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PREFACE 


1  HE  circumstances  from  which  the  delay  in  the  pub- 
lication  of  this  volume  have  arisen.,  however  distressing 
they  may  be  to  the  Proprietors,  have  little,  unless  in 
their  effects,  which  can  interest  the  Public.  The  Con¬ 
ductors  of  the  work  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe  that 
it  is  scarcely  possible  such  circumstances  should  again 
occur.  The  three  volumes  which  bring  to  a  close  the 
remainder  of  the  eighteenth  Century  are  already  in  a 
state  of  considerable  forwardness  ;  and  the  arrangements 
which  have  been  made  during  the  suspension  of  the 
work,  afford  the  Proprietors  a  confident  hope,  that  they 
will  be  ready  for  delivery  in  such  quickness  of  succes¬ 
sion  as  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  generality  of  pur¬ 
chasers. 

In  compiling  the  Annals  of  the  year  1797,  much 
pains  have  been  taken  to  mark  the  progress  of  Revolu¬ 
tion  in  Italy  :  and  the  history  of  the  changes,  both  in 
the  Venetian  and  the  Genoese  States,  has  been  traced 
at  considerable  length.  Preparations  had  been  made 
to  continue  the  narrative  of  the  French  Royalist  war, 
which,  in  the  volume  for  1796,  had  been  brought  down 
to  the  death  of  Stofflet  and  Charette  :  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  sources  from  which  our  information  on  this 
subject  hitherto  has  been  derived,  may  be  any  longer 
open  to  US';  and  we  arc  unwilling  to  rely  upon  any  docu- 
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ments,  but  such  for  the  assured  authenticity  of  which 
we  can  unhesitatingly  offer  the  most  distinct  pledge. 
The  relation  which  in  our  former  volumes  we  have  had 
the  good  fortune,  exclusively ,  to  present,  embraces  by 
far  the  most  interesting  portion  of  the  events  which 
occurred  in  Britanny  and  Poitou  :  and  in  the  absence 
of  its  continuation  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  state,  that 
the  remaining  transactions  are  of  much  less  importance. 

The  domestic  events  of  1797  were  of  unusual  mas*- 
nitude  and  interest :  and  they  have  therefore  demanded 
a  more  than  customary  share  of  our  pages.  From  this 
cause  we  have  been  induced  to  reserve,  till  the  succeed¬ 
ing  volumes,  our  narrative  of  the  discontents  which  led  to 
Rebellion  in  Ireland ;  and  of  the  various  internal  changes 
in  the  French  Government,  and  its  ephemeral  Consti¬ 
tutions.  One  advantage,  and  that  not  a  slight  one, 
gained  by  the  necessity  of  these  arrangements,  is,  that 
our  Readers  will  be  put  in  possession  of  a  connected 
History,  instead  of  broken  and  disjointed  fragments. 

Promises  which  have,  from  unavoidable  necessity, 
been  repeatedly  violated,  are  not  likely  to  be  frequently 
credited.  How  far  want  of  punctuality  may  be  the 
most  crying  sin  of  publications  of  this  kind,  it  does  not 
become  us,  who  must  plead  guilty  to  the  charge,  to 
take  upon  ourselves  to  decide.  But  there  is  one  assur¬ 
ance,  w  hich  we  have  held  out  from  the  beginning  of  our 
Compilation,  for  the  fulfilment  of  which  we  may  appeal 
to  our  Readers  with  the  most  implicit  confidence.  We 
have  spared  neither  time  nor  cost  to  present  them  with 
Facts  :  and  it  is  this  principle  which  we  shall  continue 
to  assume  as  our  chief  guide  for  the  future. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Situation  of  Europe  at  the  commencement  of  1797.  Advantages  reaped  by 
the  Republicans  from  the  Campaign  of  179  6*  in  Italy  and  in  Germany . 
Situation  of  Great  Britain.  This  Country  left  almojl  without  Allies . 
Its  internal  Situatmz .  Arts  of  the  revolutionary  Tarty .  Diffoluiion  of 
Parliament.  General  Eleffion .  Refult  of  it.  Intention  of  the  Min  if 
try  to  negociate  for  Peace.  Opening  of  the  S eft  on  of  Parliament.  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  It  announces  that  his  Majefy  defgns  to  fend  an  Am - 
baffador  to  Paris ,  to  treat  for  Peace .  Addrefs  moved  in  both  Houfes. 
AJfert ions  of  Lord  Morpeth .  Fallacy  of  them.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  He 
cenfures  the  Minifers  for  their  paf  Obfiinacy.  Protefs  again  ft  the  two 
Bills  of  the  preceding  Sefjion,  Recommends  extreme  Moderation .  Threat¬ 
ens  an  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  our  Difafers.  Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt . 
He  draws  a  favourable  Pi  dure  of  our  Refources.  Declares  that  no  Quef- 
Hon  of  Etiquette  /ball  Jl and  in  the  IVay  of  Negotiation.  Hcufe  of  Lords. 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  cenfures  the  Minifry  i  and  moves  an  Amendmenty  to 
exclude  that  Part  of  the  Mefage  relative  to  Negotiation.  He  fates 
the  Grounds  on  which  he  and  his  Friends  originally  fupported  the  Minifry. 
Denies  that  Qircumfances  had  changed.  States  the  Danger  to  be  dreaded 
from  a  Peace.  Prolefs  againf  the  Relinqui foment  0/  the  Netherlands. 
Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Guildford,  Reply  of  Lord  Grenville  to  Earl  Fitz- 
william .  He  denies  that  Minifers  had  ever  entertained  the  Sentiments 

attributed  to  them.  Earl  Fitzwilliam  replies.  The  Amendment  is  nega¬ 
tived.  Protcfl  entered  on  the  / ournals  by  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  Rupture 
of  the  Negotiation.  Mcffage  pent  in  covfequetice  to  the  two  Houfes  by  his 
Majefy.  Mr.  Sheridan7  s  Idea  of  the  Importance  of  the  Negotiation.  The 
Inf  rud  ions  to  Lord  Maine  fury  called  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  Addrefs 
moved  by  Lord  Gren-ville.  He  declares  the  Refolution  of  the  Min  fry  to 
treaty  whenever  the  Enemy  are  pacifically  dfpofed.  Amendment  pro- 
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pofed  by  the  Earl  of  Guildford.  He  feverely  Cenfures  the  Minfrja 
Tenor  cf  the  Amendment.  Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Derby.  The  Earls  of 
Liverpool ,  and  Errol ,  and  Lord  Auckland ,  J peak  in  favour  of  the  Ad - 
drefs.  Lord  Auckland  ovens  that  he  never  ex pe died  the  Negotiation  to 
fucceed ;  but  conf  uted  to  it  as  an  Experiment .  Predicts  that  France  voill 
foon  be  incapable  of  continuing  the  War .  Speeches  of  the  Earl  of  Abing¬ 
don  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  The  latter  endeavours  to  prove  that  the 
Minifers  make  Ufe  of  contradictory  Affections .  He  is  anfvoered  by  Lord 
Spencer  and  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  latter  animadverts  feverely  on  the 
Amendment ,  and  declares  the  Country  to  be  in  a  State  of  Profperitya 
The  Amendment  is  negatived.  Earl  Fitzvoilliam  cenfures  the  Minifers 
for  their  Change  of  Principle ,  and  moves  an  Amendment.  He  is  replied 
to  by  Lords  Spencer  and  Grenville.  His  Amendment  is  negatived ,  De¬ 
bate  in  the  Honfe  of  Commons .  Eloquent  Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt .  Mr.  Er- 
fkine  begins  to  fpeak ,  but  is  taken  ills  Mr.  Fox  exerts  himfelj  voith  his 
ufual  Talent  againfi  the  Addrefsy  and  moves  an  Ame?idmcnt.  Reply  of 
Mr.  Dundas.  He  defends  fame  of  his  former  Expreffions.  Speech  of 
Mr.  Grey.  The  Amendment  is  negatived  ,*  arid  the  Addrefs  carried  by 
a  great  Majority . 


THE  year  1797  did  not  open 
under  any  circumflances  of 
favourable  omen  to  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  and  fafety  of  Europe,  The 
afpedl  of  political  affairs  was, 
on  the  contrary,  more  gloomy  and 
menacing  than  it  had  been  at 
any  former  period.  The  dire& 
fway,  or  the  indirect  influence,  of 
republican  France  was  widely  ex¬ 
tended  on  the  European  Continent. 
IRuffia  was  (fill  inactive ;  Pruffia 
was,  in  reality  fubfervient,  in  the 
hope  of  riling  on  .the  ruin  of  Auf- 
tria  ;  Spain  had  contracted  with 
the  republic  an  unnatural  and  de¬ 
grading  alliance  ;  Portugal  was  a 
powerlefs  and  trembling  enemy  ; 
Holland  a  helplefs  flaVe  ;  and  Swit¬ 
zerland,  perfeveringly  neutral,  was 
blind  to  the  danger  which  impend¬ 
ed  over  it,  from  that  mighty  and 
unprincipled  neighbour,  whofe 
forbearance  it  fo  anxioufly  courted. 

Internally  weak  and  diilrafted 
as  France  was,  her  efforts,  like 
the  convulfive  efforts  of  difeafe, 
were  yet  capable  of  fpreading  mi- 


fery  and  ruin  around  her.  In  the 
laft  campaign,  though  foiled  in 
her  great  objeCt  of  entirely  beat¬ 
ing  the  power  of  Auftria  to  the 
ground,  fhe  had  fucceeded  in  ob¬ 
taining  many  other  objects  of  in¬ 
finite  importance.  In  Italy,  the 
king  of  Sardinia  humiliated  and 
defpoiled  ;  the  emperor  driven  from 
,all  his  pofTeffions  in  that  quarter,, 
and  weakened  not  lefs  in  men  and 
money  than  in  territory  ;  the  king 
of  Naples  reduced  to  fue  for  peace  ; 
the  fmaller  Rates  obliterated  or 
compelled  to  ranfom  themfelves j 
and  an  immenfe  plunder,  as  well 
in  fpecie  as  in  works  of  art,  tranf- 
mitted  to  Paris;  were  the  bene¬ 
fits  derived  from  the  fucceffes  of 
Buonaparte. 

With  refpedl  to  Germany,  dif- 
aftrous  as  the  clofe  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  was  in  fome  things  to  the 
republicans,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  their  irruption  into  the  em¬ 
pire  was  productive  to  them  of 
numerous  advantages.  By  means 
of  that  irruption  they  fed  and 
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clothed  their  armies,  railed  enor¬ 
mous  contributions,  and  diminifhed 
the  number  of  hoftile  powers.  Ba¬ 
den,  Wirtembergh,  and  Bavaria, 
as  we  have  ihewn  in  our  laft  vo¬ 
lume,  were  either  terrified  or  fe- 
duced  to  abandon  the  caufe  of  the 
empire.  Equally  important  was 
the  refult  of  the  pertinacious  de¬ 
fence  of  Kehl,  and  the  bridge¬ 
head  of  Huninguen  ;  but  efpe- 
cially  of  the  former,  by  which 
the  imperial  army  was  lamentably 
weakened,  and  adiverfion  efte&ed, 
that  gave  time  to  rend  the  Aus¬ 
trian  ftandard  from  the  walls  "of 
Mantua,  and  put  the  final  feal  to 
the  conqueft  of  Italy.  When  fo 
much  was  gained,  the  republican 
rulers,  never  thrifty  of  the  blood 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  were  ea- 
fily  confoled  for  the  profufe  wafte 
of  life,  and  even  for  the  difgrace 
which  the  rout  of  Jourdan  had 
thrown  upon  the  fame  of  their 
arms.  The  latter,  however,  al¬ 
ready  covered  in  fome  meafure  by 
the  fnafterly  retreat  of  Moreau 
and  his  forces,  they  refolved  to 
wipe  off  entirely  by  the  moll  vi¬ 
gorous  exertions  on  the  renewal  of 
the  conteft. 

Such  was  the  Bate  of  affairs  on 
the  continent  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1796,  and  the  beginning  of 
1797.  It  is  fufficiently  obvious 
that,  at  this  period,  the  foreign 
political  profpedfs  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  could  not  but  be  heavily  over- 
call.  Nor  were  her  domeftic  prof- 
pedls  fuch  as  to  compenfate,  by 
their  brilliancy,  for  the  deep  gloom 
which  overfhadowed  her  foreign 
ones.  They  were,  indeed,  but 
too  fimila'r,  in  their  utter  want  of 
every  thing  which  could  excite 
pleafurable  ideas. 

Abroad,  fome  of  her  former  al¬ 


lies  had  recently  become  her  ene¬ 
mies  and  the  foie  effective  ally 
which  fhe  yet  retained,  though, 
by  the  military  genius  of  one  of 
his  generals,  he  had  averted  the 
blow  which  was  aimed  at  his  very 
exiftence,  was  undoubtedly  much 
exhaufted,  and  could  not  long  be 
expected  to  continue  an  expenfive 
and  dangerous  conteft  ;  efpecially 
if,  as  appeared  probable,  his  an- 
tagonift  fhould  afford  him  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  retiring  from  it,  on 
terms  apparently  not  difnonour- 
able.  From  the  fhores  of  France 
an  invafion  was  loudly  menaced, 
and  in  the  French  ports  prepara¬ 
tions  were  making,  which  proved 
that  the  threat  was  not  merely  de¬ 
li  gncd  to  excite  alarm,  but  was 
ferioufly  intended  to  be  put  in  ex¬ 
ecution. 

At  home,  though  an  immenfe 
majority  of  the  people  was  firmly 
attached  to  the  conftitution,  and 
convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  a  vi¬ 
gorous  refiftance  to  French  prin¬ 
ciples  and  arms,  and  though  the 
refources  of  the  nation  were,  in 
reality,  unbroken,  the  diffatisfied 
majority  was  fufficiently  numerous 
and  adlive  to  juftify  the  moft  pain¬ 
ful  apprehenfions  for  the  fafety  of 
the  ftate.  In  England,  the  fame 
arts,  which,  ever  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  had  been 
ufed  to  irritate  and  miflead  the 
populace,  were  ftill  feduloufiy  em¬ 
ployed  ;  and  plots  were  filently 
carried  on,  in  one  inftance,  with 
but  too  fatal  fuccefs,  to  feduce 
the  foldiers  and  failors  from  their 
allegiance ;  while  in  Ireland  the 
partifans  of  republieanifm  were 
fpreading,  and  labouring  to  give 
confiftency  to,  that  fyftem  of  re¬ 
bellion  which,  at  a  ihort  dittance 
of  time,  as  will  be  fee n  in  our 
[d  2)  -next 
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next  volume,  was  openly  aCted 
upon,  and  was  productive  of  fuch 
extenfive  and  terrible  effe&s. 

In  thefummerof  1796,  the  par¬ 
liament  was  diftolved  ;  and  a  ge¬ 
neral  eleftion,  in  confequence,  took 
place.  As  foon  as  the  diftolution 
gave  them  the  power  of  publifhing 
their  fentiments  without  danger, 
the  friends  of  French  principles, 
and  even  many  of  thofe  whofe  af- 
ferted  objeCt  was  only  a  moderate 
reform,  did  not  fail  to  lavifh  on 
the  proceedings  of  the  late  Houfe 
of  Commons  every  epithet  of  re¬ 
proach  and  opprobrium,  which 
anger  and  hatred  could  fuggeft. 
The  new  elections  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  throw  any  additional  weight 
into  the  fcale  of  either  the  revo- 
lutionifts  or  the  reformers.  In 
the  legillature  a  vaft  majority,  as 
powerful  from  talent  and  property 
as  from  numbers,  again  lent  its 
full  and  ready  approbation  to  all 
the  leading  meafures  of  the  go¬ 
vernment. 

Previoufly  to  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  which  took  place  on 
^  the  fix th  of  October,  it 
*  f  y  was  generally  underflood 
1  /  9°*  that  the  Britifh  miniflry 
had  determined  to  make  another 
effort,  to  bring  about  the  re-efta. 
olifhment  of  peace.  The  fpeech 
from  the  throne  gave  the  firfl  of¬ 
ficial  notice  of  this  defign.  In 
that  fpeech,  which  feems  to  have 
been  fludioufly  worded  fo  as  to 
preclude  any  acrimony  of  debate, 
his  majefly  declared  that  he  had 
emitted  no  endeavours  for  fetting 
on  foot  negotiations,  to  reflore 
repofe  to  Europe,  and  fecure  for 
the  future  the  general  tranquillity  ; 
that  the  fteps  taken  by  him  had  at 
length  opened  the  way  to  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  direCt  negotiation. 


which  rnuft  either  produce  the  de~ 
firable  end  of  a  juft,  honourable, 
and  folid  peace,  or  prove  beyond 
difpute  to  what  caufe  alone  muft  be 
aferibed  the  prolongation  of  the 
calamities  of  war ;  that  he  fhould 
inftantly  fend  a  perfon  to  Paris, 
with  full  powers  to  treat  for  this 
objeCt  ;  and  that  it  was  his  moft 
anxious  wifh  that  this  meafure 
might  lead  to  the  return  of  peace 
throughout  the  whole  of  Europe. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  reminded 
the  two  houfes  that  nothing  could 
fo  much  contribute  to  give  effeCl 
to  his  pacific  defires,  as  to  mani- 
feft  that  we  had  the  will  and  the 
means  to  oppofe,  with  increafed 
activity  and  energy,  the  further 
efforts  with  which  we  might  have 
to  contend ;  and  this  they  would 
feel  to  be  peculiarly  neceffary  at  a 
moment  when  the  enemy  had  openly 
avowed  an  intention  of  making  a 
defeent  on  thefe  kingdoms  ; — an 
enterprize  of  which  the  iffue  could 
not  admit  of  a  doubt,  but  againft 
which  it  befitted  the  wifdom  of 
parliament  to  negleCt  no  precau¬ 
tions  that  might  either  preclude 
the  attempt,  or  fecure  thefpeedieft 
means  of  turning  it  to  the  confu- 
fion  and  ruin  of  the  invader.  His 
majefty  then  proceeded  to  pay  the 
due  tribute  of  praife  to  the  fkill, 
valour,  and  exertions,  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  the  confequent  fuc- 
cefies  obtained  in  the  Eaft  and  the 
Weft  Indies.  From  the  recent  vic¬ 
tories  of  the  Auftrians  he  drew  a 
hope  that  the  final  refult  of  the 
campaign  would  prove  ftill  more 
difaftrous  to  the  enemy  than,  at 
its  commencement,  that  enemy  had 
expeCled  it  would  be  triumphant. 
The  apparently  hoftile  difpofttions 
and  conduct  of  the  court  of  Spain 
had,  he  faid,  led  to  difeuftions, 
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with  the  event  of  which  he  could 
not  yet  acquaint  them ;  but,  what¬ 
ever  that  event  might  be,  he  was 
confident  that  he  would  be  found 
to  have  given  to  Europe  a  further 
proof  of  his  moderation  and  for¬ 
bearance  ;  and  he  was  convinced 
of  their  refolve  to  defend,  againft 
every  aggrefiion,  the  dignity,  the 
rights,  and  the  intereft  of  his  em¬ 
pire.  In  conclufion,  he  gave  a 
favourable  picture  of  our  firuation 
with  refpecd  to  commerce,  manu¬ 
factures  and  revenue  ;  and  declared 
that  the  general  attachment  of  his 
people  to  the  Britifh  conditution 
had  appeared,  on  every  occafion,  and 
that  the  endeavours  of  thofe  who 
wiffied  to  introduce  anarchy  and 
diforder  into  the  country,  had  been 
reprelfed  by  the  wifdom  and  energy 
of  the  laws.  ft  To  defeat,”  faid 
his  majefty,  <f  all  the  defigns  of 
our  enemies,  to  reftore  to  my 
people  the  bleffings  of  a  fecure  and 
honourable  peace,  to  maintain  in¬ 
violate  their  religion,  laws,  and 
liberty,  and  to  deliver  down  un- 
impaired  to  the  lateft  pofterity,  the 
glory  and  happinefs  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms,  is  the  condant  wifh  of  my 
heart,  and  the  uniform  end  of  all 
my  aftions.  In  every  meafure 
that  can  conduce  to  thefe  obje&s, 
I  am  confident  of  receiving  the 
firm,  zealous,  and  affectionate  fup- 
port  of  my  parliament.'* 

In  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  the  ad- 
drefs  was  moved  by  earl  Bathurft, 
and  feconded  by  the  earl  of  Upper 
Offory;  in  the  lower  houfe  it 
was  moved  by  lord  Morpeth,  and 
ieconded  by  fir  William  Lowther. 
The  fpeeches  of  the  movers  and 
leconders  were  nothing  more  than 
formal  introductions  of  the  addrefs, 
very  nearly  of  the  fame  tenor, 
neat,  but  not  remarkable  for  elo. 
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quence,  and  of  which  it  would, 
therefore,  be  ufelefs  for  us  to  give 
any  detailed  account.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  points  on  which  they  touched 
were,  the  hope  that  a  peace  would 
be  produced  by  the  meafures  now 
taken;  the  neceffity,  neverthelefs, 
of  difplaying  additional  vigour, 
to  imprefs  the  republicans  with  re- 
fpeff,  and  render  them  pacifically 
inclined  ;  and,  above  all,  the  pro¬ 
priety  ©f  parliament  being  unani¬ 
mous  in  its  approbation  of  the 
propofed  addrefs.  In  an  appeal  to 
both  fides  of  the  Houfe,  but  more 
particularly  directed  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  hoftile  to  the  minidry,  lord 
Morpeth,  indeed,  on  this  lad 
head,  went  further,  perhaps,  than 
was  juftified  either  by  policy,  or 
the  real  ftate  of  the  faCIs.  “  He 
traded,”  he  faid,  sc  that  the  fen- 
timents  avowed  in  his  majedy’s 
fpeech,  would  tend  to  reconcile 
that  variety  and  oppofition  of  opi¬ 
nions  which  had  hitherto  fubfided  ; 
for,  whatever  fen t intents  gentle¬ 
men  might  have  entertained  with 
refped  to  the  origin  of  the  war, 
and  the  caufe  of  aggreffion  which 
occafioned  it,  it  mud  affuredly 
give  them  fatisfa&ion  to  concur  in 
a  motion  which  had  for  its  objeCt 
the  expediting  of  an  honourable 
peace.  Thofe  gentlemen  who 
thought,  that  this  was  a  war  of 
unjuft  aggreffion  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  would  be  happy  to  find, 
that  the  prefent  government  of 
France  podefied  a  liability  and 
permanence,  enabling  it  to  enter 
into  and  maintain  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity  with  other  pow¬ 
ers  ;  as  well  as  that  they  feemed 
difpofed  to  liden  to  negotiation, 
and  that  a  paflport  from  that  go¬ 
vernment  had  accordingly  arrived 
here.”  His  lordfhip  might  be  ex- 
[d  'j  J  cubed, 
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cufed,  for  being  deceived  with  re-  he  thought,  that  deferved  praife  id 
fped  to  the  liability  and  perma-  its  conftrudion.  He  defemed  it 
nence  of  the  French  government,  wife  in  the  minifters  to  have  omit- 
but  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  where  ted  the  words  to  which  they  had 
he  difcovered  in  that  government  heretofore  been  fo  bigoted,  namely, 
even  the  femblance  of  adifpofition  that  the  war  was  undertaken  for 


to  liften  with  a  pacific  fpirit  to 
pacific  overtures.  It  furely  was 
not  from  the  numerous  infulting 
and  abufive  articles  publilhed 


the  caufe  of  religion,  humanity, 
and  focial  order,  and  that  it  was 
a  juft  and  neceffary  war.  Such 
intemperate  expreffions  could  only 


againft  this  country,  by  the  French  have  tended  to  exafperate  the  ene~ 
rulers,  that  his  lordlhip  fo  fan-  my.  Having  given  to  his  oppo- 


guinely  drew  his  favourable  omens. 

But,  notwithftanding  this  de¬ 
precatory  language,  (c  the  feftive 
day  of  cordial  unanimity  fo  hap¬ 
pily  celebrated  by  all  parties/*  as 


nents  this  grudging  and  unpalatable 
praife,  Mr.  Fox  turned  to  his 
more  ufual  talk,  that  of  blaming, 
and  embraced  this  obvious  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  refer,  in  a  tone  really 


Mr.  Burke  afterwards  farcafticaliy  exulting,  though  a ffedledly  mode- 
termed  it,  was  not  allowed  to  pafs  rate,  to  his  former  opinions  on 
oyer  without  the  minifters  being  the  fubjed  of  peace,  and  to  pour 
compelled  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  forth  his  lamentations  that  his 
reproof  and  cenfure  from  one  of  counfel  had  not  been  taken,  before 
their  political  antagonifts.  It  thoufands  of  lives  had  been  facri- 
was,  indeed,  hardly  to  be  expeded  ficed,  and  a  hundred  millions  fpent, 
that  thofe  who  had  incefifantly  in  a  cruel  and  needlefs  conteft.  Pro.? 
made  an  inftant  peace  the  theme  ceeding  to  thofe  parts  of  the  ad- 
of  their  cuckoo  fong,  would  now  arefs  to  which  he  could  not  lend 
fail  to  triumph  over  their  rivals,  his  concurrence,  he,  in  the  firft 
and  to  vaunt  the  forefight  and  ac-  place,  ftrongly  denied  that  every 
curacy  of  their  own  predictions,  endeavour  had  been  ufed  to  open  a 
Hot  {efficiently  alive  to  the  noble-  negotiation,  unlefs  the  phrafe 
nefs  and  juftice  of  the  caufe  which  merely  meant  that  every  endeavour 
they  maintained,  the  minifters  had,  had  been  ufed  fince  the  clofe  of  the 
in  reality,  left  but  too  fair  an  laft  feffion  ;  in  which  cafe  he  muft 
opening  for  their  enemies  to  charge  take  the  affertion  upon  truft,  and 
them  with  an  inconfiftent  and  wa-  hoped  that  it  would  ultimately  be 
vering  condud,  juftifiedby  the  fad.  On  the  truth 

There  was,  however,  no  regu-  of  the  ftatement  that  our  trade, 
lar  debate.  Mr.  Fox  was,  in  the  manufadures,  and  commerce,  were 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  foie  fpeaker  ftourifhing,  and  our  refources 
on  the  fide  of  oppofition.  The  ample  and  fufficient  for  the  crifis, 
wifti  to  prevent  his  vote  of  that  though  he  waived  any  difcuffion  for 
day  from  being  mifconftrued,  was  the  prefent,  he  threw  more  than 
the  reafon  which  he  affigned  for  doubts ;  and  he  vehemently  ob- 


not  giving  a  filent  vote  to  the  ad. 
drefs.  As  far  as  the  fpeech  leaned 
towards  peace,  it  met  with  his 
cordial  applaufe,  There  was  much;. 


jeded  to  that  claufe  which  feemed 
to  imply  that  the  tranquillity  of 
the  country  had  been  fccured  by 
thofe  two  laws,  which  he  and  his 

colleagues 
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colleagues  fo  ftrenuoufly  oppofed 
in  the  late  parliament.  Thofe  laws 
he  again  defcribed  as  objefts  of  the 
utmoft  terror  and  abhorrence  ;  and 
he  branded  the  parliament  which 
fanftioned  them,  as  having  done 
more  to  maim  ar\d  disfigure  the 
ancient  conftitution  of  England, 
than  had  been  done  by  any  other 
parliament  which  ever  fat  within 
thofe  walls.  Nor  did  he  reftrift 
his  hoftility  to  thofe  two  obnox¬ 
ious  laws.  He  paffed  a  broad  and 
fweeping  fentence  on  every  aft  of 
the  government.  ii  I  am/’  faid 
he,  <£  one  of  thofe  who  think  that 
the  whole  fyftem  of  foreign  poli¬ 
tics,  on  which  the  war  was  under¬ 
taken,  has  been  faulty  j  I  think 
alfo,  that,  fpringing  from  the 
fame  fource,  our  whole  fyftem  of 
domeftic  policy  has  been  equally 
faulty.  They  have  run  on  toge¬ 
ther  in  a  parallel  progrefs,  and 
have  produced  all  the  varied  cala¬ 
mities  which  the  people  have  been 
doomed  to  fuiFerM  Peace  he  con- 
fidered  as  our  chief  objeft,  peace 
at  all  events,  becaufe  it  mini  be 
productive  of  fome  benefit  j  but, 
without  an  entire  change  of  fyf¬ 
tem,  it  would  only  be  a  palliative 
of  our  evils,  not  a  remedy. 

Reverting  to  the  purpofed  nego¬ 
tiation,  he  feized  on  the  avowal 
of  lord  Morpeth,  refpefting  the 
liability  and  permanence  of  the 
new  order  of  things  in  France, 
and,  declaring  that  he  had  always 
held  the  government  there  to  be 
one  with  which  we  ought  to  treat, 
he  regretted  that  minifters  had  not 
at  once  recognized  the  French  re¬ 
public  ;  a  ftep  which  he  conceived 
would  have  been  wife  and  prudent, 
as  it  would  have  removed  jealoufy, 
and  ftifled  fufpicion.  He  admitted 
that,  if  the  minifters  afted  in  a 
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clear,  candid,  and  manly  manner, 
in  treating  for  peace,  and  if  it 
were  fairly  proved  that  a  peace 
was  fruftrated  by  the  perverfenefs 
or  ambition  of  France,  univerfal 
fupport  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
government,  and  he  did  not  doubt 
that  ample  refources  would  be 
found  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  that 
the  war  would  be  profecuted  with 
fuch  an  unanimity  of  heart  as  would 
draw  forth  all  the  vigour  and  ener¬ 
gy  of  the  nation.  The  kind  of 
clearnefs,  candour,  and  manlinefs, 
which  would  fatisfy  him,  he  but 
too  fufficiently  explained. .  On  the 
terms  of  peace  to  which  it  would 
be  proper  to  accede,  he  profeffed 
to  keep  filence,  but  he,  nevefthe- 
lefs,  faid  enough  to  (how  plainly 
that  we  ought  not  to  expeft  fuch 
as  could  be  regarded  with  any 
feelings  of  pride.  We  ought,’* 
faid  lie,  (( to  negotiate  in  the  fpirit 
of  great  moderation.  I  have  no 
difficulty  in  faying  that  I  fhould 
find  much  lefs  fault  if  the  terms  of 
peace  erred  on  the  fide  of  modera¬ 
tion,  than  I  ftiould  be  inclined  to 
do  if  they  erred  in  the  contrary 
extreme.  To  ignominious  terms 
of  peace  I  know  and  believe  that 
this  country  would  never  be  made 
to  fubmit.  But  I  with  it  to  be 
clearly  underftood,  that,  rather 
than  fupport  any  minifter  in  extra¬ 
vagant  pretentions,  arifing  either 
from  the » pride  of  tranfient  for¬ 
tune  or  from  natural  arrogance,  1 
would  be  much  more  difpofed  to 
give  my  alien t  to  terms  that,  on 
a  due  inveftigation  of  our  claims, 
might  be  confidered  as  rather  be¬ 
low  than  above  our  right,  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  faying,  in  cafe  of 
fuch  a  balance,  on  which  fide  I 
think  the  fcale  ought  to  turn.** 
Moderation  and  forbearance,  in, 
[A  4]  deed, 
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deed,  he  more  than  once  recom¬ 
mended,  and  feemed  to  look  npon, 
in  all  circumftances,  as  political 
virtues  of  the  very  fir  ft  order.  He 
added,  that  what  we  muft  expert 
was  a  folid  and  permanent  peace, 
not  one  which  was  either  brilliant 
or  glorious. 

Spain  he  only  alluded  to,  for 
the  purpofe  of  reading  a  ledure  on 
the  defertion  of  our  allies ;  and, 
though  he  praifed  the  Auftrian 
vidories,  he  fpoke  in  a  dilheart- 
ening  tone  of  their  extent  and  pro¬ 
bable  elfed.  In  conclufion,  he 
announced  his  intention  of  infti- 
tuting,  at  no  diftant  period,  an 
enquiry  into  the  caufes  of  our  dif- 
afters,  and  of  moving  to  advife 
his  majefty  to  make  a  fundamental 
change  in  our  whole  fyftem  of  do¬ 
me  hi  c  and  of  foreign  policy. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  the  fpeech 
ol  Mr.  Fox.  He  feemed  to  have 
adopted  feme  of  the  dodrines  of 
his  political  rival ;  for  his  anfwer 
to  him  difplayed  a  remarkable 
fpirit  of  moderation  and  forbear¬ 
ance.  Declaring  that  he  retained 
all  his  opinions  on  the  points  which 
had  fo  long  been  in  difpute  between 
him  and  his  opponents,  he  congra¬ 
tulated  himfelf  and  the  Houfe  on 
the  concurrence  of  all  parties  in 
the  addrefs  of  that  night ;  a  con¬ 
currence  which  he  looked  on  as 
an  omen  of  future  unanimity,  with 
refped  to  the  vigorous  meafures 
neeeftary  to  be  taken,  in  cafe  the 
republican  government  Ihould  ina- 
nifeft  a  difpofition  to  refule  a  juft 
and  honourable  peace.  It  did, 
however,  appear,  from  fome  ex- 
preffions  which  he  ufed,  that  he 
was  not  without  his  doubts  as  to 
the  perfed  fincerity  of  the  promile 
of  fupport  which  the  leader  of 
oppoli tion  had  that  night  given. 


Nor  did  he  entirely  relifh  the 
manner  in  which  the  two  laws  of 
the  laft  feffion  had  been  treated. 
Thofe  laws  he  defcribed,  and  per¬ 
haps  juftly,  as  having  been  of  in¬ 
finite  fervice  in  fecuring  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  country.  On  the 
queftion  whether  minifters  had  done 

their  beft  to  out  an  end  to  the  war, 

£  * 

he  pledged  himfelf  that,  whenever 
an  inquiry  fhould  be  inftituted,  it 
would  be  found  that  they  had  done 
every  thing  which  could  poflibly 
be  done.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
fully  expofed  the  fallacy  of  the 
aflertion,  that,  becaufe  it  was  now 
proper  to  negotiate,  it  would 
have  been  proper  to  negotiate  at 
the  commencement  of  the  conteft. 
Then,  turning  to  the  fubjed  of  our 
refources,  he  drew  an  encouraging 
pidure  ©f  the  ftate  of  our  revenue 
and  commerce.  Our  exports  he 
reprefented  as  having,  for  the  laft 
fix  months,  been  equal  to  what 
they  had  been  in  the  moft  flourifh- 
ing  years  of  peace,  and  our  im¬ 
ports  as  having  diminifhed  in  a 
very  fmall  proportion  from  what 
they  had  been  in  periods  the  moft 
profperous.  On  thefe  refources  he 
built  his  hopes  of  either  obtaining 
a  durable  peace,  or  being  able  to 
continue  the  conteft  with  fpirit  till 
fuch  a  peace  could  be  obtained. 
He  likewiie  dwelt,  with  a  laud¬ 
able  feeling  of  pleafure,  on  the 
triumphs  of  our  navy,  and  con¬ 
tended,  that  they  jultified  him  in 
regarding  the  war  as  having  been 
glorious  to  this  country.  So  high, 
indeed,  did  he  rate  our  fucceffes, 
that  he  feemed  to  think  they  al- 
moft  counterbalanced  thofe  of  our 
enemy  on  the  continent.  We 
might,  he  urged,  command  even 
a  triumphant  peace,  were  it  not 
that  we  conlideied  the  fituation  of 

Great 
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Great  Britain  as  linked  to  that  of 
the  continent  by  the  bands  of  a 
liberal  and  comprehensive  policy, 
and  were,  therefore,  determined 
not  to  feparate  our  own  greatnefs 
and  our  own  commerce  from  the 
intereft  and  the  fate  of  our  allies. 
The  refults  of  the  campaign  in 
Germany  he  deemed  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  not  merely  on  account 
of  the  territory  which  had  been 
recovered,  but,  ftill  more,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ruin  of  the  republi¬ 
can  armies,  the  difgrace  of  the 
republican  arms,  and  the  hoftile 
fentiments  excited  in  the  bofoms 
of  the  German  people  by  republi¬ 
can  enormities.  In  conclufion, 
while  he  gave  due  praife  to  the 
virtues  of  moderation  and  forbear¬ 
ance,  which,  however,  he  faid 
belonged  rather  to  the  fchool  of 
profperity  than  of  adverfity,  he 
reminded  his  hearers  that  there 
were  other  virtues,  of  ecjtial  rank, 
and  highly  requiiite  in  reverfes  of 
fortune,  among  which  firmnefs  and 
magnanimity,  fortitude  and  perfe- 
verahce,  were  entitled  to  the  fore- 
moft  place.  * 

In  one  part  of  his  fpeech,  Mr. 
Pitt  made  ufe  of  language  which 
a  wife  policy  would,  perhaps,  dif- 
owru  Adverting  to  Mr.  Fox's 
eagernefs  for  a  formal  recognition 
of  the  French  republic,  he  re¬ 
marked,  that:  the  Diredory  itfelf 
not  having  been  diffatisfied  with 
our  conduct,  it  was  unneceffary  in 
Mr.  Fox  to  find  an  obftacle  where 
they  had  found  none ;  and  to  this 
he  added,  that  “  no  quefiion  of 
etiquette,  no  difficulty  of  form 
fhould  be  permitted  to  ftand  in  the 
way  of  negotiation/*  It  does 
appear,  that  the  certain  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  unguarded  words 
mu  ft  be  to  encourage  an  enemy, 
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already  fufficiently  brutal,  to  throw 
off  the  laft  reftralnts  of  decency*, 
and  to  indulge  at  will  in  all  the 
vulgar  and  ferocious  infolence  of 
his  natural  difpolition.  In  public 
affairs,  as  in  private  life,  the  low- 
minded  and  malignant  are  fore  to 
trample  on  thofe  perfons  who  are 
either  unwilling  or  unable  to 
repel  with  promptnefs  and  vi¬ 
gour  any  infult  which  is  offered  to 
them. 

The  addrefs,  after  a  few  words 
from  Mr.  Fox,  was  carried  with¬ 
out  a  divifion. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  mu 
nifiry  did  not  efcape  without  cen- 
fure,  though  of  a  very  different 
kind  from  that  which  was  lavifhed 
on  them  by  the  party  in  oppofi- 
tion.  Thofe  perfons,  fcanty  in 
number,  but  highly  refpedtable  in 
rank  and  talent,  who  had  joined  the 
minifters  from  a  conviction  of  the 
danger  of  republican  influence  and 
republican  doCtrines,  believed  that 
danger  to  be  fo  far  from  being  di- 
minilhed,  that  it  was  exceedingly 
increafed  ;  and  they  confequently 
faw  with  grief  and  apprehenfion 
the  prefent  eagernefs,  which  they 
deemed  undignified  and  impolitic, 
for  entering  into  a  negotiation 
with  the  rulers  of  France.  A 
peace,  they  thought,  could  be  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  hollow  truce. 
It  would  firmly  confolidate  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  and,  by 
means  of  the  deep  and  extenfive 
intrigues  which  it  would  give  an. 
opportunity  of  carrying  on,  and 
by  holding  forth  the  example  and 
ffimulus  of  fuccefsful  rebellion, 
would  expofe  this  country  to  in¬ 
finitely  greater  peril  than  it  could 
incur  from  war,  while  it  would 
deprive  us  of  thofe  favourable 
chances  which  war  affords.  Mr. 

Windham 
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Windham  was  decidedly  of  this 
opinion ;  but  he  was  redrained 
from  any  active  expreffion  of  it  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  the 
circumftance  of  his  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  cabinet.  It  appeared 
to  him  to  be  indecorous,  and,  in  a 
public  view,  even  imprudent,  to 
weaken  the  government,  by  open 
difient  from  his  colleagues.  His 
fentiments  on  this  head  were,  ne- 
verthelefs,  pretty  generally  known. 

The  fame  reafon  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  exill,  to  impofe  filence  on 
others,  who  entertained  the  fame 
ideas  as  Mr.  Windham.  As  foon, 
therefore,  as  the  addrefs  had  been 
moved  and  feconded  in  the  Upper 
Houfe,  earl  Fitz william  rofe,  and 
moved  an  amendment,  to  leave  out 
all  that  part  which  fan&ioned  a 
negotiation,  and  to  infert  indead, 
that  (i  this  Houfe  ftrongly  im- 
preffed  with  the  judice  and  necef- 
iity  of  the  prefent  war,  carried  on 
for  the  maintenance  of  civil  and 
moral  order  in  the  world,  and  for 
fecuring  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  and  the  independence  of 
all  dates,  will  continue  to  give  his 
majelfy  a  vigorous  fupport  in  af- 
ferting  the  general  caufe  of  his 
majedy  .and  his  allies,  and  for  pre¬ 
serving  the  good  faith,  dignity, 
and  honour  of  the  crown,  in  full 
aiTurance  that  no  deps  Ihould  be 
taken  inconfident  with  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples,  or  with  the  future  fafety 
and  profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms  : 
and  Ihould  the  apparently  hodile 
difpofitions  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
mdigated  by  the  intrigues  and 
menaces  of  the  common  enemy, 
put  his  majedy  under  the  necedity 
of  repelling  force  by  force,  his 
majedy  may  rely  on  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  this  Houfe  to  give  his 
majedy  the  mod  ample  fupport  in 


defending  againd  every  aggreffion, 
the  dignity,  rights,  and  intereds 
of  the  Britidi  empire.” 

At  the  outfet  of  his  fpeech,  his 
lcrdfhip  dated  the  grounds  on 
which  he  and  his  friends  had  been 
induced  to  give  their  aid  to  the 
minidry,  in  the  profecution  of  the 
war.  The  objeft  of  that  war  was 
then  explicitly  and  unequivocally 
avowed  to  be  <(  the  prefervation 
of  civil  fociety  itfelf,  and  of  all 
orderly  and  well-regulated  govern¬ 
ments  in  Europe,  againd  that 
dreadful  fydem  of  anarchy,  devad- 
ation,  diforganization,  and  blood® 
fhed,  with  which  the  French  revo¬ 
lution  threatened  every  civilized 
fociety.”  The  bed,  and,  indeed, 
only  means  of  attaining  that  ob¬ 
ject  had  been  declared  to  be,  to 
redore  hereditary  monarchy  in 
France.  On  that  principle,  and 
with  that  view,  he  had  afted, 
and  would  continue  to  ad.  The 
wifdom  of  the  fird  meafures  which 
were  adopted  to  avert  the  danger 
he  had  always  approved,  and  ex¬ 
perience  had  confirmed.  What  was 
there  now  in  the  afped  of  public 
affairs  to  require  a  deviation  from 
a  condud  fandioned  by  policy,  and 
judified  by  events  ?  Far  from  there 
being  any  thing  to  authorize  a 
change,  there  was,  on  the  contrary, 
greater  reafon  than  ever  to  adhere 
to  the  principles  originally  laid 
down.  France  had  not  changed. 

w 

Her  intention  dill  was  to  overturn 
the  edabliihed  order  of  things  in 
every  country,  into  which  her  ar¬ 
mies  or  her  emiffaries  could  pene¬ 
trate.  There  was  more  to  be 
dreaded  from  her  arts  than  even 
from  her  armies.  Were  the  mi- 
nitters  aware  to  what  hazard  they 
expofed  England,  by  a  peace  con¬ 
cluded  even  on  honourable  terms  ? 

Were 
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Were  they  prepared  to  admit  the 
agents  of  France  to  fpread  their  bale¬ 
ful  dodrines  through  every  part  of 
the  kingdom  and  its  dependencies  ? 
Were  they  ready  to  fubmit,  on 
the  menaces  of  the  Diredory,  to 
liberate  thofe  who  were  confined, 
and  to  recal  thofe  who  werfe  tranfU 
ported,  for  feditious  pradices.  Yet, 
when  we  had  difmantled  our  fleets, 
and  difbanded  our  armies,  fuch 
menaces  and  demands  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  made  ;  and  was  it  to  be 
imagined  that  we  fhould  then  be 
able  to  cope  with  the  combined 
Rrength  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland  ?  Thefe  were  no  vifionary 
fears.  Proofs  of  the  juftice  of 
them  might  be  found  in  feveral 
hates,  which  had  treated  with 
the  Diredory.  Sardinia  had  been 
compelled  tofet  traitors  at  liberty, 
and  to  allow  her  internal  admi- 
niilration  to  be  interfered  with ; 
Rome  had  buffered  the  fame  infult ; 
jPruffia  had  been  forced  to  permit 
a  French  ftandard  to  be  hoifted  in 
her  capital  ;  and  Spain  might  fairly 
be  confidered  as  a  province  of 
France.  Our  colonies,  too,  as 
well  as  Great  Britain,  would  be 
placed  in  jeopardy  by  a  peace, 
which  would  give  full  liberty  to 
the  republican  emiffaries  to  diffe- 
minate  their  poifon. 

There  was,  alfo,  his  lordthip 
faid,  another  point  to  be  attended 
to,  in  talking  of  peace.  It  was, 
in  truth,  only  a  fecondary  one 
with  him,  becaufe  his  prime  ob- 
jedion  was  to  treating  with  France 
as  Ihe  was  now  conftituted  ;  but  it 
was,  neverthclefs,  of  infinite  im¬ 
portance.  Was  it  with  France 
according  to  her  ancient  limits,  or 
Jfiance  aggrandized  by  her  recent 

*  See  Annual  Regifter  iye 


conquefts,  that  we  were  to  con¬ 
clude  a  treaty  ?  Was  England 
willing  to  give  up  every  thing 
for  which  fo  much  blood  and  trea- 
fure  had  formerly  been  expended, 
and  to  fee  the  French  matters  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  all  the  ter¬ 
ritory  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine  ?  In  that  cafe,  what  would 
become  of  the  republic  of  Hol¬ 
land  ?  Add  to  this,  that  French  do¬ 
mination  was  eftablifhed  through¬ 
out  nearly  the  whole  of  Italy. 
The  refuit  of  a  peace,  under  fuch 
circumttances,  would  be  the  ruin 
of  our  commerce,  which  would 
be  excluded  from  a  great  part  of 
Europe,  by  the  threats  and  in¬ 
trigues  of  the  Diredory,  as 
well  as  by  the  impoverilbment 
of  thofe  Rates  which  remained 
fubfervient  to  France.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  our  allies,  the  noble  lord 
doubted  whether,  as  had  been 
hinted  in  the  debate,  we  had  a 
right  to  negociate  for  them  ;  and 
he  ttrongly  urged  the  propriety  of 
adhering  to  good  faith  and  public 
honour.  In  conclusion,  he  ad¬ 
verted  to  a  paper,  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  and  which  contained 
the  feurrility  publilhed  by  the 
Diredory*,*  on  the  rumour  that 
an  Engliih  envoy  had  arrived,  to 
commence  a  negotiation.  This 
vulgar  and  infolent  attack  ferved, 
he  faid,  to  quiet  the  uneafinefs 
which  had  been  excited  in  him  by 
'the  tendency  of  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne  ;  as  it  {bowed  that  no 
peace  could  be  entered  into  with 
thofe  Who  had  offered  fuch  a  grofs 
and  wanton  infult  to  this  country, 
in  the  perfons  of  its  government 
and  ambaffadors. 

By  the  earl  of  Guildford  a  ihort 

$,  Hiftarical  Part,  page  239, 
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fpeech  was  made,  which,  doubt- 
lefs,  was  not  highly  gratifying  to 
the  minifters.  He,  of  courfe, 
approved  of  the  intention  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  ;  pledged  himfelf,  how¬ 
ever,  to  inftitute  a  fevere  enquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  had 
reduced  the  country  to  its  prefen t 
deplorable  condition ;  conftdered 
the  purpofed  attempt  to  treat  as 
a  full  j  unification  of  the  opinions 
which  he  and  his  friends  had  ex- 
prefled  for  the  laft  three  years ; 
termed  the  conteft  in  which  we 
were  engaged  a  miferable  and  un¬ 
availing  ftruggle  ;  fpoke,  indeed, 
in  praife  of  the  recent  fuccefles  of 
Aultria,  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
thought  that  if  they  retarded  a 
peace  they  would  be  one  of  the 
word  of  curfes ;  and,  finally,  de- 
fcribed  the  Treafon  and  Sedition 
Bills  as  being  held  in  abhorrence 
by  the  people  of  England,  and  as 
having  had  no  fhare  whatever  in 
fecuring  the  public  tranquillity. 

After  having  made  a  few  ob- 
fervations  on  this  fpeech,  and  in¬ 
filled  that  we  had  derived  many 
advantages  from  the  contefl  with 
the  republicans,  lord  Grenville 
proceeded  to  contend  againft  the 
amendment  propofed  by  earl  Fitz- 
william.  His  language  was  bet¬ 
ter  calculated  to  pleafe  the  party 
in  oppofition,  than  that  which  felt 
alarm  at  the  probable  afcendency 
of  revolutionary  dodlrines.  The 
whole  argument  of  the  peer  who 
moved  the  amendment  appeared  to 
him,  he  faid,  to  be  entirely  founded 
on  a  miftake.  The  government 
was  not  guilty  of  any  dereliction 
of  principle,  in  treating  with  the 
republic  ;  for  it  had  not  pledged 
itfelfto  make  no  peace,  unlefs  an 
hereditary  monarchy  were  re-efta- 
blifhed  in  F ranee.  Minifters  had 


never  a&ed  in  fo  wild  and  extra¬ 
vagant  a  manner,  as  to  pledge 
themfelves  to  any  fuch  principle. 
On  the  contrary,  they  had  repeat¬ 
edly  protefted  againft  the  calumny 
that  they  would  not  treat  with 
France  while  it  was  under  a  re¬ 
publican  conftitution.  They  ori¬ 
ginally  thought,  indeed,  that  a 
monarchical  form  was  the  bell  to 
enfure  the  happinefs  of  France  ;  and 
they  thought  fo  Hill ;  but  it  was 
not,  therefore,  implied,  that  they 
could  not  fafely  enter  into  treaty 
with  republican  France.  He  was 
convinced  that  England  was  in  a 
fituation  to  expeCl  an  honourable 
peace;  and  he  feemed  to  think 
that  there  would  be  nothing  to 
be  feared  from  the  emiftaries  oi 
France,  as  the  rulers  of  that 
country  would  not  venture  to  aCl 
in  the  fame  manner  towards  a  pow¬ 
erful  ftate,  as  they  would  towards 
thofe  Hates  which  were  unable  to 
refill  them. 

To  the  quell  ion  put  by  earl 
Fitzwilliam,  whether  the  minifters 
v/ere  willing  to  leave  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  a  part  of  the  empire, 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  he 
evaded  giving  a  direCt  anfwer ; 
and  only  declared  that,  if  honour¬ 
able  conditions  were  refufed,  we 
were  prepared  to  refill  any  dis¬ 
graceful  demands,  and  to  repel  ar¬ 
rogance  and  haughty  pretenlions, 
with  the  fame  fpirit  which  we  had 
hitherto  Ihewn. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  ofticial  paper, 
to  which  the  noble  mover  of  the 
amendment  had  alluded,  his  lord- 
fhip  juftly  characterized  it  as  a  falfe 
and  fenfelefs  libel  ;  but,  with  a 
more  doubtful  propriety,  he  added, 
that  it  was  beneath  the  notice  of 
parliament,  and  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  obftruCt  the  progrefs  of 

a  negotiation, 
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a  negotiation,  which  might,  per¬ 
haps,  terminate  in  fuch  a  way  as 
to  be  confident  with  the  dignity 
and  honour  of  the  kingdom. 

How,  after  having  read  that 
official  document,  his  lordfhip 
could  conceive,  that  terms  confid¬ 
ent  with  our  honour  and  dignity 
might  be  obtained,  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  be  imagined.  That 
note  gave  mod  ominous  warning 
what  terms  we  were  to  exped.  It 
avowed,  with  an  impudent  fince- 
rity,  that  no  peace  would  be 
granted  but  fuch  an  one  as  would 
fnatch  from  us  our  maritime  prepon. 
derancy,  and  deprefs  our  indudry 
and  commerce  ;  that  is  to  fay,  fuch 
an  one  as  would  finally  prod  rate 
England  at  the  feet  of  her  enemy. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  earls 
of  Abingdon  and  Kinnoul,  earl 
Fitz william  made  a  brief  reply  to 
lord  Grenville;  in  which  he  con¬ 
tended  that,  by  inviting  the  roy- 
alids  to  take  up  arms  to  redore 
their  fovereign,  and  promifing 
them  fupport,  the  mlniders  had, 
in  fa  (ft,  given  a  pledge  for  the  re- 
ftoration  of  monarchy.  If,  after 
fuch  an  invitation,  they  deferred 
thofe  who  had  aded  in  confidence 
of  their  good  faith,  what,  he 
alked,  could  be  urged  in  excufe  for 
fuch  condud. 

The  quedion  being  put  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  negatived  ;  and 
the  addrefs  was  then  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

In  confequence  of  his  motion  be¬ 
ing  rejected,  earl  Fitz  william  en¬ 
tered  on  the  journals  a  proteft  con- 
lifting  of  ten  articles,  which  is 
certainly  not  furpaffcd  by  any  other 
compofition  of  its  kind,  in  clofe- 
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nefs  of  reafoning,  or  in  elegance 
of  ftyle  *. 

At  length,  as  has  been  fhown 
in  our  laft  volume,  after  a  period 
of  fomewhat  more  than  two  months, 
an  end  was  put  to  the  hopes  and 
fears  and  predidions,  to  which  the 
negotiation  had  given  rife.  Hav« 
ing  exhaufted  all  the  refources  of 
chicane  and  bad  faith,  and  dis¬ 
played  an  unbounded  infolence, 
which  had  been  too  little  refented, 
the  Diredory  drove  the  Britifti 
embafiy,  in  the  moft  offenfive 
manner,  from  the  territory  of 
B'rance.  It  was  now  to  be  ex- 
peded,  that  the  Englifti  govern¬ 
ment  would  adopt  the  moft  vigo¬ 
rous  meafures  to  avenge  this  in- 
fult ;  that  it  would  difclaim  all 
intention  of  negotiating  in  future 
till  the  enemy  was  brought  to  a 
fenfe  of  decorum ;  and  that  the 
party  in  oppofition,  to  which  this 
attempt  to  treat  was,  in  reality, 
a  fort  of  propitiatory  facrifice, 
would  henceforth  yield  the  minif- 
ters  that  fupport  which,  through 
their  organ,  Mr.  Fox,  they  had, 
in  fad,  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
feffion,  folemnly  pledged  them- 
felves  to  give.  The  minifters 
themfelves,  however,  by  declar¬ 
ing  to  the  world  their  readinefs  to 
incur  a  repetition  of  in  fult,  dis¬ 
appointed  thofe  who  had  looked  to 
them  for  energy ;  and  we  (hall 
foon  fee  that  the  oppofition,  in- 
Head  of  redeeming  their  pledge, 
only  made  the'  rupture  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  a  pretext  for  attacking 
their  political  antagonifts  with 
greater  violence  than  ever. 

On  the  return  of  lord  Malmef- 
bury  from  his  fruitlefs  and  humi- 


1  •  « 
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Hating  million,  a  meffage  was  fent 
to  both  houfes  by  his  majefty,  and 
the  neceffary  papers  were  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  them.  The  mef- 
iage  expreffed  the  utmoft  concern 
that  the  King’s  endeavours  had 
been  fruftrated  ;  declared  his  con¬ 
viction  that  the  papers  would  prove 
his  fincere  defire  of  peace,  and  that 
the  failure  had  been  occaiioned 
folely  by  the  enemy,  who  had  ad¬ 
vanced  the  molt  inadmiffible  pre- 
tenfions ;  aflured  the  two  Houfes 
that  he  looked  forward  with  anx¬ 
iety  to  the  moment  when  the 
republicans  might  be  difpofed  to 
aft  on  different  principles ;  and 
called  on  the  country,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  carry  on  the  conteft  in  a 
ftreniious  and  eifeftual  manner. 
This  meffage  was  brought  down  on 
Monday  ;  and  Thurfday  was  the 
day  fixed  for  its  difcuffion  ;  not, 
however,  without  an  attempt  being 
made  by  fome  of  rhe  members  in 
oppofition,  to  poftpone  the  debate 
for  a  week,  in  order  to  afford  an 
opportunity  for  a  fuller  attendance. 
If  thofe  members  were  of  the 
fame  opinion  as  Mr.  Sheridan,  it 
is  not  wonderful  that  they  were 
anxious  to  obtain  as  full  a  houfe  as 
they  poffibly  could.  He  repre- 
fented  the  negotiation  as  a  thing 
on  which  depended  (f  our  hopes, 
our  happinefs,  our  lives,  our  laws, 
our  liberties,  and  our  properties.” 

When  the  order  of  the  day  was 
moved  for  taking  this  meffage  into 
confideration,  the  earls  of  Guild¬ 
ford,  Derby,  and  Abingdon,  re¬ 
quired  that  the  inftruftions  given 
to  Lord  Malmefbury  fhould  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe.  It  was, 
the  earl  of  Derby  laid,  perfectly 
idle  and  nugatory  to  difcufs  the 
papers,  without  having  previoufly 
feen  the  inftruftions.  At  the  fame 


time  he  declared,  that  great  blame 
was  due  fomewhere  ;  but  both  his 
lordfhip  and  the  earl  of  Guildford 
took  care  to  exculpate  the  enemy 
from  any  (hare  in  it,  by  diftinftly 
faying  that  it  mu  ft  be  attributed 
either  to  the  ambaffador  or  to  the 
Britifh  minifters.  The  call  for 
the  inftruftions  was,  however,  op- 
pofed  by  the  other  fide,  and  was 
not  perfifted  in  by  the  noble  lords. 

This  queftion  being  difpofed  of, 
lord  Grenville  rofe  to  move  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which,  as 
is  ufual,  was  an  echo  to  the  fenti- 
ments  contained  in  the  meffage. 
Lamenting,  at  the  outfet  of  his 
fpeech,  the  failure  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  and  declaring  that  it  was  not 
attributable  to  the  miniftry,  lord 
Grenville  traced  the  various  at¬ 
tempts  which  had  been  made  to 
enter  on  a  treaty,  and  the  conduft 
which  had  been  purfued  by  the 
enemy,  down  to  the  dlfmifl’al  of 
lord  Malmefbury.  The  Direftory, 
he  faid,  had  departed  from  the 
principle  to  which  they  had  origin 
nally  acceded,  that  of  compenfa- 
tion  ;  and,  without  prefenting  any 
projeftof  their  own,  had  imperiouf- 
ly  called  for  the  delivery,  within 
twenty-four  hours,  of  the  Britifh 
ultimatum.  This  demand  of  an 
ultimatum,  before  any  difcuffion 
had  taken  place,  he  fhowed  to  be 
at  once  unufual  and  palpably  ab- 
furd.  As  to  the  doftrine  which 
they  had  advanced,  that  they 
would  not  treat  on  the  bafis  of 
mutual  reftitutions,  becaufe  to  do 
fo  would  be  contrary  to  their  laws, 
conftitution,  and  treaties,  his  lord¬ 
fhip  juftly  obferved,  that  it  never 
could  be  admitted  by  any  inde¬ 
pendent  country;  as  it,  in  faft, 
afferted  the  fupremney  of  the 
French  republic  over  the  whole  of 
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Europe*  But,  even  this  he  con¬ 
tended  to  be,  on  their  part,  a  mi- 
ferable  pretence  to  evade  a  peace, 
as  their  conftitution,  if  he  at  all 
underftood  it,  did  not  compel  them 
to  Hand  upon  any  fuch  conditions. 
He  wound  up  his  llatement  and 
arguments  by  again  protefting 
that  {i  his  Majefty  and  his  minif- 
ters  had  entered  into  the  negotia¬ 
tion  with  perfed  good  faith  ;  had 
fuffered  no  impediments  to  prevent 
their  profecuting  it  with  earneft- 
nefs  and  fincerity  ;  they  had  now 
only  to  lament  its  abrupt  termina¬ 
tion,  and  to  renew  in  the  face  of 
Europe  their  molt  folemn  decla¬ 
ration,  that  whenever  the  French 
government  fhould  be  difpofed  to 
enter  on  the  work  of  general  paci¬ 
fication,  in  a  conciliatory  and 
equitable  fpirit,  nothing  fhould  be 
wanting  on  the  part  of  this  coun¬ 
try  to  contribute  to  the  accom- 
pHfhment  of  that  great  objed, 
with  a  view  to  which  his  Majefty 
had  already  offered  fuch  confider- 
able  facrifices,  and  which  was  now 
retarded  only  by  the  exorbitant 
pretenfions  of  France.  ” 

The  proteftaticns  of  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  earneftly  as  theyvwere  de¬ 
livered,  were  liftened  to  with 
entire  difbelief  by  the  party  in 
oppofition.  They  even  feem  to 
have  excited  a  more  than  common¬ 
ly  violent  eagernefs  of  invedive. 
When  the  queftion  was  about  to 
be  put,  the  Earl  of  Guildford  rofe, 
and  commenced  a  bitter  harangue, 
introdudory  to  an  amendment. 
This  day,  he  laid,  was  the  moft 
calamitous  which  this  country  had 
ever  feen,  except,  perhaps,  that  on 
which  it  entered  into  this  moft 
difaftrous  and  unprovoked  conteft. 
It  was  alfo  the  m@ft  difgraceful  to 
minifters,  as  it  demenftrated  their 
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utter  incapacity  both  for  negotia- 
tion  and  for  war.  It  was  not  only 
a  day  of  expofure  of  their  weak- 
nefs  and  incapacity,  but  of  their 
miferable,  evafive,  and  iinifter 
proceedings,  of  their  want  of  can¬ 
dour,  and,  he  was  afraid,  of  their 
want  of  lincerity.  The  papers  on 
the  table  he  charaderized  as  a  mafs 
of  criminal  imbecility,  and  of  dif¬ 
graceful  abfurdixy,  fuch  as  he  had 
never  before  witneffed ;  and  the 
King’s  declaration  as  contemp¬ 
tible,  falfe,  and  glaringly  incon- 
liftent.  Minifters,  he  contended, 
had  been  guilty  of  deceiving  the 
parliament  by  pretexts  which  they 
knew  to  be  untrue ;  they  had 
wantonly  thrown  away  favourable 
opportunities  to  negotiate  ;  every 
principle  upon  which  they  had  fet 
out  had  been  retraced  ;  and  every 
pretenfion  which  they  had  held 
forth  they  had  furrendered. 
Though  he  deemed  the  Nether¬ 
lands  an  objed  of  importance,  he 

evidently  did  not  think  that  the 
* 

conteft  ought  to  be  continued  for 
the  purpofe  -of  recovering  them* 
The  conduct  of  the  Diredory, 
during  the  late  conferences,  he 
vindicated,  and  cenfured  that  of 
the  Britilh  government,  in  wifhing 
to  defpoii  the  Dutch  of  a  part  of 
their  poffdliqns.  The  difmiffion 
of  M.  Chauvelin  he  confidered  as 
no  lefs  offenftve  than  that  of  lord 
Malmefbury ;  and  he  blamed  the 
minifters  for  not  having  fought  for 
peace  at  the  moment  when  the 
duke  of  York  had  become  mailer 
of  Valenciennes.  The  fituation 
of  England,  he  affirmed,  was  fuch 
as  t©  render  it  impoffible  to  carry 
on  the  war ;  and  he,  therefore, 
called  on  the  Houfe  to  adopt  other 
meafures  than  thofe,  which  it  had 
hitherto  fandioned  and  confe- 

quentiy 
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quently  to  vote  the  amendment 
which  he  now  propofed. 

This  amendment  was,  of  courfe, 
of  the  fame  tenor  as  his  fpeech  ; 
abundantly  violent,  but  not 
abounding  in  either  eloquence  or 
argument.  It  ftated  the  inex- 
prefiible  concern  of  the  Houfe  that 
the  negotiation  had  been  unhappily 
fmftrated  ;  denied  the  (incerity  of 
the  minifters ;  talked  of  their  rafh- 
nefs,  injuftice,  and  long  continued 
mifeonduft  ;  expreffed  deep  regret 
that  no  treaty  had  been  entered 
into  with  the  republic  feveral  yeats 
before  :  accufed  his  maieftv’s  ad- 
vifers  of  having  then  ufed  arrogant 
and  infulting  pretences  ;  and,  fi¬ 
nally,  promifed,  ((  for  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  an  exhaufted  people,  to 
proceed  with  unremitting  dili¬ 
gence  to  inveftigate  the  causes 
which  had  produced  our  prefen t 
calamities,  and  to  offer  fuch  advice 
as  the  critical  and  alarming  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  nation  might 
require/ 

In  fupport  of  the  amendment,  it 
was  urged  by  the  earl  of  Derby, 
that  the  war  was  originally  unjuft, 
and,  even  if  juft,  had  been  conduct¬ 
ed  fo  badly  as  to  render  its  con¬ 
tinuance  unadvifable  ;  that  our 
offers  to  the  French  had  not  been 
adequate  to  what  they  had  a  right 
to  expert ;  that  we  had  provoked 
their  infult  upon  our  ambaflador, 
by  our  arrogance  ;  that  the  king¬ 
dom  was  reduced  to  a  melancholy 
condition  ;  that  it  would  be  al- 
moft  impoffible  to  raife  a  loan ; 
that  bankruptcies  were  daily  on 
the  increafe  ;  that  the  manufactures 
were  going  to  decay  ;  that  the 
penury  and  depopulation  in  the 
great  towns  was  fo  enormous,  that 
in  Birmingham  alone  4,000  houfes 
out  of  16, goo  were  untenanted; 


that  it  would  be  exceedingly  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  men  for  the  army, 
and  only  to  be  done  at  all  by  enor¬ 
mous  bounties ;  and  that  it  was 
obvioufly  impracticable  to  proceed 
any  longer  in  this  fatal  career. 
On  all  thefe  grounds,  therefore,  he 
would  vote  for  the  amendment, 
and  he  hoped  that  a  committee 
would  be  moved  for,  to  enquire 
into  the  ftate  of  the  nation. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool,  lord 
Auckland,  and  the  earl  of  Kinnoul, 
declared  themfelves  hoftile  to  the 
amendment.  By  the  earl  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  it  was  chiefly  infifted  that 
the  reftoration  of  the  Weft  India 
I  (lands,  which  were  the  fource  of 
the  French  marine,  ar\d  produced  a 
revenue  of  ten  millions,  was  a  fuf- 
ficient  price  for  the  ceflions  which 
France  was  called  on  to  make; 
that,  however,  if  fhe  had  been  of 
a  different  opinion,  fne  ought  to 
have  faid  fo,  and  to  have  dated  her 
terms  ;  and  that  the  recovery  of 
the  Netherlands  v/as  an  objeCfc  of 
great  importance  to  this  country, 
as  being  our  heft  key  to  the  con¬ 
tinental  market.  He  deprecated 
alfo  the  language  which  had  been 
held  by  fpme  perfons,  as  having  a 
tendency,  in  fuch  a  crilis,  to  lower 
the  fpirit  of  the  people. 

The  earl  of  Kjnnoul  grounded 
his  approbation  of  the  addrefs  on 
the  (incerity  which  the  minifters 
had  difplayed,  the  arrogance  ma- 
nifefted  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
abfolute  neceftity,  which  the  dif- 
miffion  of  lord  Malmeihury  had 
impofed  on  us,  of  continuing,  with 
all  poflible  vigour,  a  conteft  which 
we  were  not  allowed  at  prefent  to 
terminate,  without  danger  and  dif- 
grace. 

A  wider  fcope  in  argument  was 
taken  by  lord  Auckland.  He 

owned. 
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fowned  that,  at  the  opening  of  the 
feffion,  he  had  participated  in  fome 
of  the  fentiments  of  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam ;  hut  had  retrained  himfelf 
from  fpealting,  becaufe  he  was  un¬ 
willing  to  throw  a  prejudice  on  the 
attempt  to  treat,  which,  under  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  time,  he 
thought  an  experiment  neceffary  to 
be  made,  in  order  to  demonftrate 
to  the  world,  that  the  continuance 
of  the  calamities  of  the  war  ought 
to  be  afcribed  to  thofe  from  whofe 
madnefs  and  wickednefs  the  war 
had  originated.  Such  was  the 
reafon  that  induced  him,  repugnant 
as  it  was  to  his  feelings,  to  acqui- 
efce  in  the  negotiation.  He  was 
not,  however,  difappointed  in  the 
event.  The  conftitution  of  the 
pretended  republic  was  incompa¬ 
tible  with  a  ftate  of  peace.  In 
faft,  that  conftitution  bore  no  re- 
femblance  of  a  republic  ;  but  was 
the  mod  odious  ariftocracy  that 
had  ever  been  recorded  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  mankind.  Its  leaders  had 
no  fecurity  in  the  poffeflion  of  un¬ 
paralleled  power,  no  fafety  in  the 
confcioufnefsof  unparalleled  crimes, 
but  in  the  violent  predicament  of 
war.  The  negotiation,  however, 
would  produce  the  beneficial  effeft 
of  throwing  entirely  on  them  the 
blame  of  further  bloodlhed  ;  and, 
therefore,  it  had  his  approbation. 

In  conducing  it,  the  miniftera 
had  gone  to  the  utmoft  verge  of 
concefiion,  without  lofing  fight  of 
the  intereft  and  character  of  the 
country;  they  had,  in  every  ftep, 
blended  extreme  conciliation  with 
unfhaken  dignity.  In  common 
with  the  other  fpeakers  on  the 
fame  fide,  his  lordfhip  animadvert¬ 
ed  on  the  refufal  of  the  Dire&ory 
to  reftore  the  territories  which 
they  had  conquered,  becaufe  they 
VoiM  XXXIX, 


were  pretended  to  be  a  part  of 
their  indivifible  republic.  Even 
had  we  confented  to  admit  their 
pretenfions,  he  doubted  not  that 
others,  equally  infulting  and  ex¬ 
travagant,  would  have  been 
brdught  forward.  But,  in  truth, 
this  indivifibility  had  no  reference 
whatever  to  the  conquered  coun. 
tries.  It  merely  related  to  a  quef- 
tion,  which  had  formerly  been 
much  agitated,  whether  the  French 
provinces  Ihould  be  federal  Hates, 
or  continue  united  in  one  body. 
The  pretext  of  the  Directory  wa9, 
confequently,  the  word  which  they 
•ould  have  chofen. 

Since  they  were  refolved  not  to 
fuffer  the  fword  to  be  fheathed, 
what,  then,  ought  to  be  our  com. 
dud  ?  We  ought  to  purfue  the 
war,  manfully  and  with  redoubled 
energy,  till  our  implacable  and  cru¬ 
el  enemy  fhould  be  brought  to  the 
fituation  which  alone  could  give  u* 
a  folid  and  honourable  peace  ;  that 
fituation  was  neither  more  nor 
lefs  than  a  decided  incapacity  to 
maintain  the  conted.  It  would 
not,  he  was  convinced,  be  long 
before  they  found  themfelves  thusi 
incapacitated.  In  proof  of  this  he 
quoted  their  own  confeffions  as  to 
their  penury  of  refources.  With 
that  penury  he  con  traded  the  vaft 
refources  of  Great  Britain,  which 
he  affirmed  to  be  as  flourifhing  and 
extenfive  as  thofe  of  herantagoniffc 
were  withered  and  circumfcribed  $ 
and  this  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
prove,  whenever  a  difcuflion  fhould 
take  place  on  that  important  fub*. 
jeft. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  and  the 
earl  of  Abingdon  were  the  only 
other  peers  who  fpoke  in  favour 
of  the  amendment.  Thefpeechof 
the  latter  nobleman  was  extremely 
[I?]  cocci  fe* 
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eoncife.  He  difbelieved  the  fin- 
cerity  of  the  miniftry ;  declared 
the  conduct  of  the  Directory  o 
have  been  open  and  manly  ;  quoted 
a  paffage  from  the  New  Tefta- 
meat  ;  and  drew  a  difadvantageous 
comparifon  between  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his  illuftrious  father. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  neeeffanly 
went  over  much  of  the  fame  ground 
as  his  friends.  Somewhat  out  of 
the  beaten  trail  he,  neverthe- 
lefs,  did  go.  The  miniiters,  he 
faid,  had  employed  aider tions  in- 
llead  of  arguments  ;  and,  avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  the  language  of  lord 
Auckland,  he  laboured  to  prove 
that  their  affertions  were  contra¬ 
dictory,  and  of  courfc  deltruilive 
of  each  other.  With  refpeCt  to 
the  Netherlands,  he  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  Directory  were 
not  bent  on  keeping  them,  but 
would  relinquifh  them  for  an  equi¬ 
valent.  To  thofe  articles  of  accu- 
fation,  which  had  already  been 
directed  againft  the  miniiters,  he 
added  another,  which  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  had  any  foundation. 
It  was,  that  they  had  aCted  on  a 
principle  of  augmenting  the  power 
of  great  lutes,  at  the  expenfe  of 
thofe  which  were  weaker.  Had 
this  even  been  the  cafe,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  conceive  how  they  could 
with  any  j  u  if  ice  be  arraigned  for 
if,  by  thofe  who  were  willing  to 
fee  the  cololdal  power  of  France 
extended,  in  almolt  every  direc¬ 
tion,  to  fuch  an  enormous  degree. 

Thefe  arguments  were  contro¬ 
verted  by  lord  Spencer  and  the 
lord  chancellor,  who,  like  the 
fpeakers  on  the  other  lide,  could 
not  avoid  repeating  much  of  what 
had  previoufly  been  urged.  Lord 
Spencer  llrongly  reafferted  the  fin- 
cerity  of  himfelf  and  his  colleagues, 
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and  their  intention  to  procure  & 
peace,  whenever  it  could  poflibly 
be  accomplilhed.  Nor  did  he  yet, 
he  declared,  defpair  of  bringing 
our  enemies  to  a  better  fenfe  of 
what  they  owed  to  themfelves, 
and  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe^ 
1  hat  hope  is  one  of  the  moll  vi¬ 
vacious  feelings  of  the  human 
bread  has  often  been  remarked  ; 
and  this  declaration  of  lord  Spen¬ 
cer’s  affords  one  evidence  more 
that  the  remark  is  founded  on 
truih. 

By  the  lord  chancellor  the 
amendment  was  treated  with  con- 
fiderable  fe verity.  It  was,  he 
faid,  fo  fingular  in  its  nature,  and 
fo  extraordinary  in  its  tendency, 
that  it  excited  in  him  the  ut- 
nioll  furprife.  Its  effect,  if  it 
were  poffible  for  it  to  be  adopted, 
could  not  fail  to  be  of  the  molt 
prejudicial  kind.  It  tended  to 
humble  the  nation  before  the  exe¬ 
cutive  Diredory,  and  to  invite 
them  to  put  their  feet  on  our 
necks. 

Having  defended  the  condudt  of 
the  miniiters,  he  took  notice  of 
fome  affertions  which  had  been 
made,  with  refpeCt  to  the  pecuni¬ 
ary  lituation  of  the  country.  It 
was  not  true  that  bankruptcies 
were  enc^eafing.  On  the  contrary, 
iu  the  prefect  year,  the  number 
was  rather  above  one  fifth  iefs  than 
the  average  of  the  lalt  twelve 
years.  That  our  wealth  was  aug¬ 
menting  might  be  inferred  from 
the  furpius  ol  monies  brought  into 
the  treafu^ry  of  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  amounting  to  960,000 
pounds,  of  which  he  computed 
800,000  pounds  to  have  been 
faved  during  the  current  year. 
The  manufactures,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  what  had  been  afferted,  were 

never 
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never  more  flourifhing  ;  nor  was 
the  quantity  of  Englifh  goods  ex¬ 
ported  ever  greater  than  it  was 
now.  Such,  indeed,  were  the 
riches  of  Great  Britain,  that  fub- 
fcriptions,  to  a  large  amount,  to 
the  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  had 
been  fent  from  various  towns,  after 
the  loan  had  been  filled  up.  Never 
was  the  public  profpericy  higher 
than  at  this  moment.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  never,  he  faid,  at  any 
period  of  Englifh  hiftory,  when  a 
negotiation  had  been  broken  off, 
did  thofe  who  oppofed  the  miniftry, 
never  till  this  period,  think  of 
bringing  forward  a  motion  like 
€t  that  thing  **  which  he  then  held 
in  his  hand. 

After  a  brief  reply  from  the 
earl  of  Derby,  who  vindicated 
the  truth  of  his  aflertions,  refped- 
ing  the  declining  ftate  of  manu- 
fadures,  and  affirmed  that  our 
boafied  exports  either  remained 
unfold,  or  had  been  fold  at  a  lofs 
of  25  per  cent,  the  queftion  was 
put  on  the  amendment,  which  was 
rejeded  by  a  large  majority ; 
there  being  only  eight  contents 
againft  eighty-fix  non-contents. 

As  foon  as  the  numbers  had 
been  declared,  earl  Fitzwilliam 
brought  forward  an  amendment, 
which  breathed  a  very  different 
fpirit  from  that  of  the  earl  of 
Guildford,  but  was  equally  ur.fuc- 
cefsfuh  He  contended  that  the 
minifters  had  abandoned  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  the  war  was  com¬ 
menced  ;  that  many  enterprizes 
againft  the  enemy  had  been  badly 
planned  and  executed  ;  that  no¬ 
thing  had  occurred  to  juftify  our 
treating  with  the  republicans ; 
and,  reminding  t-he  Houfe  of  the 
infulting  official  note  of  the  Di¬ 
redory,  to  which  he  had  alluded 


on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  he 
alked  if  any  man  in  poffeffion  of  his 
fenfes,  could,  after  fuch  an  attack 
as  that,  have  imagined  that  the 
Diredory  was  inclined  to  liften  to 
any  terms  which  our  ambaffador 
could  propofe. 

The  amendment,  after  returning 
thanks  for  the  communication  of 
the  papers,  ftated  that,  not  doubt* 
ing  of  his  majefty’ s  ardent  de- 
fire  for  an  honourable  peace,  the 
Houfe  was  convinced,  by  what  had 
recently  pafied,  that  no  future  at¬ 
tempt  to  treat  could  be  wife,  de¬ 
corous,  and  fafe,  till  the  common 
enemy  fhould  have  abandoned  his 
hoftile  difpofition  to  all  other 
ftates,  by  ceafing  to  place  his  own 
internal  regulations  above  the  pub¬ 
lic  Jaw  of  Europe  ;  that  it  was 
induced  by  its  prefent  experience 
only  to  adhere  more  fteadily  to 
the  royal  declaration  of  Odober^ 
1793  ;  that  it  would  never  con* 
fider  the  prefent  holders  of  the 
power  in  France,  under  whatever 
name  or  external  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  that  power  might  be  exer~ 
cifed,  as  capable  of  maintaining 
the  ordinary  relations  of  peace  and 
amity,  until  they  fhould  have  de¬ 
claimed  in  condud,  no  lefs  than  in 
words,  that  fyftem  which,  having 
emanated  from  the  original  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  French  revolution,  ftill 
continued  to  operate  in  a  more 
dangerous,  becaufe  a  more  fpecious 
form  ;  and  that  the  Houfe  entreat¬ 
ed  his  majefty  to  he  perfuaded 
that  in  all  its  deliberations  it 
would  bear  in  mind  the  true 
grounds  and  origin  of  the  war, 
would  ever  remember  with  juft 
indignation  the  attack  made  on  his 
majefty  and  his  allies,  and  the  de- 
ftrudive  principle  on  which  that 
attack  was  founded,  and  would 

[£2]  perfevere 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797'. 


20] 

perfevere  with  union  and  vigour  in 
its  exerrions,  being  ftill  more  than 
ever  fenfible  that,  by  difcontinuing 
©r  relaxing  our  efforts,  we  could 
hardly  procare  even  a  fliort  inter¬ 
nal  of  delufrve  repofe,  and  could 
certainly  never  obtain  either  fe- 
curity  or  peace. 

This  amendment,  into  which 
were  incorporated  feveral  paflages 
from  former  refolutions  of  the 
Houfe,  did  not  give  rife  to  any 
debate,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was 
eoncifely  replied  to  by  earl  Spen¬ 
cer,  and  lord  Grenville,  who  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  averting 
their  confiftency,  and  difavowing 
the  idea  of  having  ever  entertained 
the  extravagant  projelt  of  waging 
ygainft  France  an  internecine  war. 

On  the  queftion  being  put  on 
this  amendment,  it  was  negatived 
without  a  divilion.  The  original 
addrefs  was  then  put  and  carried. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  debate,  the 
duke  of  Bedford  expreffed  his  con¬ 
viction  that  the  country  could 
neither  enjoy  peace  nor  profperity 
without  a  change  of  men  and  mea- 
fures.  He,  therefore,  he  faid,  in¬ 
tended  to  make  a  motion  to  that 
cfted,  but  would  previoufly  move 
for  an  enquiry  into  the  Hate  of  the 
nation.  For  that  purpofe  he 
moved  that  the  Lords  fhould  be 
fummoned  for  that  day  fortnight. 
This  motion  was,  however,  nega¬ 
tived  ;  and  the  Houie  adjourned 
for  the  Chriftmas  recefs. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  there 
were  fewer  fpeakers,  but  the  fub- 
je£t  produced  a  greater  flow  of 
eloquence  there  than  it  had  done 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  The  two 
leading  political  rivals,  took,  as 
was  to  be  expelled,  a  prominent 
part  in  the  difeuffion.  The  ad¬ 
drefs  to  his  majefty,  in  anfwer  to 


the  meffage,  was  moved  by  Mrv 
Pitt.  In  his  exordium,  he  de» 
dared  his  “  deep  and  poignant 
regret  ’*  at  the  abrupt  clofing  of  a 
negotiation,  of  the  favourable 
iftue  of  which  fanguine  hopes 
might,  he  thought,  have  been  well 
entertained.  In  his  feelings  of 
regret  he  was  doubt lefs  joined  by 
the  members  in  oppofttion,  but,  in- 
uttering  thofe  feelings,  he  ufed 
language  which,  though  fan&ioned 
by  truth,  could  not  fail  to  excite 
anger  in  his  opponents.  He  re- 
afferted  the  jufUice  and  neceftity  of 
the  war  ;  and  fpoke  of  revolu¬ 
tionary  infolence  and  aggreflion  in 
foitable  terms  of  cenfure.  Thofe 
exertions  which  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  had  made  to  reft  ore 
peace,  he  did  not,  however,  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  wholly  thrown  away. 
They  mil  ft,  he  faid,  prove  to 
which  party  the  prolongation  of 
the  war  was  to  be  imputed  ;  they 
would  tend  at  once  to  unite  Eng¬ 
land  and  to  divide  France  ;  they 
would  animate  our  endeavours 
with  new  energy  and  confidence, 
while  they  muft  have  the  certain 
effeft  to  enfeeble  and  to  embarrafs 
the  operations  of  the  enemy.  At 
the  fame  time,  with  an  obvious 
mifgiving  of  the  manner  in  which 
his  antagonifts  would  conduct 
themfelves,  he  added,  it  remains  to 
be  feen  whether  there  are  any  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  this  houfe,  who,  as 
friends  to  peace,  as  friends  to  their 
country,  who,  confident  with  the 
principles  of  ftatefmen,  or  the 
feelings  of  patriots,  can  difeover 
any  alternative  in  the  ultimate 
line  of  conduit  to  be  purfued. 

Having  touched  on  thefe  points, 
he  proceeded  to  give  a  fketch  of 
the  various  attempts  that  had  been 
made,  to  induce  the  republicans  to 
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-abate  fomewhat  of  their  pride,  and 
tiften  to  the  felicitations  of  the 
allies.  He  commenced  with  the 
offers  which  had  been  made 
through  the  channel  of  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham,  and  commented  on  the  re- 
pulfive  mode  in  which  they  had 
been  received.  In  anfwer  to  ©ur 
overtures,  a  principle  was  advan¬ 
ced,  fo  manifeftly  cm  juft,  fo  unde¬ 
niably  abfbrd,  that,  whatever 
difference  of  opinion  fub  lifted  on 
other  points,  there  was  no  man 
living  who  had  the  temerity  to 
fupport  it.  It  aliened  a  right, 
arifing  out  of  a  law  of  the  French 
conftitution,  to  cancel  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  treaties,  and  to  annul  the 
public  law  of  Europe.  -'So  pal¬ 
pably  iniquitous  was  this,  that 
Come  were  almoft  inclined  to  doubt 
whether  it  was  fair  and  candid  to 
attribute  fuch  a  pretenfion  to  the 
Directory.  It  was  thought  that 
their  ideas  on  the  fubjedi  mu  ft  have 
been  mifconceived.  Bu£  the  Di¬ 
rectory  fpeedily  took,  care  to  con¬ 
vince  us  that  their  fentiments  had 
*siot  been  mifunderftood.  Previouf- 
ly  to  the  rupture  of  the  arroiftice, 
the  emperor  having  defired  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  together  with  his  allies, 
he  was  treated  with  the  fame 
haughtinefs  as  we  ourfelves  had 
experienced,  and  was  told  that  he 
might  feed  a  plenipotentiary,  to 
fettle  a  peace  conformably  to  the 
laws  and  conftitution  of  the  re¬ 
public.  Neverthelefs,  all  this,  it 
appears,  did  not  teach  the  Britifti 
ininifters  how  little  was  to  be 
gained  by  Application.  Hoping, 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  the  fubfequent 
diftreffes  and  embarraffments  of 
France  would  induce  her  to  liflen 
with  rather  more  complacency  to 
pacific  language,  his  majefty, 
u  without  having  witneffed  any 
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indication  on  their  part  of  fenti- 
ments  more  peaceful,  or  more  con¬ 
ciliatory,  without  their  having 
difeovered  any  refraftkm  of  the 
principles  fet  up  in  reply  to  his 
ftrft  propofal,0  determined  to  try 
the  fuccefs  of  a  new  attempt  to  put 
an  end  to  the  conteft. 

It  is  plain  that,  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  open  a  negotiation,  Mr. 
Pitt  yielded  to  the  clamour  of  the 
members  in  oppefition.;  and  he 
alio  indirectly  confeffed  that  he 
had  adopted  their  idea,  that  nego¬ 
tiation  had  in  it  fome thing  capable 
of  neutralizing  any  infult  or  dif- 
grace  which  it  might  bring  down 
©n  the  party  defirous  to  negotiate. 
He  drew  an  elaborate  and  finking 
picture  of  the  ftubborn  perseve¬ 
rance  which  the  minifters  had  dis¬ 
played,  in  filing  to  the  rulers  of 
France  to  liflen  to  their  entreaties. 
The  en  voy  of  a  .neutral  power  ha¬ 
ving,  he  faid,  been  recommended, 
as  the  fitteft  perfon  through  whom 
to  make  an  application  to  the 
Directory,  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  pitched  upon  the  reprefenta- 
tiv  e  of  Denmark.  After  long  de~ 
lay,  the  anfwer  was,  that  the  Di¬ 
rectory  would  not  attend  to  any 
irtdireCt  overture  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  neutral  powers,  but  that 
the  Englifh  plenipotentiary  might 
proceed  to  the  frontier  and  wait 
for  paffports.  If  the  minifters  had 
wifhed  r©  avail  themfelves  of  piau- 
fible  grounds  for  going  no  further, 
he  fubrnitted  to  the  Houfe  whether 
this  treatment  u/ould  not  have 
Applied  them.  Bi  t,  even  to  this 
they  fubrnitted  ;  and  feat  a  flag  of 
truce  to  Calais.  The  Directory, 
feemg  the  odium  to  which  their 
refulal  would  expofe  them,  were 
now  compelled  to  grant  leave  for 
our  amhaffador  to  proceed  to  Paris. 
V  33  ‘  This 
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This  he  Teemed  to  confider  as,  on 
our  part,  a  kind  of  triumph. 

As  it  had,  he  owned,  been  fore. 
Teen  that  all  the  burthen  of  the 
bufinefs  would  be  thrown  upon 
this  country,  which  would,  conse¬ 
quently,  be  called  on  to  encounter 
the  additional  difficulty  of  pro- 
pofing  fpecific  terms,  the  fir  ft 
thing  which  had  been  done  was  to 
endeavour  to  eftablifii  Tome  bafis, 
on  which  the  negotiation  might 
be  founded.  Without  that, 
nothing  could  be  accomplished. 
The  bafis  fixed  on  was  a  bafis  of 
compenfation,  not  of  ambition  or 
aggrandizement,  but  of  that  com¬ 
penfation  which  was  due  for  the 
conquefts  achieved  by  the  valour 
and  perfeverance  of  our  lorces.  A 
bafis  more  equitable,  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  fecure  the  interefts  of 
our  allies,  to  maintain  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  Europe,  or  more  ho¬ 
nourable  to  this  country,  he  was 
confident  was  never  propofed.  It 
had,  indeed,  been  objected  to  in 
England,  but  it  was  admitted  by 
the  enemy. 

Nothing  was,  however,  gained 
by  this  ad  million.  After  the  bafis 
bad  been  reludlantly  agreed  to,  the 
Directory  continued  to  throw  frefh 
obftacles  in  the  way.  They  in- 
lifted  upon  a  fpecific  ftatement  of 
the  objects  of  compenfation.  It 
was,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  a  point 
well  unaerfiood,  that  the  final 
terms,  to  be  confidered  as  binding 
on  the  parties,  never  formed  a 
part  of  the  original  propofition. 
It  had  been,  as  tar  as  poffible,  the 
ufual  practice  to  render  the  ftate- 
ment  of  terms  mutual,  to  give 
reciprocally,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
the  explanations,  the  conceffions, 
and  the  demands  upon  which  each 
fide  was  difpofed  to  infill.  The 


propriety  of  this  was  obvious. 
Without  Tuch  a  mode  of  proceed* 
ing,  it  was  impracticable  to  know 
the  value  which  was  fet  upon  a 
particular  conceffion,  or  a  particu¬ 
lar  acquifition,  and  upon  what  con¬ 
ditions  this  was  to  be  compenfated, 
and  that  abandoned.  This  diffi¬ 
culty  exifted  in  all  negotiations; 
more  efpecially,  when  doubts 
were  entertained  of  the  fincerity 
of  thofe  with  whom  the  bufinefs 
was  carrying  on  ;  but  moft  of  ail, 
when  no  advance,  no  reciprocal 
offer,  had  been  made.  Such,  in 
this  inftance,  was  the  cafe.  The 
Directory  had  inceffantiy  ftarted 
new  cavils,  and  their  demands  had 
been  accompanied  with  no  difclo- 
Ture  of  the  terms  to  which  they 
would  accede.  Under  thefe  hof- 
tile  circumftances,  how  difficult 
muft  it  have  been  to  bring  forward 
fpecific  offers  with  any  profpedl  of 
fuccefs.  Yet  the  fame  motives 
which,  on  former  occafions,  had 
induced  his  Majefty  to  furmount 
the  obftacles  feduloufiy  raifed  by 
the  enemy,  had  induced  him  here 
to  remove  every  pretext  which 
they  might  have  ufed  for  eluding 
a  negotiation.  Plans  were  given 
in,  ftating  alfo  conditions  for  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain. 

Previoufly  to  his  entering  on 
the  detail  of  the  terms,  Mr.  Pitt 
digreffed  awhile,  though,  indeed, 
from  its  bearing  on  the  fubjett,  it 
could  fcarcely  be  called  a  digref- 
fion,  to  contrail  the  relative  lun¬ 
ation  of  England  and  France.  Our 
arms,  he  find,  every  where  trium¬ 
phant,  had  added  to  our  diftant 
poffeffions,  and  extended,  by  thofe 
colonial  acquifitions,  thefources  of 
our  commerce,  our  wealth,  and 
our  profperity,  to  a  degree  unpa¬ 
ralleled  even  in  the  annals  of  this 
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country.  No  fymptom  of  radi¬ 
cal  decay,  no  proof  of  confuming 
flrength,  was  to  be  difcovered 
when  we  looked  around  us.  On 
the  contrary,  he  was  convinced 
that  never  was  Great  Britain  m  a 
more  flotirifhmg  date.  The  tem¬ 
porary  embarraffments  which  we 
had  experienced;  and  which  had 
excited  fo  much  alarm,  and  fo 
many  finifter  predictions,  were  lefs 
the  effed  of  real  diflrefs  than  of 
accidental  derangement,  arifing 
from  encreafing  capital  and  fpread- 
ing  commerce.  They  were  not 
evidences  of  decline,  but  of  the 
magnitude  and  reality  or  our  re¬ 
sources.  But  wb?  was  the  cafe 
with  France  ?  Severely  and  lafi> 
ingly  had  (he  buffered  from  the 
conteft.  The  republicans  were  at 
length  arrived  at  a  cribs,  which 
mull  preclude  them  from  the  pof- 
fibility  of  continuing  in  the  fyf- 
tem  on  which  they  had  a  fled. 
From  their  own  confellion  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  there  was  an  almofl 
total  failure  of  their  means.  Every 
branch  of  their  military  fervice 
was  in  dilirefs.  Their  finances 
were  incompetent  even  to  difeharge 
the  interell  of  their  debt,  to  fup- 
port  their  charitable  inilitutions, 
to  maintain  their  police,  and,  in 
fhort,  to  ufe  the  words  of  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  Diredory  to  the 
Councils,  to  do  any  thing  more 
than  organize  afiaflination.  Was 
France,  then,  able  to  effed  her 
ambitious  purpofes,  and  to  trample 
Europe  under  her  feet  ?  Or  ought 
we  to  defert  our  allies,  to  be  falfe 
to  ourfelves,  and  refign,  without 
a  ftruggle,  that  which,  in  other 
times,  all  her  power  and  all  her 
riches  could  never  extort  frum  us  ? 

What  were  the  terms  wh  ch  we 
propofed  ?  What  were  we  to  at. 
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tain  by  the  conquefls  which  we 
had  achieved  ?  For  ourfelves,  we 
had  nothing  to  alk.  All  that  was 
our  own,  our  dominions,  our  in¬ 
dependence,  our  conflitution,  we 
could  hold  without  the  permiffion 
of  the  enemy.  They  depended 
upon  the  valour  and  the  patriotifm 
of  the  Brkifh  people,  who  would 
maintain  them  without  condition, 
and  enjoy  them  without  depend¬ 
ence.  It  was  for  others  that  we 
were  to  make  facrifices.  The 
faith  of  treaties  to  which  we  were 
pledged,  called  on  us  to  agree  to 
fuch  terms  of  peace  alone  as  the 
intereft  of  our  allies  and  of  Europe 
required.  What  lefs  could  we  do 
than  to  claim  that  the  poffeflions  of 

the  emoeror  fhould  be  reftored  ? 

* 

This,  however,  might  have  been 
modified.  The  ceffion  of  the  ter¬ 
ritory  between  the  Rhine  and  the 
Mofelle  was  likewife  to  be  de« 
manded  from  France:  but  this  ar- 

f  * 

tide,  too,  was  fubjed  to  modifi¬ 
cation.  When  the  refloring  of 
the  conquefls  in  Italy  was  infilled 
on,  it  was  not  thence  to  be  inferred 
that. Savoy  and  Nice  were  to  be 
included  ;  for  in  no  geographical 
view  could  they  be  component 
parts  of  that  country.  But  though 
all  the  demands  of  conceflion  were 
advanced  under  the  principle  of 
future  modification  and  arrange¬ 
ment,  the  demand  of  the  reflitu- 
tion  of  the  Netherlands  was  con- 
fidered  as  the  point  on  which  no 
relaxation  could  be  admitted.  Yet, 
even  thofe  provinces  were  to  be  fub¬ 
jed  to  its  adion,  provided  no  por¬ 
tion  of  them  was  to  be  allotted  to 
France.  In  return  for  this,  our  offer 
was  fo  liberal  that,  were  it  not  that 
we  were  afting  on  ideas  of  good 
faith  to  our  ally,  and  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  interefts  of  Europe,  it  would 
[B  4]  be 
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be  more  natural  to  fufped  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  furrender  than  to  doubt 
of  the  fincerity  of  the  object. 
But  for  thofe  important  confi(lera- 
tions,  it  would  have  been  a  bold 
ftep  to  propofe  fuch  a  facrifice,  as 
that  of  reftoring  all  the  colonies 
on  which  the  profperity  of  France 
fo  mainly  depended.  With  refped 
to  the  Spanifh  divifton  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  the  French  pretended  to 
keep  it  on  the  footing  of  poffef- 
fion ;  though,  in  reality,  they 
were  not  matters  of  it  ;  nay,  at 
this  moment  probably  held  not  a 
fingle  inch  of  its  foil.  By  title 
they  had  no  right  whatever  ;  for 
Spain  could  convey  none,  as  her 
doing  it  was  a  contravention  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  We  were, 
therefore,  juftified  in  looking  on 
St.  Domingo  as  an  article  of  com- 
penfation.  With  refped  to  Hol¬ 
land,  were  it  poflible  to  give  back 
to  that  ftate  her  independence,  her 
importance,  her  fecurity,  her  real 
lank  in  the  European  common¬ 
wealth,  we  fhould  not  be  very 
rigid  in  the  fettlement  of  thofe 
acquifitions  which  we  had  made  at 
her  expence.  But,  unfortunately, 
we  could  not  now  regard  her  in 
this  defirable  point  of  view.  The 
continental  cefiions  which  France 
had  obtained  from  Holland  might 
afford  fijbjed  for  difcuffion,  as  to 
the  manner  ip  which  they  could 
beft  be  arranged  for  the  good  of 
Holland  and  the  allies :  but,  view- 
ing  them  in  the  light  of  reftitu- 
tion,  thofe  cettions,  and  the  con- 
quefts  given  up  by  England,  could 
be  confidered  merely  as  an  addition 
to  the  ftrength  of  France.  Thofe 
which  we  refufed  to  yield  up,  we 
retained  only  becaufe  we  would  not 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
the  means  of  executing  his  long 


cherifhed  plan,  for  undermining 
our  Indian  empire,  and  deftroying 
our  Indian  commerce. 

On  this  evidence  he  appealed  to 
the  Houfe  whether  the  miniflers 
had  not  aded  with  fairnefs,  can* 
dour,  and  really  pacific  intentions; 
never,  at  the  fame  time,  lofing 
fight  of  a  peace  advantageous  for 
our  allies,  fafe  for  Europe,  and  ho¬ 
nourable  for  this  country.  With 
refped  to  any  fpecittc  terms  of 
peace,  which  it  might  be  proper 
to  adopt  or  refufe,  he  did  not 
think  it  wife  for  the  Houfe  to  pro¬ 
nounce  an  opinion.  This  might 
ftill  be  confidered  as  a  dormant 
negotiation,  capable  of  being  re¬ 
newed,  and  it  would  be  impolitic 
to  give  a  pledge  to  any  fpecific 
terms,  which,  in  fad,  had  never 
been  adhered  to  by  parliament, 
and  had  never  been  given  without 
rafhnefs.  Terms  mutt  be  governed 
by  circumftances.  All  that  he 
afked  of  parliament  was,  to  add 
its  testimony  to  the  fincerity  with 
which  his  majefty  had  endeavoured 
to  reftore  peace,  and  its  approba- 
tion  of  the  fteps  which  had  been 
taken,  to  accomplifh  that  objed, 
by  his  majefty’s  minifters. 

On  the  ftrange  demand  of  ap 
ultimatum,  Mr.  Pitt  commented 
with  confiderable  force.  The  ut¬ 
ter  impoflibility  of  complying  with 
fuch  a  demand  could  not  but  be 
obvious.  Was  it  pradicable  to 
reconcile  difcordancies,  to  fmooth 
oppqfition,  or  promote  good  un-? 
derftanding,  in  this  manner  2  Was 
an  ultimatum,  which  meant  the 
propofal  intended  to  come  nearett 
to  the  views  of  all  parties,  and 
to  ftate  the  loweft  terms,  was  it 
thus  to  be  made  out  at  random, 
without  knowing  what  the  enemy 
on  their  part  would  concede,  or 

what 
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what  on  ours  they  would  prefer  ? 
A  proportion  drawn  up  in  fuch  a 
mode,  without  explanation,  with¬ 
out  information,  could  not  fuc- 
ceed.  Becaufe,  however,  lord 
Malmefbury  could  notcomply  with 
this  abfurd  demand,  he  was  or¬ 
dered  to  quit  Paris  within  eight 
and  forty  hours.  He  alfo  animad¬ 
verted  on  the  captious  objeftion 
made  by  the  Directory  to  the  fre¬ 
quent  couriers  difpatched  to  his 
court  by  our  ambaflador ;  and  he 
placed  in  a  ftrong  light  the  per- 
verfenefs  or  infolence  of  propofmg 
to  continue  the  negociation  through 
the  medium  of  couriers.  Mr. 
Pitt  juftly  defcribed  this  conduct 
as  a  ftudied  infult  offered  to  the 
Britifh  Sovereign  by  the  French 
Directory,  it  js,  however,  won¬ 
derful,  that,  after  fuch  an  infult, 
added  to  the  numbers  which  had 
before  been  heaped  us,  he  fhould 
perfid  in  believing  that  the  nego¬ 
ciation  ought  not  to  be  confidered 
as  dead,  but  only  as  dormant. 

Nor,  he  urged,  was  this  all.  At 
the  moment  when  they  difmilTed  our 
plenipotentiary,  they  rejefted  the 
bafis  which  they  had  before  admit¬ 
ted,  and  declared  that  they  would 
liften  to  no  propofajs  contrary  to 
the  conftitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
which  bound  the  republic.  That  is 
to  fay,  they  required,  not  as  an  ul 
timafum,  but  as  a  preliminary, 
that  they  fhould  be  permitted  to 
retain  all  thofe  territories  of  which 
the  chance  of  war  had  put  them 
into  momentary  pofleffion,  and  re- 
fpefting  which  they  had  thought 
proper,  jn  contempt  of  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  equity,  and  of  the  re¬ 
ceived  law  of  nations,  to  pafs  a 
conftitutional  aft,  which,  as  they 
ihofe  to  interpret  it,  ordered  that 
they  fhould  not  be  alienated  from 


the  republic.  If,  however,  their 
mode  of  interpreting  the  law  was 
cor  reft,  how  came  they  ever  to 
admit  the  principle  of  compenfa- 
tion  ?  It  would,  indeed,  have  been 
a  ft  range  principle  of  compenfation 
which  enabled  them  to  retain  all 
their  conquefts,  and  compelled  us 
to  reftore  all  thofe  which  we  had 
made.  But  what  law  of  nations 
was  there  that,  in  the  remoteft: 
degree,  countenanced  fuch  a  mon- 
ftrous  claim,  as  that  we  fhould 
make  no  propofals  inconfiftent  with 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  France? 
During  the  war  in  which  the  ter¬ 
ritory  was  conquered,  no  annexa¬ 
tion  of  conquered  territory  could 
be  valid.  No  feparate  aft  of  a 
feparate  government  could  dififolre 
the  ties  fubfifting  between  other 
governments.  In  his  opinion, 
there  was  no  principle  of  the  law 
of  nations  more  clear  than  that, 
when,  in  the  courfe  of  a  war,  any 
nation  acquired  new  dominions  by 
the  fword,  fuch  nation  had  only 
an  inchoate  right  to  them,  and  that 
they  did  not  become  property  till 
the  conelufion  of  the  conteft. 
Were  a  pretenfion  like  that  which 
was  fet  up  by  France  to  be  tole¬ 
rated,  it  would  be  a  fource  of  eter¬ 
nal  hoftility  :  it  would  for  ever 
bar  the  door  againft  all  treaty 
between  the  contending  parties. 

Having  fully  argued  this  point, 
Mr.  Pitt  affirmed,  that  the  repub¬ 
licans  had  been  flagrantly  inconfift¬ 
ent  in  their  manner  of  applying 
their  own  maxims  on  this  fubjeft  ; 
and  of  this  he  produced  examples* 
With  regard  to  the  Netherlands, 
he  maintained  that,  even  by  the 
letter  of  their  own  conftitution, 
they  ought  to  be  exempted  from 
its  operation  ;  and  by  reference  to 
that  code  he  proved  that  the  Di- 
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re&ory  had  the  power  to  alienate, 
if  they  pleafed,  any  of  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  republic.  Bet,  fup. 
pofrog  them  not  to  be  fo  autho¬ 
rized,  was  there  no  remedy  ?  Yes, 
there  was  a  remedy.  The  pri¬ 
mary  aflemblies  might  be  con¬ 
voked,  and  they  could  fan&ion 
any  cefiion  which  was  requifite. 
This,  it  was  faid,  would  be  in¬ 
convenient.  And  were  we  to  dif- 
grace  our  character,  relinquilh  our 
conquers,  deceive  our  allies,  and 
deliver  up  Europe  bound  hand  and 
foot,  becaufe,  forfooth,  it  would 
be  an  inconvenience  to  our  enemies 
to  convoke  the  primary  affem- 
blies  l 

Even  were  we  difpofed  to  yield 
obedience  to  their  new-fangled 
conftitution,  this  would  not  fuffice. 
Something  more  remained  to  be 
yielded.  We  inuft  propofe  nothing 
contrary  to  their  treaties.  This 
claim  was,  if  poflible,  worfe  than 
the  former.  In  that  inkance  we 
had  a  text  upon  which  to  com¬ 
ment;  but  here  we  were  in  the 
kate  of  thofe  diviners  who  were 
left  to  guefs  at  the  dreams  which 
the  y  were  called  upon  to  interpret. 
How  could  we  know  what  the 
Dutch  might  have  ceded  to  F ranee  ; 
or  whether  France  might  not  have 
an  oath  in  heaven  never  to  give  up 
the  ceflions  made  by  Holland? 
Who  could  tell  whether  her  treaty 
with  Spain  did  not  contain  fome 
fecret  articles,  guaranteeing  ro  the 
latter  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar, 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  or  fome  other 
valuable  Britifh  pnkV-kion  ?  And 
how  was  it  to  be  known,  whether 
the  performance  of  thefe  engager, 
ments  was  not  included  under  the 
pretenf  on  which  the  Directory  had 
now  advanced  ?  Who  could  found 
where  no  line  could  fathom?  And, 


when  even  all  this  difgrace  had 
been  id  bruit  ted  to,  in  what  fixa¬ 
tion  fhould  we  Hand  ?  After  ac¬ 
cepting  of  terms  of  which  we  were 
entirely  ignorant,  and  refigning  all 
that  was  important  for  us  to  keep, 
we  might  at  laid  arrive  at  a  difeuf- 
fion  of  the  government  which 
France  might  chufe  to  eftablifh  in 
Italy,  and  of  the  fate  which  il 
might  pleafe  her  to  affign  to  Ger¬ 
many. 

“  In  fa<ft,”  faid  Mr.  Fitt,  iS  the 
quckion  is  not  how  much  you  will 
give  for  peace,  but  how  much  dif¬ 
grace  you  will  fuller  at  the  outfet, 
how  much  degradation  you  will 
fubmit  to  as  a  preliminary.  In 
thefe  circumkances,  then,  are  we 
to  perfevere  in  the  war  with  a  {pi¬ 
nt  and  energy  worthy  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  name  and  the  Britifh  charadfer; 
or  are  we,  by  fending  couriers  to 
Paris,  to  prokrate  ourfelyes  at  the 
feet  of  a  ftubborn  and  fupercilious 
government,  to  do  whatever  they 
may  require,  and  to  yield  to  what¬ 
ever  they  may  impofe  ?  1  hope  that 
there  is  not  a  hand  belonging  to 
thofe  who  are  in  his  Majeky*s 
councils  which  would  hgn  the  pro- 
pofals  ;  that  there  is  not  in  the 
break  of  any  man  in  this  houfe  a 
heart  which  would  fa  tuft  ion  the 
meafure ;  and  that  there  is  not,  in 
the  Britifn  dominions,  a  fingleper- 
fon  who,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  would 
allow  himfelf  to  be  degraded  by 
adfing  as  the  courier. y> 

The  firk  who  rofe  in  oppofitiort 
to  the  addrefs  was  Mr.  Erlkine. 
He  began  by  expreiTing  his  difap- 
pointment  that  it  was  not  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  kind.  As  far,  he  faid,  as 
he  underftood  the  addrefs,  it  would, 
if  adopted,  pledge  the  Houfe  to 
fupport  a  war  without  end,  or  at 
leak  till  France  was  brought  to  a 
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<Sifpofition  unlike  that  which  fhe 
manifefted  at  prefen t.  If  this  were 
the  cafe,  there  would  be  no  limit 
to  the  duration  of  the  eonteft,  till 
we  were  overtaken  by  calamities, 
the  preffure  of  which  would  com¬ 
pel  us  to  give  way,  and  till  we  be¬ 
came  victims  of  a  neceffity  which 
had  no  law.  Having  given  vent 
to  thefe  melancholy  forebodings, 
and  faid  fomething  refpeCting  his 
attachment  to  his  country,  and  his 
with  to  think  in  its  favour,  he 
undertook  the  Herculean  talk  of 
difproving  that  France  was  the  a g- 
greffor  in  the  war,  and  that  the 
prolongation  of  the  eonteft  was 
owing  to  the  pride  and  obftinacy 
of  her  rulers. 

On  the  firft  of  thefe  heads,  he 
referred  back  to  the  time  when 
M.  Chauvelin  was,  as  he  chofe  to 
call  it,  fupplicating  for  peace,  and 
France  had  difavowed  all  the 
grounds  of  quarrel  with  this  coun¬ 
try.  Separate  and  fatisfadlory  an- 
fwers*  were,  he  boldly  afferted, 
given  by  the  French  envoy  to  all 
the  complaints  of  this  court.  He 
reprefented  him  as  having  called 
for  the  punifhment  of  thofe  who 
diffeminated  fedition  in  England, 
and  as  having  announced  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  France  to  keep  within 
her  own  limits,  and  refpeCI  the 
rights  of  other  nations.  In  what 
part  of  M.  Chauvelin’s  letter  to 
Lord  Grenville  thefe  wonderful 
difcoveries  were  made  by  Mr.  Erf- 
kine,  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  fay. 
Nor  would  it  be  more  eal'y  to  ima¬ 
gine  how,  when  all  the  world  knew 
that  France  was  the  firft  to  declare 
war,  he  could  have  fubftantiated 
his  after  cion,  that  <(  war  was  der 
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clared  upon  France.0  In  what 
manner  Mr.  Erlkine  would  have 
proceeded,  to  give  a  colour  to  his 
after  tions,  the  Houfe  had  not  art 
opportunity  of  knowing;  for,  at 
this  moment,  he  was  fuddenly 
taken  ill,  and  compelled  to  bring 
his  intended  fpeech  to  an  abrupt 
termination.  , 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  fupply  his 
place.  Whatever  lofs  of  eloquence, 
in  confequence  of  Mr.  Erfkine’s 
illnefs,  the  Houfe  might  have  fuf- 
tained,  was  amply  compenfated 
for  by  the  fuperior  oratorical  ta¬ 
lents  of  Mr.  Fox.  Never  were 
thofe  talents  exerted  with  more  vi¬ 
gour,  nor  ever  to  worfe  purpofe, 
than  at  this  moment,  when  he  flood 
forth  in  the  lamentable  charafler 
of  the  ftrenuous  vindicator  of  his 
couatry’s  moft  inveterate  and  in. 
fulting  foe.  That  he  introduced 
much  that  was  new  into  his  fpeech, 
cannot  be  pretended ;  but  as  far  as 
rhetorical  art  could  render  his  old 
arguments  palatable,  they  were  fo 
rendered.  He  began  with  a  highly 
coloured  pi&ure  of  the  vaft  lofs  of 
treafure  and  blood  which  had  been 
incurred,  and  the  boundlefs  mifery 
which  had  been  occafioned,  by  the 
prefent  war.  In  his  opinion,  the 
fum  of  mifery  caufed  by  it  was 
more  than  had  been  caufed  by  any' 
conqueror  or  tyrant,  from  the  days 
of  Alexander  to  our  own.  And 
what  had  we  gained  by  our  fuffer- 
ings  and  toils  ?  Even  from  the 
confefiion  of  the  minifter,  it  ap. 
pea  red  that,  fo  far  were  we  from 
having  humiliated  our  adverfary, 
that  he  was  become  more  untrafla- 
ble  than  ever.  It  would  have  been 
fome  confolation,  had  the  Chan- 


#  For  the  fupplic  itions  and  fatisfa&ory  anfwers  of  M.  Chauvelin,  fee  the  Annual 
fTgift«r,  1793;  Hiitorical  Part,  p.  176,  and  State  Papers,  p.  248*. 
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cellor  of  the  Exchequer  fuggefted 
the  probable  means  of  reducing 
the  republicans  to  reafon  ;  had  he 
held  out  a  well-grounded  hope 
that  fuch  a  reduction  might  be  ef- 
fe<5led.  That,  however,  he  had 
not  done.  We  were  left  in  the 
fame  hopelefs  Hate  as  before,  with 
regard  to  our  attaining  the  obje<ft 
ef  the  conteft.  We  had  nothing 
to  comfort  us  but  a  revival  of 
opinions,  by  which  we  had  found 
ourfelves  conftantly  deluded.  We 
were  again  told  the  Hale  and  fick- 
ening  ftory,  that  the  French  fi¬ 
nances  were  in  the  moft  deplorable 
Hate ;  that,  in  ihort,  the  refources 
of  France  were  entirely  exhaufted  ; 
and,  as  indubitable  proof  of  this,  a 
raeflage  of  the  Diredory  was  now- 
adduced.  He  wondered  that  the 
frank  adiniftion  of  M.  Delacroix 
to  Lord  Malmefhury,  with  refped 
to  the  magnitude  of  our  pecuniary 
means.,  had  not  been  brought  for¬ 
ward  in  aid  of  this  argument. 
But  what  was  the  real  worth  of 
this  argument,  which  had  fo  long 
been  relied  on  ?  What  did  we 
find  from  the  evidence  of  fads  ? 
Why,  while  the  French  were  can¬ 
didly  .acknowledging  to  all  Europe 
their  extreme  penury,  and  acknow¬ 
ledging  alfo  the  riches  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  they  were  proceeding  rapidly 
from  triumph  to  triumph,  from 
conqueft  to  conqueft;  while  we, 
on  the  contrary,  in  conjundion 
with  our  allies,  were  foiled  in  all 
our  efforts  againft  our  bankrupt 
enemy,  and  were  lofing  town  after 
town,  city  after  city,  and  province 
after  province.  The  beggared  re¬ 
public  flood  at  this  hour  in  the 
cha rader  of  conqueror  of  the  moil 
ex  ten  five  and  important  territories. 
Belgium  fhe  had  annexed  to  her 
empire,  of  part  of  Germany  Ihe 


held  firm  poffeflion,  a  large  portion 
of  Italy  had  yielded  to  the  force 
of  her  arms,  and  Hollaiid  was  link¬ 
ed  to  her  fate  by  the  ties  of  the 
flrideft  alliance.  If,  indeed,  thefe 
acquifitions  could  be  regained  to 
Great  Britain  and  her  allies  by  a 
lofty  tone  of  reafoning ;  if  the  tide 
ofvidory  could  be  turned  by  dex¬ 
terity  of  debate;  or  if  the  efficacy 
of  cur  exertions  bore  any  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  infolence  of  our  boaft- 
ing,  we  yet  need  not  be  afraid  of 
claiming  a  decided  fuperiority. 
We  were  no  wife  deficient  on  the 
fcore  of  confident  affertion,  or  pre- 
fumptuous  menace.  By  other  means, 
however,  by  other  criterions,  by 
other  trials,  muft  the  queflion  be 
decided. 

From  this  reproach  and  farcafm 
on  his  own  country,  he  turned  to 
.  the  darling  theme  of  thofe  efforts 
which  he  had  made  to  induce  his 
hearers  to  fecond  him  in  procuring 
a  peace  with  France.  He  faid, 
and  truly,  that,  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  con t eft,  he 
did  his  utmoft  to  perfuade  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  fend  an  ambaffador  to 
Paris;  and  he  added,  but  this  refls 
on  the  authority  of  his  bare  afler- 
tion,  that  our  ambaffador  would  not 
then  have  received  fuch  infults  as 
Lord  Malmefbury  was  now  alleged 
to  have  received.  The  difmiffion 
of  M.  thauvelin,  he  feemed,  how¬ 
ever,  to  confider  as  at  leaft  a  full 
fet  off  againft  that  of  his  lordfhip. 
He  proceeded  to  urge  that  he  had 
again  and  again  made  motions  for 
peace,  which  had  as  often  been  re¬ 
jected  ;  and  he  animadverted  on  the 
language  which  the  minifters  had 
held  in  oppofition  to  him,  and  the 
do&rines  which  they  had  advanced, 
and  confidered  them  as  decifive 
proofs  of  their  want  of  wifdom  and 
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forefight.  Thcfe  minifters,  he  faid, 
had  pledged  on  the  war  not  merely 
an  ifland  or  a  colony ;  they  had 
pledged  Great  Britain  itfelf,  and 
the  fate  of  it  might,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  be  confidered  as  dependent  on 
this  night's  debate.  The  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  for¬ 
merly  declared,  that  we  ought  not 
to  defift  from  the  conteft  till  we 
had  made  every  poflible  exertion, 
till  we  had  (trained  every  nerve  ; 
and,  if  he  had  afted  up  to  his  de¬ 
claration,  he  had  no  reafon  to  be 
furprized  at  the  treatment  which 
he  had  met  with. 

Arriving  at  length  at  the  cir~ 
cumftances  of  the  late  attempt  to 
treat,  he  afiferted  that  the  right 
honourable  mover  of  the  addrefs, 
in  {fating  the  obftacles  which  ex- 
ifted  in  the  way  of  negotiation, 
had  forgotten  to  ftate  that  which 
was  the  weightieft  and  moft  infu- 
perable  of  all.  It  was  the  diftruft 
which  the  Directory  mull  naturally 
feel  of  the  Britifti  minifters.  After 
every  epithet  of  reproach  had  been 
exhaufted  by  minifters  to  vilify 
their  characters,  was  it  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  they  would  readily 
liften  to  terms  of  peace  dictated  by 
thofe  minifters,  except  they  were 
brought  into  that  ftate  of  neceffity 
and  fubmiffion,  which  precluded 
them  from  any  alternative,  and 
compelled  them  to  an  unconditional 
compliance  with  any  pacific  propo¬ 
rtion  that  might  be  prefented  to 
their  acceptance  ? 

Having  thus,  on  the  ground  of 
reprifals,  vindicated  the  haughti- 
nefs  of  the  enemy,  he  took  a  wide 
exeurfion,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
he  found  an  opportunity  to  attack 
Lord  Auckland,  for  the  language 
which,  early  in  the  conteft,  that 
peer  had  ufed  in  fpeaking  of  the 
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republicans.  His  peerage,  he  fup~ 
pofed,  to  have  been  earned  by  that 
language;  for  he  profeffed  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  any  other  defert 
by  which  it  was  acquired.  Re¬ 
turning  back  to  his  fubjedf,  he 
alked,  how  the  French  had  be- 
come  more  capable,  than  they 
then  were,  of  maintaining  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  peace  and  amity,  and  he 
challenged  his  opponents  to  fhow 
what  change  of  that  kind  had  taken 
place.  In  this  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  he  had  the  advantage  of  tBofe 
againft  whom  he  prefied  his  argu- 
ment.  His  next  ftep  was  to  make 
another  vehement  attack  on  the  mi¬ 
nifters,  whom  he  reprefented  as  hav¬ 
ing  plunged  the  nation  into  an  un¬ 
provoked  war,  carried  on  that  war 
with  the  moft  flagrant  incapacity, 
fliown  themfelves,  on  all  occafions, 
as  ill  calculated  to  treat  as  to  com¬ 
bat,  entailed  innumerable  mifehiefs 
on  their  country,  and,  confeqiient- 
ly,  as  being  unfit  to  retain  their 
ftations.  The  prefent  fyftem  of 
policy  muft,  he  faid,  be  entirely 
changed,  and  the  principles  on 
which  the  war  was  undertaken  be 
totally  difavowed,  before  there 
could  be  any  hope  of  peace  or 
fafety  for  England. 

The  negotiation,  he  was  con¬ 
vinced,  was  undertaken  only  be- 
caufe  it  was  of  ufe  to  the  minifters 
to  pretend  a  difpofition  to  treat. 
It  was  a  mere  trick,  to  facilitate 
financial  arrangements,  and  forward 
the  fupplies  of  the  year.  Lord 
Malmrefbury,  it  was  obvious,  was 
difpatched  to  Paris  folely  to  dis¬ 
play  his  diplomatic  dexterity  ;  to 
thruft  and  parry  with  M-  de  la 
Croix,  in  order  to  manifeft  his  fu- 
perior  {kill  and  adroitnefs  in  the 
management  of  argument,  and  the 
arts  of  political  addrefs ;  to  con¬ 
found 
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found  the  {hallow  capacity  and 
fuperficial  reafoning  of  the  French 
minifter,  and  thus  to  make  the 
caufe  of  England  feem  the  better 
caufe.  As  to  the  declaration  iffued 
by  his  Majefty,  Mr.  Fox  treated 
it  with  little  ceremony  ;  defcribing 
it  as  intended  for  the  purpofes  of 
deception.  Then,  going  back  to 
Lord  Malraefbury,  he  held  him  up 
in  the  ludicrous  light  of  a  perfon 
who  had  power  to  conclude  but 
not  to  treat  for  this  country,  and 
to  treat  but  not  to  conclude  for  its 
allies.  Could  there  poffibly,  faid 
he,  be  a  more  ridiculous  farce,  a 
more  palpable  mockery  of  the  forms 
of  negotiation  ? 

The  bafis  laid  down,  that  of 
compenfation,  he  fpoke  of  as  futile, 
illufory,  and  unmeaning,  intended 
to  difguft  and  be  rejected  by  the 
French,  which  they  felt  to  be  fo, 
and  would,  therefore,  have  been 
entitled  to  refent.  Unfortunately, 
however,  for  the  minifters,  the 
French  recognized  the  bafts,  and 
the  minifters,  in  confequence  of 
this,  were  driven  to  find  fuen  terms 
of  infult  and  humiliation  as  their 
enemy  mull  be  Compelled  to  refufe. 
Care  was  indeed  taken  that  they 
fhould  be  of  a  nature  which  could 
not  fail  to  accomplifh  their  end. 

In  oppofition  to  the  dodlrine  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  he  laid  it  down  as  a  prin¬ 
ciple,  that,  in  making  propofals, 
inftead  of  carrying  our  pretenfions 
higher  than  we  might  be  difpofed 
to  accept,  we  ought  to  have  gone 
to  the  other  extreme,  we  ought  to 
have  ftated  them  at  the  lowcft 
point  of  what  we  deemed  to  he  fair 
and  equitable  ;  and,  if  any  thing, 
to  have  been  rather  below  the  mark 
than  above  it.  This,  he  thought, 
would  havedemouft rated  the  equity 
and  moderation  of  our  fentiments, 


and  the  injuftice  and  ambition  of 
the  enemy. 

Reafoning  on  this  affumed  prin¬ 
ciple,  he  was  of  opinion  that  France 
had  not  been  liberally  dealt  with. 
Pruffia,  Auftria,  and  Rufiia,  had  all 
made  great  acquifirions,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  Poland,  and,  therefore,  he 
did  not  deem  it  enough  that  France 
fhould  retain  only  Savoy,  Nice, 
Avignon,  and  a  part  of  Germany 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine.  If 
we  wilhed  them  to  give  up  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  we  ought  not  to  have 
offered  brafs  for  gold ;  we  ought 
to  have  offered,  in  addition  to  the 
other  colonies,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  Mr.  Dundas,  on  3 
former  night,  had  unwi  fely  propofed 
to  keep.  This  would  have  indu¬ 
ced  themtodefift  from  their  claims 
on  the  Netherlands,  Luxemburg!-!, 
and  Italy.  On  what  authority  he 
aliened  this,  he  did  not  make 
known.  The  French  had,  he  urged, 
to  the  full  as  much  right  to  refufe 
to  furrender  the  Netherlands  as  we 
had  to  refufe  to  yield  the  Cape. 
In  faff,  they  evidently  had,  in  his 
opinion,  more  right;  as  he  bellow¬ 
ed  on  our  conduct  that  cenfure 
which  he  withheld  from  theirs. 
As  to  the  Emperor,  he  did  not  feem 
to  think  that  he,  who  had  been  fo 
unfortunate,  was  juftifted  in  expect¬ 
ing  any  reftitutions.  With  refpedt 
to  the  ultimatum,  which  the  French 
had  demanded,  it  meant,  he  faid, 
no  more  than  that  our  ambaffador 
fhould  ftgn  a  formal  declaration  of 
what  he  had  uttered  relating  to  the 
Low  Countries,  and  this  demand 
was  not  an  unreafonable  one.  That 
France  had  declared  that  fhe  would 
not  refign  thofe  countries,  was  a 
clrcumftance  which,  he  thought, 
afforded  no  room  for  cenfure. 

When  we  adled  fo  unreafonablv  as 
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we  had  done,  it  was  quite  natural 
that  (he  (hould  take  a  (lep  calcu¬ 
lated  to  give  confidence  to  the 
people  of  thofe  provinces  which  (he 
had  united  to  the  republic. 

With  regard  to  the  great  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  Netherlands,  he  fpoke 
in  terms  which  plainly  proved  that 
his  fentiments  were  not  quite  in 
unifon  with  thofe  of  former  emi¬ 
nent  ftatefmen.  He  did,  indeed, 
fay,  that  he  (hould  regret  to  fee 
thofe  provinces  form  a  part  of  the 
French  republic ;  but  this  concef- 
iion  was  weakened  by  many  quali¬ 
fications.  He  even  infinuated  that, 
becaufe  the  minifters,  fome  years 
fince,  had  not  been  averfe  from  fee¬ 
ing  the  Neiherlanders  become  inde¬ 
pendent,  they  could  not  now  feel  the 
anxiety  which  they  pretended,  to 
bring  the  Netherlands  again  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Emperor.  As 
if  there  was  no  difference  between 
being  willing  to  fee  a  people  inde¬ 
pendent  and  friendly  to  us,  and  be¬ 
ing  willing  to  fee  them  completely 
enflaved  by  France,  and  arrayed 
in  arms  againft:  us.  But,  whatever 
might  be  the  value  of  the  Low 
Countries,  he  evidently  did  not 
think  them  worth  a  further  drug¬ 
gie;  and  he  accordingly  deprecated 
a  continuance  of  the  conteft.  At 
the  end  of  twelve  months  we  (hould, 
he  thought,  only  be  worfe  off  than 
we  now  were.  In  connexion  with 
this  point,  he  touched  upon  that  of 
the  French  bringing  forward  their 
treaties  and  their  conftitution  as  a 
rule  of  proceeding ;  and  appeared 
to  think,  that  they  had  not  done 
more  than  they  were  juftified  in 
doing. 

The  remainder  of  his  fpeech, 
though  occalionaily  bearing  on  the 
fubje^t  under  debate,  was  blended 
with  a  large  portion  of  really  ex.- 
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tranedus  matter.  He  again  and 
again  attacked  the  charader  and 
conduct  of  the  minifters ;  even 
fpoke  of  the  Houfe  with  difrefpeft, 
as  not  being  entitled  to  credit  from 
the  country,  (for  which  he  was 
called  to  order ;)  once  more  ftre- 
mioufiy  recommended  relinquiftiing 
the  Netherlands  immediately,  on 
pain  of  being  compelled  to  it  a  year 
hence;  predicted  that  the  country, 
if  for  four  years  longer  it  went  on 
as  it  had  done,  would  be  in  a  date 
of  irretrievable  ruin  ;  urged  the 
neceffity  of  a  change  of  men,  and  a 
thorough  reform  ;  quoted  the  lan¬ 
guage  ufed  by  Mr.  Pitt  at  theclofe 
of  the  American  war,  and  turned  it 
againft-  him ;  and,  finally,  called 
on  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  per¬ 
form  its  duty,  and  to  vote  for  an 
amendment,  which  he  then  moved, 
and  which  was  the  fame  as  that 
brought  forward  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  by  the  Earl  of  Guildford. 

To  this  fpeech,  a  vigorous  reply 
was  made  by  Mr.  Dundas,  who, 
with  his  aecuftomed  plainnefs,  cha¬ 
racterized  it  as  one  of  the  moil 
mifchievQus  that  had  ever  been 
made  within  the  walls  of  the  Houfe; 
it  containing  throughout  fcarcely 
a  fingie  word  which  did  not  go  to 
the  prote&ion  and  encouragement 
of  the  enemy.  So  induftrious,  he 
faid,  had  Mr.  Fox  been  in  behalf 
of  the  French  republicans,  that  he 
had  fuggefted  to  them  feveral  inge¬ 
nious  arguments,  which  they  them- 
felves  had  failed  to  difeover.  This 
conduct  might  probably,  by  him 
who  followed  it,  be  denominated 
frank  and  plain  dealing;  but  he 
hirafelf  could  not  help  thinking 
that,  according  to  the  fentiments 
of  our  anceftors,  who  were  at  lead 
as  virtuous  as  Mr.  Fox,  it  deferred 
a.  far  lefs  honourable  name.  It 

had, 
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had,  he  believed,  never  occurred 
before,  to  the  mod  inflamed  pa¬ 
triot,  to  the  moil  envenomedof  all 
oppofitionifts,  to  make  ufe  of  his 
llation,asa  member  of  parliament, 
to  plead  the  caufe  of  the  enemy. 

It  would,  he  faid,  be  impoflible 
to  follow  Mr.  Fox  through  every 
part  of  the  difeufiion  into  which  he 
had  chofen  to  enter ;  nor,  indeed, 
were  it  poffible,  would  it  be  necef- 
fary  j  as  mo  ft  of  the  topics  which 
he  had  brought  forward  were  fuch 
as  he  had  been  in  the  conftant  ha¬ 
bit  of  defcanting  on  for  the  laft 
three  years.  Accordingly  he  pall¬ 
ed  over  all  the  extraneous  matter, 
excepting  folely  that  which  related 
to  his  opponent's  exhortation  to  a 
change  of  men  and  meafures ;  but 
on  that  he  fpoke  with  a  cauftic  fe- 
verity.  He  farcaftically  obferved, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  had,  for  not  lefs  than  twelve 
years,  been  telling  the  public  that 
no  perfon  was  fo  proper  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  the  country  as  him- 
felf :  he  had,  in  fa<ft,  been  day 
after  day  advertifing  himfelf  as  the 
fitted:  man  to  fill  up  the  places  in  a 
new  miniftry,  and  yet  the  country 
flill  remained  deaf  to  all  his  ap¬ 
peals,  ftill  unperfuaded  of  the  truth 
of  his  affertions.  It  was  Angular 
that,  notvvithftanding  all  his  con¬ 
tinued  and  ftrenuous  efforts,  the 
public  had  raifed  no  cry  for  a 
change  of  minifters,  had  fhown  no 
figns  of  believing  that  he  and  his 
friends  were  the  bell  qualified  to 
fill  thofe  ftations  to  which  they 
afpired  with  fuch  an  eager  long- 
ing.  Granting  that  the  war  had 
been  unfuccefsful,  and  that  the  pre¬ 
fect  minifters  were  as  incapable  as 
they  were  afferted  to  be,  it  was 
the  mare  extraordinary  that  he 
who  oppofed  them  fhould  have  been 


able  to  obtain  fo  fmall  a  po^tioil  of 
the  refpeft  and  confidence  of  the 
people. 

As  a  preliminary  to  his  argu¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Dundas  defired  that  the 
communication  from  the  throne,  at 
the  opening  of  the  feffion,  might  be 
read  by  the  clerk.  This  having 
been  done*  he  proceeded  to  ftate, 
that  on  the  fincerity  of  the  minif¬ 
ters,  during  the  negotiation  at  that 
time  alluded  to,  refted  the  whole  of 
the  queftion  before  the  Houfe.  On 
that  point  he  would  flake  the  iffue, 
and  he  now  boldly  called  for  the 
judgment  of  parliament.  If,  ex¬ 
claimed  he,  there  are  any  among 
you  who  think  that  minifters  were 
not  fincere  in  their  wifhes  for 
peace — I  fay,  if  there  is  one  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  Houfe  who  thinks  with 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  moved  the  amendment,  that 
we  were  infincere  in  our  wifhes  for 
peace  in  the  negotiation,  let  him 
exprefs  that  opinion  by  voting  for 
the  propofed  amendment.  I  there-f 
fore  call  on  you,  as  men  ofcandouf 
and  integrity,  to  lay  your  hands 
upon  your  breafts  and  give  your 
fentiments  on  the  queftion  as  I  have 
ftated  it,  and  as  the  right  honour¬ 
able  mover  has  ftated  it,  for  I  ad¬ 
mit  he  has  ftated  it  fairly.  We 
are  now  at  iffue  with  him  upon  it; 
and  the  Houfe  is  to  decide  between 
us. 

After  having  flightly  alluded  to 
the  various  difeouragements  which 
the  French  had  thrown  in  the  way 
of  our  attempts  to  treat,  Mr.  Dun¬ 
das  vindicated  the  terms  propofed 
by  the  confidential  memorial  of 
Lord  Mabnefbury,  wrhich  Mr.  Fox 
had  fo  ftrongly  cenfured.  We,  he 
faid,  defired  nothing  from  France 
for  ourfelves;  but,  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  for  our  allies  fhat  which  we 
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had  not  the  choice  of  omitting  to 
afk,  we  offered  to  give  up  all  that 
we  had  gained  from  the  republi¬ 
cans.  The  mover  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  had  pathetically  regretted  the 
vaft  expenditure  of  treafure  and 
effufion  of  blood,  which  were  occa- 
fioned  by  the  war.  He,  too,  re¬ 
gretted  them  as  much  as  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  but  he  would  not  admit, 
in  common  with  him,  that  the  war 
had  been  either  unjuftly  entered 
into,  or  unfuccefsfully  waged. 
From  the  earlieft  period  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  England  as  a  flate,  down 
to  the  prefent  moment,  never  had 
there  been  an  epoch  which  had  dif- 
played  greater  glory  to  the  coun¬ 
try  than  this  war  had  done  ;  never 
had  we  flood  in  a  fituation  fo  glo¬ 
rious  as,  in  the  fourth  year  of  this 
abominated  and  decried  War,  we 
now  did.  Yet,  all  that  we  had 
taken  from  France,  we  had  offered, 
to  obtain  a  compenfation  for  our 
ally.  He,  therefore,  contended, 
that  our  offers,  inflead  of  being 
inadequate  and  niggardly,  had 
been  highly  generous.  It  had  been 
afked,  what  right  the  Emperor  had 
to  require  from  the  French  that 
which  they  had  conquered  from 
him,  while  from  them  he  had  con¬ 
quered  nothing.  To  this  he  would 
anfwer,  that  if,  indeed,  the  Empe¬ 
ror  flood  alone,  that  monarch 
would,  perhaps,  have  no  pretence 
to  make  extenfive  claims.  It 
fhould,  however,  be  recolle&ed, 
that  the  Emperor  was  the  ally  of 
England,  from  whom  France  had 
not  wrefled  any  thing,  but  who, 
on  the  contrary,  had  wrefled  much 
from  France;  that  England  and 
the  Emperor  put  their  power,  as  it 
were,  into  a  common  flock;  and 
that  it  was  not  merely  as  he  was 
emperor,  it  was  alfo  as  he  was  the 
Vql.  XXXIX, 
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ally  of  England,  that  we  called  for 
the  reflitution  of  his  territories. 

His  former  opinion,  on  the  fub» 
jedl  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which  had  been  commented  on  by 
Mr.  Fox,  was  the  next  head  on 
which  Mr.  Dundas  touched.  That 
opinion  he  re-afferted  in  the  moil 
decided  manner;  declaring  that  he 
had  always  entertained  it,  even 
when  we  were  at  peace  with  Hol¬ 
land,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  people  of  that  country  thought 
as  he  did  on  this  fcore  It  would, 
he  affirmed,  be  the  greatefl  public 
calamity  that  could  befal  Holland 
itfelf,  fhould  the  Cape  be  taken  out 
of  our  hands ;  and  he  expreffed 
his  readinefs  to  prove,  that  the  ex« 
pence  of  the  eflablifhment  to  retain 
it  could  not  be  borne  by  the  Dutch 
as  it  could  by  us;  and  that,  in 
faft,  it  was  impoflible  for  them 
conveniently  to  keep  up  a  fufficient 
eflablifhment  for  its  prote&ion. 
While  it  was  under  our  fafe-guard, 
we  fhould  not  take  away  any  of 
the  trade  or  commerce  of  Holland; 
and  we  might  ultimately,  by  our 
poffeffion  of  it,  protedl  that  very 
trade  and  commerce;  but  neither 
France  nor  any  other  power  would 
try  to  deprive  us  of  it,  unlefs  they 
had  hoflile  views  on  our  Eafl  In¬ 
dian  traffic  and  dominions. 

To  the  dodlrine  that  we  ought 
to  have  come  forward  at  once,  and 
candidly  Hated  all  that  we  were 
willing  to  concede,  he  briefly  re¬ 
plied,  that  he  did  not  think  it 
found  policy  to  do  fo  at  any  time 
in  a  negotiation,  and,  leaft  of  all, 
at  this  time,  and  under  all  the  cir« 
curnflances  of  the  prefent  conteft. 

As  to  the  Netherlands,  he  re« 
minded  the  Houfe  that,  with  re- 
fpedl  to  their  importance,  there  was 
higher  authority  than  that  of  any 
[C]  individual 
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individual  member,  however  great 
his  talents  might  be.  There  was 
the  concurring  teftimony  of  the 
beft  European  politicians,  for  cen¬ 
turies,  that  the  Auftrian  low  coun¬ 
tries  ought  not  to  be  held  by 
France.  To  prevent  their  being 
fo  held  we  had,  at  different  periods, 
and,  in  reality,  uniformly,  except 
in  part  of  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts, 
been  engaged  in  coot  efts ;  and, 
when  one  of  thofe  Stuarts  adopted 
an  oppofite  line  of  conduct,  the 
parliament  ftepped  forward,  and 
came  to  a  folemn  resolution  on  the 
fubje£l.  Such,  too,  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  king  William,  and  was, 
in  truth,  one  great  caufe  of  his 
coming  over,  and  being  received  as 
the  fovereign  of  thefe  realms.  In 
France  it  was  a  maxim  of  their 
ableft  political  men,  that  one  acre 
of  the  Netherlands  was  worth  a 
province  in  any  other  quarter. 
To  obtain  this  coveted  acquisition 
was  not  a  recently  adopted  policy 
of  France,  it  had  been  her  conftant 
policy  for  ages  ;  and  ought  the 
Houfe  now,  rafhly,  and  again!!  all 
precedent,  to  adopt  a  fyftem  which 
tended  to  favour  her  ambition. 
How  far  did  the  right  honourable 
mover  of  the  amendment  mean  to 
carry  that  frtnknefs  and  candour 
of  his,  which,  in  contradiction  to 
all  the  wifdom  of  our  ancestors, 
led  him  to  think  that,  without 
ceaftng  to  be  good  citizen  and  a 
good  fubjedl,  he  might  tell  the 
enemies  of  his  country  that  they 
ought  to  be  obftinate  in  their  plan 
of  remaining  mailers  of  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands  S  He  had  declared 
his  wifn  that  we  fhould  abandon 
the  low  countries,  and,  as  a  jufti- 
h  cat  ion  of  that  wifh,  he  had  urged 
that  twelve  months  hence  we 
&ould,  in  all  probability,  be  more 


unable  to  regain  them  then  we  now 
we're.  I  am  not  fo  prefumptuous, 
faid  Mr.  Dundas,  as  to  fay  what 
will  be  the  fate  of  the  war ;  that 
is  in  the  womb  of  time  ;  but  I  am 
far  from  thinking  that  the  recovery 
of  thofe  provinces  is  fo  hopelefs  a 
project  as  he  has  reprefented  it  to 
be.  At  all  events,  fuch  language  as 
had  juft  been  ufed  could  only 
tend  to  deprefs  our  friends,  and 
to  animate  our  foes. 

Mr.  Dundas  clofed  his  fpeech  by 
declaring  that  the  rainifters  had 
asffed  with  ftneerity,  and  to  the 
beft  of  their  judgments.  The 
caufe  of  the  rupture  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  was  not  to  be  looked  for  in 
their  ads  ;  it  was  to  be  looked  fo£ 
in  the  condud  of  the  French,  who 
had  refpfed  to  do  any  thing  that 
was  inconfiftent  with  their  own 
fmifter  objeds,  and  the  meaning, 
as  they  chofe  to  conftrue  it,  of 
their  conftitution  and  their  trea= 
ties.  They  had  reduced  the  quef« 
tion  to  this  point,  whether  Eng¬ 
land  fhould  agree  to  furrender  to 
France  every  thing  that  file  had 
taken,  and  then  begin  to  treaty 
having  left  in  her  own  power  no¬ 
thing  whereupon  ftie  could  treat. 
If,  however,  it  appeared  that  mi- 
nifters  had  been  infincere,  that 
they  deferved  cenfure,  that  thejv 
ought  to  be  difmifled  ;  let  it  be  fo 
declared,  let  them  be  punifhed,  let 
them  be  deprived  of  all  power ; 
but  let  not  the  difapprobation  of 
the  Houfe  be  mixed  up  with  other 
matter,  to  weaken  the  hands  of 
the  executive  government  of  the 
kingdom.  If  any  one,  faid  Mr. 
Dundas,  has  a  motion  to  make 
againft  minifters,  let  him  bring  it 
forward  in  the  fhape  of  a  fpecific 
proportion,  and  put  us  upon  our 
defence;  but  do  not  refort  to  mea- 
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fures  which  can  only  be  proper  to 
weaken  the  refources  of  your  own 
country,  and  to  give  ilrength  and 
energy  to  thofe  of  your  enemies. 

The  farcafms  of  Mr.  Dundas,  on 
the  pretenflons  and  hopes  of  Mr. 
Fox,  called  up  Mr.  Grey  in  behalf 
of  his  friend,  on  whofe'  genius, 
wifdom,  and  virtue,  he  made  an 
animated  panegyric.  To  this  he, 
of  courfe,  added  much  fevere  cen-« 
fore  of  the  minifters.  The  war, 
he  ..affirmed,  was  commenced  by 
them  from  their  hatred  to  the 
principles  of  liberty,  and  had  been 
carried  on  with  the  fame  feeling  of 
hatred.  Nor  could  it  be  ended 
while  they  were  in  office,  as  they 
had  ufed  fuch  irritating  language 
towards  the  French  as  could  not 
be  forgiven.  He  then  entered  into 
a  difeuffion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Britifh  miniftry,  and  maintained 
that  the  whole  of  it  demonftrated 
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their  infinceri ty  in  the  late  attempt 
to  negotiate.  On  thefe  grounds  he 
called  on  the  Houfe  to  vote  for  the 
amendment,  and,  by  fo  doing,  to 
fave  the  treafures  which  mull  be 
fquandered,  and  the  oceans  of  blood 
which  mull  inevitably  be  caufed  to 
flow,  if  any  further  confidence 
were  repofed  in  thofe  men  who  had 
(hewn  themfelves  to  be  unworthy 
of  it.  .  - 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  negatived,  by  ” 
two  hundred  and  twelve  voices 
againft  thirty-feven.  The  origi¬ 
nal  addrefs  was  then  agreed  to. 

As  foon  as  this  had  been  decided, 
Mr.  Grey  moved  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  be  called  over  on  the  16th 
of  January.  The  motion  was  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  oppofed 
by  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  was  finally  re¬ 
jected  by  a  hundred  and  fixty-four 
noes  againft  thirty-one  ayes. 
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Continuation  of  motions  made  by  the  oppofition  to  procure  peace ,  and  the  re., 
moval  of  the  minifters.  The  earl  of  Oxford  moves  an  addrefs  to  his 
h/lajefty  to  negotiate  with  ihe  republicans.  Character  of  his  fpeech.  He 
is  twilling  to  give  up  every  point  to  the  enemy .  Lord  Grenville  replies  by 
moving  that  the  addrefs  of  the  30 th  of  December  fhould  be  'read.  Lord 
Oxford  is  fupported  by  the  dukes  of  Norfolk  and  Bedford ,  the  marquis  of 
Lanfdown ,  and  the  earl  of  Guildford  ;  and  oppofed  by  earl  Spencer ,  the 
earls  of  Coventry ,  Car  life ,  Warwick,  and  Darnley ,  and  lords  Douglas 
and  Roringdon.  Arguments  of  the  peers  on  each  fde.  Remark  of  Lord 
Grenville.  Reply  of  ihe  earl  of  Oxford.  The  motion  is  negatived,  De~ 
bate  in  confequence  of  the  earl  of  Oxford  moving  a  cenfure  on  lord  Kenyon „ 
Speech  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter.  Lord  Oxford  ftands  alone  on  a  divijhn. 
Tub  lie  meetings  held  to  petition  for  peace.  The  earl  of  Suffolk  moves  ait 
addrefs  to  his  Majefy  to  difmifs  Mr,  Titt  from  his  councils.  His  charges 
againft  the  minifry .  He  c  effaces  them  on  account  of  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz . 
Reply  of  Lord  Grenville.  He  denies  the  participation  of  the  Britijb  ca~ 
hinet  in  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz.  Debate  on  the  motion.  Offer  of  Lord  Rom¬ 
ney.  The  motion  is  negatived  by  a  large  majority .  Formation  of  a  fort  of 

neutral  ffrty\  NIqUqu  IQ  fttlQQth  the  way  to  a  negotiation ,  made  in  the 

[C  2}  Houfe 
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Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr .  Pollen .  Arguments  ufed  by  him  in  fupport  of 
his  motion.  Reply  of  Mr*  Pitt.  Speech  of  Mr.  Addington.  Of  Mr.  Fox . 
Rejoinder  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Suggefion  of  colonel  Fullarton.  Mr.  Pollen* s 
motion  is  negatived.  Alderman  Comoe  moves  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefy  to 
difmifs  his  minifers.  His  fentiments  on  inf  millions  from  confituents  tt 
members  of  parliament.  The  motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  y  and 
ethers.  Debate  on  the  fubjell.  The  motion  is  negatived  by  a  large  ma¬ 
jority,  The  duke  of  Bedford  moves  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefy  to  change  his 
jhinifers .  Speech  of  the  Duke.  Severe  language  of  the  addrefs .  It  is 
Jupported  by  the  duke  of  Graftony  the  marquis  of  Lanfdovony  and  other 
peers.  The  conduit  of  the  minifers  is  vindicated  by  lords  Grenvilley 
Auchlandy  and  others .  After  a  long  debate ,  the  motion  is  rejelled  by  a 
majority  of  ninety-one.  Protef  of  the  Duke  of  Bedfordy  in  which  he  is 
joined  by  lord  Chedvoorth.  Peace  having  been  made  by  the  Emperory  the 
minifers  refolve  to  make  another  effort  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  Direc¬ 
tory.  Lord  Malmtfiury  is  fent  over  to  Lifei  as  the  Britifh  plenipotentiary . 
Captious  objection  of  the  Directory  to  lord  Malmefury  being  appointed  the 
negotiator.  Opening  of  the  negotiation.  Projell  of  a  treaty.  The  Direc¬ 
tory  demand  the  i  ef  oration  of  the  vejfels  taken  at  Toulon .  They  follow  up 
thiSy  by  the  monjirous  and  abfurd  demand ,  that  Great  Britainy  as  a  preli- 
tninaryy  fhould  furrender  all  her  conquefs .  The  negotiation  is  continued 
without  any  progrefs  being  made.  Various  conferences.  The  French  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  are  removedy  and  others  fubfituted  in  their  fead.  Repetition 
of  the  demand  that  Great  Britain  fhould  furrender  her  conquefs .  Lord 
Malmefury  is  ordered  by  the  Direliory  to  quit  the  French  territory.  Spi¬ 
rited  language  of  lord  Malmefury,  Declaration  of  his  Majefy  y  on  the 
rupture  of  the  negotiation • 


T^Totw i th standing  their  re- 

peated  defeats,  and  the 

little  profpeft  of  any  fuccefs  in 

either  houfe  of  parliament,  the 

members  in  oppofition  did  not  the 

lefs  perfiif  in  their  fyftem  of  ha- 

raffing  the  minifters  by  motions, 

which  were  intended  to  increafe  in 

fome,  and  to  excite  in  others,  a 

difguft  of  the  continuance  of  the 

,  _  ,  war.  After  the  Chrift- 

iVlarch  r  ^ 

mas  receis,  they  recom- 

2 3*  menced  their  operations. 
In  the  upper  houfe,  a  motion  for 
peace  was  made  by  the  earl  of 
Oxford.  It  appears  that  his  lord- 
fhip  mull  have  relied  entirely  on 
fome  charm,  which  he  fuppofed  t© 
be  contained  in  the  monosyllable, 
peace;  for  he  did  not  think  it  ne- 


cefTary  to  fupport  his  aflertions  by 
the  lhadow  of  any  thing  like  proof, 
or  even  to  render  them  palatable 
by  a  feduftive  eloquence.  He, 
however,  called  upon  every  inde¬ 
pendent  man  to  come  forward,  and 
adopt  thofe  means  which  his  lord- 
fliip  deemed  indifpenfable  to  fave 
the  country.  Thus  decoroufly  in- 
linuating,  according  to  the  laud¬ 
able  cultom  of  his  party,  that  the 
perfons,  compofing  the  large  majo¬ 
rities  of  both  houfes,  were  bribed 
to  aft  in  violation  of  their  duty. 
This  infinuation  he  Tubfequently 
brought  forward  again,  in  a  paper 
deigned  as  his  proteft. 

In  order  to  delude  the  country, 
and  to  induce  thfeir  lordfhips  to  go 
on  with  this  wicked  and  ruinous 

conteft. 
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eonteft,  the  minifters,  he  faid,  con¬ 
tended  that  the  enemy  was  not 
pacifically  difpofed,  and  that, 
therefore,  there  was  no  other  al¬ 
ternative  than  to  continue  the 
war.  This  he  undertook  to  dif- 
prove;  and  he  attempted  it  in  a 
manner  which,  if  not  very  effec¬ 
tive,  was  at  leaft  not  very  trouble- 
fome  to  himfelf.  He  had,  he  af¬ 
firmed,  perufed  attentively  the 
papers  on  the  table,  and  he  de¬ 
clared,  on  his  honour,  that  he  drew 
from  them  a  conclufion  quite  diffe¬ 
rent  from  that  which  was  drawn 
by  the  minifters.  With  infinite 
candour  he  read  to  the  houfe  three 
fhort  paffages,  which  had  induced 
him  to  draw  his  conclufion.  The 
paffages  contained  about  a  dozen  of 
thofe  words  of  courfe,  which  one 
power  could  not  avoid  ufing  to 
another,  in  reply  to  an  offer  of 
opening  a  negotiation.  The  Di- 
redlory  fpoke  of  their  <(  ardent  de¬ 
fire  for  peace, **  of  their  <(  wifhes 
to  give  a  proof  of  that  defire/’  and 
of  (i  the  pain1*  with  which  they 
faw  their  hopes  fruftrated  ;  and 
thefe  few  and  merely  idle  and  de- 
lufive  words  his  lordfhip,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  weight  of  evidence  to 
the  contrary,  chofe  to  confider  as 
having  been  di&ated  by  fincerity 
and  good  faith,  and,  confequently, 
a s  fufficient  to  load  the  Britifh 
government  with  all  the  burthen 
of  guilt  arifing  from  the  wantonly 
carrying  on  a  deftru6tive  and  fan- 
guinary  conflict.  So  prepofTeffed 
was  his  lordfhip  in  favour  of  thofe 
for  whom  he  pleaded,  that,  in  the 
Jaft  and  crowning  infult  which  they 
offered  to  us,  he  found  a  further 
evidence  of  their  mild  and  pacific 
temper.  He  regarded  it  as  a  me¬ 
rit  that,  after  Lord  Malmefbury 
had  done  fo  much  to  irritate  them, 
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and  efpecially  by  infifting  on  thofe 
terms  which  they  had  before  de¬ 
clared  they  would  never  agree  to, 
the  Directory  had,  neverthelefs, 
protefted  their  willingnefs  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  treat  through  the  channel 
of  couriers. 

The  winding  up  of  his  lordlhip*s 
fpeech  was  quite  in  harmony  with 
all  the  reft  of  it.  My  lords,  ex¬ 
claimed  he,  after  having  made  his 
laft  quotation  from  the  papers,  my 
conclufion  from  all  this  is,  that  the 
Directory  are  difpofed  to  peace, 
but  that  they  are  determined  to 
keep  the  Rhine  for  the  boundary 
of  France ;  and,  my  lords,  they 
have  power  to  do  it,  and  you  have 
not  the  power  to  prevent  it.  You 
muft,  therefore,  either  make  peace 
upon  thofe  terms,  or  perfift  in  the 
war,  which  is  certain  ruin. 

Nothing  could  be  more  felici¬ 
tous  than  this  in  argument  or  ex- 
preftion,  and  it  doubtlefs  juftified 
the  noble  earl  in  moving  an  ad- 
drefs  to  his  majefty,  reprefenting 
the  king  and  his  people  as  on  the 
verge  of  ruin  ;  throwing  on  the 
minifters  all  the  blame  of  the  rup¬ 
ture  of  the  negotiation  ;  and  calling 
for  peace,  on  fuch  terms  as  it 
might  pleafe  the  republicans  in 
their  kindnefs  to  grant  us.  That 
his  lordfhip  was  willing  to  con¬ 
cede  every  thing  to  the  enemy  is 
abundantly  proved  by  his  addrefis. 

This  houfe,* *  it  faid,  “  humbly 
and  moft  earneftly  entreats  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  enter  into  an  immediate 
negotiation,  upon  fuch  terms  as 
France  is  likely  to  liften  and  ac¬ 
cede  to,  and  in  fuch  manner,  and 
through  the  biedium  of  fuch  men, 
as  fhall  leave  no  room  to  doubt 
the  pacific  intentions  cf  his  Ma¬ 
jefty.  And  this  houfe  begs  leav* 
humbly  to  afture  his  majefty^ 
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it  entertains  no  doubt  of  the  fuo 
cefs  of  fuch  a  negotiation.” 

Along  with  thefe  topics,  his 
lordfhip  contrived  to  hitch  in  that 
favourite  topic  of  his  party,  a  par¬ 
liamentary;  reform.  The  addrefs 
concluded  by  expreffing  a  reliance 
that,  after  a  peace,  cc  fuch  retrench¬ 
ments  and  wife  regulations  would 
be  adopted  by  the  legiflature,  as 
would  relieve  the  people  from  their 
burthens,  remove  every  caufe  of 
complaint  of  their  being  unequally 
reprefented,  reftore  to  them  their 
ancient,  venerable,  and  free  confti- 
tution,  and  thereby  re-eftablifh 
public  fpirtt  and  public  confidence, 
and  enfure  to  his  majefty  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  his  fubjeCts,  the  glory, 
profperity,  and  happinefs  of  his 
future  reign.” 

The  only  reply  which  Lord 
Grenville  thought  it  neceffary  to 
give  to  this  harangue  and  motion 
was,  to  defire  the  clerk  to  read  the 
addrefs  voted  by  the  houfe  on  the 
30th  of  December  ;  and,  this  being 
done,  he  declared  that  he  could  not 
imagine  that  thofe  noble  lords  who 
had  then  concurred  in  the'  addrefs 
had  already  altered  'their  fenti- 
ments  on  the  fubjeCt  before  them. 

The  motion.of  Lord  Oxford  was 
fupported  by  the  dukes  of  Norfolk 
and  Bedford,  the  marquis  of  Lanf- 
down,  and  the  earl  of  Guildford. 
Thefe  peers  were-  exceedingly  dif- 
fatisfied  with  that  which  they 
deemed  the  haughty  and  contemp¬ 
tuous  filence  of  their  opponents  on 
the  prefent  occafion.  They  re¬ 
iterated  the  ufual  charge  of  incapa¬ 
city  againft  the  minifters,  to  which 
they  coupled  that  of  having  been 
infincere  in  their  late  attempt  to 
treat ;  they  confidered  the  enemy 
as  having  a  died  with  good  faith, 
and  as  being  clearly  entitled  to 


retain  the  Netherlands ;  they  de~ 
feribed  the  war  as  difgraceful  and 
difaftrous,  and  they  deprecated  the 
further  continuance  of  it  as  fraught 
with  the  direft  evils  ;  they  doubted 
whether  even  peace,  followed  up 
by  the  ftriCteft  economy,  would 
fave  the  country ;  and  they  were 
certain  that  no  peace  could  poflibly 
be  made  by  the  perfons  who  now 
held  the  reins  of  power.  With. 
r-efpeCf  to  the  addrefs  of  the  30th 
of  December,  they  contended  that 
it  had  been  indecently  hurried 
through  the  houfe,  in  fpite  of  calls 
for  a  fnort  delay,  at  a  period  wdien 
many  peers  of  hoffcile  fentiments 
were  abfent  from  town  ;  and  that, 
confequently,  as  far  as  regarded 
them,  it  ought  not  to  be  looked  on 
as  of  any  weight.  But,  even  had 
that  addrefs  fpoken  the  general 
voice  of  the  houfe,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  circumftances  at  this 
moment  called  for  an  addrefs  of  an 
oppofite  tenor.  The  dukeef  Bed- 
ford  was  the  fpeaker  who,  on  this 
occafion,  difpiayed  the  m©il  feve- 
rity  againft  the  minifters,  and 
called  the  moft  loudly  for  their 
removal  from  office,  on  the  ground 
of  their  being  unable  to  obtain 
fuch  terms  as  would  be  granted  to. 
nxen/f<  of  more  fincerity  and  more 
capacity  ;  ”  that  is  to  fay,  to  the 
members  of  that  party  to  which  he 
himfelf  belonged. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  earl 
Spencer,  the  earls  of  Coventry, 
Carlifle,  Warwick,  and  Darnley, 
and  by  lords  Douglas  and  Boring- 
don;  the  latter  of  whom  feverely, 
but  not  erroneoufly,  characterized 
the  ftyle  of  it  as  being  ({  more  like 
extracts  from'  the  minutes  of  the 
executive  Directory  than  corref- 
ponding  with  the  language  of  the 
Britifh  houfe  of  peers.”  They 

afferted 
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afferted  the  perfect  fmcerity  of  the 
minifters  in  the  recent  negotiation  ; 
pointed  out  that  the  Daniih  envoy, 
who  was  an  impartial  judge,  had 
borne  teftimony  to  the  hoftile  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  Diredory  ;  and  de- 
fcribed  the  motion,  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  Lord  Oxford,  as  being 
only  calculated  to  hold  out  to 
France  and  to  Europe,  that  Eng¬ 
land  was,  reduced  to  fuch  a  fitua- 
ation  as  to  have  no  other  alter¬ 
native  than  to  conclude  a  treaty  on 
any  terms.  As  to  the  charge  of 
the  debate  of  the  30th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  having  been  hurried  on,  while 
fome  peers  were  abfent,  and  ia 
fpite  of  calls  for  delay,  it  was 
truly  remarked,  that  a  more  ex¬ 
traordinary  dodrine  had  never 
been  broached  in  parliament,  than 
that  the  confideration  of  a  meffage 
from  his  ma jelly  was  to  be  put  off*, 
becaufe  fome  noble  lords  chofe  to 
go  out  of  town,  and  abfent  them- 
felves  from  their  duty.  It  was  the 
duty  of  every  peer  to  attend  in  his 
place,  except  in  cafes  of  indifpoli- 
tion  or  llrong  neceffity. 

In  reply  to  the  duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford’s  affertion,  that  the  minifters 
were  incapable  of  governing  and 
of  making  peace,  Lord  Grenville 
obferyed,  that  the  Houfe,  with  the 
exception  of  four  or  live  lords, 
had  thought  otherwife  ;  that  he 
was  confident  that  not  only  the 
Houfe  but  the  kingdom  alfo  could 
not  think  that  the  perfons  fit  to 
make  peace  were  tliofe  who  were 
agreeable  to  the  enemy  ;  but  that, 
if  it  was  meant  that  his  majefty’s 
prefent  minifters  were  not  the  aien 
whom  the  enemy  wilhed  to  treat 
with,  he  would  readily  admit  the 
conclufion,  and  he  fincerely  hoped 
they  would  continue  to  ad  fo  as  to 
preferve  their  claim  to  a  compli¬ 
ment  fo  honourable  to  themfelves. 


OF  EUROPE.  [39 

if 

In  defence  of  his  motion,  lord 
Oxford  made  a  fhort  reply,  the 
greateft  part  of  which  conlifted  of 
the  fpeech  of  his  majefty  to  both 
houfes,  on  his  acknowledging  the 
independence  of  America.  His 
majefty  having  then  consented  to 
relinquilh  America,  his  lordfhip 
inferred  that  the  relinquifhment  of 
the  Netherlands  to  France  ought 
not,  at  this  moment,  to  be  eon- 
fidered  as  an  obftacle  to  the  con- 
clulion  of  a  treaty.  As  a  mak<s 
weight  to  his  arguments,  his  lord- 
Ihip  alluded  to  India,  far  the  fate 
of  which  part  of  our  empire  he  de¬ 
clared  that  he  trembled,  as  he 
feared  that,  through  the  want„of 
wifdom,  prudence,  and  forelight 
in  the  minifters,  it  would,  ere 
lo§g,  be  loft  to  this  country. 

On  a  divilion,  the  motion  was 
rejeded  by  a  majority  of  thirty- 
fix  ;  the  contents  being  Sixteen, 
and  the  non-contents  fifty-two. 

A  proteft,  which,  in  confequence 
of  his  motion  being  rejeded,  lord 
Oxford  intended  to  enter  on  the 
journals,  gave  rife,  on  a  fubfequent 
day,  to  a  complaint  fiwrn  his  lord* 
Ihip,  and  to  fome  (harp  obfervations 
from  the  bilhop  of  Roche  Her, 
When,  on  the  morning  after  the  de¬ 
bate,  he  went  down  with  his  proteft 
to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Houfe,  he  found  that  lord  Kenyon, 
who,  during  the  lord  chancellor’s 
indifpofition,  acted  as  pro-chancel¬ 
lor,  had  taken  away  the  motion  ia 
his  pocket.  In  refentment  of  this 
infult,  as  he  deemed  it,  he  publifh- 
ed  the  proteft,  with  an.  addrefs  to 
the  nation,  in  one  of  the  daily  pa¬ 
pers  :  and  likewife  moved,  in  th6 
Peers,  that  lord  Kenyon  fhould  be 
cenfured  for  a  breach  of  privilege* 
This  motion  called  up  the  bilhop 
of  Rochefter,  who  pointedly  anR 
madverted  ort  the  conduct  of  the 
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noble  mover,  termed  his  prote ft  a 
flimfy  production,  unworthy  of  an 
anfwer,  affirmed  that  the  language 
of  it  was  neiiher  legal  nor  confti- 
tutional,  and  characterized  as  a 
petulant  motion,  that  which  was 
now  brought  forward.  The  cen- 
fure  of  the  Houfe,  he  faid,  ought 
i  lather  to  be  directed  againft 
the  printer  of  fo  aggravated  and 
audacious  a  libel  than  againft  the 
peer  on  whom  it  was  now  in¬ 
voked. 

Lord  Kenyon  rofe  to  explain 
what  he  had  done ;  but  the  Houfe, 
probably  convinced  that  he  had 
carried  away  the  paper  merely 
from  forge tfulnefs,  did  not  deem  it 
necefiary  for  him  to  proceed.  The 
queftion  was  loudly  called  for, 
and,  on  a  divifion,  Lord  Oxford 
flood  alone  againft  fifty  peers  who 
voted  in  the  negative. 

The  proteft,  perhaps,  but  too 
well  merited  the  chara&er  which 
was  given  to  it  by  the  bilhop  of 
Rochefter.  From  the  third  article, 
neverthelefs,  it  appeared  that  his 
tordfhip  entertained  no  mean  opi¬ 
nion  of  his  own  argumentative 
powers.  “  I  believe, **  faid  he, 
“  that  the  arguments  advanced  by 
me  have  never  before  been  touched 
upon,  even  in  debates,  and  no  at¬ 
tempts  having  been  made  to  anfwer 
thofe  arguments,  the  ccnclufion 
which  the  public  muft  draw  from 
it  is,  that  they  are  perfeClly  unan- 
fwerable.” 

The  fpeeches  and  exertions  of 
the  members  in  oppofition,  both 
within  and  without  the  walls  of 
parliament,  were  not  wholly  un¬ 
productive  of  their  intended  effeCl. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  fpring,  popular 
meetings  were  heid  in  various 
places,  and  petitions  were  framed, 
many  of  them  abundantly  violent, 
attributing  the  melancholy  ft  ate  of 


the  country  to  the  wickednefs  and 
incapacity  of  the  minifters,  and 
calling  for  an  inftant  change  of 
men  and  meafures,  as  the  foie 
means  of  faving  the  kingdom  from 
impending  ruin.  Thefe  petitions, 
though  from  a  fmall  minority  of 
the  nation,  both  in  wealth  and  ta¬ 
lents,  the  party  in  oppofition  con- 
fidered  as  affording  them  ground 
enough  on  which  to  bring  forward 
motions  for  the  removal  of  the 
minifters.  Not,  indeed,  that  they 
cxpeCled  that  fuch  an  objeCl  would 
be  immediately,  or  even  quickly, 
attained.  They  were  well  aware 
that  the  prefent  adminiftration  was 
too  firmly  rooted  to  be  overthrown 
without  numerous  efforts ;  but 
they  undoubtedly  hoped  that  by 
continual  accufations  and  debates 
the  public  mind  would  be  kept  in 
a  ftate  of  irritation ;  that  frefh  par- 
tizans  would  be  gained  by  incef- 
fant  exertions  ;  and  that  thus  they 
fhould,  at  length,  be  enabled  to 
accomplifh  their  purpofe.  It  was 
of  little  confequence  to  them  whe¬ 
ther  the  weapon  which  they  ufed 
was  a  motion  for  peace,  or  for  the 
difmiflion  of  the  miniftry.  The 
purpofe  and  effeCl  were  the  fame. 
They  had,  too,  on  their  fide,  the 
financial  difficulties  to  which  the 
nation  was  at  this  moment  ex- 
pofed,  and  which  were  indifputably 
of  a  magnitude  fufficient  to  dif- 
guft  the  gloomy,  the  timid,  and 
the  felfifh,  with  the  continuance  of 
the  conteft.  It  is  probable,  alfo, 
that  the  viClorious  refult  of  the  re- 
fiftance  made  to  the  American  war, 
by  an  originally  fmall  party  in  the 
two  Houles,  was  a  powerful  en¬ 
couragement  to  them  to  perfevere 
in  their  attacks.  If  it  were  fo, 
it  happened  to  them,  as  it  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  many,  that  their  eager 
wifhes  led  them  entirely  to  over* 

look 
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look  all  the  circumftances,  and 
they  were  not  a  few,  in  which  the 
one  cafe  differed  widely  from  the 
other. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  the  earl 
of  Suffolk  moved  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  praying  him  to  difmifs 
from  his  councils  the  firft  lord  of 
the  Treafury.  He  was  not,  he 
owned,  fanguine  enough  to  hope 
that  he  fhould  carry  his  point,  but 
he  was  defirous  that  it  fhould  be 
recorded  on  the  journals  of  the 
Houfe  that  he  had  done  his  duty 
at  this  alarming  crifis.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  this  ftep,  he  would,  he  faid, 
folicit  an  audience  of  his  majefty, 
and  humbly  tender  his  advice,  and 
he  fhould  then  enjoy  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  having  performed  every 
thing  that  lay  within  his  power  as 
an  individual.  With  parry  he 
profeffed  to  be  wholly  unconnected ; 
he  had  nothing  to  afk,  nor  to  ex¬ 
pert  ;  and  he  protefted  againft  the 
calumny,  which  had  been  thrown 
upon  him,  of  entertaining  French 
principles.  What  motive  could  he 
poffibly,  he  afked,  have  for  hold¬ 
ing  the  opinions  erroneoufly  at¬ 
tributed  to  him  ?  He  had  a  large 
eftate,  and  a  title  which  had  been 
conveyed  to  him  through  a  long 
line  of  anceftry,  and  which  he 
wifhed  to  tranfmit  to  his  pofterity. 
This  rea/oning  he  feemed  to  con- 
iider  as  fufficient  to  exculpate  not 
only  himfelf,  but  likewife  all  his 
rich  and  tirled  friends  who  were 
fufpeCted  of  a  leaning  towards  re¬ 
volutionary  doCtrines.  Though 
it  may  readily  be  conceded  that 
they  were  guiltlefs  of  the  fault 
afcribed  to  them,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  argument  ufed  by  his  lordfhip 
was  unfound,  as,  otherwife,  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  for  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  and  others  of  high 


rank  in  France,  to  have  lent  their 
aid  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  throne. 

After  having  blamed  the  minif- 
ters,  for  not  having  adopted  fome 
military  plans  which  he  had  fug. 
gefted  during  a  former  feflion,  he 
contended  that  proper  '  rewards 
were  not  given  to  fuch  of  our 
officers  and  feamen  as  greatly  dif- 
tinguifhed  ihemfelves  by  their  gal¬ 
lant  exploits.  Lord  Rodney  had 
been  left  in  poverty,  and,  aftef  his 
death,  his  body  had  even  been  in 
danger  of  being  denied  the  rites  of 
burial  ;  lord  Howe  had  not  only 
received  no  remuneration  what¬ 
ever,  except  the  thanks  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  but  had  likewife  been  dis¬ 
appointed  of  the  honours  which 
had  been  promifed  to  him  ;  and 
another  veteran,  who  had  been  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  but  whom  he  did 
not  name,  had  undergone  fuch 
treatment  that,  on  being  requefted 
to  fail  again,  he  refufed  to  do  fo, 
unlefs  the  King  ffiould  pofitively 
lay  his  commands  upon  him.  He 
complained,  too,  that  brave  and 
virtuous  officers  were  difplaced,  to 
make  room  for  men  of  more  pliant 
characters.  All  this  he  placed,  he 
faid,  to  the  account  of  the  minifter, 
vvhofe  whole  life,  ftnce  his  entrance 
into  offiCe,  had  been  one  continued 
fyftem  of  cunning  and  duplicity. 
Having  difpatched  this  branch  of 
his  fubjeCt,  he  adverted  to  the  re¬ 
call  of  lord  Fitz william  from  Ire¬ 
land,  which  he  believed,  and  not 
without  feme  reafon,  to  be  the 
caufe  of  all  the  calamities  by 
which  that  country  was  now  af¬ 
flicted.  But  it  was  not,  he  main¬ 
tained,  alone  in  domeftic  concerns 
that  the  mifconduct  of  the  minif. 
ters  was  manifeft.  Their  deceit 
and  imbecility  were  equally  no¬ 
torious  in  every  part  of  Europe. 
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On  this  head  he  would  only  men¬ 
tion  the  treaty  of  Piinitz,  which 
would  redound  to  their  everlaftins: 

i  O 

fhame.  The  laffc  point  which  he 
urged  was  the  impropriety  of  their 
having  formed  connexions  with 
foreign  courts,  by  which  fo  much 
of  our  wealth  was  drained  away, 
that  we  Were  reduced  to  bank¬ 
ruptcy.  The  treachery  of  thofe 
courts,  and  particularly  that  which 
they  difplayed  towards  each  other, 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  been 
a  warning  to  min  lifers  to  avoid  all 
thofe  connections  which  were  the 
<objeX  of  his  cenfure.  On  thefe 
grounds,  and  in  order  to  reflore 
the  country  to  its  former  Hate  of 
envied  greatnefs,  which  could 
never  be  done  while  the  miniller 
remained  in  power,  he  now  moved 
an  addrefs  to  obtain  his  removal. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  lord 
Grenville,  who  pleaded  that  it  was 
not  eHabliihed  on  faXs  flrong 
enough  to  bear  it.  The  noble  lord, 
l.e  Paid,  had  entered  at  large  into 
s  multifarious  feries  of  meafures, 
the  complex  c  ire  um  fiances  of  which 
lie  had  totally  miflaken  and  con¬ 
demned,  without  endeavouring  to 
warrant  his  affertions  by  any  proof 
er  evidence  whatever.  To  the 
charge  of  officers  having  been  re- 
mowed,  to  make  room  for  others 
©f  a  more  complying  temper,  lord 
Grenville  replied  by  a  denial  of  its 
juftice.  With  refpeX  to  lord  Rod=? 
ney,  he  reminded  the  Houfe  that 
tlic  prefent  miniiiers  had  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  the  remuneration 
awarded  to  him.  The  penfion  fet¬ 
tled  on  that  gallant  admiral  was 
given  to  him  before  they  came  into 
power,  and  confequently  they  had 
no  fhare  in  advifmg  or  fixing  the 
quantum.  They  had,  indeed,  on 
his  death,  recommended  that  it* 


fhould  be  continued  to  his  family; 
which,  with  the  fanXion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  had  accordingly  been  done. 
As  to  the  two  other  inflances, 
which  lord  Suffolk  had  adduced, 
he  had  never  heard  of  them  before, 
and  he  was  difpofed  to  believe  that 
the  noble  lord  laboured  under  fome 
miflake,  arifmg  from  miilnfor- 
mat  ion. 

On  the  fubjeX  of  the  treaty  of 
Piinitz,  which  had  fo  often  been 
the  pretext  for  reproach  and  invec¬ 
tive  upon  the  miniflers,  for  their 
prefumed  (hare  in  it,  lord  Grenville 
once  more  gave  an  explanation, 
calculated  to  fatisfy  every  honeff 
and  impartial  hearer.  That  treaty, 
he  faid,  had  long  been  a  matter  of 
mifapprehenfion  and*  abufe,  and, 
like  many  other  tranfaXions,  had 
been  invidioufly  mifreprefented  t© 
calumniate  the  adminiHration, 
though  the  fatal  confequences  of 
that  calumny  involved  the  happi- 
nefs  and  tranquillity  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  He  hoped,  from  what  he  was 
going  to  relate,  that  thofe  miff 
reprefentations  would  ceafe,  and 
that  all  further  declamation  againft 
the  Esinifters  for  the  part  which 
they  were  fuppofed  to  have  played 
in  the  fabrication  of  that  treaty, 
would  be  renounced.  The  treaty 
of  Piinitz  originated  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  and 
was  figned,  fealed,  and  ratified, 
without  the  participation,  and  even 
without  the  knowledge  of  the 
Britifh  cabinet. 

On  the  alleged  duplicity  of  fo¬ 
reign  powers  his  \  lordfhip  touched 
very  lightly.  In  faX,  he  indireX- 
ly  admitted  that  the  allegation  wat 
partly  true  ;  as  he  would  only  yen, 
ture  to  fay  that,  were  it  neceffary 
for  him  to  enter  into  the  fubjeX, 
he  fhould  be  likely,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree 


gree  at  leaf,  to  difpute  the  jufice 
of  the  charge.  Bat,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  conduct  of 
thofe  powers,  he  trufed  that  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  not  even  the 
fhadow  of  one,  concerning  the 
integrity  and  candour  of  Great 
Britain.  Never,  he  affirmed,  were 
her  faith  and  honour  more  con- 
fpicuous,  never  was  fhe  more  reve¬ 
renced  and  relied  on,  than  at  the 
prefen t  moment.  As  to  the  idea 
that  our  foreign  connexions N had 
reduced  us  to  bankruptcy,  he  con- 
fidered  it,  notwithf  anding  the  tem¬ 
porary  check  and  embarraffment 
in  public  credit,  as  proved  to  be 
erroneous,  by  the  fourifhing  fate 
of  our  finances  and  refources,  and 
the  wide  extent  of  our  commerce, 
which  was  clearly  manifefed  by 
the  increafed  receipt  of  our  cuf- 
toms. 

Looking  at  the  refult  of  the  war, 
he  maintained  that,  although  the 
allies  had  not  been  as  fortunate  as 
might  rationally  have  been  expect¬ 
ed,  the  exertions  and  the  fuccefs 
of  this  country  had  been  alike  un¬ 
paralleled.  In  particular,  our 
naval  viXories  had  been  more 
brilliant  than  ever  before  difin- 
guifhed  any  age  or  any  nation. 
Such  being  incontrovertibly  the 
cafe,  it  was,  he  thought,  pecu¬ 
liarly  hard  that  all  the  praife  and 
all  the  glory  fhould  be  reaped 
by  individuals ;  while  on  the 
minifters  fhould  ungeneroufly  be 
thrown  all  the  refponfibility,  all 
the  cenfure,  and  all  the.  fhame. 
But,  let  the  fuccefs  of  the  war  be 
what  it  might,  he  was,  he  faid, 
convinced,  and  he  relied  on  the 
conviXion  of  their  lordfhips,  and 
of  the  Britifh  people  alfo,  that,  if 
the  war  had  not  been  undertaken, 
the  religion  of  the  country  would 
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by  this  time  have  been  over¬ 
thrown  ;  the  laws,  our  pride  and 
protection,  would  have  been  tram¬ 
pled  on  4  the  facred  infitutions  of 
our  ancef  ors  been  defrayed  ;  all 
rank,  property,  and  diftinctimr 
laid  waf  e  ;  and  our  glorious  Con- 
fitution  entirely  and  irrevocably 
extinX. 

That  part  of  lord  Grenville’s 
fpeech  which  related  to  lord  Rod¬ 
ney,  was  corroborated  by  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Lanfdown,  and  the  Earl 
of  Kinnoul,  The  Marquis  fated, 
that  thofe  who  fixed  the  amount 
of  the  reward  were  anxious  at  the 
time  to  do  every  thing  for  him  that; 
was  handfome  and  liberal ;  and  the 
earl  declared  that  the  family  of  the 
admiral  were  perfeXly  fatisfed 
with  the  provifion  which  had  been 
made  for  them  fince  his  deceafe* 
This  evidence  induced  lord  Suffolk 
to  retraX  a  part  of  his  ailertionsj 
but  he  fill  maintained  that  the 
minifers  had  refufed  to  let  lord 
Rodney  have  fome  papers,  which 
were  neceffary  for  his  vindication. 
In  reply  to  this,  however,  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Lanfdown  affirmed,  that, 
though  he  had  often  heard  of  fuch 
papers,  he  had  never  been  able  to 
difeover  what  they  were. 

The  earl  of  Kinnoul,  marquis 
Townfhend,  the  earl  of  Warwick, 
earl  Spencer,  and  lord  Romney 
oppofed  the  motion.  The  firf  of 
thefe  peers  expreffed  his  extreme 
furprize  to  fee  propofed  a  motion 
of  fuch  importance,  as  that  of  re¬ 
moving  a  prime  minifer,  without 
a  fingle  charge  or  proof  being 
brought  againf  him.  All  of  them 
agreed  that  the  country  was  by 
no  means  in  fuch  a  gloomy  fi tua- 
tion  as  it  had  been  reprefen  ted  to 
be  ;  and  they  thought  that  to  make 
fuch  melancholy  reprefentations 
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could  have  no  other  tendency  than 
to  difpirit  the  people,  and  to  give 
confidence  to  our  enemies.  Lord 
Romney  was  the  peer  who  fpoke 
molt  at  length  on  this  point.  He 
likewife  Hated  his  belief  that  the 
minifters  had  not  carried  the  loyal¬ 
ty  loan  far  enough  ;  there  being  no 
doubt  that  an  infinitely  larger  fum 
might  have  been  fubfcribed,  which 
would  have  prevented  the  prefen t 
difficulties,  and  been  of  the  utmoft 
importance  in  inclining  the  repub¬ 
licans  to  pacific  meafures.  As  this 
had  not  been  done,  he  would,  he 
faid,  fuggeft  a  plan  which  might 
be  produ&ive  of  folid  advantage. 
He  thought  that,  in  fuch  an  exi¬ 
gency  as  this,  every  man  ought  to 
come  forward,  and,  by  a  voluntary 
gift,  according  to  the  extent  of  his 
means,  contribute  to  the  public 
relief;  the, money  to  be  fubjeft, 
of  courfe,  to  the  controul  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  himfelf  would  fubfcribe 
five  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  paid 
by  ten  monthly  inftalments ;  and 
he  imagined  that  there  might 
eafily  be  found  a  hundred  thoufand 
perfons,  each  of  whom  would  fub¬ 
fcribe  a  hundred  pounds  ;  and 
thus,  upon  a  moderate  computa¬ 
tion,  ten  millions  might  be  ob¬ 
tained. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  earl  of 
Derby,  earl  Moira,  the  Marquis 
of  Lanfdown,  and  the  duke  of 
Bedford. 

By  the  duke  of  Norfolk  it  was 
contended  that,  far  from  having 
preferved  the  laws  and  conftitution, 
the  minifters  had  deeply  injured 
them  ;  and  he  greatly  feared  that, 
if  a  blind  confidence  was  continued 
to  be  placed  in  them,  our  laws  and 
conftitution  would  ultimately  be 
loft.  There  was  no  neceffity  to 


ftate  any  grounds  for  the  prefent 
motion.  The  difaftrous  fituation 
of  the  country  was  a  fufficient 
ground.  It  was  quite  enough  to 
fay,  in  the  words  of  the  infcription 
over  the  celebrated  architect  of 
St.  Paul's,  <f  do  you  enquire  for  his 
monument ;  look  around  you.'* 
Our  allies  become  enemies,  our 
exertions  baffled,  our  finances  Mat¬ 
tered,  and  our  public  credit  Ihaken 
to  the  centre,  furnilhed  abundant 
grounds  for  the  motion. 

In  this  fentiment  the  earl  of 
Derby  fully  concurred.  The  noto¬ 
riety  of  the  circumftances  fuper- 
feded,  he  faid,  the  neceffity  of  de¬ 
tail.  In  addition  to  the  arguments 
of  the  fpeakers  before  him,  he  ad¬ 
duced  the  difturbed  condition  of  the 
filler  kingdom.  The  conduft  of 
the  minifters  had,  he  affirmed,  fo¬ 
mented  the  difcontents  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland,  and,  by  the  pro¬ 
vocations  which  they  had  given, 
they  had  irritated  their  minds  to 
the  prefent  alarming  degree. 

Earl  Moira  entered  into  the  de¬ 
bate  at  fome  length,  and  with  con- 
fiderable  eloquence.  His  argu¬ 
ments,  however,  were,  in  great 
part,  the  fame  as  had  been  ufed 
by  the  peers  who  preceded  him. 
He  added,  that  the  miniller  had 
deluded  the  nation  by  his  fchemes 
of  finance,  and  had  given  ftate- 
ments  of  the  expences  of  the  war, 
which  were  calculated  to  impofe 
on  the  country,  and  conceal  our 
fituation ;  and  that  the  credit  of 
the  Bank  of  England  could  never 
be  rellored  to  the  ftate  in  which 
it  once  Hood.  On  the  mode  in 
which  the  war  had  been  carried  on 
he  fpoke  with  great  judgment  and 
efFedi,  and  bellowed  on  it  a  cenfure 
which,  unfortunately,  was  but  too 
well  defended.  The  minifters,  he 
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faid,  had  fpent  the  ftrength  of  the 
kingdom  on  diftant  expeditions,  in 
attacking  the  fkirts  of  the  French 
power,  in  making  conquefts  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies ;  while,  if  they 
were  really  combating  French  prin¬ 
ciples,  they  muft  have  been  aware 
that  they  had  no  chance  of  fucceed- 
ing,  but  in  a  different  fort  of  con- 
teft.  If  a  wild  beaft  were  abroad, 
would  it  he  afked,  be  of  any  uti¬ 
lity,  or  at  all  conduce  to  our  repu¬ 
tation,  to  get  behind  it,  and  cut 
off  a  piece  of  its  tail?  Yet,  in 
this  kind  of  manner  had  the  war 
been  conduced.  This,  and  their 
other  faults,  would  amply  juftify 
him  in  the  vote  which  he  meant 
to  give,  for  the  removal  of  the 
minifters. 

The  feverity  with  which  the 
lords  in  opposition  had  cenfured 
the  conduft  of  the  war,  drew  from 
lord  Spencer  a  vindication  of  the 
minifters,  as  far  as  regarded  naval 
operations.  Military  affairs  he 
declined  arguing  on  ;  but  the  naval 
power  of  England  had  never,  he  faid, 
been  more  confpicuoufly  fignalized 
than  during  the  ftruggle  in  which 
we  were  now  engaged.  Lord  Car- 
lifle,  however,  declared,  in  anfwer 
to  this,  that  he  would  never  patient¬ 
ly  hear  an  affertion  which  implied 
that  on  every  occafion  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  had  done  its  duty. 
He  would,  on  the  contrary,  infill 
that,  by  negle&ing  to  give  orders 
to  admiral  Colpoys,  in  cafe  of  his 
miffing  the  French  fleet,  to  proceed 
to  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  they  had 
loft  the  moft  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war. 
Had  they  given  thofe  orders,  and 
had  the  republican  armament  been 
deftroyed,  as  it  probably  would, 
he  doubted  not  that  the  confe- 
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quence  would  have  been  an  imme¬ 
diate  peace. 

On  this  head  the  marquis  of 
Lanfdown  declared  his  entire  a- 
greement  with  the  earl  of  Carlifle. 
He  thought  the  Admiralty  had 
been,  in  that  inftance,  extremely 
negligent  of  their  duty,  and  highly 
to  blame.  With  refpeft  to  the 
general  queftion  before  the  Houfe, 
though  he  thought  a  change  needful, 
he  owned  that  he  had  no  confidence 
in  a  mere  change  of  men.  He 
confidered  one  punifhment  of  a  mi- 
nifter  where  it  was  merited,  to  be 
of  infinitely  more  public  advantage 
than  any  change  that  could  take 
place.  This  opinion  he  had  form- 
med  both  from  principle  and  prac¬ 
tice.  In  illuftration  of  it  he  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  fucceffive  changei 
which  had  occurred,  from  the  time 
of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  to  the  en¬ 
trance  of  Mr.  Pitt  into  office.  He 
was,  he  faid,  for  a  fundamental 
change  of  fyftem ;  for  a  complete 
acknowledgement  of  error.  He 
was  for  a  government  conduced 
without  influence,  and,  whoever 
were  the  minifters,  if  they  were 
men  of  integrity  and  honour,  he 
had  no  doubt  of  the  refult.  He 
defired  to  fee  a  ftrong  executive, 
and  a  vigilant  independent  legifla- 
ture,  mutually  checking  each  other, 
and  in  this  balance  he  conceived 
liberty  to  confift.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that,  on  this  point,  hit 
ideas  were  found  and  conftitutional. 

Adverting  to  Ireland,  he  re¬ 
probated  the  language  of  thofe  per. 
fons  who,  in  the  Irifh  parliament, 
had  exprefled  a  wi(h  to  fee  the 
north  of  Ireland  in  open  rebellion  ; 
a  wifh  fimilar  to  one  exprefled  by 
the  brutal  duke  of  Alva,  when  fent 
to  the  Netherlands,  by  the  tyrant. 
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Philip  the  Second.  Then,  refer- 
sng  to  the  account  on  the  table, 
of  army  extraordinaries,  he  a  iked 
what  their  lordfhip’s  property 
would  long  remain  worth,  when 
millions  on  millions  were  fquan- 
dered  with  fuch  flagrant  improvi¬ 
dence.  As  to  the  phrafe  fo  often 
tifed,  of  a  good  peace,  he  wifhed 
it  to  be  defined.  He  wifhed  it  to 
be  explained  for  what  objedt  we 
were  fighting.  If  that  were  done 
it  would  be  poflible  to  proceed. 
He  could  never,  he  declared,  con- 
fent  to  any  peace  that  would  infer 
public  ignominy,  and,  were  the 
enemy  to  infill  on  any  fuch  con¬ 
ditions,  if  would  unite  every  man 
in  the  country,  in  refiftance  againft 
fherr  pretentions.  What  terms  he 
ihould  think  ignominious  he  did 
mot,  however  explain ;  but  from 
his  language  it  might  reafonably 
be  concluded,  that  he  did  not  con¬ 
ceive  there  would  be  any  difgrace 
in  confenting  to  leave  the  Nether- 
lands,  and  perhaps  her  other  Gon- 
quefts,  in  the  hands  of  France. 

In  a  fecond  fpeech,  lord  Grenville 
entered  into  a  refutation  of  fome 
of  the  arguments  urged  by  the  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  miniftry.  The  chief 
part  of  his  reply  was,  however, 
directed  to  lord  Moira,  whofe  at¬ 
tack  he  feems  to  have  felt  more 
than  that  of  any  other  peer.  By 
the  ludicrous  fimile,  which,  in 
fpeaking  of  our  achievements,  that 
nobleman  had  ufed,  he  was  evi¬ 
dently  annoyed.  Were,  he  afked, 
our  vi&pries  at  fea,  and  our  con¬ 
quers  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies, 
no  more  than  the  end  of  the  mon- 
fler's  tail,  and  were  they  to  be  fo 
degraded,  by  that  moft  humilia¬ 
ting  comparifon.  The  conduct  of 
the  minifters,  in  this  cafe,  he  de¬ 
fended  on  the  ground  of  their 


having  a£led  in  deference  to  the  na* 
tional  voice.  But  it  is  no  part  of  the 
duty  of  a  minifter  to  adopt  a  mea- 
fure,  merely  becaufe  there  appears* 
to  be  a  popular  clamour  in  its  favour. 
Nor  can  the  fad  be  admitted,  that 
he  and  his  colleagues  had  been  call¬ 
ed  on  by  the  Britifh  people  to  give 
a  particular  and  confined  direction 
to  their  military  efforts.  Befides, 
it  is  notorious,  that  very  many 
enlightened  politicians,  and  even 
fome  in  the  cabinet,  entertained 
more  than  doubts  of  the  propriety  of 
wafting  our  ftrength  in  diftant  and 
comparatively  unprofi  table  exploits. 
They  were  of  opinion  that  to  en- 
fure  blows  being  mortal,  they 
fhould  be  aimed  at  the  vital  parts. 
It  was,  in  truth,  to  the  fyftem  of 
their  parliamentary  opponents  that 
the  minifters  had  conformed,  under 
the  miftaken  idea  that  they  were 
manifefting  their  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  people.  The  miftake 
was,  however,  made,  and  on  that 
miftake  lord  Grenville  built  his 
argument.  He  reminded  thofe 
around  him,  that  the  members  of 
the  adminiftration  had  often  been 
blamed  for  haviog  fent  troops  to 
the  Netherlands ;  that  they  had  as 
often  been  told  that  the  navy  and 
the  colonies  were  the  proper  ob¬ 
jects  of  Great  Britain  in  a  war ; 
and  he  added  that,  in  compliance 
with  the  public  voice,  they  had  of 
late  turned  all  their  attention  to 
the  navy  and  the  colonies,  and 
had  declined  fending  troops  to  the 
continent.  As  a  naval  and  colo¬ 
nial  war,  he  maintained,  as  he  had 
before  done,  that  this  war  had 
been  crowned  with  unexampled 
fuccefs. 

The  remainder  of  lord  Gren« 
ville’s  fpeech  was  devoted  to  com¬ 
ments  on  that  of  the  marquis  of 

Lanfdown* 
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Lanfdown.  The  complete  change 
of  fyftem,  which  the  marquis  re¬ 
commended,  would,  he  faid,  pro¬ 
duce  the  certain  effe,ft  of  throwing 
the  country  into  immediate  and 
total  confufion.  From  fuch  a 
change  he  was  convinced  that  the 
whole  nation  would  recoil  with 
difguft  and  terror.  At  the  fame 
time  he  again  claimed  for  the 
minifters  the  praife  of  having  pre¬ 
ferred  the  country  from  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  Jacobinical  principles.  To 
the  queftion  put  by  the  noble  mar¬ 
quis,  for  what  was  the  war  carried 
on  ?  he  anfwered  that  it  was  now 
carried  on  not  for  this  or  that  pro¬ 
vince,  but  to  prevent  the  French 
from  holding  poffeffion  of  the  whole 
of  the  maritime  territory  which 
lay  oppofvte  to  our  own.  There 
was  aifo  another  caufe  for  its  con¬ 
tinuance.  It  was  the  haughty 
manner  in  which  they  had  repul- 
fed  our  overtures  for  peace.  They 
had  called  for  our  terms,  and  had 
.xeje&ed  them,  without  deigning 
to  offer  any  on  their  part.  No 
ambaffador,  he  affirmed,  had  ever 
been  treated  with  more  indignity 
than  ours  had  been.  In  conclufion, 
his  lordihip  reprobated  the  defpond- 
ing  language  and  predictions  in 
which  fome  perfons  indulged ;  af- 
ferted  the  amplenefs  of.  our  re- 
fources  to  fuftain  the  conteft ;  and 
with  perfect  j office,  and  a  proper 
fpirit,  patTed  eenfure  on  the  op- 
polition,  by  declaring  that,  al¬ 
though  he  had  often  heard  profef- 
fions  of  unanimity,  in  cafe  of  the 
country  being  infulted,  the  rainif- 
try  had  in  no  inffance  received 
the  fupport  of  the  individuals  by 
whom  thofe  profeffions  were  made. 

Some  paffages  in  this  fpeech  call¬ 
ed  up  the  marquis  of  Lanfdown, 
who  replied  with  confiderable  acri¬ 


mony.  The  haughtmefs  which 
the  French  had  difplayed,  in  our 
late  attempt  to  treat,  he  confldered 
as  not  at  all  wonderful  in  their 
fituationw  They  were  men  with 
natural  feelings,  and  they  could 
not  help  remembering  and  refen t- 
ing  the  abufe  which,  on  all  oc- 
calions,  the  miifffters  had  fo  laviih- 
ly  thrown  upon  them.  When  not 
only  the  former  behaviour  of  thofe 
miniffers,  but  alfo  every  circum- 
fiance  comleCIed  with  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  gave  them  caufe  to  fufpeCI 
our  infincerity,  was  it  ftrange  that 
they  met  our  approaches  with  cold* 
nefs  and  difguft.  Having  thus 
vindicated  the  directory,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  bis  own  vindication* 
He  deemed  himfelf  highly  aggriev¬ 
ed,  that  his  recommendation  to 
'  change  the  prefen t  fyftem  had  been 
grofsiy  mifeonftmed,  as  being 
prompted  by  a  fondnefs  for  jaco¬ 
bin  principles.  Of  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  he  now’  ffrenuoufly  declared 
his  dillike,  as  being  at  once  abfurd 
and  pernicious.  That  there  were 
in  Great  Britain  many  theoretical 
jacobins  he  did  not  believe  ;  and, 
with  refpedl  to  pmdical  jacobins 
he  knew  of  none  who  were  fo 
much  fo  as  his  Majefty’s  minifte^s. 
Banifhment  of  fpecie,  compulfory 
paper  currency,  forced  loans,  mili¬ 
tary  force,  and  every  other  jacobin 
proje6t,  they  adopted  as  France 
rejefted  it.  He  clofed  his  fpeech 
by  exprefiing  his  gratitude  to  the* 
juries  of  1794,  to  whom,  he  faid, 
their  lordfhips  were  indebted  for 
being  ftill  matters  of  their  lives  and 
fortunes  ;  for  it  was  thofe  juries 
who  happily  defeated  the  daring 
attempt  to  introduce  into  this 
country  the  fyftem  of  Robefpierre. 

The  debate  was  terminated  by 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  who  deferibed 
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It  as  his  objeft  to  chace  corruption 
from  fenates,  and  defpotic  maxims 
from  the  councils  of  kings.  He 
contended  that  the  ftate  of  our 
finances  was  alarming  in  the  higheft 
degree.  Even  were  a  peace  to  take 
place  at  this  moment,  he  would, 
he  faid,  undertake  to  prove  that 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  two  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half  would  be  neceflary 
to  cover  the  expences  which  had 
been  incurred. 

On  the  houfe  dividing,  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  negatived  by  a  majority 
of  eighty  feven,  there  being  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  four  non-contents  againft 
ieventeen  contents. 

The  next  attempt  in  parliament 
to  bring  about  a  renewal  of  the 
negotiation  was  not  made  by  one 
of  the  members  of  what  may  be 
denominated  the  regular  oppofition. 
It  came  from  a  new  quarter. 
About  this  time  there  was  formed 
a  fmall  party,  which  profefled  not 
to  be  perfectly  fatisfied  with  either 
'  the  minifters  or  their  political  ri¬ 
vals.  Thofe  who  compofed  this 
neutral  party  exprefled  their  con- 
vidion  that  both  fides  were  too 
anxious  for  the  pofleflion  of  power, 
and  in  their  ftruggles  too  forgetful 
of  the  real  interefts  of  the  ftate. 
In  their  candour  they  alfo  conceiv¬ 
ed  that  the  diflike  to  treat  with 
this  country,  which  was  manifefted 
by  the  rulers  of  France,  might  arife, 
not  from  pride  or  hatred,  but,  from 
mifapprehenfion,  or  even  from  well 
grounded  fufpicions ;  and  that,  if 
proper  meafures  were  employed 
to  enlighten  and  win  them  over, 
thofe  perfonages  might  be  induced 
to  lay  afide  their  prefent  prejudices, 
and  meet  us  with  a  benevolent  and 
conciliatory  fpirit.  By  what  pro- 
cefs  of  reafoning  they  arrived  at 
this  legitimate  and  liberal  conclu- 


fton  it  would  be  idle  to  enquire. 
Whatever  might  be  the  wifdom  of 
their  opinions,  they  were  not  a 
little  induftrous  in  difteminating 
them,  through  the  medium  of  the 
prefs.  Their  fuccefs,  however, 
was  not  commenfurate  with  their 
zeal,  their  profelytes  being  few  in 
number  and  without  influence. 

As  the  organ  of  this  party  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  motion 
on  the  fubjed  of  peace  was  brought 
forward,  on  the  tenth  of  April, 
by  Mr.  Pollen,  a  young  member 
of  refpedable  charader.  He  moved 
i(  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  ftating,  that 
it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  upon 
mature  confideration  of  the  abrupt 
failure  of  the  late  negotiation  for 
peace  with  France,  that  the  graci¬ 
ous  and  benign  intentions  of  his 
Majefty  had  either  been  mifcon- 
ceived  by  the  French  diredory  and 
the  French  nation,  or  that  they 
had  been  ill  explained  to  the 
French  people;  and  humbly  pray¬ 
ing  that  his  Majefty  would,  with¬ 
out  delay,  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may,  to  his 
wifdom  and  judgment  feem  likely 
to  be  efficacious  to  remove  every 
mifconception  or  mifreprefentation 
which  may  have  been  entertained 
by  the  diredory  or  the  French 
nation,  relative  to  the  goodnefs 
and  fincerity  of  the  intentions  by 
which  his  Majefty  was  actuated 
to  procure  a  fair  and  honourable 
peace.** 

To  this  addrefs,  however  its 
neceffity  or  policy  might  be  dis¬ 
puted,  no  objection  could  with 
juft  ice  be  urged  on  the  ground  of 
its  being  wanting  in  decorum.  The 
language  of  it  was  at  leaft  tem¬ 
perate  and  refpedful.  It  was 
Seconded  by  fir  John  Macpherfon. 

Having 
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Having  apologized  for  taking 
op  fuck  an  important  queftion, 
when  there  were  fo  many  other 
members  of  more  knowledge  and 
experience  than  himfelf,  Mr.  Pollen 
proceeded  to  lay  before  the  Houfe 
the  grounds  of  his  motion.  He 
feemed  to  derive  the  neceffitv  of 
his  ftepping  forward  from  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  want  of  candour 
which  was  difplayed  by  the  con. 
tending  parties  in  parliament.  He 
defcribed,  though  certainly  in  de¬ 
licate  language,  thofe  parties  as 
facrificing  the  public  good  to  their 
own  animofities,  and  as  mixing  up 
every  debate  with  fo  much  that 
was  foreign  to  the  fubjeft,  that  it 
became  exceedingly  difficult  to 
difentangle  the  ufeful  from  the  ufe- 
lefs,  and  to  obtain  a  precife  and 
fatisfaftory  refuit.  His  objett,  on 
the  contrary,  was,  he  faid,  to  make 
his  ftatements  clear,  explicit,  and 
brief,  and  the  propofition  which 
he  meant  to  build  on  thofe  ftate¬ 
ments,  fo  fair  arid  reafonable  that 
it  might  gain  the  approbation  and 
fupport  of  every  one. 

He  reminded  the  Houfe  that  the 
war  againft  France  was  begun  in 
concert  with  all  the  powerful 
Hates  of  Europe,  fome  of  whom 
were  now  our  enemies,  and  others 
afforded  us  but  a  feeble  aid,  while 
dur  former  threats  of  invafion 
were  filenced  and  retorted  upon 
ourfelves.  To  confole  and  en¬ 
courage  us,  we  were,  however, 
told  that  the  enemy  fuffered  under 
an  accumulation  of  miferies.  But, 
if  the  French  people  were  really 
fuffering  in  the  manner  which  was 
afferted,  muft  they  not  be  as 
anxious  for  peace  as  the  people  of 
England,  Why,  then,  did  they 
not,  with  one  voice,  imperatively 
call  on  the  Diredory  to  put  an 
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end  to  the  war  ?  The  reafon  why 
they  did  not,  he  conceived  to  be, 
that,  either  they  of  themfelves 
thought,  or  had  by  wilful  mifre- 
prefentations  been  induced  to  think, 
that  all  their  calamities  originated 
in  the  tyranny  and  ambition  of 
Great  Britain.  It  was,  therefore, 
indifpenfably  neceflary  to  remove 
their  delufion  on  this  point.  It 
was  neceflary,  even  for  our  own 
fake  ;  our  public  credit,  without 
which  we  could  not  exift,  being 
fhaken  to  its  very  balls,  fo  that 
nothing  but  a  peace  could  reftore 
it.  On  this  head,  indeed,  the 
fears  of  Mr.  Pollen  feemed  to  be 
extreme.  Had,  in  truth,  thefitu- 
ation  of  the  country  been  fuch  as 
he  evidently  imagined  it  to  be, 
there  would  have  been  no  other 
choice  than  immediate  ruin  from 
the  continuance  of  the  conteft,  or 
the  flower  but  not  lefs  certain  ruin 
arifing  from  a  treaty,  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  which  were  didated  by 
France.  Yet,  with  this  idea  of 
our  hopelefs  Hate,  he,  neverthelefs, 
cheriflied  a  belief  that  the  French 
would  not  be  averfe  from  liftening 
to  pacific  overtures,  provided  they 
were  undeceived  as  to  our  feelings 
of  determined  enmity ;  and  in 
proof  of.this  he  mentioned  the  ap- 
plaufe  which  the  council  of  five 
hundred  had  beftowed  on  the 
fpeeches  which  Dumolard,  and 
others,  had  made  in  favour  of 
peace.  He  was  confequently  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  incumbent  on 
us  to  do  fomething  to  prove  that 
we  were  not  the  caufe  of  fo  much 
bloodfhed  and  mifery.  Aware 
that,  having  voted  for  the  addrefs 
to  his  majefty  on  the  rupture  of  the 
negotiation,  he  might  be  charged 
with  inconfiftency,  he  endeavoured 
to  prevent  the  charge,  by  urging 
[£]  tha? 


that  he  then  placed  an  unrefrrved 
confidence  in  the  miniders,  and 
that,  fince  that  period,  the  bank 
had  flopped  payment.  The  change 
of  affairs  had,  lie  faid,  produced  a 
change  in  the  minds  of  many  per- 
fons,  and  he  truded  that:  he  might 
be  excufed  for  being  one  of  the 
number*  Led,  however,  this 
fhould  not  fufHce  for  his  apology, 
he  appealed  to  the  feelings  of  his 
auditors,  and  afked  whether,  when 
he  looked  into  the  difmal  cata¬ 
logue  of  calamities  incidental  to 
the  war,  when  lie  faw  his  brothers 
dying  in  the  putrid  urns  of  weftern 
pedilence,  and  beheld  the  mangled 
body  of  his  friend,  it  was  not  com¬ 
mon  to  humanity  to  mourn  their 
bufferings,  and  blame  thofe  who 
occadoned  them.  Reverting  to  the 
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fuppofed  opinion  of  the  French 
people,  that  on  England  lay  the 
guilt  of  the  continuance  of  the 
con  reft,  he  read  as  evidence  the 
libellous  paper,  unofficially  iffued 
by  the  French  Directory,  three 
days  fubfequent  to  the  departure  of 
Lord  Malmefbury  from  Paris.  He 
did  not,  he  declared,  mean  to  in¬ 
fatuate  that  the  affertions  of  the 
enemy  were  true,  or  even  that  the 
paper  was  authentic  ;  but  he  was, 
neverthelefs,  of  opinion  that  it  be¬ 
came  his  majeliy,  and  the  Houfe, 
to  put  forth  a  counter  declaration, 
that  the  did  refs  of  millions  might 
not  any  longer  be  attributed  to  a 
midaken  cr  raifreprefented  caufe. 
This  paper,  unauthentieated  as  he 
confeffed  it  to  be,  and  full  of  infult 
as  it  was,  but  fo  far,  indeed,  bear¬ 
ing  the  feal  of  authenticity,  he 
thofe  to  confide r  as  i peaking-  the 
deliberate  fen  ti  meats  of  the  French 
people.  It  was,  in  tad,  the  only 
pails  on  which  he  refled  his  mo- 
jjop.  Had  he  not,  in  the  courfe 


of  his  fpeech,  alluded  to  the  debate 
and  addrefs  of  the  30th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  he  might  well  have  been 
imagined  to  have  entirely  forgot¬ 
ten  that  the  documents  relative  to 
the  lad  attempt  to  negotiate  had 
been  given  to  the  world,  and  that, 
by  a  public  declaration,  his  majefty 
had  already  vindicated  fo  fully  the 
conduct  of  this  country  as  to  ren¬ 
der  wholly  unneceffary  any  further 
defence  of  it. 

Of  this  motion  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  deemed  it  proper 
himfelf  to  take  notice.  It  would, 
he  faid,  require  but  few  words  to  ' 
(hew  that  neither  from  the  motion 
irfelf,  nor  from  any  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  by  which  it  was  fupported, 
could  any  practical  benefit  what¬ 
ever  a  rife.  The  firft  point  which 
he  noticed  was  Mr.  Pollen's  lamen¬ 
tation  on  the  evils  which  origi¬ 
nated  from  war.  Thofe  evils,  he 
faid,  were  an  eafy  and  trite  theme 
of  declamation  and  difcuffion,  but, 
though  they  'were  undoubtedly  to 
be  deplored,  and  never  to  be  wan¬ 
tonly  incurred,  he  imagined  that 
war  and  its  terrible  concomitants 
always  had  exided,  and  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  exift  till  the  end  of  time, 
unlefs  the  honourable  member 
could  new  model  human  nature,  or 
fugged  feme  other  more  practicable 
means  of  preventing  them.  They 
might,  indeed,  have  been  dwelt 
on  with  greater  propriety,  had  we 
engaged  pi  a  conteft  from  motives 
of  ambition  ;  but,  as  that  was  not 
our  cafe,  as  we  were  fighting 
driclly  in  felf-defence,  it  was  idR, 
and  werfe  than  ufelefs,  to  defcant 
on  the  calamities  of  war.  Such 
lamentations  only  tended  to  weak¬ 
en  the  energy,  which  might  other- 
wife  avert  or  furmount  the ''evils 
lamented.  Referring,  then,  to  the 

lad 
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la  ft  negotiation,  Mr.  Pitt  declared 
that  his  feelings  and  hopes  on  that 
fubjecd  had  been  no  lrfs  ardent  and 
fanguine  than  thofe  of  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman.  A  peace,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  depend  on  the  earned - 
nefs  of  the  defire  felt  for  it,  nor  on 
ant*  previous  declarations  of  par¬ 
liament.  I  he  latter,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  were  more  ikely  to  fruftrare 
than  to  forward  their  object.  Mr. 
Pitt  next  animadverted  very  fully 
-on  the  ground  which  Mr.  Pollen 
had  chofen  for  his  motion.  He 
demonftrated  that  it  would  be 
highly  improper  to  adopt  the  pro- 
pofed  addrefs,  merely  on  the  ften- 
der  and  gratuitous  fuppofirion's  that 
the  French  people  mud  wifh  for 
peace,  and  that  the  unackno  wledg¬ 
ed  paper  iffued  by  the  directory 
furnHhed  reafon  to  imagine  that 
the  Britifti  miniders  had  not  aided 
fmcerely  in  their  attempt  to  ne¬ 
gotiate.  That  the  direHory  had 
grofsly  mifreprefented  the  inten¬ 
tions  and  offers  of  this  country  was 
evident ;  but  Purely  it  would  be  a 
lingular  thing  to  make  this  infult 
the  bads  of  a  parliamentary  pro¬ 
ceeding,  and  thereby  expofe  the 
nation  to  an  additional  infult. 
Befides,  it  would  be  abfurd  as  well 
as'  impolitic  to  pubbfh  an  official 
declaration,  for  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
futing  a  manifedo  which  was  not 
confefledly  official.  I  hat  the  mi- 
nilfers  had  'aCted  with  dncerity  he 
again  drongly  affirmed;  and  he 
declared  that  their  willies  and  de- 
figns  remained  unchanged.  They 
had  even  gone  beyond  what  was 
called  for  by  this  addrefs,  and  it 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  rejected  as 
fuperfluous,  even  were  it  not  cer¬ 
tain,  as  it  was,  to  produce  a  pre¬ 
judicial  effect.  There  might,  he 
reminded  his  hearers,  be  a  chance 


.  for  making  pacific  overtures,  which 
the  government  alone  could  come 
at,  and  could  not  conveniently  di¬ 
vulge.  By  a  hafty  and  imprudent 
interference,  parliament,  without 
adding  to  its  dignity,  might  de- 
ftroy  that  chaace,  and  bring  down 
frefh  contumely  on  the  country,, 
Such,  if  the  motion  were  adopted, 
would  now  be  the  cafe.  Though, 
faid  Mr.  Pitt,  1  do  not  choofe  to 
enter  into  any  detail,  I  have  no 
difficulty  to  fatisfy  the  honourable 
gentleman,  by  declaring  that  the 
plan  concerned  by  the  minifters  fe- 
cures  more  than  his  motion  points 
at.  In  confequence  of  a  communi¬ 
cation  from  the  court  of  Vienna  qf 
an  overture  received  from  France 
for  a  feparate  negotiat  ion,  to  which 
1'  have  before  alluded  in  this 
Houfe,  and  of  a  determination  ex. 
preffed  by  our  faithful  ally  the 
emperor,  not  to  negotiate  without 
the  concurrence  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  fleps  have  fince  been  taken 
here,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  make 
ufe  of  that  opportunity  to  renew  a 
joint  negotiation.  His  majefty 
has  in  confequence  refolved  to  fend 
to  Vienna  a  perfon  of  confidence, 
with  fuch  inftruCIions  as  appear 
moft  likely  to  promote  the  objeCl 
of  pacification,  in  concert  with  his 
majefty  *s  allies.  Further  than  this 
I  cannot  ftate. 

Mr.  Pollen  having  declined  to 
withdraw  his  addrefs,  the  order  of 
tire  day  was  moved  by  Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington,  who  expreffed  his  firm 
conviction  of  the  dangerous  tend, 
ency  of  the  various  motions  which 
the  members  in  oppofition  had 
made  t<5  compel  the  minifters  to 
negotiate.  He  then  entered  into 
an  examination  of  the  two  charges 
which  had  been  urged  againft  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer : 

23h  ,  namely. 
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namely,  that  he  was  the  author  of 
the  war,  and  that  he  had  been  in- 
fincere  in  his  efforts  to  obtain 
peace.  On  the  firft  point,  he  cal¬ 
led  to  the  recolledion  of  his  audi¬ 
tory  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  the 
country  in  1792,  and  argued  that 
no  man  was  then  more  interefted 
than  Mr.  Pitt  in  preferving  peace, 
becaufe  hoftilities  could  not  but 
fruftrate  the  financial  arrangements 
in  which  he  was  fo  anxioufly  and 
fuccefsfully  employed.  The  un- 
willingnefs  of  hirnfelf  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  to  interfere  in  the  contefl 
was  incontrovertibly  manifefled, 
in  the  May  of  that  year,  by  their 
materially  reducing  the  naval  and 
military  eflablifhments.  Even  the 
failure  of  the  Pruffian  invafion,  and 
the  events  of  the  10th  of  Auguft, 
did  not  induce  them  to  depart  from 
their  fyftem.  Not  till  after  the 
battle  of  Jemappe,  and  the  famous 
decree  relative  to  the  Scheldt,  did 
they  begin  to  adopt  fome  precau¬ 
tionary  meafures.  It  was  the  con¬ 
vention  itfelf  which  declared  war, 
and  he  believed  that  its  leaders 
were  led  to  take  this  ftep  by  the 
confidence  which  they  placed  in  the 
declarations  tranfmitted  to  them 
from  the  Britifh  jacobin  focieties. 
In  his  opinion  every  individual 
who  figned  thofe  declarations  aded 
the  part  of  a  traitor  to  his  country. 

Taking  up  in  the  next  place  the 
queftion  of  peace,  he  prefaced  his 
arguments  by  afking  thofe  who 
triumphed  becaufe  we  were  now 
willing  to  negotiate  after  having 
fo  long  declined  to  do  it,  whether 
there  was  no  difference  between 
the  adual  government  of  France, 
^nd  the  governments  which  exiffed 
when  many  of  the  motions  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  were  brought  for¬ 
ward,  One  qf  thofe  motions  was 


urged  at  the  time  when  the  fadion 
of  Robefpierre  had  the  afcendancyl 
Had  we  then  made  peace,  and  re¬ 
pealed  the  alien  ad,  what  would 
have  been  the  confequence  ?  In 
lefs  than  fix  weeks  fubfequent  to 
the  debate  that  fadion  ceafed  to 
exift,  and  its  leader  was  configned 
to  the  fcaffold.  The  fucceeding 
fadion  repealed  all  the  ads  of  its 
predecelfor,  and  we  fhould  confe- 
quently  have  been  again  forced 
into  a  war  with  France,  and,  in  ali 
probability,  have  likewife  been  in¬ 
volved  in  a  civil  war.  The  mo¬ 
ment  chofen  for  another  motion  of 
the  fame  kind  was  when  the  con¬ 
vention  had  avowed  the  horrid 
principle  that  treaties  might  be, 
and  fometimes  ought  to  be,  vio¬ 
lated.  Had  the  republicans  ever 
difplayed  that  ardent  defire  for 
peace,  which  we  were  recommend¬ 
ed  to  difplay  ?  Certainly  not. 
By  no  one  of  the  parties  which 
had  fucceffi vely  fwayed  in  France 
had  any  figns  of  a  difpofition  to  be 
at  peace  with  England  ever  been 
lhown.  Even  during  that  which 
was  called  the  moderate  period, 
after  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  the 
fame  fyftem  of  refentment  was  un¬ 
remittingly  aded  upon  towards 
this  country.  The  invariable  ob- 
jed  of  each  fadion  was  to  deprive 
us  of  our  allies,  that  they  might 
be  enabled  to  bend  their  whole 
ftrength  againft  us.  Yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  implacable  hatred  oil 
their  part,  no  fooner  was  a  govern¬ 
ment  eftablifhed  which  appeared 
capable  of  maintaining  the  accuf- 
tomed  relations  between  ftates, 
than  the  minifters  declared  their 
readinefs  to  negotiate  ;  they  did 
negotiate  in  fpite  of  numerous  oN 
Hades  ;  and  if  they  had  not  fuc«? 
ceeded  in  them  attempts  to  put  aq 
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end  to  the  conteft  the  blame  mud 
wholly  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the 
republicans.  Were  we  now  to 
renew  our  folicitatioris,  it  v^ould 
appear  as  if  we  were  compelled  to 
do  fo  by  the  failure  of  our  re. 
fources. 

What  then  was  to  be  done  ? 
To  this  he  would  anfwer  that  we 
muft  continue  the  war  with  unani¬ 
mity  and  vigour,  till  we  could 
bring  it  to  an  honourable  termina¬ 
tion.  Notwithftanding  our  tem¬ 
porary  embarra Aments,  we  poflef- 
fed  abundant  wealth,  and  if  we 
added  with  fpirit  we  fhouid  find 
ourfelves  rich  and  ftrong.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  manifefted  an 
untimely  and  unworthy  parfimony 
and  pufillanimity,  we  fhouid  find 
ourfelves  both  weak  and  poor.  A 
crouching  fhallow  policy  would 
degrade  our  dignity  and  our  cha¬ 
racter  ;  and,  as  interefd,  in  nations 
as  well  as  in  individuals,  was  infe- 
parably  connedded  with  honour, 
our  meannefs  and  cowardice  would 
prove  fatal  to  our  dearefd  interefts. 

What,  it  was  afked  by  fome 
perfons,  had  we  gained  by  the  war  ? 
It  might,  he  faid,  be  jufdly  re¬ 
plied,  that,  as  the  war  was  defen- 
five,  the  queflion  was  an  improper 
one.  But  he  would  not  avail  him- 
felf  of  this  reply.  We  had  made 
important  conquefts,  we  had  railed 
the  glory  of  our  navy  to  the  high- 
efd  pitch,  we  had  nearly  deftroyed 
the  marine  of  F ranee,  we  had  given 
a  fevere  blow  to  that  of  Spain,  we 
had  fecured  our  internal  tranquil¬ 
lity,  we  had,  in  a  great  degree, 
flopped  the  dangerous  principles 
which  were  once  fpreading,  fo  that 
even  the  men  who  broached  them 
feemed  now  to  be  afhamed  of  them, 
we  had,  in  fhort,  preferred  our 
liberty  and  our  conftitution,  and 


had  augmented  our  glory.  He, 
therefore,  held  himfelf  juftified  in 
giving  his  negative  to  Mr.  Pol¬ 
len’s  addrefs,  and  moving  the  order 
of  the  day. 

That  a  motion  fo  cautioufly 
worded  would  not  thoroughly  fa_ 
tisfy  Mr.  Fox  was  obvious.  He 
owned  that,  had  he  penned  it,  he 
fhouid  probably  have  chofen  other 
words,  as  he  thought  that  it  did 
not  go  quite  far  enough.  He 
would  not,  however,  objeCi  to  it, 
for  he  was  fure  that,  by  adopting 
it,  the  Houfe  would  do  more  good 
than  it  could  hope  to  do  by  con~ 
fiding  in  the  minifters.  However 
fhort  it  might  fall  of  his  wifhes,  it 
at  leaft  furnifhed  him  with  an  op. 
portunity,  of  which  he  availed 
himfelf  to  the  fulleft  extent,  to 
vent  his  eloquent  indignation  on 
the  war,  and  on  thofe  whom  he 
thought  proper  to  reprefent  as  its 
authors.  On  this  occafion  he  tra* 
veiled  his  old  ground,  but  it  muft 
be  confefled  that  he  frequently 
ftrewed  the  path  with  flowers.  He 
repeated  all  his  regular  aflertions 
refpeCting  the  origin  of  the  con- 
teft,  and  the  infincerity  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  he 
accufed  him  of  not  having  eonfent- 
ed  to  a  femblance  of  willingnefs  to 
negotiate  till  he  had'  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  it  by  multiplied  difafters; 
and  he  folemnly  warned  the  Houfe 
not  to  rifk  the  ruin  of  the  empire, 
by  perfifting  to  repofe  its  confi¬ 
dence  in  a  man  who  had  perpetually 
deceived  it,  and  had  been  the 
fource  of  all  the  public  misfortune 
and  difgrace.  At  the  time  of  the 
laft  embafly  there  was,  he  faid,  a 
loan  to  be  raifed,  and  the  ambafla- 
dor  continued  at  Paris  till  that 
loan  was  obtained.  Another  loan 
was  now  wanted,  and  the  fame 
[Z>  3]  ft  rat  age  rot 
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itra*agem  was  to  be  tried.  It  was 
thus  that  the  oninider  ftrcxe  to 
glofs  over  the  duplicity  of  h:s  con- 
du£t,  If  parliament  wifhed  the 
enemy  to  believe  that  England 
was  really  defirous  of  peace,  let  it 
not  liflen  to  the  minider’s  decla¬ 
ration  againft  interfering  with  the 
operations  of  the  government  but 
let  it  pledge  itfelf  by  its  vote. 

In  one  in  fiance  his  eag^rnefs  to 
find  matter  for  cenfurc  led  him  to 
mifeonftrue  the  language  of  his  ri¬ 
val.  Alluding  to  the  doling  fen- 
tences  of  Mr  Pitt's  fpeech  of  the 
30th  of  December,  he  applied  to 
peace  in  general  the  words  which 
Mr,  Pitt  had  ufed  in  fpeaking  of 
a  difgraceful  peace  ;  and  he  then 
exclaimed  that,  whatever  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  might  hope, 
the  hand  mud  and  would  be  found 
that  would  fign  a  treaty  with 
France.  It  was  in  a  finiilar  fpirit 
that  he  broadly  infinuated  that  the 
gontefc  had  been  entered  into  to 
afford  an  opportunity,  under  the 
protedion  of  a  large  handing  army, 
to  deprive  the  nation  of  fome  <jf  its 
mod  valuable  rights. 

To  give  weight  to  his  argu¬ 
ments  in  favour  of  the  add  refs,  he 
reprefented  the  credit  of  the  coun¬ 
try  as  in  a  more  deplorable  date 
than  at  any  former  period,  and  the 
national  debt  as  fo  enormous  that 
it  was  become  the  mod  formidable 
ally  of  France.  He  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  by  a  ten  years’  war  we 
could  wreft  any  of  her  conqueds 
from  the  French  republic;  but 
could  we,  he  faid,  wred  them  all 
from  her,  and  array  all  Europe  in 
alliance  againd  her,  dill  our  na¬ 
tional  debt  would  throw  infinitely 
more  weight  into  her  fcale  than 
would  be  thrown  into  ©urs  by  our 
alliances  and  fuccefles.  Another 


campaign  would  add  forty  milliows 
to  that  debt.  Peace,  therefore, 
mud  now  be  ma  'e,  a*  it  was  in 
vain  to  hope  that  we  fhould  ever 
procure  better  * '  v,  than  at  this 
moment.  Thou  who  did  not  vote 
for  it  would  neither  merit  nor  ob¬ 
tain  the  approbation  o?  their  con¬ 
diments.  If  they  left  this  mo¬ 
mentous  quedion  to  the  mercy  of 
the  miniders,  they  might  proied 
their  good  intentions,  but  no  one 
would  give  credit  to  them.  That 
the  whole  people  of  England  had 
long  fighed  for  peace,  Mr.  Fox 
chofe  repeatedly  to  affume  as  an 
indifputahle  faff ;  and  it  was  clear, 
from  his  manner  and  tone'  through¬ 
out  his  fpeech,  that  he  confidered 
himfelf  and  his  friends  as  the  only 
perfons  who  were  the  legitimate 
organs  of  the  people.  In  truth, 
he  did  notfcruple  to  give  the  name 
of  a  fad  ion  to  thofe  who  were  n©w 
in  office.  Speaking  dill  in  his 
character  of  mouth  piece  to  the 
people,  and  profeffing  not  to  intend 
to  difeufs  what  terms  of  treaty 
would  be  proper,  he  faid  enough 
to  fhew  that,  in  his  mind,  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  Holland  and  Italy  were 
not  objects  for  which  the  country 
would  chute  to  contend  an j  fur¬ 
ther. 

As  he  began  fo  he  concluded, 
with  farcafm  and  irony  on  the 
miniders.  Nor,  though  he  did 
not  openly  name  them,  were  the 
majority  of  I, is  hearers  fpared. 
Availing  himfelf  of  Mr.  Pollen** 
fuppodtion,  that  the  French  had 
mifunderdood  us,  he  exclaimed, 
cc  the  minider  is  always  explicit 
in  this  Houfe  no  doubt,  fince  he 
convinces  the  majority  of  it  ;  but, 
with  all  his  command  of  words,  it 
mud  be  confefled,  that,  out  of  this 
Houfe,  no  man  is  more  unfortunate 
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In  his  explanations.  The  French 
Directory  mifunderftand  him,  the 
contractors  for  the  loan  mifunder¬ 
ftand  him,  the  bankers  mifunder¬ 
ftand  him,  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  mifunderftands  him,  and 
even  the  directors  of  the  bank  of 
England,  who  take  notes  of  his 
converfation,  lor  the  purpofe  of 
being  accurate,  mifunderftand  him. 
I  wifh,  therefore,  in  future,  that 
in  all  public  affairs  he  would  con- 
defcend  to  employ  fome  other  per- 
fon,  whofe  knowledge  of  words  is 
more  upon  a  level  with  that  of  the 
reft  of  mankind  than  his  own,  in 
order  that  men  of  ordinary  capa¬ 
city  may  ftand  a  chance  of  com¬ 
prehending  his  meaning." 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
replied  to  Mr.  Fox.  He  readily 
admitted  that  a  peace  was  gene¬ 
rally  defired,  but  he  refufed  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  people  were  willing 
to  purchafe  it  by  any  facrifice  of 
fafety  or  honour.  On  Mr,  Fox’s 
affumption,  that  he  and  his  party 
were  the  foie  organs  of  the  public, 
he  commented,  though  without  any 
afperity,  as  he  likewife  did  on  the 
charge  of  his  ufing  an  unintelligible 
ftyle ;  and  he  corrected  the  mifre- 
prefentation  of  the  fentiments 
uttered  by  him  in  the  debate  of 
the  30th  of  December.  He  (hew¬ 
ed  that  the  exprefiions  which  he 
then  u(ed  applied  only  to  a  peace 
which  deprived  us  of  all  our  con- 
quefts,  and  made  us  truckle  to  the 
enemy.  That  the  motion  before 
the  Houfe  could  not  be  productive 
of  any  beneficial  effeCis,  and  that 
it  would  be  as  unwife  as  it  was 
unufual  and  unneceffarv  for  the 
Houfe  to  interpofe  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  he  again  maintained  ;  and  he 
clofed  by  reafferting  the  fincerity 
of  his  efforts  to  accomplifti  the 
reiteration  of  peace. 


The  motion  was  oppofed  by  Sir 
William  Puiteney,  as  being  an  un¬ 
called-for  and  impolitic  inter¬ 
ference  of  parliament.  A  vote  of 
that  Honfe  had,  he  (dd,  formerly 
produced  peace  with  America  ;  but 
our  relative  fituation  with  regard 
to  Fr-ance  was  widely  different. 
Peace  witlt  America  did  not  after¬ 
wards  endanger  this  country.  Now 
we  were  contending  with  a  great 
neighbouring  and  rival  nation, 
with  a  power  ftretching  its  con- 
quefts  on  every  fide,  and  animated 
by  a  bitter  fpirit  of  animoftty 
againft  us.  Without  fecurity 
what  would  be  the  utility  of 
peace,  and  what  fecurity  could  we 
enjoy  if  France  retained  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  and  her  influence  over 
Holland.  In  his  opinion  we  could 
not  be  a  flu  red  of  fafety  if  France 
poffefled  any  capacious  harbour  on 
the  oppofite  coaft,  in  addition  to 
Bred.  So  convinced  of  this  were 
the  French  themfelves,  that  they 
had  expended  iminenfe  funis,  in  aa 
endeavour  to  render  the  (ingle  har¬ 
bour  of  Cherburgh  fit  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  men  of  war.  The  mi* 
nifters  were  doubdefs  anxious  for 
peace,  but  an  over  earneftnefs  to 
attain  that  objetft  would  tend  to 
retard  or  defeat  it,  Inftead  of 
tying  them  down  to  make  peace  on 
any  terms,  it  would  be  more  wife 
to  enable  them  to  offer  a  loan  to 
the  emperor  ;  for,  ihould  he  be 
compelled  to  fubmit  to  bad  condi¬ 
tions  for  himfelf,  the  confequences 
would  be  equally  bad  to  this 
country. 

A  different  mode  of  proceeding 
from  that  propofed  by  Mr.  Pollen 
was  fuggefted  by  colonel  Fullarton, 
in  a  fpeech  which  was  remarkable 
only  for  its  pompous  and  pedantic 
ftyle.  He  was  convinced  that  to 
attempt  to  negotiate  at  this  mo* 
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ment,  while  our  public  credit  was 
labouring  under  the  fhock  which 
it  had  received,  would  not  only  be 
premature  but  pernicious.  We 
mu  ft  obtain  the  means  of  rendering 
the  country  impervious  in  defence, 
invincible  in  finance,  before  we 
could  treat  with  propriety.  So 
far  he  threw  his  weight  into  the 
minifterial  fcale.  Left,  however, 
he  (hould  appear  to  look  with  too 
favourable  an  eye  on  the  minifters, 
he  palTed  a  heavy  cenfure  on  the 
mode  in  which  our  diplomatic  in- 
tercourfe  had,  on  various  occafions, 
been  conducted  with  the  continent. 
He  talked  of  unconciliatory  tem¬ 
per,  and  of  oftenfive  manners,  and 
of  pi  enipotentiaries  entrenching 
themfelves  behind  the  ramparts  of 
etiquette,  ftalking  on  the  ftilts  of 
ambafiadorial  mightinefs,  and  being 
bandaged  and  fwaddled  in  the 
formalities  of  diplomatifm  :  but  he 
did  not  openly  defignate  the  per- 
fons  at  whom  he  aimed,  though  it 
was  difcernible,  from  fome  of  his 
allufions,  that  lord  Malmelbury 
was  one  of  the  number.  It  could 
not  be  objeded  to  him  that  he  was 
one  of  thofe  who  pointed  out  faults, 
without  {hewing  how  they  were 
to  be  avoided.  The  conduct  pur- 
fued  by  our  Indian  government 
towards  the  Mahrartas,  in  the  year 
1 7  8 1 ,  he  held  up  as  a  perfect  model 
to  all  rulers  who  were  defirous  of 
conciliating  hoftile  ftates.  He 
ended  by  reading  two  refolutions, 
which  he  thought  would  meet  the 
object  in  view,  but  which,  he  faid, 
he  did  not  mean  to  prefs  at  prefent 
on  the  Houfe.  Thefe  refolutions 
recommended,  as  the  moft  eligible 
way  of  eftabliftiing  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe,  that  a  congrefs  fimilar 
to  that  which  preceded  the  peace 
of  Munfter,  {hould  be  affembled. 


the  bufinefs  of  which  (hould  be 
to  fpecify  and  declare  to  all 
mankind  the  principles  of  right 
and  wrong,  which  ought  to  govern 
the  relations  between  independent 
ftates,  to  fpecify  and  declare  to  all 
mankind  the  principles  of  fecurity, 
property,  and  public  credit,  which 
it  is  neceftary  to  recognize  and 
render  effectual,  before  any  pacifi¬ 
cation  can  be  negotiated  with 
fafety  and  honour.  In  the  event/* 
faid  the  fecond  article,  <(  of  the 
belligerent  powers  not  acceding  to 
this  opinion,  it  will  become  the 
Houfe  to  make  known  the  grounds 
on  which  the  war  is  continued,  to 
afcertain  the  form  in  which  it  is  to 
be  conduced,  and  to  declare  the 
principles  on  which  a  ceffation  of 
hoftilities  ought  to  be  concluded 
on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty.”  When  he  framed  this 
fcheme,  in  itfelf  impra&icable, 
colonel  Fullarton  had  certainly  for¬ 
gotten  that,  as  France  had  already 
given  a  pofitive  refufal  to  liften  to 
the  projed:  of  a  congrefs,  the  re¬ 
newal  of  it  could  have  no  tendency 
whatever  to  accelerate  a  peace. 

Mr.  Johnes,  Mr.  Greene,  Sir 
John  Macpherfon,  and  one  or  two 
other  members  briefly  gave  their 
opinions.  In  their  fpeeches,  how¬ 
ever,  there  was  nothing  new  or 
uncommon,  except  in  that  of  Sir 
John  Macpherfon,  who,  if  he  did 
not  Ihine  in  eloquence  or  argu¬ 
ment,  had  at  leaft  the  merit  of  en¬ 
livening  the  dulnefs  of  debate,  and 
calling  forth  burfts  of  laughter 
from  his  hearers,  by  his  lingular 
declaration  that  “  he  hoped  if  the 
Houfe  was  not  quite  unanimous  on 
a  queftion  of  fo  much  importance, 
they  would  at  leaft  (hew  fome 
fmall  degree  of  unanimity.” 

The  order  of  the  day  was  car¬ 
ried 
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Hed  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred 
and  fix  ;  the  ayes  being  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-one,  the  noes  only 
eighty-five. 

The  next  effort  which  was  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft 
the  miniftry  was  made  by  one  of 
the  members  of  Mr.  Fox's  party. 
On  the  19th  of  May,  Mr.  Aider- 
man  Combe  moved  that  “  an 
humble  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented 
to  his  majefty,  praying  that  he 
will  difmifs  from  his  councils  his 
prefent  miniflers,  as  the  beft  means 
of  obtaining  a  fpeedy  and  honour¬ 
able  peace.” 

The  fpeech,  by  which  Mr. 
Combe  prefaced  his  motion,  had 
little  to  recommend  it,  either  of 
acute  reafoning,  or  brilliant  elo¬ 
quence.  He  firft  flightly  narrated 
the  meafures  of  the  adminiftration, 
from  the  time  when  Mr.  Pitt  came 
into  office,  and  bellowed  his  cen- 
fure  on  them  all.  The  manner  in 
which  the  miniflers  obtained  their 
power  was  the  firft  theme  of  his 
animadverfion.  The  next  was  the 
two  armaments  againft  Spain  and 
Ruflia,  which  he  chofe  to  confider 
as  notorioufly  in  oppofition  to  the 
voice  of  the  people.  Yet,  with  a 
ludicrous  inconfifteney,  he  appeared 
to  blame  the  miniflers,  for  having 
ultimately  abandoned  their  hoftile 
intentions,  and  thereby  degraded 
their  own  parliamentary  majority. 
The  prefent  unfortunate  war,  how¬ 
ever,  he  flated  to  be  the  caufe  of 
his  motion  ;  and,  while  he  can¬ 
didly  owned  that,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  popular 
opinion  was  with  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  as  to  its  juftice  and 
neceffity,  he  aifumed  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  at  large  now  thought,  as  he  had 
always  done,  that  it  was  neither 
necefiary  nor  juft.  He  then  ac- 


cufed  Mr.  Pitt,  and  his  colleagues, 
of  having  repeatedly  changed  the 
ground  upon  which  they  defended 
the  continuance  of  hoflilities  with 
France,  and,  confequently,  of  ha¬ 
ving  deceived  and  milled  the  legif- 
lature  and  the  country.  From  all 
this  he  inferred  that  their  infin- 
cerity  in  the  attempt  to  negotiate 
was  vifible  to  every  man  in  the 
kingdom  who  looked  impartially 
at  their  conduct,  and  that  their 
incapacity  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
the  flate  was  equally  manifeft.  It 
was  no  lefs  manifeft  to  him  that 
they  never  could  conclude  a  peace 
on  advantageous  and  honourable 
terms.  In  turn  they  had  all  ufed 
the  moft  irritating  and  abufive 
language  againft  the  French,  a 
circumftance  which  was  a  great 
hindrance  to  the  carrying  on  of  a 
negotiation  with  confidence.  It 
is  ftrange  that,  often  as  this  objec¬ 
tion  was  urged,  by  others  of  his 
party  as  well  as  by  Mr.  Combe, 
it  fhould  never  have  occurred  to 
any  of  them,  that  it  might  be 
urged  with  equal  or  greater  force 
by  their  opponents;  as  it  was  no¬ 
torious  that  the  republicans  had 
conftantly  indulged  in  the  moft  in¬ 
decent  and  furious  invedives 
againft  the  Britifh  government* 
From  all  that  he  had  detailed, 
however,  it  feemed  to  him  that 
nothing  could  be  more  evident 
than  the  propriety  of  his  motion, 

'  He  lamented  that  the  fubjed  had 
not  fallen  into  abler  hands,  but  he 
had  done  his  duty  to  the  beft  of 
his  ability  ;  and  he  had  one  confo- 
lation,  which  was,  that,  in  this 
inflance,  he  did  not  only  follow  the 
didates  of  his  own  mind;  he  fol¬ 
lowed  alfo  the  general  wifti  of  his 
conftituents,  whofe  inftrudions 
alone  would,  he  faid,  be  enough 
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to  fanCllon  him,  and  whole  judg¬ 
ment  fhould  always  he  fufficient 
for  his  guidance. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Sir  William  Milner,  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  fentimems  of  Mr. 
Combe,  with  refpeCf  to  inft ruCtions 
from  members  of  parliament,  and 
not  lefs  in  that  gentleman’s  hoftile 
feelings  towards  the  miniftry. 
The  nation  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  undone,  if  the  management  of 
its  affairs  was  not  fpeedily  removed 
info  other  hands. 

None  of  the  principal  fpeakers 
on  either  fide  bore  a  part  in  this 
difcuffion.  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne 
took  the  lead  in  defence  of  the 
minifters,  and  was  fupported  by 
Alderman  Curtis,  Anderfon,  and 
Imfhington,  Mr.  Bootle,  Mr. 
Brandling,  Mr.  Miles  Peter  An¬ 
drews,  Mr.  Dent,  Sir  Gilbert 
Heathcote,  Mr.  Ellifon,  and  Mr. 
Burdon.  The  fpeakers  in  oppoli- 
tion  were  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  M.A. 
Taylor,  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  and  Mr. 
Sturt. 

It  was  contended,  by  Mr.  Haw¬ 
kins  Browne,  that,  far  from  the 
prefent  minifters  having  aCled  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  deferve  to  be 
difmiffed,  they  had,  fince  their  ac- 
ecfiion  to  office,  done  more  for  the 
welfare  and  intereils  of  the  coun¬ 
try  than  any  others  of  whom  he 
had  ever  heard  or  read.  The 
three  greatcft  bleffmgs  wrhich  a 
ftate  could  enjoy  were  liberty,  in¬ 
ternal  tranquillity,  and  general 
profperity.  For  the  prefervation 
of  all  thefe  no  minifters  had  ever 
done  fo  much  as  thofe  who  were 
now  in  power.  Gn  the  firft  of 
thefe  heads,  he  enumerated  various 
meafures  which  bad  been  adopted 
during-  their  adminiftration.  Tu« 
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sies  had  been  made  judges  of  the 


law  as  well  as  of  the  fad  ;  the 
continuance  of  an  impeachment  had 
been  carried,  mainly  by  the  exer¬ 
tions  and  eloquence  of  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  and  againft 
high  and  powerful  authority  in  the 
Houfe;  laws  obnoxious  to  the  Ca¬ 
nadians  had  been  repealed,  and  a 
fyftem  of  freedom  fubftituted  in 
their  place;  and  when  fedition 
threatened  the  exigence  of  the 
ftate,  the  perfons  in  authority,  in- 
ftead  of  availing  themfelves  of  the 
opportunity  to  narrow  the  bounds 
of  liberty,  had  chofen  the  moil 
lenient  mode  of  proceeding  which 
could  poffibly  be  devifed.  With 
refpeCt  to  our  internal  tranquillity, 
it  was,  he  faid,  fo  obvious  that  it 
required  no  proof:  it  fpoke  plainly 
for  itfelf.  As  to  the  third  point, 
our  general  profperity,  Mr.  Browne 
argued  at  fome  length  ;  contend¬ 
ing  that  it  gave  the  prefent  minif¬ 
ters  an  indifputable  claim  to  the 
public  gratitude.  From  1784, 
when  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  came  into  office,  and  when  our 
fituation  was  truly  melancholy , 
down  to  the  year  1792,  the  com¬ 
merce,  manufactures,  and  agricul¬ 
ture  of  Great  Britain  had  daily 
and  rapidly  increafed.  It  was  true, 
that,  fince  the  year  1792,  we  had 
had  to  encounter  the  labours  and 
difficulties  of  a  war.  That  war, 
however,  it  was  not  practicable 
for  the  minifters  to  avoid.  Nor 
ought  we  to  regret  that  wTe  had 
entered  into  it ;  for  it  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  faved  us  from  the  dif- 
grace  and  ruin  which  had  fallen  on 
many  of  the  continental  ftates. 
On  the  expeditions  againft  the 
French  colonies  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  much  blame  had  been  thrown, 
but  in'  his  mind  without  any  juft 
eaufe,  he  being  conyinced  that  the 

want 
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want  of  fuccefs  bad  been  occa hoped 
folely  by  the  yellow  fe-ver,  and  not 
by  any  deficiency  of  wifciom  in  the 
plans  adopted,  or  of  vigour  in  their 
execution.  Taking  the  war  alto¬ 
gether,  it  was  the  moft  glorious  in 
which  we  had  ever  been  engaged. 
Neither  had  it  been  injurious  to 
our  pcofperity.  Our  trade  had 
grown  in  an  unufual  proportion  ; 
and  that  our  internal  traffic  and 
agriculture  had  done  the  fame  was 
proved  by  the  circumftance  of  the 
number  of  enclofure  and  canal  bills 
having  been  much  larger  during 
the  laft  four  years  than  during  the 
four  years  preceding.  In  conclu¬ 
sion,  he  maintained  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  replace  the  minifters 
by  others  more  honed  or  more 
capable,  and  that  to  remove  them 
would,  in  all  probability,  put  to 
imminent  hazard  the  tranquillity' 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  fentiments  of  Mr.  Browne 
4vere  fully  coincided  in  by'  alder- 
man  Curtis  and  Anderfon,  each  of 
whom  made  a  few  obfervations  on 
the  motion.  The  former  alfo  af- 
ferted  his  right  to  vote  according 
to  his  own  judgment,  and  the  latter 
denied  that,  even  fuppofmg  them 
to  be  binding,  the  inftrudions 
which  had  been  given  to  Mr. 
Combe  did,  in  reality,  fpeak  the 
language  of  a  majority  of  the 
livery  of  London. 

Mr.  Cnrwen,  on  the  contrary, 
contended  that  members  were 
bound  to  obey  the  inftrudions  of 
their  condiments.  If  they  re- 
fufed  to  do  fo,  the  Houfe  did  not 
fpeak  the  fentiments  ol  the  people. 
He  then  entered  on  the  queftion 
before  them,  and,  like  Mr.  Combe, 
palTed  a  fweeping  cenfure  on  all  the 
condud  of  the  minifters.  That 
the  profperous  iituation  of  the  coun. 
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try  previous  to  the  war  was  at  all 
attributable  to  their  talents  and 
plans  he  refufed  to  allow  ;  but  h# 
did  not  think,  it  neceflary  to  go 
back  to  that  period.  Their  ha¬ 
ving  embarked  in  the  war,  and. 
having  negleded  to  negotiate  at  < 
proper  feafons,  he  held  to  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  criminate  them  On  the 
treafon  and  fedirion  bills  he  like- 
wife  lay  ifhed  his  reprobation.  To 
their  charge  he  laid  the  diforgani- 
zation  of  the  navy,  and  the  in* 
creafe  of  difaffedion,  and  he  pro* 
phefied  that,  if  they  were  conti¬ 
nued,  difcontent  would  hill  in- 
creafe,  and  would  at  length  burft 
forth  with  fuch  irrefiftible  fury  as 
to  bear  down  ail  before  it.  A 
change  of  rninifters,  however,  was 
not  all  that  he  deft  red.  The 
change,  he  (aid,  mu  ft  be  total  ;  it 
mull  not  only  be  of  men,  but  of 
fyftcm.  He  did  not  leave  his 
hearers  quite  in  the  dark  as  to  th# 
nature  of  that  entire  change  which 
was  the  objed  of  his  vvifhes.  In 
the  nrft  place,  he  laid  it  down  as  a 
principle,  that  the  immenfe  influ¬ 
ence  of  government  muft  ceafe  % 
for  by  that  influence  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  created  about 
one  half  of  the  prefent  Houfe  of 
Peers.  He  did  not,  indeed,  d£- 
redly  fay  that  the  prerogative  of 
making  peers  ought  to  be  taken 
away  or  modified  ;  but  the  coo- 
c;ufion,  that  he  w ifhed  it  to  be  fo, 
could  not  fail  to  be  drawn  from  hi* 
argument.  In  the  next  place  he 
adverted  to  Ireland,  and  affirmed 
that  nothing  Ids  than  the  com¬ 
plete  emancipation  of  the  catholics, 
and  a  thorough  reform  in  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people,  could 
prevent  that  kingdom  from  being 
Separated  from  this  ;  and  he  added 
that  perhaps  it  would  be  more  for 


60]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


our  intereft  that  Ireland  fhould  be 
declared  perfeftly  independant  than 
that,  by  the  impolitic  and  oppref- 
live  meafures  of  the  government, 
the  Irifti  people  fhould  be  driven 
to  extremes,  which  might  prove 
far  more  injurious  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain*  Laftly,  he  declared  it  to 
be  his  conviction  that  a  fpeedy 
peace  was  rcquifite,  that  the  mi¬ 
nifters  could  not  obtain  it,  and 
that,  therefore,  they  ought  to  be 
difmifled. 

Of  thefe  arguments  feveral  were 
repeated,  with  a  fmall  variation  of 
words,  by  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Hobhoufe,  and  Mr.  Sturt,  each  of 
whom,  however,  contributed  fome- 
thing  of  his  own  in  reprobation  of 
the  minifters.  In  allufion  to  words 
ufed  in  the  inftruftions  from  the 
livery  of  London,  on  which  aider- 
man  Curtis  had  commented,  Mr. 
M.  A.  Taylor  maintained  that  the 
minifters  juftly  deferred  the  epi¬ 
thets  of  weak  and  wicked  ;  weak, 
not  becaufe  they  were  deftitute  of 
talent,  but  becaufe  their  meafures 
were  weak  and  inefficient,  and 
wicked,  not  with  reference  to  their 
private  charaHers,  but  becaufe  they 
had  eftabliftied  a  fyftem  of  corrup¬ 
tion.  Nothing  but  their  removal 
could  fecure  a  peace,  and  fave  the 
conftitution.  Mr.  Hobhoufe  con¬ 
tended  that  the  war  originated  on 
the  part  of  England,  not  on  that 
of  France  :  that  the  minifters  had 

t 

gained  no  objeCt  of  the  war  ;  and 
that  they  had  thrown  away  every 
favourable  opportunity  of  conclud¬ 
ing  a  peace.  Their  domeftic  po¬ 
licy  was  no  lefs  reprehenfible  than 
their  foreign.  They  had  extended 
the  excife  laws,  (hackled  the  prefs, 
tongue  tied  the  people,  diforganiz- 
ed  the  navy,  and  rifked  the  dif- 
membering  of  the  empire.  Mr, 


Sturt,  with  a  violence  not  un* 
ufual  in  him,  preffed  the  fame 
charges,  and,  in  addition,  attacked 
the  Quiberon  expedition,  and  the 
fatal  attempts  on  St.  Domingo, 
He  likewife  undertook  to  prove 
that  to  the  mifeonduft  of  the  mi¬ 
nifters  were  owing  the  difturbances 
in  the  fleet,  and  he  announced  his 
determination  to  bring  forward  a 
motion  on  the  fubjeH,  if  fome 
other  perfon  did  not  perform  that 
duty.  He  ended  with  the  decor¬ 
ous  aflertions  that  the  Idoufe  was 
a  laughing  ftock  to  Europe,  and 
its  proceedings  were  defpifed,  and 
that  if  the  prefent  minifters  were 
allowed  to  go  on  he  believed  they 
would  be  turned  out  of  their  places 
by  the  people  themfelves. 

By  thofe  who  fpoke  in  vindica¬ 
tion  of  the  minifters  it  was  urged 
that  for  the  change  which  was  re¬ 
commended  not  even  a  fhadow  of 
neceffity  had  been  fhewn  ;  and  that, 
for  many  reafons,  it  could  not  be 
made  without  deftruftive  confe- 
quences.  There  was  no  ground 
whatever  to  believe  that  the  mi¬ 
nifters  could  be  replaced  by  men 
of  more  talent  and  virtue  ;  but  it 
was  too  certain  that  thofe  who 
wifhed  to  fucceed  them  were  pledg¬ 
ed  to  meafures  which  would  inevit¬ 
ably  throw  the  country  into  con- 
fufion.  The  favourite  plan  of 
parliamentary  reform  was  a  mea¬ 
sure  of  this  kind.  That  the  pur- 
pofed  change  would  conciliate  the 
republicans  they  denied,  as  their 
animofity  and  exertions  were  not 
dire&ed  againft  individuals,  but 
againft  the  navy,  the  credit,  and 
the  conftitution  of  England.  The 
war,  they  contended,  was  forced 
upon  us,  and,  though  it  had  cer¬ 
tainly  fubje&ed  us  to  much  hard- 
fhip,  it  had  been,  on  the  whole, 
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fuccefsful  and  glorious.  We  had 
completely  deftroyed  the  com- 
merce,  and  had  crippled  the  navy  of 
France,  and  we  had  accomplifhed 
the  far  more  important  objeCt  of 
preventing  French  principles  from 
fubverting  good  order,  morality, 
and  religion,  throughout  the  whole 
of  Europe.  That  the  minifters 
were  fincerely  anxious  for  peace 
they  had  no  doubt ;  and  they 
thought  peace  more  likely  to  be 
attained  by  unanimity  and  vigour, 
than  by  inceffantly  harafling  and 
impeding  thofe  who  held  the  reins 
of  government.  Admitting  that 
at  this  moment  we  laboured  under 
fome  embarrafiinents,  they  infilled 
that  they  were  merely  temporary, 
had  been  exceedingly  exaggerated, 
and  had,  in  fad,  been  partly  occa- 
fioned  by  the  unguarded  harangues 
which  were  made  in  parliament. 
The  people  at  large  were  not  in¬ 
clined  to  defpond,  and  it  was  im¬ 
politic,  and  even  criminal,  to  ex¬ 
cite  their  anger  and  their  fears  by 
inflammatory  fpeeches.  That  the 
treafon  and  fedition  bills  were  con- 
trary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  confti- 
tution  Mr.  Lufhington  admitted; 
but  he  maintained  that  their  enact¬ 
ment  was  rendered  imperiously 
neceffary  by  the  circumltances  of 
the  time  :  it  was  wife  to  give  up 
one  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  in 
order  to  preferve  all  the  others 
entire  and  inviolate.  Mr,  Bootle 
confidered  them  as  having  faved 
our  conditutional  fyltem,  and  he 
farcaltically  obferved,  that  they 
had  fucceeded  in  confining  feditious 
language  within  the  walls  of  the 
Houfe.  Union  and  fpirit  were 
ftrongly  recommended  by  all  the 
Speakers  on  this  fide;  and  they 
held  it  to  be  quite  a  fufficient  ob* 
jedion^  even  were  there  no  other, 


to  fuch  motions  as  the  prefent,  that 
their  inevitable  tendency  was  to 
difpirit  and  to  difunite. 

The  queftion  being  loudly  Called 

for,  the  Houfe  divided,  and  Mr. 

Combe’s  motion  was  rejeded  by  a 

large  majority ;  there  being  two 

hundred  and  forty-two  voices  in 

•> 

the  negative,  againfl  fifty -nine  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  final  motion  of  this  kind* 
was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  on  the 
thirtieth  of  May.  He  prefaced  it 
by  a  lpeech  of  much  ability,  but 
full  of  gloomy  pictures  of  the  pafl, 
and  as  gloomy  anticipations  of  the 
future.  The  fubjed  which  he  had 
to  difcufs,  he  acknowledged  to  be 
one  which  could  not  be  expected 
to  gratify  his  hearers,  either  by  its 
novelty,  or  its  intrinfic  pieafant- 
nefs,  (( It  is/’  fa  id  he,  (C  a  beaten 
track,  my  lords,  which,  as  we 
travel  over  it,  affords  no  cheering 
profped  to  encourage  you  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  and  indeed  prefents  little  va¬ 
riety  to  the  view,  except  fome  new 
calamity,  and  fome  frefh  misfor¬ 
tune.”  The  whole  of  his  fpeech 
was  fiddly  in  unifon  with  this 
melancholy  exordium. 

The  points  to  which  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  Peers,  were 
five  in  number.  They  related  to 
the  war,  the  negotiation,  the  fi¬ 
nances,  the  internal  fituation  ®f  the 
country,  and  the  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

On  the  origin  of  the  war,  his 
opinions  being  fufficiervily  known, 
he  did  not  enter.  That  the  war 
was  the  great  fource  of  our  cala¬ 
mities,  he  held  to  be  an  indifputa- 
ble  fad.  As  to  its  real  purpofe, 
he  infinuated  that  the  minifiers  had 
never  fairly  Hated  it  to  parliament. 
Without  thefe  walls,  faid  his  grace, 

their 


fTeir  fuppGrters  avowed  that  the 
object  was  to  deilroy  the  French 
fei  ublic,  and  to  re-eftabkfh  the 
SKGrfarchical  government.  I  do 
Sot  fay  that  within  thefe  walls  this 
objeft  was  fo  explicitly  held  forth  ; 
but  the  arguments  and  the  reafon- 
$ngs  of  the  nuniiters  pointed  out 
that  infer  nee  to  their  adherents. 
If  that  was  the  principle  on  which 
the  war  was  begun,  why  was  it 
fiGi  continued  on  the  fame  ground  ? 
Had  the  caufe  been  abandoned, 
becaafe  it  was  no  longer  attain¬ 
able  ? 

It  had  been  affirmed,  that  this 
was  a  war  for  the  prefervation  of 
law,  religion,  morality;  a  war  in 
defence  of  all  that  was  dear  to  us, 
of  our  property,  our  conftitution, 
our  liberty.  Had  it  anfwered  its 
end  ?  What  was  the  (bite  of  pro¬ 
perty  ?  Had  that  been  amelio¬ 
rated  by  the  contcft  which  was 
commenced  for  itsfecurity  ?  What 
had  the  war  effected  for  the  fafety 
of  the  laws  ?  Inftead  of  its  plac¬ 
ing  them  in  a  better  fituauon,  had 
it  not  occafioned  their  befi  and 
beard!  privileges  to  be  fufpended  ? 
Had  not  laws  been  enabled  agaimt 
that  very  liberty,  which  we  went 
to  war  to  defend  ?  What  examples 
favourable  to  morality  had  the  war 
produced  ?  Were  hich  examples  to 
be  found  in  the  conduct  of  the  king, 
of  Pruffia,  in  that  of  the  mailer  of 
the  dungeons  of  Qimutz,  or  in  the 
proceedings  of  thofe  petty  tyrants 
who  buzzed  about  us  when  there 
was  any  hope  of  fuccefs,  and  de¬ 
fer  ted  us  when  our  came  became 
defperate  ?  But,  it  was  faid,  we 
combated  for  the  prefervation  of 
1'elig‘on.  Did  we,  then,  expebt  to 
defend  the  altar,  by  furrounding  it 
with  Teas  of  blood,  or  to  fecure  it 
from  violation,,  by  piling  about  it 


the  carcafes  of  the  dead?  Waf 
religion  to  be  defended  by  the 
daughter  of  millions?  Piere  be 
terminated  his  interrogatories  ;  de¬ 
claring,  at  the  fame  time,  that  if 
we  looked  to  the  pad,  we  had 
much  to  regret;  if  we  looked  to 
the  future,  we  had  much  to  dread. 

The  fecond  head  he  did  not  dxf- 
cufs  at  any  length,  but  his  cenfure 
was  not  the  lefs  fevere.  In  all  the 
attempts  to  negotiate,  and  in  ail 
the  eftfe&s  of  thofe  attempts,  he 
faw  nothing  but  prefumption,  mif- 
maryagement,  and  d.fgrace.  It  was, 
however,  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  la  ft  negotiation,  that  he  chiefly 
diredled  his  remarks ;  and  here  the 
foie  argument  which  he  ufed  was, 
that,  as  the  minifters  muft  have 
been  well  aware  of  the  danger 
which  impended  over  our  public 
credit,  they  ought  riot  to  have  in¬ 
filled  on  the  relinquifhrnent  of  the 
Netherlands  by  the  French  repub¬ 
lic. 

The  pi bf u re  which  he  drew  of 
our  financial  profpe&s,  was  of  the 
moll  melancholy  kind.  Even  were 
the  war  to  be  now  brought  to  a 
clofe,  wefhould,  he  declared,  have 
a  peace  eftabfifhment  of  nearly 
twenty-feven-  millions  ;  and  the 
people,  who  were  already  groaning 
under  their  burthens,  muft  be  load¬ 
ed  with  an  additional  yearly  taxa¬ 
tion  of  (even  millions  and  a  half. 
The  conduct  of  the  minifter,  in  his 
tranfaflions  with  the  bank,  he  mi¬ 
nutely  ferutinized;  and,  as  he  had 
once  before  done,  affirmed  it  to  be 
a  ttiTue  of  fraud,  treachery,  and  de¬ 
ceit.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  had,  on  the  failed  pre¬ 
tences,  deluded  the  bank  into  re¬ 
peated  advances  of  money,  had  vio¬ 
lated  every  promife,  had  difre- 
garded  every  remonftrance,  and 
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1  obftinately  perfifted  in  a  courfe 
i  which  had  expofed  public  credit  to 
i  ruin  ;  and  all  this  was  done  to  fup- 
:  ply  an  expenditure  which  parlia¬ 
ment  had  not  fandioned,  and  to 
flip  port  his  mifchievous  fchemes 
and  boundlefs  prodigality.  Had 
the  real  purpofe  of  the  war  been 
fairly  avowed,  or  its  expence  fairly 
Rated,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
peace  would  have  been  long  ago 
concluded. 

In  arguing  on  his  fourth  point, 
the  internal  Rate  of  the  country, 
he  contended  that  the  whole  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  adminiftration  had 
been  difgraceful  to  the  coriftitution, 
inconfiftent  with  the  principles  efta- 
blifhed  in  16S8,  and  no  lefs  incom¬ 
patible  with  good  government, 
than  with  the  real  interefts  of  the 
crown,  which  they  affeded  fo  much 
anxiety  to  maintain.  The  two 
ads  of  the  preceding  feffion  occu¬ 
pied  the  firft  place  in  his  catalogue 
of  crimes.  His  next  fubjed  of 
cenfure,  was  the  difmiflion  of  earl 
Fitzwilliam,  and  the  manner  in 
which  Ireland  had  been  mifgovern- 
ed.  What  has,  faid  he,  been  the 
eonfequence  of  that  fyftem,  which 
the  minifters  have  chofen  to  em¬ 
ploy  ?  Each  attempt  to  coerce, 
has  only  fpread  more  widely  the 
fpirit  of  difcontent.  This  blind 
perfeverance  in  a  coercive  plan,  has 
heightened  difcontent  into  difaffec- 
tion,  and  endangered  the  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  two  countries.  Laftly, 
he  reprobated  the  proceedings  of 
the  miniftry  with  refped  to  the 
mutiny  in  the  navy ;  contending 
that,  by  enlarging  their  concefi- 
fions  after  the  firft  offer,  they  had 
excited  an  idea  that  they  had 
granted  more  than  was  reafona- 
ble,  and  that,  therefore,  they  were 
highly  culpable. 


From  all  this  he  deduced,  as  an 
inevitable  conclufion,  the  neceflity 
of  ading  henceforth  on  an  entirely 
new  fyftem.  Among  the  mod  fa. 
lurary  of  the  changes  which  would 
be  requifite,  he  placed  a  change  in 
the  reprefen tation  of  the  people. 
He  likewife  recommended  retrench¬ 
ment  and  economy  in  every  depart¬ 
ment,  the  correction  of  all  abufes, 
and  the  fairly  looking  our  fituation 
in  the  face ;  without  which  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  people  would  in 
vain  be  expeCled. 

The  clofe  of  his  fpeech  he  de¬ 
voted  to  a  defence  of  his  own  con- 
dud,  and  a  lamentation  on  the 
fruitleffnefs  of  his  numerous  efforts. 
That  his  motion  would  be  carried 
he  did  not  Ratter  himfelf,  but  he 
in  treated  the  Peers  to  turn  it  in 
their  mind1-',  to  refled  fenoufly  on 
the  circumftances  of  the  country, 
and  to  devife  feme  means  to  avert 
the  impending  ruin.  Hopelefs, 
however,  of  himfelf  effecting  any 
thing  beneficial,  he  now  announced, 
as  Mr.  Fox  had  already  done  in 
the  other  houfe,  his  resolution  to 
withdraw  for  a  while  from  the  per¬ 
formance  of  his  parliamentary  du¬ 
ties.  Notwithftanding,  faid  he, 
all  the  arguments  which  I  have 
employed,  and  all  the  illuftrations 
which  experience  has  afforded,  I 
have  not  gained  a  fingle  inch  for 
the  country.  There  is,  therefore, 
nothing  left  for  me,  but  to  retire. 
In  thus  retiring,  I  truft  that  I  fnall 
not  be  accufed  of  inconfiftency,  if, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  week  or  a  month, 

I  ftiould  return.  Whenever  I  can 
indulge  the  hope  of  being  ufeful,  I 
fhall  return. 

The  addrefs  which  he  moved 
was  a  fort  of  abridgment  of  his 
fpeech.  It  deferibed  the  kingdom 
as  labouring  under  a  feries  of  cala. 
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unties  unparalleled  in  its  hiftory, 
and  as  expofed  to  calamities  (till 
greater;  it  attributed  them  all  to 
a  fyftem  of  government  hoftile  to 
the  conftitution  ;  and  it  implored 
his  majefty  to  difmifs  from  his 
councils  thofe  minifters  who  had 
inful  ted  the  enemy  by  their  dif- 
courfe,  and  encouraged  them  by 
their  incapacity ;  who  had  im¬ 
paired  public  credit  by  their  ex¬ 
travagance  and  want  of  good  faith ; 
and  who,  with  fyftematical  trea¬ 
chery,  had  foftered  the  difcontents 
of  Ireland,  till  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  the  two  kingdoms  was  on 
the  point  of  being  broken.  Their 
difmiffion,  it  faid,  would  be  a  proof 
that  his  majefty  was  inclined  to 
peace  ;  that  he  defired  to  reftore 
public  crecfit ;  that  he  difapproved 
of  the  wrongs  done  to  Ireland,  and 
wifhed,  if  it  were  yet  poffible,  to 
fecure  the  connection  with  that 
oppreffed  kingdom,  by  extending 
to  men  of  all  defcriptions  the  blefl- 
ings  of  the  conftitution  :  and  that 
he  intended  to  co-operate  in  re- 
ftoringthe  fpirit  of  the  British  con¬ 
ftitution,  and  to  adopt  fuch  a  fyf- 
tem  of  economy  and  retrenchment 
as  was  alone  conftftent  with  the 
profperity  of  his  exhaufted  people. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  and  the 
Earl  of  Guildford  ftrenuoufly  fup- 
ported  the  motion,  in  fpeeches  of 
fome  length,  the  ftyle  and  fenti- 
xnents  of  which  bore  a  clofe  refem- 
blance  to  thofe  of  the  noble  mover. 
In  the  gloom inefs  of  the  piXures 
which  they  drew,  they,  perhaps, 
even  went  beyond  him.  A  perfon, 
ignorant  of  the  real  fttuation  of 
affairs,  could  not  have  liftened  to 
them  without  fuppofmg  that  no¬ 
thing  fhort  of  a  miracle  could  fave 
the  country  from  immediate  ruin. 
Without  an  inftant  peace,  they  did 


not  think  that  there  was  the  flight- 
eft  chance  of  political  falvation^ 
and,  in  addition  to  this,  the  duke 
of  Grafton  loudly  called  for  a  par¬ 
liamentary  reform.  His  grace  alfo 
declared,  that  Ireland  was  on  the 
eve  of  undergoing  a  revolution ; 
and  that,  if  a  revolution  took  place 
there,  it  would  foon  be  followed 
by  a  fimilar  event  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

1  The  earl  of  Guildford,  though 
he  did  not  agree  with  his  grace  on 
the  queftion  of  reform,  to  which, 
however,  he  appeared  to  be  half  a 
convert,  was  of  the  fame  opinion 
on  all  the  remaining  points.  Re¬ 
volutionary  opinions  and  revolu¬ 
tionary  meafures,  were,  he  faid, 
gaining  upon  us  every  hour,  and 
fome  great  change  was  evidently 
near  at  hand.  The  critical  fitua- 
tion  of  the  filler  kingdom  was  the 
fubjeX  on  which  they  both  de- 
fcanted  with  the  moft  energy ; 
and  this,  like  all  the  reft;  of  the 
miferies  which  they  defcribed, 
they,  of  courfe,  attributed  to  mi- 
nifterial  wickednefs  and  imbeci¬ 
lity. 

The  duke  of  Athol  and  lord 
Romney  both  fpoke  briefly  in  vin¬ 
dication  of  the  minifters.  The 
former  afferted  the  neceffity  of  the 
war,  and  maintained  that,  if  it  had 
not  been  engaged  in,  parliament 
would  not  at  that  moment  have 
been  in  exiftence  ;  diffented  from 
the  noble  mover’s  financial  ftate- 
ments,  as  being  exaggerated  ;  and 
affirmed,  that  as,  in  former  wars, 
when  our  refources  were  inferior, 
and  our  exports  one  third  lefs,  the 
bank  had  made  larger  advances  to 
government  than  they  had  done  in 
this  war,  the  difficulties  of  the 
bank  did  not  originate  in  its  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
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Exchequer.  The  latter  peer  cen. 
fared  the  defponding  tone  of  the 
fpeakers  in  oppofition,  and  dwelt 
particularly-  on  the  impropriety 
and  danger  of  terming  Ireland  an 
<(  oppreffed  country  ;**  language 
which  he  confidered  as  at  once  an 
infult  on  the  independent  legifla- 
ture  of  Ireland,  and  an  aflumption 
of  a  fad,  of  which  their  lordfhips 
had  riot  an  iota  of  proof  before 
them.  Looking  to  our  continental 
relations,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
Auftria,  even  though  fhe  was  no 
longer  in  arms,  might  prove  her- 
felf  a  valuable  ally  to  Great 
.Britain.  This  having,  by  the 
marquis  of  Lanfdowne,  been  rriif- 
taken  for  the  expreftion  of  a  hope 
that  Auftria  might  be  induced  to 
renew  the  conteft,  lord  Romney 
explained  his  meaning  to  extend 
no  further  than  to  a  fuppofition 
that  Auftria  might  aftift  us  by  lav¬ 
ing  the  ground  for  a  general  peace. 
As  to  the  mutiny,  the  caufe  of 
which  had  been  lain  to  the  charge 
of  the  minifters*  he  firmly  believed 
that  it  had  its  origin  in  French 
gold  and  French  intrigue.  If  it 
were  once  put  an  end  to,  as  he 
trufted  it  ere  long  would  be,  we 
Ihould  have  nothing  t©  fear,  and 
might  fuccefsfully  face  the  com¬ 
bined  navies  of  France  and  Holland 
and  Spain. 

Flaying  firft  entered  a  ftrong 
proteft  agamft  all  fchemes  of  par¬ 
liamentary  reform,  as  being  likely 
to  produce  only  the  moll  perni¬ 
cious  effe&s,  lord  Auckland  con¬ 
fined  himfelf  to  a  refutation  of  the 
duke  of  Bedford’s  arguments  re- 
fpediing  the  deficiency  which  was 
to  be  expelled  in  the  revenue,  and 
the  heavy  burthens  which  mu  ft  be 
£>arne,  after  the  conclufion  of  a 
4>eace.  Fie  fhe  wed  that  there  was 
Vql.  XXXIX, 
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no  reafon  whatever  to  believe  that 
a  deficiency  would  occur,  and  that, 
fuppofing  the  war  to  terminate 
with  the  year,  an  additional  an¬ 
nual  fum  of  lefs  than  a  million  was 
all  that  would  be  required  to 
equalize  the  national  income  and 
expenditure.  Of  thofe  who  re™ 
prefented  ©ur  fituation  in  fuch  dark 
colours  he  fpoke  with  fomewhat  of 
afperity.  To  what  poffible  ufe, 
he  alked,  were  fuch  ftatements 
brought  forward  in  the  prefent 
corij un&ure  ?  At  a  moment  when 
accumulated  calamities  naturally- 
agitated  the  public  mind*  it  was 
an  eafy  talk  to  make  declamatory 
inveftives  againft  the  folly  and 
incapacity  of  minifters,  and  to  im¬ 
pute  blame  where  blame  was  not 
juftly  imputable.  It  would  be  a 
talk  ftill  more  eafy,  but  fuited 
only  to  weak  or  malignant  minds* 
to  depreciate  the  national  refources  ; 
to  weaken  the  national  energy* 
(our  beft  refource  and  pofteftion  ;) 
and  to  hold  us  out  to  ourfelves 
and  to  our  enemy,  as  neceflarily 
finking  under  the  difficulties  to 
which  we  were  expo  fed.  He  was 
concerned  to  add,  that  fuch  repre- 
fentations  had  tended  to  fhake  the 
public  confidence,  the  public  cou¬ 
rage,  and  the  public  credit.  They 
had  done  ftill  more  j  co-operating, 
as  they  had  done,  with  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  opinions*  which  a  noble 
earl  had  defcribed  as  gaining 
ground  from  hour  to  hour,  they' 
had  given  pretexts  and  power  to 
that  principle  of  infubordination, 
to  that  fpirit  of  anarchy,  to  that 
peril,  to  that  calamity,  whith  all 
parties  concurred  in  deploring, 
and  which  he  confidered  as  the 
real  and  effential  evil  in  our  actual 
fituation.  And  thus  it  was,  that 
a  brave  and  enlightened  nation* 
[£]  ~  enjoying 
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enjoying  an  unexampled  profpe- 
rity,  and  the  power  and  the  means 
to  maintain  that  profperity,  was 
abandoning  itfelf  to  deft  ruft  ion. 
It  was,  indeed,  he  (aid,  a  ft  range 
and  lhameful  paradox  which  we 
now  exhibited  to  the  world  and 
to  pofterity.  We  fpoke  of  a  war 
of  the  moft  glorious  and  fuccefsful 
kind,  as  if  it  was  a  feries  of  difafter 
and  difgracc  ;  when  two  loans  of 
eighteen  millions  each  had  been 
eaftly  raifed  within  a  few  months, 
when  our  revenue  was  undiminifh- 
ed,  and  our  commerce  was  fwelled 
to  an  extent  never  paralleled  in 
peace,  we  lamented  over  our  re- 
four  ces,  as  if  the  country  was  fink¬ 
ing  into  the  ioweft  poverty  ;  and 
while  we  were  mafters  of  the  ocean, 
while  we  heid  our  enemies  block¬ 
aded  in  their  ports,  and  our  inter¬ 
nal  means  of  defence  were  greater 
than  they  were  ever  known  to  be, 
we  talked  of  the  perils  to  which 
we  were  expofed  from  invafion. 
That  the  mutiny  was  a  juft  fubjeft 
of  alarm  he  confeffed,  but  he  con¬ 
fidently  hoped  that  the  failors 
would  (horrly  return  to  their  duty  ; 
and,  criminal  as  their  conduft  un¬ 
doubtedly  was,  he  could  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  had  incurred  the 
guilt  of  having  been  feduced  from 
their  allegiance  by  the  gold  of 
ranee.  That  we  flood  alone  in 
the  conteft  was  certain,  yet,  if  we 
were  true  to  ourfelvcs,  even  infu- 
lated  as  we  now  were,  we  fhould 
attain  an  honourable  peace;  while, 
on  the  contrary,  if  we  allowed  an 
unmanly  impatience  to  hurry  us 
into  an  inglorious  termination  of 
the  war,  the  century  would,  in 
thefe  kingdoms,  clofe  upon  feenes 
of  defolation  infinitely  more  ter¬ 
rible  than  any  which  had  hitherto 
appeared  in  the  calamitous  annals 
of  the  French  revolution. 


None  of  the  peers  in  office 
nifefti  ng  an  intention  to  (peak, 
and  feveral  lords  being  defirous 
that  the  queftion  fhould  be  put, 
the  debate  would  probably  have 
ended  here  had  not  the  carl  of 
Suffolk  prolonged  it  by  an  aft 
which  was  at  leaft  indifereet.  He 
rofe,  he  faid,  to  afie  his  Majefty’s 
fer  vants  whether  any  new  fyftera 
was  meant  to.  be  adopted  with  re- 
fpeft  to  Ireland,  or  whether  the 
fyftem  of  coercion  that  had  fatally 
been  purfued  was  obftinately  to  be 
perfevered  in  ?  His  queftion  re¬ 
maining  unanfwered,  he  proceeded 
to  read  a  letter  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  brigadier  general 
Cooke,  who>  was  then  ferving  in 
the  filler  kingdom.  That  part  of 
it  which  he  was  allowed  to  com¬ 
municate  contained  a  melancholy 
account  of  the  fituation  of  Ireland. 
It  afferted  that  the  country  was 
not  in  a  better  ftate  of  defence 
than  at  Chriftmas,  fpecified  the 
number  of  troops  under  his  com¬ 
mand  in  the  North,  and  predicted 
that  if  a  rebellion  broke  out  all 
would  be  loft.  One  palfage  the 
earl  did  not  think  proper  to  dif- 
clofe,  becaufe  he  could  himfelf  fee 
the  impropriety  of  making  it  pub¬ 
lic.  Several  peers  now  gave  it  as 
their  opinion  that  far  too  much 
had  already  been  difclofed  ;  and 
the  earl  of  Weftmoreland  exprefled 
his  determination  to  move  that  the 
Houfe  fhould  be  cleared,  if  the 
noble  lord  was  refolved  to  perfift. 
The  reading  of  the  letter  was  at 
length  difeontinued. 

Enough  had,  however,  been 
read  to  call  from  the  marquis  of 
Lanfdowne  one  of  thofe  erratic 
fpeeches  in  which  he  fo  often  in* 
dulged.  It  excited  his  aftoriiftu 
rnent  that  the  minifters  not  only 
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refufed  to  give  information  them- 
/elves,  but  alfo  put  a  negative  on 
it  when  offered  from  another 
quarter.  Ireland  was,  he  affirmed 
an  oppreffed  nation,  and  was  at 
that  moment  in  the  molt  perilous 
ftale.  In  proof  of  this  he  referred 
to  fome  refolutions,  recently  palled, 
by  the  members  of  the  bar,  in 
Dublin.  He  earneflly  deprecated 
the  meafures  of  fe verity  which  he 
fuppofed  to  be  in  contemplation, 
and  the  confequences  of  which 
would  undoubtedly  be  fatal. 
Among  the  mod  prominent  of  the 
topics  which  he  introduced  were 
the  defertion  of  our  alliance  by 
Airftria,  the  fubfidy  paid  in  1794 
to  Pruffia,  and  the  mutiny  of  the 
failors,  on  which  laft  fubjecl  he 
warmly  expatiated,  cenfuring  the 
condudf  of  the  minifters,  and  re¬ 
presenting  the  feamen  as  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  juftified  by  the  dila- 
torinefs  of  government  in  giving 
them  fatisfahtion.  Peace,  however, 
was  the  chief  burthen  of  his  fong. 
He  had,  he  faid,  the  fin  upon  his 
head  of  believing  that  the  French 
rulers  were  always  inclined  to 
pacification.  It  was  his  opinion 
that  we  ought  to  tell  the  French 
that  peace  was  important  to  us. 
To  know  whether  they  were  dif- 
pofed  to  end  the  contefl  on  mode¬ 
rate  terms  was  of  confequence  ;  in 
order  that,  if  they  were  not,  we 
might  arm  with  determined  vigour, 
and  oppofe  them  with  enthufiafm. 
He  came  down  to  the  Houfe  with 
the  hope  that  the  minifters  meant 
to  announce  that  they  had  begun 
to  negotiate  ;  and,  as  the  original 
eaufes  of  the  war  no  longer  exifted, 
as  the  Scheldt,  and  the  Low 
Countries,  and  Savoy,  could  no 
longer  afford  «  ground  of  difpute, 
he  was  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  divine 


why  a  negotiation  was  not  y« 
commenced. 

I  he  duke  of  Grafton  having 
declared  that  his  gloom  was  occa® 
honed  by  the  minifters  remaining’ 
in  power,  and  that  it  would  ceafe 
on  their  retiring,  lord  Grenville 
rofe  and  made  a  vehement  fpeech. 
In  that  confeffion,  he  faid,  the  real 
objefi  of  the  motion  had  come  out® 
It  was  a  perfonal  attack  on  the 
king's  advifers,  by  a  fet  of  men 
who  fancied  that  they  were  better 
qualified  to  fill  their  ftations,  and 
who  wiihed  to  introduce  their 
new-fangled  fyftem  on  the  ruin 
of  the  Britifh  conftituuon.  It 
was  this  alone  that  now,  contrary 
to  his  original  purpofe,  induced 
him  to  rife.  Boldly  claiming  for* 
himfelf  and  his  colleagues  the 
merit  of  having  fucceeded  in  avert¬ 
ing  that  anarchy  to  the  eftablifti- 
ment  of  winch  the  language  o£ 
thofe  who  oppofed  them  ifrongly 
tended,  he  candidly  owned  that 
the  fuccefs  of  the  prefect  motion 
would  give  him  the  moil  ferious 
and  heartfelt  concern.  That  con¬ 
cern,  however,  would  not  a  rife 
from  any  perfonal  or  interefted 
motives  :  it  would  fpring  from  a 
higher  fource.  He  fbotild  indeed 
deem  it  the  heavieft  misfortune 
which  he  could  poflibly  experience, 
to  be  deprived  of  the  power  of 
rendering  every  fervice  within  th* 
fcope  of  his  abilities  both  to  his 
country  and  to  his  rood  gracious 
mailer,  who,  in  a  moment  of  great 
and  unexampled  difficulty,  was 
amply  entitled  to  his  bell  exer~ 
|ions.  Adverting  to  the  fpeech 
of  the  marquis  of  Laufdowne,  he 
reprobated  the  manner  in  which 
that  peer  had  fpoken  refpe&ing 
Ireland,  and  he  added,  with  fome 
acrimony,  that,  while  the  noble 
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marquis  profe  fifed  to  talk  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  and  feemed  defirous  to 
have  it  Confidered  as  his  favourite 
theme,  he  in  reality  fought  out 
every  principle  of  latent  evil,  and 
fihewed  his  rooted  defire  to  fruftrate 
the  great  end  of  conciliation. 
With  equal  firength  of  expref- 
fion,  lord  Grenville  declared  his 
hoftility  to  all  fchemes  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform.  No  two  perfons, 
he  fa  id,  agreed  as  to  the  plan  ; 
nor  could  any  plan  of  the  kind  be 
carried  into  effedl,  without  opening 
the  door  to  a  revolution,  and  all 
its  concomitant  horrors.  He 
would  to  the  ufmoft,  therefore, 
refill:  fuch  deftrudft  ive  attempts; 
and  he  intreated  their  lordfhips, 
as  they  valued  the  happinefs  of 
the  country,  to  difcountenance  the 
vifionary  and  hazardous  projects 
which  were  daily  recommended. 
If  once  the  flood  gate  was  unclofed 
to  innovation,  the  torrent  of 
anarchy  would  fpread  fo  impetu- 
oufly  and  fo  widely,  that  they 
would  in  vain  drive  by  their  feeble 
efforts  to  prevent  the  Conftitution 
from  being  overwhelmed  in  general 
ruin. 

The  debate  was  continued  for  a 
while  longer,  but  little  was  urged 
on  either  part  that  could  claim 
the  merit  of  novelty.  On  fuch  a 
beaten  track  not  much  that  was  new 
could  in  fadl  be  expected.  Earl 
Spencer,  the  duke  of  Leeds,  lord 
Darnlev,  and  the  lord  Chancellor, 
were  the  fpeakers  on  the  minifterial 
fide.  The  duke  of  Leeds  and 
Lord  Darnley  were  indeed  but  luke¬ 
warm  auxiliaries  ;  as,  though  they 
declared  againft  the  motion,  they 
owned  that  the  minifters  had  been 
exceedingly  unfortunate.  Lord 
Darnley  even  thought  that  they 
retained  the  public  confidence  only 


in  confequerice  of  the  fuperior  de-* 
merif  of  their  opponents. 

Earl  Moira  {poke  briefly,  yet 
forcibly,  on  the  fide  of  oppofition. 
His  cenfure  was  particularly  di¬ 
rected  againft  the  manner  in  which 
the  Irifn  catholics  had  been  treat¬ 
ed,  and  againft  the  flagrant  blunder 
which  had  been  committed  in 
fending  a  formidable  army,  under 
fir  Charles  Grey,  to  the  Weft: 
Indies,  inftead  of  fending  it  to  aid 
the  royalifts  of  France.  Had  the 
royalifts  been  fuccoured  by  fuch 
an  armament  the  fate  of  the  war 
might,  he  faid,  have  been  very 
different,  and  we  might  long  ft  nee 
have  been  in  pofifeffion  of  the  blefl- 
ings  of  peace. 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  earl 
Spencer,  that,  had  this  plan  been 
adopted,  no  fupport  or  protection 
could  have  been  afforded  to  the 
Weft  Indies.  It  muft,  however, 
be  manifeft,  that  the  enormous 
force  which  was  thrown  away  in 
the  Weft  Indies  had  for  its  objedl 
not  merely  proteftion  but  conqueft, 
and  conqueft,  too,  on  an  extenfive 
fcale  ;  and  that,  had  we  contented 
ourfelves  with  preferring  our  own 
colonies,  we  might  have  amply 
accompliihed  that  end,  and  like- 
wife  have  landed  on  the  eoaft  of 
France,  an  army  fully  adequate  to 
the  purpofe  of  enabling  the  Bretons 
and  Poiievins  to  overcome  the  re¬ 
publicans,  or  at  leaft  to  maintain 
full  and  firm  poffefflon  of  the  Weft- 
ern  provinces*  In  1795,  three 
Britifh  regiments  would  probably 
have  been  fufficient  t©  fecure  Brit¬ 
tany,  and  would  certainly  have 
prevented  the  difafter  at  Quiberon. 

After  a  reply  from  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  in  which  he  complained 
that  his  arguments  had  been  mis- 
ftated  by  lord  Auckland,  the 
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queftion  was  put,  and  the  motion 
was  rqjeded  by  ninety  one  non- 
contents  againft  fourteen  contents. 
In  confequence of  this  rejection,  his 
grace  entered  on  the  journals  along 
and  bitter  pro t eft,  in  which  he  was 
joined  by  lord  Chedworth. 

Incefl'antly  clamorous  as  the 
leaders  of  oppofition  were  for  peace, 
the  minifters  were,  in  reality,  not 
lefs  anxious  than  they  were,  for 
the  fpeedy  attainment  of  that  ob- 
jed.  With  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Windham,  who  ftill  deprecated  the 
meafure,  there  was  not,  perhaps, 
pne  of  the  cabinet,  who  was  not 
willing  to  make  confiderable  faerie 
fices  to  put  an  end  to  the  conteft. 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  particular,  whofe 
talents  were  certainly  more  fitted 
to  fhine  in  a  peaceable  than  in  a 
warlike  period,  was,  as  we  have 
Hated  in  our  laft  volume,  extremely 
defirous  to  get  rid  of  his  prefent 
difficulties,  and  to  refume  thofe 
financial  and  commercial  fchemes 

;  a  •  l. 

on  which  he  built  his  hopes  of 
popularity,  and  which  the  hoftility 
of  the  republicans  had  cruelly  and 
unexpectedly  interrupted.  Though, 
in  confequence  of  the  difguft 
which  the  political  fentiments  and 
conduct  of  his  ppponents  had 
widely  excited,  he  had  little  or 
nothing  to  fear  for  his  power  from 
a  prolongation  of  the  war  ;  yet  it 
was  not  probable  that  he  could 
gain  any  thing  by  that  pro¬ 
longation  ;  while,  from  the  daily 
increaling  burthens  of  the  people, 
he  was  fure  t©  meet  with  perpetual 
and  inveterate  oppofition,  and  to 
incur  no  trifling  (hare  of  odium,  as 
the  chief  author  of  the  national 
calamities.  Indeed,  looking  at 
the  war  merely  as  a  war  in  which 
the  chance  of  making  conquefts 
\yas  to  be  weighed  againft  the 
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expence  of  making  them,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  validity  of  the 
reafoning  by  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  fucceeded  in 
perfuading  himfeif  that  we  ought 
to  difeontirme  our  efforts.  An 
additional  fugar  or  fpiee  ifland 
would  have  formed  but  a  mifera- 
ble  compenfation1  for  the  facrifice 
of  numerous  lives  and  millions  of 
treafure.  But  the  fallacy  lay  in 
confidering  this  as  a  common  war. 
The  queftion^  in  fad,  was  not 
whether,  as  in  former  times,  we 
could  at  pleafure  defift  from  the 
H niggle,  and  enter  into  a  Hate  of 
amity  with  our  late  enemies  ;  but 
whether  bn  the  firft  place,  it  was 
fafe  to  conclude  a  peace,  and,  if  it 
were  fo,  whether  our  enemy  was 
as  willing  as  ourfelves  to  conclude 
one.  Whatever  doubt  might  exift 
as  to  the  firft  of  thefe  points,  the 
fecond,  as  we  (hall  now  fee,  was 
very  foon  decided,  and  fo  eftedu- 
ally  as  to  leave  no  room  for  the 
exercife  of fcepticjfm. 

At  the  very  moment  when,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  narrated 
debate,  the  peers  in  oppofition 
were  declaiming  on  the  unpacific 
fpirit  of  the  minifiry,  the  minifters 
were  preparing  to  make  overtures 
to  the  republican  government.  By 
Mr,  Pitt  it  was  conceived  that 
fame  circumftances  now  exifted, 
which  gave  promife  that  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  negotiate  would  have  a 
favourable  refult.  One  great  ob- 
ftacle  was  doubt  lefs  removed,  by 
the  feparate  treaty  into  which  the 
ernperor  had  found  it  neceffary  to 
enter.  Great  Britain  had  not,  as 
before,  to  fupport  her  charader 
as  a  faithful  ally,  by  providing 
compenfation^  for  his  loft  terri¬ 
tories  ;  the  Netherlands  being  irre¬ 
vocably  ceded,  there  was  no  longer, 
[Sj.1  ’  it 
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it  was  thought,  an  opportunity  of 
pleading  the  new-fangled  laws  of 
France  in  bar  to  our  propofals ;  and, 
though  it  was  certain  that  we 
mufi  make  large  facrifices  from  our 
conquefts,  there  appeared  a  hope 
that  we  might  be  buffered  to  retain 
fufficlent  of  them  to  render  the 
terms  of  peace  not  apparently 
difhonourable  to  us.  Befides,  both 
in  the  councils,  and  by  a  great 
majority  of  the  French  nation,  a 
wifh  had  been  manifefied  to  put 
an  end  to  a  conteft  which,  how¬ 
ever  fuccessful  in  one  of  itsbranches, 
was  not  the  lcfs  exhaufting  ;  and 
From  which  there  was  no  reafon  to 
expert  any  further  acceffion  of 
territory  or  glory.  It  is  true, 
alfo,  that  there  wras  no  ground 
whatever  for  believing  that  the 
Diredory,  or  at  leaf!  the  major 
part  of  it,  participated  in  thefe 
pacific  feelings ;  but  Mr.  Pitt  flat¬ 
tered  himfelf  that,  much  as  the 
French  rulers,  might  hate  peace, 
they  would  not  dare  to  indulge 
their  own  malignant  paffions,  in 
dired  oppofition  to  the  loudly 
declared  wifhes,  and  obvious  in- 
terefts,  of  the  people  of  France. 

On  this  occafion  lord  Malmef- 
bury  wras  again  chofen  as  the 
reprefentative  of  his  Majefiy  ;  nor 
would  it  have  been  eafy  to  And  a 
perfon  more  capable  of  maintaining 
the  honour  of  his  country.  In  the 
letter  *  of  lord  Grenville,  by  which 
he  demanded  paffports  for  the 
„  j  ^  Britifh  plenipotentiary, 
J  JunC?  he  made  known  to  the 
Directory  the  pacific  difpofitions 
of  the  cabinet,  and  expreffed  a 
hope  that,  as  many  obflacles  were 
now  removed,  fuch  preliminaries 
might  be  agreed  on  as  would  lead 


to  definitive  arrangements  at  the 
future  congrefs. 

By  the  preliminaries  figned  at 
Leoben,  between  the  emperor  and 
the  French  republic,  it  was  ftipu^ 
lated  that  each  of  the  contracting 
parties  fhould  invite  its  allies  to 
join  in  a  general  congrefs,  for  the 
conclufion  of  peace.  It  was  to  this 
article  that  lord  Grenville  alluded, 
when  he  fpoke  of  the  definitive 
arrangements.  Regardlefs,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  ftipulations  into  which 
they  had  entered,  and  already  mani- 
fefting  their  fpirit  of  chicane  and 
bad  faith,  the  Directory,  in  their 
anfwer,  while  they  affeCted  an  ea¬ 
ger  nefs  to  receive  our  overtures, 
objected  to  a  congrefs,  and  defired 
that  the  negotiations  might  at  once 
be  fet  on  foot  for  a  treaty  which 
fhould  be  final.  They  cloaked  their 
oppofition  to  a  congrefs  under  the 
pretext  that  the  refult  of  fuch  a 
meafure  mufi:  be  remote,  and  did 
not  correfpond  with  their  ardent 
defire  to  reeftablifh  peace  between 
the  two  powers  as  fpeedily  as 
pofiible. 

In  his  reply  lord  Grenville  de¬ 
fired  to  know  the  place  at  which 
the  Di redory  wifhed  the  negotia¬ 
tion  to  be  carried  on ;  and  he 
remarked  that  the  queftion  of 
figning  preliminary  or  definitive 
articles  would  neceffarily  depend 
on  the  progrefs  and  turn  of  the 
negotiations.  Without  noticing 
this  remark,  the  Diredory  tranf- 
mitted  a  pa  ffport  of  an  unufualand 
offenfi  ve  form  ;  which,  independ¬ 
ently  of  other  objedionable  paf- 
fages,  tied  down  the  Britifh  envoy 
to  the  “  figning  a  definitive  and 
feparate  treaty  of  peace.’ ’  Lifle 
was  the  town  afligned  For  tl\e 
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r^fidence  of  the  plenipotentiaries  ; 
the  majority  of  the  Dirediory 
being  well  aware  that  to  allow  the 
negotiations  to  be  conducted,  as 
before,  at  Paris,  would,  perhaps, 
be  to  fruftrate  the  plans  over 
which  they  were  at  this  moment 
brooding. 

To  the  choice  of  Lifle  no  ob¬ 
jection  was  made  by  the  Britifh 
Cabinet.  But  other  circumftances 
of  the  note  which  accompanied  the 
paflport  required  fome  comment. 
Conceding  in  reality  the  point 
with  refpeCt  to  a  definitive  treaty, 
lord  Grenville  declared  that  his 
Majefiy  could  not  confent  to 
abandon  the  interefts  of  his  ally, 
the  Queen  of  Portugal ;  but  that, 
on  his  part,  he  was  willing  to 
«nter  into  fuch  explanations  as 
might  be  neceffary  with  regard  to 
the  interefts  of  Spain  and  Holland. 
The  form  of  the  paffport  was 
animadverted  on,  as  being  unufual, 
and  likely  to  create  inconvenience  ; 
and  the  Directory  were  requefted  to 
tranfmit  another,  drawn  up  in  the 
ufual  manner.  A  free  paffage  by 
the  way  of  Calais,  was  alfo  requi¬ 
red  for  the  couriers  which  might  be 
difpatched  to  England.  In  con- 
clufion,  lord  Malmefbury  was  an¬ 
nounced  as  his  Maiefty's  reprefen- 
tative. 

The  reply  of  the  Diredlory  was 
laconic;  but  fuffieiently  indicative 
of  a  cavilling  and  irritating  fpirit. 
'The  French  rulers  afFefted  to  con- 
fider,  as  a  chief  caufe  of  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  laft  negotiation,  the 
number  of  couriers  which  had 
been  difpatched ;  and  they  info- 
lently  declared  that  they  confented 
to  open  a  negotiation  with  lord 
Malmefbury,  though  they  were  of 
opinion  that  another  choice  would 
have  augured  more  favourably  for 


the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  peace. 
Any  alteration  in  the  paffport  wag 
ftated  to  be  unneceffary  ;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  England  fhould 
ftipulate  for  Portugal,  as  would 
Fiance,  on  her  fide,  for  Holland 
and  Spain. 

The  republican  negotiators  were 
M.  Letourneur,  lately  one  of  the 
Di redory,  M.  Pleville  le  Felley, 
and  M.  Maret,  to  whom  M.  Col- 
chen  was  joined,  as  fecretary  of  le¬ 
gation,  with  power  to  aflift  at  the 
conferences.  The  latter  perfon,  a 
man  of  eminent  talents,  and  pre- 
poffeffing  manners,  M.  Barthelemy, 
one  of  the  Directors,  had  origin¬ 
ally  propofed  as  prefident  of  the 
commiffion  ;  but  he  is  faid  to  have 
been  overruled  by  his  colleague 
Rewbell,  who  fucceeded  in  giving 
that  rank  to  M.  Letourneur.  The 
feledion  of  thefe  plenipotentiaries 
was  not  ill  contrived  to  miftead 
the  French  people  into  a  belief  that 
th  eir  government  was  fincere  in 
wifhing  for  peace ;  they  being 
generally  confidered  as  men  of  good 
intentions,  and  free  from  that  of. 
fqnfive  afperity  which  fome  of  their 
party  thought  it  dignified  to  mani- 
feft,  and  which  could  only  tend  to 
retard  a  treaty,  by  exciting  difguft 
and  irritation. 

The  plenipotentiaries  had  their 
firft  interview  on  the  fixth  of  July, 
and  exchanged  their  credentials. 
In  the  powers  which  the  Directors 
gave  to  their  agents  they  took 
efpecial  care  to  fecure  to  themfelves 
the  means  of  throwing  in  the  way 
of  a  treaty  as  many  obftacles  as 
might  be  neceffary  to  anfwer  their 
purpofe.  This  was  done  by  com¬ 
pelling  their  agents  to  paiife  at 
every  ftep,  and  to  wait  for  further 
inftruftions ;  and  it  was  done  by 
thofe  who  had  fo  recently  afferted 
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that  the  fending  too  many  couriers 
was  the  principal  caufe  by  which 
the  laft  attempt  to  treat  was  ren¬ 
dered  abortive.  It  is  manifeft  that 
this  condudl  could  only  have  been 
adopted  with  finiller  views.  It 
was  not  poffible  for  the  Britifh 
cabinet  to  forefee  all  the  cavils  and 
demands  of  the  republicans  ;  and, 
therefore,  lord  Malmelbury  could 
not  avoid  difpatching  couriers ;  but 
the  members  of  the  French  govern^ 
ment,  who  muft  have  made  up 
their  minds  as  to  what  terms  they 
would  accept,  might,  if  they  had 
pleafed,  have  enabled  their  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  negotiate  without  the 
lofs  of  a  moment* 

That  no  pretext  might  exift  for 
calling  the  blame  of  delay  on  the 
Britilh  cabinet,  lord  Malmelbury, 
on  the  third  day  after  his  arrival 
at  Life,  gave  in  the  project  of 
a  treaty.  It  was  lludioufly  drawn 
up  in  the  mod  conciliatory  lan¬ 
guage.  As  it  was  not  yet  known 
whether  France  would  herfelf  con- 
fent  to  make  ceffions,  or  whether 
fhe  would  impofe  on  her  allies  the 
burthen  of  giving  this  country  a 
compenfation  for  what  was  to  be 
rellored  to  France,  blanks  were 
left  in  thofe  articles  of  the  treaty 
which  related  to  the  conquers  to 
be  retained  by  England.  The 
French  plenipotentiaries  having 
declared  that,  as  the  republic 
would  not  relinquilh  any  of  her 
Territories,  the  compenfations  muft 
be  taken  from  the  polfeffions  of  her 
allies,  lord  Malmelbury  propofed 
to  fill  up  the  blanks  with  the  words, 
the  illand  of  Trinidad,  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  the  Dutch  fettie- 
mcnts  in  Ceylon,  and  the  town 
and  fort  of  Cochin,  which  latter 
place,  however,  was  only  to  be 
ceded  in  exchange  for  the  town  of 


Negapatnam  and  its  dependencies^ 
Befides  this,  nothing  more  was 
afked  than  that  Portugal  fhould 
return  to  a  ftate  of  peace  without 
any  demand  being  made  on  it ;  and 
that  the  property  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  fhould  be  reftored,  and  aq 
equivalent  be  given  to  him  for  the 
lofs  of  his  office  and  dignities. 

Eafy  as  it  would  feem  to  have 
been  for  the  French  negotiators  to 
give  an  anfwer  to  thefe  propoli- 
tions,  they  were,  neverthelefs, 
under  the  neceffity  of  referring 
them  to  the  Diredlory.  But, 
though  they  had  not  powers  to 
forward  a  treaty,  they  were,  as  we 
have  already  obferved,  abundantly 
furnilhed  with  fuch  as  were  likely 
to  fruftrate  one.  They  now  Ha¬ 
ted  that  there  were  certain  infu- 
lated  points  which  it  would  be. 
proper  to  difcufs,  while  the  main 
bufmefs  was  at  a  Hand.  Their 
lirft  objection  was  to  his  majefty’s 
retaining  the  title  of  king  of 
France.  The  difcontinuing  the 
ufe  of  this  title  was  confidered  as 
a  conceffion  which  could  not  be 
difpenfed  with ;  it  being  in  a 
manner  elfential  to  the  full  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  French  republic.  It 
was  in  vain  that  lord  Malmelbury 
reminded  them  that  fuch  titles 
were  never  imagined  to  convey 
any  right,  but  were  merely  memo¬ 
rials  and  records  of  former  great- 
nefs ;  and  that,  in  all  former  ca¬ 
fes,  during  three  centuries,  a  fepa- 
rate  article  in  the  treaty,  thus 
explaining  the  title,  had  been 
held  to  be  fufficient.  In  their  offi¬ 
cial  note  they  declared  that  u  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  and  the  acknowledgment  of 
that  form  of  government  by  the 
king  of  England,  would  not  allow 
of  his  retaining  a  title  which  would 
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imply  the  exigence  in  France  of 
an  order  of  things  which  was  at  an 
end.”  An  argument  fo  wretch¬ 
ed  as  this,  the  negotiators  them- 
felves,  who  were  compelled  to  em¬ 
ploy  it,  could  have  hardly  believed 
to  be  worthy  of  a  ferious  reply. 

The  fecond  point  on  which 
they  infilled,  was  one  of  material 
importance.  They  required  the 
reftitution  of  the  (hips  captured 
anddeftroyed  atToulon,  or  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  them.  This  claim  they 
grounded  on  the  circumftance  of 
lord  Hood  having  received  them 
in  trull  for  the  king  of  France. 
It  was  faid  that  the  rights  at¬ 
tributed  to  Lewis  the  feventeenth 
were  now  undeniably  veiled  in  the 
republic  ;  and,  therefore,  the  claim 
pould  not  be  rejedled.  Lord 
Malmelbury  allured  the  French  ne¬ 
gotiators  that  fuch  a  demand  was 
wholly  inadmiffible ;  and  that  to 
perfill  in  it  was  the  mod  likely 
means  that  could  be  devifed  to 
defeat  the  great  end  of  their  million. 
Conlidering  the  vaft  advantages 
which  France  had  already  obtained 
by  the  war,  and  would  gain  by  the 
treaty,  he  was  furprifed  that  it 
had  been  brought  forward,  and  he 
earnellly  recommended  that  it 
ihould  be  withdrawn.  M,  Le- 
tourneur  and  his  colleagues,  how¬ 
ever,  replied  that  this  was  out  of 
their  power  ;  and,  in  proof  that  it 
was  fo,  they  appealed  to  their 
Inllrudlions,  from  which  they  read 
the  palfage  that  bound  them. 

In  the  third  place,  they  defired 
to  know  whether  Great  Britain 
had  any  mortgage  on  the  Low 
Countries,  in  conl'equence  of  money 
lent  to  the  Emperor ;  they  being 
inhru6led  to  fay,  that  the  French 
government  would  not  be  refponfi- 
Ble  for  any  mortgage  given  for 
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money  advanced  to  carry  ©n  war 
againft  the  Republic.  Yer,  while 
they  faid  this,  they  owned  that 
France  had  taken  the  Netherlands 
charged  with  all  their  incumbran¬ 
ces.  To  this  lord  Malmelbury 
replied,  that,  fuppoling  the  cafe  to 
ex  ill,  they  fhould  have  hated  the 
exception  in  their  treaty  with  the 
emperor  :  it  could  not  be  mixed 
up  with  the  prefent  treaty. 
Behdes,  if  they  had,  as  they 
confelfed,  taken  the  territories 
with  all  their  incumbrances,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  words ;  and  if  no  excep- 
tion  was  hated  in  the  firh  inllance 
none  could  be  made  with  a  retro¬ 
active  effect.  This  fubjeCl  of  dis¬ 
pute  was,  however,  foon  removed 
by  a  difpatch  from  lord  Grenville, 
which  informed  the  ambaffador 
that  the  loans  to  Auftria  were  fe~ 
cured  on  all  the  revenues  of  the 
emperor,  and  that  there  was  no 
intention  of  calling  on  France  for 
any  part  of  either  the  intereft  or 
the  capital  of  thofe  loans. 

In  another  interview,  an  ob- 
je&ion,  which  had  been  harted  in 
the  hrft,  was  pertinacioully  main¬ 
tained.  It  was  to  that  renewal 
of  preceding  treaties  which  ufually 
forms  an  article  of  every  new  trea¬ 
ty,  and  which  had  confequently 
found  a  place  in  the  project  of 
lord  Malmelbury.  Various  cavils 
of  the  moll  futile  kind  were  urged 
againft  this  renewal,  by  a  part  of 
the  French  negotiators.  Among 
other  things,  fome  of  which  were 
even  more  abfurd,  it  was  contend¬ 
ed  that  the  renewal  might  be  fnp- 
pofed  to  apply  to 'conventions  and 
ftipulations  which  were  directly 
contradictory  to  the  prefem  fyltem 
of  government  ;  and,  to  il  1  u  If  rate 
this,  the  convention  of  Pilnitz 
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was  quoted.  Feeling,  perhaps, 
the  folly  of  the  reafoning  which 
was  ufed  by  his  colleagues,  one  of 
the  negotiators  endeavoured  to 
piace  the  matter  on  a  more  ration¬ 
al  footing.  Their  only  objeft, 
he  faid,  was  to  frame  the  prefent 
treaty  in  fo  clear,  diftinft,  and  folid 
a  manner  that  it  could  not  at  any 
future  period  be  broken,  without 
a  man  i  fell  violation  of  good  faith; 
and  this  objeft  would,  he  thought, 
be  bell  attained  by  bringing  into 
one  article  every  thing  in  thofe 
treaties  which  related  to  the  two 
countries. 

The  Britilh  minifters  had  re¬ 
peatedly  denied  their  having  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  treaty  which  was 
affected  to  have  been  concluded  at 
Pilnitz.  That  denial  as  we  have 
feen,  was  repeated  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  by  lord  Grenville,  fo  re¬ 
cently  as  the  27  th.  of  March, 
when  the  debate  took  place  on  the 
Carl  of  Suffolk's  motion.  His 
lordihip,  however,  held  it  to  be 
neceffary  now  to  reiterate  it  in  the 
flrongeft  language.  He  deli  red 
the  Britifh  plenipotentiary  <(  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  explain, 
in  the  molt  diftinft  and  unequivo¬ 
cal  terms,  that  if  any  fecret  treaty 
was  in  fa  ft  concluded  at  the  inter¬ 
view  at  Pilnitz,  between  the  late 
emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruffia 
(whitph  is  to  fay  the  leaft,  very 
doubtful  in  point  of  faft),  this  at 
lead:  is  certain,  that  his  ma jelly 
was  no  party  to  fuch  treaty  ;  and 
not  only  was  not  then  included  in 
if,  but  has  never  fince  adhered  to 
it,  nor  even  been  apprifed  of  its 
contents.  The  public  declaration 
which  was  made  at  that  inter¬ 
view  {hews,  on  the  face  of  it,  that 
his  majefty  was  no  party  to  it  ; 
fed  it  h,  indeed,  notorious,  that  it 


applied  to  circumllances  which 
were  done  away  long  before  the 
war  broke  out  between  Auftria 
and  France,  and  that  the  fubfe- 
quent  negotiations  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  peace  between  thofe 
powers  turned  on  points  wholly 
diftinft  from  thofe  fuppofed  to  have 
been  referred  to  in  the  pretended 
treaty  of  Pilnitz."  It  might  be 
imagined  that,  after  a  difavowal 
like  this,  fcepticifm  itfelf  could 
hardly  doubt  its  truth,  or  the  moll 
hardened  impudence  perfevere  in  a 
charge  which  was  unlullained  by 
the  lhadow  of  a  proof,  and  fo  fo- 
lemnly  contradifted.  Political 
prejudice,  however,  feldom  liftens 
to  any  evidence  which  is  favour¬ 
able  to  its  enemies. 

After  a  delay  of  a 

week  the  anfwer  of  1 

* 

the  Directory  arrived  from  Paris. 
It  feemed  intended  to  bring  ab¬ 
ruptly  the  negotiation  to  a  clofe. 
Nothing  can  be  conceived  at  once 
more  infolent  and  more  abfurd. 
It  declared  that  fecret  treaties  ex- 
ifted  between  the  French  republic 
and  its  allies,  by  which  they  ref- 
peftively  guaranteed  to  each  other 
the  territories  polfeiTed  by  them 
before  the  war.  The  republic,  it 
faid,  being  unable  to  releafe  itfelf 
from  the  engagements  which  it  had 
thus  contrafted,  required,  as  an 
indifpenlible  preliminary,  that  En¬ 
gland  fhould  confent  to  restore  not 
only  the  French  colonies,  but  like- 
wife  all  thofe  belonging  to  Holland 
and  to  Spain.  If  lord  Malmefbury 
were  not  authorized  to  accede  to 
this  demand,  it  was  intimated  that 
he  muft  fend  to  his  court  a  meffen- 
ger  to  obtain  the  neceffary  powers. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that, 
before  the  commencement  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation,  fome  of  the  Paris  papers  in 

oppofitien 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


oppofition  had  ftated  that  fuch  a 
demand  would  be  made,  and  had 
juftly  cenfured  it,  as  an  infupe- 
rable  obftacle  to  peace. 

A  proportion  like  this  would 
have  deferved  to  be  met  but  with 
difdain,  even  had  a  republican  ar¬ 
my  effected  a  landing  on  the 
Englifh  coaft.  But,  under  the 
circumftances  of  the  period  at 
which  it  was  made,  it  could  not 
fail  of  exciting  indignation.  Lord 
Malmelbury,  however,  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  wifh  of  the 
Britifh  cabinet  for  peace ;  and, 
therefore,  inftead  of  demanding 
his  paffports,  he  determined  to  re- 
queft  a  conference.  In  that  con¬ 
ference  he  remonftrated  with  the 
French  negotiators  on  the  utter  in- 
admiffibility  of  the  demand  which 
had  been  brought  forward.  They, 
on  their  fide,  were  averfe  from  a 
rupture.  They  laboured  with 
confiderable  zeal  to  explain  away 
the  plainly  offenfive  meaning  of 
the  anfwer  ;  and  they  eventually 
went  fo  far  as  to  promife  that  the 
Britifh  propofals  fhould  be  delibe¬ 
rated  on  ;  and  that,  if  they  were 
not  approved  of,  a  counter 
project  Ihould  be  given  in  by 
France. 

From  the  letter  of  lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  on  this  ocealion,  it  was  ob¬ 
vious  that  the  cabinet  believed  the 
Directory  to  have  refolved  that  no 
peace  fhould  be  concluded.  Lord 
Malmelbury  was,  neverthelefs,  in- 
ftrudled  to  confer  again  with  the 
republican  negotiators,  and  firmly, 
yet  mildly,  to  argue  with  them 
on  the  fubjedl.  Theinfolence  and 
injuftice  of  the  French  claim,  and 
the  fallacy  of  the  pretext  on  which 
it  was  grounded,  were  ftrongly 
expofed.  It  was  remarked  that 
France  could  hay 9  no  right  to 


fet  up  her  public  treaties,  much 
lefs  her  fecret  ones,  in  bar  to  our 
juft  demands;  that  if  (he  wi Hied 
to  relieve  her  allies  from  the  bur¬ 
then  of  compenfations  fhe  ought  to 
offer  them  from  her  own  ftores; 
but  that  the  pretence  which  fhe 
made  was  inconteftibly  frivolous 
and  illufory,  as  there  could  not 
exift  a  doubt  that  fhe  allies,  whom 
(he  had  notoriously  dragged  into 
a  war  againft  their  willies  and 
their  intereft,  would  at  any  mo¬ 
ment  authorize  her  to  accede  to 
the  terms  which  were  propofed  by 
his  Majefty.  England  having 
already  presented  a  project  of  a 
treaty,  no  further  propofitions,  it 
was  laid,  could  be  made  till  France 
had  replied;  and  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  mull  therefore  wait  for 
the  counter  project  which  had 
been  promifed  to  lord  Maimef- 
bury. 

The  French  negotiators  could 
not  deny  the  corre&nefs  of  this 
reafoning.  They  again  candidly- 
admitted  that  the  Britifh  ambaffa- 
dor  was  entitled  to  receive  a  coun¬ 
ter  projeft  ;  they  regretted  that 
they  were  rigidly  bound  down  by 
their  inftru£tions  ;  they  expreffed 
their  anxiety  to  bring  about  a 
treaty  ;  and,  when  they  requefted 
lord  Mahnefbury  to  embody  bis 
arguments  of  that  day  in  an  official 
note,  they  even  afifured  tym  that, 
if  he  did  not  put  them  all  in  wri¬ 
ting,  they  would  not  fcruple  fo 
employ,  in  the  manner  beft  calcu¬ 
lated  to  give  them  weight,  fuch  us 
his  lordfhip  might  have  omitted. 
The  fincerity  of  their  profeffions 
there  is  no  reafon  to  difbelieve. 

The  preparations  of  the  majori¬ 
ty  of  the  Diredlory  againft  their 
colleagues  and  the  two  councils 
were  not  yet  matured ;  it  was  per¬ 
haps 
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haps,  dubious  which  fide  would 
triumph;  and  they  did  not,  there¬ 
fore,  think  it  politic  to  infif  on 
their  extravagant  demand.  It 
was  tacitly  abandoned.  The  re- 
fource  of  delay  fill  remained.  A 
fortnight  was  buffered  to  elapfe 
Without  any  inft motions  having 
been  fent  to  their  agents  at  Life. 
The  agents  themfelves  were  em- 
barraffed  to  account  for  this  cir- 
comftance  ;  but  they  were  willing, 
if  poffible,  to  draw  from  it  a  fa. 
vourable  omen.  It  at  leaf,  they 
faid,  proved  that  the  Directory  had 
rdinquilhed  their  pretend on$  ;  as, 
had  that  not  been  the  cafe,  the 
courier  would  have  been  immedi- 
diately  fent  back.  In  order  to 
prevent  idle  rumours  and  falfe  re¬ 
ports  from  being  fpread,  they  pro» 
pofed  to  meet  his  lordfhip  every 
other  dav  ;  and  to  this  he  gave  a 
ready  affent.  At  one  of  thefe 
meetings  a  hint  was  thrown  out 
that  it  would  be  requifte  to  take 
into  confderation  the  rights  of 
neutral  fates  ;  but,  in  the  prefent 
pof  ure  of  affairs,  the  Britifh  mini- 
iier  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to 
take  any  notice  of  this  fuggef  ion. 
When  it  was  communicated  to  his 
court,  lord  Grenville,  with  a  pro. 
per  firmnefs,  declared  that  his  raa- 
jefy  was  unalterably  refoJved 
■  never  to  admit  of  any  propofal 
for  treating  with  his  enemies  on  ' 
the  fubject  of  the  rights  ©r  claims 
of  neutral  powers. 

The  two  members  of  the  DL 
reftory  who  really  wified  for 
peace  were  Barthelemy  and  Carnot. 
As  the  plenipotentiaries  were  ur¬ 
gent  for  inf  nsftions,  Carnot  prefix¬ 
ed  his  colleagues  to  enquire  what 
facrifices  the  allies  of  France  were 
willing  to  make,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  peace*  On  this  occafi on,  Rewbeli 


broke  out  into  a  violent  inventive 
againf  the  Dutch.  He  accufcd 
them  of  being  all  betray  ers  of 
France,  friends  of  the  Stadtholder, 
partizans  of  England,  and  only 
watching  for  an  opportunity  to 
furrender  themfelves  into  her 
hands.  Every  thing  which  they 
gained  in  riches  and  profperity 
muf ,  he  faid,  be  at  the  expence  of 
France,  and  to  the  benefit  of  En¬ 
gland.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
Holland  ought  to  be  kept  in  the 
mof  abfoiute  dependence,  fubjedl- 
ed  to  paffive  obedience,  and  treated 
as  a  conquered  country.  Avail-? 
ing  himfelf  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  this  honef  and  liberal 
opinion,  Carnot  obferved  that,  in 
fuch  cafe,  it  would  be  the  height 
of  folly  for  the  French  republic  to 
lofe  her  colonies,  and  exhauff  the 
remains  of  her  marine,  to  ferve  an 
ungrateful  people.  In  reply  Rew¬ 
beli  exclaimed,  (i  Do  you  ima- 
((  gineit  is  for  Holland  thatl  would 
{f  demand  the  reflitution  of  the 
“  Cape  and  Trincomale  ?  The 
€(  firf  object  is  that  of  recovering 
“  poffefion  of  them,  for  which  the 
“  Dutch  muf  furnilh.  us  with  the 
({  fhips  and  the  money,  and  I  will 
t(  afterwards  clearly  convince 
<f  them  that  thofe  colonies  belong 
Ci  to  us.”  As,  however,  it  was 
not  at  this  moment  prudent  to 
adopt  openly  the  plan  of  Rewbeli, 
Carnot  carried  his  point  fofar  that 
it  was  at  length  agreed  to  alk  the 
Batavian  government  what  it 
would  cede  for  peace;  or,  in  cafe 
it  perfifed  in  refufing  cefions, 
what  refources  it  would  offer  for 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  It 
was  added  that,  if  thofe  refources 
were  inadequate,  France  would  be 
necefitated  to  conclude  a  feparate 
peace.  This  f  ep  ferved  the  pur- 
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pofe  of  lllencing  Carnot,  and  of 
gaining  time,  and  it  was  not  in¬ 
tended  to  ferve  any  other. 

The  middle  of  Auguft  arrived 
before  the  French  ^negotiators 
were  enabled  to  inform  lord 
Malmefbury  at  what  period  there 
was  a  probability  that  the  negoti¬ 
ation  might  be  refumed.  They 
then  allured  him,  that  in  the  courie 
of  four  or  five  days  they  fhould 
receive  their  final  inftrudlons.  On 
his  expreffing  a  hope  that  thofe  in- 
ftrudions  would  in  fubftance  be  a 
counter  projed,  oneof  them  frankly 
.anfwered  that  they  had  repeatedly 
prefied  on  their  government  the 
neceffity  of  a  counter  projed,  and 
that  he  really  thought  they  might 
have  forefeen  every  thing  that  had 
occurred,  and  been  prepared  with 
one,  by  which  means  they  would 
have  faved  a  large  portion  of  va¬ 
luable  time. 

While  this  was  pafling,  the  Di¬ 
redory  gave  another  ftriking  in- 
llance  of  their  contempt  of  truth. 
In  a  mefiage,  addrefled  to  the  two 
councils,  they  fcrupled  not  to 
affirm  that  the  delay  in  the  negoti¬ 
ation,  which  they  hypocritically  - 
affeded  to  regret,  was  entirely  to 
be  attributed  to  the  backwardnefs 
of  the  coalefced  powers.  By 
fpeaking  in  the  plural  number, 
which  they  did  twice,  they  mani- 
feftly  included  England  in  this 
calumny.  When,  however,  lord 
Malmelbury,  by  order  of  his  court, 
remonftrated  on  this  wanton  and 
malignant  falfehood,  the  French 
negotiators  inftantly  difa  vowed 
any  fuch  meaning,  declared  that  the 
meffage  was  aukwardly  worded, 
that  it  alluded  folely  to  Auftria, 
and  was  intended  to  ftimulate  the 
councils;  and  that  no  blame  what, 
coald  be-  attributed  to.  the 


Brififh  cabinet.  This  they  fub- 
fequently.  repeated,  by  command 
of  the  Directory,  the  majority  of 
which  probably  did  not  deem  it 
wife  to  deprive  the  people  of 
I  ranee  ot  all  hope  of  peace  at  fuch 
a  critical  moment.  Their  lan¬ 
guage  at  a  later  period  fully- 
belied  the  fincerity  of  their  difa- 
vovval. 

Inftead  of  four  o t  five  days, 
fourteen  elapfid  before  the  French 
negotiators  could  fay  any  thing  on 
the  fubjed  of  their  rmffidn,  Ora 
the  twenty-eighth  of  Auguft 
they  ftated  that  the  anfwer  which 
had  arrived  from  Holland  was  fa 
unffitisfadory,  that  the  Diredory 
had  been  compelled  to  return  it  to 
the  Dutch  minifters  at  Paris,  in 
order  that  it  might  receive  fuch 
alteration  as  was  needful.  Thofe 
minifters  had  referred  it  to  their 
government,  and  confequently,  no¬ 
thing  could  be  done  in  lefs  than  a 
week,  even  fuppofing  that  no  delay 
was  occafioned  by  deliberations  at 
the  Hague. 

The  cataftrophe  of  this  political 
drama  was  now'  at  hand.  The  fur¬ 
ther  interval  of  a  week,  which  the 
majority  of  the  Diredory  had  thus 
obtained,  was  wanted  to  enable 
them  to  complete  their  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  meditated  overthrow 
of  their  colleagues  and  of  the  two 
councils.  It  was  fufficient  for  the 
purpofe.  On  the  fourth  of  Septem¬ 
ber  they  were  decifively  vidori- 
ous ;  and  the  government  of 
France,  though  ftill  nominally  re¬ 
publican,  became  in  reality  defpo- 
tic,  in  the  perfons  of  an  ingloricut 
triumvirate. 

What  would  be  the  refult  of 
this,  it  was  not  difficult  to  divine, 
i  he  negotiators,  indeed,  expreifed 
their  hopes  that  the  revolution 
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wouldnot  tend  to  fruftrate  a  treaty. 
But  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
their  hopes  were  mingled  with  feri- 
ous  fears.  They  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  long  kept  in  fufpenfe.  One 
of  the  firfl:  ads  of  the  triumvirate 
was  to  recal  them,  and  to  fubftitute 
M.  M.  Treilhard  and  Bonnier 
d’Alco  in  their  dead.  Honed 
agents  of  diffioneft  maders,  they 
were,  in  truth,  not  fitted  for  the 
parts  which  they  had  had  to  play, 
and  dill  lefs  for  thofe  which  re¬ 
mained  to  be  played ;  and  they 
doubtlefs  rejoiced  at  a  difmifiion 
which  delivered  them  from  an  office 
in  which  nothing  was  to  be  gained 
except  anxiety  and  fhame.  When 
they  took  leave  of  the  Britiffi  am* 
baffador,  they  aded  with  a  fpirit 
of  liberality  and  judice  which  was 
the  more  honourable,  as  they  mud 
have  known  that  it  could  not  fail 
of  being  difagreeable  t©  the  prefent 
maders  of  France,  and,  perhaps, 
prejudicial  to  themfelves  ;  which 
was,  in  reality,  afterwards  proved 
by  M.  Lefrourneur.  In  the  name 
of  his  colleagues,  M.  Letourneur, 
the  prefident,  bore  ample  tedimony 
to  the  candour  and  opennefs  which 
lord  Malmeffiury  had  uniformly 
difplayed,  and  allured  him  that  he 
had  earned  the  dronged  title  to 
their  edeern  and  good  wifhes. 

In  the  difpatch  by  which  he  an- 
pounced  to  the  cabinet  their  de¬ 
parture,  lord  Malmeffiury,  on  his 
fide,  did  not  negled  to  mention 
them  in  thofe  terms  of  warm  praifh 
which  they  really  merited.  He 
drew  a  finider  prognodic  from  their 
recall ;  and  it  was  fpeedily  veri¬ 
fied. 

The  new  commiffioners  opened 
the  fird  conference  with  laviffi  af- 
fertions  of  the  pacific  wifhes  of  the 
Diredory.  Their  next  ftep,  in 
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proof  of  it,  was  to  enquire  whether 
the  full  powers  of  the  Britiffi  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  authorized  him  to 
confent  to  the  reditution  of  the 
conqueds  made  by  Great  Britain. 
He  could  not,  they  faid,  but  ex- 
ped  fuch  an  enquiry,  as  he  was 
aware  of  their  laws  and  treaties ; 
and  no  great  country  could,  on  any 
account,  ad  in  contradidion  to 
them.  This  language  was  render- 
ed  more  ofFenfive  by  their  declara¬ 
tion  that  it  arofe  folely  from  the 
love  of  peace  which  was  felt  by 
the  Diredory.  The  note  which 
they  delivered  to  his  lordffiip, 
peremptorily  required  an  anfvver 
within  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

Though  lord  Malmeffiury  had, 
perhaps,  made  up  his  mind  to  ex- 
ped  inadmiffible  propofals,  he  was 
entirely  unprepared  for  this  revival 
of  the  former  relinquiffied  abfur- 
dity.  His  furprife  at  fuch  con- 
dud  was  expreffed  in  forcible 
terms.  On  his  obferving  that,  if 
their  principle  were  once  admitted, 
there  would  be  nothing  left  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  about,  one  of  the  Freneh 
minifters  broke  out  into  a  very  se- 
markable  fpeech.  <£  That  would 
not,”  he  faid,  {(  be  the  cafe; 
many  articles  would  flili  remain  to 
be  propofed  ;  and  many  points 
for  important  difeuffion.”  It  is 
probable  that  Ireland  was  one  of 
the  points  to  which  he  alluded. 
An  envoy  from  the  United  Iriffi- 
men  had  for  a  confiderable  period 
been  foliciting  fuccours  at  Paris, 
and  had  incefifantly  urged  the  Di¬ 
redory  to  make  the  independence 
of  Ireland  an  indifpenfable  condi¬ 
tion  of  any  treaty  of  peace. 

The  official  noted  lord  Malmef- 
bury,  in  anfwer  to  that  of  the 
French  negotiators,  contained  of 
courfe  a  refufal  to  treat  on  any 
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other  principle  than  that  of  com- 
penfations ;  a  principle  which  had 
already  been  recognized  by  the  re¬ 
publican  rulers  themfelves,  In  re¬ 
ply,  he  was  defired  to  return  to  his 
court  within  twenty-four  hours,  to 
alk  for  Efficient  authority.  ''When, 
however,  in  demanding  his  paff- 
ports,  he  lamented  the  rupture  of  , 
the  negotiation,  the  French  minif- 
ters,  who  feem  to  have  been  admi¬ 
rably  adapted  to  their  unworthy 
office*  affeded  to  believe  that  he 
had  not  feized  the  real  meaning  of 
the  note.  There  exifted,  they  faid, 
no  with  on  the  part  of  their  em¬ 
ployers  to  break  off  the  treaty  5 
but  fo  much  the  contrary,  that  they 
had  received  no  orders  to  quit 
Lille  after  his  lordfhip’s  departure. 

Imagining  that  there  was  ftill 
the  lhadow  of  a  hope  that  they 
might  have  been  authorized,  in 
fome  degree,  to  recede,  his  lord- 
Clip  obtained  another  interview. 
His  efforts  were  fruitlefs.  Not  the 
flighted:  defire  was  manifefted  that 
he  would  fufpend  his  journey,  and 
difpatch  a  meffenger  to  his  court 
for  further  orders.  Nothing, 
therefore,  was  left  for  him  but  to 
depart,  and  he  accordingly  quitted 
Lille  on  the  eighteenth  of  Septem¬ 
ber. 

The  farce  of  keeping  their  nego¬ 
tiators  in  waiting  at  Lme,  was 
played  for  nearly  a  month  by  the 
French  Diredory.  In  a  note, 
which  they  fent  from  that  place, 
they  did  not  blulh  to  affert  the  pa¬ 
cific  fpirit  of  the  rulers  of  France, 
and  to  add  that  the  confidence  of 
the  Diredory,  and  the  whole  of 
Europe,  would  bear  tettimony  that 
it  was  the  Englith  government 
alone  which  would  be  guilty  of  in¬ 


fixing  the  fcourge  of  war  upon  the 
two  nations. 

A  brief  note  from  lord  Malmef- 
bury  clofed  the  correfpondence,  and 
declared  that  iC  the  king  could  no 
longer  treat  in  an  enemy’s  country, 
without  being  certain  that  the  cuf- 
toms  eflablilhed  amongft  all  civili¬ 
zed  nations,  with  regard  to  public 
minifters,  and  efpecially  to  thofc 
charged  to  negotiate  for  the  re-ef- 
tablifhment  of  a  peace,  would  be 
refpeded  for  the  future  in  the  per- 
fon  of  his  plenipotentiary/* 

The  declaration  of  the  Britifh 
court  *,  which  was  publifhed  on 
the  25th  of  Odober,  expofed  in  a 
mafterly  manner  the  chicanery  and 
infolence  of  the  eaemy.  It,  never- 
thelefs,  notwithftanding  the  late 
brilliant  vidory  over  the  Dutch, 
offered  to  conclude  peace  on  the 
fame  moderate  and  equitable  terms 
which  had  been  recently  propofed. 
If  the  rejedion  of  thefe  was  perififl- 
ed  in,  it  threw  back  on  France  the 
crime  of  continuing  the  fcourge  of 
war ;  and  it  finally  intimated  that 
his  majefly  was  refolved  to  dis¬ 
charge  his  duty  with  refolution, 
eonflancy,  and  firmnefs,  in  the  full 
expedation  that,  favoured  by  Pro¬ 
vidence,  the  zeal,  valour  and  re- 
fources  of  his  fubjeds  would  nei¬ 
ther  be  found  inadequate  to  the 
arduous  conteft,  nor  unequal  to  the 
importance  and  value  of  the  mo¬ 
mentous  objeds  which  were  now 
at  flake. 

No  avowed  and  regular  defence 
of  their  condud  was  iffued  by  the 
heads  of  the  republic.  Instead  of 
this,  they  inferted  in  their  journal 
a  few  unacknowledged  compofi- 
tions,  the  arguments  of  which 
were,  however,  fo  pitiful,  and  the 
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aflertions  fo  glaringly  falfe,  that,  were  marked  with  cenfufe  by  tfi$ 
even  fettered  as  the  people  and  the  public,  and  by  fome  of  the  lea.lt 
prefs  were,  thefe  unofficial  libels  timid  of  the  political  Writers. 

CHAP.  HI. 

Debates  and  proceedings  on  Military  and  Naval fubjeds .  Committee  of 
Supply.  A  hundred  and  twenty  ihoujand  feamen  v«ted.  Complaint  of 
General  Tarleton  on  the  depredations  committed  by  the  enemy .  The  army 

ejli mates  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Windham .  Objections  made  by  Gene¬ 
ral  Tarleton  V  Mr.  Fox  enquires  ref  peeling  the  treatment  of  the  Maroons. 
Reply  of  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards .  He  attacks  Mr.  W ilherforee .  Sarcaf- 

iic  obfervation  of  Mr.  Foot.  Additional  articles  of  the  army  efimates 
brought  forward  and  voted.  Army  extraordinaries  voted.  Mr.  Wind « 
ham  propofes  an  increafe  of  pay  to  the  privates  and  non-commifftoned  officers 
of  the  ar?ny .  The  members  of  the  oppofition  cenfure  the  manner  in  which 
the  increafe  had  been  notified  to  the  joldiery .  Mr.  Windham  moves  an  in- 
creafe  of  pay  to  the  fubaltems.  He  vindicates  the  government  with  refpeCt 
to  army  arrears.  Allowance  voted  to  the  yeomanry  cavalry .  Mr.  Pitt 
moves  a  committee  to  confder  that  part  of  the  King's  Speech  relative  to  an 
invafion.  He  propofes  to  raife  fifteen  thoufand  me?i  for  the  regulars  and 
navy,  by  a  levy  on  the  parfhes  •  to  call  out  afuppiementary  militia  of  Jixty- 
four  thoufand  men  ;  to  ejlublijh  a  provfional  cavalry  of  twenty  thoufand 
men  ;  and  to  embody  the  gamekeepers.  The  plan  is  flrenu*ujly  op p  fed  by 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan ,  Mr.  Cur  wen,  and  others ,  as  expenfve  and  like « 
wfe  unneceffary ,  there  being  no  real  fear  of  an  invafion.  They  cenfure 
feverely  the  conduCl  of  the  lajl  parliament.  Mr.  Dundas  and  Mr.  Pitt 
reply.  The  Gamekeepers'  Bill  is  Jirongly  eppofed  by  many  members ,  and 
at  length  dropped  by  the  min  fieri .  The  Parjh  Quota  Bill  is  puffed  with¬ 
out  oppofition.  Mr.  Cur  wen  oppofes  the  recommitting  of  the  Militia  Bill. 
Mr.  Pitt  gives  flronger  ajfurances  than  before  that  an  invafion  is  intended . 
Speech  of  Mr.  Fox ,  in  which  he  feverely  reprobates  the  conduCi  of  the  mi- 
mfiry .  The  Militia  Bill  is  paffed.  Mr.  Fox  and  General  Farleton  oppofe 
the  Cavalry  Bill .  The  former  deferibes  it  as  abfurd  and  impracticable. 
He  attacks  the  conduCi  of  the  government  with  refpeCt  to  Ireland .  Reply 
,  of  Mr.  Ryder  and  of  Mr.  IP ilbeff'orce,  the  latter  of  whom  brings  a  heavy 
charge  againjl  the  oppofition  party „  Mr.  Sheridan  repels  the  charge  in  an 
angry f pee  ch.  The  Cavalry  Bill  is  pafj'ed.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  brings  in  Bills  to  explain  and  amend  the  three  Acts.  Air.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Biddulph  move  for  the  repeal  of  the  Militia  and  Cavalry  Ads.  The 
Motions  are  negatived  ;  and  the  explanatory  Ads  paffed.  By  the  amended 
A  As,  Catholics  are  allowed  toferve  as  privates  in  the  Provfional  Cavalry 
and  Supplementary  Militia .  Mr.  H  ilherforee  brings  in  a  Bill  to  allow 
Catholics  to  ferve  as  officers ,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith  moves  a  claufe  to  admit 
PiOteflant  Diffenters.  The  Bill,  with  Mr.  Smith's  claufe,  paffes  the 
Houfi  of  Commons.  In  the  Heufe  of  Peers ,  Lord  Kenyon  moves  that  the 
Bill jhould  be  read  that  day  three  months.  Violent  and  iUihsral  fpeech  of 
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the  Biffiop  of  Rocheft'er  in  fupport  of  Lord  Kenyon’s  Motion.  The  Bill  is 
thrown  out.  An  Adi  pafj'es  for  raifing  a  militia  in  Scotland.  Riots  in 
tonfespuence  in  fevered  parts  of  that  country.  The  menfures  taken  to  repel 
invafion  are fuppofed  by fome  perfons  to  be  inf  efficient  for  the  purpofe.  Colo ~ 
?ie  l  FA iod  gives  notice  of  a  motion  for  enquiry  into  ihis/ubjed.  "  He fufpmds 
his  intention  for  fome  time ,  and  at  length  moves  for  the  eftablijhment  of  a 
military  council.  The  motion  is  oppofd  by  the  minifers ,  and  finally  with¬ 
drawn  by  Colonel  Wood .  Motions  in  both  Houjes  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
recent  attempt  on  Ireland.  Arguments  employed  on  both  tides.  The  mo - 
tions  are  negatived.  Conduit  of  Spain.  The  Spanjh  monarch  forms  a 
treaty  with  the  Diredlory ,  and  declares  war  again  ft  England .  " Futility 

of  the  Spanijh  manifefio.  Rriti/h  counter- declaration.  ^  The  add-refs  on  the 
war  cam  led  una n imoufly  in  both  Iloufes.  Debate  on  the  vote  of  thanks  ta 
$ir  j-  Jervis .  Motion  in  favour  of  La  Fayette.  It  is  negatived. 


MENL4CED  as  the  Britifh 
iflands  were  with  invafion 
by  an  enemy  who,  provided  he 
could  harafs  and  annoy  us,  cared 
little  at  what  hazard  his  attempts 
were  made,  it  became  neceffary 
for  the  legiflature  to  decide  on 
many  additional  naval  and  military 
precautions  which  were  propofed 
by  the  minifters,  and  which  were 
of  a  nature  to  excite  much  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  as  to  their  efficacy, 
and  consequently  much  animated 
debate.  Accordingly,  feveral  of 
the  plans  which  the  minifters 
brought  forward,  were  feverely 
ferutinized  and  cenfured  by  the 
members  in  oppofition  *  and  it  mult 
be  owned  that,  on  more  than  one 
occafton,  thofe  members  had  caufe 
of  triumph. 

The  routine  bufinefs  of  the  fef* 
Eon  commenced  on  the  14th  of 
October,  when  Mr.  Pybus  moved 
that  a  hundred  and  twenty  thou¬ 
sand  feamen,  including  twenty 
thoufand  marines,  fhould  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
J797>  and  that  for  each  man  four 
pounds  per  month  fhould  be  grant¬ 
ed,  for  thirteen  months.  This 
vote,  which  was  an  increafe  of  ten 
thoufand  men,  was  a  ft  en  ted  to  una- 

Vot.  XXXIX, 


nimoufty.  Some  complaints  were, 
however,  made  by  general  Tarle- 
ton,  who  urged  that,  with  the  im~ 
menfe  naval  force  which  the  p-overn- 

O 

merit  had  at  its  difpofal,  we  ought 
to  manifeft  a  decided  fuperiority  ; 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  Rich- 
ery’s  fleet  had  been  allowed  to  fail 
from  Cadiz,  and  ravage  our  fettle* 
ments  in  Newfoundland,  and  there 
was  a  rumour  that  a  conftderable 
lofs  had  been  fuftained  by  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  a  convoy  from  Quebec, 
The  army  eftimates,  which  were 
prefented  on  that  day  week,  by  the 
fecretary  at  war,  were  not  fullered 
to  pafs  through  the  commons  fo 
quietly.  The  flrft  refolutlon  moved 
by  Mr.  Windham  was,  that  1 95,000 
men  fhould  be  employed  for  the  land 
fervice  of  the  year.  The  expence 
he  ftated  at  5,190,000!.  being  lefs 
by  168,4261.  than  that  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  ;  and  he  reminded  the 
Houfe  that  this  diminution  was  as 
much  as  could  be  expected,  confi¬ 
ded  ng  that  a  reduction,  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  three-quarters 
of  a  million,  had  taken  place  in 
the  Jaft  feffion.  The  home  army& 
he  faid,  confifted  of  60,765  men, 
being  an  increafe  of  11,546  men ; 
the  army  abroad,  which  compre- 
[Tfj  bended 
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hended  all  on  foreign  fervice,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  was 
to  the  number  of  64,276  men,  be¬ 
ing  a  decreafe  of  13,641  men  on 
that  head.  The  anriy  abroad  was 
eompofed  wholly  of  regulars  ;  that 
at  home  of  regulars,  militia,  inva¬ 
lids  and  fencibles.  With  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  the  city  regiments,  the 
militia  was  nearly  the  fame  as  laft 
year  ;  the  fencibles  were  fomewhat 
fewer  ;  but  tlu-re  was  a  fmall  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  invalids,  from  the 
out-penfioners,  who  were  capable  of 
performing  that  duty,  having  been 
called  upon  arid  drafted. 

A  variety  of  objections  were 
ftarted  by  General  Tarleton, 
Among  them  the  moft  prominent 
was  the  vail  expence  incurred. 
Laft  year  the  military  expenditure, 
he  faidj  equalled  the  revenue  of 
the  year  preceding  the  war ;  it 
would  be  fully  as  much  this  year, 
for  many  articles  were  omitted  in 
the  eftimates ;  and,  this  being  the 
cafe,  furely  the  idea  of  railing  an 
additional  force  of  103,000  men, 
and  that  too  when  the  exiftence  of 
danger  was  unproved,  ought  to  be 
abandoned.  That  the  conquefts 
and  glory  gained  by  our  army  af¬ 
forded  a  compenfation  for  the  mo¬ 
ney  fpent  on  them  he  pofitivfty 
denied  ;  and  to  prove  the  juft  ice  of 
his  opinion,  he  took  a  review  of 
our  prefent  fuuation  in  the  Weft 
India  iflands.  Looking  to  minor 
points,  he  conceived  that  the  troops 
in  the  Eaft  Indies  ought  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  Company  ;  and  with  re¬ 
gard  to  a  charge  of  360,000k  for 
the  recruiting  fervice,  he  contend¬ 
ed  that  this  muft  affuredly  be  Su¬ 
perfluous,  at  a  moment  when  the 
ministers  were  deferting  the  old 
mode  of  railing  men  by  beat  of 
drum,  and  were  having  recourfe  to 


the  mode  of  requisition.  Expreffing 
the  higheft  refpeft  for  the  militia, 
as  being  the  beft  conftitutional  de¬ 
fence  which  could  be  employed,  he 
neverthelefs  remarked  that  into 
that  fervice  had  crept  certain  abufes, 
which  ought  to  be  fpeedily  redreff- 
ed.  One  of  thefe,  which  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  prejudicial,  was  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  taking  the  moft  defer ving 
of  the  privates  to  aft  as  fervants  to 
the  officers,  by  which  means  the 
men  who  above  all  others  Should 
be  kept  and  cherithed  in  a  regi¬ 
ment,  were  detached  from  it.  The 
ferjeants  too  had  been  converted  to 
purpofes  foreign  from  the  nature 
of  their  office.  Not  fewer  than 
nineteen  had  been  made  mufi- 
cians,  which  was  purchasing  mufic 
at  too  high  a  price.  Enquiry, 
economy,  and  above  all,  peace, 
were  the  things  which  he  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  attention  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  allufions  which  were  made 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  occafioned  from 
Mr.  Fox,  an  enquiry  into  the  truth 
of  a  report,  that  the  treaty  with 
the  Maroons  had  not  been  faith¬ 
fully  adhered  to.  Mr.  Bryan  Ed¬ 
wards  immediately  rofe  to  vindi¬ 
cate  his  tranfatlantic  conftituents. 
He  entered  into  a  fort  of  hiftory  of 
the  corteft,  and  maintained  that 
the  Affembly  of  Jamaica  had  not 
violated  the  compaft  entered  into 
with  the  Maroons  by  Colonel  Wal¬ 
pole.  The  Maroons  did  not  fur- 
render  within  the  time  ftipulated, 
and  confequently  the  Affembly  %vas 
juftified  in  fending  them  off  the 
iiland.  Every  thing  had,  however, 
been  done  for  their  comfort;  they 
were  quite  fatisfied;  and,  therefore, 
he  hoped  tfyat  no  more  would  be 
heard  of  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  having  corn- 
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plained  that  during  the  long  courfe 
of  a  century,  nothing  had  been 
done  to  inftrud  and  enlighten 
them,  by  doing  which  they  might 
hare  been  rendered  ufeful  members 
of  fociety,  Mr.  Edwards  feized 
this  opportunity  to  vent  his  fpleen 
on  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  a  (train  of  ridicule  and  le¬ 
vity,  for  which,  on  recollection, 
he  himfelf  deemed  it  proper  to  apo¬ 
logize  to  his  hearers.  Among 
other  crimes  of  the  fame  kind,  he 
charged  the  right  honourable  ad- 
verfary  of  the  (lave  trade,  with  in¬ 
dulging  in  the  formation  of  fchemes 
totally  inconliftent  with  human 
nature,  and  with  the  prefen t  con¬ 
dition  of  man.  So  that,  according 
to  this  acute  reafoner,  it  appears  that 
kidnapping  men  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  them  Haves,  and.  afterwards 
wantonly  fubjeding  thofe  (laves  to 
bodily  and  mental  torture,  are 
things  quite  confident  with  human 
nature,  and  with  the  prefenc  con¬ 
dition  of  rpan. 

The  explanation  which  had  been 
given  was  by  no  means  fatisfadory 
to  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  dill  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  Maroons  had  been 
hardly  dealt  with,  and  that  their 
cafe  ought  to  be  examined  by  the 
legillature.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
farcadically  obferved,  that,  after 
what  had  been  faid,  he  would  not  ac- 
cufe  the  government  of  Jamaica  of 
keeping  bad  faith  with  the  Ma¬ 
roons,  any  more  than  he  would  ac- 
cufe  Shy  lock,  in  the  Merchant  of 
Venice,  of  a  breach  of  contract. 
Both  parties,  he.  thought,  had  ad¬ 
hered  with  equal  dridnefs  to  the 
letter  of  their  engagements. 

The  refolutions  with  refped  to 
the  fums  required  by  the  edimates, 
were  then  agreed  to. 
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On  the  fecond  of  December, 
feveral  articles,  omitted  in  the 
army  and  navy  edimates,  were 
propofed  to  the  Houle.  This  gave 
rife  to  fome  obfervations  from 
General  Tarleton,  who  aflferted, 
that  the  army  expenditure  of  the 
year  would  be  fix  millions.  He 
likewife  reprobated  the  miniders 
for  the  difadrous  attempt  on  St« 
Domingo,  which  could  not  poffibly 
be  productive  of  any  thing  but  the 
lofs  of  treafure  and  of  lives,  andi 
of  confequent  difgraee.  Nor  was 
he  more  fanguine  with  refped  to  a 
plan  which  rumour  affigned  to 
them,  of  difpatehing  ten  or  twelve 
thoufand  men  for  the  defence  of 
Portugal ;  a  meafure  which  he  was 
of  opinion  would  at  lead  be  fruit- 
lefs. 

Among  the  fums  of  mod  magni¬ 
tude,  which  were  now  voted,  were 
1,624,000!.  for  ordnance  fervice  ; 
653,573k  for  ordnance  of  the 
navy,  and  768,1001.  for  repairing 
and  building  (hips  of  war. 

The  army  extraordinaries  were 
not  prefen  ted  till  the  5th  of  April, 
when  the.fecretary  at  war  moved 
that  the  fum  of  3,280,513!.  (houltl 
be  granted  to  cover  them  from  the 
fixth  of  December  1795,  to  the 
fixth  of  December  1796.  The 
refutation  was  carried,  after  a  few 
words  from  Generals  Tarleton  and 
Walpole. 

That  increafe  of  pay  which  the 
feamen  had  extorted  by  mutiny, 
the  government  thought  it  proper* 
to  extend  to  the  array  ;  which,  in 
fad,  deferyed  the  boon  for  its  loy¬ 
alty,  even  had  it  not  been  judined 
in  looking  for  it  as  an  ad  of  juf- 
tice.  Accordingly,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  May,  the  feeretary  at 
war  brought  forward  the  fubjed  in 
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a  committee  of  fupply.  He  paffied 
light iy  over  the  mifcondud  of  the 
bailors,  which  he  attributed  to  the 
malignant  arts  of  jacobinifm;  at 
the  fame  time  exprefling  his  confi- 
/  dent  hope  of  their  future  good  be¬ 
haviour.  To  the  foldiery  he  gave 
warm  and  well  earned  praife,  for 
their  refillance  to  thofe  arts;  and 
he  declared  that,  though  they  had 
not  themfclves  called  for  it,  feme 
addition  to  their  pay  was  highly 
neceffary.  Deferring  till  another 
opportunity  the  relief  intended  to 
the  fnhalterns,  he  confined  himfelf 
at  prefer) t  to  that  meant  for  the 
privates  and  non-commiilioned  of¬ 
ficers.  To  the  privates  he  pro- 
pt.fed  an  addition  of  two- pence  per 
day,  to  the  corporals  two-pence- 
halfpenny,  and  to  the  lerjeants 
three-pence.  The  whole  fum  re¬ 
quired  for  this  purpofe,  for  feven 
months,  from  the  twenty- fifth  of 
May,  he  ft  a  ted  at  225,6001.  and 
to  that  effect  he  moved  the  ufual 
refolutions. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Fox,  Gene¬ 
ral  TarJeton,  and  Mr.  Martin,  made 
a  few  remarks  on  the  propofal,  and 
their  remarks  undoubtedly  food  on 
fonftitutional  ground.  To  the 
purpofed  increafe  of  pay  they  did 
not  objedl ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
deemed  it  juft  and  prudent;  but 
they  objected  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  announced  to  the 
foldiers.  They  remarked  that,  be¬ 
fore  any  thing  had  been  Did  to 
parliament  on  the  fubjed,  the  mi- 
mi!  ers  had  officially  given  a  pro- 
mife  to  the  army.  This  was  an 
unconfiitutional  and  highly  cenfur- 
able  mode  of  proceeding.  The 
communication  ought  firfl  to  have 
been  made  to  parliament;  which, 
in  confequence  of  that  not  having 


been  done,  was  now  placed  in  an 
awkward  fi tuition.  It  would  re¬ 
ceive  no  thanks  lor  its  compliance, 
and  would  be  expofed  to  odium  in 
cafe  of  its  refufal.  The  foldiers 
ought  to  have  been  taught  to  re¬ 
gard  the  legiflature,  and  not  the 
rninifters,  as  an  objedt  of  gratitude. 
As  the  matter  flood,  they  would  not 
conceive  that  they  owed  any  thing 
to  the  vote  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons. 

The  ftep  which  had  been  taken 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
vindicated,  as  well  as  he  could,  by 
alleging  that  it  was  impofiible  the 
foldiers  could  imagine  that  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  rninifters  to  confer 
the  favour  on  them  without  the 
confent  of  the  parliament.  To 
this,  however,  it  was  replied  by 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  that  the  previous 
promife  rendered  it  impracticable 
for  the  Houfe  to  refufe,  even  if  it 
were  fo  difpofed  ;  and  that  of  this 
the  army  mu  ft  be  well  aware.  The 
refolutions  were  finally  agreed  to. 

The  plan  for  ameliorating  the 
fituation  of  the  fubalterns  in  the 
regulars,  militia,  and  fencibles, 
was  produced  in  another  commit¬ 
tee  of  fupply,  by  the  fecretary 
at  war,  on  the  twenty-third  of 
June.  It  was  comprifed  under 
three  heads.  By  the  firft  an  ad¬ 
ditional  allowance  was  propofed  of 
one  (hilling  per  day  to  lieutenants, 
enfigns,  adjutants,  and  quarter- 
mafters.  Where,  however,  an 
officer  held  two  commiffions  he  was 
to  draw  for  only  one.  The  fecond 
confifted  of  a  remiffion  of  certain 
dedudions  hitherto  made,  and  was 
extended  to  the  cavalry  as  well  as 
to  the  infantry.  To  an  enfign  the 
amount  was  4/.  to  a  lieutenant 
to  a  cornet  9/.  and  to  a  lieutenant 
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♦f  Iiorfe  io/»  The  third,  which 
was  alfo  common  to  the  cavalry 
and  infantry,  was  the  abolition  of 
a  difference  between  the  fubfiftence 
and  the  arrears,  which  difference 
had  long  been  a  fubjeCf  of  com¬ 
plaint.  While  he  was  on  the  laft 
point,  he  took  occafion  to  defend 
the  government,  with  refpeeff  to 
army  arrears,  which  he  flared  to 
be  attributable  to  the  regiments 
themfelves.  He  did  not,  however, 
defpair  of  feeing  this  evil  remedied. 
In  conclufion  he  moved  a  vote  of 
60,000/.  to  cover  the  encreafe  of 
pay  for  183  days,  commencing 
from  the  twenty-fifth  of  June. 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to, 
after  a  few  words  from  general 
Tarleton,  who  lamented  that  the 
cavalry  did  not  participate  in  the 
whole  of  thefe  benefits,  and  ex¬ 
plained  fome  of  the  hardfhips  to 
which  officers  in  that  fervice  were 
expofed.  T 

Several  other  refolutions  were 
at  the  fame  time  carried,  the 
principal  of  which  was  a  vote  of 
four  millions,  for  army  extraordi¬ 
naries  for  the  current  year. 

An  allowance  of  three  pounds 
per  man  to  the  yeomanry  cavalry, 
who  were  ten  ihoufand  in  number, 
was  the  laid  vote  of  this  kind  in 
the  committee  of  fupply.  It  was 
moved  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  who  paid  a  high  com¬ 
pliment  to  this  defcription  of 
force,*  and  declared  his  intention 
of  fubmitting  to  parliament,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  next  fefiion,  fome  fyf- 
tematic  arrangements,  in  order  to 
render  this  cavalry  a  permanent 
rational  defence,  in  the  manner  of 
the  militia.  According  to  his 
prefent  ideas  it  would  not,  he  faid, 
be  neceffary  in  time  of  peace  to 
tall  out  the  whole  body  more  often 


than  once  in  four  years ;  and  con- 
fequently  but  a  trifling  expence 
would  be  incurred  by  the  country. 

Such  was  the  ufual  bufinefs  of 
the  feffion.  We  next  come  to  the 
difcuffion  of  thofe  meafures  which 
were  rendered  neceffary  by  peculiar 
circumftances  ;  and  which  were,  in¬ 
deed,  among  the  earlieft  fubjeds 
of  parliamentary  deliberation.  Al¬ 
in  oft  as  foon  as  the  two  houfes  met, 
Mr.  Pitt  gave  notice  ofa  motion  for 
a  committee  to  confider  that  claufe 
of  his  Majefty’s  meffage  which  re¬ 
lated  to  an  invafion.  This  motion 
he  made  on  the  eighteenth  of 
October. 

The  meafures  which  he  propofed 
to  adopt,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
the  country  againft  the  menaced 
defeent,  were  four  in  number.  The 
firft  was  a  levy  on  the  parifhes,  fi~ 
milar  to  that  which  two  years 
before  had  been  fuccefsfully  prac- 
tifed.  On  this  occafion,  however, 
it  was  not  meant  to  confine  it  to 
the  naval  fervice.  Of  the  fifteen 
thoufand  men  to  be  thus  raffed, 
three-fifths  were  intended  to  re¬ 
cruit  the  regiments  of  the  line. 
The  next  plan  was  to  engraft  on 
the  militia  a  fupplementary  militia 
of  fixty-four  thoufand  men.  That 
too  many  individuals  might  not  be 
drawn  at  once  from  their  ufual  pur- 
fuits,  only  one  fixth  part  of  the 
whole  was  to  be  embodied  in  fuc* 
ceffon,  and  trained  for  twenty  days. 
As  the  late  returns  from  the  coun¬ 
ties  proved  the  militia  contingents 
to  be  extremely  difproportioned, 
they  being  in  fome  places  one  in 
three,  and  in  others  one  in  feven, 
Mr.  Pitt  fuggefted  that  the  prefent 
levy  ought  to  be  regulated  by  a 
general  eftimate  of  the  inhabitants 
who  were  able  to  bear  arms.  The 
third  propofition  was  to  raifea  body 
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of  irregular  cavalry,  the  amount  of 
which  he  eftimated  at  twenty  thou- 
fand.  It  was  to  be  furnifhed  by 
thofe  who  kept  horfes ;  every  per- 
fon  who  kept  ten  horfes  being  to 
fupply  one  horfe  and  horfeman,  and 
in  the  fame  proportion  for  more  or 
fewer  horfes.  The  concluding  re¬ 
source  to  which  he  applied,  was 
the  procuring  corps  of  men  who 
from  their  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of 
fire  arms  might  be  of  infinite  utility 
in  haraffing  the  enemy.  For 
thefe  he  looked  to  that  defcription 
of  men  called  game. keepers,  and 
to  others  of  iimilar  claifes.  Thofe 
who  did  not  chufe  to  ferve,  or  to 
procure  fubfitutes,  were  to  be  at 
liberty  to  refign  their  deputations 
as  game. keepers.  The  force  to  be 
thus  obtained  he  imagined  would 
be  feveral  thoufands.  He  concluded 
by  moving  the  necelfary  refolu. 
tions. 

Without,  in  this  ftage  of  the 
bufmefs,  direfily  oppoiing  the  mea- 
fures  rhemfelves,  many  of  the  mem- 
bers  in  oppofition  expreffed  many 
doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  fome 
of  them,  and  the  neceility  of  any. 
Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr. 
Cur  won,  took  an  active  part  on  this 
fide.  They  urged  that  the  mm  in¬ 
ters  had  given  no  evidence  that  an 
invafion  was  impending;  and  they 
declared  it  to  be  their  firm  belief 
that  none  would  be  undertaken.  It 
was  not  obvious  to  them  that  this, 
military  augmentation  was  not 
brought  forward  by  its  propofers 
to  enable  them  to  accomplifh  other 
purpofes  than  thofe  of  home  de¬ 
fence.  Perhaps  it  was  deligned  to 
give  them  the  means  of  carrying  on 
their  chimerical  and  difaftrous 
fchemes  of  con  quell  in  the  weftern 
fiemifphere.  If  fo,  it  could  rot  be 
too  much  deprecated.  It  was 


proper,  therefore,  that  they  fhould 
give  fome  ftronger  pledge  than 
they  had  yet  given  of  the  reflitude 
of  their  intentions.  But  allowing 
that,  in  fadl,  an  invafion  was  me¬ 
ditated  by  the  French,  was  not  this 
a  decifive  proof  of  the  folly  and 
wickednefs  of  thofe  minifters  who 
had  plunged  us  into  an  iniquitous 
war  ;  and,  after  all  their  vaunts  of 
marching  to  Paris,  and  deftroying 
the  enemy,  were  compelled  to  call 
on  the  country  to  adopt  the  moll 
burthenfome  meafures,  to  prevent 
that  very  defpifed  and  abufed  ene^ 
my  from  effecting  its  deilrubtion. 
While  they  were  on  this  fubjeci, 
Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends  did  not 
fpare  the  character  of  the  laft  par¬ 
liament.  They  lavilhed  on  it  their 
hittereft  cenfures.  It  was  by  the 
proceedings  of  that  parliament, 
they  faid,  that  the  conftitution  had 
been  undermined,  and  the  kingdom 
expofed  to  ruin.  Looking  at  the 
plans  now  produced,  though  they 
declined  entering  thus  early  into 
any  detail,  they  coniidered  them  as 
by  no  means  free  from  ferrous  ob¬ 
jection.  To  the  fell  erne  for  calling 
out  the  game-keepers  they  gave 
their  hearty  diffent ;  as  being  at 
once  {hamefaily  oppreflive,  and 
unlikely  to  be  of  an)/  utility.  Nor 
did  they  think  that  the  mode  of 
railing  the  cavalry  was  equitable, 
or  that  it  could  be  fuccefsfully  ex¬ 
ecuted;  or  even  that  the  cavalry 
would  he  of  fo  much  ufe  as  was 
imagined.  To  the  levy  for  the 
army  and  navy  they  were  fome- 
what  lefs  adverfe  ;  but  they  did 
not  fail  to  remind  the  Houfe  that 
it  was  conceived  in  the  very 
fpirit  oi  the  French  requifitions, 
which  had  been  fo  loudly  decried. 

Mr.  Dundas  and  the  chancellor 
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pa!  fpeakers  in  reply.  The  former 
aflerted  that  the  mitiifters  hadfolid 
grounds  for  believing  that  an  in^ 
vafion  was  really  intended.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  attempt  would  ever  be 
made,  it  was,  he  faid,  impoffible 
to  decide.  If  we  wifely  availed 
ourfelves  of  the  precautions  which 
were  fuggefted,  it  was  not  improba¬ 
ble  that  the  enemy  would  be  de¬ 
terred  by  them  from  carrying  his 
projects  into  execution.  As  to  the 
pledge  which  was  required  from  the 
miniftry,  he  thought  that  the 
pledge  which  their  refp'onfibility 
afforded  was  fully  fufficient.  This 
idea,  however,  was  ridiculed  by 
his  opponents,  who  were  of  opi¬ 
nion  that,  thanks  to  fuch  confiding 
houfes  of  parliament  as  the  laft  had 
been,  the  refponfibility  of  minifters 
was  become  nothing  more  than  an 
abfolute  mockery.  They  were  not 
better  fatisfied  with  another  part  of 
his  fpeech,  in  which  he  hinted  at 
the  wifdom  of  having  a  force  to 
employ  in  offenfive  operations,  in 
cafe  the  republicans  fhould  reject 
our  overtures  for  peace  ;  a  hint 
which  was  certainly  better  calcu¬ 
lated  to  excite  than  to  allay  thofe 
fears  which  they  had  manifefted, 
with  refped  to  the  real  purpofe  of 
the  plans  on  which  they  were  now 
debating. 

Mr.  Pitt  fpoke  more  at  length 
than  his  colleague;  but  by  far 
the  largeft  portion  of  his  fpeech 
was  occupied  in  vindicating  and 
eulogizing  the  late  parliament,  and 
in  defcanting  on  fome  fhades  of 
difference  in  the  fentiments  ex- 
preffed  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  from  which  he  drew  the  con- 
clufion  that  their  reafoning  againft 
minifters  was  inconfiftent  and  inter- 
deftrudive. 

After  a  few  defultory  obferva- 
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tions  from  other  members,  the  re- 
folutions  were  agreed  to. 

When  the  game-keepers’  bill 
was  brought  in,  a  ftrong  diftike  of 
it  was  fhown  by  feveral  members. 
It  was  in  vain  that  Mr,  Rofe  de¬ 
clared,  that  the  game-keepers  were 
only  to  be  called  out  when  the  mili¬ 
tia  were,  and  that  gentlemen  who, 
having  taken  out  licences  to  fports 
were  liable  to  ferve,  would  have 
leave  to  provide  fubftitutes.  Nor 
was  more  fatisfadion  given  by 
Mr.  Pitt’s  fubfequent  affurance, 
that,  as  the  objects  of  the  bill  were 
already  expert  in  the  ufe  of  the 
mufket,  no  training  was  wanted, 
and  it  would  be  unneceffary  to  call 
them  into  activity  before  an  inva- 
fion  took  place.  Mr.  Sheridan 
maintained  that  the  bill  was  a  ftig- 
ma  on  the  good  fenfe  of  the  houfe 
and  of  the  nation  ;  that  it  was  un¬ 
intelligible  in  ftyle,  and  incapable 
of  amendment  either  in  its  language 
or  tenor;  and  he  laughingly  added 
that  he  had  too  much  refped  for 
the  underftanding  of  Mr.  Pitt  to 
credit  that  he  was  the  author  of 
fuch  an  abfurdity  :  homebody  muft 
undoubtedly,  he  faid,  have  put  into 
his  hands,  in  the  fhape  of  a  bill,  a 
bad  tranftatioh  of  a  German  ro¬ 
mance.  Finding  that  the  plan  was 
fo  much  difrelilhed,  the  chancellor 
poftponed  the  fecond  reading  for  a 
fortnight,  and  ultimately  aban¬ 
doned  the  bill. 

The  ad  to  raife  9,000  men  for 
the  army,  and  6,000  for  the  navy, 
palled  through  both  houfes  unop- 
pofed.  Of  the  number  to  be  levied 
2,000  were  to  be  fupplied  by  Scot¬ 
land. 

The  militia  and  cavalry  ads  did 
not  proceed  quite  fo  fmoothly  in 
their  progrefs.  On  a  motion  be¬ 
ing  made  for  recommitting  the 
[  F  4]  militia 
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militia  bill,  Mr.  Curwen  oppofed 
the  motion,  and  an  animated  de¬ 
bate  enfued.  In  his  arguments 
there  was  nothing  of  novelty. 
His  conviction  of  the  non-ex iftence 
of  the  alleged  danger  was  the  rea- 
fon  which  he  again  affigned  for  his 
oppofition  to  the  meafure.  It  did 
not  appear  probable  to  him,  after 
the  Ioffes  which  file  had  fuftained 
in  this  campaign,  that  France  would 
hazard  a  defee nt  ;  and  he  ftiil 
feared  that  the  fatal  fyftem  of 
Weft  Indian  conqueft  was  at  the 
bottom  of  our  yaft  and  expennve 
preparations.  He  promifed,  never- 
thelefs,  to  yield  his  concurrence, 
if  the  minifters  would  give  fatisfae- 
tory  evidence  that  the  danger  was 
yeal. 

In  his  reply,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  fpoke  with  fome 
warmth  refpedling  the  doubts  which 
were  entertained  ;  and  he  appeared 
to  confide r  them  as  infill  ting  and 
indcfenfible  after  the  danger  of  an 
invafton  had  been  announced  from 
the  throne;  and  that,  too,  in  fo 
folemn  and  preffmg  a  manner.  If 
any  thing  had,  he  faid,  been  want¬ 
ing  to  convince  him  of  the  reality 
of  the  danger,  every  thing  that 
had  occurred  from  that  day  to  this, 
had  ftrengthened  his  apprehenftons. 
After  what  he  knew  of  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  putting  the  defign  in¬ 
to  execution,  he  fhouki  have  con- 
ceived  himfelf  to  be  guilty  of  the 
lilgheft  crime  againft  his  fovereign 
and  the  country,  had  he  negledled 
to  call  upon  parliament  to  exercife 
its  wifdpm  in  deviling  thofe  mea- 
fures  which  might  tend  to  avert  the 
threatened  attempt,  or  to  turn  it 
to  the  confcfion  and  ruin  of  the 
®nemy. 

-  The  tone  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 
fpoke n  called  forth  an  acrimonious 


rejoinder  from  Mr.  Fox,  who 
treated  with  contempt  the  idea  of 
being  fatisfied  by  the  fpeeeh  from 
the  throne  ;  a  fpeeeh  which  was 
always  looked  upon  as  the  fpeeeh 
of  the  minifter.  The  diftruft  felt 
by  his  party  he  juftified  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  the  practice  of 
the  minifters  to  make  ufe  of  falfe 
pretences ;  and  as  affording  a  pre- 
fumption  that,  even  in  this  inftance, 
they  had  fome  hidden  intention, 
he  referred  to  the  fpeeeh  of  Mr. 
Dundas  on  a  former  evening.  This 
he  followed  up  by  a  vehement  in¬ 
ventive  againft  the  eonduft  of  the 
miniftry  in  the  years  1792  and 
1794.  In  the  one  cafe,  when  they 
called  out  the  militia  and  fortified 
the  tower,  they  themfelves  difoe- 
lieved  the  alarm  which  they  were 
fpreading;  and,  in  the  other,  when 
they  dragged  innocent  men  to  trial 
for  high  treafon,  they  had  not  the 
fhadow  of  a  pretext  to  authorize 
their  fh  a  me  fill  proceedings.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  if  an  invafton  were  threat-, 
ened,  he  for  one,  would  call  upon  the 
people  to  reftft  it  with  all  their  might. 
He  would  fay  to  them,  be  unani¬ 
mous  in  your  exertions;  be  vigor¬ 
ous  in  your  efforts;  draw  your 
purfes  freely  ;  contribute  your  per¬ 
sonal  labours  cheerfully.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  would  warn  them  to 
guard  againft  domeftic  enemies  as 
well  as  againft  foreign.  But,  be- 
caufe  he  approved  of  refiftance  to 
invafton,  was  he,  therefore,  to 
give  his  affent  blindfold  to  the 
plans  which  were  now  before  him  ? 
In  thofe  plans  he  thought  there  was 
much  that  ought  to  carefully 
weighed.  Was  there  nothing  in 
the  boundlefs  expence  which  they 
impofed  ?  Was  it  a  light  thing 
the  calling  out  fo  many  men,  put¬ 
ting  them  under  martial  law,  and 

unde? 
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zander  officers  of  the  crown,  and 
teaching  them  to  imbibe  military- 
notions  and  prejudices ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand  there  ex  died  in 
thefe  new  laws  none  of  thofe  checks 
and  guards  which  were  contained 
in  the  old  militia  ads  ;  and  this  at 
a  period,  too,  when  the  eredion 
of  barracks  all  over  the  iiland 
evinced  that  there  was  an  eftablifh- 
ed  fyftem  of  feparating  thefoldiery 
from  the  people  ?  As  to  the 
cavalry  ad,  h£  declared  that  it  was 
fo  impradicable  and  tyrannical, 
and  tended  to  impofe  fuch  enor¬ 
mous  and  almoft  intolerable  taxes, 
that,  even  were  an  invalion  certain, 
it  ought  to  be  rejeded.  As,  how¬ 
ever,  the  minifter  bad  given  more 
pofitive  affurance  than  before  that 
a  defeent  on  our  territory"  was  me¬ 
ditated,  both  he  and  Mr,  Curwen 
forbore  to  oppofe  the  recommitment 
of  the  bill. 

As  foon  as  Mr,  Fox  had  fat 
down,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  rofe  and  Hated,  in  unequivo¬ 
cal  terms,  that,  fubfequent  to  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  information  which  led  him 
to  apprehend  ferious  danger  of  an 
attempt  on  fome  part  of  this 
iiland  ;  and,  though  he  did  not 
name  Ireland,  he  faid  quite  enough 
tofhew  that  it  was  equally  menaced 
by  an  attack  from  the  republicans. 

In  the  fubfequent  ftages  of  the 
militia  ad  no  further  oppofition  was 
made  to  the  principle.  To  the 
details  fome  objedions  were  ftarfed. 
Mr.  Sheridan,  among  other  things, 
contended  that  it  was  ufelefs,  and 
m  fome  degree  opprefflve,  to  pro- 
trad  its  operation  as  far  as  three 
months  beyond  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace,  or  even  till  the  clofe  of  the 
war ;  as  the  war  might;  continue 
jnuch  longer  than  there  was  any 


[89 

fear  of  invafion.  Mr.  Pitt  refufed 
to  agree  to  his  amendment,  which 
limited  the  bill  to  two  months  after 
the  next  feffion,  but  eonfented  to 
fnorten  the  period  to  one  month 
after  the  figning  of  a  peace. 

The  only  diviilon  which  took 
place  was  on  a  claufe  for  exempting 
peifons  having  children  ;  Sir  W. 
Young,  the  propofer  of  the  claufe, 
being  defirous  that  two  children 
might  exempt,  and  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  infilling  on  three. 
The  latter  number  was  carried  by 
ninety-three  voices  again!!  twenty- 
two. 

In  the  lad:  Page  of  the  bill  Mr, 
Sheridan  made  an  effort  to  do  away 
a  dillindion,  which  he  with  reafon 
confidered  as  both  odious  and  un- 
juft.  He  moved  to  expunge  that 
part  of  the  oath  which  compelled 
the  militia  man  to  fwear  that  he 
was  a  proteftant.  In  this,  how¬ 
ever,  he  failed,  and  the  bill  was 
palled  with  the  oath  in  its  original 
form. 

When  the  report  of  the  cavalry 
bill  was  brought  up  it  was  ftrerru- 
oufly  oppofed  by  general  Ta rhetors, 
who  contended  that  the  levies  to 
be  obtained  by  the  bill  would  be 
unfit  to  take  the  field  ;  and  that 
there  was  no  probability  that  an  in- 
vafton  was  ferioufly  intended.  He 
was  eloquently  feconded  by  Mr. 
Fox,  who  exp  re  fled  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  with  refpett  to  the  menaced 
defeent,  at  leaft  as  far  as  related  to 
this  country.  The  bill  he  ftigma- 
tized  as  perplexed,  intricate,  ab- 
furd,  oppreffive,  and  wholly  im¬ 
practicable;  and  he  laughed  to 
fcorn  the  idea  that  it  would  pro¬ 
duce  any  other  effect  than  that  of 
over-burthening  and  irritating  the 
people.  In  fpite  of  the  care  which 
had  been  bellowed  on  it  in  the 
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committee,  there  were,  he  faid, 
parts  of  it  which  no  human  under- 
handing  could  comprehend.  It 
would  he  far  wifer  to  trull  to  the 
fpontaneous  zeal  of  Englilhmen  in 
the  hour  of  peril,  than  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  cany  into  execution  fuch 
a  wretched  meafure  as  this.  Avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  af¬ 
forded  by  the  hints  which,  on  a 
former  night,  the  minifter  had 
thrown  out  concerning  the  danger 
of  Ireland,  Mr.  Fox  now  turned 
from  the  bill,  to  indulge  in  a  bitter 
attack  on  the  manner  in  which  that 
country  was  governed.  The  mafs 
of  the  people  he  reprefen  ted  as  be¬ 
ing  treated  more  like  cattle  than 
like  men ;  their  parliament  he 
termed  a  mockery,  and  a  contemp¬ 
tible  monopoly ;  and  he  advifed 
the  minifters,  if  they  ferioufly 
w ilhed  to  fecure  that  kingdom,  to 
reftore  to  the  Irilh  their  juft  rights, 
and  to  give  them  fuch  a  conftitu- 
tion  as  they  could  look  up  to  with 
reverence.  It  was  not  yet  too 
late,  he  faid,  to  apply  a  remedy, 
though  a  ftiort  delay  might  perhaps 
make  it  fo. 

The  latter  part  of  Mr.  Fox’s 
fpeech  was  heard  with  great  anger 
by  fome  of  the  friends  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  hers,  Mr.  Ryder  defcribed  it 
as  a  colleClion  of  inflammatory 
matter;  as  holding  out  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  enemy ;  and  as  being 
more  like  the  mahifefto  of  a  French 
general  than  the  fpeech  of  a  Britifh 
fenator.  Mr.  Wilberforce  joined 
him,  and  accufed  the  oppoiition 
party  of  being  deftrous  to  palfy 
the  arm,  and  to  cripple  the  exer¬ 
tions,  of  the  executive  power.  lie 
would  not,  he  faid,  charge  them 
with  w idling  for  an  invalion,  but 
he  believed  that  they  would  not  be 
difpieafed  at  any  fmall  mifchief  be¬ 


falling  the  country,  provided  they 
could  take  advantage  of  it  to  ex¬ 
pel  the  minifters  from  office. 

This  fweeping  condemnation 
called  up  Mr,  Sheridan,  who  re¬ 
torted  with  all  the  feverity  of  his 
wit  and  eloquence.  The  fpeech  of 
Mr.  Wilberforce  he  conftdered  as 
the  mod  extraordinary  and  unpro¬ 
voked  libel  that  had  ever  been  ut¬ 
tered  within  the  walls  of  that 
houfe.  For  whatever  injury,  how¬ 
ever,  it  infliCIed,  he-  took  ample 
vengeance.  Nor  did  the  minifter 
efcape  without  his  fhare  of  invec¬ 
tive  ;  every  term  in  the  vocabu¬ 
lary  of  reproach  being  exhaufted 
by  Mr.  Sheridan,  to  exprefs  to¬ 
wards  him  his  feeiingsof  indignant 
hatred. 

After  a  defultory  converfation, 
in  which  feveral  members  bore  a 
part,  the  houfe  divided  on  the 
queftion  of  receiving  the  report, 
which  was  carried  by  104  ayes 
againft  30  noes. 

A  few  amendments  were  made 
in  the  fubfequent  ftages,  but  no  de¬ 
bate  took  place,  and  the  bill  was 
pailed.  Its  opponents,  however, 
did  not  fail  to  prediCl  that,  when  it 
came  to  be  executed,  the  validity 
of  their  objections  to  it  would  be 
fully  demonftrated. 

Their  predictions  were  fpeedily 
verified.  In  about  a  month,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  found 
it  neceflary  not  only  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  ca¬ 
valry  aCt,  but  alfo  the  fupplemen- 
tary  militia  and  the  parifti  quota 
aCts.  On  this  occafion  Mr.  Fox 
moved  to  repeal  inftead  of  amend¬ 
ing  the  militia  aCt  ;  and  the  fame 
kind  of  motion  was  made  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  cavalry  aCt,  by  Mr. 
Biddulph.  It  was  urged  that  both 
thefe  laws  were  highly  oppreffive  ; 

that 
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that  they  were  detefted  by  the 
people  ;  and  that  they  were  alio 
unnecefi'ary,  there  being  no  reafon 
whatever  to  exped  an  invasion.  It 
was  argued  on  the  other  fide,  that 
they  might  eafily  be  amended ; 
that  the  diflike  of  them  was  not 
general ;  and  that  the  danger 
which  they  were  intended  to  guard 
againft  hill  exifted.  The  motions 
for  a  repeal  were,  of  courfe,  nega¬ 
tived.  Among  the  amendments 
introduced  was  one  which  was  ori¬ 
ginally  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Sheridan. 
That  claufe  of  the  oath  which 
compelled  the  militia  man  tofwear 
that  he  was  a  proteftant  was  now 
omitted  ;  and  thus  an  opening  was 
made  for  the  lower  clafs  of  catho¬ 
lics  to  take  their  part  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  country.  Nothing 
ihort,  indeed,  of  the  moft  ftupid 
bigotry  could  have  cheriihed  the 
idea  of  excluding  them  from  it, 
after  the  numerous  and  perfevering 
proofs  which  they  had  given  of 
their  loyalty. 

As  catholics  had  been  thus  ad¬ 
mitted  toferveas  privates,  itappear- 
ed  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  that  there 
could  be  no  pretence  for  not  permit- 
ing  them  to  become  officers,  in  the 
fupplementary  militia  and  provi- 
fional  cavalry.  He  confequently, 
on  the  twenty -fecond  of  May, 
brought  in  a  bill  to  enable  them 
to  hold  comraiffions  in  thofe  two 
kinds  of  force.  Mr.  W.  Smith 
moved  a  claufe  to  admit  proteftant 
diflenters  alfo,  without  taking  the 
qualifications  required  by  the  teft 
aft.  The  claufe  was  received,  and 
the  bill  was  pafled  by  the  commons. 

In  the  upper  houfe,  when  the 
order  of  the  day  was  moved  on  the 
eleventh  of  July,  for  the  fecond 
reading,  Lord  Kenyon  moved  that 
the  bill  Ihould  be  read  on  that  day 
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three  months.  His  reafon s  were 
that  the  bill  broke  in  upon  the  teft: 
aft,  and  that  it  was  too  late  in  the 
feffion  to  procure  fuch  an  attendance 
of  peers,  efpecially  of  the  fpiritual 
peers,  as  there  ought  to  be  when  fo 
important  a  meafure  was  debated. 
Adverfe  as  he  was  to  the  bill,  his 
language  was  dignified  and  moder¬ 
ate.  Not  fuch  was  the  cafe  with 
that  which  was  ufed  by  the  bifhop 
of  Rochefter.  Though  the  meafure 
had  been  nearly  two  months  before 
parliament,  he  chofe  to  talk  of  the 
houfe  being  taken  by  furprife,  and 
to  expatiate  on  the  indecency  of 
bringing  it  forward  in  the  dog 
days,  when  fo  many  lords  were  ab- 
fent.  The  teft  act  he  held  to  be 
the  bulwark  of  the  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  eftablifhment,  and  this  bill 
he  conftdered  as  ftriking  at  the  root 
of  it.  That  the  catholics  were 
loyal  fubjeds  he  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  allow,  though  he  was 
not  willing  to  grant  any  thing  to 
them  ;  but  for  this  conceflien  he 
indemnified  hirhfelf  by  a  violent 
and  illiberal  philippic  againft  the 
proteftant  diflenters,  the  whole 
mafs  of  whom  he  boldly  accufed  of 
being  at  once  enemies  to  the  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  conftitution.  With 
them,  he  faid,  under  the  colour  of 
religious  difference,  fad  ion  had 
been  conftantly  at  the  bottom.  As 
if  to  deter  his  hearers  from  contra- 
diding  his  decorous  aflertion,  he 
arrogantly  added,  that  the  man 
muft  be  an  idiot,  who,  upon  a 
perufal  of  hiftory,  and  from  careful 
obfervation,  did  not  perceive  this 
to  be  their  true  charader. 

The  bill  was  vindicated  by  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  the  earl  of  Car- 
lille,  and  lord  Hawke;  and  op- 
pofed,  among  others,  by  the  bifhop 

of  Briftol,  the  lord  chancellor,  a°d 
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lord  Auckland.  On  a  divifion  it 
was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of 
feventeen. 

The  lad  precautionary  meafure 
which  was  taken  was  the  effablifh- 
ment  of  a  militia,  confining  of  fix 
thoufand  men,  in  Scotland.  The 
bill  went  through  both  houfes,  with 
no  debate,  and  but  few  remarks  on 
it.  As  the  Scotch  militia  was  ex¬ 
empted  by  it  from  being  called  into 
England,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  en¬ 
deavoured  to  put  it  on  the  fame 
footing  as  the  Englifh,  which  was 
liable  to  be  fent  into  Scotland  ;  but 
his  motion  was  negatived,  on  the 
plea  that,  the  meafure  being  a  no¬ 
vel  one,  every  thing  ought  to  be 
done  to  render  it  as  palatable  as 
pofTible  to  the  Scottifh  people. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  the 
care  which  had  been  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  it  from  being  obnoxious,  it 
was  viewed  with  an  evil  eye  by 
the  Scottifh  peafantry,  among  whom 
the  mold  falfe  and  abfuid  reports 
were  fpread  with  refpedf  to  its  ten¬ 
dency.  In  many  places,  when  the 
time  approached  for  carrying  it 
into  effeft,  particularly  at  Jed¬ 
burgh,  Eccles,  Dumbarton,  Sel¬ 
kirk,  and  Tranent,  immenfe  mobs 
collected  together,  and  violent  riots 
were  the  eonfequence.  The  lifts 
for  the  ballot  were  in  feveral  in- 
Pances  feized  and  carried  off.  At 
Tranent  the  magiflrates  were  at¬ 
tacked  in  their  place  of  fitting, 
and  would  have  been  murdered  had 
rot  the  military  been  called  to 
their  affiftance.  On  this  occafion, 
the  mob  with  bludgeons  and  fhow- 
ers  of  flones  affailed  the  foldiers 
both  in  the  flreet,  and  from  the 
tops  of  houfes  ;  nor  were  they  dif. 
lodged  without  an  obftinate  con- 
tcft,  in  the  courfe  of  which  feveral 


of  the  rioters  were  killed  or 
wounded. 

While  fome  were  of  opinion 
that,  by  the  meafures  which  we 
have  defended,  the  minifters  were 
incurring  an  immenfe  expence  to 
guard  againft  an  improbable  dan¬ 
ger  ;  others,  on  the  contrary,  be¬ 
lieved  that  not  enough  had  yet 
been  done  to  put  the  country  into 
a  fituation  to  fruftrate  the  projects 
of  the  republican  rulers.  Shortly 
after  the  Chriftmas  reeefs,  Colonel 
Wood  took  an  opportunity  to  touch 
upon  this  fubjett.  He  deferibed 
the  public  alarm  as  extreme ; 
thought  that  it  originated  from 
want  of  confidence  in  the  miniffers; 
afferted  that  there  were  in  the 
kingdom  barely  arms  fufficient  for 
the  troops  already  embodied  ;  2nd 
finally  announced  his  defign  of 
moving  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
fleps  which  the  government  had 
taken  for  the  national  defence. 
Nothing  further,  however,  paffed 
on  this  occafion  than  a  few  words 
from  Mr,  Pitt,  who  declined  en¬ 
tering  into  the  quell  ion,  and  hint¬ 
ed  that  the  honourable  member 
had  not  chofen  a  proper  feafon  for 
introducing  it. 

Nearly  a  month  elapfed  before 
Colonel  Wood  again  brought  the 
fubjeft  under  the  view  of  the  Houfe. 
It  is  probable  that  he  would  ha?e 
abandoned  his  intention,  had  not, 
in  the  interim,  the  French  attempt 
on  Ireland  occurred  to  fHmulare 
him.  Pie  moved  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  hefeeching  him  to  direft 
his  royal  highnefs  the  commander 
in  chief,  and  the  mafter-general  of 
the  ordnance,  in  conjunflion  with 
other  able  and  experienced  naval 
and  military  officers,  to  confider 
the  prefent  flate  of  the  defence  of 
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the  country,  and  to  confult  and  de¬ 
termine  on  any  other  meafure  of 
fecurity  which  it  might  appear  eli¬ 
gible  to  adopt.  This  motion  was 
feconded  by  Sir  John  Sinclair. 

The  fpeech  of  Colonel  Wood 
was  not  of  much  length;  nor  was 
it  overloaded  with  argument.  A f- 
fuming  the  careleffnefs  of  the  mi- 
nifters  as  a  fad,  and  that  the  fears 
of  the  people  were  more  excited  by 
that  careleffnefs  than  by  the 
French,  he  cenfured  them  for  a- 
dopting  little  temporary  expedi¬ 
ents,  and  advifed  them  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  enemy,  the 
chief  luccefs  of  whofe  military 
operations  was  due  to  a  military 
council,  conapofed  of  men  of  the 
hrll  abil  ities,  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  Carnot.  He  again  complained 
that  the  quantity  of  arms  in  {lore 
was  inadequate,  and  infilled  that  it 
ought  to  be  fpeedily  encreafed. 
The  fecurity  of  the  peace  and  order 
of  the  metropolis,  fnould  it  be 
found  neceffary  to  march  the  troops 
to  the  coafl,  ought  like  wife  to  be 
provided  for  in  time,  and  not  de¬ 
layed  till  the  preffure  of  circum- 
fiances  might  render  it  impracti¬ 
cable.  He  alfo  fuggefled  that  a 
military  array,  for  a  few  hours 
every  week,  of  all  the  men  capa¬ 
ble  of  bearing  arms,  efpecially 
toward  the  coafl,  would  be  a  cheap 
and  eligible  meafure.  In  his  opi¬ 
nion,  all  the  reafons  recently  af- 
ligned  for  the  difappearance  of 
fpecie  were  erroneous,  that  event 
being  entirely  occafioned  by  timid 
perfons  withdrawing  their  money 
in  order  to  hoard  it.  Nor  would 
the  effeCt  ceafe  till  that  caufe  was 
done  away.  It  had,  he  faid,  been 
originally  his  intention  to  move 
tor  a  fecret  committee  of  the  houfe  ; 
but,  on  confideration,  he  had  chafers 
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to  adopt  the  prefen t  mode,  which 
was  juftified  by  precedents  as  old 
as  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  as 
recent  as  twelve  years  ago,  when 
the  protection  of  the  dock  yards 
was  under  debate,  and  the  fuggef* 
tion  of  affembling  a  board  of  offfi* 
cers  was  cordially  agreed  to  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  his  motion 
would  meet  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  minifler,  and  of  the  houfe 
of  commons. 

His  hopes,  however,  were  not 
gratified.  The  motion  was  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham,  Mr.  Courtenay,  and  feveral 
other  members.  Mr.  Dundas  took 
the  lead,  and  afferted  that  the 
propofed  board  was  wholly  unne- 
ceflary,  and  that  the  motion  itfelf 
was  an  implied  cenfure  on  the 
Duke  of  York.  With  refpeCl  to 
the  employment  of  able  officers, 
that,  he  faid,  was  already  attended 
to  ;  and  to  prove  that  it  was  fo, 
he  fpecified  the  names  of  many  who 
were  employed.  He  confequently 
moved  that  the  Houfe  do  adjourn. 
Mr.  Windham  expreffed  nearly  the 
fame  fentiments ;  and  contended 
that  the  motion  was  not  fo  muck 
what  it  profeffed  to  be,  as  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  put  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  into  a  new  commiffion  ;  in 
which  cafe  the  question  would  be, 
whether  it  was  removed  into  better 
hands. 

Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Colo¬ 
nel  Fullarton,  and  others,  oppofed 
the  adjournment,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  highly  neceffary  to 
fatisfy  the  people  that  every  thing 
that  was  practicable  was  done  for 
their  defence.  Ireland,  they  faid, 
had  undoubtedly  been  negleCled  in 
a  very  criminal  manner. 

Colonel  Wood,  in  reply,  di fa- 

vowed 
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vowed  any  intention  of  imputing 
blame  to  the  Duke  of  York  ;  and, 
as  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  appeared 
to  be  againft  him,  he  declined  to 
prefs  the  queftion  to  a  divifion. 

That  the  recent  attempt  of  the 
French  upon  Ireland,  fruftrated 
only  by  the  fortunate  violence  of 
tempefts,  fhould  be  palled  over  in 
parliament,  with  merely  a  few  al¬ 
lusions  to  it,  introduced  in  the 
courfe  of  debates  on  other  quef- 
tions,  was  a  thing  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  ;  and  indeed,  not  to  be  de¬ 
filed.  It  was  indifputably  a  fub- 
jedl  which  called  for  a  fcrious  en¬ 
quiry.  Such  was  the  opinion  not 
only  of  thofe  who  were  in  a  Rate 
of  conftant  hoftility  to  the  minif- 
ters,  but  alfo  of  many  who  were 
friendly  to  them  on  aimoft  all  oc- 
cafions.  The  long  knowledge  which 
thofe  minifters  had  pofieffed  of  the 
enemy’s  defigns  againft  the  two 
iflands,  and  the  ccftly  and  expen- 
five  meafures  of  precaution  which 
they  had,  in  confequence,  believed 
it  indifpenfably  neceifary  to  pro¬ 
pose,  fcemed  to  render  it  ftrange, 
if  not  unaccountable,  that  the  re¬ 
publicans  fhould  have  been  able  to 
find  any  point  of  our  Chores  in  an 
unguarded  date. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons,  Mr, 
Whitbread,  on  the  third  of  March, 
and  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  the  earl 
of  Albemarle,  on  the  fixteenth  of 
the  fame  month,  moved  for  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  enquiry.  In  the  com¬ 
mons,  the  motion  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  and  Mr. 
Sturt  ;  and  in  the  lords  by  the 
earl  of  Carlifle,  the  marquis  of 
Abercorn,  the  earls  of  Guildford 
and  Scarborough,  earl  Moira,  earl 
Fitzwiiliam,  the  marquis  of  Lanf- 
downe,  and  the  duke  of  Bedford. 
In  the  former,  it  was  oppofed  by 


Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Windham,  and 
Mr.  Pitt ;  in  the  latter  by  earl 
Spencer,  the  earls  of  Liverpool  and 
Errol,  and  lords  Hood,  Auck¬ 
land,  and  Grenville.  The  chief 
burthen  of  contending  againft  it 
was  born  by  Mr.  Dundas,  and  earl 
Spencer. 

The  debate  in  both  houfes  was 
long  and  animated.  Much,  how¬ 
ever,  that  was  faid,  particularly 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  added 
nothing  to  the  weight  of  argu¬ 
ment.  It  confifted  of  the  ufual 
feries  of  attacks  on  the  general 
condud  of  the  minifters,  and  on  the 
propriety  of  the  meafures  which  we 
have  lately  feen  difcufied.  The 
reafoning  which  was  brought  to 
bear  on  the  queftion  itfelf,  lay 
within  a  narrow  ccmpafs. 

It  was  contended  by  the  friends 
of  the  motion,  that  the  circuin- 
ftance  of  the  French  having  reached 
our  Chores,  and  then  efcaped,  when 
we  had  fuch  an  immenfe  maritime 
force,  and  had  reafon  to  expeft  an 
attack,  was  a  difgrace  to  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  proved  that  neither 
wifdom  or  vigilance  had  been  dis¬ 
played  .  Had  the  French,  it  was 
faid,  landed  but  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  men,  they  might  have  cap¬ 
tured  Cork,  deftroyed  our  maga¬ 
zines  of  naval  ftores,  and  thus 
crippled  our  navy  for  twelve  months 
to  come.  Why  had  not  inftrudtions 
been  given  to  admiral  Colpoys,  in 
cafe  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron  elud¬ 
ing  him,  to  proceed  for  Ireland 
immediately  ?  and  why  did  he  re¬ 
turn  to  Spithead,  after  he  was  at 
length  apprized  that  the  republi¬ 
cans  were  at  fea  ?  Was  it,  as  had 
been  rumoured,  a  want  of  provi- 
fions,  water,  or  fuel,  that  had  com¬ 
pelled  this  ill-timed  return  ?  They 
likewife  alked  why  a  fufficient  force 
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had  not  been  provided  for  lord 
Bridport  ?  why  his  fleet  had  not 
been  ready  to  depart  till  the 
twenty-ninth  or  thirtieth,  though 
orders  to  fail  had  been  fent  to  it  on 
the  twenty-fecond  ?  and  what  was 
the  caufe  that,  when  it  did  fail,  it 
moved  fo  ilowly  down  the  Chan¬ 
nel  ?  To  the  admirals  they  did 
not,  they  faid,  mean  to  impute  the 
fhadow  of  blame ;  they  had  no 
doubt  that  thofe  gallant  officers 
had  done  all  that  lay  within  their 
power.  It  was  impoffible,  how¬ 
ever,  they  thought,  to  exculpate 
the  minifters  from  the  charge  of 
having  been  grofsly  negligent. 

It  was  replied,  by  the  minifters, 
that  in  this  cafe,  every  thing  had 
been  done  that  prudence  could  fug- 
geft.  One  fleet  was  ftationed  off 
Breft  to  watch  the  enemy,  and  in¬ 
tercept  the  expedition ;  and  ano¬ 
ther  fleet  was  kept  in  readinefs  at 
home,  to  relieve  the  fleet  off  Breft 
if  neceftary;  or  to  purfue  the  ene¬ 
my  if  he  fhould  fail.  In  the  un¬ 
certainty  which  prevailed  with  re- 
fped  to  the  enemy’s  intentions, 
Portugal  and  other  points  being 
menaced  as  wrell  as  Ireland,  no  bet¬ 
ter  arrangements  could  be  devifed. 
To  have  given  pofltive  orders  to 
admiral  Colpoys  to  fail  to  Ireland, 
when  there  was  a  ftrong  probability 
that  the  attack  might  fall  on  fome 
other  quarter,  would  have  been  an 
impolitic  meafure.  That  the  French 
quitted  Breft  unfeen,  was  no  won¬ 
der.  So  heavy  were  the  fogs,  that 
it  was  impoffible  for  admiral  Col¬ 
poys  to  keep  even  his  own  (hips  un¬ 
der  his  obfervation,  and  the  confe- 
quence  was,  that  though  a  frigate 
was  in  fearch  of  him  with  the  in¬ 
telligence,  he  did  not  learn  till  the 
twenty-fourth,  that  the  enemy  had 
pat  to  fea  no  lefs  than  eight  days 
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before.  On  the  feventeenth,  there 
had  been  a  hurricane,  and  the  hope 
that  all  or  part  of  the  hoftile  fqua- 
dron  might  have  been  difabled  by 
the  ftorm,  and  would  be  forced  to 
put  back,  induced  him  to  continue 
off  Breft.  Being  unable  to  keep 
his  ftation  there,  he  failed  for  the 
Lizard  point,  which  was  the  beft 
quarter  for  receiving  information 
of  the  enemy,  or  further  orders 
from  the  admiralty.  He  was, 
however,  blown  up  the  Channel  by 
the  fevere  gales ;  and  not  compelled 
to  return  by  the  want  of  provifions. 
With  refpeH  to  the  tardy  move¬ 
ments  of  Lord  Bridport’s  fleet,  they 
ftated  that  neither  the  admiral  nor 
the  minifters  were  cenfurable  for 
them.  The  delay  had  been  en¬ 
tirely  occafioned  by  contrary  winds 
and  tides.  Nor,  when  the  wind 
did  turn,  would  it  have  been  fafe 
to  have  borne  down  channel  under 
a  prefs  of  fail  in  the  dark  and 
ftormy  nights  of  December.  On 
the  whole,  they  denied  that  there 
was  any  ground  for  the  propofed  en« 
quiry,  or  that  the  republicans  had 
any  caufe  for  triumph  on  account 
of  an  expedition  which  had  coft. 
them  fevcral  (hips,  and  four  or  five 
thoufand  men. 

On  a  divifton,  the  motion  was 
loft  in  the  commons  by  200  voices 
egainft  62  ;  and  in  the  lords  by  9 1 
voices  againft  21.  In  both  houfes 
fome  of  thofe  who  ufually  voted 
with  the  minifters,  were  now  found 
in  the  minority. 

Laft  in  order,  we  (hall  mention 
thofe  fubjecls  of  difcuffion  which 
do  not  belong  to  either  of  theclaf- 
fes  which  we  have  already  de¬ 
fer!  bed.  Firft  in  importance 
amongft  them  (lands  the  difpute 
with  Spain,  which  finally  termi¬ 
nated  in  hoftilities.  From  the  pe¬ 
riod 
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riod  of  the  dgning  of  the  treaty 
of  Bafle,  between  the  Spanifh  mo¬ 
narch  and  the  French  republic,  the 
republican  government  feems  daily 
to  have  been  acquiring  an  nfcen- 
dancy  at  the  court  of  Madrid  ;  the 
natural  confequences  of  which  was, 
a  growing  fpirit  of  cavil  and  dif- 
like  in  that  court  towards  this 
country.  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
Britilh  cabinet  endeavoured  to 
conciliate  the  Spanifh  fovereign 
and  his  minifters,  and  to  bring 
them  back  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  their 
own  intereds.  At  length,  unna¬ 
tural  as  fuch  a  coalition  was,  an 
offenfive  and  defenfive  alliance 
was  concluded  between  the  direc¬ 
tory  and  his  catholic  majedy.  It 
was  figned  at  St.  Ildephonfo,  on 
the  nineteenth  of  Auguft,  and  con¬ 
fined  of  nineteen  articles*.  Eng¬ 
land  alone  was  the  object  of  it  ;  a 
ftipulation  being  inferted  that  Spain 
fhould  remain  neuter  with  refpeCt 
to  the  other  enemies  of  the  French 
republic.  By  this  treaty,  either 
party  when  called  on  was  to  fur- 
nifh  fifteen  fail  of  the  line,  fix 
frigates,  and  four  floops ;  with 
eighteen  thoufand  infantry,  and 
fix  thoufand  cavalry  *  and  in  cafe 
of  this  force  proving  infufficient, 
it  was  to  employ  the  whole  of  its 
ilrength.  - 

This  monftrous  anomaly  in  po¬ 
litics,  was  foon  followed  by  the 
Spanifh  declaration  of  war +  ; 
^  *  a  production  which  no  true 

*  Spaniard  could  read  without 
blufhing  for  his  monarch.  From  all 
the  date  papers  that  ever  were  pen¬ 
ned,  it  may  juftly  be  confidered  as 
bearing  away  the  palm  for  falfehood, 
injudice  and  palpable  abfurdity. 
The  pretexts  employed  were  fo 


glaringly  falfe  or  trivial,  that  no* 
thing  but  a  weaknefs  of  intellect, 
bordering  on  imbecility,  could 
have  induced  the  writer  to  venture 
them  before  the  public  eye.  It 
was  anfwered  by  the  Britifh  go* 
vernment,  in  a  counter  declara¬ 
tion  j,  which  was  as  remarkable 
for  calm  dignity  and  clofe  reafoning 
as  the  Spanifh  paper  was  for  quali¬ 
ties  of  an  oppofite  kind.  No  af= 
fertion  made  by  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  however  ridiculous  it  might 
be,  was  fufFered  to  pads  without  a 
full  refutation.  Yet,  moderate  as 
this  manifedo  was,  it  doubtlefs 
wounded  deeply ;  for  there  reigned 
throughout  it  a  tone  ©f  pitying 
forbearance,  which  could  not  fail 
to  be  a  thoufand  times  more  galling 
to  Cadilian  pride,  than  exprefiions 
of  vindictive  anger  could  podibly 
have  been. 

So  obvioufly  juft  was  the  caufe 
of  England,  that  in  both  houfes, 
the  addrefs  to  his  majedy  on  the 
war  was  voted  without  a  diffenting 
voice.  Mr.  Fox  alone  faid  a  few5 
words ;  and  he,  while  he  regretted 
the  Heredity  of  entering  into  anew 
conted,  did  not  exprefs  a  doubt 
with  refpeCt  to  its  judice. 

Spain  was  foon  punifhed  for  her 
fault,  by  the  victory  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent.  On  this  fplendid  occa- 
fion,  the.  thanks  of  the  two  houfes 
were  of  courfe  voted  to  the  victo¬ 
rious  admiral.  In  both  houfes  this 
gave  rife  to  an  animated  converfa- 
tion.  In  the  lords  it  was  fuggeded 
by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  in 
the  commons  by  Mr.  Keene  and 
others,  that  his  majedy  ought  to 
be  addreffed  to  bedow  on  Sir  John 
Jervis  fome  fignal  mark  of  favour. 
The  miniders,  on  the  other  fide. 
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though  they  admitted  to  the  fullelt 
extent,  the  merits  of  the  gallant 
commander,  yet  objected  to  the 
meafure,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
entirely  unprecedented,  and  that  it 
was  in  fome  degree  an  interference 
with  the  royal  prerogative.  No 
doubt,  they  faid,  could  exift  of  the 
fovereign’s  difpofition  to  confer 
honours  where  they  were  fo  well 
deferved.  and  there  would  be  an 
impropriety  in  taking  out  of  the 
hands  of  his  majefty  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  a  talk  which  would  be  fo 
highly  gratifying  to  the  royal  feel¬ 
ing*.  The  validity  of  thefe  argu¬ 
ments  was  denied  in  the  mod  po- 
litive  terms  by  the  members  in 
oppolition,  who  maintained  that 
parliament  had  an  undoubted  right 


to  take  the  ftep  which  they  ad- 
vifed.  That  right,  however,  they 
confented  to  waive,  and  the  origi¬ 
nal  vote  was  accordingly  palled 
amidll  loud  acclamations. 

An  attempt  was  made,  early  in 
the  feftion,  by  General  Fitzpatrick, 
to  obtain  the  royal  intercelfion  in 
favour  of  General  La  Fayette,.  who 
was  confined  in  the  dungeons  of 
Oimufz,  and  who,  greal  as  were 
his  political  faults,  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  treated  with  indefe  libl® 
harfhnefis  It  produced  a  debate 
full  of  argument,  eloquence,  wit, 
farcafm,  and  mutual  reproach;  but 
the  motion  was  finally  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  8 2  ;  there  being 
50  for,  and  1 3  z  againft  it. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Financial  Bttfinefs  of  the  Siffon.  Mr.  Pitt  brings  forward  a  Plan  for 
funding  a  large  Quantity  of  navy  and  exchequer  Bills .  Terms  to  be 
offered  to  the  Holders.  Mr.  Pitt  alludes  to  a  new  Plan  of  iffui  g  navy 
and  exchequer  Bills.  Queftion  put  by  Mr.  Huffy.  Mr.  F  x  attacks  the 
Plan.  He  fates  the  Profits  made  by  fome  of  the  Bill-Holders  to 
he  immenfe ,  and  mentions  fime  of  the  objections  to  the  prfient  Meet- 
fure .  Be  ply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  confders  the  Plan  to  be  highly  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  Public .  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Hnjfey  again  iQntrovert  his 
Arguments.  On  the  fecond  debate  Mr.  Fox  again  oppofes  the  Scheme.  It 
is,  however ,  adopted .  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt ,  to  prevent  navy 
Bills  from  being  ffued  at  a  longer  Date  than  three  Months.  Obfervalion 
of  Mr.  Huffy.  The  Bill  paffes .  Mr.  Pitt  ref  Ives  to  raife  a  loan  by 
an  open  S  ubfeription.  Terms  which  he  ffers.  The  loan  is  rapidly  filled. 
The  Eajl  India  Company  fubferibes  two  Millions ,  of  which  it  agrees  t§ 
pay  the  Interejl.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brings  forward  the 
Budget.  Statement  of  the  Supplies  and  of  the  Ways  and  Means.  Amount 
of  Inter ef  to  be  provided.  Mr.  Pitt  explains  the  Gcrufe  of  the  Increafe  of 
the  navy  Debt  beyond  his  Ffimates .  Detail  of  the  various  new  Taxes « 
He  informs  the  Houfe  that  he  has  furmjhed  Affiance  to  the  Emperor , 
without  the  Knowledge  of  Parliament,  and  calls  jor  a  continuance  of  the 
Confidence  of  the  Houfe.  Remarks  of  Mr.  Grey ,  and  Mr.  Fox,  on 
Mr.  Pitt  s  financial  Statements .  Mr  Fox  feverely  attacks  the  Meafure 
ef  fending  Money  ficretly  to  the  Emperor,  and  attributes  it  to  an  Inten ™ 
tion  of  fuperfedwg  the  Authority  of  the  Commons .  The  Refoluti.ns  mpvea 
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by  Mr.  Pitt  are  carried .  When  the  Repart  is  brought  up,  Mr.  Fix 
again,  reprobates  the  C&nduB  of  Mr*  Pitt  with  great  Severity.  Reply  ef 
Mr*  Pitt »  Sir  W .  Pulteney  agrees  with  the  Oppcjttisn  in  cenfuring 
the  Minijler .  Speech  of  Mr.  Grey ,  who  moves  to  pojlpone  the  reading  of 
the  Reflations.  Afperity  of  Mr.  Wilberforce *  Mr.  Grey's  Motion  is 
■negatived  by  a  large  Majority.  Mr.  Fox  brings  forward  a  Motion  of 
Cenfure  againji  the  Minijler s.  Mr.  Pitt  vindicates  himfelf  \  Mr.  Bragge 
moves  an  amendment ,  which  is  JlrenuouJIy  oppofed  by  the  Oppofition.  It  is 
however,  carried  by  a  large  majority .  Mr.  Fox  moves  two  amendonents 
which  are  negatived *  Mefjage  from  his  MajeJly  telative  to  giving  further 
fuecour  to  the  emperor.  Debates  in  c&nfe^uence.  Taxes  agreed  to.  In 
the  houfe  ef  lords,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  naves  two  amendments  t$  the  loan 
kill f  which  are  negatived. 


financial  bufinefs  of  this 
J®-  year  was  of  frequent  occur¬ 
rences  and  of  a  highly  important 
nature;  and  it  was  confequently 
productive  of  many  and  animated 
debates,  in  which  the  conduCt  of 
the  minifters  was  arraigned  with 
unbaring  feverity.  The  repeated 
impofition  of  heavy  burthens  upon 
the  people  ;  the  certainty  that  fur¬ 
ther  and  dill  heavier  burthens  muft 
be  impofed  ;  the  tottering  date  of 
public  credit ;  and  the  very  ina¬ 
dequate  refu It  that  was  obtained  by 
fo  many  facrifices ;  could  not  fail, 
indeed,  to  incite,  and  apparently 
to  jultify,  the  lamentations  which 
were  poured  forth  on  the  prefen t 
date  of  affairs,  and  the  gloomy 
predictions  which  were  inceffantly 
made  with  refpecf  to  the  future, 
p.  ^  The  firft  financial  meafure 
2gU  which  was  propofed  by  Mr, 
Pitt,  was  one  which  was 
defigned  to  remove  out  of  the  mar¬ 
ket  a  large  mafs  of  navy  and  ex¬ 
chequer  hills,  which,  having  fallen 
to  a  confiderable  difcount,  were 
materially  injurious  to  the  public 
credit.  The  amount  of  thefe  navy 
bills,  of  which  the  periods  of  pay- 
menf  varied  from  one  month  to 
fifteen,  was  little  fhort  of  twelve 
millions;  that  of  exchequer  bills 


was  two  millions  and  a  half.  His 
plan  was  to  fund  the  whole  of  thefe 
bills  ;  allowing  to  the  holders  of 
them  a  bonus,  calculated  accoiding 
to  the  time  at  wrhich  the  bills  were 
payable.  For  this  purpofe,  the 
bills  were  to  be  divided  into  claf- 
fes,  in  the  order  of  their  dates ;  the 
largeft  bonus  to  be  allowed  to  thofe 
bills  which  were  on  the  point  of 
becoming  due.  What  dock  the 
bills  fhould  be  funded  In  was  to 
be  left  to  the  choice  of  the  holders, 
The  bills  were  to  bear  interelt  till 
the  5  2th  of  December ;  and  the 
dividends  to  commence  on  the  three 
and  five  per  cents  from  the  fifth  of 
July,  and  on  the  four  per  cents  from 
the  icthof  Offoher,  The  average 
bonus  upon  ail  the  claffes  he  eiti- 
mated  at  one  and  a  quarter  in  the 
three  per  cents,  two  and  a  quarter 
in  the  four  per  cents,  and  three  and 
a  quarter  in  the  five  per  cents. 
Nearly  the  fame  terms  were  to  be. 
allowed  to  the  pofifefihrs  of  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills.  This  plan,  Mr. 
Pitt  fold,  would  tend  greatly  te- 
relieve  public  credit,  facilitate 
commercial  operations,  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  profperity  of  the 
country.  At  the  fame  time  he 
exprefled  a  hope  that,  in  future  ifo 
fues  of  navy  and  exchequer  bills,  it 

would 
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would  be  poftible  to  devife  regula¬ 
tions  for  iflutng  them  for  fuch  pe¬ 
riods,  and  at  fuch  a  rate  of  intereft, 
as  would  prevent  them  from  falling 
to  a  dilcount  which  was  at  once 
prejudicial  to  individuals  and  to 
the  nation.  He  then  moved  his 
leading  refolution,  to  enable  his 
majefty  to  make  provifion  for  fa- 
tisfying  navy  bills,  to  the  fum  of 
nearly  twelve  millions. 

In  anfwer  to  a  queftion,  from 
Mr.  Hufley,  what  would  be  the 
rate  of  intereft  which  the  public 
would  pay,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  replied,  that  it  would  be 
a  trifle  more  than  five  per  cent. 
He  lamented  that  more  advantage¬ 
ous  terms  could  not  be  procured 
lor  the  public,  and  he  avowed  that 
he  had  been  exceedingly  difap- 
pointed  in  the  fpeculation  which  he 
had  undertaken  :  but  he  contend- 
ed  that  he  had  omitted  no  precau¬ 
tion  that  prudence  could- fuggeft, 
and  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  have  forefeen  the  depreciation 
of  the  bills.  This  was  by  no 
means  fatisfa&ory  to  Mr.  Hufley, 
who  maintained  that  the  conduT  of 
the  minifters,  in  incurring  fuch  an 
amount  of  debt,  was  highly  repre- 
henfible,  and  that  the  terms  which 
were  offered  to  the  holders  of  the 
bills  were,  in  reality,  far  beyond 
what  Mr.  Pitt  had  confefled,  and 
were  extravagant  in  the  extreme. 

The  moil  formidable  opponent 
of  the  meafure  was,  however,  Mr. 
Fox,  who  criticifed  it  with  minute 
attention  and  the  utmoft  feverity. 
The  proceeding  be  considered  as 
ono  Gf  the  moil  improvident  and 
w aft e ful  its  Upon  all  the 

bills  the  Pr°frt  made  by  the  holders 
would,  hefaid>  be  enormous;  but 
on  one  rl/s  °*  them>  including  dif- 
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as  high  as  a  hundred  and  three  per 
cent.  That  government  had  no 
right  to  didate  on  what  terms  the 
bills  fliould  be  funded  he  willingly 
admitted;  nor  did  he  object  to 
funding  them  ;  but,  allowing  all 
this,  and  that  the  bills  muft  be  dif- 
charged  at  ftated  periods,  it  did  not 
loliovv  that,  on  their  being  paid 
confiderably  earlier  than  thole  pe¬ 
riods,  the  terms  fhould  be  as  good, 
far  lefs  that  they  fhould  be  better, 
than  the  holders  would  be  entitled 
to  it  they  were  to  retain  the  bills 
till  the  regular  courfe  of  payment. 
It  ought,  likewife,  to  be  remem. 
bered,  that  navy  and  exchequer 
bills  were  a  fpecies  of  property 
which  could  not  be  applied  to 
commercial  pnrpofes.  They  muff 
be  kept  till  the  regular  time  of 
payment,  with  the  profit  of  only 
lour  per  cent.,  which  was  origi¬ 
nally  allowed  them.  What  pre. 
text,  then,  could  be  alleged  for  the 
lavilh  Doon  which  was  now  propofed 
to  be  given  ?  Why  was  a  bonus  of 
two  per  cent,  to  be  offered  to  in¬ 
duce  perfons  to  exchange  this  in¬ 
convertible  property  for  one  that 
was  convertible  ?  It  was  alfo,  he 
thought,  another  objection  of 
weight  that,  as  the  fcheme  now 
ftood,  the  one  party  was  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  bound,  while  the  other 
would  remain  at  liberty  for  fevers! 
days.  After  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  had  agreed  to  fa  nation  the 
tranfadion,  the  option  of  the 
holders  was  ftill  left  open.  No 
advantage  could  be  gained  by  the 
public,  from  any  fluctuation  in  the 
value  of  the  funds  ;  lofs  might  in¬ 
deed  be  fuftained  ;  but  the  poffef. 
fors  of  thefe  bills  had  the  power  of 
taking  any  advantages  which 
might  arife,  and  of  receding  from 
their  bargain  with  the  rainilter. 

[G  2]  It 
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It  was  contended  in  anfwer,  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  profits  made  by 
the  bill  holders  had  been  greatly 
over-rated  ;  that  the  bonus  given 
on  a  (mail  part  of  the  bills  had  been 
unfairly  argued  from,  as  if  it  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  whole  ;  that  it  was 
mot  larger  than  in  juft  ice  it  ought 
to  be  ;  that,  as  to  the  public  be¬ 
ing  bound  and  the  holders  at  liberty, 
it  was  a  circumftanee  unavoidable 
in  all  cafes  of  funding;  that  no 
political  event  was  in  the  interim 
likely  to  occur,  which  could  in¬ 
fluence  the  funds ;  and  that,  even 
fuppoftng  the  owners  of  the  bills 
to  make  an  unuftaal  profit,  it 
would  be  folly  to  relinquifh,  on 
that  account,  a  great  national  bene¬ 
fit,,  By  taking  thefe  feeunties  out 
of  the  market,  the  credit  and 
commerce  of  the  country  would 
receive  material  affiftance.  Even 
in  an  economical  point  of  view 
it  was  prudent  to  adopt  the  plan  ; 
ft  nee,  fhould  the  government  be 
compelled  to  iffue  more  exchequer 
bills,  the  lofs,  according  to  the 
prefen t  depreciated  ftate  of  that 
paper,  might  be  infinitely  fuperior 
to  the  amount  of  that  bonus  which 
was  to  be  allowed  for  the  purpofe 
of  taking  the  bills  out  of  circula¬ 
tion. 

Unconvinced  by  this  rea foiling, 
Mr.  Fox  made  a  reply,  in  which 
he  repeated  fome  of  his  arguments, 
and  digrefled  fome  what,  to  ani¬ 
madvert  on  the  contradictory  opi¬ 
nions  which,  he  faid,  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  had,  on  vari- 
©us  occafions,  maintained,  with  rc- 
fpeff  to  the  true  flgns  of  national 
profperity.  Mr.  Huffey  likewife 
renewed  his  oppofition  ;  after  ting 
that  this  plan  would  take  nothing 
©ut  of  the  market,  as  it  merely  re¬ 
placed  one  fpecies  of  paper  by  ano¬ 


ther.  Sir  William  Pulteney,  loo, 
thought  that  it  would  be  at  once 
coftly  and  inefficacious ;  and  that  it 
would  have  been  proper  at  firft  to 
have  funded  only  four  millions  ; 
and  permitted  a  competition  to 
take  place  among  the  holders,  by 
which  plan  it  was  highly  probable 
that  a  better  bargain  might  have 
been  made. 

The  two  refolutions  were  then 
put  and  carried,  after  a  few  re¬ 
marks  from  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  fenti- 
ments  of  Sir  William  Pulteney. 

When  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  was  brought  up,  and  the  refo¬ 
lutions  were  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Fox  renewed  his  hoftibty  with 
frelh  vigour.  He  contended  that, 
far  from  having  exaggerated  the 
profits  made  by  fome  of  the  bill 
holders,  he  had  in  fact  underrated 
them,  as,  inftead  of  being  103  per 
cent,  they  were  in  reality  135  per 
cent.  He  alfo  attacked  the  fcale 
of  intereft  allowed  on  the  bills  ; 
declaring  it  to  be  not  only  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  policy,  but  of 
common  fenfe.  In  proportiofi  as 
the  capital  was  extended,  the  inte¬ 
reft  ought  to  be  low,  and  vice 
verfa  ;  but  here,  he  faid,  the  cafe 
was  directly  the  reverfe ;  and  to 
prove  this  faff,  he  entered  into  a 
long  and  elaborate  feries  of  calcula¬ 
tions. 

In  reply  to  this,  Mr.  Pitt  reite¬ 
rated  fome  of  his  former  affertions  \ 
affirmed  that  the  profit  made  on  the 
bills  was  lefs  than  fix  per  cent,  in¬ 
ftead  of  being  133  per  cent.  ;  and 
pointed  out  the  reafons  for  adopting 
that  fcale  of  intereft  which  Mr. 
Fox  had  confidered  as  worthy  of 
cenfure. 

The  debate  was  continued  for 
fome  time  longer,  in  a  defultory 
manner,  with  little  addition  of  ar¬ 
gument. 
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gument,  and  without  producing 
conviction  on  either  fide.  The 
houfeat  length  divided  on  the  refo~ 
lutton,  which  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  160;  the  ayes  being 
208,  the  noes  4.8. 

In  order  to  avoid  for  the  future 
the  ferious  inconvenience  which 
had  been  occationed  by  navy  bills 
falling  to  a  heavy  difcount,  from 
the  length  ot  time  which  they  had 
to rurg  Mr.  Pitt  afterwards  brought 
in  an  ad,  by  which  it  was  pro¬ 
vided  that  no  bill  fnould  thence¬ 
forth  be  iflued  at  a  longer  date 
than  three  months,  and  that  each 
bill  fhotdd  bear  a  daily  intereft  of 
three  pence  halfpenny  on  every 
hundred  pounds,  or  nearly  five  and 
a  half  per  cent.  As  it  was  under- 
ftood  to  be  the  intention  of  govern¬ 
ment  that,  in  fome  inftances,  the 
bills  fhould  not  be  ilfued  till  three 
months  after  the  con  trad  was  made, 
it  was  urged  by  Mr.  Huffey  that 
this  would  go  far  towards  defeat- 
ing  the  good  intentions  of  the  fta- 
tute.  1  he  aCt  paffed,  however, 
without  oppofition. 

The  time  now  approached  when 
the  budget  mull  be  brought  for- 
ward.  In  aid  of  the  revenue,  a 
large  fura  was  required,  to  cover 
the  expenditure  ot  the  year.  In 
the  prefen t  date  of  credit,  ferious 
prejudice  would,  Mr,  Pitt  thought, 
be  occafioned  to  the  country  by 
adhering  to  the  old  mode  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  loan.  Pie  determined,  there¬ 
fore,  to  raife  on  an  entirely  new 
plan  the  eighteen  millions  of  which 
he  ftood  in  need.  By  this  plan, 
the  loan  was  to  be  thrown  open  to 
the  public,  and  the  money  was  to 
be  fubfcribed  by  corporate  bodies 
and  opulent  individuals.  No  new 
flock  was  to  be  immediately  ere- 
atvd.  In  the  circular  letter  which 


was  diftributed  by  the  treafury,  it 
was  propofed  that  every  contri¬ 
butor  of  a  hundred  pounds  fhould 
receive  1 1 2I.  10 s.  od.  in  a  five  per 
cent,  flock,  to  be  irredeemable* 
except  with  confent  of  the  owner* 
until  the  expiration  of  three  years 
after  the  exifting  five  per  cents  had 
been  redeemed  or  reduced  ;  but 
with  an  option  in  the  holder  to 
be  paid  at  par,  at  any  Charter 
period,  not  lefs  than  two  years  from 
the  conclufion  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace.  In  either  cafe 
payment  was  to  be  made  in  money* 
or,  at  the  choice  of  the  holder,  in 
three  per  cent,  flock,  valued  at  75I. 
Such  was  the  fell e me  by  which,  if 
carried  into  rapid  and  complete  ex¬ 
ecution,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex-* 
chequer  hoped  to  enhance  the  value 
of  the  funds,  and  invigorate  public 
credit.  It  is  faid,  however,  that, 
on  this  occafton,he  did  not  truft  to 
the  influence  of  patriotic  feelings 
alone  ;  but  gave  a  flimulus  to  feL 
fifhnc-fs  and  tardinefs,  by  intimating 
that,  fhould  the  projedl  not  fucceed, 
fome  peremptory  mode  muff  be 
adopted,  to  draw  forth  the  national 
refources.  The  bank,  as  the  1110ft 
powerful  of  the  corporate  bodies, 
and  capable  of  giving  an  impulfe  to 
them  all,  was  earneftly  exhorted  to 
fet  them  an  example  of  liberality 
and  promptitude. 

i  he  books  were  opened  at  the 
bank  on  the  fir  ft  of  December,  and, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours,  more 
than  eight  millions  were  fubfcribed. 
Before  the  noon  of  the  fifth  the 
whole  amount  was  written  down, 
and  the  books  were  then  clofed, 
though  offers  were  ftill  pouring  in 
from  every  corner  of  the  country. 
There  feems  little  doubt  that  nearly 
as  much  more  might  with  eafe  have 
been  procured.  The  bank  itfelf 
[f*  3]  advanced 
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advanced  one  million,  and  its  direc¬ 
tors  and  officers  one  half  of  that 
fum.  Other  great  bodies  difplayed 
a  fimilar  fpirit.  The  EaH  India 
Company  came  forward  with  two 
millions,  of  which  it  confented  to 
difcharge  fhe  intereft  for  a  Hated 
period.  From  the  circumHances 
under  which  this  loan  was  raifed 
it  bore  the  name  of  the  Loyalty 
Loan.  An  immediate  rife  of  the 


funds  was  the  confequence  of  the 
meafure. 

This  operation  having  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  equal  to  his 
moil  fanguine  hopes,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  opened  his  HrH 
budget  on  the  feventh  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  Having  declared  that  he 
would  abftain  from  any  preliminary 
remarks,  he  proceeded  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  Committee  an  account  of 
the  fupplies  for  the  year. 


supplies. 


Navy,  i 20,000  Teamen 

Exrraordinaries 
Further  fum  for  Navy 

A&mt.  Sums  already  voted 
Exrraordinaries 


£'6,240,000 
1 ,4.20,000 

2,500,000  £'10,160,000. 

£6,6 13,000 

4,300,000  10,913,000. 


Ordnance  - 

Mifcellaneous  fervices,  including  relief  to  emigrant  prieids 

Deficiency  of  Land  and  Malt 

Sum  lor  diminution  of  National  Debt 

Deficiency  of  taxes,  after  deducting  furplus  of  grants  for 

1796  - 

Vote  of  Credit  - 


1,623,000.  \ 
378,000. 
350,000. 
200,000. 


1 ,023,000. 

3,000,000. 


Total  £'27,647,000. 


To  meet  this  expenditure,  he  Hated  to  the  Committee  the  following 
Ways  and  Means,  the  fum  arifing  from  which  exceeded  by  £"298,000, 
the  amount  of  the  Supply. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Land  and  Malt  Tax  - 

Growing  produce  of  the  Confolidated  Fund 

Surplus  of  Grants  of  1 796 

Surplus  of  the  Lottery 

Loan  - 

Exchequer  Bills  - 


£"2)75o,ooo. 
1,075,000. 
420,000. 
200,000. 
18,000,000. 
5, 500,000. 


Total  £"27,945,000. 


He 
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He  then  detailed  the  ftatement 
©1  the  iums  bearing  intereft,  for 
which  it  would  be  neceffary  to  find 
additional  taxes.  The  firft  of 
thefe  was  the  loan  of  eighteen  mil¬ 
lions,  which  had,  he  faid,  been 
raifed  in  a  manner  honourable  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  country.  The  in- 
terelt  on  this  loan  was  only 
5I.  1  as.  6d.  per  cent.,  to  which 
was  to  be  added  one  per  cent.,  on 
account  of  the  finking  fund,  mak¬ 
ing  together  61.  15s.;  fubjeft, 

however,  to  a  great  red udion, 
fhould  the  funds  rife  in  the  event  of 
a  faie  and  permanent  peace.  But 
this  reduction  he  would  not  now 
calculate  on ;  and,  therefore,  the 
whole  annual  charge  would  be 
1,215,000!.  Of  exchequer  bills, 
hepurpofed  to  circulate 5,500,000!. 
which,  as  they  would  be  iffued  for 
lo  fhort  a  period  as  three  months, 
and  were  to  be  receivable  on  inftal- 
ments  of  the  loan,  would  confe- 
quently  not  be  fubjedt  to  fall  to 
luch  an  enormous  difeount  as  they 
had  hitherto  done.  The  intereft  on 
thefe  would  be  275,000!.  To  pro- 
vide  Tor  the  intereft  of  the  navy 
debt,  would  require  a  further  fum 
of  592,0001,  rfo  thefe  items  mull 
be  added  140,000k,  which  was  not 
an  expence  of  the  year,  but  was  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  occasioned 
by  relinquifhing  the  tax  on  colla¬ 
teral  fucceftion,  for  which  a  fubfti- 
tute  had  not  been  found.  The  total 
was  2, 222,000k  per  annum.  But 
from  this  muft  be  deducted  1 12,000k 
which  theEaft  India  Company  had 
agreed  to  pay  annually  for  four 
years;  and  which  payment  he 
had  now  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
Company  would  liberally  confent 
to  continue  till  The  expiration  of 
their  charter.  Deducting  this 
fum,  there  would  remain  to  the  ex¬ 
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tent  of  2, 1 10,000k,  for  which  new 
taxes  mult  he  impofed. 

As  the  navy  debt  had  fwelled  fo 
enormoufly  beyond  what  he  had 
formerly  given  reafon  to  expecl,  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  offer  feme 
explanation  of  the  caufes.  Thefe, 
he  faid,  were  the  heavy  unforefeen 
expence  of  Britifh  and  foreign 
tranfports,  in  confequence  of  the 
viciffitudes  of  the  weather,  and  the 
delays  and  difafters  which  our  ex¬ 
peditions  had  experienced ;  the 
high  demurrage  which  had  been 
paid;  and  the  unprecedented  dif¬ 
eount  to  which  navy  bills  had 
fallen.  On  thefe  three  head& 
nearly  three  millions  had  been  ex¬ 
pended;  fo  that,  taking  alfo  into 
account  that  we  had  another  mari¬ 
time  enemy  to  encounter,  and  a 
threatened  invafion  to  repel,  hk 
original  e ft i mate  was  not  unpar¬ 
donable  erroneous. 

The  taxes  to  be  laid  on  he  ar¬ 
ranged  under  the  three  heads  of 
Excife,  Cuftoms,  and  Affeffed 
Taxes.  The  firft  article  of  the 
excife  clafs  was  tea.  On  this  he 
propofed  a  new  duty  of  ten  per 
cent. ;  the  produce  he  eftiimated  at 
240,000!.  In  order  that  the  duty 
might  not  prefs  on  the  lower  orders 
of  the  community,  it  was  rot  to 
extend  to  thofe  cheap  teas  which 
they  commonly  purchafed.  Coffee 
was  alio  to  be  taxed  at  the  fame 
rate,  and  its  produce  was  calculated 
at  30,000k  To  a  duty  of  two 
pence  halfpenny  in  the  pound  on 
the  fale  of  eftates,  and'  of  three 
pence  on  other  Tales,  he  looked  for 
a  fum  of  40,000k  An  increafe  of 
duty  of  a  (hilling  per  thoufand  on 
bricks,  he  took  at  36,000k  On 
Britifh  and  foreign  fpirits  he  ex. 
pefled  to  raife  210,000k  by  a® 
added  duty  of  five  pence  per  ual- 
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Ion.  From  this  quarter  he  drew 
another  r  fourcc  to  the  extent  of 
30,0  okv  by  a  larg  augmentation 
of  duty  on  the  ddtilieries  of  the 
So  ch  Lowlands;  and  lie  announced 
his  intention  of  eventually  extend¬ 
ing  the  meafure  to  the  diftilieries 
of  the  High  ands.  The  total 
amount  under  the  head  of  excife 
was  856,000). 

Under  the  clafs  of  cufloms,  the 
firft  objeCt  was  fugar,  from  which 
he  defigned  to  draw  280,000k  by 
a  tax  of  two  and  fixpence  per  hogf- 
head.  On  brimftone,  flares,  bar 
iron  and  olive  oil  he  fuggefted  an 
increafe  of  duty  to  the  amount  of 
ten  per  cent,  and  on  all  other  cuf- 
toms,  wine,  coals,  and  prize  goods 
excepted,  an  increafe  of  five  per 
cent  ;  making  together  153,000!. 
Pepper  and  fome  other  articles 
would,  he  imagined,  give  a  pro¬ 
duce  of  33, cool.  The  whole  ium 
to  be  thus  obtained  was  466,000!. 

The  la  11  clafs  was  that  of  aflefT- 
ed  taxes.  From  an  additional  du¬ 
ty  on  horfes,  dugs,  and  fervants, 
and  from  ten  per  cent  on  the 
commutation  duty,  he  eftimated 
that  140,000!.  might  be  obtained  ; 
and  1503000L  from  a  houfe  tax, 
levied  in  proportion  to  the  other 
a  fie  fled  taxes  which  were  paid  by 
the  occupier.  From  a  fmall  regu¬ 
lation  in  certain  fiamp  duties 
30,000k  was  to  arife;  from  rai¬ 
ling  the  ra-es  of  poftage  no  lefs 
than  250,000k  and  60,000k  from 
an  addition  on  ftage  coaches.  Of 
new  faxes  he  propofed  only  two. 
One  of  thefe  was  a  fiamp  duty  on 
parcels,  to  produce  6o,oool. ;  and 
the  other  was  a  tax  on  canal  navi¬ 
gation,  equal  to  one  eighth  of  the 
tolls,  which  he  took  at  120,000k 
The  total  amount  of  taxes  to  be 
impofed  was  2,132,000k  which 


left  a  furplus  of  22,000!.  above 
the  fum  that  was  wanted  to 
difiharge  the  intereft  of  the  money 
borrowed. 

The  mod  important  part  of 
Mr.  Pin's  fpeeeh  on  this  occa- 
fion  was,  however,  that  in  which 
he  made  known  that  he  had  tranf- 
mitted  money  to  the  emperor, 
without  the  confent  of  parliament. 
So  bold  a  meafure  could  not  indeed 
but  excite  an  unufual  degree  of  in¬ 
dignation  in  fome,  and  of  furprife 
in  all.  Twelve  hundred  tho-ufand 
pounds  was  the  fum  thus  tranfmit- 
ted.  He  refted  his  defence  on  tb§ 
plea  that  it  would  have  been  im¬ 
prudent  at  the  time  to  difclofe  the 
fending  of  this  fuccour ;  and  he 
referred  with  triumph  to  the  glori¬ 
ous  effedls  which  it  had  produced. 
Well  aware  of  the  refponfibility 
which  they  incurred,  and  not  fear¬ 
ful  of  the  event,  the  minifters,  he 
faid,  had  reflected  that,  in  the 
critical  fituation  of  the  country, 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  extreme 
delicacy  to  give  rife  to  a  public 
debate  on  the  propriety  of  advan¬ 
cing  money  to  a  foreign  court. 
They  knew  what  alarm  might  be 
occafioned  by  a  propofal  to  fend 
a  quantity  of  fpecie  out  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  they  knew,  too, 
that  a  generally  received  opinion 
of  the  mifchief  that  might  be  at¬ 
tendant  on  a  mpafure,  was  often 
productive  of  the  reality.  The 
confequences  of  a  difcuflion  might 
like  wife  have  been  to  have  caufed 
the  fuggeftion  of  a  grant  too  fmall 
for  the  wants  of  our  ally,  or  too 
large  for  our  means.  It  was,  he 
affirmed,  by  thefe  re  ifons  that  the 
minifters  had  been  induced  to  de¬ 
cline  a  reference  to  the  judgment 
of  parliament.  So  confident  did 
he  appear  to  be  that  the  proceeding 


was  a  meritorious  one,  that  he 
dofed  his  avowal  of  it  in  thefe 
words.  “  It  is  my  defign,  if  this 
condufl  be  found  to  merit  your 
approbation,  humbly  and  earnestly 
to  claim  and  folicit  your  confidence 
in  continuing  the  fame  fyfiem.  I 
cannot,  for  the  reafons  I  have  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  propofe  to  you 
any  fpecific  fum  to  be  granted  to 
his  imperial  majefty.  But,  if  you 
think  proper  to  repofe  in  minifters 
the  fame  confidence  in  granting 
fuch  occafional  aid  as  they  may  fee 
to  be  necefiarr,  it  fhall,  on  their 
part,  he  cx  rcifed  with  the 
fame  caution.  I  have  therefore 
propofed  a  fum  of  three  mil¬ 
lions,  chiefly  with  a  view  of  ena¬ 
bling  minifters  to  make  advances 
to  our  allies  ;  if  we  fhall  be 
compelled  to  perfevere  in  the  war/* 

On  this  occaficn  Mr.  Grey  and 
Mr.  Fox  were  the  only  fpeakers 
in  oppofition.  The  former  confi¬ 
ned  himfelf  wholly  to  financial 
remarks.  He  commented  feverely  on 
what  he  confidered  as  the  falfe  and 
delufive  ftatements  which  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  fo  fre¬ 
quently  made ;  cenfured  him  for  the 
repeat  'd  errors  in  his  calculations 
relative  to  the  fums  which  were 
requifite  for  the  public  fervice ; 
and  predi&ed  that,  heavy  as  were 
the  taxes  which  were  now  to  be 
impofed,  it  would  ultimately  be 
neceflary  to  raife  other  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  not  lefs  than  a 
million. 

With  refpeft  to  the  queftion  of 
finance,  very  nearly  the  fame 
ground  was  taken  by  Mr.  Fox, 
and  he  exprefi’ed  himfelf  with  as 
much  warmth  as  Mr.  Grey  had 
done.  He  ftiouldnot,  hefaid,  think 
that  he  performed  his  duty,  either 
to  his  conflituents  ©r  to  his  coun¬ 


try,  if  he  did  not  deliver  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  fpeech  of  Mr. 
Pitt  was  Fife  in  almoft  every 
particular,  and  that  nothing  could 
have  a  greater  tendency  to  delude 
the  people  as  to  their  financial  fitu- 
ation.  That  fpeech  contained 
likewife  a  number  of  general  ob- 
fervations,  which  he  rnuft  deny 
to  be  true  :  if  they  were  true,  he 
would  not  hefitate  a  moment  to 
join  in  agreement  with  thofe  who 
held  that  to  talk  of  ours  being  a 
free  conftitution  was  merely  an 
idle  vaunt.  In  fadl  the  fyftem  of 
the  miniftry  virtually  included  an 
abolition  of  the  privileges  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  diblator,  who,  at  lead  in 
time  of  war,  was  to  levy  and  to 
expend  with  no  other  check  than 
his  own  difcreticn.  Mr.  Fox 
then  touched  on,  and  in  fome  in- 
ftances  further  iiluftrated,  thofe 
points  over  which  Mr.  Grey  had 
already  gone.  As  to  the  loan,  to 
which  that  gentleman  had  not  al¬ 
luded,  he  maintained  that  the 
terms  were  by  no  means  fo  advan¬ 
tageous  as  they  had  been  pretend¬ 
ed  to  be  ;  and  he  alked  how  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  the  minifter  now 
thought  an  open  loan  advifable 
for  fixteen  millions,  when,  in 
1793,  he  had  deemed  it  unadvifa- 
ble  for  fix  millions,  and  had  pofi- 
tively  declared  that  it  was  a  mea- 
fure  which  could  never  be  reforted 
to  with  a  probability  of  fuccefs  ? 

The  prefumed  miscalculations  of 
Mr  Pitt,  and  the  fallacy  of  hi# 
eftimates,  were,  however,  in  Mr* 
Fox’s  view,  but  objects  of  fubor- 
dinate  inrereft.  It  was  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  advances  which 
had  been  fecretly  made  to  the 
emperor  that  he  confidered  as  moft 
worthy  of  the  feyerity  ©f  his  cen- 
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furc.  On  this  head  he  fpoke  with 


peculiar  energy.  He  firft  reminded 
the  houfe  that,  during  the  ,three. 
doling  months  of  the  laft  parlia¬ 
ment,  not  a  week  had  elapfed  in 
which  the  minifter  had  not  been 
quell ioned  whether  he  intended  to 
grant  any  pecuniary  aid  to  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty.  No  intention  of 
the  fort  was,  however,  then  avow¬ 
ed.  The  chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  it  appears,  thought  that 
his  own  authority  was  fufficient, 
and  that  it  was  a  hulinefs  with 
which  the  houfe  of  commons  had  no 
concern.  (i  From  his  own  conduct, 
indeed/5  exclaimed  Mr.  Fox  in¬ 
dignantly,  “  he  snay  borrow  an 
example  to  keep  the  meafure  in 
countenance.  It  is  of  a  piece  with 
his  advice  to  his  majefty,  to  con¬ 
tinue  him  as  his  minifter  againft  the 
declared  opinion  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  in  the  year  1784. 
Now,  he  has  gone  one  ftep  further 
than  he  went  in  giving  that  ad¬ 
vice  ;  he  has  (hewn  to  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  that  he  is  a  better 
judge  than  themfelves  when  their 
money  Ihould  be  given,  and  how 
much  of  it  Ihould  be  given,  to 
any  foreign  prince.  If  thefe  are 
the  fentiments  which  are  to  be 
aded  upon  in  this  country  ;  if  the 
minifter  be  faltered  to  carry  them 
into  effed ;  1  for  myfelf  declare 
that  the  conftitution  of  this  coun¬ 
try  is  not  worth  fighting  for.  On 
what  principle,  I  defire  to  know, 
is  it  that  the  minifter  arrogates 
this  power  to  himfelf,  inftead  of 
referring  it  to  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain,  to  whom,  and  to 
whom  only,  it  conftitutionaliy 
belongs  ?  If  he  thus,  without  the 
confent  of  parliament,  direds  the 
application  of  the  money  of  the 
people  upon  foreign  affairs*  I  fee 


no  reafon  whatever  why  h@  fhould 
not  claim  the  fame  power  (as  I 
dare  fay  he  will  if  he  fucceeds  in 
this)  over  the  whole  of  our  do¬ 
mestic  concerns.  I  am  fure  the' 
reafon  which  he  gives  for  the  one 
will  juft  as  well  apply  to  the 
other.  Parliament,  he  fays,  could 
not  calculate  fo  well  as  he  could 
upon  the  neceffity,  and  upon  the 
amount.  This  may  be  faid  as 
corredly  of  our  domeftic  as  of  our 
foreign  affairs.  Until  this  cir- 
cumftance  occurred,  the  minifter 
thought  it  decent  to  apply  to  you, 
and  to  give  you  an  eftimate  of 
what  you  were  to  provide  for. 
He  now  tells  you  that  he  did  not 
think  it  necelfary  to  confult  you, 
becaufe  you  are  not  judges  of  the 
extent  of  it.  But*  did  he  confult 
you  on  the  principle  of  it  ?  He 
certainly  did  not,  though  repeat¬ 
edly  folicited.  He  fuffered  the 
laft  parliament  to  be  diffolved,  he 
fuffered  you  all  to  meet  your  con. 
ftituents  with  an  a  durance,  I  do 
not  fay  his  pofitive  and  declared 
aflurance,  (but  by  his  filence  he 
gave  you  an  implied  aflurance) 
that,  in  the  interval  of  the  di Ab¬ 
lution,  no  money  was  to  be  advan¬ 
ced  to  the  emperor.  You  met  on 
the  27th  of  September.  Did  he 
then  give  you  any  intimation  of 
his  having  advanced  this  money 
before  you  were  called  together? 
Did  he  give  you  any  intimation 
of  it  till  this  very  night,  when 
he  comes  before  yotl  with  his  frefh 
burthens  on  the  people  ?  Not  a 
word  J  For  this  conduct  I  fay 
that  he  ought  to  be  impeached. 
He  had  it  in  his  power  to  confult 
you  upon  this  fubjedt  long  ago, 
as  it  was  his  duty  to  do.  Ha 
has  negledfed  to  do  fo,  and  by  this 
negled.  has  manifefted  a  determi¬ 
nation 
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nation  to  difpofe  of  the  money  of 
the  people  without  confulting  their 
reprefentatives.  This  is  aggra¬ 
vated  by  his  not  calling  you  toge- 
ther  fooner.  If  he  had  advanced 
the  money  before  you  met,  why 
did  he  not  tell  you  for  What 
reafon  can  be  affigned  for  this  ?  In 
the  name  of  God,  what  is  it  poffi- 
ble  to  fay  but  that  the  minifter 
thinks  his  judgment  better  than 
the  judgment  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  Great  Britain  ?  He  has  faid 
much  upon  the  time  at  which  this 
money  was  advanced.  If  he  had 
any  intention  of  advancing  it 
previous  to  the  diffolution,  why 
did  he  not  ftate  that  intention  to 
the  lad  parliament  ?  Or,  if  he 
difcovered  the  neceffity  of  it  fince 
*  the  diffolution,  might  he  not  long 
fince  have  faid  fo  to  the  prefent 
parliament  ?  The  real  fob!  is, 
that  he  has  acled  as  he  has  done, 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  efta- 
blifhing  the  principle  that  the 
minifters  are  more  competent 
judges  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  money  is  to  be  applied 
than  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people.’ ”  - 

After  a  few  more  obfervations 
from  Mr.  Fox,  the  refolutions  were 
put  and  carried  ;  the  houfe  was 
refumed  ;  and  the  report  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  received  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day. 

When  the  report  was  brought 
up,  feveral  of  the  members  in  oppo- 
ftion  manifefted  their  determined 
hoftility  to  the  ftep  which  Mr.Pitt 
had  taken.  Mr.  Fox  led  the  way, 
in  a  fpeech  fill  more  animated  than 
that  which  he  had  already  made 
on  the  fubjebt.  He  accufed  himfelf 
of  a  dereliction  of  his  duty,  in 
having  differed  the  refolutions  to 
pafs  without  a  divifion,  and  decla¬ 


red  that  he  Ihould  confider  himfelf 
as  imperioufly  called  upon  to  take 
thefenfeof  the  houfe  that  night  upon 
every  queftion,  whether  of  fopply 
or  of  ways  and  means.  Should  he 
be  fuccefsful  he  would,  on  an  early 
day,  move  that  his  Majefty’s 
minifters,  in  granting  money  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  parliament,  had 
been  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and 
mifdemeanour.  Should  he  foil  in 
his  motion ;  he  traded  that  the 
people,  in  every  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  would  exprefs  their  abhorrence 
of  the  libellous  doctrines  which 
Mr.  Pitt  had  delivered  on  the 
preceding  evening,  dobtrines  more 
dangerous  to  the  fate  than  thofe 
of  Paine  ;  and  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  would,  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  nation,  be  compelled 
to  affert  thofe  rights  which  it  had 
tamely  and  pufiilanimouffy  for  ren¬ 
dered.  If  the  dobtrines  laid  down 
by  the  minifter  were  conftitutioual, 
then,  indeed,  ours  was  a  vile  and 
deteftable  conftitution.  He  re¬ 
peated,  and  in  the  mod  emphatic 
terms,  that,  bad  as  it  would  even 
then  have  been,  this  flagrant  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  law  had  not  been 
committed  for  the  convenience. of 
the  minifters,  or  for  any  advantage 
which  they  fuppofed  would  refill  t 
from  it,  but  folely  from  the  molt 
finifter  of  motives,  folely  for  the 
purpofe  of  eftablilhing  a  precedent 
for  fettingat  nought  the  authority 
of  parliament.  It  was  part  of  a 
fyftem  which  was  now  daily  a  bled 
upon.  He  concluded  by  declaring, 
that  if  this  were  abjebtly  fubmitted 
to,  if  the  houfe  of  commons  took 
no  fteps  to  vindicate  its  honour  and 
its  rights,  that  houfe  could  no 
longer  be  looked  upon  as  a  branch 
of  the  conftitution ;  and  in  the 
Britifh  government  there  would  be 

little 
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little  or  nothing  to  diftinguifh  it. 
from  that  of  abfolute  monarchies. 

The  fpeech  of  the  minifler,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Fox,  was  in  a  tone 
of  defiance  and  farcafm,  which 
could  not  fail  to  raife  to  a  (till 
higher  pitch  the  refentment  of  his 
adverfaries.  In  difdainful  and 
taunting  languages  he  more  than 
snfinuated  his  difbelief,  that  the 
right  honourable  member  really 
felt  what  he  pro  felled  to  feel  on 
this  occafion,  and  on  many  others. 
From  the  fiience  which,  on  the 
preceding  evening,  Mr.  Grey  had 
preferved  on  this  head,  it  was  fome- 
what  unfairly  argued,  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
that  the  advance  of  monev  to  the 
emperor  was  not  a  meafure  of  a 
cenfurable  kind.  Far  indeed  from 
confidering  what  he  had  done  as  an 
adlion  which  required  that  he 
ihould  exculpate  himfelf,  he  took 
merit  for  it,  and  challenged  that 
enquiry  which  had  been  threat¬ 
ened.  All  the  favour,  he  faid, 
that  he  would  afk  of  his  accufers 
was,  that  they  would  not,  by  en¬ 
deavouring  to  Hop  the  fupplies, 
extend  to  their  country  the  ven¬ 
geance  which  they  were  anxious  to 
hurl  upon  him.  His  defence  was 
comprifed  in  one  fentence.  The 
vote  of  credit  lafl  year,  did,  he 
affirmed,  actually  invert  the  go¬ 
vernment  with  the  difcretionary 
power  of  applying  the  fums  granted 
in  the  manner  that  might  belt 
fait  the  public  exigencies;  and 
the  money  applied  to  the  fervice  of 
the  emperor  was  within  the  amount 
of  that  grant.  That  there  was 
feme  limit  to  this  diferetion,  that 
it  was  not  abfoiutely  independent 
of  the  control  of  parliament,  he 
feemed  willing  to  admit  ;  but,  till 
he  Ik ou id  be  regularly  called  upon 


to  vindicate  himfelf,  he  declined 
explaining  his  fentiments  as  to  the 
extent  and  exercife  of  that  cen¬ 
troid. 

There  were,  however,  others, 
not  a  filing  in  the  ranks  of  oppofi- 
tion,  who  thought  that  the  offence 
was  neither  trifling,  nor  the  excufe 
valid.  Of  this  clafs  was  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Pulteney.  Though  averfe 
from  delaying  the  fupplies,  he  was 
ofopinion  that  the  miniflers  defer  ved 
the  heaviell  cenfure,  for  their  un- 
conftitutional  conduct.  He  denied 
that  the  vote  of  credit  authorifed 
them  to  fubfidize  foreign  powers; 
pointedly  remarked  that  the  dif- 
clofure  of  the  fafil  had  been  avoided 
till  concealment  was  no  longer 
poffible  ;  refuted  the  affertion  that 
circumffances  rendered  fecrecy  po¬ 
litic,  and  fhewed  on  the  contrary 
that  the  natural  effefit  of  publicity 
in  affording  fuccour  muff  have 
been  to  raife  the  fpirjt  of  our  ally, 
and  to  difeourage  our  enemy.  He 
did  not  hop  here.  On  the  men. 
firous  increafe  of  the  navy  debt, 
which  he  regarded  as  proving  grofs 
mifmanagement  and  want  of  fore¬ 
fight,  and  on  the  blameful  prodi¬ 
gality,  as  he  termed  it,  which  had 
in  many  other  inflances  been  dif- 
played,  he  likewife  bellowed  a 
few  fentences  of  lharp  reprobation, 
and  called  upon  the  houfe  to  enquire 
ferioufiy  into  the  caufes,  and  to 
provide  a  remedy. 

For  that  fiience  which  had  been 
conftrued  into  a  tacit  affent,  Mr. 
Grey  now  made  ample  amends,  by 
a  vigorous  fpeech  againft  the  mi- 
nifter.  He  concluded  by  moving 
to  poilpone,  till  the  morrow,  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  ; 
and  he  pledged  himfelf  that,  before 

they 


they  were  read,  lie  would  move 
the  impeachment  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer. 

The  debate  was  continued  for 
fome  time  with  no  fmall  portion 
of  warmth.  The  caufe  of  the  mi- 
nikers  was  efpoufed  by  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  Mr.  Yorke,  lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  and  the  Maker  of  the  Rolls ; 
but  in  afperity  of  language  Mr. 
Wilberforce  went  far  beyond  his 
friends.  Had  the  cenfure  puffed 
on  Mr.  Pitt  been  direded  againft 
himfelf  he  could  not  have  replied 


in  more  acrimonious  terms.  Lord 
Hawkelbury,  on  the  contrary,  was 
as  remarkable  for  his  coolnefs  and 
candour. 

The  motion  for  pokponing  the 
refolutions  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Harrifon,  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Fox.  On  a  divi- 
fion  Mr.  Grey’s  motion  was  nega¬ 
tived  by  a  majority  of  106,  the 
ayes  being  58,  the  noes  164. 
tv  Having  failed  in  this  at- 

^ '  '  tempt,  Mr.  Fox,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days, 
again  brought  thefubjed  before  the 
houfe.  A  common  hall  of  the  city 


of  London  had,  on  the  fame  day, 
inkruded  the  city  reprefentatives 
to  give  their  fupport  to  his  efforts. 
His  motion  was  “  that  his  ma- 


jeky’s  minikers  having'  authorized 
and  direded,  at  different  times, 
without  the  confent,  and  during  the 
fitting  of  parliament,  the  iffue  of 
certain  fums  of  money  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  imperial  majefty,  and 
alfo  for  the  fervice  of  the  army 
under  the  prince  de  Conde,  have 
aded  contrary  to  their  duty,  and 
have  violated  the  conkitutionai 
privileges  of  the  houfe.”  The 
motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
alderman  Combe, 


On  this  occasion  a  Ion?  and 

* 

animated  debate  took  place.  Some, 
and  that  not  a  fmall  part  of  it, 
was,  however,  neceffanly  a  repe¬ 
tition  of  what  had  been  urged  on 
the  two  former  evenings.  The 
fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox  was  difpakion* 
ate,  compreked,  and  bearing  clofely 
upon  the  quefiion.  Laying  is 
down  as  an  indifputable  principle, 
that  it  was  the  privilege  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  alone,  not  only 
to  levy  taxes  and  impofe  burthens 
upon  the  people,  but  alfo  to  judge 
of  the  whole  expences  of  the  Hate* 
as  well  of  the  mode  in  which  they 
ought  to  be  applied  as  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  ought  to  be 
raifed  ;  he  contended  that  the  raea- 
fure  which  he  held  up  to  the  cera- 
fure  of  the  houfe  was  of  the  moll 
objedionable  kind,  and  that  it 
could  not  be  palfed  over  unrepro¬ 
bated,  without  expofing  to  utter 
contempt  and  dekrudion  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  commons.  That 
extraordinarie-s  and  votes  of  credit 
could  not  abfolutely  be  difpenfed 
with,  he  admitted,  but  he  held 
them  to  be,  at  bek,  exceptions  to 
the  rule  of  the  conkitution,  and 
neceiTary  evils,  which  could  never 
be  extended  beyond  the  neceifity 
which  originated  them,  without 
fome  degree  of  criminality.  In 
this  cafe  there  was  no  excufe. 
Granting,  for  the  fake  of  argu¬ 
ment,  that  the  expenee  was  one 
which  ought  to  be  incurred,  the 
quekion  was,  whether  the  mode 
in  which  it  was  incurred  was  not 
a  highly  improper  one.  That  it 
was  fo,  there  could  not  be  the 
fhadow  of  a  doubt.  To  prove  this, 
alfertion  Mr.  Fox  entered  into  a 
Ratement  of  the  times  and  manner 
In  which  the  remittances  had  been 

made* 
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made.  As  early  as  December, 
3779  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  had,  be  faid,  been  iiTued 
to  the  army  of  the  prince  de 
Conde.  Inftead  of  being  paid, 
as  might  naturally  be  fuppofed, 
and  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
from  the  vote  of  credit  for  3  795^ 
•this  fum  was  paid  from  the  vote  of 
credit  for  1796,  which  vote  was, 
of  courfe,  intended  only  for  the 
unforefeen  expences  of  that  year. 
The  vote  itfelf  was  indeed  pa  (fed 
under  very  fufpicious  circumflan- 
ces,  at  an  unufually  early  period 
of  the  feffion.  Suppoftng,  how¬ 
ever,  that  it  might  be  applied 
retrofpeftively,  feme  account  of 
this  application  ought  to  have 
been  given  in  the  diftribution 
paper,  which  was  produced  in 
April.  But  no  fuch  account  was 
given.  The  whole  was  kept  a 
profound  fecret  from  the  houfe  of 
commons.  The  fame  fyftem  had 
heen  followed  by  the  minifter  with 
refpeft  to  the  money  which  he  had 
advanced  to  the  emperor.  From 
the  language  of  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  during  the  laft  feffion, 
guarded  as  it  was,  it  was  fairly 
to  be  inferred  that  no  afliftance 
would  be  furnifhed  to  his  imperial 
majefty  without  the  parliament 
having  been  previoufly  confuited. 
If  the  neceffity  arofe  during  the 
recefs,  and  was  fo  imperioufly 
urgent  that  it  would  not  admit 
the  delay  of  calling  the  parliament 
together,  the  minifter  might  have 
afked  for  an  aft  of  indemnity 
when  the  two  houfes  were  af. 
fembled.  But,  no !  the  parlia¬ 
ment  met  at  the  time  appointed 
for  it,  and  even  then  the  minifter 
did  not  condefcend  to  communicate 
the  fecret.  On  the  contrary,  he 
had,  fince  the  meeting  «of  parlia¬ 


ment,  clandeftinely  fent  four  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  empe¬ 
ror,  without  having  faid  a  ftngle 
word  on  the  fubjeft.  In  all  this 
he  could,  he  faid,  only  fee  a  deli¬ 
berate  defign  to  eftablifh  a  prece¬ 
dent  againft  the  conftitution,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fubverting  the 
controling  authority  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  In  faft,  if  an  at¬ 
tack  fo  bold,  fo  daring,  fo  deftruc- 
tive  of  the  very  letter  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  were  to  meet  with  the 
fanftion  of  parliament,  the  queftion 
would  be,  not  how  far  the  confti¬ 
tution  had  been  injured,  but  whe¬ 
ther  we  did  or  did  not  po fiefs  any 
conftitution  at  all.  This  aftion 
was,  in  truth,  the  climax  of  a  long 
feries  ofaflaults  and  encroachments 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people. 
Nothing  now  remained  for  the 
houfe  but  to  vifit  it  with  fevere 
reprobation,  or  to  fubmit  in 
filence  to  any  future  encroach¬ 
ments  which  minifters  or  princes 
might  be  difpofed  to  make.  As 
to  an  aft  of  indemnity,  which 
fome  had  fuggefted,  he  did  not 
confider  the  minifter  to  be  entitled 
to  it,  as  the  tone  and  manner  in 
which  that  gentleman  had  vindi¬ 
cated  his  conduft,  on  a  former 
evening,  had  rendered  ftiil  more 
intolerable  the  flagrant  outrage 
which  he  had  committed  on  the 
privileges  of  the  commons.  If 
the  houfe  did  not  now  aflert  thofe 
privileges,  it  might  be  allured 
that  they  would  ceafe  to  exift  at 
no  very  diftant  period. 

The  reply  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  was  long,  elaborate, 
and,  for  the  greater  part,  in  a  more 
meafured  tone  than  that  which  had 
given  fo  much  offence  on  a  pre¬ 
ceding  evening.  A  very  confider- 
able  portion  of  it  was  occupied  in, 

expatiating 
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expatiating  on  the  neceffity  of  ex¬ 
traordinaries  and  votes  of  credit, 
both  of  which  were,  he  contended, 
fully  recognized  in  conftitutional 
pradice.  His  dodrine,  however, 
refpeding  the  latter,  was  in  dired 
oppofition  to  that  of  his  opponents. 
According  to  his  idea,  a  vote  of 
credit  was  a  privilege  granted  to 
the  minifters,  to  employ  a  certain 
fum  to  any  fuch  purpofe  as  the  ex¬ 
igency  of  affairs  might  require. 
Subjed  only  to  the  rendering  of  a 
fubfequent  account  to  parliament, 
the  minifters  had,  he  conceived, 
an  unbounded  liberty  to  appro¬ 
priate  a  vote  of  credit  to  whatever 
sfes  they  might  deem  proper,  Ke 
admitted,  indeed,  the  principle, 
that  if  minifters  forefaw  any  ex¬ 
penditure  of  confequence,  they 
ought  to  ftate  it  to  the  parliament ; 
but  this  principle  he  took  care  to 
limit,  by  declaring  that,  if  it 
would  be  impolitic  to  divulge  the 
expenditure,  a  minifter  would  be 
juftified  in  concealing  it  from  the 
parliament  till  a  future  feafon.  It 
was  on  this  ground  that  he  refted 
his  defence.  The  beneficial  con- 
fequences  of  the  meafure  he  con¬ 
sidered  as  immenfe  and  undeniable. 
It  remained  then  to  fhew,  that 
there  was  a  necefilty  for  conceal¬ 
ment,  The  neceffity  arofe,  he 
fetid,  from  the  ftate  of  the  money- 
market.  He  had  fubmitted  to  the 
contractors  for  the  late  loan  the 
queftion  whether  it  would  be  pru¬ 
dent  to  negotiate  a  loan  openly 
for  the  emperor,  and  they  had  been 
of  opinion,  that  fuch  a  loan  would 
have  a  fenfible  effect  on  the  money- 
market  ;  that  it  would  depreciate 
the  funds,  and  deprefs  the  public 
rcredit.,  The  fame  confequence 
would  have  refulted  from  any  pub¬ 
lic  notice  ef  the  purpoff^  aid.  It 


[in 

was,  therefore,  thought  advifeable 
to  adopt  that  mode  of  giving  re¬ 
lief  which  was  now  the  object  of 
cenfure,  but  which  had  accompl ifhed 
its  purpofe  in  the  moft  effectual 
manner.  In  the  courfe  of  this  part 
of  his  fpeech,  Mr.  Pitt  repeatedly 
referred  to  the  judgment  given  by 
the  monied  men,  and  obvioufty 
confidered  it,  independent  of  all 
other  circumftances,  as  being  quite 
fufficient  to  entitle  him  to  claim 
‘from  his  hearers  a  favourable 
verdiCt. 

He  did  not,  however,  wholly 
rely  on  the  policy  or  abftraCt  cor- 
rednefs  of  his  conduCt,  but  endea¬ 
voured  to  ftrengthen  his  vindica¬ 
tion  by  adducing  precedents  of 
ftmilar  cafes  which  had  occurred 
fince  the  period  of  the  revolution. 
Thefe  cafes  occurred  in  the  years 
1701,  1704,  1706,  171S,  1734, 
1742,  and  17 86,  and  in  all  of 
them,  though  feme  of  them  were 
vehemently  cenfured  by  the  op¬ 
position  of  the  day,  the  fteps  taken 
by  the  -  minifters  had  received  the 
fanCtion  of  parliament.  Of  thefe, 
the  precedent  of  1706  he  regarded 
as  that  which  bore  the  molHlrik- 
ing  refemblance  to  the  tranfadi'on 
which  was  now  under  debate.  In 
that  inftance,  the  minifters  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  thanks,  inftead  of  the 
reprobation  of  the  houfe ;  and  it- 
was  eafy  to  fee  that  he  was  not 
without  fanguine  hopes,  that  the 
precedent  of  1706  would  be  accu¬ 
rately  followed  on  this  occafion. 

^  Towards  the  clofe  of  his  fpeech, 
the  minifter,  confident  perhaps  of 
acquittal,  once  more  referred  to 
the  language  of  farcafm  and  defi¬ 
ance,  He  complained  loudly,  that 
he  had  been  unjuft Iy  accufed,  and 
treated  with  a  want  of  candour  and 
liberality ;  and  he  avenged  hinafelf 

by 
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by  fomething  more  than  infinua- 
tions  againfl  the  principles  of  his 
antagonifts.  (C  It  has  (faid  he)  been 
ftated,  that  no  other  motive  than 
a  wanton  and  malignant  delire  to 
violate  the  conftitution  can  have 
actuated  the  condutl  of  the  minif. 
ters.  If  a  charge  of  fuch  malig¬ 
nant  intention  had  been  brought 
againft  men,  who  had  affirmed  the 
prefent  war  to  be  neither  juft  nor 
neceftary,  and  who,  on  that 
ground,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be 
friendly  to  its  fuccefs ;  who  have 
extolled,  nay  even  exulted  in  the 
prodigies  of  French  valour;  who 
have  gloried  in  the  triumphs  of  the 
foes  of  civil  liberty,  the  difturbers 
of  the  peace  of  Europe,  the  men  who 
blafphemoufly  denied  the  exiftence 
of  the  Deity,  and  who  had  rejected 
and  trampled  on  every  law,  moral 
and  divine;  who  have  exclaimed 
againft  the  injuftice  of  bringing  to 
trial  perfons  who  had  affbciated  to 
overawe  the  legiftature  ;  thofe  who 
gravely  and  vehemently  after  ted, 
that  it  was  a  queftion  of  prudence, 
rather  than  a  queftion  of  morality, 
whether  an  a£t  of  the  legiflature 
ftiould  be  refifted  ;  thofe  who  were 
anxious  to  expofe  and  aggravate 
every  defedl  in  the  conftitution  ; 
to  reprobate  every  meafure  adopted 
for  its  prefervation,  and  to  ob- 
ftruft  every  proceeding  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  government  to  enfure  the 
fuccefs  of  the  con  tell  in  which  we 
ire  engaged,  in  common  with  our 
allies ;  I  fay,  if  fuch  a  charge  of 
deliberate  and  deep-rooted  malig¬ 
nity  were  brought  againft  perfons 
of  this  defcription,  I  fhouid  con¬ 
ceive,  that  even  then  the  rules  of 
candid  and  charitable  interpreta¬ 
tion  would  induce  us  to  hefitate 
in  admitting  its  reality,  much 
more  when  it  is  brought  againft 


individuals,  whofe  condudl,  I 
truft,  has  exhibited  the  reVerfe 
of  the  pidlure  I  have  drawn. '* 
To  their  candour  he  declaimed 
any  deftrc  to  appeal,  but  he  ap¬ 
pealed  to,  and  fully  relied  on  the 
candour  and  juft  ice  of  the  houfe,  to 
acquit  him  of  the  monftrous 
charges  which  had  been  brought 
forward  againft  him. 

Nearly  the  fame  ground  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Bragge.  He  dwelt 
on  the  neceftity,  pleaded  the  prece¬ 
dents,  and  contended  that  the  mi- 
nifters  were  inverted  with  a  confi- 
derable  difcretionary  authority,  and 
that  it  was  their  bufmefs  to  look 
more  to  the  fpirit  than  to  the  letter 
of  their  poweis.  He  thought,  that 
inftead  of  deferring  blame,  the 
minifters  had  highly  deferred  the 
gratitude  of  the  count! y;  yet,  at 
the  fame  time,  he  was  defirotis, 
that  fuch  a  proceeding,  dilated  by 
neceffitv,  fhouid  not  in  future  be 
drawn  into  a  precedent.  He 
therefore  moved  as  an  amendment, 
<£  That  the  meafure  of  advanc¬ 
ing  the  feveral  funis  of  money, 
which  appear  from  the  accounts 
prefented  to  the  houfe  in  this  feffion 
of  parliament,  to  have  been  iffued 
for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor, 
though  not  to  be  drawn  into  pre¬ 
cedent  but  upon  occafions  of  Tpe- 
cial  neceftity,  was,  under  the  pe¬ 
culiar  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  a 
juftiftable  and  proper  exercife  of 
the  difcretion  verted  in  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minirters  by  the  vote  of 
credit,  and  calculated  to  produce 
confequences,  which  have  proved 
highly  advantageous  to  the  com¬ 
mon  caufe,  and  to  the  general  in- 
terefts  of  Europe/’ 

Mr.  Thornton,  aldermen  Lufh- 
ington,  Curtis,  and  Anderfon,  and 
colonel  Gafcoigne,  fpoke  in  fay  our 

of 
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of  the  minifter.  The  firft  two  were 
of  opinion  that  a  loan  to  the  em¬ 
peror  would  nor  have  been  prudent, 
and  declared  that,  although  they 
had  originally  conceived  that  a 
bill  of  indemnity  would  be  proper, 
they  were  now  convinced  that  it 
was  not  neceftary.  With  refpedt 
to  the  refolutions  of  the  common 
hall,  againft  the  minifter,  the  al¬ 
dermen  and  colonel  Gafcoigne  de¬ 
precated  the  idea  that  they  ought 
to  have  any  influence  whatever  on 
the  condud:  of  the  members  of  that 
houfe.  The  colonel  likewife  dated, 
that  he  had  come  down  to  the  houfe 
with  a  firm  refolve  to  vote  for 
cenfure,  but  that  he  had  been  con¬ 
vinced,  by  what  he  had  heard,  that 
the  tranfadion  which  was  the  theme 
of  complaint  was  according  to  the 
eftabliihed  pradice  of  government, 
and  was  perfectly  corred. 

Mr.  Nicholls  took  a  middle 
courfe,  and  while  he  was  averfe  to 
fending  money  out  of  the  kingdom 
without  the  confent  of  parliament, 
he  thought  it  would  be  impolitic 
to  agree  to  the  original  motion,  as 
it  might  tend  to  alienate  the  em¬ 
peror  from  the  common  caufe,  by 
making  it  appear  that  the  Britifh 
parliament  had  cenfured  the  mi¬ 
nifter  for  affording  him  fuccour. 
ft  would,  he  imagined,  be  better 
to  pafs  a  declaratory  law. 

Mr.  Sheridan  oppofed,  with  much 
animation,  the  amendment  which 
was  propofed  by  Mr.  Bragge.  He 
commented  in  a  ludicrous  ftrain 
on  the  fudden  converfton  of  colonel 
-Gafcoigr.e,  treated  with  fcarcely 
more  tefped  Mr.  Nicholls’s  fuggef- 
tion  as  to  a  declaratory  law  contend¬ 
ed  that  the  precedents  which  had 
been  quoted  were  of  no  value,  and 
that  there  was  nothin?  whatever 
Voh  XXXIX. 


to  juftify  the  minifter,  for  having 
affifted  the  emperor  without  the 
confent  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  he  remarked  that  as  the  amend¬ 
ment  took  no  notice  of  the  money 
advanced  to  pay  the  Condean  army, 
it  confequently  implied  a  cenfure 
upon  that  tranfaciion.  Irritated 
probably  by  the  conclufion  of  the 
minifter’s  fpeech,  he  declared  that 
of  all  the  minifters  that  ever  go¬ 
verned  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
the  man  who  had  employed  the 
worft  of  means,  and  entailed  upon 
his  country  the  greateft  of  evils ; 
a  man  whofe  whole  life  had  been 
marked  by  an  attention  to  views  of 
power  and  fentiments  of  ambition, 
and  by  an  utter  difregard  of  all  the 
feelings  of  patriotifm  and  virtue. 

Sir  William  Pulteney,  though  he 
did  not  fpeak  with  the  bitternefs  of 
Mr.  Sheridan,  was  unequivocally 
of  opinion  that  the  minifter  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty, 
and  he  pointed  out  very  forcibly 
the  dangerous  confequences  which 
might  arife,  if  fuch  proceedings 
were  allowed  to  pafs  without  re¬ 
ceiving  the  cenfure  which  they 
merited.  As,  however,  the  amend¬ 
ment  itfelf  feeraed  to  imply  a  kind 
of  cenfure,  he  was  willing  to  give 
it  his  affent,  becaufe  he  would 
rather  have  any  degree  of  cenfure 
than  none.  On  one  point  in  Mr* 
Pitt’s  vindication  he  commented 
with  great  effedfc.  It  was  that  in 
which  the  minifter  expreffed  fo 
much  deference  to  the  opinions  of 
thofe  who  were  at  the  head  of  what 
is  denominated  the  money  market ; 
a  deference  to  which  Sir  William 
Pulteney  juftly  conftdered  them  as 
having  no  title.  It  was,  he  thought, 
highly  improper  that  fuch  petfons 
[f/J  Ihould 
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fhould  exercife  any  controul  or  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  operations  of  the 
government. 

The  minifter  was  defended  by 
Mr.Wilberforce  on  nearly  rhe  fame 
ground  as  he  had  himfelf  taken. 
The  debate  was  then  clofed  by  Mr. 
Fox,  who  repeated  fome  of  his  for¬ 
mer  arguments,  and  did  not  lofe 
the  opportunity  of  retorting  fe. 
verely  on  Mr.  Pitt,  in  anfwer  to 
the  latter  part  of  that  gentleman’s 
fpeech. 

The  houfe  d'vided  on  Mr. 
Bragge’s  amendment,  which  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  204,  the 
noes  being  8i,  the  ayes  285. 

As  an  amendment  on  Mr. 
Bragge’s,  Mr.  Fox  then  propqfed 
to  i  nfert,  after  the  word  “  credit,’ * 
the  following  words:  ii  It  being 
the  opinion  of  this  houfe  that  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  furns  flared  in  the  papers 
laid  before  this  houfe  to  have  been 
Blued  on  the  authority  of  the  vote 
of  credit,  were  not  paid  on  the  faid 
authority.”  This,  however,  patT- 
cd  m  the  negative. 

He  then  propofed  to  add,  to  the 
end  of  Mr.  B'ragge’s  amendment, 
the  words,  “  Although  no  docu¬ 
ments  have  been  laid  before  the 
houfe  to  prove  either  the  neceffiry 
or  the  expediency  of  the  faidmea- 
fure. ”  This  alfo  was  negatived. 

On  thiscccafion  the  party  in  op- 
pofition  was  joined  by  feveral  mem¬ 
bers  who  ufually  voted  with  the 
* 

miniftry,  on  moll  queftions  of  fo¬ 
reign  and  domeilic  policy,  but  who 
thought  that  the  me  afire  of  clan- 
deflinely  advancing  money  to  fo¬ 
reign  powers  was  a  flagrant  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  conftitution,  which  was 
not  palliated  by  the  pretexts  urged 
in  its  defence,  and  which  it  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  the  houfe  of 


commons  to  brand  with  fome  mark 
of  reprobation,  that  the  impunity 
enjoyed  by  the  prefen t  miniflers 
might  not  tempt  others  to  a  repe¬ 
tition  of  the  crime,  and  perhaps  to 
crimes  of  ftill  greater  magnitude, 
and  more  fatal  confequences. 

Though  the  vote  of  the  houfe 
was  decilive  as  to  the  rejeHion  of 
cenfure  on  the  miniflers,  it  could 
not  prevent  their  conduct  from  be¬ 
ing  feverely  animadverted  upon, 
whenever  an  opportunity  occurred  ; 
and  only  three  days  elapfed  before 
an  opportunity  did  occur.  On  the 
feventeenth  of  December  a  meflage 
from  his  majefty  was  brought  down 
to  the  two  houfes.  It  ftated  that 
it  would  be  of  the  greateft  import¬ 
ance  to  the  common  caufe  that  his 
majefty  fhould  be  enabled  to  con¬ 
tinue  fj ch  temporary  advances  for 
the  fervice  of  the  emperor  as  might 
be  indifpenfably  neceflary,  with  a 
view  to  the  vigorous  and  effeftual 
profecution  of  military  operations 
at  an  early  period,  and  it,  there¬ 
fore,  called  upon  parliament  to 
make  fuch  provifion  tor  the  pur- 
pofe  as  might  appear  to  be  expe® 
dient. 

The  fum  which  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  propofed  to  vote  was 
500,000/.,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  wife  to  leave  to 
the  diferetion  of  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment,  to  decide  as  to  what 
times,  and  in  what  proportions,  the 
money  fhould  be  advanced  to  the 
emperor.  In  conclufion  he  moved 
an  add  refs  of  thank  s  to  his  majefty, 
and  the  reference  of  his  majefty ’s 
meflage  to  a  committee  of  fupply. 

The  addrefs,  and  the  mode  in 
which  afflftance  was  purpofed  tobe 
given  to  his  imperial  majefty,  were 
both  equally  difapproved  of  by 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Pulteney,  who  con-  loans  which  he  had  obtained  from 
tended  that  the  addrefs  was  artfully  this  country  ;  he  having  only  m 
warded  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  im-  part  provided  for  the  in  ereft,  and 
ply  that  the  recent  conduct  of  the  having  wholly  neglected  to  furnifh 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  not  the  ftipulated  Aim  to  form  a  fink- 
deferving  of  cenfure;  and  that,  ing  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the 
with  refpeft  to  the  relief  of  the  debt. 

emperor,  it  would  be  far  better  to  Sir  W.  Pulteney’s  amendment 
come  forward  at  once  and  vote  him  having  been  negatived,  without  a 
a  fum  in  the  way  of  a  loan,  than  to  divifion,  Mr.  Sheridan,  after  a  brief 
allow  500,000/.  to  be  doled  out  to  introduction,  moved  to  inferr,  as 
him  at  the  pleafure  of  the  min  iters,  an  amendment,  at  the  end  of  the 
Nor  did  he  omit  again  to  reprobate  addrefs — "  Your  majefty’s  faithful 
the  bank  directors,  for  their  intru-  commons  having  thus  manifefted 
five  interference  in  affairs  of  ftate.  their  determination  to  enable  )  our 
He,  therefore,  moved  an  amend-  majety  to  give  fuch  affiftance  to 
ment,  which  was  feconded  by  Mr*  your  majefty's  ally,  the  emperor, 
Sontine.  as  may  be  indifpenfably  neceftarv 

Mr.  Fcx,  Mr.  Grey,  and  Mr.  in  the  unfortunate  event  of  an  un- 
Sheridan,  repeated  many  of  their  favourable  iffue  to  the  prefent  nego- 
former  reproaches  againft  the  mi-  tiations  for  peace,  cannot  omit  this 
nifter,  for  his  fhamef'ul  violation  of  occafion  of  expreffmg  their  deep 
conftitutional  principles.  It  was,  regret  that  your  majefty's  minifters 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  perfectly  tifelefs  for  Ihould  in  recent  instances  have  pre- 
the  houfe  4o  give  any  directions  as  fumed  to  iffue  limilar  affiftance  to 
to  the  appropriation  of  the  furns  the  emperor,  without  any  previous 
which  it  voted,  ft  nee,  however  pre-  application  to  Parliament  fo  to  do  : 
cife  rhofe  dirc-Clions  might  be,  the  thereby  aCling,  as  your  majefty's 
minifter  would  difpofe  of  the  money  gracious  meffage  appears  in  a  great 
in  whatever  manner  he  pleafed.  meafure  to  admit,  in  defiance  of  the 
For  the  houfe  of  commons  to  pre-  eftablifhed  praftice,  and  in  viola- 
tend  that  it  had  any  thing  to  do  tion  of  the  conftitutional  privileges 
with  the  ways aud  means  was,  in  of  this  houfe.  ** 
faCt,  carrying  00  a  farce  and  a  de-  This  amendment  alfo  was  nega- 
lufton  upon  the  public,  to  which  he  tived,  without  a  divihon  ;  and  the 
had  the  ftrongeft  objection.  He  houfe  Went  into  a  committee  of  fup- 

did  not,  however,  agree  with  Sir  ply*  The  refoUuion  tor  advancing 

William  Pulteney,  that  a  loan  500,000/,  to  the  emperor  was  then 

would  be  better  than  a  fubfidy  •  moved.  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey, 

the  re-payment  of  a  loan  being  ex-  and  Mr,  Sheridan,  on  this  occafion, 

ceedingly  precarious,  and  the  ma-  once  more  iterated  their  arguments, 

nagement  of  a  loan  she  worft  of  all  .and  (econded  them  with  even  more 

things  with  which  a  minifter  could  than  ufual  afperity  of  cenfure.  Mr. 

be  trufted.  The  remarks  on  the  Fox  explicitly  charged  the  minifter 

fubjeCt  of  a  loan  were  amplified  by  with  having  taken  a  cour/e  of  ob- 

Mr.  Grey  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  feurity,  concealment,  and  fraud, 

argued  that  the  emperor  had  failed  and  with  having  (hamelefsly  prac- 

in  his  engagements  relative  to  the  tiled  a  deception  upon  the  houfe 


ander 


116]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17 97. 


under  the  cover  of  his  majedy’s 
facred  name  j  and  he  added  that  if 
the  houfe  of  commons  fuffered  him 
to  a<ff  in  this  manner,  not  only  un- 
punifhed  but  unchecked,  he  did  not 
fee  how  they  could  be  of  more  fer- 
vice  to  the  Britifh  people  than  any 
other  body  of  gentlemen  of  the  fame 
number,  who  met  at  any  other  place 
for  their  own  amufement.  Mr, 
Grey,  with  equal  bltternefs,  in¬ 
veighed  againd  the  “foul  and  mon. 
ftrous  fyftem  which  had  been  adopt¬ 
ed  by  minifters  in  the  expenditure 
of  the  public  money  and  Mr. 
Sheridan,  after  many  pointed  re¬ 
marks,  moved  that  live  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fhould  be  lent  to 
the  emperor,  whenever  the  engage¬ 
ments  refpefting  the  former  loan 
fhould  be  fulfilled,  or  fatisfaftory 
reafons  fhould  have  been  given  for 
their  failure/’ 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
having  vindicated  himfelf,  by  re- 
afferting  the  propriety  of  a  retro- 
fpedtiye  ufe  of  the  vote  of  credit,  and 
exeufed  the  emperor,  by  referring 
to  the  date  of  that  monarch’s  affairs, 
Mr.  Sheridan’s  amendment  was  at 
length  put,  and  negatived,  and  the 
original  refolution  was  then  car¬ 
ried.  On  the  following  evening, 
when  the  report  had  been  read  a 
fecond  time,  Mr.  Grey  again  pro- 
pofed  the  amendment  fuggefted  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  ;  but  with  no  better 
fuccefs,  it  being  rejected  without  a 
divifion. 

In  the  Lords,  the  Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford  objeded  to  the  addrefs,  as  Sir 
W.  Pulteney  had  done  in  the  Com¬ 
mons,  on  the  ground  that  the  words 
“  continuing  aid  to  the  emperor” 
feemed  to  imply  an  approbation  of 
what  the  rninifter  had  done.  Lord 
C^renville,  however,  denied  that  it 
was  introduced  for  any  fucb  pur- 


pofe,  and  though  he  defended  the 
private  remittance  of  aid  in  certain 
cafes,  he  allowed  that,  whenever 
it  could  be  done  confidently  with 
the  public  fafety,  parliament  ought 
to  be  previoufiy  apprized,  and  its 
corffent  obtained. 

The  majority  of  the  taxes  pro- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  occafion 
any  debate,  or  even  remark.  The 
tax  on  canal  navigation  was  the 
only  one  which  excited  oppofition,, 
It  was  repeatedly  obje&ed  to,  a$ 
highly  impolitic,  by  feveral  mem¬ 
bers,  and,  at  length,  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  fefiion,  was  abandoned 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
though  not  without  much  re!u<!d- 
ance,  and  many  efforts  to  retain  itc 
He  likewife  gave  up,  for  the  pre¬ 
lent,  the  projected  damp-duty  on 
the  conveyance  of  parcels,  on  ac¬ 
count  ot  the  difficulty  of  arranging 
the  details. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  few  conver. 
fations  which  took  place,  relative 
to  the  new  taxes,  complaints  were 
more  than  once  made,  that  the  of¬ 
ficers  had  already  begun  to  levy 
the  duties,  though  the  bills  had  not 
yet  received  the  fandlion  of  the  le- 
giflature.  It  was  anfwered,  from 
the  miniderial  fide,  that  the  levy 
was  not  ordered  by  government, 
and  had  been  made  by  midake. 
This,  however,  did  not  feem  to  be 
quite  fatisfaiflory  to  fome  of  the 
members  in  oppofition,  who  re¬ 
marked  that  the  fame  circumdance 
had  occurred  in  the  year  before, 
and  that  it, was  an  invafion  of  the 
privileges  of  the  houfe.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  does  appear  that,  probably 
with  a  view  to  gain  favour  by  their 
readinefs,  the  officers  of  the  cudoms 
had,  in  more  than  one  indance,  dis¬ 
played  an  indecent  hade  to  thrud: 
their  hands  into  the  pockets  of  the 

public. 
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public,  without  having  previoufiy 
been  inverted  with  legal  authority. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  advantageous  as 
they  were  deemed  by  the  miqifters, 
did  not  efcape  without  cenfure  :  but 
that  cenfure  was  not  followed  up  by 
any  proceeding.  The  cafe  was  dif¬ 
ferent  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  On 
the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for 
going  into  a  committee  on  the  loan 
bill,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  moved 
that  inftrudions  Ihould  be  given 
to  the  committee,  to  receive  a 
claufe,  impowering  the  lords  of  the 
treafury,  to  delay  the  payment  of 
the  capital  of  each  fubferiber,  after 
the  termination  of  the  war,  till 
fuch  time  as  the  three  per  cent,  con- 
fols  Ihould  be  75.”  The  rate  of 
intereft  he  thought  much  too  high. 
This,  however,  was  not  the  point 
on  which  he  moft  infilled.  His  ar¬ 
gument  was  principally  direded  to 
fhew  the  dangerous  confequences 
which  might  arife  from  allowing 
the  fubferibers  to  call  in  their  dock, 
and  be  paid  in  money,  if  they  chofe, 
at  the  expiration  of  three  years. 
Even  fuppofing  peace  now  to  take 
place,  the  nation  might  in  three 
years  be  engaged  in  a  new  war, 
and  what  a  calamitous  predicament 
it  would  be  placed  in,  if  the  fub¬ 
feribers  Ihould  then  infill  on  receiv¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  their  Hock  in 
ready  fpecie!  This  was  a  poflible 
cafe,  and  it,  therefore,  behoved 
their  lordfhips  to  guard  againrt  it. 
While  he  was  on  this  fubjed,  he 
alfo  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
enquiring  whether  the  prefent  loan 
was  all  that  would  be  wanted  tor 
the  fervice  of  the  year. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  lord 
Grenville,  who  pleaded  the  great 
improbability  that  perfons,  fo  zea¬ 
lous  and  patriotic  as  the  fubferibers 


had  proved  themfelves  to  be,  would 
ever  think  of  d i ft rerting  their  coun¬ 
try  by  infilling  on  payment  in 
fpecie.  With  refped  to  the  quef- 
tion  whether  any  further  fuppiies 
would  be  wanted,  he  gave  fuch  an 
anfvver  as,  without  exprefling  any 
thing  pofitively,  was  calculated  to 
induce  a  belief  that  the  fum  now- 
called  for  would  be  fufticient  for  the 
purpofe. 

It  was  replied,  by  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  that  avarice  and  felf- 
intereft  were  too  probable,  and  in¬ 
deed  too  prevalent,  to  allow  of  any 
trull  being  placed  in  the  circum- 
ftance  on  which  Lord  Grenville 
grounded  his  confidence  ;  that,  in 
fad,  no  violent  zeal  for  the  country 
could  be  difeovered  in  the  fubferi¬ 
bers,  who  hail  obtained  a  rate  of 
intereft  fuperior  to  that  which  they 
could  have  obtained  in  any  other 
manner ;  and  that,  confequently, 
provifion  ought  to  be  made  again!! 
an  event  which  might  poflibly 
occur. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  the 
motion  of  his  Grace  was  negatived, 
without  a  divifion. 

When  the  motion  was  made  for 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  his 
Grace  again  rofe  to  move  another 
claufe  of  amendment.  He  denied 
that  the  readinefs  with  which  the 
loan  had  been  filled  was  any  proof 
of  zeal,  and  he  entered  into  a  calcu¬ 
lation  to  fnew  that  the  lenders  had 
exaded  fuch  intereft  as  in  any  other 
cafe  would  have  amounted  to  grofs 
ufury.  Such  condud  tvas,  how¬ 
ever,  defenfible  in  the  monied  inte¬ 
reft,  as  it  was  called  ;  but  lit  thought 
it  highly  indecorous  in  men  of  rank 
and  diftindion.  In  times,  like 
this,  of  public  exigency,  thofe  who 
had  money  to  fpare,  and  were  eager 
to  fubferibe  it,  ought  to  do  fo 
I  H  3]  without 
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without  receiving  a  bonus.  As  a 

u 

teft,  therefore,  of  the  actual  zeal  of 
each  fubfcriber,  he  moved  u  that 
the  cafhier  of  the  bank  be  empower¬ 
ed  to  call  upon  each  contributor  or 
fubfcriber  to  the  loin,  to  take  the 
fum  fubferibed  by  him  without  the 
premium  of  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent,  and  intereft  for  his  money 
advanced  at  five  per  cent.  And 
that  he  be  empowered  to  contract 
with  each  contributor  to  that  effect, 
at  the  time  of  the  firft  payment ; 
and  that  a  lid  of  the  names  of  the 
perfons  fo  acceding,  (hall  be  made 
out  and  laid  before  both  houfes  of 
parliament/* 

This  amendment  alfo  was  oppo- 
fed  by  Lord  Grenville,  who  warmly 
vindicated  the  monied  intereft,  the 
loan-holders,  and  the  terms  of  the 
loan  ;  declared  that  he  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  there  were  more  than  twro 
perfons  in  the  country  who  were  of 


the  fame  fentimenls  as  his  Grace  ; 
and  afked  why  thofe  who  thought 
the  rate  of  intereft  too  high  had 
not  come  forward,  and  offered 
the  money  on  more  reafonable 
terms. 

Dextroufly  availing  himfelf  of 
the  con  tradition  contained  in  the 
fpeech  of  Lord  Grenville,  his  Grace 
replied  that  two  good  reafons  might 
be  given  why  others  had  not  come 
forward  to  offer  the  loan  at  a  lower 
intereft.  There  was  no  time,  and, 
had  there  been  time,  no  two  perfons 
could  pretend  to  furnifh  eighteen 
millions  of  money.  His  opinion 
refpedfing  the  loan  he  declared  to 
be  unchanged  by  all  that  had  been 
urged  in  its  favour  ;  and  in  this 
opinion  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ftrong- 
ly  expreifed  his  entire  concurrence. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and 
the  amendment  was  negatived  with¬ 
out  a  divifion. 


CHAP.  V. 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moves  the  appointment  of  a  Committee ,  to 
enquire  into  the  financial  fate  of  the  nation.  Debate  on  the  quefion  '■whether 
the  Committee  Jheuld  be  appointed  by  ballot ,  Motion  made  by  Mr.  Sheridan 
to  add  Mr.  Fox  to  the  Committee .  It  is  negatived .  Mr.  Harrifon  moves 
to  enquire  'whether fome  re  dull  ion  cannot  be  effected  in  Sinecures  Places ,  Pen~> 
fionSy  and  ufelefs  Offices.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  lVind~ 
ham  sppofe  the  mot  ion ,  and  infjl  on  the  neceffity  of  Sinecures.  Mr.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Sheridan  fupport  the  motion .  Altercation  between  Mr.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Rqje .  Dr.  Laurence  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  oppofe  the  motiony  as 

not  being  fufficiently  fpecifc.  It  is  negatived  by  a  large  majority.  Mr.  Pitt 
is  compelled  to  bring  forward  a  fecond  Budget.  His  regret  on  this  occafon. 
Statement  of  the  Supplies.  Of  the  II  ays  and  Means.  Terms  of  the  Loan . 
They  are  ccnfeffied  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  be  unfavourable.  Pie  intimates  that  fome 
allowance  mujl  be  made  to  the  holders  of  the  Loyalty  Loan.  New  Taxes 
propofed.  Mr.  Fox  replies  with  much  feverity ,  and  predicts  that  more  will 
h.e  called  for.  Mr.  Grey  aCcufes  the  Chancellor  oj'  the  Exchequer  of  hav¬ 
ing  mifapplied  a  fum  of  money.  Tax  on  Newfpapers  oppofed  by  Mr.  She - 
riaan.  1  he  Chancellor  of  the-  Exchequer  abandons  certain  Taxes}  and  pro • 
pojes  others.  He  moves  a  Loan  to  the  Emperor.  It  is  oppofed  by  Mr.  Forf 
Mr.  Sheridan^  and  others .  The  Emperor  having  made  peace ,  the  Loan  is 

dropped , 
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dropped,  Mr,  Pitt  brings  forward  a  reflation  to  indemnify  the  loferson 
the  Loyalty  Loan,  Language  of  the  Bankers.  The  refcflntion  is  frongly 
op p  (fed  by  Mr,  Dent  and  others ,  but  is  at  length  carried.  It  is  again 
vigoronfly  oppofed}  on  the  fecond  reading ,  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  The  Speaker 
decides  that  thofe  who  are  intcrefed  ought  not  to  vote.  The  reflation  is 
carried  by  a  majority  of  only  one  ;  and ,  therefore ,  Mr.  Pitt  declines  a  Ping 
on  it.  Marriage  Portion  of  8o5ooo/.  voted  to  the  Princefs  Royal .  Re¬ 
marks  of  Mr,  Cur  wen.  Vote  of  Credit  paffed  for  half  a  million % 


"I  N  the  prefent  perplexing  and 
-*■  embar  raffed  ftate  of  financial 
affairs,  and  amidft  daily  calls  for 
an  inveftigation  of  them,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  deemed  it 
neceffary  to  adopt  fome  meafure  of 
enquiry,  which  might  give  fatif- 
faction  to  the  country.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  refolved  to  propofe  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee,  confid¬ 
ing  of  fifteen  members,  which  fhould 
be  authorized  to  enter  into  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  thorough  examination 
of  all  the  branches  of  public  income 
and  expenditure.  Accordingly,  on 
the  ioth  of  March,  he  moved,  as 
a  preliminary  ftep,  “  that  it  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  fecret  committee  to  ex¬ 
amine  into  the  total  amount  of  the 
public  debt,  with  the  intereft  due 
thereon,  and  all  public  charges,  as 
they  Hood  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1797  ;  diftinguilhing  whaft  part 
arofefince  the  year  1793,  and  the 
produce  of  the  four  years  preceding ; 
and  alfo  the  produce  of  the  feveral 
taxes  impofed  for  defraying  the 
charges  of  each  year  within  the  fe¬ 
veral  periods,  and  to  reporc  the 
fame  with  their  opinion  thereon  t© 
the  houfe.  And  likewife  to  exa¬ 
mine  into,  and  date  the  amount  of 
any  unfunded  debt  outdanding  on 
the  5  th  of  January,  1797  ;  and  alfo 
to  calculate  the  total  amount  of  the 
expences  incurred  for  the  year 
1798,  as  far  as  they  can  be  made 
up,  and  to  date  the  fame,  as  it  fhall 
appear  to  them,  to  the  houfe,  to¬ 


gether  withthe  provifions  that  have 
been  made  for  defraying  thefame.’* 
This  motion  was  put  and  carried, 
without  exciting  any  ohfervation. 

VVhen,  however,  the  minider 
moved  that  the  committee  (hould 
be  chofen  by  way  of  ballot,  a  vehe¬ 
ment  oppofition  was  made  to  the 
propofal  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  by 
others  of  the  fame  party.  Mr. 
Sheridan,  as  on  a  recent  occafion  of 
a  like  kind,  which  will  be  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  next  chapter,  was  the 
mod  prominent  of  the  fpeakers.  It 
was,  he  faid,  a  notorious  fad,  that 
a  ballot  was  the  means  employed  by 
the  minider  for  packing  a  jury  of 
his  friends,  to  make  a  report  on  his 
condud  ;  and,  therefore,  in  defence 
of  its  own  dignity,  the  houfe 
ought  to  (hew  that  it  would  no 
longer  tolerate  fuch  a  fydem  of 
trickery.  ri  he  pradice  was  vindi¬ 
cated  by  Mr.  Dundas,  as  one  which 
had  been  long  edablifhed,  and  was 
perfedly  innocent  :  but  this  vindi¬ 
cation  had  no  other  effed  than  to 
draw  down  on  him,  from  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan,  an  abundance  of  farcafm  and 
perfonal  remark.  In  order  to  do 
away  with  an  objedion  which  had 
been  urged,  that  ballot  lifts  were 
circulated  by  the  minifters,  and 
were  always  adopted,  Mr.  Pollen 
moved  that  the  houfe  (hould  now 
proceed  to  the  ballot.  But  this 
was  oppofed  by  feveral  minifterial 
members,  as  taking  the  houfe  by 
furprife  ;  and  on  a  divifion,  it  was 
[df  4  fejeded 
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rejefted  by  123  voices  again#  40. 
The  nomination  was  ccnfequently 
deferred.  On  a  fubfequent  day, 
Mr.  Sheridan  made  a  motion  that 
Mr.  Fox  fhauld  he  added  to  the 
committee.  It  was,  however,  un- 
fuccefsful ;  being  rej,e<5kd  by  148 
noes  again#  75  ayes.  The  final 
refult  ol  the  labours  of  this  com¬ 
mittee  was  a  longferies  ot  luminous 
and  valuable  reports,  accompanied 
by  a  vaft  body  of  evidence,  and 
containing  numerous  wife  and  be¬ 
neficial  fuggeftions,on  every  branch 
of  the  national  finances. 

It  has  been  feen,  in  the  volume 
for  1794,  that  a  motion  again# 
penfions  and  finecure  places  was 
made  in  the  la#  parliament,  by  Mr. 
Harrifon,  and  was  reje&ed  by  a 
confiderable  majority.  The  pecu¬ 
niary  difficulties  under  which  the 
nation  now  laboured  appeared  to 
him  to  render  neeeffary,  and  per¬ 
haps  to  afford  fome  chance  of  foc- 
cefs  to,  a  propofition  of  a  fimilar 
kind.  On  the  13th  of  March, 
therefore,  he  moved  as  a  refolution, 
Si  that  the  extent  of  the  fupplies 
voted  to  government,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  war, 
having  caufed  fo  heavy  an  increafe 
of  taxes,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  hotife 
to  inquire  whether  fome  relief  to 
the  burthens  of  the  people,  or  pro- 
vifion  for  further  expence,  may  not 
be  obtained  by  the  redaction  of 
ufelefs  places,  finecure  offices,  ex¬ 
orbitant  fees,  and  other  modes  of 
retrenchment  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money/’ 

This  motion  was  feconded  by 
Lord  John  Kuffel  in  a  fpeech  which, 
wandering  into  other  topics,  had 
little  reference  to  the  fubjebt  of  it  ; 
and  was  warmly  fupported  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Baftard, 
and  Mr.  Tierney.  It  was  oppofed 


by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;, 
and,  with  #ill  more  ardour,  by 
Mr.  Windham. 

It  was  contended  by  the  honour¬ 
able  mover  that,  at  a  period  when 
profufion  ought  to  be  rigidly  guard¬ 
ed  again#,  the  mimfters  werefquan- 
dcring  in  an  unexampled  manner 
the  treafures  of  the  public,  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  giving  fecurity  to 
th  eir  own  tottering  power.  In 
proportion  as  the  danger  prelfed  on 
them,  they  extended  more  widely 
their  prodigality  and  corruption.. 
New  boards  were  eftablifhed,  new 
places  were  created  ;  efficient  hold¬ 
ers  of  offices  were  removed  and  pen- 
fioned  to  make  way  for  the  friends 
of  the  minifters,  and,  as  if  thofe 
minifters  were  afraid  that  they 
might  be  followed  by  others  more 
virtuous  than  themfelves,  not  only 
were  the  vacant  finecures  feized 
with  avidity,  but  the  reverfions  of 
them  were  granted,  fo  as  to  preclude 
the  poffibility  of  relieving  the  peo¬ 
ple  from  any  part  of  their  burthens. 
It  was  to  the  bound lefs  patronage 
which  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  rninifier,  that  he  attributed  all 
the  calamities  of  the  country,  and 
he  declared  his  con  v  id  ion  that,  if 
the  monftrous  fyftero  of  influence 
were  not  corrected  by  efforts  with¬ 
in  the  walls  of  the  houfe,  it  would 
be  tumultuoufly  reformed  from 
without.  He  avowed,  however, 
that  the  purpofe  of  his  motion  was 
not  merely  to  obtain  a  retrenchment 
on  thefe heads,  but  likewife  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  parliament  the  total 
difregard  of  expenditure  in  every 
department.  On  this  point  he 
dwelt  for  a  confiderable  time,  and 
referred  to  a  multiplicity  of  in- 
fiances,  to  prove  the  reality  and 
extent  of  that  extravagance  which 
was  the  theme  ol  his  eenfure. 

A  direft 
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A  direfl  oppofition  to  a  meafure 
of  retrenchment  did  nor,  perhaps, 
appear  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  to  be  politic,  and  he, 
therefore,  adopted  a  lefs  offenfive 
mode  of  getting  rid  of  Mr.  Harri- 
fon’s  motion.  Profeffing  the  higheft 
refpefl  for  economy,  he  pleaded, 
in  the  firft  place,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  had  been  recently 
appointed,  would  be  intruded  to 
inquire  into  the  means  of  diminiih- 
ing  the  public  expenditure ;  and 
that,  confequently,  as  far  as  re¬ 
garded  the  general  queflion  of 
faving,  the  prefent  motion  was 
tinneceffary.  While  he  was  ar¬ 
guing  on  this  head,  an  inadver¬ 
tence  of  language  efcaped  from  him, 
which  was  eagerly  feized  on  by 
his  vigilant  opponents.  S(  The 
committee, ”  faid  he,  “  which  I 
appointed;’*  and  this  expreffion 
was  triumphantly  adduced  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  as  an  abundant  proof 

that  all  that  he  had  fo  lately  ob- 

✓ 

jefled  to  the  mode  of  chufmg  com¬ 
mittees  by  ballot  was  ftridly  car- 
red  ;  it  being  now  confeffed,  by 
the  minifter  himfelf,  that  fuch  com¬ 
mittees  were  the  mere  creatures  of 
his  will. 

Entering  into  a  view  of  the  va¬ 
rious  offices  of  the  date,  Mr.  Pitt 
now  contended  that  no  abides  ex- 
ifted,  and  that  there  was  no  reafon 
to  believe  that  any  faving  could 
be  accomplifhed.  The  neceffary 
and  efficient  offices  were  not,  he 
faid,  by  any  means  too  highly  re¬ 
munerated.  The  talents  required 
in  them  were  great,  many  of  them 
were  attended  with  confiderable 
expence,  and  in  none  of  them  did 
the  holders  receive,  perhaps,  as 
much  from  the  public,  as  they  might 
have  gained  had  they  applied  them- 
feives  with  equal  labour  to  the  cuf- 


tomary  purfuits  of  life.  Th  ere  were, 
indeed,  other  offices,  offices  about 
the  fovereign,  which  had  fewer 
duties  attached  to  them  ;  but  they 
were  the  remnants  of  former  times, 
connected  with  the  fplendour  of 
monarchy,  and  had  been  ufual 
in  all  countries  which  were  go¬ 
verned  by  monarchs.  This  cuftom 
had  been  interwoven  into  our  con¬ 
futation,  and  formed  an  appendage 
to  our  mixed  government ;  not 
for  the  difplay  of  idle  parade  ;  not 
for  the  loofe  gratification  of  idle 
vanity  ;  but  produced  by  the  man¬ 
ners  of  our  anceftors,  and  continued 
for  the  dignified  confiftency  of  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  king  of  a  great 
and  free  people.  Under  this  head 
he  alfo  chofe  to  clafs  finecures, 
which,  while  he  confeffed  them  to 
be  of  a  more  invidious  nature,  he 
maintained  were  capable  of  being 
looked  at  with  the  eye  of  reafon* 
He  deferibed  them  as  affording 
provifion  and  retreat  for  a  life  de¬ 
voted  to  the  public  fervice  ;  urged 
that  no  other  mode  of  bellowing 
reward  would  be  regarded  as  lefs 
obnoxious,  or  lefs  liable  to  error ; 
and  finally  afferted,  that  thofe 
which  had  been  already  bellowed 
were  as  facred  as  freehold  property, 
and  could,  not  be  touched  by  Par¬ 
liament,  without  its  a  fling  on  prin¬ 
ciples  which  might  ferve  full  as 
well  to  jullify  the  feizure  of  every 
other  kind  of  property.  In  aid  of 
this  argument  in  defence  of  fine- 
cures,  Mr.  Pitt  reminded  the  houfe 
that  the  propriety  of  their  ex- 
iftence  had  been  recognized  by  Mr. 
Burke,  in  his  celebrated  meafure 
of  economical  reform.  To  at./ 
practicable  and  proper  faying  he  de- 
dared  himfelf  a  friend  •  but,  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  could  proceed  to  re¬ 
trench  and  lop  off,  it  mail  afeer- 

tain 
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tain  whether,  in  reality,  any  par¬ 
ticular  offices  were  paid  beyond  the 
toil  and  refponfibility  attached  to 
them  ;  til’s  would  be  done  by  the 
recently  appointed  commi  tee;  and 
he,  therefore,  moved  to  get  rid, 
by  the  previous  quell. ion,  of  Mr. 
Harrifon’s  proportion. 

Mr.  Windham  went  Hill  farther 
than  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  and  treated  with  alternate 
derilion  and  afperity  the  motion 
before  tjie  houfe,  which  he  con¬ 
sidered  as  founded  on  grofs  error 
and  monitrous  doctrines.  What  re- 
fources,  what  funds,  he  alked, 
would  it  provide  for  thfe  relief  of 
the  country  ?  A  few  miferable 
favings  and  fcrapings,  the  odds 
and  ends  of  candles,  cheefe  parings, 
and  tattered  rags  and  remnants, 
t(  a  thing  of  Ihreds  and  patches  !” 
This  was  the  refource  which  it 
offered..  For  this,  every  finecure 
place  was  to  be  abolilhed  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  public  confidence  was 
to  be  deftroyed,  the  ufeful  and 
the  brave  were  to  be  deprived 
of  their  remuneration,  and  people 
were  to  be  prevented  in  future 
from  being  as  prompt  and  vigorous 
as  they  othewife  would  be,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  infecurity  and  Impro¬ 
bability  of  obtaining  any  recom- 
pence.  Sinecures  were  neceffary, 
as  a  provision  for  old  age,  talents, 
and  public  fervices.  All  that 
would  be  gained  by  their  abolition 
would  not  be  a  farthing  a  head  on 
the  people  in  the  metropolis.  Thofe 
who  argued  again!!  them  ought  to 
recoiled:  where  they  were,  and  to 
talk  like  ftatefmen  in  parliament, 
and  not  as  if  they  were  haranguing 
a  club  in  a  pot. houfe.  Their 
ideas  were  only  fit  to  inflame  the 
poor,  and  to  purchafe  i(  mouth  ho¬ 
nour,”  and  unworthy  popularity. 


As  to  the  emoluments  of  office,  it 
was  ab  urd  to  exclaim  againft:  them  ; 
they  were  honourably  and  hardly 
earned,  and  it  would  be  the  ex¬ 
treme  of  imprudence  to  look  to 
men  of  fortune  alone  for  the  fervice 
of  the  public,  even  fuppofing  them 
to  poffefs  ability  and  inclination, 
to  the  exclufion  of  lefs  fortunate 
men  of  talent.  Such  had  not  been 
the  principle  of  Mr.  Burke  in  his 
plan  of  reform.  In  his  opinion,  ^ 
Mr.  Windham  faid,  there  was  a 
clofe  connedion  in  reafon,  and  a 
dill  clofer  one  in  fad,  between  the 
clamour  againft  public  offices  and 
the  confifcation  of  private  property ; 
and  of  this  France  afforded  a  ftrik- 
ing  proof.  What  fervice  did  a 
man  do  for  his  eftate  ?  Of  the  two 
fpecies  ©f  property,  added  he,  the 
place  is  the  molt  fecure,  becaufe 
the  labourer  is  fuppofed  “  to  be 
worthy  of  his  hire,”  whereas  the 
eftate  may  have  originated  in  abufe 
of  power,  or  fervility  to  a  prince, 
and  on  that  ground  it  might  be  al¬ 
leged  that  the  poffeffor  and  his 
family  had  enjoyed  it  long  enough, 
and  that  it  was  now  high  time  for 
it  to  revert  to  other  claimants. 
He  wound  up  his  fpeech  by  jufli- 
fying  the  department  over  which 
he  prettded,  and  declaring  that  it 
afforded  no  room  for  retrenchment, 
to  which  he  added,  that  he  firmly 
believed  the  fame  to  be  the  cafe  in 
every  other  branch  of  the  national 
expenditure. 

✓  The  affertions  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Windham  were  confidered  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Fox,  as 
being  dire&ly  at  variance  with 
well  known  facts.  The  plea  that 
the  motion  was  ufelefs  becaufe  a 
committee  of  enquiry  was  already 
appointed,  they  treated  as  nuga¬ 
tory  ;  it  being  quite  certain,  from 
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the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
chofen,  that  nothing  fatisfadory 
to  the  people  would  be  effected  by 
that  committee.  In  anfwer  to  the 
argument,  that  no  reform  was  ne- 
ceflary,  they  replied  that,  if  a  re. 
form  was  neceilary  at  the  period 
when  Mr.  Burke's  bill  was  pailed, 
it  was  far  more  fo  now  that  fuch 
an  additional  mafs  had  been  created 
of  patronage  and  emolument ;  and 
they  did  not  forget,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  call  to  the  recolledion  of 
their  hearers,  that  Mr.  Burke's 
plan  had  been  only  partially  ex. 
ccuted.  That  the  dired  faving 
would  be  fmall  was,  they  laid,  no 
reafon  why  the  retrenchment  Ihould 
not  be  made.  But,  in  truth,  it  was 
not  the  direct  faving  which  was 
the  main  objed.  But  deftroying 
influence,  and  thus  feeuring  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  Houle  of  Com¬ 
mons,  many  millions  would  be 
faved  to  the  country,  which  were 
now  Ihamelefsiy  fquandered.  It 
was  to  this  that  the  people  looked, 
arid  they  therefore  warned  the  mi- 
jdfter  not  to  deceive  himfelf,  by 
fuppofin g  that  the  people  were,  as 
had  been  affirmed,  indifferent  to  the 
fate  of  the  motion  which  was  now 
before  the  houfe.  As  to  the  fplen- 
dour  neceilary  for  a  court,  which 
had  been  urged  in  behalf  of  fome 
ufelefs  offices,  they  affirmed,  that 
though  fplendourand  dignity  migh  t, 
under  certain  circumftances,  be 
proper  and  becoming,  yet,  at  a 
period  like' the  prefent,  when  cre¬ 
dit  was  fallen,  when  commerce  was 
decaying,  when  the  nation  was  al- 
moil  cruihed  beneath  an  intolera¬ 
ble  load  of  taxes,  fplendour  then 
became  an  infult  to  the  people,  and. 
authority  could  only  be  retained  by 
fympathizing  with,  and  participat¬ 
ing  in,  the  privations  which  were 


[m 

fuffered  by  the  community.  That 
penfions  were  always  granted  as  the 
reward  of  merit  they  pofitively  de¬ 
nied.  1  hey  had,  on  the  contrary, 
been  too  often  granted,  merely  be- 
caufe  the  receivers  of  them  had 
difplayed  their  fubferviency  to  a 
fadion.  I  hat  fome  offices  were 
even  underpaid  was,  they  laid,  un¬ 
doubtedly  true  ;  but  could  that  be 
affirmed  or  the  larger  number  ? 
A  flu  redly  it  could  not.  As  to  fi- 
necures,  they  maintained  that  they 
had,  in  numerous  inflanees,  been 
bellowed  on  perfons  who  had  not 
the  claim  which  is  given  by  long, 
laborious,  and  inadequately  paid 
fervice;  and,  in  proof  of  this, 
among  other  cafes,  they  quoted 
that  of  Mr.  Rcfe,  on  whofe  clerk- 
fhip  of  the  parliament,  at  a  falar y 
of  4000I.  per  annum,  the  reverflon 
of  which  he  had  obtained  for  his 
fon,  they  commented  with  fuch 
feverity  as  to  occahon  a  warm  al¬ 
tercation  between  Mr.  Rofe  and 
Fox. 

Dr.  Laurence  and  Mr.  Serjeant 
Adair  objeded  to  Mr.  Harrifon's 
projed,  on  the  ground  that  it  took 
for  granted  that  which  ought  to  be 
proved;  that  it  did  nor  clearly 
mark  out  the  abufes  which  it  con. 
fidered  as  a  fubjed  of  complaint  ; 
and  that  thus  it  left  the  queftion 
doubtful,  whether  it  did  not  point 
to  fome  defed  in  the  conftitution. 
Economy,  they  thought,  ought  to 
be  ft r idly  obferved,  but  they  were 
of  opinion  that  it  was  highly  dan¬ 
gerous,  by  means  of  vague  motions 
in  favour  of  economy,  to  give  the 
people  an  idea  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  radically  wrong  in  the  fabric 
of  the  ftate.  It  was,  Dr.  Lau¬ 
rence  obferved,  to  put  a  flap  to 
fuch  deluflons,  and  to  difpel  the 
notions  then  afloat,  relpeding  theo¬ 
ries 
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lies  and  improvements  in  govern, 
rnent,  it  was  to  lead  the  people  from 
dangerous  innovations  to  whole- 
feme  reforms,  that  Mr.  Burke 
trough  forward  his  plan  in  1782. 
His  plan  was  fpecific,  and  fully 
explained;  and  it  v/as  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  the  prefen t  motion 
was  not  equally  explicit  and  de¬ 
fined. 

The  motion  was  alfo  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Rofe  and  Mr.  Pollen,  and  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Ballard  and  Mr. 
Tierney.  On  the  queflion  being 
put  the  previous  queftion  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  92  ;  the 
ayes  being  169,  the  noes  77. 

If  in  the  preceding  feffion  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had, 
as  he  then  confeifed,  felt  as  a  highly 
pa  nf  d  circumftance  the  necefiity 
of  bringing  forward  a  fecond  budget 
within  the  year,  it  mud,  under  the 
increafed  difficulties  of  the  country, 
have  been  doubly  painful  to  him 
to  be  now  compelled  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  fame  meafure.  There 
was  befides,  another  and  a  power¬ 
ful  reafon,  which  could  not  fail  to 
render  fuch  a  ftep  fKU  more  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  his  feelings.  It  af¬ 
forded  a  triumph  to  his  political 
opponents,  who  had  repeatedly  pre¬ 
ceded  that,  heavy  as  were  the 
burthens  already  impofed,  and  po- 
fitive  as  he  was  that,  a  fufficient 
provifion  was  made  by  them  for 


the  public  fervice,  he  would,  never- 
thelefs  be  forced  to  afk  for  ad¬ 
ditional  fupplies  before  the  clofe 
of  the  fitting  of  parliament.  The 
fums  voted  having, however, proved 
to  be  woefully  inadequate,  he  had 
no  alternative  but  to  propofe  a 
fecond  budget,  which  he  accord¬ 
ingly  did  on  the  26th  of  April. 

In  performing  this  talk,  the 
chancellor  ot  the  exchequer  did 
not  affedt  to  conceal  that  it  was 
to  him  a  fource  of  difappointment 
and  regret.  But,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  declared  that  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  come  forward  with  a  firm 
and  manly  fpirir,  jn  which  he 
trailed  that  he  Ihould  have  the 
concurrence  of  the  houfe  and  of  the 
country,  to  convince  our  enemy 
that,  whatever  might  be  our  em- 
harraffraents,  we  were  refolved  to 
carry  on  the  con  tell  to  the  laft, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  haughty  and 
dilhonourable  terms  of  peace. 

After  having  adverted  to  the 
firft  report  of  the  finance  commit¬ 
tee,  which,  he  faid,  had  materially 
diminilhed  the  labour  of  preparing 
his  plan,  he  proceeded  to  detail  the 
various  items  of  expence,  for  which 
provifion  was  to  be  made.  The 
total,  including  the  fums  already 
voted,  amounted  to  nearly  forty- 
three  millions,  an  amount  which, 
he  candidly  confefied,  bore  a  moll 
formidable  afped. 

£12,661,000 

—  -  6,600,000 

3*387,000 
2,088,000 

—  —  4,000,000 

—  —  1,625,000 

757,000 

—  929,000 

i - - 

Carried  up  £'32,025,000 

Advances 


Navy  - 

Army  -  - 

Army  extraordinaries 

Treafury  bills  and  army  warrants 

Army  extraordinaries  for  1797 

Ordnance  -  ' 

Ordnance,  extraordinaries,  and  barracks 

Mifcdlaneous  fervices 
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Brought  up  £"32,02;  000 

600,000 


Advances  to  the  merchants  of  Grenada 
Imperial  loan  - 
Annual  addition  to  the  linking  fund 
Deficiency  of  land  and  malt  - 

Repayment  to  the  Bank  for  advances  to  the  confolidated 
fund  of  1795 
Ditto  for  1796  - 

Further  deficiencies  of  land  and  malt 
Deficiency  of  the  confolidated  fund 

To  difcharge  exchequer  bills  iifued  on  die  credit  of  the 
confolidated  fund  for  1796  - 

Vote  of  credit  for  1797  - 


500,000 

200,000 

350,000 

J, 054,000 
000 
900,000 
2,177,000 

i,i  10,000 
2,500,000 


Total  of  fupplies  £42, 786, 000 


The  ways  and  means  to  cover  this  vail  fupply,  were  as  follows, 
comprehending,  of  courfe,  the  fums  which  were  voted  on  the  firft  budget. 


The  land  and  malt  . 

Surplus  of  grants  - 

Loyalty  loan,  according  to  the  firft  budget 
Lottery  -  - 

Exchequer  bills  - 

Growing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund,  by  eftimation 
The  part  of  the  new  loan  applied  to  Great  Britain  only 


£2, 750,000 
420,00a 
18,000,00a 
200,000 
3,000,000 
2,000,000 
16,500,000 


vTotal  of  ways  and  means  £hj.2, 870, 000 


Mr.  Pitt  then  ftated  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  the  extent  and  terms  of  the 
new  loan  which  he  had  negotiated. 
He  had,  he  faid,  agreed  provifion- 
ally  for  eighteen  millions,  of  which 
a  million  and  a  half  was  for  the 
fervice  of  Ireland.  That  kingdom 
was  to  be  at  the  charge  of  railing 
this  latter  fum,  and  was  to  provide 
the  intereft.  His  bargain  was  cer¬ 
tain  for  14,500,000k  that  being 
the  fum  which  would  be  wanted 
for  England  and  Ireland  ;  arid  con¬ 
ditional  for  3,500,000k  that  being 
the  fum  which,  on  a  future  day,  he 
fnould  propofe  to  the  committee 
to  advance  to  the  emperor,  and  this 
he  thought  might  be  done  with  per* 


fed!  fafety,  and  with  the  moft  be¬ 
neficial  effedk  With  regard  to 
the  terms  on  which  this  loan  was 
raifed,  he  lamented  that  they  were 
not  favourable,  although  he  had 
ftruggled  hard  to  procure  fuch. 
The  bonus  was  equal  to  61.  17s. 
per  cent.,  a  great  and  improvident 
bonus,  he  owned,  for  the  public  to 
give,  but  which,  he  was  forry  to 
fay,  he  had  found  it  impoffible  to 
prevent.  Including  charges  of ma- \ 
nagement  and  redemption  fund,  the 
intereft  would  be  81.  7s.  6d.  per 
cent.  Before  he  quitted  this  fub- 
je&  he  gave  notice  that,  as  the 
fubfcribers  to  the  loyalty  loan  had 
fuffered  a  heavy  lofs,  it  would,  on 

a  fub. 
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a  fubfequent  day,  be  proper  to 
confider  the  propriety  of  affording 
them  fiorne  relief. 

To  pay  the  intereil  of  the  loan, 
and  of  a  Eoating  navy  debt  of 
three  millions  and  a  half,  and  to 
make  up  for  the  deficiency  oc- 


cafioned  by  relinquifhing  fome  of 
the  taxes  which  had  been  propofed 
before  Chriftmas,  it  was  now  ne. 
cefiary  to  raife  yearly  1,284,000!. 
by  new  impofts.  This  the  minlfter 
purpofed  to  accomplilh  in  the  fol. 
lowing  manner ; 


The  confolidated  duties  on  flarnps  in  general,  doubled 
On  bills  of  exchange  - 

Tax  on  property  transferred  by  private  contract,  at  4d.  per 
pound  -  -  _ 

Copies  of  deeds  to  be  given  in  evidence  to  be  ftarnpt 
On  the  probates  of  wills  above  the  fum  of  300I. 

An  additional  duty  of  i|d,  upon  the  ftamp  of  each  newfpaper 
Increafed  duty  on  advertifements  - 

On  attorneys’  certificates  •  - 

On  ornamented  plate  =  -  *  - 

On  insurances  from  fire 

Duty  equal  to  the  tolls  on  all  carriages  palling  turnpikes 


£320,00* 

40,000 

170,000 
50,000 
40,000 
1 14,000 
20,000 
15,000 
30,000 
35,000 
450,000 


£1,284,000 


Each  of  thefe  articles,  Mr  Pitt, 
as  ufual,  introduced  by  a  brief  ex¬ 
planation  of  his  reafon  for  believing 
that  it  was  capable  of  bearing  an 
increafe  of  taxation,  or  of  being 
made  the  objedl  of  a  tax.  His  ar¬ 
gument  refpeding  the  propriety  of 
increafing  the  ftamp  on  newfpapers 
gave  rife,  as  he  expe&ed,  to  fome 
animadverfions.  The  additional 
duty  which  he  propofed  was  three- 
halfpence  each  paper,  and  he  con- 
fidered  it  as  perfe&ly  fair,  and 
of  a  kind  to  be  productive  ;  news¬ 
papers  being  an  article  of  luxury, 
which  was  fought  after  by  the 
public  with  aftonilhing  avidity, 
and  was  therefore  not  likely  to 
be  at  all  diminilhed  in  fale. 

The  heavy  call  which  was  now 
made  on  the  public  purfe,  drew  from 
Mr.  Fox  a  fpeech  of  no  fmall  fe- 
verity.  Delufive,  he  faid,  as  were 
the  former  financial  calculations  of 
the  minifies  they  were  far  exceeded 


in  aelufion  by  his  liatements  of  this 
day,  which  might  truly  be  affirmed 
to  be  unprecedented  in  the  hiftory 
of  Finance.  He  had  himfelf,  he 
reminded  his  hearers,  clearly  ex- 
pofed  the  fallacy  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
former  ftatement,  that  the  loan 
provided  by  the  firft  budget  would 
be  an  ample  fupply  for  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  country.  But  the 
minifter  to  day  pleaded  that  he  had 
exparienced  disappointments.  What 
unforefeen  difappointment  could 
he,  Mr.  Fox  alked,  have  experi¬ 
enced,  in  this  fhort  time,  to  render 
necefi'ary  this  unparalleled  applica¬ 
tion  ?  Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to 
comment  on  the  report  of  the  fi¬ 
nance  committee,  and  maintained 
that  they  had  rated  far  too  high 
the  produce  of  the  taxes.  Inftead 
of  a  deficiency  of  210,000/.  which 
was  the  eftimate  made  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  there  was,  he  affirmed,  a 
deficiency  of  no  lefs  than  470,000 /. 

They 
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They  had  alfo  calculated  at  too 
low  a  rate  the  expences  of  the 
naval  fervice,  which,  inftead  of 
being  12,661 ,000/.  would  extend 
to  14, 16 1 ,000/.  In  fact,  notwith- 
Handing  all  ihe  burthens  recently 
rmpofed,  and  thofe  which  we  were 
on  the  point  of  impofing,  there 
Hill  would  be  a  million  more  to 
be  railed.  On  the  return  of  peace 
the  revenue  would  be  equal  to  the 
whole  rental  of  the  kingdom.  He 
©bjeded  drongly  to  palling  an  im¬ 
mediate  vote  of  200,000/.  to  the 
emperor,  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  de¬ 
clared  his  intention  of  moving  that 
evening,  and  he  earneftly  recom¬ 
mended  that  peace  (hould  be  ob¬ 
tained,  it  being  the  only  remedy 
which  could  be  of  fervice  to  the 
country,  in  its  prelent  deprelfed  and 
exhaufted  condition. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
was  alfo  accufed,  by  Mr.  Grey, 
of  having  mifapplied  a  fum  of 
1,0^4,000/.  which  had  been  voted, 
In  the  preceding  year,  to  repay  a 
part  of  the  money  that  was  due  to 
the  bank.  It  was  anfwered  by  the 
minifter  and  by  Mr.  Steele,  that 
the  fum  under  difpute  had  never  been 
fpecifically  appropriated  by  parlia¬ 
ment  to  any  fuch  purpofe  as  was 
pretended,  and  that  confequently 
there  was  not  the  leaft  loundation 
for  the  charge  which  was  thus  un- 
jufxly  and  inremperately  brought 
forward.  Mr.  Grey,  who  was 
joined  by  Mr.  Fox,  hill,  however, 
maintained,  that  the  money  was 
underftood  at  the  time  to  be  in¬ 
tended  for  the  repayment  of  the 
bank,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt’s  defence 
confified  of  mere  fpecial  pleading 
and  comments  on  form. 

The  refolutions  were  carried 
without  a  divifion,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  that  relative  to  the  duty 


on  newfpapers,  which  was  oppofed 
by  Mr.  Sheridan,  as  linking  fe« 
verelv  at  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 
Newfpapers  had,  hefaid,  been  deno¬ 
minated  a  luxury,  but  was  the  dif. 
mal  catalogue  of  mifery  and  diftrefs 
which  they  now  almoft  conftantly 
contained,  any  luxury  to  thofe  by 
whom  they  were  read  ?  The  fad 
was,  that  the  tax  was  not  a  meafure 
of  revenue.  It  was  meant  to  de¬ 
prive  the  lower  elaffes  of  people  of 
the  foie  means  which  they  poffeffed 
of  obtaining  political  knowledge. 

The  refolution  was,  never  thelefs, 
carried  by  15 1  ayes  againft  43 
noes. 

On  the  following  evening,  when 
the  refolutions  were  read  a  fecond 
time,  Mr.  Fox  repeated  his  pre¬ 
dictions  that  Hill  further  fupplies 
would  be  wanted.  The  refolutions 
were  then  agreed  to,  and  bills  or¬ 
dered  to  be  brought  in  for  carrying 
them  intoeffed. 

Of  the  various  taxes,  the  only 
one  which  met  with  oppofition 
was  that  which  levied  an  additional 
three-halfpence  on  newfpapers.  It 
was  feveral  times  Prongly  cenfured, 
and  Mr.  Sheridan  once  divided  the 
houfe,  but  was  left  in  a  minority, 
on  the  motion,  that  the  impolt  on 
newfpapers  fhould  be  left  out  of  the 
Hamp-duty  ad,  and  made  the  fub- 
jed  of  a  feparate  bill,  in  order  to 
afford  an  opportunity  for  more  ex. 
tended  difcuffion.  The  bill  finally 
paffed  in  its  original  form. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fefiion, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in 
a  committee  of  fupply,  on  the  30th 
of  June,  Hated  his  intention  of  re. 
linquifhing  the  toll-duty,  the  par. 
cebduty,  and  the  duty  upon  ad- 
vertifements.  To  make  up  the 
deficiency  occafioned  by  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  thefe  taxes,  and  fome 
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modifications  of  others,  the  whole 
amounting  to  660,000/.  he  pro- 
pofed  to  lay  a  tax  on  watches  and 
clocks,  and  on  horfes  employed  in 
agriculture,  and  to  increafe  the 
exifting' cuftoms  on  pepper,  coals, 
and  other  articles,  on  which  no 
fpecial  duty  was  yet  impofed.  The 
produce  of  thefe  duties,  with  an 
unexpected  furplus  of  182,000/. 
which  had  accrued  in  the  excife  of 
the  Scotch  didilleries,  would,  he 
fuppofed,  be  adequate  to  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which  they  were  intended. 
To  thefe  imports  he  fubfequently 
added  an  increafe  to  the  fervants 
and  horfes  kept  for  pleafare  ;  and 
this  he  did  to  compenfate  for  the 
tax  on  inland  navigation,  which,  as 
we  have  before-mentioned,  he  at 
length  gave  up  with  infinite  re¬ 
luctance. 

Some  objedions  were  made  to 
the  agricultural  horfe-tax,  as  pref- 
fing  injurioufiy  on  agriculture; 
and  to  the  clock  and  watch- tax, 
as  being  likely  to  diminifh  the 
manufacture  of  watches,  chains, 
and  trinkets,  to  a  very  confiderahle 
extent.  Both  the  taxes  were,  how¬ 
ever,  adopted. 

In  purfuance  of  the  defign  which 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
announced  when  he  o 
the  fecond  budget,  he  now 
brought  down  a  mefiage 
from  his  majerty,  recommending 
the  commons  to  guarantee  a  loan 
for  the  emperor,  to  be  applied  in 
making  good  the  advances  already 
made  to  that  fovereign,  and  to  de¬ 
fray  the  amount  of  farther  advances 
to  the  extent  of  not  more  than  two 
millions-  This  mefiage  was  taken 
into  confideration  on  the  firrt  of 
May,  when  Mr.  Pitt  rtrenuoufly 
contended  for  the  propriety  of  giv¬ 
ing  further  aid  to  his  imperial  ma¬ 


jerty,  and  afiferted  that  it  might  be 
clone  without  producing  any  bad 
effect  on  the  finances  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  the  oourfe  of-exchange  having 
recently  become  more  favourable, 
and  many  of  thofe  caufes  having 
ceafed  which  had  occafioned  the 
draining  of  our  fpecie.  He  there¬ 
fore  moved  the  necefTary  refolu- 
tion. 

This  meafure  was  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Fox, Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
Mr.  Curwen,  and  others.  They 
affirmed,  that  as  the  emperor  had 
now  concluded  an  armiftice,  and 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  continue 
the  war,  there  was  every  proba* 
bility  that  he  would  immediately 
conclude  a  peace  with  the  French 
republic  ;  and  that,  therefore,  the 
houfe  ought  to  wait  till  it  knew  the 
refult,  which  it  eafily  might  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days ;  and  they 
pofiti  vely  denied  thar  the  purpofed 
remittances  could  be  fent  without 
being  productive  of  great  mifchief 
to  our  own  interefts,  as  they  would 
certainly  prevent  the  bank  from 
ac.com  pi  idling  the  reftoration  of  its 
credit.  Mr.  Fox  confequently 
moved  that  the  chairman  fhould 
quit  the  chair. 

It  was,  on  the  other  fide,  infifted, 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  fir  W.  Pulteney,  that  the  loan 
could  not  be  productive  of  injury  ; 
that  every  thing  ought  to  be  done 
for  fo  faithful  an  ally  as  the  em¬ 
peror  ;  that  there  was  no  reafon  to 
believe  that  a  peace  would  be  di- 
re&ly  figned ;  that,  at  all  events* 
the  determination  of  England  to 
aid  her  ally  would  have  a  favourable 
influence  on  the  terms,  which  was, 
in  reality,  fo  much  gained  for  her- 
felf ;  and  that  the  vote  could  do 
no  harm,  as  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  minifters  £0  rtop  the 
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fuccour  fhoiild  news  fuddenly  arrive 
that  peace  was  concluded. 

Mr.  Fox's  motion  was  negatived 

O 

by  a  majority  of  135;  the  noes 
being  193,  the  ayes  58. 

Intelligence  of  the  fignature  of 
the  preliminary  treaty  having,  how¬ 
ever,  been  received,  the  minifter 
gave  notice,  on  the  5th  of  May, 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
perfift  in  the  plan  of  making  further 
advances  to  his  imperial  majefty. 

We  have  feen  that,  in  opening 
his  fecond  budget,  Mr.  Pitt  inti¬ 
mated  his  intention  of  propofing  to 
give  fome  relief  to  the  fubfcribers 
of  that  loan  which  bore  the  lofty 
name  of  the  loyalty  loan.  He  now 
came  forward  to  carry  that  inten¬ 
tion  into  effect.  Even  before  the 
budget  was  opened,  a  meeting  of 
the  bankers  had  been  held,  to  de¬ 
cide  upon  the  amount  of  the  fum 
for  which  they  fhould  alk ;  and, 
with  no  fmall  violence  done  to 
truth,  they  had  come  to  a  refolution, 
that  the  fubfcribers  were  entitled 
to  relief ;  to  which  they  added, 
that  fifteen  (hillings  long  annuity 
would  be  an  adequate  compenfa- 
tion.  It  was,  ne  verthelefs,  at  length 
agreed,  that  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  by  this  meeting  (hould  be 
left  at  liberty  to  ufe  their  own  dif- 
cretion  in  negociating  with  the 
minifter.  Mr.  Pitt,  however,  did 
not  think  fit  to  prefs  their  claims, 
as  they  were  pleafed  to  imagine 
them  to  be,  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  willies.  He  only  pro- 
pofed  to  the  houfe  to  grant 
them  feven  (hillings  and  fi  x- 
pence  per  cent,  long  annuity,  which 
would  have  impofed  on  the  country 
an  annual  burthen  of  between  fixty 
andfeventy  thoufand  pounds.  Well 
knowing  that  the  argument  of  the 
right  of  the  fubfcribers  to  be  indem¬ 
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nified,  could  not  be  fuftained  for  a 
moment, and  was,indeed,  only  calcu¬ 
lated  to  excite  feelings  of  an  indig¬ 
nant  kind,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  explicitly  difavowed  it, 
and  refted  his  appeal  to  the  houfe 
on  the  ground  of  generofity  and  of 
policy.  It  was  as  a  reward  for  the 
zeal  of  the  fubfcribers,  and  as  a 
ftimulus  for  future  exertion,  that 
he  recommended  the  adoption  of 
his  propofol. 

The  minifter  is  foid  to  have 
brought  forward  thisqueftion  with 
much  relutftance,  and  only  in  con¬ 
fluence  of  the  daily  importunities 
of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
bankers.  He  probably  anticipated 
the  ftrenuous  oppofition  which  was 
now  made.  Not  only  thofe  who 
were  conftantly  hoftile  to  him,  but 
even  feveral  of  thofe  who  ufually 
voted  with  him,  exprefled  their 
difguft  at  fuch  a  wafte  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  money.  Mr.  Dent,  himfelf  a 
fubfcriber,  was  the  firft  to  oppofe 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  to 
move  that  the  chairman  (hould 
leave  the  chair  without  putting  the 
refolulion.  He  confidered  the 
claimants,  for  the  moft  part,  as 
merely  fpeculators,  who  expelled 
to  gain,  and  who  ought  to  abide 
by  their  bargain  ;  and  he  declared 
that  incalculable  evil  might  arife 
from  the  ftep  which  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  fuggefted  j  as,  in 
time  to  come,  it  would  not  fail  to 
be  pleaded  as  a  precedent.  Had 
there  been  fifteen  per  cent,  gain, 
inftead  of  lofs,  on  the  loan,  ha  did 
not  believe  that  any  part  of  the 
profit  would  have  been  offered  to 
the  public.  This  application  ap¬ 
peared  to  him,  he  foid,  to  wear 
very  much  the  afpeft  of  a  job  * 
and  hefeverely  reprobated  the  con- 
dudl  of  thofe  who,  by  deceiving 
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the  minider,  had  prevailed  on  him 
unwarily  to  lend  it  the  fan&ion  of 
his  fupport. 

In  thefe  fentirnents  Mr.  Dent 
was  joined  by  Mr.  W.  Smith  and 
Mr.  Tierney,  who  alfo  indulged  in 
bitter  fareafm  on  that  loyalty  which 
fhrunk  from  fuftaining  any  pecu¬ 
niary  lofs.  What  title,  they  defired 
to  know,  had  fuch  men  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  patriots  ?  It  was  a  .dif- 
grace  to  the  name  of  patriot  to 
confer  it  on  them.  /  Yet  to  thefe 
people  it  was  meant  to  make  a 
facrifice  of  no  lefs  than  a  million  ; 
for  to  fo  much,  at  fourteen  years 
purchafe,  would  the  annuity  amount. 
At  lead  it  is  to  be  hoped,  faid  Mr. 
Tierney,  that  thofe  prefent  who 
are  perfonally  intereded  will  aft 
like  gentlemen,  and  abdain  from 
voting.  Obfervations  fcarcely  lefs 
ft  rong  were  made  by  Mr.  JolifFe,  Mr. 
Baftard,  and  many  other  members. 

To  all  this  it  was  merely  replied, 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
that  the  fubfcribers  had  forne  title 
in  equity  to  be  indemnified,  be- 
caufe  they  had  lent  their  money 
under  the  idea  that  no  other  loan 
would  be  contracted  during  the 
year.  The  fame  argument  was 
ufed  by  Mr.  Morland.  It  was 
not,  however,  pretended  that  any 
engagement  not  to  raife  a  fecond 
loan  had  been  entered  into  by  the 
minider  ;  and  the  experience  of  the 
pad  had  rendered  it  nearly  certain 
that  a  fecond  would  be  wanted. 

On  a  divifion,  Mr.  Dent’s  mo¬ 
tion  was  negatived  by  40  voices 
againd  26.  The  original  refolution 
was  then  carried. 

As  drong  fufpicions  had  been 
entertained  that,  in  cafe  of  the  vote 
pafling,  the  real  fufferers  would  not 
be  thofe  who  would  benefit  by  it, 
the  lid  of  the  original  fubferibers 


was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
This  not  being  thought  fufficient, 
a  motion  was  made  that  it  fhould 
be  printed.  The  motion  was  op- 
pofed  by  fome  perfons,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  incurring  an 
unneceflary  expence.  To  this  it 
was  anfwered,  that  fuch  language 
w2s  infufferable ;  that  thofe  who 
ufed  it  drained  at  gnats  while  they 
fwai lowed  camels ;  and  that  it 
could  not  be  borne  that  men  who 
were  voting  a  million  into  their 
own  pockets  fhould  pretend  to 
dickleat  ten  pounds.  The  printing 
of  the  lid  was  at  length  acceded  to. 

When  the  refolution  was  read  a 
fecond  time,  it  was  again  redded, 
as  drenuoudy  as  before.  Sir  John 
Sinclair  endeavoured,  at  the  out- 
fet,  to  get  rid  of  it  on  a  mere 
quedion  of  form.  Mr.  Sheridan, 
however,  who  took  the  mod  pro¬ 
minent  part  in  this  debate,  ex., 
preffed  his  hope  that  the  budnefs 
would  be  allowed  to  proceed ;  as 
he  fhould,  he  faid,  be  forry  to  fee 
a  cafe  of  fuch  rank  depravity,  fo 
iniquitous  a  job,  difmiffed  on  a 
mere  point  of  form,  without  the 
cenfure  which  it  merited.  Sir  John 
Sinclair  accordingly  withdrew  his 
objection.  The  true  fecret  of  this 
affair  Mr.  Sheridan  conceived  to 
be,  that  the  minider  had,  by  this 
loan,  lod  much  of  his  popularity 
with  the  monied  men,  and  he  was 
now  driving  to  regain  it  at  the 
public  expenee.  The  want  of  deli¬ 
cacy  which,  on  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing,  feveral  interefted  perfons  had 
difplayed  by  voting  in  favour  of 
the  meafure,  he  condemned  in  the 
fevered  terms ;  and  he  warned  them 
that  prudence,  no  lefs  than  decorum, 
called  upon  them  to  forbear  this 
night  from  afting  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner.  It  was,  he  urged,  abfolute  mad- 
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nefs  in  them  to  render  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ftill  more  unpopular,  by 
fo  mean  and  felfilh  an  aftion. 

Thefe  obfervations  had  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  inducing  Mr.  Manning,  who 
was  one  of  the  fubfcribers,  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  fpeaker,  for  an  opinion 
on  the  propriety  of  his  giving  a 
vote.  The  decifion  of  the  fpeaker 
was,  that  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  him  to  vote,  unlefs  he  confented 
to  relinquilh  his  intereft.  A  con- 
verfation  of  fome  length  took  place 
on  this  decifion,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  Mr.  Windham  made  a  rather 
petulant  attack  on  the  motives 
of  thofe  who  were  adverfe  to  the 
caufe  of  the  fubfcribers.  For  this 
he  was  reprehended  by  Mr.  Baf. 
tard ;  who  alfo  remarked,  that,  if 
the  rule  laid  down  by  the  fpeaker 
had  been  known  before,  the  refolu- 
tion  would  have  been  thrown  out 
in  the  firft  inftance  j  the  majority 
for  it  being  only  fourteen,  which 
was  exadlly  the  number  of  intereft- 
ed  members  who  voted  in  its  favour. 

Little  was  faid  in  behalf  of  the 
refolution.  Mr.  Pitt  maintained 
that  it  was  not  without  precedent ; 
fomething  of  the  fame  kind  having 
been  done  in  1759.  Fie  did  not, 
however,  feem  to  rely  fo  much  on 
this,  as  on  the  policy  of  the  mea_ 
fure,  which,  he  was  of  opinion, 
would  far  overbalance  any  pecu¬ 
niary  burden  that  it  might  occafion. 

On  a  divifion,  the  refolution  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  only  one  ; 
the  ayes  being  36,  the  noes  35. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  declared  that  he  would  bring 
in  a  bill,  to  carry  the  refolution 
into  effect  :  but  he  appears,  on  re¬ 
flection,  to  have  difcovered  that  it 
would  not  be  advifable  to  proceed 
any  farther,  and  the  bufinefs  was 
accordingly  dropped. 


The  marriage  of  the  princefs 
royal  with  the  hereditary  prince 
of  Wirtemberg,  which  took  place 
on  the  eighteenth  of  May,  gave 
occafion  to  a  meflage  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  exprefiing  his  hope  that  the 
parliament  would  enable  him  to 
grant  fuch  a  portion  as  would  be 
fu  it  able  to  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  crown.  A  film  of  eighty 
thoufand  pounds  was  in  confequence 
moved  for,  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  was  voted  by  the 
commons.  Mr.  Curwen  was  the 
foie  fpeaker  ;  and,  though  he  de¬ 
clined  to  oppofe  the  vote,  he  de¬ 
clared,  that,  burthened  as  the  na¬ 
tion  was,  he  thought  it  would  have 
been  produClive  of  good  efFeCls, 
had  the  king  himfelf  provided  for 
this  marriage,  inftead  of  calling 
upon  the  people.  The  fame  opinion 
was  alfo  ex  prefled  by  other  mem¬ 
bers,  in  fubfequent  debates  upon 
pecuniary  fubje&s. 

Among  the  lateft  financial  a&s 
of  the  feffion  was  the  palling  a  vote 
of  credit,  to  the  amount  of  half  a 
million.  It  was  ftated  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
that  this  fum  was  defigned  to  be 
applied  to  feveral  important  pur- 
pofes.  Somewhat  above  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  it  was  in 
contemplation  to  advance  to  our 
old  and  faithful  ally,  the  queen  of 
Portugal,  to  enable  her  to  defend 
her  dominions  again  ft  any  attack 
from  the  common  enemy.  From 
the  remainder  would  likewife  be 
defrayed  a  few  charges  not  yet 
certified,  for  the  prince  of  Conde’s 
army,  and  alfo  the  expence  of  dif- 
banding  a  part  of  the  corps  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  to  which  fome  com- 
penfation  ought  in  juftice  to  be  al¬ 
lowed.  The  vote  waspafled  without 
any  obje&ion. 
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Hifory  of,  and  Dilates  upon ,  the  Stoppage  of  Cajb  Fay  meat  t  at  the  Bank, 
Prefumed  Caufes  of  the  Stoppage.  Co  r  ref  pot/  d ence  between  the  Bank  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  Bank  I)  ire  dors  apply  to  Mr.  Pitt,  to 
know  how  long  they  may  go  on  paying  Cash.  Anfwer  of  the  Minifer. 
Order  of  Council  iffued  on  the  Twenty  fixth  of  February.  Meeting  of  the 
Merchants  and  Bankers  to  fupport  the  Credit  of  the  Bank.  The  Order  of 
Council  is  communicated  to  the  Parliament .  Motions  hi  the  Two  Houfes  to 
prevent  further  Remittances  to  the  Emperor  till  the  Order  of  Council  had 
been  enquired  into .  The  Motions  are  negatived  in  both  Houfes.  Lord 
Grenville  moves for  a  Secret  and  SeleB  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  Debts 
and  Funds  of  the  Bank.  Debate  upon  the  Sub  fed.  The  Minifer  s  at¬ 
tacked  for  their  Con  die  ft.  Violent  Language  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  He 

moves  an  Amendment.  Speech  of  the  Marquis  of  Lanf down e.  The  Amend¬ 
ment  is  negatived ,  and  the  Motion  carried.  Debate  in  the  Commons. 
Mr.  Pitt  moves  for  a  Secret  Committee.  Long  and  eloquent  Speech  of 
Mr.  Fox ,  calling  for  a  thorough  Enquiry ,  and  feverely  cenfuring  the  Mi- 
nifter.  He  is  joined  by  fome  Members  not  ufually  in  Oppoftion.  Argu¬ 
ments  of  the  Oppof  tion  Members.  An  Amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Sheridan „ 
Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Amendment  negatived ,  and  the  original  Motion 
carried.  Reflation  for  Enquiry  moved  by  Mr .  Fox,  and  agreed  to . 
Altercation  on  the  Appointment  of  a  Committee .  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox. 
Condemnation  of  the  Mode  by  Ballot.  Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Of  Mr. 
Sheridan.  D  fence  of  the  Ballot.  Motion  of  Mr.  Fox  negatived.  Com¬ 

mittee  by  Ballot  refolvfd  upon.  Bill  to  authorize  the  Bank  to  iffue  fmall 
Notes.  Mr.  IV ilberforce  Bird  brings  in  a  Bill  to  authorize  Bankers  and 
Manufacturers  to  iffue  fmall  Notes ,  It  is  agreed  to.  Reports  brought  tip 
from  Lords’  and  Commons’  Committees.  Subjlance  of  them.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford  moves  for  a  SeleB  Committee  of  Enquiry.  A  Secret  Committee  by 
Ballot  propofed  by  Lord  Grenville .  Debate  on  the  SubjeB.  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville’s  Motion  is  agreed  to.  Papers  moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  Members  in  Oppoftion.  Objervations  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  The  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  moves  for  a  Bill  to  continue  the  ReftriBicn.  Speech 
of  Mr.  Fox.  Opinions  of  the  Solicitor  General  on  the  Bank  and  other 
SubjeBts.  Animadverfons  upon  them  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  Motion  of  Mr. 
Sheridan ,  for  repaying  the  Advances  made  to  the  Government  by  the 
Bank.  The  previous  Quefion  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox. 
He  deprecates  an  Extenfon  of  Paper  Ch  dilation,  and  a  forced  Paper 
Currency  4  Reply  of  Mr.  Sheridan  to  Mr.  Pitt.  The  previous  Quefion  is 

carried. 

'I  MPORTAN  L'  and  fpiriuftir-  arofe  this  fefiicn  a  fubjeft  of  de* 
ring  as  were  the  topics  of  bate,  which,  by  its  portentous 

taxes,  loans  and  fubfidies,  there  magnitude,  reduced  all  others  to 

comparative 
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'comparative  infignificance.  Its 
occurrence  formed,  indeed,  the 
commencement  of  a  new  era  in  the 
financial  hiftory  of  the  country. 
Eltabliihed  fomewhat  more  than  a 
century  fince,  and  at  a  flormy  pe¬ 
riod,  the  bank  of  England  had, 
at  its  outfet,  to  contend  with 
many  difficulties.  It  had,  never- 
thelefs,  not  only  furmounted  thofe 
difficulties,  but  had  alio  refilled 
the  fhock  of  repeated  menaces  of  a 
French  defcent  on  our  coasts,  of 
two  a£lual  rebellions,  one  of  them 
Efficiently  formidable,  and  of  a 
defperate  and  protracted  riot  in 
the  capital  ;  and  had,  at  length,  fo 
firmly  rooted  itfelf,  that  its  liabi¬ 
lity  was  grown  into  a  common 
proverb  and  object  of  coinparifon 
in  the  mouths  of  the  people.  This 
iiate  of  things  was  now,  however, 
to  undergo  a  bidden  and  alarming 
change,  and  an  experiment  was  to 
be  tried,  of  the  moll  perilous  and 
doubtful  kind. 

The  event  to  which  we  allude 
was  the  lloppage  of  cafh  payments 
at  the  bank  of  England  ;  an  eve*  t 
the  probability  of  which  had  not, 
perhaps,  been  contemplated  by  a 
fingle  perfon  in  the  country,  ex¬ 
cepting  by  the  miniller3  and  thofe 
concerned  in  the  management  of 
the  bank  affairs.  A  variety  of 
caufes  concurred  to  produce  it. 
Of  thefe  one  of  the  moll  promi¬ 
nent  was  undoubtedly  the  large 
drain  of  the  precious  metals  which 
had  taken  place,  in  confequence  of 
the  fubfidies  to  foreign  powers, 
and  the  vail  importations  of  grain 
ro  cover  the  deficiencies  of  our 
harvefl,  and  of  naval  llores  and 
other  articles,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  Hate  *  *  So  early  as  the  mid¬ 


dle  of  January,  1795,  the  court  of 
directors  began  to  fear  that  the 
calls  of  the  government  upon  tha 
bank  for  a  Alliance  would  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  embarra Ilmen t  ;  and 
they,  therefore,  requefted  that  tha 
minilter  would  arrange  his  finances 
lor  the  year  in  fucli  a  manner  a$ 
not  to  rely  upon  any  aid  from 
them,  beyond  what  they  had  al¬ 
ready  promifed.  Driven  by  his 
neceffities,  however,  Mr.  Pitt  was 
compelled,  from  time  to  rime,  to 
call  lor  further  advances,  which 
were  generally  granted,  but  never 
without  additional  remonll ranees, 
and  additional  declarations  that 
the  bank  could  not  perfevere  in 
ailing  upon  the  prefent  fyftem. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  quantity  of 
cafh  and  bullion  in  the  bank  con¬ 
tinued  to  diminifh ;  fo  that  be¬ 
tween  the  month  of  June  1795, 
and  that  of  September  1796,  very 
nearly  two  thirds  of  it  had  been 
drawn  forth.  There  remained, 
never  thelefs,  at  the  latter  period,  a 
fum  of  two  millions  and  a  half,  and 
as  this  had  been  the  amount,  with 
little  fluftuafion,  for  fome  months, 
it  would  probably  have  at  lea  It 
been  kept  at  this  level,  and  the 
bank  might  have  proceeded  as 
ufual,  had  not  a  new  and  powerful 
cauie  fupervened,,  to  drain  away, 
with  accelerated  rapidity,  that 
portion  of  cafh  which  was  yet  in 
liore.  This  caufe  was  the  alarm 
occafioned  by  the  republican  pre¬ 
parations  to  invade  us.  The  con¬ 
fequence  of  this  alarm  was  that 
the  farmers  and  others,  efpec tally 
in  diflant  parts  of  the  country, 
battened  to  withdraw  their  monev 

J 

from  the  hands  of  the  bankers,  irt 
order  to  fecure  by  hoarding  it  ; 


£01  the  Papers  on  this  fuhjeet,  See  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  n.  )76  *- 
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and  this  was  carried  to  fuch  an 
extent,  that,  in  many  places,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  North  of  England, 
the  bankers  were  compelled  to  en¬ 
treat  for  a  fhort  delay,  to  enable 
them  to  obtain  from  the  metropo¬ 
lis  the  neceflary  quantity  of  fpecie. 
While  affairs  were  in  this  ft  ate, 
the  minifter  brought  forward  his 
plan  of  a  loan  of  a  million  and  a 
half  for  Ireland,  by  which  ftep,  a3 
a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole  of 
the  fum  would,  in  all  likelihood, 
be  remitted  in  caih,  the  dire&ors 
were  fo  much  terrified,  that  they 
appointed  a  deputation  to  wait 
upon  Mr.  Pitt,  and  afifure  him  that 
44  fuch  a  meafure  as  the  Irifh  loan 
would  threaten  ruin  to  the  ho  Life, 
and  moft  probably  bring  them  un¬ 
der  the  neceffity  of  (hutting  up 
their  doors."  If  he  perfifted  in 
jailing  the  million  and  a  half,  they 
defired  that  he  would  confiderahly 
reduce  the  debt  which  was  due  to 
the  bank  by  government,  and  that 
he  would  make  his  repayments 
precede  the  payments  which  might 
be  fixed  for  the  Irifh  loan ;  this 
being  the  foie  means  of  averting 
the  misfortune  which  they  feared. 
Mr.  Pitt  adhered  to  his  intention, 
but  modified  his  plan,  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  lefs  likely  to  be  injurious, 
and  he  alfo  promifed  that  the  re- 
dudion  of  the  debt  fliould  beaccom- 
plifhed,  in  the  fuggefte^  manner. 
The  time,  however,  was  gone  by 
when  palliatives  could  be  of  any 
utility.  The  demand  for  cafli  at 
the  bank  was  not  only  conftant, 
but  the  demand  of  each  day  was 
larger  than  that  of  the  preceding, 
and  there  feemed  no  reafon  to  hope 
that  it  would  not  go  on  enlarging 
in  the  fame  proportion.  In  this 
emergency  the  directors  on  the 
twenty-fecond  of  February,  ap¬ 


plied  to  Mr;  Pitt,  requeuing  that 
he  would  find  means  to  tranquil¬ 
lize  the  public  fears  refpe&ing  an 
invafion,  and  that  he  would  repay 
to  them  a  part  of  their  advances. 
He  engaged  to  do  all  that  lay  in 
his  power, and  recommendedto  them 
to  endeavour  to  purchafe  whatever 
gold  they  could  from  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  ;  with  which  recommendation 
they  exprefted  their  readinefs  to 
comply.  But  compliance  was  now 
become  impoffible.  So  rapidly 
did  the  drain  upon  the  bank  go 
on,  that,  between  the  eighteenth 
and  the  twenty -fifth  of  February, 
it  amounted  to  more  than  fix  hun¬ 
dred  th^ufand  pounds,  leaving  in 
ftore  fcarcely  above  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds,  which,  in 
the  fpace  of  another  week,  would 
probably  have  been  exhaufted. 

Thus  fituated,  the  directors  one® 
more,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  ap¬ 
plied  to  Mr.  Pitt.  The  language 
of  their  application  was  remark¬ 
able  ;  becaufe,  reprefenting  the 
bank  rather  in  the  light  of  an  en¬ 
gine  of  government  than  a  trading 
company,  it  in  reality  threw  on 
the  government  all  the  refponfibi- 
lity  of  breach  of  faith  towards  the 
bank  creditors.  The  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  and  Mr.  Bofanquet  were 
inftrutfted  to  wait  upon  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  to  mention 
to  him  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  “  and  to  aik  him  how  far  he 
thought  the  bank  might  venture 
to  go  in  paying  cafh,  and  when 
he  would  think  it  neceftary  to  in¬ 
terfere,  before  the  cafh  was  fo  re¬ 
duced  as  might  be  detrimental  to 
the  immediate  fervice  of  the  ftate.’* 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
feems  by  this  time  to  have  fully 
made  up  his  mind  with  refpetft  to 
the  decifive  meafures  which  it 

would 
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would  be  neceiTary  to  adopt.  He 
replied  that  “  the  matter  was  one 
of  great  importance,  and  that  he 
rauft  be  prepared  with  fome  refoiu- 
tion  to  bring  forward  in  the  coun¬ 
cil,  for  a  proclamation  to  Hop 
the  ilfue  of  cafh  from  the  bank, 
and  to  give  the  fecurity  of  parlia¬ 
ment  to  the  notes  of  the  bank/’ 
In  this  cafe,  it  would,  he  faid,  be 
proper  to  appoint  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
to  enquire  into  the  date  of  the 
bank  affairs.  To  the  proportion 
of  an  enquiry  the  governor  and 
deputy  governor  gave  a  ready  af- 
fent,  declaring  that  the  affairs  of 
thofe  whom  they  reprefented  were 
fully  competent  to  bear  the  mod 
rigorous  fcrutiny.  At  the  fame 
time,  they  fuggefted  that,  in  this 
alarming  crifis,  it  would  be  highly 
prudent  that  fome  general  meeting 
fhould  be  called,  confiding  of  the 
bankers  and  chief  merchants  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  order  to  obtain  a  declara¬ 
tion  from  them  in  fupport  of  the 
public  credit  ;  and,  as  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  to  this,  they  recommended  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
to  have  an  immediate  private 
meeting,  for  the  purpofe  of  arrang¬ 
ing  that  which  was  to  be  publicly 
held.  Thefe  fuggeftions  the  mi¬ 
ni  fie  r  promifed  that  he  would  adt 
upon  without  any  delay. 

Accordingly,  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  February,  an  order  of 
council  was  iffued,  which  de¬ 
clared  that  unlefs  fome  dep  was 
immediately  taken,  there  might  be 
reafon  to  apprehend  a  want  of  a 
fufficient  fupply  of  cafh  for  the 
public  fervice,  and,  therefore,  that 
it  was  indifpenlably  neceffary  that 
the  directors  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  fhould  forbear  iffuing  any 
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cafh  in  payment  until  the  opinion 
of  parliament  could  be  taken  upon 
the  fubjedf,  and  the  proper  mea- 
fu  res  adopted,  for  maintaining  the 
means  of  circulation,  and  fupport- 
ing  the  public  and  commercial 
credit  of  the  kingdom  at  fuch  an 
important  conjun&ure.  The  pro¬ 
jected  meeting  of  merchants  and 
bankers  was  alfo  convoked  at  the 
tnanfion-houfe,  and  an  engagement 
was  there  figned,  by  which  the  fub- 
fcribers  pledged  themfelves  to  take 
bank  notes  in  payment  of  all  de¬ 
mands,  whether  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  or  from  individuals.  This 
example  was  followed  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  privy  council,  and  by 
the  principal  inhabitants  in  moft 
of  the  towns. 

The  order  in  council  was  com¬ 
municated  to  the  two  houfes  on 
the  27th  of  February,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  confider- 
ation  on  the  following  day.  As 
the  party  in  oppofition  believed 
the  floppage  of  the  bank  to  be  in 
a  great  degree  occafioned  by  the 
large  export  of  fpecie,  they  em¬ 
braced  the  opportunity  which  was 
now  offered  them,  of  attempting 
to  prevent  any  further  remittances 
from  being  fent  to  the  continent. 
Accordingly  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
moved  that  “  an  humble  addrefs  be 
presented  to  his  majefly  that  no  fur¬ 
ther  exportation  of  gold  or  filver 
coin,  or  of  gold  or  filver  bullion, 
fhould  take  place  for  the  ufe  of  the 
emperor,  or  any  other  foreign  power, 
until  thefenfeof  parliament  be  taken 
on  that  fubjed,  after  a  full  review 
of  the  caufes  of  the  prefent  exi¬ 
gences  of  the  public,  and  on 
which  his  majefty  has  been  ad- 
vifed  to  iffue  the  extraordinary 
and  illegal  order  of  council  upon 
[  1  4]  the. 
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the  table.'*  A  fimilar  motion 
was  made,  in  the  other  houfe,  by 
Mr.  Sheridan. 

The  motion  was  oppofed,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  merely  in¬ 
tended  to  anticipate  the  debate  of 
the  next  day,  and  to  obtain,  by  a 
fide-wind,  a  fort  of  indirect  deci- 
iion.  It  was  alfo  faid  to  be  im¬ 
proper,  becaufe  it  took  for  granted 
a  connexion  between  the  remit¬ 
tances  to  the  emperor  and  the  ob¬ 
jects  which  were  to  be  difcuffed 
on  the  morrow  ;  a  connection 
which  was  denied  to  have  any  ex¬ 
igence*  And  where,  it  was  afked, 
was  the  neceffity  of  prefling  it, 
when  all  that  could  be  hoped  from 
it  was*  that  it  would  prevent  mo- 
ney  from  being  •  fent  abroad  be¬ 
tween  this  and  the  following  day, 
a  hep  which  there  was  no  reafon 
whatever  to  imagine  that  the  mi- 
nilters  were  meditating  ?  f 

■  ■  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  con¬ 
tended  that  this  fubjeCt  was  in  its 
nature  perfectly  diftinCt  from  that 
which  was  on  the  eve  of  being  dif- 
cuflbd  ;  that  it  was  highly  impor¬ 
tant  to  adopt  inftant  meafures  to 
hinder  the  minifters  from  draining 
the  country  -ft ill  further  of  its 
gold  ;  and  that  a  refufal  to  adopt 
fach  meafures  would  excite  infinite 
alarm,  by  authorizing  a  belief  that 
it  was  intended  to  perfifl  in  a 
fyftem  which  had -  already  been 
produClive  of  the  m oft  calamitous 
confequences.  Thefe  reafons,  how¬ 
ever,  had  no  weight  with  the  ma¬ 
jority.  The  motion  was  negatived 
by  34  againft  5  in  the  peers,  and 
by  z 47  againft  70  in  the  commons. 

On  the  following  day,  lord 
Grenville  moved  the  ufual  addrefs 
to  his  majtfty,  returning  thanks 
for  his  meffage.  He  then  moved 


the  appointment  of  a  fecret  and 
feleCt  committee,  confiftingof  nine 
peers,  to  enquire  into  the  debts 
and  funds  of  the  bank,  and  the 
caufes  that  had  rendered  the  order 
of  council  neceflary,  and  to  report 
their  opinion,  as  to  the  confirma¬ 
tion  and  continuance  of  the-  mea¬ 
fures  adopted.  -The  iffuing  of  the 
order  of  council  would,  he  hoped, 
be  found  to  be  not  only  a  wifa 
and  falutary  flep  for  the  country, 
but  one  which  was  indifpenfable* 
to  ward  off  confequen(:e3  of  the 
moft  dangerous  nature.  At  all 
events,  whatever  might  be  the  dei 
cifiori  of  their  lordftiips,  the  mi- 
nifters  would  have  the  folace  of 
knowing  that  they  had  aCted  corr- 
fcientioufiy,  and  to  the  belt  of  their 
judgment  for  the  public  welfare. 
The  bank  he  afferted  to  be  in  an 
affluent  condition  ;  and  he  main¬ 
tained  that  the  directors  had  done 
wifely  in  complying  with  the  or¬ 
der  of  council,  though  they  were 
not  legally  bound  to  yield  it  their 
obedience,  f  The  propriety  of  & 
fecret  committee  he  refted  on  the 
imprudence  of  difclofing  'many 
circurnftances,  which  might  come 
out  on  an  enquiry  of  fuch  a  deli¬ 
cate  kind  as  that  which  was  about 
to  be  made.  -•«  .  ••  *•>,  » 

-  To  this  motion  two  objections 
were  immediately  urged  by  the 
duke  of  Grafton  and  the  Earl  of 
Guildford.  They  contended  that 
a  fecret  committee  was  highly  in¬ 
expedient,  inafmuch  as  fecrefy  al¬ 
ways  conveyed  the  idea  of  fome- 
thing  difagreeable  and  Aifpiciom. 
Nor,  in  this  cafe,  could  there  be 
any  reafon  for  it,  if,  as  they  were 
willing  to  believe,  the  pecuniary 
fituation  of  the  bank  were  really 
fo  profperous  as  the  minifters  had 
1  affirmed.? 
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affirmed.  To  inftruft  the  com.' 
mittee  to  give  an  opinion  would 
alfo  he  improper,  becaufe  the  houfe 
would,  in  Tome  meafure,  be  fhack- 
led  by  that  opinion.  It  was  alfo 
laid,  that  a  bill  of  indemnity  ought 
to  be  brought  in:  if  not  to  proteft 
the  minifters,  at  Ieaft  to  protett 
the  bank,  as,  til!  this  was  done, 
the  bank  directors  were  liable  to 
ad  ions  at  law  from  every  perfon 
who  held  a  note,  of  which  the  pay¬ 
ment  was  refufed. 

^  With  refped  to  a  bill  of  indem¬ 
nity,  it  was  laid,  on  the  other  fide, 
that,  if  it  were  thought  to  be  re- 
quilite,  the  minifters  would  grate¬ 
fully  receive  it;  as  they  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  added  upon  their  own 
Tefponfibility,  unjuftified  by  the 
ft  rid  letter  of  the  law.  As  to  the 
committee,  they  maintained  that 
precedent  and  ulage  were  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  a  fecret  one  when  delicate 
fubjcds  were  to  be  examined  into  ; 
Und  that  the  houfe  would  be  at 
liberty  to  come  to  whatever  de- 
cifion  it  chofe  upon  the  report, 
Unfettered  by  the  opinion  of  the 
committee.  '  t  -  *  ; 

“  This  anfwer  was  declared  to  be 
no  wife  farisfadory*  It  was  like- 
wife  argued,  in  addition,  that  the 
latter  part  of  the  words  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  were  fuch  as  to  excite  feridu3 
alarm.  The  committee  was  to 
give  its  opinion  on  the  confirma¬ 
tion  and  continuance  of  the  mea¬ 
fure.  Was  ir,  then,  intended  to 
continue  the  ftoppage  of  payments 
at  the  bank  ?  If  fuch  were  the 
intention,  public  credit  would  in¬ 
fallibly  be  deftroyed.  This  re¬ 
mark,  firft  made  by  the  earl  of 
Guildford,  was  repeated  by  the 
duke  of  Bedford,  who  feized  upon 
this  opportunity  ofcenfuring,  with 
infinite  afperity  of  language,  the 

£h:S.  v,  .  -t 
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condud  of  the  minifters.  He 
charged  them  with  ignorance,  in¬ 
capacity,  and  rafhnefs ;  he  affirmed 
that,^  by  their  repeated  blunders 
and  inconfiftences,  they  had  don® 
every  thing  to  difgrace  the  Britifh 
character,  and  bring  the  country 
to  the  verge  of  ruin;  they  had, 
he  faid,  prompred  the  very  fears 
of  i  nvafion  which  they  now  de» 
fcribed  as  ill-founded  and  exagger¬ 
ated  ;  to  keep  up  thofe  fears  they 
had  pa  {fed  ftatutes  fraught  with 
folly,  which  were  a  difgrace  to 
the  ftatote  books,  and  which  no 
one  could  comprehend ;  they  had 
called  for  armaments  from  the  fob- 
jeds,  to  the  annoyance  of  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  ;  they  had 
fuftered  curowncoafts  to  be  inful  ted 
by  a  disembarkation ;  and  they 
had  allowed  twenty  thoufand  of 
the  enemy  to  come  into  the  bays 
and  rivers  of  Ireland,  which  king¬ 
dom  was  faved  from  ravage  and 
bloodfhed  only  by  the  providential 
interference  of  the  elements.  Yet 
now  they  prefomed  to  charge  upon 
ill-founded  and  exaggerated  appre- 
henfions  the  difgrafce  which  arofe 
from  the  ftoppage  of  the  bank. 
After  having  objected  to  a  fecret 
committee,  becaufe,  among  other 
reafons,  the  Houfe  ought  not  to 
determine  foch  an  important  na- 
t  onal  queftion  upon  the  opinion 
of  nine  lords,  however  refpedable 
they  might  be,  He  concluded  by 
moving,  as  an  amendment,  to  omit 
all  the  latter  part  of  lord  Grenville’s 
motion. 

The  rone  of  the  noble  duke  gave 

ferious  offence  to  feveral  oi°  the 
peers,  and  was  reprehended  as  un¬ 
dignified,  indecent,  and  unparlia¬ 
mentary.  It  was  faid,  that  in  his 
z-eal  to  multiply  invectives,  he  had 
not  only  loft  fight  of’  the  refpeft 

:  which 
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which  was  due  to  their  lordfhips, 
blit  to  the  legiflature  and  the  laws 
themfelves,  both  of  which  he  had 
infulted  by  opprobrious  language. 
He  had  alfo  loft  fight  of  confiften- 
cy ;  for,  while  he  blamed  the  mi- 
nifters  for  talking  of  invafion  and 
preparing  againft  it,  he  had  dis¬ 
proved  his  own  arguments,  by 
bringing  forward  two  inftances  of 
actual  attempt  at  invafion.  That 
part  of  his  fpeech  which  fpoke  of 
the  recent  armaments  as  being  an 
annoyance  was  warmly  taken  up 
by  earl  Fauconberg,  who  dwelt 
upon  the  merit  of  thofe  perfons 
who  had  raifed  provincial  volunteer 
bands,  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try.  Was  it,  he  faid,  to  be  borne 
that  after  having,  to  the  injury  of 
his  health  and  fortune,  raifed  and 
difciplined  a  regiment  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  North  Riding  of 
Yorkfhire,  it  fhould  be  held  up  to 
hatred  and  derifion,  as  a  nuifance 
to  that  part  of  the  kingdom  ? 

It  was  anfwered,  by  the  noble 
duke,  that  he  had  no  wifh  to  wound 
the  feelings,  or  depreciate  the  merits 
of  thofe  who  had  fo  nobly  exerted 
themfelves  in  what  they  believed 
to  be  a  period  of  danger ;  but  that 
the  circumftance  of  the  noble  earl 
having  thus  injured  his  health  and 
his  fortune,  was  furely  fome  proof 
that  fuch  armaments  were  really 
an  annoyance.  Nor  did  he  mean 
to  inful t  the  legiflature  or  the  laws. 
It  was  againft  the  minifters  that 
his  ani  mad  ver  lions  were  direCled  ; 
and  it  was,  he  thought,  a  fufficient 
proof  of  their  propenfity  to  blun¬ 
dering  that  they  had  palled  aCts 
which  were  fo  unintelligible  that 
they  were,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fort¬ 
night,  compelled  to  pafs  others  to 
amend  them  ;  and  even  then  had 
not  fucceede-d,  for,  having  himfdf 


fat  as  a  magiftrate,  he  cotdd  affirm* 
without  the  chance  of  being  con¬ 
tradicted,  that  there  was  no  perfon 
who  could  now  underftand  the  new 
cavalry  aft. 

The  amendment  was  fupported 
by  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  earl 
of  Guildford,  and  the  marquis  of 
Lanfdowne,  the  latter  of  whom 
delivered  an  elaborate  harangue  on 
the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  the 
caufes  of  that  ftate.  It  was  in  his 
peculiar  ftyle;  fomewhat  excurfive 
and  fpun  out,  but  containing  much 
found  fenfe,  and  much  political 
and  economical  knowledge,  not 
unfrequently  embellifhed  by  real 
eloquence.  After  defcanting  in 
an  animated  ftrain  upon  public 
credit,  which  he  termed  the  foul 
of  England,  and  confidered  as  de¬ 
pending  upon  fecurity  combined 
with  punctuality,  he  proceeded  to 
enquire  into  the  origin  of  the  evil 
which  had  befallen  us  in  the  flop- 
page  of  the  bank.  He  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  was  occafioned  as  fome 
imagined  either  by  the  wicked - 
nefs  or  incapacity  of  the  minifter, 
or  by  exaggerated  alarms.  No 
minifter  would  be  wicked  or  fool- 
ifh  enough  to  bring  himfelf  into 
fo  embarrafiing  a  predicament ;  nor 
could  he  fee  any  reafon  to  think 
that  the  minifter  could  be  indiffer¬ 
ent  to  the  ftate  of  his  country. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  other  head, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  at¬ 
tempts  to  invade  England  and 
Ireland  furnifhed  decifive  evidence 
that  invafion  was  fomething  more 
than  a  mere  bugbear.  No:  the 
misfortune  had  arifen  from  a  com¬ 
bination  of  caufes.  Two  of  the 
moil  prominent  of  thefe  were, 
firftly,  the  inordinate  increafe  oi 
expenfe,  of  places  and  eftablilh- 
ments  in  every  corner  of  the  em¬ 
pire 
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pire,  which  was  carried  to  fuch  an 
extent  that  wafte  and  extravagance 
were  reduced  to  a  fyftem ;  and 
next,  the  want  of  unity  and  cor- 
refpondence  among  the  different 
branches  of  office,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  treafury  had  no  con- 
troul,  as  it  ought  to  have,  over 
the  fubordinate  offices,  each  of 
which  proje&ed  its  own  fchemes, 
and  thruft  its  hand  at  pleafure  into 
the  pockets  of  the  nation.  So  far 
was  this  carried  that  every  man, 
in  every  one  of  our  foreign  fettle- 
ments,  had  his  own  adventures, 
plans  of  fortification,  and  proje&s 
lor  fq tendering  money  upon.  It 
was,  however,  the  duty  of  the 
firfc  lord  of  the  treafury  to  let  no 
man  but  himfelf  have  accefs  to  the 
public  purfe,  and  his  lordfhip  bla¬ 
med  the  minifter  for  retaining 
office  without  holding  the  power 
which  he  ought  to  poffefs.  Ano¬ 
ther  part  of  the  evil  which  we 
felt,  he  attributed  to  the  remittan¬ 
ces  which  had  been  fent  abroad, 
and  he  laughed  at  the  affertion  that 
fending  millions  after  millions  out 
of  the  kingdom  did  not  make  us 
any  the  poorer. 

Confidering  the  ftoppage  of  pay¬ 
ment  as  having  brought  us  to  a 
momentous  crifis,  which  could  not 
be  contemplated  without  a  fhudder, 
and  where  one  fingle  error  might 
be  ruinous,  he,  neverthelefs,  was 
willing  to  repofe  the  utmoft  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  probity  and  ability 
of  the  bank.  A  fecret  committee 
to  examine  their  affairs  he  thought 
to  be  the  belt,  but  he  was  decidedly 
averfe  to  its  giving  any  opinion. 
All  beyond  an  examination  of  the 
funds  and  engagements  of  the  bank 
would  be  u'nneceffary  and  improper. 
Every  thing  that  looked  like  force 
he  would  objett  to  j  and  he,  there¬ 


fore,  regretted  that  the  order  of 
council  had  not  <c  recommended  ” 
to  the  bank,  inflead  of  “  required” 
of  it,  to  fufpend  its  payments  in 
fpecie.  This  requiring  was  un¬ 
known  to  the  Englifh  law  j  it  was 
an  importation  from  France,  and 
was  connected  with  the  idea  of 
terror.  This  firft  miftake  muff:  be 
repaired.  But,  fhould  there  be 
any  attempt  to  ufe  force,  we  were 
gone  as  a  people.  If  you  attempt, 
said  he,  to  make  bank  notes  a  legal 
tender,  their  credit  will  periffi. 
They  may  go  on  for  a  time,  their 
fall  may  be  flow,  but  the  refult  is 
certain.  No  art,  no  fkill,  no  pow¬ 
er,  can  prevent  them  from  falling 
to  a  difcount.  Bank  notes,  he  re¬ 
minded  his  hearers,  refted  folely 
uponopinion ;  differing  in  this  from 
the  afli gnats,  which  held  forth  the 
national  domains  as  a  fecurity.  Yet, 
how  often  had  it  been  eloquently 
contended  that,  even  with  the  fe¬ 
curity,  affignats  were  a  worthlefs 
fubftitute  for  a  metallic  currency. 
Contenting  himfelf  with  alluding 
forcibly  to  the  mifchiefs  which 
country  banks  might  produce,  he 
enlarged  upon  thofe  which  would 
enfue  from  an  over  emiflion  of  the 
bank  paper.  One  monftrous  evil 
fpringing  from  it  would  be,  that 
a  door  would  be  opened  to  bound-* 
lefs  extravagance,  and  to  the  pur^ 
fuit  of  the  moff  frantic  fchemes. 
The  jobbing  in  bills  and  money 
would  be  another.  Adventurers  of 
all  defcriptions  would  ftart  up,  the 
precious  metals  would  difappear, 
ancj  every  article  would  hear  two 
prices,  one  for  money,  and  one  for 
paper.  The  third,  and  not  the 
leaft,  would  be  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  forgery.  His 
lordfliip,  however,  feems  here  ra¬ 
ther  to  have  had  in  mind  the  dan- 
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ger  which  might  arife  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  notes,  than  to  have 
forefeen  the  horrible  wafte  of  hu¬ 
man  life  which  has  fince  taken 
place,  3nd  which  has  occafioned, 
in  aimoft  every  reflecting  being, 
jfo  much  aftonilhment  and  difguft 
at  the  conduft  of  thofe  who  have 
done  nothing  to  prevent  it.  In 
concluflon,  the  noble  marquis  re¬ 
commended  fti  iCi  economy  and  a 
fincere  love  of  peace,  by  attending 
to  which  he  was  convinced  that 
public  credit  would  be  recovered, 
and  the  country  be  reftored  to  all 
its  priftine  vigour. 

The  lord  chancellor  and  lord 
iGrenville  having  briefly  explained, 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
miniflers  to  force  the  circulation 
of  bank  notes,  the  queftion  was 
put,  on  the  duke  of  Bedford’s 
amendment,  which  was  reje&ed 
by  a  large  majority,  there  being 
only  twelve  votes  for  it,  and 
ieventy-eight  ag^infl  it. 

In  the  commons  the  debate  had 
a  more  animated  chara&er.  The 
fpeech  with  which  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  prefaced  his  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
was  concife;  he,  no  doubt,  being 
certain  that  opportunities  enough 
would  not  be  wanting  to  enter 
fully  into  the  difcuflionof  this  im¬ 
portant  fuhjeCL  He  now  merely 
flared  the  neceflity  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  being  a  feciet  one,  limited  in 
its  ohjedl  ;  a  her  ted  the  folidity 
of  the  bank ;  complimented  the 
people  lor  the  good  fenfe  and  forti¬ 
tude  which  they  had  Ihovvn  on  this 
occalion ;  and  announced  that  it 
was  intended  to  give  the  public 
fecurity  not  only  tor  the  ou land¬ 
ing  claims  on  the  bank,  but  alio 
for  fuch  additional  iilues  of  paper 


as  it  might  be  deemed  advifabfe  to 
fend  forth. 

Such  an  event  as  that  which  was 
now  brought  under  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  houfe  was  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  roufe  into  atffion  ail  the 
powers  of  Mr.  Fox.  Itdrewfrom 
him  a  long  and  animated  harangue. 
Laying  it  down  as  an  undeniable 
principle  that  the  order  of  council 
was  a  meafure  which  had  deftroyed 
the  credit  of  the  bank,  he  proceed¬ 
ed  to  animadvert  upon  the  mea¬ 
fure  itfelf,  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  carried  into  effect,  and 
the  criminality  of  the  minifler  by 
whom  it  was  advifed.  It  was,  he 
faid,  a  thing  wholly  unprecedented 
in  the  annals  of  this  country. 
Amidft  all  the  calamities,  all  the 
difgraces,  of  former  periods,  many 
of  which  had  been  fufficiently  fe- 
vere  and  humiliating,  we  had  at 
Icaft  one  ground  of  comfort  in  the 
fan&ity  of  the  national  credit. 
Though  depreffed  by  Ioffes  and 
afflictions,  the  minifters  could  fay 
tq  the  parliament,  each  member 
could  fay  to  his  conftituents,  “  the 
public  faith  has  been  preferved.,, 
But  now  we  were  deprived  even 
of  this  laft  fource  of  national  con- 
folation,  this  lail  prop  of  national 
honour. 

Had  the  meafure  itfelf  been  com¬ 
pelled  by  a  ffern  and  invincible  ne¬ 
ceflity,  Aill  he  contended  that  the 
mode  of  effe&ing  it  was  the  vvorfl 
which  could  have  been  chofen  ;  the, 
moft  pernicious  in  its  principle,  the 
mofl  perilous  in  its  effects.  It  would 
not  eaffly  be  erafed  from  the  me¬ 
mory  of  man,  nor  from  the  pages 
of  our  annals,  that,  whatever  might 

be  the  vaunted  theory  ot  our  con- 

✓ 

dilution,  one  word  from  the  king 
could  operate  to  deflroy  one  half 
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of  the  property  of  the  country.  If 
the  preffure  of  circumftances  ren¬ 
dered  it  neceflary  to  take  fuch  st 
hazardous  ftep  it  ought  to  have 
been  taken  by  the  parliament. 
Such  a  power,  it  might  be  faid, 
would  be  dangerous  in  any  branch 
of  the  legiflature,  but  furely  the 
danger  was  greater  from  the  quar- 
ter  in  which  it  had  now  been  exer- 
cifed. 

The  notice  publifhed  by  the 
bank,  fubfequently  to  the  ifluing 
or  the  order  of  council,  removed 
all  doubt  with  refped  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  meafurei  and  the 
directors  perhaps  defer ved  thanks 
for  their  explicitnefs  on  this  occa. 
fion.  Thofe  gentlemen  declared 
that  they  would  continue  their  dif- 
countsr  to  the  merchants  in  paper, 
and  would  alfo  pay  the  dividend 
warrants  in  paper.  It  was,  he  af- 
fured  the  houfe,  no  affedation  in 
him  to  declare  that  it  made  him 
nervous  to  contemplate  the  pro¬ 
bable  effed  of  this  proceeding. 
This,  faid  Mr.  box,  is  nothing 
lefs  than  faying,  that  you  fo  hea¬ 
vily  feel  the  prefling  exigencies  of 
your  fltuation,  that  you  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  overlook  the  covenants 
of  law,  the  obligations  of  honour, 
and  to  apply  for  a  refource  to  the 
great  and  hitherto  facred  depofitof 
national  wealth.  It  is  a  plain  vio¬ 
lation  of  con  trad  j  it  is  a  pofitive 
tax  on  the  funds ;  and,  as  far  as  re¬ 
gards  the  principle,,  the  minifter 
may  as  well  at  once  confifcate  the 
funded  property  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Hate.  Could  there,  it  was  alked 
by  the  orator,  could  there  be  any 
one  fo  ignorant  as  to  fee  a  diffe¬ 
rence  between  refufing  to  pay  in 
fpecie,  and  refufing  to  pay  at  all  ? 
It  was  true  that  the  dividends  were 
ffill  paid  in  paper,  and  paper  had 


been  formerly  given  in  payment  of 
them,  but  the  paper  formerly  given 
was  inftantly  convertible  intocaftu 
Did  any  man  believe  that,  at  this 
moment,  he  would  receive  in  the 
city  a  thoufand  pounds  in  cafh  for 
a  thoufand  pounds  in  paper  ?  No  : 
and  the  breach  of  contrad  was 
confequently  manifeft. 

On  the  queftion  of  guaranteeing 
the  fecurity  of  bank  notes,  he  con- 
fefled  that  he  had  changed  his  opi¬ 
nion,  and  that  he  now  thought 
that  it  had  better  be  withheld. 
Every  fandion  given  by  the  pub¬ 
lic  to  the  credit  of  individuals, 
though  for  a  time  it  might  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  advantages, 
would,  he  faid,  ultimately  be  found 
to  be  injurious,  and  even  deftruc- 
tive. 

For  enquiry  to  the  fulleft  ex¬ 
tent  he  forcibly  called;  it  being, 
he  declared,  abfolutely  neceflary 
that  no  circumftance  relative  to  the 
caufe  of  the  ftoppage  fhould  be  kept 
concealed.  Above  all,  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  ought  to  be  ftridly  invef- 
tigated  ;  for  on  him,  in  this  cafe, 
refted  nearly  the  whole  of  the  re- 
fponfibili  ty.  According  to  his 
view  of  the  tranfadion,  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  addition  to  his  former  demerits, 
had  violated  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  inflided  a  deadly  wound  upon 
the  public  credit.  The  neceftity 
of  the  meafure  muff  indeed  be  well 
afeertained  before  he  could  be  juf- 
tifjed.  It  muff  alfo  be  (hewn  that 
this  was  the  leafl  violent  mode  by 
which  the  objed  could  be  effeded. 
As  to  confidence  in  the  minifter  it 
was  an  abfurdity  to  talk  of  it. 

I  he  parliament  of  that  day  would 
not,  in  the  midft  of  his  fpiendid 
vidories,  have  granted  it,  on  fuch 
an  emergency  as  this,  to  the  iliuf- 
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trioas  father  of  Mr.  Pitt,  even  had 
he  afked  it,  which  his  conftitutional 
fpirit  would  not  have  allowed  him 
to  do  ;  and  what  they  would  have 
denied  to  his  wifdom,  eloquence, 
and  glory,  would  the  parliament  of 
this  day  grant  to  the  fon,  who 
had  been  guilty  of  a  feries  of  the 
grofteft  blunders,  who  had  failed  in 
all  his  calculations  and  promifes, 
who  had  gone  on  from  year  to  year 
upon  (hifts  and  expedients,  who 
had  paid  no  attention  whatever  to 
the  remon ft ranees  which  had  been 
made  to  him,  or  the  warnings 
which  he  had  received  ;  who,  in 
one  word,  had  difgraced  himfelf 
and  ruined  his  country. 

st  We  have  for  a  long  time,” 
faid  Mr.  Fox,  is  had  a  confiding 
houfe  of  commons.  I  want  now 
an  enquiring  houfe  of  commons. 
I  fay,  that  with  an  enquiring  houfe 
of  commons,  even  although  it 
(hould  be  an  indifferent  one  with 
regard  to  talents,  and  with  a  mi¬ 
nifter  of  very  ordinary  capacity, 
we  fhall  be  able  to  do  more  for  the 
fervice  of  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  than  with  a  houfe  of  commons 
compofed  of  the  bell:  talents  that 
ever  adorned  a  fenate,  and  a  mi- 
nifter  of  the  firft  abilities  would 
be  able  to  do,  if  that  houfe  fhould 
implicitly  confide  in  that  minifter. 
If,  therefore,  I  have  in  an  uniform 
'  tone  called  for  enquiry,  and  the 
houfe  has  been  as  monotonous,  as 
certainly  it  hitherto  has,  in  con¬ 
fiding,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  we 
are  in  our  prefent  condition.  I 
fay,  that  without  our  inquiring 
into  the  caufe  of  their  calamities, 
the  people  neither  will  be,  nor 
ought  to  be,  fatisfied.  1  fay  fur¬ 
ther,  that  the  houfe  ought,  for  the 
fake  of  its  credit  with  the  public, 
•to  inftitute  a  full  enquiry  upon 
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this  matter,  for  the  authority  of  an 
enquiring  houfe  of  commons  is 
much  greater  than  that  of  a  con¬ 
fiding  one.” 

In  the  call  for  a  fullenquiry,Mr. 
Fox  was  joined  by  the  members  of 
the  regular  oppofition,  and  by  fome 
who  generally  gave  their  fuffrage 
to  the  minifter.  Among  the  for¬ 
mer  were  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  Mr.  Mar¬ 
tin,  Mr.W,  Smith,  lord  Wycombe, 
Mr.Huffey,  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr. 
Brandling,  Mr.  Baftard,  and  Mr. 
Sheridan  j  among  the  latter  were 
Mr.  Pollen,  Sir  John  Sinclair,  and 
Sir  William  Pulteney. 

The  remarks  of  the  latter  elafis 
were  but  few  in  number.  Sir  John 
Sinclair  fuggefted  that  it  would  be 
necefifary  to  make  bank  notes  a  le¬ 
gal  tender,  unlefs  which  ftep  were 
taken  he  was  perfuaded  that  one 
half  of  the  public  might  be  fent  to 
jail,  and  the  other  half  would  af¬ 
terwards  become  bankrupt.  Sir 
William  Pulteney  hinted  his  fears 
that  the  meafure  was  intended  to  be 
permanent,  and  reafoned,  at  fome 
length,  upon  the  principles  of 
banking,  and  the  impoftibility  of 
preventing  the  exportation  of 
fpecie  and  bullion. 

By  the  members  in  oppofition 
the  minifter  was  bitterly  cenfured, 
as  the  author  of  the  evil  which  had 
befallen  the  bank.  It  was  faid  to 
be  in  vain  for  him  to  deny  that  he 
had  compelled  it  to  commit  an  a<ft 
of  infolvency.  Why  had  he  not, 
it  was  afked,  paid  the  bank  what 
the  government  owed  it,  inftead  of 
forcing  it  to  become  a  bankrupt  ? 
The  fort  of  partnerfhip  which  in 
fa  ft  exifted  between  the  govern- 
ment  and  the  bank  was  deprecated 
as  a  compulfive  and  unjuft  one  ;  it 
being  a  partnerfhip  with  an  infill- 
vent  government,  which  required 

a  folver.t 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  143 


a  folvent  company  to  bolfter  up  its 
ruined  finances.  It  was  predi&ed 
that  bank  paper  muft  inevitably 
fall  into  difcredit,  and  the  predic¬ 
tors  feared  that  it  would  fuffer  the 
fate  of  afiignats  and  mandats.  Con¬ 
nected  with  this  would  be  the  ra¬ 
pidly  railing  of  the  price  of  provi- 
fions,  which  would  bring  on  fuch  a 
train  of  mifery,  as  was  fearcely  to 
be  conceived.  As  to  the  partial 
enquiry,  which  was  now  propofed, 
it  would  do  harm  inftead  of  good, 
as  it  would  only  tend  to  excite  the 
fufpicions  and  fears  of  the  people. 
The  houfe,  it  was  urged,  ought  not 
to  affent  to  any  fuch  mockery,  but 
to  ad  with  firmnefs,  probe  the 
wound  to  the  bottom,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  wafle  and  mifmanage- 
ment  which  had  fo  long  prevailed. 
Without  this  there  was  no  hope  for 
the  country,  no  chance  of  its  fal- 
vation. 

An  amendment  to  the  original 
motion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan.  It  was  (<  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  fhould  alfo  enquire  into  the 
caufes  which  produced  the  order 
of  council,  and  inveftigate  the  cir- 
cumftances  and  the  necefiity  from 
which  it  arofe/’  This  amend¬ 
ment  he  recommended  in  a  fpeech 
of  blended  pleafantry,  fatire,  and 
argument,  in  which,  however,  the 
argumentative  part  had  little  more 
of  novelty  than  was  conferred  on 
it  by  the  change  and  the  graces  of 
language. 

The  original  motion  was  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Dundas, 
Mr.  Dent,  and  others.  The 
fplendid  philippic  of  Mr.  Fox 
againft  him,  Mr.  Pitt  paffed  by 
unnoticed  ;  conceiving,  perhaps, 
that  the  charges  were  too  vague 
to  be  entitled  to  an  anfwer.  He 
confined  himfelf  to  touching  upon 


two  or  three  points,  in  thefpeeches 
of  other  members,  on  which  it 
feemed  to  be  neceffary  for  him  to 
explain  or  remark.  In  anfwer  to 
Sir  William  Pulteney,  he  ftated, 
that  nothing  could  be  further  from 
his  thoughts, than  that  the  order  of 
council  fhould  have  a  durable  ope¬ 
ration.  To  the  immediate  en¬ 
largement  of  the  enquiry  he  ob¬ 
jected,  becaufe  an  expeditious  de- 
cifion  was  wanted  on  the  propriety 
of  continuing  the  order,  and  be¬ 
caufe  an  examination  of  the  caufes 
of  it  could  be  conducted  with 
greater  advantage  after  a  paufe  of 
reflection.  He  denied  that  he  had 
drained  the  bank  of  its  fpecie,  and 
by  fo  doing  brought  on  its  prefent 
embarraffments,  and  he  deemed 
the  plan  of  direCtly  raifing  a  loan, 
to  pay  off  the  advances,  to  be  a 
meafure  which  would  be  unproduc¬ 
tive  of  benefit,  as  it  could  not  top- 
ply  the  bank  with  a  Angle  addi¬ 
tional  guinea  in  cafh. 

The  amendment  being  put  to 
the  vote  was  negatived,  by  two 
hundred  and  forty-four  noes  againft 
eighty-fix  ayes.  The  original 
motion  was,  ofcourfe,  adopted. 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved  a  refolu- 
tion,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
houfe  to  enquire  into  all  the  caufes 
which  have  produced  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  meafure.’,  This  being 
agreed  to,  without  a  divifion,  he 
gave  notice  that  he  fhould,  next 
day,  move  for  a  committee  to 
carry  it  into  effeH. 

The  appointment  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  which  was  difcuffed  on  the 
following  day,  was  a  fubjeCf  of 
great  altercation,  and  gave  rife  to 
a  debate  of  confiderable  length, 
fometimes  enlivened  by  wit  and 
humour,  and  fometimes  darkened 
by  invedive  and  angry  retort.  In 
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puiTiiance  of  his  notice,  Mr.  Fox 
moved  that  a  committee  fhould  be 
appointed,  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  which  produced  the  order  of 
council.  Declaiming  any  wifh  to 
indulge  in  petty  cavils,  or  to  enter*' 
into  minute  and  verbal  criticifrns, 
he  affirmed  that  fuch  a  committee 
as  he  called  for  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary,  the  committee  already 
voted  for  not  being  compe¬ 
tent  to  enquire  into  the  caufes 
which  produced  the  order,  but  only 
into  the  neceffity  of  its  conti¬ 
nuance.  Now,  though  the  ifluing 
of  the  order  might  have  been 
caufed  by  highly  criminal  conduCl, 
it  might,  neverthelefs,  be  prudent 
to  continue  that  order  when  once 
iffued.  The  two  queftions  were, 
therefore,  quite  diftinCt.  But  that 
the  caufes,  whatever  they  were, 
fhould  be  known,  was  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance.  While  the  houfe 
remained  in  ignorance  of  them,  it 
was  impoffible  to  afcertain  to  whom 
criminality  attached,  what  was 
oUr  real  fituation,  what  remedy 
could  be  applied,  or  what  we  had 
to  fear  from  the  recurrence  of  fi- 
milar  events.  In  a  moderate  tone, 
but  with  pointed  meaning,  he  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  nomination  by  ballot, 

'  and  called  upon  the  minifters,  if 
they  thought  that  none  but  their 
friends  fhould  be  members  of  the 
committee,  at  leaft  to  exprefs  their 
opinion  by  vote,  and  allow  it  to 
be  debated  whether  the  perfons 
named  were  fuch  as  ought  to  be 
chofen. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
general  Walpole,  who  accufed  the 
minifters  of  having  occafioned  the 
alarm  which  they  now  blamed,  and 
of  being  foiely  refponfible  for  the 
ftoppage  of  the  bank. 

The  propofttion  of  Mr.  Fox 


was  oppofed  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  who  Was  of  opinion 
that  both  enquiries  fhould  be  gone 
through  fucceflively  by  the  fame 
committee.  No  advantage  could, 
he  faid,  be  gained  by  a  different 
mode  of  proceeding.  The  fame 
papers  muft:  be  ufed,  the  fame  per¬ 
fons  muft  be  fummoned,  on  each 
enquiry.  But  how  could  the  fame 
papers  and  the  fame  perfons  be  be¬ 
fore  two  committees  at  once  ? 
What  reafon  could  there  be  for  not 
referring  both  enquiries  to  the 
fame  committee,  a  committee  to 
whom  no  objections  could  be 
ftarted,  fince  their  names  were  not 
yet  known  ?  This  after t  ion  hav¬ 
ing  occafioned  loud  cries  of  ‘  ‘  hear, 
hear,"  from  the  oppofition,  he 
added,  with  rather  a  whimfical 
aflent  to  their  inftnuations,  “  at 
leaft  whofe  names  are  not  yet  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe."  A  ballot  he  was 
refolved,  he  faid.  to  infill  upon, 
becaufe  it  was  eftablifhed  by  pre¬ 
cedent,  and  becaufe  perfons  chofen 
in  any  other  mode  would  be  refe¬ 
rees  and  arbitrators,  and  not  a 
committee  regularly  chofen. 

As  the  minifter  had,  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening,  appeared  to  be 
difinclined  to  allow  the  committee 
to  inveftigate  every  part  of  the 
fubjeCt,  Mr.  Sheridan  charged 
him,  in  pointed  terms,  with  grofs 
tergiverfation,  for  now  advocating 
what  he  had  fo  recently  oppofed. 
Then,  arguing  on  the  mode  of 
chufing  the  committee,  he  Rated 
that  Mr.  Pitt  had  formerly  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  a  committee  by  nomi¬ 
nation  ;  he  having  himfelf  pro- 
poled  one  on  the  regency  queftion. 
Of  the  mode  by  ballot  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  exprefTed  his  utter  di Hike  ; 
declaring  it  to  be  nothing  eife 
than  a  rank  juggle.  In  proof  of 
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what  he  afferted,  he  produced  the 
lift  of  the  committee  which  was 
now  to  be  appointed,  and,  as  he 
read  over  the  names,  he  accompa¬ 
nied  them  with  ludicrous  remarks. 
This  treafury  lift  had,  he  laid,  been 
publicly  handed  about  in  the  lobby, 
and  no  fmall  difguft  had  been  ex¬ 
cited  by  fuch  a  fhamelefs  proceed¬ 
ing.  The  names  were  indeed  re- 
fpe&able  ones,  becaufe  the  treafury 
influence,  which  didated  them, 
made  it  a  part  of  its  finefie  to  have 
a  packed  jury  home  what  creditable, 
left  the  abufe  fliould  be  too  glar¬ 
ing,  and  fail  in  its  deception. 

This  produced  a  protracted  and 
uninterefting  debate,  mingled  with 
'  a  large  portion  of  farcafm  and  cri¬ 
minating  inftnuation,  in  which  the 
proceeding  was  vindicated  by  Mr. 
Windham,  lord  Hawkefbury,  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  Dr.  Laurence,  and 
others ;  and  cenfured  by  Mr.  Grey, 
Mr.Curwen,  Mr.Nicholls,and  Mr. 
Courtenay,  the  one  party  contend¬ 
ing  that  it  was  an  inftance  of  pre- 
fumption  in  the  minifters,  and  an 
inful t  to  the  houfe  ;  the  other 
party  as  ftrenuoufly  aflerting  that 
iuch  lifts  were  perfectly  harmlefs, 
that  they  were  juftified  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  gentlemen  in  oppofl. 
tion,  and  that  it  did  not  follow, 
becaufe  the  minifters  intimated  their 
wilhes  as  to  the  perfons  to  be 
chofen,  that  the  members  were  a  tall 
reftrained  in  the  freedom  of  choice. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  names  which  had 
now  been  read,  they  had  been  con- 
felfed  to  be  highly  refpeCtable, 
and  what  more  could  be  defired  ? 
To  cant  of  their  fuperior  purity, 
and  to  bring  charges  of  corruption 
was,  it  was  faid  by  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  the  manner  in  which  the 
minority  had  commonly  thought 
proper  to  revenge  themfelves  on 
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the  majority.  This  was  the  cant 
with  which  they  endeavoured  to 
impofe  upon  the  public,  and  which, 
if  it  were  worth  while  to  try  the 
experiment,  might  be  retorted 
upon  themfelves.  But,  in  fad, 
the  charge  of  corruption  againft 
fuch  a  body  as  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  was  in  itfelf  ridiculous  in  a 
fupreine  degree. 

A  long,  and,  as  u-fual,  an  able 
fpeech  from  Mr.  Fox  clofed  the 
debate.  The  impropriety  of  a 
choice  by  ballot  was  his  principal 
theme  ;  but  he  likewife  once  more 
brought  to  bear  all  the  arguments 
which  he  had  before  adduced  upon 
the  other  topics.  The  prefumed 
guilt  of  the  minifter,  the  terrible 
ftate  of  the  country,  and  the  necef- 
flty  of  thorough  enquiry,  formed, 
of  courfe,  the  perpetually  recur¬ 
ring  burthen  of  his  fong.  On  a 
divifton,  his  motion  was  rejected 
by  141  noes  againft  67  ayes. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  moved  that 
Mr.  Fox  fhould  be  added  to  the 
committee.  The  houfe  divided 
upon  this,  and  it  was  negatived  by 
144  noes  againft  53  ayes. 

One  confequence  arifing  from 
the  ftoppage  of  the  bank  was  fo 
obvious  that  it  could  not  efcape 
the  notice  of  even  the  moft  care- 
lefs  obferver.  This  was  the  diffi¬ 
culty,  or  rather  impoffibility,  of 
paying  fmall  fums,  now  that  a  flop 
was  put  to  the  circulation  Of 
fpecie.  The  diftrefs  and  confufion 
which  this  muft  caufe,  efpecially 
among  the  lower  claffes,  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  avert. 
Accordingly,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
firft  of  the  debates  which  have  juft 
been  narrated,  Mr.  Wilberforce 
Bird  enquired,  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  whether  the  rumour 
were  true,  that  the  bank  intended 

m 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797- 


1 46  J 

to  iftue  notes  for  fums  of  one  and 
two  pounds.  Mr.  Pitt  replied 
that  fuch  a  meafure  was  contem¬ 
plated,  but  that,  it  being  doubtful 
whether  the  bank  could  legally 
iffue  notes  under  five  pounds,  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  lor  an 
aft  to  give  them  the  power  of  fo 
doing. 

A  bill  to  this  effect  palled  ra¬ 
pidly  through  both  houfes,  arid 
with  few  remarks  upon  it.  The 
retention  of  the  words  “  payable 
on  demand, *'  was  confidered  by 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr. 
Grey,  as  involving  in  it  a  manifeft 
contradiftion,  the  bank  being  re- 
ftricted  from  paying  in  fpecie. 
Mr.  Fox  thought  that  the  bajik 
might  be  fued  upon  them,  unlefs 
afpecific  aft  were  paffed  to  indem¬ 
nify  it ;  and  Mr.  Sheridan  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  more  ad- 
vifable  not  to  make  the  notes  pay¬ 
able  till  the  expiration  of  a  certain 
period.  To  this  it  was  anfwered, 
that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
ufe  any  other  than  the  original 
form  ;  that  the  reft  rift  ion  law 
would  apply  to  thefe  as  well  as  to 
the  notes  for  large  fums ;  that  every 
one  knew  the  condition  on  which 
they  were  iffued,  and  that*  if  Mr. 
Sheridan's  fuggeftion  were  adopted, 
they  would  no  longer  be  on  a  par 
with  the  other  notes  of  the  bank. 

Supplementary  to  this  meafure, 
another  was  adopted,  on  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird. 
By  two  afts,  of  the  15th  and  17th 
of  George  the  third,  all  perfons 
were  prohibited  from  iffuing  pro- 
iniffory  notes  under  the  value  of 
five  pounds,  and  all  fuch  notes 
were  declared  to  be  void.  Thefe 
afts  Mr.  Bird  now  propofed  to 
fufpend  for  a  limited  time,  as,  un- 
kfs  this  were  done,  it  would  be 


impoffible  for  country  bankers  and 
manufafturers  to  carry  on  their 
buftnefs  under  the  prefen t  circum- 
ftances.  His  original  plan  was  to 
except  the  metropolis  from  the 
fufpending  bill,  bur,  on  the  fug¬ 
geftion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  he  relinquifh- 
ed  the  exception. 

No  oppofition  was  made  to  the 
bringing  in  of  this  meafure,  but 
the  neceffity  of  it  was  much  la¬ 
mented^  It  was  faid  to  be  a  great 
evil,  which  could  be  tolerated  only 
that  a  ft  ill  greater  evil  might  not 
enfue.  After  all,  it  was  to  be 
feared  that  thefe  notes  would  be¬ 
come  mere  affignats.  Great  ad¬ 
vantage  would,  perhaps,  be  taken 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  multitude, 
and  much  fraud  and  mifchief  might 
be  the  confequence.  The  minif- 
ter  was  alfo  heavily  blamed,  for 
not  having  given  proper  previous 
notice  of  the  late  ftoppage  to  the 
manufacturing  towns,  and  a  gloomy 
pifture  was  drawn  of  the  fttuation 
to  which  many  of  them  were  re¬ 
duced  by  the  fcarcity  of  money. 
Bath  and  Norwich  were  particu¬ 
larly  mentioned  as  inftances  of  the 
diftrefs  which  had  been  occa- 
fioned. 

When  the  bill  was  read  a  fe- 
cond  time,  fears  were  expreffed 
that  difturbances  might  be  caufed, 
by  the  poorer  holders  of  the  bills 
being,  in  fome  cafes,  unable  to 
obtain  payment  of  them.  To  this 
it  was  replied,  that  fummary 
means  of  enforcing  the  payment 
within  three  days  were  provided 
by  the  aft.  The  efficacy  of  this 
was,  however,  doubted,  as  it 
might  be  attended  with  trouble 
and  expence.  It  was  at  length 
agreed  that  the  penalty  of  non¬ 
payment  within  three  days  fhould 
be  twenty  fhillings,  in  addition  to 

cofts, 
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cofts,  which  fum  might  be  levied 
by  dilirefs.  A  fuggeftion  that, 
as  a  Security,  the  iffuers  of  notes 
fhould  depofit  property  to  the 
amount  of  them,  was  not  adopted. 
The  bill  was  then  pafLd,  without 
any  diffent  except  that  of  Mr. 
Bryan  Edwards,  who  argued  that, 
by  multiplying  the  quantity  of 
paper,  it  would  increafe  the  very 
evil  which  caufed  the  diftrefs  of 
the  country.  Its  duration  was  at 
firft  limited  to  two  months,  but 
was  fubfequently  extended. 

By  thefe  meafures,  and  by  the 
fpeedy  ilfue  of  a  large  copper 
coinage,  and  of  ftamped  dollars, 
the  deficiency  of  the  circulating 
medium  wae,  in  a  great  degree, 
fupplied.  With  the  fmall  notes 
began,  however,  an  extenfion  of 
crime,  and  of  confequent  judicial 
vengeance,  which,  were  there  no 
other  caufes  for  regret,  would  more 
than  fuffice  to  render  the  ftoppage 
of  the  bank  a  memorable  and  me¬ 
lancholy  event. 

Two  reports  were  brought  up 
from  the  committee  of  the  Com¬ 
mons,  on  the  3d  and  7th  of  March. 
The  firft  of  thefe  ftated  that  the 
committee  had  examined,  up  to  the 
23th  of  February,  the  ftate  of  the 
debts  and  property  of  the  bank, 
and  that  it  found  the  debts  to 
amount  to  13,770,390/.  and  the 
afTets  to  17, 5:97,280/.,  not  includ¬ 
ing  a  fum  of  1 1,636,800/.  of  per¬ 
manent  debt,  which  was  due  from 
the  government.  There  remained, 
therefore,  a  balance  of  four  mil¬ 
lions  in  favour  of  the  bank.  Since 
tfre  25  th  of  February,  confiderable 
iffues,  both  in  bank  notes  and  go¬ 
vernment  paper,  had  been  made, 
but  without  any  diminution  of  the 
balance,  as  correfponding  fecurities 
had  been  received  for  thofe  iffues. 


The  fecond  report  merely  de¬ 
clared  that  it  #3S  neceiTary  to 
continue,  for  a  time  to  be  limited 
by  parliament,  the  meafures  which 
had  been  taken  in  purfuance  of  the 
order  of  council. 

Tloe  report  of  the  Lord's  Com¬ 
mittee  was  prefented  on  the  6th, 
and  was  in  fubftance  the  fame  with 
thofe  reports  which  were  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  commons.  It, 
however,  went  a  ftep  further  than 
they  did,  as  it  affjgned  a  reafon  for 
the  recent  drain  of  calk  from  the 
coffers  of  the  bank.  Thar  drain 
it  declared  to  be  owing,  in  great 
part,  to  demands  from  the  country, 
which  had  rapidly  increafed,  and 
which,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  encreafed  ftill  more  rapidly, 
had  a  flop  not  been  put  to  them  by 
the  order  of  council. 

On  the  day  of  the  bringing  up 
of  this  report,  which  terminated 
the  fundiens  of  the  committee, 
the  duke  of  Bedford  moved  that 
a  feled  committee,  of  fifteen  peers, 
fhould  be  appointed,  to  enquire 
into  the  caufes  for  bluing  the  or¬ 
der  of  council.  On  this  occafion 
he  fpoke  with  more  moderation 
than  he  ufually  difplayed.  The 
committee  w  hich  was  nowextind; 
had  not,  he  faid,  inveftigated  the 
caufes  in  which  originated  the  ne- 
cefti  ty  of  the  order.  Thofe  caufes, 
which  he  was  difpofed  to  find  in 
the  mifeondud  and  profufion  of 
the  minifters,  it  was  proper  that 
the  houfe  and  the  country  fnould 
know.  To  difeawer  them,  how¬ 
ever,  the  committee,  whetherfecret 
or  feled,  ought  to  be  openly  ap¬ 
pointed  ;  for  every  one  was  aware 
that,  when  it  was  chofen  by  ballot, 
it  was  commonly  compofed  of  the 
friends  of  the  minifter,  who  cer¬ 
tainly  were  not  perfons  from  whom 
2  3  was 
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was  to  be  expended  an  impartial 
judgment  of  his  conduft.  The 
duke  of  Norfolk  and  the  earl  of 
Guildford  joined  him  in  his  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  ballot. 

A  fecret  committee  was  prefer¬ 
red  by  lord  Grenville,  and,  after 
fome  contention,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  committee  fhould  be  a 
fecret  inftead  of  a  feledt  one. 
When,  however,  his  lordfhip 
moved  that  it  fhould  be  chofen  by 
ballot,  the  duke  of  Bedford  de¬ 
clared  that  he  could  not  fuffer  the 
motion  to  be  carried  without  ex- 
prefling  his  ftrongeft  diffent.  Such 
a  mode  of  making  a  choice  he  con- 
fidered  as  nothing  better  than  a 
mockery  and  an  infult,  in  which 
not  even  the  femblance  of  decency 
was  preferved.  Was  there  any 
one  hardy  enough  to  defend  the 
mode  cf  chufing  committees  by 
ballot  ?  Let  him  look  into  the 
ballotting  glades,  and  fee  what 
they  contained.  In  them  might 
be  found  twenty  lifts,  all  in  one 
hand  writing,  the  managers  of  this 
farce  not  caring  even  to  fave  ap¬ 
pearances.  And  of  what  names 
were  the  lifts  compofed  ?  Of  the 
cabinet  rninifters  1  Men  appoint¬ 
ed  to  be  the  judges  of  their  own 
ads !  Of  what  ufe  could  it  be  to 
nominate  perfons  to  enquire  into 
meafures  of  which  they  were  them- 
felves  the  authors  ?  Were  not  the 
rninifters  alhamed  of  their  condud, 
and  what  infatuation  was  it  to  at¬ 
tempt  by  fuch  quackery,  to  deceive 
the  country  ! 

After  a  warm  debate,  in  which 
the  ballot  was  defended  by  lord 
Grenville  and  earl  Fauconberg,  the 
propofition  for  chufing  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  that  manner  was  carried ; 
there  being  only  eight  votes 
againft  it,  and  47  in  its  favour. 


As  foon  as  the  laft  report  of  the 
commons9  committee  was  on  the 
table  of  the  houfe,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  moved  that  they 
fhould  be  taken  into  confideration 
at  an  early  period.  When  the  day 
arrived,  and  before  the  bufinefs  of 
it  commenced,  the  members  of  the 
oppontiors  brought  forward  various 
motions  codneded  with  the  fub- 

1  ' 

jed.  Mr.  Tierney  ftrft  moved  for 
an  account,  with  the  dates,  of  all 
the  outftanding  fums  advanced  for 
the  public  fervice  by  the  bank, 
with  the  amount  of  intereft  due 
{hereon.  This  being  granted,  he 
next  called  for  a  comparative  ftate- 
rnent  of  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of 
difcounts  by  the  bank,  in  the  week 
ending  on  the  4th  of  March,  and 
the  week  ending  on  the  24th  of 
February.  To  this  motion  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was 
hoftile.  It  would,  he  faid,  tend 
to  divulge  the  private  tranfadions 
of  the  bank,  and  thereby  prove 
injurious  to  public  credit.  There 
was,  beftdes,  no  inftance  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  having  demanded 
an  account  of  the  bank  difcounts  to 
private  individuals.  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury  agreed  with  him  in  thinking 
that  fome  of  the  information  thus 
procured  it  might  not  be  proper  to 
lay  before  the  public  ;  and  he  add¬ 
ed  that  compliance  with  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  not  needful,  the  com¬ 
mittee  having  ftated  that  the 
amount  of  the  difcounts  had  made 
little  difference  in  the  general  ftate 
of  the  bank  affairs. 

Mr.  Tierney,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
and  Mr.  Fox,  remained  uncon¬ 
vinced  by  this  reafoning.  They 
faid  that  the  paper  was  not  moved 
for  from  motives  of  impertinent 
curioftty,  but  to  obtain  the  necef- 
fary  information  as  to  the  compa¬ 
rative 
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rative  difcounts  of  the  two  fpecifi- 
ed  weeks.  It  was  generally  be¬ 
lieved  that  they  had  been  pufhed 
to  an  enormous  extent,  and  that 
accommodation  had  been  granted 
to  every  perfon  who  was  in  the 
lead  difpofed  to  be  clamorous. 
Whether  this  belief  was  true  or 
falfe  it  was  important  to  know. 
If  the  bank  really  had  the  folidity 
which  was  attributed  to  it,  the 
publicity  of  its  proceedings  could 
do  it  nothing  but  fervice.  Mr. 
Fox  fuggefted,  as  a  fecond  reafon 
for  giving  the  information  which 
was  demanded^  that  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  order  might  poffibly 
be  affedled  by  the  difference  in  the 
difcounts.  If  they  had  increafed, 
then  the  neceffity  for  continuing 
the  order  was  drengthened  •  if 
they  had  decreafed,  then,  on  the 
contrary,  the  neceffity  was  dimi- 
nifhed,  and  the  operation  of  the 
order  ought  to  be  limited  to  a 
fhorter  time. 

This  motion  was  negatived  ; 
but  another,  for  an  account  of  ex¬ 
chequer  bills  iffued  on  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  aft  for  railing  the 
eighteen  million  loan,  was  agreed 
to. 

Before  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  Mr.  Sheridan 
rofe  to  make  a  few  obfervations 
upon  fome  parts  of  the  i  two  re¬ 
ports.  The  drft  point  upon 
which  he  touched  was  the  ftate- 
ment  of  the  property  belonging  to 
the  bank  ;  and  here  he  contended 
that  the  fum  of  eleven  millions, 
forming  the  capital  dock  of  the 
bank,  ought  not  to  have  been  re- 
prefented  as  a  debt ;  it  being  in 
fadl  nothing  more  than  an  annuity 
of  330,000/.  per  ann.  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  which  could  not  be  claimed 
for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  con- 


fequently  could  not  be  rendered 
available.  Then,  adverting  to 
the  debt  of  nearly  ten  millions, 
which  the  government  owed  to 
the  bank  for  advances,  and  which 
formed  a  large  part  of  thefeourity 
for  the  money  owing  by  the  bank 
to  the  public,  he  remarked  on 
what  he  conddered  as  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  condudi  of  the  miniders  in 
this  affair.  Indead  of  paying 
their  creditor,  they  had  rather 
chofen  to  authorize  him  to  leave 
his  creditors  unpaid,  and  had  of¬ 
fered  to  guarantee  his  fufficiency, 
provided  that  he  would  fuffer  his 
funds  to  be  enquired  into.  Indicia 
a  cafe,  an  individual  would  fay', 
why  do  you  not  pay  me  what  you 
owe  me,  and  I  can  then  fatisfy  all 
claims  without  your  interference  ? 
He  blamed  the  government  for 
not  having  kept  the  loyalty  loan 
open,  to  raife  twelve  millions 
more,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying 
the  bank.  The  fh'ock  to  public 
credit  would  then  have  been  avoid¬ 
ed.  Having  cenfured  the  bank, 
becaufe  it  had  not  done  its  duty, 
by  trying  all  methods  to  fatisfy 
the  claimants  upon  it,  he  concluded 
by  giving  notice  that  he  ffiould, 
on  the  following  day,  move  that 
immediate  fleps  be  taken  to  pay 
the  money  advanced  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  by  the  bank  directors. 

The  houfe  then  went  into  a 
committee  to  confider  the  report. 
This  being  done,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  rofe  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  confirm, 
and  continue  for  a  limited  time, 
the  reftridtion  on  iffuing  fpecie  by 
the  bank  of  England.  He  pre¬ 
faced  his  motion  by  a  fpeech,  the 
exordium  of  which  was  principally 
occupied  in  afferting  the  folvency, 
and  even  the  richnefs,  of  the 
3l  bank  ; 
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bank  ;  a  queftion  which  he  held  to 
be  now  entirely  fet  at  red.  Con¬ 
troverting  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  refpe&ing  the  eleven 
millions  of  capital  Hock,  he  main¬ 
tained  that,  though  that  fum  was 
not  immediately  demandable,  it 
was  as  much  afecurity  to  the  bank 
creditors  as  any  other  that  the 
bank  poffefifed,  and  was  indeed 
one  which  Hood  upon  the  fa  fell  of 
all  foundations,  the  parliamentary 
faith  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
whole  property  of  the  country. 

Having  hinted  the  propriety  of 
indemnifying  the  government  for 
ifiuing  the  order,  glanced  at  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  thrown 
out  doubts  of  its  utility,  declared 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  refer  to 
the  committee  which  had  already 
fat  the  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of 
the  order,  protefted  againft  leffien- 
ing  the  number  of  bank  notes,  an¬ 
nounced  his  intention  to  relin- 
quifh  the  plan  of  propofing  to  give 
the  government  fecurity  to  them, 
and  aflerted  the  folidity  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  refources  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  he  concluded  by  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  his  bill. 

In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  ftoppage  was  once  more 
difeufled  by  Mr.  Fox,  with  much 
fulnefs  and  animation.  One  part 
of  his  fpeech  was  the  fubjeft  of 
confiderable  difference  of  opinion. 
He  maintained  that  the  dire&ors 
of  the  bank  ought  to  do  nothing 
inconfiftent  with  the  intereft  of  the 
proprietors  for  whom  they  a&ed. 
When  they  looked  to  the  public 
intereft,  inftead  of  that  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  they  quitted  their  proper 
fphere.  Let  the  functions  of  the 
bank  and  of  the  parliament  ber 
kept  diftinft,  and  both  wotald  be 
exercifcd  to  the  national  advantage. 


It  was,  on  the  contrary,  broad¬ 
ly  affirmed,  by  the  folicitop  gene¬ 
ral,  that  the  bank  was  not  mfti- 
tuted  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
proprietors.  “  It  was,  he  faid, 
inftituted,  as  every  other  corpo¬ 
ration  was,  for  public  purpofes 
and  benefits.  The  benefit  of  the 
holder  of  ftock  was  an  inferior 
objed.  The  bank,  from  the  very 
nature  of  its  charter,  was  hound  to 
accommodate  the  nation  ;  and, 
therefore,  when  it  was  urged  that 
the  bank  had  a  duty  to  the  holder 
of  ftock,  it  fhould  be  remembered 
that  they  had  a  duty  alfo  to  the 
public,  which,  on  an  occafion  of 
public  emergency,  it  was  eftential 
that,  they  fhould  perform.  If  they 
did  not  perform  the  public  purpofes 
for  which  they  were  inftituted, 
the  power  which  created  might 
alfo  deftroy  them.  All  their  ori¬ 
ginal  power  was  granted  to  them 
for  public  purpofes,  and  upon  every 
principle  upon  which  they  were 
created,  they  might  alfo  be  deftroy- 
ed,  if  they  were  guilty  of  any 
thing  that  amounted  to  a  breach 
of  that  public  duty.  The  bank, 
therefore,  muft  affift  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country.  He  appre¬ 
hended  it  to  be  their  duty  fo  to  do 
when  any  occafion  required  it, 
and  he  apprehended  it  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  their  duty  in  the  prefent 
inftance.” 

On  fome  other  points  he  alfo 
maintained  pofitions  which  be¬ 
came  the  objects  of  ridicule  or 
reproof.  He  dwelt  much  on  the 
peculiar  advantages  of  paper,  and 
feemed  to  think  more  lightly  than 
is  common  of  the  importance  of 
fpecie,  in  doing  which  he  echoed 
the  previoufly  exprefled  fentiments 
of  lord  Hawkefbury  ;  and  he  re¬ 
prehended  the  jfpeaker  in  oppofi- 
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titin,  for  forgetting  that  the  army 
and  navy  were  as  much  public  cre¬ 
ditors  as  the  holders  of  bank  notes 
were,- and  creditors  to  whom  it 
behoved  us  to  be  attentive,  fince, 
from  their  fituation,  payment  in 
cadi  was  more  particularly  requir¬ 
ed  to  them  than  to  any  other  de- 
fcription  of  men  in  the  country. 
He  likewife  contended  that  the 
capital  dock  of  the  bank  was  not 
only  an  available  part  of  its  pro¬ 
perty,  but  that  it  was  worth  con- 
liderably  more  than  its  nominal 
value.  Were  it  fold,  at  the  pre- 
fent  market  price,  it  would,  he 
faid,  produce  between  fifteen  and 
fixteen  millions. 

In  a  copious  drain  of  wit,  Mr. 
Sheridan  ridiculed  the  preference 
which  was  given  to  paper  over 
fpecie.  He  treated  lefs  ludicroudy 
and  lefs  indulgently  the  adertion 
that  the  army  and  navy  had  a  claim 
prior  to  that  of  the  dockholders  : 
and  he  gave  no  quarter  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  that  the  bank  was  edabliftied 
for  the  benefit  of  the  government. 
Such  grofs  and  palpable  abfurdi ty 
about  the  bank  could,  he  faid, 
have  been  uttered  only  by  one  who 
had  never  read  a  fingle  fyllable 
of  the  conditution  of  that  body. 
The  threat  of  dedruftion,  however, 
which  had  now  been  thrown  out 
to  the  bank,  was  a  pretty  drong 
one,  and  a  little  more  intelligible 
than  any  which  had  before  been 
ufed  to  it.  The  purpofeof  it  could 
not  well  be  midaken.  As  to  the 
enormous  value  which  the  folicitor 
general  had  fixed  upon  the  capital 
dock,  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  that 
it  arofe  from  the  learned  gentle¬ 
man  not  recollecting  that,  in  this 
bank  dock,  four  per  cent,  dividend 
had  been  added  to  the  original 
three  per  cent,  intered. 
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After  fome  further  obfervations, 
of  the  fame  tenor,  from  Mr.  Fox 
and  Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  was  car¬ 
ried  without  a  divifion. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  moved  that  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  for  enquiring  into  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  {hould  be  revived. 
Mr.  Fox  oppofed  this,  and  Mr. 
Grey  intreated  that  his  own  name 
might  be  omitted.  The  houfe  di¬ 
vided  upon  the  quedion  of  revival, 
which  was  carried  by  174  ayes 
againd  65  noes. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  renewed  his 
motion  for  adding  the  name  of 
Mr.  Fox  ;  but  this  was  negatived 
by  157  votes  againd  60. 

Before,  however,  the  bill  came 
under  difeuffior),  Mr.  Sheridan,  on 
the  10th  of  March,  brought  for¬ 
ward  the  motion  of  which  he  had 
given  notice.  Its  great  objeft 
was  to  redore  the  bank  to  a  date 
of  folvency,  by  obtaining  from  the 
government  the  re-payment  of  the 
large  fums  which  it  had  borrowed 
from  that  corporation.  Another 
objeCI  was  to  prevent  the  govern¬ 
ment  from  again  procuring  fuch 
enormous  loans  as  it  1  had  lately 
raifed  from  that  company.  To 
accomplifh  this  latter  purpofe,  he 
propofed  to  re-enaCt  the  claufe,  in 
the  a<d  of  king  William,  which 
provided  that,  under  penalty  of 
forfeiting  three  times  the  amount, 
the  bank  {hould  not  make  any  ad¬ 
vances  to  the  government,  except 
on  funds  already  granted  by  par¬ 
liament  ;  a  claufe  which,  three 
years  before,  had,  he  affirmed, 
been  unwifely  repealed,  by  a  claufe 
artfully  introduced  into  an  exche¬ 
quer  loan  bill.  Still  further  to 
bring  back  the  bank  to  the  tenor 
of  its  original  inftitution,  he  all© 
[AT  4]  fuggefled 
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fuggefted  that  it  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  revive  another  claufe, 
which  prohibited  it  from  ever 
owing  more  than  the  amount  of 
the  debt  which  was  due  to  it  from 
the  government. 

That  far  lefs  alarm  than  might 
have  been  expected  had  been  occa- 
fioned  by  fuch  a  momentous  event 
as  the  ftoppage  ©f  the  bank,  Mr. 
Sheridan  readily  admitted  j  but 
this  very  circumftance  he  confi- 
dered  as  a  ferious  fymptom  of  the 
danger  of  our  fituation.  By  the 
reftridtion  the  bank  was  enabled  to 
enlarge  its  difcounts,  and,  fo  ex¬ 
treme  was  the  want  of  money 
among  all  claffes,  that  the  accom¬ 
modation  thus  afforded  to  them  in¬ 
duced  them  to  overlook  the  fatal 
confequences  which  would  ulti¬ 
mately  enfue.  It  was  an  opiate, 
which  deadened  the  feelings  for  a 
while,  but  increafed  the  caufe  of 
the  difeafe.  It  for  a  time  fjlenced 
alarm,  and  lulled  apprehenfipu 
a  deep.  The  houfe,  however,  ought 
to  be  on  the  w'atch,  and  to  take 
care  not  only  not  to  deceive  the 
public,  but  not  to  deceive  itfelf. 
It  ought  not  to  be  lulled  into  a 
falfe  fecurity,  nor  accept  this  tem¬ 
porary  accommodation  as  a  bribe 
to  reconcile  it  to  the  mifchiefs  with 
which  the  meafure  was  fraught. 
In  his  opinion,  if  the  order  of 
council  continued  in  effedl  even  a 
month,  the  date  of  the  country 
would  be  fuch  as  to  admit  of  no 
relief.  A  remedy  mud  now  be 
applied,  or  all  would  be  loft ;  for 
the  breach  which  credit  had  fuf- 
tained  was  one  which  would  widen 
every  hour,  and  would  foon  be 
irreparable. 

To  a  ’egiflative  fanTion  of  the 
late  order  he,  therefore,  declared 
himfelf  to  be  averfe,  becaufe,  among 


other  reafons,  if  the  reftridliori 
were  once  legally  eftablifhed,  ha¬ 
bit  would  join  with  neceffity  to 
reconcile  men’s  minds  to  it  as  a 
permanent  fyftem,  our  efforts  to 
put  the  bank  on  its  proper  footing 
would  be  greatly  relaxed,  and 
things  would  every  hour  grow 
worfe,  till  the  poffibility  of  re¬ 
fixing  credit  on  its  former  bafis 
was  gone  for  ever.  It.  was  better, 
then,  to  connive  than  to  fandtion. 
If,  too,  the  bank  paper  were  to  be 
made  a  legal  tender,  as  there  feemed 
to  be  fome  idea  of  making  it,  that 
paper  would  fhare  the  fate  of  the 
French  aftignats.  It  would  be  de¬ 
preciated,  a  larger  quantity  would 
be  iffued,  and  ruin  would  clofe  the 
fcene.  Confidence  alone  induced 
men  to  take  paper,  and  no  expe¬ 
dient  would  be  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs  till  confidence  was  aeain  re- 
ftored,  and  currency  was  again 
given  to  the  old  faying  of  “  as 
good  as  the  bank.” 

After  having  made  fome  oh- 
fervations  on  the  manner  in  which 
the  committees  had  reported  upon 
the  affairs  of  the  bank,  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  proceeded  to  enforce  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  of  fetting  the  bank  at  eafe 
in  its  pecuniary  concerns,  by  re¬ 
paying  to  it  the  whole,  or  a  confi- 
derable  part,  of  thofe  fums  which 
it  had  advanced  to  the  government. 
He  did  not  doubt  that  it  would  be 
eafy  for  the  minifter  to  raife  the 
fum  which  was  wanted  for  that 
purpofe  ;  he  would  not  think  fo  ill 
of  the  country  as  to  believe  that, 
iu  fuch  a  cafe,  an  appeal  to  it  would 
be  refilled ;  and,  if  its  advances 
were  repaid  to  it,  the  bank  might 
continue  its  difcounts  fairly,  and 
with  its  own  fubftance.  As  mat¬ 
ters  now  flood,  it  did  not  feem 
right  and  proper  that,  at  the  very 

moment 
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moment  when  the  houfe  was  dif- 
cuffing  its  folvency,  the  bank  fhould 
give  an  increafed  accommodation 
by  difcount,  far  beyond  the  extent 
of  its  former  liberality.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving  a  refolution, 
“  that  it  is  highly  expedient,  as 
well  for  the  honour  of  his  majefty’s 
government,  as  for  the  re-eftab- 
lifhment  of  public  credit,  that  the 
fpeedieft  meafures  Ihould  be  taken 
for  the  payment  to  the  bank,  of 
the  faid  advances,  or  a  confiderable 
part  thereof/' 

Upon  this  refolution  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion  was  moved  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  After 
having  animadverted  on  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan’s  diflike  of  legalizing  the 
order  of  council,  and  defended  the 
conduct  of  the  fecret  committee, 
he  firfl  touched  upon  the  propo¬ 
rtion  for  limiting  the  iffues  of  the 
bank  within  the  fum  of  twelve 
millions  ;  a -proportion  of  which, 
though  he  did  not  enter  into  a  dif- 
cuflion  of  it,  he  manifeftly  difap- 
proved.  A  limitation,  which  was 
benefcial  at  the  commencement  of 
an  undertaking,  might  not,  he  faid, 
be  fo  under  different  circumftances. 
It  was  a  queft ion  whether,  after  the 
bank  had  fubrfted  during  a  cen¬ 
tury,  and,  by  a  judicious  diftri- 
bution  of  its  capital,  had  caufed 
fo  much  general  profperity,  and 
created  fo  much  new  capital,  any 
mercantile  principles  required  the 
obfervance  of  the  fame  caution 
that  had  been  falutary  at  the  be¬ 
ginning.  At  any  rate,  were  there 
not  other  fecurities,  befides  thofe 
of  the  government,  equally  good, 
or  at  leaft  more  available,  on 
which  the  bank  might  extend  its 
operations  ? 

The  plan  of  Mr.  Sheridan  he 
defcribed  as  a  plan  to  limit  the 


circulation  of  paper,  in  order  to 
call  forth  the  cafh  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  remedy  a  fcarcity  of 
cafh  by  creating  a  fcarcity  of  paper,, 
It  was,  he  owned,  a  point  of  great 
delicacy  to  determine  the  beft  mode 
of  again  bringing  into  circulation 
a  fufficiency  of  fpecie.  To  bring 
it  back  all  at  once  he  believed  to 
be  impoffible.  It  could  only  be 
done  by  gradual  fteps,  and  a  com¬ 
bination  of  means.  Still,  he  al¬ 
lowed  that  there  were  fome  great 
limiting  principles,  by  which  a 
paper  currency  ought  to  be  regu¬ 
lated  ;  the  two  chief  of  which  were 
ultimate  fecurity,  and  a  due  appor¬ 
tioning  of  the  quantity  iffued. 
Whenever  a  country  was  fur- 
charged  with  it,  undoubtedly  it 
became  a  ferious  evil.  But,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  there  was  no  re¬ 
dundance,  and,  therefore,  he  could 
not  confent  to  retrain  the  bank 
from  affifting  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom  by  an  enlargement  of  its 
difcounts.  He  admitted,  however, 
that  it  might  not  be  improper  to 
put  fome  limits  to  its  power  of 
making  advances  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  With  refpeft  to  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  the  debt  due  to  the  bank 
by  the  government,  he  contended 
that  it  would  not  be  produ&ive  of 
the  benefit  which  was  expe&ed. 
The  fcheme  was  quite  inadequate 
to  its  intended  purpofe.  The  bank 
owed  thirteen  millions,  and  were 
the  government  to  repay  five  mil¬ 
lion's  it  would  not  enable  that  cor¬ 
poration  to  liquidate  all  the  de¬ 
mands  which  might  poffibly  be 
made.  Befides,  the  money  could 
not  be  obtained  in  a  day,  and  con- 
fequently  could  not  relieve  prefent 
dittrefs,  and  enable  the  bank  to  re¬ 
fume  its  accuftomed  operations. 
He  was,  neverthelefs,  compelled  to 
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admit  that  the  meafure  might  have 
a  gradually  beneficial  tendency, 
and,  of  courfe,  to  a  certain  extent, 
might  be  proper;  but  he  thought 
that  it  would  come  under  confi- 
deration  much  more  naturally  when 
the  report  of  the  committee  had 
been  fubmitted  to  the  houfe.  At 
the  fame  time,  with  a  degree  of 
petulance  which  (hewed  that  he  was 
annoyed  by  the  mbtion,  he  declared 
it  to  be  a  pity  that,  indead  of 
coming  forward  with  propofitions 
which  tended  to  deprefs  the  public 
fpirit,  and  increafe  the  embarrafs- 
ments  that  unhappily  exifted,  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  think 
it  his  duty  to  encourage  the  people, 
and  to  call  forth  their  patriotifm 
and  zeal. 

The  concluding  remarks  of  the 
premier  called  forth  an  animated 
reply  from  Mr.  Fox.  Had  we  not, 
he  faid,  already  had  enough  of  that 
childifh  kind  of  deception  of  which 
the  minider  was  fo  fond,  and  to 
which  he  wifhed  Mr.  Sheridan  to 
lend  his  afiiftance  ?  Were  we  dill 
to  go  on  like  children,  and  fuppofe 
that,  becaufe  we  (hut  our  eyes, 
others  would  not  fee  ?  Had  not 
the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf 
been  forward  enough  in  what  he 
called  heartening  the  country  ? 
Had  we  been  brought  to  our  pre- 
fent  grievous  date  by  any  want  of 
fplendid  harangues  on  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  our  refources  ?  It  was  time 
that  the  people  fhould  no  longer  be 
lulled  into  a  falfe  and  fatal  fecurity, 
that  this  fydem  of  delufion  fhould 
be  abandoned,  and  that  we  fhould 
boldly  look  our  danger  in  the  face  ! 
At  a  moment  when  our  credit, 
which  was  our  chief  fupport,  was, 
to  fay  the  lead  of  it,  fhaken,  and 
when  it  was  found  to  be  necelfary 
to  introduce  a  compulfory  paper 


currency,  he  who  talked  of  hearten¬ 
ing  the  country  ought  to  be  held 
refponfible  for  all  the  future  evils 
which  might  befal  it. 

By  reftrifting  the  advances  of 
the  bank  to  the  government,  Mr. 
Fox  was  of  opinion  that  immediate 
relief  to  the  bank  would  be  pro¬ 
cured,  as  it  would  increafe  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  that 
body  ;  a  confidence  which  was  now 
fhaken  by  the  idea  that  the  di¬ 
rectors  were  too  compliant  with 
the  wifhes  of  the  minifters.  The 
repayment  of  even  five  millions 
would  alfo  operate  in  the  mod  be¬ 
neficial  manner.  It  would  prevent 
many  demands  from  being  made 
upon  the  bank  which  would  other- 
wife  be  made.  No  one  expe&ed 
that  the  bank  or  the  government 
could  pay  all  their  debts  in  fpecie. 
It  would  be  fufficient  to  enable  the 
bank  to  anfwer  all  the  probable 
demands  upon  it,  which  would  be 
confiderably  narrowed  by  the  effect 
of  the  afiociations,  and  by  other 
caufes.  But  this,  it  was  faid, 
might  be  a  matter  of  future  dif- 
cuffion.  That  it  might  be  of  ufe 
was  admitted :  why  not,  then,  give 
to  the  country  a  pledge  of  its  im¬ 
mediate  adoption  ?  Befides  it  would 
be  more  politic  to  do  it  by  a  refo- 
lution  of  the  houfe,  than  to  leave 
it  to  form  a  part  of  the  minider’s 
plan  of  finance.  The  inactivity 
and  mifplaced  confidence  of  the 
houfe  had  been  the  caufe  of  the 
(hock  which  credit  had  differed  ; 
and  he,  therefore,  wiflicd  to  fee  the 
houfe  have  the  merit  of  recover¬ 
ing  that  credit  by  its  vigilance  and 
activity. 

To  the  extenfion  of  the  paper 
currency,  as  being  pregnant  with 
danger,  Mr.  Fox  declared  himfelf 
to  be  adverfe.  It  would  inevita¬ 
bly 
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bly  lead  to  depreciation.  In  fad 
the  paper  was  depreciated  already, 
or  whence  the  run  upon  the  bank  ? 
Had  paper  been  of  equal  value  with 
cafh,  no  fuch  run  would  have  oc¬ 
curred.  That  to  lefien  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  paper  might  occafion  fome 
inconvenience  was  true,  but  we 
were  now  reduced  to  a  choice  of 
evils,  of  which,  in  his  judgment, 
a  redudion  of  paper  was  the  leaft. 
Looking  at  it  in  another  point  of 
view,  as  a  compulfory  paper  cur¬ 
rency,  he  remarked  that  the  longer 
fuch  a  currency  continued,  the 
greater  was  the  rilk  of  its  being 
depreciated.  I  call  it,  faid  he,  a 
compulfory  currency,  for,  though 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  make  it  compulfory  be¬ 
tween  individuals,  it  is  already 
made  compulfory  between  two  great 
individuals,  the  government  and 
the  bank.  Declining  to  give  any 
opinion  now  on  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  compulsion  to  pri¬ 
vate  individuals,  he  threw  out  a 
fuggeftion  that  they  might  perhaps 
venture  to  make  an  exception  of 
the  public  creditor,  and  to  pay 
him  in  cafh. 

“  I  cannot,”  faid  he,  <e  fit  down 
without  earneftly  entreating  every 
member,  coolly  and  deliberately, 
to  confider  the  queftion, — whether 
the  deficiency  of  cafh  at  prefen t 
exifting  ought  to  be  fupplied  with 
paper;  or,  rather,  whether  it  ought 
not  to  be  correded  by  diminifhing 
the  quantity  of  paper  in  circula¬ 
tion  ;  and  whether,  inftead  of  look¬ 
ing  to  an  extended  commerce  for 
the  reftoration  of  our  credit,  we 
ought  not  firft  to  reftore  our  credit 
that  we  may  be  afterwards  enabled 
to  extend  our  commerce  ?  If  there 
is  one  maxim  which  I  have  been 
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accuilomed  to  believe  as  more  cer¬ 
tain  than  another  in  the  philofophy 
of  politics,  it  is  this,  that  the  re- 
fources  of  a  commercial  country 
depend  upon  its  credit,  and  that  to 
look  for  commerce  after  credit  is 
extind,  is  to  look  for  an  effect 
without  a  caufe.” 

The  debate  was  clofed  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  who  gave  a  brief  anfwer 
to  the  objections  which  had  been 
ftarted.  The  idea  that  his  motion 
would  tend  to  injure  commerce,  by 
abridging  the  circulation  of  paper, 
he  treated  with  ridicule ;  contend¬ 
ing,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  in- 
terefts  of  commerce  would  be  bene¬ 
fited  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  motion. 
If  the  bank  were  to  be  repaid  the 
ten  millions  which  the  government 
was  indebted  to  them,  was  it  not 
obvious  that  they  would  be  able  to 
increafe  their  liberality  to  trade  ? 
But  the  meafure  was  faid  to  be  not 
fo  improper  as  ill-timed.  Indeed ! 
Was  not  the  moment  of  preflure 
from  public  calamity  the  time  for 
public  relief?  But  the  fad  was 
that  the  minifter  had  formed  a  re¬ 
gular  plan  to  eftablifh  a  forced 
paper  currency.  He  had  doomed 
the  country  to  all  the  horrors  of  a 
compulfory  paper  circulation,  and 
the  houfe  tamely  acquiefced  in  the 
deftrudion  of  all  that  ought  to  be 
held  facred.  Three  or  four  mil¬ 
lions  had  been  iffued  fince  the  flop- 
page  of  payment,  and\  how  far  it 
was  meant  to  pufh  this  fyflem,  it 
feemed  to  be  of  little  moment  to 
enquire. 

The  houfe  having  divided  on  the 
previous  queflion,  it  was  carried  by 
a  hundred  and  eighty-three  voices 
againft  forty-five  ;  the  motion  was 
confequently  loft. 
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Bill  to  continue  the  Order  in  Council  brought  in.  Qjiefions  put  by  Mr.  Fox • 
The  fecond  reading  oppofed  by  Mr.  Hobhoufe  and  others.  Mr.  Grey  alludes 
to  advances  recently  made  to  the  Emperor.  Reply  to  him.  The  Speaker 
leaving  the  chair  oppofed  by  Mr.  Nicholls.  The  Indemnity  to  the  Bank 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Fox  and  other  members .  The  government  charged  with 

exerctfing  an  undue  Influence  over  the  Bank.  The  Claufe  of  indemnity 
fupported  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  others.  Mr.  Pitt  denies  any  interference  in  the 
Affairs  of  the  Bank .  The  Oppoftion  fill  exprefs  their  doubts.  Mr.  Fox 

contends  that  Dividend  Warrants  fhould  be  paid  in  Specie.  Debate  on  the 
duration  of  the  Bill.  Speech  of  Sir  William  Pulteney.  He  hints  at  a  Plan 
capable  of  producing  great  benefit.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  Difpute  on  the 
extesifion  of  a  Paper  Circulation.  Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt .  Reply  of  Mr.  Fox . 
Debate  on  the  Claufe  to  iffue  Specie  for  paying  the  Army.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  charged  withfnifer  Intentions.  Angry  altercation  upon 
this  occafion.  Another  Debate  on  the  duration  of  the  Bill.  Pleafantry  of 
Mr.  Sheridan.  Mr.  Fox  moves  for  the  Bill  to  expire  on  the  firfi  of  May, 
infiead  of  the  twenty -fourth  of  June.  The  Motion  negatived.  Claufe 
inferted  as  to  how  far  Bank  Notes  fhould  operate  as  a  legal  Tender.  Claufe 
refraining  the  Advances  of  the  Bank  to  the  Government.  Mr.  Nicholls 
moves  a  Claufe  to  li?nit  the  Debts  of  the  Bank.  It  is  reje&ed.  Debate 
on  a  Claufe  allowing  the  Bank  to  repay  three-fourths  of  any  Cafh  which 
it  might  receive.  It  is  oppofed  by  Mr.  Fox,  defended  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
others,  and  adopted.  An  Addition  moved  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  negatived. 
Motion  of  Sir  William  Pulteney ,  to  obtain  the  Opinion  of  the  Bank  Direc¬ 
tors,  is  negatived .  Claufe  rejeded  relative  to  Diftrefs  for  Rent .  Claufe 
moved  by  Sir  William  Pulteney ,  is  rejeded.  A  Claufe  moved  by  Mr.  Fox 
is  inferted  with  an  Amendment.  Laft  debate  on  the  Duration  of  the  Bill. 
Attack  of  Sir  W illiam  Pulteney  on  the  Bank.  The  Bill  is  gaffed.  It  is  fent 
to  the  Peers ,  and  paffes  there  without  a  debate.  Motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan 
for  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  further  Grants  to  the  Em¬ 
peror.  His  fpeech.  Mr.  Pitt’s  reply.  The  Motion  is  negatived.  Reports 
of  the  Secret  Committees  prefented  to  the  two  Houfes.  They  are  made  the 
ground-work  of  an  Attack  upon  the  Minifiers.  A  feries  of  Ref  elutions  againfi 
the  Minifiers  moved  in  the  Lords  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  and  in  the  Com¬ 
mons  by  Mr.  Grey.  Summary  of  the  Refolutions.  Violent  Speech  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford.  He  attacks  the  Report  of  the  Committee.  Sharp  replies 
of  Lord  Grenville ,  and  others ,  to  his  language  refpeding  the  miniferial 
Lords,  and  the  Committee .  Speeches  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  and  Lord  Auckland.  The  previous  Quefion  is  carried  on  the  Refolu¬ 
tions.  Speech  of  Mr.  Grey.  Reply  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer . 
The  Refolutions  are  rejeded.  Sir  William  Pulteney  moves  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  efiablifh  a  new  Bank.  Excellent  Speech  from  him  upon 
this  fubjed.  Speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  The  Motion  is  negatived.  A  Bill 

brought 
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brought  in  to  extend  the  Period  of  the  RefriSion.  It  is  faffed  without 


HPHE  bill  to  confirm  and  conti- 
“S“  nue  the  meafures  taken  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  older  in  council,  and 
to  indemnify  the  bank  for  its  obe¬ 
dience  to  that  order,  was  brought 
in,  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  on  the  thirteenth  of  March. 
Its  progrefs  through  the  houfe  was 
flow,  it  being  frequently  inter¬ 
rupted  by  numerous  objections, 
which  were  fometimes  urged  with 
considerable  warmth  of  language. 
When  the  fecond  reading  was 
moved,  Mr.  Fox  remarked  that 
there  leemed  to  be  no  provifion  to 
oblige  the  government  to  receive 
notes  in  payment  of  the  taxes. 
He  wifhed  to  know,  alfo,  how  far 
the  meafure  was  intended  to  ope¬ 
rate  upon  the  intercourfe  between 
individuals.  That  it  Should  have 
no  fuch  operation  was  a  thing  ex¬ 
tremely  to  be  defired.  But  he  could 
not,  he  Said,  forbear  pointing  out 
to  the  houfe  the  painful  fituation 
in  which  every  individual  in  Eng¬ 
land  was  now  placed.  There  was 
fcarcely  a  man,  whatever  might 
be  his  affluence,  who  did  not  owe 
fomething ;  and,  as  matters  now 
flood,  every  man  who  could  not 
pay  his  debts  in  calh  was  liable  to 
be  arrefted  at  the  will  of  his  cre¬ 
ditor.  Upon  bankers  this  would 
bear  with  particular  weight*  Yet, 
bad  as  this  was,  the  only  remedy 
which  could  be  reforted  to  would 
be  more  deftruftive  than  the  evil 
to  which  it  was  applied.  He  like- 
wife  exprefled  a  hope  that  the  bill 
would  remain  in  action  only  for  a 
fhort  period ;  and  that,  while  the 
reftriCtion  continued  upon  cafh  pay¬ 
ments,  fome  limit  would  be  fet  to 
the  iSSuing  of  bank  paper. 


Mr.  Fox  did  not  oppofe  the 
fecond  reading ;  but  this  was  done, 
with  more  or  lefs  vehemence,  by 
fir  John  Sinclair,  Mr.  Hobhoufe, 
and  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards.  The 
firft  of  thefe  gentlemen  was  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  be 
hurried  on,  as  the  bank  directors 
and  proprietors  had  not  yet  con¬ 
futed  on  it;  and  he  declared  that, 
till  the  houfe  was  in  poffeffion  of 
the  reafons  which  had  influenced 
the  conduct  of  the  directors,  he 
fhould  refill  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  indemnified  the  bank.  On 
the  latter  point  his  fentiments  were 
echoed  by  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards, 
By  Mr,  Hobhoufe  the  whole  mea¬ 
fure  was  objeded  to,  as  an  aCt  of 
depredation  on  the  public  creditor, 
which  ought  to  be  ftrenuoufly  con¬ 
tended  againfl  at  the  outfet,  left, 
encouraged  by  fuccefs,  the  plun¬ 
derer  fhould  proceed  with  his  fyf- 
tem  of  pillage.  It  was,  he  faid, 
his  belief,  that  the  bank  would 
never  recover  that  credit  which  it 
once  enjoyed.  Whenever  it  re¬ 
opened,  however  diftant  the  time 
might  be,  people  would  rufh  to 
exchange  their  notes  for  fpecie,  re., 
folved  never  more  to  be  the  victims 
of  that  delufion  by  which  they  had 
fo  fhamefully  been  cheated. 

To  the  fecond  reading  Mr.  Grey 
gave  his  affen£»  As  being  clofely 
connected  with  the  bill,  he,  how¬ 
ever,  touched  upon  thefubjeCt  of  a 
fum  of  money,  to  the  amount  of 
1 2o,oool.  which,  only  fix  days 
before,  had,  he  faid,  been  iffued  in 
exchequer  bills,  to  be  paid  in  fpecie 
by  the  bank,  to  the  agents  of  his 
imperial  majefty.  /In  this  he  was 
joined  by  Mr,  Tierney.  Surely 
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at  fuch  a  time  as  this,  fa  id  they, 
the  houfe  would  impofe  fome  re- 
ftridions  upon  the  minifters,  who, 
in  proportion  as  the  public  affairs 
became  more  defperate,  feemed  to 
ad  with  more  defperation.  It  was 
alfo,  they  remarked,  a  fingular  cir- 
cumftance,  that  thefe  exchequer 
bills,  at  the  moment  of  their  being 
iffued,  were  fold  at  a  difcount  of 
three  and  a  haif  per  cent,  by  the 
emperor’s  agent.  Some  explana¬ 
tion  ought  to  be  given,  why  the 
bills  were  thus  depreciated,  and 
whether  the  lofs  was  to  fall  upon 
this  country,  or  upon  his  im¬ 
perial  majefty. 

To  the  queftion  refpeding  the 
difcount  upon  the  bills  no  anfwer 
was  given.  To  the  comments  on 
the  continuance  of  the  remittances 
it  was  anfwered,  that  they  were  a 
part  of  fums  formerly  voted  by 
the  houfe,  and  that  it  was  not  to 
be  fuppofed  that  the  parliament 
would  refcind  or  contradid  its  own 
grants.  They  were  intended  to 
take  up  bills  drawn  abroad,  and 
regularly  accepted  here ;  and  no¬ 
thing  fhort  of  a  phyfical  impofti- 
bility  to  pay  could  juftify  the  re- 
fufal  of  payment.  But  it  was  not 
true,  either  in  argument  or  in  fad, 
that  the  emperor  could  not  be  af- 
fifted  any  other  way  than  in  cafh. 
There  were  other  means  of  making 
remittances,  without  any  cafh  what¬ 
ever  ;  and  one  proof  of  it  was,  that 
thefe  very  bills  were  not  to  be 
paid  in  cafh. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
feems  to  have  been  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  liftening  to  the 
fuggeftion  of  fir  John  Sinclair ; 
for  the  committee  on  the  bill  was 
poftponed  two  days,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  a  meeting  of  the 
bankers  and  others. 


When,  on  the  twenty-fecond  of 
March,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
read,  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee,  the  motion  for 
the  fpeaker  leaving  the  chair  was 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Nicholls.  Had 
the  bill,  he  faid,  had  no  other  ob- 
jed  than  to  proted  the  bank  againft: 
thofe  debts  which  it  had  contraded 
previoufly  to  the  twenty-fifth  of 
February,  he  would  have  acquiefced 
in  it.  But  the  cafe  was  widely 
different.  As  the  bill  now  flood, 
there  was  no  limitation  of  the  bank 
iffues,  which  might  be  poured  forth 
to  any  extent ;  no  limitation  to  the 
fums  which  the  minifters  might  fe- 
cretly  and  ruinoufly  obtain,  when 
aided  by  the  bank  diredors.  Thus 
every  check  was  removed  in  two 
quarters.  He  could  not  confent 
to  fubftitute  permanently  a  paper 
in  the  room  of  a  metallic  currency, 
and  to  convert  the  bank  into  a 
manufadory  of  aftignats,  leaving 
thofe  aftignats  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  minifter.  The  refult  of  all 
this  would  be,  as  in  France,  that 
the  paper  would  be  depreciated, 
commodities  purchafed  with  it 
would  rife  in  price,  double  expenfes 
would  be  incurred  by  the  nation, 
an  enormous  debt  would  be  con- 
traded,  and,  in  the  end,  the  new 
and  old  debt  would  be  deftroyed 
together,  and  the  public  creditors 
would  be  plunged  into  irretrieva¬ 
ble  ruin. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  alleged 
that  thefe  arguments,  even  fuppof. 
ing  them  to  be  valid,  were  no  ar¬ 
guments  againft  going  into  a  com¬ 
mittee,  fince  it  was  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  itfelf  that  the  difcuflion  of 
them  belonged.  The  fpeaker  then 
left  the  chair,  and  the  bill  was  read 
paragraph  by  paragraph. 

On  the  full  paragraph,  that 

which 
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which  granted  an  indemnity  to 
the  bank,  a  long  debate  arofe.  It 
was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  Mr.  Pollen,  Mr.  Ballard, 
lord  George  Cavendifh,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread,  and  Mr.  Sheridan.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  all  that  had  before  been 
urged  refpe&ing  the  fatal  effeCt  of 
the  Itoppage,  all  which  was  once 
more  arrayed  againft  the  ininifter, 
they  contended,  with  reference  to 
the  claufe  of  indemnity,  that  there 
was  no  ground  laid  to  jollify  them 
in  giving  their  alfent  to  it.  The 
former  committee  had,  they  faid, 
only  reported  that  the  order  of 
council  having,  in  the  firlt  inftance, 
been  obeyed,  it  was  now  prudent 
to  continue  and  confirm  it.  But 
the  committee  which  was  directed 
to  enquire  into  the  neceflity  for 
ifluing  that  order,  and  confequently 
for  the  obedience  which  had  been 
yielded  by  the  bank,  had  not  yet 
given  in  its  report.  Till  that  re¬ 
port  was  before  the  houfe,  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  indemnify  the  bank 
for  an  aCt  which  might,  perhaps, 
eventually  turn  out  to  be  a  criminal 
one  ;  and  which,  on  the  face  of  it, 
was  undoubtedly  fo.  In  faCt  there 
was  but  too  much  caufe  for  looking 
on  the  conduct  of  the  bank  with  a 
jealous  eye ;  that  body  having  evi¬ 
dently  been  too  fubfervient  to  the 
will  of  the  miniller.  Befides  this, 
there  was,  they  affirmed,  another 
found  reafon  for  rejecting  this  claufe. 
If  what  the  minillers  faid  were  true, 
the  claufe  was  ufelefs;  the  bank 
being  already  Efficiently  protected 
by  the  aflociations  in  its  favour. 

As  a  linking  proof  of  the  cen- 
furable  influence  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  exercifed  over  the  bank,  it 
was  affierted  that  when  the  bankers 
recently  wifhed  to  obtain  an  iffue 
of  fifty  thoufand  guineas,  they  did 


not  apply  to  the  bank,  but  to  tha 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  and 
through  his  intervention  the  iffue 
was  made.  It  was  alfo  declared 
that  he  had  been  applied  to,  in  the 
fame  manner,  relative  to  an  exten- 
fion  of  the  bank  difcounts,  and 
that,  through  his  interference  alone, 
the  difcounts  were  enlarged.  Could 
any  man  believe,  faid  Mr,  Fox, 
that  it  was  poffible  for  public  cre¬ 
dit  to  Hand  againft  fuch  tranfac- 
tions  ?  If  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  as  would  perhaps  be 
pleaded,  gave  his  advice  only  as 
an  individual,  I  cannot,  faid  the 
orator,  help  thinking,  after  all  that 
has  happened,  that  the  bank  has 
been  unwife  in  its  choice  of  a  coun- 
fellor  ;  but  if  he  advifed  as  a  mi  . 
nifter,  what  muft  Europe  think  of 
the  credit  of  a  country  where  the 
king  can  order  the  bank  to  accom¬ 
modate  particular  perfons  ? 

The  claufe  was  Supported  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr. 
Elford,  the  attorney  and  folicitor 
general,  Mr.  Dundas,  and  other 
members.  They  contended  that 
the  circumftance  of  the  report  of 
the  feleft  committee  not  having 
been  delivered,  ought  not  to  pre¬ 
clude  the  adoption  of  this  claufe. 
The  fimple  queftion  to  be  decided 
was,  whether  the  bank,  having 
attea  in  conformity  with  the  orders 
of  the  government,  and  with  the 
fubfequent  opinion  of  a  committee 
of  that  houfe,  ought  not,  in  equity, 
to  be  fecured  from  the  penalty 
which  legally  attached  to  its  obe¬ 
dience.  It  was  another  queftion 
whether  the  minifters  were  to 
blame,  and  with  that  the  claufe 
had  no  connection  whatever.  Thofe 
who  voted  for  the  claufe  would 
ftill  have  their  judgment  free  to 
decide  upon  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 
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mittee.  They  might  cenfure  the 
minifters,  if  they  thought  there 
were  grounds  for  fo  doing,  but,  as 
far  as  regarded  the  bank,  the  houfe 
was,  in  fome  degree,  pledged  to 
preferve  it  unharmed  from  the  con- 
fequences  of  its  having  aCted  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  order  of  council. 

That,  further  than  to  give  his 
opinion  as  an  individual,  he  had  at 
all  interfered  with  refpeCt  to  the 
increafe  of  difcounts,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  denied  in  the  moft 
pofitive  manner.  It  was  true  that 
the  difcounts  had  been  liberally  in- 
creafed,  and  that  he  had  expreffed 
himfelf  ftrongly  in  favour  of  tins 
meafure,  as  being  calculated  to  di- 
miniili  difficulties,  affift  commerce, 
relieve  public  credit,  and  facilitate 
the  re-opening  of  the  bank ;  but 
this  was  the  head  and  front  of  his 
offending ;  the  bank  had  afted  un- 
fhackled,  and  at  its  own  difcretion. 
To  his  veracity  on  this  point,  Mr. 
S.  Thornton,  Mr.  Manning,  and 
Mr.  Lulhington  bore  witnefs ;  all 
of  them  confidering  it  as  a  fort  of 
infult  that  the  bank  Ihould  be  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  under  the  flighteft  de¬ 
gree  of  minifterial  controul.  With 
refpeCl  to  the  iffue  of  guineas  it 
was,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  faid,  equally  true  that  it  had 
taken  place.  But  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  brought  about  had 
been  erroneoufly  defcribed.  Bound 
down,  by  the  order  of  council,  from 
paying  away  its  fpecie,  the  bank 
had  conceived  it  to  be  a  duty  to 
apply  to  the  council,  for  authority 
to  iffue  the  fum  which  the  bankers 
wanted,  and  that  authority  was 
given.  With  the  diftribution  of 
the  money  he  had  had  nothing  to 
do ;  that  having  been  wholly  ar¬ 
ranged  by  a  committee  chofen  from 
among  the  bankers  themfelves. 


Though  this  ftatement  was  con. 
feffed  to  be  fomewhat  more  fatif- 
fadtory  than  had  been  expe&ed,  it 
was  remarked  that  there  was  much 
caufe  to  regret  that  the  merchants 
and  bankers  had  contracted  a  habit 
of  looking  up  to  the  minifter  on 
fuch  occaftons.  As,  however,  the 
bank  had,  in  this  inftance,  confi- 
dered  the  minifter  in  no  other  light 
than  that  of  a  mere  individual,  it 
were  to  be  wifhed  that  they  wouid 
continue  to  do  fo.  But,  perhaps, 
there  was  more  reafon  to  fear  that 
this  would  not  be  the  cafe ;  that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  advice  of  a 
minifter  would  ftilk  be  a  fort  of 
command  ;  that,  whenever  he  gave 
counfel,  his  wifdom  would  be  lefs 
regarded  than  his  power ;  and  that, 
as  he  had  {hewn  his  power  by 
taking  away  all  the  cafn  of  the 
bank,  it  would  be  thought  an  adt 
of  imprudence  to  diffent  from  his 
opinion.  Whether  an  extenfton  of 
difcounts  would  be  beneficial,  de¬ 
pended,  it  was  faid,  upon  circum- 
ftances  to  which  fome  perfons  did 
not  appear  to  pay  a  proper  atten¬ 
tion.  If  the  government  paid  the 
bank  what  it  owed,  and  if  the  fa¬ 
tal  conne&ion  between  them  were 
broken  off,  then,  indeed,  commerce 
might  advantageoufly  receive  all 
the  fuccour  of  which  it  flood  in 
need.  But  if  the  old  fyftem  were 
to  be  perfevered  in,  and  the  bank 
were  to  iffue  paper  with  no  other 
limit  than  the  demand  for  it,  abfo- 
lute  infolvency  muff,  fooner  or 
later,  be  the  certain  and  terrible 
reful t. 

A  hint  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  dropped,  as  to  the  po¬ 
licy  of  extending  to  individuals 
the  fame  proteClion  which  was 
given  to  the  bank,  feems  to  have 
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tailed  forth  fome  observations  from 
fir  Francis  Baring.  He  complained 
that  individuals  were  expofed  to 
hardfhips  from  which  the  bank  was 
exempted;  and  he  alfo  exprefled 
his  fears  that  bank  paper  might 
be  depreciated,  in  confequence  of 
foreign  merchants  drawing  upon 
this  country  bills  which  were  pay- 
able  only  in  gold  and  filver.  A 
fimilar  effed  had,  he  Hated,  been 
produced  in  Spain,  atad  it  was  an 
objed  of  the  firft  importance  to 
guard  againft  it  here. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put,  the  claufe  was  carried,  with¬ 
out  a  divifion. 

#  When  the  fecond  claufe,  forbid¬ 
ding  the  bank  to  iffue  cafli,  came 
under  difcuffion,  Mr.  Fox  declared 
that  he  would  move  for  an  excep¬ 
tion  with  refped  to  dividend  war¬ 
rants,  and  alfo  that  the  bank  fhould 
be  prohibited  from  making  any  ad¬ 
vances  to  government  by  which, 
during  the  continuance  of  this  ad, 
the  exilling  debt  fhould  be  in- 
creafed.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  replied  that  he  fhould 
objed  to  the  introducing  of  any 
fuch  claufe  of  exception.  The  only 
precife  ftipulation  with  the  public 
creditor  was,  that  the  public  di¬ 
vidends  fhould  be  paid  at  the  bank. 
rihe  dividends  were  ufually  paid  in 
bank  notes;  and,  befides,  if  the 
prefent  temporary  erabarraffment 
compelled  a  fufpenfion  of  cafli  pay¬ 
ments,  it  was  not  reafonable  that 
the  receivers  of  dividends  fhould 
be  the  only  perfons  who  were  not 
to  bear  a  part  in  the  general  in¬ 
convenience. 

d  his  dodrine  was  confidered  by 
Mr.  Fox  to  be  of  a  very  alarming 
kind  ;  and  the  meafure  of  paying 
the  public  creditor  in  bank  notes, 
which  were  not  convertible  into 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


eafh,  he  thought  deferved  the  name 
of  a  fraud.  This,  he  faid,  was  the 
fulfilment  of  the  event  predided 
by  Hume.  When  the  government 
lays  its  hands  on  the  fuitis  provided 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  cre¬ 
ditor,  the  government,  not  the 
bank,  is  the  debtor;  and  the  re- 
fufal  of  payment  is  the  ad,  not  of 
the  bank,  but  of  the  government. 
Sir  William  Pulteney,  too,  con¬ 
curred  in  the  opinion  that,  ftridly 
fpeaking,  the  refufal  to  pay  in  gold 
and  filver  was  a  fraud,.  gold°and 
filver  having  been  bargained  for 
by  the  public  creditor;  but  even 
fraud  itfelf  muff  be  fubmitted  to, 
when  there  was  an  abfolute  impof. 
Ability  for  the  Hate  to  avoid  it. 
Mr.  Fox  did  not  perfiH  in  preffing 
his  amendment. 

The  next  fubjed  of  debate  was 
the  time  which  fhould  be  fixed  for 
the  duration  of  the  law.  It  was 
obferved,  by  fir  William  Pulteney, 
that,  as  the  bill  was  now  worded, 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  bank 
was  ever  to  return  to  payments  in 
fpecie.  All  that  alluded  to  this 
fubjed  was  a  claufe,  which  gave 
power  to  the  parliament  to  alter 
or  amend  the  flatute  during  the 
prefent  fefiion.  This  was  far  too 
indefinite  to  fatisfy  the  holders  of 
bank  paper.  In  his  judgment  a 
very  early  term  ought  to  bechofen 
to  terminate  the  fufpenfion  of  cafh 
payments,  after  which,  if  the  bank 
could  not  go  on,  it  fhould  bring  its 
dealings  to  a  clofe.  But  even  a 
difiant  definite  period  would  be 
better  than  a  period  which  was 
not  defined.  If  by  the  mode  in 
which  he  was  now  proceeding,  the 
minifler  thought  that  he  could  long 
fupport  the  credit  of  any  paper, 
he  grofidy  deceived  himfelf.  Paper 
that  could  not  at  any  moment  be 
\  L )  con* 


162]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


converted  into  fpecie  would  foon 
depreciate.  It  was  not  merely  at 
home  that  we  ought  to  look  for 
the  effed  of  the  meafure.  We 
fhould  alfo  call  our  eyes  abroad. 
We  fhould  examine  what  would  be 
the  effed  on  the  price  of  foreign 
articles.  Did  any  man  in  his 
fenfes  believe  that,  if  the  ftoppage 
of  payments  in  fpecie  were  perfifted 
in  for  a  continuance,  the  price  of 
thofe  articles  would  not  be  raifed 
by  the  merchant  ?  And  would  not 
this  be  an  evil  of  ferious  magni¬ 
tude  ? 

Conned!  ed  with  his  hint  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  bank,  fir  William  Pul- 
teney  more  than  once  threw  out 
another,  that  he  was  in  poffeffion 
of  a  plan  which,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
month,  a  little  month,  would  in¬ 
fallibly  remove  all  the  difficulties 
which  were  now  experienced.  Sir 
John  Sinclair  gave  his  teftimony 
to  the  truth  of  this  affertion.  The 
two  members,  however,  though  at¬ 
tacked  with  fome  farcaftic  remarks, 
declined  for  the  prefent  to  explain 
the  fcheme.  What  it  was  the  read¬ 
er  will  foon  be  told. 

Mr.  Fox  concurred  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  period  of  the  reftric- 
tion  ought  to  be  limited,  and  that 
to  a  fhort  date.  What  limits  it 
was  meant  to  affign  did  not  yet 
appear  ;  but  the  further  they  were 
extended  the  greater  would  our 
difficulties  be  ;  and  fanguine  indeed 
that  man  muft  be,  who  thought 
that  the  credit  of  the  country 
would  not  be  ruined  if  the  bill 
continued  for  fix  or  eight  months. 
There  were  fome  perfons,  he  faid, 
who  confeffed  that  this  evil  could 
not  be  removed  during  the  war. 
He  agreed  with  them ;  but  he 
doubted  whether  it  could  be  re¬ 
moved  even  in  peace,  unlefs  that 


defirable  event  fhould  take  place 
very  foon.  Every  hour  that  it 
was  delayed  diminifhed  our  chance 
of  being  delivered  from  the  cala¬ 
mity.  We  were  now  on  the  brink 
of  a  dreadful  precipice,  and  one 
falfe  ftep  might  plunge  the  country 
into  a  gulph  whence  it  never  more 
would  rife. 

By  the  attorney  general  it  was 
contended  that  the  parliament 
could  not,  at  this  moment,  pru¬ 
dently  fix  the  duration  of  the  re- 
ftridion,  and  that  it  was  fufficien4- 
for  it  to  referve  to  itfelf  the  pow.  r 
of  altering  the  bill  in  the  courfe 
of  the  feffion.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  however,  though 
not  without  evident  doubt  and  he- 
fitation,  named  the  24th  of  June, 
as  the  day  on  which  it  then  feemed 
to  him  the  bill  ought  to  expire. 

Much  of  the  debate  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  a  difpute  refpeding  the 
propriety  of  extending  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  paper.  It  was  maintain¬ 
ed,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that,  if  the  ideas 
of  his  opponents  were  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  it  would  tend  to  increafe  our 
embarraffments,  by  {till  further 
leffening  the  quantity  of  our  cir¬ 
culating  medium.  To  him  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  to  give  fupport  and 
vigour  to  our  manufactures  and  com  - 
merce  offered  the  belt  chance  of 
bringing  fpecie  and  bullion  to  the 
bank  ;  and  that  the  moft  effedual 
way  of  producing  this  effential  be¬ 
nefit  was  by  a  prudent  iffue  of 
bank  notes.  The  quantity  could, 
he  thought,  be  eafily  reduced  at  a 
future  period. 

It  was  replied,  by  Mr.  Fox, 
that  no  dodrine  could  be  more  er¬ 
roneous  than  this.  The  error  lay 
in  confidering  paper  as  a  real  cir¬ 
culating  medium.  In  fad,  paper 
was  no  fitch  thing.  The  precious 
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metals  were  the  circulating  me¬ 
dium,  and  paper  was  nothing  more 
than  the  fign  of  them.  It  was 
abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  paper  could 
with  impunity  be  poured  forth  at 
will,  when  no  equivalent  for  it 
exifted  in  fpecie.  Paper  muft  al¬ 
ways  be  fecondary  to  the  precious 
metals,  and  its  exiftence  muft  de¬ 
pend  upon  credit ;  that  credit 
Springing  from  the  idea  that  the 
paper  did  not  exceed  in  amount 
the  fund  of  fpecie  which  it  repre¬ 
fen  ted.  It  could  be  fubftituted  for 
gold  and  filver  only  by  convention 
or  by  force.  If  by  convention, 
the  fubftitution  was  null,  becaufe 
the  reft  of  the  world  were  not  par¬ 
ties  to  it ;  if  by  force,  thofe  who 
ufed  force  muft  fubmit  to  the  fatal 
confequences  which  had  been  felt 
by  every  country  that  had  reforted 
to  the  defperate  trial  of  a  forced 
paper  money.  “  To  affirm  that 
paper  differs  in  its  nature  from 
every  thing  elfe,  and  that  it  is 
valuable  in  proportion  as  it  is 
plentiful  and  not  as  it  is  rare  ;  and 
that  the  abundance  of  it  will  in¬ 
cline  people  not  to  hoard  their 
guineas,  but  to  carry  them  to  the 
bank;  are  propofitions  fo  incon- 
fiftent  with  found  reafoning,  that 
I  am  aftiamed,”  faid  Mr.  Fox, 
(t  to  be  compelled  to  refute  them, 
and  to  lay  down  principles  which 
are  fo  merely  elementary  that  they 
are  as  clear  as  any  of  the  limpleft 
propofitions  of  mathematical  fci- 
ence.” 

When,  after  an  adjournment  of 
three  days,  the  committee  refum¬ 
ed  its  fittings,  an  angry  debate 
took  place  on  a  claufe  which  was 
propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  to  autho¬ 
rize  the  iflue  of  fpecie  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  paying  the  army.  It  was 
noticed  by  Mr.  Fox  with  difap- 


probation,  as  giving  the  military 
an  unfair  preference  to  the  public 
creditor;  and  it  was  more  warmly 
attacked  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  who 
intimated  that  the  minifter  thought 
it  proper  to  fatisfy  men  who  had 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  perhaps 
meant  to  employ  thofe  men  in 
arms  to  filence  the  murmurs  of 
thofe  who  were  unarmed. 

This  charge  feems  to  have  roufed 
the  minifter  into  momentary  anger, 
and  accordingly,  with  the  ufual 
infelicity  of  angry  men,  he  replied 
in  a  manner  which  laid  him  more 
open  to  the  fhafts  of  his  enemies. 
Having,  not  without  reafon,  com¬ 
plained  that  fiich  accufations  were 
highly  injurious  as  well  as  un¬ 
founded,  he  alked  whether  the 
public  creditor,  the  country,  the 
conftitution,  would  be  fafer,  whe¬ 
ther  Mr.  Whitbread  himfelf,  and 
thofe  who  fat  round  him,  would 
be  fafer,  if  we  had  an  army  with¬ 
out  pay,  inftead  of  an  army  which 
was  regularly  paid  ?  The  claufe 
was  grounded  upon  public  ne- 
ceffity,  and  had  for  its  objeCt 
the  public  fafety.  He  infinuated, 
too,  that  thofe  who  raifed  fuch 
objections  could  not  be  the  friends 
of  peace  and  order. 

This,  which  was  in  truth  a  con- 
feffion  that  the  army  was,  or  at 
leaft  might  become,  a  dangerous 
body  to  the  ftate,  was  commented 
on  by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Whitbread, 
and  Mr.  Sheridan,  as  being  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  moft  alarming  and 
unconftitutional  kind.  The  law 
faid  that  the  public  creditor  muft 
be  paid,  even  before  an  army  could 
be  raifed ;  but  it  now  appeared 
that  the  army  was  to  take  prece¬ 
dence  of  the  public  creditor.  At 
this  rate,  any  part  of.  the  pub¬ 
lic  funds  might  hereafter  be  appro- 
[  L  2  ]  priated 
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priated  to  the  payment  of  the 
army,  for  it  mull  lead  to  this  if 
the  neceflity  fhould  arife.  With 
fuch  a  mode  of  reafoning  as  theirs, 
and  fituated  as  the  country  was  in 
confequence  of  their  mifcondud 
and  extravagance,  Mr.  Fox  de¬ 
clared  that  he  was  bv  no  means 

* 

eafy  to  fee  the  minifters  poffefs 
fuch  a  dreadful  engine  of  power  as 
an  army  thus  paid,  in  cafe  their 
own  perfonal  fears  fhould  induce 
them  to  call  it  out  to  refill  inter¬ 
nal  commotions.  Mr.  Sheridan, 
however,  thought  that  it  would  be 
a  libel  upon  the  military,  to  fuppofe 
that  they  would  lend  their  aid  to 
the  plans  of  the  miniller ;  and  he 
farcallically  remarked  that  he 
knew  of  but  one  man  in  the  houfe 
who  would  not  be  perfectly  fafe 
without  military  protedion. 

After  a  brief  reply  from  Mr. 
Pitt,  who,  in  a  more  temperate 
tone,  difclaimed  any  linilter  de- 
lign,  the  claufe  was  agreed  to, 
without  a  divilion. 

Another  debate  took*  place  on 
the  claufe  limiting  the  duration  of 
the  bill.  Declaring  himfelf  to  be 
quite  at  a  lofs  what  time  to  pro- 
pofe,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  at  laft  mentioned  the  24th  of 
June,  as  being  the  earliell  day  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  adopt.  This 
diftant  date  was,  however,  ftrenu- 
oully  oppofed.  It  was  faid  that 
the  longer  the  reftridion  was  con¬ 
tinued  the  worfe  the  fituation  of 
the  bank  would  be,  and  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  extended  beyond 
a  month.  Much  pleafantry  was, 
on  this  fubjed,  displayed  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  who  typified  the  bank 
as  an  old  lady  in  the  city,  of  long 
Handing  and  great  credit,  who  had 
unfortunately  fallen  into  bad  com¬ 
pany  from  the  weft  end  of  the 


town,  and  made  a  flip,  which, 
confidering  the  biandifhments  and 
arts  of  her  feducer,  was  not  alto¬ 
gether  inexcufable.  There  was, 
he  faid,  ftill  a  hope  that,  by 
breaking  off  the  connedion  imme¬ 
diately  and  for  ever,  the  old  gen¬ 
tlewoman  might  recover  her  repu¬ 
tation.  To  haften  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  this  defirable  event,  Mr.  Fox 
moved  that  the  ift  of  May  ftiould 
be  inferted  in  the  bill,  inftead  of 
the  24th  of  June.  This  amend¬ 
ment  was  ftrongly  fupported,  by 
feveral  members,  but  was,  at 
length,  rejeded,  by  218  noes 
againft  88  ayes.  In  this  debate 
fir  William  Pulteney  was  a  fre¬ 
quent  fpeaker,  and  he  more  than 
once  took  occafion  to  defcant  on 
the  many  and  certain  advantages 
that  would  refult  from  the  plan 
which  he  had  formed. 

On  the  following  day,  the  re¬ 
port  being  brought  up,  and  the 
amendments  read,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  moved  a  claufe, 
which  was  adopted,  enjoining  col- 
ledors  of  the  revenue  to  receive 
bank  notes  in  payment,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  reftridion. 

The  next  claufe  was  one  of  im¬ 
portance,  and  it  excited  much  dif- 
cuffion,  which,  however,  was  calm¬ 
ly  carried  on.  Defirous  to  avoid 
making  bank  notes  a  pofitive  legal 
tender,  and  yet  to  prevent  indivi¬ 
duals  from  being  fubjeded,  as  they 
otherwife  might  be,  to  ferious  in¬ 
convenience,  Mr.  Pitt,  as  the  bell 
medium  between  the  two  extremes, 
propofed  that  if  any  man  offered  a 
bank  note  in  payment  of  a  de¬ 
mand,  that  offer  fhould  do  away 
the  effed  of  a  perfonal  arreft  in 
the  firft  inftance,  leaving  the  other 
part  of  the  procefs  of  law  to  go 
on  in  its  ordinary  courfe.  The 
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bank  note  would  thus  ftand  as  a 
fecurity  to  the  creditor,  and  would 
fave  the  debtor  from  the  difgrace 
and  expence  of  arreft,  and  the 
trouble  of  procuring  bail.  This 
claufe  the  bankers,  he  faid,  confi- 
dered  to  be  quite  fufficient  to  fhield 
them  from  thofe  difagreeable  con- 
fequences  to  which,  without  the 
prote&ion  that  it  afforded,  they 
might  perhaps  be  expofed. 

No  one  objected  to  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  claufe,  though  there 
were  various  opinions  as  to  its  ex¬ 
tent  and  efficacy,  and  it  was  con- 
fequendy  received  without  a  divi- 
fion.  Some  furprife  was  expreffed 
that  the  bankers,  liable  as  they 
ftill  were  to  haraffing  fuits  at 
law,  were  fo  eafily  fatisfied.  Mr. 
Dent  was  the  only  member  who 
expreffed  a  wifh  that  bank  notes 
fhould  be  made  a  legal  tender. 
Mr.  Huffey,  in  common  with 
others,  was  decidedly  hoftile  to 
this,  and  fuggefted  a  plan  for  ren¬ 
dering  available,  in  circulation, 
the  whole  mafs  of  the  funded  pro¬ 
perty. 

Mr.  Fox  having  moved  a  claufe, 
forbidding  the  bank,  while  the  re- 
flridion  was  in  force,  from  iffuing 
caffi  by  way  of  loan  to  the  go¬ 
vernment,  for  any  foreign  power, 
Mr.  Pitt  gave  his  affent  to  the 
principle,  but  thought  that  it  re¬ 
quired  fome  qualification.  Very 
ferious  mifchief  might,  he  faid,  en- 
fue,  from  the  government  being 
fuddenly  deprived  of  this  fource 
of  raifing  money  upon  exchequer 
bills.  He,  therefore,  propofed  to 
introduce  an  exception,  conferring 
the  power  of  iffuing  money  to  the 
amount  of  6oo,oqoL,  but  that 
only  on  the  credit  of  exchequer 
bills  already  authorized  by  a  vote 
of  the  parliament.  The  claufe 
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was  admitted,  with  the  addition 
of  this  exception. 

A  claufe  of  no  fmall  import¬ 
ance  was  then  propofed  by  Mr. 
Nicholls.  It  was  to  limit  the 
amount  of  the  debts  which  the 
bank  might  be  allowed  to  contract 
during  the  continuance  of  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  bill.  What  fhould  be  the 
fum  he  was  willing,  provided  that 
it  were  not  unreafonably  large,  to 
leave  to  the  fuggeftion  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  Previ- 
oufly  to  the  failure  of  the  bank 
there  was,  he  faid,  a  natural  limi¬ 
tation  of  the  iffue  of  bank  paper, 
becaufe,  if  more  was  iffued  than 
was  wanted,  the  redundant  por¬ 
tion  would  fpeedily  be  fent  back 
for  cafh.  That  natural  check  was 
now  removed;  and,  therefore,  a 
legal  one  muff  be  fubftituted ; 
otherwife  the  bank  was  converted 
into  a  mint,  which  might  coin 
bills  without  bounds,  and  without 
the  poffibility  of  reftraint.  It  had 
been  urged,  that  the  bank  would 
make  a  moderate  ufe  of  its  unli¬ 
mited  power,  but  this  was  not  a 
fecurity  on  which  it  was  prudent  to 
rely.  The  French  government 
was  at  firft  moderate  in  its  iffues 
of  affignats ;  neceffity,  however, 
foon  compelled  it  to  be  profufe. 
The  houfe  would  in  vain  declare 
that  at  fuch  a  period  the  bill 
fhould  expire ;  it  would  be  impo¬ 
tent  to  enforce  its  own  enactments. 
When  the  bill  was  once  palled,  it 
mult  continue  till  the  bank  could 
pay  its  creditors  in  cafh  •  and  to 
enable  it  thus  to  pay  its  creditors, 
it  was  in  the  higheft  degree  necef- 
fary  to  prevent  it  from  encreafing 
the  amount  of  its  debts. 

Mr.  Pitt  having  intimated  that 
further  advances  to  government 
were  laid  under  reftriftions,  Mr. 
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Nicholls  replied  that  Open  and  di¬ 
rect  loans  were  certainly  prohi¬ 
bited,  but  that  it  was  ftill  poffible 
for  the  minifter  to  obtain  money 
from  the  bank  covertly  and  indi¬ 
rectly.  The  minifter  might  open 
a  loan,  and  his  friends  might  fill 
it,  relying  that,  through  his  in¬ 
tervention,  they  Ihould  obtain  mo¬ 
ney  from  the  bank,  either  on  the 
difcount  of  bills,  or  by  a  pledge  of 
their  fcrip. 

This  implied  charge  againft  the 
bank  was  confidered  by  Mr.Thorn- 
ton,  one  of  the  bank  directors,  to 
be  unwarrantable  and  unbearable. 
No  minifter,  no  authority  on 
earth,  ever  had,  he  affirmed,  or 
ever  Ihould  have,  any  controal 
over  the  directors  in  the  accommo¬ 
dation  which  they  gave  to  indivi¬ 
duals  by  difcounting.  They  aCted 
with  perfeCt  freedom.  They  were 
alfo,  he  faid,  the  beft  judges  of 
what  ilfues  of  paper  ought  to  be 
made,  and  the  claufe  was,  there¬ 
fore,  unneceffary.  This  was  like- 
wife  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Manning, 
another  director. 

This  pofitive  contradiction  was 
met  by  one  as  pofitive  from  Mr. 
Nicholls.  It  was,  he  maintained, 
a  notorious  faCl  that  the  difcount s 
were  a  matter  of  favour ;  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  minifters  over  the 
directors  was  equally  an  unim¬ 
peachable  faCt  ;  and  he  did  not 
hefitate  to  fay,  that,  by  that  in¬ 
fluence,  all  the  parties  were  ftained 
with  criminality. 

By  Mr.  Fox  it  was  remarked 
that,  after  what  had  happened,  the 
high  language  of  the  directors 
was  not  quite  decorous,  and  that 
afluredly  they  were  not  the  moft 
proper  perfons  to  judge  what  li¬ 
mits  ought  to  be  put  to  the  iflfue 
of  their  paper.  He  thought  that 
there  obvioufly  ought  to  be  a  li¬ 


mitation,  though  he  was  rather  in 
favour  of  a  large  than  a  fmall 
one. 

The  queftion  being  put  upon  the 
claufe,  it  was  carried  in  the  nega¬ 
tive.  The  houfe  then  adjourned 
for  four  days. 

This  delay  was  for  the  purpofe 
of  giving  time  to  the  minifter  to 
confult  with  the  bank  and  the 
bankers,  upon  the  fubjeCI  of  a 
claufe,  which  allowed  the  bank  to 
repay,  in  calh,  three  fourths  of 
any  fum  which  might  be  depofited 
with  it,  in  calh,  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  bill.  When  this 
claufe  was  brought  up,  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  ftated  that  the  bank  and 
the  bankers  thought  it  likely  to 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  bank 
and  the  public,  Mr.  Fox  expreffed 
his  difapprobation  of  it  in  forcible 
terms.  The  bill  itfelf,  he  faid, 
could  be  defended  only  by  a  prin¬ 
ciple  which  could  not  be  limited  ; 
namely,  that  of  neceffity.  Now, 
the  neceffity  which  had  once  oc¬ 
curred,  might  occur  again.  Sup- 
pofing  that  this  claufe  were  agreed 
to,  there  was  no  real  fecurity  that 
the  pledge  which  it  gave  would 
be  more  inviolable  than  former 
pledges  had  been ;  and  he  was 
averfe  from  decoying  men  to  bring 
their  calh  to  the  bank  on  the  faith 
of  a  promife  which  would  perhaps 
be  broken. 

It  was  obje&ed  to  by  Mr.  Tier¬ 
ney,  with  equal  vigour,  though  on 
fomewhat  different  grounds.  He 
defcribed  it  as  being  founded  nei¬ 
ther  on  common  honefty  nor  com¬ 
mon  prudence.  To  fay  that  the  claufe 
was  approved  of  by  the  bankers, 
was,  he  faid,  quite  needlefs ;  for 
they  would  profit  handfomely  by 
it,  at  the  expence  of  their  cuftom- 
ers.  Under  this  claufe,  a  banker 
might  take  to  the  bank  a  thoufand 
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guineas  belonging  to  a  cuftomer, 
draw  out  feven  hundred  and  fifty 
of  them  whenever  he  pleafed,  and 
refufe  to  pay  the  owner  of  them  in 
any  thing  but  paper.  It  was  alfo 
another  forcible  argument  againft 
it,  that  it  gave  to  the  city  bankers 
the  power  of  embarrafling  the  bank 
whenever  they  chofe,  by  making 
large  demands  upon  it  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  was  of  no  improbable 
occurrence,  as  he  had  good  autho¬ 
rity  for  faying  that  there  was  not 
at  prefent  a  very  good  underftand- 
ing  between  thofe  two  parties. 

The  claufe  was  defended  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  aider- 
man  Curtis,  Mr.  Dent,  and  Mr. 
H.  Thornton.  It  was  urged  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  cafe  which  Mr. 
Fox  had  put  was  an  extreme  one, 
from  which  it  was  not  fair  to  rea- 
fon  generally.  It  did  not  follow 
that,  becaufe  the  government  had 
once  been  obliged  to  flop  pay¬ 
ments  at  the  bank,  that  the  lame 
thing  muft  again  occur.  How 
could  the  claufe  be  called  a  decoy 
to  lure  the  money  of  individuals 
within  the  reach  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  ?  Did  not  every  monied  man 
know,  all  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe  as  well  as  Mr.  Fox  did  ;  and 
was  it  to  be  imagined  that  they 
would  run  into  danger  with  open 
eyes  ?  The  plain  intent,  the  obvi¬ 
ous  a&ion  of  the  claufe  was,  to 
encreafe  the  means  of  gradual  ac¬ 
cumulation.  Every  man  who  had 
money  would  feel  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  of  keeping  it  hoarded  by 
him,  and  would  therefore  depofit 
in  the  bank  as  much  as  he  could 
fpare  from  his  prefent  wants.  The 
confequence  of  this  would  be  to 
keep  the  general  principles  of  bank¬ 
ing  alive,  upon  a  feparate  fund. 

The  other  fpeakers  vindicated 


the  claufe  more  copioully,  but  on 
nearly  the  fame  principles.  Mr* 
Thornton  added,  that  it  would 
produce  another  beneficial  effett ; 
that  of  in  fome  meafure  affording 
to  the  bank  a  criterion  to  judge 
when  it  might  fafely  refume  its 
payments.  By  obferving  whether 
the  guineas,  paid  in  under  this 
claufe,  were  called  out  in  great 
quantities  or  not,  the  dire&ors 
would  be  enabled  to  form  a  tolera¬ 
bly  accurate  judgment  upon  this 
fubjeft.  As  to  the  idea  that  the 
bankers  would  make  money  of  the 
guineas  of  their  cuftomers,  or 
would  refufe  to  pay  thofe  guineas 
to  the  rightful  owners,  it  was  con- 
fidered,  both  by  Mr.  Thornton 
and  Mr.  Dent,  as  one  which  had 
not  the  flighted  foundation. 

Thefe  aflertions  were  combated 
by  the  original  oppofers  of  the 
claufe,  particularly  by  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  who  ridiculed  the  thought 
that  bankers  fcorned  to  make  in- 
tereft  out  of  the  money  of  their 
cuftomers.  This  wag,  he  faid,  a 
plan  by  which  the  bankers  might 
turn  to  advantage  three  fourths  of 
the  gold  of  their  cuftomers,  and 
put  in  jeopardy  the  remaining 
fourth.  It  was  alfo  exceptionable, 
inafmuch  as  it  gave  a  preference  to 
bankers  over  merchants  and  others. 
Mr.  Tierney  likewife  declared  that 
the  natural  operation  of  it  would 
be,  to  bring  almoft  all  the  ea(h  in 
the  kingdom  within  the  gripe  of 
the  bankers. 

Though  the  oppofition  difliked 
the  claufe,  they  did  not  prefs  it  to 
a  divifion,  and  it  was  confequently 
received.  Mr.  Tierney,  however, 
when  the  report  of  the  bill  was 
read,  moved,  as  an  addition  to  the 
original  claufe,  that  <(  nothing  in 
it  fttould  extend  to  any  cafe  where- 
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in  a  banker  who  might  have  been 
held  to  fpecial  bail,  (hould  not 
have  made  an  affidavit,  that  he  did 
not,  at  the  time  of  arreft,  poffefs 
the  whole,  or  three  fourths,  of  the 
cafh  for  which  he  had  been  arreft- 
ed.*s  This  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  as  being  againft  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  bill,  fince  it  would  give 
power  to  one  perfon  to  fweep  off 
all  the  cafh  in  a  banker’s  hands. 
It  was,  therefore,  negatived. 

Conceiving,  he  faid,  that  if  the 
government  were  allowed  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  bank,  without  the 
confent  of  that  corporation,  it 
would  be  putting  into  their  hands 
a  moft  dangerous  authority,  fir 
William  Pulteney  now  moved  that 
i(  the  bill  {hould  have  no  effeCl, 
unlefs  the  diredors  {hould  certify 
to  the  fpeaker,  on  or  before  the 
third  reading,  that  the  reftridion 
was  impofed  at  their  fpecial  in- 
ftance  and  requeft.”  The  houfe 
divided  upon  this  claufe,  which  was 
negatived,  by  86  againft  35. 

A  claufe  had  already  been  offer¬ 
ed,  by  alderman  Combe,  to  make 
bank  notes  a  fufficient  tender  to 
prevent  a  diftrefs  for  rent  ;  but  it 
had  been  withdrawn  at  the  requeft. 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
in  order  to  give  time  for  a  mature 
conftderation  of  its  tendency.  Af¬ 
ter  a  fufficient  delay  it  was  re-pro- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird, 
Its  equity  was  obvious,  but  had 
not  influence  enough  to  procure  its 
adoption.  It  was  thought  to  be 
unneceffary,  becaufe  a  diftrefs  was 
not  likely  to  be  enforced  where 
bank  notes  were  forthcoming  ;  it 
was  faid  to  be  impolitic,  becaufe  it 
made  bank  notes  ftill  further  a  le¬ 
gal  tender.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  and  the  folicitor  gene¬ 
ral  were  its  principal  opponents. 


The  latter  was  of  opinion  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  adopted,  the  te¬ 
nant  having  the  remedy  of  re¬ 
plevin,  in  cafe  of  being  diftrained 
upon.  It  was  truly  anfwered, 
that  the  remedy  was  a  coftly  one, 
that  the  poor  might  be  feverely 
ha  raffed,  and  that  the  protection 
which  was  denied  to  them  had 
been  granted  to  the  rich.  The 
claufe  was  negatived. 

Determined,  if  poflible,  to  fcer- 
tain  the  fad,  refpe&ing  which  he 
feems  to  have  had  ftrong  fufpi- 
cions,  whether  the  fufpenflon  of 
ca{h  payments  was  a  meafure  ori¬ 
ginating  with  the  government  or  the 
bank,  fir  William  Pulteney,  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  moved  a 
claufe,  the  objeCt  of  which  was,  to 
require  the  bank  directors,  within 
a  certain  Ihort  period  after  the  pair¬ 
ing  of  the  aCt,  to  come  forward  and 
declare  whether  they  wilhed  the  re- 
ftriction  to  continue.  If  they  did 
not, then  it  {hould  immediatelyceafe. 
If  the  meafure  on  which  the  houfe 
was  now  debating  originated  with 
the  bank,  he  held  their  charter  to 
be  forfeited,  and,  though  he  did 
not  wifh  to  deprive  them  of  that, 
he  avowed  that  he  wifhed  to  de- 
ftroy  their  monopoly.  The  claufe 
was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Dundas,  and  was  negatived  by 
79  voices  againft  43. 

When  the  bill  came  to  its  laft 
ftage,  Mr  Fox  propofed  a  claufe, 
which  he  had  already  announced, 
“  to  enable  the  bank  to  pay  in 
cafh  fuch  parts  and  proportions  a3 
it  {hould  think  proper,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  a  Cl,  upon  its  giv^ 
ing  three  days*  notice,  to  the 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
which  notice  {hould  be  publifhed 
in  the  London  Gazette,  and  ported 
up  at  the  royal  exchange,” 
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He  explicitly  declared  that  the 
purpofe  of  this  claufe,  as  of  that 
propofed  by  fir  William  Pulteney, 
was  to  difcovcr  whether  the  bank’s 
refilling  to  pay  in  cafh  was  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  prohibition,  or  of  its 
own  choice.  He  did  not,  he  faid, 
wifh  to  ufe  any  harfh  phrafe,  but 
it  did  feem  to  him  that  there  had 
been,  between  the  government  and 
the  bank,  fomething  like  a  juggle 
as  to  whom  the  refponfibility 
fhould  be  borne  by. 

Mr.  Pitt  did  not  dire&ly  oppofe 
this  claufe,  but  he  dextroufly  in¬ 
troduced  an  amendment,  which 
defeated  the  intention  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  mover.  On  the  ground  that 
the  claufe,  in  its  prefent  fhape, 
would  impofe  a  fevere  hardfhip  on 
the  bank,  he  moved  that  fuch  pay¬ 
ments  fhould  be  from  cafn  accumu¬ 
lated  in  the  bank  fince  the  26th. 
of  February.  The  houfe  divided 
upon  this  amendment,  and  it  was 
carried  ;  there  being  103  for  it, 
and  3 1  againfl  it. 

Every  thing  was  now  done,  ex¬ 
cept  inferting  the  date  of  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  the  bill  fhould  expire. 
On  this  occafion  Sir  William  Pul¬ 
teney  moved  to  fubflitute  the  6th. 
of  May  inflead  of  the  24th.  of 
June.  He  took  this  opportunity 
to  difclofe  his  own  plan,  and  to 
make  a  fevere  and  well  managed 
attack  on  the  conduct  of  the  bank. 
His  fcherne  was  to  put  an  end  to 
the  bank  monopoly,  and  eftablifh 
a  fecond  bank,  and  this,  he  con¬ 
tended,  might  be  accomplifhed, 
with  infinite  advantage  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  not  only  without  injury, 
but  even  with  effential  benefit  to 
the  prefent  bank.  It  ought  to  be 
a  part  of  the  inftitution  of  the  new 
bank  that  it  fhould  not  be  allowed 
to  apply  to  the  government  to 


fhield  itfelf  from  the  claims  of  its 
creditors.  The  inordinate  influ¬ 
ence  which  the  bank  had  now  ob¬ 
tained,  not  merely  over  the  manu¬ 
facturing  and  commercial  portion 
of  the  country,  but  likewife  over 
the  executive  government,  was, 
he  faid,  both  degrading  and  peril¬ 
ous.  If  that  body  oppofed  itfelf 
to  the  meafures  of  the  government, 
its  power  was  in  his  opinion  fo  dan- 
geroufly  great  as  to  controul  the 
laws,  and  toprevent  thecontinuance 
of  the  war,  even  though  that  contin¬ 
uance  was  defired  by  the  wifhes  of 
the  nation.  On  the  other  hand,  its 
power  was  equally  dangerous  if 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  go¬ 
vernment;  and  it  could,  from  time 
to  time,  make  advances  which 
were  injurious  to  the  real  interefts 
of  the  country.  The  fall  of  llock, 
at  this  moment,  he  confidered  to 
be  mainly  owing  to  the  power 
which  the  bank  poflfeffed ;  a  power 
which  might  eventually  compel  us 
to  the  figning  of  an  ignominious 
peace.  It  was  difgraceful  to  the 
minifters  thus  to  fuffer  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  lie  at  the  mercy  of  a  cor¬ 
porate  company,  and  not  fooner  to 
have  refilled  and  fhaken  off  the 
yoke. 

The  amendment  was  fupported 
by  Mr.  Fox,  who,  however,  dif¬ 
fered  in  fome  points  from  the 
opinion  of  the  fpeaker  whom  he 
feconded. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
declined  to  enter  into  any  difcuffion 
of  the  honourable  baronet's  plan ; 
but  he  oppofed  the  amendment,  as 
fixing  the  limitation  at  too  early 
a  period.  Mr.  S.  Thornton  hav¬ 
ing  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the 
bank  from  fome  of  the  charges 
againfl:  it,  the  qneflion  was  put 
that  the  original  words  fhould  be 
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retained  in  the  bill,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  without  a  divifton.  This 
memorable  bill  was  then  palled, 
on  the  9th  of  April,  and  was  fent 
up  to  the  lords.  In  the  houfe  of 
peers  it  excited  no  debate,  and  was 
read  there  for  the  laft  time  on  the 
1  ft  of  May.  Thus  was  completed 
a  law  which,  though  enabled  pro- 
felfedly  for  a  duration  of  lefs  than 
three  months,  has  already  exifted 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
has  produced  more  important  con- 
fequences  than,  perhaps,  any  other 
ftatute  that  ever  was  framed. 

While  it  was  going  through  its 
final  ftages,  Mr.  Sheridan  once 
more  brought  before  the  houfe  the 
frequently  contefted  topic  of  grant¬ 
ing  afliftance  to  the  emperor.  As 
ariling  out  of,  and  linked  with, 
the  difcufflon  on  the  bank,  the  de¬ 
bate  muft  find  a  place  in  this  chap¬ 
ter.  Having  previoufly  called  for 
the  necelfary  papers,  he  moved, 
on  the  4th  of  April,  t(  that  this 
houfe  lhall  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to 
enquire  whether  it  can,  confidently 
with  its  duty,  and  regard  for  the 
effential  intereft  of  the  country, 
under  the  prefen t  circumftances, 
permit  a  further  loan  or  advances 
to  be  made  to  his  imperial  majefty.*' 
With  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
jett  he  appeared  to  be  deeply  im- 
prefled,  for,  in  language  rather 
hyperbolical,  he  declared  that  there 
never  was  one  brought  before  par¬ 
liament,  which  excited  more  anx¬ 
iety  in  the  public  mind ;  or  to  the 
prompt  decifion  of  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  looked  with  more  impatience. 
In  his  opinion  it  involved  nothing 
lefs  than  the  queftion  whether  we 
were  to  be  faved  or  ruined,  and 
the  enquiry  into  it  did  not  admit 
of  a  moment's  delay.  This  being 


his  belief,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  he  exerted  all  the  force  of 
his  eloquence,  to  win  the  fuffrages 
of  his  hearers.  Novelty  of  reafon- 
ing,  however,  no  one  could  expett. 
All  the  regular  arguments,  fo  often 
urged,  fo  often  replied  to,  were 
again  brought  forward  to  prove 
that  nothing  could  be  hoped  from 
perfeverance  in  the  conteft,  that  it 
was  a  flagrant  wafte  of  money  to 
fubfidize  the  emperor,  that  he  had 
not  performed  any  of  his  pecuniary 
engagements,  that  he  ought  to 
make  exertions  in  his  own  behalf, 
and  that  the  fltuation  of  the  coun¬ 
try  was  lamentable,  and  would 
grow  worfe,  even  to  irretrievable 
ruin,  unlefs  a  change  of  fyftem 
were  immediately  adopted.  With 
refpeft  to  the  bank,  the  minifter 
was  accufed  of  having  obftinately 
perfifted  in  draining  it  of  its  money 
to  fend  abroad,  in  fpite  of  earned 
and  repea  ted  remonft  ranees;  of  hav¬ 
ing,  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
deceived  the  parliament  by  falfe 
reprefentations,  at  the  moment 
when  the  bank  was  on  the  eve  of 
bankruptcy ;  and  of  having  aggra¬ 
vated  his  guilt,  by  abufing  alfo, 
in  council,  the  unfufpe&ing  temper 
of  his  majefty  with  untrue  ftate- 
ments  of  the  caufe  which  rendered 
necelfary  the  order  for  Hopping 
payment,  that  caufe  not  being,  as 
he  pretended,  the  demand  for  fpecie 
in  confequence  of  the  fears  of  inva- 
fion,  but  the  gradually  growing 
and  inevitable  refult  of  that  con¬ 
duct  againft  which  the  bank  had  fo 
long  and  fo  fruitlefsly  remonftrated. 
Mr.  Sheridan  wound  up  his  fpeech 
by  feverely  reprobating,  as  the 
doftrines  of  pride,  infolence,  and 
ignorance,  the  new  and  ftrange 
do&rines  that  the  parliament  was 
not  the  parliament  of  the  people, 
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but  of  the  king,  and  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
laws  except  to  obey  them;  and  he 
conjured  his  auditors  to  remember 
that  they  were  refponfiblc  to  the 
people,  and  to  (how,  by  their  vote 
of  that  day,  that  they  really  thought 
fo,  and  would  a£t  accordingly. 

At  the  outfet  of  his  defence,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  animad¬ 
verted  on  the  inconfiftency,  as  he 
deemed  it,  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  in 
aflerting  that  the  cafe  did  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  helitation  or  delay,  and 
then  moving  for  a  committee, 
which  motion  was  in  fatt,  nothing 
more  than  an  ambiguous  attempt 
to  make  the  houfe  indirectly  pro¬ 
nounce  an  opinion  with  refpeft  to 
a  fubjeCt  on  which,  as  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  fecrecy  had  not  yet  reported, 
the  commons  had  not  information 
enough  to  enable  them  to  pafs  a 
full  and  fair  decilion.  The  afler- 
tion  that  the  advances  to  the  em¬ 
peror  had  occafioned  the  iloppage 
of  the  bank  he  met  by  a  pofitive 
denial  of  its  corre&nefs ;  and  he 
backed  his  denial  by  dating,  that, 
while  thofe  advances  were  making, 
the  quantity  of  cafti  in  the  bank 
was  encreafing,  and  that,  during 
the  whole  of  the  time  the  balance 
of  exchange  was  in  favour  of  this 
country.  The  very  extenfive  re¬ 
mittances  to  Ireland,  and  the  local 
alarms,  were,  he  maintained,  the 
real  caufes  of  the  drain  of  cafh  from 
the  bank.  That  he  had  been 
aware  of  the  approaching  difficul¬ 
ties  of  the  bank  he  alfo  as  pofitive- 
ly  denied.  To  the  gloomy  pifture 
which  had  been  drawn  of  our  fitua- 
tion  he  oppofed  one  more  brightly 
coloured  ;  and  he  contended  that 
we  were  not  only  able  to  affift  the 
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emperor,  but  that  found  policy 
called  on  us  fo  to  do  ;  it  being  the 
cheapeft  mode  of  defence  to  which 
we  could  poflibly  refort.  Could 
it,  he  faid,  be  imagined  that  our 
fecurity  would  be  greater,  our  ap- 
prehenfions  diminilhed,  our  credit 
more  likely  to  revive,  when  all 
the  means  of  our  enemy  were  con¬ 
centrated  againft  us,  than  when  fo 
large  a  part  of  thofe  means  was 
employed  in  the  continental  war  ? 
Certainly  not ;  and  the  perpetual, 
though  fruitlefs,  attempts  of  the 
enemy  to  lure  his  imperial  majefty 
to  a  feparate  peace  furnilhed  a  fuffi- 
cient  and  irrefragable  proof  that, 
even  if  gratitude  and  good  faith 
were  forgotten,  wifdom  would  dic¬ 
tate  to  us  to  continue  firmly  united 
with  fuch  a  conftant  and  valuable 
ally. 

After  a  long  and  eloquent  fpeech 
from  Mr.  Fox,  a  reply  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  from  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  a 
few  remarks  from  Sir  William 
Pulteney  and  lord  George  Caven- 
difh,  the  houfe  divided  on  the  mo¬ 
tion,  which  was  negatived  by  a 
great  majority ;  the  ayes  being 
87,  the  noes  266. 

The  queftion  now  refted  till  af¬ 
ter  the  eafter  holidays.  The  re¬ 
ports  of  the  fecret  committeeshav¬ 
ing  then  been  prefen  ted  to  the  two 
houfes,  they  were  fpeedily  made 
the  bafis  of  a  vigorous  attack  on 
the  minifters.  In  the  houfe  of 
lords  the  lead  was  taken  by  the 
duke  of  Bedford ;  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  by  Mr.  Grey.  The  for¬ 
mer  moved  a  feries  of  twenty  refo- 
lutions  upon  the  fubjeft;  the  latter 
a  feries  of  nineteen.  Both  feries 
were,  of  courfe,  in  fubftance  the 
fame  *.  They  defcribed  as  impo- 


*  For  the  firft  feries  of  refolutionai,  See  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  p.  *  217. 
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litic  the  aft  of  1793,  which  re¬ 
moved  the  reflraint  impofed  upon 
the  bank  in  lending  money  to  the 
government ;  they  heavily  cenfured 
the  large  and  clandeftine  remittan- 
ces  which  had  been  fent  to  the  em¬ 
peror;  and,  enumerating  the  re- 
monftrances  and  reprefentations 
which  the  bank  direftors  had  made, 
they  accufed  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  of  having  occafioned 
the  painful  and  dangerous  neceflity 
of  fufpending  the  payment  of  cadi 
at  the  bank.  C(  It  appears  to  this 
houfe  **  faid  the  concluding  resolu¬ 
tion  moved  by  the  duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford,  e(  upon  an  attentive  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  evidence  reported  by 
the  Secret  committee,  upon  a  minute 
perufal  of  the  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  the  governor  and  direftors 
of  the  bank  of  England,  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the 
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after  a  thorough  review  of  the 
whole  circudances  of  the  cafe,  that 
the  negleft  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  in  discharging  or  fuffici- 
ently  diminiihing  the  amount  of 
the  Sums  advanced  to  government 
by  the  bank  of  England,  his  perfe- 
verance  in  direfting  treafury  bills 
of  exchange,  to  an  amount  unex- 
mpled,  to  be  paid,  at  the  bank,  his 
frequent  promifes,  and  condant 
breach  of  thofe  promifes,  to  reduce 
their  amount  within  the  fum  of 
500,000/,  and  the  enormous  a- 
mount  of  his  remittances  to  foreign 
princes  in  loans  and  fubfidies,  were 
the  principal  and  leading  caufes 
which  produced  the  neceflity  for 
the  order  of  council  on  the  26th. 
of  February  laft.  ”  The  clofing 
refolution  of  the  Series  moved  by 
Mr.  Grey  was  “  that  it  appears 
to  this  houfe,  upon  the  mod  atten¬ 
tive  consideration  of  the  circum- 


ftances  above  dated,  that  the  chan= 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  has  been 
guilty  of  a  criminal  inattention  to 
the  public  intered,  and  a  high 
breach  of  duty,  by  which  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  country  has  been  mate¬ 
rially  impaired.  '* 

The  motion  of  the  duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford  was  brought  forward  on  the 
15th  of  May,  and  his  Speech  was 
replete  with  more  than  his  wonted 
bitternefs  againfl  the  miniflers, 
particularly  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  After  warning  his 
hearers  that  unlefs  they  exprefled 
a  decided  difaprobation  of  the  con- 
duft  of  the  government,  they 
would  implicate  the  charafter  of 
that  houfe  and  of  the  country,  he 
proceeded  to  date  that  he  had, 
from  the  beginning,  drongly  doubt¬ 
ed  the  truth  of  the  pretext  afligned 
by  the  order  in  council  for  the 
doppage  of  payment  at  the  bank. 
That  pretext  was  the  drain  of calh 
occafioned  by  the  alarm  of  invadon. 
But,  if  the  fear  of  invadon  were 
the  caufe  of  the  run  upon  the  bank, 
why  did  not  that  run  take  place 
at  the  commencement  of  the  feflion, 
when  the  alarm  was  more  drongly 
felt  ?  His  doubts  were  converted 
into  certainty,  when  he  recollefted 
the  various  indances  of  incapacity 
and  duplicity  of  which  the  minis¬ 
ters  had  been  guilty,  and  when  he 
Saw  them  deluding  the  public  with 
a  mockery  of  enquiry,  carried  on  by 
themfelves,  in  conjunftion  with 
their  known  and  zealous  Support¬ 
ers.  It  was  this  which  induced 
him  to  move  for  another  commit¬ 
tee,  with  extended  powers.  They 
had  not  thought  proper  to  oppofe 
this  motion,  but,  as  they  had  be¬ 
fore  done,  they  had  taken  care  to 
have  a  committee  compofed  of 
their  own  friends,  with  a  due  pro¬ 
portion 
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portion  of  the  members  of  the  ca¬ 
binet.  From  fuch  a  committee  as 
this,  he  owned  that  he  had  expect¬ 
ed  little  that  could  throw  a  light 
on  the  fubjeCt ;  but  fortunately 
he  had  beendifappointed,  the  com¬ 
mittee  having  had  to  examine  men 
of  the  firft  refpeCtability,  all  of 
whom  agreed  in  fentiment,  and 
having  likewife  had  to  infpeCt 
written  documents,  which  did  not 
leave  the  (hadow  of  a  doubt  as  to 
the  inferences  which  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  them. 

But,  though  his  grace  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  important  truths  had 
been  elicited  by  the  invert igati  on, 
he  was  by  no  means  difpofed  to 
give  any  credit  to  the  inveftiga- 
tors  themfelves.  On  the  contrary, 
he  treated  them  with  unbounded 
afperity.  The  great  fujeCt  of  his 
complaint  and  reproof  was  a  paper, 
with  the  title  of  a  fummary  of  the 
chief  points,  which  they  had  an¬ 
nexed  to  their  report.  This  paper 
he  feemed  difpofed  to  charge  with 
all  polfible  fins  both  of  omiflion  and 
commiflion.  To  fay  that  he  dis¬ 
agreed  with  many  parts  of  it,  was, 
he  declared,  a  feeble  term  to  ex- 
prefs  his  difapprobation.  It  abound¬ 
ed  in  grofs  mifreprefentations,  in 
fhameful  attempts  to  conceal  what 
ought  to  be  known  to  the  houfe, 
and  in  aflertions  which  were  un¬ 
warranted  by  fad.  This  paper, 
he  faid,  misftated  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country,  by  deny¬ 
ing  that  bills  of  exchange  formed 
any  part  of  that  medium,  which 
was  notorioufly  wrong ;  it  gave  a 
falfe  account  of  the  remittances 
made  to  the  continent  for  carrying 
on  the  war ;  it  pretended  to  in¬ 
clude  in  thofe  remittances  the  im¬ 
perial  loan  and  the  fums  advanced 
to  the  emperor,  whereas  they  were 
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in  truth  excluded,  thus  making  an 
error  to  the  extent  of  five  millions 
and  a  half ;  it  reafoned  erroneoufly 
as  to  the  ftate  of  exports  and  im¬ 
ports  ;  and  it  omitted  all  the  moft 
material  parts  of  the  evidence, 
namely,  thofe  which  related  to  the 
Correfpondence  between  the  bank 
directors  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  upon  the  danger  of  his 
continuing  to  fend  money  abroad, 
and  of  their  continuing  to  make 
advances  to  the  government.  Of 
this  evidence  it  would,  indeed, 
have  been  difficult  to  give  a  fum¬ 
mary,  for  no  fentence  of  it  could 
be  expunged  without  expunging  a 
charge  againft  the  minifter. 

Having  remarked  npon  fome 
other  points  in  the  fummary,  and 
upon  others  in  the  report,  his  grace 
commented  copioully  upon  the 
ftatements  and  remonft ranees  which 
had  been  made  by  the  bank  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  which 
were  the  ground-work  of  his  mo¬ 
tion,  and  he  wound  up  his  fpeech 
by  a  fevere  philippic  againft  the 
adminiftration,  and  a  vehement 
appeal  to  his  hearers.  There  was, 
in  reality,  more  of  paffion  and  de¬ 
clamation  in  his  language  than  dig¬ 
nity  and  eloquence.  The  miniftry 
he  branded  as  oppreftors  of  the 
poor,  and  plunderers  of  the  rich, 
and  their  fupporters  as  the  defpi- 
cable  agents  and  venal  partifans  of 
a  corrupt  and  deteftable  faClion. 
To  thofe  defpicable  agents  and 
venal  partifans  he,  however,  held 
out  one  hope  of  redeeming  their 
characters.  It  remained,  he  faid, 
for  them  to  decide  whether  they 
would  pafs  a  cenfure  upon  the  un¬ 
principled  conduCt  of  the  minifters, 
or  whether  they  would  attempt, 
vain  and  fruitless  as  he  could  adore 
them  the  attempt  would  be,  to 
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fcreen  thofe  minifters  from  the  juft 
condemnation  which  awaited  them. 
If  they  gave  the  vote  for  which 
he  called  upon  them,  their  paft 
mifdoings  might  be  attributed  to 
error,  but  if,  in  defiance  of  the 
plaineft  proofs  of  criminality,  they 
perfifted  in  fupporting  a  weak  and 
incapable  miniftry,  which  had  vio¬ 
lated  every  principle  of  reditude, 
and  outraged  the  rights  of  the 
people,  the  plea  of  error  would  no 
longer  ferve  them ;  they  would  par¬ 
ticipate  in  their  guilt,  and  event¬ 
ually  in  their  difgrace.  Now, 
therefore,  was  the  time  to  fhow 
that  they  were  not  regardlefs  of 
every  thing  beyond  the  pafiing 
hour;  that  their  children  and  pof- 
terity  were  not  wholly  out  of  their 
thoughts;  that  they  had  ftill  a 
fpark  of  Britifh  fpirit  in  their  bo- 
foms ;  and  that  they  were  yet  vir¬ 
tuous  enough  to  acknowledge  their 
faults,  and  brave  enough  to  (hake 
off  the  fetters  of  corruption. 

It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that 
language  like  this  would  be  pafled 
over  in  filence  by  thofe  againft 
whom  it  was  aimed.  The  duke 
of  Athol  reprobated  it  in  pointed 
terms,  declaring  that  it  was  fuch 
as  the  noble  fpeaker  would  not 
have  thought  himfelf  warranted  to 
ufe  in  any  private  company  in 
which  he  was  prefent,  and  which 
ought  not  to  be  endured  in  that 
houfe,  as  the  fame  refped  and  de¬ 
corum  were  due  to  their  lordftiips 
in  general,  whatever  might  be  the 
political  fentiments  of  each  indi¬ 
vidual.  By  lord  Grenville  it  was 
faid,  that  however  fit  fuch  grofs 
invedives  might  be  for  his  grace's 
hearers  in  Old  Palace  Yard,  or 
elfewhere,  they  were  extremely 
unfit  to  be  uttered  in  parliament, 
or  indeed,  in  any  other  alfembly  of 


honourable  men.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  no  new  thing  for  the  noble 
duke  to  affume  it  is  an  undeniable 
fad,  that  all  the  virtue,  talents 
and  patriotifm,  to  be  found  in  both 
houfes,  was  confined  to  the  fcanty 
number  of  friends  with  whom  he 
aded,  and  that  the  majority  of 
both  parts  of  the  legiflature,  and 
even  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
England,  were  devoid  of  all  prin¬ 
ciple,  actuated  by  the  bafeft  and 
meaneft  motives,  and  abjed  and 
venal  (laves  of  his  majefty's  minif¬ 
ters.  Nor  did  lord  Grenville  fuf- 
fer  the  violent  attack  upon  the 
committee  to  remain  unnoticed. 
No  man  before  had  ever,  he  faid, 
ventured  to  treat  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  noble  lords  of  the 
higheft  rank,  and  of  the  firft  cha- 
rader,  with  fo  much  indecency. 
The  charges,  however,  recoiled 
back  upon  him  who  made  them. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by 
lord  Grenville,  the  duke  of  Athol, 
lord  Auckland,  the  earl  of  Kinnoul, 
and  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  whom  moved  the  previous 
queftion.  The  noble  earl  contend¬ 
ed,  that  far  from  deferving  the 
cenfure  which  had  been  fo  profufe- 
ly  caft  upon  it,  no  committee 
could  ad  more  candidly,  or  more 
impartially  ;  that  the  fummary  an¬ 
nexed  to  its  report  was  drawn  up 
with  perfed  fairnefs ;  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
never  deceived  the  bank ;  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  advances  made  by  the 
bank,  nor  the  remittances  fent  to 
the  emperor,  could  have  produced 
an  injurous  effed,  the  former  being 
lefs  in  amount  than  they  were  in 
1780,  and  the  latter  being  fo  com¬ 
paratively  fmall  that  it  was  abfurd 
to  fuppofe  they  could  have  had  any 
influence  on  our  immenfe  circula¬ 
ting 
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ting  medium ;  that,  in  the  laft 
four  years  of  the  war  ending  in 
1763,  a  larger  fum  was  fent  to 
the  continent  than  during  the  four 
years  of  the  prefen t  war,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  was  idle  to  imagine 
that,  with  a  yearly  balance  of 
trade  in  our  favour  to  the  amount 
of  ten  millions,  we  could  not  afford 
to  do  what  we  did  without  injury 
thirty  years  ago ;  that  it  was  re-> 
cognized  to  be  found  policy  to 
keep  the  enemy  occupied  abroad  ; 
and,  laftly,  that  the  ftoppage  and 
diftrefs  were  partly  to  be  attribu¬ 
ted  to  alarm,  and.  Hill  more,  to 
the  encreafed  demand  for  difcounts, 
to  carry  on  numerous  and  expen- 
five  fpeculations,  in  canals,  docks, 
and  other  great  works  of  a  fimilar 
kind.  This  encreafed  demand  his 
lordlhip  afcribed  to  the  prejudicial 
operation  of  the  law  of  the  twelfth 
of  queen  Anne,  which  was  thought 
to  prohibit  difcounts  at  more  than 
five  per  cent.  The  confequences 
of  this  aft  were  obvious.  In  time 
of  peace,  when  intereft  was  low, 
monied  men  were  willing  to  lay 
out  their  money  in  difcounting, 
but  in  time  of  war,  when  perhaps 
by  other  means  twelve  per  cent 
might  be  made,  they  turned  their 
capitals  in  that  direftion,  and  this 
neceffarily  occafioned  a  great  de¬ 
mand  for  difcounts.  In  his  opin¬ 
ion  this  law,  which  was  difappro- 
ved  of  by  lord  Mansfield,  ought 
to  be  repealed,  and  money  left  to 
find  its  level  like  other  commo¬ 
dities. 

Arguments  of  nearly  the  fame 
tenor  were  ufed  by  the  other  peers 
on  the  fide  of  the  miniftry.  To 
enforce  what  lord  Liverpool  had 
ft  a  ted,  with  refpeft  to  the  advances 
to  the  emperor,  lord  Grenville 
denied  that  there  was  one  fingle 


faft  to  prove  that  thole  advances 
had  either  caufed  a  run  upon  the 
bank,  deprefled  the  exchanges,  or 
in  any  way  injured  the  credit  of 
the  country.  On  the  contrary, 
the  exchange  rofe  in  our  favour 
during  the  advances ;  and,  eftima- 
ting  the  whole  public  circulation 
at  nearly  one  hundred  millions,  it 
was  ridiculous  to  fuppofe  that  it 
could  be  affefted  by  fubt rafting 
from  it  fuch  a  fum  as  nine  hundred 
thoufand  or  a  million  pounds. 
While  on  this  head,  he  noticed, 
with  due  cenfure,  the  ftrange  idea 
which  had  gone  forth,  that  the 
minifter  had  promifed  to  make  no 
advances  to  the  emperor  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  bank;  a 
promife  which,  as  he  juftly  ob¬ 
served,  would  have  been  nothing 
lefs  than  a  furrender  of  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  government  into  the 
hands  of  the  bank.  Nothing  fopre- 
pofterous  was  done ;  and,  in  faft, 
Mr.  Raikes  himfelf,  in  his  evi¬ 
dence,  had  clearly  proved  that 
there  never  was  an  idea  of  fetter¬ 
ing  the  minifter  with  refpeft  to 
private  remittances  to  the  emperor, 
or  to  any  other  quarter. 

By  lord  Auckland  it  was  main¬ 
tained  that  the  run  upon  the  bank 
was  not  occafioned  by  any  of  the 
caufes  affigned  for  it  by  the  party 
in  oppofition.  It  was  partly  cauf¬ 
ed  by  alarm,  which  had  induced 
individuals  to  hoard,  but  much 
more  by  the  increafed  demands  of 
commerce,  manufaftures,  and  inter¬ 
nal  improvements.  As  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  large  advances  from  the 
bank  to  the  government,  which  had 
fo  miftakenly  been  a  fubjeft  of  com¬ 
plaint,  he  ftrongly  afferted  it,  on 
the  ground  that,  to  have  raifed 
the  money  by  loan,  a  capital  of 
twenty  millions  muft  have  been 

given 


176]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17 97. 


given  for  the  ten  which  were  bor¬ 
rowed,  and  additional  taxes,  to 
the  annual  amount  of  feven  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds,  muft  have 
been  impofed  upon  the  people.  If, 
therefore,  thefum  could  be  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  bank,  without  redu¬ 
cing  it  to  the  neceffity  of  limiting 
its  difcounts,  the  meafure  was  ob- 
vioufly  dilated  by  prudence* 
Perhaps  the  difcounts  might,  in  a 
fmall  degree,  be  diminifhed  by  the 
advances ;  but  it  was  his  belief 
that  the  fame  drain  of  calh  would 
have  taken  place,  had  the  advances 
to  the  government  been  on  a  more 
contracted  fcale. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  was  the 
only  peer  who  fpoke  in  favour  of 
the  refolutions.  His  arguments 
were  fimilar  to  thofe  which  had 
been  ufed  by  the  duke  of  Bedford. 
The  previous  queftion  being  at 
length  put,  it  was  carried,  without 
a  divifion,  on  the  whole  feries  of 
refolutions. 

The  debate  in  the  other  houfe 
was  but  languidly  fupported,  few 
members  taking  a  part  in  it,  and 
the  refult  was  the  fame  as  in  the 
peers.  In  bringing  forward  the 
motion  Mr.  Grey  anticipated  the 
little  fuccefs  with  which  his  exer¬ 
tions  were  likely  to  be  crowned, 
and  declared  that  nothing  but  his 
public  duty  could  have  induced 
him  to  ftand  forward  in  the  pain¬ 
ful  and  invidious  fituation  of  an 
accufer.  On  the  queftion  of  the 
neceffity  for  the  order  of  council 
he  exprefted  his  diflent  from  the 
opinion  of  the  reft  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  ;  he  being  fatisfied  that,  even 
fuppofmg  the  drain  of  cafh  to  have 
continued  at  its  greateft  rate,  the 
bank  could  have  gone  on  paying 
for  a  week  longer,  in  which  time 
expedients  might  have  been  found 


to  procure  further  fupplies.  So 
ftrong  was,  hefaid,  his  conviCHon 
of  the  mifehievous  tendency  of  the 
interference  of  the  government, 
that  he  thought  the  inconveniences 
which  might  have  arifen  from  re¬ 
futing  to  adt  upon  the  order,  were 
more  eafy  to  be  repaired  than  the 
fatal  confequences  which  might  be 
expected  to  arife  from  the  go¬ 
vernment  being  permitted  to  in¬ 
termeddle,  for  the  purpofe  of  fuf- 
pending  the  functions  of  the  bank. 
Then  turning  to  the  caufes  of  the 
ftoppage,  he  traced  them  chiefly  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
whofe  conduct  he  minutely  criti- 
cifed,  though  with  a  fcanty  por¬ 
tion  of  new  argument  or  illuftra- 
tion,  and  whom  he  charged  with 
having  deceived  the  dire&ors, 
and  violated  the  repeated  pro- 
mifes  which  he  had  given  to  them* 
Had  the  advances  made  by  the 
bank  to  the  government  been  re¬ 
paid,  it  was  certain  that  the  ftop¬ 
page  of  calh  payments  would  not 
have  occurred.  On  the  remit¬ 
tances  to  the  emperor  he  fpoke  in 
as  decitive  a  tone  ;  affirming  that 
from  them  fprung  a  part  of  the 
mifehief,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  had 
bound  himfelf  to  the  bank  not  to 
make  them,  unlefs  circumftances 
fhould  materially  alter.  The 
fpeech  clofed  with  a  difqnifition 
upon  the  true  principles  of  bank¬ 
ing,  and  of  public  credit,  and  with 
a  bitter  attack  upon  what  he  de¬ 
nominated  that  t(  fyftem  of  unre¬ 
mitting  malevolence  which  com¬ 
menced  with  hismajefty’s  reign, ** 
to  the  continuance  of  which  pro¬ 
fligate  fyftem  he  aferibed  all  the 
numerous  evils  which  the  country 
had  fuftered,  and  all  thofe  ftill 
more  formidable  evils  to  which  it 
was  then  expofed. 


A  flu  mi  ng 
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A  {Turning  as  an  indifputable 
faft  that  the  order  of  council  was 
a  prudent  and  indeed  indifpenfable 
meafure,  the  chancellor  ot  the  ex¬ 
chequer  proceeded  to  controvert 
the  reafonings  of  Mr.  Grey.  That 
the  advances  from  the  bank  to  the 
government  had  not  been  paid  as 
rapidly  as  he  w idled,  and  as  he  had 
promifed  that  they  fhould  be,  he 
willingly  admitted  ;  but  he  af¬ 
firmed,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
his  promifes  had  been  given  with 
perfect  good  faith,  and  that  the 
performance  of  them  had  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  unforefeen  and  unavoid¬ 
able  circumdances.  But  that  thofe 
ad  vances  were  confidered  by  the 
bank  directors  as  being  prejudicial 
to  the  corporation  to  which  they 
belonged,  was,  he  faid,  difproved 
by  their  own  conduct  ;  they  hav¬ 
ing  agreed  te  continue  them  in 
July,  after  having  remondrated 
againd  them  in  the  preceding  No¬ 
vember.  While  fpeaking  on  this 
branch  of  his  iubjeCl,  he  denied 
that  the  legal  ccndruftion  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Mary  prohibited  the 
bank  from  making  advances  ;  and 
he  equally  denied  that  the  repeal¬ 
ing  bill  of  1793  was  introduced 
into  the  houfe  in  a  clandeftine 
manner.  It  was,  on  the  contrary, 
introduced  by  a  refolution  of  the 
committee  appointed  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe,  and  the  refolution 
was  recorded  on  the  journals  of 
the  houfe.  With  refpe<5t  to  the 
remittances  to  the  emperor,  he 
maintained  that  he  had  given  no 
fuch  pledge  as  was  gratuitoudy 
attributed  to  him  ;  that  the  evi¬ 
dence  adduced  on  that  head  was 
futile  and  contradictory  ;  and  that 
it  was  in  faCt  irnpoifible  for  him 
ever  to  have  thought  of  binding 
up  the  government  from  taking 
Vot.  XXXiX. 
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thofe  deps  which  miglit  be  necef- 
fary  for  the  fafety  of  the  date. 

Far  from  believing  that  the 
bank  ought  to  narrow  the  ifiue  of 
its  paper,  Mr.  Pitt  argued  that  i 
ought  to  lend  a  liberal  affiftance 
to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
country.  Neither  would  he  agree 
to  the  doCtrine  that  banks  dioulcl 
always  keep  money  fufficient,  in 
cafe  of  an  ill-founded  alarm,  to 
pay  the  whole  of  their  notes. 
This  would  at  once  put  an  end  to 
the  principle  upon  which  banks  had 
always  been  conduced.  Revert¬ 
ing  to  the  caufe  of  the  doppage, 
he  argued  that  it  had  no  connec¬ 
tion  whatever  with  the  fending  of 
money  out  of  the  country.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  his  view  of  the  fubjeCt, 
it  was  partly  to  be  traced  to  a  di¬ 
minution  of  the  quantity  of  coun¬ 
try  bank  paper,  the  confequence  of 
which  was  a  demand  for  caih,  or 
fome  other  fubdifute.  Now,  as 
the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  afforded  to  the  holder  an  eafy 
opportunity  of  converting  them 
into  caih,  it  was  manifed  that  the 
decreafe  of  country  bank  notes 
would  have  a  tendency  to  drain 
the  bank. of  its  fpecie. 

After  an  eloquent  fpeech  from 
Mr.  Fox,  which,  however,  was 
necefiarily  little  more  than  a  repe¬ 
tition  of  that  which  had  already- 
been  fo  often  urged,  the  previous 
quedion  was  moved,  by  Mr.  K. 
Thornton,  on  the  fird  refolution. 

It  was  carried  by  206  ayes, againd 
66  noes.  The  other  refolutions, 
except  the  final  one,  were  then  ne¬ 
gatived  without  adivifion.  This, 
which  propofed  a  vote  of  cenfure 
on  Mr.  Pitt,  was  put  to  the  voice, 
and  was  rejected  by  a  majority  ot 
146;  there  being  206  againd  it, 
and  only  60  in  its  favour. 
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The  lafl  difcuffion  conne<5led 
with  this  important  and  fertile 
fubjeft  took  place  on  the  30th  of 
May,  when  fir  William  Pulteney 
made  a  motion,  which  he  had 
fome  time  before  announced,  and 
which,  on  more  than  one  occafion, 
as  we  have  already  feen,  he  had 
defcribed  as  likely  to  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  moff  beneficial  confe- 
quences.  His  motion  was  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  ef- 
tablifhment  of  another  bank, 
fhould  the  bank  of  England  not 
refume  its  payments  in  fpecie  on 
the  enfuing  24th  of  June.  What¬ 
ever  difference  of  opinion  there 
might  be,  as  to  the  plan  itfelf,  it 
coaid  not  be  denied  that  he  deve¬ 
loped  and  defended  it  in  a  very 
able  and  elaborate  fpeech,  which 
difplayed  extenfive  information, 
and  a  very  high  degree  of  argu¬ 
mentative  power. 

In  his  opinion  it  was  probable 
that  the  bank  would  not  refume  its 
payments  at  the  period  which  was 
fixed  for  its  fo  doing;  and,  in  that 
cafe,  it  would  have  forfeited  its 
right  to  a  monopoly,  even  if  it 
had  not  already  done  fo.  On  fome 
parts  of  its  conduft,  particularly 
on  its  capricious  and  miftimed 
narrowing  of  its  difeounts,  and  on 
its  having  negle&ed  to  jpurchafe 
gold  in  order  to  keep  up  its  credit, 
he  palled  a  ftrong  cenfure.  In  the 
latter  inftance,  the  dire&ors  had, 
he  faid,  proved  themfelves  to  be 
ignorant  of  their  bufinefs,  and  in¬ 
competent  to  the  management  of 
their  affairs.  It  was  their  duty 
to  provide  bullion,  even  at  a  lofs  ; 
but,  in  fad,  no  lofs  needed  to  have 
been  incurred,  had  they  taken 
proper  meafures.  They  com¬ 
plained,  and  juftly,  of  the  high 
price  of  gold  in  Portugal,  where  it 


was  4 A  8s.  6d.  an  ounce  ;  and  they 
were  fo  uninformed  as  not  to 
know  that  at  Hamburgh  it  might 
be  procured  for  3/.  is.  6d.  an 
ounce. 

The  bank  monopoly  he  indeed 
confidered  as  no  better  than  a  pre¬ 
mium  for  indolence  and  negled  ; 
and  as  being  at  once  injurious  to 
the  ftockholders,  and  dangerous  to 
the  public  and  the  government. 
The  effect  of  it  was  felt  in  a  thous, 
and  inftances  ;  and  the  evils  which 
it  might  inflid,  in  time  of  war, 
by  withdrawing  the  circulating 
medium,  and  by  other  means,  was 
beyond  all  calculation.  Govern¬ 
ment  fecurities  peculiarly  experi¬ 
enced  its  fatal  influence ;  for  it 
was  a  refult  as  unerring  as  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  atmofphere  on  the  baro¬ 
meter,  that,  when  the  bank  dimi- 
nifhed  its  difeounts,  the  value  of 
government  fecurities  declined  in 
proportion. 

The  proper  remedy  for  all  this 
was,  he  affirmed,  theeftablifhment 
of  another  bank*  Scotland,  he 
reminded  the  houfe,  had  two  banks ; 
the  competition  there  had  been  be¬ 
neficial,  not  injurious,  to  the  old 
bank  :  and  there  was  no  reafon  to 
doubt  that  advantages  Hill  more 
important  might  arife  from  the  co- 
exiflenee  of  two  banks  in  this 
country.  They  would  operate  as 
3  check  upon  each  other,  and  thus 
prevent  careleffnefs,  extravagance, 
and  mifmanagement ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  would  afford  a 
more  perfect  and  copious  accommo¬ 
dation  to  the  mercantile  and  manu- 
fa&uring  clafles.  There  could,  he 
was  convinced,  be  no  fear  of  a 
fufficient  capital  not  being  raifed 
for  the  purpofe  :  and  he  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  an  increafed  iffue  of 
paper  would  at  all  teqd,  as  fome 
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had  fuppofed,  to  raife  the  price  of 
provifions.  On  the  firfl  point,  he 
urged  the  facility  with  which  two 
loans  had  this  year  been  raifed  ; 
and  on  the  feeond,  he  quoted  the 
authority  of  Adam  Smith,  and 
Hated  the  faff  that  provifions  had 
never  been  at  fo  low  a  price  in 
Scotland,  as  when  the  moft  paper 
was  in  circulation.  Relying  on 
thefe  arguments,  he,  therefore,  re¬ 
commended  his  plan  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe  ;  declaring,  how¬ 
ever,  his  rCadinefs  to  abandon  it, 
in  cafe  the  bank  fhould  refume  its 
payments  on  the  24th  of  June,  or 
at  any  petiod  not  long  fubfequent 
to  that  date. 

The  motion  did  not  give  rife  to 
much  debate.  Sir  Francis  Baring 
hoped  that  the  bank  would  refume 
its  payments  on  the  appointed  day, 
dnd  thought  that  the  ereffion  of  a 
new  bank  would  materially  impede 
that  objeff  ;  in  which  opinion 
the  folicitor  general  concurred. 
Mr.  Manning  alfo  hoped  for  the 
Recommencement  of  payments,  and 
Hated  that  money  was  continually 
coming  into  the  bank  from  various 
quarters,  and  that,  although  the 
bank  was  red  rifted  from  paying  in 
the  fpecie  of  the  realm,  any  perfon 
might  be  paid  the  amount  of  any 
bank  note,  in  foreign  coin.  Mr. 
S.  Thornton  vindicated  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  direftors,  afferted  that 
bullion  was  four  guineas  per  ounce 
at  Hamburgh,  and  denied  that  the 
precedent  of  two  banks  in  Scot¬ 
land  was  applicable  to  England, 
there  being  a  great  difference  in 
the  nature  of  the  Scotch  and  Eng- 
lifh  banks. 

Idle  molt  formidable  opponent 
was,  however,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  who,  while  he 
complimented  the  talents  and  in* 


formation  of  the  honourable  mover, 
was  decidedly  hoftile  to  the  mo¬ 
tion.  It  would,  he  thought,  not  be 
confident  either  with  prudence,  or 
equity,  for  the  houfe  to  avail  itfelf 
of  the  fituation  of  the  bank,  that 
fituanon,  too,  being  fanflioned  by 
parliament,  to  deprive  the  bank  of 
the  benefit  of  its  chartered  rights. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Sheridan,  who  had  hitherto 
been  hofiile  to  the  fcheme  of  a  new 
banking  eftablifhment.  The  ground 
on  which  he  now  Hood  forward  in 
its  behalf  was,  that  it  did  not  ap¬ 
pear,  from  what  he  had  that  night 
heard,  that  any  idea  was  really  en¬ 
tertained  that  the  bank  would  re- 
fume  payments  in  cafh.  If  the 
bank  did  not  open  on  the  24th  of 
June,  he  faw  no  reafon  to  believe 
that  it  would  open  at  all.  It  was,  he 
faid,afarce  to  call  that  a  bank  which 
was  never  meant  to  give  for  paper 
any  thing  but  paper ;  and  it  was 
ridiculous  to  exoefl  that  paper 
would  ever  infpire  confidence  upon 
any  other  principle  than  that  of 
its  convertibility  into  cafh. — * 
Againfi  the  doiHrine  which  had 
lately  been  taught,  that  the  bank 
ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  infii- 
tuted  chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of  af¬ 
fixing  the  government,  he  firongiy- 
protefled.  d  he  bank,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  ought  to  think  of  nothing 
but  paying  the  notes  which  it  if- 
fued.  While  it  was  linked  with 
the  government,  the  diflrelfes  of 
the  government  would  always  be 
the  diflrefles  of  the  bank  ;  dif- 
treffes  at  leaft  as  far  as  regarded 
the  public.  The  bank  proprietors 
indeed  might  be  enriched  by  the 
very  fyfiem  which  ruined  the  pub¬ 
lic.  II  the  fyflein  ol  fublerviency 
to  the  government  were  to  goon, 
the  bank  never  could  return  to 
2  j  'payments 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


ISO] 

payments  i-n  fpecie  ;  it  mud  con¬ 
tinue  for  ever  to  exchange  one 
paper  for  another ;  fo  that  it  would 
have  five  per  cent,  for  giving  its 
opinion,  for  it  was  nothing  more, 
upon  the  folvency  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  thus,  fuppofing  the 
company  to  owe  ten  millions  upon 
their  prefent  paper,  they  would, 
by  the  operation  of  compound  in- 
tereft,  realize  to  themfelves  the 
whole  of  that  property  in  the 
courfe  of  fourteen  years.  Bank 
notes,  however,  even  though  the 
bank  fhould  not  give  fpecie  for 
them,  he  did  not  expert  to  fee  at  a 
difcount.  The  immenfe  fum  col- 
lefted  in  taxes  would,  he  argued, 
keep  them  at  par,  while  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  he  received  at  the  exche¬ 
quer,  and  thus  the  load  of  our  debt 
kept  up  the  credit  of  our  notes  ; 
but  where,  at  length,  the  fyftem 
mud  end,  it  was  not  difficult  to 
guefs. 

On  a  divifion,  Sir  William  Pul- 
teney’s  motion  was  lod,  there  be¬ 
ing  50  votes  againft  it,  and  only 
15  in  its  favour. 

The  prediction  that  the  bank 
would  not  re-commence  its  pay¬ 
ments  at  the  appointed  period,  a 
prediction  which,  as  we  have  fcen, 
was  frequently  made  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debates  on  this  fubjeCt,  was 
but  too  well  verified.  A  few  days 
previous  to  the  24-th  of  June,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
brought  in  a  bill  to  continue,  with 
fame  regulations,  the  redxiCtion 
aCt  till  the  end  of  one  month  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next 
feffi on  of  parliament.  Though 
much  left  difficulty  than  might 
have  been  expeCfed,  and  than 


many  had  foreboded,  had,  he  faid, 
arifen  from  the  change  which  had 
recently  occurred,  yet  he  owned  it 
to  be  extremely  defirable  that  the 
bank  fhould  refume  its  accuflomed 
functions.  A  great  improvement 
had,  he  afierted,  taken  place  in 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  ;  but,  the 
reftri&ion  having  once  been  im- 
pofed,  more  than  ufual  circumfpec- 
tion  ought  to  be  obferved  in  re¬ 
moving  it,  left  by  a  premature 
ftep  the  bank  fhould  again  be 
placed  in  a  hazardous  fttuation. 
It  would  not,  he  thought,  under 
all  the  circumftances,  be  prudent 
to  allow  the  bank  to  open  on  the 
24th  of  June;  and,  therefore,  he 
called  upon  the  houfe  to  give  its 
fan&ion  to  the  bill  which  he  now- 
pro  pc  f„d. 

The  feffion  was  far  advanced, 
and  confequently  the  houfe  was 
but  thinly  attended  ;  and,  beffdes, 
the  public  mind  was  in  a  great 
meafure  reconciled  to  a  ftate  of 
things  which  feemed  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  no  prejudicial  efleCts. 
The  bill  for  the  continuance  of  the 
refrlCtion  excited,  therefore,  al- 
moft  as  little  remark  as  if  it  had 
been  a  turnpike  bill,  or  any  other 
trivial  aft.  The  oniy  obfervation 
which  was  made  was  upon  a  claufe 
by  which  the  bank  was  to  have 
the  liberty  of  renewing  its  pay- 
mentsfoonerthan  the  time  fpecified, 
by  giving  a  notice  deferibing  the 
kind  of  demand  which  it  intended 
to  pay.  This  was  objeCled  to,  as 
putting  it  into  the  power  of  the 
bank  to  e\tend  favour  to  fome 
perfons,  in  preference  to  others. 
It  was,  however,  adopted,  a»d 
the  bill  was  paired. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Debates  relative  to  cur  Well  and  Eafl  Indian  Pofffjlons,  Addrefs  moved 
by  Mr,  W,  Smith  for  a  Copy  of  the  Colonial  Laves  relative  to  Slaves . 
Me  afire  s  adopted  by  the  Friends  of  the  Slave  Trade,  to  ward  off  an  Abo¬ 
lition.  Mr.  Ellis  moves  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefyy  to  give  DireHicms  to 
the  Governors  of  the  Wef  India  If  and s  to  recommend  to  the  Colonial  Af- 
Jemblies  to  take  fuch  Steps  as  may  lead  ultimately  to  an  Abolition.  Argu¬ 
ments  ufed  by  Mr  Ellis.  He  thinks  it  hnpojfble  to  prevent  Smuggling. 
Suppofed  Caufes  of  the  Mortality  among  the  Negroes.  He  aferts  that  the 
Qolonial  Affemblies  are  favourable  to  the  Negroes.  Meafures  propofed  by 
him.  Mr.  Barham  feconds  the  Motion .  Speech  of  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards. 
His  bold  AJfertions  refpe fling  the  Colonial  Legifatures.  Mr,  Dundas  alfo 
fupports  the  Motion.  The  Motion  is  oppofed  by  Mr.  Wilherforce.  Strong 
Arguments  urged  by  him  againf  it.  He  fates  the  Danger  of  continuing 
the  Importation  of  Slaves.  The  Motion  is  firenuoufy  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pittf 
Mr.  Fox ,  Mr.  W .  Smith ,  and  others .  Pointed  Speech  of  Mr.  W.  Smith. 

The  Motion  is  carried .  Mr.  Wilherforce  moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  Abolijh  the  Trade.  He  is  v.  hemently  oppofed  by  Mr.  Ellis ,  Mr. 
Sevoely  Colonel  Gafcoigney  Mr.  Barhamy  Sir  William  Young ,  and  Mr. 
Bryan  Edwards ,  Arguments  advanced  by  them.  The  Motion  is  fup- 

ported  by  Mr.  Pitty  Mr .  Fox 9  and  many  oiher  Members.  It  isy  how  every 
rejeHed  by  a  Majority  of  fx.  Mr.  B.  Edwards  moves  for  a  Bill  to 
prevent  Slaves  from  being  fold  for  Debt .  It  is  pa  fed.  The  Colonial  Ajfem- 
blies  take  no  notice  of  ity  though  they  had  been  off  rted  to  be  anxious  for  it. 
The  Slave  Carrying  Bill  revived .  Mr.  W.  Smith  moves  for,  and  ob  tains  y 
an  Aft  to  regulate  the  height  between  the  Decks  of  Slave  Ships.  St .  Domingo , 
Mr.  St.John  moves  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefy3  to  withdraw  the  Troops  from 
that  If  and.  He  attacks  Minifers  f eve  rely.  Mr.  Dundas  vindicates  the 
Condufi  of  himfelf  and  his  Colleagues.  His  Attack  on  Mr.  Burke. 
Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  Speech  of  Dr.  Laurence.  The  Motion  is  rejefied  by  a 
large  Majority .  Declaration  of  Mr.  Dundas  with  Ihfpefl  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Afl  paffeci  for  enlarging  the  Stock  of  the  Eajl  India  Com¬ 
pany.  Bill  to  allow  the  Company  to  adminijler  Oaths ,  rejected.  AH  to 
regulate  the  Trade  of  Foreign  Countries  with  India.  Speech  of  Mr. 
Dundas.  Motion  of  Mr.  Biddulph  on  the  Indian  Judicature.  AH  rela¬ 
tive  to  Indian  judicature.  Penfon  Claufe  oppofed  by  Major  Metcalf, 
Vindicated  by  Mr.  Dundas.  Indian  Budget  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
Dundas.  Second  Budget  brought  forward  by  him  towards  the  Clofe  of 
the  Sejfosi. 


TO  call  forth  a  fplendid  difplay 
of  talent  from  the  fpeak- 
ers,  and  to  excite  a  powerful  at¬ 
tention  in  the  hearers,  is  but  fel- 


dom  the  lot  of  colonial  fubjedls. 
Even  eloquence  itfelf  on  fuch 
themes  moftly  fails  to  rouse  the 
languid  attention  of  thofe  mem- 
[M3]  bers 
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bera  to  whom  it  is  addreffed. 
This  feffion  of  parliament  did  not 
form  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule.  In  the  debates  which  took 
place  relative  to  our  Eaftern  and 
Weltern  poffeliions  there  was  little 
that  was  entitled  to  the  name  of 
eloquence. 

1  he  deteftable  Have-trade  was 
Hill  the  moft  prominent  of  the  Weft 
Indian  topics.  The  ftrft  motion 
which  was  made  on  it  was  by  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  as  a  necefiary  prelimi¬ 
nary  to  other  meafures.  He  mo¬ 
ved  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  re¬ 
queuing  that  he  would  give  orders 
for  laying  before  the  houfe  copies 
of  the  different  adds  for  the  regu¬ 
lation  or  Haves,  which,  knee  the 
year  1788,  had  been  tranfmitted 
from  the  colonies,  for  the  fandicn 
of  his  majefty.  This  propofal  was 
agreed  to  ;  as,  indeed,  a  fimilar 
one  had  been  in  the  preceding  year, 
but  without  having  been  obeyed. 

It  was  late  in  the  Tea  (bn  before 
any  thing  further  was  done.  Mr. 
"Wilber force  intended  to  introduce 
once  more  his  motion  to  abolifn 
the  traffic  ;  bur  he,  was  induced  to 
delay  it,  by  the  circumftance  of 
Mr.  C.  Ellis  having  given  notice 
of  his  deftgn  to  fuggeff  a  plan 
which  would  prove  beneficial  both 
to  the  Haves  and  the  proprietors. 
As  Mr.  Wilherforce  did  not  know 
how  far  this  new  fcheme  might  in¬ 
terfere  with  his  own,  he  cofifented 
to  wait  till  it  was  difclofed. 

The  fad,  as  to  Mr.  Ellis's  plan, 
Herns  to  have  been,  that,  though 
fuccefsful  in  parliament,  the  friends 
of  the  trade  found  themfelves  re¬ 
garded  by  a  great  majority  of  the 
public  with  much  difguft  and  in¬ 
dignation  ;  as  men  devoid  of  all 
feeling,  who  cared  not  what  mifery 
they  caufed,  or  what  blood  they 


fpiit,  provided  their  avaricious  de¬ 
fires  were  fatisfted.  To  do  this 
away,  it  was  neceffary  to  fuggeff 
fomething,  which  while  it  would, 
in  effed  be  a  mere  nullity,  would 
appear  to  manifeft  a  benevolent 
fpirit.  They  at  length  hit  upon 
a  projed,  and  a  goodly  projed  it 
was.  It  confided  in  recommend- 
ing  to  the  wolves  to  treat  the 
ffieep  in  future  with  more  kindnefs 
than  they  had  hitherto  done.  Had 
not  the  happinefs,  and  even  exift- 
ence,  of  millions  been  conneded 
with  the  queftion,  fuch  a  propoft- 
tion  might  have  been  received  with 
only  a  laugh  of  fcorn.  u 

On  the  fxth  of  April,  Mr.  C. 
Ellis  moved  that  “  an  humble  ad¬ 
drefs  be  prefen  ted  to  his  majefty, 
to  requeft  that  he  would  be  graci- 
ouffy  pleafed  to  give  diredions  to 
the  different  governors  of  the  Weff 
Indialffands,  to  recommend  to  their 
refpedive  councils  to  take  the  pro¬ 
per  lteps  for  encreaffng  the  popu¬ 
lation,  fo  as  thereby  to  diminish 
the  neceffity  of  importing  negroes 
from  Africa,  and  ultimately  to  lead 
to  the  total  abolition  of  the  Have- 
trade  ;  likewife  to  adopt  meafures 
lor  promoting  the  moral  and  reli¬ 
gious  improvement  of  the  negroes 
in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  for  fecur- 
ing  to  them  their  rights  by  a 
proper  adminiftration  of  juftice  ; 
and  to  allure  them  that  this  houfe 
will  be  ready  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  accomplifhing  thefe  deftr- 
able  ends." 

The  Have-trade  itfelf  Mr.  Ellis 
had  not  at  this  moment  hardihood 
enough  to  defend  ;  but  he  took 
efpecial  care  to  Hate  that  he  aded 
op  grounds  wholly  oppofite  to  thofe 
upon  which  the  friends  of  the  abo- 
lition  proceeded  :  a  degree  of  cau¬ 
tion  on  his  part  which  was  wholly 

fuperfluousg 
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fuperfluous.  He  thought  that  the 
evil,  for  he  did  admit  it  to  be  an 
evil,  had  been  rooted  fo  long,  that 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  eradicate 
it  haftily.  In  his  opinion,  an  im¬ 
mediate  abolition  would  be  ruin  to 
the  colonies ;  and,  as  we  were 
bound  to  guard  the  interefts  of  the 
colonies,  he  logically  concluded 
that  we  ought  to  allow  them  to 
proceed  on  their  prefent  fyftem  for 
an  unlimited  period.  In  fupport 
of  this  doctrine,  and  as  a  conclu- 
iive  argument  againft  an  inftant 
abolition,  he  urged  that  if  the 
traffic  were  prohibited  it  would  not 
ceafe  ;  it  would  only  be  directed 
into  an  unlawful  channel.  When¬ 
ever  there  were  ftrong  temptations 
to  violate  a  prohibitory  law,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  enforce  its 
obfer vance.  In  the  prefent  cafe 
there  would  be  temptations  of  the 
ftrongeft  kind  to  evade  a  prohibi¬ 
tion,  and,  however  rigoroufly  pe¬ 
nal  the  law  might  be  made,  it 
certainly  would  be  evaded.  Such 
reafoning  as  this,  on  which  Mr. 
Ellis  laid  mach  ftrefs,  might  with 
equal  juftice  be  applied  to  any 
law  that  could  be  propofed,  what¬ 
ever  might  be  the  fubjed  of  it. 
There  is  no  doubt,  that  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  criminals  will  rather  chafe 
to  evade  than  to  obey  the  laws. 

The  large  failure  of  population 
in  the  Weft  India  iflands,  Mr. 
Ellis  traced  to  two  caufes;  the  lax 
fyftem  of  morals,  and  the  difeafes 
of  the  negroes.  For  the  latter  of 
thefe  a  remedy  would,  he  thought, 
be  found  in  the  progreffive  amelio¬ 
ration  of  morals,  and  in  the  inge¬ 
nuity  of  medical  men,  who  might 
difcover  methods  of  cure  which 
were  yet  unknown.  His  noftrum 
for  the  removal  of  the  firft  of  thefe 
caufes  conlifted  in  civilizing  the 
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blacks,  and  teaching  them  mora¬ 
lity.  From  the  civilization  of 
Africa  he  expeded  little;  but  he 
was  more  fanguine  as  to  the  civi¬ 
lization  of  the  flaves.  The  pre¬ 
fent  lax  ftate  of  morals  among  the 
negroes  arofe  he  faid,  from  no  de- 
fed  in  their  difpofirion  ;  but  from 
the  prejudices  which  they  had  im¬ 
bibed  when  young.  The  religion 
which  they  profefted  was  a  cor¬ 
rupt  heathenifm  or  mahomeranifrb, 
which  gave  them  extremely  incor- 
red  ideas,  efpeciaby  of  marriage. 
This  he  propofed  to  cure  by  the 
gradual  adion  of  inftrudion  and 
improvement.  Encouragement  to 
early  marriages,  marks  of  diftinc- 
tion  to  the  deferving,  and  of  de¬ 
gradation  to  the  criminal,  and  care 
and  attention  to  children  in  their 
infancy,  were  among  the  means 
which  he  deemed  worthy  of  being 
adopted.  Sunday  fchools  might 
alfo,  he  imagined,  be  inftituted 
with  good  efted,  at  which  the 
flaves  might  learn  the  true  princi¬ 
ples  of  religion,  and  eorreder  no¬ 
tions  of  morality.  Mr.  Ellis  was 
obvioufly  not  aware  that  to  begin 
by  teaching  morality  to  the  flaves 
was  to  begin  at  the  wrong  end. 
No  folid  reform  could  be  hoped 
for  in  them,  till  their  makers 
had  been  taught  to  reprefs  thofe 
licentious  paffions  which,  as  is 
well  known,  make  one  vaft  bro¬ 
thel  of  each  of  the  iflands.  With 
refped  to  the  quantum  of  inftruc- 
tion  which  was  to  be  given  at  the 
fchools,  Mr.  Ellis  was  folicitous  to 
circumferibe  it  within  as  narrow 
limits  as  poffible.  He  did  not,  he 
faid,  wifh  to  be  confidered  as 
meaning  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  enlighten  the  flaves  with  any 
other  fpecies  of  knowledge  than 
that  which  was  fluidly  requifite 
[  M  4  ]  for 
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for  the  improvement  of  their  mo¬ 
rals.  That  is  to  Tap,  in  plain 
Englifh,  that,  bepgufe  their  pro- 
penfity  to  robbing  and  murdering 
would  moft  probably  be  gratified 
at  the  expence  of  the  proprietors, 
lie  would  have  them  taught  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  robbery  and  murder  are 
crimes. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  not  ignorant  that 
for  the  great  decreafe  of  popula¬ 
tion  two  other  reafons  had  been  af- 
iigned  ;  exceffive  labour,  and  want 
of  proper  food.  He,  however, 
denied  their  exiftence,  and  he  fup- 
ported  his  denial  by  fuch  proof  as 
was  ufual  with  the  planters.  His 
denial,  he  laid, was  grounded  on  im¬ 
mediate  fources  of  information  to 
which  he  had  accefs,  and  on  the 
tedimony  of  others  to  whom  he 
thought  credit  was  due.  This 
credible  teftimony  was  no  other 
than  that  of  the  planters  thejn- 
felves.  He  him  felt  was  a  Wed 
India  proprietor.  The  charge  of 
want  of  food  lie  rebutted  by  o li¬ 
fe  r  v i ng  that  there  was  a  law  by 
which  every  proprietor  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  keep  a  certain  portion  of 
ground  in  cultivation,  according 
to  his  number  of  Haves  ;  and  to 
this  he  added,  that  the  markets  of 
Jamaica  were  fupplied  by  the  pro¬ 
duce  which  the  negroes  raifed. 
He  forgot,  however,  to  fay  that 
the  latter  cafe  was  a  tranfient  excep¬ 
tion  to  the  general  rule;  and  that, 
as  far  as  regarded  the  former,  though 
there  certainly  ex  ids  in  Jamaica  a 
law  which  orders  one  acre  of  land 
to  be  docked  for  every  ten  negroes, 
the  law  has  been  fo  entirely  disre¬ 
garded  as  to  nave  become  nothing 
more  than  a  dead  letter.  With 
reference  to  the  accufation  of  cru¬ 
elty,  which  had  been  urged  againd 
the  planters,  he  contended  that  it 


could  not  be  true,  becaufe  cruelty 
was  contrary  to  their  intered  :  an 
argument  the  weaknefs  of  which  is 
evident.  In  addition  he  dated 
that  the  colonial  aflembly  of  Ja¬ 
maica  had,  fmee  1788,  taken  up 
the  caufe  of  the  negroes,  and  made 
regulations  in  their  favour.  It 
had  patted  the  confolidated  ad> 
which  was  framed  with  a  due  re¬ 
gard  to  the  rights  and  happinefs  of 
that  clafs  of  men  ;  it  had  edablifh* 
ed  courts  of  protection  in  their 
behalf ;  and  if  it  were  pleaded  that 
probably  the  negroes  did  not  en¬ 
joy  the  benefit  of  thofe  courts,  he 
would  anfwer  that  it  was  fair  to 
prefume  that  the  fpirit  which  had 
indituted  thofe  courts  would  guide 
their  adminidration.  This  fophif- 
try  might  perhaps  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  deluding  fome  of  thofe 
hearers  of  Mr.  Ellis  who  knew  not 
that  the  beaded  colonial  regula¬ 
tion  were  not  really  made  for  the 
good  of  the  blacks,  but  folely  that 
they  might,  on  an  exigency,  be 
urged  in  bar  of  any  ferious  mea- 
fures  propofed  by  the  Britifh  legif- 
lature  ;  and  that,  confequently, 
thofe  who  framed  them,  never 
made,  nor  meant  to  make,  any 
other  ufe  of  them  than  their  advo¬ 
cate  was  now  making.  Thofe  ads 
ought,  in  truth,  to  have  been  en¬ 
titled  ads  to  deceive  the  legifla- 
tors  of  the  mother  country. 

I  here  was  one  point  in  the 
fpeech  of  Mr.  Ellis  which,  as  be¬ 
ing  conneded  with  a  fubfequent 
proceeding  in  the  houfe,  and  with 
the  real  charader  of  the  planters, 
requires  particular  notice.  By  a 
aw,  of  the  fifth  year  of  George 
the  fecor.d,  negroes  were  rendered 
liable  to  be  fold  at  thefuit  of  their 
matter's  creditors ;  or  more  cor- 
redly  fpeaking,  that  law  fandion- 
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ed  the  cuHom  of  the  colonies.  The 

repeal  of  this  ftatute  Mr.  Ellis  re- 

prefenfed,  and  juftly  fo,  as  indif- 

penfable  for  the  improvement  of 

the  Haves.  According  to  his  fiate- 

ment,  the  afiembly  of  Jamaica  had 

been  anxious  to  attach  the  negroes 

© 

to  the  foil,  and  had  been  prevented 
only  by  the  operation  of  the  aft  of 
the  fifth  of  George  the  fecond.  If 
that  obftacle  were  once  removed, 
they  would  haften  to  alter  that 
part  of  the  colonial  code  which 
was  founded  on  the  fame  principle. 

The  clofe  of  this  fpeech  was  not 
calculated  to  excite  very  fangnine 
hopes  of  the  fpeedy  termination  of 
the  trade.  It  occurred  to  him 
that  two  objections  might  be  urged 
againft  his  plan  ;  namely,  that  he 
had  fixed  no  time  for  its  comple¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  quantity  of  un¬ 
cultivated  territory  would  protraft 
the  period  of  the  abolition.  To 
thefe  objeftions  his  reply  was  any 
thing  but  fatisfaftory.  He  had 
not,  he  Eaid ,  fixed  any  time,  be- 
caufe  it  was  impoHible  ;  and  as  to 
the  fecond  objection,  the  remedy 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  legidature, 
which,  if  it  reHrifted  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  iflands,  ought,  in  fair¬ 
ness,  to  indemnify  the  colonial 
proprietors  for  the  lofs  which  they 
would  thereby  fuffain.  Than  this 
claim,  fo  often  and  fo  prominently 
put  forward  by  the  friends  of  the 
traffic,  nothing  could  be  more 
groundlefs,  and  it  may  even  be 
faid,  more  daringly  impudent. 

Such  a  motion  no  partisan  of 
the  trade  could  hefitate  to  fecond  ; 
and,  accordingly  it  was  feconded 
by  Mr.  Barham.  He  chofe,  in¬ 
deed,  to  confider  it  as  tending  to 
an  ultimate  abolition  ;  and  he  de¬ 
clared  his  previous  hoftility  to 
have  been  direfted,  not  againft  the 
pbjcft  of  the  abolitionifts,  but 
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against  the  means  by  which  it  was 
fought  to  be  attained,  which  were 
in  their  very  nature  inefficacious. 
His  language  on  this  head  is  wor¬ 
thy  of  remark.  It  could,  he  af¬ 
firmed,  be  clearly  proved  that  a 
contraband  Have- trade  could  not 
be  prevented  by  the  united  efforts 
of  the  whole  navy  of  England, 
feconded  by  the  alfiftance  of  all  the 
cuftom-hoafe  officers  employed  in 
the  country  ;  for  a  cargo  of  Haves 
might  be  landed  in  as  many  hours 
as  it  would  take  weeks  to  land 
merchandize  in  general.  Such  was 
his  aflertion,  and  it  ftrikingly  con¬ 
trails  with  the  aliertions  of  others 
of  the  fame  party,  who  have  fines 
maintained  that  the  difficulty  of 
carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  ren¬ 
dered  it  unneceffary  to  adopt  any 
further  precautions. 

The  fame  fide  of  the  quefeion 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards, 
lord  Hawkefbury,  fir  W.  Young, 
aud  Mr.  Dundas,  In  the  fupporu 
ers  of  this  caufe  there  was  nothin? 

O 

more  remarkable  than  their  hardi¬ 
hood  in  making  ftaiements  which 
were  in  violent  hoftility  with  no¬ 
torious  fafts,  and  even  with  com. 
in  on  fenfe  itfelf;  and  their  prac¬ 
tice  of  reforting  to  a  kind  of  re¬ 
crimination,  in  order  to  juftify 
.  thofe  abufes  which  were  thef  ubjeft 
of  complaint.  On  this  occafion, 
Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  fully  availed 
himfeii  of  both  thefe  modes  of  pro¬ 
ceeding.  Affuming  a  high  tone, 
as  if  the  infamy  ot  the  trade  and 
the  cruel  treatment  of  the  Haves 
had  not  been  recorded  fafts,  he 
talked  of  the  much  injured  cha- 
rafter  of  the  planters,  and  the 
foul  afperfions  which  had  been 
heaped  upon  them.  Then,  forget¬ 
ting  that  thofe  who  receive  are 
not  lefs  criminal  than  thofe  who 
ileal,  he  ventured  to  affirm  that 

his 
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his  friends  had  no  fnare  in  the 
guilt  or  the  profit  of  the  traffic. 
They  were,  he  faid,  not  at  all  to 
blame.  The  trade  did  not  origi¬ 
nate  with  them.  It  was  a  trade 
as  old  as  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
carried  on  by  Britifa  capital,  in 
Britifh  (hips,  by  Britifa  fubjeeb, 
and  under  the  fan&ion  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  government.  As,  however,  it 
might  have  been  obje&ed  to  him 
that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  Britifh 
parliament  had  a  right  to  abolifn 
the  trade,  he  anticipated  the  ob¬ 
jection,  by  declaring  that  he  did 
not  difpute  the  right,  but  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  its  exercife.  Two 
things  he  held  to  be  indifpu table ; 
firfl,  that  no  abolition  could  take 
place  without  the  confent  of  the 
colonifts,  as,  unlefs  parliament  could 
chain  the  winds,  and  give  laws  to 
the  ocean,  flaves  would  be  fmug- 
gled  into  the  iflands  ;  and  fecond- 
ly,  that  the  planters,  if  they  were 
properly  treated,  would  agree  to 
any  practicable  meafure  that  hu¬ 
manity  could  wifh  to  abolifh  the 
traffic.  On  the  latter  point  he 
went  fo  far  as  to  allure  the  houfe 
that,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
members  of  the  colonial  legi na¬ 
tures,  he  had  no  doubt  that,  if  the 
plan-  now  fuggeflcd  by  Mr.  Ellfs 
were  agreed  the  colonial  aflem- 
hlies  would  themfelves  put  an  end 
to  the  importation  of  negroes.  In 
conclufion,  Mr.  Edwards  adverted 
to  thofe  perfons  who  had  cenfured 
the  colonial  laws,  and  anfwered 
them  by  an  attempt  to  recriminate. 
They  ought,  he  conceived,  to  look 
firft  at  home,  and  on  their  own 
flatute  book  they  would  find  enac¬ 
tments  of  the  mod  arbitrary  kind. 
In  proof  of  this  he  referred  to  fome 
ads  of  Edward  the  fixth,  which 
related  to  the  poor.  There  was. 


however,  this  important  difference 

between  the  two  cafes,  though  it 

would  not  have  been  convenient  to 

Mr.  Edwards  to  notice  it ;  that 

our  lawrs  had  become  a  dead  letter, 

*  * 

having  been  iilemly  repealed  by 
the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the 
age  :  while  thofe  of  the  eolonifts, 
on  the  contrary,  were  brought  into 
full  and  daily  aCtion. 

The  rear  of  the  colonial  advo¬ 
cates  was  clofed  by  Mr.  Dundas. 
He  deemed  the  confent  of  the  co¬ 
lonial  affemblies  to  an  abolition 
abfolutely  neceflary ;  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  Great  Britain  could  prevent 
flaves  from  being  imported  into 
Jamaica,  without  making  a  breach 
in  the  colonial  connection  ;  and 
pleaded  that  this  country  having 
fpmetimes  refufed  to  regulate  the 
trade  when  it  wTas  requefted  fo  to 
do  by  Jamaica,  the  colonies  were 
juftified  in  refuflng  their  concur¬ 
rence  to  the  meafures  which  were 
now  propofed. 

The  motion  was  ably  combated 
by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Fox,  lord  Carysfort,  Mr. 
Ryder,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  flood  firfl  in 
oppofition  to  the  plan,  which  he 
confldered  as  merely  illufory.  To 
fanCtion  it  would,  he  faid,  be  lit¬ 
tle  fhort  of  retracing  the  folemn 
pledge  which  the  houfe  had  twice 
given.  He  contended  that  there 
was  on  the  part  of  the  planters  not 
the  fhadow  of  a  wifh  to  bring;  about 
an  abolition^  but  that  they  were, 
on  the  contrary,  refolved  to  perfift 
in  importing  till  all  the  lands  were 
in  cultivation.  Now,  in  Jamaica, 
not  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  foil 
were  yet  in  that  flate.  Even  fince 
the  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  the  colonial  legiflatures 
had  declared  that  they  would  not 

put 
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put  an  end  to  the  trade  ;  and,  this 
being  known,  it  was  idle  to  talk 
of  their  willingnefs  to  aflfent  to  an 
abolition,  either  by  gradual  or  any 
other  means.  Their  humanity  had 
flept  foundly  ever  lince  the  vote  of 
the  honfe,  and  he  feared  that  no¬ 
thing  v.  on  d  roufe  it  but  a  decifive 
aft  of  parliament.  In  fad,  he  had 
ever  thought  that  vote  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  caufe ;  as  by  means 
of  it  the  friends  of  African  flavery 
had  fucceeded  in  reducing  the  point 
to  a  queftion  of  practical  and  tem¬ 
porary  expedience.  That  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  impojrt  was  as  unneceffary 
as  unjuft,  Mr.  Wiiberforce  proved 
from  ftatements  which  manifefted 
that,  with  proper  care,  the  negro 
population  might  be  kept  up  to  its 
full  amount.  The  dodrine  that, 
though  the  guilt  and  the  profit  of 
the  trade  were  entirely  Britifh,  the 
confen r  oi  the  colonies  mud,  never- 
theiefs,  oe  obtained  for  ending  it, 
he  treated  with  juft  contempt.  Nor 
did  he  give  more  quarter  to  the 
hopes  woich  were  delqfivejy  held 
out,  of  an  improvement  in  the  fi¬ 
xation  of  the  Haves.  No  fuch 
improvement  could,  he  affirmed, 
fake  place  while  the  traffic  was 
continued.  Deeming  it  ufejefs  again 
to  appeal  to  juftice  and  humanity, 
he  ended  by  an  appeal  to  feelings 
of  a  lefs  dignified  kind.  He  warned 
his  hearers  that  the  fafety  of  the 
Weft  Indies  imperioufly  required 
that  the  trade  fhould  ceafe  toexift. 
The  principles  of  policy  as  well  as 
of  equity  were  incompatible  with 
Havery  ;  and  by  perfifting  in  the 
difgraceful  and  perilous  practice  of 
tearing  the  natives  of  Africa  from 
their  homes,  and  crowding  the 
Iflands  with  men  who  muft  be  ar¬ 
dent  for  revenge,  the  planters  might 
at  length  arrive  at  a  period  when 


rivers  of  bloocl  would  be  enufed  to 
flow.  Natural  caufes  muft  inevi¬ 
tably  produce  natural  effeds  ;  and 
neither  this  nor  any  other  country 
could  have  any  reafon  to  hope  that 
providence  wou Id  interfere  tofhield 
it  from  the  confequences  of  in¬ 
juft  ice. 

Much  of  the  fame  or  fimilar  ar¬ 
gument  was  employed  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  Mr.  Ryder,  and  Mr.  Fox. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
ftrongly  expofed  the  fallacy  of  the 
reafoning  that,  becaufe  fmuggling 
might  be  carried  on,  the  trade 
ought  to  be  permitted  ;  and  that 
while  our  own  ftatute  books  con¬ 
tained  any  obnoxious  lawrs  we  ought 
not  to  cenfure  the  laws  of  the  co¬ 
lonies.  Mr.  Fox  declared  that,  if 
Jaws  to  prohibit  the  trade  were  as 
ftridly  enforced  as  the  revenue 
laws,  fmuggling  would  be  as  diffi¬ 
cult  in  the  one  cafe  as  in  the  other* 
It  had  been  argued  that,  if  we  de- 
fifted  from  the  fra  e,  it  would  be 
taken  up  by  the  French.  This  he 
did  not  believe;  but,  fhould  they 
do  fo,  we  were  not  to  be  juftified 
by  their  mifeondudf.  If  they  did 
aft  with  fuch  bafenefs,  it  would 
confirm  the  titles  of  murderers  and 
plunderers,  which  had  fo  often  been 
given  to  them  by  the  majority  of 
thehoufe;  for  the  trade  was  un- 
doubtedlya  trade  of  difhonefty,  ra¬ 
pine,  and  murder.  With  much  feel¬ 
ing,  Mr.  W.  Smith  reprobated  a 
fuggeftion  which  had  been  ftarted, 
that  it  would  be  politic  to  import 
a  greater  number  of  females  ;  and 
he  indignantly  a  Iked  whether  the 
legiflature  would  grant  a  premium 
for  taking  thofe  who  were  at  once  the 
lead  able  to  refill:  and  to  endure  in- 
juftice  ?  Would  they  promote  the 
feizure  of  more  wives  from  their 
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ha  (bands,  more  daughters  from  their 
fathers  ?  As  to  the  colonial  laws, 
it  would,  he  faid,  affift  us  in  form¬ 
ing  a  judgment  of  them,  to  recoi¬ 
led;  that  in  Barhadoes,  not  many 
years  fince,  and,  for  aught  he  knew 
at  that  moment,  the  penalty  on  a 
mailer  who  fhould  kiil  his  Have 
under  circumllances  of  cruelty  was 
the  {urn  of  fifteen  pounds  colonial 
currency. 

Mr.  Ryder  was  decidedly  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  an  immediate  and  total 
abolition ;  and,  therefore,  moved 
to  leave  out  thofe  words  of  the 
motion  which  fpoke  of  ff  ulti¬ 
mately  leading”  to  the  difeonti- 
nuance  of  the  traffic.  He  obje&ed 
to  them,  becaufe  they  infinuated 
that  this  propofition  was  to  be  a 
fubftitute  for  the  other.  There 
were,  he  faid,  other  words  which 
he  could  wifti  to  fee  expunged ; 
but  with  no  change  whatever  could 
lie  agree  to  the  propofal. 

His  amendment  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  bur  was  ne¬ 
gatived  without  a  divifion.  The 
original  motion  was  then  put  to 
the  vote,  and  carried ;  the  ayes 
being  ninety-nine,  and  the  noes 
fixty-th  ree. 

Though  this  difeouraging  ad- 

o  o  o 

drefs  was  adopted,  and  though 
Mr,  Wilberforee  had  now  little 
hope  of  immediate  fuccefs,  he  did 
not  difeontinue  his  benevolent  ex¬ 
ertion-!.  On  the  fifteenth  of  May 
he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  difeontinue  the  Have  trade 
within  a  limited  period,  and  that 
the  houfe  do  now  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  to  confider  the  mo¬ 
tion.  bo  thin  an  attendance  as  lie 
then  faw,  on  fuch  an  important 
queftion,  he  deeply  lamented.  He 
did  not,  this  time,  think  it  neeef. 
fary  to  travel  over  the  beaten  track 


of  argument.  In  a  tone  of  ho¬ 
nourable  indignation,  he  exclaim¬ 
ed,  that  were  the  boufe  once  br  ught 
to  a  fenfe  of  what  it  owed  to  hu¬ 
man]  ry ,  to  juft  ice,  to  religion,  no 
arguments  from  him  would  be  re- 
quiftre  to  convince  it  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  aboliftiing  this  horrible 
traffic.  To  him  it  feemed  afto- 
nifhing,  that  the  fubjeCl  ftiould  fo 
often  have  been  difeuffed  without 
producing  the  defired  effecl.  It 
appeared  that  in  proportion  as  the 
underftanding  of  members  of  par¬ 
liament  had  been  enlightened  with 
refpeCl  to  this  fhameful  trade,  they 
had  fuffered  their  hearts  to  be 
hardened  againft  affording  relief. 
That  the  refolution  of  the  houfe 
had  not  been  enforced,  would,  he 
feared,  be  confidered  by  f©reign 
ftaces  as  a  difgrace  to  our  national 
charatfter;  and  he,  therefore,  called 
on  the  houfe,  as  it  valued  that  cha¬ 
racter,  as  it  valued  its  honour,  to 
atone  for  this*  flagrant  negleCl  of 
duty.  The  late  addrefs  he  repre¬ 
fen  ted  as  wholly  ufelefs,  as  the 
planters  would  never  take  any  fteps 
in  favour  of  the  llaves  till  they 
were  prompted  to  them  by  motives 
of  intereft  ;  which  motives  they 
would  not  have  till  the  abolition 
rendered  impracticable  any  further 
importation  of  negroes.  The  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  Have  trade  could 
only  be  fupported  by  intolerable 
feifilhnefs  :  but  in  this  country 
every  thing  had  been  made  to  yield 
to  a  commercial  fpirit,  and  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  country  to  be  fuffering 
from  that  fpirit  having  been  car¬ 
ried  too  far. 

The  friends  of  the  traffic  were 
not  backward  in  its  defence.  Mr. 
Ellis,  Mr.  Sewel,  colonel  Gaf- 
coigne,  fir  William  Young,  and 
Mr.  Barham,  fteenuoufly  o-ppofed 
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the  motion.  Their  arguments  were 
fuch  as  they  had  formerly  urged  ; 
reinforced,  however,  with  a  frefh 
addition  of  abfurdity.  As  was  to 
be  expeded,  the  recent  add  refs 
was  fet  up  in  bar  to  any  further 
fteps  being  taken.  Mr.  Ellis  re¬ 
peated  his  affertion,  that  if  the 
flave  trade  were  abolilhed,  an  illi¬ 
cit  traffic  would  be  eftablifhed  in 
the  ftead  of  the  legal  and  well-re¬ 
gulated  trade  which  at  prefent  ex¬ 
ited.  Left  this  fhould  not  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  convince  his  hearers,  he 
added  that  it  was  improper  to  ar¬ 
gue  that  the  Have  trade  was  in¬ 
jurious  to  Africa.  The  members 
had  not,  he  faid,  enough  know¬ 
ledge  of  fads  to  pro ve>  that  it  was 
difadvantageous  to  that  country. 
If  the  vagrants  who  committed 
depredations  in  this  overgrown 
metropolis  were  to  be  periodically 
exported,  he  believed  there  were 
few  who  would  conftder  it  as  a 
great  national  calamity.  Perhaps 
Africa  received  the  fame  kind  of 
benefit  from  this  traffic  ahat  Eng¬ 
land  received  from  Botany  Bay. 
Language  like  this  of  Mr.  Ellis 
muft  furely  have  been  confidered 
by  the  major  part  of  thofe  who 
heard  it  as  an  infult  to  common 
fenfe,  and  could  only  have  been 
prompted  by  grofs  ignorance,  or  a 
groffier  contempt  of  truth.  It 
was  likewife  diredly  at  variance 
with  that  which  he  ufed  in  moving 
his  addrefs ;  as  he  then  diftindly 
admitted  that  the  trade  was  an 
evil.  Mr.  Sewel  alfo  contended 
that  the  abolition  would  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  fmuggling ;  and,  in  the 
warmth  of  fpeech,  he  made  one 
unguarded  confeffion,  by  which  he 
betrayed  the  fecret  of  the  colonial 
proprietors.  The  trade  would,  he 
faid,  affuredly  ceafe  in  the  courfe 


of  time  ;  but  that  could  nor  be  till 
all  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
planters  were  in  a  0a re  of  cultiva¬ 
tion.  Colonel  Gaicoigne  argued 
that  the  charge  of  cruelty  againft: 
the  Liverpool  merchants  was  un¬ 
fair  ;  and,  as  an  irrefragable  proof 
of  its  being  fo,  he  acquainted  the 
houfe  that,  even  after  the  flave- 
carrying  bill  had  expired,  thofe 
merchants  had  refufed  to  allow  the 
clearing  out  of  any  fhip  whofe  cap¬ 
tain  and  owners  would  not  enter 
into  an  engagement,  with  a  pe¬ 
nalty  of  a  thoufand  pounds,  to 
fulfil  every  part  of  the  ad.>  It 
would  have  required  fiat  little  re¬ 
flection  in  colonel  Gafcoigne  to 
difeover  that  this  was,  perhaps,  ra¬ 
ther  a  proof  of  worldly  prudence 
than  of  humanity  ;  it  having  been 
found  that  the  flave-carrying  law 
was  beneficial  to  their  intereft,  by 
leffiening  the  mortality.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Young  angrily  declared  that 
the  bill  propofed  by  Mr.  Wiiber- 
force  was  a  bill  for  enabling  a  re¬ 
volution  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
tha.t  he  would  not  live  in  a  country 
where  he  fhoiyd  be  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  a  ftatute.  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ham  maintained  that  it  would  be 
nugatory  ;  and  general  Tarleton 
thought  that  a  reform  ought  not 
to  begin  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Mr. 
Bryan  Edwards  difplayed  his  wont¬ 
ed  facetioufnefs  and  ftrength  of  rea- 
foning.  Like  fir  W.  Young,  he 
declared  that  the  rneafore  would 
caufe  an  infurredion  ;  he  cenfured 
Mr.  Wilberforce  for  having  liftened 
to  falfe  and  calumnious  dories ; 
and  he  recommended  to  his  atten¬ 
tion  a  race  of  blacks  as  worthy  of 
his  benevolent  efforts  as  thofe  of 
Africa,  and  whom  he  might  ftnd 
in  the  ft  reels  of  London,  under  the 
name  of  chimney  Aveepcrs, 
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The  motion  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Canning, 
Mr.  Hobhoufe,  Mr.  Martin,  fir 
William  Doiben,.and  Mr.W.Smith. 
It  was  urged  that  nothing  could  be 
more  infamous  than  a  traffic  in  hu¬ 
man  blood,  and  that  it  admitted  of 
no  modification.  As  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  motion  being  inconfiftcnt  with 
the  recent  addrefs  the  faCt  was 
denied  :  they  both,  it  was  faid, 
led  to  the  fame  end,  though  the 
means  might  be  different.  The 
claim  to  be  indemnified,  which 
had  been  advanced  by  thofe  em¬ 
barked  in  the  trade,  was  held  to 
be  wholly  unfounded.  Perfons  who 
entered  on  any  trade  did  fo  under 
all  the  hazards  which  belonged  to 
it ;  the  iegiflature  might  put  an 
end  to  that  trade  whenever  the 
public  good  required  it ;  and  there 
was  certainly  no  circumitance  in 
this  to  take  it  out  of  the  general 
rule.  The  idea  that  the  trade 
ought  not  to  be  abolifhed  till  all 
the  lands  were  cultivated,  was 
treated  with  defer ved  reprobation. 
To  accede  to  it  would,  in  effeCt, 
be  the  fame  as  founding  a  new  ne¬ 
gro  colony.  The  trade  had  conti¬ 
nued  for  a  century  and  a  half  in 
Jamaica,  and  not  one  half  of  the 
colony  was  yet  in  a  cultivated 
llate.  It  was  obvious,  therefore, 
that  to  poftpone  the  abolition  till 
all  the  wade  land's  in  the  i (lands 
were  tilled,  was  equivalent  to  de¬ 
claring  that  no  abolition  fhould 
ever  take  place.  With  refpeCt  to 
the  impoffibility  of  preventing 
fmuggling,  it  was  anfwered  that 
the  example  of  this  country  might 
be  expected  to  do  much,  and  that 
its  vigilance  might  accomplifh  the 
remainder.  Sir  William  Dolben 
adroitly  turned  againfl  colonel Gaf- 
coigne  one  of  his  own  arguments; 
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by  reminding  him  that  the  planters 
and  merchants,  though  they  now 
thought  it  beneficial,  had  ftrenu- 
oufly  oppofed  the  flave-carrying 
bill,  and  predicted  from  it  as  ruin¬ 
ous  confequences  as  they  now  pre¬ 
dicted  from  the  bill  which  was  pro- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Wilberforce.  In  fup- 
port  of  the  motion  Mr.  Fox  fpoke 
in  a  highly  animated  ltrain,  but, 
with  fomewhat  of  impolicy,  he 
mingled  in  his  fpeech  many  allu~ 
lions  to  peace,  the  right  of  refin¬ 
ance,  the  treafon  and  fedition  bills* 
and  other  politicalfubjeClsof  theday. 

On  a  divifion  the  triumph  of  the 
friends  of  the  traffic  was  complete. 
Hitherto,  except  in  one  inftance, 
they  had  not  prevailed  till  after 
more  than  one  flruggle.  They 
were  now  victorious  in  the  firlt 
onfet.  The  queftion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill  was  negatived  by 
a  majority  of  eighty  voices  againfl 
feventy-four ;  and  thus  tyranny  and 
cruelty  were  once  more  left  free  to 
opprefs  and  torture,  with  perfeCt 
impunity,  their  unhappy  victims. 

The  fincerity  of  the  colonial  af~ 
femblies,  in  their  expreffions  of  a 
wifh  to  ameliorate  the  lituation  of 
the  negroes,  was  very  foon  put  to  the 
proof.  We  have  feen  that  their 
advocates  complained  that  a  flatute 
of  the  fifth  of  George  the  fecond 
was  an  obflacle  to  their  accom- 
plifhing  the  wife  and  benevolent 
plan  of  attaching  the  fiaves  to  tire 
foil.  On  the  fifteenth  of  June 
Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  brought  in  a 
bill  to  repeal  fo  much  of  that  aCfc 
as  made  negroes  real  affets,  and 
confequently  liable  to  be  fold  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors.  He  juflly 
obferved,  that  every  humane  mind 
inuft  fhudder  at  the  idea  of  putting 
up  human  beings  for  fale  like  cat- 
tk,  for  the  payment  of  debts  : 

yet 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


yet  this  pradice,  the  cruelty  of 
which  was  revolting,  prevailed 
very  generally  in  the  ifland  of  Ja¬ 
maica.  After  the  fuiferings  which 
the  negro  had  encountered,  on  his 
hrft  leaving  his  country,  and  on 
the  middle  paffage ;  and  after 
having,  by  his  induftry,  raifed 
a  little  money  of  his  own ;  it 
was  a  fevere  lot  to  be  taken  and 
fold,  and  perhaps  fent  to  the  mines 
of  Me  xico.  It  was  to  remedy 
this  evil  that  the  bill  which  he 
now  brought  in  was  intended. 
With  the  fame  readinefs  to  pledge 
himfelf  which  he  had  on  a  former 
occafion  difplayed,  he  allured  his 
hearers  that  there  vyas  no  doubt 
that  the  example  fet  by  the  houfe 
of  commons  would  lead  the  way 
to  the  repeal  of  the  colonial  laws 
on  the  fubjed,  and  ultimately  to 
the  extinction  of  the  pradice. 

/The  bill  palled  through  both 
houfes  unoppofed  by  a  fmgle  voice. 
But  what,  after  this,  was  the  con- 
dud  of  thofe  affemblies  who  had 
lamented  that  their  humanity  was 
Shackled  by  the  British  iegillature  ? 
Not.  only  did  they  not  take  no’  no¬ 
tice  whatever  of  this  ad,  but  even 
when  the  crown,  in  confequence 
of  a  parliamentary  addrefs,  earneft- 
ly  recommended  to  them  to  give 
it  effed  by  annulling  their  own 
confeifedly  vicious  enadments, 
they  ftubbornly  perfifted  in  retain¬ 
ing  them.  Of  thirteen  colonial 
legiflatures  not  one  has  rftade  any 
alteration  in  the  laws.  Thofe  laws 
have  furvived  the  Have  trade  ;  and, 
as  they  were  not  framed  for  pur- 
pofes  of  deception,  they  are  at  this 
moment  in  full  force. 

The  llave-carrying  bill,  which 
was  loft  in  the  former  feflion  by 
the  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of 
members  to  form  a  houfe,  was  now 


carried  through  parliament.  Sir 
William  Do! ben  made  an  attempt 
to  fill  up  with  the  word  i(  four” 
inftead  of  u  five"  the  blank  in 
that  claufe  which  gave  a  reward  to 
thofe  who  imported  with  leaft  lofs. 
In  this,  however,  he  failed.  Gener¬ 
al  darleton  and  colonel  Gafcoigne 
declared  that  they  would  oppofe 
any  alterations,  and  thought  it  ex¬ 
tremely  unfair  that  the  bill  had 
been  brought  forward  at  fo  late  a 
period.  The  amendment  was  re¬ 
jected,  2nd  the  claufe  inferted  as  it 
originally  flood. 

The  converfation  which  occur¬ 
red  on  this  fubjed  was,  never  the- 
lefs,  produdive  of  one  good  effed. 
Mr.  W.  Smith  ftated  that  fhips 
had  failed  in  which  the  fufferers 
were  more  crowded  than  thofe  in 
the  Black-hole  at  Calcutta.  Ton¬ 
nage  was  but  an  imperfed  criterion, 
and  he  would,  therefore,  move 
a  claufe  to  prohibit  the  failing  of 
of  any  veffel  which  was  not  of 
a  certain  height  between  decks. 
T  his  he  was  advifed  not  to  do* 
left  he  fhould  endanger  the  bill. 
He  prudently  followed  this  advice  3 
but,  being  determined  not  to  re- 
linquilh  his  plan,  he  brought  in  a 
bill  to  the  fame  purport.  By  tins 
bill  the  clear  height  between  decki 
was  fixed  at  four  feet  one  inch ;  a 
fpace  which,  though  miferably  in¬ 
adequate,  was  probably  more  than 
in  many  cafes  had  been  hitherto 
allotted*  As  foon  as  the  bill  had 
gone  through  the  houfe,  the  pro- 
pofer  of  it  gave- notice  that,  in  the 
next  ieftion,  he  would  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  extend¬ 
ing  the  height,  and  making  other 
regulations.  In  not  carrying  the 
rneafure  further  at  this  period  he 
aded  wifely  ;  for  the  feflion  was 
now  drawing  near  to  its  clofe, 
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and  had  lie  ventured  too  far  in  his 
demands,  the  friends  of  the  trade, 
who  were  always  on  the  alert, 
would,  doubtlefs,  by  delays,  or  by 
other  means,  have  fucceeded  in 
fruftrating  his  intentions. 

The  only  other  Wed  Indian 
fubjeft  of  debate  was  that  grave 
of  the  Britifh  foldiery,  the  ifiand 
of  St.  Domingo.  On  the  1 8th 
of  May,  Mr.  St.  John  moved  that^ 
an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  majefty,  praying  that  he  would 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  di¬ 
rections  that  the  troops  in  St, 
Domingo  ftiould  forthwith  be  with¬ 
drawn.  The  motion  was  fecond- 
ed  by  Mr.  Fox. 

The  whole  management  of  the 
minifters,  with  refpeH  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  was  feverely  arraigned  by 
Mr.  St.  John.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  they  had  grofsly  mifmanaged 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  but  no 
where  had  their  mifeonduft  been 
more  confpicuous  than  in  the  trans¬ 
atlantic  warfare.  In  whatever 
point  of  view  the  fubjeft  was  con- 
fidered,  it  was  impoftible  to  vindi¬ 
cate  them.  Thofe  who  thought 
that  our  objed  ought  to  be  to 
reftore  monarchy  and  defpot'ifin  in 
France,  and  here  he  referred  to 
Mr.  Burke’s  letters  on  a  regicide 
peace,  deprecated  diftant  expedi¬ 
tions,  as  a  vvorfe  than  ufelefs  exer¬ 
tion  of  ftrength.  But,  even  allow¬ 
ing  colonial  enterpriz.es  to  be  pro¬ 
per,  the  minifters  were  ft  ill  blame¬ 
worthy  for  the  meafures  which 
they  had  adopted.  There  never, 
he  contended,  had  been  any  hope 
of  our  reducing;  St,  Domingo, 
1  he  colonifts,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  emigrants,  were  hoftile 
to  us,  and  the  force  which  we  had 
to  encounter  confided  ot  25,000 
effedti  yc  men,,  independent  of 


40,000  revolted  negroes.  On 
this  defperate  adventure,  however, 
which  ought  to  have  been  abandon¬ 
ed  after  the  firft  trial,  we  had  con¬ 
tinued  to  lavifn  our  troops  and 
our  treafure.  The  bills  drawn  on 
this  country,  from  St.  Domingo 
alone,  amounted  to  nearly  five 
millions ;  the  lofs  of  lives,  up  ro 
September  179 6,  was  eftimated 
at  7500,  few  of  whom  had  fallen 
by  the  fvvord  of  the  enemy.  The 
ifiand  was  alfo  a  fruitful  fource  of 
jobs ;  one  fplendid  inftance  of 
which  was  the  appointment  of  an 
incapable  perfon,  with  a  falary  of 
2500/.  a  year,  with  the  title  of 
chief  juftice  and  -firft  prefident. 
Nor  was  all  this  counterbalanced 
by  any  advantage.  Notwithftand- 
ing  we  po fiefled  the  harbour  of 
Cape  Nicholas  Mole,  the  priva¬ 
teers  of  the  enemy,  from  Aux 
Cayes,  committed  immenfe  depre¬ 
dations  on  our  (hipping;  the  places 
which  we  held  did  not  afford  any 
produce  beyond  the  reach  of  our 
cannon  ;  nor  were  there  any  im¬ 
ports  from  that  fcanty  portion  of 
the  colony  which  we  retained. 
He,  therefore,  called  on  the  houfe 
to  fupply  the  negleft  of  the  minif¬ 
ters,  by  voting  the  addrefs  which 
he  now  propofed. 

The  defence  of  himfeif  and  hiss 
colleagues  was  undertaken  by  Mr. 
Dundas.  The  firft  part  of  his 
fpeech  was  directed  againft  the 
opinion  expreffed  by  Hr.  Burke, 
and  was  replete  with  intentional 
fophiftry,  or  unintentional  mifrea- 
foning.  Putting  entirely  out  of 
fight  the  widely  different  charac¬ 
ter,  objecd,  and  circumftances  of 
this  war,  he  laid  it  down  as  a  rule 
that  no  war  againft  France  was 
well  conduced  in  which  our  force 
was  not  di reded  againft  the  co¬ 
lonial 
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Ionia!  interefts  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  the  proredion  of  our  own. 
This  he  confidered  as  the  belt  and 
wifeft  policy;  and  retting  on  it, 
he  confidered  himfelf  as  authorized 
to  indulge  in  fnecrs  upon  what  he 
was  pleafed  to  term  ii  the  new 
Jangled  ideas  of  peace  and  war, 
which  he  fometimes  heard  broach¬ 
ed.  ”  In  the  war  of  1756  we  had 
aded  on  fuch  principles  as  he  now 
avowed,  and  the  refult  had  been 
eonfeffed  to  be  glorious.  Still 
more  glorious,  then,  had  been  the 
refult  of  the  prefen t  war.  M r. 
Dundas,  it  appears,  did  not  fee 
that  there  was  no  fimilarity  in  the 
two  cafes.  One  obfervation,  out 
of  numbers  which  might  be  made, 
will  {how  the  fallacy  of  his  argu¬ 
ment.  In  the  war  of  1 756,  feveral 
hundred  thoufand  Frenchmen  were 
not  in  arms,  in  the  heart  of  France, 
againft  the  governing  power,  call, 
ing  on  us  for  fuccour,  and  at  hand 
to  receive  it.  Had  fuch  an  ad¬ 
vantage  been  offered  to  him,  the 
Mr.  Pitt  of  that  period  would  not 
have  amufed  himfelf  with  the  con- 
queft  of  a  few  diftant  and  narrow 
iflands ;  but  would  have  fhaken 
the  Bourbon  throne  to  its  very 
foundation. 

Having  difpofed  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
opinion,  Mr.  Dundas  turned  to 
attack  the  oppofition,  the  members 
of  which  he  accufed  of  inconfiften- 
cy,  for  having  at  one  , time  cen. 
fured  him  for  negleding  the  colo¬ 
nies,  while  they  now  cenfured  him 
on  direCtly  oppottte  ground. 

The  retention  of  St.  Domingo 
he  juftified  by  urging,  in  the  firft 
place,  the  value  of  that  ittand  to 
France  ;  its  exports  amounting 
yearly  to  ten  millions  tterling ; 
and  thus  furnifhing  the  means  of 
maritime  ttrength.  To  this  he 
kidded,  and  he  looked  on  it  as  a 
V oL(  XXXIX. 


moft  powerful  argument,  that  our 
poflefiioii  of  it  was,  in  reality,  the 
beft  fafeguard  to  Jamaica,  whieh 
mutt  be  in  the  utmoft  danger  from 
it  while  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  ;  but  particularly 
while  the  revolted  negroes  were 
in  arms.  If  they  obtained  the 
afcendancy  he  regarded  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Jamaica  as  fcarcely 
worth  one  year’s  purchafe.  Every 
foldier,  every  failor,  every  fhip, 
therefore,  that  was  fent  to  St, 
Domingo  was  fent  to  Jamaica. 
VVith  refpeCt  to  the  mortality, 
while  he  admitted  its  extent,  he 
denied  that  it  was  peculiar  to  the 
ittand,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would 
ceafe.  But,  even  had  the  climate 
been  naturally  deleterious,  it  did  not 
feem  to  him  that  we  ought  to  have 
retrained  from  fending  forces  there. 
At  the  Havannah,  lord  Albemarle, 
he  faid,  loft  by  difeafe  5000  men 
out.  ot  J2,oqo,  yet  the  war  in 
which  that  conqueft  was  effected 
was  acknowledged  to  be  glorious, 
That  great  expenfes  had  been 
incurred,  he  eonfeffed ;  but  he 
thought  that  much  might  b2  faid 
in  behalf  of  the  officers  who  incur¬ 
red  them,  who  might  have  good 
reafons  to  aflign ;  and  they  would 
not  again  be  a  caufe  of  complaint, 
as  the  minifters  had  given  ftriCt 
inftruCtions,  to  prohibit  the  civil 
and  military  eftablilhmems,  with 
the  exception  of  the  garrifon, 
from  amounting  to  more  than  the 
annual  fum  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.  He  wound  up 
his  argument  by  refuting  the 
affiertion  that  the  colony  was  un¬ 
productive  to  us.  That  part  of 
it  of  which  we  were  poifdfed  had, 
he  faid,  produced  a  million  and  a 
half,  in  1796,  and  had  employed 
lour  hundred  veffels. 

The  motion  was  objected  to  by 
[iV]  Mr. 
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Mr.  Wilber  force  and  Mr.  Bryan 
Edwards ;  both  of  whom,  however, 
were  of  opinion  that  the  fyftem 
which  had  been  purfued  was  an 
erroneous  one.  To  Mr.  Wilber- 
force’s  judgment  it  appeared  that 
the  bell  policy  which  we  could 
follow  in  the  weltern  quarter  of 
the  world  was  to  concentrate  our 
force,  in  order  to  protect  our  co¬ 
lonies,  wherever  they  were  found 
and  untainted. 

The  charge  of  inconfiltency, 
which  Mr.  Dundas  had  made 
againlt  the  oppolition,  called  forth 
a  brief  but  mafterly  reply  from 
Mr.  F  ox.  Though  it  was  true, 
that  at  one  time  they  cenfured  the 
minilters  for  fending  too  few  men, 
and  at  others  cenfured  them  for 
fending  too  many,  to  the  Welt 
Indies,  there  was,  he  faid,  no  in- 
conliltency  whatever  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  his  party.  It  was  (till 
the  belief  of  himfelf  and  his  friends 
that,  if  new  con  quells  were  to  be 
attempted,  fir  Charles  Grey  was 
difpatched  with  too  fcanty  a  force. 
But  did  this  at  all  appear  in  con¬ 
tradiction  to  the  idea  that  no  ex¬ 
pedition  ought  to  have  been  fent 
to  St.  Domingo  ?  He  next  noticed 
the  fallacy  of  comparing  this  war 
with  the  war  of  17 56  ;  and  afferted 
that,  admitting,  as  the  minifters 
had  originally  done,  the  principle 
of  Mr.  Burke,  that  the  republic 
mult  be  deltroyed,  the  argument 
of  that  gentleman  was  unanswer¬ 
able.  The  reduction  of  all  the 
Welt  India  iilands  would  not  have 
contributed  in  the  flighted  degree 
to  the  re-eftablilhment  of  monar¬ 
chy  in  France.  But  the  faCt  was, 
that  the  government  neither  had 
the  policy  to  adopt  Mr.  Burke’s 
principle,  nor  to  rejeCt  it.  They 
aCted  upon  it  fo  far  as  to  roufe  the 


enthudafm  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
make  her  an  armed  nation,  hut 
they  did  not  purfue  it  as  a  chief 
and  guiding  objeCt  of  the  war. 
On  the  enormous  expends  which 
had  been  incurred  in  St.  Domingo, 
Mr.  Fox  made  feme  pithy  obfer- 
vations ;  and  he  laughed  to  fcorn 
the  idea  that  any  diminution  of 
them  was  likely  to  be  effected. 
To  fave,  therefore,  what  could  yet 
be  faved  of  our  troops  and  our  trea- 
fure,  he  would  give  his  vote  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  oppofed,  in  a 
luminous  and  argumentative  fpeech, 
by  Dr,  Laurence,  who,  fully 
agreeing  with  Mr.  Burke,  that 
wre  ought  at  the  beginning  to  have 
turned  our  force  to  a  higher  pur- 
pofe,  was,  neverthelefs,  of  opinion 
that  it  would  not  at  this  moment 
be  politic  to  relinquilb  our  con¬ 
quests  in  St.  Domingo.  Their 
intrinfic  value,  which  would  have 
much  weight  in  a  negociation  ;  the 
neceffity  of  holding  them,  to  keep 
in  check  the  depredations  of  the 
republican  cruizers ;  the  dilgrace 
that  would  refult  from  the  pro- 
pofed  relinquifhment,  which  would 
only  be  looked  on  as  an  indirect 
compliance  with  the  enemy’s  doc¬ 
trine  of  treating  on  the  bails  ol 
their  lav/s  and  conflitution  ;  and, 
above  all,  the  lligma  that  would 
be  affixed  on  our  character,  by  our 
abandoning  to  the  mercy  ol  the 
enemy  thofe  planters  who  had 
thrown  themfelves  on  our  protec¬ 
tion  ;  were  among  the  chief  rea- 
fons  urged  by  the  learned  member 
for  our  retention  of  the  colony. 
The  appointment  of  a  chief  jultice 
Dr.  Laurence  fatisfaftorily  vindi¬ 
cated  ;  fhewing  that  the  gentleman 
who  was  chofen  to  fill  that  llatiqp 
was  a'man  eminently  virtuous  and 

able, 
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able,  and  that  his  falary  was  not 
more  than  half  that  which  had 


been  allotted  to  his  predeceffors  in 
■office. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
W.  Smith  and  Mr.  St.  John,  the 
queftion  was  put,  arid  on  a  divifion 
was  negatived  by  116  voices 
againft  31. 

Quitting  the  concerns  of  the 
weftern  hemifphere  we  rnuft  next 
turn  our  attention  to  thofe  of  an- 
other  part  of  the  globe.  Our  con. 
queft  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
gave  occafion  to  an  act,  which  was 
moved  for  by  Mr.  Bundas,  to  enable 
his  Majefty  to  exempt  the  colony 
from  being  liable  to  the  Naviga¬ 
tion  Laws.  This  aft  would  not 
have  required  notice  here,  had  not 
much  animadverfion,  both  in  this 
debate  and  in  fubfequent  ones, 
been  excited  by  a  declaration  of 
Mr.  Bundas,  that  he  trufted  the 
Cape  would  for  ever  be  held  by 
this  country  :  a  declaration  which 
was  eonfidered  by  many  members 
in  oppoiition  as  exceedingly  impo¬ 
litic  ;  fome  contending  that  the 
colony  was  not  worth  retaining, 
and  others  arguing  that  to  refolve 
to  retain  it  would  be  throwing  a 
formidable  obftacle  in  the  way  of 
peace. 

With  refpefl  to  our  pofTefiions 
in  the  Eaft,  fome  laws  were  enabl¬ 
ed  this  feftion  ;  but  none  of  them 
produced  any  debate  of  confe- 
quence.  Of  thefe  the  firft  in  point 
ol  time  was  an  aft  to  enable  the 
Eaft  India  company  to  enlarge 
their  capital  flock  from  fix  to  eight 
millions.  It  went  through  both 
houfes  without  any  objection  be¬ 
ing  made. 

A  bill  which  was  introduced 
in  confequence  of  a  petition  from 
the  company,  and  which  was  in- 
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tended  to  empower  them  to  adrai- 
nifter  oaths  to  their  fervants  in 
certain  cafes,  was  not  fuccefsful. 
It  rvas  thrown  out  on  the  fecond 
reading.  The  folid  ground  of  ob¬ 
jection,  on  which  it  was  oppofed 
by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Wilberfcrce, 
and  others,  was,  that  it  propefed  to 
multiply  oaths,  which  were  al¬ 
ready  too  much  multiplied  ;  that 
it  required  perfons  to  fwear  to 
obvious  falfehoods  ;  and  that  it 
would  occafion  perjuries  on  which 
no  punifhment  could  be  inflicted. 
In  fpeaking  on  this  fubjeft,  Mr. 
Fox  flated  that  he  had  frequently 
entertained  the  idea  of  offering  to 
Parliament  fome  general  regula¬ 
tion  with  regard  to  oaths.  In  his 
opinion  no  man  ought  to  be  made 
to  fwear,  unlefs  he  could  be  fub- 
jefted  to  a  penalty  for  fwearing 
falfely.  Nothing  can  be  more  juft 
or  wife  than  this  principle,  and  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Fox 
never  found  an  opportunity  of  car- 
r>  og  his  wifhes  into  effeft. 

A  decifion  of  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  by  which  the  navi¬ 
gation  aft  was  held  to  extend  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  rendered  it  necef- 
fary  to  bring  into  Parliament  a 
bill,  to  regulate  the  trade  between 
foreign  countries  in  amity  with 
Great  Britain,  and  our  polfeflions 
in  Hindoftan.  The  real  effedi  of 
it  was  only  to  place  foreigners  in 
the  fituation  in  which  they  ftood 
before  the  decifion  was  given.  It 
was  moved  for  by  Mr.  Bundas ; 
and  Mr.  Anftruther  dated  that  dif- 
patch  was  abfolutely  requifite,  to 
avoid  unpleafant  confequences,  as 
all  foreign  (hips  in  our  Indian  har¬ 
bours  would  be  liable  to  be  feized 
when  the  decifion  of  the  Court  ar¬ 
rived.  Obvious  and  needful  as 
the  purpofe  of  this  meafure  ap~ 
[ft  2J  pears 
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pears  to  be,  it  excited  roach  alarm 
among  the  {hip  owners  ;  and  ur¬ 
gent  calls  for  delay  were  made  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.  When  the 
fubjeCt  was  considered  in  the  com¬ 
mittee,  Mr.  Dundas  fpoke  with 
fome  acrimony  of  thofe  who  ob¬ 
jected  to  and  mifreprefented  the 
bill.  i(  He  had/’  hefaid,  “  been 
alked  a  dozen  times,  why  he  gave 
to  foreign  nations  privileges  in 
trading  to  India  which  he  with¬ 
held  from  this  country.’ ’  The 
reafon  was,  that  he  only  gave  to 
foreign  nations  what  they  had  en¬ 
joyed  from  time  immemorial,  and 
he  could  not  give  the  fame  privi¬ 
leges  to  fubjeCts  of  this  country, 
without  repealing  the  charter 
which  the  leg.iflature  had  granted 
to  the  If  aft  India  company.  Had 
he  made  an  attempt  to  exclude  fo¬ 
reign  countries  from  the  commerce 
of  India,  what  would  have  been 
the  confequence  ?  It  would  have 
drawn  upon  us  the  jealoufy  of  every 
power  in  Europe,  which,  great  as 
our  power  was  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
encounter.  He  heard  that  it  had 
been  hated,  at  the  Eaft  India 
Houfe,  that  the  company’s  charter 
gave  them  an  exclulive  right  to 
the  trade  of  India  ;  forgetting  that 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
pould  not,  by  any  charter  it  could 
give,  fuperfede  the  rights  of 
France,  Holland,  Portugal,  Den¬ 
mark,  and  Sweden.  But  he  was 
really  almoft  afhamed  to  take  no¬ 
tice  ol  fuch  nonfenfe.  The  bill 
now  before  the  houfe  gave  foreign 
countries  no  new  preference,  nor 
did  it  rob  the  Fait  India  Com¬ 
pany  of  any  right  which  they  had 
heretofore  enjoyed.’’  After  this, 
the  bill  was"  agreed  to,  without 
any  further  oppoliticn. 


Some  changes  which  had  been 
made  in  the  mode  of  adminiitering 
juftice  in  India  gave  rife,  on  the 
production  of  the  India  budget,  to 
fome  remarks  from  .Mr.  Biddulph, 
who  called  for  information.  Hav¬ 
ing  failed  to  obtain  any,  he  fhortly 
after  brought  forward  a  motion, 
i(  for  copies  or  extracts  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  between  the  Court  of 
Directors  and  the  Governor  Ge¬ 
neral  of  Bengal,  for  eltablifhing 
courts  of  juftice  in  India,  and  the 
directions  which  were  given  for 
procuring  fuch  proceedings.”  The 
motion  was  refitted  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  in 
faCt  unneceffary,  and  if  carried  to 
its  full  extent  would  caufe  no  in- 
confiderable  expence  ;  as  the  pa¬ 
pers  would  be  voluminous  enough 
to  employ  for  a  long  time  all  the 
clerks  of  the  company  in  copying 
them.  Mr.  Dundas  promifed, 
however,  to  produce  all  fuch  pa¬ 
pers  as  were  really  requifite  to 
enable  the  honourable  mover  to 
form  a  judgment. 

Almoft  at  the  clofe  of  the  fef- 
fion  a  bill  was  introduced  relative 
to  the  Indian  judicature.  It  au¬ 
thorized  the  reduction  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  judges  from  four  to  three, 
on  the  removal  or  death  of  any  of 
the  prefent  judges  ;  allowed  a  pen- 
fion  to  a  retiring  judge,  on  his  hav¬ 
ing  been  feven  years  in  India, 
and  to  a  recorder,  after  a  fervice 
of  five  years  ;  regulated  the  forms 
of  proceeding  in  a  variety  of  cafes  ; 
and  prohibited  all  Britifli  fubjedts 
from  lending  to,  or  railing  loans 
for,  the  native  princes. 

The  claufe  for  granting  penfions 
was  objeCted  to  by  Major  Met¬ 
calf,  who  was  of  opinion  that  the 
judges  ought  to  fave  from  their 
Salaries  a  fufficiency  to  render  com¬ 
fortable 
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fortable  their  retirement.  This 
idea,  and  the  calculations  on 
which  it  was  founded,  were  com¬ 
bated  by  Mr.  Dundas  with  far- 
caftic  humour.  He  remarked  that 
Major  Metcalf  had  made  no  al¬ 
lowance  for  the  fupport  of  that 
part  of  a  judge’s  family  which 
might  require  a  feparate  eftablifh- 
ment,  or  for  the  education  of  his 
children,  who  might  remain  be¬ 
hind.  On  the  contrary,  he  fup- 
pofed  that  a  perfon  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  office  of  Chief  Juftice 
was  to  carry  all  his  family  along 
with  him,  which  did  not  happen 
in  one  out  of  ten  cafes.  And 
when  the  honourable  member  got 
him  to  India,  he  fuppofed  that  he 
was  to  live  to  the  age  of  Methu- 
falem,  with  the  economy  of  a  jew, 
and  in  the  profeffion  of  an  ufurer, 
laying  out  every  penny  that  he 
could  fpare  at  compound  intereft. 
His  own  opinion  was,  that  it  was 
highly  becoming  in  the  legiflature 
to  put  the  Chief  Juftice  on  fome- 
thing  like  a  proportional  footing 
with  thofe  around  him.  In  this 
country  it  was  a  thing  invariably 
underftood,  that  when  a  judge  re¬ 
tired  from  his  fituation,  fome 
provifton  fhould  be  made  for  him 
by  the  public.  What  reafon,  then, 
could  there  be,  why  an  India  judge 
ought  not  to  have  a  ftmilaf  provi- 
fion  after  retiring  from  the  duties 
of  an  ufeful  and  laborious  life  ;  and 
the  more  fo,  as  the  expence  would 
not  fall  upon  the  public,  but  was 
to  be  defrayed  by  retrenchments 
on  other  parts  of  the  judicial  ef- 
tablifhment  ? 

The  claule  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  30  out  of  33.  In  the 
noufe  of  lords  the  company  op- 
pofed  the  bill  by  council,  but  it 
palled  without  a  divifion. 


The  want  of  the  proper  docu¬ 
ments  prevented  any  Indian  bud¬ 
get  from  being  brought  forward  in 
the  feflion  of  1796  ;  but  in  thepre- 
fent  feffion  the  deficiency  was 
amply  fupplied,  by  the  produftiori 
of  two.  The  firft  budget  was  laid 
before  the  houfe  on  the  20th  of 
December,  by  Mr.  Dundas.  Re¬ 
ferring  to  the  papers -on  the  table 
for  proofs,  and  declaring  his  readi- 
nefs  <0  give  any  explanations,  he 
did  not,  in  opening  the  fubjefl, 
think  it  neceffary  to  do  more  than 
merely  to  ftate  the  arrangement 
which  he  intended  to  follow.  He 
fhould,  he  laid,  firft  bring  forward 
feparately  the  refults  of. the  ac¬ 
counts  applicable  to  each  fettle- 
meni  ;  next,  the  accounts  of  all 
the  fctrlements  combined  ;  then, 
the  fepjitate  accounts  of  the  Eafl 
India  company  at  home  ;  and, 
laftly,  he  fhould  enumerate  them 
ah,  combining  both  the  foreign 
and  domeftic,  in  order  to  deduce 
his  general  refult.  This  mode 
would  enable  his  hearers  to  difeo- 
ver  whether  his  former  affertions 
of  the  profperous  fituation  of  the 
company’s  finances  were  realized  ; 
and,  confequently,  if  practice  and 
experience  were  found  to  teftify 
on  his  fide,  whether,  upon  their 
conviction  of  his  accuracy,  they 
ought  not  to  be  induced  to  repofe 
their  confidence  in  time  to  come. 
His  ftatements  he  divided  into 
three  claffes ;  the  firft  confiftingf  of 
the  average  ftarement  of  the  laft 
three  years  ;  the  fecond,  of  a  com¬ 
panion  of  the  eftimates,  and  aCtual 
amounts  of  the  charges  and  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  laft  year  ;  and  the 
third,  of  an  account  of  what  ex- 
pences  or  difburfements  might 
arife  in  a  future  year.  He  re¬ 
minded  his  hearers  that  thefe  ac- 
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counts  came  over  ifi  the  courfe  of  Difen  tangled  from  the  crowd  of 
the  fpring,  and  if  they  were  deft-*  calculations,  the  general  refult  of 
rous  to  have  an  accurate  ftatement  the  revenue  and  charges  in  India 


of  the  whole  revenues  to  the  lateR  for  the  year 
period  of  the  year,  he  muR  produce  lows  1 
another  in  the  courfe  of  next 
fpring,  by  which  time  he  hoped 
that  the  papers  would  arrive. 

1794—5,  was 

Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 

REVENUES. 

cm  a> 

£s>937.93« 

i)77S»782 

31  2,480 

£8,026,193 

Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 

CHARGES, 

aa  ccd 

\ 

£3.477.396 

‘,769>825 

697,924. 

Total  charge 

Total  revenue 

5  >944* 44,5 
8,026,193 

Net  revenue  of  the  three  prefidencies,  2,081,748 

From  which  dedud  fupplies  to  Eencoolen,  &c.  74 ,857 

2,006,891 

Which  exceeded  the  eRimated  amount  by  £139,147 


From  this  fur  pi  us  revenue  of  more 
than  two  millions  was  to  be  de¬ 
duced  the  fum  of  484,301/.  for 
intereR  of  debts  at  Bengal,  Ma¬ 
dras,  and  Bombay,  and  there  would 
then  remainafurplusof  1,522,590/. 
to  which  it  was  proper  to  add  the 
amount  of  the  fales  of  imports, 
certificates,  &c.  being  a  fum  of 
562,177/.  The  whole  of  this 
was  2,084,767/.,  which  was  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  purehafe  of  inveR- 
ments,  the  payment  of  commercial 
charges,  and  other  purpofes.  The 
inveRment,  however,  including 
charges,  in  the  three  prefidencies, 


was  only  1,838,445/.  ;  leaving 
246,332/.,  which,  he  underRood^ 
had  been  applied  to  the  buying  of 
rice,  and  to  the  profit  and  lofs  ac¬ 
count  on  internal  trade. 

The  general  refult  of  the  eRi- 
mates  for  1795—6,  was  that  the 
net  revenue  of  the  three  prefiden¬ 
cies  was  1,852,573/. ;  of  v/hich  the 
part  applicable  to  inveRments  was 
2,795, 166/.  j  being  289,601/. 
than  the  preceding  year. 

He  next  Rated  that  the  debts 
in  India  laR  year  amounted  to 
7>3©f>4 i  and  in  the  prefent  to 
6,813,737/.,  being  a  decreafe  of 

491, 71;/. 
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49  {,7  ip.  In  1794—5,  the 
debts  bearing  mtereft  were 

5>597>299^-  ;  ^  1795— 6  they 
were  5,328,868 — a  decreafe  of 
268,431/.  The  afTets  in  India, 
confining  of  cafh,  goods,  &c.  were 
laff  year  8,807,601/,;  and  in  the 
prefent  were  8,867,266/. ;  (hewing 
an  increafe  of  59,665.  Adding 
the  increafe  of  afTets  to  the  de¬ 
creafe  of  debts  the  company’s  af¬ 
fairs  in  India  were  better  to  the 
extent  of  55  (,390/. 

The  home  accounts  next  came 
under  review.  The  fales  up  to 
the  iff  of  March  had,  he  faid, 
exceeded  expectation.  The  whole 
fum  of  them  was  8, 158,495/.  The 
fale  of  the  company’s  goods  had 
been  eftimatedat  5,51 75500/.,  but 
had  at'ually  reached  6,588,969/. ; 
which  gave  an  excefs  of  1,07 1,460/. 
On  private  trade  the  charges  and 
profit  had  been  eftimated  at  60,000/ 
while  the  atual  amount  was 
148,417/.;  being  88,417/.  more 
than  the  effimate. 

The  debts  at  home  were 
6,946,323/.  in  March  1795  ;  and 
7,474,700 /.  in  March  1796  ;  be¬ 
ing  an  increafe  of  528,377/. 

The  affets  at  home  and  afloat  on 
the  ill  of  March  1795,  were 
10,413,254/.;  and  on  the  ill  of 
March  1796  were  12,024,312/., 
which  {hewed  this  year  an  increafe 
of  1,610,958.  Deducting  from 
this  the  increafe  of  debt,  the  ffate 
of  affairs  at  home  was  better  than 
in  1796  by  the  fum  of  1,082,581/. 

On  a  general  comparifon,  there¬ 
fore,  of  debts  and  affets,  Mr.  Dun- 
das  concluded  that,  as  to  thofe 
heads,  the  company's  affairs  were 
better  than  they  were  laft  year  by 
a  fum  of  1,240,490/. 

Having  finifhed  this  favourable 
Iketch  of  the  company’s  fituation, 


Mr.  Dundas  cautioned  the  houfe 
againff  expelling  that  the  account 
of  next  year  would  be  equally  fa¬ 
vourable.  There  muff,  he  faid, 
be  a  considerable  diminution  in 
fome  articles,  particularly  in  that 
of  opium,  which  could  not  be  fo 
productive  during  war.  The 
great  thing,  however,  which 
muff  prevent  the  revenue  of  India 
from  being  fo  productive  next 
year,  would  be  the  encreafed 
charges  on  account  of  the  military 
arrangements  which  had  been 
made  in  India.  The  meritorious 
officers  in  the  company’s  fervice 
had  laboured  under  many  hardfnips. 
They  had  not  the  fame  chance  as 
his  Majeffy’s  officers  of  being  put 
on  the  ftaff ;  they  could  not  return 
to  their  own  country  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  their  health  without  giv. 
ing  up  their  commiffions  and  lo fl¬ 
ing  their  pay— fo  that  they  muff 
chufe  the  alternative  of  dying  in 
an  unhealthy  country,  or  of  lofing 
their  fupport— they  had  often  not 
the  means  to  enable  them  to  re¬ 
turn  ;  nor  had  they  any  half-pay 
if  they  quitted  the  fervice.  Thefe 
grievances  had  long  been  a  caufe 
of  complaint,  and  jullly  fo.  They 
were  now  completely  remedied, 
and  the  regulations  which  had 
been  fent  out  had  been  generally 
received  with  fatisfation  and  gra¬ 
titude.  The  expence,  however, 
would  amount  to  four  millions. 
Mr.  Dundas  concluded  by  repre¬ 
fen  ting  the  company’s  affairs  in 
every  part  of  India  as  in  a  ffate  of 
progreffive  improvement ;  declar¬ 
ing  that  in  time  of  peace  the  pub¬ 
lic  would  fully  enjoy  the  promifed 
participation  5  and  recommending 
an  increafe  of  the  company’s  ftock, 
in  preference  to  railing  money  on 
bonds,  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling; 
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them  to  carry  on  their  increafing 
commerce.  This  recommendation, 
as  we  have  already  feen,  was  a&- 
ed  upon,  and  the  company's  capi¬ 
tal  encreafed  from  fix  to  eight  mil¬ 
lions. 

A  feries  of  refolutions,  founded 
on  his  ftatements,  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Dundas.  Some  doubts,  as  to  the 
corre&nefs  of  his  eftimates,  were 
flatted  by  Mr.  HuiTey  and  others ; 


but  the  refolutions  were  agreed  to 
without  a  divifion. 

The  papers  having  arrived,  the 
fupplementary  budget,  which  Mr. 
Dundas  had  promifed,  was  brought 
forward  by  him,  on  the  14th  of 
July.  After  a  brief  preface  he 
opened  the  eftimates  in  the  fame 
order  as  he  had  before  done  :  the 
general  refuit  was  as  follows : 


REVENUES. 


Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 

a»  «- 

cfe 

£5>7"M'* 

2,159,402 

284,959 

Total  amount  of  revenue 

£8,154,872 

Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 

CHARGES, 

■a  a* 

em 

•  ’  * 

£3.733.859 

2,005,22  5 
777.973 

Total  of  the  charges 

£6,51 7,057 

The  net  revenue  of  the  three  prefi* 
dencies,  therefore,  was  1,63*7,8 1 5/. 
from  which  were  to  be  deduc¬ 
ed  fupplies  to  Bencoolen,  Sec. 
104,154/.,  and  intereft  of  debts 
4I4>75°/*  leaving  a  fum  of 
^53>791^*  :  which  was  to  be 

added  453,605/.,  the  amount  of 
fales,  imports,  and  certificates  ; 
making  the  whole  fum  applicable 
to  inveftments  1,307,396/.  But, 
as  the  fum  required  for  that  pur- 
pofe  was  2,401,015/.,  there  would 
be,  on  this  head,  a  deficiency  of 
1,093,619/. 

The  debts  in  India  laft  year 
were  6,813.736/. ;  this  year  they 
were  7,146,083/.  ;  fo  thatthere 
was  an  increafe  of  232, 347/.  The 
debts  bearing  infrereft  had  increaf- 


ed  261,274/.;  and  there  was  an 
annual  increafe  of  intereft  to  the 
amount  of  19,092/.  The  home 
debts  had  increafed  in  the  fum  of 
44 1  >759^*  The  afifets  in  India  had 
augmented  from  8,867,266/.  to 
8,958,669/.  being  an  increafe  of 
91.403/.  ;  and  at  home  from 
12,024,311/.,  to  12,476,8 1  3/.  be¬ 
ing  452,501/.  better  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  Setting  the  afiets 
againft  the  debts,  the  debt  was 
now  larger  than  laft  year  by 
473>663/. 

On  the  whole,  the  net  excefs  of 
payments  over  the  actual  receipts 
for  1796 — 7  he  ftated  to  amount 
to  1,882,965/. 

Notwithftanding  this  apparent 
falling  off,  fome  of  the  caufes  of 

which 
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which  he  had  pointed  out  in  the 
laft  budget,  the  company's  affairs, 
Mr.  Dundas  faid,  were  as  favour¬ 
able  as  the  molt  fanguine  perfon 
could  wifh,  or  any  one  had  reafon 
to  expeft.  Let  the  fltuation  of 
the  company  at  prefent  be  com¬ 
pared  with  what  it  formerly  was, 
when  their  folvency  was  doubtful. 
In  1 786  their  debts  were  four  mil¬ 
lions  beyond  their  aflets.  In  the  year 
1796  they  were  better  than  in  178 6 
by  eleven  millions ;  and  he  could 
boldly  alfert  that  their  aflets  exceed¬ 
ed  their  debts  no  lefs  than  fix  mil¬ 
lions.  If  the  whole  of  their  affairs 
were  wound  up  they  would  receive 
an  annual  intereft  of  950,000!.  As 
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a  proof  of  the  flourifhing  Hate  of 
affairs  in  India  Mr.  Dundas  reli¬ 
ed  upon  two  fads.  One  of  thefe 
was  an  increafed  revenue  of 
2oo,oool.  on  the  file  of  fait, 
though  the  natives  paid  a  lefs 
pi  ice  than  formerly  for  that  article  j 
the  other  was  a  reduction  in  the 
cuftoras  of  feveral  articles  in  the 
ports  of  India,  through  which  not 
only  the  individual  had  been  great¬ 
ly  benefited,  but  also  the  revenue 
of  the  company,  by  the  extenlion 
of  exports  and  imports. 

Mr,  Dundas  concluded  by  mov¬ 
ing  the  ufual  feries  of  refolutions, 
which  were  agreed  to,  without 
any  obfervation. 


CHAP.  I XV 

Proceedings  relative  to  domeftic  Concent.  Mr.  Abbot  bring ,  forward  a 

a  ,r  PrmmlSa,icm  of  the  Statutes.  He  fates  the  Ab flute 
NeceJJity  of  the  meafure .  Refolutions  adopted  by  the. Two  Hoiifis  on  this 

isubjea.  Mr.  Adair  again  brings  in  his  Bill  to  relieve  Qjinkers  in  Tythe 
_  t0  admit  *^eir  Affirmation  on  criminal  Trials.  It  is  op p  fed  by 
the  Solicitor  and  Attorney  General,  and  finally  ref  illed.  Mr.  Barker 

Loke  brings  in  a  Bill  to  authorizes  the  Removal  of  Caufes  from  local  7*. 
rifdtlhons  to  the  County  at  large.  He  withdraws  it.  Mr.  Fox  moves 
t  e  repeal  of  the  T re  a  fin  and  Sedition  Bills.  He  makes  an  eloquent  Speech 
en  the Occafon.  Reply  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.  Mr.  Fox  is  cenj Cured  by 
fime  of  the  Members.  Reply  of  Mr  Fox.  The  Motion  is  negatived  by  a 
large  Majority ,  Mr.  Grey  brings  forward  a  Plan  fir  a  Reform  in  Par - 
iament .  He  accufis  the  Houje  cf  Commons  of  having  grofsly  violated  its 
Duties.  The  Motion  is  feconded  by  Mr.  Erjkine.  Speech  of  the  Chan- 

Ci„jfthe  ExcheVicr  reply.  He  maintains  that  Parliament  has  the 
full  Confidence  of  the  People.  Clofing  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox .  The  Motion 
is  rejelied  by  a  Majority  of  a  Hundred  and  Sixty  five.  Alt  puffed  for 

enabling  his  Majefiy  to  fummon  Parliament  at  fourteen  Days  Notice. 
Objeliions  of  Sir  IV.  Pulteney  arfwered  by  Mr.  Pitt.  A  Bill  brought 
trf  y  Mr.  Pitt  fir  a  Reform  of  the  Poor  Laws.  Account  of  fome  of  its 
leading  Claufes.  It  is  feverely  cenfured  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  and fi  fired  to 
drop  to  the  Ground  by  its  Framer.  Alts  paffed  relative  to  the  Export 
and  Import  of  Corn.  Ad  paffed  to  alter  the  laws  rf  Affitze.  Unfuccefi 
/  Luffilngton  fir  Reimburfiment  of  the  Merchants  who 

a  •  y  importing  gram.  Sir  John  Sinclair  brings  in  a  General  In - 
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clofure  Bill.  It  pajfes  the  Commons ,  but  is  rejelled  in  the  Lords.  Mr. 
Mainwaring  brings  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  Forefalling ,  Jobbing  and  Re~ 
grating.  Arguments  for  and  again]}  it.  Mr.  Dundas ,  Mr.  Pitt  and 
others  op  pope  it ,  and  it  is  rejelled.  Earl  Moira  announces  a  Motion  for  a 
Committee  on  the  Debtor  Laves.  It  is  often  poflponed  in  confequence  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor* $  Illnefs.  Reafons  why  the  Prefence  of  Lawyers  is 
prejudicial  in  fuch  Dtfcufjions.  Speech  of  Lord  Moira  in  bringing  for¬ 
ward  his  Motion.  He  fates  the  Hardjhips  fujfered  from  the  Laws  of 
mifne  procefs  and  Execution.  The  Meafure  is  oppofed  by  Lord  Kenyon. 
Agitation  of  his  Lordfhip  in  confequence  of  bis  having  received  an  Anony¬ 
mous  Letter.  His  arguments  again]}  Lord  Moira’s  Motion*  -  The  Motion  is 
rejelled.  Clofe  of  the  Bcjfim. 


HiPHE  reader  having,  in  the  pre- 
^  ceding  chapters,  been  made 
acquainted  with  all  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  fedion,  was -done  by 
parliament,  relative  to  politics,  to 
military  and  naval  efforts*  to  fi¬ 
nance,  and  to  colonial  affairs,  there 
now  only  remains  for  us  to.  lay 
before  him  a  brief  fketch  of  the 
molt  prominent  of  thofe  legiflative 
ads  and  difeufilons  which  were 
entirely  devoted  to  regulate  or 
amend  fuch  objeds  as  are  exclu¬ 
sively  conneded  with  our  domedic 
fituation.  Ads  and  difcudions  of 
this  kind  afford,  indeed,  little 
feope  for  eloquence  and  wit,  but 
their  effed  is  deep  and  lading,  and 
it  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the 
annalid  not  to  pass  them  by  as  un¬ 
worthy  of  notice.  A  law,  which 
perhaps  moved  filently  through  the 
two  houfes,  and  confequentiy  was 
unnoticed  or  unknown  by  the  mul¬ 
titude,  will  often  produce  more 
effed  upon  the  public  happinefs 
and  welfare  than  ten  of  the  moft 
brilliant  vidories  that  ever  were 
achieved. 

Among  the  proceedings  of  a  do- 
medic  nature,  almod  the  drd  in 
point  of  time,  and  though  it  did 
not  give  rife  to  any  debate,  not 
the  lead  important  of  them,  was 
the  ftep  taken  by  Mr.  Abbot,  for 


the  beneficial  purpofe  of  procuring 
the  datutes  to  be  more  extend vely 
promulgated.  That  at  all  times 
the  laws  ought  to  be  generally 
known,  fo  that  no  individual  fhould 
be  able  to  plead  ignorance  of  the 
penal  confequences  which  they  at- 
taefrdo  his  mifeondud,  is  a  truth 
which  does  not  admit  of  difpute. 
But  their  complete  publicity  is 
doubly  needful,  when  they  become 
more  numerous  and  rigid,  and 
when,  from  circumdances  of  trade, 
revenue,  or  police,  they  render 
highly  criminal,  and  heavily  pu- 
nilhable,  many  adions  which,  ab- 
dradedly  conddered,  have  in  them 
little  or  nothing  of  moral  guilt. 
Concealed  laws  are  not  lefs  a  fnare 
and  an  oppreffion  than  thofe  which, 
by  the  doubtfulnefs  of  their  mean¬ 
ing,  delude  the  people  into  error. 

In  moving  for  a  “  committee 
to  enquire  into  the  mod  effedual 
means  of  promulgating  the  datutes 
of  the  realm,  and  to  report  their 
obfervations  thereupon, ”  Mr.  Ab¬ 
bot  dated  the  horrible  fad  that 
men  were  tried,  convided,  and  lod 
their  lives  according  to  the  tenor 
of  laws,  of  the  very  exidence  of 
which  they  were  in  ignorance.  As 
matters  now  dand,  added  he,  the 
magidrates  themfelves  do  not  even 
know  the  laws ;  yet  it  is  certainly 

true, 
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true,  that  magiftrates  there  are, 
who  have  been  frequently  obliged 
to  aft  under  the  unpromulgated 
ftatutes,  and  this  has  been  done, 
too,  to  the  great  inconvenience, 
nay  ruin,  of  fome  of  his  majefty’s 
fubjefts.  Nor  did  the  fault  reft 
with  the  magiftrates  ;  there  was  no 
magifterial  perverfion ;  the  evils, 
palpable  as  they  might  feem,  were 
the  natural  effeft  of  a  change  of 
times.  Formerly,  it  had,  he  faid, 
been  the  cuftora  for  the  fheriffs  to 
proclaim  in  their  refpeftive  dif- 
trifts  every  new  law  which  was 
made,  and  by  this  praftice  the 
country  was  confiderably  bene¬ 
fited.  He  did  not,  however, 
think  it  proper  to  fuggeft  the  re¬ 
medy  to  be  employed  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  but  left  it  to  the 
wifdom  of  thofe  whom  the  houfe 
fhould  appoint. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  who  fully  agreed 
in  all  the  fentiments  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  mover  ;  and  a  committee 
was  accordingly  chofen. 

The  refult  of  this  proceeding 
was  a  report,  on  which  was  ground¬ 
ed  a  feries  of  eight  refolutions. 
The  firft  and  principal  of  thefe  re¬ 
folutions,  of  which  the  next  fix 
were  elucidatory,  propofed  that, 
inftead  of  printing  and  diftributing 
as  heretofore,  only  1 126  copies  of 
the  ftatutes,  3550  copies  of  every 
public  and  general  ftatute  fhould 
henceforth  be  printed  and  diftribu- 
ted.  By  the  laft  refolution  it  was 
fuggefted  that  the  revival  of  ex¬ 
pired  ftatutes,  or  of  all  thofe  in¬ 
tended  to  be  revived,  fhould  be 
included  in  one  bill  j  that  the  title 
fhould  exprefs  the  caufe  of  the  reviv¬ 
ing  of  fuch  ftatutes,  and  Ihoulddefig- 
nate  them,  together  with  the  precife 
duration  of  their  continuance. '*  A 


more  effectual  cure  for  the  evil  com¬ 
plained  of  might,  doubtlefs,  have 
been  found  ;  but  it  cannot  be  de¬ 
nied  that  the  fteps  now  recom¬ 
mended  were  of  confiderable  uti¬ 
lity. 

When  he  moved  the  refolutions, 
Mr.  Abbot  lamented  that,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  willies  of  fome 
perfons,  whom  he  defcribed  as  men 
of  much  greater  parliamentary  ex¬ 
perience  than  himfelf,  he  had  been 
reluftantly  compelled  to  give  up 
his  idea  of  propofmg  a  reform  in 
the  diftion  of  legiftative  enact¬ 
ments.  With  undeniable  truth  he 
affirmed  that,  of  all  the  fpecimens 
which  we  pofteffed  of  the  Englilh 
language,parliamentary  diftion  was 
the  moll  perplexed.  The  operative 
fentence,  he  faid,  or  that  for  which 
a  claufe  was  introduced  into  a  bill, 
was  often  hidden  in  a  wildernefs 
of  words,  which  never  added  to, 
but  frequently  fo  confounded,  the 
fenfe,  as  to  render  the  whole  claufe 
totally  unintelligible;  and  thus  the 
intention  of  the  legislature  was 
many  times  totally  loft.  Indeed, 
the  legal  terms  of  our  jurifpru- 
dence  were  liable  to  this  objection, 
and  it  was  very  grievous,  inafmuch 
as  it  was  repeatedly  produftive  of 
endlefs  confufion.  Sincerely,  there¬ 
fore,  did  he  wi(h  that  this  fubjeft 
might  again  be  taken  up,  at  a  fu¬ 
ture  period.  The  legiftative  and  ju¬ 
dicial  phrafeology  of  the  ftates  of 
America,  though  not  perfeft,  came 
much  nearer  to  perfection  than  our 
own,  and  might,  he  was  of  opinion, 
be  advantageoufty  taken  as  a  model. 
In-  his  cenfure  Mr.  Abbot  was 
only  too  moderate.  Had  he  faid 
that  the  claufes  of  afts  of  parlia¬ 
ment  generally  bear  more  re- 
femblance  to  the  firings  of  words, 
collected  by  the  machine  which  is 
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defcribed  in  the  voyage  to  Laputa, 
than  they  bear  to  any  thing  indi¬ 
cative  of  reflection,  or  of  a  wifh 
to  convey  a  meaning,  he  would 
have  been  amply  borne  out  in  his 
afiertion  by  the  notoriety  of  the 
fad.- 

The  refolutions  were  carried, 
and,*  having  been  aflented  to  by 
the  houfe  of  peers,  were  ultimately 
converted  into  {landing  orders. 

In  the  laft  parliament  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  quakers,  in  certain 
cafes  of  tythe,  had  been  introduced 
by  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  and  had 
paffed  through  the  commons,  but 
had  been  laid  afide  in  the  lords,  on 
the  ground  that  the  feffion  was  too 
far  advanced  to  give  it  the  requi- 
fite  confideration.  He  now  once 
more  brought  forward  the  quellion 
in  the  lower  houfe.  The  firfl  ob¬ 
ject  of  this  bill,  as  of  the  former, 
was  to  fecure  the  perfons  of  qua¬ 
kers  from  an  imprisonment  which, 
in  fome  inftances,  had  operated  as 
perpetual  imprifonment,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  confcientious  fcru- 
ples  which  they  entertained  with 
refped  to  the  payment  of  tythes. 
As  the  law  now  flood,  their  per¬ 
fons  were  liable  in  all  tythe  de¬ 
mands  above  thefum  of  ten  pounds: 
the  mode  of  enforcing  fuch  de¬ 
mands  by  diftrefs  on  their  property 
not  being  allowed  where  thefum  was 
of  a  larger  amount.  He  propofed, 
therefore,  to  repeal  the  limitation, 
and  thus  give  the  power  of  levy¬ 
ing  on  the  property  for  claims  to 
any  extent  whatever.  Such  a  mode 
was,  he  obferved,  the  moll  bene¬ 
ficial  which  could  be  adopted  for 
all  parties  ;  as  it  enabled  the  one 
to  recover  his  demand,  while  to  the 
other  it  prevented  expence  in  re¬ 
filing  that  which  his  confluence 
compelled  him  to  reflfl.  The  A- 


cond  part  of  Mr.  Adair’s  bill  was 
an  addition  to  his  original  plan. 
It  was  a  provifion  to  legalize  the 
affirmation  of  quakers  in  criminal 
as  well  as  in  civil  caufes  ;  a  provi- 
flon  which  he  dated  to  be  highly 
neceflary.  The  inconvenience  of 
excluding  the  public  and  the  crown 
from  the  benefit  of  the  evidence  of 
quakers  had,  he  faid,  been  felt  by 
himfelf  in  a  great  criminal  court, 
and  by  all  thofe  who  were  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  adminift ration  of  juf- 
tice.  In  making  this  neceflary 
change,  no  boon  was  granted  to 
the  quakers,  whofe  principles  led 
them  to  Ih rink  from  any  thing, 
which  alteded  the  lives  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  many  of  whom  had,  to 
his  knowledge,  been  glad  to  fhelter 
fhemfelves,  under  the  reftridions 
of  the  ad,  from  appearing  in  pro- 
fecutions  where  their  evidence 
would  have  been  of  advantage  tor 
the  community.  It  was  the  inte- 
reft  of  juftice  which  required  that 
the  reftridion  fhould  be  done  away. 

Mr.  Adair  had  flattered  himfelf 
that  this  bill  would  pafs  through 
the  commons,  as  the  former  had 
done,  and  that  all  parties  would 
agree  in  its  principle  though  they 
might  differ  as  to  the  details.  In 
this,  however,  he  was  lamentably 
difappointed .  The  bill  was  iirong- 
ly  oppofed  on  its  firfl  introdudion, 
and  its  further  progrefs  was  car¬ 
ried  only  by  the  calling  vote  of 
the  fpeaker.  When  the  motion 
was  made  for  going  again  into  a 
committee, Mr.  Pierrepoint  oppofed 
the  motion,  not  by  any  laboured 
difplay  of  argument  or  eloquence, 
but  by  a  fweeping  unfupported  af- 
flrtion,  that  the  meafure  would  be 
produdive  of  the  molt  pernicious 
conflquences.  He  was  backed  by 
the  folicitor  general,  who  thought 
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proper  to  declare  his  intention  of 
oppoling  if  in  every  ftage,  becaufe 
it  feemed  to  him  to  be  calculated 
to  pick  the  pockets  of  one  fet  of 
men,  in  order  to  gratify  what  he 
was  pleafed  to  call  the  pretended 
fcruples  of  another.  The  maker  of 
the  rolls  and  the  attorney  general 
alio  joined  in  the  clamour  againft 
the  bill  ;  the  latter  declaring  that 
he  had  at  firft  entertained  fenti- 
ments  favourable  to  it,  but  that 
mature  invefligation  had  induced 
him  to  give  it  his  negative.  This 
hoftility  was  fuccefsful,  and  the 
bill  was  thrown  out  by  a  majority 
of  28  againft  1  2. 

A  bill,  which  promifed  to  be 
of  much  public  utility,  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  houfe  of  commons  by 
Mr.  Parker  Coke.  It  was  for  the 
purpofe  of  better  regulating  trials 
in  corporate  towns  by  permitting 
parties,  either  in  adions,  or  in¬ 
dictments,  to  have  the  caufes  tried 
in  the  county  at  large.  The 
grievances  which  this  bill  was  in¬ 
tended  to  remedy  had  been  long 
felt,  and  fome  of  the  higheft  legal 
authorities  had  expreifed  an  anxi¬ 
ous  wifh  that  a  remedy  might  be 
provided.  It  frequently,  Mr. 
Coke  faid,  happened  that,  in  towns 
poftefting  a  feparate  jurifdidion, 
the  prifons  were  overflowing  be¬ 
fore  the  magiftrates  applied  for  a 
commiffion  to  try  the  criminals. 
He  alfo  urged  another  reafon 
for  adopting  the  meafure.  It 
was  the  difficulty  in  many  cafes 

finding  jurors  who  would  ad 
with  perfed  impartiality.  In  a 
confined  neighbourhood  a  caufe  was 
in  a  manner  prejudged,  by  the  con- 
verfation  which  took  place  in  every 
alehoufe  refpeding  the  party  con¬ 
cerned.  A  fair  trial  was  thus  ren¬ 
dered  impoffible. 

So  far  the  foundnefs  of  Mr. 
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Coke’s  argument  may  be  fully 
admitted.  But  an  affertion,  which 
dropped  from  him  in  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech,  is  entitled  to  little  re- 
fped.  At  a  former  period,  when 
men,  he  faid,  were  better  than  they 
now  are,  it  was  perfedly  confid¬ 
ent  with  the  purpofes  of  juftice  to 
bring  men  to  trial  almoft  at  their 
own  doors.  This  idea  of  the  fu- 
perior  purity  of  paft  times  is  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  bafelefs  and 
vulgar  prejudice,  the  fallacy  of 
which  is  made  manifeft  by  the  con- 
clufive  evidence  of  hiftory.  This 
pradice  of  complimenting  former 
ages  at  the  expence  of  the  prefect 
has  always  exifted,  and,  though 
it  may  be  highly  poetical,  it  has 
not  a  fhadow  of  claim  to  the  praife 
of  being  infpired  by  philofophy. 
There  is,  in  truth,  fomething  ri¬ 
diculous,  or  rather,  perhaps,  dif- 
gufting,  in  the  dodrine  that  the 
diffufion  of  knowledge  is  fatal  to 
the  interefts  of  virtue.  This  was, 
however,  the  foie  inftance  in  which 
Mr.  Coke’s  fpeculations were  mark¬ 
ed  by  fuch  extravagance  of  error. 
His  bill  was  generally  approved 
of,  and  would  undoubtedly  have 
palled  the  houle  of  commons,  had 
not  he  himfelf  thought  proper  to 
withdraw  it  till  the  next  feffion, 
in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity 
of  confidering  it  more  minutely. 

After  the  ftrenuous  refiftance 
which  the  oppofition  had,  in  the 
laft  parliament,  made  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  t reafon  and  fedition 
bills,  and  the  deteftation  which 
they  had,  on  every  occafion,  ex- 
preffed  of  them  in  public,  it  was 
not  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  would 
fuffer  thofe  laws  to  remain  on  the 
ftatutebook  without  renewingtheir 
hoftility  againft  them.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  at  an  early  period  of  this 
feffion,  Mr.  Fox  gave  notice  that, 
3  after 
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after  theChriftmas  recefs  he  would 
move  for  their  repeal.  As  if  the 
very  name  of  them  were  hate¬ 
ful  to  him,  he  did  not  mention  them 
by  their  titles,  but  defignated  them 
as  the  ((  two  bills  of  the  laft  fdlion 
of  the  laft  parliament ;  bills  which 
were  too  remarkable  to  be  named 
more  particularly  ;  bills  which  had 
produced  fo  much  fenfation  in  the 
country,  and  fo  much  ferious  alarm 
to  every  conftitutional  mind.” 

It  was  not,  however,  till  the 
2$>th  of  May  that  Mr.  Fox  came 
forward  with  his  motion,  and  it  is 
rather  lingular  that  he  was  the 
only  fpeaker  on  his  fide  of  the 
queftion.  The  opposition,  never- 
thelefs,  muftered  their  ufual  ftrength 
when  the  houfe  divided. 

Great  as  was  his  abhorrence  of 
the  bills,  Mr.  Fox  did  not  allow 
it  to  ftimulate  him  to  any  undue 
vehemence  of  language.  His  fpeech 
was,  on  the  contrary,  calm  and  ar¬ 
gumentative  ;  yet  in  many  parts 
it  glowed  with  the  true  fpirit  of 
eloquence.  The  treafon  bill  was  the 
firft  to  which  he  referred ;  and  his 
leading  objeftion  was  that  it  unne- 
ceffarily  extended  the  ftatutes  of 
treafons,and  carried  them  to  a  length 
which  was  by  no  means  confident 
with  found  policy,  either  as  to  its 
avowed  objeft,  or  to  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  and  conftitution  of  the  realm. 
He  contended  that  the  memorable 
ftatute  of  Edward  the  third  was 
fufficient  to  prevent  the  crime  of 
treafon ;  that  it  was  a  law  rever¬ 
enced  by  the  people  for  its  regard 
to  juftice  ;  and  that  every  attempt 
to  deviate  from  it,  and  to  enlarge 
its  operation,  ferved  but  to  detract 
from  its  utility.  Laws  of  extreme 
and  uncalled  for  feverity  had,  he 
faid,  no  other  effeft  than  to  excite 
hatred  and  fufpicion  ;  and,  in  illus¬ 


tration  of  this,  he  alluded  to  fome 
of  the  laws  enafted  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  but  more  particularly 
to  others  which  palled  in  the  reign 
of  the  fecond  Charles  :  laws  which 
he  declared  were  held  up  by  hiftory 
to  the  indignation  of  mankind. 

There  was  alfo  another  part  of 
this  aft  which  he  contemplated 
with  nearly  equal  difguft.  It  was 
that  part  of  it  which  contained 
the  provilions  relative  to  political 
libels ;  provilions  by  which,  he 
faid,  judges  were,  in  cafe  of  a  fe¬ 
cond  conviftion,  authorized  to 
decree  punilhments  of  a  kind  fo 
barbarous,  as  to  {hock  the  heart  of 
man.  On  this  head  he  expatiated 
with  infinite  ere.'gy  and  feeling. 
When  you  look  back  in  our  annals, 
exclaimed  he,  to  the  fentences 
which  have  been  palled,  when  you 
refleft  on  the  prejudices  to  which 
the  frailty  of  our  nature  is  fubjeft, 
when  you  think  on  the  pofiibility 
that,  in  future  times,  judges  may 
be  as  fervile,  as  corrupt,  or  as 
cruel,  as  they  have  been  in  the 
paft,  you  will  perhaps  be  able  to 
form  an  accurate  eftimate  of  the 
charafter  of  a  law  which  gives 
them  the  power  to  inftift  a  punifh- 
ment  fo  dreadful  for  an  offence  fo 
indefinite  and  doubtful  as  that  of  a 
political  libel.  You  will  then  be¬ 
lieve  with  me  that  the  penal  inflic¬ 
tion  of  fine  and  imprifoninent  is 
fully  adequate  to  the  crime,  if 
crime  it  be,  of  publilhing  the  moll 
extravagant  political  opinion  as 
to  the  form  of  governing  a  com¬ 
munity.  He  urged  that,  had  this 
bill  been  in  force  a  century  ago, 
many  men,  whofe  talents  and  vir¬ 
tues  had  rendered  their  memory 
dear  and  facred  to  the  human. race, 
might  have  been  banilhed  to  the 
diftant  and  opprobrious  Ihores  of 
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Botany  Bay ;  might  have  been 
condemned  by  the  brutal  fentence 
of  an  iniquitous  judge  to  the  foci, 
ety  of  a  fet  of  men  whom  vice  had 
degraded,  and  crimes  of  every 
degree  of  enormity  had  expelled 
from  ail  rational  intercourfe  with 
man.  Probably  the  writings  of 
Locke,  which  had  enlightened  and 
elevated  his  country,  might  have 
doomed  him  to  this  horrible  exile. 
Nay,  at  a  much  more  recent  pe¬ 
riod,  was  it  quite  certain  that  Mr. 
Wilkes,  on  his  fecond  convidion, 
might  not  have  been  devoted  to 
this  terrible  fate.  Scotland  had 
afforded  a  mortifying  and  indubi¬ 
table  proof  of  the  willingnefs  of 
government  to  give  entire  effed 
to  this  kind  of  law.  He  pofitive- 
ly  denied,  however,  that  fuch  was 
the  law  of  Scotland  ;  and  he  ex- 
preffed  an  ardent  hope  that  fevere 
retribution  would  one  day  vifit 
thofe  who  had  dared  to  go  fo  far 
beyond  what  was  really  the  law. 
On  the  fubjed  of  the  Scotch  profe- 
cutions,  in  1 794>  difplayed,  • 
indeed,  more  warmth  than  in  any 
other  part  of  his  fpeech.  The 
bufferings  of  Mr.  Gerald  in  partic¬ 
ular,  he  depided  in  glowing  co¬ 
lours.  He,  neverthelefs,  candidly 
admitted  that  the  banifhed  indi¬ 
viduals  had,  in  fome  infiances  car¬ 
ried  their  dodrines  to  excefs. 

With  refped  to  the  ad  for  pre¬ 
venting  feditious  meetings  and  af- 
femblies,  he  argued  that  nothing 
could  be  more  impolitic  than  to 
narrow  the  right  of  petition  ;  which, 
on  the  contrary,  ought  to  be  as 
widely  extended,  and  made  as 
cafy ,  as  poffible.  But  fo  much 
trouble  did  it,  he  faid,  require  to 
comply  with  the  provifions  of  this 
act,  where  the  meeting  was  not 
lummoned  by  the  regular  magif. 
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trate,  that  it  was  next  to  an  im- 
pradicability  to  carry  the  exerci fe 
of  the  right  into  effed.  In  other 
infiances,  Iheriffs  had  the  power  of 
rendering  Iruitlefs  all  the  proceed¬ 
ings  which  had  taken  place,  anti 
even  of  refilling  to  allow  a  meet¬ 
ing  to  be  held.  What  benefit  could 
beexpeded  from  fuch  enadmqnts? 
They  could  not  stifle  the  feelings 
of  men,  nor  hinder  them  from  com¬ 
municating  thofe  feelings  to  each 
other.  No.  They  only  compelled 
them  to  refort  to  fecret  and  confe- 
quently  dangerous  affemblies.  Ire¬ 
land  was  a  finking  example  of  the 
truth  of  this.  Till  the  privilege  of 
freely  expreffing  opinion  was  in- 
fanely  attempted  to  be  controuled 
by  fevere  laws,  the  number  of  the 
difaffeded  was  c©mparatively  tri¬ 
fling.  That  this  ad  was  to  expire 
in  a  few  years  he  conlidered  as  no 
defence  of  it,  but  rather  as  an  infult. 

It  was  an  infult  to  teli  the  people 
that  when  every  thing  was  fmooth 
and  calm  they  might  meet  to  ap¬ 
plaud;  but  that  in  times  of  mif- 
fortune  they  muft  be  prohibited 
from  coming  together  to  deplore 
their  calamities,  and  confult  on 
the  remeay  for  them.  He  wound 
up  his  argument  by  reminding  his 
hearers  that  liberty  was  ftrength; 
and  that:  consequently,  if  we  wifh- 
ed  to  exert  ali  our  rational  energy, 
the  furefi  means  of  calling  forth 
that  energy  was  to  render  the  peo¬ 
ple  contented  and  free. 

^  I  he  motion  was  oppofed  by 
'vlr.  Serjeant  Adair,  major  Elford, 
colonel  Fullarton,  lord  Morpeth, 
Mr.  Eliifon  and  others. 

ivir.  Serjeant  Adair  flood  fore- 
moll  among  the  defenders  of  the 
bills;  and  his  fpeceh  was  temper¬ 
ate  in  manner,  and  replete  with 
argument.  He  vindicated  the  two 
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a$s  on  the  ftrong  ground  of  abfo- 
lute  neeeffiiy;  and  (hewed  that 
they  had  put  a  hop  to  thefe  machi¬ 
nations  which  were  carried  on  be¬ 
fore  their  exiftence.  He  alfo  made 
it  clear  that  Mr.  Fox  was  mif- 
taken  with  refpeft  to  the  (hackles 
which  the  fedition  bill  was  ima¬ 
gined  to  impofe  on  the  right  of 
petition  ;  no  conftitutional  meeting 
being  in  reality  prohibited,  or 
even  reftrained.  The  fuppofed 
operation  of  the  other  aft,  too, 
with  refpeft  to  libels,  he  proved 
to  be  an  error.  The  additional 
penalty  did  not  apply  to  the  general 
iubjeft  of  libel,  but  ftated  and 
defined  the  particular  afts  for 
which  it  was  inflicted.  It  was 
againft  that  particular  kind  of  fe¬ 
dition,  and  that  alone,  which,  if 

followed  bv  an  overt  aft,  would 
¥ 

have  amounted  to  treafon,  that 
the  law  applied.  As  to  the  repro¬ 
bated  fentences  which  had  been 
palled  in  Scotland,  they  were  fo¬ 
reign  to  the  prefen t  difculfion,  and 
he  might,  therefore,  allowably  pafs 
them  by  in  filence  :  but,  fince  they 
had  been  alluded  to,  he  would  afk 
whether  the  perfons  convifted  in 
that  country  had  really  been  trans¬ 
ported  for  crimes  arifmg  out  of 
their  exceftive  love  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Britifh  conflitution  ? 
Was  it,  he  wifhed  to  know,  iuch  a 
love  that  led  thofe  men  to  adopt 
the  language  and  the  forms  of  that 
national  convention  that  murdered 
their  king,  trampled  on  the  rights 
of  the  people,  abolifhed  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  and  fet  at  defiance 
every  maxim  of  humanity  and  juf- 
tice  ?  Was  it  fuch  a  love  that  in¬ 
duced  them  to  vote  a  refolution 

of  refinance  t0  an  Gf  the  legis¬ 

lature  which  formed  a  part  of  that 
conflitution  ?  Such  conduct  it  was 


that  rendered  the  two  afts  neceffa- 
ry ;  and,  though  he  trufled  they 
would  one  day  be  repealed,  he 
conceived  that  the  immediate  re¬ 
peal  would  be  an  unwife  and  dan¬ 
gerous  meafure. 

Similar  reafons  were  adduced 
by  the  other  fpeakers,  fome  of 
whom  criticized  with  much  Seve- 
rity  the  fentiments  and  aftions  of 
the  right  honourable  mover.  Co¬ 
lonel  Fullarton  declared  that,  for 
•the  lafl  four  years,  Mr.  Fox  had 
been  labouring  to  difgrace  the 
country  abroad,  and  to  divide  it 
at  home;  and  Mr.  Ellifon  added 
that  his  obvious  objeft  was  alfo  to 
bring  the  parliament  into  contempt. 

After  a  fpirited  reply  from  Mr, 
Fox,  in  which  he  infilled  on  many 
of  his  previous  arguments,  and  re¬ 
pelled  with  much  point  and  felicity 
of  language  the  charges  brought 
againft  him,  the  queftion  was  put, 
and  the  motion  was  negatived  by 
a  majority  of  208  ;  the  ayes  being 
52,  and  the  noes  260. 

For  all  the  calamities  under 
which  the  country  luffered  there 
was  one  remedy  which  the  party 
in  oppofition  never  failed  to  con- 
fider  as  infallible.  This  remedy 
was  a  reform  in  the  commons' 
houfe  of  parliament.  Since  the 
debate,  however,  in  1793,  this 
queftion  of  reform  had  only  been 
touched  upon  in  incidental  allu- 
lions.  It  was  now  regu-  - . 
larly  brought  forward  again  ^  J 
by  its  former  advocate  Mr, 

Grey.  In  his  fpeech  he  feemed 
to  aflume  the  charafter  of  attorney 
general  of  the  people  of  England, 
and  in  this  charafter  he  impeached 
the  houfe  of  commons  of  numerous 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours. 
According  to  his  ftatement,  the 
houfe  had,  for  a  very  long  Series 
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of  years,  fhamefully  violated  every 
one  of  its  duties,  and  had  now  not 
the  jflighteft  communion  of  intereft 
with  the  country.  This  alone 
had  been  the  caufe  of  all  the  na¬ 
tional  misfortunes.  Tnftead  of  at¬ 
tention  there  had  been  negligence ; 
inftead  of  enquiry  there  had  been 
confidence ;  in  head  of  controul 
there  had  been  obedience  ;  inflead 
of  economy  there  had  been  profu¬ 
sion.  A  reform  was,  therefore, 
indifpenfably  neceffary. 

By  the  plan  which  he  propofed 
no  more  members  were  to  be  elected 
than  there  now  were.  The  county 
members  alone  were  to  be  increa- 
fed  from  92  to  1 13.  In  apportion¬ 
ing  thefe  he  fuggefted  that,  inflead 
of  two  for  the  county  of  York  as 
at  prefen t,  there  fhould  be  two  for 
each  riding,  and  fo  in  other  coun¬ 
ties,  where  the  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  was  not  commenfurate  with 
the  population.  To  put  an  end  to 
compromifes,  each  county  or  riding 
was  to  be  divided  into  grand  di- 
vifions,  each  of  which  was  to  re¬ 
turn  one  member.  Inftead  of  con¬ 
fining  the  privilege  of  an  ele&or 
to  freeholders,  he  wifhed  to  extend 
it  to  copyholders,  and  to  all  leafe- 
holders  who  were  bound  to  pay  a 
certain  annual  rent  for  a  certain 
term  of  years.  With  refpedl  to 
the  remaining  four  hundred  mem¬ 
bers,  it  was  his  plan  that  all  per- 
fons  who  were  houfeholders  fhould 
have  a  right  to  vote  for  them.  If 
pofiible,  no  perfon  was  to  be  fuffer- 
ed  to  vote  for  more  than  one  mem¬ 
ber  ;  and,  to  prevent  expence,  the 
poll  was  to  be  taken  at  one  time 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Three 
years  was  the  period  which  he 
thought  would  be  proper  for  the 
duration  of  parliament.  Into  the 
fubordinate  details  he  did  not  at 
Vol.  XXXIX. 
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this  moment  think  it  needful  to 
enter;  as  he  only  meant  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  which 
fhould  lie  over  for  difcuflion  till 
the  enfuing  feffion. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Erfkine,  who,  in  a  vehement 
fpeeeh,  accufed  the  minifters  of 
being  guilty  of  corruption,  tyran¬ 
ny,  and  many  other  enormous 
crimes ;  and  the  houfe  of  commons 
of  being  their  willing  accomplice. 

The  lead  in  oppofing  the  motion 
was  taken  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  As  Mr.  Grey  had 
mainly  relied  on  the  circumftance 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  not  fpeak- 
ing  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  Mr. 
Pitt  bent  much  of  his  argument  to 
prove  the  falfity  of  this  opinion. 
He  maintained  that  never  at  any 
period  had  parliament  pofTeffed 
more  than  it  now  did  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  people,  never  fpoken 
more  unequivocally  their  fenti- 
ments ;  and,  as  an  irrefragable 
proof  of  this,  he  adduced  the  refult 
of  the  recent  elections  in  the 
counties  and  in  populous  cities. 
In  all  of  thefe,  after  a  fair  poll, 
thofe  members  had  been  returned 
who  approved  of  the  meafures  of 
government.  With  regard  to  the 
plan  itfelf,  he  declared  that  there 
were  many  objections  to  it,  one  of 
which  was  that  it  approached  to 
the  plan  of  univerfal  fuffrage.  The 
experiment  propofed  was,  he  faid, 
new,  exterifive,  overturning  all  the 
ancient  fyftem,  and  in  its  room 
fubftituting  fomething  which  was 
unrecommended  either  by  theore¬ 
tical  or  practical  advantage.  He 
likewife  forcibly  contended  that, 
were  the  plan  acceded  to,  it  would 
not  put  a  flop  to  fchemes  of  inno¬ 
vation  ;  fince,  extenfive  as  it  was, 
it  was  far  from  fufficiently  exter.- 
l^J  fiv 
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five  to  fatisfy  thofe  who  looked  to 
nothing  Ihort  of  the  fubverfion  of 
all  exifting  eftablilhments.  They 
were  not  to  be  propitiated  by  any 
fuch  half  facrifices.  On  the  whole, 
he  denied  that  there  was  any  ne- 
cefiity  for  the  fuggefted  change,  or 
that  any  change  was  defired  by  a 
vaft  majority  of  the  people. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by 
fir  Francis  Burdett,  who,  in  a  ve¬ 
hement  harangue,  predifted  a  re¬ 
volution,  by  fir  R.  Kill,  Mr.'  Mil- 
banke,  Mr. Sheridan,  Mr.W -Smith, 
Mr.  Pollen,  fir  W.  Do! ben,  and 
others.  It  wa.s  oppofed  by  lord 
Hawkefbury,  Mr.  R.  Thornton,  fir 
W.  Grey,  fir  W.  Young,  fir  G.  P. 
Turner,  and  Mr.  Barham.  There 
were,  however,  feveral  lhades  of 
difference  in  the  opinions  of  its  op¬ 
ponents.  Sir  W.  Geary  merely 
difapproved  of  the  plan,  and  Mr. 
Barham,  though  friendly  to  reform, 
thought  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
undertaken  at  this  period  ;  while 
lord  Hawkefbury,  fir  W.  Young, 
and  fir  G.  P.  Turner,  declared  their 
utter  difiike  of  any  alteration  that 
could  poffibly  be  propofed. 

The  rear  of  the  debate  was  clofed 
by  Mr.  Fox,  who  had  feldom  dif- 
played  his  wonderful  talents  to 
greater  advantage  than  on  this  oc- 
eafion.  Every  argument  that  could 
be  urged  in  favour  of  a  reform  was 
brought  forward  by  him,  and  placed 
in  the  moil  feduftive  point  of  view. 
Of  the  former  language  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  fler,  and  the  change  which'  had 
taken  place  in  it,  he  availed  him- 
felf  to  the  full  eft  extent.  With 
refpeft  to  the  plan  now  before  the 
houfe,  he  conceived  it  to  be  unex¬ 
ceptionable  ;  as  it  neither  went  be- 
yorid  nor  fell  Ihort  of  the  mark. 
In  his  eyes  one  of  its  merits  was, 


that  it  did  not  go  fo  far  as  univerfal 
fuffrage.  Againft  the  plan  of  uni¬ 
verfal  fuffrage  he  himfelf  entered  a 
ftrong  proteft,  as  conferring  on  in¬ 
dividuals  the  power  of  drawing 
forth  numbers,  who,  without  deli¬ 
berating,  would  aft  implicitly  on 
the  will  of  thofe  by  whom  they 
were  thus  arrayed. 

On  a  divifion  the  motion  was 
loft  by  a  majority  of  165;  the  ayes 
being  91,  the  noes  256. 

Nearly  at  the  clofe  of  the  fefiion, 
an  aft  was  palled  to  ftiorten  the  no¬ 
tice  given  for  calling  the  parlia¬ 
ment  together.  Hitherto  forty 
days  notice  had  been  neceffary ; 
the  time  was  now  contrafted  to 
fourteen  days.  The  bill  was 
brought  in  by  lord  Grenville,  who 
confidered  the  change  as  rather 
tending  to  amend  the  conftitution, 
and  add  to  the  popular  weight  in 
the  fcale,  than  to  violate  the  one, 
or  diminifh  the  other.  Claufes 
were  alfo  introduced  to  remove 
fome  doubts  which  had  arifenonthe 
true  meaning  of  the  ftatute  of  queen 
Anne,  relative  to  the  affembling  a 
new  parliament  on  the  demife  of 
the  crown. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  objec¬ 
tions  were  ftarted  to  the  meafure 
by  Mr.  Wigley,  and  fir  W.  Pul- 
teney.  The  latter  divided  the 
houfe  on  it  in  its  laft  ftage,  but 
was  left  in  a  minority.  He  con¬ 
tended  that  it  would  put  the  par¬ 
liament  on  the  footing  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  force,  liable  to  be  called  out 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  minifter ; 
that-  thus  it  would  prevent  men  of 
fortune  from  defiring  a  feat ;  that 
it  would  prevent  members  from 
going  abroad  ;  and  that  it  ought 
not  to  have  originated  with  the 
peers.  The  futility  of  thefe  ob- 

jeftion& 
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je&ions  was  {hewn  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  a  brief 
fpeech,  which,  however,  combined 
argument  with  much  ineffective 
pleafantry  of  language  and  allulion. 

Among  the  multitudinous  fub- 
jetfs  relative  to  domeftic  concerns, 
which  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
legiflature,  there  is,  perhaps,  no 
one  more  important,  or  more  in¬ 
tricate,  than  that  of  the  poor  laws. 
The  burthen  impofed  by  fhefe  laws 
is  likewife  one  of  the  heavieft 
which  is  borne  by  the  public.  To 
■do  juft  ice  to  this  momentous  quef- 
tion  requires  no  common  (hare  of 
information  and  of  found  judgment. 
It  is  not  one  which  can  be  care- 
lelbly  touched  without  material  in¬ 
jury.  We  have  fecn,  in  the  laft 
volume,  that,  on  the  reje&ion  of  a 
bill  framed  by  Mr.  Whitbread, 
Mr.  Pitt  pledged  himfelf  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  reform  on  this  head,  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill ; 
which,  however,  the  preffure  of 
bufinefs  prevented  him  from  carry¬ 
ing  forward.  On  the  twelfth  of 
December  he  again  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  it  in,  which  was  of  courfe 
granted.  His  intention  at  pre- 
fen  t,  he  faid,  was  only  to  propole 
that  it  (hould  be  read  a  firft  and 
fecond  time,  that  it  might  go  into 
the  committee,  where  the  blanks 
would  be  filled  up.  It  would  then 
be  printed  before  the  holidays,  in 
order  that  during  the  recefs  it 
might  be  circulated  in  the  country, 
and  undergo  a  ferious  and  mature 
inveftigation. 

This  bill  conlifted  of  fifty-three 
claufds.  The  moft  remarkable  of 
them  enabled  the  purchafing  In  cer¬ 
tain  cafes  of  a  cow  or  other  ufeful 
animal  for  poor  perfons,  to  be  paid 
for  out  of  the  rates;  the  eftablifh- 


ment  of  parochial  funds,  from  fub- 
feriptions,  contributions,  and  aid 
out  of  the  rates,  to  be  applied  for 
the  relief  of  lick,  infirm,  and  aged 
fubferibers ;  and  the  fetting  the 
poor  to  work,  and  inftrudting  chil¬ 
dren,  in  houfes  of  induftry,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  principle  of  the  43d  of 
Elizabeth.  By  the  fourth  claufe 
it  was  provided  that  no  perfon 
fhould  be  excluded  from  parochial 
relief  on  account  of  the  poffeffion  of 
any  tenement  or  cottage,  or  of  any 
other  vifible  property,  if  it  did 
not  exceed  the  value  of  thirty 
pounds,  and  confifted  of  tools,  im¬ 
plements,  furniture,  apparel,  or 
other  neceffaries.  Another  claufe 
forbad  the  removal  of  a  poor  indi¬ 
vidual  from  the  parifh  in  which  he 
refided,  on  the  plea  of  any  tempo¬ 
rary  difability  or  ficknefs  of  him¬ 
felf  or  his  family.  Vifitors  of  the 
poor  were  ordered  to  be  appointed 
by  the  quarter  feftions,  to  which 
office  members  of  parliament,  juf- 
tices  of  peace,  and  perfons  in  holy 
orders,  were  declared  to  be  eligible. 

During  the  recefs  a  few  peti¬ 
tions  were  obtained  againft  the  bill. 
When  the  report  came  to  be  confi- 
dered,  on  the  27th  of  February, 
Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Sheridan 
declared  their  hoftility  to  the  mea- 
fure ;  the  firft  in  moderate  terms, 
the  latter  with  extreme  bitternefs. 
Mr.  Whitbread  only  objected  to  it 
as  complicated  ;  but  Mr.  Sheridan 
ftigmatized  it  as  fo  foul  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  entertained  for  a 
fingle  moment.  It  was,  he  affirm¬ 
ed,  a  libel  on  the  rich,  and  a  libel 
on  the  induftry  of  the  country. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid  a  few  words  in  reply,  and  in¬ 
timated  his  intention  of  fhortly 
fixing  a  day  for  the  debate.  The 
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confideration  of  the  report  was, 
however,  deferred ;  and,  as  Mr. 
Pitt  was  afterwards  fully  occupied 
with  more  prefling  objeds,  the  bill 
was  fufFered  to  fall  to  the  ground. 

The  means  of  fupplying  that  de¬ 
ficiency  in  the  fubfiftence  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  which  arofe  from  the  fcantinefs 
of  the  harveft  of  1795’,  occupied  in 
this  feflion,  as  it  had  done  in  the 
hit,  a  confiderable  lhare  of  par¬ 
liamentary  attention ;  though  no¬ 
thing  worthy  the  name  of  a  debate 
at  any  time  occurred.  The  exit¬ 
ing  ad,  to  encourage  the  import 
and  prohibit  the  export  of  grain, 
was  continued  at  an  early  period 
.  of  the  feafon.  At  a  later  period, 
however,  the  agricultural  profpeds 
of  the  kingdom  had  fo  much  im¬ 
proved  that  another  ad  was  palled, 
to  repeal  that  part  of  it  which  re¬ 
lated  to  barley,  oats,  peafe  and 
beans.  On  this  occafion  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  ineflfedually  oppofed  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  barley,  on  the  ground 
that  the  brewers  had  of  late  been 
lofers  to  a  great  extent  by  their 
trade.  It  had  been  urged  in  the 
committee,  by  Mr.  Coke,  that,  if 
the  bill  did  not  pafs,  the  growers 
©f  barley  in  Norfolk  would  fufFer 
materially.  To  this  it  was  replied 
by  Mr.  Whitbread,  that  the  houfe 
was  not  legillating  folely  for  Nor¬ 
folk,  but  for  the  country  at  large. 
Yet,  in  the  fame  breath,  with  a 
ftrange  inconfiftency,  he  contended 
that  barley  ought  to  be  excluded 
from  the  bill,  that  the  brewers 
might  indemnify  themfelves  by 
purchafing  it  cheaper. 

In  the  hope  of  producing  feme 
benefit  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis,  Mr.  alderman  Anderfon 
brought  in  an  ad  to  amend  the 
laws  of  aflize.  The  objed  of  it 
was  to  prevent  the  pradices  which 


were  notorioufly  ufed  to  keep  up 
the  prices  of  corn  on  the  day  on 
which  the  return  is  made  that  re¬ 
gulates  the  aflize  of  bread.  It  was 
drawn  up  with  much  care  ;  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  fandion  of  parliament ; 
but  proved  as  infufficient  as  former 
laws  had  done  to  accomplilh  its 
purpofe. 

In  confequence  of  the  recent 
fcarcity ,  large  importations  of  grain 
had  been  made  by  the  merchants ; 
the  efFed  of  which  naturally  was 
to  caufe  a  fall  in  the  price  of  corn, 
by  which  fome  of  them  fuftained 
confiderable  lofs.  Mr.  Ltifhing- 
ton,  therefore,  moved  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  fhould  be  appointed,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  amount  of  their  lofles, 
and  confider  the  means  of  indemni¬ 
fying  them.  Government,  he  faid, 
had  encouraged  them  to  fpeculate, 
and  for  that  reafon  it  was  an  ad  of 
juftice  to  relieve  them.  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  was  the  only  member  who 
fpoke,  and  he  contented  himfelf 
with  afking  one  pointed  queftion. 
Hedefired  to  know  whether,  if  the 
laft  harveft  had  failed,  and  the 
price  of  corn  had  rifen,  the  mer¬ 
chants  would  have  given  up  to  the 
public  any  part  of  their  profits  ? 
To  this  Mr.  Lulhington  would  not 
venture  to  reply  in  the  affirmative. 
The  committee  was  appointed;  but 
fortunately  it  was  not  guilty  of 
the  wafte  of  the  public  treafure 
which  the  honourable  mover  re¬ 
commended. 

With  a  patriotic  view  to  the 
augmentation  of  our  agricultural 
refources,  Sir  John  Sinclair  again 
turned  his  attention  towards  a  1'ub- 
jed  in  which,  during  the  late  par¬ 
liament,  he  had  been  extremely 
adive.  On  the  twenty-fecond- of 
March  he  moved  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
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means  of  promoting  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  wafte  lands, 
common  fields,  paftures  and  other 
arable  lands  which  were  then  un¬ 
productive.  In  the  brief  fpeech 
by  which  he  prefaced  his  propofi- 
tion  he  ftated  that,  in  the  years 
1 795  an^  I79^>  we  bad  been  un¬ 
der  the  neceffity  of  importing  one 
million  of  quarters  of  wheat,  which 
coft  three  millions  fterling ;  and 
which,  having  been  chiefly  paid  for 
in  cafh,  had  contributed  to  the 
prefent  alarming  fcarcity  of  fpecie. 
The  faCt  of  fpecie  having  been 
fent  out  of  the  country  for  this 
purpofe  was,  however,  controverted 
by  fir  William  Puiteney,  who  con¬ 
tended  that  the  payments  had  been 
made  in  bullion,  and  that  the  remit¬ 
tances  to  the  emperor  had  caufed  the 
fcarcity  of  gold.  The  committee 
was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

The  refult  was  a  report  from  the 
committee,  recommending  an  aCl 
to  facilitate  a  general  inclofure. 
In  confequence  of  fome  objections 
which  the  folicitor  general  made 
to  the  whole  being  included  in  one 
bill,  fir  John  Sinclair  propofed  two 
bills.  The  objeCt  of  the  firft  of 
thefewas  the  dividing  and  inclofing 
wafte  lands,  by  agreement  of  the 
parties  jnterefted  therein ;  and  of 
the  fecond,  the  enabling  any  perfon 
or  perfons  who  might  be  entitled 
to  wafte  lands,  to  inclofe  and  allot 
the  fame  in  feveralty. 

The  latter  bill  was  afterwards 
poftponed  till  next  feffion  by  the 
honourable  mover.  The  former 
paflfed  through  the  lower  houfe, 
with  only  a  folitary  remark  on  it 
from  fit  William  Dolben,  who  difr 
approved  of  the  meafure,  on  the 
ground  that  the  price  of  provifion 
w.as  enhanced  by  enclofures.  In 
the  upper  houfe,  however,  the  hof- 


tility  of  the  lord  chancellor  was 
fatal  to  it.  Declaring  himfelf  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  principle  of  general 
inclofure,  he,  neverthelefs,  thought 
that  this  bill  ought  to  be  rejected, 
as  being  full  of  abfurdities  and  im¬ 
practicabilities,  feveral  of  which  he 
pointed  out.  It  was  accordingly 
thrown  out,  without  a  divifion. 

With  equal  benevolence  of  in¬ 
tention,  but  with  a  more  doubtful 
policy,  an  attempt  was  made  by 
Mr.  Mainwaring  to  prevent  the 
practice  of  foreftalling  and  regrating 
live  cattle;  to  which  practice  he 
attributed  the  high  price  of  butch¬ 
er's  meat.  On  the  authority  of  a 
committee,  which  fate  during  the 
laft  feffion,  he  Hated  that  there  ex- 
ifted  three  clafles  of  men,  termed 
jobbers,  regraters,  ar.d  foreftallers. 
It  was  the  buftnefs  of  the  iirft  of 
thefe  clafles  to  travel  over  the 
grazing  countries,  and  buy  up  large 
quantities  of  cattle,  which  were 
frequently  jobbed  over  again  three 
or  four  times  before  they  reached 
London.  Thefe  men  carried  their 
operations  to  fuch  an  extent  as  to 
have  the  complete  controul  of  the 
market.  One  of  them  had,  he  faid, 
cleared  not  lefs  than  two  thoufand 
pounds  in  the  year  1795,  by  job¬ 
bing  in  oxen.  The  regraters  were 
thofe  who  went  to  market  early, 
bought  up  the  cattle,  and,  after 
merely  leading  them  acrofs  the 
market,  fold  them  ftngly  to  butch¬ 
ers.  Foreftalling  he  ftated  to  be 
performed  by  the  carcafs  butcher, 
who  went  ten  or  twenty  miles  from 
the  metropolis  to  meet  the  great 
dealers,  of  whom  he  purchafed 
one  half  of  the  drove,  and  fent 
them  to  private  (laughter  houfes  ; 
by  which  means  there  was  appa*- 
rently  a  fcarcity  of  cattle  in  Smith- 
field,  and  the  price  was  confe. 
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quently  enhanced.  He,  therefore, 
moved  for  a  bill  to  prevent  thefe 
practices.  That,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  trade  ought  not  to  be  reftriCted 
he  was  ready  to  admit ;  but  in  the 
prefent  cafe  the  rule,  he  thought, 
did  not  hold  ;  it  being,  as  he  con¬ 
ceived,  the  duty  of  the  houfe  to 
adopt  meafures  by  which  the  price 
of  fueh  articles  might  be  kept  as 
low  as  poflible. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
alderman  Combe,  and  leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Some  objections  were  made,  on 
the  fecond  reading,  by  Mr.  Haw¬ 
kins  Browne  and  others ;  but  the 
bill  was,  nevertheless,  committed. 
It  remained  dormant  nearly  a 
month,  and,  on  the  houfe  being  at 
length  moved  to  go  into  a  Com¬ 
mittee  on  it,  a  ftrenuous  oppofition 
was  made  to  it  by  fir  William  Pul- 
teney,  who  denied  that  the  rife  of 
butcher’s  meat  was  caufed  by  fore- 
ftaliing,  mentioned  various  circum- 
ftances  by  which  it  had  really  been 
caufed,  reprobated  ftatutes  which 
fiiackled  trade,  and  pointed  out  the 
worthleflnefs  of  the  evidence  which 
had  been  colle&ed  to  juftify  this 
meafure.  In  his  opinion  the  jobber 
was  an  advantage.  By  trading  to 
a  large  extent  he  could  do  it  on 
lefs  profit,  and  thus  bring  the  cat¬ 
tle  to  market  cheaper  than  it  could 
be  done  by  the  farmer.  If  the 
bufinefs  of  a  jobber  furnifhed  fuch 
large  profits  as  had  been  afferted, 
it  would  foon  be  overftccked,  and 
would  find  its  own  level.  The 
jobber,  it  was  true,  might  fome- 
times  buy  cheap  and  fell  dear;  but 
it  like  wife  often  happened  the 
other  way  :  at  one  time  they  gain¬ 
ed,  at  another  they  loft.  On  the 
abfurdity  of  one  of  the  claufes, 
which  enaCted  that  no  man  fhould 


fell  cattle  again  till  they  had  bees 
fourteen  days  in  his  poflefiion,  he 
made  fome  forcible  remarks.  This 
retention,  he  faid,  could  obvioufty 
be  complied  with  only  by  the  rich 
grazier  who  could  bear  the  expence, 
to  the  prejudice  of  other  dealers 
and  of  the  public.  He,  therefore, 
opposed  the  fpeaker  leaving  the* 
chair,  in  which  he  was  feconded 
by  Mr.  B.  Edwards. 

The  bill  was  defended  by  Mr. 
Tierney,  Mr.  Baftard,  Mr.  Main- 
waring  and  others,  who,  however, 
urged  nothing  more  in  its  favour 
than  Mr.  Mainwaring  had  already 
ftated.  On  a  divifion,  a  majority 
of  eleven  appeared  for  the  further 
confideration  of  the  bill. 

Hitherto  it  feems  to  have  ex¬ 
cited  but  little  attention.  Mr. 
Dundas  now,  however,  fet  his  face 
decidedly  againft  it.  On  the  day 
before  it  was  again  to  be  debated, 
he  exprefled  his  hope  that  there 
would  not  be  a  thin  attendance  on 
‘  fo  important  an  occafion.  When 
the  debate  came  on  he  oppofed  the 
bill  ftrongly,  as  likely  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  ferioufly  prejudicial  ef¬ 
fects.  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  followed 
him,  and  declared  it  to  be  fo  to¬ 
tally  objectionable,  arid  fo  incapa¬ 
ble  of  being  modified,  that  he  would 
oppofe  it  in  all  its  ftages.  It 
would,  he  faid,  operate  as  a  re- 
ftri&ion  on  trade  and  agriculture, 
and  of  courfe  tend  to  enhance  ra¬ 
ther  than  reduce  the  price  of  pro- 
vifions. 

In  confequence  of  this  hoftility, 
Mr.  Mainwaring  abandoned  ail 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  related 
to  jobbing.  This  facrifice  did  not 
fave  the  reft.  On  the  order  of  the 
day  being  read  to  take  the  report 
into  confideration,  Mr.  Dundas 
again  attacked  the  bill,  and  moved 
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that  it  fhould  be  read  on  that  day 
three  months.  He  was  joined  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Van- 
fit tart  and  others,  who  confidered 
the  meafure  as  founded  on  an  obfo. 
lete  prejudice,  fcarcely  more  ra¬ 
tional  than  that  of  witchcraft,  and 
as  calculated  to  produce  infinitely 
feverer  evils  than  thofe  which  it 
alleged  to  exift.  Little  was  faid 
in  behalf  of  it  by  its  advocates, 
and  on  a  divifion  the  bill  was 
thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  thirty- 
nine  againft  feven. 

Undeterred  by  the  failure  of  his 
paft  benevolent  efforts,  lord  Moira, 
at  an  early  period,  gave  notice  of 
his  intention  once  more  to  brinp- 
before  the  houfe  the  fubjeft  of  the 
debtor  and  creditor  laws.  On  a 
fubfequent  day  he  more  fully  ex¬ 
plained  his  objeft.  It  was  not,  he 
faid,  a  temporary  infolvent  bill 
that  he  meant  to  propofe ;  for  fuch 
a  meafure  he  held  to  be  a  fraud  on 
the  public,  and  a  great  evil.  It 
was  his  obj eft  to  expunge  from  the 
law  books  what  he  confidered  as  a 
difgrace  to  their  pages,  and  to  put 
on  them  an  improved  fyftem  of 
legal  regulations,  which  fhould 
equally  tend  to  proteft  the  cre¬ 
ditor,  and  to  relieve  the  honeft 
but  unfortunate  debtor. 

1  he  lord  chancellor  being  ill, 
the  motion  of  lord  Moira  was,  at 
the  requeft  of  lord  Kenyon,  repeat¬ 
edly  poftponed.  The  noble  lord, 
who  pleaded  for  delay,  feemed  to 
think  it  to  be  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  that  as  many  of  the  law 
peers  as  poffible  fhould  alii  ft  at  the 
difcuffion.  It  may,  however,  well 
be  doubted  whether,  on  fuch  an 
occafion,  the  abfence  of  thofe  peers 
would  not  be  an  advantage.  The 
queftion  of  the  debtor  laws  is  not 
a  narrow  and  technical  queftion, 


which  requires  only  the  knowledge 
of  a  fpecial  pleader ;  but  is  one  of 
general  policy,  which  can  be  exa¬ 
mined,  and  heft  examined,  by  an 
enlarged  and  liberal  mind.  The 
quibbles  and  fubtlefies  of  lawyers 
are  more  likely  to  darken  than  to 
elucidate  a  fubjeft  of  this  nature. 
In  addition  to  this,  it  may  juftly 
be  urged,  that  there  feems  in  a  long 
praftice  of  legal  forms,  and  of  deal¬ 
ing  in  penal  infliftions,  to  be  fome- 
thing  which  has  a  tendency  to 
harden  the  heart,  as  well  as  to  con- 
tfaft  the  judgment.  The  difpenfer 
of  the  laws  at  length  acquires  a 
large  fhare  of  the  ievere  inflexi¬ 
bility  of  the  law  itfelf.  For  weak- 
nefs  and  misfortune  he  almoft  ceafes 
to  make  any  allowance,  and  is  apt 
to  confound  them  both  with  hard¬ 
ened  guilt.  He  naturally,  too, 
abhors  a  change  in  the  object  which 
he  has  for  years  been  in  the  habit 
of  venerating  as  the  perfection  of 
human  wifdom.  It  even  appears 
that  there  are  individuals  of  this 
kind,  who  contemplate  the  ftatute 
till  they  love  it  ior  its  own  fake, 
rather  than  for  the  fake  of  the  ob- 
jeft  which  it  was  intended  to  at¬ 
tain  ;  thus  afting  like  the  blind 
and  ignorant  idolaters,  who,  inftead 
of  raifmg  their  thoughts  to  the  di¬ 
vinity,  attach  an  idea  of  fanftity 
to  the  wood  or  ftone  which  is  de¬ 
igned  to  reprefent  him.  Such  men 
may  with  fuccefs  be  reforted  to  for 
an  explanation  of  the  letter  of  the 
lavv  ;  but  its  fpirit  miift  be  ex¬ 
plained  by  others.  That  many 
exceptions  to  this  rule  have  exifted, 
that  fome  do  exift,  is  beyond  a 
doubt ;  but  the  truth  of  the  rule 
can  be  difputed  only  by  the  moft 
profound  ignorance,  or  the  moft 
obftinate  prejudice. 

A-s  the  lord  chancellor  ftiil  re- 
[Oft]  mained 
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mained  unable  to  attend  his  duty, 
lord  Moira  determined  no  longer 
to  put  off  his  motion.  On  the 
twenty-fixth  of  March  he  moved 
for  a  committee,  to  enquire  into 
the  practice  and  effedof  imprison¬ 
ment  for  debt,  and  to  report  there¬ 
upon  to  the  houfe.  At  the  outfet 
of  his  argument  he  repeated  his  ex? 
prcffionsof  diflike  to  infolvent  ads, 
as  being  a  clumfy  remedy,  never 
reforted  to  without  producing  a 
certain  inconvenience  to  trade  in 
genera],  and  material  injury  to  the 
lioneft  creditor.  It  was,  he  faid, 
his  with  to  obtain  a  committee,  on 
the  report  of  which  fome  durable 
amelioration  of  the  prefent  fyftem 
might  be  grounded.  Laws,  it  had 
been  obfcrved  by  lord  chief  juftice 
Coke,  Should  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
to  fecure  to  themfelves  the  moil 
reverential  obedience.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  the  cafe  with  the 
debtor  laws.  Into  a  difcuffion  of 
the  demerits  of  the  whole  of  them 
he  declined  at  this  moment  to  enter ; 
and,  in  order  to  fhcw  the  neceflity 
of  a  reform,  referred  only  to  the 
mode  in  which  arrefts  by  mefne 
procefs,  and  executions,  were  con¬ 
ducted.  By  the  former  procefs, 
the  perfon  who  was  the  fubjed  of 
arreft  might  be  thrown  into  a  jail 
without  a  debt  being  proved.  He 
might  remain  there  feven  months 
before  the  declaration  of  the  plaintiff 
was  given  in,  and  live  months 
longer  before  the  fuit  was  brought 
to  trial ;  during  which  time  there 
was  no  legal  provifion  made  for 
his  cloathing  and  fuftenance.  Even 
after  a  fuccefsful  trial  he  could  not 
be  liberated  without  fuing  for  his 
enlargement,  which  required  means 
that  perhaps  were  not  in  his  pof- 
fcllion.  In  this  refped  he  ftood  in 


a  worfe  fituation  than  the  felon  who 
was  accufed  of  the  moll  atrocious 
crimes.  Thefe  fads  alone,  his  lord- 
fhip  faid,  were  fufficient  to  make 
manifeft  the  propriety  of  that  en¬ 
quiry  for  which  he  called.  To 
give  additional  ftrength,  however, 
to  his  arguments,  he  proceeded  to 
prove  that  the  law  refpeding  exe¬ 
cutions  was  no  lefs  defedive,  and 
that  it  was  at  once  injurious  to  the 
deb  tor  and  to  the  creditor.  Nor  was 
this  all.  It  was  notorious  that  the 
vileft  abufes  were  committed  by 
attorneys,  jailors,  and  turnkeys, 
which  the  law  as  it  now  ftood 
could  not  prevent,  and  which  might 
not  even  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  judges,  or  of  thofe  who  were 
authorized  to  check  and  to  punilb 
fuch  abufes.  He,  therefore,  trufted 
that  the  houfe  would  confent  to  hi§ 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee. 

Lord  Kenyon  was  the  opponent 
of  this  meafure.  The  major  part 
of  his  fpeech  was,  however,  occu¬ 
pied  by  vehement  proteftations  of 
his  own  innocence,  refpeding  4 
charge  which  had  been  made  againft 
him,  in  an  anonymous  letter,  of 
avaricioully  participating  in  the 
produce  of  the  extortions  pradifed 
by  the  turnkeys  and  other  fubaltern 
agents  of  juftice.  With  marks  of 
the  deepeft  agitation  of  mind,  nay 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  repeat¬ 
edly  intreated  that  a  committee 
might  be  chofen  to  examine  into 
his  condud.  But  the  peers  were 
of  opinion  that  his  known  charac¬ 
ter  for  probity  was  a  fufficient  re¬ 
futation  of  the  charge,  which  was 
too  contemptible  for  notice.  /  There 
can,  indeed,  be  no  doubt  whatever 
that  his  lordfhip  was  incapable  of 
the  crime  thus  attributed  to  him. 

Having 
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Having  given  vent  to  his  feel¬ 
ings,  he  turned  to  confider  -the 
queftion;  and  it  may  be  regretted 
that  all  his  humanity  had  been  ex¬ 
ha  ufted  on  himfelf.  The  commit¬ 
tee  which  was  moved  for  he  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  highly  objectionable, 
as  it  would  bring  the  whole  code 
of  the  country  into  difcuflion,  and 
give  rife  to  new  fchemes  and  pro¬ 
jects  without  end,  that  might  be 
the  caufe  of  infinite  confufion  and 
mifchief.  On  the  authority  of 
Coke,  he  laid  it  down  as  a  princi¬ 
ple,  that  where  there  were  not  the 
means  of  enforcing  payment,  credit 
would  be  fparingly  given.  If  even 
the  abfurdity  were  not  obvious,  of 
looking  back  for  authorities  on  the 
principles  of  trade  to  a  period  when 
thofe  principles  were  fo  imperfectly 
underftood,  it  would,  on  this  head, 
be  quite  enough  to  reply  to  his 
lordlhip,  that  Mr.  Burke  has  irre- 
fragably  refuted  the  aflertion  that 
credit  is  given  becaufe  the  debtor 
can  be  arrefted.  Lord  Kenyon 
then  added  that  the  law  of  arreft, 
as  it  now  prevailed,  had  conduced, 
in  an  eflential  degree,  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  commerce  and  the  exten- 
fion  of  trade  ;  and  that  if  the  cre¬ 
ditor’s  fecurity  were  weakened, 
both  the  one  and  the  other  would 
probably  be  deftroyed.  This  was 
taking  for  granted  what  he  ought 
to  have  proved.  It  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  been  more  correCI 
to  fay  that  trade  and  commerce  had 
flourilhed  in  fpite  of  the  laws  of 
arreft.  His  next  and  foie  remain- 
ing  argument  was  a  truly  curious 
one.  It  was  drawn  from  the  le¬ 
niency  of  the  bankrupt  laws,  which 
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were  reprefented'as  extending  pro-? 
teCIion  to  the  honeft  but  unfortu¬ 
nate  debtor.  Such  an  argument 
was  a  cruel  mockery  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  debtors.  It  is  probable 
that  feven-eighths  of  thofe  who 
were  then  languifhing  in  prifon  for 
debt  were  arrefted  at  the  fuit  of 
tradefmen,  and  they  were  now  re¬ 
minded  that,  although  they  muft 
fuffer  till  they  paid  the  uttermoft 
farthing,  their  creditors  had  the 
power  of  taking  refuge  from  im- 
prifonment  under  the  Ihelter  of  the 
bankrupt  laws. 

After  a  brief  reply  from  lord 
Moira,  and  a  few  words  front  the 
earl  of  Coventry  and  lord  Kenyon, 
the  motion  was  rejeCIed  by  thirty-? 
feven  voices  again!!  twenty. one. 

Some  benefits  were,  however, 
conferred  this  feflion  on  the  perfons 
whom  lord  Moira  fought  to  re¬ 
lieve.  An  aCfc  was  palled  to  raife 
the  allowance  to  debtors  from  four- 
pence  to  fixpence  per  day ;  and  one 
of  thofe  legiflative  difgraces  called 
an  infolvent  a&  received  the  fanc- 
tion  of  both  houfes.  The  lord 
chancellor  was  fortunate  enough  to 
recover  his  health  in  time  to  exert 
himfelf,  for  the  laudable  purpofe  of 
confining  within  as  narrow  limits 
as  pofiible  the  operation  of  the  in,, 
folvent  aH, 

The  feflion  was  clofed  on  the 
20th  of  July  by  a  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  in  which  his  majefty 
thanked  his  parliament  for  the  ex? 
ertions  which  it  had  made,  praifed 
the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  which  it 
had  fhewn,  and  announced  his  in¬ 
tention  of  meeting  it  in  the  enfqing 
October. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Mutiny  in  the  Fleets.  Alarm  and  feelings  of  the  Country  upon  this  occafion « 
Objervations  on  the  Conduit  of  the  Seamen.  Cenfure  of  the  Minifers. 
Alleged  Origin  of  the  Mutiny.  Firfi  Manifefiation  of  the  D  if  content  of  the 
Sailor s,  in  Anonymous  Petitions  to  Earl  Howe  for  an  Increafe  of  Pay.  The 
Petitions  fuppofed  to  be  merely  meant  to  excite  Alarm .  Freaking  out  of  the 
Mutiny  at  Spithead ,  by  the  Sailors  refufng  to  weigh  Anchor .  Committee 

of  Delegates  chofen  by  the  Seamen ,  and  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  adminifered  to 
all  the  Crews.  Petitions  of  the  Sea?nen  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty .  Statement  of  their  Claims.  The  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  hafien  to  Portfmouth.  Their  firfi  Anfwer  to  the  Petitions.  The 
Seamen  fiill  dijfatisfied.  New  Claims .  Further  Conceffions  granted  by  the 

Lords  of  the  Admiralty .  Interview  of  fome  of  the  Admirals  with  the 

Delegates .  Danger  of  Admiral  Gardner.  Lord  B  rid  port1  s  Flag  firuck 
by  the  mutinous  Seamen ,  who  alfo  make  preparations  for  Defence.  A  Re¬ 
conciliation  at  length  effected.  The  Fleet  drops  down  to  St.  Helen's,  but 
is  detained  there  by  contrary  Winds.  The  Seamen  fiill  in  a  fiate  of  Sullen - 
lennefs  and  Irritation .  Proceedings  at  Plymouth.  Arts  employed  to  in¬ 
duce  the  Seamen  to  Mutiny  again. t  Order  iffued  by  the  Lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty.  Second  Mutiny  in  the  Channel  Fleet.  v  Admiral  Colpoys  refifis 
the1  Attempt  of  the  Delegates  to  board  his  Ship.  Five  Seamen  killed. 
Admiral  Colpoys  made  Prifonery  and  threatened  with  Death.  Alarm  ex¬ 
cited  at  Portfmouth  by  the  fecond  Mutiny.  Earl  Howe  brings  down  the 
King's  Pardon ,  and  tbe  All  for  incrcafing  the  pay.  He  fucceeds  in 
bringing  back  the  Men  to  their  Duty.  Sailing  of  the  Channel  Fleet. 
Subfequent  mutinous  proceedings  at  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth.  Debates  in 
Parliament  on  the  Subjelt  of  the  Mutiny.  Calls  made  for  I? formation  by 
fever  al  of  the  Opppofition  Members.  Mr.  Pitt  brings  forward  a  Bill  for 
an  Increafe  of  Pay  to  the  Sailors.  He  is  feverely  attacked  by  Mr.  Foxy 
and  Mr.  Sheridan  ;  the  latter  of  whom ,  however,  cenfures  the  Conduit  of 
the  Seamen.  Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Sheridan  propofes  the  Appointment 
of  a  joint.  Committee  of  both  Houfes.  Remarks  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Bill  for  the 
Increafe  of  Pay  pajfes  the  Commons.  Debate  in  the  Lords.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  brings  forward  a  Vote  of  Cenfure  upon  the  Minifiers ,  for  their.  De¬ 
lay  in  applying  to  the  Houfe  on  the  Subjell  of  the  Mutiny.  Reply  of  Mr. 
Pit t.  Speecjo  of  Mr.  Fox.  The  Minifiers  vindicated  by  Mr.  Dundas.  The 
Motion  is  negatived  by  a  large  Majority. 

THE  formidable  preparations  of  powerful  effect  in  calling  a  gloom 

our  foreign  enemies,  the  over  the  public  mind  than  another 

ceafelefs  efforts  of  faction  at  home,  event  which  occurred  in  the  courfe 

and  the  Chock  fuftained  by  public  of  this  year,  and  which  is  now  to 

credit,  in  the  floppage  of  the  bank,  be  related.  This  event  was  the 

were  circumftances  which,  alarm-  mutiny  which  took  place  among 

ing  as  they  were,  had  a  far  lefs  the  feamen ;  a  thing  fo  unexpected, 

fo 
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fo  feemingly  unnatural,  and  even 
fappofed  to  be  fo  remote  from  pof- 
flbility,  that  it  is  difficult  to  fay 
whether  furprife,  grief,  or  terror, 
was  the  predominant  feeling  which 
it  excited.  The  good  qualities  of 
Britifh  ffiilor9,  and  efpecially  their 
immovable  fidelity,  had  long  been 
the  favourite  theme  of  poets,  dra- 
matifts,  hiflorians,  and  orators, 
z\nd  the  delight  and  pride  of  their 
countrymen.  When,  therefore, 
thefe  very  men  were  feen  hoffilely 
arrayed  againft  the  government, 
feizing  on  the  fhips,  and  blocking 
up  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  their 
defection  was  felt  and  refented  by 
each  individual,  as  being  fcarcely 
lefs  a  private  than  a  public  injury  ; 
it  was  looked  upon  in  almoft  the 
fame  light  that  a  treacherous  flab 
would  be  from  the  hand  of  an  old 
and  cherifhed  friend,  in  whom  a 
boundlefs  confidence  had  been 
placed. 

That  fome  of  the  complaints  of 
the  feamen  were  not  without  caufe, 
it  would  be  uncandid  to  deny.  No 
excufe  can,  however,  be  offered 
for  the  mode  which  they  adopted 
to  obtain  redrefs.  There  was  no 
previous  reprefen  tation,  or  remon- 
ftrance  regularly  made  by  them  to 
their  fuperiors,  either  in  the  fleet, 
or  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 
Jnftead  of  petitioning  or  memo¬ 
rializing,  they  at  once  chofe  to 
refort  to  open  revolt.  No  govern¬ 
ment,  under  which  an  armed  force 
is  fuffered  to  aft  thus  with  impu¬ 
nity,  can  long  exift.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  is  obvious  that  the  minif* 
ters  were  not  free  from  blame.  If 
the  conceffions  which  they  ulti¬ 
mately  made  were  not  wrung  from 
them  by  mere  violence  and  terror, 
tput  were,  as  we  believe  them  to 
be,  in  thcmfcives  proper,  it  would 


have  been  politic,  as  well  as  juft* 
to  grant  them  before  they  were 
claimed.  They  would  then  have 
been  confdered  as  adls  of  grace 
and  favour,  and  would  have  in- 
fpired  affection  and  gratitude  ;  in- 
ftead  of  being  regarded  as  the 
fruits  of  viftory,  wrefted  from  the 
reluctant  hand  of  an  ungenerous 
enemy,  and  affording  proofs  of 
what  might  be  gained  by  dint  of 
tefolute  hofUlity. 

It  has  been  contended,  and  by 
fome  who  may  be  fuppofed  to  be 
well  informed  upon  the  fubjedt, 
that  the  root  of  this  dangerous 
confpiracy  may  be  traced  from  the 
operation  of  the  quota  bill,  of  the 
preceding  year,  by  which  each  pa- 
rifli  in  the  kingdom  was  called 
upon  to  furnifh  a  certain  propor¬ 
tion  of  men  for  the  naval  fervice. 
Such  was  the  difficulty  of  procur¬ 
ing  men,  that  the  bounty  given  by 
the  parifhes  was,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  more  than  thirty  guineas 
per  man.  By  the  combined  in¬ 
ducements  of  this  high  bounty,  of 
being  provided  with  prefent  fub- 
fiftenee,  and,  above  all,  perhaps, 
of  being  placed  in  a  fltuation 
where  they  could  do  more  effective 
mifchief,  numbers  of  perfons,  who 
were  poffeffed  of  fome  abilities,  and 
had  received  a  tolerable  education, 
but  who  were  of  perverted  poli¬ 
tical  principles,  and  bankrupt  both 
in  fortune  and  character,  were 
prompted  to  enter  into  the  navy, 
and  were  accepted  without  excit- 
ing  any  fufpicion  of  the  peril 
which  might  arife  from  their  artful 
machinations. 

“  Their  views  were,  in  no  in- 
confiderable  degree,  furthered,  by 
the  privilege  which  they  enjoyed 
of  fending  and  receiving  all  their 
letters  free  of  poflage;  by  thef<? 

means 
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means  the  confpiracy  was  enabled 
to  extend  itfelf  unieen ;  cherifhed 
and  dimulated  by  thofe  equally 
profligate  characters  whom  they 
had  left  on  fhore,  a  chain  of  cor* 
refpondence  was  formed,  and  the 
flame  of  rebellion,  fmouldering  in 
dangerous  concealment,  was  daily 
acquiring  ftrength,  while  its  fource 
was  undifcovered,  and  its  extent 
unknown. 

“  The  hidden  fire  received  no 
{mall  encouragement  from  the  fe- 
rious  caufe  of  difcontent  which  the 
enrolment  of  thefe  mifchievous 
characters,  and  the  circumfiances 
attending  it,  was  fuppofed  to  have 
occafioned  among  thofe  who  were 
judly  efteemed  Britiffl  feamen, 
Thefe  valuable  perfons,  many  of 
whom  had  been  compelled  to  enter 
into  the  king's  fervice,  had  re. 
ceived  no  higher  a  bounty  than 
five  pounds  a  man,  and  had  been 
obliged,  at  the  fame  time,  to  re- 
linquifh  an  employment,  the  pay 
of  which  amounted  to  three  or 
four  pounds  per  month,  for  the 
king’s  pay  of  twenty-two  (hillings 
and  fixpence.  Thefe  hardfhips, 
which  the  fituation  of  the  country 
required  (hould  be  fubmitted  to  by 
thofe  whofe  fervice  was  wanted, 
were  eagerly  emblazoned  in  all  the 
difgufting  colours  that  fedition 
could  paint,  in  the  hope  of  acquir¬ 
ing  profelytes  to  her  hellifh  pur? 
pofe.  But  though  expedition  was 
fanguine,  yet  the  event  proved,  in 
a  great  meafure,  contrary  to  their 
hopes.  The  thorough-bred  fea- 
men,  notwithftanding  the  difad- 
vantages  under  which  they  labour¬ 
ed,  nearly  without  an  exception, 
were  fteady  in  their  conduCf,  and 
uniform  in  their  loyalty.  As  it 
has  been  quaintly,  though  truly 
remarked,  the  core  of  the  mutiny 


was  formed  of  land-lubbers,  or 
half  and  half  failors,  who,  in  a 
gale,  are  almod  impediments  to 
the  honed  and  fpirited  exertions  of 
good  and  practical  feamen.,> 

That  this  was  really  the  cafe, 
the  fecrecy,  art,  and  concert, 
which  were  manifefted  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  and  conducting  of  the  mutiny, 
render  highly  probable.  But, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  caufe, 
we  mud  now  proceed  to  our  narra¬ 
tion  of  its  efFeCts. 

The  firft  fymptoms  of  diffatig- 
faCtion  were  (flown  in  the  latter 
end  of  February,  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  March.  They  appeared, 
however,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
no  direCt  notice  could  be  taken  of 
them.  While  earl  Howe  was  at 
Bath,  he  received  feveral  anony¬ 
mous  petitions  by  pod,  all  of  which 
purported  to  come  from  different 
(flips  of  the  channel  fleer,  were 
literal  copies  of  each  other,  and 
were  confined  to  one  objeCt,  name¬ 
ly,  an  increafe  of  pay,  that  the 
feamen  might  be  better  enabled  to 
make  proviflon  for  their  families, 
Thefe  petitions  were  not  indeco- 
roufly  worded,  but  as,  independ? 
ent  of  the  other  circumdances  of 
identity,  the  fame  hand  writing 
was  obvious  in  a  part  of  every  one 
of  them,  his  lordfflip  concluded 
that  they  were  the  fabrication  of 
fome  malicious  individual,  who 
wifhed  to  excite  alarm,  by  infinu- 
ating  the  prevalence  of  a  general 
difcontent  in  the  fquadron.  Wifli- 
ing,  neverthelefs,  to  be  certain 
that  his  fufpicions  were  true,  his 
lordfflip  wrote  to  the  officer  at 
Portfmouth,  to  enquire  whether 
any  complaints  were  heard  among 
the  feamen  of  the  channel  fleet. 
The  reply  was  in  the  negative, 
and  tb^t  it  was  fuppofed  that  the 

petitions 
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petitions  had  been  framed  for  the 
purpofe  which  he  fufpedfed.  On 
his  arrival  in  town,  he  fent  the 
petitions  to  one  of  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  ;  and  thus,  for  a  while, 
the  matter  feemed  to  be  entirely 
laid  to  reft. 

The  fire  was,  neverthelefs,  only 
fmouldering  and  enlarging  its 
fphere  of  adlion.  On  the  return  of 
the  channel  fleet  to  port,  and  pro¬ 
bably  before  that  period,  a  regu¬ 
lar  correfpondence  was  carried  on 
between  the  fhips  which  compofed 
it ;  and  this  correfpondence  ap¬ 
pears  alfo  to  have  been  extended  to 
the  other  divifions  of  the  navy,  but 
more  actively  to  the  fliips  at  Ply¬ 
mouth.  The  refolution  which  the 
failors  came  to  was,  that  not  an 
anchor  ftiould  be  lifted  till  their 
grievances  were  redrefled.  With 
fuch  art  and  fecrecy,  however,  did 
they  concert  and  follow  up  their 
plans,  that  not  a  fufpicion  was  en¬ 
tertained  of  their  intended  difobe- 
dience.  They  are  even  faid,  on 
the  contrary,  to  have  exerted 
themfelves  ftrenoufly  to  get  the 
fquadron  ready  for  putting  again 
to  fea. 

The  fignal  for  failing,  given  by 
lord  Bridport,  on  the  fifteenth  of 
April,  was  the  fignal  for  them  to 
throw  off  the  mafk.  Inftead  of 
weighing  anchor,  the  feamen  of 
the  flag  ftiip,  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
ran  up  the  fhrouds  and  gave  three 
cheers.  This  fummons  to  the  dif- 
affedted  was  inftantaneoufly  an- 
fwered  by  fimilar  fliouts  from  every 
fliip  in  the  fleet.  As  foon  as  the 
aftonifhed  officers  had  fomewhat 
recovered  from  their  furprife,  they 
employed  all  their  powers  of  ar¬ 
gument  and  perfuafion  to  induce 
the  failors  to  return  to  their  duty  : 
but  the  men  were  obftinately  deaf 
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to  their  entreaties  and  remon* 
ft  ranees.  All  command  was  thence¬ 
forth  at  an  end.  On  the  following 
day,  two  delegates  were  chofen 
from  each  fliip  to  form  a  fort  of 
council,  and  the  adrniraPs  cabin, 
in  the  Queen  Charlotte,  was  fixed 
upon  for  the  feene  of  their  delibe¬ 
rations.  Their  next  ftep  was  pub¬ 
licly  to  fwear  each  man  to  the 
fupport  of  the  caufe  ;  and  that  fear 
might  keep  fteady  thofe  who  were 
only  lukewarm  in  their  zeal,  ropes 
were  reeved,  in  terrorem,  at  the 
foreyard  arm.  Some  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  who  were  particularly  dif- 
liked  by  them,  were  lent  on  fhore. 

The  manifeftos,  in  which  the 
feamen  made  known  their  griev¬ 
ances,  were  iflued  on  the  eight¬ 
eenth  of  April,  under  the  titles  of 
humble  petitions  to  the  houfe  of 
commons  and  the  lords  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  were  figned  by  thirty- 
two  delegates.  In  their  ftyle  there 
was  little  or  nothing  which  be¬ 
trayed  any  other  hand  than  that  of 
a  failor.  The  nrft  of  thefe  petitions 
reprefented,  that  the  adtof  Charles 
the  fecond,  fettling  the  wages  of 
feamen,  was  palled  at  a  time  when 
the  necefiaries  of  life  were  thirty 
per  cent  cheaper  than  they  now 
were  :  and,  therefore,  that  the 
rate  of  wages  ought  to  be  in- 
creafed,  that  the  families  of  fea¬ 
men  and  marines  might  be  enabled 
to  live  in  the  fame  comfortable 
manner  as  they  lived  at  that  pe¬ 
riod.  Declaring  that  the  peti¬ 
tioners  were  as  loyal  as  the  army 
or  militia  could  be,  and  were  as 
much  entitled  to  his  majefty’s  mu¬ 
nificence,  it  proceeded  to  ftate,  that 
it  was  with  jealoufy  theybeheld  the 
pay  of  the  military  augmented,  and 
the  out  penfions  raifed  to  thirteen 
pounds  per  annum,  while  the  failors 

remained 
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remained  neglefted,  and  the  out- 
penfioners  of  Greenwich  had  only 
(even  pounds  yearly.  In  the  lat¬ 
ter  cafe,  they  feera  not  to  have 
taken  into  account  the  fuperior 
advantage  which  the  failor  has 
over  the  foldier  in  the  article  of 
prize  money.  On  Lord  Howe 
blame  was  obliquely  thrown,  be- 
caufe  he  had  not  liftened  to  their 
former  petitions,  and  become  their 
advocate,  “  though  he  had  feen  fo 
many  inftances  of  their  intrepi¬ 
dity,  in  their  carrying  the  Britifh 
flag  viftorioufiy  into  every  part  of 
the  feas.” 

In  the  petition  to  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty,  they  ftated  their 
demands  more  fully,  and  backed 
them  with  fome  compliments  to 
their  own  “  worth  and  good  fer- 
vices.”  Thefe  demands  were  fix 
in  number : — an  advance  of  wages  ; 
provifions,  from  which  a  deduction 
was  now  made  by  the  purfer,  to 
be  full  weight,  and  of  better  qua¬ 
lity  ;  no  flour  to  be  ferved  in  har¬ 
bour,  and  a  fuflicient  quantity  of 
vegetables  allowed  ;  better  attend¬ 
ance  and  more  neceffaries  to  the 
fick  ;  liberty  to  go  on  fhore,  with¬ 
in  a  certain  boundary,  on  return¬ 
ing  to  port ;  and,  laftly,  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  their  pay  to  wounded 
men,  up  to  the  period  of  their  be¬ 
ing  cured  and  difcharged.  To  this 
it  was  added,  that,  “  if  any  fhip 
had  any  real  grievances  to  com¬ 
plain  of,  it  was  hoped  that  their 
lordfhips  would  readily  redrefs 
them,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power, 
to  prevent  any  difturbances.,,  This 
indefinite  requeft  appears  to  have 
pointed  at  the  difmiffal  or  removal 
of  fuch  of  the  officers  as  were  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  diflike.  Left,  how¬ 
ever,  it  lhould  be  fuppofed  that 
conceffion  would  only  beget  frefh 


claims,  the  petition  was  prudently 
clofed  by  the  following  declara¬ 
tion.  “It  is  alfo  unanimoufly 
agreed  by  the  fleet,  that,  from 
this  day,  no  grievances  fhall  be 
received,  in  order  to  convince  the 
nation  at  large,  that  we  know 
when  to  ceafe  to  afk,  as  well  as  to 
begin,  and  that  we  a(k  nothing 
but  what  is  moderate,  and  may  be 
granted  without  detriment  to  the 
nation,  or  injury  to  the  fervice.” 

As  in  this  critical  ftate  of  affairs 
there  was  not  a  moment  to  be  loft, 
a  committee  of  the  admiralty,  with 
lord  Spencer  at  the  head,  repaired 
to  Portfmouth.  The  failors  were 
immediately  informed  that  the 
commiftioners  had  the  ftrongeft  de¬ 
fire  to  grant  them  every  juft  and 
reafonable  redrefs,  and  that  they 
would,  therefore,  recommend  to  his 
Majefty  to  propofe  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  an  augmentation  of  pay,  to 
the  extent  of  four  (hillings  a  month 
to  able  feamen  and  petty  officers, 
three  (hillings  to  ordinary  feamen, 
and  two  (hillings  to  landfmen.  It 
was  alfo  promifed  that,  thence¬ 
forth,  feamen  wounded  in  aftioti 
(hould  be  continued  in  pay  till  they 
were  cured,  or  declared  unfervice- 
able,  in  which  latter  cafe  they 
(hould  receive  a  penfton,  or  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  hofpital  at  Green¬ 
wich. 

Unfatisfied  with  thefe conceftions, 
the  failors  again  addreffcd  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty.  Their  fecond 
compofttion  was  in  a  lcfs  humble 
tone  than  the  firft,  and  manifefted 
in  them  a  difpoiition  to  difregard 
the  promife  which  they  had  made, 
not  to  bring  forward  any  further 
demands.  It  was  now  perempto¬ 
rily  declared  that  the  grievances 
of  particular  (hips  muft  be  re- 
drefled ;  a  thing  which,  in  the 

firft 
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firft  inftance,  was  only  requeued 
as  a  matter  of  favour.  The  dif- 
tiruftion  between  ordinary  feamen 
andlandfmen  was  objeded  to,  on 
the  ground  that  there  never  had 
exifted  in  the  navy  more  than  two 
clafles,  the  able  and  the  ordinary  ; 
and  their  lordfhips  were,  therefore, 
defired  to  adhere  to  the  old  regula¬ 
tions,  and  to  raife  the  pay  of  able 
feamen  to  one  (hilling  a  day,  and 
that  of  ordinary  feamen  in  the  ufual 
proportion.  It  was  added,  that, 
“  as  a  further  proof  of  their  mo¬ 
deration,  and  that  they  were  adu- 
ated  by  a  truefpirit  of  benevolence 
towards  their  brethren  the  marines, 
who  were  negleded  in  their  lord¬ 
fhips’  anfwer,  they  humbly  pro¬ 
posed  that  their  pay,  while  ferving 
on  board,  might  be  augmented  in 
the  fame  proportion  as  that  of  the 
ordinary  feamen.” 

By  a  f  range  confufion  of  ideas, 
which  might  have  excited  a  fmile 
had  the  bufinefs  been  of  a  lefs 
ferious  nature,  they  declared  that 
they  hoped  and  trufted  that  this 
new  demand  “  would  be  a  con¬ 
vincing  proof  that  they  were  not 
aduated  by  a  fpirit  of  contradic¬ 
tion,  but  earneftly  wilhed  to  put  a 
fpeedy  end  to  the  prefent  affair.” 
It  is  obvious  that  it  afforded  a 
proof  of  any  thing  rather  than  that 
which  they  pretended  it  to  be  meant 
to  prove.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  this  claufe,  and  that  relative  to 
the  landfmen,  were  introduced  for 
the  purpofe  of  linking  all  parties, 
but  efpecially  the  marines,  more 
firmly  to  their  caufe.  They  next 
defired  that  the  penfions  might  be 
raifed  to  ten  pounds ;  and,  with 
fomewhat  more  of  the  fpirit  of  con¬ 
ciliation  than  they  had  in  other 
things  difplayed,  they  propofed 
that  the  augmentation  fhould  be 


provided  for  by  dedudirig  a  (hil¬ 
ling  a  month,  inftead  of  the  exift- 
ing  fixpence,  from  their  pay.  But 
here  again  they  betrayed  their 
fcheme  of  alluring  ail  the  Tailors  to 
their  fide ;  for  they  recommended 
that  the  regulation  (hould  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  feamen  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Eaft  India  company.  The 
reafon  which  they  affigned  for  this 
meafure  was,  that  there  were  few 
failors  in  the  company’s  fervice 
who  had  not  ferved  in  the  navy, 
and  that  they  had  feen  them,  after 
ficknefs  or  other  accident  had  dis¬ 
abled  them,  without  any  hope  of 
relief  or,  fupport.  They  alfo  re¬ 
peated  their  former  demands  with 
lefped  to  vegetables,  flour,  and 
the  full  weight  of  proviflons ;  and 
they  wound  up  the  whole  by  (fat¬ 
ing*  that,  until  all  their  grievances 
were  redrefled,  and  an  ad  of  am. 
nefly  was  pafled,  they  had  unani. 
moufly  determined  that  not  an  an¬ 
chor  (hould  be  lifted. 

The  anfwer  of  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  was  forwarded  to  lord 
Bridport,  on  the  following  day, 
that  he  might  communicate  it  to 
the  feamen.  Faffing  over  in  fllence 
fome  of  the  claims  of  the  failors, 
their  lordlhips  confented  that  the 
wages  of  able  feamen  (hould  be  in- 
creafed  five  (hillings  and  fixpence 
a  month,  clear  of  all  dedudions, 
thofe  of  ordinary  feamen  four  and 
fixpence,  and  thofe  of  landfmen 
three  and  fixpence.  On  this  head, 
therefore,  every  thing  that  had 
been  alked  was  granted,  except  the 
divifion  into  two  clafles  inftead  of 
three.  They  likewife  agreed  that 
the  full  allowance  of  provifions 
fhould  be  iflued,  and  they  repeated 
their  promife  of  full  pay  to  wound¬ 
ed  men,  and  fubfifience  for  thofe 
who  were  rendered  incapable.  As, 
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however,  it  was  manifeft,  that 
conceffion,  unfeconded  by  firmnefs, 
would  only  tend  to  further  difo- 
bedience,  they  direfted  his  lordfhip 
to  declare,  that  if  the  feamen  per- 
fifted  in  their  refractory  conduft, 
they  would  forfeit  their  right  to 
fmart  money,  penlion  from  the 
cheft  at  Chatham,  and  admiffion 
into  Greenwich  hofpital,  and  muft 
•be  refponlible  for  the  dreadful  con¬ 
sequences  which  would  necelfarily 
attend  their  continuing  to  tranfgrefs 
the  rules  of  the  fervice,  in  open  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  laws  of  their  country. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  was  autho¬ 
rized  to  hold  out  the  molt  perfeft 
forgivenefs  of  all  that  had  palled, 
to  every  fhip’s  company,  who, 
within  an  hour,  Ihould  return  to 
their  duty,  and  break  off  all  inter- 
courfe  with  fuch  as  obftinately  re¬ 
mained  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny. 

On  the  twenty-firft,  vice-admiral 
Colpoys,  accompanied  by  admirals 
Gardner  and  Pole,  proceeded  on 
board  the  Queen  Charlotte,  to 
make  known  to  the  delegates  the 
final  anfwer  of  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty.  Their  million  was  a 
fruitlefs  one.  The  delegates  re¬ 
plied  that  the  crews  were  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  any 
thing  fhort  of  their  original  de¬ 
mands  ;  nor  to  aft  in  fubordination 
to  their  officers,  till  the  parliament 
had  fanftioned  the  arrangement, 
and  the  king  had  granted  a  full 
pardon.  Irritated  by  this  me¬ 
nacing  tone,  and  by  the  rudenefs 
of  fome  of  the  Tailors,  admiral 
Gardner  feized  one  of  the  delegates 
by  the  collar,  and  threatened  him 
and  his  mutinous  companions  with 
fevere  punilhment.  This  produced 
no  other  effeft  than  to  excite  the 
fury  of  the  mutineers  againff  the 
admiral,  who  is  faid  to  have  been 


expofed  to  confiderable  danger  be¬ 
fore  he  quitted  the  Ihip. 

The  delegates  of  the  Royal 
George,  admiral  Br  id  port’s  flag- 
fhip,  having  communicated  to  their 
comrades  what  had  palfed  at  the 
conference,  it  was  refolved  to  fum- 
mon  all  the  delegates  to  hold  a 
meeting  on  board  that  fhip.  The 
red  flag  was  accordingly  hoiffed  as 
a  lignal,  a  circumftance  which 
caufed  much  confternation,  as  the 
meaning  of  the  red  flag  not  being 
generally  known,  it  was  imagined 
to  be  indicative  of  defperate  mea- 
fures  on  the  part  of  the  feamen. 
Captain  Domett  endeavoured  to 
prevent  it  from  being  difplayed 
without  lord  Bridport’s  confent, 
but  his  refiftance  was  in  vain,  and 
the  crew  were  fo  much  enraged  by 
it  that  they  {truck  his  lordfhip’s 
flag.  At  the  fame  time  the  guns 
were  loaded  throughout  the  fleet, 
a  regular  watch  was  ordered  to  be 
kept,  as  at  fea,  the  officers  were 
confined  to  their  refpeftive  (hips, 
and  fome,  who  were  among  the 
moll  obnoxious,  were  fent  on  (bore. 
From  admiral  Gardner’s  threats, 
it  appeared  that  fomething  was, 
they  faid,  planning  againff  them, 
and  they  were  determined  to  die 
rather  than  to  fubmit. 

On  the  following  day,  however, 
having  had  time  for  refleftion, 
they  thought  proper  to  manifeft  a 
more  conciliatory  fpirit.  They 
addrefled  a  letter  to  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty  on  the  fubjecl  of 
their  demands,  and  another  to  lord 
Bridport,  in  which  they  paid  fome 
merited  compliments  to  his  charac¬ 
ter,  and  difclaimed  any  intention 
of  treating  him  with  difrefpeft, 
by  the  hafty  meafure  of  ft r iking 
his  flag.  His  lordfhip,  therefore, 
once  more  hoiffed  his  flag,  and  the 
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negotiation  was  rcfumed.  On  the 
twenty-third,  the  king’s  pardon 
having  been  obtained  in  doe  form, 
the  committee  of  delegates  held  a 
meeting,  and  the  refult  of  their 
deliberations  was,  that  the  condi¬ 
tions  fliould  be  accepted. 

Order  being  now  at  length  fup- 
pofed  to  be  reilored,  the  fleet  was 
direded  to  put  to  fea,  and  for  that 
purpofe  it  dropped  down  to  St. 
Helen’s,  where,  after  repeated 
fruitlefs  attempts  to  fail,  it  was 
detained  for  feveral  days  by  ad- 
verfe  winds.  But,  though  the 
feamen  had  apparently  fubmitted, 
they  were  far  from  having  returned 
to  their  wonted  habits  of  obedi¬ 
ence  ;  fome  of  the  (hips  flowly  and 
reluctantly  quitted  Spithead,  and 
two  of  them  lingered  behind  till 
the  latell  moment. 

At  Plymouth,  meanwhile,  the 
Tailors  faithfully  followed  the  ex¬ 
ample  which  was  fet  them  by  their 
brethren  at  Portfmouth.  The  crews 
of  the  Majeftic,  Atlas,  Saturn,  and 
Edgar,  refufed  to  remove  from  the 
Sound;  nor,  though  officially  in¬ 
formed  that  the  channel  fleet  had 
.  accepted  the  offers  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  would  they  return  to  their 
duty  till  they  had  difpatched  eight 
delegates  in  a  cutter  to  Portfmouth, 
to  ascertain  the  fad  of  the  difpute 
being  ended. 

The  nation  was  now  congratu¬ 
lating  itfelf  upon  having  fo  happily 
efcaped  from  the  danger  which  had 
menaced  it.  The  deceitful  calm 
which  it  greeted  was,  however, 
only  the  prelude  to  a  violent  ftorm. 
Many  of  the  failors  were,  perhaps, 
elated  with  their  triumph,  and 
could  not  readily  fall  again  into 
the  track  of  fubordination  ;  others 
hoped  that  as  threats  had  gained 
much,  they  might  gain  ftill  more : 
Vol.  XXXIX* 


fome  were  alarmed  by  the  idea  that 
their  recent  coadirft  would  even- 
tually  be  puniflied ;  and  thefe  fears 
and  hopes  were  carefully  foftered 
by  thofe  who  were  the  original 
planners  of  the  mutiny.  Seditious 
papers  were  fecretly  diffeminated 
among  the  men,  and  it  was  ru¬ 
moured  that  neither  would  their 
grievances  be  redreffed,  nor  their 
late  offence  forgiven  ;  and  it  was 
held  forth  as  a  proof  of  this,  that 
the  parliament  had  not  yet  fane- 
tinned,  or  even  noticed,  the  pro- 
mifes  which  had  been  made.  A 
paper  of  inftruftions,  from  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty  to  the  commanders 
of  veffels,  was  confidered  as  afford¬ 
ing  further  evidence  t©  the  fame 
effedl.  It  contained,  indeed,  arti¬ 
cles  favourable  to  the  feamen ;  but 
it  alfo,  among  other  things,  called 
on  the  officers  to  fee  that  the  arms 
belonging  to  the  marines  were  kept 
conftantly  in  good  order,  and  fit 
for  immediate  fervice ;  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  attentive  to  the  behaviour 
of  the  men  under  their  command  % 
and  to  be  ready,  on  the  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  mutiny,  to  ufe  the  molt 
vigorous  means  to  fupprefs  it,  and 
to  bring  the  ringleaders  to  punifli- 
ment.  It  was  not  difficult  to  per- 
fuade  men,  little  accuftomed  to  re¬ 
flection,  that  thefe  precautionary 
meafures  for  the  future  had  a  re¬ 
ference  to  the  paft. 

Their  fmothereddifeontent  broke 
out  on  the  feventh  of  May,  upon  the 
fignal  being  given  to  proceed  to 
fea.  No  fooner  was  the  fignal 
thrown  out,  than  they  manned  the 
yards,  as  before,  and  loud  fliouts 
announced  their  relapflng  into  a 
ftate  of  open  mutiny.  Their  next 
ftep  was  to  hold  a  convention  of 
delegates ;  and  the  London,  the 
flag-fliip  of  vice-admiral  Colpoys, 
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was  chofen  as  the  place  of  meeting. 
In  purfuance  of  their  refolution, 
the  delegates,  all  of  whom  were 
armed,  came  along  fide  of  the  fhip, 
but  were  informed  by  the  gallant 
admiral  that  he  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  come  on  board.  He  firmly 
remonftrated  with  them  on  their 
difobedience,  told  them  that  they 
had  obtained  great  concefhons, 
with  which  they  ought  to  be  con¬ 
tented,  and  declared  that  he  would 
refill;  any  attempt  on  their  part  to 
come  on  board  his  fhip,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  concerting  their  mutinous 
fchemes.  The  delegates,  never- 
ihelefs,  flill  perfifling  in  their  in¬ 
tention,  he  ordered  the  marines  to 
level  their  mufkets,  in  the  hope  of 
intimidating  thefe  refraCtory  in¬ 
truders.  He  then  again  admo» 
niftied  and  entreated  them  to  re¬ 
frain  from  carrying  their  defign 
into  efreCt.  His  efforts  were  una¬ 
vailing.  A  flight  fcuffle  enfued, 
upon  which  one  of  the  delegates 
fired  at  and  wounded  lieutenant 
Sims,  of  the  marines.  As  there 
was  now  no  alternative,  except 
tame  fubmiffion,  which  was  not  to 
be  thought  of,  the  firft:  lieutenant 
dire&ed  the  marines  to  fire.  They 
obeyed,  and  five  feamen  in  the 
boats  were  killed*  of  whom  two 
were  delegates.  At  this  critical 
moment,  the  whole  crew  of  the 
London  revolted  againfl  their  offi¬ 
cers,  turned  the  guns  of  the  fore 
part  of  the  fhip  towards  the  Hern, 
and  threatened  to  blow  all  that  was 
aft  into  the  water,  if  the  officers 
and  marines  refufed  to  furrender. 
.As  refiftance  was  manifeftiy  hope- 
lefs,  their  demand  v/as  complied 
with. 

In  the  firft  paroxyfm  of  their 
fury,  the  feamen  were  proceeding 
w  hang  the  lieutenant  by  whom 


the  order  to  fire  was  given.  He 
was  faved  by  admiral  Colpoys, 
who  rufhed  forward,  declaring  that 
he  himfelf  was  folely  refponfible, 
as  the  officer  had  a&ed  by  his 
command,  in  purfuance  of  inftruc- 
tions  received  from  the  admiralty. 
The  feamen  inftantly  required  that 
thofe  inflruClions  fhould  be  pro¬ 
duced,  which  was  accordingly 
done.  They  then  confined  the  ad¬ 
miral,  and  his  captain  and  officers* 
to.  their  cabins,  and  made  the  ma¬ 
rines  prifoners.  For  a  while,  they 
are  faid  to  have  meditated  putting 
the  admiral  todeath  ;  but  at  length, 
after  he  had  been  four  days  in 
durance,  their  policy,  or  their  hu¬ 
manity,  turned  the  fcale  in  his  fa¬ 
vour,  and  he  was  fent  on  there.— 
Several  other  officers,  whom  they 
difliked,  were  alfo  difmiffed. 

This  fecond  mutiny  excited  on 
Chore  flill  more  alarm  than  had 
been  oecafioned  by  the  firft.  It 
was  now  impoffible  to  fay  to  what 
extremities  the  feamen  might  be 
induced  to  proceed.  Additional 
troops  were  in  confequer.ee  col¬ 
lected  round  Portfmouth,  and  were 
directed  to  be  ready  at  a  moment’s 
warning,  the  guards  of  the  garri- 
fon  were  doubled,  the  water  was 
let  into  the  moats,  and  every  thing 
was  prepared  for  defence,  as  if  a 
foreign  enemy  were  at  hand. 

Fortunately  for.  the  country, 
this  new  rupture  was  fpeedily 
brought  to  a  termination.  The 
parliament  having  palled  the  a  Cl 
for  the  increafe  of  pay,  and  an 
amnefty  having  been  granted  by 
his  majefty,  earl  Howe  was  fent 
down  to  Portfmouth,  in  the  hope 
that  the  prefence  and  arguments  of 
an  officer  fo  generally  and  juftiy 
refpeCled,  would  have  their  proper 
weight  with  the  mutinous  feamen. 
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This  hope  was  not  difappointed. 
After  feveral  conferences  between 
his  lordfhip  and  the  delegates,  the 
crews  of  the  channel  fleet  accepted, 
on  the  fifteenth  of  May,  the  offers 
which  were  made  to  them,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  their  duty.  That  no 
fear  of  any  kind  might  remain 
upon  their  minds,  the  board  of  ad¬ 
miralty  iffued  an  order,  ftridly 
forbidding  the  officers  to  difquiet 
them  by  any  reproach  or  reproof 
on  the  fubjed  of  their  pafl:  mifcon- 
dud.  On  the  feventeenth,  the 
fquadron  failed  for  its  deftination 
off  the  harbour  of  Breft. 

But,  as  the  fea  continues  to  be 
agitated  after  the  temped:  has 
ceafed  to  blow,  fo  the  bailors  con¬ 
tinued  occafionally  to  difplay  a 
mutinous  fpirit  for  fome  time  after 
their  afferted  grievances  were  re- 
dreffed.  The  fquadrons  of  fir 
Roger  Curtis  and  lord  Hugh  Sey¬ 
mour  were  fuceeffively  in  a  date  of 
difobedience,  the  former  especially, 
but  were  foon  prevailed  on  to 
liften  to  reafon.  The  fhips  at 
Plymouth  likewife  took  a  part  in 
the  fecond  mutiny  ;  and,  though 
the  fight  of  the  channel  fleet  fail¬ 
ing  pafl:  the  port  afforded  an  irre¬ 
fragable  proof  that  all  difputes 
were  fettled,  they  did  not  deli  ft 
from  their  mutinous  condud  till 
near  the  clofe  of  the  month.  A 
plot  was  alfo  formed  to  feduce  the 
marines,  but  it  was  deteded,  and 
Its  authors  were  punifhed.  Both 
at  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth,  par¬ 
ties  of  bailors  went  on  fhore, 
robbed  individuals,  broke  win¬ 
dows,  and  committed  fo  many 
criminal  ads,  that  it  became  ne- 
ceffary  to  fwear  in  additional  con- 
ftables,  and  to  refort  to  the  mili* 
tary  in  aid  of  the  civil  power. 


In  both  houfes  of  parliament 
the  mutiny  naturally  excited  a 
ftrong  feeling  of  anxiety,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  feveral  calls 
were  made  upon  the  miniflers,  to 
afford  early  and  full  information 
on  this  important  fubjed.  On 
the  twenty-fourth  of  April,  Mr. 
Pitt  promifed  that  a  communica¬ 
tion  fliould  be  fpeedily  made  to 
the  legiflature ;  but  fixteen  days, 
neverthelefs,  elapfed  without  his 
promife  being  fulfilled.  In  the 
houfe  of  peers,  meanwhile,  lord 
Grenville  declared,  in  anfwer  to 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  that  he  would 
oppofe,  as  being  impolitic  and  dan¬ 
gerous,  any  motion  for  papers  ; 
and  lord  Spencer  expreffed  a  doubt 
whether  he  fhould  be  intruded  by 
his  majefly  to  lay  any  documents 
upon  the  table  of  that  houfel  All 
that  could  be  obtained  was  a  brief 
account,  from  earl  Howe,  of  the 
firfl  fteps  which  were  taken  by 
the  mutineers,  in  fending  him  ano¬ 
nymous  petitions,  requeuing  an 
increafe  of  pay. 

At  length,  on  the  eighth  of 
May,  after  the  fecond  diftur-bance 
had  occurred  at  Portfmouth,  the 
bufinefs  was  brought  before  the 
commons  ;  not,  however,  as  had 
been  expeded,  in  the  ftiape  of  a 
meffage,  but  in  that  of  a  financial 
refolution,  propofed  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  His  mo¬ 
tion  was,  that  a  bum  of  372,000/* 
fhould  be  granted,  to  cover  the 
increafe  of  pay,  and  the  iffue  of 
full  allowance  of  provifions,  dur¬ 
ing  nine  months.  All  enquiry, 
all  difcuffion,  he  earneftly  depre¬ 
cated  ;  and  he  iC\  afked  and  foli- 
cited  the  filent  indulgence  of  the 
houfe/ *  as  being  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  on  this  occafion.  It  could 
[T  2J  not. 
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not,  he  find,  be  too  deeply  im- 
prefled  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers, 
that  too  much  caution  could  not 
be  ufed  in  an  affair  in  which  the 
flighted:  mifreprefentation  might 
be  productive  of  the  mod  difa- 
greeable  confequences. 

To  the  refolution  itfelf  no  ob¬ 
jection  was  offered  ;  but  the  re- 
qaeft  that  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs 
might  be  pafled  over  in  filence, 
was  not  fo  readily  granted  by  fame 
of  the  members  in  oppofition.  To 
accede  to  it,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  would 
be  nothing  lefs  than  to  betray  their 
eonftituents.  It  was  pretended 
that  difcuffion  would  be  injurious ; 
but  the  real  faCt  was,  that  the  houfe 
had  already  been  too  filent  in  this 
cafe.  Had  it  earlier  interpofed, 
inftead  of  indulging  the  minifters 
with  a  feandalous  delay  of  a  fort¬ 
night,  he  believed  that  the  recent 
unpleafant  events  would  never  have 
occurred.  Secrecy  was  feldom,  if 
ever,  fo  good  a  mode  of  avoiding 
a  mifunderftanding  as  difcuffion, 
and  never  was  it  lefs  advifable 
than  now.  To  talk  of  giving 
lilent  confidence  to  fuch  an  admi- 
miftration  as  the  prefent,  was  the 
height  of  abfurdity,  and  to  give  it 
would  be  the  height  of  crimi¬ 
nality.  Had  the  minifters  been 
as  wife,  as  fuccefsful,  and  as  care¬ 
ful,  in  keeping  their  promifes,  and 
endeavouring  to  fatisfy  the  people, 
as  they  had  notorioufly  been  the 
contrary,  ff ill  the  houfe  ought  to 
call  for  a  full  explanation  of  the 
caufes  of  this  difcontent.  The 
reprefen tatives  of  the  people  would 
fail  in  their  duty,  were  they  to 
vote  away  the  public  money, 
without  demanding  to  be  informed 
upon  what  grounds,  and  whether 
their  vote  would  operate  as  an 


effectual  remedy.  He  hoped  that, 
at  fome  future  period,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  would  ftate 
fully  all  the  circumftances ;  and 
he  warned  the  houfe  againft  be¬ 
lieving  that  fo  important  a  bufmefs 
could  be  quietly  buried  in  obli¬ 
vion.  To  expeCt,  faid  he,  that 
fecrecy  can  fave  you  now,  ro 
think  that  this  queftion  can  be 
fmothered,  is  the  weakeft  of  all 
poffible  hopes,  by  indulging  in 
which  you  will  refemble  children, 
who  (hut  their  eyes,  and  think  that 
nobody  can  fee  them. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
having  inlinuated  that  Mr.  Fox 
was  inconfiftent  in  complaining  of 
deficient  information,  and  yet  in¬ 
tending  to  vote  for  the  refolution, 
the  latter  gentleman  anfwered, 
that  what  he  knew  from  public 
report  fufficiently  juftified  his  vote, 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  he  had 
a  right  to  complain  that  the  houfe 
was  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  this 
momentous  fubjeCt  ;  and,  being 
thus  called  up  in  his  own  defence, 
he  did  not  fail  to  retaliate  by  a 
fecond  and  even  more  vehement 
philippic  againft  the  minifters, 
whom  he  described  as  being  “  men 
who  faw  every  hope  difconcerted 
which  they  had  indulged,  every 
expectation  which  they  had  formed 
difappointed  ;  men  who,  after  all 
their  affertions,  and  all  their 
boafts,  were  compelled  to  come 
down  to  that  houfe,  and  found 
new  meafures  on  the  failure  of 
their  plans,  and  the  difappointment 
of  their  views.” 

Mr.  Sheridan  fpoke  with  equal 
vehemence.  He  bitterly  repro¬ 
bated  the  procraftination  which 
had  taken  place,  noticed  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  application  to 
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parliament  having  been  delayed 
till  new  didurbances  had  broken 
out,  and  urged  the  neceffity  of  a 
vote  of  cenfure  upon  the  minifters, 
for  their  dilatory  conduct  at  fuch 
a  critical  period.  After  a  few 
words  in  explanation,  from  Mr. 
Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Sheridan, 
the  refolution  was  agreed  to. 

When,  next  day,  the  bill, 
founded  upon  this  refolution,  was 
brought  up,  the  debate  was 
warmly  renewed.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  opened  the  difcuffion,  by 
alking  why  the  propofition  now 
before  the  boufe  had  not  earlier 
been  brought  forward.  Had  this, 
he  faid,  been  done,  the  difadrous 
confequences  which  had  taken 
place  might  have  been  prevented  ; 
and,  therefore,  unlefs  a  fatisfac- 
tory  caufe  were  affigned  for  a 
delay  which  had  proved  fo  fatal, 
he  would  move  a  direct  vote  of 
cenfure  againft  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  for  grofs  negled 
of  duty. 

In  reply  to  this,  Mr.  Pitt 
urged  that  as  much  hade  had 
been  made  as  was  confident  with 
the  necedary  forms  and  regula¬ 
tions.  The  petition  of  the  fea- 
men  was  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  on 
the  26th  of  April,  their  report 
was  fubmitted  to  the  king  in 
council,  and  directions  were  then 
immediately  iflued  to  prepare  the 
edimates  of  the  fum  which  the 
augmentation  of  pay  would  re¬ 
quire.  He  had  himfelf  alfo  dated 
to  the  houfe  that  fuch  an  aug¬ 
mentation  was  intended,  and  that 
providon  mud  be  made  for  it. 
Still,  he  confefled  it  to  be  cer¬ 
tainly  a  faCt,  that  the  requifite 
meafures  had  not  been  hurried  on 
wit})  the  fame  fpeed  that  they 
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would  have  been,  had  there  exided 
the  (lighted  fufpicion  that  a  de¬ 
lay  would  caufe  any  mifeond ruc¬ 
tion  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
government. 

This  confeffion  drew  down  upon 
the  chanceller  of  the  exchequer 
the  utmod  afperity  of  cenfure  from 
fome  of  the  members  of  the  op¬ 
position.  Mr.  Fox  led  the  way, 
by  declaring  that,  from  what  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  juft 
dated,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
delay  complained  of  was  a  neg- 
leCi  of  duty  as  intolerable  as  it 
was  difaftrous.  Tracing  ftep  by 
ftep  the  progrefs  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion  with  the  Teamen,  and  not 
fparing  even  the  admiralty,  which 
he  charged  with  flagrant  incapa¬ 
city,  Mr.  Fox  contended  that, 
from  ftrft  to  lad,  there  had  been, 
on  the  part  of  the  government, 
a  negligence  and  lofs  of  time 
which  deferved  to  be  viflted  by 
the  heavieft  punifliment.  Wag 
this,  he  afked,  a  period  for  petty 
formalities  and  official  procrafti- 
nation  ?  Was  it  necedary  to  fuf- 
pend  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  import 
that  the  imnifters*  clerks  might 
have  leifure  to  form  their  edi¬ 
mates  a'Tbrding  to  rule  ?  Could 
it  be  pretended  that  the  minifter 
was  ignorant  of  what  would  be 
decided  by  the  council  ?  What 
neceffity  was  there  even  for  the 
opinion  of  the  council  to  be  taken, 
feeing  that  the  a&ive  part  of  that 
council  were  the  very  men  who 
had  agreed  to  the  tranfa&ion  on 
which  the  council  was,  for  mere 
form’s  fake  to  deliberate,  and 
that  a  pardon  had  been  already 
proclaimed  ?  The  agreement  with 
the  feamen  was  entered  into  on 
the  23rd  of  April ;  the  tardy  or¬ 
der  of  council  came  forth  on  the 
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3rd  of  May,  yet  five  days  more 
were  fufFered  to  elapfe,  before  the 
houfe  of  commons  was  called  upon 
to  vote  the  fupply  which  was 
wanted  to  carry  the  agreement 
into  complete  effeft.  If  this 
country,  exclaimed  he,  be  doomed 
to  ruin,  was  ever  country  ruined 
by  imbecility  fo  grofs,  by  mif- 
condudt  fo  unparalleled  1 

More  vehement  in  his  language, 
more  pointed  in  his  cenfure,  than 
Mr.  Fox  had  been,  Mr.  Sheridan 
argued  in  nearly  the  fame  man¬ 
ner.  He  at  once  laughed  to  fcorn, 
and  treated  as  an  infult  upon  the 
public,  the  pretext,  as  he  deemed 
it,  that  the  delay  was  oceafioned 
by  the  neceffity  of  waiting  for 
eftimates.  The  minifter,  he  faid, 
could  deprecate  and  relift  a  mo¬ 
ment's  delay  to  the  granting  of 
the  -imperial  loan,  though  it  wai 
notorious  that  intelligence  was 
expended  to  arrive  which  would 
put  that  loan  out  of  the  queftion  ; 
he  could  ufe  all  due  diligence  in 
Hopping  the  calh-payments  at  the 
bank,  and  could  hurry  the  love- 
xeign  to  town  at  an  unufuai  hour, 
and  in  the  rnoft  extraordinary 
way,  to  ifiue  the  order  of  coun¬ 
cil  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  in  this 
cafe,  where  the  very  exiftence  of 
the  nation  was  at  flake,  he  could 
fee  nothing  that  called  for  hafte. 
Could  any  one  wonder  that  the 
failors  were  diffatisfed,  that  they 
fufpecled  inflncerity,  when  they 
law  the  minifters  take  no  fteps 
'  whatever  to  ratify  the  promifes 
which  the  admiralty  had  made  ? 

Though  favourable  to  the  grant 
which  was  now  to  be  voted  to  the 
feamen,  he  did  not,  however,  fuf- 
fer  the  mode  in  which  they  had 
obtained  it  to  pafs  unreprobated. 
Their  condud:  was,  he  faid,  un- 

i  >  ;  -  * 


fair,  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
brave,  generous  and  open  character 
of  Britifti  feamen ;  nor  had  he  a 
doubt  that  there  had  been  a  foul 
interference  with  them,  and  means 
of  the  bafeft  nature  ufed,  to  induce 
them  to  take  the  blameable  fteps 
which  they  had  taken.  Whoever, 
for  the  mere  purpofe  of  having  their 
objefts  carried,  had  advifed  them 
to  put  their  country  into  fuch 
peril  as  it  flood  in  at  the  prefect 
moment,  were  the  vileft  of  trai¬ 
tors.  At  the  fame  time,  he  wifh- 
ed  the  houfe  to  declare  that  it 
alfented  to  this  grant  as  being  the 
real  right  of  the  Britifh  navy  j 
and,  for  doing  this,  he  afllgned  as 
a  reafon,  that  the  fullen  ftlence 
which  was  recommended  by  the 
minifter  might  induce  the  feamen 
to  believe  that  the  boon  was  un¬ 
willingly  bellowed,  and,  at  fome 
future  opportunity,  might,  per¬ 
haps,  be  refumed. 

As,  according  to  his  theory,  the 
whole  mifehief  was  to  be  traced 
to  the  flagrant  imbecility  of  the 
minifters,  he  propofed  to  remedy 
in  a  Angular  manner  their  want  of 
capacity.  This  was  to  be  ac- 
complifhed  by  the  formation  of 
a  joint  committee,  confifting  of  a 
few  members  of  each  houfe,  which 
was  never  to  fufpend  its  fittings 
for  more  than  eight  hours,  and 
was  to  be  invefted  with  power 
to  fend  for  perfons  and  papers,  and 
to  adjourn  from  place  tt>  place,  as 
occaflon  might  require. 

By  Mr.  Pitt  this  was  deferibed 
as  being  nothing  lefs  than  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  felze  upon  a  moment  of 
alarm,  in  order  to  carry  a  meafure 
which  would  effect  a  change  in 
our  conftitution.  It  feemed  to 
him,  he  faid,  as  far  as  he  could 
unde rft and  it,  to  be  a  plan  to  fu- 


HISTORY  OF 

perfede  not  merely  the  minifters, 
but  the  whole  functions  of  the 
government,  and  even  of  the  par¬ 
liament,  and  the  general  law  of 
the  land.  Of  fuch  a  fcheme  it  was 
not  difficult  to  forefee  what  the 
late  would  be,  whenever  the  hon. 
member  might  think  proper  to  lay 
it  fully  before  the  houfe. 

It  was,  on  the  contrary,  warm¬ 
ly  contended  by  Mr.  Fox,  that 
the  propofed  committee  would  be 
a  wife  and  fahuary  meafure.  Mr. 
Sheridan,  too,  per  filled  in  declar¬ 
ing  that  he  would  bring  forward 
a  motion  for  its  appointment. 
Cooler  reflection  feems,  however, 
to  have  changed  his  opinion  ;  for 
nothing  more  was  laid  by  him 
upon  this  fubjedl. 

The  debate  upon  this  point 
being  terminated,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  moved,  which  was 
carried,  that,  in  the  bill  relative 
to  the  feamen,  provifion  fliould  be 
made  for  allowing  the  full  amount 
of  wages  to  all  wounded  petty 
officers  and  feamen,  which  wages 
fliould  be  continued  till  they  were 
either  cured  or  provided  for  in 
fome  other  manner.  The  bill  was 
then  brought  in,  forwarded  im¬ 
mediately  through  all  its  ftages, 
and  fent  to  the  lords,  who  had 
previouily  been  requeued  to  con¬ 
tinue  fitting,  in  order  to  receive 
it. 

When  the  bill  was  received  by 
the  lords,  confiderable  altercation 
took  place ;  lord  Suffolk,  lord 
Rawdon,  and  the  dukes  of  Bed-? 
lord  and  Grafton  calling  for  in¬ 
formation,  and  cenfuring  the  pail 
delay,  and  lord  Grenville,  and 
other  peers,  efpecially  the  lord 
chancellor,  deprecating  debate,  as 
tending  only  to  raife  frill  further 
doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  feamen. 


The  whole  of  the  mifehief  (hat 
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had  happened  was  attributed,  by 
lord  Grenville,  to  the  inconfide- 
rate  difeuffion,  as  he  termed  it, 
which  the  duke  of  Bedford  had 
excited  a  few  nights  before,  and 
to  the  ihameful  mifre.prefentations 
of  it  which  had  appeared  in  thofc 
iS  diforderlv  and  unconftitutional” 
vehicles  of  intelligence,  the  public 
papers.  This  charge  drew  forth 
a  fpirited  reply  from  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  who  dared  his  lordfhip 
to  the  proof,  and  retorted,  by  af¬ 
firming  that  it  was  from  the  noble 
lord’s  anfwer,  on  the  former  even¬ 
ing,  that  the  recent  calamity,  in 
reality,  originated.  The  bill  was 
then  paffed,  and  the  royal  affent 
was  given  to  it  before  the  houfe 
adjourned. 

Hie  threatened  motion  of  Mr, 
Whitbread  was  made  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  after  a  vain  attempt, 
by  Mr.  Yorke,  to  induce  him  to 
poflpone  it.  The  refolution  which 
he  moved  was,  “  that  the  right 
hon.  William  Pitt,  in  having  fo 
long  delayed  to  prefen t  the  ef- 
timate  of  the  fum  neceffary  for 
defraying  the  expences  of  an  in- 
creafe  of  pay,  and  alfo  of  the  pro¬ 
pofed  iifue  of  a  full  allowance  of 
pro villons  to  the  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  of  his  Majefty’s  navy,  has 
been  guilty  of  a  grofs  breach  of 
duty,  and  defer  ves  the  cenfure  of 
this  houfe/*  ( 

Far  from  confenting,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  faid,  to  poftpone  his  mo¬ 
tion,  he  fin  corely  regretted  that 
he  had  not  at  once  moved  a  vote 
of  cenfure  on  the  preceding  night, 
that  the  cenfure  might  have  ac¬ 
companied  the  aft  to  Portfmouth, 
and  thus  exonerated  the  houfe 
from  the  fufpicion  of  having  been 
a  party  to  the  delay.  It  was  his 
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fixed  belief  that  all  the  mifchief 
had  been  occafioned  by  the  mif- 
conduft  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  that  hon.  gentleman  had 
himfelf  confeffed  that  he  might 
have  afted  with  greater  difpatch. 
That  he  might  have  done  fo  was, 
in  faft,  rendered  obvious  by  a 
reference  to  dates.  Were  the 
minifter  one  of  thofe  fcrupulous, 
plodding  ftatefmen,  who  never  de¬ 
viated  from  the  rules  of  office,  or 
from  conftitutional  forms,  fome 
excufe  might  be  found  for  him  ; 
but  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  one 
who  could  unhefitatingly  trample 
upon  all  forms,  fet  afide  all  efta- 
blifhed  cuftoms,  and  violate  every 
rule  both  of  official  and  eonfti- 
tutional  ufage,  when  his  object 
was  to  infringe  on  the  liberties 
of  the  people.  Could  it  be  for¬ 
gotten  with  what  rapidity  he 
had  pulhed  through  the  houfe  the 
bill  for  fufpending  the  habeas-cor- 
pus  aft,  after  he  had  conjured  up 
an  idle  alarm,  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  depriving  the  people  of  their 
freedom  ?  But,  when  a  mutiny 
was  raging  on  board  the  fleet, 
when  our  laft  refource  was  at 
flake,  when  every  thing  moll 
valuable  to  the  country  was  in 
extreme  peril,  then  the  routine  of 
office  muft  be  fcrupuloufly  ob- 
ferved,  then  delay  mull  be  per- 
fifted  in,  till  we  were  brought 
upon  the  verge  of  inflant  deftruc. 
tion,  without  a  Angle  ftep  being 
taken  to  avert  the  impending 
blow.  Mr.  Whitbread  concluded 
by  moving  his  refolution,  which 
was  feconded  by  Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.  Pitt  vindicated  himfelf 
briefly,  and  in  a  moderate  tone. 
Declaring  that  he  did  not  wilh 
to  fhift  off  the  burthen  of  refpgn- 


fibility  from  his  own  Ihoulders, 
he,  neverthelefs,  reminded  the 
houfe  that  it  was  no  part  of  his 
duty  to  prefent  or  prepare  the  ef- 
timates,  or  give  directions  for 
them  to  be  prepared.  He  then, 
as  on  a  former  occaflon,  ftated  the 
ffeps  which  had  been  fucceffively 
taken,  and  contended  that  there 
had  been  no  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  evil  confequences  would 
arife  from  more  hafte  not  being 
made,  or  that  the  minifters  were 
not  fincerely  deflrous  of  com¬ 
pleting  the  engagements  which 
had  been  entered  into  with  the 
feamen.  It  was  his  opinion  that 
the  mifchief  was  produced  by  an 
induftrious  and  ffudious  mifrepre- 
fentation  of  a  difcuffion  which 
had  been  un wifely-  provoked  in 
the  upper  houfe.  In  faft,  it  was 
abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  there  had 
been  any  voluntary  delay  on  the 
part  of  the  minifters,  whofe  in- 
tereft,  as  well  as  duty,  it  ob= 
vioufly  was,  to  reftore  tranquil¬ 
lity  with  all  practicable  fpeed. 

In  confequence  of  what  had 
been  faid  by  Mr.  Pitt,  with  re. 
fpeft  to  his  freedom  from  refpon- 
flbility,  Mr.  Whitbread  worded 
his  motion  fo  as  to  include  the 
whole  of  the  miniftry  in  the  cen- 
fure  ;  and,  the  words  <£  caufing  to 
be  prefented”  were  added  at  the 
fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Fox. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Rofe,  junior.  Sir  William 
Geary*  Mr.  Yorke,  and  Mr.  Mar¬ 
tin,  the  latter  of  which  gentle¬ 
men  generally  afted  with  the 
party  in  oppofition.  It  was  faid 
to  be  impolitic  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  even  fuppofing  it  to  be  juft  ; 
but  it  was  added  that  there  was, 
in  truth,  no  ground  for  charging 
the  minifters  with  having  afted 

criminally. 


t 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [233 


criminally.  Even  thofe  who  now 
came  forward  to  propofe  a  cen- 
fure  on  the  delay,  had  not  them- 
felves  predi&ed,  and  confequently 
had  not  been  aware,  that  any  dan¬ 
ger  would  arife  from  that  delay, 
but  had  confined  their  exertions 
to  calling  for  documents.  As  to 
the  idea  that  the  immediate  ra¬ 
tification  of  the  agreement  had 
been  ftipulated  for  by  the  failors, 
fir  William  Geary  contended  that 
it  was  erroneous  ;  and,  as  evidence 
that  it  was  fo,  he  ftated  the  fad 
that  the  fleet  had  dropped  down 
to  St.  Helen’s,  for  the  purpofe  of 
proceeding  to  Tea,  though  no  fuch 
ratification  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  Fox  was  the  chief  fup- 
porter  of  the  motion,  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  which  he  dwelt  upon  in 
a  long  and  eloquent  fpeech ;  a 
large  part  of  which,  however, 
was  occupied  by  his  accuftomed 
charges,  of  ignorance,  folly,  and 
imbecility,  againft  the  minifters. 
Thofe  minifters,  he  faid,  had  en¬ 
joyed  all  the  benefit  of  the 
fecrecy  of  which  they  were  fo 
much  enamoured  ;  and  the  refult 
was  fuch  as  to  prove,  what  the 
wifeft  men  had  aflerted,  that  pub¬ 
lic  difcuflion  is  the  beft  fecurity 
for  public  welfare,  and  for  the 
fafety  of  every  good  government. 
But  he  was  now,  it  feemed,  ac- 
cufed  of  not  having  predided 
what  would  happen.  To  this  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  fufficient  to 
anfwer, .  that,  if  he  had  predided 
the  coming  danger,  his  antagonifts 
would  not  have  failed  to  charge 
him  with  having  by  that  means 
produced  it.  Thus,  if  he  and  his 
friends  ftated  that  delay  might  be 
dangerous,  they  were  to  be  told 
that  they  were  the  caufe  ©f  the 
mifchief, ;  and  if  they  remained 


filent,  they  were  to  be  told  that, 
as  they  had  not  forefeen  what 
would  take  place,  they  had  no 
right  to  complain. 

This  cafe,  Mr.  Fox  contend¬ 
ed,  manifdtly  called  for  ex¬ 
traordinary  expedition.  The  mi¬ 
nifters  ought  to  have  known  that 
delay  might,  and  probably  would, 
be  productive  of  fatal  effeCts. 
Even  fuppofing,  which  he  did  not, 
that  mifreprefentation  had  given 
rife  to  this  fecond  mutiny,  ought 
they  not  to  have  provided  againft; 
fuch  an  event  ?  He  who  eaufed 
the  habeas-corpus  aCt  to  be  fuf- 
pended,  mull  furely  be  aware  of 
the  exiftence  of  jacobins,  as  he 
called  them,  in  the  country,  who 
would  be  ready  to  mifreprefent 
his  intentions.  Why,  then,  did 
he  furnifti  them  with  pretexts  ? 
By  expedition  on  the  part  of  the 
minifters,  the  defigns  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  public  tranquillity  would 
have  been  defeated,  and  they  were 
without  excufe  for  having  neg- 
leCled  to  employ  it.  But,  could 
it  be  fuppofed  that  the  feamen 
would  be  content  with  a  promife, 
while  they  faw  no  fteps  taking  for 
its  fulfilment  ?  A  promife,  faid 
he,  is  in  its  nature,  an  incom¬ 
plete  adt,  and  the  longer  you  are 
in  performing  it,  the  more  reafon 
do  you  give  for  doubting  your 
fincerity.  To  the  cry  that  the 
minifters  were  fincere,  and  that 
they  could  have  no  intereft  in  be¬ 
ing  otherwife,  he  anfwered  that  he 
believed  their  fincerity,  and  that 
it  was  difficult  to  difeover  what 
intereft  any  man  could  have  in 
guilt,  or  why  minifters  Ihould  be 
bad  ones  ;  yet  bad  minifters  had 
done,  and  he  feared  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  do,  much  mifchief  to 
mankind  ;  and  as  to  the  plea  that 
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thofe  who  were  now  accufed  were 
fincere,  it  was  unavailing  againft 
the  charge  of  their  having  de¬ 
layed  to  give  the  proof  or  their 
being  fo. 

It  was,  on  the  other  fide,  main® 
tained  by  Mr.  Dundas,  not  only 
that  no  extraordinary  delay  had 
taken  place,  but  alfo  that  no  hu¬ 
man  being  could  have  forefeen 
the  fecond  mutiny,  and,  therefore 
that  no  blame  could  be  imputed 
to  the  minifters.  Bitter  as  the 
oppofition  were  now,  they  did 
not,  at  the  time,  anticipate  any 
fuch  eonfequences  as  thofe  which 
had  arifen.  They  had  not  thrown 
out  the  remoteft  hint  ef  their 
having  that  foreknowledge  which 
they  now  claimed.  If  Mr.  Fox 
did  then  really  apprehend  danger, 
it  was  his  duty  to  communicate 
his  information  or  his  ideas  to 
his  Majefty’s  miniilers.  But,  in 
truth,  no  idea  of  the  kind  exiited  ; 
nor  would  any  thing  difagreeable 
have  occurred,  had  not  the  moil 
fcandalous  and  ftrenuous  efforts 


been  made  to  lead  the  feamen 
aftray,  by  mifreprefenting  to  them 
the  condutff  of  the  government. 
That  he  and  his  colleagues  la¬ 
mented  deeply  the  events  which 
had  taken  place  was  certain  ;  but 
they  could  coiffcientioufly  declare 
that  they  had  no  reafon  to  give 
way  to  feelings  of  remorfe.  It 
was  a  great  confolation  to  know 
that  the  feamen  were  not  infeTed 
with  Jacobinical  principles.  Their 
loyalty  was  unimpaired,  and  he 
firmly  believed  that  it  would  ever 
remain  fo.  As,  therefore,  there 
was  no  pretence  for  charging  the 
minifters  with  a  negleft  of  their 
duty,  he  trufted  that  the  houfe 
would  put  its  negative  upon  a 
motion  which  he  could  hardly 
perfuade  himfelf  had  been  ferioufly 
made. 

After  fome  further  debate,  not 
animated  by  any  thing  of  elo¬ 
quence  or  novelty,  the  queftion 
was  put,  and  the  vote  of  cenfure 
was  rejefted  by  237  negative 
againlt  63  affirmative  voices* 


CHAP.  XL 

lliftory  of  the  Mutiny  continued .  Breading  out  of  the  Mutiny  in  the  Med-, 
way.  The  Mutineers  remove  the  Ships  to  the  More ,  DifrefpeB  fhewn 
to  Admiral  Buckner .  The  Concejfions  granted,  to  the  Seamen  at  the  other 
Torts  rejected  by  thofe  at  the  More .  Exorbitant  Demands  of  the  Mu¬ 
tineers,  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  refufe  to  grant  them ,  or  to  go  to 
Sheernefs.  They  are  at  length  induced  to  go,  but  their  'Journey  is  fruit* 
lefs .  The  Mutineers  prevail  on  the  Lancajler  to  make  common  Caife  with 
them.  Their  piratical  Adis,  They  blockade  the  Entrance  of  the 
Thames,  The  greateft  part  of  Admiral  Duncan’s  Squadron  joins  them , 
The  Clyde  and  St,  Fiorenzo  efcape.  Alarm  excited  in  the  neighbouring 
Cotinties  and  the  Capital ,  Fall  of  the  Stocks.  Proceedings  in  Parliament. 

Mr.  Sheridan  propofes  the  Appointment  of  a  Commifjion  to  negotiate  with 
the  Mutineers.  He  withdraws  his  Motion  at  the  Requef  of  the  Minifters. 
He  cenfures  the  Mutineers  with  much  Severity.  Proclamation  declaring 
certain  Ships  to  be  in  a  Jlate  of  Rebellion.  Meffage  from  the  Throne  to  the 
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twa  Houfes.  Debates  on  the  Addrefs.  Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt,  declaring 
the  Neceffity  of  new  Laws  to  fupprfs  the  Mutiny .  Speech  of  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  who  demurs  to  a  Part  of  the  Addrefs.  Reply  of  Mr.  Dundas,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  Addrefs  unanimoufly  carried.  Mr. 
Pitt  brings  in  a  Bill  for  the  better  Prevention  and  Punijh  merit  of  Attempts 
to  feduce  the  Land  and  Sea  Forces.  His  Speech.  The  Meafure  con - 
fdered  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  not  to  be  fufficiently  firong .  He  recom¬ 
mends  the  Penalty  of  Death.  Remarks  on  his  Propofah  His  Suggeftion 
is  adopted  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Gbfervations  of  Mr.  Hobhoufe  and  Mr.  Wm 
Smith .  Speech  of  Mr.  Tierney.  1  he  Bill  puffs  immediately  through 
both  Houfes •  A  Bill  brought  in,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for  refraining  Intercourfe 
with  the  rebellious  Seamen.  Objections  urged  by  Sir  John  Sinclair . 
Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Bill  oppofed  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  Mr. 
Sturt.  Violent  Speech  of  the  latter  Member.  The  Bill  is  pajfed.  All 
pa  fed  to  prevent  the  Adminifi  ration  of  unlawful  Oaths.  Narrative  of 
the  Mutiny  refumed.  The  Government  determines  to  aft  with  the  utmofi 
Rigour.  Prudence  of  this  Determination.  Preparations  for  the  Attack 
of  the  Rebels.  Zeal  of  Individuals  and  Public  Bodies.  The  Eaf  India 
Company  invite  their  Officers  to  afi.fi  the  Government.  Reflation  pajfed 
by  the  Merchants  and  Ship  Owners  of  the  Metropolis.  The  Mutineers 
begin  to  be  alarmed.  They  difpatch  Lord  Northejk  to  Town  voith  a 
Letter  to  his  Majefty .  Terms  propofed  by  them.  The  Lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  refnfe  to  lifien  to  them.  Gbfervations  on  Revolters.  Situation 
of  the  Mutinous  Seamen.  A  Part  of  the  Crews  at  the  Nore  averfe  from 
Mutiny.  Precautions  taken  againfi  them.  Mutiny  begins  to  break  up. 
Submffion  of  the  Lancafier  and  Naiad.  Efcape  of  the  Serapis ,  Dif- 
ccvery,  and  Firm.  Alarms  and  Debates  in  the  Mutinous  Squadron • 
I  he  Mutineers  attempt  to  negotiate ,  but  are  not  Ifiened  to.  Breaking  up 
of  the  Mutiny.  Efcape  of  the  Sxepulfe,  Leopard,  and  Ardent.  Sur¬ 
render  of  all  the  remaining  Vejfels.  Trial  and  Execution  of  Parker . 
Mutiny  in  Admiral  Duncan's  Squadron  „•  begins  in  the  Trent  Frigate. 
The  Admiral  puts  to  Sea,  but  is  abandoned  by  all  but  two  of  his  Ships. 
His  Speech  to  the  Crew  of  his  Ship.  He  puts  a  Stop  to  a  Confpiracy  on 
board  of  the  V enerable.  Bad  State  of  Lord  St.  Vincent’s  Squadron . 
Two  Mutinies  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Spirited  Conduit  of  General 
Dundas.  The  Mutineers  are  put  down  by  the  Threat  of  ufing  Force 
againfi  them .  Plot  on  Board  of  the  Pompe'e.  The  Hermione  carried  into 
a  Spanijh  Port  by  her  Crew.  Conclujion. 


11[7HILE  the  nation  had  not 
^  *  yet  breathed  from  the  fears 
pccafioned  by  the  fecond  difturb- 
ance  at  Portfmouth,  its  alarm  was 
raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch,  by  the 
breaking  out  of  a  much  more 
formidable  mutiny  among  the  fea~ 
men  at  tbs  Nore.  This  mutiny 
commenced  in  the  Medway,  on 


board  of  the  Sandvvich,  on  the 
nth  of  May,  fpread  immediately 
to  the  Diredor,  and  thence  to  all 
the  veffels  in  that  quarter.  Many 
of  the  officers  were  fent  on  fhore, 
the  reft  were  filenced,  the  red  flag 
was  hoifted,  and  all  authority  was 
ufurped  .by  the  revolters,  who 
chofe  as  their  organ  a  committee 
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of  delegates,  the  prefident  of  which 
was  Richard  Parker,  a  man  of 
fome  intelligence  and  education. 
A  committee,  of  twelve  perfons, 
bearing  the  name  of  a  committee 
of  vigilance,  was  alfo  formed  in 
each  veffel,  to  regulate  its  inter¬ 
nal  management,  and  no  man  was 
fuffered  to  quit  his  fhip  without 
a  paffport,  which  was  called  a 
liberty-ticket.  At  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  revolt,  the  delegates 
held  their  conferences  at  Sheer- 
nefs,  through  the  ftreets  of  which 
town  they  and  their  companions 
paraded  with  mufic  and  banners ; 
difplaying,  as  they  pa  fled  along, 
more  than  the  ufual  infolence  of 
vulgar  triumph.  In  order  to  con¬ 
centrate  their  force,  and  to  be  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  batteries,  the 
next  ftep  of  the  mutineers  was 
to  remove  the  Ihips  from  the  river, 
and  from  Sheernefs,  to  the  Great 
Nore.  Among  the  {hips  which 
they  compelled  to  join  them,  was 
the  St.  Fiorenzo  frigate,  fitted  up 
for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  to 
Germany  the  recently  married 
prince  and  princefs  of  Wirtem- 
bergh. 

When  affairs  had  continued  for 
nine  days  in  this  ftate,  admiral 
Buckner  went  on  board  the  Sand¬ 
wich,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
known  the  proclamation  of  the 
king’s  pardon,  in  cafe  the  men 
would  return  to  their  duty  ;  it 
being  underftood  that  this  would 
be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  them.  It 
was,  however,  foon  found  that 
this  was  an  erroneous  idea.  He 
was  received  without  any  of  thofe 
marks  of  refpetd  which  were  due 
to  his  rank  ;  and  Parker  prefen  ted 
to  him  a  paper,  containing  a  lift 


of  what  were  confidered  as  griev¬ 
ances  ;  declaring,  at  the  fame 
time,  that,  till  thofe  alleged  griev¬ 
ances  were  redreffed,  they  would 
not  deliver  up  the  power  that 
they  held  in  their  hands.  He 
added,  that  a  board  of  admiralty 
mu  ft  attend  to  ratify  the  condi¬ 
tions.  The  admiral  confequently 
departed,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day  or  two,  his  flag  was  ftruck  by 
the  mutinous  feamen. 

The  terms  demanded  by  thefe 
mutineers  were  fuch  as  would  have 
fubverted  all  difcipline,  and  con¬ 
verted  the  navy  into  that  which, 
in  their  exultation  at  the  news 
of  thefe  events,  the  French  2 fi¬ 
fe  r  ted  the  mutinous  fquadron  to 
be,  namely,"  a  floating  republic. 
In  addition  to  the  conceflions  al¬ 
ready  granted,  and  thofe  which 
had  been  refufed,  they  required  a 
more  equal  diftribution  of  prize- 
money,  the  expunging  of  feveral 
of  the  articles  of  war,  an  indem¬ 
nity  to  deferters,  an  advance  of 
money  to  preffed  men,  and  that 
no  officer,  who  had  been  turned 
out  of  any  fhip,  fhould  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fame  fhip  again 
without  the  confent  of  the  crew. 
Other  claims,  of  minor  import¬ 
ance,  were  likewife  made. 

To  this  the  lords  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  through  the  medium  of 
admiral  Buckner,  replied  in  a 
temperate  but  firm  manner,  that 
nothing  more  was  to  be  expedied 
than  had  been  granted,  that  they 
did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  vifit 
Sheernefs,  and  that  it  behoved  the 
feamen  to  confider,  ferioufly,  whe¬ 
ther  it  would  not  be  more  pru¬ 
dent  for  them  to  avail  themfelves 
of  his  majefty’s  offered  pardon, 

than 
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than  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
confequences  that  might  refult 
from  their  continuing  in  a  ftate  of 
difobedience.  A  proclamation  was 
alfo  iffued  to  the  fame  effect. 

There  being,  however,  an  idea 
afloat,  that  the  prefence  of  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  would  in¬ 
duce  the  feamen  to  accept  the 
terras  already  offered,  their  lord- 
(hips  thought  it  advifable  to  re¬ 
cede  from  their  refolution  of  not 
going  down  to  Sheernefs.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  a  part  of  them,  with 
earl  Spencer  at  their  head,  pro¬ 
ceeded  £0  that  place  ;  but,  finding 
that  the  revolters  were  animated 
by  a  moft  refradory  fpirit,  they 
broke  off  all  intercourfe  with 
them,  and  returned  to  London. 

Becoming  daily  more  daring, 
the  mutineers  now  fent  a  deputa¬ 
tion  up  the  river,  to  prevail  on 
the  crews  of  the  veffels  lying  at 
Longreach,  to  drop  down  to  the 
Note.  They  fucceeded  in  cor¬ 
rupting  the  crew  of  the  Lancafter 
of.  64  guns,  but  the  dread  of 
being  fired  upon  with  red-hot 
foot,  by  the  batterries  at  Gravef- 
end  and  Tilbury,  prevented  that 
veflel  from  joining  with  the  re¬ 
volted  fquadron.  The  mutineers 
next  feized  upon  the  Grampus 
and  Serapis  ftore-foips,  and  took 
out  the  ftores,  flopped  a  veffel 
laden  with,  flour,  fired  at  two 
frigates  which  had  been  ordered 
to  put  to  fea,  and  committed 
other  ads  of  plunder  and  piracy. 
Encouraged,  probably,  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  a  part  of  the  north-fea 
fquadron,  to  take  a  foare  in  their 
revolt,  they  at  length  had  the 
audacity  to  blockade  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames ;  the  Standard,  In- 
fpecTor,  Brilliant,  and  Swan,  be¬ 
ing  moored  for  that  purpofe,  at 


equal  diftances  acrofs  the  entrance 
of  the  river.  They  were  foon 
after  reinforced  by  another  por¬ 
tion  of  admiral  Duncan’s  fleet, 
which  increafed  their  number  to 
twenty-four  or  twenty-five  fail, 
more  than  half  of  which  were  of 
the  line.  The  Clydeand  St.  Fio- 
renzo  frigates  were,  however, 
fortunate  enough,  by  the  dex¬ 
terous  management  of  their  com¬ 
manders,  to  efcape  from  the  bon¬ 
dage  in  which  they  were  held ; 
the  former  running  into  Sheer¬ 
nefs,  the  latter  into  Harwich. 
The  St.  Fiorenzo  was  fired  upon  by 
the  mutineers,  but  gallantly  con¬ 
tinued  her  courfe. 

Thefe  daring  ads  of  rebellion, 
which  feemed  to  imply  an  almofl 
entire  alienation  of  loyalty  in 
thofe  who  committed  them,  in- 
fpired  alarm  in  the  whole  country, 
but  efpecially  in  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
ties,  and  in  the  capital.  Troops 
were  poured  into  all  the  towns, 
and  every  precaution  was  taken, 
as  though  an  immediate  invafion 
were  apprehended.  At  Sheernefs, 
where  a  bombardment  from  the 
fleet  was  expeded,  numbers  of  the 
inhabitants  quitted  their  dwell¬ 
ings,  and  thofe  who  were  them¬ 
felves  bound  down  to  the  fpot, 
difpatched  their  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren  to  a  place  of  fafety.  In 
London,  though  its  diftance  fe. 
cured  it  from  danger,  the  fituation 
of  affairs  occasioned  a  general 
gloom,  and  not  lefs  indignation. 
One  lign  of  the  univerfal  depref- 
fion  was  the  fall  of  the  flocks ; 
thofe  fecurities  gradually  declin¬ 
ing  in  va  ue,  till,  at  the  begin- 
ning  of  June,  they  fank  to  47  £ 
per  cent.  In  this  inftance,  at 
leaft,  they  were  a  faithful  indi¬ 
cator  of  the  public  feeling. 
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We  muft  now  break  off,  for 
a  while,  from  the  proceedings  of 
the  mutineers,  to  trace  the  pro- 
grefs  of  thofe  which  they  rendered 
neceffary  in  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament. 

As  foon  as  the  firft  intelligence 
of  the  difturbances  at  the  Nore 
reached  the  metropolis,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  bring  forward  a  conciliatory 
plan,  from  which  he  hoped  that 
the  moft  beneficial  confequences 
would  arife.  His  plan  was,  to 
form  a  commiffion,  compofed  of 
men  of  all  parties  and  defcriptions, 
which  fhould  be  empowered  to 
examine  the  claims  of  the  feamen, 
accede  to  thofe  which  appeared 
to  be  juft,  and  refufe  thofe  which 
it  would  be  impolitic  or  danger¬ 
ous  to  grant.  This  fcheme  ob- 
vioufly  bore  fome  refemblance  to 
that  which  he  produced  on  the 
occafion  of  the  fecond  mutiny  at 
Portfmouth.  At  the  defire  of  the 
minifter,  he,  however,  poftponed 
it  in  the  firft  inftance,  and,  after 
a  lapfe  of  three  days,  confented  to 
abandon  it.  In  fad:,  the  malady 
had  become  too  ferious  to  admit 
of  any  but  powerful  remedies 
being  applied.  In  the  fpeech 
which  he  made  on  withdrawing 
his  motion,  he  feverely  repro¬ 
bated  the  condud  of  the  mif- 
guided  feamen,  and  vindicated  his 
own  charader  from  the  afperfions 
thrown  on  it  by  a  printed  rriani- 
feflo,  pretending  to  be  an  appeal 
from  the  failors  of  lord  Bridport’s 
fleet  to  the  Britifh  nation,  and 
which  affeded  to  confider  him 
as  hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  the 
feamen.  Tims  paper,  which  was 
extenfively  circulated  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  and  Sheernefs,  was,  on  the 
face  of  it,  not  the  production  of 


a  Tailor’s  pen.  Among  the  daring 
falfehoods  which  it  afferted,  if 
was  not  one  of  the  lea  ft:  mifchiev- 
ou5,  that  the  government,  not- 
withftanding  the  royal  pardon, 
had  iC  feleded  individuals,  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  facrificing  them 
to  malice  and  private  refentment/’ 
This  calumny  on  his  political  op¬ 
ponents  Mr.  Sheridan  repelled 
with  an  honourable  indignation  ; 
declaring  that,  though  the  minif- 
ters  could  not  have  a  more  irre- 
concileable  and  inflexible  enemy 
than  he  was  to  them  and  their 
fyftem,  it  would  be  fhameful  in¬ 
juft  ice  in  him  even  to  infinuate 
that  they  could  poffibly  have  har¬ 
boured  fuch  a  thought  as  that 
which  was  imputed  to  them. 

It  being  now  obvious  that  no 
effed  could  be  produced  on  thefe 
milled  men  by  the  influence  of 
perfuafion,  and  it  being  impoflible 
to  yield  to  them  without  producing 
utterly  ruinous  confequences,  the 
minifters  refoived  to  adopt  vigor¬ 
ous  ineafures,  in  order  to  compel 
them  to  return  to  their  duty,  or 
at  leaft  to  chaftife  with  juft  fe- 
verity  their  perfeverance  in  crime. 
As  a  preliminary  to  thefe  mea- 
hires,  a  proclamation  was  iflued, 
declaring  the  crews  of  the  (hips 
at  the  Nore  to  be  in  open  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  calling  upon  all  perfons, 
not  only  not  to  give  aid  or 
affiftance  to  the  mutineers,  but 
alfo  to  ufe  their  moft  ftrenuous 
endeavours  to  fupprefs  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  to  bring  their  per- 
fons  to  juftice. 

The  next  ftep  of  the  miniftry 
was  to  apply  to  the  parliament, 
to  procure  from  it  the  new  powers 
which  they  confidered  to  be  re- 
quifite  on  this  painful  emergency. 
Accordingly,  on  the  ill  of  June, 
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a  meffage  from  his  maiefty  was 
delivered  to  both  houfes.  It 
Hated  his  deep  concern  that  the 
i'ailors  perftfted  in  violent  and 
treafonable  ads  of  mutiny  and 
difobedience,  called  upon  the  par¬ 
liament  to  provide  with  readinefs 
and  decilion,  for  the  public  fe¬ 
curity,  and  particularly  recom¬ 
mended  the  making  more  effeduai 
provifion  sc  for  the  prevention  and 
paniftiment  of  all  traitorous  at¬ 
tempts  to  excite  fedition  and  mu¬ 
tiny  in  the  naval  fervice,  or  to 
withdraw  from  their  allegiance 
any  part  of  the  forces  by  fea  or 
land.” 

In  the  lords,  the  addrefs,  in 
anfwer,  was  unanimoufty  carried, 
afrer  a  few  words  from  lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  on  the  enormity  of  the 
crime  which  the  feamen  had  com¬ 
mitted,  in  turning  their  backs 
upon  their  country  at  fo  important 
a  conjundure,  when  their  belt  fer- 
vices  were  moft  of  all  needed,  and 
when  the  fecurity  of  the  Hate,  and 
of  every  thing  that  v/as  dear  and 
valuable,  reded  in  an  efpecial  man¬ 
ner  upon  their  exertions  and  their 
loyalty. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons,  the 
addrefs  was  moved  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  ani¬ 
madverted,  in  fevere  terms,  upon 
the  ungrateful  return  which  a  part 
of  the  failors  were  now-  making:  to 
the  generofity  of  a  liberal  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  mildnefs  and  benig¬ 
nity  of  a  paternal  fovereign.  In 
this  fituation  of  affairs  he  called 
upon  the  houle,  and  he  was  con¬ 
vinced,  he  faid,  that  the  call 
would  not  be  in  vain,  to  ad  with 
firmnefs  and  concord,  fo  as  to  ex¬ 
tricate  the  country  from  its  diffi¬ 
culties,  in  a  manner  that  v/as  wor¬ 
thy  or  the  reprefentatives  of  a 


great,  a  brave,  a  powerful,  and  a 
free  people.  Thofe  enemies  of  the 
glory,  the  fafety,  the  very  exig¬ 
ence  of  the  Hate,  who,  by  their 
arts,  had  led  the  failors  into  pro¬ 
ceedings  foreign  to  the  native  feel¬ 
ings  of  Britifh  feamen,  would,  he 
hoped,  be  deteded,  and  dealt  with 
as  they  defer ved.  The  indigna¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflature  ought,  in 
truth,  to  be  more  adive  againft: 
the  feducers  than  againft  the  fe- 
duced.  Whether  the  law,  as  it 
now  Hood,  could  promptly,  if  at 
all,  be  made  effedual  againft  thefe 
heinous  offenders  would,  perhaps* 
admit  of  a  doubt ;  and,  therefore, 
in  the  event  of  the  addrefs  being: 

•  O 

unanimoufly  adopted,  he  would  im¬ 
mediately  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  of  the  nature  which  was 
fuggefted  by  the  meffage  from  his 
majefty.  It  was  impenoufty  ne« 
ceffary  that  wicked  men  fhould  be 
prevented  from  inciting  the  naval 
and  military  forces  to  violate  that 
obedience  and  difcipline,  the  pre» 
fervation  of  which  was  important, 
and  indeed  indifpenfable,  to  the 
fecurity  of  the  empire. 

No  oppolition  was  offered  to  the 
addrefs,  though  it  called  forth 
many  remarks.  Mr.  Jolliffe  and 
Mr.  William  Smith  were  the  jfirft: 
to  exprefs  their  affent  to  it.  The 
former  recommended  to  his  friends 
to  waive,  for  the  moment,  all  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  minifters ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  merely  deprecated  any  attempt 
to  identify  thofe  minifters  with  the 
conftitution,  and  referved  to  him- 
felf  the  right  of  cenfuring  their 
conduct,  without  being  fubjeded 
to  the  accufation  of  inconliftency. 

Mr.  Sheridan  fpoke  fomewhat 
more  at  large  on  the  fubjed,  but 
in  s  tone  of  moderation.  Regret¬ 
ting  that  his  fcheme  of  a  commif- 
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fion  had  not,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
been  adopted,  he  candidly  owned 
that  it  was  now  become  ufelefs. 
The  failure  of  the  attempt  to  con¬ 
ciliate,  which  had  been  tried  by 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  he  at¬ 
tributed  to  their  having,  at  the 
outfet,  manifefted  a  degree  of  va* 
dilation,  which  was  certainly  im¬ 
politic.  They  had  declared  that 
they  would  not  go  to  Sheernefs,  and 
they  had  gone;  they  had  granted 
fume  things,  and  refufed  others. 
The  confequence  was,  that  the 
Tailors  were  emboldened  to  perfift 
in  their  extravagant  demands,  and 
to  fet  the  threats  of  authority  at 
defiance.  But,  however  this  might 
be,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  houfe  ought  to  unite  earneftly 
with  his  majefty,  to  put  a  ftop  to 
the  dangerous  difobedience  which 
at  prefent  exified  at  the  Nore.  No 
perfon  could  feel  more  indignation 
than  he  did  at  the  foul  incendiaries 
who  had  caufed  the  mutiny.  He 
was,  he  faid,  at  firft  induced  to 
think  that  the  mutineers  had  a<fted 
under  the  impulfe  of  momentary 
delufion  and  miilake ;  but  their 
fubfequent  fatal  perfeverance  in 
their  mifcondudt  had  convinced 
him  that  fomething  more  than  de¬ 
lufion  operated  on  their  minds,  and 
that  a  rooted  fpirit  of  difobedience 
had  taken  place  of  thofe  manly 
and  loyal  fentiments  with  which, 
on  former  occafions,  they  had  con- 
fhntly  been  animated.  If  there 
were,  indeed,  a  rot  in  the  wooden 
walls  of  old  England,  our  decay 
could  not  be  very  diftant.  While 
arguing  on  this  head,  he  placed  in 
a  ftrong  light  the  folly  of  the  fea- 
rnen,  in  purfuing  meafures,  the  na¬ 
tural  confequence  of  which,  even 
could  they  be  fully  fuccefsful, 
would  be  ruin  to  themfelves.  Were 


the  country  by  the  defection  of 
its  navy,  laid  proftrate,  as  it  then 
would  be,  at  the  feet  of  France, 
its  commerce  would  neceflarily  be 
dertroyed,  and  thus  thofe  miftaken 
men,  who  had  been  inftrumental  in 
bringing  about  fo  dreadful  a  crifis, 
would  fuffer  deeply  in  their  deareft 
interefts. 

But,  though  the  opening  half 
of  the  addrefs  met  with  his  appro¬ 
bation,  it  was  not  fo  with  the  con¬ 
cluding  part.  It  was  one  ferious 
objedlion  to  that  part,  that  it 
feemed  to  hold  out  a  fort  of  pledge* 
Before  he  could  afient  to  any  ex- 
ten  fion  of  the  penal  laws,  it  would, 
he  faid,  be  neceffary  to  prove  to 
him  that  the  law,  as  it  then  flood, 
was  inadequate  to  its  purpofe. 
There  was  no  proof  whatever  that 
it  was  fo ;  and  confequently  no 
member  could,  with  any  degree  of 
confiftency,  give  a  pledge  to  fup. 
port  the  propofed  bill.  Befides, 
he  was  averfe  from  any  new  enact¬ 
ment,  becaufe  he  knew  from  ex¬ 
perience,  that  the  moment  the 
legiflature  agreed  to  increafe  the 
code  of  fanguinary  penal  laws, 
they  did,  in  effect,  agree  to  in¬ 
creafe  the  evil  which  was  intended 
to  be  remedied.  This  was  made 
obvious  by  what  had  recently 
happened;  fince,  in  fpijte  of  the 
coercive  bills  brought  forward  by 
the  minifters,  and  in  fpite  of  their 
barrack  fyftem,  which  was  (<  to 
make  the  foldiers  deaf,  if  it  could 
not  make  the  people  dumb/*  the 
mutiny  afforded  a  convincing  proof 
that  the  fpirit  of  fedition  had  only 
the  more  widely  fpread.  Having, 
however,  thus  entered  his  proteft, 
he  would  vote  for  the  addrefs,  that 
he  might  not  interrupt  the  unani¬ 
mity  which  at  this  moment  was 
fo  much  to  be  defired.  In  thefe 
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lent! merits  Mr.  Hobhoufe  alfo  ex- 
prefled  his  cordial  concurrence. 

This  fpeech  was  noticed  by  Mr, 
Dundas,'and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  ;  the  former  of  whom 
declared  Mr.  Sheridan  to  defer ve 
the  gratitude  of  the  country,  for 
the  patriotic  part  which  he  had 
taken  in  the  difcuffions  during  this 
unfortunate  mutiny,  and  particu¬ 
larly  for  his  eloquent  and  argu¬ 
mentative  reafoning  of  that  day 
againft  the  want  of  fubordination. 
It  was,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  folely  for 
the  purpole  of  explanation,  on  one 
mifunderflood  point,  that  he  now 
arofe.  The  lords  of  the  admiralty 
did  not  make  any  new  conceflions 
to  the  feamen  at  the  Nore  ;  and 
when  originally  required  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Sheernefs  they  had  refufed 
to  do  fo,  becaufe  that  the  feamen 
wiflied  them  to  come  for  the 
mere  purpofe  of  granting  further 
conceffions.  It  was  afterwards 
underflood,  that  their  '  perfonal 
appearance  with  the  king’s  par¬ 
don  would  be  fufficient  to  re¬ 
store  order,  and  in  that  cafe  they 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  go.  When, 
however,  it  was  afcertained  that 
the  feamen  wifhed  to  negotiate, 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  ex  pii- 
citly  informed  them  that  the  terms 
accepted  by  lord  Bridport’s  fquad- 
ron,  and  a  full  pardon,  was  the 
whole  that  would  be  granted  ;  and, 
this  being  rejected,  they  returned 
to  London. 

By  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  the  neceffity  disunion  was 
eloquently  defcanted  upon.  ((  It 
was,”  he  faid,  i(  now  indifpenfa- 
bly  neceflary  for  them  to  unite  in 
one  common  caufe ;  it  was  incum¬ 
bent  on  them  to  confolidale  their 
efforts,  to  reconcile  their  different 
views,  to  concentrate  their  indi- 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


vidual  exertions,  and  to  give 
energy  and  vigour  to  the  laws, 
without  which  it  was  impoffible 
that  there  could  be  any  folid  hap* 
pinefs.  It  was  not  by  declarations 
alone  that  they  were  bound  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  but  by  a  fpirit  and  prompti¬ 
tude  of  aftion,  and  a  firm  refolve 
and  readinefs  to  fupport  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws,  by  enforcing  mi¬ 
litary  fubordination  and  legal  obe¬ 
dience.  It  became  their  duty  to 
give  a  refiftlefs  efficacy  to  that 
conduct,  through  every  corner  of 
the  metropolis,  and  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  only 
by  fuch  meafures  that  they  could 
fruftrate  the  dark  and  malignant 
workings  of  the  enemy  ;  and,  he 
was  proud  to  fay,  that  to  fo  glo¬ 
rious  an  unanimity  there  was  no¬ 
thing  that  he  would  not  cheerfully 
facrifice.  He  therefore  hoped  that 
nothing  would,  in  fad,  be  found 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  addrefs 
that  could  in  the  flighted  degree 
tend  to  deflroy  the  unanimity  of 
the  houie  in  agreeing  to  it.  When 
he  came  to  confider  the  nature  and 
the  terms  of  it,  he  was  completely 
at  a  lofs  to  find  one  word  that 
could  appear  objectionable/*  He 
then  proceeded  to  argue  that,  by 
agreeing  to  the  addrefs,  the  mem¬ 
bers  would  not  be  fpecifically 
binding  themfelves  to  fupport  the 
bill  which  was  to  be  brought  in,  but 
only  to  the  making  more  effectual 
provifion  for  firengthening  the 
laws.  From  whatever  might  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  objectionable  in  the 
bill,  they  would  of  courfe  with¬ 
hold  their  affent  ;  and  it  would  be 
for  the  wifdom  of  the  houfe  to  de¬ 
cide  upon  their  objections.  For 
himfelf,  be  was,  he  faid,  fully 
convinced,  not  only  that  the  in¬ 
tended  bill  was  neceflary,  but  that 
[2]  aot 
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not  a  moment  ought  to  be  loft  in 
bringing  it  into  operation. 

The  queftion  being  then  put*  the 
add  refs  was  carried,  without  a  dif- 
fenting  voice. 

The  addrefs  being  difpofed  of, 
Mr.  Pitt  brought  in  the  bill  i(  for 
the  better  prevention  and  punifh- 
ment  of  attempts  to  feduce  perfons 
ferving  in  the  naval  or  military 
fervice  from  their  duty  and  allegi¬ 
ance,  or  to  incite  them  to  mutiny 
or  difobedience.,J 

In  this  cafe  it  was  not,  he  faid, 
at  prefent  in  his  power  to  produce 
diredt  evidence  of  any  individual 
mal-pradtices  to  excite  fedition  and 
mutiny.  The  evidence  was  en¬ 
tirely  prefumptive,  but  it  was  the 
ftrongeft  of  the  kind,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  fully  authorized  the  mea- 
fure  which  he  now  propofed.  When 
all  the  eircumftances  were  conft- 
dered,  it  was  impoilible  to  doubt 
of  the  exiftence  of  an  aftive,  uni¬ 
form,  widely  extended  plan  to  fe¬ 
duce  his  Majefty’s  forces  from 
their  allegiance.  It  was  plain  that 
the  difcontents  did  not  originate 
with  any  fingle  individual,  that 
they  were  not  confined  to  one  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  kingdom,  nor  contract¬ 
ed  in  one  circle  of  complaint;  but 
that  they  had  manifefted  them- 
felves  in  different  detached  parts, 
were  working  at  the  fame  time, 
and  in  various  places,  on  the  fame 
principles,  and  branched  out  into 
fo  many  frefh  ramifications  of  com¬ 
plaint,  that  no  man  could  forefee 
where  they  would  end.  In  proof 
of  the  corredtnefs  of  his  idea,  he 
pointed  out  the  numerous  and  per- 
fevering  attempts  which  had  been 
made,  evidently  in  concert,  by 
hand-bills,  and  other  artful  means, 
to  feduce  the  foldiery  in  oppofite 
quarters  of  the  kingdom.  At 


Newcaftle,  the  foldiers  were  told 
that  their  brethren  at  Maidftone 
had  mutinied ;  and  at  the  fame 
hour,  the  troops  at  Maidftone  were 
affured  that  there  had  been  an  in- 
furredtion  at  Newcaftle.  Numer¬ 
ous  inftances  had  occurred  in  which, 
with  an  honeft  indignation,  the 
foldiery  had  come  forward  to  dif-* 
clofe  the  vile  arts  which  had  been 
pra&ifed  to  mi'flead  them.  All  this 
abundantly  ftiewed  the  exiftence 
of  a  confpiracy  of  the  moft  danger¬ 
ous  nature.  With  this  notoriety 
of  a  difgraceful  fyftem  employed 
to  corrupt  one  fervice,  where  it 
had  fo  nobly  been  defeated,  how 
could  any  man  doubt  of  its  infi* 
nuation  and  influence  in  another 
quarter  ;  a  quarter,  too,  where 
fuch  opinions  and  fucb  meafurea 
were  leaft  congenial  to  the  natural 
difpofitions  of  the  perfons  who  pro- 
feffed  them  ?  The  whole  affair 
was  of  that  colour  and  defcription 
which  proved  it  not  to  be  of  a 
«  native  growth,  and  left  no  hefita- 
tion  on  the  mind  of  any  thinking 
man  to  determine  whence  it  was 
imported. 

To  provide  a  remedy  was  im- 
perioufty  neceffary  ;  it  being  ob¬ 
vious,  from  the  boldnefs,  malig¬ 
nancy  and  frequency,  of  the  of¬ 
fence,  that  the  delinquents  were 
not  to  be  deterred  by  the  dread  of 
incurring  the  penalty  of  the  exift- 
ing  law.  That  penalty  muft,  there¬ 
fore,  be  raifed,  in  order  to  keep 
pace,  if  poffible,  with  the  ma¬ 
lignity  of  the  crime.  That  the 
crime  was,  in  point  of  moral  guilt* 
a  treafon  of  th§  moft  heinous  fpe- 
cies,  would  fcarcely  be  denied ; 
but,  as  it  was  not  eafy  to  define  it 
with  fufficient  exadtnefs,  and  as  he 
withed  to  be  cautious  how  he  con¬ 
tributed  to  extend  the  criminal 
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bode,  it  was  hot,  he  faid,  his  pur- 
pofe  to  render  the  offender  liable 
to  the  puniihmeht  allotted  to  trea¬ 
son.  It  was  his  wifti  to  make  it 
an  aggravated  cafe  of  mifdemea- 
nour,  liable  not  only*  as  in  other 
cafes,  to  fine  and  imprifonment, 
but,  according  as  circuffiftances 
might  require,  to  tranfportation  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  court. 

To  the  meafure,  in  the  foroi 
propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  it  was  ob¬ 
jected,  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair, 
firft,  that  the  punifhment  Was  not 
commenfurate  to  the  crime,  which 
was  one  of  the  darkeft  dye,  and 
confequently  deferving  to  be  vifit- 
ed  with  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the 
law ;  fecondly,  that  it  tended  to 
prevent  the  fpeedy  ofinging  of 
criminals  to  juftice,  as,  by  deno¬ 
minating  the  offence  a  mifdemea- 
hour,  it  gave  to  the  offender  the 
power  of  delaying  his  trial ;  a 
power  which*  in  fuch  a  cafe *  it 
was  no  lefs  impolitic  than  unjuft 
to  allow  him  to  poffefs.  When 
fuch  an  atrocious  aCt  had  been  com¬ 
mitted,  as  an  attempt  to  feduce  the 
naval  or  military  force  from  its 
allegiance*  it  was  defirable  that  a 
prompt  example  fhould  be  made  of 
the  guilty  perfon.  Much,  there¬ 
fore,  as  he  was  averfe  from  rigor¬ 
ous  penal  laws,  and  much  as  he 
defired  to  fee  many  of  them  fwept 
from  the  ftatute  book,  he  muft 
contend  that  the  crime  ought  to  be 
claffed  among  felonies  punifhable 
with  death.  At  the  fame  time  it 
appeared  to  him  iftat  if*  on  his 
fuggeftion,  the  higher  penalty  were 
adopted,  the  law  ought  not  to  be 
a  permanent  one,  but  confined  to 
the  emergency  for  which  it  was 
enafted.  He  hoped  that  the  zeal, 
which  might  induce  the  members 
£0  concede  to  every  meafure  for 


fubduing  the  prefent  alarming  mu¬ 
tiny,  would  not  make  them  forget 
their  duty  to  themfelves  and  t heir 
conftituents.  Men  were*  he  faid* 
apt  to  be  tranfported  by  their  in¬ 
dignation,  and  a  variety  of  other 
paffions,  beyond  their  ordinary 
judgment  j  and  thus,  while  they 
fought  to  avoid  one  evil,  they  fell 
into  the  other  extreme.  It,  there¬ 
fore,  behoved  the  houfe  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  caution,  that  it  might 
not  produce  any  lafting  change  irt 
the  conftitiitibn  of  the  country. 

Agreeing  with  Mr.  Serjeant 
Adair,  that,  if  the  penalty  were 
increafed,  the  law  ought  to  be  tem¬ 
porary,  Mr.  Pitt  feemed  to  doubt 
whether  any  practical  advantage 
would  be  gained  by  the  increafe.j 
1  his,  however,  he  left  open  for 
fubfequent  difcuffion.  By  Mr.  Per- 
cival  it  was  propofed  to  follow  a 
middle  courfe,  and  to  denominate 
the  offence  felony  with  benefit  of 
clergy*  which  would  give  a  dif- 
cretionary  power  of  punifhment  to 
the  court  j  but  this  was  diffented 
from  by  the  maftef  of  the  rolls* 
who  remarked  that  the  foie  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  two  forts  of  fe¬ 
lony  was,  that  in  the  one  the  pri- 
foner  had  the  benefit  of  council* 
which  he  had  not  in  the  other  $ 
and  that  it  being  intended  to  con- 
ftifute  this  offence  a  mifdemeanour 
with  a  felonious  punifhment,  the 
fuggefted  alteration  would  make  no 
change  except  in  terms.  The  bill 
was  then  brought  in*  and  read1 
twice. 

When  the  bill  was  in  the  com¬ 
mittee,  on  the  following  day,  Mr.* 
Pitt  Hated  that,  in  conformity 
with  the  opinion  of  his  learned 
friend,  he  had  refoived  to  fubfti- 
tute  the  penalty  of  death,  in  place 
of  one  of  a  milder  kind.  In  fatty 
2J  mutiny* 
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mutiny  was  punifhable  with  death ; 
and  it  could  not  be  thought  too 
fevere  to  infiid  on  the  feducer  the 
fame  punifhment  that  was  inflided 
on  the  man  whom  he  had  feduced. 
Such  a  penalty,  however,  it  would 
be  highly  improper  to  introduce 
without  carefully  drawing  a  nice 
diflindion  with  regard  to  any  in¬ 
ferior  offence.  The  crime  ought 
to  be  fo  clearly  defined,  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  law  from  including  in  its 
operation  any  fubordinate  fpecies 
of  criminality.  To  accomplish  this 
he  would  infert  the  words  “  mali- 
cioully  and  advifedly  inciting,” 
the  import  of  which  was  already 
fixed  by  the  law,  as  it  flood  in  the 
articles  of  war.  In  order,  too, 
that  the  legifiature  might  ad  with 
that  degree  of  caution  which  it 
was  unqueftionaby  bound  to  exer- 
cife  in  penal  proceedings,  he  would 
propofe  to  limit  the  bill  to  the 
expiration  of  one  month  after  the 
meeting  of  the  next  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament.  It  was,  he  faid,  only 
on  the  general  principle  of  caution, 
and  not  from  any  doubt  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  meafure,  that  he  thus 
wifhed  to  limit  the  duration  of  the 
flatute. 

Some  objedions  were  urged  to 
the  bill,  though  not  with  any  par¬ 
ticular  earneftnefs,  by  Mr.  Hob- 
houfe  and  Mr.  W.  Smith.  They 
contended  that  the  laws  adually 
in  exiftenee  were  fufRcient  for  the 
purpofe  which  this  new  bill  was 
defigned  to  produce.  Six  years 
imprifonment,  and  twice  (landing 
in  the  pillory,  might  now  be  ad¬ 
judged  againft  offenders,  and  if 
this  would  not  deter  them,  it 
might  reafonably  be  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  any  penalty,  however  fevere, 
would  be  adequate  to  that  purpofe. 
It  was  a  maxim,  that  rigorous 
laws  gave  birth  to  crimes  •*  and  it 
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would,  therefore,  be  prudent  to 
try,  in  the  fir  ft  inflance,  what  effed 
would  refult  from  a  ft  rid  execution 
of  the  prefent  code.  Befides,  in 
the  diflurbed  and  fermenting  llate 
of  men’s  minds,  great  and  terrible 
inconveniences  might  arife  from 
enading,  on  this  occafion,  the 
heavy  penalty  of  death. 

In  the  belief  that  the  old  law 
could  reach  the  offence,  Mr. Tier¬ 
ney  alfo  concurred.  But  though 
he  had,  he  faid,  diffented  from  the 
motion  to  bring  in  the  bill,  he 
would  not  now  oppofe  the  bill  it- 
felf.  It  was  originally  intended 
to  punifh  criminally  any  perfon 
doing  any  thing  which  tended  to 
excite  a  mutiny  ;  fo  that,  under 
fuch  a  widely  worded  provifion,  a 
man  might  incur  the  heaviefl  pe¬ 
nalty  for  a  fpeculative  or  loofe 
converfation,  or  even  for  the  pro¬ 
mulgating  of  falutary  truths.  1  his 
flrong  objedion  was  removed,  by 
the  crime  being  clearly  defined, 
and  proof  of  malice  required.  At 
the  outfet,  too,  the  bill  was  for 
an  unlimited  period  ;  it  was  now 
for  a  fhort  one.  This  being  the 
cafe,  and  unanimity  being  defira- 
ble,  he  would  offer  no  further 
oppofition  to  the  paffing  of  the 

bill. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  pall¬ 
ed,  without  a  diffenting  voice, 
and  was  fent  up  to  the  lords.  In 
the  upper  houfe  it  went  through 
ail  its  ftages  in  one  evening  ;  no 
remark  being  made  upon  it  by  any 
of  the  peers. 

This  bill  was  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed  by  another,  for  reftraining 
intercourfe  with  the  rebellious  fea- 
men.  By  this  ad  power  was  given, 
under  an  order  of  counfel,  to 
the  admiralty,  to  declare  any 
(hip  to  be  in  a  flate  of  rebellion, 

and  alfo  to  accept  the  fubmiflion 

of 
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of  fuch  crew,  or  any  part  of  it. 
From  the  moment  of  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  a<ft,  all  wages,  prize 
money,  and  other  advantages,  were 
to  be  forfeited  by  failors  offend* 
ing  ;  all  perfons  voluntarily  re¬ 
maining  on  board  were  to  be  deem¬ 
ed  guilty  of  piracy  and  felony  ; 
and  all  perfons  communicating 
with  or  affifting  the  rebels  were  to 
incur  the  penalty  of  death.  This 
ftatute,  like  wife,  was  to  remain 
in  force  only  till  one  month  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  fef- 
fion  of  parliament. 

A  long  and  defultory  conven¬ 
tion  took  place  on  this  meafure. 
In  a  rambling  fpeech,  which, 
among  other  topics,  digreffed  into 
a  difquifition  on  the  feceffion  of 
reprefentatives  from  their  duty. 
Sir  John  Sinclair  diffented  from 
the  bill,  on  the  ground  that,  by 
recommending  fuch  rigorous  pro¬ 
ceedings,  Mr.  Pitt  had  not  only 
drawn  the  fword  and  thrown  away 
the  fcabbard,  but  had  pufhed  feve- 
rity  fo  far,  that  it  appeared  to  be 
doubtful  whether  he  would  not 
expatriate  the  Britifh  navy.  He 
was  deftrous  of  the  appointment  of 
commiffioners,  to  treat  with,  and 
offer  pardon  to,  the  revolted  fea- 
inen  f  and  he  alked  for  a  day’s  de¬ 
lay,  to  feek  for  precedents,  and 
prepare  a  claufe  to  that  effeft. 

It  was  anfwered,  by  Mr.  Pitt 
and  other  members,  that  expedi¬ 
tion  in  carrying  this  bill  through 
both  houfes  was  indifpenfable  •  that 
the  claufe  was  not  wanted,  as  the 
bill  did  authorize  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  to  pardon  thofe  who 
offered  to  fubmit ;  that  the  pe¬ 
nalties  were  not  too  great  for  the 
enormity  of  the  crime  ;  that  no 
one  could  fuppofe  that  the  crown 
would  not  gladly  exercife  mercy, 
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whenever  it  could  fafely  do  fo; 
that  to  allow  the  fomenters  of  the 
mutiny  to  continue  their  detefta- 
ble  machinations,  would  be  little 
fhort  of  infinity  ;  and  that  nothing 
was  fo  likely  to  work  upon  the 
feelings  of  the  deluded  feamen,  as 
to  feparate  them  completely  from 
that  country  whofe  caufe  they  had 
abandoned. 

The  only  violent  opponents  of 
the  bill  were  sir  Francis  Burdett 
aud  Mr.  Sturt.  By  the  former  it 
was  faid,  that  it  might  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  infinite  mifehief,  by 
driving  the  feamen  to  defpair,  and 
thus  rendering  all  accommodation 
with  them  impracticable.  The 
difeontent  among  them  was  a  part 
of  that  which  pervaded  the  whole 
nation;  it  was  occafioned  by  the 
flagrant  mifconduCt  of  the  minif- 
try,  and  the  enormous  corruption 
of  the  executive  government ;  and 
there  was  no  effectual  way  to  re¬ 
move  it  but  to  petition  the  king  to 
difmifs  his  minifters,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  prefent  corrupt  fyftem. 
He  even  intimated  that,  beyond 
the  bare  affertion  of  the  minifters, 
there  was  no  proof  of  there  being 
any  infurgents  among  the  feamen. 
Yet  the  river  Thames  had  for  forne 
days  been  in  a  ftate  of  blockade. 

His  language  was,  however, 
moderation  and  decorum  itfelf, 
compared  with  that  which  was 
ufed  by  Mr.  Sturt.  That  gentle¬ 
man  was  alfo  of  opinion  that  the 
mutiny  was  caufed  by  the  mifdeeds 
of  the  minifters,  and  efpecially  by 
thofe  of  which  they  had  been 
guilty  in  Ireland.  ({ We  all/’ 
faid  he,  ((  know  that  deferving 
and  innocent  men  were  driven  into 
exile  by  the  contemptible  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  country.  They  were 
forced  to  go  on  board  fhips,  though 

[Q  3]  thcr 
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they  had  never  before  been  to  fea. 
For  this  they  naturally  felt  refent- 
ment.  It  was  natural  enough  for 
them  to  inftil  difcontents  into  the 
minds  of  the  feamen,  and  they 
had  gone  further  than  they  in¬ 
tended.  Nothing  on  earth  would 
reftore  harmony  and  confidence  in 
the  fleet,  but  the  repeal  of  thofe 
tyrannical  adls,  which  enabled  the 
minifters  to  fend  whom  they  pleaf- 
ed  to  fea.*’ 

In  fpite  of  hints  from  the  fpeak- 
er,  and  fevere  remarks  from  other 
quarters,  he  proceeded  for  fome 
time  in  this  ftrain,  menaced  thofe 
who  difapproved  of  his  fentiments, 
and  clofed  his  fpeech  by  “  warn¬ 
ing  the  houfe  of  the  hazard  of 
firing  a  lingle  fhot  againfl  the 
failors.’>  He  then  attempted  to 
divide  the  houfe  againfl  the  third 
reading ;  but  he  flood  alone,  and 
the  bill  was  palled.  No  obferva- 
tions  were  made  in  the  houfe  of 
peers. 

Supplementary  to  thefe  mea. 
fures,  a  bill,  to  prevent  the  ad, 
miniflration  of  unlawful  oaths,  re¬ 
ceived,  at  a  fubfequent  period,  the 
legiflative  fanTion. 

We  muff  now  turn  our  view 
again  to  the  difgraceful  tranfac- 
tions  at  the  More,  and  to  the  de- 
ciflve  meafqres  which  they  render¬ 
ed  neceflary  on  the  part  of  the 
government.  Invefled  with  full 
powers,  and  having  with  them  the 
good  wifhes  of  all  the  found  por¬ 
tion  of  the  people,  the  minifters 
now  determined  to  temporize  no 
longer.  Patience,  perfuafion,  warn¬ 
ings,  menaces,  had  been  fruit- 
jefsly  tried  ;  force  alone  remained, 
and  that  they  refolved  to  employ 
in  the  moft  vigorous  manner.  The 
fituation  of  affairs  prefented,  in¬ 
deed,  no  other  alternative  than 


that  of  an  unequivocal  vidlory  over 
revolt,  or  an  at  lead  implied  de¬ 
reliction  of  all  authority.  Raff 
the  criminal  pertinacity  of  the  Tea¬ 
men  fucceeded  in  obtaining  its 
avowed  objeCfc,  it  would  have 
been  folly  in  the  extreme  to  in¬ 
dulge  a  hope  that  thofe  who  had 
yielded  would  ever  have  the  flight- 
eft  chance  of  enforcing  their  claims 
to  obedience  and  refpeft.  The 
floating  republic  would,  at  length, 
have  become  fomething  more  than 
a  mere  name. 

The  preparations  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  for  bringing  the  qoeftion  to 
iffue,  were  carried  on  with  un- 
ceafing  activity.  The  Neptune 
and  other  fhips  were  armed,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  fir 
Erafmus  Gower,  numerous  gun¬ 
boats  were  fitted  out,  a  mortar 
battery  was  ete£led  on  the  ifle  of 
Grain,  at  a  fpot  whence  fhells 
could  be  thrown  among  the  rebels, 
the  fhore  was  carefully  guarded, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  feamen 
from  landing  to  obtain  frefh  pro- 
vifions^  and  efpecially  water,  of 
which  they  flood  in  great  need, 
and,  laftly,  not  without  fome  peril 
in  performing  the  talk,  all  the 
buoys  and  beacons  were  removed, 
which  point  out  the  only  navigable 
pafles  through  the  labyrinth  of 
lands  at  the  mouth  of  the  r\  hames, 
The  refolution  pf  government 
was  well  feconded  by  the  zeal  of 
individuals,  and  of  public  bodies. 
Volunteers,  both  officers  and  com¬ 
mon  men,  came  forward  in  num¬ 
bers,  to  man  the  vefiels  which 
were  getting  ready.  So  ardent 
was  this  fpirit,  that  a  body  of 
watermen  are  faid  to  have  offered 
to  carry,  by  boarding,  the  Lan- 
cafter,  of  64  guns,  which  was  frill 
lying  between  Woolwich  and 

Gravefend, 
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Gravefend.  The  Directors  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company  invited  all 
the  officers  in  their  fervice,  who 
were  then  in  England,  to  lend 
their  affiltance  on  this  momentous 
occafion  ;  and  the  merchants,  fh ip- 
owners,  and  underwriters  of  the 
metropolis  held  a  meeting,  at 
which,  among  other  meafures,  they 
refolved  that,  thenceforth,  “  no 
feamen  ihould  be  employed  in  the 
merchant  fervice,  who  could  not 
produce  a  certificate  from  his  for¬ 
mer  commander,  or  commander  in 
the  navy,  of  his  orderly  and  obe¬ 
dient  conduft  ;  or,  in  cafe  of  his 
having  had  any  (hare  in  the  pre- 
fentdifturbanees,  of  his  having  re¬ 
turned  to  his  duty  ;  and  of  his 
fubmiffion  having  been  accepted, 
as  required  by  the  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment  then  recently  paired.”  This 
was  a  deadly  blow  to  the  feamen, 
as  it  prefented  to  their  view  the 
gloomy  profpeft  of  future  ftarva- 
tion.  Nor  did  they  receive  from 
their  brother  failors,  in  other  quar¬ 
ters,  that  encouragement  which 
might  have  ftrengthened  them  to 
brave  the  ftorm  that  was  gather^ 
ing  around  them.  On  the  contrary, 
the  feamen  at  Sheernefs  were  de¬ 
cidedly  hoftile  to  them,  and  the 
crews  of  the  (hips  at  Plymouth, 
and  of  Sir  Roger  Curtis’s  fquad- 
ron  at  Spit’nead,  fent  addrefies 
to  them,  calling  on  them  to  return 
to  their  duty,  and  juftly  branding 
iheir  conduft  as  being  (i  a  Icandal 
to  the  name  of  British  feamen.” 

Even  the  moil  daring  of  the 
mutineers  now  began  to  fear  that 
they  had  placed  themfelves  in  a  fitu- 
ation  whence  they  could  not  hope 
either  to  recede  or  to  advance  with¬ 
out  ferious  danger.  It  isfaid,  that 
forrje  of  the  moil  defperate  of  them 


propofed  to  carry  the  fhips  into  a 
French  port ;  but  that  this  trea¬ 
sonable  propofal  was  inflantly  over¬ 
ruled  by  their  comrades ;  who, 
deeply  as  they  had  involved  them¬ 
felves  in  crime,  dill  fhrunk  with 
horror  from  the  idea  of  lending 
their  aid  to  a  foreign  foe.  In  this 
date  of  affairs,  the  delegates  de¬ 
termined  to  make  an  attempt  to 
negotiate.  As  their  envoy  they 
felefted  lord  Northelk,  captain  of 
the  Monmouth,  a  man  univerfally 
beloved,  whom  they  had  for  fome 
time  held  confined  in  his  own  fhip. 
ITe  was  fummoned  before  them, 
and  told  that,  as  he  was  known 
to  be  the  feamen's  friend,  they 
had  chofen  him  to  be  the  bearer  of 
a  letter  to  his  Majedy,  containing 
the  only  terms  on  which  they 
would  confent  to  difcontinue  their 
revolt.  It  is  dated  that  the  letter 
was  refpeftful  to  the  fovereign, 
but  fevere  upon  his  miniders ;  and 
that  two  of  the  conditions  infided 
upon,  were  the  dividing  of  three- 
fifths  of  all  prize  money  among 
feamen  and  petty  officers,  and  that 
no  punifnment  fhould  be  infiifted 
on  board  of  a  king’s  (hip,  till  the 
offender  had  been  tried  by  a  jury 
of  feamen.  With  an  anfwer  to  this 
propofition  his  lordfhip  was  en¬ 
joined  to  return,  in  the  eourfe  of 
fifty-four  hours.  The  mutineers, 
it  feems,  were  not  yet  diffidently 
alarmed  to  fpeak  the  language  of 
humility.  His  lordfhip  reluftantly 
conferued  to  be  the  bearer  of  their 
propofib,  and  candidly  warned 
them  not  to  cnerifh  the  hope  that 
their  demands  would  be  granted. 
Lord  Northed:  performed  his  talk  ; 
but  the  period  of  forbearance  was 
oone  by,  and  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty  laconically  replied,  that 
[ 2  4]  nothing 
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nothing  would  now  be  liftened  to 
from  the  mutineers,  except  repent¬ 
ance  and  unconditional  fubmiffion. 

In  every  revolt,  which  is  not 
prompted  by  fome  of  the  more 
noble  feelings  of  our  nature,  there 
is  an  innate  principle  of  felf-de- 
ltrudion.  Thofe  who  contend  for 
the  retention  or  the  recovery  of 
freedom,  may  place  confidence  in 
each  other,  becaufe  they  are  linked 
together  by  a  mutual  and  facred 
intereft,  and  a  communion  of  lofty 
and  honourable  fentiments ;  but  he 
who  has  merely  a  venal  purpofe  to 
attain,  can  have  no  folid  reafon 
for  relying  on  the  fidelity  of  his 
companions.  In  the  latter  cafe 
were  the  mutineers.  Their  real 
grievances  had  been  redrefied,  and 
their  revolt  was  continued  only 
for  the  unworthy  purpofe  of  ex¬ 
torting  further  concefiions  from  the 
prefumed  fears  of  the  government. 
It  was,  therefore,  to  each  indivi¬ 
dual,  not  a  queition  of  Handing  or 
falling,  at  all  rifles,  with  his  com¬ 
rades,  but,  whether  the  chance  and 
the  advantage  of  fuccefs  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  outweigh  the  probability 
and  the  danger  of  failure.  Be- 
fides,  the  crews  of  the  fhips  at  the 
Nore  were  far  from  unanimous  in 
their  purfuit  of  the  object  which 
was  fought  to  be  attained.  Very 
many  of  the  men  were  averfe  from 
mutiny,  as  being  a  difgrace  to 
them;  others  were  fatisfied  with 
what  had  already  been  granted. 
This  fad  was  fo  notorious,  that 
feveral  of  the  fhips  were  moored  in 
politicos  where  they  could  be  over¬ 
awed  by  the  fire  of  thofe  which 
were  manned  with  the  molt  violent 
part  of  the  Tailors. 

At  length  figns  appeared  of  the 
breaking  up  of  this  fhameful  con- 
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federacy.  The  Lancafter,  in  Long 
Reach,  and  with  her  the  Naiad 
frigate,  fubmitted  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  The  return  of  the  Lancaf¬ 
ter  to  her  duty  was  mainly  owing 
to  the  meritorious  exertions  of  her 
commander,  captain  Wells.  At 
the  Nore,  the  Serapi9  ftore-fhip, 
of  44  guns,  and  the  Difcovery 
tranfport,  effeded  their  efcape. 
They  were  followed  by  the  Firm 
gun-boat,  captain  Pine,  which  got 
away  by  cutting  both  cables,  in 
the  dead  of  night,  and  during  a 
heavy  gale. 

Thefe  events  were  the  prelude  to 
the  di  Ablution  of  the  confederacy. 
The  king’s  proclamation,  and  the 
meafures  taking  by  the  govern¬ 
ment,  were  now  known  through¬ 
out  the  fleet ;  and  the  confequence 
was,  that  violent  debates  arofe, 
the  well-affeded  began  to  acquire 
ftrength  and  courage,  and  the  re¬ 
bellious  to  lofe  their  authority  and 
influence.  Confufion  and  alarm 
became  generally  prevalent.  Sur¬ 
rendering  was  openly  talked  of, 
and  thofe  who  oppofed  it  were  ra¬ 
ther  aduated  by  a  dread  of  punifh- 
ment  than  by  any  hope  of  making 
an  effedual  Hand.  At  lafl,  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  ninth  of  June,  at 
the  head  of  the  tide,  the  Repulfe 
and  Leopard  cut  their  cables,  and 
drifted  away  from  the  reft  of  the 
fquadron.  The  Leopard  took  the 
ground,  on  the  Middle  Sand,  but 
fortunately  got  clear  almoft  imme¬ 
diately,  and  failed  up  the  river. 
The  Repulfe  alfo  grounded,  but 
was  not  fortunate  enough  to  ex¬ 
tricate  herfelf  fo  fpeedily  as  her 
companion  had  done.  A  heavy 
fire  was  opened  upon  her  from  the 
Monmouth,  Diredor,  and  other 
veflels;  and  the  daughter  would, 
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probably,  have  been  terrible,  had 
not  the  officers  humanely  ordered  the 
men  below,  and  taken  upon  them- 
felves  thediredion  of  thefhip.  After 
being  thus  expofed  for  an  hour  and 
a  half,  the  fh ip  got  off,  and  made 
good  her  retreat  to  Sheernefs. 
When  the  night  fet  in,  this  ex¬ 
ample  was  followed  by  the  Ardent. 
Two  more  fhips  reached  the  Med¬ 
way  on  the  following  morning. 

This  defection  gave  the  death¬ 
blow  to  the  mutiny.  The  remain¬ 
der  of  the  fhips  feparated  into  two 
divifions,  hoifting  different  flags ; 
part  expreffing  a  refolution  to  abide 
by  the  caufe  to  the  laft,  and  part 
only  {landing  out  for  a  general 
pardon.  Flags  of  truce  were  fent 
on  (bore  with  offers  of  fubmiffion 
upon  terms;  but  thofe  offers  were 
fteadily  refufed.  As  fome  proof 
of  their  pacific  wifhes,  the  muti¬ 
neers  allowed  the  detained  mer¬ 
chantmen  to  proceed  up  theThames. 
Two  days  were  fpent  in  tumult 
and  confirmation,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  all  idea  of  holding  out 
was  abandoned.  On  the  twelfth 
the  revolters  were  ft  ill  further 
weakened,  by  fome  of  the  (hips 
quitting  them  and  Handing  up  the 
river,  and  others  going  into  Sheer¬ 
nefs.  Every  morning  and  evening 
now  witneffed  the  fubmiffion  of 
one  or  two  veffels ;  and,  on  the 
morning  of  the  fifteenth,  the  laft 
enlign  of  mutiny  was  ftruck,  the 
Sandwich,  the  flag-fhip  of  the 
mutineers,  coming  to  anchor  under 
the  batteries,  and  giving  up  the 
leaders  of  the  revolt.  Pardon  was 
extended  to  the  crews ;  the  dele¬ 
gates  were  imprifoned,  to  await 
the  decifion  of  the  government. 

The  molt  criminal  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  were  fubfequently  put  on  their 


trial.  The  firft  who  was  tried  was 
Richard  Parker.  He  was  brought 
before  a  court-martial  on  the 
twenty-fecond  of  June,  and,  after 
a  patient  and  candid  inveftigation, 
which  lafted  four  days,  his  guilt 
was  clearly  proved,  and  he  was 
fentenced  to  fuffer  death.  In  this 
painful  fttuation  he  difplayed  ta¬ 
lents  which  excited  regret  that  he 
had  not  exerted  them  in  a  better 
caufe  than  that  which  placed  him 
in  the  fttuation  of  a  criminal.  To 
his  conduct,  at  the  moment  of  his 
meeting  with  his  fate,  muft  not  be 
denied  that  tribute  of  praife  which 
it  deferves.  It  was  calm,  deco¬ 
rous,  equally  remote  from  unmanly 
weaknefs  and  from  thoughtlefs  or 
infolent  daring.  To  this  man  may 
indeed  juftly  be  applied  the  trite 
quotation,  that  “  nothing  in  his 
life  became  him  like  the  leaving  of 
it," 

Several  of  his  molt  culpable 
companions  were  fubfequently  pu- 
niftied,  in  proportion  to  their  de¬ 
merits.  Numbers  remained  in 
confinement,  and  many  under  fen- 
tence,  till  the  period  of  the  fplen- 
did  vidory  achieved  over  the 
Dutch  off  Camperdown,  on  which 
occafion  his  Majefty  extended  his 
pardon  to  all  the  imprifoned  of¬ 
fenders. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned, 
that  un  adive  part  in  the  mutiny 
at  the  No  re  was  taken  by  feveral 
of  the  veffels  belonging  to  the 
North  Sea  fquadron.  That  fquad- 
ron  was  commanded  by  admiral 
Duncan,  an  officer  admirably  qua¬ 
lified  to  gain  at  once  the  refped 
and  affedion  of  thofe  who  ferved 
under  him,  as  he  poffeffed  the  rare 
talent  of  maintaining  difcipline 
without  reforting  to  feverity,  was 
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benevolent  and  good  humoured, 
and  fupported  his  own  dignity 
without  manifefting,  in  the  flight¬ 
ed;  degree,  that  offenfive  pride 
which  makes  enemies  of  inferiors, 
by  perpetually  reminding  them  of 
the  humblenefs  of  their  flation. 
Yet,  in  this  feafon  of  general  de¬ 
lirium,  even  he  failed  in  his  ef¬ 
forts  to  retain  the  feamen  within 
the  limits  of  their  duty,  though, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
turbances,  he  vifltedeach  #iip,  ex¬ 
horted  the  men,  and  received  from 
them  aflurances  of  their  ready 
obedience.  At  the  outfet,  indeed, 
they  did  not  openly  make  common 
caufe  with  their  comrades  at  Portf- 
mouth  and  Plymouth;  and  they 
even,  towards  the  clofe  of  April, 
addrefled  to  the  lords  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  a  letter  of  thanks  for  the 
conceflions  which  had  been  grant¬ 
ed  ;  exprefling,  at  the  fame  time, 
their  determination  to  rifk  all  that 
was  dear  to  man  for  their  fove- 
reign  and  their  native  land ;  and 
regretting  that  the  backwardnefs  of 
the  enemy  to  face  them  had  hitherto 
prevented  them  from  having  an 
opportunity  of  difplaying  their 
zeal.  But,  unfortunately  for  them- 
felves  and  their  country,  thefe 
grateful  feelings  were  of  brief  du¬ 
ration. 

The  firft  fymptom  of  infubor- 
dination  appeared  on  board  of  the 
Trent  frigate.  The  admiral,  on 
the  evening  before  that  on  which 
he  himfelf  intended  to  fail,  hav¬ 
ing  made  the  fignal  for  her  to  put  to 
Tea,  the  fignal  was  difobeyed.  It 
was  found,  on  enquiry,  that  the 
crew  pofitively  refuled  to  obey 
their  officers ;  alleging,  as  a  rea- 
fon,  that  the  act  recently  palled, 
with  refpeft  to  the  weights  and 
peafures  of  provifions,  had  not 


been  complied  with  on  board  of 
the  Trent.  Their  affertion  was 
true  ;  the  fa<5l  being  that,  by  fome 
miftake,  the  new  regulation  had 
not  yet  been  officially  promul¬ 
gated.  Admiral  Duncan  imme¬ 
diately  called  all  hands  on  the 
deck  of  the  Venerable,  his  own 
fhip,  and  made  known  his  inten¬ 
tion  of  going  alongfide  the  re¬ 
bellious  veflel  in  the  morning,  to 
reduce  her  to  fubmiffion.  u  Who 
is  there,’  ’  fa  id  he,  (i  that  will 
defert  me  on  this  occafion  ?** 
Much  to  his  gratification,  his 
men  unanimoufly  exclaimed,  that 
they  would  fupport  their  com¬ 
mander  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
evening,  they  alfo  tranfmitted  to 
him  a  refpedfful  letter,  offering, 
in  the  hope  of  allaying  the  dif- 
content  of  the  revolters,  by  (hew¬ 
ing  them  that  they  fared  no  worfe 
than  others,  “  to  deliver  to  him 
the  different  weights  and  mea- 
fures  ufed  by  the  purfer  in  the 
allotment  of  their  provilions,  and 
depend  entirely  upon  his  juftice 
and  candour,  as  far  as  regarded 
their  own  allowances.”  This  had 
the  defired  effect,  and,  on  the  en- 
fuing  morning,  the  Trent  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  fea. 

Still,  the  fpirit  of  difaffe&ion 
was  fo  prevalent  in  the  fquadron, 
that  there  were  only  two  (hips, 
the  Venerable  and  the  Adamant, 
which  were  entirely  free  from  its 
malignant  influence.  When  on 
fnore,  many  of  the  men  behaved 
in  a  riotous  and  diforderly  man¬ 
ner ;  but  it  was  not  till  towards 
the  clofe  of  May  that  the  mafk 
was  wholly  dropped.  On  the 
27th  the  admiral  quitted  Yar- 
mouth-roads,  having  been  ordered 
by  the  admiralty  to  cruife  off  the 
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back  of  the  fands,  till  he  could  be 
reinforced.  Under  pretence  that 
they  were  in  the  courfe  of  pay. 
ment,  though  not  ten  fhillings 
was  due  to  each  man,  the  crews 
of  the  Montague  and  Naflau  re- 
fufed  to  put  to  fea.  Their  mu¬ 
tinous  example  was  fpeedily  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  reft  of  the  fleet, 
who  quitted  him  at  fea,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Venerable  and 
the  Adamant,  which  remained 
faithful  to  their  commander.  The 
mutinous  veflels  then  proceeded  to 
the  Nore. 

Finding  himfelf  thus  deferred, 
the  admiral  fummoned  the  crew 
of  the  Venerable  on  deck,  and  ad- 
drefled  them  in  the  following 
fpeech,  which  is  worthy  of  being 
recorded  for  its  feaman-like  fpirir, 
and  its  modefty  and  unaffeded 
piety  and  fimplicity.  It  was  at¬ 
tentively  liftened  to  by  his  men  ; 
and,  aided  by  his  firmnefs  and 
juftice,  could  not  fail  of  producing 
pn  their  minds  a  beneficial  effect. 

ff  My  lads,  I  once  more  call 
ou  together  with  a  forrowful 
eart,  from  what  I  have  lately  feen 
of  the  difafFedion  of  the  Chips  :  I 
call  it  difafFedion,  for  the  crews 
have  no  grievances.  To  be  de- 
ferted  by  my  fleet,  in  the  face 
of  an  enemy,  is  a  difgrace  which, 
I  believe,  never  before  happened 
to  a  Britifh  admiral ;  nor  could  I 
have  conceived  it  poflible.  My 
greateft  comfort  under  God  is, 
that  I  have  been  fnpported  by  the 
officers,  feamen,  and  marines  of 
this  (hip  ;  for  which,  with  a  heart 
overflowing  with  gratitude,  1  re- 
queft  you  to  accept  my  fincere 
thanks.  I  flatter  myfelf  much 
good  may  refult  from  your  ex¬ 
ample,  by  bringing  thofe  deluded 
people  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty, 


which  they  owe,  not  only  to  their 
king  and  country,  but  to  them- 
felves. 

<{  The  Britifh  navy  has  ever 
been  the  fupport  of  that  liberty 
which  has  been  handed  down  to 
us  by  our  anceflors,  and  which, 
I  truft,  we  fhall  maintain  to  the 
lateft  poflerity  ;  but  that  can  only 
be  done  by  unanimity  and  obe¬ 
dience.  This  fliip’s  company, 
and  others,  who  have  diftinguilhed 
themfelves  by  their  loyalty  and 
good  order,  deferve  to  be,  and 
doubtlefs  will  be,  the  favourites 
of  a  grateful  country.  They  will 
alfo  have,  from  their  inward  feel¬ 
ings,  a  comfort  which  will  be 
lafting,  and  not  like  the  fleeting 
and  falfe  confidence  of  thofe  who 
have  fwerved  from  their  duty. 

<(  It  has  often  been  my  pride, 
with  you,  to  look  into  the  Texel, 
and  fee  a  foe  which  dreaded  com¬ 
ing  out  to  meet  us.  My  pride 
is  now  humbled,  indeed  I  My 
feelings  are  not  eafily  to  be  ex- 
preflfed  !  Our  cup  has  overflowed, 
and  made  us  wanton.  The  all¬ 
wife  Providence  has  given  us  this 
check  as  a  warning,  and  I  hope 
we  fhall  improve  by  it.  On  him, 
then,  let  us  trufl,  where  our  only 
fecurity  can  be  found.  I  find 
there  are  many  good  men  among 
us ;  for  my  own  part,  I  have  had 
full  confidence  in  all  in  this  {hip; 
and  once  more  beg  to  exprefs  my 
approbation  of  your  condud. 

“  May  God,  who  has  thus  far 
conducted  you,  continue  to  do  fo  ; 
and  may  the  Britifh  navy,  the 
glory  and  fupport  of  our  country, 
be  reftored  to  its  wonted  fplen- 
dour,  and  be  not  only  the  bulwark 
of  Britain,  but  the  terror  of  the 
world. 

“  But  this  can  only  be  efFeded 


252]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


by  a  ftri6l  adherence  to  our  duty 
and  obedience ;  and  let  us  pray 
that  the  Almighty  God  may  keep 
us  in  the  right  way  of  thinking. 
God  blefs  you  all.>' 

Reinforcements  were  immedi¬ 
ately  ordered  round  to  join  him, 
from  the  channel-ports.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  he  fearlefsly 
blockaded  the  Texel  with  the 
Venerable  and  Adamant.  It  was 
while  he  was  performing  this  ar¬ 
duous  duty,  that  the  only  fymp- 
tom  that  ever  appeared  of  mutiny, 
occurred  onboard  of  the  Venerable. 
A  plot  was  fet  on  foot,  which  was 
difclofed  by  fome  of  thofe  who 
had  been  entrufted  with  the  fecret. 
It  was,  however,  impoffible,  as 
yet,  for  him  to  know  to  what 
extent  the  mifchief  had  fpread. 
All  hands  were  inftantly  called  on 
deck,  and  addrefled  by  the  ad¬ 
miral  in  a  firm  but  temperate 
fpeech.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few 
minutes,  fix  men,  charged  with 
being  the  ringleaders,  were  brought 
before  him.  “  My  lads,”  faid 
the  admiral  to  them,  f<  I  am  not, 
I  allure  you,  in  the  leaft  appre- 
henlive  of  any  violent  meafure 
that  you  may  have  in  contempla¬ 
tion  ;  and  though  I  allure  you,  too, 
that  I  would  much  rather  acquire 
your  love  than  excite  your  fear, 
I  will,  with  my  own  hand,  put 
to  death  the  firft  man  who  fhall 
prefume  to  difplay  the  flighted 
difpolition  to  a  rebellious  conduft.” 
Then,  turning  round  to  one  of  the 
mutineers,  “  do  you,  hr,”  faid 
he,  ((  want  to  take  the  command 
of  this  fhip  out  of  my  hands  ?” 
i(  Yes,  fir,”  replied  the  fellow, 
with  an  unhefitating  impudence, 
which  had  fomething  almoft  lu¬ 
dicrous  in  it.  The  admiral  raifed 


his  arm  to  plunge  his  fword  into 
the  breaft  of  the  mutineer,  but 
he  was  flopped  by  the  chaplain 
and  fecretary.  He  did  not  renew 
his  attempt,  but,  with  fome  agi¬ 
tation,  called  to  the  flip's  com¬ 
pany,  tf  let  thofe  who  will  fland 
by  me  and  my  officers,  pafs  over, 
inftantly,  to  the  ftarboard-fide  of 
the  (hip,  that  we  may  fee  who  are 
our  friends,  and  who  are  our  op¬ 
ponents.”  With  one  accord  the 
whole  of  the  crew,  the  fix  mutineers 
excepted,  direftly  ran  over  to  him. 
The  culprits  were  then  feized, 
and  put  in  irons.  They  were, 
however,  fubfequent!yr  all  libe¬ 
rated  without  punifhment,  after 
having  fliewn  flgns  of  real  peni¬ 
tence  ;  and  by  this  mixture  of 
rigour  and  of  lenity  an  end  was 
put  to  all  thoughts  of  mutiny  in 
thefquadron  which  he  commanded. 

As  though  the  madnefs  which 
poflefled  the  minds  of  the  Tailors 
had  been  epidemical,  it  extended 
its  pernicious  influence  to  the  moft 
diflant  quarters.  At  that  period 
the  fquadron  under  Lord  St.  Vin¬ 
cent,  was  the  only  one  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  remain  in  a  tranquil 
ftate.  It  has  fince  been  confefled, 
however,  that  the  tranquillity  was 
rather  apparent  than  real.  In  the 
houfe  of  commons  it  has  recently 
been  affirmed,  by  a  member  hav¬ 
ing  correft  means  of  information, 
“  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
integrity  and  loyalty  of  the  ma¬ 
rines,  the  whole  fleet  would  have 
been  carried  into  Ireland.  It  was 
to  the  conduft  of  the  marines 
alone,  that  the  fafety  of  the  fleet, 
as  well  as  the  prefervation  of  the 
lives  of  the  officers,  were  to  be 
afcribed.”  The  latter  part  of  the 
fentence  fufficiently  marks  the  ma¬ 
lignant 
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lignant  nature  of  the  projected 
mutiny  on  board  the  fquadron  off' 
Cadiz. 

At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
alfo,  the  fcenes  which  had  taken 
place  at  home  were  twice  repeated. 
About  the  middle  of  October,  a 
mutiny  broke  out  in  the  fleet  at 
Simon’s  Bay.  According  to  the 
eftablifhed  precedent,  the  crews 
feized  upon  the  fhips,  loaded  the 
guns,  fent  fome  officers  on  fhore, 
confined  others,  and  appointed  a 
committee  of  delegates  to  hold 
the  command.  One  of  the  pre¬ 
texts  for  this  conduct  was,  that 
captain  Shepherd,  of  the  Tre¬ 
mendous,  had  been  guilty  of 
cruelty,  and  various  improper  pro¬ 
ceedings.  As  foon  as  this  revolt 
was  known  on  fhore,  general  Dun- 
das,  the  commander. in-chief,  aug¬ 
mented  the  garrifon  of  Simon’s 
Town,  ordered  works  to  be  thrown 
up  to  prevent  the  watering  parties 
from  landing,  and  took  fuch  other 
meafures  as  were  neceffary  in  the 
critical  fituation  of  affairs.  A  ne¬ 
gotiation  was  now  entered  into, 
and  fome  of  the  demands  of  the 
mutineers  being  complied  with, 
and  a  pardon  granted  to  them,  the 
femblance  of  order  was  for  a  while 
reftored. 

As  too  free  an  intercourfe  was 
carried  on  between  the  feamen  and 
the  army,  it  was  thought  prudent 
to  call  the  latter  into  the  field. 
The  feamen,  never  thelefs,  ft  ill  per- 
fifting  in  fending  their  emiffaries 
into  the  camp,  general  Dundas, 
ordered  two  of  the  latter  to  be 
apprehended,  and  hanged  upon  the 
firft  tree.  At  the  moment,  how¬ 
ever,  when  they  conceived  them- 
felves  to  be  on  the  point  of  death, 
he  pardoned  them  ;  defiring  them, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  return  to  their 


comrades,  and  declare,  that  the 
firft  failor  who  was  caught  within 
the  Gentries  fhould  certainly  be 
executed  ;  and,  to  fhew  that  this 
was  not  an  idle  menace,  the  ropes 
were  left  in  readinefs  for  the  pur- 
pofe. 

The  fecond  mutiny  occurred 
fhortly  after,  under  the  following 
circumftances.  Captain  Stephens 
having  demanded  a  court-martial, 
that  he  might  difprove  the  calum¬ 
nies  thrown  upon  his  character, 
a  court  was  accordingly  held  on 
board  of  the  Sceptre.  At  the 
trial,  a  failor  of  the  name  of  ]ack- 
fon,  one  of  the  ringleaders  and 
delegates  in  the  firft  mutiny,  who 
was  now  fuminoned  as  an  evidence, 
behaved  with  the  moft  audacious 
infolence  to  the  court.  He  was, 
therefore,  fentenced  to  be  im- 
prifoned  for  one  month.  This 
was  fo  deeply  refented  by  the  fea¬ 
men,  that  they  once  more  burft 
out  into  open  rebellion.  The 
Sceptre,  captain  Lofack,  was  the 
only  fhip  of  which  the  crew  re¬ 
mained  in  a  ft  ate  of  perfed  fub- 
ordination.  The  Raifonable  and 
Sphinx,  however,  though  they 
hoifted  the  red  flag,  did  not  take 
any  adive  part  in  this  new  dif- 
turbance.  The  reft  of  the  fhips 
fent  their  officers  on  fhore. 

In  this  poflure  of  affairs,  a 
council  of  war  was  held  at  the 
houfe  of  lord  Macartney,  the  go¬ 
vernor.  Conceflion  having  before 
proved  ineffedual,  it  was  wifely 
refolved  to  refort,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  to  force,  and  rather  to  facrifice 
the  fhips,  than  to  encourage  atid 
perpetuate,  >  by  a  weak  lenity,  the 
mutinous  difaffedion  of  the  fea¬ 
men.  The  batteries  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  manned,  and  furnaces 
were lightedfor red-hot  fhot.  This 
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being  done,  a  proclamation  was 
fent  on  board,  declaring  that,  af- 
ter  a  limited  period,  thd  fire  would 
open  from  the  fhore,  and  no  fub- 
miffion  would  be  accepted.  The 
furrender  of  their  delegates  was 
infilled  on  as  an  indifpenfable 
point,  which  would,  on  no  ac¬ 
count,  be  receded  from  by  their 
fuperiors.  It  fortunately  hap¬ 
pened,  that  moil  of  the  veffels 
were  lying  in  fituations  where 
they  were  wholly  at  the  mercy 
of  the  batteries.  Perceiving  that 
the  council  was  in  earnefl,  and 
that  refiftance  was  madnefs,  the 
mutineers  yielded  to  neceffity, 
gave  up  the  delegates,  and  came 
,  back  to  their  duty.  On  board 
the  Crefcent  frigate,  which  was 
one  of  the  moft  obflinate,  and  the 
leafl  expofed  to  danger,  the  mu. 
tiny  was  early  quelled  by  the 
gallantry  of  the  firfl-lieutenant, 
who  leaped  down  among  the  re¬ 
volted,  fhot  the  firfl  man  who 
refufed  to  obey,  and,  with  the 
help  of  the  well-affe<5led,  brought 
her  under  the  batteries.  For  this 
fecond  mutiny,  punifhment  was  in¬ 
flicted  on  feverai  of  the  offenders. 
The  fefult  of  captain  Stephens's 
trial  was  an  honourable  acquittal. 
The  fpirit  and  loyalty  of  the 
army  were  confpicuoufly  difplayed 
during  the  continuance  of  thefe 
difagreeable  events,  and  had  a 
powerful  influence  in  producing  a 
favourable  termination* 


CHAP. 


Many  months  elapfed  before  tfid 
feamen  could  be  faid  to  be  comu 
pletely  returned  to  their  old  habits 
of  obedience.  In  Tingle  fhips,  a&s. 
of  mutiny  but  too  frequently  oc¬ 
curred,  though  it  would  be  ufe- 
lefs  and  painful  to  enumerate 
them.  On  board  the  Pompee  a 
plan  was  formed  for  carrying  the 
veffel  into  a  French  port,  but  it 
was  timely  difcovered  and  fruf- 
trated.  Nor*  indeed*  was  it 
more  than  a  fmall  minority  of  the 
crew  that  was  guilty,  and,  of 
thofe  who  were  thus  drawn  in* 
only  a  trifling  number  intended  to 
pufh  their  criminality  to  the  ut- 
mofl  extent.  But,  in  another  in* 
fiance,  the  whole  crew  of  a  veffel 
flained  themfelves  with  inexpia¬ 
ble  crime.  In  the  latter  end  of 
Odober,  the  feamen  of  the  Her- 
mione  frigate,  of  thirty-two  guns, 
murdered  their  commander,  cap¬ 
tain  Pigott,  and  all  his  officers, 
carried  the  veffel  into  the  Spanifh 
port  of  La  Guira,  and  crowned 
this  bafe  and  bloody  achievement 
by  entering  into  the  enemy’s  fer- 
vice.  Here  we  fhall  clofe  our  ac¬ 
count  of  the  mutiny  ;  fincerely 
hoping  that  the  hiflorian  will 
never  again  have  the  melancholy 
and  foul-fickening  taik  of  blotting 
the  pages  of  his  annals  with  the 
narrative  of  fuch  difgraceful  and 
difaflrous  events* 


XII. 


Narrative  of  Naval  and  Colonial  Operations .  The  French  land  a  Body  of 
Galley  Slaves  and  Malefactors  at  Fifhguardt  in  Femhrokfjhire .  In¬ 
fractions  given  to  the  Commander  of  this  Expedition.  The  Invaders  are 
eompelled  to  lay  dovon  their  Arms *  The  Dire  Story  cenfuredy  by  many  in 

France  * 
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t  ranee,  for  this  Affair.  Two  of  the  Frigates  which  conveyed  the  French 
are  captured .  The  Republican  Projeds  for  invading  England *  Flan 

for  uniting  in  the  Channel  the _  Fleets  of  France ,  Spain,  and  Holland, . 
State  of  the  Spanijh  and  Fngli/h  Fleets *  Admiral  Cordova  fails  front 
Carthagena  to  Cadiz.  Believing  Sir  John  Jervis  to  have  only  a  very 
fmall  horce,  he  fails  towards  him  to  give  him  Battle *  Sir  John  Jervis 
determines  alfo  to  bring  the  Spaniards  to  A  Si  ion.  Strange  Conduct  of  the 
Captain  of  the  Spanijh  look -out  Frigate.  Battle  off  Cape  St.  Vincent's* 
Part  of  the  Spanijh  Squadron  cut  off  from  the  main  Body,  and  put  to 
Flight.  Glorious  ConduB  ej  Commodore  Nelfon*  He  engages  feveral  of 
the  Enemy.  The  San  IJidro  and  Salvador  del  Mundo  flrike  to  Captain 
Collin gwood Nelfon  carries  the  San  Nicolas  and  the  San.  Jrfef  by  board .  ! 
ing.  1  he  Spanijh  Squadron  retreats.  Conjequences  of  this  Vidory* 
honours  and  Rewards  befowed  on  the  Vidors.  Sir  John  Jervis  created 
Earl  St.  Vincent.  Nelfon ,  who  had  already  been  made  a  Rea r-  Admiral, 
receives  the  Order  of  the  Bath.  Two  Bombardments  of  Cadiz*  Gallant 
A  hi  ion  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelfon.  He  forms  a  Plan  for  the  Captute  of  Santa 

Cruz.  Defer iption  of  Santa  Cruz.  Nelfon  is  fent  againft  Santa  Cruz 
with  afmall  Force.  Failure  of  the  firft  Attempt.  Nelfon  makes  a  fecond 
Attempt ,  in  which  he  himfelf  commands.  His  right  Arm  is  Jhattered  by 
a  Grape-Shot.  Gallantry  of  Captain  Trowbridge *  The  Affailants  are 

unable  to  accomplijh  their  Purpofe.  Generojity  of  the  Spanijh  Governor. 
Lojs  Jufained  by  the  Britijh.  Efforts  made  by  the  Batavian  Government 
to  fit  out  a  Fleet *  Character  ofi  Admiral  de  Winter  and  Admiral  Dun - 

can.  Intrepid  Conduct  ofi  the  Latter.  The  Batavian  Government  orders 
its  Fleet  to  Jail.  Admiral  Duncan  Jails  in  purfuit  of  it.  Battle  of  Cam- 
pei  aown.  Admiral  Duncan  gets  between  the  Dutch  Squadron  and  the 
Land *  The  Dutch  completely  defeated ,  and  a  confiderable  Part  of  their 
Fleet  captured.  Admiral  Duncan  made  a  Vij count.  Events  in  the  Weft 

Indies.  Infamous  Londud  of  the  French  in  the  Invafon  of  Anguilla , 
Capture  of  the  horce  employed  by  them  on  that  Expedition.  Situation  of 
tve  Britijh  Wefi  India  Ifands.  Conjpiracy  dijeovered  at  Dominica* 
Dffatisfadion  of  the  Colonifs  at  the  Plan  of  raifng  five  Black  Regiments * 
Expedition  againfi  Trinidad.  Deflrudion  of  the  Spanijh  Fleet  there * 
Surrender  of  the  If  and*  Attack  projeded  on  Porto  Rico.  Defer  iption  of 
the  City  of  San  Juan.  The  Britijh  effed  a  Landing.  Their  Attempt  is 
unjuccejsful.  St.  Domingo *  Lojs  of  Men  and  Money  fufained  through 
our  PoffeJJion  of  that  If  and.  Lieutenant-General  Sintcoe  appointed  Go¬ 
vernor.  He  introduces  a  Ref  or m  into  the  Finances ,  Military  Operations * 
hrench  Pofis  carried  in  the  Vicinity  of  Port  cu  Prince.  Touijfant  driven, 
back.  Rigaud attacks  Irois,  and  is  defeated.  Touijfant  is  repulfed  at  Ste 
Marc ,  and  likewife  driven  beyond  the  river  Artebonite.  Return  to  Eng¬ 
land  of  General  Simcoe.  Machinations  of  the  French  in  Canada.  Exe- 
cution  of  the  E  miff  ary,  Maclean*  Capture  of'  Foul  Point,  in  the  If  and  of 
Madagafcar. 


TL^ROM  events  painful  to  the  calling  a  deep  (hade  over  the  cha* 

feelings  of  every  Briton,  and  rafter  of  a  elafs  of  men,  which 

had 
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had  always  been  regarded  in  this 
country  with  fentiments  of  ad¬ 
miration  and  pride,  it  is  gratify¬ 
ing  to  turn  to  the  heroic  deeds, 
by  which,  in  the  courfe  of  1797, 
thofe  men  increafed  the  glory  of 
their  native  land;  and,  in  feme 
meafure,  atoned  for  the  criminal 
and  perilous  violation  of  their 
duty.  Before,  however,  we  enter 
on  the  narrative  of  maritime  and 
colonial  warfare,  it  is  neceffary  to 
give  fome  account  of  an  ill-plan¬ 
ned  and  eventually  abortive  at¬ 
tempt,  which  was  made  by  the 
enemy,  to  fpread  terror  and  con¬ 
flagration  on  the  Britifh  coaft. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  year, 
the  republican  threat  of  invaflon, 
as  far  as  regarded  England,  was 
carried  into  effed,  on  a  fcale,  and 
in  a  manner,  which  was  calcu¬ 
lated  to  excite  at  once  indignation 
and  contempt.  A  corps,  of  about 
1 1  or  1 200  men,  confifting  almoft 
entirely  of  galley-flaves  and  other 
malefadors,  was  colleded  at  Breft, 
under  the  title  of  La  Seconde 
Legion  des  Francs,  of  which  the 
command  was  given  to  colonel 
Tate.  The  charader  of  the  in- 
ftrudions  *,  for  his  condud  on  his 
buccaneering  expedition,  was  quite 
in  unifon  with  the  charader  of 
the  matters  whom  he  ferved,  and 
the  goodly  band  of  which  he  was 
appointed  the  leader.  The  three 
principal  objeds  were  Bated  to 
be,  to  raife,  if  poftible,  an  in- 
furredion ;  to  interrupt  and  em- 
barrafs  the  Britifh  internal  com¬ 
merce  ;  and  to  prepare  and  facili¬ 
tate  the  way  for  a  defeent,  by 
diltrading  the  attention  of  the 
government.  To  effed  this,  he 
was  direded,  in  the  firft  place. 


tofeduce  the  commonalty,  by  dif- 
tribuiing  money  to  drink,  by  ca¬ 
lumniating  the  government,  and 
by  holding  our,  as  the  reward  of 
the  revolters,  the  plunder  of  the 
rich  and  of  the  public  magazines. 
To  injure  commerce,  and,  by  de¬ 
priving  artifans  of  employment, 
to  encreafe  the  number  of  the  dif- 
affeded,  he  was  told,  in  addition 
to  many  other  modes  of  annoy¬ 
ance,  to  cut  off  fupplies  from  the 
great  towns,  burn  all  vellels  and 
boats,  on  rivers  and  canals,  and 
give  to  the  flames,  docks,  arfe- 
nals,  coal-yards,  and  large  manu- 
fadories.  Every  art  was  to  be 
employed  to  draw  over  to  his 
party  deferters  from  the  Britifh 
army,  and  the  raoft  execrable 
cruelty  was  to  be  exercifed  on  the 
perfons  and  property  of  all  who 
endeavoured  to  impede  his  pro- 
grefs.  Briftol  was  to  be  the  firft 
facrifice  to  the  republican  fury. 
Approaching  that  place  to  wind¬ 
ward,  in  the  night,  he  was  to  fet 
it  on  fire  ;  and  it  was  hoped,  that 
he  would  fucceed  in  accomplilhing 
the  total  ruin  of  the  city,  the  port, 
the  docks,  and  the  veffels.  The 
fame  fate  was  next  to  be  (hared 
by  Liverpool  and  Chefter.  Colonel 
Tate’s  foldiers  were  deferibed 
as  being  all  refolute  determined 
men,  capable  of  any  thing  ;  and  it 
appears  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  diredory,  to  fupport  this  corps 
of  banditti  by  others,  which  were 
to  be  landed  fo  as  to  ad  in  the 
counties  of  York,  Northumber¬ 
land  and  Durham. 

This  refufe  of  the  gallies  and 
jails  failed  from  Breft,  on  board 
of  two  frigates,  a  corvette,  and 
a  lugger,  and  appeared  in  the 


*  See  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  p.  137. 


Briftol 
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Briftol  channel  on  the  morning  of 
the  2snd  of  February.  They 
(leered  at  firft  towards  Ilfracombe, 
but,  forgetting  their  orders  re¬ 
lative  to  Briftol,  they  foon  chang¬ 
ed  their  courfe,  and,  (landing 
over  to  the  Welfli  {hore,  doubled 
St.  David’s  head,  and  caft  anchor 
in  Fifhguard  Bay,  on  the  coaft  of 
Pembrokefhire.  They  were,  for 
a  while,  millaken  for  Liverpool 
traders  ;  but  their  hoftile  prepa¬ 
rations  foon  undeceived  the  na¬ 
tives,  and  excited  great  alarm. 
From  Fifhguard  the  inhabitants 
fpeedily  moved  into  the  interior 
their  wives,  children,  and  por¬ 
table  property.  Many  of  the 
peafants  abandoned  their  houfes, 
and  hid  themfelves  among  the 
thick  furze,  and  in  the  clefts  of 
the  rocks. 

In  the  evening  the  invaders  be¬ 
gan  to  di  fern  bark  on  Goodwin 
Sands.  The  fpot  which  they  fe- 
letfled  for  their  defeent  was  one 
of  the  word  which  could  poffibly 
be  chofen.  They  had  to  climb  a 
deep  cliff,  rendered  glafiy  by  the 
drynefs  of  the  weather;  and,  after 
they  reached  its  fummit,  they  had 
to  pafs  over  a  hill,  covered  with 
maftes  of  loofe  (lone,  and  four  or 
five  miles  of  difficult  rocky  ground, 
before  they  could  arrive  at  a 
tolerable  road.  By  dint  of  exer¬ 
tion,  however,  they  not  only  con¬ 
trived  to  fcramble  up  the  cliff, 
but  likewife  to  roll  to  the  top  of 
it  the  whole  of  their  ammunition, 
confiding  of  feventy  cartloads  of 
powder,  ball,  and  granades. 

In  the  morning,  they  difperfed 
around  the  country,  in  fearch  of 
provifions  and  plunder.  Though 
they  did  infinite  mifehief  in  their 
progrefs,  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  were  guilty  of  any  a£i  of 
Vox.  XXXIX. 
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cruelty.  A  part  of  the  plunder 
which  they  found,  proved  the 
means  of  their  more  fpeedy  and 
bloodlefs  fubjeftion.  A  (hip,  la¬ 
den  with  wine,  had,  fome  days 
previoufly,  been  wrecked  in  this 
quarter,  and  there  was  now  fcarcely 
a  cottage  which  did  not  contain 
a  caik.  Of  this  liquor  they  drank 
to  fuch  excefs,  that  many  of  the 
officers  were  as  unable  to  command 
as  the  foldiers  were  unwilling  to 
obey.  Difcipline  was  entirely  at 
an  end. 

While  the  invaders  were  thus 
lofing  their  time  and  their  fenfes 
in  intoxication,  the  gentlemen  of 
the  county  were  taking  meafures 
to  prevent  them  from  penetrating 
beyond  the  ground  on  which  they 
flood.  About  660  troops,  con¬ 
fiding  of  100  of  the  Pembroke 
fencibles,  300  of  the  Fifhguard 
and  Newport  fencibles,  200  of 
the  Cardiganfhire  militia,  and  60 
of  lord  Cawdor’s  yeomen  cavalry, 
haftily  marched  to  the  feene  of 
aftion,  under  the  command  of  lord 
Cawdor.  Not  one  of  thefe  men 
had  ever  fired  a  mufket,  except 
for  amufement,  yet  they  proceeded 
againft  the  enemy  with  the  moft 
cheerful  alacrity.  To  this  force 
was  joined  numbers  of  gentlemen- 
volunteers,  and  a  crowd  of  pea¬ 
fants,  with  no  other  weapons  than 
fuch  as  chance  furnifhed,  and  pre- 
fenting  a  truly  grotefque  appear¬ 
ance. 

Lord  Cawdor  drew  up  his  lit¬ 
tle  army,  on  the  hills,  in  the  way 
belt  calculated  to  imprefs  the 
enemy  with  an  idea  of  its  ftrength. 
But  the  hoftile  leader  was  ill- 
difpofed  to  behave  with  that  vi¬ 
gour  which  his  inftru&ions  en¬ 
joined.  At  night-fall  he  fent  a. 
flag  of  truce  with  a  letter,  de- 
[^]  daring 
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daring  that,  as  the  circumflances 
of  his  fituation  rendered  it  unne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  attempt  any 
military  operations,  which  could 
tend  only  to  bloodfhed  and  pil¬ 
lage,  he  was  willing  to  negotiate 
a  furrender.  In  reply,  lord  Caw¬ 
dor  informed  him,  that  no  terms 
could  be  granted  fhort  of  uncon¬ 
ditional  fubmiffion.  To  thefe 
terms  colonel  Tate  acceded,  and 
his  troops  accordingly  laid  down 
their  arms,  on  the  24-th  of  Feb- 
ruary.  Some  of  them  fubmitted 
to  their  fate  with  perfeT  cheer- 
fulnefs  ;  but  many  of  them  dis¬ 
played  feelings  of  a  very  oppofite 
nature,  and,  by  their  gloomy  and 
indignant  countenances,  manifefted 
the  vexation  which  they  felt,  at 
being  deprived  of  the  profpect  of 
indulging  in  outrage  and  rapine. 
Small  as  this  divifion  was,  it 
might,  neverthelefs,  before  a  Hop 
could  have  been  put  to  its  pro- 
grefs,  have  done  mifchief  to  an 
enormous  extent,  had  it  pufhed  on 
with  the  promptitude  and  bold- 
nefs  which  were  recommended  to 
its  leader. 

Even  in  France  this  infamous 
expedition  was  not  fuffered  to 
efcape  without  its  merited  cenfure. 
The  belt  public  writers  reprobated 
it  in  the  ftrongeft  language,  and, 
in  the  council  of  five  hundred, 
Dumolard  attacked  it,  as  contrary 
to  the  conflitution,  injurious  to 
the  national  honour  and  to  the 
brave  defenders  of  the  country, 
and  as  a  breach  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions  ;  and  he  demanded  that  a 
meffage  fbould  be  fent  to  the  di¬ 
rectory,  to  require  information  on 
the  fubjedl.  A  few  members  of 
the  council  had  the  bafenefs  to  al¬ 
lude  to  the  JBritifh  employment 
of  the  emigrants  at  Quiberon,  as 


being  fimilar  in  kind  to  the  cenfured 
meafure  ;  but  their  clamours  were 
filenced,  and  a  meffage  was  voted. 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  from 
the  report  of  the  debates  in  the 
council,  that  the  directory  con- 
defcended  to  return  any  anfwer. 

The  lofs  of  the  men  fent  to 
effect  this  defcent,  might  rather  be 
confidered  as  a  gain.  Fortunately 
it  was  not  the  only  lofs  which 
this  projedl  occafioned  to  the  di¬ 
rectory.  On  the  return  of  the 
fquadron,  two  of  the  veffels  were 
met  and  compelled  to  ftrike,  off 
Breft  harbour,  by  fir  Harry  Neale 
and  captain  Cooke,  in  the  St. 
Fiorenzo  and  the  Nymph.  The 
fhips  captured  were  La  Refirtance, 
of  forty-eight  guns,  a  new  fri¬ 
gate,  one  of  the  finefl  and  largeft 
in  the  French  ferviee ;  and  La 
Conftance,  of  twenty- two  guns, 
inferior  in  nothing  but  fize,  to  her 
captured  companion.  The  two 
(hips  which  ftruck,  loffc  between 
thirty  and  forty  men  in  killed  and 
wounded,  while  on  the  fide  of  the 
Britifh  not  a  fingle  failor  was 
hurt. 

The  republican  expedition  to 
Ireland,  of  which  we  fhall  give 
an  account  when,  in  our  next  vo¬ 
lume,  we  bring  forward  the  nar¬ 
rative  of  Irifh  affairs,  though  it 
had  fhewn  the  mere  pofiibility  of 
reaching,  under  fome  circumflan¬ 
ces,  a  vulnerable  part  of  the 
Britifli  dominions,  had,  neverthe¬ 
lefs,  been  too  dearly  paid  for,  and 
had  put  the  whole  of  the  troops 
and  veffels  into  too  much  peril, 
to  encourage  the  directory  again 
to  trull  to  the  republican  fquadron 
alone,  the  daring  and  arduous  talk 
of  executing  their  meditated  in- 
vafion.  The  auxiliaries,  or  ra¬ 
ther  tributaries,  of  the  republic 
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were,  therefore,  to  be  called  on 
to  take  a  fhare  in  this  enterprize. 
Spain,  which,  as  we  have  feen, 
had  joined  France  againft  her  late 
ally,  was  poffeffed  of  a  refpedable 
fleet  ;  and  Holland,  which  had 
always  enjoyed  a  merited  repu¬ 
tation  for  bravery  and  (kill  in 
naval  affairs,  was  inceflantly  fpur- 
red  on,  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  to  make  ftrenuous  exertions, 
in  order  to  re-efiablifh  its  mari¬ 
time  forces  on  a  formidable  foot¬ 
ing.  It  was  hoped,  that  if  the 
fquadrons  of  the  three  nations,  to 
the  number  of  between  feventy 
and  eighty  fail  of  the  line,  could 
be  united  in  the  channel,  they 
might  have,  at  leak,  fuch  a  mo¬ 
mentary  fuperiority  of  ftrength, 
as  would  enable  the  republicans  to 
carry  into  effect  their  revolu¬ 
tionary  projetffs  in  Ireland,  if  not 
in  England  itfelf. 

But  to  the  execution  of  this 
fplendid  fcheme  there  exifted  two 
ferious  obftacles ;  the  great  in¬ 
terval  which  feparated  their  fleets, 
and  the  vigilance  and  courage  of 
the  commanders  oppcfed  to  them. 
The  diftance,  from  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  and  the  Texel  to  Breft, 
did  not  admit  of  a  ftolen,  or  very 
rapid  junction  ;  and  it  was  not 
to  be  fuppofed  that  the  Britifh 
admirals  would  not  ftrain  every 
nerve,  to  acquire  frefh  claims  to 
the  gratitude  of  their  country,  by 
fruftrating  the  defigns  of  its  ene¬ 
mies,  and  feverely  punifhiiu>  every 
attempt  to  render  it  the  polluted 
theatre  of  revolution  and  plunder. 

The  Spanifh  fleet  was  the  fiifl 
to  be  taught  the  difficulty  and 
danger  of  making  even  a  move¬ 
ment  towards  fuch  a  junction. 
Yet,  as  far  as  regarded  the  num¬ 
ber  and  fize  of  (hips,,  circumftances 


were  fo  much  in  its  favour,  that 
nothing  but  the  gallantry  and 
feamanfhip  of  Britifh  leaders,  and 
Britifh  failors,  could  have  turned 
the  balance  again!!  it,  and  ar- 
refted  it  in  its  courfe.  It  con- 
fifted  of  no  Iefs  than  twenty..feven 
fail  of  the  line  ;  of  which  one,  the 
larged  in  the  world,  was  of  a 
hundred  and  thirty-fix  guns,  fix 
were  of  a  hundred  and  twelve* 
two  of  eighty-five,  and  eighteen 
of  feventy- four  guns ;  which  were 
accompanied  by  twelve  thirty- 
four  gun  frigates.  There  was, 
however,  one  difad  vantage  on  its 
fide.  The  proportion  of  good 
feamen  was  inconliderable ;  and, 
though  the  Spanifh  miniftry  had 
endeavoured  to  remedy  this,  by 
putting  expert  artillery-men  on 
board,  the  deficiency  was  inade¬ 
quately  fupplied. 

The  Britifh  fquadron,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  been  confiderably 
weakened  by  feveral  accidents. 
Forced  from  her  anchorage,  the 
Gibraltar,  of  eighty  guns,  had 
ftruck  on  a  rock,  and  been  obliged 
to  be  fent  to  England ;  the  Zea¬ 
lous,  of  feventy-four,  had  fuf- 
fered  the  fame  misfortune,  and 
confequently  been  fent  to  Liibon  ; 
the  Courageous,  of  feventy-four, 
had  foundered  in  the  Straits  ;  the 
Bombay  Caflle,  of  feventy-four, 
had  been  loit  in  the  Tagus  j  the 
St.  George,  of  ninety-eight,  had 
recently  grounded  in  the  Tagds, 
and  been  under  the  neceffity  of 
putting  back  ;  and  the  Culloden, 
of  feventy-four,  parted  company 
on  the  i ft  of  February,  and  did 
not  return  for  more  than  a  week. 
The  fquadron  under  admiral  Jer¬ 
vis  was  thus  diminifhed  to  no 
more  than  nine  fail ;  but,  fortu¬ 
nately,  on  the  6th  of  February, 
[£2]  rear** 
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fear- admiral  Parker  joined  it, 
with  five  line  of  battle  (hips  from 
England,  and  on  the  9th,  the 
Gulioden  refumed  her  ftation. 
The  latter  (hip  was,  however, 
fo  much  damaged,  by  running  on 
board  the  ColofiTus,  that  captain 
Trowbridge,  with  infinite  diffi¬ 
culty,  put  her  into  fufficient  re¬ 
pair  to  take  part  in  an  engage¬ 
ment*  The  Britifh  fquadron  was 
now  fifteen  fail  of  the  line,  four 
frigates,  and  three  fmaller  veffels. 
Two  of  thefe  were  of  a  hundred 
guns,  two  of  ninety-eight,  two  of 
ninety,  eight  of  feventy-four,  and 
one  of  fixty-four.  They  carried 
twelve  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
guns  ;  the  enemy  two  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  eight. 

Having  received  from  his  court 
pofitive  orders  to  fail,  Don  Jo. 
feph  Cordova,  the  Spanilh  admi¬ 
ral,  quitted  Carthagena,  on  the 
4th  of  February,  and  (leered  for 
Cadiz.  As  he  paffed  Gibraltar, 
he  was  informed,  by  an  American 
captain,  that  the  Britifh  had  only 
nine  fail,  and  he  confequently  de¬ 
termined  to  give  them  battle,  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  cheap  vic¬ 
tory  over  fuch  a  difparity  of 
force.  With  this  determination 
he  paffed'  by  Cadiz,  in  fearch  of 
his  opponents.  To  be  defeated 
he  mult  have  confidered  as  next  to 
impofnble  ;  and,  at  all  events,  a 
Spanilh  port  was  at  hand  to  re¬ 
ceive  him. 

The  firft  intelligence  of  Cor¬ 
dova’s  approach  was  brought  to 
admiral  Jervis,  off  Cape  St.  Vin¬ 
cent,  by  commodore  Nelfon,  who 
had  been  dilpatched  to  Porto  Fer- 
rajo,  to  make  arrangements  for 
evacuating  that  place.  It  was 
fpeedily  confirmed  from  various 
other  quarters.  Notwithftanding 


the  fmallnefs  of  his  fquadron/ 
which  would  have  amply  juftified 
his  confining  his  efforts  to  making 
an  honourable  retreat,  admiral 
Jervis,  fully  relying  on  the  ta¬ 
lents  of  his  officers,  and  the 
bravery  of  his  crews,  and  feeling 
that  the  fituation  of  affairs  im~ 
perioufly  called  for  enterprize, 
refolved  not  only  to  hazard  a 
conted,  but  to  become  himfelf  the 
afiailant.  He  knew  that  thofe 
around  him  were  not  in  the  habit 
of  counting  their  enemies  ;  and 
that  (kill  and  valour  could  ac- 
complifh  every  thing  which  was 
not  abfolutely  impracticable.  The 
night  was  fpent  in  preparing  for 
the  combat ;  the  (hips  were  kept 
in  a  compadl  body  ;  and  the  dawn, 
and  the  hoftile  fleet,  of  which  the 
fignal  guns  were  heard,  were  an. 
xioufly  expe&ed. 

At  break  of  day,  the  fignal- 
(hips  announced  that  the  enemy 
was  in  fight.  The  fame  fig. 
nal  was  made  by  the  Spanifh 
look-out  (hips  to  their  ad- 
miral  5  but  a  thick  fog  concealed 
from  them  the  real  ftrength  of  the 
Britifh.  The  (hips  of  Cordova 
were  widely  extended,  and  in 
fome  diforder.  Imagining  that 
his  fignal  was  not  attended  to,  the 
Spanilh  captain  repeated  it,  with 
the  addition,  that  the  Englifh 
force  confided  of  forty  fail  of  the 
line.  This,  as  he  afterwards  de¬ 
clared,  he  did  for  the  purpofe  of 
roufing  his  admiral.  But,  inflead 
of  flimulating  to  vigorous  exer¬ 
tion,  it  produced  the  not  unna¬ 
tural  effeft  of  fpreading  perplexity 
and  alarm.  Thofe  who  had  ad¬ 
vanced  in  the  full  confidence  of 
eafy  vi&ory,  felt  their  fpirits  fink 
at  the  thought  of  imminent  de¬ 
feat  and  captivity  ;  and  enthufiafm 
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once  extinguished,  can  Scarcely 
ever  be  rekindled. 

Admiral  Jervis  inftantly  turned 
to  account  the  difconnefted  Situa¬ 
tion,  and  the  newly  infpired 
alarm  and  indecifion,  of  his  an¬ 
tagonist.  About  nine  fail  of  the 
SpaniSh  veffels  were  to  leeward, 
and  thefe  he  hoped  to  cut  off, 
before  the  remainder  of  the  fleet 
could  come  to  their  aid,  or  form 
a  regular  order  of  battle.  With 
this  view  he  bore  down  on  them, 
under  a  prefs  of  fail.  Cordova 
perceived  his  intention,  and.  made 
a  movement,  with  a  defign  to 
join  them.  But  he  was  too  late. 
The  British  admiral  paSTed  through 
their  fleet,  in  a  line  formed  with 
the  utmoft  celerity,  then  tacked, 
and  thus  fucceeded  in  effecting 
his  purpofe.  The  feparated  (hips 
now  endeavoured  to  form  on  the 
larboard  tack  ;  apparently  intend¬ 
ing  either  to  pafs  through,  or  to 
leeward  of  the  British  line,  and 
by  this  means  to  reunite  with  the 
main  body.  In  this,  however, 
only  one  of  them  fucceeded,  and 
that  in  confequcnce  of  her  being 
fo  covered  with  fmoke,  that  her 
manoeuvre  was  not  perceived  till 
fhe  had  reached  the  rear.  The 
reft  met  with  fuch  a  warm  recep¬ 
tion,  from  the  centre-fhips  of  the 
British  fquadron,  that  they  put 
about,  took  to  Slight,  and  did  not 
appear  again  in  a&ion  until  the 
clofe  of  the  day. 

The  retreat  of  the  leeward  Ships 
enabled  admiral  Jervis  to  diredt 
the  whole  of  his  attention  tp  the 
van  and  part  of  the  centre  of  the 
enemy,  which,  in  number  of  vef¬ 
fels,  and  weight  of  metal,  were 
ftill  fuperior  to  his  own  fquadron. 
At  eight  minutes  paft  twelve,  he, 
therefore,  threw  out  the  frgnal 


for  the  Ships  to  tack  in  fuccefiion, 
and,  Shortly  after,  that  for  palling 
again  through  the  SpaniSh  line. 
Cordova  at  this  moment  began  to 
manoeuvre,  with  the  feeming  pur¬ 
pofe  of  either  joining  the  Sepa¬ 
rated  Ships,  or  getting  off  without 
any  further  engagement.  Com* 
modore  Nelfon,  whofe  broad  pen¬ 
dant  was  flying  in  the  Captain,  of 
feventy.four  guns,  was  in  the 
rear  of  the  British  line,  and.  his 
Situation  gave  him  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  this  manoeuvre.  De¬ 
termined  to  frustrate  the  fcheme  of 
Cordova,  he,  with  all  that  daring 
fpirit  and  prefence  of  mind  which 
eminently  distinguished  him,  took 
on  himSelf  the  refponfibility  of 
difobeying  the  Signal  thrown  out 
by  his  admiral,  and  ordered  his 
Ship  to  be  wore.  This  decifive 
and  gallant  Step  brought  him 
alongside  of  the  Santiflima  Trini¬ 
dad,  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-lix 
guns,  and  into  adtion  not  only 
with  that  Ship,  but  alfo  with  her 
Supporters,  two  three-deckers,  and 
Several  two-deckers.  He*  was 
fpeedily  fuccoured  by  the  Cullo- 
den,  captain  Trowbridge,  and  for 
nearly  an  hour  thefe  two  veSTels 
maintained  a  conteft  with  no  lefs 
than  nine  fail.  At  length  the 
Blenheim  came  up,  and  palled  be- 
tween  them  and  the  enemy,  into 
whom  She  poured  her  fire,  and 
thus  afforded  a  momentary  refpite 
to  Nelfon  and  Trowbridge,  Two 
of  the  enemy,  the  Salvador  del 
Mundo  of  a  hundred  and  twelve 
guns,  and  the  San  Ifidro  of  Seventy  - 
four,  now  dropped  aftern,  and 
were  vigorously  attacked  by  cap¬ 
tain  Collingwood,  in  the  Excel¬ 
lent.  The  San  Ifidro  Struck,  the 
Salvador  del  Mundo  was  believed 
to  have  done  the  fame,  and  Col  - 
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lingwood,  not  flaying  to  take 
poifeffion  of  his  prizes,,  puttied  on, 
with  every  fail  fet,  to  aid  Nelfon, 
whofe  (hip  was  at  this  moment 
fired  into,  within  piftohfiiot,  by 
live  veflfels,  three  of  which  were 
firft-rates.  Nelfon  was  in  reality 
alone ;  for  the  Blenheim  was  en¬ 
gaged  a-head,  the  Cuiloden  was 
crippled,  and  aftern.  Patting  with¬ 
in  ten  feet  of  the  San  Nicolas, 
Collingwood  opened  on  her  a  tre¬ 
mendous  fire,  and  then  handing 
onwards  engaged  the  Santiffima 
Trinidad.  The  San  Jofef,  hav¬ 
ing  loft  her  mizen-maft,  fell  on 
board  the  San  Nicolas,  and  Nel¬ 
fon  again  took  his  ftation  abreaft 
of  them,  and  clofe  alongfide.  His 
fhip  was  become  almoft  a  wreck, 
and  could  no  longer  be  of  fervice, 
either  in  the  line,  or  in  chace  ; 
her  foretop- mail  was  gone,  her 
wheel  was  (hot  away,  and  not  a 
fail,  fhroud,  or  rope,  was  left. 
The  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  of 
Nelfon,  however,  remained  ;  and 
thefe  were  in  themfelves  a  hoft. 
He  directed  captain  Miller  to  put 
the  helm  a- (larboard,  and,  calling 
the  boarders,  he  ordered  them  to 
board  the  San  Nicolas. 

Captain  Berry,  who  a  died  with 
the  commodore  as  a  volunteer,  was 
the  firft  man  who  jumped  into  the 
enemy’s  mizen-chains.  A  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  (ixty-ninth  re¬ 
giment,  a&ing  as  marines,  with 
lieutenant  Pierfon  at  their  head, 
were  among  the  foremoft  on  this 
fervice.  Nelfon  himfelf  did  not 
remain  behind.  A  foidier  having 
broken  the  quarter-gallery  win¬ 
dow  of  the  San  Nicolas,  Nelfon 
leaped,  in,  and  was  followed  by 
others.  The  cabin-doors  were 
fattened,  and  the  Spanilh- officers 
difcharged  their  pittols  through 


the  windows  ;  but  the  doors  be¬ 
ing  burft  open,  the  foldiers  fired, 
the  officers  retreated,  and  the 
Spanitti  commodore  fell,  while  re¬ 
tiring  to  the  quarter-deck.  Nel¬ 
fon  pufhed  forward,  and  on  reach¬ 
ing  the  quarter-deck,  found  Berry 
in  potteffion  of  the  poop,  and 
the.  Spanifti  enfign  hauling  down. 
Patting  on  to  the  forecaftle  he  met 
two  or  three  officers,  from  whom 
he  received  their  fwords.  The 
conqueft  was  now  complete,  and 
with  the  comparatively  trifling 
lofs  of  only  feven  killed,  and  a 
few  wounded. 

While  Nelfon  was  purfuing  the 
necettfary  meafures  to  fecure  his 
prize,  a  fire  of  mufketry  was 
opened  upon  him  from  the  poop 
and  galleries  of  the  San  Jofef. 
His  refolution  was  foon  taken. 
It  appeared,  that  he  mutt  either 
relinquifh  the  San  Nicolas,  or 
carry  the  San  Jofef  alfo.  He 
chofe  the  latter  part  of  the  alter¬ 
native.  Having  previoufly  di- 
refted  captain  Miller  to  fend  more 
men  from  the  Captain  into  the 
San  Nicolas,  Neifon  gave  the 
word  to  board  the  San  Jofef,  put 
himfeif  at  the  head  of  the  afiail- 
ants,  and  rufned  into  the  enemy’s 
vettfel,  exclaiming,  “  Weftminfter 
Abbey  !  or  glorious  viTory  !” 
The  Spaniards  were  panic-ftruck 
by  this  conduct,  apd,  at  this  in- 
ilant,  an  officer  looked  over  the 
quarter-deck.  rail,  and  declared 
that  they  had  furrendered.  On 
the  quarter-deck  the  Spanifti  cap¬ 
tain  gave  up  his  (word  to  Nelfon, 
and  told  him  that  the  admiral  was 
below,  expiring  of  his  wounds. 
For  a  moment  Nelfon  could 
fcarcely  believe  his  good  fortune. 
Fie  ordered  the  Spanifh  captain 
to  aftemble,  his  officers,  and  to 
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communicate  the  fur  render  to  the 
crew.  This  was  accordingly  done  ; 
and  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the 
San  Jofef,  of  a  hundred  and  twenty 
guns,  Nelfon  received  the  fwords 
of  all  the  officers.  As  fait  as  he 
took  them  he  gave  them  to  his 
bargeman,  William  Fearney,  who 
tucked  them  under  his  arm  with 
a  failor-like  coolnefs.  A  Britilh 
feaman  now  came  up,  and,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  his  heart,  fhook  his 
commander  by  the  hand,  telling 
him,  that  he  might  not  foon  have 
fuch  another  place  to  do  it  in, 
and  that  he  was  heartily  glad  to 
fee  him  there. 

About  five  in  the  evening  the 
battle  ceafed.  The  Spanifh  fhips, 
which  had  been  feparated  in  the 
morning,  were  now  coming  up, 
and  the  Spaniards  had  confequently 
ftill  eighteen  or  nineteen  fail, 
which  had  fuftained  little  or  no  in¬ 
jury.  Sir  John  Jervis,  therefore, 
made  the  fignal  to  bring  to,  and 
fecure  the  prizes.  Had  this  lignal 
been  delayed  but  five  minutes,  the 
prizes  would  probably  have  been 
loft,  as,  from  the  filiation  of  the 
two  fleets,  the  Britilh  could  not 
have  formed  without  abandoning 
the  four  captured  veflels,  and  run¬ 
ning  to  leeward.  The  Captain 
was  lying,  a  perfect  wreck,  on 
board  the  San  Nicolas  and  San 
Jofef,  and  many  of  the  other  fhips 
were  fo  lhattered  in  their  mafts  and 
rigging,  as  to  be  utterly  ungo¬ 
vernable.  Cordova,  onhis  flde, 
ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  has  fquad- 
ron,  was  doubtful  of  the  propriety 
of  renewing  the  contefl.  Hp  con¬ 
futed  his  captains,  only  two  of 
whom,  thofe  of  the  Pelayo  and 
Principe  Conquiftador,  were  for 
fighting,  while  fome  voted  for  de- 
lay,  and  nine  explicitly  gave  a 
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negative  to  the  propofal  of  recom¬ 
mencing  the  battle.  Cordova  of 
courfe  yielded  to  the  majority, 
doubled  Cape  St.  Vincent  next 
morning,  and  eventually  returned 
to  Cadiz. 

T a  Minerve  frigate  was  now 
fent  to  the  afliltance  of  the  Cap¬ 
tain,  and  took  her  in  tow.  As 
the  Vi&ory  pafled  the  Captain,  fhe 
falu ted  her  with  three  cheers,  and 
the  fame  compliment  was  paid  her 
by  every  fhip  in  the  fleet.  Sir  John 
Jervis  received  Nelfon  on  the 
quarter-deek  of  the  Vidory,  clafp- 
ed  him  in  his  arms,  and  declared 
that  he  could  not  fufficiently  thank 
him.  Nelfon  then  hoiked  his  pen¬ 
dent  in  the  Irreflftible,  till  his 
own  veflel  could  be  rendered  fit 
for  fervice. 

The  fhips  captured  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  were  the  Salvador  del  Mundo 
and  San  Jofef,  of  a  hundred  and 
twelve  guns  each,  the  San  Nicolas, 
of  eighty-four  guns,  and  the  San 
Ifidro,  of  feventy-four  guns.  The 
lofs  of  the  enemy  on  board  thefe 
veflels  only  was  two  hundred  and 
lixty-one  killed,  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-two  wounded* 
Among  the  killed  was  admiral 
Don  Francisco  Winthuyfen.  The 
Santiffima  Trinidad,  Cordova's 
fhip,  was  roughly  handled,  and 
would  certainly  have  been  taken, 
but  for  the  approach  of  night.  She 
was  almoft  a  wreck,  and  her  flain 
and  wounded  exceeded  two  hundred 
in  number.  On  the  fide  of  the 
vigors,  the  lofs,  in  flain  and  hurt, 
amounted  to  three  hundred  men, 
of  which  the  Captain  fuftained 
more  than  one-fourth,  fhe  having 
twenty-four  men  killed,  and  fifty- 
fix  wounded.  Nelfon  himfeif  was 
hurt,  but  not  fenoufly. 

This  vi&ory  excited  in  England 
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an  univerfal  and  extreme  joy,  and 
in  foreign  countries  almoft  as  uni¬ 
verfal  furprife  and  admiration. 
Gained  by  mere  dint  of  valour  and 
ikill,  over  an  enemy  not  deficient 
in  courage,  and  almoft  double  the 
ftrength  of  the  viftors,  it  bore  all 
the  diftinguiftiing  marks  of  une¬ 
quivocal  fuperiority.  Nor  were  the 
beneficial  confequences  of  it  at  all 
inferior  to  its  brilliancy.  It  may, 
in  £a<ft,  be  fa  id  to  have  reduced 
the  Spanifh  marine  to  a  date  of 
nullity,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war :  it  cut  ofF,  at  a  fingle 
blow,  the  left  wing  of  the  grand 
armada  of  invafion. 

For  this  eminent  fervice,  ad- 
miral  Jervis  was  recompenced  by  a 
penfion  of  three  thoufand  a  year, 
and  by  being  raifed  to  the  dignity 
of  a  baron  and  earl,  under  the  tirle 
of  Baron  Jervis,  of  Meaford,  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  earl  of  St. 
Vincent.  Before  the  news  reached 
England,  Nelfon  had  already  been 
•included  in  a  promotion  of  rear- 
admirals,  and  the  order  of  the 
Bath  was  fubfequently  conferred 
on  him  by  his  Majefty.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  this  lie  received  the  thanks 
of  the  Irifh  parliament,  and  of 
fome  of  the  principal  cities  and 
corporate  bodies  of  England. 

The  refult  of  this  gloriousbat- 
tle  was  the  ftridl  blockade  of  Ca¬ 
diz.  VVith  the  exception  of  a  ihort 
period,  during  which  he  was  dif- 
patched  tq  convey  t|ie  troops  from 
Porto  Ferrajo,  the  command  of 
the  in-fhore  fquadron  was  confided 
to  Nelfon,  who  let  flip  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  haraf3  and  annoy  the 
Spaniards,  and  provoke  them  once 
more  to  try  the  fortune  of  war  in 
a  general  engagement.  In  the 
true  fpirit  of  chivalry,  the  vigils 
of  his  knighthood  were  kept,  on 


the  evening  of  the  third  of  July, 
amidft  the  clafii  of  arms  and  the 
roar  of  artillery  ;  and  his  perfonal 
bravery  was  once  more  tried  in  a 
combat,  hand  to  hand,  with  nq 
unworthy  antagonift,?.  On  that 
night  he  ordered  a  bombardment, 
which  fpread  fuch  terror  through 
the  city,  that  all  the  mortar  boat* 
and  launches  were  ordered  out,  tq 
drive  the  Britifh  bomb  veffels  to  a 
diftance  from  the  walls.  Nelfon 
himfelf  attacked  this  flotilla,  and 
a  fevere  conteft  took  place,  which 
terminated  in  the  enemy  being  put 
to  flight,  with  the  lofs  of  three 
veffels.  In  this  engagement  his 
barge,  which  contained  only  thir¬ 
teen  perfons,  was  laid  clofe  along 
fide  by  a  Spanifh  launch,  manned 
with  thirty  men,  at  whofe  head 
was  the  leader  of  the  flotilla,  Don 
Miguel  Tregoyen,  an  officer  of 
undoubted  merit  and  valour.  The 
conflict  was  long  and  obftioate; 
but,  at  length,  in  fpite  of  the 
difproportion  of  numbers,  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  prevailed.  Eighteen  of  the 
Spaniards  were  killed,  and  all  the 
reft  wounded  and  taken,  with  their 
brave  commander.  On  this  occa- 
flon  Nelfon  owed  his  life  to  the 
affection  and  intrepidity  of  his 
faithful  coxfwain,  John  Sykes,  who 
twice  parried  blows  aimed  at  Nel¬ 
fon,  and  at  laft  even  interpofed  his 
own  head,  to  receive  the  full  force 
of  a  Spanifh  fabre,  which  he  could 
not  otherwife  have  prevented  from 
falling  on  fir  Horatio. 

On  the  fifth  the  bombardment 
was  repeated.  Much  damage  was 
done,  and  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  Spanifh  fquadron  was  compel¬ 
led  to  warp  precipitately  out  of 
the  range  of  the  lhot  and  fhells. 
The  violence  of  the  wind  prevent¬ 
ed  an  intended  repetition  of  this 
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into  the  bay,  and  forms  a  rather 


meafure,  but  the  blockade  was  kept 
up  with  the  mod:  rigid  care  ;  fo 
that  not  a  veflel  could  by  any 
means  obtain  entrance  into  the 
harbour.  One  great  object  of  this 
ftrianefs  wa3  to  prevent  Cadiz 
from  procuring  fupplies  by  the 
coaft,  and  thus  oblige  that  city 
and  its  populous  neighbourhood  to 
draw  all  their  provifions  from  Se¬ 
ville,  which  would  hinder  the  Spa¬ 
niards  from  forming  magazines  on 
the  fouthern  frontier  of  Portugal, 
and,  confequently,  in  fome  degree, 
avert  ffom  that  kingdom  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  an  invafton. 

Ever  a&ive,  and  ever  ardent 
for  his  own  glory,  and  that  of 
his  country,  Nelfon  had  long 
been  defirous  of  conducing  an  at¬ 
tack  on  Santa  Cruz,  in  the  idand 
of  TenerifFe.  It  was  at  drft  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  returning  viceroy 
of  Mexico,  with  the  treafure,  had 
put  into  that  port,  and  though  this 
proved  not  to  be  the  faft,  yet  it 
was  known  that  a  rich  Manilla 
fhip,  El  Principe  d'Afturias,  had 
really  taken  fhelter  there.  This 
was  a  {efficient  inducement  for  un¬ 
dertaking  fuch  an  enterprize. 

The  capture  of  Santa  Cruz, 
which  the  Spaniards  had  deemed 
impoffible,  was  the  lad:  achieve¬ 
ment  of  the  great  Blake,  and  Nel¬ 
fon,  on  the  prefent  occadon,  feemed 
dedrous  of  emulating  his  fame. 
The  attack  of  Santa  Cruz  is  in¬ 
deed  a  budnefs  of  peril  and  diffi¬ 
culty.  The  coaft  rouncfothe  town 
prefents  a  barrier  of  bold  rocky 
proje&ions,  in  fome  parts  con¬ 
nected  by  lines  of  mafonry,  and  in 
others  ftrengthened  by  numerous 
batteries.  Almoft  the  only  land¬ 
ing  place  which  is  at  all  tolerable, 
is  within  a  mole,  built  of  granitic 
lava,  which  advances  obliquely 


exteniive  but  (hallow  bafon,  tq 
protect  fmall  craft  from  the  heavy 
fwell,  which  almoft  conftantly 
rolls  in  during  the  winter  months. 
At  the  extremity  of  this  mole  is 
a  work  of  fome  ftrength,  and  op 
each  dde  of  it  are  feveral  forti, 
joined  by  lines  for  mufquetry,  run¬ 
ning  clofe  along  the  (hore.  Op 
the  left  there  is  likewife  a  citadel. 
The  anchoring  ground  in  the  bay 
is  foul  and  rocky,  and  the  winds 
are  remarkably  unfteady ;  fre¬ 
quently  rufhing  in  gufts  from  all 
points  of  the  furrounding  high 
land. 

The  courage  of  Nelfon,  though 
of  the  moft  daring  kind,  was  not 
of  that  kind  which  takes  no  coun- 
fel  from  wifdom.  He  well  knew, 
and  did  not  afteft  to  defpife,  the 
numerous  obftacles  which  ftood  in 
the  way  of  an  attack  on  Santa  Cruz. 
To  render  that  attack  certain  of 
fuccefs,  headvifed  that  die  troops 
withdrawn  from  Elba  (hould  be 
fent  to  make  a  landing,  and  with 
fuch  co-operation  he  thought  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  refult* 
Difficult  as  the  (hore  was,  he  con- 
ceived  that  it  would  be  poffible  to 
run  in  the  tranfports,  and  land  the 
army  in  the  courfe  of  a  day. 
A  (failed  on  its  weak  fide,  from  the 
neighbouring  heights,  the  town  he 
was  convinced,  muft  fpeedily  fur- 
render.  From  fome  caufq,  how¬ 
ever,  this  plan  was  not  adopted, 
and  it  was  at  length  determined  to 
difpatch  Nelfon  with  a  naval  force 
alone.  Four  Chips  of  the  line, 
three  frigates,  and  the  Fox  cutter, 
compofed  the  fquadron ;  from 
which  not  more  than  a  thoufand 
feamen  and  marines  could  be  fur- 
nifhed  for  the  hazardous  enter¬ 
prize.  Nelfoips  inftrudions  were 
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to  make  a  vigorous  attack,  but 
not  to  land  in  perfon,  unlefs  cir- 
cumflances  fhould  arife  to  render 
his  prefence  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary . 

The  fquadron  came  in  fight  of 
TenerifFe  on  the  twentieth  of  July, 
and  Nelfon  iffued  his  orders  to 
captain  Trowbridge,  who  was  to 
be  entrufted  with  the  command  of 
the  difembarked  force,  confiding 
of  a  thoufand  men,  including  two 
hundred  and  fifty  marines.  He  was 
directed  to  offer  the  moil  honour¬ 
able  terms  to  the  garrifon,  and 
perfed  fecurity  to  private  property, 
on  condition  that  the  governor  de¬ 
livered  up  the  Manilla  fhip,  and 
all  other  cargoes  and  property  not 
intended  for  the  confumption  of 
the  ifland.  The  landing  was  de- 
figned  to  be  effected  in  the  night, 
about  two  miles  to  the  eaflward  of 
Santa  Cruz,  between  a  fort  and 
the  town  ;  and  the  Britifh,  after 
having  rendered  themfelves  maflers 
of  the  fort,  were  to  fummon  the 
governor,  and  to  grant  only  half 
an  hour  for  his  acceptance  or  re¬ 
jection  of  their  propofal. 

By  twelve  at  night,  on  the 
twenty- firlt,  the  frigates  approach¬ 
ed  within  three  miles  of  the  fpot 
pointed  out  for  effecting  the  difem- 
barkatioti.  In  confequence,  how¬ 
ever,  of  a  ftrong  gale  of  wind  in  the 
offing,  and  a  powerful  current  againfl 
them  in  fhore,  they  could  not  get 
within  a  mile  of  the  landing-place 
before  the  dawn  of  day.  The 
Britiffi  force  and  intentions  were 
now  difcovered  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  it  became  neceffary  for  captain 
Trowbridge  and  his  officers  to  con- 
fult  with  the  admiral  upon  what 
was  to  be  done.  Captain  Trow¬ 
bridge  was  of  opinion  that,  if  the 
troops  could  poffefs  themfelves  of 


the  heights,  the  fort  might  be 
ftormed  ;  and  to  this  plan  Nelfon 
gave  his  aflent,  intending  himfelf 
to  Hand  in,  and  batter  the  fort 
with  his  line  of  battle  fhips,  to 
create  a  diverfion.  The  troops 
were  put  on  fhore  at  nine  o’clock, 
and  the  admiral  made  the  fignal 
for  his  fquadron  to  cannonade  the 
fort.  Unfortunately,  a  calm  and 
contrary  currents  rendered  it  im¬ 
practicable  for  the  fhips  to  ap¬ 
proach  nearer  than  a  league,  and 
the  heights  were  found  to  be  held 
in  fuch  flrength  by  the  enemy,  that 
it  was  impofiible  for  the  feamen 
and  marines  to  make  any  impreffion 
on  them.  At  night,  therefore, 
the  detachment  was  re-embarked, 
which  was  done  without  any  lofs 
or  molettation. 

Deeming  the  honour  of  his  coun¬ 
try  concerned  in  his  not  relinquifh- 
ing  this  enterprize  without  a  further 
effort,  Nelfon  refolved  to  make  a 
fecond  trial,  and  to  be  himfelf  the 
leader.  Accordingly,  he  anchored 
about  two  miles  to  the  northward 
of  the  town,  and,  in  order  to 
draw  off  a  part  of  the  Spanifh 
forces,  he  feemingly  prepared  to 
diredl  his  operations  towards  be¬ 
coming  mafler  of  the  heights.  This 
feint  having  apparently  produced 
fome  effesfl,  he  commanded  the 
boats  to  be  got  ready  for  fervice ; 
and,  at  eleven  at  night,  T  , 
embarked  about  eight  hun-  J  L  ' 
dred  men  on  board  them, 
and  a  hundred  and  eighty  in  the 
Fox  cutter.  The  boats  moved  in 
fix  divifions,  and  the  landing  was 
to  take  place  at  the  Mole,  whence 
the  men  were  to  haften  forward  to 
the  great  fquare,  there  to  form, 
and  be  ready  for  ulterior  move¬ 
ments.  Captains  Freemantle  and 
Bowen  were  fele&ed  to  affifl  the 
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admiral ;  the  reft  of  the  captains 
proceeded  with  their  refpedive  di- 
vifions. 

By  half  paft  one  o’clock  the  af- 
failants  arrived  within  half  gun 
Ihot  of  the  land,  when  the  boats 
were  ordered  to  be  caft  off  from 
each  other,  the  men  to  give  an 
huzza,  and  pufh  for  the  fnore.  Hi¬ 
therto  all  had  been  filence.  But 
this  filence  was  deceptive ;  for, 
far  from  being  taken  unawares,  the 
Spaniards  were  fully  prepared.  The 
huzza  was  inftantly  anfwered  by 
the  ringing  of  the  alarm  bells,  and 
by  the  opening  of  the  fire  of  thirty 
or  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  of 
mufquetry  from  the  whole  extent 
of  the  town.  The  night  was  fo 
exceedingly  dark,  that  the  greateft 
part  of  the  boats  miffed  the  Mole, 
and  went  on  ftiore  to  the  left  of  it, 
through  a  raging  furf,  by  which 
they  were  all  ftove.  Only  four  or 
five,  with  the  admiral,  and  cap¬ 
tains  Freemantle,  Thompfon,  and 
Bowen,  arrived  at  the  Mole,  which 
was  immediately  ftormed,  though 
believed  to  have  been  defended  by 
four  or  five  hundred  men,  and  the 
battery,  of  fix  twenty-four  pound¬ 
ers,  was  fpiked.  Such  a  terrible 
fire  of  grape  and  mufket  fhot  was, 
however,  kept  up,  on  this  point, 
from  the  citadel,  that  it  ' was  im- 
pcffible  for  the  men  to  advance, 
and  nearly  all  of  them  were  killed 
or  wounded. 

At  this  moment,  as  admiral 
Nellon  was  drawing  hislVord,  and 
ftepping  out  of  the  boat,  a  grape 
fhot,  pafling  through  his  elbow, 
fhattered  his  right  arm,  and  lie 
fell.  He  was  railed  up  by  his  fon- 
in-law,  lieutenant  Nifbet,  who 
placed  him  at  the  bottom  of  the 
boat,  and  lucceeded  in  flopping 
the  blood,  by  binding  fome  filk 


handkerchiefs  tight  above  the  la¬ 
cerated  veffels.  Love],  one  of  the 
admiral’s  bargemen,  tore  his  fhirt 
into  fhreds,  and  made  a  fling  for 
the  broken  limb.  The  tide  having 
fallen,  the  boat  had  grounded,  but 
they  at  length  got  her  afloat,  and 
Nifbet,  taking  one  of  the  oars, 
bade  the  fteerfman  go  clofe  under 
the  guns  of  the  battery,  in  order 
to  efcape  its  tremendous  fire. 
Roufed  by  the  voice  of  his  rela¬ 
tive,  Nelfon  defired  to  be  raifed, 
that  he  might  look  about  him,  but 
nothing  could  be  feen  except  the 
tempelluous  fea^  and  the  flafhes  of 
the  cannon  on  fhore.  A  general 
fhriek  was  now  heard  from  the  Fox 
cutter.  She  had  received  a  fhot 
under  water,  and  was  rapidly  go¬ 
ing  down.  In  the  danger  of  his 
feamen  Nelfon  forgot  his  own  ago¬ 
nies.  He  was  rowed  to  the  fpot, 
and,  by  exertions  which  increafed 
his  own  pain  and  peril,  he  himfelf 
refcued  feveral  from  the  waves, 
Ninety-feven  men,  including  lieu¬ 
tenant  Gibfon,  were,  nevertkelefs, 
loft.  The  Seahcrfe  was  the  fir  ft 
fhip  which  the  boat  could  reach, 
but  Nelfon  pofttively  refufed  to  go 
on  board  her,  though  he  was  told 
that  to  proceed  was  at  the  hazard 
of  his  life.  “  I  had  rather  fufter 
death,”  exclaimed  he,  “  than  alarm 
Mrs.  Freemantle,  by  her  feeing  me 
in  this  ftate,  when  I  can  give  her 
no  tidings  whatever  of  her  huf- 
band.”  When  they  came  along 
fide  the  Thefeus,  he  was  To  impa¬ 
tient  for  the  boat  to  return  to  the 
wreck  of  the  Fox,  that  he  would 
accept  no  affiftance ;  and  having 
called  for  a  Angle  rope  to  be  thrown 
over,  he  twilled  it  round  his  left 
hand,  faying,  “  Let  me  alone.  I 
have  yet  my  legs  left,  and  _one\ 
arm.  Tell  the  furgeon  to  make 
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hafte  and  get  his  inftruments.  I 
know  that  I  muft  lofe  my  right 
arm  ;  fo  the  fooner  it  is  off  the 
better.”  Amputation  was  directly 
performed,  which  he  bore  with  his 
wonted  courage. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  remnant 
of  the  Britifh  force  gallantly  main¬ 
tained  the  ehara&er  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  Captain  Trowbridge,  having 
miffed  the  Mole,  pufhed  on  fhore 
under  one  of  the  batteries,  clofe 
to  the  fouth  end  of  the  citadel,  as 
did  likewife  captain  Waller,  of 
the  Emerald,  and  the  companies  of 
two  or  three  other  boats.  The 
boats  were  inftantly  filled  with 
watery  and  Hove  againft  the  rocks, 
and  moll  of  the  ammunition  in  the 
mens’  pouches  was  wetted.  Trow¬ 
bridge,  neverthelefs,  as  foon  as  he 
had  colle&ed  his  handful  of  fol¬ 
lowers,  forced  his  way  to  the  great 
fquare,  hoping  to  find  the  admiral 
and  the  party  from  the  Mole.  He 
fummoned,  too,  the  citadel,  but 
his  meffenger  never  returned,  and, 
as  the  ladders  were  loft,  no  attack 
could  immediately  be  made  on  it. 
Having  fruitlefsly  waited  an  hour, 
he  marched  to  join  captains  Hood 
and  Miller,  who  had  fucceeded  in 
landing  to  the  fouth-weft.  By 
break  of  day  all  that  remained  of 
the  Britifh  was  affembled  together, 
and  found  to  be  eighty  marines, 
as  many  pikemen,  and  a  hundred 
and  eighty  feamen,  with  fmall 
arms.  This  little  band  Trow¬ 
bridge  provided  with  a  fcanty  por¬ 
tion  of  ammunition,  from  the  pri- 
foners  whom  he  had  taken,  and  he 
then  undauntedly  moved  forward 
with  it,  to  try  if  it  were  poffible 
|o  affaiftt  the  citadel  without  fcal- 
ing  ladders.  But  he  difeovered 
fhat  all  the  ftreets  were  command¬ 
ed  by  ^eld-pieces,  and  that  feverai 


thoufand  Spaniards,  and  a  hundred 
French,  were  advancing  on  him  in 
all  directions.  In  this  emergency, 
without  provifions,  without  pow¬ 
der,  and  without  the  chance  of 
fuccour  or  efcape,  his  courage  and 
prefence  of  mind  did  not  defert 
him.  He  fent  a  meffage  to  the 
governor,  to  delare  that,  though 
he  fhould  adopt  fevere  meafures 
with  regret,  he  would  certainly 
fet  fire  to  the  town,  if  the  Spani* 
ards  approached  an  inch  nearer  to 
his  pofition.  The  terms  on  which 
he  was  ready,  he  faid,  to  treat, 
were,  that  the  troops,  including 
thofe  whom  the  Spaniards  had 
taken,  lhould  be  allowed  to  re-em- 
bark,  with  their  arms  of  every 
kind,  and  to  carry  off  their  own 
boats  if  they  were  faved,  or,  if 
they  were  not  faved,  fhould  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  others ;  in  cqnftdera- 
tjon  of  which  the  Britifh  would 
give  up  their  captives,  and  engage 
not  to  moleft  Santa  Cruz,  or  any 
of  the  Canary  ifles. 

Captain  Hood  was  the  bearer  of 
this  meffage.  As  was  naturally  to 
be  expefted,  the  governor,  Don 
Juan  Antonio  Gutierrez,  demurred 
to  the  conditions,  and  declared 
that  the  Englifh  ought  to  become 
prifoners  of  war.  To  this  captain 
Hood  replied,  ft  Captain  Trow¬ 
bridge  has  directed  me,  fir,  to  fay, 
that  if  the  terms  which  he  offers 
are  not  accepted  in  five  minutes, 
he  will  fet  the  town  on  fire,  and 
attack  the  Spaniards  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.”  Doubtlefs  lefs 
alarmed  by  this  menace,  than 
moved  by  that  fymparhy  which 
one  brave  and  honourable  man  al¬ 
ways  feels  for  another,  the  gover-, 
nor  confented,  without  further  he¬ 
ft  tation,  to  the  propofals  of  the 
Britifh  leader.  Nor  did  this  noble 
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fon  of  a  noble  nation  fuffer  bis 
liberality  to  flop  here.  As  foon 
a*  the  treaty  was  concluded,  he 
ordered  the  wounded  Englifh  to  be 
admitted  into  the  hofpitals,  fup- 
plied  the  feamen  and  marines  with 
an  abundance  of  the  beft  provifions 
that  could  be  procured,  and  made 
it  known  that  the  {hips  were  at 
liberty  to  fend  on  (hore,  and  pur- 
chafe  whatever  refrelhments  they 
ftood  in  need  of,  during  their  {lay 
off  the  illand.  Thofe  under  his 
authority  behaved  with  limilar 
greatnefs  of  mind,  and  offered  to 
their  late  foes  all  the  fuccour  in 
their  power.  A  youth,  named 
Don  Bernardo  Collagon,  even 
ftripped  himfelf  of  his  fhirt,  to 
make  bandages  for  one  of  thofe 
wounded  Englishmen  whom,  not 
an  hour  before,  he  had  llrenuoufly 
oppofed  in  battle.  A  letter  of 
thanks  was  in  confequence  fent  to 
the  governor  by  Nelfon,  an  inter¬ 
change  of  civilities  and  prefects 
enfued,  and  the  Britifh  admiral 
offered  to  take  charge  of  Don  Ju¬ 
an’s  difpatches;  an  offer  which 
was  accepted;  and  Nelfon  thus 
bore  to  the  Spanifh  government 
the  firft  tidings  of  his  own  defeat. 

The  lofs  of  the  Britifh  was 
heavy.  Captain  Bowen,  an  officer 
of  confummate  merit,  and  lieute¬ 
nants  Thorpe,  Weatherhead,  Earn- 
fhaw  and  Robinfon,  were  among 
the  flain;  lieutenant  Gibfon  was 
loft  in  the  Fox  ;  and  captains  Free- 
mantle  and  Thompfon,  lifid  lieute¬ 
nant  Douglas,  were  wounded.  The 
wound  received  by  Nelfon  difa- 
bled  him  from  fervice,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  return  to  England, 
where,  for  fome  months,  he  fuf- 
fered  extreme  agony,  from  a  nerve 
having  been  taken  up  with  the  ar¬ 
tery  in  the  procefs  of  amputation. 


The  killed,  wounded  and  drowned 
of  the  feamen  and  marines,  werd 
fcarcely  lefs  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty  in  number. 

Nothing  further  occurred,  dur¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  year,  in 
the  fquadron  off  Cadiz.  The  Spa¬ 
nifh  fleet  continued  in  port,  and 
that  of  the  Britifh  was  of  courfe 
confined  to  the  tedious  but neceflary 
duty  of  blockading  the  harbour, 
and  annoying  the  commerce  and 
coafting  trade  of  the  enemy. 

Severe  as  was  the  blow  which 
Spain  received,  Holland  was  de- 
ftined  to  fuffer  one  Which  was  far 
feverer.  The  Batavian  republic 
was  feduloufly  employed,  during 
the  fummer,  in  fitting  out  a  fleet, 
confliling  of  four  (hips  of  fevenry- 
four  guns,  five  of  fixty. eight,  two 
of  flxty-four,  four  of  fifty-fix, 
with  five  frigates  and  four  brigs. 
This  fquadron  was  manned  with 
picked  feamen,  and  the  command 
was  given  to  admiral  de  Winter, 
a  brave  officer,  well  verfed  in  his 
profeffion,  and  a  thorough  republi¬ 
can.  De  Winter  had  diftinguifhed 
himfelf,  as  a  lieutenant,  in  the  ac¬ 
tion  off  the  Dogger  Bank,  and  was 
in  confequence  made  a  captain  ; 
but,  having  fubfequently  taken  a 
decided  part  againft  the  ftadthold- 
er,  he  was  compelled,  in  1786,  to 
feek  an  afylum  in  France,  where 
he  obtained  the  rank  of  major- 
general.  He  returned  to  his  coun¬ 
try  with  the  republican  army  un¬ 
der  Pichegru,  and  was  entrufted 
with  the  fuperintendanee  of  the 
Batavian  marine.  Much  was  now 
hoped  from  his  intrepidity  and  ta¬ 
lent. 

The  opponent  of  the  Dutch  ad¬ 
miral  was  admiral  Duncan,  a  vete¬ 
ran,  who  combined  all  thofe  quali¬ 
ties  which  are  neceffary  to  form  a 
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perfect  officer.  He  was  occupied  the 
whole  of  the  furnmer  in  watching 
the  Batavian  fleet  at  the  Texel,  and 
in  this  fltuation  he  gave  a  remark¬ 
able  inflance  of  undauntednefs  of 
mind,  joined  with  prudence  and 
fkilful  management.  At  the  period 
of  the  mutiny  he  was,  as  we  have 
feen  in  the  preceding  chapter,  left 
with  only  the  Venerable  and  the 
Adamant;  and  with  thefe  two 
Ihips  he  had  the  boldnefs  to  form 
the  blockade  of  the  Texel.  By 
making  numerous  flgnals,  as  if  to 
Ihips  in  the  offing,  he  completely 
deluded  de  Winter  into  a  belief 
that  the  blockade  was  maintained 
by  a  very  fuperior  force.  Deter¬ 
mined,  if  the  enemy  came  out,  to 
annoy  them  to  the  utmoft,  he  avail¬ 
ed  himfelf  of  the  narrownefs  of 
the  channel,  which  allows  no  more 
than  one  Ihip  to  pafs  at  a  time,  and 
he  accordingly  with  his  two  vef- 
fels,  both  having  fprings  on  their 
cables,  anchored  at  the  outer  buoy 
of  the  Texel.  In  expedition  of 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  the 
crews  were  at  their  quarters  for 
three  days  and  nights.  The  pre¬ 
paratory  fignal  to  fail  was  in  fa£l 
made  by  de  Winter,  but  the  wind 
veered  round  to  the  weftward  fome 
few  hours  before  the  time  appoint¬ 
ed  for  failing,  and  thus  was  pre¬ 
vented  a  contefl  of  the  molt  une- 
equal  kind.  Happily,  admiral 
Duncan  was  fhortly  after  joined 
by  the  remainder  of  his  fquadron. 
Having,  however,  kept  the  fea 
without  intermiffion  for  eighteen 
weeks  and  three  days,  he  was  at 
laft  compelled  to  return  to  port, 
for  thepurpofe  of  reviCtualling,  and 
obtaining  a  fupply  of  flores. 

As  early  as  July  or  Auguft  a 
meflenger  had  been  difpatched  to 
inforta  the  chiefs  of  the  Irifh  re¬ 


bels  that  the  Texel  fleet  was  on 
the  point  of  failing,  with  fifteen 
thoufand  troops  on  board,  to  form 
a  junction  with  the  French  fquad¬ 
ron  at  Breft,  and  thence  proceed 
to  Ireland.  The  French  Directory 
inceffantly  urged  the  Batavian  go¬ 
vernment  to  fend  out  its  fleet,  and 
the  latter  ultimately  fent  pofitive 
orders  to  admiral  de  Winter  to 
hazard  an  engagement.  It  was  in 
vain  that,  knowing  the  fuperiority 
of  flail  and  equipment  on  the  fide 
of  his  antagonifls,  he  remonflrated 
againil  this  imprudent  refolution. 
As  foon  as  the  departure  of  admi¬ 
ral  Duncan  was  known  to  the 
Dutch  rulers,  they  reiterated  their 
order  to  fail,  flattering  themfeives 
that  their  fleet  might  elude  the 
Britifh,  and  even  when  they  found, 
as  they  fhortly  did,  that  this  was 
highly  improbable,  they  perfifled 
in  their  defign.  To  difembarrafs 
the  commander  as  much  as  poffible 
they,  however,  dire&ed  the  troops 
under  general  Daendels  to  be  dif- 
embarked,  which  was  accordingly 
done. 

When  he  failed  for  Yarmouth, 
admiral  Duncan  left  a  fmall  fqua¬ 
dron  of  obfervation,  under  captain 
Trollope,  to  watch  the  movements 
of  the  enemy.  To  Yarmouth  he 
had  previoufly  difpatched  orders 
to  get  ready  every  thing  of  which 
he  flood  in  need.  His  fhips  were, 
therefore,  no  fooner  in  the  har¬ 
bour  than  the  victualling  tenders 
were  along  fide  of  them,  and  the 
bufmefs  was  completed  with  unex¬ 
ampled  celerity. 

From  a  veflfel  at  the  back  of 
Yarmouth fands,  a  fignal  was  made, 
on  the  morning  of  the  ninth  of 
OCtober,  that  the  Dutch  fleet  was 
at  fea.  The  Britifh  fquadron,  con¬ 
futing  of.  fourteen  fail  of  the  line, 
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two  fifty  gun  fhips,  and  feme  fri¬ 
gates,  immediately  got  under 
weigh,  and  by  the  afternoon  was 
out  of  fight.  The  firft  care  of  its 
admiral  was  to  place  his  fleet  in 
fuch  a  fituation  as  to  prevent  the 
Dutch  fleet  from  getting  back  to 
the  Texei  without  his  having 
brought  it  to  a&Ion.  At  feven 

Otfloher  °’clockJ  morning 
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or  the  eleventh,  he  got 

fight  of  captain  Trol¬ 
lope’s  fquadron,  with  the  fignal 
flying  for  an  enemy  to  leeward, 
and  fnortly  after  the  fleet  of  admi¬ 
ral  de  W  inter  was  plainly  vifible, 
forming  in  a  line  on  the  larboard 
tack,  to  await  the  combat. 

As  the  Britifh  neared  the  enemy, 
the  admiral  threw  out  the  fignal  to 
fliorten  fail,  in  order  to  enable  the 
fternmoft  fhips  to  come  up,  and  to 
conned  the  line.  But  he  foon 
found  that  not  a  moment  was  to  be 
loft.  The  land  now  appeared  be¬ 
tween  Camperdown  and  Egmont, 
lefs  than  nine  miles  to  leeward, 
and  the  enemy’s  fquadron  was  gra¬ 
dually  approaching  towards  it.  As 
any  further  attempt  to  bring  the 
fhips  into  a  regular  line  would 
have  occafioned  fo  much  delay  as 
to  allow  the  Dutch  to  get  too  clofe 
to  their  own  coaft,  where  it  would 
have  been  impradicable  to  ftrike  a 
decifive  blow,  the  fignal  was  given 
to  bear  up,  break  the  hofiile  line, 
and  engage  to  leeward.  This  fig¬ 
nal  was  obeyed  in  the  prompted 
manner. 

The  Dutch  admiral  had,  mean¬ 
while,  made  a  very  judicious  dif- 
tribution  of  the  minor  part  of  his 
force.  The  frigates  and  brigs 
were  ftationed  to  leeward  of  the 
men  of  war,  and  oppolite  the  in¬ 
tervals,  which  enabled  them  greatly 
to  annoy  the  Britifh  while  the 
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latter  were  palling  the  Batavian 
line.  De  Winter,  perceiving  his 
opponent’s  intention,  now  gave  the 
fignal  for  his  fhips  to  keep  toge-* 
ther  as  clofely  as  poflible.  It  was 
but  partially  obeyed.  At  half 
pa  ft  twelve,  vice-admiral  On¬ 
flow,  in  the  Monarch,  broke  the 
Dutch  line,  paffed  under  their 
vice-admiral’s. ftern,  and  brought 
him  to  atftion.  The  Venerable, 
admiral  Duncan’s  fhip,  intended 
to  engage  the  Dutch  admiral’s 
fhip,  but  was  prevented  by  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  the  States-General, 
of  feventy-four  guns,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  after  a  fhort  conteft,  was 
driven  out  of  the  line.  The  battle 
by  this  time  had  become  general, 
except  in  the  Dutch  van,  whence 
admiral  Story  took  flight,  with 
two  or  three  fhips,  and  effected  his 
efcape.  The  Venerable  having 
difeomfited  the  States-General,  fell 
along-fide  the  Vryheid,  de  Win¬ 
ters  fhip,  and  a  defperate  conflict 
enfued,  which  continued  nearly 
three  hours.  At  length  all  the 
mails  of  the  Vryheid  came  by  the 
board.  Her  commander,  never- 
thelefs,  defended  himfelf  gallantly 
for  a  while  longer,  nor  did  he  ftrike 
his  colours  till  he  was  the  only 
rnan  on  his  quarter-deck  who  was 
not  killed  or  wounded.  Vicerad- 
miral  Reyntjies  was  as  unfortunate 
as  his  fuperior  officer.  His  fhip 
alfo  was  difmafted,  and  compelled 
to  ftrike  to  admiral  Onflow.  Their 
example  was  followed  by  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  Batavian  veffels. 
By  four  o’clock  the  vitftory  was 
complete  on  the  fide  of  the  Britifh. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  proximity 
of  the  fhore,  and  the  clofing.  of 
the  day,  fome  of  the  va.nquifhed 
fhips  efcaped  ;  but  eight  fail  of  the 
line,  two  fifty-fix  gun  fhips.,  and 

a  forty- 
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&  forty-four  gun  frigate,  remained 
in  pofieflion  of  the  conquerors. 
During  the  battle,  the  Britifh  {hips 
had  drifted  into  nine  fathom  water, 
and  within  five  miles  of  the  land, 
and  it  was  not  without  infinite  ex¬ 
ertion  that  the  prizes  could  be 
fecured,  and  the  fquadron  be  kept 
from  driving  among  the  fhoals. 

The  lofs  of  both  parties  was 
very  confiderable,  but  much  the 
largeft  (hare  was  borne  by  the 
Dutch.  In  each  of  their  flag-fhips 
not  lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  it  is 
faid  that  not  one  of  the  (hips  which 
furrendered  loft  lefs  than  a  hun¬ 
dred.  Vice-admiral  Reyntjies  died 
of  his  wounds,  foon  after  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  England.  Of  the  Britifh. 
a  hundred  and  ninety-three  were 
killed,  and  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  wounded.  Among  the  {lain,  the 
only  officer  of  rank  was  captain 
Burgefs,  the  commander  of  the 
Ardent. 

This  victory  was  gained  within 
fight  of  the  fhore,  which,  for  fe- 
veral  miles,  was  thronged  by  fpec- 
tators,  who  thus  witnefted  the 
total  ruin  of  all  the  hopes  with 
which  they  had  doubtlefs  been  in- 
fpired  by  the  remembrance  of  their 
ancient  maritime  glory.  That  it 
was  of  fuch  a  decilive  nature  was 
entirely  the  merit  of  the  Britifh 
admiral.  Had  he  not  taken  the 
bold  ftep,  of  running  his  fquadron 
between  the  enemy  and  a  lee 
fhore,  a  ftep  hitherto  unattempted, 
the  Batavian  fleet  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  efcaped  with  little  or 
no  damage.  For  this  gallant 
achievement,  he  was  created  baron 
Duncan  of  Lundie,  his  natal  place, 
in  the  fhore  of  Perth,  and  vifcount 
ijCamperdown,  in  allufion  to  that 


part  of  the  Dutch  coaft  on  which 
his  fuccefs  was  obtained. 

To  wind  up,  as  far  as  regards 
Great  Britain*  our  hiftory  of  the 
year,  there  now  only  remains  for 
us  to  give  a  fketch  of  thofe  opera¬ 
tions  and  events  which  occurred 
in  the  diftant  pofleffions  of  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  powers.  They  were  nei¬ 
ther  numerous,  nor  highly  import¬ 
ant,  nor  rendered  interefting  by 
any  adions  of  a  peculiarly  daring 
and  fplendid  charader.  The  Weft 
Indies  was  the  principal  theatre. 

Such  laurels  as  could  be  reaped 
by  plundering  and  murdering  per¬ 
forms  incapable  of  oppofition  were 
reaped,  towards  the  clofe  of  1796, 
by  a  divifton  of  the  republican 
forces  from  Guadaloupe.  They 
were,  however,  paid  for  by  the 
ultimate  deftrudion  of  thofe  who 
obtained  them.  Late  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  Vidor  Hugues  difpatched 
three  hundred  picked  foldiers,  in 
two  veflels  of  war,  and  feveral 
fmall  craft,  for  the  purpofe  of  at¬ 
tacking  the  diminutive  and  de- 
fencelefs  ifland  of  Anguilla,  the 
moft  northernly  of  the  British  Ca¬ 
ribbean  colonies.  Orders  are  faid 
to  have  been  given*  by  Hugues, 
for  the  extermination  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants.  The  French  landed  with¬ 
out  difficulty,  and  proceeded  to 
execute  their  million.  They  feized 
on  all  private  property,  not  fparing 
fo  much  as  the  wearing  apparel  of 
females,  fet  the  town  on  fire, 
bayoneted  and  burned  in  their 
houfes  feveral  unoffending  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  even  children,  and 
would  probably  have  completely 
aded  up  to  the  letter  of  their  or¬ 
ders,  had  not  an  exprefs  boat  with 
the  news  of  their  coming,  fortu- 
tunately  reached  St,  Kitts,  at  the 
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moment  when  captain  Barton,  of 
the  Lapwing,  arrived  in  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Bade  Terre.  Captain 
Barton  immediately  failed  to  the 
relief  of  Anguilla,  but,  the  wind 
being  againft  him,  the  French,  who 
were  apprifed  of  his  approach, 
quitted  their  prey,  and  reimbarked 
on  the  night  of  the  26th.  They, 
nevertlielefs,  did  not  efcape.  On 
the  following  morning  they  were 
met  by  the  Lapwing,  when  a  (harp 
conteft  took  place.  After  an  hour’s 
engagement  the  Valiant,  of  four 
guns,  containing  a  hundred  and 
thirty-five  failors  and  foldiers,  ran 
on  fhore  on  the  illand  of  St.  Mar¬ 
tin’s,  and  was  deftroyed.  Moll 
of  her  crew  perifhed.  The  Decius, 
of  twenty-fix  guns,  refilled  for  half 
an  hour  longer,  and  then  ftruck, 
having,  in  confequence  of  her  be¬ 
ing  crowded  with  troops,  fuffered 
the  enormous  lofs  of  eighty  killed 
and  forty  wounded.  She  was  fo 
much  damaged,  that  Captain  Bar¬ 
ton,  on  the  appearance  of  two  large 
French  frigates,  deemed  it  prudent 
to  take  out  his  prifoners,  nearly 
two  hundred  in  number,  and  burn 
the  velfel. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Britifh 
idands  remained  undiflurbed  by 
any  attempts  on  the  part  of  the 
republicans.  Jamaica,  after  the 
banifhment  of  the  Maroons,  con¬ 
tinued  in  quiet,  and  St.  Vin¬ 
cent’s  and  Grenada,  being  now 
entirely  cleared  of  the  Charibs  and 
blacks,  who  had  taken  refbge  in 
the  faftnelfes,  began  to  return 
to  their  former  profperous  llate. 
In  Dominica  a  plot  was  hap¬ 
pily  difcovered,  which  was  car¬ 
rying  on  by  a  Frenchman,  of  the 
name  of  La  Courfe,  to  betray  the 
colony  into  the  power  of  Vidor 
Hugues.  La  Courfe  had  tranL 
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mi t ted  to  Guadaloupe  an  exad  ac¬ 
count  of  the  llrengtk  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  force,  and  a  period  was  even 
fixed  for  a  fudden  attack.  A  loyal 
foldier  who  had  pretended  to  enter 
into  the  confpiracy,  and  had  re¬ 
ceived  fplendid  promifes  of  reward, 
difclofed  the  plan ;  and  its  pro- 
jedor  was  immediately  apprehend¬ 
ed,  brought  to  trial,  and  condemn¬ 
ed  to  be  executed. 

Knowing  as  they  did  the  con- 
flant  adivity  of  their  enemies, 
and  feeing  before  them  the  terrible 
example  of  St.  Domingo,  it  can¬ 
not  excite  wonder  that  the  colo¬ 
nial  alfemblies  fhould  view  with 
alarm  and  difgufl  a  plan  which 
was  propofed  for  augmenting  the 
army,  by  railing  five  black  regi¬ 
ments  of  five  hundred  men  each, 
in  the  Windward  and  Leeward 
illands.  Early  in  the  year,  the 
propofition  was  fubmitted  to  the 
general  alfembly  of  Barbadoes,  in 
a  melfage  from  governor  Ricketts ; 
but  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe,  fir 
John  Gay  Aileyne,  immediately 
moved  a  feries  of  refolutions,  hof- 
tile  to  the  meafure,  which  were 
palTed  by  the  unanimous  vote  of 
all  the  members  prefent,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  fent  up  to  the  gover¬ 
nor,  with  an  addrefs  of  a  fimilar 
tenor.  The  legiflature  of  Jamaica 
was  equally  firm  and  unanimous ; 
and  refufed  to  provide  for  the  fub- 
fillence  of  the  fixth  Well  India 
regiment,  commanded  by  lieute- 
nant-General  Whitelocke.  Meet¬ 
ings  were  alfo  held  in  every  pa- 
rilh,  in  which  the  fcherne  of  raif- 
ing  black  corps  was  feverely  re¬ 
probated,  as  unnecelfary  in  itfelf, 
and  ultimately  fraught  with  con- 
fequences  of  the  moll  terrible  na¬ 
ture,  to  the  perfons  and  property 
of  the  Well  Indian  proprietors. 

[S]  %in. 
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Spain,  the  recently  and  unwill¬ 
ingly  declared  enemy  of  England, 
was  deftined  to  be  the  principal 
fufferer  this  year  in  her  Weft  India 
poffefiions.  Trinidad,  a  confider- 
able  iftand,  in  the  gulf  of  Paria, 
at  a  fhort  diftance  from  the  Spa- 
nifti  main,  was  the  fpot  to  which 
the  Britifh  forces  were  firft  dif- 
patched.  It  is  thirty-fix  leagues 
in  length,  and  eighteen  or  twenty 
In  breadth,  fertile,  but  as  yet  al- 
moft  uncleared.  The  proximity  of 
it  to  the  continent,  which  affords 
great  facility  to  commercial  inter- 
courfe,  was,  perhaps,  one  power¬ 
ful  reafon  for  attempting  its  reduc¬ 
tion.  At  this  moment  there  was 
like  wife,  in  the  bay  of  Shagare- 
mus,  a  Spanifh  fquadron,  under 
admiral  Apodaca,  confiding  of 
three  feventy-four  gun  fhips,  one 
eighty  gun  fhip,  and  a  frigate  of 
fix  and  thirty  guns.  Aware  of 
the  meditated  attack,  this  fquad- 
ron  was  moored  in  a  line,  and 
protected  by  batteries  of  twenty 
cannon,  and  three  mortars,  on  the 
fmall  iftand  of  Gafpar  Grande. 

The  troops  having  been  colleft- 
ed  from  the  different  Britifh 
iflands,  fir  Ralph  Abercrombie  em¬ 
barked  in  Fort  Royal  Bay,  and 
the  fquadron,  commanded  by  ad¬ 
miral  Hervey,  reached  the  fcene  of 
aftion  on  the  evening  of  the  ftx- 
teenrh  of  February,  and  inftantly 
moored  in  fuch  a  pofition  as  to 
prevent  the  hoftile  fhips  from 
efcaping.  Preparations  were  made 
for  landing  the  troops  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  in  order  to  at¬ 
tack  at  once  the  fhips  and  the 
town.  At  two  in  the  morning, 
however,  the  enemy’s  veffels  were 
difcovered  to  be  in  flames,  and 
they  burned  with  fuch  fury,  that 
only  one  of  them,  the  San  Dama- 


fo,  a  feventy-four  gun  ftiip,  could 
be  faved.  Gafpar  Grande  was  eva¬ 
cuated  by  the  enemy,  and  was 
taken  poffeftion  of  at  day-break, 
by  a  party  of  the  Queen’s  regi¬ 
ment.  The  landing  was  accom- 
plifned  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
about  five  miles  to  the  weftward 
of  the  town,  without  any  oppofi- 
tion,  and  the  Britifh  at  night-fall 
were  mafters  of  Puerto  d’Efpagna, 
and  the  neighbourhood,  with,  the 
exception  of  two  trifling  forts. 
The  next  day  the  governor,  Don 
Jcfeph  Chacon,  entered  into  a  ca¬ 
pitulation,  by  which  the  naval  and 
military  troops  under  his  orders, 
to  the  number  of  two  thoufand 
two  hundred,  became  prifoners  of 
war,  on  condition  of  being  fent  to 
Spain,  as  foon  as  tranfports  could 
conveniently  be  provided.  A  large 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  ftores, 
and  nearly  a  hundred  pieces  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  were  found  in  Trinidad, 
A  cheaper  conqueft  has  feldom  if 
ever  been  achieved,  as  lieutenant 
Villeneuve,  of  the  8th  regiment, 
who  died  fhortly  after,  was  the 
only  man  who  was  wounded  on 
this  occafion,  on  the  fide  of  the 
conquerors. 

Palling  from  one  extremity  to 
the  center  of  that  chain  of  iflands 
which  girdles  the  Caribbean  fe a, 
the  Britifh  next  dire&ed  their 
forces  againft  the  colony  of  Porto 
Rico.  Many  circumftances  con¬ 
curred  to  render  this  a  defirable 
acquifition.  Standing  next  to  Ja¬ 
maica  in  point  of  magnitude,  it  is 
fertile,  and  consequently  capable 
of  being  turned  to  much  advan- 
tage,  by  a  wife  and  vigorous  go¬ 
vernment.  It  was  likewife  a  fe- 
vere  thorn  in  the  fides  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  colonies,  as  its  ports  fent  out 
a  fwarm  of  privateers,  which 

greatly 
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greatly  annoyed  and  endangered 
the  navigation  from  the  windward 
to  the  leeward  iflands.  For  this 
reafon  chiefly,  the  planters  were 
anxious  to  fee  it  wrefted  from  the 
Spanifh  crown,  and  had  more  than 
once  recommended  the  fending  of 
an  expedition  to  reduce  it. 

The  city  of  San  Juan,  the  ca¬ 
pital,  was  intended  to  be  the  firfi 
objeCt  of  attack,  and  its  fall  was 
expeCted  to  infure  the  reduction  of 
the  remainder  of  the  colony.  The 
city  of  San  Juan,  or  Porto  Rico, 
is  ftrong  by  its  filiation,  and  the 
fortifications  were  numerous,  in 
good  condition,  and  garrifoned  by 
feveral  thoufand  Spaniards,  and 
three  hundred  French.  It  is  feated 
on,  and  almoft  fills,  a  fmall  ifland, 
between  which  and  the  main  land 
is  a  harbour,  whofe  principal  en¬ 
trance  is  completely  commanded 
by  the  Moro  caftle'.  A  reef  of 
rocks,  which  extends  nearly  along 
the  whole  north  cdaft  of  Porto 
Rico,  fecures,  in  conjunction  with 
the  feveral  forts,  the  city  of  San 
Juan  from  all  danger  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  It  is  on  the  eafiern  fide  of 
the  fmall  ifland,  that  the  channel 
is  narrowed,  and  the  paflage  moft 
eaflly  practicable.  A  bridge,  at 
this  point,  conne&s  the  one  fliore 
with  the  other.  The  fpot,  how¬ 
ever,  is  well  protected  by  the  fort 
and  lines  of  San  Chriftoval. 

The  number  of  troops  appropri¬ 
ated  for  this  expedition  was  cer¬ 
tainly  inadequate  to  the  putpofe 
for  which  they  were  intended. 
They  did  not  conflfl:  of  more  than 
three  thoufand  men,  and  fome 
black  pioneers  At  their  head  was 
fir  Ralph  Abercrombie.  The  army 
failed  from  Martinico  on  the  eighth 
of  April,  and,  after  a  delay  of  a 
few  days  at  StfKitts,  came  to  an 


[275 

anchor  on  the  feventeenth  ofFCon- 
grejos  Point,  in  the  ifland  of  Por¬ 
to  Rico.  It  was  not  without  much 
difficulty,  that,  about  three  leagues 
eaflward  of  the  town,  a  narrow 
channel  was  difcovered  in  the  reef, 
through  which  the  Beaver  and 
Fury  floops,  with  the  lighter  vef- 
fels,  pafled  into  a  fmall  bay,  where, 
on  the  following  morning,  the 
troops  weredifembarked.  A  flight 
and  ineffectual  oppofition  was  made 
by  a  hundred  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  concealed  themfelves  among 
the  bufhes  near  the  place  of  land¬ 
ing.  In  the  afternoon  the  army 
advanced,  and  took  a  pofltion,  op- 
pofite  the  eafiern  end  of  the  ifland 
of  San  Juan,  with  its  right  to  the 
fea,  and  its  left  to  the  lagoon  of 
Martin  Pebo,  which  extends  a 
confiderable  difiance  into  the  coun¬ 
try.  Every  exertion  was  employ¬ 
ed  to  get  up  the  cannon,  and  con- 
ftruCt  the  batteries. 

The  enemy  had  deftroyed  the 
bridge,  covered  the  paflage  by  two 
redoubts,  and  by  numerous  gun¬ 
boats,  and  bad  befides  entrenched 
themfelves  in  the  rear  of  the  re¬ 
doubts.  With  the  gun-boats,  in¬ 
deed,  ^hey  feverely  annoyed  and 
harafifed  the  left  flank  of  the  Bri- 
tifh.  Their  communications  with 
the  fouthern  and  wefiern  parts  of 
the  ifland  it  was  not  poflible  to  in¬ 
terrupt,  as  they  were  entirely  maf- 
ters  of  the  harbour.  The  fire  of 
the  befiegers  was  kept  up  with 
fpirit,  and  damaged  fome  of  the 
works ;  but  they,  neverthelefs, 
found  it  out  of  their  power  to 
filence  that  of  the  Spaniards.  Any 
attempt  to  open  an  entrance  into 
the  ifland  by  main  force  was  evi¬ 
dently  hopelefs.  As  a  laft  refource, 
it  was  refolved  to  bombard  the 
town,  from  a  point  to  the  fouth- 
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ward  of  it,  near  a  magazine  which 
had  been  abandoned  by  the  be- 
fieged.  The  bombardment  was 
continued  for  feveral  days,  but 
produced  as  little  beneficial  effedt 
as  the  cannonade  had  done.  The 
works  and  the  town  were  fome- 
what  injured,  but  not  fufficiently 
fo  to  juftify  an  affault.  Finding, 
therefore,  that  no  imprefiion  could 
be  made  on  the  place,  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie  difcontinued  the 
fiege,  and  the  troops  were  reim- 
barked  on  the  thirtieth  of  April. 
Seven  iron  guns,  four  iron  mor¬ 
tars,  and  two  brafs  howitzers, 
which  had  been  rendered  unfer- 
viceable,  were  left  behind,  to 
countervail  which,  four  brafs  field 
pieces  were  taken  from  the  enemy. 
The  lofs  of  the  befiegers,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  miffing,  was  about 
two  hundred  and  thirty. 

St.  Domingo  ftill  continued  to 
be  a  fruitful  fource  of  expence,  and 
a  grave  for  immenfe  numbers  of 
gallant  foldiers  and  officers,  with¬ 
out  returning  any  compenfation  in 
revenue  or  in  glory.  Imperfedl 
returns,  to  the  elofe  of  1796,  con¬ 
taining  merely  bills  already  paid 
by  the  treafury,  eftimated  the  trea- 
fure  lavifhed  on  this  melancholy 
acquifition  at  between  four  and 
five  millions  llerling ;  and  the 
lives  loft  at  nine  thoufand,  not  in¬ 
cluding  the  native  and  colonial 
troops.  The  fum  of  money  and  of 
dead  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
doubled,  and  yet  not  have  been 
exaggerated.'  Such  an  expenditure 
of  men  and  money,  had  it  been 
wifely  applied  in  Europe,  might 
have  produced  a  decifive  effeCt 
againft  the  republican  government. 

To  put  a  flop  in  fame  degree  to 
the  monftrous  peculation  and  fraud, 
which  had  long  been  carried  on  in 


this  illand,  and  to  arreft  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy,  the  Britifh 
miniltry  now  entrufted  the  com¬ 
mand  to  lieutenant-general  Sim- 
coe,  who  had  given  general  fatis- 
faCtion  as  governor  of  Upper  Ca¬ 
nada,  and  was  known  to  be  a  be¬ 
nevolent  and  brave  man,  of  the 
ftri&eft  integrity.  He  arrived  at 
St.  Nicholas  Mole,  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  1797,  at  a  period  when 
the  fpirits  of  the  colonifts  were 
depreffed,  by  the  inactivity  of  the 
Englifh,  and  hill  more  by  the 
knowledge  that,  in  the  recent  ne¬ 
gotiation,  Lord  Malmlbury  had 
been  authorized  to  confent  to  the 
reiteration  of  St.  Domingo  to  the 
republic.  From  this  place,  after 
a  hay  of  a  few  days  to  obtain  in¬ 
formation,  he  proceeded  to  Port 
au  Prince.  His  fi rft  work  was  a 
reform  of  the  finances.  He  com¬ 
pelled  a  furrender  of  all  furrepti- 
tioLifly  obtained  leafes  of  public 
property,  laid  a  tax  upon  the  ef- 
tates  of  abfentees,  and  remodelled 
and  rendered  effective  the  colonial 
corps,  which  he  reduced  from 
forty-two  to  fourteen,  placing  the 
difmirted  officers  on  temporary 
half»pay,  and  bettering  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  thofe  who  were  retained  in 
the  fervice.  By  thefe  changes  he 
is  faid  to  have  accomplifhed  a 
yearly  faving  of  more  than  half  a 
million. 

But  his  attention  was  not  direct¬ 
ed  to  financial  affairs  alone.  On 
his  arrival  he  found  the  military 
fituation  of  the  Britifh  to  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  unfavourable.  One  di- 
vifion  of  the  blacks,  that  of  the 
fouth  of  the  illand,  under  Rigaud, 
had,  as  we  Hated  in  our  laft  vo¬ 
lume,  for  a  confiderable  time  held 
Port  au  Prince  in  a  manner  invert¬ 
ed,  by  means  of  ports  and  batte- 
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iries  on  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
eminences ;  and,  recently,  by  the 
unexpected  and  unneceffary  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  frontier  fort  of 
Mirabalais,  and  its  dependencies, 
Banica,  Grand  Bois,  and  Thomaf- 
feau,  the  rich  plain  of  the  Cul  de 
Sac,  had  been  laid  open  to  Touf- 
faint,  who  was  now  acknowledged 
by  the  French  government  as  com- 
mander- in -chief  in  St.  Domingo. 
In  confequence  of  this,  Touftfaint 
meditated  a  jundion  with  the 
troops  before  Port  au  Prince,  for 
the  purpofe  of  a  combined  attack  ; 
while  general  Simcoe,  on  his  fide, 
determined  to  render  that  junction 
tifelefs,  if  not  impradi cable.  As 
it  was  not  poftible  for  Touffaint  to 
bring  cannon  acrofs  the  plain, 
and  he  muft,  therefore,  rely  on 
thofe  which  were  employed  againft 
Port  au  Prince ;  and  as  the  repub¬ 
lican  corps,  even  ading  together, 
could  efFed  nothing  without  ar¬ 
tillery  ;  general  Simcoe  took  the 
refolution  of  making  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  the  republican  batteries. 
By  this  ftep  he  would  effed  the 
double  purpofe  of  fruftrating  Touf. 
faint’s  fchemes,  and  of  relieving 
Port  au  Prince  from  a  kind  of 
blockade,  which  was  difgraceful, 
and  might  become  dangerous. 

To  carry  his  plan  into  effed,  he 
fummoned  thofe  colonial  troops  on 
whom  he  could  rely,  from  Jere- 
mie,  L’Arcahaye,  and  other  places. 
About  two  thoufand  blacKN  fol- 
diers,  with  a  fmall  referve  of  Bri- 
tiih,  was  thus  got  together,  the 
command  of  which  was  entrufted 
to  colonel  Delfources,  who  was 
feconded  by  colonel  Depeyfter  and 
colonel  the  vifcount  d’Alzune.  In 
the  mean  time,  to  prevent  any 
movements  being  made  from  Leo- 


gane,  the  Abergavenny  and  feme 
armed  veffels  were  difpatched  to 
cruize  off  that  place,  and,  by  va¬ 
rious  hoftile  demonftrations,  oc¬ 
cupy  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 
The  defence  of  the  plain  of  the 
Cul  de  Sac,  by  which  quarter 
Touffaint  muft  advance,  was  con¬ 
fided  to  baron  de  Montalembert. 

Previoufly  to  attacking  the  prin¬ 
cipal  battery  of  the  enemy,  it  was 
neceffary  to  carry  the  fortified 
ports  of  Le  Boutiliiere  and  St.  Lau¬ 
rent,  which,  as  v  eil  as  tjie  other 
batteries,  were  almoft  .  . 

unapproachable,  from  " 
the  ruggednefs  of  the  1  an  1 7° 
ground.  La  Boutiliiere  was  gal¬ 
lantly  affaulted  by  colonel  De- 
peyfter,  and  was  almoft  immedi¬ 
ately  carried.  The  affailants  were 
not  fo  fortunate  at  Sr.  Laurent. 
They  were  repulfed,  and  the  com¬ 
mandant,  major  Pouchet,  was  kill¬ 
ed,  as  he  was  animating  his  troops 
to  the  charge.  It  was  not  till  a 
reinforcement  with  cannon  arrived, 
that  the  garrifon  was  put  to  flight. 
The  day  was  now  fo  far  advanced, 
that  it  was  neceffary  to  put  off,  till 
the  morrow,  the  attempt  on  the 
batteries.  On  the  following  morn¬ 
ing,  one  column  advanced,  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  from  Morne 
Grenier,  while  another,  by  a  much 
longer  route,  through  almoft;  im- 
paffable  paths,  proceeded  towards 
their  rear.  Phis  movement  was 
covered  by  a  fog,  and  the  repub¬ 
licans  were  kept  in  alarm  by  a  hot 
fire  from  the  Britifh  mortars  and 
howitzers.  Cordiderable  refiftance 
was  at  firft  made  to  the  progrefs  of 
the  troops,  but  when  the  enemy 
faw  that  they  were  in  danger  of 
being  fur  rounded,  they  broke,  and 
•precipitately  fled  in  the  diredion 
[S3]  of 
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of  Leogane,  leaving  their  works, 
and  the  whole  of  their  artillery,  in 
the  hands  of  the  victors. 

While  this  was  palling,  Touf- 
faint  marched  towards  the  plain  of 
the  Cal  de  Sac,  with  the  belief,  it  is 
faid,  that  the  important  pod  of  Croix 
de  Bouquet,  about  three  leagues 
from  Port  au  Prince,  would  be 
evacuated  on  his  appearance.  He 
found,  however,  the  baron  de 
Montalembert  on  the  alert,  and 
his  cavalry  being  vigoroufiy  charg¬ 
ed  by  the  count  de  Manoux,  he 
haftily  retired  over  the  mountains, 
diredrng  his  retreat  on  Gonaive. 
An  immediate  purfuit  of  him, 
which  was  originally  intended,  was 
prevented  by  the  neeeffi  ty  of  dif- 
patching  reinforcements  to  another 
quarter. 

Finding  the  Britifh  pods  in  the 
fouthern  peninfula  much  weakened 
by  the  detachments  which  had  been 
lent  to  Port  au  Prince,  Rigaud 
deemed  it  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  aiding  with  vigour.  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  colletded  twelve  hundred 
of  his  bed  troops,  and  marched 
againd  Irois,  which  is  dtuated  at 
the  extremity  of  the  peninfula.  In 
the  fort  of  Irois  there  were,  at 
this  moment,  only  five  and  twenty 
Britifh,  under  lieutenant  Talbot, 
and  twenty  black  artillerymen, 
headed  by  M.  de  Breuil.  In  a 
village,  at  a  fhort  didance,  was 
dationed  a  black  battalion  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  At  twelve 
.  at  night  Rigaud  fuddenly 
}  Prli  fur  rounded  the  fort,  and 
commenced  a  furious  af- 
fault.  Though  gallantly  repulfed, 
he  returned  to  it  repeatedly,  and 
with  fuch  refolution,  that  many  of 
the  affailants  were  killed  in  the 
place.  The  determined  defence  of 


the  garrifon  gave  time  for  the  ar«* 
rival  of  the  black  battalion,  which, 
however,  was  obliged  to  cut  its 
way  through  the  troops  of  Rigaud. 
Notwithdanding  the  acceffion  of 
drength  to  the  Britidi,  the  repub. 
licans  perfevered  in  their  attempt 
till  the  morning,  when  they  drew 
off  to  a  neighbouring  eminence^ 
leaving  the  ground  covered  with 
their  dead,  A  fortie,  which  was 
undertaken  to  drive  them  further,- 
proved  ineffectual.  From  their 
new  pofition  they  made  incurfions 
into  the  furrounding  Britidi  coun¬ 
try,  and  prepared  to  lay  regular 
fiege  to  the  fort  of  Irois,  for  the 
commencement  of  which  they  only 
waited  the  landing  of  their  artil- 
lery.  Fortunately  Captain  Rick¬ 
etts,  in  the  Magicienne,  fell  in 
with  their  flotilla,  funk  three  of 
their  barges,  took  two  fchoo- 
ners,  all  laden  with  cannon  and 
military  ftores,  and  thus  effec¬ 
tually  fruftrated  the  fchemes  of  the 
enemy.  Rigaud  at  length  retired, 
having  fudained  a  lofs  which  was 
varioudy  edimated,  but  never  at 
lefs  than  eight  hundred  men. 

To  compenfate  for  the  difap- 
pointment  which  he  had  experR 
enced,  Touffaint  now  endeavoured 
to  make  himfelf  mader  of  the  im¬ 
portant  pod  of  St,  Marc,  which 
was  defended  by  the  marquis  de 
Cocherell.  He  carried  fomeof  the 
out  works,  and  began  the  fiege, 
but  the  gallantry  of  the  governor, 
aided  by  fuccours  from  Port  au 
Prince,  compelled  him  to  abandon 
his  enterprize,  with  very  confider- 
able  lofs. 

General  Simcoe,  meanwhile,  had 
been  occupied  in  arrangements  to 
recover  the  fort  of  Mirabalais,  and 
to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  Touffaint, 
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by  the  fecret  and  rapid  movements 
of  a  body  of  troops,  divided  intofe- 
veral  coiumns,  under  the  command 
of  brigadier-general  Churchill.  ,A 
part  only  of  this  plan  was  accom- 
plilhed.  Mirabalais  was  retaken 
uninjured,  and  the  black 
troops  were  routed,  and 
driven  over  the  Artibonite 
river,  in  which  numbers  of  them 
were  drowned;  but,  in  confequence 
of  one  of  the  columns  not  reaching 
its  deftination,  Touffaint  had  the 
good  fortune  to  effedl  his  efcape. 

While  this  was  going  on  in  the 
center  of  French  St.  Domingo,  a 
detachment  of  three  hundred  men, 
led  by  the  count  de  Rouvray,  was 
fent  to  expel  the  republicans  from 
one  of  their  camps  on  the  fide  of 
Leogane.  This  fervice  was  per¬ 
formed  with  fpirits  The  enemy 
were  driven  out,  after  having  fuf- 
fered  feverely,  and  the  camp  was 
burned.  This  was  the  laft  event 
of  any  moment  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year.  In  Auguft,  1797,  General 
Simcoe  returned  to  England,  leav- 
ing  the  government  of  the  colony 
in  the  hands  of  major-general 
White. 

On  the  continent  of  Ame¬ 
rica  the  republicans  were  not 
idle,  though  engaged  in  fruit- 
lefs  labours.  The  identity  of  lan¬ 
guage  and  manners  encouraged 
them  to  hope  that  it  would  not  be 
impoffible  to  recover  their  colony 
of  Canada,  by  exciting  tliiLCana* 
dians  to  revolt.  To  bring  about 
this  defirable  objeft,  emiffaries 
were  fent  into  that  country,  fur- 
nilhed  with  inftru&ions  and  fup- 
plies,  by  Adet,  the  French  envoy 
at  Philadelphia.  Some  difturb- 
ances  having  taken  place,  which, 
however*  the  military  foon  quell¬ 
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ed,  the  governor  of  Lower  Canada 
found  it  neceffary,  in  Odober 
1796,  to  iffue  two  proclamations ; 
the  firft  of  which  commanded  the 
departure,  within  twenty  days, 
of  all  foreigners  who  had  ar¬ 
rived  fince  the  thirtieth  of  May  ; 
while  the  fecond  dridly  enjoined 
all  magift  rates  and  officers  to  be 
vigilant  in  apprehending  the  dis¬ 
turbers  of  the  public  tranquillity. 
Thefe  proclamations  were  no  fooner 
polled  up  than  they  were  torn  from 
the  walls,  and  the  work  of  fedi- 
tion  was  inceffantly  carried  on. 
The  principal  of  the  emiffaries  was 
an  American  adventurer  named 
David  Maclean,  who  had  receiv¬ 
ed  a  military  commiffion  from 
Adet.  The  government  at  length 
obtained  fufficient  evidence  againft 
him,  and  he  was  feized,  and 
brought  to  trial.  It  was  fully 
afcertained  that  he  had,  for  a  long 
while,  been  labouring  to  fubvert 
the  Britilh  authority,  by  ftimulat- 
ing  the  natives  to  rebellion,  and 
holding  out  to  them  the  profped 
of  powerful  aid  from  France  in  the 
enfuing  fpring,  and  likewife  from 
the  bordering  Hates  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  union,  in  which  ftates  he  had 
engaged  numbers  of  men,  who 
were  to  enter  Canada  gradually, 
on  pretext  of  feeking  for  employ¬ 
ment,  and  were  to  join  the  re- 
volters  on  the  fignal  being  given. 
The  infurgents  were  to  be  armed 
with  pikes,  and  the  royal  troops 
were,  at  the  appointed  time,  to 
be  rendered  incapable  of  adion, 
by  mixing  laudanum  with  their 
liquor.  According  to  the  ufual 
cant  of  republican  philanthropy, 
the  revolution  was  to  be  conduced 
with  the  utmoft  humanity  ;  not  a 
life  was  to  be  taken,  if  it  could 
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be  avoided ;  but  it  was  added 
that,  l(  for  the  fake  of  pollerity, 
all  who  refilled  mull  fall.*’  A 
crowd  of  unexceptionable  witnelfes 
having  proved  thefe  fadls,  Mac- 
clean  was  condemned  to  death, 
which  fentence  was  executed ; 
and  thus  a  flop  was  put  to  the  ma¬ 
chinations  of  the  republicans  a- 
gainll  the  peace  and  happinefs  of 
the  Canadas. 

In  the  Eall,  the  former  fuccelfes 
of  the  Britifh  had  left  little  to  be 
done.  Oniy  one  event  occurred 
which  requires  to  be  noticed.  To¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1796, 


a  fmall  fquadron  was  dif-  p. 
patched  from  the  Cape, 
to  dellroy  the  fettlement  '' 
of  Foul  Point,  on  the  ifland  of 
Madagafcar,  whence  the  colony 
of  the  Mauritius  obtained  its  chief 
fupply  of  provifions.  At  Foul 
Point  the  French  had  likewife  a 
confiderable  magazine  of  arms,  am¬ 
munition,  {lores  and  merchandize, 
for  trading  with  the  natives.  The 
fervice  was  effeiled  without  firing 


a  fhot,  the  republicans  not  being 
in  fufficient  llrength  to  venture  04 
refillance. 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Continental  Affairs*  The  Republicans^  in  confequence  of  the  Jiate  of  Affairs 
in  France ,  refol-ve  to  open  a  Negotiation  <with  the  Emperor.  Letter  of 
Buonaparte^  deferibing  the  critical  fetuation  in  which  he  flood.  He  im¬ 

plores  immediate  fuccours.  He  anticipates  his  being  compelled  to  raife  the 
Blockade  of  Mantua.  Number  of  wounded  Generals.  His  fltuatioyi 
amended  by  the  Vidtory  of  At  cole  y  but  not  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  render  it 
unneceffary  for  the  French  to  negotiate.  Threat  previoufly  ufed  by  the 
Directory  with  refpedl  to  the  Deflrudlion  of  Triefle ,  and  the  other  Auflrian 
Eflahlijhments  on  the  Adriatic.  Moderate  tone  of  the  Letter  addreffed  to  the 
Emperor  by  the  Directory.  Conirafl  of  it  with  that  ufed  to  the  Britijh 
Ambaffador.  Argwnents  employed  by  the  Directory  to  induce  the  Emperor 
to  agree  to  their  Propofition  for  an  Armiflice.  Inflrudiions  given  to  the 
Directory  by  General  Clarke.  He  is  to  avoid  any  relinquijhment  of  Terri¬ 
tory  as  much  as  poffible.  The  Armiflice  not  to  lafl  for  lefs  than  fix  Months . 
Further  Inflrudiions  given  by  M.  Delacroix.  Steps  to  be  taken  with  re¬ 
gard  to  Piedmont ,  Lombardy ,  Venice^  and  the  Papal  States.  Deflgus  on 
Piedmont .  Hints  given  as  to  the  propriety  of  revolutionizing  Venice. 
General  Clarke  commiffioned  to  make  Obfervations  at  Vienna.  Four  Plans 
fkctched  out  to  indemnify  Auflria  for  the  Ceffton  of  the  Low  Countries.  To 
exclude  England  from  the  Negotiations  confldered  as  an  objedi  of  the  utmofl 
importance.  Language  to  be  held ,  by  General  Clarke ,  to  the  German 
Princes ,  in  cafe  they  Jhould  be  alarmed  by  the  Concluflon  of  the  Armiflice. 
Arrival  of  the  French  Negotiator  in  Italy.  The  Emperor  appoints  the 
Baron  de  Vincent  to  confer  with  him ,  and  names  Vicenza  as  the  place  of 
conference.  The  Negotiators  do  not  meet  till  January.  General  Buona- 
parte  ebjedis  to  the  flgning  of  an  Armiflice  before  the  fur  render  of  Mantua. 
Reafons  affigned  by  him  for  his  oppofition.  Ge?ieral  Clarke  perffls  in 

thinking 


5 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [281 


thinking  a  fufpenfion  of  Arms  adv  fable.  He  contends  that  the  cha?ice  of 
IV or  is  doubtful ,  and  that  Mantua  may  be  relieved.  Advantages  to  be 
dravon  from  the  Armifice  by  the  French.  Impolicy  of  fubverting  the 
Papal  poaver  at  the  prefent  period.  The  (jjffiance  of  the  Pope  likely  to 
become  necejjary  to  confolidate  the  Revolution.  Forcible  defeription  given 
by  General  Clarke,  of  the  internal  fate  of  France.  The  Directory  is 
fill  refolved  to  agree  to  an  Armifice.  Its  readinefs  to  abandon  the  Ita¬ 
lians.  Contemptuous  Character  dravon  of  the  Italians  by  M.  Delacroix . 
Reafons  of  M.  Delacroix  for  believing  that  the  Emperor  may  be  induced  to 
lifien  to  pacific  Overtures .  AJferted  movements  of  the  Ottoman  porte  in 
favour  of  France.  The  Auflrian  Cabinet  offers  to  agree  to  a  partial 
fufpenfion  of  Arms.  This  Propofal  is  rejedect  by  the  Republicans.  The 
Diredory  furnifhes  General  Clarke  nvith  full povjers  to  conclude  a  Preliminary 
Treaty.  Infirudions  given  to  him  on  this  occafion .  Articles  relative  to 
Aufiria ,  the  Empire ,  the  aggrandizement  of  Auftria ,  the  Exclufion  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  feizing  on  Bavaria.  Stipulation  in  favour  of  Rebels. 
Profound  secrecy  to  he  obferved.  The  Negotiations  are  broken  off. 


From  the  brilliant,  but,  as  far 
as  regarded  the  refult  of  the  con- 
teft,  the  barren  triumphs  obtained 
by  the  naval  force  of  Britain,  we 
mull  now  turn  to  take  a  furvey  of 
the  more  folid  advantages  which 
accrued  to  the  French,  by  their 
perfevering  and  ftrenuous  exertions 
againft  the  emperor,  our  laft  re¬ 
maining  ally.  On  the  Rhine,  both 
parties  being  exhaufted  by  their 
previous  exertions,  the  campaign 
did  not  open  at  an  early  feafon.  In 
Italy,  on  the  contrary,  it  may  be 
faid  never  to  have  clofed ;  the  re¬ 
publican  general,  as  we  have  feen 
in  the  laft  volume,  being  inceffantly 
occupied,  either  in  repelling  the 
attacks  of  the  Auftrians,  or,  as  we 
Ihall  foon  fee,  in  extending  ftill  fur¬ 
ther  his  fyftem  of  fpoliatiorr^and 
thus,  in  the  Roman  fpirit,  making 
the  war  itfelf  furnilh  him  with  the 
means  of  prolonging  the  war.  The 
final  defeat  of  Alvinzi,  and  the 
confequent  furrender  of  Mantua, 
clofed,  as  our  readers  will  remem¬ 


ber,  what  may  be  confidered  as  the 
campaign  of  179 6,  though  it  did 
not  terminate  till  the  month  of 
February  in  the  following  year. 
It  now  remains  for  us  to  continue 
the  narrative  of  the  fate  of  Italy. 

Before,  however,  we  proceed 
with  that  narrative,  it  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  give  fome  account  of  the 
negotiation  which,  as  in  our  laft 
volume  we  flightly  mentioned,  * 
the  republicans  endeavoured,  in 
November  179 6,  to  open  with  his 
Imperial  Majefty.  At  that  period 
neither  their  domeftic,  their  finan¬ 
cial,  nor  their  military  fituation 
was  fuch  as  to  leave  them  free  from 
difquietude.  At  home,  parties  ran 
high,  difaffe&ion  to  the  new  order 
of  things  was  widely  fpread,  the 
treafury  was  in  a  ftate  of  penury, 
and  the  refources  of  the  country, 
though  not  exhaufted,  could  be 
rendered  available  but  flowly  and 
with  extreme  difficulty.  On  the 
fide  of  Germany,  military  affairs 
wore  a  difeouraging  afpeft,  and  on 


See  An.  Reg,  1796,  Hiftory  of  Europe,  p.  157,  at  the  period  when  that  volume 
•was  printed,  no  documents  relative  to  the  negotiation  had  been  publiflied. 
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that  of  Italy  a  doubtful  one.  On 
the  Rhine,  the  republican  armies 
were  difcomfited,  difgracefully  fo 
in  one  inftance ;  and  in  Italy, 
though  Buonaparte  was  apparently 
mailer  of  the  field,  yet  Mantua 
ftill  held  out,  and  the  emperor  was 
again  draining  every  nerve,  to  ef¬ 
fect  the  deliverance  of  fo  important 
a  fortrefs.  Should  the  Auftrians 
win  a  decifive  battle,  the  French 
might,  perhaps,  be  expelled  from 
Lombardy  with  even  more  rapidity 
than  they  had  achieved  its  con- 
queil.  Hiftory  could  furnilh  many 
examples,  to  prove  that  a  conqueror 
of  Italy  might  foon  be  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  a  fugitive  from  the 
theatre  of  his  triumph. 

The  fate  of  the  army  of  Italy 
did  in  fad;,  at  this  moment,  hang, 
as  it  were,  upon  a  hair.  The  day 
previous  to  his  fir  ft  affault  on  Ar- 
cole,  Buonaparte  gave  to  the  Di¬ 
redory  an  elaborate  account  of  the 
critical  fituation  in  which  he  was 
placed.  He  himfelf  had  juft  been 
foiled  in  a  defperate  attack  upon 
Alvinzi,  and  Davidowich  had 
driven  Vaubois  from  all  his  pofi- 
tions  in  the  Trentine,  and  purfued 
the  republicans  to  within  thirty 
miles  of  Mantua.  His  letter  is 
written  in  a  melancholy  ftrain,  and 
difplays  more  feeling,  with  refped 
to  his  companions  in  arms,  than  he 
has  been  ufually  fuppofed  to  poflefs. 
“  If/*  fays  he,  “  the  intelligence 
which  I  fend  you  be  not  fatisfac- 
tory,  you  muft  not  lay  any  blame 
upon  the  army  :  the  inferiority  of 
the  army,  and  the  degree  in  which 
it  is  drained  of  its  braveft  men, 
compel  me  to  fear  the  worft  for 
it.”  After  remonftrating  on  the 
flownefs  with  which  aid  was  fur- 
niftied  to  him,  and  con  trailing  it 
with  the  adivity  of  the  Auftrian 


government,  he  adds,  “  I  do  my 
duty,  and  fo  does  the  army  :  my 
heart  is  breaking,  but  my  confid¬ 
ence  is  in  peace.  Succours,  fend 
me  fuccours  ;  but  let  it  be  no  longer 
a  make-believe  of  doing  fo.  I 
muft  have,  not  nominally  fo  many 
men,  but  men  really  under  arms.” 
Then,  after  having  candidly  de- 
fcribed  the  recent  contefts,  he  con¬ 
cludes  in  the  following  mournful 
and  prefaging  manner. 

“  The  weather  continues  to  be 
bad.  The  whole  army  is  worn 
out  by  fatigue,  and  is  without  (hoes. 
I  have  led  it  back  to  Verona,  at 
which  place  it  is  juft  arrived. 

<€  A  column  of  the  enemy,  com¬ 
manded  by  Laudohn,  is  advancing 
on  Brefcia,  another  on  Chiufa,  to 
effed  its  jundion  with  the  main 
body  of  the  army.  To  refill  all 
this,  I  have  only  eighteen  thoufand 
men. 

(<  The  enemy  has  at  leaft  fifty 
thoufand  men,  confiding  ill  of  an 
Auftrian  corps  fiom  the  Rhine,  2d, 
of  all  the  Polilh  garrifons,  and 
thofe  of  the  Turkilh  frontier,  3d, 
of  the  remainder  of  his  army  of 
Italy,  recruited  with  ten  thoufand 
men. 

st  To-day,  the  fourteenth,  the 
troops  will  reft;  to-morrow,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  we  muft  ad.  I  defpair  of 
preventing  the  blockade  of  Mantua 
from  being  raifed  :  in  eight  days  it 
would  have  been  ours.  If  this 
misfortune  Ihould  happen  to  us,  we 
fhall  foon  be  behind  the  Adda,  and 
further  ftill,  if  troops  Ihould  not 
arrive. 

“  The  wounded  are  the  flower 
of  the  army  :  all  our  fuperior  offi¬ 
cers,  all  our  choiceft  generals,  are 
unable  to  come  into  the  field;  and 
all  thofe  who  are  fent  to  join  us  are 
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fo  totally  unqualified,  and  the  fol- 
diers  place  no  confidence  in  them. 
The  army  of  Italy,  reduced  to  a 
handful  of  men,  is  exhaulled.  The 
heroes  of  Lodi,  of  Millefimo,  of 
Caftiglione,  and  of  Baffano,  have 
died  for  their  country,  or  are  in 
the  hofpital :  the  divifions  have 
nothing  left  but  their  reputation 
and  their  pride.  Joubert,  Lannes, 
Lanufle,  Vidor,  Murat,  Chariot, 
Dupuis,  Rampon,  Pigeon,  Menard, 
Chabrand,  are  wounded  :  we  are 
abandoned  at  the  further  end  of 
Italy.  The  belief  of  our  being 
numerous  was  ufeful  to  us ;  but  in 
Paris  it  is  made  public  in  official 
fpeeches,  that  we  are  only  thirty 
thoufand  ftrong. 

“  I  have  loft,  but  few  men  in 
this  war ;  but  they  are  all  picked 
men,  whom  it  is  impoffible  to  re¬ 
place.  The  brave  fellows  whom  I 
have  remaining,  fee  their  death  to 
be  inevitable,  in  the  midft  of  fuch 
continual  chances,  and  with  fuch 
an  inferiority  of  numbers.  Per¬ 
haps  the  fatal  moment  of  the  brave 
Augereau,  of  the  intrepid  Maffena, 
of  Berthier,  of  *  *  *  is  now  at 
hand ;  then  !  then  !  what  will  be¬ 
come  of  thefe  gallant  foldiers  ? 
This  idea  makes  me  cautious ;  I 
no  longer  dare  to  brave  death, 
which  would  be  a  caufe  of  difcou- 
ragement  and  misfortune  to  thofe 
who  are  the  objed  of  my  folicitude. 

<c  In  a  few  days  we  lhall  try  a 
laft  effort.  If  fortune  IhoulcL  fmile 
upon  us,  Mantua  will  be  taken, 
and  Italy  with  it.  Reinforced  by 
my  befieging  army,  there  is  no¬ 
thing  which  I  cannot  attempt. 
If  I  had  received  the  eighty-fourth, 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  ftrong, 
men  known  by  the  army^  I  could 
have  anfwered  for  every  thing. 
Perhaps,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
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days,  forty  thoufand  men  will  not 
be  enough. ” 

From  the  cataftrophe  which  the 
general  dreaded,  the  republican 
army  was  faved  by  the  vidory  of 
Arcole,  the  repulfing  of  David¬ 
ovich  into  the  Trentine,  and,  above 
all,  by  the  unaccountable  inadion 
of  the  Auftrian  general,  Alvinzi ; 
who,  though  he  had  been  baffled  in 
his  firft  attempt,  was  ftill  at  the 
head  of  a  force  more  numerous 
than  that  of  his  antagonift.  But, 
though  fuccefs  crowned,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  ftruggles  of  the  French, 
the  redudion  of  Mantua  was  placed 
at  a  diftance,  by  the  circumftance 
of  the  garrifon  having  fucceeded  in 
obtaining  a  fupply  of  provifions; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  be- 
fiegers  were  weakened  by  the  re¬ 
cent  contefts.  The  French  army 
no  longer  flood  in  the  fame  para¬ 
mount  fituation  in  which  it  flood 
only  fix  weeks  before,  when,  in  all 
the  infolence  of  triumph,  the  Di¬ 
redory  ordered  Buonaparte  to  in¬ 
form  the  emperor,  that,  if  his  ma- 
jefty  did  not  immediately  fend  an 
ambaflador  to  Paris,  to  treat  for 
peace,  the  port  of  Triefte  ftiould 
be  deftroyed,  and  all  the  other  Auf¬ 
trian  eftablilhments  on  the  Adriatic 
be  irretrievably  ruined.  It  was 
become  prudent  to  hold  language 
of  a  lefs  haughty  and  infulting  na¬ 
ture. 

The  moderate  tone  of  the  letter, 
which  the  Diredory  now  addreffed 
to  that  fovereign,  contrails  ftrongly 
indeed  with  the  arrogance  of  its 
previous  mandate.  It  forms,  too, 
a  fcarcely  lefs  ftriking  contrail  with 
the  language  which,  at  the  fame 
period,  was  ufed  to  the  Britifh  am- 
baffador,  then  employed  in  nego¬ 
tiating  at  the  French  capital.  No 
other  proof  is  neceffary  of  the 
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deadiy  hatred  which  was  felt  againft 
the  Britifh  government  by  the 
rulers  of  France.  It  appears,  at 
this  moment,  to  have  been  their 
wifti  to  obtain  a  continental  peace, 
in  order  that  they  might  turn 
againft  England  their  undivided 
efforts. 

The  miffive  addreffed  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  and  the  inftruCiions  given  to 
General  Clarke,  who  was  chofen  as 
the  French  envoy,  place  in  fo  ftrong 
a  light  the  Machiavelian  policy  of 
the  French  directory,  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  palfed  over  with 
merely  a  tranfient  notice. 

(i  The  executive  directory,” 
faid  the  prefident  Barras,  “  cannot 
prefume  that  your  majefty  fees 
with  indifference  the  fufferings  by 
which  Europe  is  afflicted  ;  it  can¬ 
not  perfuade  itfelf  that  you  will 
refufe  to  feize  the  hope  which  it 
conceives,  and  which  it  holds  out 
to  you,  of  putting  an  end  at  length 
to  the  calamities  of  fo  long  and  fo 
difaftrous  a  war. 

t(  If  your  majefty  confiders  what 
have  been  the  refult  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  campaigns,  and  will  look 
forward  to  what  may  be  the  pro¬ 
bable  event  of  a  new  campaign, 
you  will  be  induced  to  conclude 
that,  even  on  the  moll  favourable 
fuppofition  for  yourfelf,  fuccefs 
will  be  at  leaft  balanced,  and  that, 
after  many  viciffitudes,  and  many 
alternations  of  advantages  and  re¬ 
veries,  the  ftate  of  affairs  will  not 
be  more  decided  than  it  is  at  this 
moment ;  fince  the  relative  fitua- 
tion  of  the  two  powers,  with  the 
exception  perhaps  of  fome  changes 
in  the  limits  of  the  theatre  of  war, 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  very 
little  different  from  what  it  now 
is.  The  blood  of  men  once  more 
fhed,  and  a  wafte  of  refources,  will 


then  be  the  only  fruit  which  your 
majefty  will  gain  from  frefh  at¬ 
tempts. 

<(  We  will  not  fpeak  of  the  in¬ 
fluence  which  the  allies  may  pro¬ 
duce  on  the  refult  of  this  cam¬ 
paign  ;  becaufe  your  majefty  knows 
that  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  who 
were  engaged  in  the  coalition  have 
adopted  the  happy  and  wife  plan  of 
becoming  neutral. 

(<  The  moment  is  then  arrived 
when  there  can  be  no  real  intereft 
in  running  any  further  rifks  ;  when 
a  fatal  quarrel,  if  protracted  any 
longer,  would  be  henceforth  with¬ 
out  an  objeCt;  when,  whatever 
may  befides  be  the  reciprocal  griev¬ 
ances  and  the  diverftty  of  political 
principles  of  the  two  governments, 
their  interefts  coincide  in  th's  one 
point,  that  every  thing  prefles  them 
to  come  to  a  good  underftanding, 
for  the  purpofe  of  alleviating  the 
miferies  of  the  people  and  reftoring 
peace. 

£<  The  executive  directory, 
therefore,  propofes  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty  that  peace  which  is  fo  necef- 
fary  ;  it  invites  you  to  accelerate, 
by  all  the  means  in  your  power, 
an  epoch  fo  deflred,  and  fo  impor¬ 
tant  to  the  whole  human  race. 

“  The  Directory,  neverthelefs, 
is  aware  that  a  folid  peace,  and 
fuch  as  may  be  fuitable  to  both  the 
powers,  can  only  be  the  refult  of  a 
negotiation  maturely  conducted,  and 
which  may  occafion  delays ;  fince 
good  faith  requires  that,  on  both 
fides,  the  allies  Ihould  be  invited 
to  take  a  part  in  it,  and  that  their 
refpeCtive  interefts  ftiould  be  pro¬ 
vided  for,  if  fuch  be  their  defire. 

<(  But,  during  this  interval, 
muft  blood  continue  to  flow  ;  and, 
if  it  be  poflible  to  flop  the  effufton 
of  it,  ought  we  not  to  believe  that 
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your  Majefty  will  eagerly  adopt 
the  means,  efpecially  if  it  can  be 
agreed  to  by  both  the  belligerent 
powers,  without  any  injury  to  the 
interefts,  or  even  to  the  preten- 
iions,  of  either  ? 

«  This  means  exifts ;  it  is  that 
of  a  jiatu  quo ,  or  general  armiftice 
between  the  parties. 

“  This  armiftice  is  the  more 
neceflary,  inafmuch  as,  indepen¬ 
dently  of  its  provifionally  putting 
a  ftop  to  ufelefs  hoftilities,  and  di- 
minifhing  reciprocal  exafperation, 
by  infpiring  all  hearts  with  hope, 
it  offers  the  advantage  of  facili¬ 
tating  and  haftening  the  conclufion 
of  peace,  by  preventing  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  thofe  chances  and  events 
which,  fometimes  favourable,  and 
fometimes  otherwife,  alternately 
raife  the  pretenfions  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  powers,  and  thus  make 
the  negotiation  inceflantly  vary, 
and  remove  the  completion  of  it  to 
a  greater  diftance. 

“  The  two  proportions,  then, 
which  the  Directory  makes  to  your 
majefty  are  the  following  : 

“  ift.  A  ftmultaneous  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms,  in  every  part  of  the 
theatre  of  war,  between  the  French 
and  the  Auftrian  troops. 

“  2d.  The  affembling  of  mi- 
nifters  plenipotentiary,  to  treat  of 
a  definitive  peace  between  the  two 
powers  and  their  refpeCtive  allies, 
in  cafe  the  latter  fhould  haften  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  invitation  to  tharpurpofe, 
which  fhall  be  addreffed  tothem. 

“  A  negotiation  is,  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  already  opened  between  the 
French  government  and  one  of 
your  principal  allies,  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  the  ftep  which 
the  executive  Directory  has  now 
taken,  with  refpeft  to  your  ma- 
jefty,  far  from  being  in  oppofition 


to  thefe  firft  overtures,  is  a  mani- 
feftation  of  its  ardent  defire  to  ac¬ 
celerate  the  effeCl  of  them,  to 
prefs  the  neceflary  union  of  the 
parties,  and  to  fufpend  from  this 
inftant  the  courfe  of  the  calamities 
arifing  from  the  war  between  the 
republic  and  your  majefty,  by  fet¬ 
tling  immediately  the  important 
provifional  meafure  of  the  propofed 
armiftice. 

((  We  addrefs  to  your  majefty 
thefe  propofitions  by  an  envoy, 
invefted  with  our  confidence,  and 
furnifhed  with  fufficient  inftruc- 
tions  and  powers  to  arrange  on  the 
fpot  both  the  mode  of  the  armif¬ 
tice,  and  the  place  and  manner  of 
meeting  of  the  plenipotentiaries.’* 

In  the  inftruCtkms  which  the 
Directory  gave  to  General  Clarke, 
profeflions  of  a  fincere  defire  for 
peace  were  not  fpared.  With  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  armiftice,  which  was 
the  immediate  objeCt  of  his  mif- 
fion,  he  was  ordered  to  ufe  all  his 
efforts  to  have  it  extended  to  the 
lateft  poflible  period.  It  was  not, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  be 
at  an  end  before  the  twentieth  of 
May,  1797,  or,  if  pradicable,  the 
nineteenth  of  June  ;  and  even  then 
it  was  not  to  be  annulled,  unlefs 
the  negotiations  were  clofed,  nor 
without  ten  or  fifteen  days  notice, 
if  not  a  month,  being  previoufly 
given  by  the  party  which  was  de- 
firous  of  re-commencing  hoftilities. 
He  was  to  refufe,  as  long  as  he  pru¬ 
dently  could,  to  agree  to  any  re- 
linquifhment  of  territory;  and  he 
was  at  all  hazards  to  infift  upon 
retaining  the  bridge  heads  of  Duf- 
feldorf  and  Kelil,  but,  in  cafe  of 
abfolute  neceflity,  he  was  authoriz¬ 
ed  to  give  up  thofe  of  Neuwied 
and  Huningen,  on  condition  that 
the  Auftrians  fhould  retire  from 
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the  bridge  head  of  Manheim,  and 
fhould  not  be  allowed  to  pafs  be¬ 
yond  the  fortifications  of  Mentz. 
Mantua,  if  not  already  in  the 
power  of  the  French,  was  to  be 
victualled  from  day  to  day  while 
the  armiftice  lafted,  and  the  limits 
to  be  afiigned  to  the  holtile  armies 
in  Italy  were  to  be  fixed  according 
to  the  data  which  Buonaparte 
fhould  furnifh.  Should  the  em¬ 
peror  be  anxious  to  include  the 
pope  in  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  his 
wifh  was  to  be  acceded  to,  pro¬ 
vided  that  his  holinefs  would  carry 
into  effeCt  the  articles  which  he 
formerly  figned.  The  laft  ftipula- 
tion  was,  that  his  imperial  ma- 
jefty  fhould  immediately  fend  to 
Bafil,  or  to  Paris,  plenipotentiaries 
to  treat  of  peace  with  thofe  of 
the  French  republic. 

Thefe  were,  however,  nothing 
more  than  mere  outlines  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  his  conduCt  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  bufinefs.  It  is 
in  the  detailed  expofition  of  the 
views  of  the  French  government, 
with  which  he  was  furnifhed  by 
Delacroix,  the  minifter  of  the  fo¬ 
reign  department,  that  we  are  to 
look  for  a  picture  of  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  republican  cabinet. 
General  Clarke  was  not  merely 
charged  with  the  obtaining  of  an 
armiftice  ;  his  mifiion  extended  to 
various  other  interefling  objeCts, 
on  the  fide  of  Italy.  Piedmont, 
Lombardy,  Venice,  and  the  Papal 
Hates,  were  recommended  to  his 
particular  attention.  Commiffioners 
were  at  that  moment  engaged  in 
fixing  the  line  of  frontier  between 
France  and  Piedmont,  and  he  was 
defired  to  imprefs  on  their  minds 
the  importance  of  contriving  to 
fecure  to  the  republic  all  the  mi¬ 
litary  polls  in  the  chain  of  the 
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Alps.  He  was  alfo  told  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  knowledge  of  the  difpofition 
of  the  Sardinian  monarch  towards 
France  ;  and  it  was  intimated  that 
it  would  be  advifable  to  evade,  if 
poffible,  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty 
of  alliance,  which  was  then  nego¬ 
tiating,  with  that  fovereign,  as 
fucli  a  treaty  might,  perhaps,  be 
ultimately  more  hurtful  than  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  republican  government. 

In  other  words,  France  was  anxi¬ 
ous  not  to  have  any  obflacles 
thrown  in  the  way  of  her  plan  of 
expelling  the  Sardinian  king  from 
his  continental  dominions,  when¬ 
ever  fhe  could  find,  or  make,  a 
convenient  opportunity.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  newly  revolutionized 
territories  of  Milan,  Modena,  Reg¬ 
gio,  Bologna,  and  Ferrara,  he  was 
coldly  inftrucled  to  enquire,  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  realiy  ripe  for  li¬ 
berty,  whether  they  could  defend 
themfelves  alone  or  with  French 
afliftance,  what  number  of  French 
troops  they  could  fubfidize,  what 
were  their  feelings  with  regard  to 
Auflria,  and  whether  they  would 
quietly  confent  to  return  under  its 
yoke  ?  The  defertion  of  them,  if 
required  by  circumftances,  was 
evidently  not  contemplated  with 
an  extreme  degree  of  relu&ance  by 
the  republican  minifter.  Some¬ 
thing  more  than  a  hint  was  given 
as  to  the  propriety  and  facility  of 
revolutionizing  the  Venetian  go¬ 
vernment,  and  he  was  called  upon 
to  communicate  his  remarks  on 
that  fubjedt.  As  to  the  Pope  and 
the  other  fovereigns  of  the  Italian 
peninfula,  who  lay  out  of  his  track, 
he  was  referred  to  the  general  of 
the  army  of  Italy  for  fuch  informa¬ 
tion  as  was  ncceffary  to  enable  him 
and  his  employers^to  form  a  clear 
idea  of  what  was  proper  to  be  done. 

Having  ’ 
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Having  thus  marked  out  the 
envoy’s  moral  and  political  line  of 
march  as  far  as  the  Auftrian  fron¬ 
tier,  the  minifter  thus  continued 
his  inftru&ions,  “  I  will  now  fup- 
pofe  you  arrived  at  Vienna,  ob. 
ferving  all  the  great  perfonages 
who  play  a  diftinguifhed  part  on 
that  theatre,  and  fketching  their 
portraits  with  a  pencil  equally  free 
and  correft.  Your  journey  will 
have  been  ufeful  enough,  even 
Ihould  the  refult  of  it  be  confined 
to  making  us  acquainted  with  the 
paflions  which  animate  them,  and 
the  means  of  turning  thofe  paflions 
to  the  profit  of  the  French  re¬ 
public  and  of  humanity. 

u  Without  being  fpecially  charg¬ 
ed  to  negotiate  a  peace,  you  may 
prepare  the  way  for  it,  in  the  con- 
verfations  which  you  will  have 
with  the  perfons  who  poflefs  the 
greateft  fhare  of  influence.  Indif- 
putably,  we  fhall  accomplifn  more 
eafily  the  objedl  of  concluding  a 
peace,  if  we  can  make  an  offer  of 
defirable  compenfations  to  Auftria. 
This  fyftem  of  compenfation  af¬ 
fords  room  for  a  multitude  of  com¬ 
binations,  which  you  may  lightly 
touch  upon  in  the  conferences,  to 
enable  you  to  form  a  judgment  as 
to  thofe  which  feem  to  be  moft  fa- 
tisfadiory.  Let  us  try  to  fketch 
out  the  chief  of  them  : 

“  i  ft.  To  reftore  to  Auftria 
that  which  fhe  poflefled  in  T^aly  ; 
to  give  her  in  Germany  the  bi¬ 
shopric  of  Saltzburgh,  the  diftridt 
of  Berchtoldfgaben,  the  bifhopric 
of  Paflfau,  with  the  exception  of 
the  city  of  that  name,  the  upper 

Palatinate  as  far  as  the  Naab  ;  and 

indemnify  the  eledlor  palatine  to¬ 
wards  the  Rhine.  This  is  doubu 
Jefs  the  eafieft  plan,  and  that  which 
would  be  moft  pleafing  to  the  houfe 
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of  Auftria  and  to  all  Germany  ; 
but  it  would  facrifice  our  new 
friends  in  Italy  ;  and  thus  deprive 
us  of  the  advantages  which  we 
have  a  right  to  expedl  to  draw 
from  that  beautiful  country,  in  cafe 
we  can  fucceed  in  withdrawing  it 
from  the  Auftrian  influence. 

2d.  To  modify  the  firft  fcheme, 
by  fubftituting  in  place  of  the 
Milanefe  a  part  of  the  Papal  ftates, 
Romagna,  the  march  of  Ancona, 
the  duchy  of  Urbino;  to  transfer 
the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany  to 
Rome,  give  him  the  remainder  of 
the  Papal  ftates,  referve  to  him  the 
Siennefe,  and  confent  to  name  him 
king  of  Rome ;  give  Florence  to 
the  duke  of  Parma,  bring  about 
an  exchange  of  a  part  of  his  ftates 
with  Sardinia,  referve  for  ourfelves 
the  ifland  of  Elba,  for  which  the 
king  of  Naples  fhall  be  indemni¬ 
fied  by  Benevento,  Ponte  Corvo 
and  the  march  of  Fermo ;  fecure 
to  ourfelves  in  America  a  payment 
for  what  we  allow  to  be  taken  in 
Italy. 

“  3d.  To  cede  to  Auftria,  Ba¬ 
varia,  the  upper  Palatinate,  Salz- 
burgh,  Paffau,  and  other  ecclefi- 
aftical  fovereignties  which  are 
fituated  within  their  limits,  on 
condition  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
fhall  renounce  all  that  it  pofieflfes 
to  the  fouth  of  the  chain  of  the 
Alps,  fhall  indemnify  the  duke  of 
Modena,  and  provide  an  apanage 
for  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany  ; 
to  give  to  the  ele&or  palatine  the 
ftates  of  the  Pope,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  march  of  Fermo,  of 
Benevento,  Ponto  Corvo,  Bologna, 
and  Ferrara ;  add  to  this  the  Si¬ 
ennefe,  and  give  him  the  title  of 
king  of  the  Romans.  This  pro- 
jedl  would  be  very  agreeable  to 
Italy,  and  would  fecure  our  in- 

terefh 


288]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1 797. 


terefts  there,  but  it  might  difpleafe 
Germany.  The  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  the  adoption  of  it  would  be  to 
find  for  the  king  of  Pruffia  an  am¬ 
ple  indemnification.  He  being  fa- 
tisfied,  all  the  reft  would  be  re¬ 
duced  to  filence. 

“  4th.  To  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
that  which  is  afligned  to  it  in  the 
preceding  article  ;  arrange  refpedt- 
ing  the  grand  duke  and  the  Italian 
ftates  as  in  the  fecond  article;  pro¬ 
cure  to  the  elector  palatine  the  cef- 
fion  of  the  Auftrian  part  of  Poland, 
and  make  it  ferve  as  a  rallying 
point  for  the  reftoration  of  that 
ftate ;  preferve  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia  the  largeft  portion  of  that 
which  he  has  acquired  there.  It 
is  very  doubtful  whether  Auftria 
would  lend  itfelf  to  this  project ; 
its  alliance  with  Ruffia  and  its  an¬ 
tipathy  to  Pruffia,  feem  to  be  in- 
furmountable  obftacles. 

“There  are  a  multitude  of  other 
combinations  which  you  can  form 
better  than  I  can.  Thefe  will  fuf- 
fice  to  found  the  bufiness,  and  to 
afford  the  minifters  and  thofe  who 
are  about  them  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  themfelves,  and  unfold¬ 
ing  their  fentiments  on  this  head. 

“  The  capital  point  which  you 
are  to  ftrive  to  carry,  is,  to  per- 
fuade  Auftria  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  pretended  advantage  which 
England  holds  out  to  her  on  the 
fcore  of  compenfations,  this  latter 
power,  which  has  interefts  quite 
oppofite  to  her’s,  can  only  impede 
the  progress  of  the  negociations  ; 
and  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria  will 
obtain  more,  and  with  greater 
fpeed,  by  treating  feparately  with 
the  republic. 

(C  In  returning  from  Vienna  you 
will  have  the  opportunity  of  feeing 
feveral  of  the  German  princes  and 


their  minifters.  They  are  terri¬ 
fied  at  the  ambition  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  and  the  inveteracy  which; 
it  manifefts  againft  all  thofe  who* 
have  fought  to  come  to  a  good 
underftanding  with  the  republic. 
They  will  perhaps  be  uneafy  re- 
fpedling  the  confequences  which 
may  arise  from  the  propofition  of 
an  armiftice  ;  it  will,  however,  be 
eafy  to  make  them  underftand  that 
even  their  own  intereft  dictates 
fuch  a  meafure,  that  it  gives  them 
time  to  unite  and  to  combine  the 
means  of  breaking  the  odious  yoke 
which  is  endeavoured  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  them,  and  that  it  alfo 
gives  time  to  the  republic  to  reftore 
a  fevere  difcipline  in  its  armies,  and 
to  prepare  the  means  of  an  attack 
more  vigorous  than  the  preceding 
ones,  and  which,  if  they  will  but 
fecond  it,  will  be  the  laft.*' 

The  reflections  which  this  docu¬ 
ment  is  calculated  to  excite  are 
certainly  not  favourable  to  repub¬ 
lican  moderation  and  good  faith. 
The  claufe  which  relates  to  Eng¬ 
land,  lhews  how  deeply  the  Direc¬ 
tory  had  it  at  heart  to  feparate 
that  power  from  its  allies  ;  doubt- 
lefs  in  the  fallacious  hope  that  it 
would  be  unable,  fingle-handed,  to 
contend  with  France.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  these  inftructions  were 
drawn  up,  lord  Malmefbury,  as  we. 
have  before  ftated,  was  at  Paris, 
and  the  ftudied  neglect  and  infulr- 
with  which  he  wras  treated,  formed 
an  admirable  comment  on  the  text 
of  M.  Delacroix’s  injunction  to 
general  Clarke.  The  expedition 
againft  Ireland,  under  the  conduct 
of  Hoche,  was  then  preparing  to 
fail,  and  the  republican  rulers  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  indulged  in  fuch  mag¬ 
nificent  expectations  of  the  refult 
of  its  efforts,  that  they  probably 
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thought  it  quite  tmneceflary  to  ob» 
ferve  the  common  rules  of  decorum 
towards  a  government  which  they 
fuppofed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  its 
difgrace,  and,  perhaps,  of  its  fall. 

General  Clarke  arrived  in  Italy 
about  the  commencement  of  De¬ 
cember,  and  he  loft  no  time  in  dif- 
patching  a  courier  to  general  AL 
vinzi,  with  a  letter  to  his  impe¬ 
rial  majesty.  The  emperor,  in 
reply,  declared  his  willingnefs  to 
hften  to  the  propofitions  of  the 
Diredory  ;  and  he  accordingly  ap¬ 
pointed  Baron  de  Vincent  to  confer 
with  the  French  negociator.  Vi¬ 
cenza  was  the  place  which  he  fixed 
on  for  their  holding  their  confe¬ 
rences.  It  was  not,  however,  till 
early  in  January  that  they  had  their 
firft  meeting.  By  the  emperor  ef- 
tabliftiing  the  feat  of  the  negoci- 
ation  at  a  diftance  from  his  capital, 
the  French  were  prevented  from 
putting  into  practice  thofe  in¬ 
trigues  upon  the  effed  of  which 
they  placed  fome  reliance  ;  and, 
difappointed  as  they  were  by  this 
condud,  they  naturally  drew  from 
it  an  unfavourable  omen. 

One  of  the  raoft  formidable  of 
the  opponents  to  the  conciufion  of 
an  immediate  armiftice  was  Buo¬ 
naparte  himfelf.  He  had  fucceed- 
ed  in  repulfing  the  enemy,  he  was 
receiving  reinforcements,  and  was 
promifed  others  ftill  more  nume¬ 
rous,  his  recent  fears  were  diddl¬ 
ed,  his  hopes  were  re-animated, 
and  he  confidered  the  granting  of  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms  as  a  bar  to  his 
progrefs  in  the  career  of  conqueft 
and  of  plunder.  He,  therefore, 
oppofed  it  with  all  of  argument 
and  of  influence  that  he  could  bring 
into  play,  and  he  returned  to  the 
charge  at  every  poflibie  opportu¬ 
nity.  In  his  opinion  it  was  in* 
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difpenfably  necefiary  to  wait  till 
Mantua  had  fallen.  To  defift 
from  hoftilities  before  that  period, 
would,  he  contended,  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  confequences  of  the  moft 
prejudicial  kind.  “  If  we  are 
maftersof  Mantua,”  laid  he,  “  they 
will  think  themfelves  fortunate  in 
being  only  called  upon  to  allow  us 
to  extend  our  limits  to  the  Rhine. 
Rome  is  not  in  a  ftate  of  truce  with 
the  French  republic,  it  is  at  war, 
it  will  not  pay  the  contribution 
which  has  been  impofed  on  it ;  no¬ 
thing  but  the  capture  of  Mantua 
can  induce  it  to  alter  its  fyftem. 

By  the  armiftice  then,  we  fhall 
lofe, 

1.  Mantua  till  May,  and,  at  that 
epoch,  whatever  agreement  may 
have  been  made  on  this  head,  we 
fhall  find  that  it  has  been  fully  pro- 
vifioned  ;  and  the  fultrinefs  of  the 
feafon  will  render  it  impregnable  at 
the  time  when  the  armiftice  termi* 
nates. 

2.  The  emperor,  being  nearer 
at  hand,  and  having  more  means 
of  recruiting,  will  have  in  May  an 
army  more  numerous  than  ours  ; 
for  take  what  precautions  we  will, 
as  foon  as  fighting  is  over,  every 
body  will  depart.  Ten  or  fifteen 
days  reft  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  army  of  Italy,  three  months 
would  ruin  it. 

3.  Lombardy  is  exhaufted  ;  we 
have  no  other  means  of  fupporting 
the  army  than  with  the  money  of 
the  Pope  or  of  Triefte.  We  fhall 
be  in  a  very  embarrafling  fituanon 
at  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
on  the  clofe  of  the  armiftice. 

4.  Mailers  of  Mantua,  we  Ihall 
be  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  not  to  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  comprehend  the  Pope  in  the 
armiftice  ;  the  army  of  Italy  will 
have  acquired  fuch  a  preponde- 

[D]  ramre 


290]  ANNUAL  REC 

ranee  that,  at  Vienna,  they  will 
think  themfelves  lucky  to  be  able 
to  retain  it  inactive  for  fome 
months. 

5.  If,  after  the  armiftice,  we 
mull  enter  upon  a  new  campaign, 
the  armiftice  will  be  very  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  us ;  if  there  muft  be  an  ar¬ 
miftice  as  a  preliminary  to  a  peace, 
it  ought  not  to  be  made  till  after 
the  capture  of  Mantua  ;« there  will 
then  be  a  double  chance  for  its  be¬ 
ing  good  and  profitable. 

6.  To  conclude  an  armiftice  at 
this  moment  is  to  deprive  our- 
felves  of  the  means  and  probabili¬ 
ties  of  obtaining  a  good  peace  in 
the  courfeof  a  month. 

(s  The  refult  of  all  this  is,  that 
we  ought  to  wait  for  the  furrender 
of  Mantua,  and  to  reinforce  this 
army  as  much  as  poflible,  in  order 
that  we  may  procure  money  to 
carry  on  the  approaching  campaign, 
not  only  in  Italy,  but  alfo  on  the 
Rhine ;  and  that  we  may  aifurne 
effenftve  operations  in  a  mannei 
fo  determined,  and  fo  alarming  to 
the  emperor,  that  a  peace  may  be 
obtained  without  difficulty,  and 
with  glory,  honour,  and  profit. 

If  the  army  of  Italy  be  rein¬ 
forced  with  twenty  thoufand  men, 
including  the  ten  thoufand  which 
are  announced  as  coming  from  the 
Rhine,  and  with  fifteen  hundred 
cavalry,  we  may  promife,  before 
the  month  of  April,  thirty  mil¬ 
lions  of  livres  for  the  fervice  of 
the  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  cf  the 
Sambre  and  Meufe,  and  oblige  the 
emperor  to  bend  all  his  efforts  on 
the  lide  of  Friuli. >9 

The  brilliant  profped  which 
was  thus  held  up  to  viewT,  of  feed¬ 
ing  war  by  the  means  of  pillage, 
did  not  alter  the  opinion  of  gene¬ 
ral  Clarke,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
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concluding  an  armiftice,  with  as 
little  delay  aspoffible.  He  urged  that, 
even  under  the  moft  favourable  cir- 
cumftances,  a  month  at  leaft  muft: 
elapfe  before  Mantua,  though  me¬ 
naced  with  a  bombardment,  could 
be  expeded  to  furrender  ;  and  that 
it  was  by  no  means  certain  that 
the  Auftrian  army  might  not,  as  it 
had  once  before  done,  compel  the 
republicans  to  raife  the  blockade. 
The  idea  that  provifions  for  two 
months  would  be  accumulated  in 
that  fortrefs,  while  the  fufpenfton 
of  arms  exifted,  he  confidered  as  a 
chimerical  one ;  and  he  believed 
that  at  the  end  of  the  truce  the 
garrifon  would  be  comparatively 
much  weaker  than  it  now  was,  as 
ficknefs  would  undoubtedly  make 
greater  ravages  among  it  than 
among  the  invefting  army.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  conteft  at  the  prefent 
moment  was  to  put  much  to  ha¬ 
zard  ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the 
armiftice  would  leave  the  French 
in  quiet  pofTeffion  of  Italy  for  six 
months,  during  which  time  they 
might  gain  new  friends  who  would 
take  up  arms  in  their  behalf. 
Strengthened,  too,  by  a  part  of 
the  troops  from  the  Rhine,  the 
army  of  Italy  might  then  re¬ 
commence  hoftil ities  with  the  well- 
grounded  hope  of  fplendid  fuccess. 
Or,  by  refuftng  its  confent  to  a 
rupture  of  the  armiftice,  the  Di¬ 
redory  might  likewife,  if  it 
pleafed,  acquire  the  fignai  advan¬ 
tage  of  throwing  upon  his  imperial 
majefty  the  odium  of  being  the 
caufe  that  the  war  was  continued, 
in  which  cafe,  it  would  have  with 
it  the  voice  of  the  people.  Befides, 
there  was  reafon  to  exped,  ftiould 
the  emperor  continue  obftinate, 
that  an  armed  rfeutraHty  would  be 
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formed  in  Germany  ;  a  circdmfiahce 
which  could  not  fad  to  prove  em- 
barrafiing  to  him,  and  beneficial 
to  France. 

As  to  the  Papal  power,  general 
Clarke  owned  that  the  annihila¬ 
tion  of  it  in  1793  would  have 
been  an  excellent  meafure;  but  he 
ingenuoufiy  confefied  that  the  time 
was  gone  by  for  performing  fuch 
an  operation  with  fafety.  He  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  attempt  would  unite 
the  Catholic  fovereigns  round  the 
Pope,  and  render  them  the  irre¬ 
concilable  enemies  of  the  republic. 
Nor  was  this  his  onlv  or  his  moll 

J 

cogent  reafon  for  Chewing  lenity  to 
the  Pontiff.  ((  We  have/*  fa  id 
he,  ff  mifcarried  in  our  religious 
revolution.  France  is  become 
Roman  Catholic  again ;  and  we 
perhaps  touch  upon  the  moment 
when  we  fhall  have  need  of  the 
Pope  himfelf,  in  order  to  procure 
for  onr  revolution  the  fupport  of 
the  priePs,  and  conlequently  of 
the  peafantry,  over  whom  they 
have fucceeded  in  recovering  their 
authority.  Would  not  overthrow¬ 
ing  Him  now,  be  to  expofe  ouf- 
felves  to  the  rifle  of  feparating  for 
ever  from  our  government  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  Frenchmen,  who  fubmit  to 
his  holinefs,  and  whom  he  may 
rally  round  him  ¥’  In  making 
thefe  obfervations,  it  is  probable 
that  the  weftern  provinces^ of 
France  were  more  particularly  al¬ 
luded  to  by  the  wily  negotiator. 

But  his  Pronged:  argument  in 
behalf  of  the  Pep  which  he  was 
commiffioned  to  take,  was  drawn 
from  the  internal  condition  of  the 
republic.  The  picture  is  a  Pri'k- 
ingone,  and  merits  to  be  preferv- 
Fd,  as  evidence  of  the  folly  of  thofe 
who,  'inueaq  of  draining  every 
der.ve  for  the  con  ted,  and  calling 


forth  all  their  refources,  flackened 
in  their  efforts  at  the  critical  pe¬ 
riod  when  the  enemy  was  finking 
under  the  languor  occafioned  by 
his  own  convulfive  druggies. 
“  What  is,’’  faid  he,  ts  our  fitua- 
tion  at  the  moment  in  which  I 
write  ?  Through  every  part  of 
the  republic  there  is  felt  a  weari- 
nefs  of  the  war.  The  people  ar¬ 
dently  wiPi  for  peace,  the  armies 
loudly  murmur  that  it  is  not  made  ; 
that  of  Italy,  and  even  the  braved 
of  it,  talk  of  and  defire  peace.  The 
legidative  body  wills  it,  and  it 
may  be  faid  commands  it,  no  mat¬ 
ter  on  what  conditions.  Its  re¬ 
peated  refufals  to  furnifh  the  Di¬ 
rectory  with  funds  for  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  war,  are  the  proof  of 
this.  Your  finances  are  in  a  Pate 
of  nullity  ;  agriculture  claims,  or 
feduces,  or  recalls  home  thofe 
hands  which  Pie  fent  forth  to  pro¬ 
tect  her  abroad  ;  the  war  will 
fpread,  every  day,  an  aimod  uni- 
verfal  immorality,  which  may,  in 
the  end,  overthrow  the  republic  ; 
in  fiiort,  all  parties  are  haraffed, 
and  with  for  the  end  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  ;  and  if  our  Pate  of  internal 
mifery  Piould  continue,  the  people, 
worn  out,  and  not  finding  their  hap- 
pinefs  in  things  as  they  are,  will 
feek  it  in  another  order  of  things, 
which  will  give  birth  to  new  revo¬ 
lutions,  and  thus  we  fhall,  for 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  be  expofed 
to  ail  the  fcourges  which  fuck 
(hocks  produce. 

(l  During  this  winter,  whether  we 
fight,  or  whether  we  do  not,  a 
large  portion  of  our  foldiers  will 
return  to  their  homes,  which  no¬ 
thing  will  again  be  able  to  make 
them  quit ;  for,  in  c6nfequence  of 
the  want  of  money,  we  have  nei¬ 
ther  internal  police,  nor  gend-ar- 
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merle,  and  our  conftituted  authors 
ties  are  iar  from  being  all  of  them 
pure,  and  inacceffible  to  fedudion. 
Peace,  then,  is  neceffary  ;  and  to 
revive  the  enthufiafm  which  made 
us  victorious,  it  is  neceffary  that 
the  conclufion  of  peace  fhould  be 
retarded  by  our  enemies,  and  that 
not  a  perfon  in  France  lhould  re¬ 
main  unconvinced  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  was  defirous  of  a  reafon- 
able  peace,  and  that  it  has  been  re- 
fufed  from  motives  of  ambition,  or 
from  hatred  of  our  principles.** 

The  Directory  feems  to  have 
been  no  lefs  ftrongly  impreffed 
than  general  Clarke  was  with  the 
untoward  flare  of  affairs  in  France  ; 
and,  accordingly,  notwithftanding 
the  remonftrances  of  Buonaparte, 
though  it  made  great  exertions 
to  ftrengthen  his  army,  it  per- 
fifted  in  its  projed  of  obtain¬ 
ing  an  armiftice.  Nor  did  its 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs  fcruple, 
once  more,  to  declare,  that  the 
fcheme  of  giving  freedom  to  the 
north  of  Italy  ought  not  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  throw  any  obftacles  in  the 
way  of  concluding  a  treaty.  He 
fpoke,  indeed,  in  the  moft  con¬ 
temptuous  manner  of  the  Italians  ; 
defcribin^  them  as  men  who  were 
((  quite  deftitute  of  energy,  the 
fla  ves  of  the  moft  degrading  pre¬ 
judices,  and  who  would  act  wretch¬ 
edly  the  part  of  a  free  people." * 
The  puppets,  it  appears,  had  ferv- 
ed  the  turn  of  their  French  mafters, 
and  might  now  be  refigned  to 
their  original  obfcurity. 

In  the  difpatch  which  contains 
this  flattering  character  of  the 
Italians,  and  which  is  dated  the 
thirtieth  of  December,  the  minif¬ 
ter  expreffes  his  hopes  that  exist¬ 
ing  cireumftances  will  induce  the 
emperor  at  length  to  lend  a  fa¬ 


vourable  ear  to  the  republican 
overtures,  though  at  firft  he  may 
liften  with  reludance.  Some  of 
the  cireumftances  on  which  he 
grounds  his  hopes,  prove,  if 
true,  how  adive  in  their  intrigues 
were  the  agents  of  France.  If 
the  Ottoman  Porte  did  really  in- 
terpofe  in  favour  of  the  republic, 
the  debt  of  gratitude  which  France 
thus  contracted,  was  difeharged,  in 
the  following  year,  by  the  feizure 
of  Egypt  and  theinvafion  of  Syria. 
His  mention  of  the  expedition  to 
Ireland  cannot  but  excite  a  fmile. 
At  the  moment  when  every  thing 
prognofticated,  as  he  thought,  its 
fuccefs,  the  (battered  remains  of  it 
were  dealing  into  the  harbour  of 
Breft. 

“  Hhould  not  wonder,*’  fays  M. 
Delacroix,  “  if  the  court  of  Vienna 
were  to  refufe,  or  at  lead  delay 
much,  to  fend  you  the  neceffary 
paffports,  fo  clofely  drawn  and  fo 
ftrong  are  the  ties  which  conned  it 
with  the  court  of  London  ;  never- 
thelefs,  many  cireumftances  may 
combine  to  (hake  .  its  pride,  and 
that  fidelity  to  its  engagements  of 
which  it  makes  a  parade  :  the  de- 
feent  in  Ireland,  of  which  every 
thing,  up  to  the  prefent  period, 
prognofticates  the  fuccess  ;  the 
death  of  the  emprefs  of  Rufiia,  the 
pacific  difpofitions  of  her  fucceffor, 
his  leaning  towards  Pruflia,  and 
his  attachment  to  the  duke  ofWir- 
temberg,  whofe  aggrandizement 
depends  upon  us  ;  the  difeontent  of 
all  the  German  princes,  and  the 
defire  which  they  have  of  enlarg¬ 
ing  their  territories  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  princes  of  the  prieft9  ; 
the  menaces  of  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
which  demands  for  us  the  Rhine 
as  our  boundary,  and  which,  as 
Aubert  Dubayet  informs  me,  is 
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marching  its  troops  towards  the 
Danube,  to  fupport  the  mediation 
which  it  wifhes  to  undertake  be¬ 
tween  its  neighbour,  whom  it  does 
not  love,  and  its  old  friends. 
There  is  alfo  a  rumour  of  a  coali¬ 
tion  to  be  formed  in  Germany,  to 
compel  the  emperor  to  make  peace 
according  to  our  principles.  Ge¬ 
neral  Dubayet,  in  his  letter  of  the 
nineteenth  of  Brumaire  (9th  of 
November)  allures  me  that  the 
Porte  has  made  known  to  the  In¬ 
ternuncio,  in  a  firm  and  decided 
tone,  that,  in  taking  a  part  in  the 
treaty  between  the  emperor  and 
the  republic,  its  intention  is  that, 
as  a  preliminary,  he  fhould  cede 
entirely  and  without  reftriction  all 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  whe¬ 
ther  conquered  or  not,  evacuating 
immediately  Mentz,  Caffel,  and 
their  dependencies ;  that,  at  his 
inftance,  the  Porte  has  ordered 
the  pachas  of  Romelia  and  Bofnia 
to  fend  troops  on  different  points 
of  the  German  frontier,  in  the 
fame  time  that  it  has  railed  a  new 
levy  of  men  near  Belgrade,  to  in- 
creafe  the  garrifon  of  that  place  ; 
that  this  fervice  is  punctually  per¬ 
formed,  and  that,  in  conjunction 
with  the  declaration  of  the  Porte, 
he  doubts  not  that  it  will  operate 
as  a  powerful  diverfion.” 

Though  difappointed  in  the  ex¬ 
pectation  that  its  envoy  wouldxbe 
allowed  to  proceed  to  Vienna,  the 
Directory  did  not  defpair  of  ac- 
complifhing  its  purpofe  of  induc¬ 
ing  his  imperial  majefty  to  with¬ 
draw  from  the  conteft.  “  If,” 
faid  its  organ,  Barras,  on  the  fe- 
venth  of  January,  “  the  houfe  of 
Auflria  at  this  moment  joins 
to  thofe  ambitious  views  which 
have  always  characterized  it,  an 
exaCt  knowledge  of  the  general 
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tendency  of  Europe  towards  poli¬ 
tical  innovations,  more  or  lefs  ana¬ 
logous  to  thofe  which  France  has 
undergone,  it  will  feel  that  its  fyf- 
tem  of  preponderance,  which  is 
now  founded  on  the  Germanic  con- 
flitution,  (lands  in  need  of  another 
fupport.  That  fupport  is  offered 
in  the  plan  of  pacification  which 
we  propofe,  and  circumflances  can 
never  be  more  favourable  than  they 
noware  to  render  that  plan  fatisfac- 
tory  both  to  the  people  and  to 
their  governments,  and  to  fecure 
the  permanency  of  its  effeds.*' 

The  Auflrian  cabinet,  at-  the 
outfet  of  the  bufinefs,  offered  to 
confent  to  a  partial  fufpenfion  of 
arms.  This,  however,  was  not 
agreed  to  by  the  French  envoy, 
on  the  very  folid  ground  that  it 
would  operate  wholly  to  the  dis¬ 
advantage  of  the  republican  armies. 
His  conduCl  was  approved  of  by 
his  employers,  who  confidered  Kehl 
as' already  loft,  and  Mantua  as  on 
the  point  of  falling  into  their 
hands ;  and  who  knew  that,  till 
they  were  mailers  of  the  latter 
fortrefs,  no  attempt  could  prudent¬ 
ly  be  made  to  compel  the  Sove¬ 
reign  Pontiff  to  purchafe  a  peace 
on  onerous  terms.  But,  fo  much 
had  they  it  at  heart  to  obtain  a 
large  portion  of  the  Papal  treafures 
that  their  envoy  was  again  peremp¬ 
torily  inftruded  not  to  admit  his 
holinefs  to  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
jeded  armiftice,  unlefs  he  execut¬ 
ed,  on  the  fpot,  the  conditions  of 
that  which  he  had  formerly  been 
forced  to  fign. 

The  Diredory  now  difcovered 
that,  if  Auflria  fincerely  wifhed  for 
peace,  it  would  be  as  eafy  to  fettle 
the  bafes  of  a  treaty,  and  to  con¬ 
clude  the  preliminaries,  as  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  an  armiftice,  and  would  be 

[T  3]  more 


294 J  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


more  beneficial.  A  (fling  on  this 
new  fyfte m,  it  accordingly  furnifh* 
ed  its  envoy  with  the  neceffary 
powers  and  inftru&ions.  He  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  cautioned  to  re¬ 
member  that  the  formidable  fuc- 
cours,  which  were  marching  to 
join  the  army  of  Italy,  ought  to 
be  confidered  in  balancing  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  France  with 
thofe  of  the  emperor.  His  in- 
ftru£lions  form,  in  many  refpedls, 
an  important  document  :  and  there¬ 
fore,  as  they  cannot  now  have  a 
place  among  the  Hate  papers  of  the 
year,  we  will  infert  them  here,  in 
the  words  of  the  authors. 

“  To  enable  you  to  carry  on 
the  negotiation,  either  with  M. 
Gherardini,  or  with  any  other  mi¬ 
ni  Her  or  agent  of  the  emperor,  the 
Directory  will  proceed  to  point 
out  to  you  the  conditions  to  which 
you  arc  authorized  to  confent,  and 
from  which  it  is  of  opinion  that  it 
ought  not  to  recede. 

“The  firft  and  the moft  effential, 
to  which  the  Directory  is  bound  by 
the  exifting  laws,  is  the  ceffion 
and  relinquifhing,  by  the  emperor 
and  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  of  the 
Auftrian  low  countries,  the  duchy 
of  Luxemburg!},  and  all  that  it 
poffeffes  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine, 

“  You  are  acquainted  with  the 
motives  which  ought  to  render 
this  facrifice  lefs  painful.  This 
territory  has  for  two  centuries 
"been  a  fource  of  perpetually  renew¬ 
ed  wars  between  France  and  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  and  the  greateft 
obftacle  to  the  fincerity  of  their 
amicable  communications.  The 
reftitution  of  his  Italian  dominions 
will  offer  him  a  very  advantageous 
compenfation.  He  will  find  a  fe- 
cond  in  the  richeft  provinces  of 
Poland,  which,  being  in  immedi¬ 


ate  conta6l  with  the  body  of  his 
ancient  dates,  have  added  to  his 
ftrength,  while  the  diftant  provinces^ 
which  he  is  called  upon  to  refign, 
only  ferve  to  exhauft  his  refources 
by  the  frequent  wars  of  which  they 
are  the  caufe. 

“  The  fecond  condition,  on 
which  the  Directory  equally  in¬ 
fills,  is  that  the  emperor,  as  well 
in  that  capacity  as  in  that  of  the 
head  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  fhall 
not  oppofe  France  remaining  in 
poffeffion  of  the  property  and  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  above-mentioned 
countries,  and  of  all  thofe  which 
have  been  ceded  by  actually  exift- 
ing  treaties,  or  united  by  the  laws 
and  the  conftitution,  and  likewife 
of  all  the  territorial  domains  in 
them  belonging  to  princes  of  the 
Germanic  empire. 

“You  are  aware  of  the  irrefifti- 
ble  influence  which  the  emperor 
exercifes  over  the  refolutions  of 
the  Diet  :  the  confent  of  both  is 
confidered,  in  Germany,  as  being 
neceffary  to  authorife  the  alienation 
of  any  part  of  the  German  empire. 
Independently  of  the  Auftrian  pof- 
feffions,  the  laws  and  treaties  have 
united  to  the  republican  territory 
feveral  diftridfcs  which  form  a  part 
of  the  empire,  fuch  as  Porentruy, 
Montbelliard,  the  bifhopric  of 
Liege,  the  abbeys  of  Stavelot  and 
Malmedy,  &c.  & c.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  neceffary,  in  order  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  peace  to  be  concluded  with 
the  empire,  that  the  emperor,  as 
fuch,  fhould  give  his  confent  to 
their  being  united. 

“  You  will  demand  that  the  em¬ 
peror  fhall  not  make  any  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  republic  preferving  the 
property  and  fovereignty  of  thofe 
portions  of  territory  belonging  to 
the  empire,  which  are  furrounded 
on  feveral  Tides  by,  or  wholly  en- 
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veloped  in,  either  the  old  frontiers 
of  France,  or  the  newly  united  de, 
partraents,  or  in  the  ceffions  which 
have  been  made  to  the  republic  by 
treaties.  This  claufe  is  requifite, 
to  give  regularity  to  the  frontier 
line,  to  facilitate  the  colleblion  of 
the  cuftom-houfe  duties,  and  to 
avoid  thefanguinary  difputes  which 
are  occalioned  by  the  mixture  of 
diftri&s  belonging  to  different 
governments. 

“  If  to  infill  on  inferting  regu¬ 
larly  in  the  treaty  the  declarations 
of  non-oppofmon,  which  are  the 
lubjedl  ol  the  preceding  articles, 
Ihould  be  likely  to  create  fome  dif¬ 
ficulty,  they  may  be  the  objeft  of 
a  fecret  article,  as  may  alfo  thofe 
which  the  emperor  may  demand 
from  us,  relative  to  the  indemnities 
which  he  expefts  to  obtain. 

<(  The  Directory  adds  to  the 
prefent  inllrusSHons  a  line  of  fron¬ 
tier  conformable  to  what  it  has 
preferibed  to  you.  You  will 
ftrongly  prefs  for  its  being  inferred 
in  the  preliminaries  which  you  are 
authorized  to  conclude.  If,  ne- 
verthelefs,  this  fliould  give  rife  to 

y  o 

any  delays  or  difficulties,  which 
however,  it  is  not  fuppofed  that  it 
will,  you  may  confine  yourfelf  to 
the  above  Hated  claufe,  referving 
the  right  of  returning,  in  the  de¬ 
finitive  treaty,  to  the  fubjedt  of 
the  demarcation. 

i(  By  various  treaties  concluded 
with  the  Palatine  houfe,  the  baili¬ 
wick  of  Guermefheim  is  to  be  unit¬ 
ed  to  France,  but  the  union  is 
to  be  deferred  till  after  the  de- 
ceafe  of  the  elector  Palatine.  You 
will  demand  that  the  emperor  fhall 
not  make  any  oppofition  to  the  re¬ 
public  entering  into  immediate 
poffeffion  of  the  whole  of  the  bai¬ 
liwick. 


iC  If  the  perfon  with  whom  you 
treat  Ihould  require  for  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  fome  indemnification  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  you 
Will,  as  much  as  poffible,  avoid  en¬ 
tering  upon  this  quefiion  ;  never- 
thelefs,  if  it  be  infilled  on,  you 
will  declare  that  the  republic  will 
not  oppofe  any  arrangements  which 
that  houfe  may  form  with  the 
princes  of  the  empire,  in  the  coun¬ 
try  iituated  on  the  right  of  the 
Rhine;  but  you  will  not  make  this 
declaration  till  you  can  no  longer 
avoid  doing  fo,  and  the  conclufion 
of  the  preliminaries  is  made  to  de¬ 
pend  on  it,  nor  without  the  empe¬ 
ror  equally  confenting  that  the  other 
princes,  who  have  fuftained  Ioffes, 
fhall  receive  fuitable  indemnifica¬ 
tions.  If  poffible  you  will  give 
nothing  more  than  a  verbal  affent. 

(<  You  know  that,  by  the  treaty 
of  the  Hague,  we  are  obliged  to 
comprehend  the  Batavian  republic 
in  the  treaties  which  we  conclude  : 
it  is,  therefore,  indifpenfable  that 
it  fhould  be  comprifed  in  our  treaty 
with  the  emperor,  as  it  has  been  in 
our  previous  treaties. 

((  You  will  alfo  require,  that 
the  emperor  fhall  exprefsly  con- 
fent,  and  fhall  ufe  his  good  offices, 
that  the  Stadtholder  may  obtain  in 
Germany,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  a  fuitable  indemnity ; 
but  this  article  may  remain  fecret 
till  a  definitive  peace. 

“  You  will  exprefsly  ftlpulate 
that  the  French  republic  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  to  occupy  and  enjoy,  on  the 
prefent  footing,  till  the  conclu- 
lion  of  a  definitive  peace  with  the 
emperor,  the  bridges  and  fortreffes 
dependent  on  the  German  empire, 
which  are  now  occupied  by  the 
French  troops. 

<(  As  to  the  evacuation  ol  tjie 

[T  4]  ftates 
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ftates  of  the  emperor  and  king  in 
Italy,  the  Diredory  charges  you 
to  concert  it  with  the  general  in 
chief,  Buonaparte,  to  whom  it  en¬ 
tirely  leaves  the  decifion  as  to  the 
mode  and  time  of  that  evacuation. 

“  Our  having  occupied  a  part  of 
Germany  and  Italy  has  neceftarily 
©ccafioned  the  fpreading  of  a  love 
of  liberty  in  thofe  countries.  A 
tolerably  confiderable  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  thofe  countries 
have  declared  in  favour  of  our 
principles  ;  to  this  they  have  been 
excited  by  our  example,  and  per¬ 
haps  by  the  dired  invitation  of  fame 
of  the  agents  of  our  government  : 
this  is  doubtlefs  not  a  fufficient 
motive  to  put  to  hazard  the  fafety 
and  interefts  of  the  republic,  by  the 
emancipation  of  the  country  in 
which  they  dwell ;  but  republican 
good  faith  requires  that  they 
fhould  not  be  the  vidims  of  their 
attachment  to  us,  and  the  fervices 
which  they  may  have  done  us. 
You  are,  therefore,  efpecially 
charged  to  ftipulate,  that  no  indi¬ 
vidual,  belonging  to  thofe  parts  of 
Germany  and  Italy  which  have 
been  occupied  by  the  republican 
troops,  fhall  be  called  to  account, 
or  receive  any  injury,  either  in 
jjerfon  or  property,  on  account  of 
his  civil,  political,  military,  or 
commercial  opinions  or  adions 
during  the  prefent  war. 

“  You  will  ftipulate  the  ceaftng 
of  all  hoftilities  immediately  on 
the  ratification  of  the  prelimina¬ 
ries,  and  confequently  the  recipro¬ 
cal  removal,  on  the  part  of  the  two 
con  trading  powers,  of  the  fequef- 
trations  which  may  have  been  laid 
by  either  of  them  on  the  goods 
and  rights  belonging  to  the  fub- 
jeds  of  the  other,  as  well  as  upon 
£he  public  eftablifhments  fituated 


in  their  refpedive  territories.  The 
French  republic  will  engage  to  pay 
whatever  annuities  or  fums  may  be 
due  on  funds  lent  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  fubjeds  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  rending  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  under  its  fway,  and  by  the 
public  eftablifhments  there  fituat¬ 
ed  ;  and  reciprocally  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  will  do  the  fame  with  re- 
fped  to  the  French  government, 
the  eftablifhments  and  citizens  do¬ 
miciliated  in  the  republican  de¬ 
partments,  and  in  the  territories 
newly  united. 

“  You  are  to  obferve,  that  all 
this  negotiation  muft  be  conduded, 
not  as  a  definitive  treaty,  but  as 
preliminaries  of  peace,  which  do 
not  require  to  be  ratified  by  the 
legi dative  body,  and  which  the 
Diredory  is  authorized  to  con¬ 
clude  of  its  own  authority.  You 
will  confequently  demand  that 
they  fhall  be  ratified  with  the 
leaft  poflible  delay,  which  you  will 
fettle  in  concert  with  his  agent. 
The  Diredory,  on  its  fide,  will 
ratify  them  within  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod.  You  will  accelerate  the  ra¬ 
tification  as  much  as  you  poflibly 
can. 

“  It  may  happen,  that  the  em¬ 
peror  will  be  unwilling  to  treat 
feparately  from  England  :  you  will 
demand  that  he  fhall  agree  to  the 
preliminaries  for  a  feparate  peace, 
and  you  are  authorized  to  accept 
his  mediation  for  our  peace  with 
England,  which  will  fecure  him 
from  being  expofed  to  any  re¬ 
proaches  on  the  part  of  his  ally'. 

u  Thefe  are  the  preliminaries 
which  you  will  propofe  in  the 
name  of  the  Diredory,  and  to 
which  you  will  definitively  ad¬ 
here.  You  will  ftep  out  of  the 
beaten  track  of  negotiation,  and, 
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as  Toon  as  you  are  certain  that  the 
perfon  chofen  to  treat  with  you  has 
full  powers  to  do  fo,  you  will 
frankly  difelofe  them  to  him,  and 
will  inform  him  that  the  Diredory 
will  not  recede  from  them. 

“  You  know  that  the  objed  of 
the  hereditary  ambition  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  is  Bavaria.  The 
Diredory  has  no  doubt  that  Auf¬ 
tria  will  demand  Bavaria  as  a  part 
of  its  indemnity.  You  may  allow 
it  to  be  underftood  that  the  direc¬ 
tory  will  not  oppofe  this  union, 
on  condition  that  fuitable  arrange¬ 
ments  are  made  in  favour  of  the 
republic  and  its  allies  ;  you  will 
not  however  admit  any  thing  re- 
fpeding  this  into  the  prelimina¬ 
ries  ;  but  leave  open  the  difcuffion 
of  this  objed;  till  the  conclufion  of 
a  definitive  treaty.” 

Such  were  the  terms  on  which 
republican  France  was  willing  to 
give  peace  to  the  continent.  That 
only  her  own  interefts  were  con- 
fulted  in  them,  and  that  they  were 
all  calculated  to  lay  the  ground¬ 
work  of  future  warfare,  is  abun¬ 
dantly  obvious.  The  negotiator 
was  inftructed  not  only  to  promife 
the  emperor  that  they  and  all  the 


proceedings  relative  to  the  treaty 
fhould  be  kept  from  the  public  eye, 
even  if  the  negotiation  were  bro¬ 
ken  off,  but  he  was  ftridly  en¬ 
joined  to  obferve  the  profoundefl 
fecrecy,  becaufe,  faid  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  ((  you  can  eafily  conceive, 
that  fhould  the  rumour  of  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  Italy  get  abroad,  with 
fome  appearance  of  truth  attached 
to  it,  the  moft  ferious  inconve¬ 
nience  to  us,  may,  perhaps,  be  the 
confequence.” 

The  negotiation,  however,  what¬ 
ever  hopes  were  built  upon  it, 
proved  to  be  abortive.  Auflria 
at  firft  feemed  difpofed  to  engage 
in  it  ferioufly,  and  is  even  faid  to 
have  in  confequence  evaded  fome 
overtures  for  an  alliance  which 
were  made  by  the  Pope.  But  this 
difpofition,  if  it  ever  exifted,  was 
foon  changed  ;  nor  did  even  the 
final  defeat  of  Alvinzi,  nor  the  cer¬ 
tainty  that  Mantua  muft  fall,  in¬ 
duce  the  Auftrian  cabinet  to  bend 
to  its  republican  enemy.  Before 
the  end  of  January,  the  fimular  of 
treating  was  put  an  end  to,  and  an 
appeal  to  the  fword  was  again 
made  with  redoubled  fury. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

\ 

C  onfequences  of  the  Abandonment  of  the  Mediterranean  by  the  Britifh  The 
Meafure  censured  by  Lord  Nelfon  and  by  Mr.  Burke .  Peace  recommended 
to  the  Neapolitan  Court  by  the  Britifh  Cabinet.  Intended  Treaty  between 
Naples  and  Rome ,  and  Military  Movements  of  the  combined  Force  of  the 
two  States.  Buonaparte  declares  that ,  unlefs  Peace  be  made  with  Na.. 
pies,  he  muft  have  an  additional  Reinforcement  of  twenty-five  thoufasid 
Men.  He  recommends  to  temporife  with  the  Roman  Court .  The  Directory 
declares  that  it  will  not  modify  the  offenfive  conditions  formerly  propofed  to 
the  Pope,  but  confents  to  adopt  the  temporifing  Syfiem.  It  fuddenly  changes 
its  Syfiem,  and  refolves  to  negotiate.  The  Change  fuppofed  to  be  the  Work 
of  Buonaparte .  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  M.  Cacault ,  claiming  the  Merit  of 
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hawing  infpired  the  Directory  with  pacific  Feelings.  Previous  Proceedings 
of  M.  Cacault  at  Rome .  He  labours  to  perfuade  the  Papal  Minijlry  of 
the  good  Intentions  of  his  Employers .  AnJ'wer  of  the  Cardinal ,  Secretary 
of  State.  Contradiction  in  the  Reafoning  of  M.  Cacault.  The  Court  of 
Rome  not  difpofed  to  avail  itfelf  of  the  newo  Overtures  made  by  the  Di¬ 
rectory.  Hopes  of  that  Court.  It  difpatches  an  Envoy  to  Vienna  to  folicit 
Aid  from  the  Aujlrian  Cabinet .  Abfurd  Demands  made  by  that  Cabinet. 
It  at  length  promises  to  ajjifi  the  Pope .  General  Colli  fent  to  command  his 
Army.  The  Directory,  irritated  by  the  Rejection  of  its  Advances }  deter¬ 
mines  to  defray ,  if  poffible,  the  Papal  Authority.  Curious  Letter  to  Buo¬ 
naparte  on  this  SubjeCl.  Buonaparte  refolves  to  attack  the  Roman  States. 
His  manfefo from  Bologna ,  announcing  the  Rupture  of  the  Armijiice.  He 
publijhes  a  Proclamation  denouncing  Vengeance  on  all  Tows  ns  and  Villages 
in  vuhich  the  Alarm-bell Jhall  be  rung.  A  Proclamation  of  another  kind , 
in  favour  of  the  expatriated  French  Brief  s.  Their  Subffence  fecured. 
His  mode  of  vindicating  this  Meafure  to  the  Directory.  He  writes  to  Car¬ 
dinal  Mattei  to  Jet  the  Pope  at  Eafe  with  RefpeCi  to  his  perfonal  Safety. 
Backward  State  of  the  Papal  Preparations  to  ref.fi  the  Invaders .  Want 
of  Energy  and  Wifdom  in  the  Court  of  Rome,  it  relies  upon  Sermons  and 
Proclamations.  Specimen  of  thcfe  Proclamations.  Buonaparte  commences 
his  March.  The  Papal  Army  attempts  to  make  a  Stand  on  the  River 
SeniOy  but  is  routed  vosth  confderable  Lofs.  The  Citizens  of  Faenza  fbut 
their  Gates ,  ring  the  Alarm-bell,  and  refolve  to  refifi.  The  French  Army 
break  open  the  G rites,  but  Buonaparte  [pares  the  Town.  He  harangues 
the  Monks  and  Briefs.  The  French  Army  purfues  its  March  towards 
Ancona.  Capture  of  twelve  hundred  Men  on  the  Heights  near  that 
Town.  Ancona  furrenders.  Large  Quantities  of  Canno?i  and  Arms  taken 
there.  A  Detachment  of  Cavalry  fent  to  feize  the  Tre  afire  of  the  Santa 
Casa ,  at  Lorctto.  A  Part  of  the  Freafure  conveyed  away  by  General 
Colli.  The  Relics  are  Jent  to  Paris  by  the  Commijfi oners  of  Arts.  Ludi¬ 
crous  Defcription  of  theiji.  The  French  crofs  the  Apennines ,  and  are  joined 
by  a  Divifon  from  Leghorn.  Confernation  in  Rome.  Cardinal  Mattei 
writes  to  Buonaparte  in  Behalf  of  the  Pope.  The  Court  of  _  Naples  alfo 
interferes.  Buonaparte  grants  five  Days  for  the  Arrival  of  a  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  the  Pope .  The  Pope  fends  four  Negotiators.  Threat  of  the 
French  General.  The  Treaty  is  Signed  at  Tolentino.  Conditions  of  it. 
They  are  in  fome  Points  lefs  ojfenfve  than  thofe  which  were  propofed  by  the 
D  ire  dory .  ReaJ'ons  that  induced  Buonaparte  to  difplay  fo  much  Modera¬ 
tion.  What  voere  his  firfi  Intentions.  The  Interference  of  the  King  of 
Naples  beneficial  to  the  Pope.  Sarcafical  Reply  of  the  French  General 
to  the  Neapolitan  Envoy.  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Diredory  on  the 
Subjed  of  the  Treaty.  A  complimentary  Letter  addref'ed  by  him  to  the 
Pope.  Hefets  off  to  join  his  Army  in  the  Venetian  States.  M.  Monge 
difpatched  by  him  to  compliment  the  little  Republic  oj'  San  Marino ,  and 
offer  an  Addition  of  Territory.  Wife  Reply  of  the  Government  of  San 
Marino.  The  French  General  confers  fome  Favours  on  that  Republic.  He 
orders  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Native  Place  of  Virgil  to  be  indemnified  for 
their  Loffes ,  and  a  Column  to  be  creded  in  Honour  of  the  Poet. 
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The  Papal  fovereign  was  the 
firft  vi&im  of  the  fall  of  Man- 
tua.  The  more  remote  caufe  of 
the  humiliation,  and  fubfequent 
ruin,  of  that  prince,  may,  how¬ 
ever,  be  traced  to  the  conduft  of 
the  Britifh  cabinet,  by  whofe  im¬ 
politic  and  cowardly  abandonment 
of  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  year 
1796,  the  fouthern  States  of  Italy 
were  deprived  of  that  fupport  which 
would,  perhaps,  have  at  leaft  ena¬ 
bled  them  to  limit  the  progrefs  of 
the  republican  arms.  This  ftep 
was  ftrongly  reprobated  by  the 
gallant  Nelfon.  “We  are  all,** 
faid  he  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote 
home,  “  preparing  to  leave  the 
Mediterranean,  a  meafure  which  I 
cannot  approve.  They  at  home  do 
not  know  what  this  fleet  is  capable 
of  performing ;  any  thing  and  every 
thing;  Much  as  I  fhall  rejoice  to 
fee  England,  I  lament  our  prefent 
orders  in  fack-cloth  and  afhes,  fo 
diihonourable  to  the  dignity  of 
England,  whofe  fleets  are  equal  to 
meet  the  world  in  arms  ;  and  of 
all  the  fleets  I  ever  faw,  I  never 
beheld  one  in  point  of  officers  and 
men  equal  to  Sir  John  Jervis’s,  who 
is  a  eommander-in-chief  able  to  lead 
them  to  glory.”  Mr.  Burke  was 
alfo  hoflile  to  this  ill-advifed  pro¬ 
ceeding. 

The  firft  confequence  of  the 
withdrawing  of  the  Britifh  fleet^ 
was  the  flgnature  of  a  treaty  with 
the  French  republic,  by  the  king 
of  Naples  ;  an  aft  which  is  aflerted 
to  have  been  recommended  to  him 
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by  the  Englilh  minifters.  While 
he  had  hoped  to  be  aided  by  the 
prefence  of  a  friendly  fquadron,  he 
had  opened  a  negotiation  with  the 
pope,  for  a  treaty  of  alliance,  in 
purfuance  of  which  he  fliould  fur- 
nilh  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
men,  to  be  joined  by  eight  thou¬ 
fand  of  the  Papal  troops.  This 
conjunct  force  was  intended  to  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  Po ;  a  movement  which 
could  not  have  failed  to  embarrafs 
Buonaparte,  and  would,  probably, 
even  had  the  combined  army  not 
ftruck  a  blow,  have  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  ferious  peril  to  him,  by 
compelling  him  to  weaken  his  line 
of  defence  in  fome  other  quarter. 

So  convinced  was  the  French 
general,  that  if  the  fouth  of  Italy 
were  arrayed  againfl  him,  his  fitua- 
tion  would  be  critical,  that  he 
ftrenuoufly  folicited  the  Dire&ory 
to  avert  the  danger.  Twenty 
thoufand  men  more  were,  he  de¬ 
clared,  already  wanted,  and  twen¬ 
ty-five  thoufand,  in  addition  to 
that  number,  muft  be  fent  to  him, 
if  war  were  perfifted  in  with  Na¬ 
ples  and  with  Rome.  “  Circum- 
ftanced  as  the  republic  is  at  pre¬ 
fent,”  faid  he,  “  I  do  not  believe 
that  you  can  at  once  carry  on  the 
war  againfl:  Naples  and  againfl  the 
emperor.  Peace  with  Naples  is  a 
matter  of  the  inoft  urgent  necef- 
fity.”  * 

With  refped  to  Rome,  he  hinted 
that  a  temporifing  fyftem  might  be 
purfued,  till  a  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  arrived  of  taking  vengeance  ; 


*  Ifc  is  a  dut7  which  we  owe  to  truth  to  ftate  that,  in  our  hiftory  of  the  campaign 
ot  1796  in  Italy,  the  force  commanded  by  Buonaparte  is  fomewbuit  over-rated.  Our 
eftimate  was  derived  from  the  belt  accounts  then  publiihed  ;  but  official  and  other 
documents,  which  have  Juice  been  given  to  the  public,  have  induced  us  to  believe 
that  the  Auftrians  were,  in  general,  at  leaft  equal  to  him  in  point  of  number,  and 
fume  times  fuperior.  A  larger  ffiare  of  merit  muft,  therefore,  be  allowed  to  his  con- 

dptt  in  the  campaign  ol  1796  $  a  larger  ftiare  of  demerit  muft  be  attributed  to  that 
of  his  antagonifts. 
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and  he  cenfured,  with  fomething 
of  afperity,  the  blundering  policy 
which,  by  driving  the  pope  to 
defpair,  had  compelled  him  to  Hand 
on  the  defenfive,  and  had  thus  de¬ 
prived  France  of  the  major  part  of 
the  rich  fruits  of  the  armiftice,  at 
the  moment  when  forbearance  for 
a  few  days  would  have  enabled  her 
to  fecure  them.  At  the  fame  time, 
he  did  not  fail  to  remind  the  French 
rulers,  that  Rome  was  (<  ftrong 
by  its  fanaticifm,”  and  that  “  its 
influence  was  incalculable.” 

Though,  by  the  figning  of  the 
treaty  between  Naples  and  France, 
the  Pope  was  deprived  of  an  ally 
upon  whofe  aid  he  had  built,  in  a 
great  degree,  his  hopes  of  fafety, 
the  time  was  not  yet  come  when 
the  republicans  could  make  him 
feel  all  the  weight  of  their  revenge. 
They  were  ftill  fully  engaged  in 
contending  with  the  Auftrians,  in 
the  north  eaft  of  Italy,  and  pru* 
dence  forbade  their  rilking,  by  any 
premature  movement  to  the  fouth, 
the  valuable  flake  for  which  they 
were  playing  in  the  oppofite  quar¬ 
ter.  The  Dire<Aory,  as  foon  as  it 
heard  that  its  haughty  and  humi¬ 
liating  articles  were  rejected  by 
his  Holinefs,  declared  to  Buona¬ 
parte  its  intention  not  to  modify 
them  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  as 
it  was  of  confequence  to  termi¬ 
nate  the  campaign  by  the  capture 
of  Mantua,  in  order  the  more  furely 
to  didate  the  law  in  fouthern  Italy, 
and  alfo  to  fecure  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  the  armiftice,”  it 
informed  him  that  it  had  direded 
its  envoy  at  Rome,  to  protrad  the 
negotiation  till  the  happy  moment 
arrived  when  peace  could  be  impe- 
rioufly  impofed  on  the  Pope,  or  his 
power  could  be  overthrown.  The 
latter  branch  of  the  alternative, 


and  not  peace  of  any  kind,  was 
eagerly  defired  by  the  head  of  the 
theo-philanthropic  feet,  La  Reveil- 
lere  Lepaux,  who  was  the  writer  of 
this  difpatch ;  and  he,  no  doubt, 
was  feverely  mortified  that  cir- 
cumftances  rendered  it  neceffary 
to  poftpone  the  fulfilment  of  his 
wifhes. 

The  fyftem  of  the  Diredory,  in 
this  refped,  feems,  however,  to 
have  undergone  all  at  once  a  con- 
fiderable  change ;  and  that  change 
appears  to  have  been  brought  about 
by  the  general  of  the  French  army 
in  Italy.  It  is  difficult  to  afeer- 
tain  the  real  feelings  of  Buonaparte 
towards  the  holy  fee ;  but  the 
weight  cf  evidence  rather  leans  to 
the  favourable  fide.  Though  he 
fometimes  fpoke  of  the  Papal  power 
in  the  language  of  contempt,  fome¬ 
times  in  that  of  anger,  and  fome¬ 
times  in  that  of  fevere  menace,  and 
though  he  certainly  was  willing  to 
curtail  it  exceedingly,  yet,  at  other 
times,  he  adopted  a  more  moderate 
and  even  a  friendly  tone,  and,  either 
from  policy,  or  from  pity,  expreff- 
ed  efteem  for  the  fovereign  pontiff, 
and  reludance  to  proceed  againft 
him  to  the  laft  extremities.  In  the 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  M.  Ca- 
cault,  the  French  envoy  at 
Rome,  to  announce  the  al-  Oct. 
teration  in  the  plan  of  the  28th, 
Diredory,  he  claimed  to 
himfelf,  and  apparently  with  juf- 
tice,  the  merit  of  having  been  the 
author  of  that  alteration.  “  De¬ 
firing,”  fays  he,  “  to  give  to  the 
pope  a  proof  of  my  wilh  to  fee  fo 
long  a  war  ended,  and  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  brought  to  a  clofe  by  which 
human  nature  is  afflided,  I  offer  to 
him  an  honourable  manner  of  fav- 
ing  his  honour  and  the  head  of  the 
church.  You  may  affure  him,  by 
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word  of  mouth,  that  I  always  dif- 
approved  of  the  treaty  which  was 
propofed  to  him,  and  efpecially  of 
the  mode  of  negotiating  5  and  that 
it  is  in  confequence  of  my  parti¬ 
cular  and  repeated  entreaties,  that 
the  Directory  has  charged  me  with 
the  talk  of  opening  the  way  to  a 
new  negotiation.  I  am  much  more 
ambitious  of  being  the  faviour  of 
the  Holy  See,  than  of  being  its 
deftroyer.  You  yourfelf  know 
that  our  principles  have  always 
been  the  fame  on  this  point ;  and, 
fmce  the  Diredory  has  entrufted 
me  with  unlimited  powers,  if 
they  are  difpofed  to  act  wifely  at 
Rome,  we  will  avail  ourfelves  of 
thofe  powers,  to  give  peace  to  that 
beautiful  part  of  the  globe,  and  to 
quiet  the  timorous  confciences  of 
many  people.”  If  this  were  de¬ 
ception,  it  muft  be  owned  that  de¬ 
ception  was  never  veiled  under  a 
more  fpecious  garb. 

M.  Cacault,  meanwhile,  ever 
fince  the  rejedion  of  the  fixty-four 
offenfive  articles,  had  been  doing 
his  beft  to  fecond  the  procaftinatory 
fyftem  of  his  employers,  and  to 
juftify  the  witty  definition  which 
Wootton  has  given  of  an  ambaf- 
fador,  that  he  is  a  man  fent  to  lie 
abroad  for  the  benefit  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  He  laboured  with  an  untir- 
able  perfeverance  to  convince  the^ 
Papal  government  that  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  Diredory  were  pacific, 
that  Auftria  and  Naples  were  the 
natural  enemies,  and  that  France 
was  the  natural  protedor,  of  the 
independence  of  the  Roman  terri¬ 
tory.  This  fage  and  difinterefted 
dodrine  he  poured  into  unwilling 
ears  ;  the  more  efpecially  as,  at  the 
fame  moment,  the  commiflioner  Sa- 
licetti,  who  was  ftill  at  Florence, 
was  holding  the  moll  violent  lan¬ 


guage  with  refped  to  the  Papal 
power.  In  a  conference  with  the 
cardinal  fee  ret  ary  of  if  ate,  he  al  fo 
urged  that  Buonaparte  was  well 
difpofed  towards  the  Pope,  and 
that  the  late  propofitions  of  peace, 
whatever  might  be  the  tenor  of 
them,  ought  not  to  be  confidered 
as  a  grievance  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  manifefto  recently  put  forth 
by  his  Holinefs,  and  his  refufal  to 
execute  the  conditions  of  the  ar- 
miftice,  afforded  to  France  a  legi¬ 
timate  caufe  of  complaint. 

It  was  not  difficult  to  overturn 
this  fophiftical  reafoning.  The 
cardinal  replied,  that  the  difmiffal 
of  the  Papal  envoy  from  Paris, 
and  the  articles  which  had  been 
propofed  at  Florence,  not  as  the 
bafis  of  a  negotiation,  but  as  a  law 
which  mij ft  be  fubmitted  to  with- 
out  hefitation,  clearly  proved  that 
the  Diredory  had  refolved  upon 

war,  and  even  upon  the  deftrudion 
of  the  Papal  authority.  It  was 
manifeft,  then,  that  the  court  of 
Rome  had  a  right  to  take  defenfive 
meafures,  no  other  than  which  had 
it  taken  ;  and  that  there  was  nei¬ 
ther  wifdom  nor  juftice  in  exped- 
ing  that  it  would  blindly  pay  to 
its  enemy  a  large  fum  of  money, 
which  certainly  would  be  employed 
in  the  accomplifhment  of  its  own 
ruin.  The  threats  thrown  out  by 
various  members  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  attempts  to  ex¬ 
cite  infurredion  in  Romagna,  were 
likewife  adduced  by  the  cardinal, 
as  indubitable  proofs  of  a  rancor- 
oufly  hoftile  fpirit. 

The  validity  of  thefe  argument® 

was,  in  fad,  admitted  by  M.  Ca¬ 
cault  himfelf.  In  his  difpatches  to 
the  French  general,  he  owned  that 
even  the  moft  rational  of  thofe  at 
Rome,  who  were  interefted  in  the 

ft  ability 

•  a 
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lability  of  its  government,  were 
convinced  by  the  obnoxious  treaty 
that  the  Directory  defigned  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  the  facerdotal  power  in  the 
Roman  ftates,  and  that  they  thought 
it  better  not  to  perifh  without,  at 
leaft,  offering  fome  refiftance  to  the 
completion  of  that  deftgn.  He 
owned,  too,  that  the  Pope  would 
undoubtedly  be  rejoiced  to  obtain 
a  peace  on  the  terms  of  the  armif- 
tice ;  but  that  he  did  not  wifh  to 
be  compelled  to  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion,  after  having  ftripped  himfelf 
of  a  fum  which  amounted  to  little 
fhort  of  a  million  fterling.  Nor 
did  M.  Cacault  difl'emble  that  the 
propofed  treaty  was  humiliating, 
revolting  to  the  feelings  and  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Holy  fee,  and,  in 
many  parts,  not  capable  of  being 
executed  without  infinite  difficulty 
and  embarraffment.  Yet,  with  a 
grofs  contradiction  or  confufion  of 
ideas,  he  inceffantly  accufed  the 
Pope  and  his  advifers  of  obftinacy 
and  folly,  becaufe  they  did  not 
haften  to  adopt  meafures  of  a  pa¬ 
cific  nature. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs 
previoufiy  to  the  receiving  of  Buo¬ 
naparte’s  letter  by  M.  Cacault. 
What  were  the  terms  on  which,  at 
the  interceffion  of  the  republican 
general,  the  Directory  was  content 
to  refpite  the  fall  of  the  Pontiff,  is 
not  known.  M.  Cacault  immedi¬ 
ately  intimated  to  the  Papal  mi- 
niftry  the  change  in  the  difpofition 
of  his  matters.  Buonaparte  him¬ 
felf  had,  a  little  while  before,  com- 
miffioned  Cardinal  Mattel  to  obtain 
an  interview  with  the  Pope,  and 
break  the  ground  for  a  renewal  of 
the  negotiation.  But  the  time  of 
fear  ahd  fubriiiffion  was  gone  by. 
When  the  change  took  place  in  the 
prbje&s  of  the  French  rulers,  there 


feems  no  longer  to  have  been  in 
the  Roman  cabinet  an  eagernefs  to 
treat.  It  felt  no  confidence  in  the 
fincerity  of  the  tardy  profefRons 
which  were  now  made  ;  it  doubt- 
lefs  knew  the  critical  fituation  of 
the  French  army,  and  hoped  that  a 
reverfe  of  fortune  was  at  hand  for 
that  horde  of  invaders ;  though 
Naples  had  figned  a  treaty,  fome- 
thing  was  even  yet  hoped  from  the 
policy  or  the  friendfhip  of  the 
Neapolitan  court ;  and  much  reli¬ 
ance  was  placed  on  the  vaft  exer¬ 
tions  which  his  imperial  majefty 
was  making,  to  recover  his  afcen- 
dancy  in  Italy.  On  the  falling  off 
of  the  Neapolitan  monarch  from 
his  engagements,  the  Pope  had  dis¬ 
patched  an  envoy  to  Vienna,  to 
folicit  affiftance ;  and  though  the 
Auftrian  miniftry,  with  an  abfurd 
and  miftimed  haughtinefs,  for  a 
while  treated  this  overture  with 
coldness,  complained  of  the  Pope 
for  having,  without  the  emperor’s 
confent,  fought  an  alliance  with 
Naples,  and  is  even  faid  to  have 
been  infane  enough  to  demand, 
among  other  things,  a  fubfidy,  and 
the  ceffion  of  Ferrara  and  Comac- 
chio,  it  at  length  agreed  to  fuc- 
cour  his  holinefs,  and  to  fend  him 
a  general,  to  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  Papal  troops.  General  Colii 
was  the  officer  whom  it  feleded  to 
affume  this  command.  The  Roman 
government,  at  the  fame  time, 
ft  rained  every  nerve  to  the  utmoft 
to  increafe  its  regular  force,  and, 
as  far  at  leaft  as  exhortation  would 
go,  to  animate  its  fubjefts  with 
a  patriotic  fpirit.  The  negotia¬ 
tion,  therefore,  with  M.  Cacault, 
made  no  progrefs  during  the  latter 
months  of  the  year  1796. 

But,  whatever  were  the  flatter¬ 
ing  hopes  in  which  the  Pope  had 

indulged, 
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indulged,  they  were  annihilated  by 
the  final  defeat  and  dilperfion  of 
Alvinzi's  army.  As  foon  as  that 
event  occurred,  it  was  evident  that 
Mantua  mull  fall ;  and  it  was  more 
than  probable  that  its  fall  would  be 
the  fignal  for  rite  immediate  over¬ 
throw  of  the  Papal  power.  Irri¬ 
tated  by  the  refufal  of  his  Holinefs 
to  comply  with  their  demands,  the 
French  rulers  now  denounced againil 
him  the  fevered:  vengeance.  It  was, 
however,  dill  more  againil  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  religion  itfelf,  than  againil  the 
Pope  perfonally,  that  their  hatred 
was  directed.  The  difpatch  which, 
on  this  important  fubjeCt,  they  ad- 
dreffed  to  Buonaparte,  drongly  ex¬ 
press  their  abhorrence  of  Catho- 
hcifin,  and  their  ardent  wifhes  for 
its  abolition.  (i  On  attentively 
confidering,”  fay  they,  “  all  the 
obilacles  which  Hand  in  the  way 
of  fixing  the  drench  confutation 
on  a  firm  bails,  the  executive  Di¬ 
rectory  is  induced  to  look  upon  the 
Roman  worfhip  as  that  of  which, 
for  a  long  time  to  come,  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  liberty  may  make  the  moil 
dangerous  ufe.  You  are  too  ac~ 
cuilomed  to  reflect,  citizen  general, 
not  to  have  felt,  as  much  as  we 
do,  that  the  Roman  religion  will 
always  be  the  irreconcilable  enemy 
of  the  republic;  in  the  firfl  place,  N 
by  its  very  e {fence,  and,  in  the 
next  place,  becaufe  that  its  fol¬ 
lowers  and  minifters  will  never  for¬ 
give  the  republic  the  blows  which 
it  has  flruck  at  the  fortune  and 
credit  of  the  former,  at  the  preju¬ 
dices  and  habits  of  the  latter. 
There  are  doubtlefs  means  which 
may  be  employed,  to  deflroy  in- 
feniibly  its  influence  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  ;  either  by  legiflative  mea- 
fttres,  or  by  inflitutions  which  (hail 
sffsee  the  ancient  impreffiorfs,  in  fub* 


diluting  to  them  new  impreffions, 
more  analogous  to  the  prefen t  order 
of  things,  and  more  conformable 
to  reafon  and  to  found  morality. 

i£  To  endeavour  to  difcover  chefe 
means  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  but  there  is  one  point  which 
is,  perh  ips,  nor  lefs  effential  to  the 
attainment  of  this  defired  end;  it 
is  to  deflroy,  if  poffible,  the  centre 
of  Roman  unity  ;  and  to  you,  who 
have  hitherto  fhown  that  you  unite 
the  mod  diflinguifhed  qualities  of 
a  general  with  thofe  of  an  en¬ 
lightened  politician,  it  belongs  to 
realife  our  wifh,  if  you  deem  ifc 
practicable  to  do  fo. 

i(  The  executive  Directory, 
therefore,  invites  you  to  do  every 
thing  that  may  appear  to  you  to  be 
poffible,  (without  in  any  wife  Hik¬ 
ing  the  fafety  of  your  army  ; 
without  depriving  yourfelf  of  the 
refources  of  all  kinds  which,  by 
its  agency,  you  can  obtain  for  its 
fupport,  and  for  the  fervice  of  the 
republic;  and  without  relighting 
the  torch  of  fanaticifm  in  Italy, 
inflead  of  extinguifhing  it;)  to 
deflroy  the  Papal  government— fo 
that,  either  by  putting  Rome  un¬ 
der  the  dominion  of  another  power, 
or,  which  would  be  much  better, 
by  ellablifhing  there  a  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  calculated  to  render  odi¬ 
ous  and  contemptible  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  priells,  the  Pope  and 
the  facred  college  may  never  be 
able  to  conceive  a  hope  of  fitting 
in  Rome,  and  may  be  compelled  to 
feek  an  afylum  in  fome  place,  no 
matter  where,  in  which  they  diall 
no  longer  be  in  poffeffion  of  any 
temporal  authority.” 

The  florm  at  length  burfl  on  the 
Roman  dates.  Secure  from  all  at¬ 
tack  on  the  fide  of  the  Tyrol,  or 
of  the  Venetian  provinces,  and 
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being  certain  that  Mantua,  reduced 
to  the  laft  extremity,  muft  capitu¬ 
late  in  a  few  days,  Buonaparte  di¬ 
rected  General  Victor  to  advance, 
with  a  divifion  of  the  French 
army,  to  Imola,  on  the  frontier  of 
the  ecclefiaftical  territory.  Hav¬ 
ing  intercepted  a  part  of  the  cor¬ 
respondence  of  the  Papal  cabinet 
with  the  envoy  who  had  been  fent 
to  Vienna,  and  having  thus  ob¬ 
tained  proof  that  the  Pope  was  fo- 
liciting  fuccour  from  Auftria,  the 
French  general  had  now  a  fair  pre¬ 
text  for  declaring  that  the  armif- 
tice  was  broken.  He  accordingly 
ordered  M.  Cacault  to  quit  Rome 
within  three  hours  after  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  republican  courier.  On 
the  third  of  February,  he  iffued, 
from  his  head  quarters  at  Bologna, 
a  manifefto,  in  which  he  enumer¬ 
ated  the  various  caufes  of  com¬ 
plaint  which  his  Holinefs  had 
given,  and  concluded  by  denounc¬ 
ing  war  againft  him.  This  was 
accompanied  by  a  proclamation,  in 
the  ufual  French  ftyle,  vaunting 
highly  the  republican  exploits, 
making  promifes  of  protection  to 
thofe  who  offered  no  refiftance,  but 
fulminating  the  mod  direful  threats 
of  vengeance  againft  all  who,  not 
being  inverted  with  a  military  cha¬ 
racter,  fhould  dare  to  refift  the 
progrefs  of  the  invaders.  As  if 
it  were  not  one  of  the  moft  facred 
duties  of  every  man  to  ftrive,  by 
all  the  means  in  his  power,  to  ex¬ 
terminate  the  armed  rufHans  who 
ravage  and  pollute  his  native  foil ! 
As  if  every  wanton  and  unprin¬ 
cipled  violator  of  the  peace  of  man¬ 
kind,  ought  not,  in  fpite  of  his 
crimfon  badge,  to  be  hunted  down 
like  a  wolf,  or  any  other  noxious 
animal !  Buonaparte,  however,  de¬ 
clared  that  every  village  or  town 


in  which,  on  the  approach  of  the 
French,  the  alarm-bell  was  rung, 
fhould  be  immediately  burnt,  and 
its  municipal  officers  be  fhot ;  and 
that  every  diftriCt  in  which  a 
Frenchman  fhould  be,  as  he  termed 
it,  affaffinated,  fhould  be  overrun 
by  a  moveable  column,  and  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  deliver  hoftages,  and  pay 
an  extraordinary  contribution.  The 
priefts,  and  individuals  of  monaftic 
orders,  were  to  remain  uninjured, 
“  as  long  as  they  aCted  according 
to  the  principles  of  the  gofpel;’' 
but,  if  they  were  the  firft  to  tranf- 
grefs  thofe  principles,  they  were  to 
be  punifhed  by  military  law,  and 
with  more  feverity  than  their  fellow 
citizens. 

It  was  in  a  more  noble  fpirit 
that  he  put  forth  another  procla¬ 
mation,  intended  to  calm  the  fears 
of  the  unfortunate  priefts,  who, 
having  been  driven  from  France, 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  Papal  ftates, 
and  who,  in  all  probability,  were 
now  trembling  at  the  approach  of 
an  army  of  their  countrymen.  De¬ 
claring  that  he  was  fatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  the  refugee  priefts 
in  Italy,  he  authorized  them  to 
continue  in  the  Roman  territory, 
on  condition  of  their  taking  an 
oath  of  obedience  to  the  French 
republic  ;  he  forbad,  under  the  fe- 
vereft  penalties,  their  being  mo- 
lefted  by  his  own  foidiers,  or  by 
any  other  perfons ;  he  ordered  them 
to  be  lodged  in  the  convents,  and 
fixed  at  fifteen  livres  a  month  the 
allowance  to  be  made  to  each  of 
them  ;  and  he  added,  that  he  fhould 
fee  with  pleafure  any  thing  which 
the  bifhops,  and  other  charitable 
priefts  might  do,  to  ameliorate  the 
fate  of  thefe  unhappy  exiles. 

It  is  pleafing  to  believe  that  the 
French  general  was  not  wholly  in- 
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kcceffible  to  fofter  reelings,  and 
that  this  meafure  was  the  ffonta- 
neous  didate  of  his  heart.  But 
lie  evidently  thought  that  it  might 
give  offence  to  his  implacable  em¬ 
ployers,  and  it  is  curious  to  ob- 
ferve  now  carefully  he  endeavours 
to  drels  an  ad  of  humanity  in  the 
colours  of  policy,  and  to  convince 
the  directors  that  his  kihdnefs  to 
the  priefts  may  be  productive  of 
folid^  advantages.  He  fuggefts 
that  it  is  prudent  to  tolerate  the 
miniPers  of  religion;  that  they 
may  be  permitted  to  exift  on  a  fo¬ 
reign  foil ;  becaufe,  there  is  a  hope 
that  they  may  be  induced  to  af- 
fume  the  characters.  of  emiffaries 
and  fpies.  <k  This  order,  ’*  fays 
he,^  ‘£  is  not  contrary  to  law,  and 
it  is  in  conformity  with  our  in- 
terePs  and  with  found  policy  ;  for 
the  priePs  are  firongly  attached  to 
us,  and  are  much  lefs  fanatical  than 
the  Romans.  They  are  accupom- 
ed  to  priefts  having  no  (hare  in  the 
government;  and  this  is  a  good 
deal.  They  are  very  miferable  ; 
three-fourths  of  them  fhed  tears 
when  they  fee  a  Frenchman.  Be- 
fides,  by  dint  of  hunting  them 
about  from  place  to  place,  we  (hall 
oblige  them  to  feck  fhelter  in 
France.  As  here  we  do  not  med- 
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undiminifhed  ardour;  and  that  the 
mere  fight  of  one  born  on  the  kune 
foil  with  themfelves,  even  though 
he  were  an  enemy,  could  fwell  their 
eyes  with  the  blended  tears  of  re¬ 
gret  and  of  melancholy  pleafure. 

hither  really  defirous  of  re¬ 
moving  the  rational  apprehenfions 
which  the  Pope  might  entertain 
for  his  perfonal  fafety,  from  the 
refult  of  the  approaching  conteP, 
or  anxious  to  prevent  the  flight  of 
that  prince  with  the  cardinals  and 
his  treafures,  an  event  which  would 
retard  the  railing  thofe  contribu¬ 
tions  of  which  the  French  flood  in 
need,  Buonaparte,  previoufiy  to  the 
publication  of  his  menaces  from 
Bologna,  had  written  to  Cardinal 
Mattei,  to  diPipate  the  fears  of  the 
Sovereign  Pontiff.  **  Whatever 
may  happen,”  faid  he,  Ci  I  entreat 
you  to  affure  his  Holinefs  that  he 
may  remain  at  Rome  without  dif- 
qutetude.  As  iirfl  minifler  of  re- 
ligion,  he  fhall  meet  with  protec¬ 
tion,  both  for  himfelf  and  the 
church.  You  may  like  wife  affure 
the  people  of  Rome,  that  they 
(hall  find  in  the  French  army, 
friends,  who  will  only  rejoice  at 
victory,  as  it  may  better  the  fate 
of  the  people,  and  deliver  Italy 
from  the  dominion  of  Grangers. 


it  .  ,  ~ v  UUU1  luc  uuuumun  or  lirangers. 

<He  with  religious  affairs,  it  is\My  particular  care  (hall  be  not  to 
much  better  that  thefe  men  fhnnlH  on,.-,...: i . .  ,  . 


much  better  that  thefe  men  fhould 
remain  where  they  are.  If  you 
approve  of  the  Pep  which  I  have 
taken,  and  it  does  not  contravene 
your  general  principles,  I  fhall  be 
able  to  make  thefe  people  exceed¬ 
ingly  ufeful  in  Italy/’  There  is 
fomething  touching  in  the  fad,  to 
which  he  bears  tepimony,  that, 
degraded,  banilhed,  reduced  to  po¬ 
verty  as  the  priePs  were,  by  their 
country,  the  love  of  that  country 
Pill  glowed  in  their  breaps  with 

Vol,  XXXIX. 


fuffer  any  alteration  to  be  made  in 
the  religion  of  their  fathers.” 
In  thefe  few  words,  the  defign  of 
limiting  the  authority  of  the  Pope 
within  the  bounds  of  merely  fpi. 
ritual  matters  feeins  to  be  not  ob- 
fcurely  hinted. 

The  Pope  was  but  ill  prepared 
to  oppofe,  with  any  chance  of  fuc- 
cefs,  the  threatened  invafion.  The 
whole  of  his  troops  did  not  exceed 
twelve  thoufand  men,  only  one  half 
of  which  were  in  the  legation  of 
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Romagna,  the  future  fcene  of  ac¬ 
tion.  They  had  never  been  in  ac¬ 
tive  fervice,  or  carefully  trained, 
and  confequently  were  unpradliced 
in  the  higher  fort  of  military  move¬ 
ments  ;  nor  did  Colli  arrive  to  take 
the  command  till  the  middle  of 
January,  when  it  was  too  late  to 
adopt  any  meafures  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  their  difcipline  and 
Skill.  In  many  of  the  nobles,  and 
in  the  mafs  of  the  people,  there 
was  much  zeal ;  which,  however, 
was  not  turned  to  the  bell  advan- 
‘  tage  by  the  government  in  whofe 
behalf  it  was  fhewm  A  prefixing 
mind  was  wanting.  There  feem 
to  have  been  no  preparations  made 
for  defending  the  country  Hep  by 
Hep,  haraffing  the  invaders,  depriv¬ 
ing  them  of  the  means  of  fubfift- 
ance,  and  thus  compelling  them  to 
win  their  way  by  flow,  painful, 
and  exhaufting  efforts  ;  a  mode  of 
.conduft  which,  as  the  French  were 
eircumfcribed  in  point  of  time, 
would,  perhaps,  have  had  the  effedl 
©f  compelling  them  to  fufpend  their 
operations,  or  at  lead  to  grant  more 
favourable  conditions  to  the  court 
of  Rome.  Inftead  of  breaking  up 
the  roads,  fortifying  the  paffes,  im¬ 
proving  local  obdacles,  and  organ¬ 
izing  and  arming  the  peafanrry,, 
the  Papal  cabinet  appears  to  have 
fuppofed  it  to  be  fufficient  to  roufe 
the  popular  fury,  by  means  of  fer- 
mons,  pamphlets,  and  proclama¬ 
tions,  and  ferioufly  to  have  expe£t- 
ed  that  a  miracle  would  be  per¬ 
formed  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  the 
invaders.  One  of  the  proclama¬ 
tions  of  the  Roman  government 
was  couched  in  the  following  terms, 
and  cannot  be  faid  to  be  a  happy 
fpecimen  of  the  tafte,  wifdom,  or 
eloquence  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was 
foamed.  It  might,  neverthelefs* 


have  anfwered  its  purpofe,  had’  it 
been  feconded  by  vigorous  and  en¬ 
lightened  exertions  on  the  part  of 
its  authors. 

(S  Religion  for  ever !  The  fo- 
vereip-n  for 'ever!  The  difturbers 

cJ 

of  public  tranquillity,  the  unjuft 
oppreffors  of  juft  ice,  of  religion,  of 
all  law,  are  approaching.  They 
burn  to  make  their  vices  and  their 
villainy  triumphant ;  deaf  to  the 
remorfe  of  their  confluence,  they 
contemn  even  that  God  who  can 
thunder-ftrike  and  annihilate  them 
in  a  moment.  People,  you  have  to 
defend  religion,  your  country,  and 
your  means  of  exidence.  You  may 
rely  upon  all  poflibleaid  from  thofe 
who  rule  over  you.  Let  each  of 
you  fwear  to  fave  religion,  to  de¬ 
fend  his  country,,  the  Hate,  and  the 
fovefeign,  or  to  die !  Death  to 
cowards !:  Eternal  rewards  and 
praife  to  thofe  brave  men  who  ha¬ 
zard  their  lives  for  the  defence  of 
every  thing  on  earth  that  is  moft 
facred  L** 

The  capability  of  the  Roman 
troops  was  fpeedily  put  to  the 
proof.  Having  joined  the  divifion 
of  Vidtor,  at  Imola,  Buonaparte 
commenced  his  march  on  the  fecond 
of  February.  Midway  between 
Imola  and  Faenza,,is  the  flnall  ri¬ 
ver  Senio,  behind  which  was  en~ 
trenched  the  Papal  army,,  confiding 
of  not  more  than  between  three  and 
four  thoufand  men.  The  bridge 
was  deftroyed,  and  batteries  were 
eredied  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
dream.  Unfortunately,  the  dry- 
nefs  of  the  feafon  had  rendered  the- 
river  every  where  eafily  fordable. 
While  one  body  of  the  French  at-' 
tacked  in  front,  another,  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Lafne,  turned  the  enemy's 
flank,  and  the  Lombard  legion,  led 
on  by  General  Lahoz,  aflailed  the 
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batteries.  The  Papal  foldiers bold¬ 
ly  awaited  the  onfet ;  and  they 
were  infpirited  by  the  priefts,  who 
went  among  them,  with  the  cruci¬ 
fix  in  their  hands,  exhorting  them 
to  perform  'their  duty.  In  fpite  of 
their  efforts,  however,  they  were 
foon  routed,  and  were  purfued  be¬ 
yond  Faenza;  leaving  behind  them 
four  or  five  hundred  flain,  a  thou- 
fand  prifoners,  and  fourteen  pieces 
of  cannon.  The  republicans,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  own  account,  loft 
only  forty  men  in  gaining  this 
cheap  victory. 

When  the  French  reached  Faen¬ 
za,  they  found  the  gates  ftmt,  the 
alarm-bells  all  ringing,  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  refolved  to  defend  the 
place.  The  gates  were  fpeedily 
broken  open,  by  a  few  difcharges 
of  the  cannon,  and  the  republicans 
entered  the  town.  A  horrible 
fcene  of  carnage  would  now  have 
enfued,  had  not  Buonaparte,  much 
to  the  credit  of  his  prudence  or 
his  humanity,  forborne  to  aft  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  principles  of  his 
own  proclamation.  Inftead  of  de¬ 
livering  up  the  town  to  pillage, 
and  the  inhabitants  to  daughter, 
and  perhaps  alfo  facrificing  many 
of  his  own  men,  he  took  the  better 
courfe  of  endeavouring  to  prevail 
on  the  populace  to  fubmit,  by  N 
fending  among  them,  with  promifes 
of  kind  treatment,  fifty  of  the 
Papal  officers  whom  he  had  made 
prifoners.  This  ftep  had  the  de¬ 
fined  effeft,  and  no  further  refiftance 
was  attempted.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  he  called  together  the 
monks  and  priefts,  for  the  purpofe 
of  exhorting  them  toconduft  them- 
felves  in  conformity  to  the  maxims 
of  the  Gofpel ;  and  fo  well  fatisfied 
was  he  with  the  effeft  produced  on 
them  by  his  harangue,  that  he  ac- 
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tually  difpatched  two  of  them  to 
prepare  the  people  of  Ravenna  and 
Cefena  for  the  arrival  of  the 
French. 

With  the  capture  of  Faenza  end¬ 
ed  all  oppofition  from  the  Papal 
forces.  The  republicans  pufhed 
rapidly  on,  through  Romagna,  the 
duchy  of  Urbino,  and  the  March 
of  Ancona ;  difperfing  or  captur¬ 
ing  all  the  feeble  detachments 
which  they  found  on  their  paffage. 
Near  Ancona,  twelve  hundred  of 
the  Roman  troops  occupied  a  poll 
on  fome  heights,  with  the  purpofe 
of  at  once  covering  that  town  and 
deriving  proteftion  from  it.  They 
were  enveloped  by  the  invaders  and 
compelled  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
without  having  fired  a  fmgle  fhot. 
Ancona  did  not  wait  to  he  befieg- 
ed.  It  opened  its  gates,  and  the 
republicans  found  in  the  place  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  mufkets, 
which  had  been  fent  by  the  em¬ 
peror,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  befides 
ammunition  and  other  ftores. 

From  Ancona  a  detachment  of 
cavalry  was  fent  forward  to  feize 
upon  the  treafures  of  the  Santa 
Cafa  at  Loretto.  This  was  an 
expedition  in  which  the  love  of 
plunder  and  the  hatred  of  Catho- 
Tcifm  were  both  to  be  richly  gra¬ 
tified.  One  of  its  objefts  was, 
however,  in  part  fruft rated.  Pre- 
vioufly  to  the  arrival  of  the  French, 
thegreateft  portion  of  the  treafure 
had  been  removed  by  General 
Colli ;  the  only  fervice  which  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  rendering  to 
the  Papal  government.  The  re¬ 
publicans,  neverthelefs,  boafted 
that  they  got  poffeffion  of  gold  and 
filver,  to  the  value  of  a  million  of 
livres  ;  though  this  ftatement  is 
faid  to  be  much  exaggerated. 
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The  French  commiffioners  of 
arts,  as  they  were  called,  who  ac¬ 
companied  the  detachment,  amofed 
themfelves,  and  gratified  their  mas¬ 
ters,  by  <iC  feizing  on  thofe  porta¬ 
ble  objects  which  had  been  made 
ufe  of  to  cheat  the  credulity  of  the 
people,*'  and  tranfporting  them  to 
Paris.  Thefe  articles/*  faid 
they,  11  conlilt  of  a  wooden  image* 
pretended  to  be  miraculous,  of  the 
Madonna  ;  of  a  rag  of  old  clouded 
camlet ;  and  of  three  broken  two- 
handled  porringers,  of  bad  Faensa 
ware,  afiferted  to  have  been  a  part 
of  her  houfehold  fluff,  but  which 
certainly  are  not  of  {efficient  anti¬ 
quity  to  juftify  fuch  an  affection.** 
That  nothing  might  be  wanting  to 
throw  ridicule  on  thefe  unlucky 
relics,  they  put  the  leal  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  in  chief  upon  them,  to  remove 
all  doubts  of  their  authenticity, 
and  drew  up  a  circumftantial  report 
of  their  proceedings,  to*  which  the 
archdeacon  of  Loretto  was  obliged 
to  affix  his  lignature.  They  then 
Ihut  up  the  Santa  Cafa.  Thofe 
who  know  with  what  veneration 
these  relics  were  regarded  by  the 
lefs  enlightened  Italians,  will  fmile 
at  the  boaft  of  General  Berthier, 
that,  during  this  incurfion  into  the 
Papal  ftates,  one  of  the  things  in 
which  the  French  army  placed  its 
glory,  was  the  giving  a  fplendid 
example  of  refpeft  for  the  liberty 
©f  public  worlhip ;  nor  will  they 
credit  that,  in  confequence  of  this, 
all  the  people  of  the  conquered  pro¬ 
vinces  were  happy  and  content. 

From  Ancona,  the  invaders  di- 
reifted  their  courfe  acrofs  the  Apen¬ 
nines,  towards  Foligno,  where  they 
were  to  be  joined  by  a  divifion- 
which  had  advanced  from  Leghorn, 
by  the  route  of  Sienna  and  Cortona. 
This  latter  body  of  troops  took 


poffeffion  of  the  Perugiano  and  tM 
northern  part  of  Umbria, 

The  court  of  Rome  was  by  this? 
time  in  the  utmoft  confternation  %. 
many  of  the  richeft  families  were 
flying  from  the  city*  with  what¬ 
ever  property  they  could  fave,  to 
And  a  fhelter  at  Naples.  In  this 
fltuation  of  affairs,  Cardinal  Mat¬ 
tel,  who  had  fome  credit  with  the 
French  general,  was  authorized  to 
write  to  him,  to  implore  his  for¬ 
bearance  for  his  holinefs.  Naples 
alfo  interpofed  its  good  offices. 
This  ftep  was  a  welcome  one  to 
Buonaparte,  who  was  exceedingly 
defirous  of  being  fpared  the  necef- 
flty  of  proceeding  to  Rome.  He 
accordingly  replied  in  moderate 
language,  and  granted  five  days  for 
the  arrival  of  a  negotiator  at  Fo¬ 
ligno,  on  behalf  of  the  Pope,  to 
conclude  a  peace. 

The  Pontiff  had  already  antici¬ 
pated  this  demand.  He  had  de¬ 
puted  four  envoys,  one  of  whom 
was  th'fi’  cardinal,  to  treat  with  the 
French  general,  and  had  addreffed 
to  him  a  letter,  not  ill  calculated 
to  conciliate  the  kindnefs  of  the 
perfon  for  whom  it  was  intended. 
The  conferences  were  held  at  To- 
lent  i  no  ;  but  there  could  be  little 
room  for  difcuffion  between  two 
parties,  one  of  which  was,  or  fup- 
pofed  itfelf  to  be,  at  the  mercy  of 
the  other.  The  Roman  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  endeavoured  to  obtain 
fome  alleviation  of  the  pecuniary 
burthens  impcfed  on  their  mafier  ; 
but  they  were  filenced  by  the  la¬ 
conic  menace  of  Buonaparte,  that, 
if  the  articles  were  not  unreferv- 
edly  agreed  to  on  the  morrow,  he 
would  march  againft  Rome  on  the 
day  after.  There  was,  therefore, 
nothing  left  to  be  done  except  ta 
fubmir,  and  the  treaty  was,incoru 

fequence. 
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fepaence,  figned,  on  the  nineteenth 
•of  February. 

This  treaty,  which  Buonaparte 
himfelf  truly  defcribed  to  Cardinal 
Matjei,  as  being  fimilar  to  the  ca¬ 
pitulation  granted  to  a  befieged 
town,  confifted  of  twenty-fix  arti¬ 
cles.  By  the  principal  of  thefe, 
the  Pope  agreed  to  renounce  all 
alliances,  oftenfive  or  defenfive, 
with  any  power  whatever,  and  to 
xefufe  all  fuccour  to  dates  at  war 
with  France  ;  to  difmifs  his  newly 
raifed  troops  ;  to  (hut  his  ports 
^gainft  all  armed  vefFels  which  be¬ 
longed  to  countries  hoftile  to  the 
republic ;  to  cede  Avignon,  the 
Comtat  Venaiffin,  and  their  de- 
pendencies,  and  the  legations  of 
Bologna,  Ferrara,  and  Romagna  ; 
to  allow  the  city  and  didrlft  of 


Ancona  to  remain  in  military  pof- 
feffion  of  the  French  till  the  con¬ 
dition  of  a  continental  peace;  to 
pay,  in  addition  to  the  fixteen  mil¬ 
lions  yet  due  on  the  armiftice,  an 
additional  fum  of  fifteen  millions 
of  livres,  within  a  fpecified  period  $ 
to  execute  immediately  thofe  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  armiftice  which  related 
to  manufcripts  and  obje&s  of  art  ; 
to  difavow  the  murder  of  Bafle- 
ville,  and  to  pay  three  hundred 
thoufand  livres  as  an  indemnity  t© 
thofe  who  fuffered  on  that  occaiion  ; 
and  to  fet  at  liberty  all  perfons 
who  had  been  imprifoned  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  political  opinions. 
The  other  claufes  were  of  lefts  mo¬ 
ment  ;  but,  as  may  well  be  ima¬ 
gined,  they  were  all  favourable  to 
the  vidorious  republicans,  * 


*  With  what  good  faith  the  French  performed  their  part  of  a  treaty,  by  which 
?the v  obtained  iuch  immerife  advantages,  will  appear  from  the  following  note,  ad- 
dr  effed  to  General  Buonaparte,  by  M.  Cacault,  the  French  envoy  at  Rome.  This 
paper  does  honour  to  (he  moderation  and  candour  of  M  Cacault:  but  it  is  a  fevere 
impeachment  of  his  countrymen,  who  perfifted  in  treating  as  a  conquered  territory 
the  dominions  of  a  fovereign  who  had  dearly  bought  a  peace  with  his  conquerors. 

“  The  JUarquis  Maffimi,  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Pope,  who  figned 
the  treaty  of  Tolentino,  is  deputed  to  you  by  his  Holinels,  from  whom  he  will  prefent 
you  wall  a  letter.  I  have  given  him  a  pafiport  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  you,’ 
where  he  will  be  accredited,  as  I  am  here,  by  his  foie  quality  of  plenipotentiary  who 
was  charged  with  the  fignature  of  the  peace.  He  has  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
Pope,  and  ol  the  Cardinal  Secretary  ol  State;  he  is  lent  by  them;  and  is  one  of  the 
molt  conliderable  perl’onages  of  Rome.  I  believe  that,  after  the  JegiiLtive  body  fliali 
have  ratified  the  treaty,  he  will  be  lent  to  refide  at  Paris  as  the  Papal  minifter;  lie  is 
one  of  the,  befit  informed  in  this  country  withTefpebl  to  public  affairs. 

Ibis  envoy  of  the  Pope  is  inftrijited,  lit.  to  require  molt  urgently,  in  the  name 
of  the  Pope,  the  re  eftablilhment  of  the  civil  authority  of  his  Holinels  at  Ancona- 
the  Pope  taking  upon  himfelf  the  maintenance  of  the  French  garrifon,  as  long  as  it 
mall  remain  in  that  city.  The  fubjoined  memorial,  in  Italian,  No.  f,  has  been  re¬ 
mitted  to  rue  by  the  Cardinal  Secretary  of  State  relative  to.  this  objebt,  and  it  contains 
motives  which  are  worthy  of  attention.  The  Roman  government  contends  that  if* 
on  the  one  hand,  the  French  republic  has  not  wilhed,  by  the  treaty,  to  do  lb  great 
an  injury  to  all  the  reft  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftates  as  that  which  would  be  done  by  the 
privation  of  the  civil  authority  at  Ancona;  on  the  other  hand,  famine  and  political 
diiorgaimatiop  in  all  the  reft  of  the  Papal  ftates,  as  well  as  the  total  ruin  of  its  fi¬ 
nances,  would  be  the  immediate  confequenqes  of  fuch  a  privation.  The  March  of 
Ancona,  which  is  a  fertile  country,  fupplies  all  the  other  provinces  of  the.  ecelefiafti- 
cal  ltate  ;  but  if  the  liberty  of  exporting  grain  is  granted  in  the  port  of  Ancona,  the 
temptation  ol  gain  will  draw  from  that  port  all  that  now  ferves  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
the  neighbouring  provinces.  Likewife,  if  an  uniform  rule  is  not  followed  with 
relpeitto  the  duties,  the  port  of  Ancona  being  furrounded  by  an  open  country,  everv 
thing  may  be  eafijy  drawn  Iron)  it,  and  the  finances  of  the  Pope  wi!L  be  deprived  of 
|he  rclburces  arifing  from  the  duties,  Baftly,  if  an  Authority  independent  of  the 
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Yet,  hard  as  were  the  terras  of 
this  treaty,  it  mull  be  confefied 
that,  eonfidering  the  helplefs  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  palfying  terrors,  of 
Pius  the  Sixth,  they  were  not  fohard 
as  the  conqueror  was,  perhaps,  ex¬ 


pected  to  impofe.  In  fome  refpedls 
they  were  lefs  offenfive  than  thofe 
which  were  infilled  on  by  the  Di¬ 
rectory,  in  the  preceding  Septem¬ 
ber,  and  which  it  had  declared  its 

determination  never  to  modify. 

* 


Pope  be  eltablilhed  at  Ancona,  connected  as  that  place  is  with  the  adjacent  territory, 
there  will  be  a  ftate  within  a  ftate,  and  the  political  order  of  things  will  be  infinitely 
dilturbed  there,  or  completely  overthrown. 

“  2d.  The  Pope  aifo  claims  the  power,  from  this  period,  of  returning  into  pofief-, 
lion  of  the  civil  government  of  the  other  diftriCts,  fuch  as  Pefcara,  Macerata,  &c. 
•which  ought  to  be  evacuated  by  the  French  army.  The  new  authorities  which  are 
eltablilhed  in  thofe  diftridts,  being  manifeftly  in  oppofition  to  the  power  of  the  Pope, 
do  not  ceafe  to  purl'ue  meafures,  which  take  from  the  government  all  its  refources, 
throw  it  into  the  greateft  embarraffmeut,  and  diforder  entirely  the  political  aud 
economical  fyftem  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate. 

u  3d.  The  municipalities  of  Ancona,  of  Macerata,  &c.  do  not  ceafe  in  the  province 
of  the  March,  to  demand  the  molt  enormous  requilitions  of  horfes,  oxen,  cloth,  Ihirts, 
fhoes,  and  even  of  grain,  ordering  the  conveyance  of  them  to  Ancona,  under  the 
fevereft  penalties ;  a  condu£t  that  drives  to  utter  del'pair  this  province,  which  fees 
that  it  is  to  be  ftripped  of  every  thing,  and  that  it  is  on  the  point  of  being  expofed  to 
the  moll  horrible  famine.  As  it  is  the  nurfing  mother  of  the  capital,  and  that  great 
Tears  are  felt  for  the  city  of  Rome  itfelf,  a  prompt  remedy  is  demanded  for  fo  ferious 
an  inconvenience,  in  the  confidence  that,  after  a  treaty  of  peace,  the  agents  of  the 
Trench  government  cannot  have  in  view  the  total  ruin  of  this  province. 

All  thel’e  requilitions  are  not  for  the  daily  fubliftence  of  the  French  troops,  and  the 
contributions  which  refult  from  them,  being  impofed  fubfequently  to  the  fignature  of 
the  treaty,  will  be  placed  to  my  account  here,  as  fo  many  payments  made  towards 
the  contribution  which  was  ftipulated  for  at  Tolentino ;  and  as,  after  the  conclufion 
of  a  peace,  nothing  beyond  that  ftipulated  contribution  can  be  required,  I  cannot, 
without  injultice,  refute  to  admit  the  value  of  thel’e  new  requilitions  to  be  fet  down  as 
fo  much  in  difcharge  of  the  laft  inftalments  of  the  contributions.  Have  the  goodnefs 
to  let  me  know'  your  intentions  on  this  head. 

«  4th.  A  great  number  of  ecclefialtics,  of  rich  men,  and  of  religious,  inflitutions, 
-who  poflefs  eftates  in  Romagna,  in  the  duchy  of  Urbino,  and  in  the  March  of  Ancona, 
are  domiciliated  at  Rome,  or  employed  by  the  Pontifical  government.  They  flattered 
themfelves  that,  peace  being  reftored,  they  fliould  be  fuffered  to  enjoy  quietly  their 
incomes;  but  commifliouers  of  the  French  army  have  every  where  iaid  fequeftrations 
on  the  above-mentioned  property,  and  the  proprietors  find  themfelves  entirely  de¬ 
prived  of  it.  If  their  eftates  were  lituated  in  France,  they  would  enjoy  them  freely, 
as  fubjefts  of  a  ftate  in  amity  with  the  republic.  If  a  new'  law'  and"  newly  invented 
meafures  of  rigour  in  the  conquered  countries  are  to  ftrip  them  of  all  their  rights, 
we  fhall  be  execrated  here ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  if  every  thing  be  preferred  to 
them,  it  will  be  confidered  as  an  obligation,  and  all  the  great  prelates  of  Rome  will 
in  fome  degree  be  dependent  on  us.  'This  objedl  fur  el  y  requires  to  be  re-lyftern- 
atized. 

"  5th.  The  cardinals,  prelates,  and  others,  who  poflefs  property  in  the  Milanefe, 
and  who  are  in  tire  fervice  of  the  Pope,  eonfidering  that  they  belong  to  a  power  ac¬ 
tually  at  peace  with  France,  require  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  receive  their  reve¬ 
nues,  according  to  the  laws  ufuaily  followed  in  this  relpedt :  a  lequeftration  has  been 
put  not  only  on  their  ecclefiaftical  property,  but  alfo  on  their  patrimonial  eftates. 
Cardinal  Bufca,  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  who  is  one  of  the  number  thus  fituated,  alks 
nothing  for  himfelf,  if  there  are  any  private  reafons  which  operate  againft  him  per¬ 
sonally  ;  but  I  ought  to  fay  that,  fmee  the  treaty  of  peace,  he  does  his  duty*,  and 
neglects  nothing  which  can  manifeft  his  good  conduct  towards  us ;  and,  as  we  can 
know  nothing  of  hatred  or  of  a  ftate  of  war  with  refpecl  to  individuals,  he  will 
doubtlefs  be  treated  like  the  reft.  I  conceive  that  I  have  acted  here  on  a  proper 


d 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


The  legation  of  Romagna  was  now, 
indeed,  added  to  the  ceffions ;  but 
the  demands,  which  were  before 
made,  of  the  duchies  of  Caftra, 
Ronciglione,  Benevento,  and  Ponte 
Corvo,  of  the  power  of  putting,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  every  future 
war,  a  garrifon  into  Ancona  and 
civita  Vecchia,  and  of  the  liberty 
rof  fending  troops  through  the  Papal 
territories,  were  abandoned*  The 
pecuniary  contribution  was  en° 
.creafed ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Pope  was  no  longer  called  upon 
to  pay  a  monthly  tribute  during 
the  continuance  of  hoftilities  with 
the  emperor,  fomething  was  de¬ 
duced  from  the  fum  claimed  to 
atone  for  the  murder  of  Baffeville, 
and  he  was  not,  as  before,  to  be 
compelled  to  provide  for  all  French 
priefts,  friars,  and  nuns,  who  might 
chufe  to  refide  in  his  ftates.  But, 
above  all,  and  this,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Roman  government,  was 
the  chief  point,  no  conceffions  were 
•extorted  upon  religious  fubjedts* 
It  is  probable  that,  to  fecure  this 


[3 11 

advantage,  the  Pope  and  his  ad- 
vifers  would  have  corlfented  to 
temporal  facrifices  of  a  Hill  more 
onerous  kind. 

For  the  comparative  moderation 
of  the  terms  of  peace  the  Pope  was 
indebted  to  various  caufes.  Some 
refped  for  his  perform!  character 
was,  perhaps,  among  thofe  caufes  5 
but  that  alone  would  have  availed 
him  little,  had  it  not  been  feconded 
by  confiderations  of  a  more  power¬ 
ful  kind.  It  was  at  firft  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  Buonaparte  to  infill  on  the 
ceffion  of  the  duchy  of  Urbino  and 
the  march  of  Ancona,  in  addition 
to  that  of  the  three  legations,  and 
alfo  that  his  holinefs  Ihould  give 
up  the  whole  of  his  cavalry  and 
artillery  horfes,  and  the  arms  of 
all  the  regiments  which  had  been 
railed  fubfequently  to  the  fignine- 
of  the  articles  agreed  upon  at  Bo¬ 
logna,  in  the  month  of  June.  The 
demand  of  the  provinces  of  Urbino 
and  Ancona  he,  however,  commu« 
ted  for  a  fum  of  twelve  millions  of 
livres.  To  have  infilled  upon  the 


•view  of  flungs,  m  not  ihowing  to  any  perfon  any  remembrance  of  pall  errors  or 
enmities  ;  all  is  effaced  by  the  treaty,  if  it  be  faithfully  executed. 

^  ^  ^  ^ 

‘‘  6th*  ^hf  Marquis  Maffimi  is  alfo  inftruaed  to  look  to  what  relates  to  the  prifonerc 
who  are  to  be  reftored  to  the  Pope  :  1  have  warned  him  that  he  will  find  this  obie& 
in  a  confuted  ftate*.  s 

*  *  '  *  * 

‘‘7.hne"  w®.I,ave  “fb'.  by  bits  and  fcraps,  as  well  a6  we  can,  fecnred  the 
30,000,00(,  of  livres,  without  reckoning  all  the  other  Ioffes  which  the  war  has  coil  the 
eccleiiaitical  ftate,  we  fhall  have  exbaulted  every  thing:  and  it  is  polfible  to  s m  m, 
with  tins  till  the  Jail,  without  occafioning  any  difturbance  or  irritation  which  may  de¬ 
generate  into  fury  :  it  is  neceflary  that  we  Ihould  be  able  afterwards  to  remain  good 
friends,  or  at  leaft  in  a  certain  degree  of  harmony.  Allow  me,  then,  to  reoueft  of 
you,  citizen  general  in  chief,  that  you  will  have  the  kindnefs  to  lend  an  attentive  ea^ 
to  the  Marquis  Maffirai,  and  to  arrange  fo,  that  whatever  you  may  think  to  be  ufeful 
ana  juft,  may  be  ordered  and  regulated  according  to  your  own  fa°-e  ideas  and  not- 

abandoned  to  the  wild  vivacity  of  hot-headed  perfonsfff  °  *  0 


,  at  n  BV^e  treatJ?  all  the  prifoners  were  to  be  immediately  reftoied 
f  M.  Cacault  appears  here  to  allude  to  M.  Azara,  of  whom,  in  another  part  of  his 

dit”’  fl,,:yM  “a""  1,6  'W  and  *»  hiS  If.  perfon* 

■  *  1  ls  Azara  was  the  Spamfh  in  miller  at  the  court  of  Kome  •  but  a  de- 

iroted  creature  or  tool  of  the  French  directory.  ’  9 

[^4] 


ceffion 


312]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  175?'. 


ceflion  of  the  march  of  Ancona, 
would,  in  faft,  have  been  inlifting 
on  nothing  lefs  than  the  power  of 
llarving  the  remainder  of  the  Papal 
Hates. 

The  intervention  of  the  King  of 
Naples,  in  favour  of  the  fovereign 
Pontiff,  had  no  fmall  (hare  in  re¬ 
laxing  the  ftubbornnefs  of  the 
French  general.  Even  had  the 
Neapolitan  monarch  felt  no  regard 
for  his  Holinefs,  it  was  impoffible 
for  him  to  fee,  without  much  alarm, 
a  French  army  penetrating  to  the 
very  frontier  of  his  own  domi¬ 
nions.  The  recently  concluded 
treaty  might,  for  any  thing  that 
he  was  authorifed  to  believe  to  the 
contrary,  prove  a  feeble  barrier 
againft  French  rapacity  and  ambi¬ 
tion,  Ihould  the  republican  army 
find  a  convenient  opportunity  for 
ailing  againft  him.  He  was,  there¬ 
fore,  exceedingly  anxious  to  avert 
the  approach  of  a  force  which, 
though  it  could  not  in  ftridlnefs  be 
defcribed  as  confiding  of  enemies, 
he  could  hardly  be  juftified  in  con- 
fidering  as  being  compofed  of 
friends.  The  Neapolitan  ambaf- 
fador  at  Paris  had  been  repeatedly 
inftrufted  to  plead  with  the  Di¬ 
rectory  the  caufe  of  the  Pope ; 
and,  as  it  was  not  yet  prudent  for 
the  republicans  to,  carry  their 
fchemes  into  execution,  his  argu¬ 
ments  feemed  to  be  productive  of 
the  deftred  effeCt.  Now,  that  the 
danger  was  imminent,  Prince  Eel- 
monte  Pignatelli,  one  of  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  king  of  Naples,  was 
difpatched  to  Buonaparte,  to  in¬ 
tercede  for  his  Holinefs ;  at  the 
fame  time  that,  as  we  have  already 
ftated,  Cardinal  Mattei  wrote  to 
the  French  general  with  the  fame 
view. 

The  prince  did  not  conceal  from 


the  republican  leader  the  ftrong  ii>* 
tereft  which  his  mafter  took  in  this 
ueftion,  nor  the  length  to  which 
e  was  prepared  to  go,  in  order  to 
obtain  fuch  a  refult  as  he  w idled 
for.  “He  told  me  confidentially, ” 
fays  Buonaparte,  u  and  (hewed  me 
alfo,  in  the  drifted  confidence,  and 
not  officially,  the  article  in  his  in- 
ftruCtions  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  king  his  mafter  was  fo  deeply 
interefted  in  the  affairs  of  Rome, 
that  he  had  put  in  march  a  body  of 
troops  tofupport  his  reprefentationt 
on  this  head. 

st  I  replied  in  the  fame  confi¬ 
dential  manner,  that  if,  three 
months  ago,  I  did  not  crufti  the 
pride  of  the  Pope,  it  was,  becaufe 
I ‘had  no  doubt  that  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations  and  the  tenor  of 
the  treaty,  the  king  of  Naples 
meant  to  meddle  with  this  bufi- 
nefs ;  and  that,  in  faCl,  I  had  not 
then  the  means  of  coping  with  him ; 
but  that  now  I  could  difpofe  of  the 
thirty  thoufand  men  who  had  been 
employed  before  Mantua,  and  of 
the  forty  thoufand  men  who  came 
from  the  interior  of  France,  and 
that  if  the  king  his  mafter  threw: 
down  the  glove  to  me,  I  would 
take  it  up;  that,  neverthelefs,  the 
republic  was  willing  to  give  to 
the  king  of  Naples  every  fatisfac- 
fcion  that  was.  compatible  with  its 
dignity  and  its  intereft.  Then, 
refuming  the  official  tone,  he  dif- 
avowed  the  language  which  he  had 
held  confidentially. *■' 

A  feverer  farcafm  upon  the  king 
of  Naples  could  no.t  well  be  uttered 
than  this  fpeech  of  Buonaparte  ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  French 
general  intended  it  (hould  be  felt. 
It  was,  in  truth,  not  undefer ved. 
Jt  had  been  in. the  power  of  the 
Neapolitan  fovereign  to  affert  hi,s 

independence 
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sndepen  lence  and  dignity  by  arms ; 
and,  perhaps,  even  to  have  the 
glory  of  contributing  largely  to 
refcue  Italy  from  French  domina¬ 
tion  ;  inftead  of  which  he  had 
chofen  to  procure  a  dilhonourable 
and  temporary  fafety  by  a  treaty, 
which,  under  his  circumftances, 
rnuft  be  called  difgraceful,  as  he 
not  only  Ihrunk  from  a  conteft, 
but  confented  to  purchafe  a  peace 
by  the  faerifice  of  eight  millions 
of  livres*.  He,  therefore,  well 
merited  the  reproof,  and  the  fneer 
at  his  want  of  wifdom,  which  were 
fo  pointedly  implied  in  the  words 
of  Buonaparte. 

But,  whatever  contempt  the 
French  general  might  feel  for  the 
Neapolitan  court,  or  however  fure 
he  might  be  that  its  armies  were 
not  equal  in  ikill  and  valour  to 
thofe  of  France,  he  was  aware  that 
this  was  not  the  time  to  put  their 
prowefs  to  the  trial.  He  had  an 
important  talk  to  perform  in  a  dif- 
tant  quarter,  and  in  this  cafe  delay 
would  be  almoft  as  prejudicial  as 
defeat.  It  would  have  been  the 
grolfell  impolicy  to  engagein  a  te¬ 
dious  conteft  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  miles  from  the  Po,  and  in  a 
dangerous  pofition,  while  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  approaching  campaign, 
againft  the  emperor,  obvioully  de¬ 
pended  on  his  taking  the  field  be¬ 
fore  the  imperial  army  was  in  a 
fituation  to  oppofe  his  progrefs. 
He  himfelf  fummed  up,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paragraph,  his  principal 
reafons  for  negotiating.  f(  I  prefer 
an  accommodation,  to  marching  to 
Rome;  ift.  becaufe  that  this  will 
fpare  me  a  difcufiion,  which  may 
be  a  very  ferious  one,  with  the 
king  of  Naples;  2d.  becaufe  that, 
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as  the  Pope  and  all  the  princes  will 
take  flight  from  Rome,  I  fhall 
never  be  able  to  draw  from  it  what 
I  demand  ;  3d.  Becaufe  that  Rome, 
defpoiled  ol  its  fineft1  provinces, 
cannot  long  exift  ;  a  revolution 
will  of  itfelf  take  place  there ; 
4th.  Becaufe  the  court  of  Rome 
ceding  to  us  all  its  rights  over 
thofe  countries,  this  cannot,  at  a 
general  peace,  be  confidered  as  a 
momentary  fuccefs  but  as  a  fettled 
thing  ;  and  laftly,  this  will  render 
the  divifion  of  the  army,  which  is 
here,  immediately  difpofable  for  the 
operations  in  Friuli,  and  will,  be¬ 
fore  1  come  to  blows  with  the 
Auftrians,give  me  time  to  conclude 
fome  fecret  article  with  'the  fenate 
of  Venice. ”  To  thefe  valid  rea¬ 
fons  he  might  have  added  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  expofed  to  infurrec- 
tions  of  the  people;  the  great  body 
of  whom  were  decidedly  hoftile  to 
the  French,  and  many  of  whom  had 
already  taken  up  arms  in  various 
parts.  All  this,  together  with  the 
prefling  want  of  money  to  put  his 
army  in  motion  on  the  Adige, 
weighed  fo  ftrongly  on  the  mind 
of  Buonaparte,  that,  as  we  have 
feen,  he  even  defifted  from  his  pre- 
^enfions  to  the  provinces  of  Urbino 
and  Ancona,  and  contented  himfelf 
with  the  more  available  fubftitute 
of  twelve  millions  of  livres.  In 
fad,  without  the  Roman  contribu¬ 
tions,  it  was  almoft  ineradicable 
for  the  French  to  execute  their 
projed  of  penetrating  into  Ger¬ 
many  through  the  Venetian  ftates. 
It  was  alfo  another  important  rea- 
fon  for  bringing  this  affair  to  a 
clofe,  that  Buonaparte  had  received 
information  that  the  Archduke 
Charles  was  arrived  at  Triefle,  and 


This  circumftarice,  which,  in  our  volume  for  1796,  we  mentioned  in  a  doubtful 
tone,  is  new  proved  to  be  a  fact,  by  a  difpatcb  of  M»  Cacault. 
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that  the  Auftrian  troops,  to  rein¬ 
force  their  army,  were  now  march¬ 
ing  from  all  quarters. 

As  foon  as  the  treaty  was  figned, 
the  French  general  wrote  a  flat¬ 
tering  letter  to  his  Holinefs ;  in 
which  he  ftated  that  it  gave  him 
pleafure  that  he  had  been  able  to 
contribute  to  his  repofe,  conjured 
him  to  be  on  his  guard  againft 
thofe  who  were  fold  to  the  enemies 
of  France,  complimented  the  pa¬ 
cific  and  conciliatory  virtues  of 
Pius,  declared  his  perfedl  refpefl 
and  veneration  for  him,  and  his 
defire  always  to  give  him  proofs  of 
them,  and  exprefled  his  hope  that 
6C  the  French  republic  would  al¬ 
ways  be  one  of  the  trueft  friends 
of  Rome.”  How  well  his  hope 
was  accompiifhed,  our  next  volume 
will  difclofe.  Having  arranged 
every  thing  to  his  fatisfadlion  in 
this  part  of  Italy,  Buonaparte, 
with  his  ft aff- officers,  hurried  away 
to  rejoin  his  army  in  the  Venetian 
territory  ;  leaving  to  General  Vic¬ 
tor  the  care  of  receiving  the  con¬ 
tributions,  and  carrying  into  effect 
the  other  articles  of  the  treaty. 

In  the  midft  of  the  horrors  and 
calamities  occafioned  by  pride,  am¬ 
bition,  or  paflions  of  even  a  worfe 
kind,  it  is  gratifying  to  meet  with 
a  few  afls  which  emanate  from 
man’s  better  nature,  and  which, 
like  flowers,  among  barren  rocks, 
delight  us  the  more  by  their  con¬ 
trail  with  the  gloom  and  defolation 
that  furround  them.  On  his  march 
towards  Rome,  Buonaparte  necef- 
farily  pafied  at  a  fhort  diftance 
from  the  little  republic  of  San  Ma¬ 
rino.  This  republic  which,  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  Gerfau, 
on  the  Lake  of  Lucerne,  is  the 
moil  diminutive  in  Europe,  has 
exifted  in  freedom  for  twelve  cen¬ 


turies,  while  all  around  it  has  been 
enilaved,  and  it  has  only  known 
from  defcription  the  miferies  of 

war.  The  republic  of  Venice,  in 
the  moft  palmy  ftate  of  its  glory, 
did  not  difdain  to  be  greeted  as 
“  the  deareft  After”  of  this  humble 
but  interefting  community.  In  the 
fweeping  deftruflion  of  all  the  ex? 
ifting  governments  of  Italy,  which 
the  French  feemed  to  have  deter¬ 
mined  on,  the  citizens  of  San 
Marino  had  too  much  reafon  to 
fear  that  the  mere  name  which 
their  form  of  government  bore, 
would  be  a  (lender  proteflion  ;  and 
it  is,  therefore,  probable,  that  they 
looked  with  confiderable  anxiety 
on  the  movements  of  the  French 
general. 

Their  fears,  whatever  might  be 
the  extent  of  them,  were,  however, 
removed  by  Buonaparte,  who  dif- 
patched  M.  Monge  to  San  Marino, 
not  only  to  affure  the  inhabitants 
of  his  efteem,  but  alfo  to  make 
them  an  offer  of  enlarging  their 
fcanty  limits,  fhould  any  part  of 
the  neighbouring  territory  appear 
to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to  them. 
Though  the  fpeech  of  M.  Monge 

was,  like  moft  French  fpeeches,  in 
a  wretched  theatrical  tafte,  and  in 
fome  points  wandered  far  away 
from  truth,  yet  the  ftrain  of  com¬ 
pliment  in  which  it  was  drawn  up, 
and  the  tranquillizing  affurances 
which  it  gave,  could  not  fail  of 
affording  fatisfadlion  to  thofe  to 
whom  it  was  addreffed.  The  cap¬ 
tain-regents  and  the  council  of  San 
Marino  were,  however,  not  to  be 
feduced  from  the  path  of  prudence 
by  the  fplendid  profpefts  which 
were  thus  opened  to  them.  They 
exprefled  warmly  their  gratitude 
for  the  proffered  favour  :  but,  with 
a  wife  forbearance  which  cannot  be 

too 
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too  much  praifed,  thev  declined 
availing  themfelves  of  the  danger¬ 
ous  gift.  “  Tell  him^’  faid  they, 
((  that  the  republic  of  San  Marino, 
contented  with  its  mediocrity, 
fears  to  accept  the  generous  offer 
which  has  been  made  to  it,  of  ex¬ 
tending  its  territory,  fmce  that 
extenfion  might,  at  length,  put  its 
liberty  to  hazard/’  They,  there¬ 
fore,  bounded  their  wifhes  to  a 
clofer  commercial  connexion  with 
France,  and  to  a  treaty  with  that 
power,  for  the  purpofe  of  guaran¬ 
teeing  the  fafety  of  San  Marino. 
On  his  return  from  Tolentino, 
Buonaparte  made  to  this  miniature 
republic  a  prefent  of  four  pieces  of 
cannon,  ordered  fome  grain,  which 
it  wifhed  to  purchafe,  to  be  gra- 
tuitoufly  furnifhed  to  it,  and  like- 
wife  exempted  from  all  contribu¬ 
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tions  whatever  poffeffions  were  held 
by  its  citizens  within  the  legation 
of  Romagna. 

In  another  inftance,  too,  about 
the  fame  period,  the  French  gene¬ 
ral  afted  in  a  manner  which  was 
honourable  to  his  feelings  and  tafte. 
On  the  right  bank  of  the  Mincio, 
below  the  fortrefs  of  Mantua,  is 
the  village  of  Pietola,  anciently 
Andes,  the  birth-place  of  Virgil, 
the  country  immediately  round 
v/hich,  ftill  bears  the  name  of  the 
Virgilian  fields.  This  village  had 
fuffered  feverely  in  the  recent  con- 
tefls ;  but,  by  order  of  Buonaparte, 
the  inhabitants  were  now  indemni¬ 
fied  for  their  Ioffes,  and  a  column, 
with  appropriate  infcriptions,  was 
erected,  in  memory  of  the  Roman 
poet. 
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Campaign  againfl  the  Emperor  on  the  Side  of  Italy.  P  off t  ions  of  the  Aufrians 
and  French  previous  to  the  Opening  of  the  Campaign .  Attions  at  Lovadina 
and  other  Places .  Powerful  Reinforcements  J'ent  to  Buonaparte  by  the 
Directory.  Mutiny  quelled  by  Bernadotte.  Strength  of  Buonaparte* s 
Army .  The  Interior  of  France  f  ripped  of  Troops ,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  make  a  great  Effort .  Exertions  of  Buonaparte  to  have  his  Army  well 
Officered .  Difheartened  State  ofthe  Aufrian  Army.  The  Archduke 
Charles  placed  at  the  Head  of  it.  Tardy  putting  in  Motion  of  the  Rein¬ 
forcements  intended  for  him.  Eagernefs  of  the  Diredory  for  the  Opening  of 
the  Campaign.  It  promifes  that  the  Armies  on  the  Rhine  Jhall  be  put  in 
Motion  to  fecond  the  Army  of  Italy ,  Plan  of  the  French  General.  Pro¬ 
clamation  addreffed  by  Buonaparte  to  his  Army  on  the  Day  on  which  he 
commenced  the  Campaign.  Amount  of  Contributions  drawn  from  Italy. 
Contemptuous  Language  ufed  with  refped  to  the  Houfe  of  Aufria.  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Appeal  to  the  People.  Inf  rud  ions  of  the  Diredory.  The  Princi¬ 
ples  of  the  French  Government  the  fame  asunder  the  Reign  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  Infrudions  of  Buonaparte  to  Joubert ,  refpeding  his  Conduct  in  the 
Tyrol.  Firf  Movements  of  the  French  Armies.  Serrurier  and  Guyeux 
compel  Hohenzollern  to  retreat  behind  the  Piave.  Operations  of  Maffena  in 
the  Country  of  Cadore.  General  Lufegnan  defeated ,  and  made  Prifoner 
’With  a  Part  of  his  Army,  Retreat  of  General  Sporck .  P off t  ion  of  the 

Aufrians 
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Auflrians  behind  the  Tagliamento.  The  Archduke  retires  from  it  after  & 
flight  Action.  He  takes  Poji  behind  the  Ifonzo.  The  Toft  not  tenable 
in  Confequence  of  the  Drynefs  of  the  Weather »  Capture  of  Gradifca  by 
Bernadotte .  Buonaparte  dijfatisfied  with  Bernadotte.  Retreat  of  the 
Archduke  to  Wippach .  Triefte  and  the  Mines  of  Idria  taken  Pojftjjion  of 
by  the  french.  Inflammatory  Proclamation  of  Buonaparte  to  the  People  of 
the  Province  of  Goritzia.  Defcription  of  the  Chain  of  Mountains  on  the 
German  Frontier.  Plan  of  the  Archduke  to  turn  the  left  Flank ,  and 
fall  on  the  Rear  of  the  invading  Force.  Movements  in  Confequence . 
The  Plan  is  fruftr  a  ted  by  Majfena  having  obtained  Pojfejflon  of  the  Pafs 
of  Tarvis .  Mif conduit  of  General  Ocjkay.  The  Archduke  fends  Orders 
to  recover  the  Pafs.  Gallantry  of  General  Gontreuil .  He  drives  the 
French  from  Saffnitz.  They  advance  with  fuperior  Forces  and  recover 
that  Place.  The  Column  of  General  Bayalitfch  furrounded  and  made 
Prif oners.  The  Archduke  refolves  to  fall  back  on  his  Reinforcements. 
Preparations  for  Defence  at  Vienna.  Camps  and  Works  formed .  Pa¬ 
triot  if  m  of  the  Citizens  and  Peafants P  Hungarian  Levy  in  Mafs  called 
■out.  Impolitic  Conduit  of  the  Auftrian  Cabinet  at  the  Outfet  of  the  War . 
The  Trench  Army  advances  to  Klagenfert.  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the 
Archduke  Charles ,  making  Overtures.  Anfwer  of  the  Archduke »  Proclama¬ 
tion  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Carinthkins.  Abufe  of  England.  Falfe  After- 
Hons  of  Buonaparte.  Cruelties  co?nmitted  by  the  Republican  Soldiers. 
The  Army  of  the  Archduke  purfued  by  Buonaparte.  Indecijive  Combats  at 
Freifach ,  Neumarkt ,  and  Hundsmarkt.  The  French  advance  to  fuden - 
berg y  Knittelfeldt ,  and  Leohen.  Operations  in  the  Tyrol.  foubert 
defeats  Kerpen ,  and  compels  him  to  retreat  towards  Botzen.  After  att 
■obftinate  Conteft  he  alfo  drives  back  Laudohn  to  the  Valley  of  Meran» 
Kerpen  defeated  a  fecond  Time  at  Claufen.  He  falls  back  to  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Sterzing .  foubert  enters  Brixen .  Error  committed 
by  Kerpen.  f  oubert  fails  in  an  Attempt  to  drive  Kerpen  over  the 
Mountains.  Flis  embarraffed  Situation.  The  Tyrolians  rife  in  Mafs • 
Advantages  obtained  over  the  French  by  Laudohn .  Kerpen  advatjces  againfl 
them.  foubert  impedes  his  Progrefs  by  burning  the  Bridges.  He  fuc- 
seeds  itt  effle fling  a  funflion  voith  the  mam  Body  of  the  French  Army . 
Th?  French  driven  from  the  Italian  Tyrol.  Laudohn  advances  to  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Verona.  Situation  of  Buonaparte.  His  Intentions . 
The  Emperor  refolves  to  treat.  He  fends  two  Generals  to  propofe  an. 
Arpiiftice.  An  Armiftice  concluded  for  Jix  Days .  Line  occupied  by  the 
French  Army.  Recapture  of  Trifle,  and  Fiume  by  Colonel  Caflmit\ 
The  French  infift  on  re-entering  Triefle. 


Subsequently  to  the  defeat  of 
Alvinzi,  in  January,  the  Auf. 
trian  army  was  cantoned  in  the 
Trentine,  and  in  the  Venetian  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Feltre,  Belluno,  and  Tre- 
yifo.  Its  right  extended,  by  the  Val 
di  Nos  and  the  Val  di  Sole,  to  the 


mcuntains]of  Boremo  and  the  upper 
Engadine,  whence  the  Adda,  the 
Aglio,  the  Adige,  and  the  Inn 
derive  their  widely-diverging  wa¬ 
ters.  Its  centre  ftretched  from 
the  Adige,  by  the  Lavis,  along 
the  Val  di  Cembra  and  the  Val  di 

Taffa* 
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Taffa,  acrofs  the  mountains,  and 
down  the  Cordevole,  to  Feltre, 
on  the  river  Piave.  The  left  wing 
held  the  left  bank  of  the  Piave, 
from  Feltre  to  the  Adriatic  fea. 
In  the  beginning  of  February,  the 
Archduke  withdrew  behind  the 
Tagliamento  a  part  of  his  army, 
confifting  of  about  fifteen  thoufand 
men,  in  order  to  fend  it  into  can¬ 
tonments  in  Carinlhia  and  Friuli. 
The  remainder  was  about  twenty- 
three  thoufand  ftrong,  of  which 
eleven  thoufand  on  the  right,  under 
general  Liptay,  afterwards  replaced 
by  generals  Kerpen  and  Laudohn, 
defended  the  territory  from  the 
mountains  of  the  Engadine  to  Sa- 
lurn,  and,  covering  the  valley  of 
the  Adige,  barred  the  entrance  of 
the  Tyrol ;  general  Lufignan  with 
feven  thoufand  men,  took  charge 
of  the  country  between  Salurn  and 
Feltre;  and  general  Hohenzollern, 
with  five  thoufand  troops,  watched 
the  Piave  from  Feltre  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river. 

In  front  of  this  line,  and  at  no 
great  diftanee,  was  that  which 
was  held  by  the  republican  army. 
The  French  line  commenced,  on 
the  left,  at  Vezzano,  in  the  Tren- 
tine,  and,  pafling  by  Trent,  fol 
lowed  the  valley  of  the  Brenta  to 
Baffano,  whence  it  was  continued 
to  the  vicinity  of  Trevifo.  Jou- 
bert  commanded  in  the  Trentine, 
Maffena  in  the  centre,  and  the 
divifion  on  the  right  was  under  the 
immediate  diredion  of  Buonaparte 
himfelf. 

During  the  period  that  Buona¬ 
parte  was  engaged  in  the  conqueft 
of  the  Ecclefiaftical  ftates,  nothing 
of  any  importance  took  place  in 
the  1  rentine,  or  the  Venetian 
Hates.  Several  (harp  adions  did 
indeed  occur  between  the  out  polls., 


and  detached  bodies,  particularly 
at.  Deutfchmetz  and  Cembra,  in 
the  Tyrol ;  and  at  Lovadina,  on 
the  Piave  ;  in  which  the  French 
were  fometim.es  worfted,  and  in 
two  inftances  with  confiderable 
lofs ;  but  thefe  affairs  did  not  pro¬ 
duce  any  change  in  the  relative 
fituation  of  the  two  parties.  What¬ 
ever  trifling  advantages  might  be 
gained  by  the  Aufirians,  they 
were  too  weak  to  improve  them; 
and  their  antagonifts  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  to  move  forward  till  they 
were  enabled  to  do  fo  with  effed, 
by  the  arrival  of  the  whole  of 
their  reinforcements. 

The  rapid  incurfion  into  the 
Ecclefiaftical  ftates  had  at  length 
furnilhed  Buonaparte  with  thole 
pecuniary  means  which  were  in- 
difpenfible,  to  enable  him  to  put 
his  forces  in  motion  againft  the 
German  provinces  of  the  emperor. 
It  was  the  care  of  the  Directory 
to  render  his  army  fufiiciently 
ftrong  to  bear  down  whatever  re- 
fiftance  might  be  oppofed  to  its 
progrefs.  i(  Give  me  men/'  faid 
he  to  the  Directory,  ({  and  I  will 
fupply  you  with  money.”  Accord¬ 
ingly  it  fpared  no  exertions  to 
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to  exchange  reinforcements  for  a 
few  millions  in  calb.  From  the 
army  of  the  coafts  of  the  ocean  it 
drew  one  divifion  of  infantry,  and 
two  other  divifions  from  the  armies 
of  the  Rhine  and  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe.  Thefe  divifions  con- 
fifted  nominally  of  forty  thoufand 
men  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  not 
more  than  thirty  four  or  thirty 
five  thoufand  effedive  men  joined 
the  army  of  Italy.  To  thefe  rauft 
be  added  a  body  of  about  fifteen 
hundred  cavalry. 


accomphlh  that  defirable  purpofi 
or,  in  its  own  facetious  lan^ttap; 


Thefe 
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Thefe  reinforcements  arrived  in 
Lombardy  at  various  periods,  be¬ 
tween  the  latter  end  of  January, 
and  the  latter  end  of  February  ;  the 
major  pare  of  them  towards  the 
clofe  of  February.  Thofe  from 
the  Rhine  were  led  by  Bernadotte, 
and  are  faid  to  have  crofted  the 
Alps  without  the  Auftrian  govern¬ 
ment  having  obtained  the  flighted: 
information  of  their  movements  ; 
a  fa£f  which,  unaccountable  as  it 
is,  and  not  a  little  difgraceful  to 
the  Auftrians,  appears,  neverthe- 
lefs,  to  be  true.  At  Milan  a  mu¬ 
tiny  of  a  part  of  thefe  troops  took 
place,  in  confequence  of  their  not 
having  been  paid ;  but  it  was 
crufhed  by  the  firmnefs  of  Berna¬ 
dotte,  who  refolutely  rufhed  among 
them,  and  threatened  to  run  his 
fabre  through  the  body  of  the  hrft 
man  who  dared  refufe  to  march. 

By  the  junction  of  thefe  divi- 
fions  Buonaparte  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  a  more  powerful  army 
than  any  which  he  hac],  hitherto 
commanded,  and  he  might  reafon- 
ably  hope  that  he  fhould  be  enabled 
to  increafe  the  military  renown 

J 

•which  he  had  already  acquired. 
The  number  of  men  which  he  had 
now  under  his  orders,  including 
three  thoufand  Italians  and  Poles, 
fell  fcarcely  fhort  of  eighty  thou¬ 
fand.  Much  was  indeed  expefted 
from  him,  by  the  French  rulers, 
who  had,  as  they  informed  him, 
abfolutely  ft  ripped  the  interior,  fo 
as  to  leave  it  without  a  fingle  corps 
of  referve,  in  order  that  he  might 
have  the  means  of  pufhing  his  con- 
quefts  in  the  moft  vigorous  man¬ 
ner.  They  alfo  warned  him,  that 
it  would  be  impofiible  for  them  to 
fend  him  any  further  fuccour,  un~- 
lefs  by  his  vi&ories  he  put  it  in 
their  power  to  draw  more  troops 
9 


with  fafety  from  the  armies  on  the 
Rhine;  nor  did  they  forget  to 
remind  him,  that  the  barren  trea- 
fury  of  the  republic  flood  greatly 
in  need  of  being  fru&ifted  by  his 
adlive  exertions. 

It  was  not  alone  to  the  numeri¬ 
cal  amount  of  his  army  that  a 
Uriel  attention  was  paid  by  the 
republican  general.  He  was  anxi¬ 
ous  that  it  fhould  excel  in  its  com- 
pofition  as  much  as  in  its  ftrength  ; 
and,  efpecially,  that  it  fhould  be 
officered  by  men  on  whofe  Ikill  and 
ready  obedience  he  could  confidently 
rely.  In  confequence,  he  requefted 
that,  to  adt  under  him,  young 
men  might  be  fent,  who  would 
habituate  themfelves  to  a  war  of  ra¬ 
pid  movement  and  of  manoeuvring; 
he  deprecated  the  burthening  of 
him  with  any  who  had  fought  in 
Vendee,  as  they,  he  faid,  under- 
ftood  nothing  of  war  ;  he  pointed 
out  to  the  Directory  many  officers 
whofe  fervices  he  wifhed  for  ;  and 
he  fubjoined  to  his  difpatch  a  lift 
of  thofe  whom  he  defired  to  be 
recalled  from  Italy,  becaufe  their 
lack  of  talent  rendered  them  unfit 
to  be  entruffed  with  command. 
His  army  was  chiefly  compofed  of 
veterans,  and,  by  thefe  judicious 
meafures,  he  fupplied  it  with  lead¬ 
ers  who  were  capable  of  turning 
the  courage  and  experience  of  thofe 
veterans  to  the  beft  account.  It 
is  manifeft  that  an  army  fo  confti- 
tuted  mull  take  the  field  with 
many  advantages  on  its  fide  ;  and, 
confequently,  with  the  well  ground¬ 
ed  and  cheering  anticipation  of  ob¬ 
taining  an  almoft  certain  triumph. 

The  Auftrian  army,  on  the 
contrary,  was  in  a  very  different 
fituation.  It  was  not  lefs  morally 
than  it  was  phyfically  weakened. 
The  gteateft  part  of  the  veterans 

had 
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Had  fallen,  or  been  made  prifoners, 
in  a  fucceffion  of  defeats,  and  the 
few  who  were  left  had  loll  that 
confidence  and  alacrity  without 
the  poffeffion  of  which  nothing 
praifeworthy  can  be  achieved.  The 
remainder  of  the  troops  were  new 
levies,  who  had  feen  no  fervice, 
and  who  could  not  but  coniider  as 
an  ill-omened  one  that  on  which 
they  were  now  fent.  Nor  was 
defpondency  confined  to  the  mere 
foldiery ;  it  extended  to  the  offi¬ 
cers,  many  of  whom  teemed  alfo 
more  difpofed  to  criticife  each 
other’s  faults  than-  to  drive  to  re¬ 
pair  them.  It  is  even  faid,  that 
a  worfe  evil  prevailed,  and  that 
French  gold  had  been  profufely 
employed,  to  feduee  a  portion  of 
them  from  the  paths  of  honour  and 
duty.  It  is  certain  that,  before 
the  opening  of  the  campaign,  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  make  ex¬ 
amples  of  fome,  who,  either  from 
treachery  or  from  incapacity,  had 
proved  that  they  no  longer  ought 
to  be  trufled  with  an  authority 
which,  in  their  hands,  might  en¬ 
danger  the  fafety  of  their  country. 

As  the  bed  remedy  that  could 
be  applied  in  this  precarious  date 
of  affairs,  the  Audrian  cabinet 
refolved  to  give  to  the  Archduke 
Charles  the  command  on  the  Italian 
frontier.  It  was  hoped  that  his 
fplendid  talents  would  counter-' 
balance  thofe  of  the  French  ge¬ 
neral  *  and,  above  all,  that  the 
glory  which  he  had  fo  recently 
gained,  would  revive  the  dejecded 
courage  of  the  Audrian  foldiers. 
The  meafure  was  undoubtedly  a 
wife  one,,  and  might  have  been 
effective,  had  it  been  promptly 
followed  up  by  others  of  equal 
wifdom.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  cafe.  Large  reinforcements  of 


excellent  troops  were  indeed  order¬ 
ed  from  the  Rhine,  but  this  order 
was  fo  tardily  iffued,  that  it  was 
not  poffible  for  them  to  reach  their 
dedination  till  long  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  campaign.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  impolitic  than 
this  flownefs,  as  it  was  evident  that,, 
whichever  of  the  contending  parties 
fucceededin  driking  thefirdfuccefs- 
ful  blow  would,  in  all  probability, 
prefer  ve  theafcendency  thus  obtain¬ 
ed  over  his  defeated  antagonid. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  it 
was  manifeflly  to  the  advantage  of 
the  French  to  open  the  campaign  at 
as  early  a  period  as  poffible.  Their 
military  ched  was  replenifhed, 
their  reinforcements  were  arrived, 
their  preparations  were  completed-, 
and  they  had,  therefore,  nothing 
to  gain  by  delay.  By  attacking 
immediately  they  might,  on  the 
contrary,  drike  a  blow  againd  the 
Archduke  Charles  before  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  fuccours  which  he  ex¬ 
pelled,  and  cripple  his  army  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  even  thofe  fuc¬ 
cours,  when  they  did  arrive,  would 
be  incompetent  to  their  intended 
purpofe.  So  drongly  impreffed 
was  the  Diretdory  with  this  idea*, 
xthat,  although  the  French  armies 
on  the  Rhine  were  not  yet  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  take  the  field,  it  twice 
importuned  its  general  in  Italy  to 
commence  tire  campaign ;  promi- 
frng  him  that  every  exertion  fnoulii 
be  timely  made  to  fecond  him  on 
the  fide  of  Franconia  and  Suabia* 
He  was  thus  induced  to  believe 
that  the  Rhine  would  be  eroded 
about  the  fame  period  that  he  him- 
felf  effected  the  paffage  of  the 
Tagliamervto.,  Thispromife  was 
not  performed,  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  breach  of  it  had 
nearly  proved  fatal.  Buonaparte, 

however* 
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however,  relying  upon  its  execu¬ 
tion,  and  naturally  difpofed  to  da¬ 
ring  meafures,  refolved  without 
heiitation,  to  attempt  the  bold  and 
hazardous  enterprize  of  leading 
his  army  under  the  walls  of  Vienna. 
He  was  no  doubt  urged  on  like  wife 
by  the  additional  and  potent  fti- 
inulus  of  rivalfhip,  and  the  flatter¬ 
ing  hope  cf  rending  the  recently 
acquired  laurels  from  the  brow  of 
his  princely  antagonift. 

It  appears  to  have  been  the  plan 
of  the  French  general  to  penetrate, 
with  his  centre  and  right  wing, 
through  the  paffes  of  the  Noric 
and  Julian  Alps,  into  the  heart  of 
Carinthia,  turning,  if  poflible,  the 
right  flank  of  the  forces  under  the 
Archduke,  while  his  left  wing 
moved  up  the  Tyrol,  expelled  the 
Auftrians  fr  m  all  the  fouth  of  that 
country,  and  at  length  effected  its 
junflion  with  him  by  the  valleys 
of  the  Rientz  and  the  Drave.  He 
might  then,  as  circumflances  fhould 
dictate,  either  move  upon  Vienna, 
or  direct  his  march  to  Saltzburg, 
and  enter  Bavaria  by  the  valley  of 
the  Inn,  for  the  purpofe  of  uniting 
with  Hoche  and  Moreau.  By 
this  latter  movement  the  enemy 
would,  he  was  of  opinion,  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  abandon  the  northern 
Tyrol.  His  conquefts  he  conceiv¬ 
ed  to  be  adequately  guarded  on 
the  fide  of  the  Trentine  by  the 
garrifons  and  fortreffes  of  Pefchiera 
and  Mantua,  the  entrenched  camp 
of  Cartel  Nuovo,  and  five  or  fix 
thoufand  men,  under  general  Kil- 
maine.  General  Victor  with  a 
divifion,  confifting  of  about  eight 
thoufand  men,  was  deftined  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  three  Papal  legations, 
garrifon  Ancona,  and  keep  a  watch¬ 
ful  eye  over  the  Neapolitan  mo¬ 
narch.  The  force  led  by  Buona¬ 


parte,  through  the  Venetian  ter* 
ritory,  was,  perhaps,  betwen  forty 
and  fifty  thoufand  men ;  that  which 
was  entrufted  to  Joubert,  in  the 
Tyrol,  was  about  half  that  num¬ 
ber. 

With  the  French  republicans  the 
weapon,  as  they  called  it,  of  pro¬ 
clamations  was  a  favourite  one,  and 
by  no  perfon  was  it  more  ufed 
than  by  Buonaparte.  From 
Baflano,  on  the  fame  day  March 
on  which  he  opened  the  10th. 
campaign,  he  iffued  one 
of  thefe^provocatives,  addrerted  to 
his  foldiers,  and  partly  intended 
to  fiimulate  them  to  exertion,  but 
defigned  alfo  to  produce,  in  ano¬ 
ther  quarter,  a  beneficial  effect  to 
his  caufe.  In  the  outfet  of  it  he 
made  a  pompous  enumeration  of  the 
many  fplendid  triumphs  w'hich  his 
army  had  obtained  ;  not  forgetting 
to  flate  that  it  had,  for  the  firit 
time,  planted  the  flag  of  France 
(s  on  the  fhores  of  the  Adriatic, 
and  within  twenty- four  hours  fail 
of  ancient  Macedonia.”  He  alfo 
talked  of  its  having  given  liberty 
to  the  Lombard  and  Cifpadan  re¬ 
publics  ;  though  he  well  knew  that, 
if  it  were  neceffary  for  her  own 
intereft,  France  was  prepared  to 
facrifice  that  liberty  to  the  Auf- 
trian  fovereign.  One  paragraph 
might  have  given  a  leflfon  to  kings, 
if  any  thing  could  give  it,  that  it 
is  not  only  more  honourable,  a 
point  not  always  regarded  by  them, 
but  alfo  more  cheap,  to  reflft  an 
enemy  bravely,  than  to  purchafe 
from  him  an  inglorious,  and  con- 
fequently  precarious  fafety.  “  The 
contributions,”  faid,  he,  u  ex- 
a&ed  from  the  countries  which 
you  have  conquered,  have  fed, 
clothed,  and  paid  the  army  during 
the  whole  campaign,  and  you  have, 

befides. 
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befides  Tent  thirty  millions  of  li- 
vres  to  the  minifter  of  finance,  to 
afiilt  the  public  treafury." 

The  molt  important  part  of  this 
ftate  paper  was,  however,  its  con- 
clufion.  “  Of  all  the  many  ene¬ 
mies,  who  coalefced  to  ftifle  the 
republic  in  its  birth,  the  emperor 
alone/'  faid  the  French  general, 
“  continues  in  arms  againft  us. 
Degrading  himfelf  from  the  rank 
of  a  great  power,  that  prince  has 
entered  into  the  pay  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  London.  He  has  no 
longer  any  policy,  any  will,  but 
that  of  thofe  perfidious  iflanders, 
who  are  ftrangers  to  the  calamities 
of  war,  and  fmile  with  pleafure  at 
the  miferies  of  the  continent. 

“  The  executive  Diredory  has 
fpared  no  pains  to  give  peace  to 
Europe.  The  moderation  of  its 
propofals  formed  a  contrad  to  the 
iuperiority  of  its  armies.  It  was 
not  your  courage  that  it  confulted, 
but  humanity  and  the  with  of  fee¬ 
ing  you  return  to  the  bofom  of 
your  families.  The  Diredory  has 
not  been  liftened  to  at  Vienna. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  hope  of 
obtaining  a  peace,  bur  by  march¬ 
ing  to  feek  it  in  the  heart  of  the 
hereditary  ftates  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  You  will  find  there  a 
brave  ppeole  weighed  down  to  the 
earth  by  the  war  againft  the  Turks, 
and  by  the  prefent  war.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  Vienna  and  of  the 
Auftrian  ftates  lament  the  blindnefs 
and  the  defpotifm  of  their  govern¬ 
ment.  There  is  not  one  of  them 
who  does  not  believe  that  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  emperor  are  corrupt¬ 
ed  with  Engiifh  gold.  You  will 
refpe6t  their  religion  and  their 
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cuftoms ;  you  will  proted  their 
properties;  you  willbeftow  liberty 
on  the  brave  Hungarian  nation. 

“  The  houfe  of  Auftria  which, 
for  three  centuries,  has  loft  in 
every  war  a  portion  of  its  power, 
and  which  excites  difcontent  among 
its  fubjeds,  by  robbing  them  of 
their  privileges,  will,  at  the  end 
of  the  fixth  campaign,  (fince  it 
compels  us  to  make  it)  be  reduced 
to  accept  fuch  a  peace  as  we  fhall 
think  proper  to  grant  ;  and,  in 
fad,  to  defcend  to  the  rank  of  a 
fecondary  power,  in  which  rank 
it  has,  indeed,  already  placed  it- 
felf,  by  receiving  the  wages  and 
putting  itfelf  at  the  difpofal  of 
England." 

This  manifefto  to  the  Germans 
and  Hungarians,  for  fuch  it  was 
in  fad,  was  evidently  drawn  up 
in  ftrid  conformity  with  the  in- 
ftrudions  fent  to  Buonaparte,  fe- 
veral  months  before*,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  he  was  expeded  to 
penetrate  into  Germany'.  In  thofe 
inft ructions,  he  was  direded  to 
preferve  the ftrideftdicipline  among 
his  troops,  in  order  to  conciliate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  theatre  of 
war ;  and  it  was  added,  “  but  it 
will  not  be  enough  to  prevent 
tbem  from  becoming  our  enemies, 
it  is  neceffary  to  render  them 
the  enemies  of  their  government, 
and  even  to  fow  the  feeds  of  infur- 
redion  in  countries  into  which  our 
arms  have  not  penetrated."  Hun¬ 
gary  then  was  particularly  pointed 
out,  as  the  country  which  was 
likely'  to  be  roufed  into  rebellion 
by  “  energetic  proclamations  in 
the  vulgar  tongue."  Thefe  in- 
ftrudions  are  in  the  genuine  fpirit 


*  Letter  of  the  Diredory  to  Buonaparte:  4th.  Venderaiaire,  An.  5.  (26th. 
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of  the  famous  decrees  of  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December  1792,  and  they 
irrefragably  prove,  that  the  repub¬ 
licans,  after  a  lapfe  of  four  years, 
though  they  had  occafionally  found 
it  politic  to  difavow  their  offend ve 
doClrines,  were  if  Ill  animated  by 
the  fame  fubverting  fury  that  in- 
fpired  them  under  the  reign  of  the 
Convention.  The  laws  of  the 
Medes  and  Perfians  were,  in  truth, 
not  more  immutable  than  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  fchemes  of  the  rulers  of 
France. 

A  fimilar  fydem  to  his  own  was 
dire&ed,  by  the  commander  in 
chief,  to  be  purfued  by  general 
youbert,  on  the  fide  of  the  Tyrol. 
There  was,  however,  one  curious 
variation.  The  Tyrolefe  have 
alwavs  been  attached  to  the  honfe 
of  Auftria,  and  therefore,  it  was 
probably  imagined  that  they  would 
not  liden  with  complacency  to 
abufe  of  their  fbvereign.  Jou- 
bert  was  confequently  indru&ed 
ii  to  fpeak  well  of  the  emperor, 
and  exceedingly  ill  of  his  minifiefs, 
and  of  thofe  who  advifed  him.” 
It  was  at  the  fame  time  recoin- 
mended  to  him,  i(  to  cajole  the 
priefls  lav ifhly ,  to  endeavour  to 
form  a  party  among  the  monks, 
by  taking  care  to  treat  with  dif- 
tin&ion  the  theologians  and  other 
learned  men  of  the  monadic  orders, 
and  alfo  to-  difplay  much  amenity, 
and  to  drive  to  conciliate  the  peo¬ 
ple;”  and,  for  the  better  accom*- 
plifhing  of  this  latter  purpofe,  he 
was  forbidden  to  touch  any  pro¬ 
perty,  or  magazines*  except  thofe 
which  belonged  to  his  imperial 
majedy. 

In  order  to  advance  into  the 
Audrian  dominions,  without  ex- 
podng  himfelf  to  be  taken  in  flank 
by  any  of  the  imperial  diriflons, 


it  was  neceffary  that  Buonaparte* 
fhould  be  the  aflailant  on  all  the 
three  acceflible  pafles  into  Ger¬ 
many,  and  this  his  fuperiority  of 
force  enabled  him  to  be.  The 
banks  of  the  upper  and  lower  Piave 
were  the  feene  of  the  fir  A  opera¬ 
tions  ;  the  objeCt  of  which  was  to 
drive  back  the  divifion  of  Hohen- 
zollern  to  the  Tagliamento,  and 
alfo,  which  was  the  main  point,  to 
break  the  connecting  link  between 
the  Audrian  armies  in  the  Tyrol 
and  in  Friuli.  This  connecting 
link,  as  we  have  before  dated,  was 
the  weak  divifion  of  Lufmnan. 

O  " 

which  guarded  the  Cordevolo  and 
the  upper  Piave. 

In  purfuanceof  this  fcheme,  three 
French  dividons  made  a  fimultane- 
ous  movement  on  the  tenth  of 
March  ;  one  of  them,  under  Maf- 
fena,  proceeding  to  Feltre,  while 
the  two  others*  led  by  Serrurier 
and  Guieux,  marched  towards 
the  lower  Piave.  The  two  latter 
eroded  the  Piave,  unoppofed,  on 
the  twelfth,  at  San  Vito  and  Gf- 
pidaletto,  and  took  pod  at  San 
Salvador  and  Conegliano ;  the  Aus¬ 
trians,  under  Hohenzollern,  retir¬ 
ing,  on  the  approach  of  the  French, 
from  their  camp  of  Campana.  At 
Sacile,  general  Guieux  came  up 
with  the  retreating  Audrians,  and 
had  a  fkirmifh  with  their  rear 
guard,  in  which  all  his  advantage 
was  confined  to  the  capture  of  a 
few  prifoners.  Nor  could  he* 
though  aided  by  a  column  on  the 
fide  of  Portohufole,  prevent  Ho¬ 
henzollern  from  effecting  his  re- 
treat  in  fafety  behind  the  Taglia¬ 
mento. 

Maffena,  meanwhile,  was  more- 
fuccefsful  in  carrying  into  execu¬ 
tion  his  (hare  of  the  plan.  As  he 
pufhed  forward  from-  Feltre,  the 
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imperiahfts  withdrew  from  the 
Cordevolo,  and  continued  their 
retrograde  movements  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Pieve  de  Cadore.  Near 
Longara,  Mafiena  came  up  with 
the  rear  guard  of  general  Lufignan, 
which  he  fpeediiy  furrounded.  The 
Auftrians,  neverthelefs,  were  not 
difheartened ;  they  threw  them- 
felves  into  a  fquare,  and  defended 
themfelves  for  thirteen  hours  with 
the  utmoft  valour.  At  length, 
their  ammunition  being  exhaufted, 
and  having  failed  in  an  attempt  to 
open  a  paflage  with  the  bayonet, 
they  were  under  the  neceftity  of 
laying  down  their  arms.  Lufignan 
himfelfwas  taken  prifoner,  with  five 
or  fix  hundred  of  his  men.  General 
Sporck,  with  his  divifion,  was  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  accomplifh  his 
retreat  by  Cortina,  and  to  fave 
the  whole  of  his  artillery,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  badnefs  of  the  roads 
and  other  obftacles  ;  and  he  fub- 
fequently,  after  a  tedious  and  pe¬ 
rilous  march,  joined  the  Archduke 
Charles  in  the  valley  of  the  Muehr. 

Thefe  preliminary  movements 
having  fucceeded  to  his  wifh,  Buo¬ 
naparte  marched  towards  Valva- 
fone,  on  the  Tagliamento,  with 
the  divifions  of  Bernadotte,  Gui- 
eux  and  Serrurier,  while  Mafiena 
pufhed  up  the  river,  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Spilimbergo  and  Ofopo, 
with  the  defign  of  manoeuvring  on 
the  right  of  the  imperial  army. 
The  Tagliamento  has  ufually  a 
fufficient  depth  of  water  to  require 
the  conftruiftion  of  a  bridge  by  an 
invading  army  ;  but,  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  the  drynefs  of  the  feafon  had 
now  rendered  it  eafily  fordable  in 
almoft  every  part.  Its  left  bank 
was  defended  by  a  part  of  the 
Auftrian  forces,  chiefly  cavalry, 
who  occupied  the  villages  of  Tor- 


rido  and  Rivas,  and  had  thrown  up 
fome  flight  entrenchments,  rather 
with  the  view  of  retarding  than 
preventing  the  paflfageof  the  ftrearn. 
The  reft  of  their  army  held,  further 
back,  the  villages  of  Codriopo, 
Goritzia,  and  Gradifca,  neither  of 
which  laft  two  places  mult  be  con¬ 
founded  with  towns  of  the  fame 
name  on  the  river  Ifonzo.  By  the 
aid  of  a  heavy  cannonade  from 
their  batteries,  which  were  fo 
placed  as  to  procure  a  crofs  fire, 
the  republicans  gained  a  footingon 
the  ieft  bank;  not,  however,  with¬ 
out  having  fuffered  confiderably 
from  the  fire  of  the  Auftrians. 
The  archduke  made  two  efforts  to 
arreft  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy, 
by  attacking  their  flanks,  but, 
finding  that  he  was  too  far  out¬ 
numbered  to  have  a  chance  of  fuc- 
cefs,  he  abandoned  his  po- 
fition,  and  retired  flowly  March 
towards  Palma  Nova,  and  16th. 
thence  beyond  the  river 
Ifonzo.  His  retreat  was  covered 
by  his  cavalry,  who  baffled  all  the 
attempts  of  the  republicans  to 
break  in  upon  his  march.  The 
French  took,  on  this  occafion, 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about 
fpur  hundred  prifoners,  among 
whbm  was  General  Schutz.  They 
boa  fled  that  they  had  put  the  Im¬ 
perial  army  completely  to  the 
rout;  an  aflertion  of  which  the 
falfehood  is  proved,  by  the  fcanti- 
nefs  of  the  trophies  that  remained 
in  their  pofieffion. 

At  any  other  feafon  the  Ifonzo 
would  probably  have  proved,  on 
this  fide,  a  barrier  which  could  not 
eafily  be  forced.  The  entrance  of 
an  army  into  Carniola  is  only  prac¬ 
ticable  in  that  fmall  portion  of  the 
courfe  of  the  river  which  lies  be¬ 
tween  Gorizia  and  the  neighbour- 
[  X  2  ]  hood 
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hood  of  Moirfalcone,  the  upper 
part  of  the  river  being  bordered, 
for  many  miles,  by  lofty  moun¬ 
tains,  and  the  lower  part  being  em- 
barraflfed  by  imprafticable  marfhes 
on  its  banks ^  The  Ifonzo,  how* 
ever,  like  the  Tagliamento,  no 
longer  deep  and  rapid,  was  dwin¬ 
dled  to  an  inconfiderable  ftream 
which  might  be  every  where  ford¬ 
ed.  The  pofttion  was,  therefore, 
no  longer  tenable  with  the  arch¬ 
duke's  inadequate  army,  and  was 
only  occupied  to  protract  the  con- 
teft,  and  thereby  gain  time  for  the 
arrival  of  the  reinforcements.  The 
Auftrian  army  halted  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  Gorizia.  On  its  left  flank, 
but  on  the  right  fide  of  the  river, 
a  garrifon  of  four  weak  battalions, 
confiding  of  about  two  thoufand 
men,  was  placed  in  Gradifca,  which 
had  been  ftrengthened  with  fome 
field  works,  that  it  might  ferve  as  a 
bridge  head,  in  cafe  the  Auftrians 
Ihould  be  able  to  make  a  ftand  in 
this  quarter. 

Buonaparte  too  well  knew  the 
value  of  time,  to  allow  it  to  be 
lofi  by  himfelf,  or  gained  by  his 
adverfary.  Accordingly,  on  the 
nineteenth,  he  was  again  in  motion. 
It  feems  to  have  been  his  plan  to 
turn  the  left  of  the  archduke,  cut 
him  off  from  the  Carniolan  road, 
and  compel  him  to  entangle  himfelf 
in  the  narrow  and  winding  valley 
of  the  upper  Ifonzo,  by  which 
means  that  prince  would  be  placed 
between  the  main  body  of  the 
French  and  their  left  under  Maf- 
fena.  If  this  were  his  intention, 
he  did  not  accomplifh  it.  In  every 
Other  refpeft  his  movements  were 
perfectly  fuccefsful.  While  the 
divifion  of  Bernadotte  advanced 
againft  Gradifca,  by  the  road  of 
Palma  Nova,  the  divifion  of  Ser- 


rurier  forded  the  river  near  Sara 
Pietro,  and  inverted  the  place  fo* 
clofely  as  to  prevent  the  garrifon 
from  retreating.  Bernadotte,  as 
foon  as  he  reached  the  town,  at¬ 
tacked  the  entrenchments ;  but  he 
was  received  with  a  tremendous 
fire  of  grape  and  mufketry,  and 
was  beaten  off,  with  the  lofs  of  five 
hundred  men.  Having  brought  up 
his  cannon,  and  made  preparations 
for  a  general  aflault,  and  being  alfo 
feconded  by  the  coming  up  of  Ser- 
rurier’s  divifion,  he  fent  into  the 
place  a  fummons,  in  the  language 
of  which  there  is  but  little  to  ap¬ 
plaud.  As,  however,  the  governor 
had  now  neither  the  hope  of  fuc- 
cour,  nor  the  means  of  refiftance, 
he  confented  to  furrender,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  he  fhould  receive  the 
honours  of  war,  and  that  the  offi¬ 
cers  fhould  be  allowed  to  return  to 
their  homes,  there  to  remain  till 
they  were  regularly  exchanged. 

The  French  general  in  chief  is 
faid  to  have  been  much  diflatisfied 
with  Bernadotte,  for  his  having 
thoughtlefsly  loft  fo  many  men,  in 
the  aflault  of  a  place  which,  he 
knew,  muft  foon  be  compelled  to 
open  its  gates  by  the  want  of  pro- 
vifions.  On  the  other  fide  there 
feems  alfo  to  be  caufe  for  cenfure. 
The  retreat  of  the  Auftrian  gene¬ 
ral  may,  perhaps,  though  that  is 
doubtful,  have  been  fomewhat  fa¬ 
cilitated  by  the  temporary  refin¬ 
ance  of  Gradifca ;  but,  in  the  weak 
ftate  of  his  army,  the  advantage 
was  fcarcely  a  fulficient  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  lofs  of  fo  confiderable 
a  detachment. 

To  fruftrate  Buonaparte's fcheme 
of  turning  the  Auftrian  left,  Prince 
Charles  continued  his  retreat,  with 
the  main  body  of  his  army,  towards 
Wippach,  while  a  column,  with  a 
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large  quantity  of  baggage, , amend¬ 
ed  the  valley  of  the  Ifonzo,  in  the 
direftion  of  Tarvis.  He  was  fol¬ 
lowed  towards  Laybach  by  the  di- 
vifion  of  Bernadotte;  but  no  ac¬ 
tion  took  place  between  the  two 
parties.  The  quickfilver  mines  of 
Idria  were  immediately  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  by  the  republicans,  and, 
according  to  their  own  account, 
they  found  there  a  booty  to  the 
value  of  two  millions  of  livres, 
Triefte  was  occupied  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  March,  and  the  French 
polls  were  Ihortly  afterwards  pulhed 
forward  as  far  as  Fiume. 

No  fooner  did  Buonaparte  fet 
foot  on  the  Auftrian  territory  than 
he  began  to  aft  on  the  revolution¬ 
ary  fyftem  of  his  employers.  On 
his  entrance  into  the  province  of 
Gorizia  he  ilfued  another  of  thofe 
proclamations  which  are  fo  cha- 
rafterillic  of  the  arrogance  and  the 
1\yT  *  vanity  of  his  countrymen. 

Vcth  lt  is  diJi£ult  t0  whe” 

'  ther  this  compofition  is 

more  remarkable  for  its  vain  boaft- 
ing,  or  for  its  utter  contempt  of 
truth.  An  unjuft  terror/*  faid 
he,  “  has  forerun  the  French  army  . 
We  do  not  come  here  either  to 
conquer  you,  or  to  effeft  a  change 
in  your  cuftoms  or  your  religion. 
The  French  republic  is  the  friend 
of  all  nations ;  woe  to  thofe  kings 
who  are  foolilh  enough  to  make 
war  againft  it. 

“  Priefts,  nobles,  citizens,  peo¬ 
ple,  who  compofe  the  population  of 
the  province  of  Gorizia,  banilli 
your  fears  ;  we  are  good  and  hu¬ 
mane.  You  fhall  perceive  the  dif¬ 
ference  there  is  between  the  mode 
of  afting  of  a  free  people,  and 
that  of  courts  and  the  minifters  of 
kings. 

You  will  not  meddle  in  a 


quarrel  with  which  you  have  no 
concern  ;  and  I  will  proreft  your 
perfons,  your  properties,  and  your 
worfhip,  I  will  increafe  your  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  will  reftore  to  you 
your  rights.  The  French  people 
value  viftory  much  more  for  the 
power  which  it  gives  them  of 
righting  thofe  who  have  fuffered 
injuftice,  than  for  the  vain  glory 
which  it  produces  to  themfelves.*’ 

By  this  mandate  of  Buonaparte, 
all  adminiftrative  bodies,  under 
whatever  name,  were  abolilhed, 
and  a  provifiooal  government,  to 
confift  of  fifteen  perfons,  was  ef- 
tablilhed  in  their  ftead,  under  the 
name  of  the  central  government. 
This  new  adminiftrative  body  was 
ordered  to  prefen t  to  the  French 
general,  within  twenty-four  hours, 
a  plan  of  civil  and  criminal  organi¬ 
zation,  and  likewife  a  plan  of  mu¬ 
nicipal  organization,  for  the  whole 
of  the  province. 

Before  we  proceed  to  trace  the 
ulterior  operations  of  the  hoftile 
armies,  it  may  not  be  improper  t(o 
render  them  more  eafily  corapre- 
henfible  to  our  readers,  by  deferr¬ 
ing  the  nature  of  the  country  in 
which  thofe  armies  were  afting. 
The  duchy  of  Carinthia,  through 
which  the  French  muft  penetrate  in 
order  to  reach  Vienna,  is  walled 
in  on  all  fides  by  lofty  mountains; 
links  of  that  enormous  chain  which 
is  prolonged  from  the  frontier  of 
Piedmont  to  that  of  Croatia.  It 
is  traverfed,  nearly  from  weft  to 
eaft,  in  its  whole  length,  by  the 
valley  of  the  Drau  or  Drave,  into 
which,  below  Villach,  in  the  centre 
of  the  province,  opens  the  valley 
of  the  Gail,  running  almoft  paral¬ 
lel  with  that  of  the  Drave  to  the 
border  of  the  Tyrol.  The  fouthern 
line  of  Alps,  which  divides  Carin- 
Si  thk 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


326] 

thia  from  Carniola  and  the  upper 
part  of  Friuli,  can  be  eroded  only 
by  three  roads  or  patTes,  the 
firft  of  which  extends  over  Mount 
Loibl,  from  Laybach  and  Kraun- 
berg,  to  the  valley  of  the  Drave, 
and  thence  to  Klagenfurt;  the  fe- 
cond,  by  Kraunberg  and  Rotmanf- 
dorf,  to  the  valley  of  the  Gail, 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Gail 
and  the  Drave;  and  the  third  into 
the  valley  of  the  Gail,  from  Upper 
Friuli.  This  latter  pafs  is  ap¬ 
proached,  from  Lower  Friuli  and 
Gorizia,  by  two  unconnedled 
routes,  one  of  which  afeends  the 
Tagliamento  and  the  Fella,  and 
the  other  the  Ifonzo,  till  they  meet 
at  Tarvis ;  and,  between  thefe 
routes  and  thofe  which  proceed 
through  Carinthia,  there  is  no 
communication  whatever;  they  be¬ 
ing  feparated  by  that  branch  of  the 
Alps  anciently  denominated  the  Ju¬ 
lian,  which  ftretches  from  Tarvis 
to  the  Adriatic  Sea,  at  the  Gulf 
of  Quarnero.  A  line,  (lightly  de¬ 
flected  from  a  perpendicular,  and 
let  fall  from  a  horizontal  line,  will 
exprefs,  with  fufficient  correCinefs, 
the  form  of  that  portion  of  the 
Alpine  mountains,  which  runs 
through  the  fouth  of  Carinthia, 
and  the  weft  of  Carniola.  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that  any  force 
which  was  moving  on  the  Friulian 
roads,  muft  be  wholly  infulated, 
and  could  receive  no  fupport  from 
that  which  was  a&ingin  the  duchy 
of  Carniola.  At  the  fame  time, 
this  peculiar  configuration  of 
ground  offered  feme  advantages, 
of  which  a  Ikilful  general  might 
avail  himfelf,  againlt  an  invading 
army. 

It  was  on  this  circumftance  that 
the  archduke  relied,  for  the  fuc- 
cefsful  execution  of  a  plan  which 
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he  had  formed,  to  refume  the  offen- 
five  fuddenly,  and  to  place  the  re¬ 
publicans  in  a  much  wurfe  fituation 
than  that  in  which  they  were  la¬ 
bouring  to  place  him.  This  plan 
confided  in  rapidly  moving  round 
the  Julian  alps,  to  the  fide  of  Tar¬ 
vis,  and  there  falling  with  fuperior 
numbers  on  the  left  wing  of  the 
French  army.  If  he  could  over¬ 
whelm  that  wing,  not  only  the 
flank  of  the  French  would  be  com¬ 
pletely  turned,  but  they  would 
even  be  affailed  in  the  rear,  and 
the  moft  decifive  confequences 
would,  in  all  probability,  be  the 
refult  of  his  attack.  The  means 
for  executing  this  project  were  at 
hand,  a  portion  of  the  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  the  Rhine,  led  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Mercantin,  having  reached 
Villach,  and  with  thefe  troops  he 
now  ordered  a  part  of  his  centre  to 
join,  by  forced  marches  from  Lay¬ 
bach.  He  himfelf  travelled  poft 
to  Villach  to  make  the  neceflary 
arrangements. 

To  carry  this  fcheme  into  effeCl, 
however,  it  was  neceflary  that  the 
Auflrians  fhould  be  ftill  in  poflef- 
lion  of  thofe  roads  which  lead,  by 
the  valleys  of  the  Fella  and  the 
Ifonzo,  to  the  pafs  of  Tarvis, 
But  this  they  no  longer  were. 
The  defence  of  the  firft  of  thefe 
valleys  had  been  entrufted  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Ocfkay,  who  was  polled  with 
the  fmall  fort  of  Chiufa  Veneta  in 
his  front,  and  behind  him  the  defile 
of  Pontaffel ;  while  General  Kob, 
lotz,  with  four  battalions,  guarded 
the  valley  of  the  Ifonzo,  and  that 
of  Natifone,  which  joins  it  at  Ca- 
poretto.  It  was  along  thefe  two 
latter  valleys,  as  we  have  already 
mentioned,  that  a  part  of  the  Aus¬ 
trian  army  retired  from  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  Gorizia. 


While 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


While  Buonaparte  was  following 
the  Archduke  Charles  to  Gorizia, 
Maffena,  with  the  French  left  wing, 
had  advanced  from  Qfopo  up  the 
valley  of  the  Fella.  On  the  twen¬ 
tieth  of  March,  he  mide  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  fort  of  Chiufa. 
Odkay  fell  back  to  Cafafola,  the 
bridge  at  which  place  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  defend,  but  he  was 
driven  from  it  with  confiderable 
lofs.  Indead  of  making  a  refolute 
dand  in  the  ftrong  pofition  ofPon- 
taffel,  he  precipitately  continued 
his  retreat,  and  laid  open  to  the 
enemy  the  pafs  of  Tarvis,  which 
was  immediately  feized. 

At  the  fame  time  that  his  left 
wing  was  thus  profiting  by  Ocf- 
kay’s  want  of  courage  or  want  of 
Ikill,  Buonaparte  was  making  fuch 
a  difpofition  of  his  centre  as  to 
complete  the  triumph.  As  foon  as 
the  Archduke  quitted  Gorizia,  the 
French  commander  difpatched  the 
divifion  of.  Guieux  to  Cividale, 
whence  it  was  to  purfue  its  march 
up  the  valley  of  Natifone.  He 
himfelf,  fhortly  afterwards,  af- 
cended,  with  the  divifion  of  Ser- 
rurier,  the  left  bank  of  the  Ifonzo, 
by  Canale  and  Caporetto..  Near 
Pufero,  Guieux  fell  in  with  an 
Audrian  column,  under  General 
Bayalitfch,  which  he  attacked,  and 
compelled  to  haften  its  march  to 
Caporetto,  leaving  behind  it  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  many  flain,  and 
two  hundred  prifoners. 

Before  the  Archduke  could  ar¬ 
rive  at  Villach,  he  learned  the  dif¬ 
ad  rous  abandonment  of  the  pafs  of 
Tarvis.  The  columns  of  General 
Gontreuil  and  Bayalitfch  were  dill 
in  the  valley  of  the  Ifonzo,  and  to 
thefe,  and  alfo  to  General  Ocfkay, 
he  fent  orders  to  advance  without 
a  moment’s  delay,  and  expel  the 
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republicans  from  the  pofition  which 
they  had  fo  eafily  won.  Bayalitfch 
was  probably  at  too  great  a  dif- 
tance  to  conform  to  thefe  inftruc- 
tions,  and  Odkay  appears  either 
not  to  have  received  or  not  to  have 
obeyed  them.  Gontreuil  alone  ex¬ 
ecuted  the  orders  of  his  chief,  and 
he  did  it  with  a  promptitude  and 
gallantry  which  cannot  be  too 
highly  applauded.  He  fucceeded 
in  driving  the  republicans  from 
Saffnitz,  opening  the  pafs  of  Tar¬ 
vis,  and  giving  time  for  thereferve 
of  artillery  to  crofs  the  mountains 
in  fafery. 

This  pofition  was  of  too  much 
importance  to  the  future  operations 
of  the  French,  for  Maflena  to  fuffer 
it  to  remain  in  the  power  of  the 
Auftrians.  If  it  were  not  reco¬ 
vered  the  republican  plan  of  cam¬ 
paign  would,  mod  probably,  be 
rendered  abortive.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  therefore,  having 
collected  together  about 
ten  thoufand  men,  he  at-  March 
tacked  Gontreuil  with  the  23rd. 
utmod  fury.  Gontreuil 
had  not  more  than  three  thoufand 
men,  but  he,  neverthelefs,  defended 
the  pod  of  Saffnitz  with  the  mod 
ftubborn  refolution.  During  the 
heat  of  the  combat,  the  Archduke 
arrived,  threw  himfelf  on  a  pri- 
foner’s  horfe,  and  expofed  himfelf 
in  the  heavied  of  the  fire.  For 
many  hours  the  republicans  were 
unable  to  make  any  impreffion 
whatever,  and  had  the  troops  of 
Bayalitfch  or  Odkay  come  up,  the 
enemy  would,  perhaps,  have  failed 
to  attain  their  purpofe.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  no  fuccour  was  at  hand. 
About  four  in  the  afternoon,  the 
republicans  again  advanced,  with 
two  drong  columns,  againd  the 
Audrian  flanks,  and  as  General 
[X  4]  Gontreuil 
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Gontreuil  was  feverely  wounded, 
and  his  men  were  thinned  in  num¬ 
bers  and  exhaufted,  the  imperialifts 
were  at  length  compelled  to  aban¬ 
don  the  long-con  tefted  poft,  and 
retire  over  the  mountains.  This 
battle  was  in  part  fought  above 
the  clouds,  in  the  mid  ft  of  ice  and 
fnow,  the  latter  of  which  in  many 
places  was  three  feet  in  depth. 
The  lofs  of  the  Auftrians  in  this 
engagement  was  very  confiderable. 

This  reverfeof  fortune  was  pro¬ 
ductive  of  another  which  was  ftill 
heavier.  The  column  under  Baya- 
litfch  had,  in  the  meanwhile,  pur- 
fued  its  courfe  up  the  valley  of  the 
Ifonzo  ;  and,  though  it  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  divifion  of  General 
Guieux,  its  leader  hoped  that  the 
progrefs  of  the  enemy  would  be 
flopped  by  the  fort  of  Chiufa  di 
Pletz,  which  barred  the  paflage, 
and  which  was  held  by  General 
Koblotz  with  a  garrifon  of  five 
hundred  grenadiers.  Embarraffed 
as  he  was  with  the  baggage  of  the 
army,  the  march  of  Bapalitfch  was 
neceffarily  flow.  Guieux  tracked 
his  footfteps  clofely,  and,  after  an 
obftinate  conteft,  carried  the  fort 
of  Chiufa  by  affault.  Much  to 
the  honour  of  the  French  general, 
the  garrifon  was  fpared.  Baya- 
litfeh,  thus  deceived  in  his*  calcu¬ 
lations,  moved  forward  with  all 
the  fpeed  that  circumftances  would 
allow.  Here,  however,  another 
danger  awaited  him.  V  idtorious 
at  Saffnitz,  Maffena  defcended  the 
valley  to  Reibel,  and  the  Auftrian 
general  was  thus  placed  between 
two  fires.  He  made  an  effort  to 
break  through  the  enemy,  but  ha- 
raffed,  out-numbered,  and  co  m- 
pletely  furrounded,  his  effort  w  as 
made  in  vain,  and  he  was  reduced 
to  the  hard  neceftity  of  laying  down 


his  arms.  The  fruits  of  this  fuc- 
cefs  to  the  republicans  were,  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  thoufand  men 
and  four  generals  prifoners,  four 
hundred  baggage-waggons,  and 
twenty-five  pieces  of  cannon. 

Thefe  difailers  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  Archduke  to  perfift 
in  attempting  offenfi ve  operations. 
The  republicans  were  in  poffeflion 
of  the  neareft  road  into  the  heart 
of  Carinthia,  and  he  was  not  ftrong 
enough  to  venture  upon  offering 
battle ;  the  reinforcements  which 
had  hitherto  arrived  from  the 
Rhine,  not  being  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  to  fill  up  the  gaps  which  had 
been  made  in  his  ranks  fince  the 
opening  of  the  campaign.  The 
lofs  of  a  battle,  if  not  fatal, 
might  at  leaft  be  exceedingly  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  Auftrian  monarchy. 
He,  therefore,  determined  not  to 
rifk  a  general  engagement,  but  to 
fall  back  towards  his  fuccours; 
defending  the  ground  only  when  it 
was  peculiarly  favourable,  and  in 
as  Tar  as  was  neceffary  to  retard  the 
progrefs  of  the  enemy,  and  give 
time  to  the  government  to  call  into 
action*  its  numerous  refources. 

Neither  that  government  nor 
the  people  over  which  it  ruled  were 
flack  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  The  firft  feeling  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Vienna,  on  learning 
the  approach  of  the  French  towards 
the  capital,  was  naturally  that  of 
anxiety  even  in  the  braveft,  and  of 
confternation  in  thofe  of  lefs  refo- 
lute  minds.  The  holders  of  bonds 
on  the  copper  mines  and  other  ef- 
tablifhmenrs,  haftened  to  the  Ex¬ 
change,  in  order  to  convert  them 
into  money,  but  no  purchafers  were 
to  be  found.  A  run  upon  the  bank 
alfo  took  place  immediately,  and 
would  foon  have  exhaufted  its 
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flock  of  fpecie,  had  not  the  go¬ 
vernment  interfered  by  fufpending 
payments  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
then  making  arrangements  to  ex¬ 
change  large  notes  for  fmaller,  and 
to  allow  cadi  to  be  iflued  only  in 
fums  of  from  five  to  twenty. five 
florins.  It  likewife  gave  its  gua¬ 
rantee  to  the  notes,  and  ordered 
that  they  fhould  be  received  in  all 
private  payments,  as  well  as  in 
payment  of  the  taxes.  Thefe  mea- 
fures  fufficed  to  fuftain  the  credit  of 
the  bank. 

The  panic,  however,  foon  wore 
off,  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  fubmit  to  every  facri- 
fice,  both  of  perfon  and  of  pro¬ 
perty,  that  might  be  required  for 
making  the  republican  invadbrs 
repent  of  their  temerity.  The  go¬ 
vernment  appealed  to  the  people, 
and  the  people  cheerfully  anfwered 
the  call.  To  encourage  them  ftill 
more,  though  this  additional  fti_ 
mulus,  proper  as  it  was,  feems  to 
have  been  quite  unneceflary,  pen- 
fions  were  promifed  to  the  widows 
of  all  who  fell  in  the  caufe  of  their 
country  ;  and  it  was  added,  that 
whatever  damage  might  be  done 
to  the  city  or  fuburbs,  by  the  pre¬ 
parations  neceflary  for  defence,  or 
againft  the  aflault  of  the  enemy, 
fhould,  after  the  reftoration  of 
peace,  be  repaired  at  his  Majefty's 
own  expence.  In  a  fhort  time, 
almoft  every  man  came  forward 
with  the  offer  of  his  fervices.  The 
citizens  enrolled  themfelves,  to  the 
number  of  more  than  thirty  thou- 
fand  men,  volunteer  corps,  fifteen 
thoufand  ftrong,  were  rapidly  raif- 
ed,  and  the  ftudents  of  the  colleges 
quitted  their  ftudies,  and  prepared 
to  join  the  banner  of  the  Archduke 
Charles.  As  a  meafure  of  precau¬ 
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tion,  all  foreigners  were  ordered  to 
quit  the  capital  within  three  days. 
There  was,  in  faft,  more  to  be 
feared,  in  the  approaching  conflict, 
from  treafon  within,  than  from 
force  without. 

The  peafantry  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Auftria  were  not  behind  the 
citizens  of  Vienna  in  the  fervour 
of  their  zeal.  They  rofe  in  mafs, 
and  provided  themfelves  with  muf- 
kets,  pikes,  fcythes,  and  fuch  other 
rude  weapons  as  they  could  moft 
readily  obtain.  The  inhabitants 
of  each  village  formed  a  feparate 
company,  led  by  a  commiffary  and 
an  officer,  and  bearing  in  their 
ftandard  the  portrait  of  their  patron 
faint.  Such  was  the  eagernefs  of 
the  Auftrians,  that  the  government 
is  faid  to  have  been  obliged  to 
fend  back  many  of  them  to  their 
homes,  with  an  affurance  that  they 
fhould  be  called  forth  whenever 
their  afllftance  was  wanted.  Un- 
difciplined  as  thefe  men  were,  their 
bravery,  their  knowledge  of  the 
localities,  and  the  mountainous 
nature  of  the  country  in  which 
they  dwelt,  would  have  rendered 
them  enemies  almoft,  if  not  quite, 
as  formidable  as  regular  foldiers. 

All  the  refources  of  art  were 
alfo  called  in,  to  aid  the  patriotifm 
of  the  people,  and  the  obftacles 
which  nature  herfelf  oppofed  to  the 
career  of  the  enemy.  Lines  were 
drawn  round  the  capital,  works 
were  thrown  up  on  the  iflands  of 
the  Danube,  an  entrenched  camp 
was  formed  on  the  Wienberg,  at  a 
fhort  diftance  from  the  lines,  ano¬ 
ther  entrenched  camp,  ftill  m0re 
extenfive,  was  conftrufted  at  Neu- 
ftadt,  about  thirty  miles  from  Vi¬ 
enna,  and  the  heights  which  com¬ 
mand  the  narrow  and  winding  pafs 

of 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797- 


330] 

of  the  Murzthal,  leading  from  Sty- 
ria  into  Autfria,  were  crowned  with 
redoubts  and  batteries. 

While  thefe  exertions  were  mak¬ 
ing  on  the  immediate  theatre  of 
danger,  equal  exertions  were  mak¬ 
ing  to  bring  into  play  the  military 
ilrength  of  the  more  diftant  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Imperial  dominions. 
Bohemia  was  fummoned  to  fupply 
its  proportion  of  men,  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  Hate,  and  it  unhefi- 
tatingly  obeyed  the  fummons. 
Hungary  inftantly  fent  into  the 
field  a  large  body  of  troops,  under 
Prince  Efterhazy  ;  offering,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  call  out  the  levy  in 
mafs,  an  offer  which  was  gladly 
accepted  ;  and,  in  another  quarter, 
all  the  frontier  regiments  of  Cro¬ 
atia  and  Sclavonia  prepared  to  take 
the  field.  With  fuch  numerous 
refources  as  thofe  at  its  command, 
in  addition  to  the  reinforcements 
which  were  now  coming  up  from 
the  Rhine,  the  Auflrian  cabinet 
could  have  little  reafon  to  tremble 
for  the  lafety  of  Vienna. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  Hep  of  railing  the  people  in  a 
mafs  was  not  adopted  at  an  earlier 
period.  Had  it  been  reforted  to  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign,  the 
population  of  Carniola,  Carinthia, 
and  Styria,  a  hardy  race  of  moun¬ 
taineers,  might  have  feconded  the 
Archduke’s  army  with  powerful 
effed  ;  as  thofe  three  provinces 
contain  upwards  of  a  million  and 
a  half  of  inhabitants.  The  go¬ 
vernment,  however,  was  fo  ab- 
furdly  averfe  from  availing  itfelf 
of  this  refource,  that  it  began  by 
enjoining  the  people  to  remain 
neuter  ;  nor  was  it  till  thofe  pro¬ 
vinces  were  overrun,  and  the  near 
approach  of  the  French  to  the  ca¬ 
pital  aroufcd  all  its  fears  op  its 


energies,  that  it  confented  to  let 
the  loyal  peafantry  fhare  in  the 
toils  and  dangers  of  the  war. 

After  the  combat  of  Saffnitz, 
the  Archduke  Charles  retired  to 
St.  Veit,  in  the  road  to  Upper 
Styria,  leaving  at  Klagenfurta  di¬ 
vision,  under  Mercantin,  where  it 
remained  unmolefted  for  nearly  a 
week  ;  the  French  general  being 
engaged  in  bringing  up  his  troops, 
and  taking  fuch  other  meafures  as 
were  requifite  to  enable  him  to 
follow  up  his  blow.  On  the  twen- 
tv-eighth  of  March,  the  divifions 
of  Maflfena,  Guieux,  and  Serru- 
rier,  were  united  at  Villach,  and 
General  Zayonfcheck  was  dif- 
patched  up  the  valley  of  the  Drave 
towards  Lienz,  in  order  to  open  a 
communication  with  the  army  of 
Joubert.  Bernadotte  was,  mean¬ 
while,  continuing  his  circuitous 
march  through  the  province  of 
Carniola.  Maffena  advanced,  on 
the  twenty-ninth,  from  Villach, 
and  fell  in  with  Mercantin's  divi- 
fion,  at  a  fhort  diftarice  from  Kla- 
genfurt.  After  a  brief  conteft,  the 
Auftrians,  who  had  no  intention  of 
ferioufly  engaging,  retired  to  join 
the  reft  of  their  army,  in  the  por¬ 
tion  of  St.  Viet.  The  republicans 
entered  Klagenfurt  on  the  fame 
evening. 

Buonaparte  was  not  fo  blinded 
by  his  fuccefs  as  not  to  perceive 
that  he  was  playing  rather  a  ha¬ 
zardous  game.  The  French  armies 
on  the  Rhine,  on  whofe  co-opera¬ 
tion  he  relied,  were  not  yet  in  mo¬ 
tion,  and  it  was  evident  that  all 
the  military  weight  of  the  Auftrian 
monarchy  would,  ere  long,  be 
brought  to  bear  againft  his  inhi¬ 
bited  army.  Whatever  might  be 
his  confidence  in  his  own  talents, 
it  was  impoffible  that  he  could 
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contemplate  the  future  without 
fome  degree  of  apprehenfion.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  deflrable 
thing  to  open,  if  poflible,  a  nego¬ 
tiation,  while  lie  was  yet  appa¬ 
rently  a  conqueror;  and  as  he  knew 
that  there  was  a  noify  and  perti¬ 
nacious  peace  fadion  at  Vienna, 
he  had  hopes  that  its  influence 
would,  on  this  occafion,  turn  the 
fcale  again  ft  that  part  of  the  ca¬ 
binet  which  was  refolute  to  conti¬ 
nue  the  war.  He  probably  was 
not  without  fome  fecret  intimation 
that  this  effed  would  really  be 
produced.  Accordingly  he  ad. 
Marrh  drefled,  from  Klagenfurt, 

31  a  ktter  t0  the  Archduke, 
which  has  been  criticifed 
with  more  feverity  than  it  feems 
to  deferve.  If,  as  fome  have  ob- 
jeded  to  it,  the  humane  profeflions 
of  Buonaparte  were  merely  hypo¬ 
critical,  at  leaft  it  cannot  be  de¬ 
nied  that  they  were  conveyed  in 
language  which  was  moderate  and 
decorous ;  and  that  he  wifely  fore¬ 
bore  from  any  affedation  of  fuperi- 
ority  or  triumph  over  his  illuftrious 
rival;  a  virtue  this,  which  has 
not  always  been  difplayed  by 
French  republican  generals.  The 
following  is  the  letter. 

iC  Sir,  and  Commander-in-chief, 
Brave  foldiers  make  war  and  de- 
iire  peace.  Has  not  this  conteft 
lafted  for  fix  years?  Have  we  not 
flain  men  enough,  and  inflided  mi- 
fery  enough  on  fuffering  humanity  ? 
From  all  quarters  her  appealing 
voice  is  heard.  Europe,  which 
took  up  arms  againft  the  French 
republic,  has  laid  them  down. 
Your  nation  ftands  alone;  yet 
blood  is  about  to  be  fhed  more 
profufely  than  ever.  The  fixth 
campaign  opens  with  fmifler  omens : 
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whatever  may  be  the  refult  of  it, 
we  fh all  kill  on  both  fides  fome 
thoufands  more  ;  and,  after  all,  we 
muft  come  at  laft  to  an  underftand- 
ing,  fince  all  things  muft  have  an 
end,  even  the  malevolent  paflions. 

“  The  Executive  Diredory  of 
the  I  rench  republic  made  known 
to  his  majefty  the  emperor  its  de¬ 
fire  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  which 
afflids  the  two  countries  ;  that 
defire  was  ffuftrated  by  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  the  court  of  London. 
Is  there  then  no  hope  of  our  com¬ 
ing  to  a  good  underftanding  ?  and 
muft  we  continue  to  butcher  each 
other  for  the  interefts  or  the  paflions 
of  a  nation  which  knows  not  the 
miferies  of  war?  You,  Sir,  who 
by  your  birth  are  placed  fo  near 
the  throne,  and  who  are  above  all 
the  petty  paflions  which  fo  often 
influence  minifters  and  govern¬ 
ments,  are  you  refolved  to  merit 
the  title  of  the  benefador  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  of  the  true  faviour  of 
Germany?  Think  not,  Sir,  that 
by  this  1  mean  to  imply  that  it  is 
not  poflible  for  you  to  fave  it  by 
force  of  arms ;  but,  even  granting 
that  the  chances  of  war  fhould  be¬ 
come  favourable  to  you,  Germany 
will  not  the  lefs  be  laid  wafte. 
For  my  part,  Sir,  if  the  overture 
which  I  have  the  honour  of makino- 
to  you  can  fave  the  life  of  a  Angle 
man,  I  fhall  be  far  prouder  of  die 
civic  crown,  which  I  fhalJ  then 
feel  that  I  have  deferved,  than  of 
the  melancholy  glory  which  arifes 
from  military  fuccefs.  I  entreat 
you,  Sir,  to  believe  in  the  fenti- 
ments  ofefteem  and  high  confider- 
ation  with  which  I  am,  &c.  &c. 

i(  ■Buonaparte.’* 

To  this  the  Archduke  replied, 
in  polite  but  guarded  terms,  that, 

however 
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however  anxious  he  might  be,  for 
the  fake  of  humanity,  to  witnefs 
the  return  of  peace,  it  did  not  be¬ 
long  to  him  to  fcrutinize  or  to 
terminate  the  quarrel  between  the 
belligerent  powers,  he  being  unau¬ 
thorized  to  enter  into  any  negotia¬ 
tion,  and  being,  therefore,  under 
the  neceffity  of  waiting  for  fupe- 
rior  orders,  on  a  queftion  of  fuch 
vaft  importance. 

Not  having  been  immediately 
fuccefsful  in  this  attempt,  Buona¬ 
parte  reforted  to  his  ufual  mode  of 
proceeding.  From  Klagenfurt,  on 
the  firft  of  April,  an  ominous  day, 
he  addrdfed  to  the  people  of  Ca- 
rinthia  a  proclamation,  in  the  fame 
tafte  as  thofe  which  he  iffiied  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and 
on  his  entrance  into  the  province 
of  Gorizia.  Like  the  firft  of  thofe 
papers,  it  was  remarkable  for  the 
inveterate  hatred  which  it  mani- 
felled  of  England,  and  its  low 
abufe  of  that  country.  After  the 
accuftomed  affertion,  that  the 
French  army  was  the  friend  of  all 
nations,  to  which  was  now  added, 
“  particularly  of  the  brave  Ger¬ 
man  people/'  the  French  general 
enlarged  on  the  efforts  which,  by 
fending  General  Clarke  to  nego¬ 
tiate,  the  Directory  had  made,  “to 
put  an  end  to  the  calamities  which 
defolated  the  continent  */'  and  he 
attributed  to  the  machinations  of 
the  Auftrian  ininiiters  the  refufal 
of  a  paflport  to  the  negotiator,  to 
enable  him  to  continue  his  journey 
to  Vienna.  He  then  proceeded  in 
the  following  drain.  i(  Thofe 
ininifters,  corrupted  by  Englifli 
gold,  betray  Germany  and  their 
fovereign,  and  have  no  other  will 
than  that  of  thofe  perfidious  if- 
Janders,  on  whom  all  Europe  looks 
with  honor. 


“  Inhabitants  of  Carinthia,  I 
well  know  that  you  abhor,  as 
much  as  we  do,  both  the  Englifh, 
who  are  the  only  gainers  by  the 
prefent  war,  and  your  miniftry, 
which  is  fold  to  them.  If  we  have 
been  at  war  for  fix  years,  it  is 
againft  the  wifh  of  the  brave  Hun¬ 
garians,  of  the  enlightened  citi¬ 
zens  of  Vienna,  and  of  the  fimple 
and  good  natives  of  Carinthia. 

“  Well  then  !  in  fpite  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  minifters  of  the  court 
of  Vienna,  let  us  be  friends !  The 
French  Republic  has  over  you  the 
right  of  conqueft,  may  that  right 
difappear  before  a  contrad  which 
fhall  reciprocally  bind  us.  You 
will  not  take  any  part  in  a  war 
which  has  not  your  confent ;  you 
will  fupply  us  with  the  provifions 
of  which  we  may  Hand  in  need. 
On  my  fide,  I  will  protect  your 
religion,  your  cuftoms,  and  your 
properties ;  nor  will  I  levy  upon 
you  any  contribution.  Is  not  war, 
of  itfelf,  fufficiently  horrible  ?  Do 
you  not  already  fuffer  too  much, 
innocent  vidims  as  you  are,  of  the 
follies  of  others  ?  All  the  taxes 
which  you  ufually  paid  to  the  em¬ 
peror  fhall  ferve  to  indemnify  you 
for  the  damage  which  is  unavoid¬ 
ably  done  by  the  march  of  an 
army,  and  to  pay  for  the  fubfiftence 
with  which  you  fupply  us." 

It  is  a  trite  but  true  remark, 
that  what  we  eagerly  wifh,  we 
eafily  believe.  Buonaparte  feems, 
in  fad,  to  have  perfuaded  himfelf 
that  his  delegation  of  the  Englifh 
was  fliared  by  the  Germans ;  but 
whether  he  attributed  this  to  the 
perfuafive  virtue  of  his  addreffes 
does  not  appear.  “  The  people  of 
Carniola  and  Carinthia,"  faid  he, 
in  one  of  his  difpatches  to  the  Di¬ 
rectory,  “  have  an  inconceivable 
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contempt  of  the  miniftries  of  Vi. 
enna  and. of  England.  The  Eng. 
glifh  nation  fo  completely  mono¬ 
polizes  the  hatred  of  the  continent, 
that  1  believe,  fhould  the  war  1  a  It 
fome  time  longer,  the  Englifti  will 
be  held  in  fiich  execration  that 
they  will  be  no  where  admitted.” 
On  the  other  hand,  he,  at  a  later 
period,  afferted,  that  there  was  not 
a  fingle  complaint  heard  againft 
the  French  in  all  that  part  of  Ger¬ 
many  which  his  army  had  traverf- 
ed,  and  he  exultingly  prophecied 
that  the  time  would  come  when 
France  would  be  able  to  turn  to 
account  “  the  prudent  conduct” 
of  his  troops,  which  would  be 
more  fatal  to  the  imperial  throne 
than  all  the  viftories  that  had  dif- 
tinguilhed  the  war  of  liberty.” 

What  confidence  is  to  be  placed 
in  the  truth  of  his  language  re- 
fpedting  the  general  hatred  felt 
againft  England  may,  however,  be 
judged  from  the  veracity  of  his 
ailertion  relative  to  the  exemplary 
condudf:  of  his  own  army.  Thofe 
tioops  againft  whom,  as  he  was 
bold  enough  to  affirm,  there  was 
not  a  fingle  complaint,  were  guilty 
of.  the  moll  brutal  and  difgraceful 
crimes.  Kuttner,  who  travelled 
over  the  country  in  queflion,  in 
the  year  1799,  bas  drawn  a  fright¬ 
ful  picture  of  that  French  “  good- 
nefs  and  humanity”  which  was  fo 
much  vaunted  by  Buonaparte. 
“  Three  females,”  fays  he,  “  died 
here  under  the  hands  of  their  brutal 
ravifhers ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  ex¬ 
traordinary,  that  the  prieft  refufed 
them  the  rites  of  Chriftian  burial, 
and  they  were  interred  by  the  pub- 
Jic  executioner.  I  never  heard  fo 
much  of  this  fpecies  of  atrocity 
as  at  this  place.  I  was  told  of  a 
woman  who  efcaped  with  her  life, 
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though  fhe  had  been  abufcd  by 
thirty  men ;  a  violence  which 
human  nature  could  fcarcely  be 
thought  capable  of  fupporting. 
Weary  of  their  oppreffions  and 
enormities,  the  peafants  collected* 
and  mui dered  all  the  h rench  where- 
ever  they  were  able  to  overpower 
them,  j  hey  then  plundered  and 
buried  them  on  the  fpot.  Many 
were  thrown  into  the  river  Murg* 
and. not  lefs  than  two  hundred  dead 
bodies  are  faid  to  have  been  car¬ 
ried  away  by  its  waves.  At 
Bruck,  &c.  &c.  in  Styria,  I  have 
every  where  obferved  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  exceedingly  diffatisfied 
with  the  government,  for  having 
forbidden  the  country  people  to 
make  any.oppofition  to  the  French  ; 
indeed  this  is  the  only  complaint 
againft  the  government  that  I  have 
heard  in  this  country.  Some  of 
the  men  ftill  fpoke  of  it  with  in¬ 
dignant  warmth;  and  confidently 
maintained  that  very  few  of  the 
French  would  have  efcaped  out  of 
the  country,  if  the  people,  a  hardy 
race  of  mountaineers,  had  been  fuf- 
feied  to  defend  themfejves.  It  is 
two  years  ftnce  thefe  events  oc¬ 
curred,  and  they  are  ftill  the  theme 
of  general  converfation.” 

Though  every  ftep  which  he 
now  moved  forvvard  lengthened  his 
line  of  operations  in  a  manner 
which  might  ultimately  prove  ex¬ 
tremely  prejudicial,  and  though  his 
army  was  much  diminifhed  by 
combats  and  detachments,  yet,  as 
the  Auftrian  cabinet  fhewed  no 
%ns  of  being  difpofed  to  yield, 
Buonaparte  determined  to  pulh  on, 
in  the  hope  that  the  Archduke 
might  poffibly  afford  him  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  ftriking  a  decifive 
blow  againft  the  imperial  army. 
After  the  capture  of  Klagenfurt  by 
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the  French,  Prince  Charles  had 
drawn  back  his  army  from  St.  Veit, 
to  beyond  Freifach,  in  the  defile 
which  leads  into  Styria,  over  the 
Noric  Alps.  At  Freifach,  MafTena 
came  up  with  the  Auftrian  rear¬ 
guard,  which  defended  the  place 
againft  him  fora  confiderable  time, 
and  at  length  retired  unbroken  to 
the  main  body.  On  the  following 
day,  the  fecond  of  April,  the  re¬ 
publicans  attacked  the  Archduke's 
pofition,  in  front  of  Neumarkt. 
The  conteft  was  obftinate  and 
bloody,  and  it  terminated  by  the 
Auftrians  maintaining  their  pod. 
The  objeft  of  Prince  Charles,  in 
making  a  (land  here,  appears  to 
have  been  to  give  time  to  the  co¬ 
lumn  of  General  Sporck  to  effect 
its  jundfion  from  the  valley  of  the 
Upper  Muhr,  which  objedf  being 
accomplifhed,  he  decamped  in  the 
night,  and  dire&ed  his  courfe  to 
Hunfmarkt,  in  Upper  Styria.  His 
rear-guard  was  followed  to  that 
place,  and  attacked  by  the  repub¬ 
licans,  who,  however,  gained  but 
a  trifling  advantage ;  as  the  Im- 
perialifts  defended  every  foot  of 
ground  with  the  utmoft  vigour, 
nor  did  they  lofe  a  Angle  piece  of 
cannon  in  all  their  retrograde  move¬ 
ments.  Still  faithful  to  his  Fabian 
iyftem,  the  Archduke  continued  to 
fall  back  towards  the  frontier  of 
Auftria,  to  join  his  reinforcements, 
and  accordingly  he  abandoned  Ju- 
denberg,  Knittelfeld,  and  Leoben, 
which  were  fucceflively  occupied 
by  the  republican  army.  The  head 
quarters  of  Buonaparte  were  efta- 
blifhed  at  Judenberg. 

Thus  far  we  have  followed  the 
march  of  the  republican  centre  and 
right  wing.  We  mull  now  turn 
back  to  trace  the  movements  of 


their  left  wing,  which  as  we 
dated  at  the  outfet,  was  deftined 
to  penetrate  through  the  Tyrol, 
under  the  command  of  Joubert* 
Before,  however,  the  left  wing 
could  begin  to  perform  that  part 
of  the  military  operations  which 
was  allotted  to  it,  there  was  a  ne- 
ceflity  that  the  Auftrian  divifion 
on  the  Upper  Piave,  and  the  army 
under  the  orders  of  the  Archduke, 
fhould  be  compelled  to  retire  from 
the  Venetian  territory.  This, 
as  we  have  juft  feen,  was  accom- 
pliflied  by  Maflfena  and  Buonaparte. 
In  confequence  of  their  fuccefs, 
Joubert  put  his  army  in  motion  on 
the  twentieth  of  March.  His  firft 
effort  was  made  againft  the  corps  of 
General  Kerpen,  which  was  pofted 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Adige,  on  the 
heights  of  Cembra,  covering  the 
road  to  Botzen,  and  having  the 
fmall  river  Lavis  in  its  front. 
Joubert’s  plan  of  attack  was  fk.il- 
fully  combined.  While  two  divi- 
Aons  of  the  army  a&ed  againft  the 
Auftrian  right,  on  the  high  road 
to  Botzen;  a  third  divifton  crofled 
the  Lavis,  at  Sevignano,  to  turn 
the  left  of  the  enemy.  Thisfcheme 
was  crowned  with  fuccefs.  After 
an  obftinate  conteft  the  Imperialifts 
were  defeated,  and  purfued  as  far 
as  Saint  Michel,  whence  they  pre¬ 
cipitately  retreated,  by  the  moun¬ 
tains,  to  Botzen.  Salurn  and  Neu¬ 
markt  were*  occupied,  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  by  the  viftors.  The 
lofs  of  the  Auftrians,  on  this  oc- 
cafton,  though  not  to  fuch  an  ex¬ 
tent  as  was  aflerted  by  the  repub¬ 
licans,  was  undoubtedly  fevere.  It> 
was  not  lefs  than  three  thoufand 
men;  of  whom  twc-thirds  were 
prifoners.  That  of  the  French  was 
about  half  of  that  number.  Two 
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Aandards  and  two  pieces 'of  cannon 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conque¬ 
rors. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  commu¬ 
nication  from  being  cut  offbetween 
his  army  and  that  of  Kerpen,  Ge¬ 
neral  Laudohn  quitted  the  Val  di 
Nos,  and  afcended  the  right  bank 
of  the  Adige  towards  Neumarkt, 
with  the  intention  of  eroding  the 
river  at  that  place.  He  was  too 

March  ^ate*  ^renc^  were 

*  29  already  in  poffeffion  of  the 

bridge,  and  they  availed 
themfelves  of  it  to  throw  over  a 
powerful  body  of  troops,  and  fall 
upon  Laudohn,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Tramin.  Nowife  difeon- 
certed  by  this  unexpected  circuro- 
ftance,  the  Audrian  general  made 
a  gallant  refinance,  and  the  combat 
hung  long  in  fufpence.  The  fcale 
was  at  length  turned  on  the  fide  of 
the  french,  by  the  arrival  of  fuc- 
eeilive  reinforcements,  and  Lau¬ 
dohn,  worded  but  not  routed,  was 
compelled  to  give  up  his  defign  of 
retreating  on  Botzen,  and  to  retire 
from  the  field  of  battle,  with  the 
lofs  of  feveral  hundred  killed  and 
prifoners,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
1  he  road  to  Botzen  being  clofed, 
he  withdrew  over  the  mountains 
to  the  valley  of  Meran  ;  and  fee- 
ceeded  in  effecting  his  retreat  with¬ 
out  having  encountered  any  further 
difader. 

Having,  as  he  fuppofed,  fo  far 
crippled  the  force  of  Laudohn  as  to 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  make 
any  offenfive  movement,  Joubert 
pufhed  on  to  Botzen,  which  he 
found  evacuated  by  Kerpen,  who 
had  fallen  back  on  the  pofition  of 
Ciaufen.  The  French  general, 
leaving  at  Botzen  a  fmall  force  to 
o!  lerve  the  motions  of  Laudohn, 
moved  forward,  on  the  twenty- 
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third,  to  diflodge  Kerpen.  The 
pofition  which  the  Audrian  com¬ 
mander  occupied  was  an  excellent 
one;  it  being  at  the  termination 
of  a  defile,  covered  on  the  flanks 
by  the  mountains  and  the  river 
Eifach,  and  defended  by  artillery 
advantageoufly  pofled.  The  con- 
ted  which  now  took  place  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  of  the  mod  obdirrate 
kind.  The  Audrians  defended 
themfelves  with  fuch  gallantry  that, 
for  many  hours,  the  affailants  were 
unable  to  gain  an  inch  of  ground. 
At  lad,  nearly  at  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  a  detachment  of  the  French 
light  infantry  contrived  to  climb 
the  rocks  which  flanked  the  right 
of  the  imperial  army,  whence  they 
fhowereddown  huge  maffes  of  done 
upon  their  foes.  Some  confufion 
having  been  occafioned  among  the 
Audrians,  by  this  novel  mode  of 
annoyance,  Joubert  took  advantage 
of  it  to  fall  on  their  centre,  with 
two  regiments  formed  in  clofe  co¬ 
lumns.  Too  weak  to  refid  this 
combined  effort,  Kerpen  was  driven 
from  the  field  of  battle  with  con- 
fiderable  lofs ;  and  he  took  ud;  a 
pofition  at  Mittelwald,  between 
Brixen  and  Sterzing.  d  he  inva¬ 
ders,  on  the  next  day,  entered 
Brixen,  where  they  found  a  part  of 
the  Audrian  magazines. 

In  retiring  to  Mittelwald,  Ker¬ 
pen  feems  to  have  committed  the 
only  error  that  can  be  attributed 
to  him  in  the  courfe  ofthefe  opera- 
dons.  By  poding  himfelf  there, 
it  is  true  that  he  covered  the  Innf- 
bruch  road  ;  but  he  left  open  the 
Puderthal,  or  valley  of  the  Rientz, 
by  which  Joubert  could  effeft  a 
junftion  with  the  army  of  Buona¬ 
parte.  He  appears  not  to  have 
fufpeded  that  the  French  general 
meant  to  abandon  the  Tyrol.  At 
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Brixen  the  waters  of  the  Rientz 
unite  with  thofe  of  the  Eifach. 
The  Eifach  flows  from  the  Brenner 
in  nearly  a  fouthern  direction  ;  the 
Rientz  rifes  in  the  mountains 
which  divide  Carinthia  from  Ty¬ 
rol,  and  runs  along  the  valley  from 
eaft  to  well  till  it  reaches  Muhl- 
bach,  when  it  fuddenly  turns  to 
the  fouth,  and  runs  for  fome  dis¬ 
tance  almolt  parallel  with  the  Ei¬ 
fach,  before  it  mingles  with  that 
river.  Had  the  Aullrian  general 
taken  poll  on  the  heights  of  Muhl- 
bach,  he  would  have  barred  the 
paflage  pf  both  the  valleys,  and 
Joubert  mull  have  diflodged  him 
before  he  could  have  advanced  up 
the  valley  of  the  Rientz. 

But,  though  the  army  of  Ker- 
pen  had  retreated  fo  far,  Joubert 
appears  to  have  thought  that  it 
was  yet  too  near  to  him  for 
his  fafety.  Accordingly,  on  the 
twenty  eighth,  he  attacked  it  with 
great  fury.  Kerpen  had  been  re¬ 
inforced  by  fome  battalions  of 
troops  from  the  army  of  the  Rhine, 
and  he  oppofed  an  obftinate  refif- 
tance  to  the  enemy.  He  was, 
indeed,  finally  obliged  to  relin- 
quilh  his  poll ;  but  this,  and  the 
capture  of  fome  prifoners,  were 
the  only  advantages  which  the 
French  derived  from  their  exer¬ 
tions  on  this  hard-fought  day. 
They  could  neither  deftroy  nor 
lhatter  the  Aullrian  army,  nor 
even  compel  it  to  retire  over  the 
Brenner,  and  leave  them  in  quiet 
pofleflion  of  the  fouth  of  the  Ty¬ 
rol.  It  Hill  perfilled  to  maintain 
its  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Ster- 
zing. 

After  this  fruitlefs  attempt,  the 
French  general  remained  quiet  at 
Brixen  tor  a  week,  during  which 
no  blood  was  filed,  except  in  tri- 
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fling  Ikirmilhes  between  the  out- 
polls  of  the  hollile  armies.  He 
was,  in  fadt,  in  a  Situation  of  much 
embarraffment ;  it  being  almolt 
impoflible  for  him  to  procure  any 
information  refpedting  the  progrefs 
of  the  centre  and  right  of  Buona¬ 
parte’s  army,  by  the  movements 
of  which  thofe  of  his  own  divifion 
were  to  be  governed.  Reconnoi¬ 
tring  was  practically  found  to  be 
a  Service  of  extreme  danger. 
Four  companies  of  Maflena’s  di¬ 
vifion,  which  had  marched  up  the 
valley  of  the  Drave,  as  far  as 
Lienz,  to  open  a  communication 
with  Joubert,  had  already  been  cut 
to  pieces  by  the  Carinthian  pea- 
fantry  of  the  valley,  who  had  rifen 
in  arms.  It  was,  at  laft,  by  the 
aid  of  llratagem,  that  Joubert  fuc- 
ceeded  in  obtaining  intelligence  of 
the  progrefs  of  Buonaparte. 

It  was,  however,  fully  time  for 
him  to  adopt  fome  meafures  to 
avert  the  danger  which  now  began 
to  impend  over  his  army.  A  net  was 
dra  wing  round  that  army,  in  which, 
if  not  fpeedily  broken  through,  it 
might  be  inextricably  entangled. 
The  Tyrolians  are  a  bold  and 
vigorous  people,  accuilomed  to 
toil,  po  {felling  a  deadly  Ik  ill  in 
the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  and  llrongly 
attached  to  their  government  and 
their  country.  They  laughed  to 
fcorn  the  proclamations  which  me¬ 
naced  them  with  fire  and  fword, 
if  they  dared  to  offer  refinance  to 
the  republican  invaders  ;  and  their 
minds  were  as  inacceflible  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  fedu&ion  as  they  were 
to  that  of  fear.  Laudohn  had  al¬ 
ready  rallied  round  him  all  the 
•/ 

militia  of  the  weftern  Tyrol,  and 
the  daring  natives  of  the  valley 
which  bears  the  name  of  the  Vint- 
fchgau.  Count  Lehrbach,  a  noble¬ 
man 
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dirtinguilhed  byhis  courage,  ability, 
and  patriotifm,  called  the  remainder 
of  the  Tyrolians  into  the  field,  and 
marched  at  their  head.  In  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days,  twenty  thoufand  men 
had  joined  Laudohn  and  Kerpen, 
and  a  few  days  more  would  have 
doubled  the  number.  Old  men, 
children,  and  even  women,  were 
eager  to  come  to  blows  with  the 
republicans  ;  and  every  thing  that 
could  be  converted  into  a  weapon 
was  feized  with  avidity.  To  pro¬ 
vide  againft  the  worft,  the  peafant- 
ry  of  Swabia  were  alfo  called  out, 
to  occupy  the  pafifes  in  the  north  of 
the  Tyrol. 

Having  colleded  together  about 
fifteen  thoufand  men,  of  whom 
more  than  one  half  were  volun  - 
teers,  Laudohn,  on  the  fecond  of 
April, ^  began  his  operations,  by 
attacking  the  republicans,  who 
were  ported  to  watch  him,  between 
Meran  and  Botzen.  They  were 
overthrown,  and  they  retired  to 
Botzen,  which  place,  however, 
as  they  were  clofely  prefled,  they 
did  not  endeavour  to  defend.  De~ 
firous  of  re-eftablifhing  his  com¬ 
munication  with  Kerpen,  Laudohn 
vigoroufly  followed  up  his  fuccefs, 
by  purfuing  the  rear  of  the  enemy 
in  the  valley  of  the  Eifach,  and 
driving  it  from  the  ports  of 
Claufen  and  Steben.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  difpatched  a  part  of  his 
force  to  DeutchenofFen  and  Bran- 
zol,  to  cut  off  the  connexion  of 
the  French  with  the  Italian  Ty¬ 
rol.  While  all  this  was  parting, 
general  Kerpen  had  not  been  idle. 
He  had  moved  from  Sterzing, 
driven  in  all  the  French  ports,  and 
advanced  towards  Brixen.  In  or¬ 
der  to  impede  his  progrefs  as  much 
as  poflible,  the  republicans,  in  re¬ 
treating,  burnt  all  the  bridges  on 
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the  Eifach,  between  Ober  Au  ancf 
Aifcha.  By  this  means  his  march 
was  retarded  for  feveral  hours. 

Availing  himfelf  of  the  time 
thus  gained,  and  having  colleded 
his  troops,  Joubert  abandoned  Brix¬ 
en,  on  the  night  of  the  fifth  of  April, 
leaving  there  a  part  of  his  maga¬ 
zines,  and  began  his  march  up  the 
valley  of  the  Rientz,  towards  the 
mountains  which  feparate  Carin- 
thia  from  Tyrol.  He  had  fo  much 
the  ftart  of  his  purfuers,  and  moved 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  Kerpen, 
who  entered  Brixen  on  the  enfuinp*' 
morning,  was  unable  to  interrupt 
his  retreat  j  and  he  accordingly 
penetrated,  through  the  Fuller- 
thal  and  over  the  frontier  moun¬ 
tains,  into  the  valley  of  the  Drave, 
without  being  brought  to  adion 
by  the  Auftrian  forces,  though 
not  without  being  feverely  haraff- 
ed  by  the  peafantry  who  had  taken 
up  arms.  Near  Spiral,  in  Carin- 
thia,  thefe  ruftic  but  determined 
opponents  thickened  round  him  in 
fuch  a  manner,  and  became  fo  for¬ 
midable,  that  they  barred  his 
progrefs,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  open  his  way  by  a  lharp  en¬ 
gagement,  before  he  could  reach 
Villach,  which  was  his  point  of 
jundion  with  the  army  of  Buona¬ 
parte.  Had  the  Aurtrians  trodden 
clofely  on  his  footfteps,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  he  would  have  found  it 
difficult  to  extricate  himfelf,  with¬ 
out  at  leaft  fuftaining  a  heavy  lofs. 
Kerpen,  however,  did  not  reach 
Lientz  till  two  days  after  Joubert 
had  quitted  it.  From  Lientz  he 
entered  into  communication  with 
the  army  of  the  Archduke  Charles. 

The  German  Tyrol  was  now 
delivered  from  the  republicans.  It 
only  remained  to  clear  the  Italian 
Tyrol  of  the  comparatively  tri- 
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fling  French  force  which  was  flill 
in  pofleflion  of  it.  This  was  ef¬ 
fectually  performed  by  general 
Laudohn.  Near  Lavis,  he  over¬ 
took  the  retreating  enemy,  and 
put  them  to  the  rout.  Still  pufh- 
ing  forward,  he  divided  his  army 
into  two  columns,  fucceflively 
drove  the  French  from  Trent, 
Roveredo,  Torbole,  and  Riva* 
furrouqded  and  compelled  a  part 
of  them  to  lay  down  their  arms 
near  Caflel  Nuovo,  and  obliged 
the  reft  to  retire  for  Ihelter  to  the 
citadel  of  Verona.  Several  ma¬ 
gazines,  twelve  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  more  than  five  hundred  prifon- 
ers,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Auftrians.  Laudohn  advanced  in¬ 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Verona, 
and  was  in  a  fttuation  to  fecond 
the  efforts  of  the  Venetians,  who 
were  befieging  the  citadel,  when 
his  career  was  put  a  flop  to  by  his 
receiving  intelligence  of  the  con- 
clufion  of  an  armiftice,  between  the 
Archduke  Charles  and  the  general 
In  chief  of  the  republican  army. 

We  muft  now  return  to  Buona¬ 
parte.  The  fttuation  of  that  ge¬ 
neral,  after  the  retreat  of  prince 
Charles  to  the  Auflrian  frontier, 
was  apparently  a  brilliant  one,  but 
it  was,  in  reality,  not  a  little 
dangerous.  He  had  indeed  march¬ 
ed  as  it  were  in  triumph  through 
three  provinces,  his  antagonift  ftill 
retreating  before  him  ;  but  he  had 
no  folid  footing,  nor  fcarcely  the 
probability  of  gaining  any.  He  was 
far  from  his  magazines,  his  commu¬ 
nications  were  tardy  and  unfafe, 
with  enemies  on  all  ftdes,  and  no 
fuccour  at  hand  ;  for  the  armies  of 
Hoche  and  Moreau  had  not,  even 
yet,  made  a  fingle  movement  in¬ 
dicative  of  an  intention  to  crofs 
the  Rhine.  If  he  perfifted  in  at* 


tempting  to  reach  Vienna,  from 
which  he  was  ftill  a  hundred  miles 
diftant,  he  muft  traverfe  the  nar¬ 
row  valley  of  the  Murz,  thirty 
miles  in  length,  and  not  only  de¬ 
feat  the  Archduke  Charles,  but 
alfo  break  through  all  the  formida¬ 
ble  array,  of  camps  and  lines, 
which  was  interpofed  between  the 
frontier  and  the  capital.  In  the 
rear  of  his  left,  an  Auftrian  di- 
vifion,  more  than  fifteen  thoufand 
ftrong,  was  pofted  in  the  archbifh- 
opric  of  Saltzburgh.  Still  further 
on  his  left,  the  Tyrol  was  fwarrrn 
ing  round  the  imperial  ftandard, 
and  Laudohn  was  breaking  into 
the  Mantuan  ;  on  his  right  he  was 
menanced  by  the  congregated  forces 
of  Hungary  and  Croatia  ;  in  his 
rear  the  three  nominally  conquered 
Auftrian  provinces  waited  but  the 
fignal  of  a  backward  motion  on 
his  part  to  purfue  and  harafs  him  ; 
and  the  peafants  of  fome  of  the 
Venetian  territories  were  already 
in  arms.  He  himfelf,  as  we  lhail 
fee  in  another  chapter,  felt  all  the 
precarioufnefs  of  his  fttuation,  and 
meditated  a  retreat  to  Italy  ;  and 
although  he  has  talked  of  his  de- 
ftgning  firft  to  levy  contributions 
in  the  fuburbs  of  Vienna,  this  can 
have  been  no  more  than  an  idle 
boaft,  ftilce  it  is  not  probable  that 
he  would  have  ftill  further  en¬ 
tangled  himfelf,  and  rilked  the 
definition  of  his  army,  for  the 
remote  chance,  if  indeed  a  remote 
chance  there  were,  of  obtaining 
an  ufelefs  vitory,  and  a  few  mil¬ 
lions  oflivres. 

The  French  general  had  not, 
however,  the  mortification  of  fee¬ 
ing  his  laurels  expofed  to  be  blight¬ 
ed  by  defeat.  His  overture  from 
Klagenfurt  feems  to  have  produced 
its  intended  effete  for  on  the 
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fourth  of  April,  it  was  officially 
announced  to  the  public,  by  Count 
Saurau,  the  prefident  of  adminif- 
tration  in  lower  Auftria,  that  the 
emperor  intended  to  negotiate, 
and  would  confent  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war,  if  honourable  terms 
could  be  obtained  from  the  enemy. 
Generals  Bellegarde  and  Meerveldt 
were  accordingly  difpatched  to  the 
head  quarters  of  Buonaparte,  at 
Judenberg,  where  they  arrived  on 
the  feventh,  to  propofe  an  armif- 
tice  for  fix  days,  in  order  to  af¬ 
ford  an  opportunity  of  fettling  a 
preliminary  treaty.*  Buonaparte, 
though  he  had  previoully  refolved 
to  paufe  for  a  few  days  in  his  pre¬ 
fect  encampment,  ftrove  to  enhance 
the  merit  of  his  agreeing  to  this 
propofal,  by  affeding  to  confider 
delay  as  difadvantageous  to  the 
intereft  of  his  army,  and  as  being 
yielded  to  by  him  only  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  love  of  humanity. 
The  night  of  the  thirteenth  was 
fixed  upon  for  the  expiration  of 
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the  armiftice,  in  cafe  the  negotia¬ 
tors  Ihould  be  unable  to  agree 
upon  the  terms  of  a  treaty. 

By  the  armiftice  the  French 
gained  fome  advantages,  as  it  al¬ 
lowed  them  to  occupy  a  line  in 
advance  of  that  which  they  now 
held.  This  new  line  commenced 
between  Fiume  and  Triefte,  paff- 
ing  by  Littay,  Windifch-feiftriz, 
Mahrburg,  and  the  valley  of  the 
Muehr,  including  Gratz,  and 
thence,  by  Bruck,  Leoben,  Rot- 
tenman,  Raftadt,  and  Spiral,  to 
the  valley  of  the  Drave.  The 
demarcation  in  the  Tyrol  was  left 
to  the  refpedive  commanders  in 
that  quarter.  Fiume  and  Triefte 
were  recovered  by  colonel  Cali- 
mir,  with  a  Croatian  force,  be¬ 
fore  he  received  information  of  the 
fignature  of  the  armiftice  j  but, 
on  pretence  that  he  had  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  and  violated  the 
lufpenfion  of  arms,  the  French  in¬ 
filled  upon  re-entering  Triefte^ 
and  their  claim  was  allowed. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

•  i 

Brief  Campaign  in  Germany .  Strength  and  Situation  of  the  Imperial  and 
French  Armies  during  the  Winter.  Judicious  Advice  given  by  the  Arch - 
duke  Charles .  It  is  negleBed .  French  and  Aufirian  Generals  and  Po¬ 
rtions  on  the  Upper  and  Longer  Rhine ,  at  the  Period  of  Hojiilities  being 
recommenced.  Plan  for  the  Campaign  of  \  797  the  fame  as  that  of  in  06. 
Unaccountable  Belay  in  the  Opening  of  the  Campaign .  The  NeceJJity  of 
making  a  Diverjion  in  Favour  of  Buonaparte ,  compels  the  Dire&ory  to 
order  the  Generals  on  the  Rhine  to  take  the  Field .  Lower  Rhine .  Ge¬ 
neral  Krayfolicits  an  Armiftice ,  in  Conference  of  the  Sufpenfton  of  Arms  * 
on  the  Side  of  Italy ,  but  it  is  refufed ,  except  on  hard  Conditions .  Inju¬ 
dicious  BiJlribution  of  W erneck’s  Force.  The  Army  of  Referve  cannot  be 
Jent*°  "ts  AJJiftance.  Befcription  of  the  Poftt ion  held  by  the  Auftrians  to 
majk  the  Bridge-head  of  Neuwied .  The  right-hand  centre  of  the  French 

Army,  under  Hoc  he,  croft  the  Rhine  at  Neuwied.  Attack  of  the  Repub¬ 
licans  upon  the  Auftrian  Pofiiion.  They  carry  by  AJfaultthe  greateft  Part 
of  the  Entrenchments.  Gallant  Befence  made  by  two  of  the  Redoubts .  The 
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Aufrians  are  entirely  defeated .  They  are  again  attacked,  at  Dierdorf  and 
compelled  to  retreat.  Championnety  with  the  French  left  Wing  advances 
from  the  Siege «  He  defeats  the  Aujlrians  at  Uckerath  and  Altenkitchen, 

and  joins  Hoche.  Heavy  Lofs  fufained  by  the  Aujlrians  in  thefe  various 
Engagements .  Hoche  purfues  the  retreating  Aufiirans .  Error  com¬ 

mitted  by  him .  The  Aufrian  Army  falls  back  to  Wetzlar,  with  fome  lofs. 
Hoche  endeavours  to  reach  the  Mayn  before  his  Aufrian  Opponent.  Ope¬ 
rations  of  Lefebvre y  with  the  Republican  left  Wing.  Defeat  of  an  Auf¬ 
trian  Divifon  at  Wifbaden.  Lefebvre  advances  to  Frankfort .  Retreat  of 
Werneck .  Intelligence  arrives  of  the  Preliminaries  of  Peace  being  fgnedt 

and  terminates  the  Campaign  in  this  Quarter.  Upper  Rhine.  Army  of 
Moreau  not  quite  ready.  It  is,  however ,  ordered  to  commence  its  Opera¬ 
tions.  Meaf ures  taken  by  Moreau .  The  Aufrians  deceived  as  to  the  Point 
of  Attack.  Moreau  refolves  to  attempt  the  Paffage  of  the  Rhine  oppofite 
Kiljlet .  Difpcftions  for  that  Purpofe.  He  fails  in  effecting  the  Pajfage 
by  Burp  rife „•  E fells  a  landing  by  Force ,  and  drives  the  Aufrians  from 
Dierjheim.  The  Auf  rians  immediately  endeavour  to  recover  the  V illage , 
but  are  foiled.  They  repeat  the  Attempt  feveral  Times  with  the  fame  ill 
Succefs .  Final  Defeat  of  the  Aufrians  after  a  terrible  Struggle .  The 

Republican  Army  advances  into  the  Interior .  The  Aufrians  fustain 
a  heavy  Lofs  in  their  Retreat.  Further  Progrefs  of  the  French. 
Latour  marches  to  oppofe  them.  News  arrives  of  the  fgning  of  the 
Preliminaries .  Negotiations  for  Peace.  The  Armifice  prolonged. 
Lofty  Language  of  Buonaparte.  Arrival  of  the  Imperial  Plenipotentiary 
with  full  Powers «  Artful  Conduit  of  Buonaparte.  Difcufjion  of  minor 
Points.  The  Seat  of  Negotiation  declared  Neutral  Ground.  The  first 
Propofitions  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  and  of  Buonaparte.  Dijhonourable 
Conduit  of  the  Aufrian  Cabinet.  Three  Projells  of  a  Treaty  difpatched 
to  Vienna.  Intentions  of  Buonaparte  in  Cafe  of  their  being  Rejelled.  His 
Anger  at  the  Inaction  of  the  Armies  on  the  Rhine.  The  Preliminaries  are 
agreed  upon.  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Direlioryy  announcing  the  Sig¬ 
nature  of  the  Articles,  and  explaining  the  Reafons  for  his  Conduit.  Con¬ 
tents  of  fome  of  the  Articles.  Buonaparte  requefs  to  be  recalled.  T he  Di¬ 
re  Hory  declines  to  confent  to  his  quitting  the  Army ,  and  authorizes  him 
to  attack  the  Venetian  Government. 


^Phe  Rate  of  affairs  which  had 
made  it  more  than  prudent  for  the 
general  of  the  French  army  in  Italy 
to  confent  to  an  armiftice,  afforded, 
alfo,  a  powerful  motive  to  the  Di¬ 
rectory  to  put  in  motion  their  ar¬ 
mies  on  the  Rhine,  in  order  to  ef¬ 
fect  a  diverfion  in  his  favour,  with¬ 
out  which  it  was  obvious  that  he 
muff  at  leafl  relinquifh  all  his  re¬ 
cent  advantages,  if  not  be  expofed 
to  the  moft  ferious  danger.  Be¬ 


fore,  however,  we  proceed  to  nar¬ 
rate  the  movements  which  confe- 
quently  took  place,  it  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  give  a  fketch  of  the  relative 
ftrength  and  fituation  of  the  two 
parties  on  the  upper  and  lower 
Rhine. 

In  the  campaign  of  1 796,  the 
victorious  armies  had  alike  fuffered 
feverely  ;  both  had  need  of  repofe, 
and  the  winter,  therefore,  paffed 
away  without  any  blood  being  fhed 

on 
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on  the  line  from  Bafil  to  Duffel- 
dorf.  On  each  fide  ftrenuous  efforts 
were  made  to  prepare  for  the  com¬ 
ing  campaign.  The  fcale,  how¬ 
ever,  preponderated  heavily  againft 
the  Auftrians.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  winter  40,000  picked  men 
were  detached  from  their  armies 
on  the  Rhine,  to  ftrengthen  thofe 
in  Italy  ;  and  though  25,000  men 
were  ordered  from  Bohemia  and 
Upper  Auftria  to  repulfe  them, 
they  were  as  inadequate  to  the 
purpofe  in  value  as  they  were  in 
numbers,  being  almoft  wholly  raw 
recruits,  or  young  foldiers  who  en¬ 
tered  for  the  firft  time  on  a&ive 
fervice.  From  the  French  army, 
indeed,  a  reinforcement  of  30,000 
men  was  likewife  difpatched  into 
Italy  in  February;  but  the  gap 
thus  made  was  fpeedily  filled  up  by 
the  arrival  of  more  than  as  many 
veteran  troops  from  Holland,  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  coaft  of 
France. 

The  effective  force  which  the 
Auftrians  could  call  into  the  field, 
on  their  extenfive  line,  from  the 
frontier  of  Switzerland  to  theSieg, 
did  not  exceed  80,000  men.  Pre- 
vioully  to  his  leaving  Germany, 
the  Archduke  Charles  had  recom¬ 
mended  to  concentrate  the  impe¬ 
rial  troops  as  much  as  poffible  ;  but 
this  judicious  advice  was  neglect¬ 
ed,  and  they  were  fcattered  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  old  fyftem,  over  a  wide 
extent  of  country,  in  the  vain  hope 
of  covering  every  acceflible  point; 
a  fyftem  for  their  perfeverance  in 
which  they  had  already  dearly 
paid. 

On  the  upper  Rhine,  the  com¬ 
mand  was  held  by  general  Count 
Latour,  who  had  with  him  about 
40,000  men,  6,000  of  whom  were 
cavalry.  He  was  entrufted  with 
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the  defence  of  the  territory  be¬ 
tween  Bafil  and  Manheim.  The 
protection  of  the  lower  Rhine, 
comprehending  the  fpace  between 
the  Mayn  and  the  Sieg,  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  general  Werneck,  who 
for  this  purpofe  had  not  more  than 
30,000  men.  A  divifion  of  6000 
infantry  and  3000  cavalry,  com¬ 
manded  by  general  Simbfehen,  in¬ 
tended  to  move  alternately  to  the 
points  menaced  on  the  right  and 
left,  was  ftationed  on  the  Mayn, 
between  AfchaffenburgandMentz. 
The  fortreffes  of  Mentz,  Ehren- 
breitftein,  Philipfburgh  and  Man¬ 
heim,  were  garrifoned  by  nearly 
20,000  men,  and  thefe  covered,  in 
fome  meafure,  the  centre  of  the 
Auftrian  line,  but  the  flanks  of 
that  line  were  wholly  expofed. 

The  French  armies  were  far  fii- 
perior  in  ftrength  to  the  Auftrian. 
On  the  lower  Rhine,  the  command 
was  given  to  the  atlive  and  daring 
general  Hoche,  whofearmy,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  one  of  his  own  letters  to 
the  Directory,  was  not  lefs  than 
86,000  men.  It  was  amply  pro¬ 
vided  with  artillery  and  cavalry. 
His  operations  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Rhine  were  rendered  com¬ 
paratively  eafy,  by  the  circum- 
ftance  of  his  poffefling  the  en¬ 
trenched  camp  at  Duffeldorf,  and 
the  bridge  head  at  Neuwied.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  his  troops  occupied  canton¬ 
ments  between  Duffeldorf  and  Cob- 
lentz.  General  Moreau  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  command  on  the 
upper  Rhine,  and  his  force  can¬ 
toned  along  the  Rhine  and  in  the 
duchy  of  Deux-Ponts,  may  be  efti- 
mated  at  from  fixty  to  feventy 
thoufand  men.  The  talk  which  he 
had  to  perform  was  more  difficult 
than  that  affigned  to  Hoche,  as  he 
\X  3  ]  had 
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had  no  means  of  crofting  the  river  field  were  given  by  the  Dire&ory, 
but  by  furprife,  or  under  the  fire  to  Hoche  and  Moreau.  Not, 
of  the  enemy.  however,  before  it  would  have 

The  plan  of  the  French  rulers,  been  too  late  to  aid  Buonaparte, 
for  the  campaign  of  1797,  was  the  had  he  perfifted  in  pulhing  for- 
fame  that  was  .adopted  in  the  pre-  ward  to  the  Auftrian  capital.  Ge- 
ceding  year  ;  the  two  armies  being  neral  Kray,  who  commanded  the 
intended  to  move  fimultaneouifiy,  imperial  divifion  near  Neuwied, 


from  cppofite  points,  into  the  in- 
terior  of  Germany.  Either  the 
difafters  of  the  laft  campaign 
had  not  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
Diredory  to  the  danger  of  a  double 
line  of  operations,  or,  which  is 
more  probable,  that  body  relied  on 
the  danger  being  now  removed,  by 
the  fuperior  ftrength  of  its  armies. 
In  the  latter  cafe,  the  Diredory 
may,  perhaps,  be  excufed  |  thedif- 
parity  of  force  between  the 
French  and  the  Auftrians  being 
fuch,  as  to  render  either  of  the  re¬ 
publican  armies  almoft,  if  not  quite, 
a  match  for  both  of  the  imperial. 

It  is  not  equally  eafy  to  account 
for  the  long  delay  of  the  French  in 
opening  the  campaign.  Their 
army  of  the  upper  Rhine,  was,  in¬ 
deed,  not  yet  fully  furnifhed  with 
all  its  equipments  and  the  means  of 
palling  the  Rhine  near  Stralburgh  : 
but  it  has  been  faid,  and  appa¬ 
rently  with  reafon,  that  it  might 
have  eroded  the  river  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Mentz,  and  thus  have 
aded  in  immediate  connedion 
with  the  army  of  Hoche,  which 
was  ready  to  take  the  field  at  an 
earlier  period.  Undoubtedly,  had 
the  republicans  been  fooner  in  mo¬ 
tion,  they  would  have  found  their 
adverfaries  but  ill-provided  to  re¬ 
fill  their  progrefs  ;  the  Auftrians 
being  weakened  by  the  departure 
of  the  veteran  troops  to  Italy,  and 
a  part  of  the  new  levies  not  being 
yet  arrived. 

At  length  orders  to  take  the 


had  meanwhile  received  informa¬ 
tion  that  an  arrniftice  was  con¬ 
cluded  in  Italy,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fettling  the  preliminaries  of  peace, 
and  he,  therefore,  propofed  to 
Hoche  that  the  ufelefs  effulion  of 
blood  ihould  be  avoided,  by  the 
conclufion  of  an  arrniftice  in  this 
quarter.  Either  being  really  ig¬ 
norant,  or  affeding  to  be  fo,  of  the 
ceffation  of  arms  which  had  taken 
place,  Hoche  refufed  to  liften  to 
the  propofition  of  Kray,  unlefs 
the  Auftrians  would  put  into  his 
power  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreit- 
ftein  and  the  courfe  of  the  Lahn. 
To  this  the  general  of  the  impe- 
rialifts  could  not  confent,  as  the 
lofs  of  a  battle  could  not  poftibly 
be  more  injurious  than  fuch  a  con- 
ceflion.  At  the  fame  time  it  mull 
be  owned,  that,  unlefs  Hoche  had 
been  almoft  certain  that  a  peace 
would  enfue,  he  would  hardly  have 
been  juftified,  fuperior  as  the 
ftrength  of  his  army  was,  in  fuf- 
pending  his  march,  without  hav¬ 
ing  previoufiy  obtained  forne  com- 
peniationfor  delay  at  fo  critical  a 
period.  Hoftilities  were,  there¬ 
fore,  inevitable. 

Already  too  weak  to  refill  the 
threatened  attack,  the  force  under 
Werneck  was  rendered  more  feeble 
by  his  injudicious  diftribution  of 
it.  He  knew  that  he  Ihould  be 
attacked  by  the  French  left  wing, 
from  Dnfleldorf,  and  by  their 
right  and  centre,  from  Neuwied  ; 
and  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the 
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hope  of  being  able  to  crufh  or 
drive  back  their  left,  before  the 
right  and  centre  could  come  to  its 
aid.  But  he  was  as  deficient  in 
(kill  as  he  was  in  numbers  to  ac¬ 
complish  this  Scheme.  Inllead  of 
concentrating  his  army  as  much  as 
pofiible,  he  extended  it  over  a  line 
of  eighteen  leagues,  a  portion  of  his 
right  wing  being  polled  as  far  off 
as  Siegen,  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
Sieg.  To  render  his  Situation 
quite  defperate,  the  referve,  under 
general  Simbfchen,  on  which  he 
had  reckoned  to  Second  him,  and 
which  had,  in  confequence,  been  or¬ 
dered  to  march  on  Limburg,  for 
the  defence  of  the  lower  Lahn,  was 
detained  by  general  Latour,  who 
was  in  hourly  expectation  of  being 
affailed  by  the  army  of  Moreau. 

At  the  moment  when  hostilities 
commenced,  the  main  body  of 
Werneck’s  army  was  polled  be¬ 
tween  Dierdorf  and  Neukirchen, 
awaiting  the  approach  of  Cham- 
pionnet,  who,  with  the  French 
left  wing  was  advancing  towards 
the  Sieg,  from  Duffeldorf.  In  his 
front,  the  ftrong  paffes  of  Ucke, 
rath  and  Altenkirchen,  the  Scene 
of  former  combats,  which  Cham- 
pionnet  mull  traverfe,  were  held 
by  Aullrian  detachments  ;  too 
weak,  however,  to  perform  the 
important  fervice  with  which  they 
were  charged.  The  Aullrian  left, 
confining  of  about  ten  thoufand 
men,  of  which  not  more  than  fix 
thoufand  could  be  immediately 
brought  into  a&ion,  was  under  the 
orders  of  general  Kray,  and  was 
intended  to  prevent  the  right  and 
centre  of  the  French  from  forcing 
their  way  into  the  German  terri¬ 
tory  from  the  bridge  head  of 
Neuwied,  For  this  purpofe  the 
Auftrians  occupied  a  chain  of  re¬ 


doubts,  which,  during  the  winter, 
had  been  conftruded  between  the 
little  rivers  called  the  Sayn  and 
the  Wied.  This  entrenched  line 
was  fupported  on  the  left  by  the 
village  of  Bendorf,  and  on  the 
right  by  that  of  Hedderfdorf,  both 
of  which  were  entrenched.  Be¬ 
tween  the  villages  fix  redoubts 
commanded  the  road  from  Neu¬ 
wied  to  Ehrenbreitllein  ;  while 
three  others,  on  a  riling  ground 
near  Hedderfdorf,  were  deiignedto 
take  the  enemy  in  flank,  fhould  he 
endeavour  to  advance  on  the  road 
which  leads  to  Dierdorf.  Much 
labour  had  been  bellowed  on  the 
conflruftion  of  thefe  redoubts;  but 
the  force  allotted  to  Kray  was 
not  adequate  to  the  defence  of  this 
line  againfi:  an  enemy  fo  fuperior 
in  numbers  as  were  the  centre  and 
right  of  the  enemy. 

At  three  in  the  morning  of  the 
eighteenth  of  April,  the  army  of 
Hoche  croffed  the  Rhine,  and  by 
eight  o'clock  it  was  formed  in 
order  of  battle,  in  the  plain  which 
feparated  the  bridge  head  from  the 
Aullrian  entrenchments.  This 
movement  was  not  difturbed  by 
the  Auftrians,  there  being  only- 
fix  battalions  and  five  fquadrons 
remaining  in  the  lines  ;  the  reft  of 
Kray’s  divifion  having  been  di¬ 
rected  by  Werneck  to  march  to 
Dierdorf,  for  the  purpofe  of  joining 
in  the  projected  attack  upon  the 
divifion  of  Championnet.  On  his 
way  thither,  Kray  received  coun¬ 
ter-ink  ructions,  and  he  immedi¬ 
ately  hurried  back  his  columns  by 
Anhaufen  and  Bendorf ;  but  he 
was  too  late  to  embarrafs  the 
movements  of  the  French  while 
they  were  engaged  in  palling  the 
bridge  and  forming  on  the  plain. 

As  foon  as  the  difpofitions  were 
\X  4]  made 
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made,  the  French  right  wing,  in 
two  columns,  under  Lefebvre, 
marched  againft  Bendorf  and  the 
redoubts  on  that  fide,  while  Gre¬ 
nier,  with  the  centre,  in  two  divi- 
fions,  proceeded  againft  Hedderf- 
dorf.  After  fome  ftruggle,  Le¬ 
febvre  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
endmolt  redoubt  on  the  left,  and 
expelled  the  Auftrians  from  the 
village  of  Zoll  Engers,  The  de¬ 
feated  troops  withdrew  to  Bendorf, 
where,  covered  by  the  Sayn  and 
their  works,  they  hoped  to  make  a 
better  ftand.  Lefebvre  now  led  up 
his  infantry  to  the  attack  of  Ben¬ 
dorf  ;  but  he  met  with  fuch  a  de¬ 
termined  refiftance  there,  that,  for 
fome  time,  he  was  unable  to  ob¬ 
tain  any  advantage.  The  coming 
up  of  the  horfe  chaffeurs,  under  ge¬ 
neral  Richepanfe,  turned  the  fcale 
In  his  favour ;  and  by  a  defperate 
charge  the  Auftrians  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  quit  the  village  in  dif- 
order.  A  battalion  of  Gemmin- 
gen  and  two  hundred  of  Latour’s 
dragoons  were  driven  towards  the 
defile  of  the  village  of  Sayn,  and 
obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms. 
The  reft  of  the  fugitives  were  pur¬ 
sued,  in  the  direction  of  Monta- 
baur,  by  two  divifions  of  infantry, 
and  the  cavalry  of  Richepanfe. 
The  purfuers  took  feven  pieces  of 
cannon,  five  ftandards  and  fifty 
ammunition  waggons,  befides  many 
prifoners. 

On  the  other  wing,  the  fortune 
of  the  field  was  equally  adverfe  to 
the  imperial  forces ;  Hedderfdorf 
and  moft  of  the  redoubts  being  car¬ 
ried  by  affault.  Two  of  the  re¬ 
doubts,  however,  one  towards 
the  centre  and  another  on  the 
Auftrian  left,  ftill  held  out  with 
the  moft  refolute  gallantry.  Two 

aflaultson  the  centre  redoubt  were 
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repulfed,  with  a  heavy  flaughter  of 
the  affailants.  It  was  not  till  the 
work  was  a  third  time  affailed  on 
all  fides,  by  frefh  and  numerous 
troops,  that  its  brave  defenders 
were  overpowered.  The  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  by  whom  the  re¬ 
doubt  on  the  left  was  maintained, 
were  animated  by  the  fame  noble 
fpirit  as  their  comrades  in  the 
centre.  Four  pieces  of  cannon 
and  a  howitzer  were  mounted  in 
this  work,  and  they  were  ferved  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  fpread  carnage 
among  the  republicans.  The  divi- 
lion  of  Watrin  advanced  twice  to 
the  affault,  and  twice  it  was 
driven  back  with  fome  lofs.  While 
it  was  preparing  for  a  third  attack, 
a  (hell  blew  up  the  Auftrian  pow¬ 
der  magazine.  Taking  advantage 
of  the  confufion  occafioned  by  this 
accident,  the  French  rufhed  for¬ 
ward,  and  penetrated  into  the 
work  ;  upon  which,  further  refin¬ 
ance  being  impoffible,  the  garri- 
fon  furrendered. 

The  light  cavalry  of  Ney,  and 
fome  of  the  light  artillery,  had  al¬ 
ready  been  difpatched  to  harafs 
that  part  of  Kray’s  divifion  which 
retired  on  Dierdorf.  In  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  that  place  the  routed 
troops  were  joined  by  a  ftrong  re¬ 
inforcement  from  Werneck’s  army, 
which  enabled  them  to  rally  and  to 
paufe.  They  took  up  a  pofition 
behind  a  rivulet,  and  fkirmifhed 
with  the  republicans,  whofe  objefl 
it  was  to  keep  them  in  play  till 
the  heavy  cavalry  and  Grenier’s 
divifion  of  infantry  could  arrive. 
Thefe  were  pufhed  forward  by 
Hoche  as  foon  as  the  laft  redoubts 
were  taken  ;  and,  having  at  length 
reached  Dierdorf,  they  attacked 
the  Auftrians,  who,  overmatched 
and  difcou raged,  were  fpeedily 

driven 
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driven  from  their  port  with  confu 
derable  lofs,  and  were  purfued  till 
night-fall,  on  the  road  to  Hach- 
enburg. 

While  the  centre  and  right  of 
the  French  were  thus  bearing 
dotfn  all  before  them,  Champion- 
net,  with  the  left  wing,  was  fe- 
conding  them  in  the  moft  effeftual 
manner.  That  general  paifed  the 
Sieg  on  the  night  of  the  feven- 
teenth,  with  twenty-five  thoufand 
men,  and  directed  his  march  on 
Uckerath  and  Altenkirchen.- — - 
Thefepofts,  fo  obftinately  contefted 
and  fo  dearly  bought  in  the  two 
preceding  campaigns,  were  now 
but  a  flight  obftacle  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy.  The  trifling 
Auftrian  detachments,  which  were 
ftationed  in  them  fought  gallantly, 
and  did  all  that  was  in  their  power 
to  retain  their  ground  ;  but  they 
were  finally  routed,  and  they  fuf- 
fered  feverely.  By  the  capture  of 
Altenkirchen  a  junftion  was  form¬ 
ed  between  the  hitherto  feparated 
divifions  of  the  republican  army. 

This  difaftrous  day  ccft  the 
Auftrians  nearly  five  thoufand  men, 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners. 
The  lofs  of  the  French  was  about 
half  that  number. 

With  the  fhattered  main  body 
of  his  army,  Werneck  withdrew  to 
a  good  pofition  at  Klein  Neifter, 
which  he  occupied  on  the  nine¬ 
teenth,  and  where  he  might,  per¬ 
haps,  have  defended  himfelf  for 
fome  time,  had  not  his  own  army 
been  too  much  weakened  to  hold  fo 
extenfive  a  line,  and  that  of  his 
antagonift  fo  numerous  as  to  enable 
him  to  aft  with  a  powerful  force 
upon  the  Auftrian  flanks.  He  had 
in  vain  difpatched  repeated  mef- 
fages  to  haften  the  arrival  of  gene¬ 


ral  Simbfchen,  with  the  referve, 
for  the  purpofe  of  covering  the 
lower  Lahn,  and  his  own  left, 
againft  the  right  wing  of  the 
French.  When  Werneck  arrived 
at  Klein  Neifter,  Simbfchen  was 
yet  two  marches  from  the  Lahn. 
It  was,  therefore,  not  prafticable 
to  continue  at  Klein  Neifter  ;  and, 
confequently,  after  having  given 
his  troops  a  fhort  repofe,  he  quitted 
it  at  midnight,  and  took  the  road 
of  Herborn. 

Lefeb  vre,  in  the  mean  time,  with 
the  French  right  wing,  followed  up 
hisfuccefs.  From  Montabaurhe  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Limburg,  which  the 
Auftrians  abandoned  at  his  ap¬ 
proach,  leaving  behind  them  feven 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  republicans 
then  pufhed  a  divifion  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Lahn,  to  watch  the 
roads  of  Mentz  and  Frankfort. 
Othe#  divifions  took  pofleflion  of 
Naflau  and  Dietz,  and  drove  back 
into  Ehrenbreitftein  an  imperial 
detachment.  Simbfchen  at  laft  ar¬ 
rived  with  the  Auftrian  referve ; 
but  finding  that  Limburg  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  not 
thinking  himfelf  ftrong  enough  to 
cope  with  them,  he  fell  back  to 
NeuhofF,  in  order  to  keep  open, 
by  Hoffheim,  his  retreat  to  the 
Mayn. 

Had  the  firft  movements  of 
Hoche  with  the  centre,  from  Dier- 
dorf,  been  rapidly  direfted  towards 
the  Lahn,  it  is  almoft  certain  that 
he  would  have  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  Werneck’s  army  to  that  river. 
But,  fortunately  for  his  routed 
foes,  he  moved  in  the  oppofite  di¬ 
rection,  apparently  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  falling  on  their  right  flank. 
He  feems,  however,  to  have  foon 
difeovered  his  error,  and  to  have 
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refolved  to  make  an  effort  to  repair 
it,  and  to  intercept  his  enemy,  by 
attacking  Werneck  with  his  left, 
while  one  divilion  of  his  centre 
took  poll  at  Weilburg,  and  another 
at  Grieffenftein.  By  this  arrange¬ 
ment  he  hoped  to  fhut  out  Wer¬ 
neck  from  Wetzlar,  and  entangle 
him  among  the  republican  divi- 
fions. 

Had  the  Auftrian  general  per- 
filled  in  remaining  at  Klein  Neiiler, 
the  projed  of  Hoche  would  proba¬ 
bly  have  been  crowned  with  fuc- 
cel's.  But  when,  at  dawn  on  the 
twentieth,  Hoche  put  his  troops  in 
motion  towards  that  place,  hedif- 
covered  that  his  antagonift  was  al¬ 
ready  in  full  retreat  to  Herborn. 
The  republican  advanced  guard 
and  hollars  were  immediately  dif- 
patched  in  purfuif.  Near  Roth 
they  came  up  with  the  Auftrian 
rear-guard  ;  and,  during  the  reft 
of  the  retreat,  a  fucceftion  of  fmart 
fkirmifhes  occurred,  in  fome  of 
which  the  French  were  worfted, 
while  in  others  they  had  the  upper 
hand.  Having,  however,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  gaining  by  the  bayonet 
the  height  of  Flerlhach,  the  re¬ 
publicans  planted  there  three  pieces 
of  artillery,  by  which  a  column  of 
the  imperialifts  was  thrown  intofo 
much  confulion  that,  at  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  bridge  of  Sindt,  it  was 
unable  to  refill  a  charge  of  the 
hulfars,  who  took  from  it  four 
hundred  prifoners,  and  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  ftores  and  baggage. 
Werneck,  neverthelefs,  accomplilh- 
ed  his  retreat  to  Wetzlar. 

Though  he  had  failed  in  antici¬ 
pating  the  Auftrians  on  the  Lahn, 
Hoche  hoped  that  he  might  pre¬ 
vent  them  on  the  Mayn  ;  at  leaft 
fo  far  as  to  feparate  them  from 
Frankfort,  and  compel  them  to  re¬ 


tire  by  the  circuitous  route  of 
Afchaffenburg.  With  this  view  Le- 
febvre  was  ordered  to  pufhforward 
to  Frankfort  by  forced  marches. 
It  feems,  indeed, wonderful  that  this 
Hep  was  not  adopted  at  the  outlet, 
there  being  no  army  in  the  field 
which  was  capable  of  oppofing  the 
French  right  wing,  and  the  road 
from  Montabaur  to  Frankfort  be¬ 
ing  much  Ihorter  than  that  by 
which  Werneck  retreated  ;  the  one 
forming  only  a  chord,  while  the 
other  formed  an  arc  of  a  circle. 

While  the  Auftrians  were  thus 
menaced  with  being  turned  on  one 
of  their  flanks,  the  centre  and  left 
of  the  French  prefled  hard  on  their 
retreat.  Aware  of  the  impoflibi- 
lity,  and  even  peril,  of  attempting 
to  make  a  Hand  on  the  upper  Lahn, 
Werneck  evacuated  Wetzlar  and 
Gieflen,  called  in  all  his  detach¬ 
ments,  and  withdrew  to  Muntzen- 
berg,  on  the  road  to  Frankfort. 
He  did  not  effeft  this  movement 
unmolefted.  His  rear-guard  was 
fo  vigoroufly  attacked  near  Stein¬ 
berg,  that  it  loft  two  hundred  men, 
and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
would,  perhaps,  have  been  ut¬ 
terly  deftroyed,  had  not  he  him- 
felf  turned  back  to  extricate  it 
with  a  divifion  of  infantry.  A 
fharp  conflitft  enfued,  in  which  the 
republicans  were  worfted,  and  ge¬ 
neral  Ney  was  taken  prifoner.  Of 
the  refpite  afforded  by  this  flight 
check,  Werneck  prudently  availed 
himfelf  to  crofs  the  Nidda,  during 
the  night,  and  draw  nearer  to 
Frankfort. 

Lefebvre,  meanwhile,  had  nearly 
executed  the  talk  which  was  af- 
ligned  to  him.  In  order  to  clear 
that  part  of  the  country  which  lies 
in  the  angle  formed  by  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mayn, 
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he  di fpatched  the  divifion  of  Wat- 
rin  to  defeat  and  drive  into  Mentz 
the  Auftrian  referve,  under  Simbf- 
chen,  which  was  polled  near  Wif, 
baden*  Simbfchen  was  routed, 
with  the  lofs  of  many  killed  and 
wounded,  eight  hundred  prifoners, 
and  three  pieces  of  cannon.  At 
the  fame  time,  another  French  di¬ 
vifion  paffed  the  Mayn,  and  occu¬ 
pied  the  left  bank  of  that  river 
from  Hochft  to  Rulfelheim.  Le- 
febvre  himfelf  marched  in  two  co¬ 
lumns  to  Konigftein,  and  thence, 
on  the  twenty.fecond,  to  Rudel- 
heim,  a  fhort  diftance  from  Frank¬ 
fort.  He  drove  before  him  a  divi¬ 
fion  of  Auftrian  cavalry,  and  ap¬ 
peared  under  the  walls  of  the  city  ; 
but  while,  on  the  one  hand,  he  was 
preparing  to  attack  the  place,  and, 
on  the  other,  Werneck  was  haf- 
tening  forward  fuccours  from  his 
pofition  of  Bergen,  hoftilities  were 
fuddenly  put  a  ftop  to  by  the  arri¬ 
val  of  a  courier,  with  difpatches 
from  Buonaparte,  to  announce  the 
figning  of  preliminaries  of  peace. 
The  generals  of  the  French  and 
imperial  armies  immediately  met 
at  Ilbenftadt,  and  agreed  upon  a 
line  of  demarcation,  behind  which 
their  forces  were  to  remain,  till 
the  terms  of  a  treaty  were  defini¬ 
tively  fettled. 

This  news  arrived  at  the  criti¬ 
cal  moment  to  refcue  Werneck 
from  imminent  danger ;  the  repub¬ 
lican  divifions  having  clofed  upon 
him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  feems 
almoft  impofiible  for  him  to  have 
continued  his  retrograde  movement 
without  at  leaft  being  expofed  to 
fome  very  ferious  difafter.  His 
conaud,  in  this  brief  campaign, 
was  fo  unfatisfactory  to  the  Auf¬ 
trian  cabinet,  that,  after  a  trial,  in 
which  general  Kray  was  his  accu- 
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fer,  he  was  excluded  for  ever  from 
the  military  fervice,  being  com¬ 
pelled  to  retire  on  the  ufual  pen- 
fion. 

On  the  upper  Rhine  the  repub¬ 
lican  invaders  commenced  their 
operations  in  an  equally  fortunate 
manner.  It  appears  to  have  been 
expeded  by  the  Auftrians,  that 
the  capture  of  Kehl  and  Huningen 
would  fecure  them  in  this  quarter* 
•as  the  want  ©f  a  bridge  would, 
they  thought,  prove  an  infuperable 
obftacle  to  the  invafion  of  Swabia; 
there  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
French  no  regular  communication 
between  the  two  banks  of  the 
river,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
bridge  eftabliftiment  of  the  enemy 
having  been  taken  or  deftroyed  in 
the  preceding  campaign.  If  fuch 
were  their  expeditions,  they  were 
built  upon  a  very  fandy  bafis,  and 

were  fpeedily  overthrown.- - - 

(i  Never,’’  as  Buonaparte  juftly 
obferved  in  a  letter  to  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  iC  never  did  a  river  prove  a 
real  obftacle  to  a  general  who  was 
determined  to  pafs  it  •/*  and  even 
recent  experience  ought  to  have 
taught  the  Auftrian  commanders 
that  a  long  line  of  defence,  like 
that  on  which  they  were  ftationed, 
was  fure  to  be  penetrated  in  fome 
point  or  other  by  a  Ikilful  and  en- 
terprifing  antagonift,  efpecially 
when  that  antagonift  was  at  the 
head  of  an  army  which  far  out¬ 
numbered  their  own. 

It  was  originally  intended  that, 
the  French  armies  of  the  upper  and 
the  lower  Rhine  fhould  open  the 
campaign  on  the  fame  day.  This, 
however,  was  rendered  impradica- 
ble  by  the  backward  ftate  of  the 
preparations  on  the  upper  Rhine. 
The  pontoons  and  veflels  that  had 
been  ordered  to  be  built  were  not 

yet 
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yet  completed  ;  nor  were  the  ar¬ 
tillery  and  draught  horfes,  and 
other  neceflary  articles,  which  had 
been  promifed  by  the  government, 
yet  arrived  at  their  deftination. 
Leaving  the  command  of  his  troops 
to  Defaix,  general  Moreau  haftened 
to  Paris,  to  ftimulate  the  Diredory 
to  adivity.  He  was  fent  back 
with  promifes  of  prompt  afliftance, 
but  alfo  with  orders  to  avail  him- 
felf  of  the  few  refources  which  he 
poflfefled,  and  to  attempt  immedi¬ 
ately  the  palling  of  the  Rhine. 

Moreau  returned  to  Stralhurgh 
on  the  feventeenth  of  April,  and, 
great  exertions  having  been  made 
during  his  abfence,  the  twentieth 
was  the  day  fixed  upon  for  carry¬ 
ing  his  enterprife  into  execution. 
He  had  already  direded  that  all 
the  boats  and  barges  upon  the 
river  Ill  Ihould  be  feized,  and  con¬ 
veyed  towards  the  jundion  of  the 
Ill  and  the  Rhine.  His  directions 
were  punctually  executed.  All 
the  velfels  between  Colmar  and 
Strafburgh  were  taken  polfefiion 
ot;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  in  order 
to  millead  the  enemy,  as  to  the 
point  where  they  were  to  be  ufed, 
it  was  reported  that  they  were  to 
be  removed  over  land  to  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  Brifach.  This  report,  and 
the  circumftance  of  a  divifion  of 
troops  having  been  collected  at 
Colmar,  appears  ro  have  deceived 
the  Auftrians  into  a  belief  that  it 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bri¬ 
fach  that  the  French  army  would 
endeavour  to  force  a  palfage  over 
the  river.  This  erroneous  belief 
had  the  prejudicial  effed  of  induc¬ 
ing  them  to  dilfeminate  their  forces 
ftill  more,  by  aflembling  a  conli- 
derable  part  of  them  in  that  quar¬ 
ter. 

The  fpot  at  which  the  Rhine  was 


croffed  in  the  preceding  campaign 
was,  from  its  proximity  to  Straf¬ 
burgh,  and  from  other  circum- 
ftances,  one  of  the  molt  convenient 
that  could  then  be  chofen  for  ef¬ 
fecting  the  palfage.  The  opera¬ 
tion,  however,  could  not  now  be 
attempted  at  the  fame  place,  as 
that  branch  of  the  Rhine  called 
the  Mabile  was  at  this  moment 
nearly  dry,  the  enemy  had  ereded 
numerous  batteries  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  and  had  alfo  left 
in  exiftence  all  the  trenches  which 
were  thrown  up  during  the  liege 
of  Kehl,  fo  that  it  was  become  ut¬ 
terly  impolfible  for  an  army  to 
form  or  to  advance  on  the  plain. 
It  was,  therefore,  neceflary  to  find 
fome  acceflible  point,  and  this  was 
not  an  eafy  talk,  the  unufual  low- 
nefs  of  the  water  rendering  it  dif¬ 
ficult  and  tedious  topafs  the  flioals 
by  which  the  navigation  was  ob- 
ftruded.  At  length  it  was  re- 
folved  that  the  embarkation  flhould 
take  place  at  a  fhort  diftance  from 
Kilftet,  near  the  jundion  of  the  Ill 
with  the  Rhine.  The  landing  was 
to  be  effeded  on  three  points,  be¬ 
tween  Freyftett  and  Dierfheim. 
About  fifteen  thoufand  men,  com- 
manded  by  general  Duhefme,  who 
was  feconded  by  generals  Van- 
damme,  Davouft,  and  Jordy,  were 
deftined  for  this  fervice.  Only  a 
fmall  part  of  this  force  could,  how¬ 
ever,  be  conveyed  at  one  time  to 
the  German  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
To  facilitate  the  main  attack,  by 
drawing  off  the  attention  ol  the 
enemy,  three  falfe  attacks  were 
alfo  to  be  made  ;  two  of  them 
above  Strafburgh,  at  point  des 
Epis  and  the  battery  of  Beclair, 
and  the  third  confiderably  below 
it,  from  the  ifies  of  Dalhunden, 
oppofite  the  village  of  Grefleren. 

An 
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An  inceffant  cannonade  was  like- 
wife  to  be  kept  up,  on  the  whole 
of  the  left  bank,  from  Brifach  to 
fort  Vauban. 

The  campaign  commenced,  on 
the  twentieth  of  April,  by  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  thefe  movements.  It 
was  intended  that  the  principal 
attack  fhould  be  made  at  half-paft 
three  in  the  morning,  in  order  to 
procure  over  the  enemy  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  taking  him  by  furprife  j 
but  this  fcheme  of  the  affailants 
was  fruftrated  by  the  ftorminefs  of 
the  night,  the  difficulty  of  paffing 
the  fhoals,  and  other  unforefeen 
obftacles.  The  alarm  was  given 
to  the  Auftrians  by  the  falfe  at¬ 
tacks,  before  the  true  one  could  be 
begun,  and  they  were  confequentlv 
on  their  guard.  As,  however,  the 
falfe  attacks  were  vigoroufly  puffi- 
ed,  as  the  point  which  was  really 
in  danger  was  not  known,  and  the 
imperial  troops  were  fpread  on  a 
line  extending  from  Stolhoffen  to 
Brifach,  the  defenders  of  the  right 
bank  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
refill  in  any  quarter  with  prompti¬ 
tude  and  vigour.  Moreau,  there¬ 
fore,  refolved  to  accompbfh  his 
end  by  force,  fince  fecrecy  and 
ftratagem  were  no  longer  avail¬ 
able.  This  refolution  was  dic¬ 
tated  by  prudence,  fince  delay 
would  undoubtedly  have  afforded 
his  antagonifts  an  opportunity  of 
difcovering  where  they  were  fe- 
rioufly  menaced,  and  of  concentrat¬ 
ing  their  flrength  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  overbalance  any  thing  which 
he  might  gain  by  greater  com- 
pletenefs  of  preparation. 

It  was  fix  in  the  morning  before 
the  boats  with  the  firft  divifion  of 
the  troops  could  get  clear  of  the 
fhoaly  navigation  of  the  Ill,  and 
defcend  into  the  Rhine.  As  foon 


as  they  appeared,  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
Auftrian  polls  and  batteries,  under 
which  they  were  obliged  to  pro¬ 
ceed  for  a  confiderable  diflance, 
without  the  power  of  returning  it. 
They,  neverthelefs,  boldly  pufhed 
on.  As,  however,  an  adherence 
to  the  original  plan,  of  landing  in 
three  places,  would  have  kept  the 
troops  for  a  long  while  expofed  to 
a  murderous  fire  of  grape  and  muf- 
ketry,  and  would  have  given  the 
enemy  time  to  colledl  his  forces,  it 
was  refolved  that  the  whole  fhould 
be  landed  at  the  point  nearefl  at 
hand,  which  was  that  deflined  to 
be  attacked  by  the  third  divifion. 
This  point  was  a  fandy  ifland, 
nearly  oppofite  to  Dierfheim,  fe- 
parated  from  the  right  bank  by 
two  narrow  and  fordable  branches 
of  the  flream.  It  was  occupied 
by  three  hundred  men  of  the  free 
corps  of  Michaelowitz. 

Unable  to  refill  the  numbers  of 
the  affailants,  the  three  hundred 
Auftrians  fell  back  to  a  toll.houfe 
and  timber-yard,  in  which  they 
entrenched  themfelves ;  but  from 
this  poll  they  were  driven  by  the 
bayonet,  and  they  retired  to  Dier¬ 
fheim.  The  difembarkation  of  the 
firft  divifion  of  the  republicans  was 
then  completed,  and  the  veffels 
were  fent  back  to  bring  over  the 
remainder.  In  the  meanwhile,  the 
French  advanced  to  attack  Dier¬ 
fheim,  in  order  to  fecure  their 
footing  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river.  Their  firft  effort  was  not 
fortunate.  They  were  repulfed 
with  fome  lofs,  and  general  Du- 
hefme,  who  endeavoured  to  bring 
them  back  to  the  charge,  was  fe. 
rioufly  wounded.  The  arrival  of 
frefh  troops  enabled  them,  how¬ 
ever,  at  length  to  accomplifh  their 

purpofe 
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purpofe,  and  they  became  matters 
of  the  village.  They  were  now 
covered  on  their  right  flank.  On 
their  left,  they  alfo  drove  the  Auf- 
trians  from  a  battery,  by  which 
they  had  been  much  annoyed. 

Thus  fixed  on  the  German  fide, 
the  French  laboured  inceflantly  to 
eftablifh  a  flying  bridge,  and  to 
accelerate  the  embarkation  of  the 
remaining  divifions. 

The  Auflrians,  meanwhile,  were 
not  idle.  Having  been  ftrength- 
ened  by  two  additional  battalions, 
they,  at  eight  o’clock,  made  a  vi¬ 
gorous  effort  for  the  recovery  of 
Dierfheim.  The  French  were  ex¬ 
pelled  from  the  place  ;  but  it  was  a 
poft  of  too  much  importance  to 
them  to  be  lightly  relinquifhed ; 
and,  accordingly,  on  being  joined 
by  the  divifion  of  general  Da- 
vouft,  they  returned  to  the  con- 
teft,  and  at  length  once  more  ob¬ 
tained  poffeflion  of  the  village. 
They  then,  extended  their  right 
towards  Honau  ;  thus  occupying  a 
femilunar  line,  of  which  the  flanks 
were  protected  by  the  Rhine,  and 
Dierfheim  was  nearly  the  central 
point. 

A  frefh  reinforcement  of  four 
battalions,  from  the  camp  of  Bo- 
defchwir,  enabled  the  Auflrians  to 
make,  before  noon,  another  attack 
on  the  republican  pofition.  It  was 
dire&ed  againft  the  centre  and 
right.  In  the  centre  they  were 
repulfed.  On  the  right,  where 
their  principal  pufh  feems  to  have 
been  made,  they  perfifted  more  te- 
nacioufly,  and,  at  firft,  with  more 
effect.  The  Auftrian  column, 
which  moved  from  Honau,  drove 
the  enemy  from  an  angle  of  the 
dike  that  fupported  the  republican 
right  flank,  and  thus  gained  a  fitu- 
ation  where  their  artillery  could 
bear  in  flank  and  rear  on  the  whole 


of  the  hoftile  line.  As  the  moft 
dangerous  confequences  would  re¬ 
fill  t  from  allowing  the  affailants  to 
fix  themfelves  firmly  on  this  fpot, 
the  French  took  inftant  meafures 
to  expel  them  from  it.  At  the 
head  of  two  battalions,  generals 
Defaix  and  Davouft  advanced 
againft  the  Auflrians.  The  ground 
being  marfhy  and  interfered,  and 
the  imperial  troops  keeping  up  a 
heavy  fire,  the  ftruggle  was  an 
obftinate  one.  At  laft,  however, 
the  republicans  won  back  the  dike, 
and  compelled  the  enemy  to  re¬ 
treat  in  diforder  to  Honau,  leav¬ 
ing  behind  them  many  flain,  and 
two  hundred  prifoners.  In  this 
engagement  Defaix  was  wounded 
in  the  thigh. 

The  fituation  of  the  republicans 
was,  neverthelefs,  a  precarious  one. 
The  flying  bridge  was  not  yet  ef- 
tablifhed  ;  they  had  conveyed  to 
the  right  bank  but  a  fmall  part  of 
their  artillery,  and  fcarcely  any  of 
their  cavalry  ;  the  paffage  of  the 
troops,  though  continual,  was  ne- 
ceflarily  flow  ;  and  thofe  who  had 
landed,  having  the  river  at  their 
back,  had  no  other  alternative,  in 
cafe  of  defeat,  than  drowning  or 
furrender.  The  Auflrians,  on  their 
fide,  were  fully  aware  of  what 
importance  it  was  to  them  to  dif- 
lodge  the  enemy  without  lofs  of 
time  ;  fince,  if  the  republicans  once 
gained  a  firm  footing,  the  imperial 
army  was  too  weak  to  do  more 
than  retard  their  progrefs  in 
Swabia.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
decifive  fuccefs  now  gained  over 
the  invaders  might  fruftrate  their 
fchemes  on  the  upper  Rhine,  and 
enable  the  Auflrians  to  reinforce 
their  army  on  the  lower  Rhine,  fo 
as  to  turn  the  fcale  againft  the  vic¬ 
torious  Hoche. 

Accordingly,  at  three  in  the 

afternoon, 
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afternoon*  frefh  troops  having  ar¬ 
rived  from  Kehl,  StolhofFen,  and 
Offenburg,  general  Starray  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  a  vigorous  effort. 
Dierfheim  was  the  main  object  of 
the  ftruggle.  His  columns  were 
preceded  by  twenty  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  from  which  fuch  a  terrible  fire 
was  kept  up,  that  the  French  field 
pieces  were  fpeedily  difmounted, 
and  the  village  itfelf  was  in  flames. 
The  Auftrian  infantry  then  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  attack,  and  penetrat¬ 
ed  into  the  burning  place.  The 
French  defended  themfelves  with 
that  defperate  courage  which  is 
infpired  by  the  knowledge  that  re¬ 
treat  is  hopelefs.  In  the  midft  of 
the  flaming  ruins  the  battle  raged 
in  the  moft  furious  manner.  At 
Jaft,  in  fpite  of  the  fuccours  which 
their  antagonifts  received,  the 
Auftrians  drove  them  as  far  as  the 
church,  and  became  matters  of  the 
chief  part  of  the  village.  Frefh 
aid,  however,  enabled  the  French 
to  make  a  ftand  in  their  laft  pofi_ 
tion,  and  the  conflict  was  renewed 
with  greater  fury  than  ever.  In 
this  critical  fituation  of  affairs  the 
fortune  of  the  day  was  decided  in 
their  favour  by  a  well-timed  ma¬ 
noeuvre  of  the  French  generals. 
While  the  Auftrians  were  occupied 
in  front  by  the  defenders  of  Dier¬ 
fheim,  they  were  charged  on  both 
their  flanks  by  new  forces ;  and, 
being  thus  preffed  on  all  ftdes,  they 
were  compelled  to  relinquifh,  and 
in  conftderable  diforder,  the  ground 
which  they  had  fo  hardly  won.  Yet 
it  was  not  till  after  a  hard  ftruggle, 
hand  to  hand,  in  which  two  French 
adjutant-generals  were  feverely 
wounded,  that  the  republicans  re¬ 
mained  in  poffeffion  of  the  long- 
con  tefted  poft. 

To  ftrengthen  the  column  di¬ 
rected  againft  Dierfheim,  the  Auf- 
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trians  committed  the  error  of  weak¬ 
ening  their  wings.  Of  this  error 
generals  Vandamme  and  Davouft 
fkilfully  availed  themfelves,  and, 
after  a  fhort  refiftance,  they  car¬ 
ried  the  village  of  Honau,  which 
covered  the  Auftrian  left.  On  the 
French  left,  meanwhile,  Starray 
made  an  attempt  to  penetrate,  but 
the  republicans  were  too  ftrongly 
potted,  and  the  affaiiants  were  re- 
pulfed.  At  the  clofe  of  the  battle 
the  two  armies  continued  as  they 
were  at  the  commencement  of  it, 
fave  that  Honau  was  held  by  the 
extreme  right  of  the  French  army* 
The  viClors  were  too  weak  in 
cavalry,  and  too  exhaufted  by  their 
exertions,  to  purfue  the  retiring 
enemy.  The  lofs  was  heavy  on 
both  fldes. 

Though  the  republicans  had  re¬ 
pelled  their  antagonifts,  they  were 
not  yet  entirely  at  eafe  with  re. 
fpeft  to  their  fafety.  The  flying 
bridge  was  completed  previous  to 
the  battle,  and  had  been  actively 
engaged  in  bringing  over  the 
troops  during  the  conflict ;  but, 
even  aided  by  the  boats,  this  mode 
of  conveyance  was  too  tardy  to 
render  fecure  the  eftablilhment  of 
the  invaders  on  the  right  of  the 
Rhine.  In  the  afternoon,  there¬ 
fore,  a  bridge  of  boats  was  com¬ 
menced,  and,  notwithftanding  a 
heavy  cannonade  kept  up  by  the 
Auftrians,  it  was  completed  before 
midnight.  A  new  and  vigorous 
attack  of  the  imperial  forces  upon 
the  republican  left  wing,  which 
had  a  momentary  fuccefs,  but  was 
finally  foiled,  operated  as  an  addi¬ 
tional  ftirnulus  to  hurry  on  the 
completion  of  the  bridge. 

At  two  in  the  morning  of  the 
twenty- firft,  the  French  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  artillery,  began  to 
pour  over  the  bridge  in  a  conti¬ 
nued 
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nued  dream.  As  fad  as  they  reach- 
the  right  bank  they  were  ranged 
in  order  of  battle  ;  it  being  the 
intention  of  Moreau  to  aflail  im¬ 
mediately  the  pofition  of  the  Auf- 
trians,  which  extended,  in  a  con¬ 
cave  form,  from  the  junction  of 
the  Holchenbach  with  the  Rhine, 
along  a  low  ridge,  by  Hobine  and 
Lings,  towards  the  Rhine  near 
Litzenheim.  The  onfet  was  to  be 
made  in  three  divifions,  led  on  by 
Generals  Dufour,  Vandamme,  and 
Lecourbe. 

General  Starray,  however,  did 
not  wait  to  be  attacked.  Believ¬ 
ing  that  the  bridge  could  not  yet 
be  finilhed,  he  determined  to  make 
a  defperate  and  lad  effort  againd 
the  invaders  before  they  were  be- 
come  fo  numerous  as  to  put  it  out 
of  his  power  to  cope  with  them. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  night  he  called 
to  his  affidance  all  the  remaining 
troops,  to  the  number  of  about 
eighteen  thoufand  men,  from  the 
valleys  of  Kinzig,  Renchen,  Ache- 
ren,  and  Murg.  At  fix  in  the 
morning,  while  the  French  were 
preparing  for  battle,  the  Audrians 
made  a  furious  affault  upon  their 
centre  and  right,  at  Dierfhiem  and 
Honau.  At  the  outlet,  the  affail- 
ants  obtained  fome  advantages  on 
the  fide  of  Honau  ;  but  they  were 
foon  deprived  of  them  by  the  com¬ 
ing  up  of  fuccedive  and  frefh  bo¬ 
dies  of  republicans,  and  they  then 
flackened  their  exertions  in  that 
quarter.  It  was  at  Dierfheim,  the 
key  done  of  the  whole  French  po¬ 
fition,  that  the  druggie  was  main¬ 
tained  with  the  mod  perfevering 
and  fanguinary  fury  ;  each  indi¬ 
vidual  of  both  armies  fighting  as 
if  the  fuccefs  of  the  battle  depend¬ 
ed  on  him  alone.  Thefe  were  in- 
fpired  by  revenge,  and  the  defire 
of  preferving  their  country  from 


ravage  ;  thofe,  by  the  wifh  for 
plunder,  and  by  the  confciousnefs 
that  only  victory  could  fave  them 
from  captivity  or  from  certain 
death.  The  attack  on  Dierfheim 
was  preluded  by  an  inceffant  can¬ 
nonade  from  three  Audrian  bat¬ 
teries  which  poured  upon  the  vil¬ 
lage,  in  front  and  on  both  danks,  a 
fhower  of  balls  and  grape  fhot. 
By  this  well-fupported  fire  a  great 
part  of  the  French  artillery  was 
difmounted.  This  being  accom- 
plifhed,  the  Audrian  infantry  ra¬ 
pidly  advanced  againd  the  left  of 
the  village.  It  made  the  attack 
with  the  utmod  gallantry,  and  was 
as  gallantly  refided.  After  the 
conted  had  continued  for  fome 
time.  General  Davoud,  at  the  head 
of  two  battalions,  fallied  from  the 
right  of  the  village,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  break  in  upon  the  left 
flank  of  the  affaiiing  column. 
Perceiving  the  danger  which  threa¬ 
tened  their  infantry,  the  Audrian 
cavalry  rufhed  upon  Davoud's  di- 
vifion,  which  was,  in  its  turn, 
fupported  by  the  republican  ca¬ 
valry.  This  complex  combat  of 
horfe  againd  foot,  foot  againd  foot, 
and  horfe  againd  horfe,  was  main¬ 
tained  with  inveterate  obdinacy, 
and  all  was  confufion  and  indifcri- 
minate  daughter.  For  a  while,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Audrians  had  the  afcen- 
dency ;  and  feveral  times  drove  back 
the  French  cavalry  as  far  as  the  gar¬ 
dens  of  Dierfheim.  But  no  efforts 
of  valour,  on  the  part  of  the  im¬ 
perial  troops,  could  avail  againd 
an  enemy  who  was  perpetually  re¬ 
inforced.  A  charge  of  a  frefh 
body  of  their  cavalry  finally  de¬ 
cided  the  conted  in  favour  of  the 
French ;  and  the  Audrians,  who 
were  now  much  weakened,  and 
two  of  whofe  generals,  Starray, 
and  Immeus,  were  wounded,  re¬ 
luctantly 
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lu&antly  retired  from  the  field  of 
carnage,  to  take  up  the  pofition 
whence  they  had  marched  in  the 
morning.  The  vigors  were  not 
jet  fufficiently  itrong  in  cavalry  to 
difquiet  the  retreat  of  their  baffled 
enemy. 

d  he  Auflrians,  neverthelefs,  were 
not  fuffered  to  remain  long  undid, 
turbed.  d  he  battle  was  fcarcely 
ended  before  Moreau  was  joined 
by  a  confiderable  part  of  his  troops, 
from  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine. 
Ide  was  thus  enabled  to  follow  up 
his  advantage,  and  he  loft  not  a 
moment  in  doing  fo.  As  foon  as 
the  neceflary  preparations  could  be 
made,  he  gave  orders  to  carry  into 
effetft  the  plan  which  he  had  formed 
in  the  morning,  the  execution  of 
which  had  been  interrupted  by  the 
fudden  onfet  of  the  enemy.  At 
two  in  the  afternoon,  the  French 
centre  advanced  between  Lings  and 
Hobine,  while  their  right  moved 
on  Litzenheirri,  in  the  di region  of 
the  ICintzig,  and  their  left  on  Frey- 
ftett,  towards  the  valley  of  the 
Renchen. 

Convinced  that  he  had  no  chance 
bf  making  a  ftand  again!!  fuch  an 
overpowering  force,  Starray  had 
already  begun  his  retreat  He  was 
unfortunately  too  late.  Near 
Lings,  the  regiment  of  Dalton, 
which  formed  a  part  of  his  rear, 
was  overtaken  by  the  republicans, 
who  charged  it  with  fuch  impe- 
tuofity  that  it  was  broken,  and  the 
whole  of  it  was  either  killed  or 
taken  prifonerv  This  difafter 
completely  difpirited  the  Imperial- 

^  their  retreat  degenerated  into 

a  rout,  during  which  they  were 
feverely  puttied,  and  fuftained  a 
heavy  lofs  in  men,  artillery,  and 
baggage.  It  was  in  vain  that 
Major-general  O’Reilly  ttrove  to 
Vol.  XXXIX. 
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rally  the  Auftrian  cavalry  ;  his 
troops  were  difperfed,  and  he  him- 
felf  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.  Between  OfFenberg  and 
Gengenbach  the  night  put  a  flop, 
on  this  fide,  to  the  progrcfs  of  the 
republican  centre,  Their  left  took 
poid  at  Freyftett;  having  its  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  on  the  Renchen.  In 
the  mean  time,  their  right,  under 
Dufour,  had  proceeded  to  ,  Kehl, 
and  fummoned  the  fort,  which  was 
in  a  defencelefs  ftate,  and  guarded 
by  no  more  than  fifty  men.  It 
furrendered  at  the  firft  fummons ; 
and  thus  a  fort  which,  but  a  few* 
months  before,  was  bought  with  the 
lives  of  ten  thoufand  of  the  braveft 
ol  the  Aufirian  foldiers,  how  re¬ 
verted  into  the  hands  of  the  re¬ 
publicans,  without  tlieir  having 
been  at  the  trouble  of  firing  again!? 
it  a  fingle  fhot.  Moreau  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  that  the  bridge  be¬ 
tween  Strafburgh  and  Kehl  fliould 
be  re-eftablifhed. 

The  lofs  of  the  Aufirians  on  this 
unfortunate  day  was  between  three 
and  four  thoufand  pfifoners,  nearly 
as  many  flam  and  wounded,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  baggage  and 
cannon.  What  the  French  fuffered 
they  did  not  difclofe ;  but  the  num¬ 
ber  of  their  killed  certainly  could 
not  be  Iefs>  and  was  probably  more, 
than  that  of  the  Aufirians,  as  dur¬ 
ing  a  confiderable  period  they  were 
expofed  to  a  deftrii&ive  fire  from  a 
fuperior  artillery.  Among  their 
wounded  were  fix  generals ;  a  cir- 
cumfiance  which  affords  reafon  to 
believe  that  their  ranks  were  fieri- 
oufiy  thinned  in  thefe  murderous 
engagements. 

The  ut  mo  ft  expedition  being,  on 
this  oecafion,  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary,  Moreau  halted  no  longer 
than  was  needful  to  marftial  the 
[2*1  troops 
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troops  under  their  refpeftive  gene- 
rals,  according  to  the  original  ar¬ 
rangement,  fo  that  each  general 
might  be  at  the  head  of  thofe  di- 
vifions  with  which  he  ufualiy  afted. 
The  right  was  deftined  to  advance 
up  the  Rhine  towards  Brifach  and 
Friburg;  while,  ading  in  concert 
with  it,  a  large  divifion  was  to 
proceed  up  the  valley  of  the  Kintzig, 
threaten  to  cut.  off  the  retreat  of 
the  Auftrians  on  the  upper  Rhine, 
and  penetrate  to  the  fources  of  the 
Danube.  The  left  and  centre,  in 
two  columns,  were  to  defcend  the 
valley  of  the  Rhine  towards  Raf¬ 
tadt  ;  detaching  a  body  of  troops 
tofeize  the  pafs  of  the  Kniebis,  and 
take  poll:  in  the. valley  of  the  Murg, 
whence  it  could  either  move  on 
Raftadt,  or  continue  its  march  to 
the  banks  of  the  upper  Necker. 
One  great  objed  with  Moreau  was, 
to  follow  up  fo  vigoroufly  the  re¬ 
mains  of  Starray  ’s  corps  as  to  com¬ 
plete  its  deftrudion  before  General 
Latour  could  arrive  to  its  affi-ftance 
with  the  troops  from  Manheim. 

The  French  army  moved  forward 
on  the  morning  after  the  battle  of 
Dierlheim.  The  right  wing  con¬ 
tinued  its  unrefifted  march  from 
Kehl  to  Cappel  and  Ettenheim; 
while  Davouft  afcended  the  Kintzig 
to  Biberach  with  equal  eafe,  and 
would  have  taken  prifoners  a  divi- 
lion  of  huffars,  had  it  not  been  faved 
by  the  unexpeded  appearance  of 
an  Auftrian  column  which  was  mak¬ 
ing  its  efcape  by  this  road’.  The 
centre  and  left  of  the  Republicans 
purfued  their  courfe  with  fcarcely 
lefs  facility ;  the  former  driving 
before  it  two  fmall  bodies  of  Auf- 
fcrians  from  Zimmern  and  Nider 
Acheren,  the  latter  forcing  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Renchen,  which  wras  but 
weakly  defended.  At  night  the 


Republicans  occupied  a  line,  which’ 
extended  from  Ettenheim,  by  Lohr, 
Gengenbach,  Overkircb,  and  Nider 
Acheren,  as  far  as  Lichtenau.  They 
had  the  power  of  pufhing  on  in 
whatever  diredion  they  thought 
proper,  and  their  communication 
with  Strafburgh  was  open  and  le- 
cure. 

There  was  only  one  Auftrian 
general,  in  this  quarter,  who  was 
at  all  in  a  condition  to  make  head 
againft  the  French  ;  and  it  may  be' 
doubted  whether  he  was  ftrong 
'enough  to  fufpend,  or  even  ferioufly 
obftrud  their  progrefs.  This  was 
General  Latour.  As  foon  as  the 
Republican  irruption  into  Germany 
was  known  to  him,  he  haftiiy  col- 
leded  all  the  difpofable  troops  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Manheim, 
confifting  of  fifteen  thoufand  in¬ 
fantry,  and  three  thoufand  horfe, 
and  began  his  march  to  Raftadt. 
Near  that  town,  or  near  Ettlingen, 
he  hoped  to  join  the  fhattered  army 
of  Starray,  and  thus  be  fufticiently 
reinforced  to  give  battle  to  the 
enemy.  Moreau,  on  his  fide,  was 
apprifed  of  his  antagonift’s  defign, 
and  was  prepared  to  anticipate  it. 
But,  while  each  party  was  thus 
making  ready  for  a  decifive  con- 
teft,  the  effufion  of  blood  was  hap¬ 
pily  prevented,  by  the  arrival  of  a 
courier,  on  the  23d  of  April,  who 
brought  the  welcome  intelligence 
that  the  preliminaries  of  peace  had 
been  ftgned  at  Leoben. 

Thofe  preliminaries  were,  of 
courfe,  the  refult  of  the  conferences 
which  took  place  after  the  ftgning 
of  the  arrniftice  between  Buona¬ 
parte  and  the  Archduke  Charles.- 
The  French  leader  was  deftrous  that 
the  negotiation  lhould  be  conducted 
by  General  Clarke,  who  was  then 
at  Turin,  and  ft  ill  retained  the  full 
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powers  which  were  given  to  him 
by  the  Diredory,  towards  the  clofe 
:of  the  preceding  year*  From  fome 
unexplained  caufe,  however,  ten 
days  elapfed  without  the  Republi¬ 
can  plenipotentiary  having  made 
his  appearance,  and  cOnfequently 
the  whole  weight  and  refponfibility 
of  treating  with  the  Auftrian  envoys 
devolved  upon  Buonaparte.  This 
arduous  talk  it  muft  be  owned  that 
he  performed  with  no  mean  degree 
of  diplomatic  Ikilb 

At  the  outfet  of  the  conferences 
he  feems  to  have  thought  it  politic 
to  talk  in  lofty  language  to  the 
Auftrian  generals,  Bellegarde  and 
Meerveldt.  The  ceffion  of  the 
German  territory  as  far  as  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine  muft,  he  told 
them,  be  confidered  as  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  ftep  to  any  negotiation  for 
peace.  Without  noticing  this  de¬ 
mand,  they,  in  their  turn*  defired 
to  know  what  was  intended  to  be 
done  with  refped  to  Italy*  To 
this  queftion  he  declined  giving  an 
anfwer.  His  refufal  to  explain, 
drew  from  them  a  pointed  remark, 
that,  if  the  emperor  was  to  be  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  facrifice  every  thing,  he 
would  prefer  quitting  Vienna,  and 
flaking  every  thing  upon  the  chance 
of  war.  To  this  decifive  declara¬ 
tion  Buonaparte  adroitly  replied, 
that  the  circumftance  of  his  having 
fpoken  out  definitely  as  to  the  li¬ 
mits  on  the  Rhine,  while  he  avoid¬ 
ed  fpeaking  as  to  thofe  on  the  Ita¬ 
lian  frontier*  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  proof  that  he  meant  to 
leave  open  to  difcuftion  the  latter 
effential  article. 

In  his  difpatch  to  the  Directory* 
bn  this  occafion,  Buonaparte  re¬ 
commended  the  conclufion  of  peace 
upon  reafonable  terms.  At  this 
moment  he  appears  to  have  hoped, 


that  an  extenfion  of  the  Republican 
limits  to  the  Rhine  would  be  rea¬ 
dily  granted.  He  did  not  conceal 
from  the  French  government  the 
delicacy  of  his  military  polition  ; 
but  frankly  owned  that  the  failure 
of  the  negotiation  would  embarrafs 
him  much,  and  that  afterhaving,  if 
poflible,  beaten  the  imperial  army, 
and  driven  the  emperor  from  Vi¬ 
enna,  he  fhould,  unlefs  feconded  by 
the  armies  on  the  Rhine,  be  under 
the  neceflity  of  falling  back  uport 
Italy. 

The  full  po#ers  of  the  emperof 
io  his  plenipotentiaries  arrived  at 
Leoben  on  the  night  of  the  12th 
of  April,  and  were  communicated 
to  the  French  general  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning.  The  negotiators 
chofen  by  his  imperial  Majefty 
were  general  Meerveldt  and  the 
Marquis  de  Gallo,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  the  Neapolitan  ambaf- 
fador  at  Vienna.  To  the  admif- 
fion  of  the  Marquis  as  a  party 
Buonaparte  at  firft  dbjeded ;  ori 
the  ground  that  his  quality  of  am- 
baffador  from  a  friendly  power  was 
incompatible  with  that  of  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  from  a  hoftile  one.  Rea- 
fons  of  policy*  however,  induced 
him  to  defift  from  his  opposition „ 
To  continue  obftinate  on  this  point 
Would,  he  told  the  Diredory,  be 
productive  of  great  delay ;  the 
Marquis,  too,  poffeffed  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  emperor;  and 
befides,  which  was,  perhaps,  a  more 
important  objed  with  Buonaparte* 
in  cafe  the  treaty  fhould  be  broken 
off,  the  circumftance  of  the  Neapo¬ 
litan  minifter  having  been  employ¬ 
ed  might  be  made  a  means  of  excit¬ 
ing  difcontent  againft  the  imperial 
court,  the  Auflrians  and  Hunga¬ 
rians  being  exceedingly  indignant 
to  fee  a  foreigner  taking  the  le^d 
[Z  2]  m 
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in  an  affair  of  fuch  high  impor¬ 
tance. 

Previoufly  to  entering  on  the 
main  bufinefs,  it  was  neceffary  to 
fettle  a  few  minor  points,  and  one 
or  two  of  thefe  gave  rife  to  fome 
difcuflion.  A  reciprocal  promife 
of  fecrecy  was  the  fir  ft  thing  that 
was  propofed.  This,  however, 
could  not  be  reduced  into  writing  ; 
the  Imperial  envoys  inftfting  upon 
the  name  of  the  emperor  being  in- 
ferted  before  that  of  the  republic, 
a  conceflion  which  Buonaparte  pe¬ 
remptorily  refufed  to  grant. 

The  formal  acknowledgment  of 

O 

the  new  order  of  things  in  France 
was  the  next  topic  of  debate.  On  this 
head  the  French  general  haughtily 
told  them,  that  the  republic  cared 
nothing  about  being  acknowledged. 

“  The  French  Republic,”  added 
he*  “  is  in  Europe  that  which  the 
fun  is  above  the  horizon  :  fo  much 
the  worfe  for  thofe  who  will  not 
lee  it  and  profit  by  it.”  The  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries,  not  withftanding  this 
rebuff,  declared  that,  even  {hould 
the  negotiation  be  unfuccefsful,  the 
emperor  was  willing  to  make  the 
propofed  acknowledgment,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  the  republic  (hould  pre- 
ferve  towards  him  the  fame  eti¬ 
quette  that  had  been  obferved  by 
the  kings  of  France.  To  this 
Buonaparte  readily  replied,  t(  as 
we  are  exceedingly  indifferent  about 
every  thing  that  relates  to  eti¬ 
quette,  it  is  probable  that  we  (hall 
not  be  averfe  from  confenting  to 
that  article.” 

In  the  fame  fpirit  he  treated  a 
requeft,  certainly  one  which  excites 
a  fmile,  that  a  fpot  of  ground,  to 
continue  the  conferences  on,  might 
be  made  neutral  territory.  <f  A 
garden,”  faid  he,  “  in  the  middle 
of  which  is  a  pavilion,  has  been 


declared  neutral;  a  farce  which  t 
had  no  objection  to  join  in  play* 
ing,  that  I  might  humour  the  peu- 
rile  vanity  of  thefe  gentlemen. 
This  pretended  neutral  point  is  fur- 
rounded  on  all  fides  by  the  French 
army,  and  is  in  the  midft  of  the 
bivouacs  of  our  divifions.  The 
thing  would  have  been  very  juft 
and  very  proper,  had  the  fpot 
chofen  lain  between  the  two  ar¬ 
mies.”  Leoben  was  the  fpot  thus 
happily  exempted  from  hoftile 
tread. 

The  ceflion  of  the  Netherlands* 

and  of  the  diftridts  united  to  France 

by  the  decrees  of  the  convention, 

feems  to  have  been  eafily  agreed  to 

by  the  Auftrian  plenipotentiaries* 

They,  however,  demanded  a  com- 

penfation  for  this  facrifice,  and  they 

declared  that  his  Imperial  Majefty 

would  not  accept  of  any  which 

(hould  be  fituated  within  the  limits 

of  Germany.  The  reftitution  of 
* 

the  Milanefe,  and  the  ceflion  of  a 
part  of  the  Venetian  dates,  or  of 
■the  Roman  legations,  are  faid  to 
have  been  the  terms  on  which  they 
offered  to  fign  immediately  the  pre¬ 
liminaries  of  peace.  Little  can  be 
faid  in  defence  of  their  rcadinefs  to 
accept  the  provinces  recently  w reli¬ 
ed  from  the  Pope,  that  very  fove- 
reign  whom  Auftria  had  ftimulated 
to  refiftance  ;  and  ftill  lefs  can  be 
faid  in  behalf  of  the  wifh  to  dif- 
member  Venice,  againft  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  which  the  chief  accufation 
urged  by  France  was,  that  it  was 
too  warmly  attached  to  the  Impe¬ 
rial  caufe.  If  it  may  be  pleaded 
that  the  Roman  provinces  were  al¬ 
ready  made  over  to  the  Republic, 
and  might,  therefore,  be  legiti¬ 
mately  accepted  ;  what  plea  can  bo 
put  in  to  juftify,  or  even  to  pal¬ 
liate,  the  defire  of  robbing  a  go¬ 
vernment 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


wternmerit  againft  which  France  had 
not  yet  declared  war,  nor  could  do 
fo  on  any  other  pretext  than  that 
it  was  the  friend  of  Auftria  ? 

Thefe  conditions  Buonaparte  was 
not  difpofed  to  grant.  Not  that  he 
felt  any  repugnance  to  the  fpolia- 
tion  ol  Venice,  on  which  he  had 
already  determined.  Inftead  of 
that  which  was  afked,  he  offered  to 
reftore  tfye  Milanefe  and  Lombardy, 
thus  manifefting  his  willingnefs  to 
abandon  thofe  who  had  been  prompt¬ 
ed  to  declare  again!?  Auftria,  and 
to  afpire  to  independence.  This 
propofal  was  as  unfadsfadory  to 
the  Imperial  envoys  as  theirs  was 
to  him. 

It  was  at  length  agreed,  that 
three  projeds  of  a  treaty  fhould  be 
fent  to  Vienna,  by  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  courier,  for  the  conlideration 
of  the  Auftrian  cabinet.  The  firft 
of  thefe  confifted  of  the  fix  follow¬ 
ing  articles.  “  i.  The  ceftion  of 
Belgium ;  the  conftitutional  limits 
of  France.  2,  On  the  conclufion 
of  peace  with  the  empire  every 
thing  (hall  be  fettled  refpeding  the 
country  which  is  occupied  by 
France  as  far  as  tfye  Rhine.  3, 
1  he  two  powers  (hall,  in  concert, 
make  arrangements  to  give  to  the 
Emperor  all  that  part  of  the  Ve¬ 
netian  territory  which  is  fituated 
between  the  Mincio,  the  Po,  and 
the  Auftrian  ftates.  4.  That  part 
of  the  Brefcian  which  is  comprifed 
between  the  Oglio  and  the  Mincio 
fhall  be  given  to  the  Duke  of  Mo¬ 
dena.  5.  The  Bergamafco,  and 
all  that  part  of  the  Venetian  do¬ 
minions  which  lies  between  the 
Oglio  and  the  Milanefe,  together 
with  the  Milanefe,  fhall  form  a 
Republic  ;  Modena,  Bologna,  Fer¬ 
rara,  and  Romagna,  fhall  alfo  form 
a  Republic.  6.  The  city  of  Venice 
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and  the  Archipelago  fhall  continue 
independent.*' 

Of  the  fecond  projed  the  tvVo 
opening  articles  were  the  fame  as 
thofe  of  the  firft.  The  third  ar¬ 
ticle,  the  only  remaining  one,  fti- 
pulated  the  evacuation  of  the  Mi¬ 
lanefe  and  of  Lombardy.  This  was 
the  fcheme  that  had  already  been 
rejeded  by  the  Imperial  envoys. 

The  third  projed  was,  in  its  firft 
two  articles,  the  fame  as  the  others. 
The  third  article  called  upon  his 
Imperial  Majefty  to  renounce  all 
his  claims  upon  the  Milanefe  and 
Lombardy  j  in  return  for  which, 
the  fourth  article  promifed  that 
France  would  engage  to  give  him 
compenfations  proportioned  to  the 
Milanefe  and  the  duchy  of  Mo¬ 
dena,  which  ftiould  be  theobjedof 
a  negotiation,  and  of  which  he 
fhould  be  put  in  poffefiion  within 
the  term,  at  the  lateft,  of  three 
months.  It  is  manifeft  'hat  a  pro¬ 
jed  of  this  kind,  which  held  out 
nothing  definite,  was  not  likely  to 
meet  with  acceptance. 

When,  on  the  16th  of  April, 
Buonaparte  acquainted  the  Diredory 
with  the  progrefs  thus  far  of  the 
conferences,  he  alfo  informed  it, 
that  fhould  all  thefe  propofais  be 
rejeded  at  Vienna,  it  was  his  in¬ 
tention  to  make  an  offer  of  an 
armi-ftice  for  three  months,  which 
fhould  include  the  armies  on  the 
Rhine  as  well  as  thofe  on  the  Ita¬ 
lian  frontier.  During  this  paufe 
from  war,  the  negotiations  might, 
perhaps,  be  brought  to  a  happy 
ilTue  •  or,  if  they  were  not,  the 
army  of  Italy  might  be  reinforced 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  compel  the 
emperor  to  be  contented  with,  ftill 
harder  terms  than  thofe  which  he 
had  refilled.  In  cafe  of  even  k 
prolongation  of  the  armiftice  being 
[Z3]  denied* 
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denied,  he  intended  to  fight ;  but 
it  was  plain  that  he  had  little  or 
no  profped  of  an  advantageous  re- 
fult.  He  indeed  hoped,  faintly- 
hoped,  that  the  army  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe  might  be  now  on  its 
march  to  the  Rednitz,  and  might 
be  able  t©  ftrike  important  blows, 
and  advance  to  that  river,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  week  from  the  period 
at  which  he  wrote.  We  have, 
however,  feen  that  the  army  of 
Jdoche  did  not  move  till  the  18  th 
of  April,  nor  that  of  Moreau  till 
the  20th  ;  and  it  was,  therefore, 
impracticable  for  them  to  reach  the 
Rednitz  and  the  Lech  in  time  to 
accomplifh  a  diverfion  in  his  fa¬ 
vour.  How  completely  unfupport- 
ed  he  was,  he  could  not  at  that 
moment  know,  but  he  knew  enough 
to  excite  his  anger,  to  which  he 
gave  vent  in  hurried  and  indignant 
language.  \(  The  beft  generals  and 
the  belt  troops/ 51  faid  he,  ((  are 
here  arrayed  againft  me.  When 
there  is  good  will  to  open  the  cam¬ 
paign,  there  is  no  obftacle  which 
can  prevent  it  from  being  done; 
and  never,  fince  military  operations 
have  been  recorded  in  hiftory,  has  a 
river  proved  a  real  obftacle.  If 
Moreau  wilhes  to  pafs  the  Rhine, 
he  will  pafs  it,  and  if  he  had  al¬ 
ready  palled  it,  we  fhould  now  be 
in  a  fituation  which  would  enable 
us  imperiously  to  didate,  and  with- 
out  running  any  rifle,  the  conditions 
of  peace.  Rut,  whoever  fears  to  lofe 
his  glory  is  {ure  of  lofing  it.  I 
have  crofted  the  Julian  and  the 
Noric  Alps  over  three  feet  of  ice; 
I  have  conveyed  my  artillery 
through  roads  which  a  cart  had 
Bever  travelled,  and  every  body 
believed  the  thing  to  be  impoftible. 
If  I  had  confulted  only  the  eafe  of 
the  army,  and  my  own  private  in- 


tereft,  I  Ihould  have  halted  beyond 
the  Ifonzo.  I  precipitated  myfelf 
into  Germany,  to  extricate  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  the  Rhine,  and  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  undertaking  offen- 
ftve  operations  in  that  quarter.  I 
am  at  the  gates  of  V  ienna,  and 
that  infolent  and  haughty  court  has 
its  plenipotentiary  at  my  head 
quarters.  The  armies  of  the  Rhine 
can  have  no  blood  in  their  veins  \ 
If  they  leave  me  to  ftand  alone, 
then  1  fhall  return  to  Italy.  All 
Europe  will  judge  the  different 
condud  of  the  two  armies.  They 
will  ere  long  have  upon  them  all 
the  forces  of  the  emperor  ;  they  will 
be  overwhelmed  by  thofe  forces; 
and  the  fault  will  be  their  own.” 

Either  the  fears,  however,  or 
the  policy  of  the  Auftrian  cabinet, 
but  more  probably  the  latter,  pre¬ 
vented  it  from  continuing  its  appeal 
to  thefword.  It  probably  thought 
that  the  lofs  of  the  Netherlands,  a 
diftant  and  always  precarious  pof- 
feftion,  and  of  its  Lombard  pro¬ 
vinces,  would  be  adequately  com- 
penfated  for  by  the  acquifition  of  a 
territory  which  would  give  round¬ 
offs  and  compadnefs  to  the  Auftrian 
dominions ;  and  it  perhaps  alfo 
looked  forward  to  the  moment 
when,  France  having  no  longer  an 
army  in  Italy,  it  might  recover 
the  rich  territory  which  it  now  re-< 
figned.  Be  this  as  it  may,  on  the 
arrival  from  Vienna  of  M.  de  Vin¬ 
cent,  his  Imperial  Majefty’s  aid- 
de-camp,  the  negotiations  were  re¬ 
fumed  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  two 
days  they  were  brought  to  a  fa¬ 
vourable  clofe.  The  preliminaries 
were  figned  at  Leoben,  on  the  18th 
of  April. 

The  difpatch  in  which  Buona¬ 
parte  announced  to  the  Diredory 
this  important  event,  is  worthy  of 

notice^ 
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snot  ice,  not  only  as  containing  an 
expofition  of  his  motives,  of  the 
relative  Htuation  of  the  contending 
powers,  and  of  the  advantages  to 
be  drawn  from  the  peace,  but  alfo 
as  difplaying  much  of  that  fpirit 
of  univerfal  fubverfion  and  conqueH 
which  fo  fearfully  and  unfortunate¬ 
ly  diHinguifhed  his  fubfequent 
life. 

u  All  that  which,  by  the  laws 
of  the  convention,  has  been  formed 
into  departments,  remains  in  the 
pofieffion  of  the  republic. 

u  The  Lombard  Republic  is  not 
only  confirmed,  but  likewife  aug¬ 
mented  by  the  whole  of  the  Berga- 
mafco  and  the  Cremafco,  which  are 
at  this  moment  united  to  it  by  the 
infurreftion  of  thofe  two  countries. 
That  part  of  the  Mantuan  which  is 
©n  the  right  bank  of  the  Gglio  and 
thePo  is  equally  incorporated  with 
it;  the  duchy  of  Modena  and  of 
Reggio,  which,  by  the  principality 
of  Maifa  and  Carrara  touches  on 
the  Mediterranean,  and  by  the 
part  of  the  Mantuan  touches  on 
the  Po  and  the  Milanefe,  is  alfo 
comprifed.  We  fnall,  therefore, 
have  in  the  heart  of  Italy  a  Re¬ 
public,  with  which  we  can  commu¬ 
nicate  by  the  Genoefe  Hates  and  the 
fiea  ;  and  in  all  future  wars  in  Italy 
this  will  give  us  an  allured  com¬ 
munication.  The  king  of  Sardinia 
will,  henceforth,  be  entirely  at  our 
difpofal . 

The  fortrefs  of  Pizzighttone,  and 
the  towns  of  Bergamo  and  Creina, 
the  works  of  which  will  be  reHored, 
will  fecure  the  new  Republic  from 
the  incurfions  of  the  emperor,  and 
always  give  us  time  to  come  to  its 
affifiance.  On  the  fide  of  Modena, 
there  are  alfo  feveral  pofitions 
which  may  as  eafily  be  fortified ; 
for  whjch  purpofe  we  can  employ  a 
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portion  of  the  immenfe  artillery 
which  we  now  have  in  Italy. 

As  to  the  renunciation  of  our 
rights  on  the  provinces  of  Bologna, 
Ferrara  and  Romagna,  in  exchange 
for  the  Venetian  Hates,  they  re¬ 
main  Hill  in  our  power.  Should 
we  and  the  emperor  in  concert  Hue- 
eeed  in  making  the  fenate  confeiat 
to  this  exchange,  it  is  evident  that 
the  republic  of  Venice  will  find  it- 
felf  under  the  influence  of  the  Lom¬ 
bard  republic,  and  at  our  command. 
If  the  exchange  be  not  effefted, 
and  the  emperor  enter  into  poflef- 
fion  of  a  part  of  the  Hates  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  without  the  fenate  confenting 
to  accept  of  a  compenfation  which 
is  unfuitable  and  infufficient,  the 
three  legations  will  remain  in  our 
hands,  and  we  may  unite  Bologna 
and  Ferrara  with  the  Lombard  re¬ 
public.  The  government  of  Ve¬ 
nice  is  the  moil  abfurd  and  tyran¬ 
nical  of  all  governments  :  befides 
it  is  paH  all  doubt,  that  it  -withed 
to  take  advantage  of  the  moment 
when  we  were  in  the  heart  of 
Germany,  to  raife  its  poignards 
again!!  us.  Our  republic  has  no 
bitterer  enemy.  Its  influence  is 
confiderably  diminifhed,  and  this  is 
entirely  to  our  advantage :  this 
likewife  binds  the  emperor  and 
France  together,  and  will  oblige 
that  prince,  for  fome  time  after  the 
conclufion  of  peace,  to  aft  in  that 
manner  which  is  moH  agreeable  to 
us.  This  common  intereH  which 
we  have  with  the  emperor  reHores 
the  balance  to  our  hands.  By  this 
means  we  are  placed  between  Prufiia 
and  the  houfeof  AuHria,  with  both 
of  which  we  have  important  af¬ 
fairs  to  fettle. 

Befides,  we  ought  not  to  conceal 
from  ourfelves  that,  though  our 
•military  Htuation  is  a  brilliant  one, 
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we  have  not  dictated  the  condi¬ 
tions.  The  court  had  left  Vienna  ; 
Prince  Charles  and  his  army  fell 
back  on  that  of  the  Rhine ;  the 
people  of  Hungary  and  all  parts  of 
the  hereditary  ftates  were  rifing  in 
tnafs  ;  and,  even  at  this  moment, 
the  head  of  their  force  is  already 
upon  my  flanks.  The  Rhine  was 
not  palled  ;  the  emperor  waited  hut 
for  that,  to  quit  Vienna,  and  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army. 
If  they  had  committed  the  folly  of 
waiting  for  me,  l  fhould  have, 
beaten  them  ;  but  they  would  have 
continued  falling  back  before  us, 
would  have  joined  a  part  of  their 
troops  from  the  Rhine,  and  would 
have  overpowered  me.  A  retreat 
would  then  have  become  difficult, 
and  the  lpfs  of  the  army  of  Italy 
might  have  cauffid  the  ruin  of 
the  republic.  J  was,  therefore, 
xefolved  to  try  to  impofe  a  con¬ 
tribution  on  the  fuburbs  of  Vi¬ 
enna,  and  not  to  ftir  a  Angle  ftep 
further.  I  have  not  more  than 
four  thoufand  cavalry,  and  inftead 
of  forty  thoufand  men,  which  I 
alked  of  you,  not  twenty  thoufand 
liave  arrived. 

If,  at  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  I  had  been  obftinately  bent 
upon  marching  to  Turin,  I  fhould. 
never  have  palled  the  Po  ;  if  I  had 
been  obftinately  bent  upon  advanc¬ 
ing  to  Rome,  I  fhould  have  loft 
Milan  |  if  I  had  been  obftinately 
bent  on  penetrating  to  Vienna, 
perhaps  I  fhould  have  loft  the  re¬ 
public.  The  true  plan  of  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  deftroy  the  emperor  was 
that  which  I  formed,  but  with  fix 
thoufand  cavalry  and  twenty  thou¬ 
fand  more  infantry  :  or,  even  if, 
with  the  forces  which  I  had,  the 
Rhine  had  been  crofted  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  crofted  the  Taglia- 
uiento,  as  I  believed  that  it  would 


be,  fince  two  fucceftive  couriers, 
brought  me  orders  to  open  the 
campaign. 

The  inftant  I  perceived  that 
the  negotiation  was  ferioufly  en¬ 
tered  into.  I  fent  a  meffenger  to 
General  Clarke,  who,  fpecially 
charged  with  your  inftrudions  on 
fuch  an  effential  object,  would  have 
conducted  the  bufinefs  better  than  I 
could  j  but  when,  after  a  lapfe  of 
ten  days,  I  found  that  he  did  not 
arrive,  and  that  the  favourable  mo¬ 
ment  was  beginning  to  go  by,  I 
difcarded  all  fcruples,  and  ftgned 
the  treaty.  You  have  entrufted, 
me  with  full  power  over  all  diplo¬ 
matic  operations ;  and,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  this,  in  the  exifting  fltua- 
tion  of  affairs,  the  preliminaries  of 
peace,  even  with  the  emperor,  were, 
become  a  military  operation.  This 
will  be  a  monument  of  the  glory 
of  the  French  republic,  and  an  in¬ 
fallible  prefage  that,  if  it  will 
ftrongly  organise  its  armies,  and 
efpecially  the  cavalry,  it  may,  in 
the  courfe  of  two  campaigns,  re¬ 
duce  to  fubjeflion  all  the  continent, 
of  Europe/* 

The  preliminary  articles  were 
not  publiftied  by  either  of  the  par^ 
ties.  The  tenor  of  a  part  of  them 
may,  however,  be  gathered  from 
the  preceding  letter,  and  from  fome 
fcattered  expreflion  and  allufions  in 
the  difpatches  of  Buonaparte  and 
the  French  government.  The 
Venetian  ftates  Atuated  on  the 
Adriatic  were  to  be  given  to  the 
emperor,  as  a  compenfation  for  his 
Ioffes  ;  with  the  exception  of  the 
Dogado  and  the  whole  or  fome 
part  of  the  Trevifan,  which  appear 
to  have  been  refer ved.  The  three 
legations  were,  as  we  have  feen,  to 
be  offered  to  the  Venetian  govern¬ 
ment,  in  return  for  the  valuable 
provinces  of  which  it  was  depriv¬ 
ed. 
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ed.  The  holding  of  a  congrefs  at 
Berne,  for  thi  edablifhment  of 
peace,  was  alfo  one  of  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  treaty,  and  was  one  of 
thofe  which  were  leaffc  acceptable 
to  the  Diredory.  On  the  part  of 
the  emperor  it  was  vaunted  as  an 
aft  of  generofity,  that  he  had  di- 
pulated  for  the  integrity  of  the 
Germanic  empire  ;  yet,  modified  as 
it  was  by  a  confent  that  France 
fhould  retain  the  bifhopricks  of 
Liege  and  Bafil,  and  all  that  fne 
had  united  by  her  decrees,  this 
boaded  flipulation  was,  in  faft, 
little  more  than  an  illufory  form  of 
words,  which  was  merely  intended 
to  anfwer  a  political  purpofe.  It 
was  buying  golden  opinions  at  a 
cheap  rate,  or,  more  correftly  fpeak- 
ing,  with  a  counterfeit  coin. 

Having  thus  brought  his  mili¬ 
tary  and  diplomatic  proceedings  to 
a  happy  iffue,  Buonaparte,  who  at 
leaft  fufpefted  that  fome  of  the 
members  of  the  French  govern, 
ment  looked  on  him  with  a  jealous 
eye,  either  really  felt,  or  artfully 
affefted  to  feel,  an  earned  defire  to 
be  recalled  from  the  feene  of  his 
triumphs.  “  Calumny, **■  faid  he, 
wiH  drive  in  vain  to  attribute  to 
me  perfidious  intentions.  My  civil 


career  will  be,  as  my  military  ca¬ 
reer  has  been,  fimple  and  uniform. 
Neverthelefs,  you  muff  feel  that  I 
ought  to  leave  Italy;  and  I  urT 
gently  requeft  you  to  fend,  along 
with  the  ratification  of  the  preli¬ 
minaries,  indruftions  relative  to 
the  fird  deps  to  be  taken  with  re- 
fpeft  to  Italian  affairs,  and  alfo  a 
permidion  for  me  to  return  to 
France.** 

The  Direftory,  howe  ver,  did 
not  think  proper  to  take  him  at  his 
word.  He  was  told,  in  anfwer, 
with  many  compliments  to  his  pa^ 
triotifm  and  talents,  that  his  pre¬ 
fence  was  dill  neceffary  in  Italy, 
to  confolidate  the  new  order  of 
things  which  he  had  created ;  he 
alone  being  the  mod  intereded  in, 
and  the  mod  capable  of  perform¬ 
ing,  that  important  fervice.  Ano-i 
ther  powerful  motive  was  alfo 
pointed  out,  for  prolonging  his 
day  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
Meafures  mud  be  adopted  againd 
the  Venetian  go\ernment,  and  of 
what  kind  they  fhould  be,  fo  that 
they  were  hodile,  was  left  entirely 
to  his  own  diferetion.  What  thofe 
meafures  were,  will  be  diown  in  the 
fucceeding  chapters,. 


CHAP.  XVII, 

Declining  State  of  Venice  for  a  long  Period.  The  Venetian  Government 
refnfes  to  join  the  Coalition  against  France.  It  recognizes  the  French  Re- 
public  at  the  Moment  of  its  Eftablifhment. .  Efforts  of  Pefaro  to  induce  ip 
to  put  its  re rrit cries  in  a  State  of  Defence.  They  are  momentarily  fucce/ft 
Juy  but  are  Joon  rendered  abortive.  The  Venetian  Government  receives  'a, 
french  Ambafftador.  Averted  Deftgns  of  France  againft  Venice  at  this 
I  t  nod.  A  Venetian  Envoy  appointed  to  reftde  at  Bafil.  He  furnilhes 
Intelligence  to  the  Government  reffe  Sting  the  Feelings  of  the  French  towards, 
re  nice.  Anger  of  the  French  at  the  Reftdence  of  Lewis  XVIIIth  at 
Verona.  The  Venetians  fend  an  Ambafftador  to  Paris.  Addrefs  of  the 
i  reft  dent  of  the  National  Convention  to  M .  Qjierini ,  the  Ambafftador , 
Entrance  of  Buonaparte  into  the  Venetian  States,  Jfuitical  Inftruaions 
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given  to  him  hy  the  Diredory .  Lewis  the  Eighteenth  is  fent  away  from 
Verona.  Proclamation  of  Buonaparte  on  entering  the  Venetian  Territory. 
The  Directory  injlruds  Buonaparte  to  ra'ife  a  Loan  from  Venice ,  and  to 
lay  Verona  under  Contribution,  Strange  Language  of  Buonaparte  with 
refped  to  Verona.  A  Pretext  made  for  quarrelling  with  the  Venetians, 
in  Conjequence  of  Beaulieu  having  feized  on  Pefchiera .  Infolent  Con  dud 
of  Buonaparte  to  the  Proveditor.  Buonaparte’ s  own  Account ,  acquitting 
the  V enetian  Government  as  to  the  Seizure  of  Pefchiera .  The  Diredory , 
hove  ever,  make  the feizure  of  Pefchiera  a  Reafon  for  infjling  on  certain 
Demands .  Buonaparte  thinks  it  more  prudent  to  delay  for  the  p ref ent  bring - 
ing  thofe  Demands  forward.  His  Account  of  his  Con  dud.  His  D  if  ike  of 
the  Venetian  Government.  Inceffant  Requi/i tions  made  upon  the  Venetians. 
Enormous  Amount  of  the  Sums  thus  obtained.  Barbarous  Condud  of  the 
French  towards  the  Venetians,  Speeifc  Charges  of  Cruelty  brought 
against  them.  Proof,  afforded  by  their  Officers,  of  the  licentious  State  of 
the  French  Soldiery .  InJ'ults  offered  to  the  Venetian  Infgnia.  Ihe  Vene¬ 
tian  Fortreffies  feized  by  the  French.  Sclavonian  Troops  expelled from  Ve¬ 
rona.  Speech  of  Buonaparte.  The  Venetians  arm  to  defend  the  Capital, 
and  appoint  an  extraordinary  Proveditor  to  refide  at  Brefcia.  Difrefs  of 
the  Venetian  Finances.  Angry  Remonf  ranees  of  the  French  Envoy  re¬ 
flecting  the  Venetian  Preparations.  Humble  Reply  of  the  Senate.  Be- 
faro  appointed  as  Deputy  to  confer  with  the  French  Envoy .  Conference , 

in  which  Pefaro  vindicates  his  Goverment ,  and  expreffes  its  Fears.  M. 
Lallejnant  bears  Tefimony  to  the  pacific  Intentions  of  the  Venetian  Go¬ 
vernment.  Plan  of  the  Diredory  for  an  Alliance  between  France ,  Spain , 
Turkey,  and  Venice.  It  is  rejeded  hy  the  Senate.  Alliance  of  Fruffia 
offered.  Conduct  of  the  French  during  the  remainder  of  the  Year  iq 96. 
Arrogance  of  Buonaparte.  Seizure  of  the  Cajlle  of  Bergamo. 


THE  viftim  which  was  facri- 
ficed  to  feal  the  peace  be¬ 
tween  France  and  the  emperor  was 
the  republic  of  Venice.  That  re¬ 
public,  the  rulers  of  which  could 
once  with  juftice  affume  the  proud 
title  of  u  lords  of  one  fourth  and 
a  half  of  the  Roman  empire,’5 
and  could  alfo  claim  for  their 
country  the  ftill  prouder  honour 
of  being  one  of  the  bulwarks  of 
Chriftendom,  had  long  lince  de¬ 
clined  from  her  ancient  glory  ;  the 
war  which  ended  in  the  treaty  of 
Carlowitz,  faw  the  gaining  of  her 
laft  trophies  from  her  old  enemy 
the  Ottoman  ;  and,  fince  the  dis¬ 
advantageous  peace  of  Paffarowitz, 
f)}e  had  been  funk,  for  more  than 


three-fourths  of  a  century,  into  a 
ftate  of  languor  and  inatftion,  in¬ 
terrupted  only  by  a  momentary 
though  fpirited  exertion  againft 
the  Tunilian  pirates.  Amidft  the 
contefts  which  fo  often  defolated 
Italy,  Venice  preferved  a  ftridi 
neutrality,  and,  by  her  neglect  of 
her  army  and  her  fortreftes,  feemed 
to  abandon,  for  the  future,  all 
pretentions  to  military  renown. 
The  prefumed  wifdom  of  her  go¬ 
vernment  ftill  appeared,  however, 
to  fhed  a  luftre  around  her;  her 
paft  ftruggles  and  triumphs  in  the 
caufe  of  the  European  common¬ 
wealth  were  ftill  remembered  with 
refped,  perhaps  with  gratitude; 
other  powers  had  no  pretext,  nor 

even 
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even  a  wifti,  to  attack  fo  harmiefs 
a  neighbour;  and  Venice  might 
yet  have  continued  to  exift  in  her 
happy  mediocrity,  and  to  believe 
herfelf  to  be  the  miftrefs  of  the 
Adriatic,  had  the  not  been  doomed 
to  deftruftion  by  the  malignant  in¬ 
fluence  of  revolutionary  France. 

In  ftriking  at  the  exiftence  of 
the  republic  of  Venice,  that  of 
France  was  not  only  guilty  of  in? 
juftice,  but  of  ingratitude.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  war, 
the  Venetian  government,  though 
prefled  by  the  emperor  and  the 
kings  of  Sardinia  and  Naples  to 
enter  into  an  alliance  againft  the 
French,  had  fteadily  refufed  to 
liften  to  their  folicitations.  It  re¬ 
cognized  the  depofers  of  Lewis 
the  Eighteenth,  and  received  an 
envoy  from  them,  while  their  gar¬ 
ments  were  yet  dripping  with  the 
blood  of  revolt  and  maflacre.  It 
was  in  vain  that,  after  the  con. 
queft  of  Savoy  and  Nice,  and  the 
attempts  of  the  invaders  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  Piedmont,  Francis  Pe- 
faro  recommended  that  Venice 
Ihould  arm,  and  fhould  garrifon 
her  fortrefles  on  Terra  Firma,  in 
order  to  make  her  neutrality  re- 
fpefted.  The  fenate  rejefted  this 
prudent  counfel,  and  refolved  not 
to  incur  any  expence  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  averting  a  danger  which 
was  fuppofed  to  be  merely  imagi¬ 
nary.  In  the  year  1794,  Pefaro 
made  another  effort,  and  had  a 
tranfient  triumph.  The  fenate  de¬ 
creed  an  armed  neutrality,  and  or¬ 
dered  that  the  artillery  fhould  be 
provided,  the  fortrefles  repaired, 
and  the  troops  held  in  readi. 
nefs  to  repel  any  aggreflion  on  the 
pare  of  the  combined  powers.  The 
Council  ol  the  Wife,  however,  im¬ 
properly  fo  named,  oppofed  this 


meafure,  and  continued  to  throw 
fo  many  obflacles  in  the  way  of  its 
execution^  as  at  length  to  render  it 
abortive,  and  the  Venetian  terri¬ 
tory  was  ft  ill  left,  in  cafe  of  an 
emergency,  with  no  other  protec¬ 
tion  than  what  might  be  afforded 
by  the  juftice  or  the  policy  of  the 
republican  invaders  and  their  im¬ 
perial  enemy. 

In  November,  1794,  the  French 
rulers,  difpatched  M.  Lallemant, 
as  their  ambaflador  to  Venice.  He 
was  received  by  the  Venetian  go¬ 
vernment  with  every  mark  of  dif- 
tinftion.  Yet  even  at  that  mo¬ 
ment,  and  there  feems  but  too 
much  reafon  to  credit  the  charge, 
his  matters  are  faid  to  have  been 
fecretly  intriguing,  to  corrupt  the 
Venetian  functionaries,  to  ftirnu- 
late  the  people  to  revolt,  to  excite 
difeontents  among  the  Grifons,  the 
neighbours  of  the  provinces  of  BreF 
cia  and  Bergamo,  and  to  prevail 
upon  the  Porte  to  take  up  arms, 
and  feize  the  maritime  pofleffions 
of  Venice. 

Foiled  in  his  plan  of  an  armed 
neutrality,  Pefaro  procured  the  ap. 
pointment  of  a  minifter  to  reflde 
at  jjafil,  to  obtain  correct  informa¬ 
tion  refpefting  the  views  of  the 
warring  powers,  and  efpecially  of 
I  ranee.  Rocco  Sanfermo,  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  intelligent  character,  was 
appointed  to  execute  this  million, 
d  he  count  de  Provence,  now  Lewis 
the  Eighteenth,  had  for  fome  time 
found  a  fhelter  at  V  erona,  where 
he  lived  in  retirement  ;  and  this 
aft  of  hofpitality  the  Venetian 
envoy  at  Bafil  difeovered  to  have 
roufed  the  difpleafure  of  the  Com-! 
mit tee  of  Public  Safety.  In  the 
month  of  February,  1795’)  Rocco 
Sanfermo  apprifed  his  government 
of  this,  circumflance,  and  alfo  that 
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the  French  were  offended  that  no 
'Venetian  ambaffador  had  been  fent 
to  refide  at  Paris,  though  a  repub¬ 
lican  envoy  had  been  fent  to  Ve¬ 
nice  ;  and  he  concluded  by  com¬ 
municating  the  ill’ll  more  import¬ 
ant  intelligence,  that  France  had 
determined  to  attack  Italy  with  a 
formidable  armament,  by  land  and 
fea,  and  to  revolutionife  the  whole 
of  that  country. 

The  expulfion  of  a  fallen,  per^ 
feeutcd,  homelefs  individual,  from 
Its  territories,  was  a  degree  of 
bafenefs  to  which,  efpecially  as 
there  was  no  danger  imminent  from 
a.  refufal,  the  Venetian  govern¬ 
ment  could  not  yet  bring  itfelf  to 
fnbmi t.  It,  therefore,  pleaded  in 
lits  behalf ;  urging  the  privacy  of 
his  life,  and  the  moderation  of  his 
condudf,  as  jrrefiftible  reafons 
againff  compelling  him  to  quit  the 
afylum  which  he  had  chofen.  But 
on  the  other  point  it  refolved  to 
give  fatisfaflion,  and  Aloys  Que¬ 
ried  was  accordingly  deputed  to 
proceed  to  Paris  as  the  reprefenta- 
live  of  the  Venetian  republic. 
With  refpedl  to  the  fears  of  inva- 
iion,  it  fuceeeded,  by  that  fort  of 
fophiilry  with  which  men  are  fo 
often  felf-deceived,  in  perfuading 
itfelf  that  they  were  wholly  un¬ 
founded. 

The  reception  of  M.  Querini 
was  undoubtedly  fuch  as  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  diflipate  any  alarm  which 
the  government  of  Venice  might 
fiave  previoufly  felt.  The  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  National  Convention 
y  ,  addreffed  to  him  a  fiat- 
v  P°y  teringharangue,  in  which 
’795-  as  it  WCre  by  anticipa. 
jtion,  and  with  fomething  of  a  pro¬ 
phetic  fpirit,  he  paffed  fentence  on 
the  future  proceedings  of  the  re¬ 
publican  French.  “  prance,  al¬ 


ways  great,"  faid  the  fpeaker, 
“  will  reply  to  generous  conduct,  by 
a  condudi  equally  generous.  When 
on  all  fides  our  new-born  republic 
was  aflailed  in  its  cradle,  and  the 
event  might  be  thought  uncertain, 
the  Venetian  republic,  not  fatisfied 
with  merely  prefer ving  a  rigorous 
neutrality,  received  with  difiinc- 
tion  the  envoy  of  the  French  re¬ 
public.  We  love  to  tell  this,  and 
to  publifh  our  gratitude.  The 
meafure  was  the  nobler,  inafmuch 
as  it  expofed  our  faithful  ally  to 
more  than  one  embarraffment. 
Noble  M.  Querini,  France,  while 
under  a  defpotic  yoke,  might  be 
ungrateful  and  deceiving,  but  li¬ 
berated  France,  republican  France, 
is  grateful  and  fincere.  Tell  your 
nation,  that  fhe  may  reckon  the 
French  people  among  the  moil 
pure  and  the  molt  zealous  of  her 
allies." 

Little  more  than  ten  months 
paffed  away  before  the  worth  of 
thefe  proteftations  of  gratitude  and 
amity  was  brought  to  the  proof. 
No  fooner  had  Buonaparte  forced  a 
paffage  into  Piedmont,  than,  al¬ 
ready  looking  forward  to  the  con- 
queii  of  Italy  as  being  certain, 
the  Directory  inftruCted  him  as  to 
the  conduCl  which  he  was  to  pur- 
fue,  with  refpedf  to  the  various 
ftates  of  that  beautiful  country. 

J 

**  Venice,"  faid  thefe  “  mofi  pure 
and  moft  zealous  allies"  of  that 
republic,  “is  to  be  treated  as  a 
neutral  power,  but  has  no  right  to 
expedt  to  be  treated  as  a  friendly 
one  ;  it  has  done  nothing  to  de? 
ferve  our  kindnefs."  In  this  cold 
and  jefuitical  language  the  hoftile 
fpirit  and  intentions  of  thofe  who 
ufed  it  can  hardly  fail  to  be  vifi- 
ble.  Yet,  undefer  ving  as  Venice 
was  now  difeo vexed  to  be,  its  go¬ 
vernment 
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vernment  had  recently  yielded  to 
French  folicitation  or  menace,  and, 
even  previoully  to  the  vidories 
gained  by  the  French  general  over 
the  Audro.Sardinian  army,  had 
ordered  Lewis  the  Eighteenth  to 
quit  Verona  ;  and  its  fubordinate 
agents  had  acquired  for  it  fome 
claim  to  the  kindnefs  of  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  rulers  of  France,  by  the 
utter  want  of  feeling,  and  the 
grofsly  infulring  tone,  with  which 
they  enforced  this  order  againft 
the  royal  wanderer. 

.  On  his  entering  the  (late  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  Buonaparte  iffued  a  procla- 
May  2q,  “at.ion>  Confiding  of  af. 

1706/  *ertlons  vo^  °*  truth, 
^  *  and  promifes  intended 
to  be  broken.  It  was,  he  faid,  to 
deliver  the  fined  country  in  Europe 
from  the  iron  yoke  of  the  haughty 
houfe  of  Audria,  that  the  French 
army  had  braved  obdacles  almolt 
infurmountable ;  vidory  in  union 
with  juftice  had  crowned  its  ef¬ 
forts  ;  and,  in  purfuit  of  the  flut¬ 
tered  forces  of  the  enemy,  the 
French  army  muft  now  pafs  over 
the  Venetian  territory.  “  But,’* 
continued  he,  il  it  will  not  forget 
that  the  two  republics  are  united 
by  a  long  friendfhip.  Religion, 
government,  cudorns,  property, 
fhall  be  treated  with  refped  ;  let 
the  people  be  free  from  all  difquie- 
tude ;  the  mod  rigid  difcipline 
fhall  be  maintained,  and  every 
thing  with  which  the  army  fhall 
be^  Supplied,  shall  be  fcrupuloufly 
paid  for  in  ready  money. 

ic  The  general  in  chief  requeds 
the  officers  of  the  republic  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  the  magidrates,  and  the 
prieds,  to  make  his  fentiments 
known  to  the  people,  that  confi¬ 
dence  may  cement  the  friendfhip 


by  which  the  two  nations  have  (a 
long  been  united. 

“  Faithful  in  the  path  of  honour 
as  in  that  of  vidory,  the  French 
foldier  is  terrible  only  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  his  liberty  and  his  govern¬ 
ment.’* 

At  the  moment  when  this  paper 
was  nut  forth,  Buonaparte  was  in 
pofieflion  of  indrudions  from  the 
Di redory,  by  which  he  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  call  on  the  Venetian 
republic  to  furnifh  him  with  mo¬ 
ney,  under  the  name  of  a  loan, 
and  it  was  hinted  that  the  circum- 
dance  of  Lewis  the  Eighteenth 
having  refided  at  Verona,  might 
alfobe  made  the  ground  of  a  pecu¬ 
niary  demand  upon  that  city. 

This  amicable  proclamation  had 
not  been  pub] idled  more  than  five 
days,  when  the  French  general 
entered  Verona,  and  plainly  (hewed 
to  what  degree  of  credence  his 
promifes  were  entitled.  The  lan¬ 
guage  which  he  ufed  there  was 
more  worthy  of  the  ferocious  chief 
of  one  of  thofe  Scythian  hordes 
which  anciently  defolated  Europe, 
than  of  a  general  who  led  the 
troops  of  a  civilized  nation.  cc  I 
did  not,’*  faid  he,  in  his  difpateh 
to  the  Directory,  “  conceal  from 
the  inhabitants,  that,  if  the  king 
of  France  had  not  quitted  their 
city  before  I  paded  the  Po,  I 
fhould  have  given  to  the  flames  a 
city  audacious  enough  to  think  it- 
felf  the  capital  of  the  French  em¬ 
pire!”  On  this  equally  drange  and 
brutal  conduft,  and  the  no  lefs 
drange  terms  in  which  he  expreffed 
hirnfelf,  we  have  already  made 
fome  remarks,  in  our  volume  for 
1 796.  Jt  may  not,  however,  here 
be  improper  to  call  to  the  reader’s 
rccolle&ion,  that  Verona  was  a 

neutral 
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his  anger,  he  behaved  with  the 


neutral  city,  that  the  name  ofLewis 
being  infcribed  on  the  golden  book 
he  had  a  claim  to  Venetian  hofpi- 
tality,  even  had  his  misfortunes 
nor  given  him  a  ftrong  one,  and, 
laftly,  that  nofentence  of  outlawry 
had  been  paifed  againft  him  or.  the 
part  of  the  human  race,  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  an  inexpiable  crime  to  have 
afforded  him  even  a  momentary 
afylum. 

The  fhelter  granted  to  Lewis 
the  eighteenth  was  not,  however* 
the  only  pretended  fubjeft  of  com¬ 
plaint.  A  pretext  will  never  be 
wanting  to  thofe  who  have  an  inte- 
reft  in  being  unjuft.  One,  the 
molt  bale  of  its  kind*  was  now 
found,  and  it  places  in  a  ftriking 
point  of  view  at  once  the  crooked 
Machiavelian  policy  of  the  French* 
and  the  folly  of  that  fyftem  of  un¬ 
armed  neutrality  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Venetian  govern¬ 
ment.  On  his  retiring  over  the 
Mincio,  Beaulieu  feized  upon  the 
fortrefs  of  Pefchiera,  which  had 
been  left  in  a  defencelefs  ftate  by 
the  Venetians.  He  abandoned  it 
fhortly  after,  in  confequencC  of  the 
republicans  having  effected  the 
paffage  of  the  Mincio,  and  it 
was  immediately  garfifoned  and 
flrengthened  by  the  French  gene- 
fal.  It  is  probable  that  Buona¬ 
parte  was  fecretly  pleafed  with  a 
circumftanee  which  gave  him  a 
ftrong  point  of  fupport  on  the  up¬ 
per  Mincio.  He,  nevertheless, 
pretended  to  be  exceedingly  irri¬ 
tated  that  the  Venetian  govern¬ 
ment,  by  not  fecuring  Pefchiera, 
had  laid  him  under  the  neceffity  of 
fighting  to  recover  it  from  the 
Auftrians.  To  the  proveditor- 
general,  Nicholas  Fofcarini,  who 
haftened  from  Verona  to  appeafe 


utmoft  infolence,  threatening  to 
march  in  perfon  againft  Venice,  td 
demand  fatisfaction  for  that  which 
he  was  pleafec!  to  denominate  “  fo 
manifeft  a  treafon,”  and  he  actu¬ 
ally  ordered  Maffena  to  take  pof- 
ft-ffion  of  Verona.  The  Senate 
now  difpatched  two  members  of 
the  Council  of  the  Wife,  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  propitiate  him.  He  re¬ 
ceived  them  with  fomewhat  lefs 
acrimony  than  he  had  difplayed  to¬ 
wards  the  proveditor,  but  he  did 
not  fail  to  defcant  largely  on  the 
grievances  of  which  he  had  to  com¬ 
plain,  among  which  the  refuge 
granted  to  Lewis  the  Eighteenth 
held  a  prominent  place.  As,  how¬ 
ever,  in  the  prefen t  ftate  of  affairs; 
it  was  not  politic  to  pufh  the  Ve¬ 
netians  to  extremities,  he  conde- 
feended  to  intimate  that  the  fault 
which  they  had  committed  was 
not  inexpiable  ;  and  by  this  hint  he 
fucceeded  in  obtaining  from  them 
the  fupplies  of  which  he  flood  in 
need  for  the  fervice  of  his  army. 

The  deciffve  evidence,  as  to  the 
juft  ice  of  his  complaints  and  me¬ 
naces,  Buonaparte  (hall  himfelf  fur- 
nifh.  It  is  contained  in  his  dif- 
patch  to  the  Directory,  on  this 
lhameful  bufinefs.  “  If,”  faid  he,- 
it  be  your  plan  to  draw  five  or 
fix  millions  from  Venice,  I  have 
contrived  exprefsly  for  the  pur- 
poie  this  kind  of  rupture.  Yoii 
may  require,  the  fum  as  an  indemni¬ 
fication  for  the  combat  of  Borgh- 
etto,  in  which  I  was  obliged  to 
engage,  in  order  to  take  this  place. 

If  you  carry  your  intentions  to  a' 
ftill  greater  length,-  I  think  that  it 
will  be  proper  to  keep  open  this 
fubjecl  of  difpute,  to  let  me  know 
what  you  wifh  to  be  done,  and  td 

wait 
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Walt  for  a  favourable  moment,  of 
which  I  will  avail  myfelf  accord¬ 
ing  to  circumftances :  for  we  muft 
not  bring  every  body  upon  us  at 
the  fame  moment.  The  truth  of 
the  affair  of  Pefchiera  is,  that 
Beaulieu  fhamefully  deceived  them; 
he  afked  for  fifty  men  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  pafs  through,  and  he  then 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  place,” 
At  once  defpicable  and  wicked 
as  was  the  pretext  of  quarrel  arif- 
ing  from  the  Auftrian  occupation 
of  Pefchiera,  it  was,  neverthelefs, 
eagerly  feized  on  by  the  French 
Directory.  Buonaparte  was  im¬ 
mediately  informed  that  it  was 
confidered  as  fufficient  to  authorife 
his  demanding  that  the  Venetian 
government  fhould  deliver  up  to 
the  French  the  whole  of  the  money 
depofited  in  the  hands  of  Venetian 
fubje&s,  or  eftablifhments  by  fo¬ 
reign  powers,  particularly  that 
which  was  fuppofed  to  belong  to 
the  Britifh  monarch,  and  to  be  a 
fum  of  great  magnitude;  fhould 
alfo  give  up  all  the  fhips  and  other 
effects  of  thofe  powers  which  were 
then  in  the  Venetian  ports ;  and 
fhould  furnifh  to  France  a  loan  of 
twelve  millions  of  livres,  as  a  fecu- 
rity  for  which  it  fhould  confent  to 
accept  an  affignment  of  a  part  of 
the  debt  which  was  due  from  the 
Batavian  to  the  French  republic, 
'll  his  talk  the  general  was  inftrucl- 
ed  to  aceomplifh  in  fuch  a  moment 
as  neither  to  oecalion  a  rupture 
with  Venice,  nor  to  expofe  the 
dignity  of  the  French  nation  to  be 
at  all  brought  in  quellion.  The 
cowardice  or  impolicy  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  was  directed  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  might  perhaps  facilitate 
his  attainment  of  the  fi rlt  of  thefe 
objedls  ;  but  how  it  was  practica¬ 
ble  for  him  to  achieve  the  fecond, 
is  difficult  to  be  conceived  ;  unlefs, 


indeed,  the  laws  of  morality  which 
bind  individuals  do  not  bind  com¬ 
munities,  and  confequently  there  be 
nothing  difgraceful  to  the  latter  in 
wanton  outrageand  daring  robbery. 
To  the  commiffion  of  this  in- 
jullice  Buonaparte  had  no  objec¬ 
tion  whatever,  but  the  wily  gene« 
ral  was  aware  that  the  time  was 
not  yet  come  when  this  injuftice 
might  be  fafely  committed.  To 
make  fuch  a  demand  as  his  inftruc- 
tions  fuggelled,  was,  in  fad,  ob- 
vioufly  to  compel  Venice  to  choofe 
between  the  hoftility  of  England 
and  Aullria,  and  thatof  France;  arid 
it  was  probable  that  fhe  would  con- 
fider  the  latter  as  the  leaftdangerous. 
The  llruggle  againll  the  Auftrians 
was  in  fad:  only  juft  beginning  ;  he 
had  no  firm  footing  in  Italy  ;  he  had 
many  important  proje&s  to  execute 
in  thefouth  and  in  other  quarters  } 
and  it  was  therefore  of  confequence 
not  to  drive  Venice  to  the  abfolute 
neceffity  of  taking  up  arms  before 
he  was  quite  prepared  to  fet  her 
anger  at  defiance  ;  for,  funk  as  the 
republic  was  in  the  fcale  of  nations, 
fhe  had  ftill  refources  fufficient  to 
make  her  at  this  moment  no  con¬ 
temptible  enemy.  It  would,  he 
told  his  employers,  be  more  pru¬ 
dent  to  wait  till  Mantua  was 
taken,  and  the  Auftrians  were 
beaten  on  the  Brenta,  when  their 
fcheme  might  be  put  in  execution 
with  the  certainty  of  fuccefs.  This 
counfel  they  had  the  wifdom  to 
follow.  In  the  mean  while,  he 
advifed  them  to  begin  fome  trifling 
quarrel  with  the  Venetian  envoy 
at  Paris,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
proceedings  of  their  general,  when 
the  period  arrived  for  making  the 
demand.  Nor  did  he  blufh  to  own 
that  he  was  now  defcending  to 
mean  arts,  and  to  exaggeratedcom- 
plaintSjfor  the  purpofe  of  exciting 

the 
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the  fears  of  the  Venetians,  and 
thus  inducing  them  to  provide  for; 
the  fubfiftence  of  his  troops.  Yet, 
as  thofe  who  injure  are  truly  fa  id 
always  to  hate  thofe  whom  they 
injure,  he  at  the  fame  moment 
heaped,  in  hisdifpatch,  the  groffeft 
and  moft  groundlefs  ahufe  on  the 
Venetian  government.  His  diflike 

u 

of  the  republic,  and  his  hope  of 
fpeedily  didating  conditions  to  it, 
were  frequently  adverted  to  in  his 
letters ;  and  fo  anxious  was  he  to 
prevent  the  Venetians  from  in- 
cfeafing  their  forces,  that  he  even 
ordered  the  Auftrian  deferters  not 

v  l 

to  be  permitted  to  enter  into  their 
fervice,  but  to  be  fent  to  Brefcia, 
that  they  might  be  enlifted  by  a 
Tecruiter  for  the  Spanifh  army. 

At  prefent,  however,  it  was  un* 
doubtedly  a  more  fafe  arid  gainful 
procefs  toimpoverifh  the  Hate  and 
its  fubjeds,  than  to  make  the  de¬ 
mand  which  had  been  fugged ed  by 
the  Diredory.  Money*  wine, 
meat,  bread,  corn,  hay,  fuel,  and 
every  thing  that  could  be  wanted, 
or  thought  of,  was  inceflantlv  call- 
ed  for  by  the  French  agents  and 
generals.  The  inhabitants  were 
dripped  of  their  property  without 
fhame  or  mercy,  and  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  convey,  at  their  own 
coft,  frequently  through  the  whole 
of  Lombardy,  the  various  articles 
which  were  required  by  their  re¬ 
publican  oppreffors.  They  had  like- 
wife  the  mortification  to  fee  the 
moft  wanton  watte  made  of  the 
means  of  fubfiftence  which  had 
been  extorted  from  them,  and  of 
which  they  themfelves  lfood  in 
the  greateft  need.  A  fourth  part 
of  the  requifitions  Was  daily  de¬ 
ft  royed. 

Within  two  months  after  the  en¬ 
trance  of  his  army  into  the  Venetian 


territory,  the  government,  accord^ 
ing  to  the  confeflion  of  Buonaparte, 
had,  through  the  medium  of  a  con- 
trador,  fupplied  the  invader  with 
provifions  to  the  value  of  1 25,000/. 
fieri  ing,  under  a  promife,  as  he 
carelefsly  remarked,  that,  “  fome 
day  or  other,”  it  fhould  be  repaid. 
How  much  in  addition  was  wreft- 
ed  from  the  people,  it  is  impoftible 
to  difcover.  The  burthen,  inftead 
of  being  deereafed,  was  rendered 
every  day  more  heavy  ;  fo  that,  in 
the  courfe  of  eleven  months,  the 
expenditure  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
province  of  Verona  alone,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  French,  has  been  efti- 
mated  at  no  lefs  a  fum  than  one 
million  feven  hundred  and  fix 
thoufind  ducats  of  filver.  To  this 
muft  be  added  the  pecuniary  fuc- 
cottrs  which,  in  confequence  of 
French  rapacity,  the  Senate  was 
compelled  to  fend,  during  that  pe¬ 
riod,  to  the  ruined  inhabitants  of 
the  Terra  Firma,  which  arefaidto 
have  fallen  little  if  at  all  fhort  of 
three  millions  of  ducats; 

But,  happy  would  it  have  been 
for  the  Venetian  fubjeds  of  the 
Terra  Firma,  had  thefe  been  the 
whole  of  the  fufferings  to  which 
they  were,  expofed.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  the  cafe.  They 
had  not  Only  to  endure  the  de¬ 
privation  of  their  property,  but 
likewife  all  the  infults,  injuries, 
and  cruelties  that  could  be  inflided 
by  a  brutal  and  licentious  foldiery; 
Into  whatever  country  French  ar¬ 
mies  have  penetrated,  they  have 
uniformly  difgraced  themfelves  by 
multiplied  ads  of  barbarous  and 
unmanly  outrage ;  and  the  trdops 
of  Buonaparte  feem  to  have  re- 
folved  that  they  would  not  be  out- 
donein  the  career  of  atrocity*  The 
following  Iketch  of  a  few  of  their 

enormities 
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enormities  is  given  by  an  Italian 
writer,  and  there  is  no  reafon  to 
doubt  of  its  corre&nefs. 

s(  At  Montagnana  the  French  ex- 
pofed  the  territory  to  plunder  ;  at 
Pefcantina  they  difperfed  and  funk 
the  boats  ;  they  firft  occupied,  and 
then demolifhed,  the  Roccad’Anfo. 
At  Badia  they  fet  fire  to  a  work, 
which  defended  the  neighbouring 
country  from  the  inundations  of 
the  Adige.  All  the  provident  re¬ 
pairs  on  the  banks  of  that  river 
were  overthrown  by  an  infenfate 
fpirit  of  gratuitous  deftruftion. 
Along,  and  on  either  fide  the  Le- 
zini  mountains,  cottages,  houfes, 
and  churches  were  facked.  On  the 
banks  of  the  Mincio  an  infinite 
number  of  families  were  defpoiled 
of  their  whole  property,  driven 
from  their  homes,  and  compelled  to 
wander  over  the  face  of  the  earth, 
to  fave  a  life  which  they  no  longer 
knew  how  to  fupport.  But  I 
will  not  deprefs  my  readers  with 
the  melancholy  catalogue  of  mif- 
deeds,  which  marked  the  traces  of 
the  French  army.  I  will  not  de- 
fcribe  the  fate  of  the  village  of 
Niflar,  which  was  facked  with 
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fuch  favage  ferocity,  that  a  father 
of  a  family,  unable  to  furvive  his 
domeftic  ruin  and  that  of  his  native 
village,  precipitated  himfelf  from 
a  window  and  perifhed.  Neither 
will  I  repeat  the  horrid  menaces 
of  death,  which  fpread  fo  much 
terror  at  Caftellaro ;  nor  the  laft 
expiring  groans  of  the  wives  and 
daughters  who  perifhed  in  the 
arms  of  their  ferocious  defpoilers. 
I  will  draw  a  funereal  veil  over  the 
unhappy  D’Efte,  who,  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fave  his  wife  from 
military  licentioufnefs,  was  bafely 
and  inhumanly  murdered,  while 
his  diffracted  partner  in  an  agony 
of  grief,  raifing  her  hands  towards 
hea  ven,  continued  kneeling  befide 
the  corpfe  of  her  beloved  hufband, 
till  fhe  expired,  being  then  far 
advanced  in  pregnancy  ;  and  the 
fame  tomb  received  three  victims 
immolated  with  a  fingle  blow. 
Nor  will  I  deferibe  the  two  bro¬ 
thers,  who,  at  Cartel  Nuovo,  were 
with  bayonets  nailed  to  the  walls, 
and  died  amid  the  flames  of  their 
own  dwelling.  My  heart  revolts 
at  enumerating  fo  many  horrors 

It 


*  ft  may  perhaps  be  urged  by  fume,  that  this  is  the  language  of  an  irritated  and 
prejudiced  enemy,  and  is,  therefore,  either  wholly  fall'e,  or  greatly  exaggerated.  To 
this  it  would  be  a  tufficient  anfwer,  that  the  lhameful  mifeondudt  of  the  French  armies, 
in  every  country  into  which  they  have  ever  penetrated,  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  5  and 
that  it  is  not  probable  that  Buonaparte’s  army  would  form  the  folilary  exception. 
There  is,  however,  a  better  reply  to  be  made;  a  reply  which  admits  of  no  contradict 
tion.  It  is  drawn  from  the  character  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign, 
leveral  of  the  fuperior  officers  were  compelled  to  give  of  the  foldiers  of  this  fame 
army.  The  complaints  of  thefe  officers  were  addreffed  to  Buonaparte  himfelf. 

Onnea,  6lh  April ,  1796.—-“  A  part  of  the  foldiers”  (who  had  juft  been  defeated  by 
the  Auftrians),  “have  returned  loaded  with  plunder.  If  an  example  be  not  made,  things 
will  go  on  badly ;  numbers  of  foldiers  wiffi  only  to  thieve,  and  not  to  fight.” 

General  Sehrurier. 

Minglia ,  1 7tli  April ,  1796.- — (<  I  he  unbridled  dilorder  to  which  the  troops  give 
themfelves  up,  and  for  which  there  is  no  remedy,  fince  we  have  not  the  right  ot  lhoot- 
ing  a  fcoundrel,  is  leading  us  to  our  ruin,  diffiouours  us,  and  prepares  for  us  the  moft 
cruel  difafters.  As  fhe  firmnefs  of  my  character  cannot  bend  to  witnefs  fuch  feenes, 
and  ftili  lets  to  tolerate  them,  I  have  no  alternative  but  to  retire  ;  in  confequence,  ge¬ 
neral,  I  requeft  you  to  accept  my  refignation,  and  to  fend  an  officer  to  take  the  cora- 
„„  mand 
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It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  thefe  always  efcaped  their  deferved 

perpetrators  of  fuch  enormities  as  punifhment.  Driven  to  defpair 

the 

mand  which  is  now  entrufted  to  me;  for  I  prefer  digging  the  ground  for  my  sufibfter.ee , 
to  being  at  the  head  of  men  who  are  worfe  than  the  Vandals  were  of  old. 

General  Laharpe.” 

Cairo,  20 th  April ,  1796. — “  All  the  agents,  magazine-keepers  and  others,  in  all  de¬ 
partments  of  thefervice,  make  requifitions  at  random  ;  the  peafants  of  this  country  are 
entirely  ruined  ,  the  foldier  is  in  diftrefs,  and  the  officers  are  in  defpair:  rogues  alone 
enrich  themfelves.  There  is  not  a  moment  to  lofe,  general,  if  you  wiffi  to  fave  the 
army,  and  prevent  us  from  being  looked  upon  in  Piedmont  as  men  worfe  than  Goths 
and  Vandals.  It  is  not  pollible  to  keep  the  foldiers  in  bounds  in  this  ftate  of  mifery  ; 
your  army  will  melt  away  by  licknefs,  and,  when  we  march,  by  the  Barbets  (armed 
mountaineers)  ;  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  inhabitants,  driven  to  defpair,  will  arm 
and  kill  every  Frenchman  who  wanders  from  his  divifion.  Above  all,  general,  it  is 
urgent  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  fwarm  of  illegal  requifitions,  or,  if  they  muft  be  continued, 
it  will  be  better  to  collect  the  inhabitants  together,  lhoot  them,  and  then  complete  the 
devaftation  ;  for  it  will  come  to  the  fame  thing,  they  will  die  of  hunger. 

General  Laharpe.” 

Camp  of  Dego ,  9,0th  April,  i 796.--"  The  contempt  of  difeipline  is  at  its  height:  I 
ufe  every  means  to  maintain  order  ;  they  are  all  fruitlefs.  There  is  no  kind  of  excels 
which  the  foldiers  do  not  commit;  and  all  that  I  can  do  is  of  no  avail.  I  therefore 
requeit,  general,  that  you  will  accept  my  refignation;  it  not  being  poffible  for  me  to 
ferve  any  longer  with  foldiers  who  know  neither  fubordination,  nor  obedience,  nor 
law,  and  who  every  moment  threaten  their  officers  and  leaders. 

Colonel  Chambarltiac,  78tli  demi-brigade.”' 

Dego,  9.0th  April,  179 6.-—“  Want  of  difeipline  and  fubordination  are  at  their  higheft 
pitch:  the  exceffes  to  which  the  foldiers  abandon  themfelves  can  no  longer  be  ltopped. 
For  feveral  days  I  have  ufed  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  bring  them  back  to  obe¬ 
dience,  to  fubordination  ;  all  my  efforts  having  been  ineffectual,  and  feeling  inyfelf  to 
be  quite  unable  to  reftore  order,  I  requeit  you,  general,  to  accept  my  refignation. 

Mavgras.” 

Monte  Barcaro ,  22 d  April.*— “  It  is  two  o’clock,  and  we  have  not  received  any 
thing  ;  the  foldier  gives  himfelf  up  worle  than  ever  to  thieving  and  plundering  ;  pea¬ 
fants  have  been  affaffmated  by  our  foldiers, and  foldiers  have  been  killed  by  the  peafants. 
It  is  not  poffible  to  paint  the  horrors  which  are  committed  ;  the  camps  are  almoft  de- 
ferted  ;  the  foldier  prowls  over  the  country,  rather  refembling  a  wild  beaft  than  a  man  : 
thofe  who  do  not  join  in  thefe  feenes,  patrol  with  the  fuperior  officers  at  their  head, 
but  it  is  in  vain  that  the  offenders  are  driven  away  on  one  lide,  they  fly  to  affaffinate 
on  another  fide.  The  officers  are  in  defpair.  General  Laharpb.” 

In  thefe  plundering  excurfions  the  foldiers,  according  to  the  confeffion  of  general 
Laharpe,  “  deftroyed  in  an  inftant  what  might  have  fufficed  to  keep  them  eight  days, 
without  ruining  the  inhabitants.”  That  it  was  not  want  alone  which  prompted  them 
to  the  commiffion  of  fuch  crimes  is  obvious  from  this  confeffion.  But  there  is  direct 
proof  that  they  were  actuated  by  an  abominable  fondnels  for  tormenting,  mining,  and 
deftroying.  After  their  entry  into  the  duchy  of  Milan,  when  they  were  revelling  in 
the  lap  of  plenty,  their  condudt  was  the  fame  as  it  had  been  in  the  mountains  of 
Piedmont.  General  Dallemagne  fpeaks  of  them  in  the  following  fevere  terms  : 

Maleo,  May  9,  1796. — “  Up  to  this  time,  general,  I  have  made  vain  efforts  to  put 
a  ftop  to  pillage.  The  guards  which  I  have  eftablifhed,  have  not  remedied  it  in  the 
leaft:  this  diford erly  conduct  is  at  its  higheft  pitch.  Terrible  examples  are  neceffary  ; 
but  I  know  not  whether  I  have  the  power  of  giving  them,  Tire  good  and  feeling  man 
fuffers  and  is  difhonoured  by  marching  at  the  head  of  a  corps  of  which  the  bad  cha¬ 
racters  are  fo  numerous.  If  I  were  not  placed  at  the  moft  advanced  poft,  I  ffiould  de¬ 
lire  you  to  replace  me  by  fome  perfon  whofe  health  and  talents  might  make  him  more 
fuccefsful  than  myfelf.” 

Even  after  the  figning  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  France  and  Sardinia,  fuch 
was  the  conduCt  of  the  French  troops  remaining  in  Piedmont,  that  it  was  neceffary 

for 
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the  peafants  fometimes  turned  upon 
their  oppreffors,and  made  them  pay 
with  their  lives  the  penalty  of  their 
crimes.  Thefe  afts  of  vengeance, 
or  rather  of  juft  ice,  were  loudly 
complained  of  by  Buonaparte,  as 
foul  affaffinations,  and  the  moft 
dreadful  feverity  was  threatened, 
in  cafe  of  their  being  continued. 
It  does  not,  however,  appear  that 
he  took  any  ftep  to  reprefs  the 
brutal  exceffes  of  his  own  foldiery, 
which  gave  rife  to  retaliation.  The 
Senate  of  Venice  ordered  its  envoy 
at  Paris  to  appeal  to  the  Directory, 
to  put  a  ftop  to  thofe  exceffes ; 
but,  though  promifes  of  compliance 
with  the  requeft  were  often  made, 
they  were  never  performed.  All 
that  was  done  by  the  Diredory 
was,  in  one  of  its  difpatches,  to  al¬ 
lude  llightly  to  the  complaints  of 


the  Venetians,  and  that  in  fuch  a 
tone  as  to  prove  that  it  cared 
little  about  the  removal  of  the 
caufes  of  complaint. 

While  the  fubjeds  were  thus 
trampled  on,  the  government  was, 
of  courfe,  treated  with  equal  in¬ 
dignity.  It  was  in  vain  that  it 
ftrove  to  win  favour  by  its  readi- 
nefs  in  complying  with  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  French  general,  and 
that  the  pro veditor  of  Verona  even 
degraded  himfelf  by  ading  as  a 
fpy  upon  the  movements  of  the 
Auftrians.  The  national  infignia 
were  in  various  places  torn  down 
and  treated  with  contempt,  the  fe- 
crecy  of  public  and  private  corres¬ 
pondence  was  violated,  and  the 
Venetian  commerce  in  the  Adriatic 
was  plundered  by  French  priva¬ 
teers.  Proceeding  in  his  encroach¬ 
ments 


for  the  duke  of  Aofta,  the  brother  of  the  thou  reigning  monarch,  to  write  to  Buonaparte 
in  the  following  terms. 

Turin ,  May  21,  1796. — “  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  write  to  yourfelf,  to  obtain 
from  you  an  order,  to  leave  to  the  peafantry  of  the  diftricls  occupied  by  the  French 
armies,  the  poflibility  of  tilling  the  ground,  and  Jewing  it  for  the  J'econd  crop  ;  a  thing 
which,  I  believe  will  be  as  ufeful  to  the  French  army  as  to  the  diflri<5ts  thelnfelves,” 

In  what  manner  the  countries  conquered  by  the  French  were  likely  to  be  treated, 
may  be  judged  of  from  one  fmgle  article  of  the  inftrmffions  given  to  Buonaparte  by 
the  Dire6tory.  <c  The  Milanefe  efpecially  mull  not  be  fpared.  Raife  contributions 
in  money  there,  without  delay,  and  while  the  firft  terror  infpired  by  the  approach  of 
our  arms  is  felt :  let  the  eye  of  economy  watch  over  the  fpending  of  them.  The  canals, 
and  thofe  public  eftablilhments  of  the  country  which  we  do  not  keep  up,  muftbemade 
to  feel  a  little  the  effects  of  the  war  ;  but  let  us  be  prudent.''  The  reader  will  bear  in 
mind  that  on  thefe  canals,  which  were  “  to  feel  a  little  the  effects  of  the  war,’*  that  is 
to  say,  which  were  to  be  injured  or  at  leaft  neglected,  depends  in  a  great  meafure  the 
fertility  of  the  duchy  of  Milan. 

One  extract  will  fuffice  to  drew  the  mapner  in  which  the  fubje&s  of  Yenice  were 
treated.  At  the  time  when  the  letter  which  contains  it  was  written,  the  republicans 
had  been  ten  months  in  the  Venetian  territories. 

Trivigiano ,  March  ly,  1797. — “  On  my  arrival  at  Trivigiano,  I  found  that  the  town 
had  been  plundered  by  the  foldiers  of  Serrurier’s  divifion  ;  mine  have  not  been  more 
difereet,  and  have  completed  the  ruin  of  the  poor  inhabitants  ;  the  chief  of  brigade 
Auvray,  informs  me  that  a  part  of  the  advanced  guard,  and  fome  of  the  fourth,  erw, 
tered  in  fpite  of  the  armed  force,  and  carried:  their  villainy  so  far  as  to  fet  fire  to  a 
houfe.  I  have  iffued  an  order  to  prevent  fimiiar  exceffes,  but  I  think  that  an  order 
from  you  is  neceffary,  at  a  moment  when,  being  on  the  point  of  entering  into  a  con¬ 
quered  country,  it  is  a  propos  to  make  ourfeives  beloved.  The  foldier,  abandoning 
himfelf  to  pillage,  has  flighted  the  authority  of  his  leader  ;  a  volunteer  of  the  fixty- 
ninth  levelled  his  piece  at  the  chief  of  battalion  Arnaud,  who  wanted  to  put  a  flop  to 
the  exceffes.  This  individual  was  put  under  arreft,  but  has  been  allowed  to  efcape. 

General  Guieux.’* 
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ments,  Buonaparte  feized  on  the 
fortrefs  of  Porto  Legnano,  and  all 
the  other  forts  on  the  Adige,  oc¬ 
cupied  the  cafties  of  Verona,  and 
peremptorily  infilled  that  the  Scla- 
vonian  troops,  which  garrifoned 
Verona,  fhould  be  removed  from 
that  city,  they  having  fought  with 
and  flain  fome  of  his  foldiers,  by 
whom  they  had  been  infulted. 

This  mode  of  proceeding  fuffi- 
ciently  indicates  what  fate  was  def- 
tined  for  the  Venetian  republic. 
But  the  Venetians  were  not  left 
to  inference  alone  for  a  full  por¬ 
tion  of  knowledge  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  fubjeft.  The  French  officers, 
with  their  accuftomed  fpirit  of 
boalting,  publicly  declared  that: 
they  would  plant  the  ftandard  of 
liberty  on  the  towers  of  Venice; 
and  even  Buonaparte  himfelf,  in  a 
moment  of  forgetfulnefs  or  paffion, 
is  faid  to  have  betrayed  the  fecret 
of  his  intention  (t  to  take  abfolute 
polfelfion  of  Verona,  Brefcia,  Ber¬ 
gamo  and  Crema  ;  and  that,  in  like 
manner  as  he  had  clipped  the  wings 
of  the  Auftrian  eagle,  he  would 
compel  the  lion  of  St.  Mark  to  lift 
his  paws  from  the  earth,  and  leave 
them  little  on  the  ocean.’* 

While  the  Venetian  government 
was  thus  plundered  and  placed  in 
jeopardy  by  the  French,  it  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  refentment  of  the 
other  belligerent  powers,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  partiality  which  it 
apparently  manifefled  for  the  caufe 
of  the  French  ;  a  partiality  which 
drew  upon  it  from  thofe  powers 
many  angry  remonftrances,  and 
even  threats.  In  this  emergency, 
the  fenate  refolved  at  leaft  to  take 
fome  Heps  for  the  fafety  of  the  ca¬ 
pital  and  the  neighbouring  iflands, 
whatever  might  become  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  provinces.  It  therefore. 


prohibited  the  coming  of  foreign^ 
ers  to  Venice,  ordered  home  troops 
from  Dalmatia  and  Iftria,  and  ma¬ 
ritime  forces  from  the  Levant,  and 
elefted,  as  proveditor  for  the  coafts 
and  lagunes,  James  Nani,  whom 
it  invefted  with  unlimited  power  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures  as  he  might 
think  proper  for  their  defence,  and 
that  of  the  capital.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  proceeded  to  appoint  officers 
to  the  various  polls,  among  which 
polls  he  dillributed  twelve  thou- 
fand  Sclavonians  ;  he  conllrudled 
and  repaired  fortifications  at  the 
paffes,  and  llationed  floating  bat¬ 
teries  and  flotillas  amongft  the 
iflands  and  on  the  coalls  of  the  la¬ 
gunes.  A  proveditor  extraordinary 
was  alfo  nominated  by  the  Senate, 
and  fent  to  refide  at  Brefcia,  to  ma¬ 
nage  the  affairs  of  the  Terra  Firma, 
This  office  was  entrulled  to  Francis 
Battaglia. 

Such  was  the  lhattered  Hate  of 
the  Venetian  finances,  that  it  was 
not  without  infinite  difficulty,  and 
many  facrifices,  that  the  money 
was  raifed,  to  cover  the  expences 
of  this  momentary  exertion.  It 
was  neceffary  to  refort  to  means 
which  could  not  fail  to  excite  dif- 
content,  and  thus  increafe  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thofe  who  were  defirous  of 
bringing  about  a  change  in  the 
form  of  the  government.  Among 
other  equally  onerous  fifcal  mea¬ 
fures,  a  fecond  tenth  was  levied  on 
the  llockholders  and  Venetian  bi- 
Ihops,  and  a  tenth  was  laid  on  fome 
of  the  profelfions,  the  cullcms  were 
increafed,  houfes,  fervants,  and 
gondolas  were  taxed,  a  contribu¬ 
tion  was  taken  from  the  profits  of 
the  monti  di  pieta,  the  payment  of 
all  fums  due  to  the  treafury  was 
ordered  to  be  enforced,  and  a  loan 
was  opened.  The  fupplies  thus 
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obtained  were,  however,not  wholly 
devoted  to  purpofes  of  defence  ;  a 
large  part  of  them  being  abforbed 
by  the  perpetual  demands  of  the 
republican  general. 

The  news  of  thefe  defend  ve  mea¬ 
sures  no  fooner  reached  the  ear  of 
Buonaparte  than  he  felt,  or  pre¬ 
tended  to  feel,  an  extreme  indig¬ 
nation.  Taking  it  for  granted  that 
they  were  directed  againft  him,  he 
decorouily  ordered  Lallemant,  the 
French  envoy  at  Venice,  “  to  en¬ 
join  the  Senate  to  difcontinue  its 
armaments.”1  This  peremptory 
mandate,  fuch  as  the  arrogant  Ro¬ 
mans  might  have  iifued  to  one  of 
their  dependent  fovereigns,  was 
fignified  to  the  Senate  by  Lalle¬ 
mant,  in  fomewhat  more  meafured 
language  than  that  which  was  ufed 
by  the  French  general ;  but  which, 
neverthelefs, plainly  threatened  war 
as  the  penalty  of  difobedience. 
Thofe  to  whom  his  official  note 
was  addreffed,  might  think  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  dilfemble  the  fentiments 
which  it  excited,  but  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  them  not  to  be  moved 
by  fcorn  or  anger,  when  they  faw 
him  reprefen  ting  the  French  as  the 
friends  of  the  Venetian  republic, 
and  the  occupation  of  the  Venetian 
cities  and  fortreffes  as  a  circum- 
ffance  which  ought  to  excite  neither 
furprife  nor  fear.  In  one  part  of 
this  paper  he  adverted  to  the  hatred 
which  his  countrymen  had  brought 
down  upon  themfelves  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  he  unwarily  bore  tefti- 
mony  to  the  efforts  made  by  the 
government  to  prevent  the  people 
from  giving  offence  by  their  open 
avowal  of  it.  (<  The  coffee-houfes 
and  public  places,”  he  faid,  “  kill 
echoed  with  the  moft  fcandalous 
expreflions,  notwithftandir.g  the  re¬ 
peated  complaints  which  had  been 
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urged  on  this  fubje£l,  and  the  mea- 
fures  which  the  admiipift  ration  had 
taken,  for  the  purpofe  of  reft  rain¬ 
ing  them/* 

The  reply  of  the  Senate  was 
given  on  the  fame  day,  and  in  a 
humble  tone.  In  better  times  a 
Venetian  fenate  would  have  dis¬ 
played  the  banner  of  St.  Mark, 
and  called  on  its  fubje&s  to  fupport 
and  avenge  its  infulted  dignity. 
But  the  fpirit  of  Venice  was  now 
even  more  fallen  than  its  fortunes* 
The  fenatorial  body  protefted  that 
it  had  vowed  a  fincere  and  conftant 
friendfhip  to  the  French  republic  ; 
it  deprecated  every  thing  that 
could  difturb  the  perfect  harmony 
which  exifted  between  the  two  re¬ 
publics  ;  it  affirmed  that  the  pre¬ 
cautions  which  it  had  taken  had 
no  hoftile  view  towards  France, 
but  were  merely  meant  to  guaran¬ 
tee  the  capital  from  the  confufion 
which  might  be  occafioned  there, 
by  the  fudden  defcent  of  terrified 
inhabitants,  or  of  armed,  difperfed, 
or  fugitive  foldiers,  from  the  feat 
of  war ;  and  it  hoped  that  the 
franknefs  with  which  it  replied 
would  entirely  diffipate  the  fufpi- 
cions  which  its  precautionary  mea- 
fures  had  excited.  It  did  more: 
for,  as  a  peace  offering  to  the 
French,  it  withdrew  the  Sclavo*. 
nian  troops  from  the  Terra  Firma, 
and  confined  to  the  lagunes  and 
iflands  its  defenfive  preparations.  - 
The  Senate  now  appointed  Frane 
cis  Pefaro  as  its  deputy  to  receiv„ 
communications  from,  and  to  con 
fer  with,  the  French  ambaffador 
Pefaro  feized  the  firft  opportunity 
which  occurred,  to  vindicate  the 
Venetian  government,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fears  which  it  entertained 
that  hoftilities  were  about  to  be 
commenced  againft  it,  u  He  told 
[A  a  3]  me,’* 
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me,**  faid  Lallemant,  in  a 
July  25,  difpatch  to  Buonaparte, 
J796.  “that,  according  to  the 
intelligence  which  he  had 
juft  received  from  Verona,  you  had 
plainly  enoughfhewn  yourintention 
of  entering  on  a  war  with  Venice  ; 
that  you  had  manifefted  the  utmoft 
difcontent  to  the  proveditor  gene¬ 
ral  ;  that  you  had  made  demands  to 
him,  on  which  it  vras  impoffible  to 
give  you  fatisfaction  immediately, 
and  that,  neverthelefs,  you  had 
threatened  to  treat  the  Venetians 
as  enemies,  if  you  did  not  inftantly 
obtain  what  you  aiked  for ;  that, 
befides,  in  various  places,  great  ri¬ 
gour  began  to  be  exercifed  towards 
individuals ;  and,  laftly,  that  you 
had  unequivocally  announced,  that 
if  Venice  did  not  fpeedily  difarm 
yon  would  declare  war  againft  her/’ 
In  behalf  of  his  government, 
Pefaro  pleaded  that  it  had  confider- 
ed  it  as  a  duty  and  a  pleafure  to 
concede  to  all  the  demands  and  ar¬ 
rangements  of  Buonaparte  ;  that  if 
it  had  not  done  more,  the  failure 
muft  be  attributed  to  its  want  of 
means,  and  the  neceiftty  of  avoid¬ 
ing  the  hoftility  of  other  powers, 
by  which  powers,  neverthelefs,  it 
had  been  feverely  reproached ;  that, 
perhaps,  individuals  might  have 
given  caufe  of  offence  to  theFrench, 
but  that  his  mafters  had  hoped 
that,  when  their  conduct  was 
fairly  viewed,  it  would  not  be 
judged  of  by  the  indifcreet  ac¬ 
tions  and  imprudent  language  of 
a  few  perfons,  who  were  excited 
againft  them  by  ancient  prejudices, 
by  the  momentary  evils  which  they 
were  neceffarily  compelled  to  bear, 
and  ftill  more  by  the  intrigues  of  a 
crowd  of  ill-willers,  who  defired 
nothing  better  than  to  embroil 
Venice  with  France,  and  thus  to 


punifh  her  for  her  refufal  to  join 
the  coalition ;  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  his  government  omitted  no 
endeavour,  which  it  could  fafely 
make,  to  change  the  public  opinion 
with  refped  to  theFrench;  that  it 
repreffed  the  infolence  of  their 
enemies;  that  it  had  begun  and 
would  perfift  gradually  to  remove 
the  emigrants  ;  and  that  its  pre¬ 
cautions  had  already  produced  ef- 
feds  equally  obvious  and  gratify- 
ing.  . 

With  refped  to  the  armament, 
which  had  fo  roufed  the  anger  of 
Buonaparte,  the  Venetian  deputy 
afferted  that  it  had  its  origin  in 
the  caufes  which  the  Senate  had 
ftated  ;  that  it  was  continued  in 
confequenceof  ferious  menaces  from 
Ruffia  and  England  ;  that  the  truth 
of  this  was  proved  by  the  nature 
and  diredion  of  the  preparations, 
which  were,  befides,  too  inconfi- 
derable  to  give  umbrage  to  France  j 
that  neither  ought  any  fufpicion  to 
arife  from  the  government  having 
called  on  its  fubjeds  for  extraordi¬ 
nary  taxes  and  pecuniary  aids, 
ftnce  they  were  lefs  impofed  for 
the  purpofes  of  the  ftate  than  to 
enable  it  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quifttions  of  the  French  general  ; 
and  that,  having  in  all  ways  de- 
monftrated  the  fincerity  and  con- 
ftancy  of  its  friendly  difpofttion 
towards  France,  the  Senate  beheld 
the  hoftile  proceedings  of  Buona¬ 
parte  with  equal  furprife  and  for- 
row. 

To  thefe  pitiful  and  degrading 
fupplications  M.  Lallemant  lent  a 
gracious  ear.  Though,  as  he  af¬ 
terwards  confeffed,  he  was  not,  in 
confequence  of  his  ignorance  of 
the  fads,  able  to  reply  with  pre- 
cifion,  he  endeavoured  “  to  calm 
the  fears* '  of  the  deputy  by  “  ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  reflections,** 'and  he  fucceed- 
ed,  at  length,  in  reftoring  him  to 
fome  degree  of  tranquillity.  His 
own  opinion  leaned  in  favour  of 
the  good  faith  of  the  Venetians, 
u  It  was,”  he  told  Buonaparte, 
and  here  he  feems  to  have  paid 
more  refpeCt  to  the  prejudices  of 
him  to  whom  he  wrote,  than  to 
the  dictates  of  truth  ;  ((  it  was  but 
too  true  that  the  Venetian  go. 
vernment  had  originally  manifefted 
an  exceffive  averfion  to  the  French 
revolution,  and  that,  long  accuf- 
tomed  to  tremble  before  Auftria, 
it  had  furrendered  itfelf  more  than 
it  ought  to  the  influence  of  that 
power.’*  But  it  was,  he  thought, 
4f  not  lefs  certain  that  it  was  now 
ftncere  in  its  proteftations  of  neiu 
trality  and  good  intelligence  with 
regard  to  France ;  and  that4,  its 
prepofleffions  giving  way  at  laft  to 
its  true  interefts,  it  really  wifhed 
to  fee  broken  the  Auftrian  yoke, 
under  which  it  was  bent  as  well  as 
the  reft  of  Italy.  I  do  not,  added 
he,  much  reckon  upon  its  being  it¬ 
felf  induced  to  lend  its  aftiftance  to 
accomplifti  this  ;  there  are  ftill  too 
many  terrors,  too  many  prejudices 
in  a  great  number  of  minds  ;  and, 
befides,  all  are  become  torpid  by 
long  habits  of  indolence.  But  I 
believe  it  may  be  promifed  that, 
far  from  thwarting  thofe  who  la¬ 
bour  for  its  deliverance,  it  will  at 
leaft  make  fecret  efforts  and  wifhes 
in  their  favour.*’  As  to  the  ar¬ 
mament,  he  admitted  that  the  ori¬ 
ginal  motives  of  it  might  be  doubt¬ 
ful,  but  he  teftified  that  it  was  too 
feeble  to  juftify  any  apprehenfions, 
and  that  all  the  fteps  which  were 
taken  had  no  other  objeCI  than  the 
guarding  of  the  lagunes,  and  the 
defence  of  the  fea  coaft,  which,  as 
he  candidly  obferved,  did  not  in- 
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dicate  any  finifter  defigns  againft 
the  French  army. 

At  this  period,  the  Directory 
changed,  for  a  moment,  its  plan 
with  refpeCt  to  the  republic  of 
Venice,  and  endeavoured  by  the 
lure  of  aggrandizement,  to  enlift 
her  on  the  fide  of  France,  under 
the  name  of  an  ally.  “  It  is  time,** 
faid  the  Directory,  in  a  difpatch 
to  Lallemant,  (t  that  the  republic 
of  Venice  lhould  roufe  it-  T  . 
felf  from  the  protraCled 
inaCtion  in  which  it  has 
ftagnated  ft  nee  the  peace  *79 
of  Paflarowitz,  and  that  it  fhould 
refume  among  ftates  that  rank  which 
it  occupied  previoufly  to  the  year 
1718.  Venice  may  enlarge  her 
territory,  and  may  acquire  places 
which  will  confolidate  her  power, 
and  ferve  to  form  between  the  two 
republics  a  federative  compaCt, 
founded  on  their  reciprocal  inte- 
refts.**  With  this  view,  he  was 
inftruCted  to  prevail  on  the  Ve¬ 
netian  government  to  fend  a  ne¬ 
gotiator  to  France. 

The  fcheme  of  the  Directory 
was  to  bring  about  an  alliance  be* 
tween  France,  Spain,  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  and  Venice.  It  was,  per¬ 
haps,  imagined  that  Venice,  if 
fomewhat  ftrengthened,  might,  in 
conjunction  with  the  projected  re¬ 
public  in  Lombardy,  conftitute  a 
fufficient  barrier,  thenceforth  to  ex¬ 
clude  the  Auftrians  from  Italy. 
What  addition  was  intended  to  be 
made  to  the  Venetian  dominions  is 
not  known  ;  but  it  is  probable  that 
a  part  of  the  Mantuan  and  of  the 
Papal  Legations  would  have  been 
devoted  to  that  purpofe.  This  al¬ 
liance  was  represented  to  the  Ve¬ 
netian  government,  as  being  the 
palladium  on  which  the  exiftence 
of  the  republic  was  dependant. 

\  A  a  4]  The 
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The  Senate,  however,  replied,  that 
“  it  neither  could  nor  ought  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  fyftem  of  neutrality 
which  it  had  uniformly  maintain¬ 
ed. Itfeems  that  the  Senate  (hut 
its  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  it  was,  in 
reality,  everyday  departing  from 
that  fyftem,  by  furnifliing  money 
and  fupplies  to  the  French  general. 
Yet  it  muft  be  owned  that,  if  no 
perfonal  motives  influenced  its  deci- 
flon,  there  was  fomething  of  mag¬ 
nanimity  in  its  thus  refufing  to  lend 
its  open  aid  to  the  common  dif- 
turbers  of  Europe.  But  the  exift- 
ence  of  fuch  motives  may  not  un- 
juftly  be  fufpeCted.  It  was  not 
likely  that  France  would  aggran¬ 
dize  the  Venetian  republic,  while 
the  latter  was  under  an  ariftocra- 
tical  fvvay  ;  that  £he  would  not 
ftipulate,  as  a  return  for  her  dan¬ 
gerous  gifts,  the  infuflon  of  a 
large  portion  of  democracy,  for 
the  purpofe,  as  {he  might  plead,  of 
invigorating  the  government,  and 
harmonizing  it  with  her  own. 
Nor  was  it  yet  certain,  that  it 
would  be  prudent  for  Venice  to 
accept  an  offer,  which  would  for 
ever  expofe  her  to  the  deadly  and 
formidable  hatred  of  the  Auftrian 
monarch.  Doubtful,  however,  as 
maybe  the  real  caufe  of  the  Senate 
rejecting  this  offer,  which  was  re¬ 
peated  in  the  month  of  September, 
there  is  nothing  doubtful  in  the 
confequences  of  the  rejection.  The 
Directory  refumed  its  fiifpended 
plans,  and  from  this  moment  the 
government  of  Venice  was  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  greater  diflike  than  before, 
and  was  apparently  doomed  to  that 
lamentable  fate  by  which  it  was 
eventually  deftro)  ed. 

An  alliance,  which  would  have 
afforded  an  effectual  protection 
from  the  impending  danger,  and 
might  have  been  accepted  with 


honour,  was  about  this  period 
offered  to  the  Venetian  govern¬ 
ment.  It  was  that  of  Pruflia ;  the 
monarch  of  which  country  flgni- 
fied  his  willingnefs  to  guarantee  . 
the  dominions  of  Venice.  This 
offer  was  no  doubt  prompted  by 
the  natural  jealoufy  which  he 
felt  of  every  thing  that  could 
tend  to  increafe  the  rival  power 
of  Auftria  ;  it  being  already 
rumoured  that  the  provinces  of 
the  Terra  Firma  would,  perhaps, 
be  transferred  to  the  emperor 
as  a  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of 
the  Netherlands  and  the  Italian 
dutchies.  The  propofition  of  his 
Pruflian  majefty  was,  however,  not 
aflented  to  ;  nor  was  it  even  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Savii  and  the  inquifltors  of  ftate, 
who  are  accufed  of  having,  an 
many  occafions,  as  in  this  inftance, 
fupprefled  information  of  the  great- 
eft  importance. 

The  months  of  September,  Oc¬ 
tober,  and  November,  pa  fled 
away  without  any  attempt  being 
made  to  carry  into  effeCt  the 
fcheme  of  the  Directory.  The 
Venetian  government  continued  to 
be  fubjeCted,  and  to  fubmit,  to  the 
demands  of  the  French  general  for 
the  fubflftence  of  his  army  ;  but 
circumflances  compelled  him  to 
poftpone,  till  a  happier  moment, 
the  lweeping  demands  of  a  loan 
and  the  confifcation  of  Englifh  and 
Auflrian  property.  Mantua  was 
yet  unreduced  ;  the  emperor  was 
yet  {training  every  nerve,  not 
without  a  profpeCt  of  fuccefs,  to 
fave  it  from  the  French.  The 
Directory  and  its  general  refolved, 
therefore,  to  wait  till  Mantua  had 
fallen,  before  they  proceeded  to 
execute,  “  by  the  means  of  vic¬ 
tory,  if  necefiary,”  that  is  to  fay, 
by  war,  the  remainder  of  their 

plan. 
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plan,  and  in  the  interim  to  content 
themfeives  with  what  they  could 
obtain  from  the  terrified  rulers  of 
Venice,  by  the  ufe  of  <f  an  able 
mixture  of  threats  and  of  addrefs.” 
That  no  time,  however,  might  be 
loft,  the  Di redory  ordered  a  fqua. 
dron  to  be  expeditioufiy  fitted  out, 
to  cruife  in  the  gulph  of  Venice, 
for  the  purpofe  of  efficacioully  fe- 
conding  the  meafures  of  Buona- 
parte. 

The  kindnefs  which  was  faid  to 
have  been  ftiewn  to  the  army  of 
Alvinzi,  during  the  ftruggle  in 
November,  now  furnifhed  the 
French  general  with  another  fource 
of  complaint.  It  was  not,  however, 
pretended  that  the  kindnefs  was  car¬ 
ried  further  than  to  fupply  the  Auf- 
trians  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
republicans  were  fupplied ;  and  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  the  Vene¬ 
tians  could  avoid  doing  this,  with¬ 
out  at  once  renouncing  their  pre- 
tenfions  to  neutrality.  Yet  that 
even  this  offence  was  committed 
there  is  no  pofitive proof.  It  ferved, 
neveithelefs,  as  a  weapon  in  the 
hands  of  Buonaparte,  againft  the 
government  of  Venice.  The  pro- 
veditor  general,  who  refided  at 
Brefcia,  having  remonftrated  with 
refped  to  the  licentious  and  crimi¬ 
nal  condud  of  the  French  troops, 
Buonaparte  returned  him  an  an- 
fwer,  couched  in  language  of  fuch 
grofs  infolence  and  abufe  as  but  fel- 
dom  has  difgraced  the  condud  of 
perfons  in  an  elevated  ftation.  The 
•fuccour  granted  to  Alvinzi  was 
bitterly  animadverted  upon;  the 
crimes  charged  upon  the  republican 
troops  were  positively  denied  to 
av^been  committed  ;  threats  were 
nnlparingly  thrown  out;  and  the 
rulers  of  Venice  were  treated  with 
a  contumely  which  evidently  had 


its  origin  in  the  refentment  excited 
by  their  rejedion  of  the  French 
alliance.  “  All  the  Terra  Firma 
of  the  Venetian  hates,”  faid  he, 
((  fuffers  much  from  this  long  con- 
teft ;  but  whofe  is  the  fault  ?  The 
fault  lies  with  afelfifh  government, 
which  concentrates  in  the  iflands  of 
Venice  all  its  folicitudes  and  all 
its  attentions,  facrifices  its  interefts 
to  its  prejudices  and  its  paffions, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  whole  Ve¬ 
netian  nation  to  fome  babbling  co¬ 
teries.  Affuredly,  if  the  Senate 
had  been  animated  by  a  wifh  for 
the  public  good,  it  would  have  felt 
that  the  moment  was  come  to  fhut 
out  of  its  territory  for  ever  the  un- 
difeiplined  armies  of  Auftria,  and 
by  that  means  to  proted  its  fub- 
jeds,  and  perpetually  guarantee 
them  from  feeing  their  country  be¬ 
come  the  theatre  of  war.” 

The  feizure  of  the  citadel  of  Ber¬ 
gamo  was  the  next  outrage  on  the 
Venetian  republic.  This  was  ac- 
complifhed  by  general  Baraguay 
d’Hilliers,  on  the  night  of  the 
twenty  feventh  of  December.  By 
a  difhonourable  ftratagem,  and  a 
violation  of  his  word,  he  fucceeded 
in  obtaining  an  entrance  for  his  ca¬ 
valry  into  the  upper  city,  where  he 
artfully  kept  the  proveditor  of  the 
place  in  converfation  till  the  in¬ 
fantry  arrived.  Being  then,  as  he 
himfelf  expreffed  it,  in  a  fituation 
“  to  be  arrogant  without  impru¬ 
dence,”  he  infiftedon  the  furrender 
of  the  citadel ;  and,  as  the  prove¬ 
ditor  naturally  hefitated  to  obey 
this  command, without  being  previ. 
oully  authorized  by  his  own  go¬ 
vernment,  “  I  ordered  him,”  faid 
d’Hilliers,  “  not  to  ftir  from  the  - 
fpot  where  he  was,  and  drew  round 
him  the  circle  of  Popilius,  by  giv¬ 
ing  him  five  minutes  to  come  to  a 

decifion.” 
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decifion.”  The  Venetian  magis¬ 
trate  was,  of  courfe,  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  yielding.  As  foon  as  the 
French  were  in  polfeffion  of  the  ci¬ 
tadel,  their  commander  iffued  a 
proclamation,  declaring  them  to 
have  come  there  as  the  friends  of 
the  Venetians,  and  to  be  alio  (s  the 
friends  of  order,  of  prote&ing  laws, 
and  of  the  Safety  of  perfons,  and 
property.” 

In  his  difpatch  to  the  Diredory, 
Several  futile  pretexts  were  align¬ 
ed,  by  Buonaparte,  for  his  having 
taken  this  Hep;  among  which  the 
kindnefs  pretended  to  have  been 
ihown  to  the  army  of  Alvinzi  held 
j  a  confpicuous  place.  In  his 

J^n.  i,  ietter  t0  theproveditor ge¬ 


neral,  he  grounded  the  meafure 
principally  on  the  neceffity  of  be¬ 
ing  beforehand  with  the  Auftri- 
ans,  who,  as  he  afferted,  had  the 
Same  intention  ;  but  he  owned  that 
he  had  been  very  glad  to  avail  him- 
Self  of  an  opportunity  to  drive  away 
the  Swarms  of  emigrants  from  Ber- 
gamo,  and  to  chaftife  a  little  the 
libellers,  who  were  exceedingly 
numerous.  He,  however,  confented 
to  relax  from  his  firft  rigour,  and 
to  allow  the  duty  of  the  garrifon 
to  be  conjointly  performed  by  the 
French  and  Venetian  troops  ;  and 
he  diftindly  admitted,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Venice  had  not  been 
guilty  of  any  breach  of  faith  to¬ 
wards  the  French  republic. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

New  Plan  adopted  againfi  the  Venetian  Government.  Infur  reft  ion  fomented 
in  the  Provinces  beyond  the  Mincio.  Meeting  at  Milan  of  Revolutionifts , 
conf  fling  partly  of  Venetians.  Secret  Societies  formed  in  various  Gities . 
Em i furies  fent  to  excite  the  Valleys  to  Infurreftion.  Treachery  of  Lan- 
drieux}  the  chief  mover  of  the  Revolution.  Buonaparte  believed  not  to 
be  concerned  in  the  revolutionizing  Projeft.  His  real  Intentions  with 
refpeft  to  Venice .  The  Directory  fuppofed  to  be  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Plot 
for  dejiroying  the  Venetian  Government .  Language  ufed  by  the  Mmifler 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  Letter  of  Battaglia  to  Buonaparte ,  and  Anfwer  of 
the  Latter.  The  Bevolutionijis  begin  their  Qperatmis  on  the  departure  of 
Buonaparte.  The  French  Governor  of  Bergamo  expels  the  Venetian  Ma- 
gijiratesy  and  a  democratic  Government  is  eftablifhed.  The  Bergamafcans 
fend  for  Affiftanc-e  to  Milan .  Curious  paftoral  Letter  of  the  Bifhop  of  Ber¬ 
gamo.  Amnefty  publifhed  by  Battaglia.  A  Revolution  takes  place  at 
Brefcia .  Danger  of  the  Podefat.  Conduft  of  the  Bifhop.  Sanguinary 
Proclamation  publifhed  in  the  Name  of  Battaglia.  Purpofe  of  it.  It  is 

believed  to  have  been  a  Forgery  of  the  Revolution ij Is.  Steps  taken  by  the 
Venetian  Government.  Anfwer  of  the  Directory  to  the  Venetia?i  Ambaf- 
fador.  Information  given  to  his  Government  by  the  Ambaffador.  Advice 
given  by  M.  Lallemant.  Senate  convoked  to  confder  of  an  immediate 
Change  in  the  Government .  Au  immediate  Change  negatived ,  but  a  flow 
one  voted.  Two  Deputies  appointed  to  confer  with  Buonaparte.  Report 
given  of  the  Conferences  by  the  two  Deputies.  Buonaparte  recommends  an 
Alliance  with  France •  His  jefuitical  Conduft.  He  demands  a  monthly 

Loan . 
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Loan.  The  Senate  decrees  that  the  Loanjhallbe  granted.  Salo  and  Crema 
reajolutionrzed.  Treacherous  ConduB  of  the  French  at  the  latter  Place. 
The  l  e of  ants  of  the  Valleys  of  the  Brefcian  and  Bergamasco  rife  in  fupport 
of  the  Government.  They  are  defeated  in  an  Attack  on  the  Revolutioni/ls 
of  Bergamo  Recovery  of  Salo.  Defeat  of  the  Brefcians  at  Salo.  The 
People  of  the  Province  of  Verona  take  up  Arms  to  reduce  the  Infurgents. 
Blockade  of  Brefcia.  W avering  Condutt  of  the  Senate.  M .  Thu  gut 
advifes  the  fupporting  of  the  Infurreliion.  Ohfervations  on  his  Advice . 
Ihe  French  affifi  the  lievolters.  Infolent  Proclamation  of  Lahoz .  The 
Peafants  of  the  Valleys  are  defeated.  Solo  recovered  by  the  Infurgents. 
1  he  i  eajants  of  tree  P  eronefe  return  to  their  oven  Province . 


*THHE  refufal  of  the  emperor  to 
**-  negotiate,  and  the  necefiity 
which  the  French  were  thereby  laid 
under  of  carrying  the  war  into  his 
dominions,  fufpended  for  a  while, 
though  it  ultimately  fealed,  the  fate 
of  the  Venetian  republic.  But, 
though  the  exercife  of  open  force 
was  delayed,  the  furer  mode  of  fi- 
lently  undermining  was  inceflantly 
employed.  From  the  very  confti- 
tution  of  the  government,  which 
undoubtedly  was  faulty  in  many 
refpeds,  it  was  impoliible  that  there 
Ihould  not  be  a  conliderable  number 
of  malcontents.  To  foment  their 
difaffedion,  by  dwelling  on  the  de¬ 
fers  ot  the  prefent  fyftem,  and  the 
advantages  of  a  change ;  and  to 
ftimulate  them  to  refinance,  by  ex- 
pofing  the  weaknefsof  their  rulers, 
and  by  hinting,  or  promifing,  that 
the  French  army  would  at  leaft  pro¬ 
tect  thofe  who  reforted  to  arms ; 
were  the  means  which  were  chofen 
to  prepare  the  overthrow  of  the 
Venetian  authority  in  the  provinces 
of  the  Terra  Firma.  As  the  natural 
confequence  of  their  proximity  to 
the  Milanefe,  and  of  their  being  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  republicans,  the  pro¬ 
vinces  ol  Bergamo,  Brefcia,  and 
Crema,  particularly  the  two  former, 
were,  of  courfe,  the  principal  the¬ 
atre  of  the  plot  which  was  formed 


to  revolutionize  the  continental  do¬ 
minions  of  Venice.  The  plan  ap¬ 
pears^  to  have  been  arranged  in  a 
meeting,  held  at  Milan,  confiding 
of  moie  than  two  hundred  Italians, 
many  of  whom  were  Venetians. 
Secret  focieties  were  eftablilhed  in 
various  cities,  thole  of  Bergamo 
and  Brefcia  taking  the  lead ;  and 
emiffaries,  bearing  French  creden¬ 
tials,  were  dilpatched  to  gain  over 
the  peafantry  of  the  valleys.  The 
chief  agent  of  the  French  in  thefe 
proceedings  is  faid  to  have  been 
adjutant  general  Landrieux,  an  able 
and  cunning  man,  but  of  fo  infa® 
mous  a  charader,  that,  while  he 
was  exciting  the  Brefcians  and  Ber- 
gamafcans  to  rebellion,  and  was 
drawing  money  from  them  in  fur¬ 
therance  of  the  fcheme,  he  was,  at 
the  fame  time,  betraying  their  fe- 
crets,  for  a  bribe,  to  the  In  quin  ~ 
tors  of  State.  Other  French  of¬ 
ficers  alfo  bore  a  part  in  the  work 
of  revolution. 

Buonaparte  muff,  neverthelefs, 
be  acquitted  of  having  had  any 
fhare.  in  thefe  underhand  intrigues® 
His  ignorance  of  them  appears  to 
be  indubitably  proved,  by  his  pri¬ 
vate  difpatches  to  the  Di  redory, 
at  a  fubfequent  period,  in  which,  as 
they  were  never  meant  to  fee  the 
light,  he  had  no  motive  for  deviat® 

ing 
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ing  from  the  truth.  In  one  of  them, 
written  when  he  was  on  the  point 
of  entering  Germany,  in  purfuit  of 
the  Audrians,  he  declared  that  “  he 
difapproved  of  the  condud  of  the 
infurgents,  and  thought  their  infur. 
redion  at  that  moment  very  pre¬ 
judicial  to  France  ;  and  in  another, 
dated  nine  months  after  the  revolt, 
he  mentioned  his  having  been  re¬ 
cently  made  acquainted  with  the 
fecret  intrigues  of  Landrieux,  dig. 
matized  his  charader  in  the  fevered 
language,  and  recommended  that  he 
Ihould  be  punidied  for  his  double 
treachery.  That  Buonaparte  had 
a  rooted  hatred  of  the  Venetian 
government,  and  that  he  meditated 
the  bringing  about  of  an  alteration 
in  it,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt ;  but 
it  is  certain  that  his  original  dedgn 
was  limited  to  that  alteration,  and 
to  the  difmembering  of  fome  pro¬ 
vinces  from  the  republic ;  and  in 
exchange  for  thefe,  he  purpofed  to 
offer  the  three  legations,  which 
had  been  wreded  from  the  Pope. 

It  is,  however,  obvioudy  im¬ 
probable,  that  French  officers  would 
have  ventured  to  take  fuch  deps, 
had  they  not  been  prompted  by  a 
fuperior  power.  To  the  Directory 
may,  perhaps,  without  any  viola¬ 
tion  of  candour  and  judice,  be  at¬ 
tributed  the  machinations  which 
were  carried  on  in  the  Venetian 
provinces.  The  fufpicion  which 
the  charade r  of  that  body  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  excite  is  almod  converted 
into  certainty,  by  a  paffage  in  a 
difpatch,  written  in  November, 
1796,  to  general  Clarke,  by  M. 
Delacroix,  the  minider  for  foreign 
affairs ;  a  letter  to  which,  in  one  of 
the  preceding  chapters,  we  have  al¬ 
ready  alluded.’’  Perforis  who  know 
the  country,’'  faid  the  minider. 


ff  affirm  that  all  the  dates  of  the 
Terra  Firma,  particularly  the  Bref- 
cians,  the  Bergamafcans,  and  the 
Veronefe,  are  indignant  at  the  pride 
of  the  noble  Venetians,  and  are  dif- 
pofed  to  take  up  arms  for  liberty. 
Admitted  into  the  Lombard  re¬ 
public,  or  becoming  its  allies,  they 
would  give  it  a  new  drength.  I 
defire  your  remarks  on  the  obda- 
cles  or  the  facilities  which  may  ex- 
id,  with  refped  to  the  execution 
of  this  projed.” 

By  the  fpring  of  1797,  every 
thing  was  in  readinefs  for  making 
the  fird  revolutionary  effay  ;  and 
it  feems  as  if  the  confpirators  had 
only  waited  for  the  departure  of 
Buonaparte,  to  commence  their 
operations.  Even  before  that  ge¬ 
neral  opened  the  campaign,  fome 
didurbances  took  place  at  Brefcia, 
which  induced  the  proveditor  ge¬ 
neral  to  write  to  him  on  the  fub- 
jed.  Buonaparte,  in  reply,  M  , 
expreffed  his  forrow  that 
the  public  peace  had  been 
broken,  and  he  protefted  that,  with 
refped  to  France,  <f  the  Senate  of 
Venice  ought  not  to  feel  the  flight¬ 
ed  degree  ofdifquietude,  as  it  could 
not  but  be  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  good  faith  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  and  of  its  defire  to  live  in 
clofe  friendlhip  with  the  republic 
of  Venice.”  At  the  fame  time,  he 
intimated,  though  not  in  offenfive 
terms,  that  feverity,  in  the  adual 
date  of  men’s  minds,  could  only 
have  the  effed  of  irritating;  and, 
in  a  fomewhat  more  decifive  tone, 
he  added,  that  it  would  be  unjud 
to  punifh  the  partiality  which  had 
been  fliewn  for  the  French  by  a  few 
perfons,  while  that  which  the  ma¬ 
jority  had  manifefted  for  the  Auf¬ 
trians,  had  not  been  confidered  as 

a  cri- 
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a  criminal  aft.  On  this  occafion 
he  doubtlefs  was  fincere ;  it  being 
of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  him 
that  nothing  Ihould  occur  to  en¬ 
danger  his  communications,  or  di¬ 
vert  his  attention  and  hisforcesfrom 
their  great  objeft,  while  he  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  penetrate  into  the 
heart  of  the  Auftrian  dominions. 

No  fooner,  however,  was  Buo¬ 
naparte  on  his  march  towards  the 
Tagliamento,  than  the  confpirators 
haftened  to  put  their  plan  into  ex¬ 
ecution.  It  was  at  Bergamo  that 
the  explofion  took  place.  On  the 
morning  of  the  twelfth  of  March, 
the  polls  which  the  French  foldiers 
occupied  were  doubled,  the  ftreets 
were  traverfed  by  French  patroles, 
and  cannon  were  placed  in  various 
parts.  When  the  podeftat,  Otto- 
lini,  inquired  the  caufe  of  thele  hof- 
tile  preparations,  he  was  anfwered 
by  the  French  governor,  Lefray, 
that  they  were  adopted  in  cor.fe- 
quence  of  fome  movements  which 
had  been  made  by  the  Venetian 
troops.  The  true  reafon  foon  be¬ 
came  apparent.  Shortly  after  the 
podeftat  had  received  this  anfwer, 
fome  of  the  municipal  magiftrates 
came  to  inform  him  that  they  had 
been  fent  for  by  Lefray,  who  had 
ordered  them,  under  pain  of  death 
in  cafe  of  refulal,  to  lign  a  paper, 
declaring  it  to  be  the  wifh  of  the 
people  to  throw  off  the  Venetian 
yoke,  and  unite  with  the  Cifalpine 
republic.  Ottolini  advifed  them  to 
preferve  their  allegiance ;  but,  as 
he  could  offer  them  no  fuccour,  they 
replied  that,  for  the  fafety  of  their 
properties  and  their  families,  they 
mull  fubmit  to  lign  the  paper,  al¬ 
though  they  remained  in  their 
hearts  the  friends  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  In  the  mean  time  the  paper 


was  carried  through  the  city,  and 
numerous  lignatures  were  obtained; 
fome  affixing  their  names  from  good 
will,  and  fome  from  fear.  A  mu¬ 
nicipality  was  then  appointed.  The 
next  ftep  was  to  fummon  the  po¬ 
deftat  to  withdraw  from  the  ftreets 
the  Venetian  patroles,  which,  it 
was  faid,  would  be  fired  on  by  the 
French,  if  they  chanced  to  meet 
them  ;  and,  on  the  following  morn¬ 
ing,  Ottolini  himfelf  was  expelled 
from  the  city. 

This  being  accompliflied,  the 
newly  elefted  municipal  officers  ad- 
drefied  their  brethren  at  Milan,  af- 
furing  them  of  tile  defire  of  the 
Bergamafcans  to  form  an  alliance 
with  the  Cifalpine  republic;  and, 
if  needful,  to  fight  and  to  die  in  the 
fame  caufe.  That  the  fanftion  of 
fomething  like  religion  might  not 
be  wanting  to  thofe  who  had  af- 
fumed  the  reins  of  government,  the 
bifhop  of  Bergamo  iffued  a  paftoral 
letter  to  the  priefts  of  his  diocefe, 
enjoining  them  to  preach  obedience 
to  the  juft  focial  laws  of  the 
people  of  Bergamo,  who  were  re¬ 
presented  by  their  legitimate  muni¬ 
cipality,  and  defended  by  the  fin- 
cere  and  powerful  proteftion  of  the 
French  republic. 5 *  The  foie  argu¬ 
ment,  if  fo  it  may  by  courtefy  be 
called,  which  he  employed  to  en¬ 
force  the  duty  of  obedience,  was  a 
curious  attempt  to  reconcile  the 
antique  and  abfurd  principle  of  di¬ 
vine  right  with  the  modern  prac¬ 
tice  of  infurreftion,  or  rather  to 
bend  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  lat¬ 
ter.  “  All  power, he  declared, 

Si  came  from  God ;  from  which 
circumftance  it  refulted,  that  thofe 
who  obeyed  the  fecular  powers 
obeyed  God,  and  whoever  refilled 
them,  refilled  GodV  The  epifco- 

pal 
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pal  cafuift  feems  not  to  have  been 
aware  that,  by  uling  fuch  language, 
he  was,  in  faCt,  branding  as  rebels 
againft  divine  and  human  authority 
thofe  perfons  in  whofe  fervice  he 
was  fo  pioufty  and  zealoufly  la¬ 
bouring. 

In  the  hope  that  conciliatory 
meafures  might  reclaim  the  revolt¬ 
ed,  or  at  leaft  flop  the  progrefs  of 
difcontent,  an  amnefty  was  iiTued 
by  the  proveditor  extraordinary, 
Battaglia,  who  was  then  at  Brefcia. 
But  thofe  who  were  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  complete  triumph  of 
their  fchemes,  were  not  likely  to  lif- 
ten  to  offers  of  pardon.  In  Brefcia 
Itfelf  a  revolution  had  for  fame 
time  been  preparing  ;  the  leading 
.adtors  in  which  were  the  families 
of  Lecchi  and  Gambara.  In  the 
night  of  the  feventeenth  of  March, 
having  received  affiftance  from  Mi¬ 
lan,  a  band  of  Bergamafcans,  with 
fome  French  and  Poles  in  difguife, 
marched  towards  Brefcia,  and  were 
joined  near  the  town  by  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  their  party, 
who  had  gone  out  to  meet  them. 
They  entered  the  city  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  threatened,  if 
they  met  with  refiftance,  to  ravage 
it  with  fire  and  fword,  pointed  can¬ 
non  againft  the  palace  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  commenced  a  fearch 
for  the  podeftat,  Peter  Mocenigo, 
who  had  rendered  himfelf  peculi¬ 
arly  obnoxious  to  them,  by  his  de¬ 
termined  hatred  of  revolutionary 
doCtrines.  He  had,  however,  es¬ 
caped.  Finding  that  their  intended 
vidtim  was  out  ol  their  reach,  they 
proceeded  to  the  refidence  of  the 
proveditor  extraordinary,  and  in- 
lifted  upon  his  inftant  refignation 
of  his  authority.  Though  Battag¬ 
lia  had  a  confiderable  body  of  troops 


under  his  orders,  and  the  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  were  well-af- 
fedled,  he  was  either  deficient  in 
courage,  luke-warm  in  the  Vene¬ 
tian  caufe,  or  did  not  think  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  rilk  the  chance  of  a  conteft 
with  the  infurgents,  feconded  as 
they  evidently  were  by  fuch  for¬ 
midable  allies  as  the  French.  He, 
therefore,  fubmitted  to  the  terms 
which  were  impofed  on  him  ;  and, 
after  having  been  for  two  days  ex- 
pofed  to  menaces  and  dangers,  he 
was  fullered  to  retire  to  Verona* 
A  municipality  was  then  eftablifh- 
ed,  and  all  the  ufual  revolutionary 
meafures,  of  clubs  and  harangues, 
elections,  and  laws,  fpeedily  fol¬ 
lowed  as  a  natural  confequence.  At 
Brefcia,  as  at  Bergamo,  a  panegy¬ 
ric  upon  democracy  was  put  forth 
by  the  bilhop,  who  allured  his  flock 
that  the  Chriftian  religion  held  in 
abhorrence  all  privileges  and  vain 
diftinCtions. 

Battaglia  had  hardly  reached 
Verona,  when  a  proclamation  was 
published,  or  rather  was  laid  to 
have  been  publifhed,  for  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  extenfively,  if 
at  all,  circulated,  to  which  his 
name  was  affixed.  It  called  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Terra  Firma  to 
rife  and  exterminate  the  French, 
whofe  armies,  under  Buonaparte, 
it  affirmed  to  have  been  entirely 
defeated  in  the  Tyrol  and  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Friuli,  by  the  Auftrians, 
and  to  be  flying  in  fuch  diforder, 
as  to  make  the  remains  of  them  an 
eafy  prey.  This  fanguinary  pro¬ 
duction  recommended  that  no  quar¬ 
ter  fhould  be  given  to  any  French¬ 
man,  even  though  he  were  a  pri¬ 
soner-  It  was  difa vowed  by  the 
Venetian  government,  to  which, 
indeed,  it  cannot  be  attributed 
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without  manifeft  abfurdity.  That 
it  was  falfely  laid  to  the  charge  of 
the  proveditor  extraordinary,  Buo¬ 
naparte  himfelf,  at  a  fubfequent  pe¬ 
riod,  candidly  admitted.  The  moll 
probable  conjecture  is,  perhaps,  that 
it  was  a  forgery  of  the  infurgents, 
who  hoped  that  the  barbarity  which 
it  advifed  would  have  the  effed  of 
irritating  to  the  highefl  degree  the 
French  foldiery  againft  the  Vene¬ 
tians,  and  thus  would  fecure  their 
ardent  fupport  to  the  friends  of  re¬ 
volution.  It  is,  in  fad,  faid  to 
have  been  printed  at  Milan,  at  the 
prefs  of  a  revolutionary  journal, 
called  the  Political  Thermometer. 
This  opinion  is  {Lengthened  by 
the  cireumftance  that  when  the 
French  became  the  mailers,  no  in¬ 
quiry  was  infiituted,  to  difcover 
the  writer  of  fo  juftly  obnoxious  a 
paper. 

So  thoroughly  intimidated  was, 
indeed,  the  Venetian  government, 
by  the  finifter  events  which  had  oc¬ 
curred,  fo  little  was  it  difpofed  to 
roufe  the  vengeance  of  the  French, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  feemed  to 
think  it  had  no  other  mode  of  efcap- 
ing  from  ruin  than  flying  into  the 
arms  of  France.  It  appealed  to  the 
Diredory  ;  it  confulted  the  French 
ambaflador;  it  fent  two  deputies, 
Pefaro  andCornaro,  to  confer  with 
Buonaparte. 

Faithful  to'  its  infidious  fyftenj, 
the  Diredory  returned  an  evaflve 
but  not  hoftile  anfwer.  It  feigned 
to  be  furprifed  at  the  occurrences 
which  were  communicated  to  it, 
and  fuggefted  that  it  was  neceflary 
to  wait  for  the  report  of  its  gene¬ 
ral,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  aCt 
with  certainty.  The  Venetian  am¬ 
baflador,  however,  had  fagacity 
enough  to  penetrate  into  the  fecret 
fchemes  of  the  DireClory,  and  he 


warned  his  employers  that,  in  all 
likelihood,  it  would  be  the  fate  of 
the  Venetian  provinces  to  be  offered 
to  the  emperor,  as  a  compenfatiori 
for  the  Netherlands  and  Lombardy. 

When  M.  Lallemant,  the  Direc¬ 
torial  envoy,  was  afked,  whether 
Venice  might  reckon  on  the  pro- 
tedion  and  afiiftance  of  France, 
there  was  little  in  his  reply  that 
could  afford  confolation.  He  an- 
fwered  that,  “  after  having  fo  often 
evaded  the  counfel  of,  and  refufed  to 
enter  into  a  clofe  connedion  with, 
the  French  republic,  it  was  rather 
late  to  requeft  its  aid ;  that  he 
could  not  fuppofe  that  his  govern¬ 
ment  would  interfere  in  a  quarrel 
between  the  people  and  the  clafs  of 
nobility  ;  but  that,  if  thofe  who 
confulted  him  would  reflore  peace 
to  the  provinces  by  a  prudent  re¬ 
form,  he  did  not  doubt  that,  in  the 
friendfhip  of  France,  and  in  the 
approximation  of  principles,  Ve¬ 
nice  might  find  all  the  fupport  ne¬ 
ceflary  to  confolidate  a  conftitution 
adapted  to  the  fpirit  of  the  age, 
and  calculated  to  renew  thofe  epochs 
of  profperity  in  which  the  Vene¬ 
tian  republic  made  its  neutrality 
refpeded,  and  faw  its  alliance  con¬ 
fide  red  as  a  defirable  objed/* 

Unpalatable  as  this  advice  muft 
have  been,  and  though,  at  a  former 
period,  it  would  have  been  rejeded 
with  difdain,  fo  funk  was  now  the 
fpirit  of  the  Venetian  rulers,  that 
they  refolved  to  deliberate  on  the 
propriety  of  adopting  it.  The 
queftion  was  accordingly  refer¬ 
red  to  the  Senate,  at  which  two 
hundred  members  were  prefent. 
Ariflocracy,  however,  could  not 
yet  fubmit  to  the  facrifice  which  it 
was  expeded  to  make  on  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  altar.  The  propofition 
for  an  immediate  change  could  find 
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no  more  than  five  members  to  raife 
their  voices  in  its  favour.  But, 
probably  with  the  vain  hope  of 
foftening  the  Diredory,  by  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  conformity  to  its  wifh, 
a  hundred  and  eighty  voted  to  ame¬ 
liorate  the  conftitution  by  flow  de¬ 
grees.  Fifty  boldly  gave  their 
votes  for  putting  down  infurrec- 
tion,  by  a  vigorous  ufe  of  the  means 
which  were  ftill  in  the  power  of  the 
Venetian  government.  In  this,  if 
there  was  not  prudence,  there  was 
at  leaft  courage.  In  the  trembling 
policy  which  had  been  fo  long  and 
fo  blindly  purfued  by  thofe  who 
held  the  reins  of  the  Hate,  there 
was  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 

It  is  probable  that,  as  he  was 
known  to  exercife  in  Italy  a  dicta¬ 
torial  authority,  more  reliance  was 
placed  by  the  Venetian  rulers  on 
the  million  to  Buonaparte,  than 
even  on  the  application  which  was 
made  to  the  Diredory.  The  inter¬ 
view  between  the  general  and  the 
two  deputies,  Pefaro  and  Cornaro, 
took  place  at  Gorizia,  on  the  twen¬ 
ty  fourth  of  March.  He  had,  as 
he  afterwards  remarked  to  the  Di¬ 
redory,  a  delicate  part  to  play  : 
as  it  was  neither  prudent  to  come 
to  a  quarrel  with  Venice,  while 
Palma  Nova  was  unvidualled,  and 
unarmed,  and  while  he  flood  in  need 
of  all  the  good  will  of  the  Vene¬ 
tians,  to  fupply  him  with  provifions 
in  the  defiles  of  Germany  ;  nor 
was  it  to  be  fuffered  that  Venice 
Ihould  fend  troops  to  crufh  the  Bref- 
ciansand  Bergamafcans,  whom,  im¬ 
prudent  as  he  confefled  them  to  be, 
he,  never thelefs,  acknowledged  as 
the  friends  of  France.  The  great 
point  in  this  affair  was,  he  faid,  to 
gain  time.  How  he  acquitted  hirrt- 
felf  remains  to  be  (hewn. 

When  the  deputies  had  explained 


to  him  the  circumflances  of  the  two 
infurredions,  he  feemed  to  doubt 
whether  the  French  troops  had  real¬ 
ly  participated  in  them  ;  but  he 
added  that,  if  it  were  true  that 
they  had  done  fo,  he  would  give 
diredions  to  punifh  the  governor 
of  Bergamo.  The  deputies  having 
obferved  to  him  that,  though  this 
would  be  a  reparation  for  the  paft, 
fomething  more  was  neceffary,  to 
prevent  in  future  the  republican 
officers  from  difobeying  the  orders 
of  their  government,  he  feized  the 
occafion  to  afk  them  what  plan  they 
could  propofe.  It  was  fuggefled  to 
him  that,  as  the  revolters  confti- 
tuted  only  a  very  fmall  part  of  the 
population,  mildnefs,  aided  by  a 
fhow  of  force,  would  fuffice  to  bring 
back  tranquillity  ;  and  that  the  re- 
floring  of  the  citadels  of  Brefcia 
and  Bergamo,  which  were  no  lon¬ 
ger  wanted  for  the  protedion  of  the 
French,  would  much  conduce  to 
put  down  oppofition.  To  the  re- 
ftoring  of  the  citadels  he,  however, 
gave  a  pofitive  refufal,  urging  that 
in  the  midft  of  vidory  it  was  his 
duty  to  provide  the  means  of  fe- 
curing  his  retreat ;  and  he  hinted 
that  the  employment  of  force  might 
be  dangerous,  as,  fhould  it  fail  of 
producing  the  defired  effed,  the  in¬ 
surgents  would  be  encouraged  to 
fpread  ftill  further  the  flame  of  re¬ 
volt.  The  moft  fafe  and  efficacious 
expedient  would,  he  faid,  be  to  in- 
tereft  the  French  government  in 
the  reftoration  of  order  ;  and,  if 
fuch  a  ftep  were  taken,  he  would 
fecond  it,  which  he  could  do  with 
the  certainty  of  fuccefs. 

We  perceived  at  a  glance,” 
fay  the  deputies  in  their  report, 
((  all  the  finifter  confequences  of 
fuch  a  propofition,  and  we  repre- 
fented  to  him  that  the  intervention 
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of  a  foreign  power,  to  bring  back 
fubjeds  to  obedience,  could  only 
produce  a  contrary  died,  furnifh 
malcontents  with  a  theme  for  com¬ 
plaint,  make  the  weaknefs  of  the 
fovereign  be  fufpeded,  excite  the 
milled,  and  dilhearten  the  faithful  ; 
that  it  belonged  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  the  government  alone, 
to  take  meafures  for  reclaiming  its 
fubjeds  to  its  authority,  and  that 
the  furtheft  we  could  think  of  go¬ 
ing,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  would  be  to 
concert  the  means  of  co-operation, 
if  the  French  troops  were  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  occupy  the  forts  of  Ber¬ 
gamo  and  Brefcia. 

“  He  feemed  to  hefitate  on  the 
laft  point ;  faying  that,  in  the  midft 
of  the  fermentation  of  new  ideas,  he 
Ihould  incur  fome  blame,  were  he  to 
declare  againft  principles  to  which 
he  confelfed  that  he  was  in  part  in¬ 
debted  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  army, 
and  were  he  to  furnifh  affiftance  to 
fubjugate  perfons,  culpable  towards 
their  own  government,  but  the  de¬ 
clared  friends  of  France;  that  he 
would  merely  obey,  if  the  Diredory 
gave  him  a  formal  order;  but  that 
he  perfifted  in  believing  that  the 
fureft  means  to  guarantee  us  from 
the  peril  of  a  general  infurredion, 
was  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  that  is  to  fay,  to 
form  a  defer  connedion  with  the 
French  republic. 

(i  Seeing  to  what  this  hint 
tended,  we  replied,  that  the  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  two  republics  was  al¬ 
ready  fo  clofe,  and  our  condud  was 
fo  open  and  candid,  that  to  advance 
another  ftep  would  be  to  place  our- 
felves  out  of  the  fyftem  in  which 
we  confidered  our  fafety  to  exift  ; 
and  that  the  fenate  could  not  come 
to  a  determination  on  fo  nice  a  fub- 
jed,  till  the  moment  when  peace 
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fhould  make  obvious  the  ultimate 
fituation,  and  the  reciprocal  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  European  hates. 

“  Then,  endeavouring  with  con- 
fiderable  art  to  divert  our  attention 
from  the  chief  objed  which  we  had 
in  view,  he  reminded  us  of,  and  in 
fome  meafure  reproached  us  with, 
the  long  refidence  of  the  count  de 
Provence  at  Verona,  the  refuge  af¬ 
forded  to  the  duke  of  Modena  at 
Venice,  and  particularly  to  his  trea- 
fures,  the  confiderable  property  be¬ 
longing  to  the  enemies  of  France, 
which  he  aflerted  to  be  in  Venice, 
efpecially  that  of  the  king  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and,  on  this  head,  he  let  flip 
fome  indication  of  defigns  which 
may  be  the  caufe  of  much  embar- 
raffment  to  the  republic.  We  re¬ 
plied  to  thefe  various  charges,  with¬ 
out,  however,  having  reafon  to  flat¬ 
ter  ourfelves  that  we  had  convinced 
him,  and  we  brought  him  back  to 
the  great  objed  of  our  miflion  ;  but 
we  could  neither  obtain  a  promife, 
nor  a  more  pofltive  anfwer.  The 
conference  was  terminated  by  an 
invitation  to  meet  him  the  next' 
day,  that  he  might  have  more  time 
to  refled  upon  an  affair  of  fo  much 
importance.** 

The  nodurnal  meditations  of 
Buonaparte  do  not  feem  to  have' 
been  propitious  to  the  Venetians.* 
At  firft,  indeed,  they  appeared  to 
the  deputies,  to  have  been  favour¬ 
able.  When  the  conference  was 
opened,  on  the  next  day,  he  inform-’ 
ed  them  that,  although  he  ftill 
thought  it  better  to  wait  for  the 
opinion  of  the  Diredory,  the  Se¬ 
nate  might  take  whatever  fleps  it 
thought  proper,  relative  to  Berga¬ 
mo  and  Brefcia,  provided  that  he 
were  apprized  of  them  before  hand, 
to  prevent  any  conflid  taking  place 
with  the  French  troops.  At  the. 
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fame  time  he  (bowed  them  a  letter 
from  the  infurgents,  invoking  his 
afliftance.  But  this  conceflion  was 
merely  del u five.  Even  while  he 
was  giving  his  pretended  permif- 
fion,  it  is  faid  that  he  could  not 
forbear  from  infultingly  telling-  the 
deputies  that,  if  the  fword  were 
appealed  to,  either  the  republic  of 
Venice,  or  the  army  of  Italy,  mud 
be  deftroyed;  that  they  ought  to 
think  well  on  what  they  were  about 
to  do,  and  not  expofe  the  fickly 
lionof  St.  Mark  in  a  druggie  againft 
the  fortune  of  an  army  which  could 
find  among  its  recruits  and  its 
wounded  a  fufHciency  of  forces  to 
traverfe  the  lagoons  of  Venice. 

(i  In  both  conferences,’*  add 
the  deputies,  (c  other  points  were 
brought  forward,  which  it  was 
painful  to  difeufs.  We  begged  him 
to  foften  the  deplorable  condition 
of  the  fubje&s  of  the  republic,  and 
to  relieve  the  treafury  from  the 
burthen  impofed  upon  it  by  the 
fupporting  of  the  French  army. 
Victory  having  led  that  army  into 
the  German  provinces,  we  had 
ground  to  hope  that  the  Venetian 
dates  would  be  delivered  from  a 
weight  which  had  weighed  them 
down  for  the  lad  ten  months ; 
and  that  our  finances,  releafed  at 
length  from  furnifhing  the  fubfift- 
ence  of  the  troops,  might  fee  the 
end  of  fo  many  facrifices  ;  after 
which  we  hinted  that  we  dared  to 
rely  on  his  judice  to  realize  thofe 
indemnities  which  had  been  pro- 
mifed  to  us. 

“  We  were  far  from  anticipat¬ 
ing  fuch  an  anfvver  as  we  received. 
He  began  by  telling  us  that  it  was 
ind.ifpersfably  neceffary  for  his  army 
to  draw  its  fubdftence  from  the 
country  which  it  left  in  its  rear, 
that  is,  from  our  territories  ;  that. 


his  army  being  confiderably  in- 
creafed,  it  was  impoftible  to  avoid 
augmenting  the  requifitions  ;  that 
he  was  grieved  to  fee  fo  heavy  a 
load  dill  prefling  on  provinces  which 
were  already  exhaufled,  and  that 
the  only  expedient  which  he  could 
imagine  to  lighten  it,  was,  that 
the  fenate  fhould  furnifh,  either  in 
money,  or  in  articles  of  confump- 
tion,  a  monthly  fum  of  a  million, 
during  the  next  fix  months,  unlefs 
the  war  in  Italy  were  brought  to 
an  end  before  the  expiration  of  that 
period.  He  added,  that  he  had 
always  been  aware  of  the  inconve¬ 
nience  arifing  from  the  mode  of 
requifitions,  that  neceffity  alone 
could  juflify  it,  that  it  gave  birth 
to  many  abufes,  and  that  he  had 
feveral  times  fpoken  on  the  fubjeft 
to  our  proveditor,  reprefenting  to 
him  that  fuch  a  method  occafioned 
a  wade  of  refources,  and  difeontent 
among  the  people,  who  were  in¬ 
duced  to  reproach  the  government 
for  not  interpofing  between  them 
and  the  army.  He  concluded  by 
declaring  that,  if  the  fenate  would 
engage  to  furnifh  the  monthly  aid 
for  which  he  afked,  he  would  not 
only  guarantee  the  provinces  againft 
all  future  requifitions,  but  he  would 
alfo  fix  pofitively  the  value  of 
thofe  which  had  already  been  fup- 
plied,  and  that  thefe  two  fums 
fhould  form  a  debt  which  the  French 
nation  would  undoubtedly  liquidate 
when  a  peace  was  concluded  ;  that 
it  was  of  importance  ro  manifeft 
the  amicable  fentiments  of  the  Se¬ 
nate  towards  France,  and  that  he 
could  allure  us  the  Direddory  con- 
fidered  itfelf  as  being  more  obliged 
to  the  republic  of  Genoa  for  the 
four  millions  which  it  had  given, 
than  to  the  republic  of  Venice  for 
all  that  it  had  done  and  differed, 
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becaufe  it  confidered  the  facrifices 
made  by  the  latter  as  being  lefs 
voluntary. 

ss  We  then  teftified  to  him  our 
furprife  that,  at  the  moment  when 
we  expended  thofe  facrifices  to  be 
terminated,  a  demand  fhould  be 
urged  of  a  monthly  tribute,  fo 
much  beyond  the  refources  of  our 
treafury  ;  adding,  that  this  would 
be  to  afford  the  Auftrians  a  pretext 
for  requiring  as  much,  which  would 
complete  our  ruin,  and  which,  ne- 
verthelefs,  according  to  our  fydem 
of  neutrality,  we  could  not  refufe. 

“  Interrupting  us  at  thefe  words, 
he  bitterly  reminded  us  that  the 
Auftrian  armies  were  entirely 
driven  from  Italy,  that  all  our 
fortreffes,  all  our  cities,  were  in 
his  poffeffion  ;  that  he  was  able  to 
impofe  laws  upon  us,  and  that,  if 
our  treafury  was  exhaufted,  which 
he  did  not  believe,  the  Senate  could 
eafily  derive  a  fupply  from  the  mo¬ 
ney  of  the  Duke  of  Modena,  and 
from  all  the  property  depofited  at 
Venice  by  the  enemies  of  the  French 
republic,  property  which  France 
had  a  right  to  claim. 

tc  We  did  not  fail  to  objetd  to 
his  argument,  that  if  great  powers 
might  foraetimes  allow  themfelves 
to  ufe  arbitrary  means,  moderate 
and  middling-fized  dates,  like  our 
republic,  could  build  their  tran¬ 
quillity  and  fafety  only  on  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  good  faith,  and  juftice, 
or,  in  other  words,  on  refped  for 
private  property  ;  that  every  arbi¬ 
trary  proceeding,  independently  of 
the  inconvenience  of  compromifing 
us  in  our  external  political  rela¬ 
tions,  would  alfo  have  the  addi¬ 
tional  one  of  leading  to  the  fubver- 
fion  of  our  condifution  ;  and  that, 
as  to  the  demand  of  a  monthly  loan, 
a  demand  with  which  the  Senate 


could  not  be  held  bound  to  com¬ 
ply,  it  ought,  at  all  events,  at  lead 
to  be  afeertained,  whether  the  pub¬ 
lic  treafury  was  in  a  fituation  to 
furnifh  the  furn  required.  Now, 
v/e  knew,  with  certainty,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  hope  to  draw  from 
it  any  fuch  amount  as  that  which 
was  mentioned. 

fC  In  the  courfe  of  this  difcuffion 
we  faw  but  too  plainly  that  he 
looked  upon  the  Venetian  date  as 
being  occupied  by  his  army,  and 
that  he  defigns  to  fubjugate  it  dill 
more,  in  order  to  be  able  to  claim 
whatever  he  may  pleafe.  He  has 
already  feized  thefortrefs  of  Palma 
Nova,  the  fortifications  of  which 
he  is  drengthening  with  incredible 
atdivity.  Pie  is  alfo  mader  of  the 
port  of  Triede,  fo  that  he  has 
fucceeded  in  blockading'  us  on  all 
fides.” 

Notwithdanding  the  impover~ 
idled  date  of  the  national  treafury, 
the  Venetian  rulers  thought  it  more 
prudent  to  comply  with  the  wifhes, 
or  rather  commands,  of  Buonaparte, 
than  to  rife  the  confequences  of  his 
anger.  d  he  Senate  having  deli¬ 
berated  on  the  report  of  its  depu¬ 
ties,  it  was  refolved  that  the  month¬ 
ly  loan  fhould  be  granted.  Of  two 
hundred  and  one  members,  who 
were  affembled  on  this  occafton, 
only  feven  refufed  their  affent;  a 
hundred  and  fixteen  voted  in  the 
affirmative ;  and  no  lefs  than  feventy 
eight  abdained  from  giving  •then- 
votes.  It  has  been  remarked,  and 
the  remark  is  grounded  on  truth, 
that  when  many  of  the  members  of 
a  deliberative  body  decline  to  take 
a  fhare  in  its  proceedings,  this  cir- 
cumdance  is  a  fymptom  of  approach¬ 
ing  diffolution. 

Events  were,  meanwhile,  taking 
place,  which  rendered  unavailing 
[B  &  2\ 
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the  facrifices  made  by  the  Venetian 
government.  The  revolutionifts, 
aided  by  the  French,  were  rapidly 
proceeding  in  their  career.  On  the 
twenty  fifth  of  March,  a  party  of 
Brefcians  and  Bergamafcans  entered 
Salo,  difarmed  the  troops,  threw 
open  the  prifon  doors,  planted  the 
tree  of  liberty,  and  inftalled  a  mu¬ 
nicipality.  Two  days  after  this, 
a  detachment  of  French  cavalry  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  gates  of  Crema.  The 
commanding  officer  infilled  on  its 
being  admitted  into  the  town, 
which,  however,  he  promifed  that 
it  Ihould  quit  on  the  following 
morning.  On  the  faith  of  his  pro- 
mife  it  was  fuffered  to  enter  ;  but, 
indead  of  preparing  for  his  depar¬ 
ture  at  the  appointed  time,  the 
French  officer  was  bufily  employed, 
during  the  day  and  night,  in  receiv¬ 
ing  and  fending  difpatches,  and  in 
preparing  for  the  execution  of  his 
fcheme.  In  the  morning  of  the 
next  day  two  other  French  detach¬ 
ments  arrived,  on  oppofite  fides  of 
the  town;  the  gates  were  fuddenly 
thrown  open  to  them  by  the  ca¬ 
valry  ;  they  marched  to  the  bar¬ 
racks,  and  forced  the  foldiers  in 
garrifon  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  eftablilhed  polls  in  various 
quarters.  Five  of  them  then  went 
to  the  palace  of  the  governor,  held 
a  pillol  to  his  bread,  and  compelled 
him  to  give  up  his  fvvord.  The 
bufinefs  was  completed  by  expelling 
the  magtllracy  and  the  podedat, 
feizing  the  public  archives  and 
treafures,  planting  the  tree  of  li¬ 
berty,  pulling  down  the  datue  of 
St.  Mark,  and  eletting  a  municipal 
body. 

Whi'e,  in  the  Venetian  territo¬ 
ries  beyond  the  JMincio,  a  part  of 
the  inhabitants  were  in  a&ive  in- 
furreftion,  and  the  red  were  either 


neuter  or  awed  into  fiience  by  the 
prefence  of  the  French  troops,  the 
hardy  mountaineers,  who  dwell  in 
the  valleys  between  the  lakes  of 
Garda  and  Como,  not  only  pre- 
ferved  their  allegiance  unlhaken, 
but  refolved  to  prove  their  loyalty, 
by  endeavouring  to  compel  the  re¬ 
volted  to  lay  down  their  arms. 
Their  fird  efforts  were  not  happy. 
The  peafantry  of  the  valleys  near 
Bergamo  attacked  the  infurgents  of 
that  place,  and  was  driven  back 
with  confiderable  lofs.  Another 
body  of  peafantry,  aided  by  a  few 
Venetian  troops,  was  alfo  foiled 
in  a  conflict  with  the  Brefcians.  In 
their  next  military  trial  the  Bref¬ 
cians  were,  however,  lefs  fortunate. 
Salo  having  thrown  off  their  yoke, 
andrehoided  the  Venetian  dandard, 
twelve  hundred  of  them,  with  two 
Polifh  companies,  and  four  pieces 
of  cannon,  ferved  by  difguifed 
French  artillerymen,  marched  to 
recover  that  place.  After  fome 
fkirmifhes,  they  penetrated  to  Sa¬ 
lo,  and  a  dag  of  truce  was  fent  out 
from  the  town ;  but,  while  the  par¬ 
ley  was  holding,  a  large  body  of 
peafants,  belonging  to  the  Val 
Sabbin,  defcended  from  the  moun¬ 
tains,  fell  fuddenly  upon  the  Bref¬ 
cians,  and  entirely  defeated  them. 
Nearly  a  hundred  of  the  infurgents 
were  killed,  and  dve  hundred  were 
made  prifoners,  among  whom  were 
two  hundred  of  the  Polifh  legion. 

The  example  of  the  mountaineers 
was  folio vved  by  the  peafantry  of 
the  province  of  Verona.  They  rofe 
fpontaneoufly  in  great  numbers, 
and  demanded  to  be  fuccoured  and 
direfted  by  the  government.  A 
body  of  them  croffed  the  Mincio, 
and  joined  their  fellow  country¬ 
men,  who,  after  the  viftory  at 
Salo,  had  advanced  again  ft  Brefcia. 

The 
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The  latter  place  was  now  block¬ 
aded  at  a  diftance.  In  a  momen¬ 
tary  paroxyfm  of  vigour,  the  Se¬ 
nate  difpatched  fome  arms,  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  Sclavonian  troops,  and 
authorized  its  fubje<#s  to  repel  force 
by  force,  even  in  cafe  of  their  be¬ 
ing  attacked  by  the  French.  This  fit 
of  refolution  fpeedily  palled  away. 
Not  more  than  two  days  had  elap- 
fed,  before  the  Senate  iflued  another 
order,  to  prohibit  coming  to  aftion 
when  the  revolters  were  feconded 
by  the  French,  and  this  was  im¬ 
mediately  fucceeded  by  another, 
which  entirely  palfied  the  bravery 
and  good  will  of  the  loyal  Ve¬ 
netians. 

It  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  more  wife,  and  would 
certainly  have  been  more  noble, 
had  the  Venetian  government  afted 
upon  the  advice  of  M.  Thugut, 
the  Auftrian  prime  minifter.  In  a 
conference  with  the  Venetian  en¬ 
voy,  he  warmly  recommended  the 
giving  a  vigorous  fupport  to  its 
fubjefts  who  had  armed  in  its  de¬ 
fence  ;  and  he  hinted  that,  by  fo 
doing,  it  might  prevent  the  changes 
which  the  French  were  meditating 
in  Italy.  At  the  fame  time  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  his  counfel, 
though  it  might  be  good,  was  dic¬ 
tated  by  an  interefied,  perhaps  even 
by  a.  treacherous,  motive.  The 
Auftrian  cabinet  was  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  negotiating  with  Buonaparte, 
a  fad  which  he  took  care  to  con¬ 
ceal  ;  and  it  is  manifeft  that  the 
hoftilities  of  the  Venetians  again# 
the  French  could  not,  whatever 
might  be  their  refulf,  fail  to  be 
produdive  of  benefit  to  his  Impe¬ 
rial  majefty.  If  the  Venetians  ob¬ 
tained  any  decided  fuccefs,  he  might 
hope  to  renew  the  war  with  advan¬ 
tage  ;  if  they  were  overcome,  the 


French  general  would  be  Hill  more 
willing  than  he  already  was,  to 
transfer  to  him  their  conquered 
provinces,  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
cefiion  ot  Lombardy  and  the  Auf¬ 
trian  Netherlands. 

Deferted  as  they  were  by  the 
mailers  in  whofe  caufe  they  had 
volunteered  their  fervices,  the  loyal 
mountaineers  perfifted  in  their  de- 
fign.  Brefcia  was  efredualjy  held 
in  a  ftate  of  blockade,  and  would 
ultimately  have  fallen,  had  not  the 
French  come  to  (he  fuccour  of  their 
new  allies,  the  revolted  citizens. 
Under  pretence  that  the  moun¬ 
taineers  had  llain  many  of  the  re¬ 
publican  foldiers,  the  French  ge¬ 
neral  infilled  upon  the  difarming 
of  the  peafantry  of  the  Brefcian 
and  Bergamafco.  To  inforce  their 
order,  they  }  ut  in  motion  feveral 
ftrong  columns  of  troops.  Lahoz, 
the  leader  of  thefe,  began  his  la¬ 
bours  by  ilTuing  a  proclamation, 
in  the  ufual  ftyle,  modeftly  declar¬ 
ing  I  ranee  to  be  the  firft  nation  in 
the  world  for  courage  and  the  fei- 
ence  of  war,  and  threatening  to 
hang  the  peafants,  and  burn  their 
cottages,  if  they  dared  to  perfe- 
vere  in  what;  by  a  ftrange  confu- 
fion  of  ideas  or  perverfion  of  lan¬ 
guage,  he  thought  proper  to  call 
their  rebellion.  The  fame  punifti- 
ment  was  denounced  again#  any 
one  who  encouraged  them  to  rebel ; 
or,  in  other  words,  again#  fuch  of 
the  Venetian  magi#rates  and  of¬ 
ficers  as  might  be  difpofed  to  per¬ 
form  their  duty.  In  what  chapter 
pf  the  law  of  nations  this  military 
ruffian  difeovered  that  it  is  an  a<#  of 
rebellion,  for  fubje&s  to  combat  in 
behalf  of  an  eftablifhed  government, 
he  did  not  condefccnd  to  make 
known.  The  republican  columns 
faithfully  executed  their  infamous 
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talk.  The  peafants,  in  fpite  of  their 
brave  refinance,  were  compelled, 
with  great  lofs,  to  give  way  before 
fuperior  fkill,  and  the  enemy  pene¬ 
trated  into  their  valleys,  devas¬ 
tated  their  fields,  deftroyed  their 
houfes,  and  Spread  terror,  ruin,  and 
death  in  all  directions. 

The  deSeat  fuftainea  at  Salo  was 
not  forgiven,  and  yet  remained  to 
be  revenged.  After  having  can¬ 
nonaded  Several  villages,  which  re- 
fuSed  or  hefi rated  to  give  up  their 
arms,  the  French  flotilla,  on  the 
lake  of  Garda,  appeared  before 
Salo,  and  fummoned  that  town  to 
open  its  gates  ;  the  pretence  being 
that  the  occupation  of  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
Auftrians,  The  governor  having 
declined  to  comply  with  this  de¬ 
mand,  a  heavy  fire  was  commenced 
upon  the  place.  Finding,  at  length, 
that  he  could  make  no  imprefiion, 
the  commander  of  the  flotilla  agreed 
to  an  armiftice  for  four  days,  and 
withdrew.  This  was,  however, 
nothing  more  than  a  refpite.  In 
the  courfe  of  two  or  three  days, 
the  French  and  Brefcians  advanced 
againfl  the  place  by  land,  in  two 
formidable  columns,  after  having 
defeated  the  Venetians  at  Sarezzo. 


Convinced  of  their  inability  to  re- 
flit  fuch  a  powerful  force,  the  gar- 
rifon,  and  a  great  part  of  the  towns¬ 
people  took  flight,  and  Salo  was 
entered  by  the  viCtcrs.  The  town 
now  fufifered  a! molt  all  the  miferies 
that  are  inflicted  upon  a  fortrefs 
which  has  been  taken  by  florin. 
The  houfes  were  pillaged,  the 
churches  were  profaned  and  ftripped 
of  their  ornaments,  heavy  contri¬ 
butions  were  impofed,  and  many  of 
the  remaining  inhabitants  were 
thrown  into  prifon,  while  others, 
terrified  by  the  danger  which  im¬ 
pended  over  them,  abandoned  their 
country  and  their  property,  and 
fought  fhelter  and  charity  among 
the  natives  of  the  neighbouring 
mountains  of  the  Trentine  and 
Tyrol. 

The  peafants  of  the  Veronefe 
had,  meanwhile,  returned  to  their 
own  province,  in  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  the  fenate.  As,  how¬ 
ever,  Verona  was  menaced  with  an 
invaflon  by  the  Brefcians,  the  pea¬ 
fants  flill  kept  the  field,  between 
the  Adige  and  the  Mincio,  and  in 
every  quarter  of the  province  others 
rufhed  to  arms,  fo  that  their  num¬ 
ber  is  faid  to  have  at  laid  fwelled  to 
little  fhort  of  thirty  thoufand. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

Buonaparte  affelis  to  confide r  the  arming  of  the  People  to  be  dangerous  to  his 
Army.  He  fends  Junot  to  Venice  to  inffl  upon  the  Venetian  Government 
difarming  its  Subjects.  Infolent  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Doge  on  this 
occafon.  Lallemant  prefents  a  Note  to  the  Senate ,  of  the  fame  tenor  as 
the  Letter ,  and  calling  for  the  Releaf  of  all  Prifoners  of  State.  San¬ 
guinary  Orders  fent  to  Kilmaine .  Shameful  Conduct  of  Junot.  Fears  of 
the  Senate.  Its  humble  Anfnver  to  Junot.  Vivo  Deputies  appointed  to  confer 
with  Buonaparte.  Letter  of  the  Doge  to  him .  Junot  infifs  on  the  Re  leaf  of 
the  Prifoners  as  a  preliminary .  A  part  of  them  are  releafed.  Application  to 
the  Directory,  fefuitical  Conduit  of  the  Directory.  Bribe  taken  by  Barras 
to  favour  the  V enetian  Republic.  Scandalous  proceedings  on  this  fubjeli . 
Events  which  helped  to  precipitate  the  Ruin  of  Venice •  Contef  at  Ve¬ 
rona r. 
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rvm  Oppofite  Ac  minis  of  it  given  by  the  two  Parties.  The  Citizens 

°P  To  tUre  PriS°*e,rs  the  French  G™rds  at  the  Gates ,  and  let  in  a 
o  y  of  Be af ants.  The  Ma gift  rates  endeavour  to  negotiate  with  the 
trench  Commander.  His  demands.  They  are  rejeded.  The  Man  if 
irates  withdraw  from  the  City .  The  Conteft  continues  for  a  Week. 
Advance  of  the  trench  Columns  towards  Verona.  Variety  of  fkirtnifhcs. 
Severe  Ad  ion  at  Croce  Bianca.  The  Sclavonians  and  Peafants  are  de- 
Jeaud.  Verona  is  compelled  tofurrmder.  Three  of  the  leading  Inhabit¬ 
ants are  put  to  Death  by  the  French  Enormities  committed  at  Verona 
and  m  its  Neighbourhood,  by  the  Conquerors.  Laugicr  attempts  to  end 
the  Port  of  Veu.ee  bj  force.  He  is  billed  by  a  Shot  from  the  Fort  of  Lido 

Ike  Venetian  Deputies  arrive  at  the  Head. Quarters  of  Buonaparte,  at 
gatz.  His  unpromijing  reception  of  them.  His  Conference  with  the 
Deputies.  Arguments  ufed  by  them.  He  threatens  to  be  an  Attila  to 
.  eince.  Conjlernation  of  the  Deputies.  Second  Conference.  Infjts 
offered  to  Buonaparte.  He  manfefts  his  Determination  to  chan  re  the 
Jorm  of  Government.  Alteration  in  the  Tone  of  the  Anftrian  Cabinet. 
Page  of  Buonaparte  on  being  felly  i  formed  of  the  Conteft  at  Verona,  and 
tnt  eat  of  Laugier.  Letter  of  the  Deputies  rrquefting  anotht  r  Inier- 
vuw,  and  A //fiver  of  the  Deputies.  Rfult  of  the  Interview.  Decla. 
latjon  of  'Var  iffued  by  Buonaparte.  1  he  Terra  Firma  revolutionized, 
tirmnefs  of  Angelo  Juftiniani.  Situation  and  Refources  of  Venice.  PufiU 
lanimity  of  the  Venetian  Government.  Laft  Meet  in?  of  the  Senate  An 
illegal  Body  named  a  Conferenza,  is  eftablfted.  °  Its  pit  ful  Condud. 
Meeting  of  the  Great  Council  in  the  midft  of  a  military  force.  It  appoints 
t  oree  Deputies  to  fettle  with  Buonaparte  the  changes  which  are  to  he 
made  Anfwer  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Deputies.  Armftice  granted.  Se¬ 

cond  Meeting  of  the  Great  Council.  It  votes  for  fub  mitting  to  the  wiftes 
of  Buonaparte.  Ar reft  of  the  Inquifitors  of  State,  and  the  Governor  of 

the  hort  of  Lido.  Cowardice  or  treachery  of  the  Conferenza.  It  decides 
to  offer  no  Rftftance  in  cafe  of  the  advance  of  the  French.  A  Vote  paffed 

’Zi/f  the  ^^omans.  Treaty  concluded  with  Buonaparte  at 
Milan  by  the  Venetian  Deputies .  Obfervations  upon  it.  Intrigues  of 
V  i  Lie  tar  d  at  Venice.  The  Government  abdicates.  Infurrection  in  Venice . 
A  l  roviftonal  Municipality  appointed .  Situation  of  Venice  fubfequently 
to  the  Revolution .  y  y  J 


of 


O  r WITHSTANDING  tfc 
^  patriotic  fpirtof  the  nariveso 
the  provinces  of  the  Terra  Firma, 
and  the  refources  which  it  feemed  to 
fupply,  the  ruin  of  Venice  was  ra¬ 
pidly  approaching.  That  fpirit  was 
even  made  a  pretext  for  accelerat¬ 
ing  her  fall.  As  foon  as  Buona¬ 
parte  was  informed  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  Venetian  people  had 
taken  up  arms  to  reduce  the  infur- 
gents,  he  felt,  or  pretended  to  feel. 


alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  his  com¬ 
munications,  and  of  the  rear  of  his 
army.  It  is  more  probable  that, 
as  lie  had  now  concluded  an  armif- 
tice  with  the  Auftrians,  and  knew 
that  he  muft  make  facfifices  to 
bring  about  the  figning  of  a  preli¬ 
minary  treaty,  he  was  defirous  to 
have  an  excufe  for  quarrelling  with 
the  V  enetian  government,  and  com¬ 
pelling  it  to  yield  to  fach  ceffions 
as  he  might  chufe  to  demand, 
f  3  b  4 J  Tunot 
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Junot  was  accordingly  difpatched 
to  Venice,  from  the  F rench  head¬ 
quarters  at  Judenbourg.  He  was 
the  bearer  of  a  letter  to  the  Doge, 
which  was  written  in  the  mod  im¬ 
perious  ftyle.  It  accufed  the  Ve¬ 
netian  government  of  having  re¬ 
warded  the  generous  conduit  of 
France  by  the  blacked  perfidy,  and 
of  having  fummoned  the  peafants 
to  arms  merely  for  the  purpofe  of 
maffacreing  the  French  foldiers, 
many  hundreds  of  whom  had  al¬ 
ready  fallen  victims ;  it  vauntingly 
alked,  whether  he  was  fuppofed 
not  to  have  the  power  of  making 
the  fird  people  in  the  univerfe  re- 
fpe&ed  ;  it  denounced  terrible  ven¬ 
geance  for  the  murders  which  were 
faid  to  have  been  committed  ;  and 
it  infided  that  the  peafants  fhould 
be  indantly  difarmed,  and  that 
thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of  what 
he  denominated  affafii nations,  (hould 
be  delivered  into  his  hands.  Im¬ 
mediate  war  was  threatened  as  the 
penalty  ofrefuffil.  ((  The  Turk, *’ 
faid  the  paffionate  writer,  “  is  not 
at  your  doors,;  no  enemy  menaces 
you ;  you  have  purpofely  given 
occafion  to  pretexts,  which  might 
have  the  femblance  of  judifyingan 
aflemblage  directed  againd  the  ar¬ 
my.  It  (hall  be  diffolved  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  We  are  no  longer  in 
the  age  of  Charles  the  eighth.  If? 
contrary  to  the  obvious  wilh  of  the 
French  government,  you  compel 
me  to  make  war  againd  you,  think 
not  that,  following  the  example  of 
the  foldiers  whom  you  have  called 
forth,  the  French  foldiers  will  ra¬ 
vage  the  fields  of  the  innocent  and 
unfortunate  people  of  the  Terra 
Firms ;  I  will  pro tedl  them,  and 
they  will  one  day  blefs  even  the 
crimes  which  obliged  the  French 
army  to  relcafe  them  from  your 
tyrannical  fwayd*  Such  was  the 


language  in  which  Buonaparte  ad- 
d reded  the  heads  of  a  neutral  date. 
It  is  difficult  to  fay  which  is  beft 
calculated  to  excite  adonilhment, 
his  overbearing  and  vulgar  info- 
lence  to  the  perfons  whom  he  ad- 
dreffed,  or  the  blufhlefs  effrontery 
with  which  he  affirmed  what  he 
knew  to  be  at  variance  with  truth. 

At  the  fame  time  he  indru&ed 
M.  Lallemant  to  prefect  a  note  to 
the  Senate,  demanding,  among  other 
things  of  minor  importance,  and  in 
addition  to  what  was  required  in 
the  letter  to  the  Doge,  that  all  the 
Venetian  troops,  except  fuch  as 
were  in  garrifon  there  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year,  (hould  retire  from 
the  Terra  Firma,  that  the  Senate 
fhould  take  meafures  for  maintain¬ 
ing  tranquillity  in  the  provinces, 
and  not  confine  all  its  care  to  the 
capital,  and  that  all  perfons  who 
had  been  arreded  for  opinions,  and 
whofe  only  crime  was,  in  fa  ft,  that 
they  were  attached  to  the  French, 
fhould  be  fet  at  liberty  without 
delay.  In  return  for  thefe  concef- 
fions,  he  gracioully  repeated  his  of¬ 
fer  of  mediating,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  didurbances  at  Bergamo  and 
Brefcia.  The  Senate  was  allowed 
only  twelve  hours  to  give  a  cate¬ 
gorical  anfwer  to  the  propofitions 
of  the  republican  general. 

In  cafe  the  Senate  did  not  com¬ 
ply  with  thefe  terms,  Kilmaine, 
who  was  left  in  command  in  Lom¬ 
bardy,  was  ordered  to  difarm  the 
peafants,  to  burn  the  villages  of 
thofe  who  oppofed  him,  to  edablifh 
municipalities  in  the  principal  ci¬ 
ties,  and  to  arred  all  the  Venetian 
nobles,  and  all  who  were  mod  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Senate,  that  their 
heads  might  anfwer  for  any  injury 
which  might  be  done  to  the  indi¬ 
viduals  arreded  and  confined  at  Ve¬ 
nice,  in  confequence  of  their  being 
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friendly  to  the  French.  He  was 
exprefsly  enjoined  to  let  no  confi- 
deration  whatever  Hand  in  the  way 
of  his  executing  thefe  benevolent 
orders.  Laftly,  he  was  directed  to 
publifh  a  proclamation,  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Terra  Firma,  holding 
up  to  their  fcorn  and  abhorrence 
the  Venetian  government,  and  pro- 
mifing,  as  was  ufual  with  French 
generals,  prote&ion  to  their  reli¬ 
gion,  their  properties,  and  their 
perfons,  and  the  reftitution  of  thofe 
political  rights  of  which  they  had 
long  been  deprived.  It  has  been 
feen  that  Kilmaine  had  already  an¬ 
ticipated  a  part  of  thefe  orders. 

A  more  lit  perfon  than  Junot 
could  not  have  been  chofen  to  exe¬ 
cute  fuch  a  commiffion  as  that  which 
was  entrufted  to  him.  He  arrived 
at  Venice,  on  the  morning  of  E af¬ 
ter  Sunday,  and  required  that  the 
Senate  fnould  be  inftantly  convok¬ 
ed.  It  was  *in  vain  reprefented 
to  him,  that  the  facrednefs  of  the 
day,  and  its  being  devoted  to  the 
performance  of  religious  duties, 
which  required  the  prefence  of  all 
the  fenators  and  chief  magiflrates 
of  the  republic,  rendered  it  impro¬ 
per  to  comply  with  his  wilh,  and 
even  dangerous,  as  the  people  would 
be  fhockedand  irritated  by  fo  grofs 
an  infult  being  offered  to  their  pi¬ 
ous  rites  and  feelings.  In  fpire  of 
this  reafoning,  and  of  prayers  and 
entreaties,  he  hill  perfifted ;  and 
at  length,  burfling  into  a  fit  of 
rage,  he  threatened  to  declare  war, 
it  obedience  to  his  mandate  were 
longer  delayed.  The  glorious  days 
of  Venice  were  gone  by,  and  its 
once  haughty  rulers  could  now  find 
no  refource,  but  in  abjed  fubmif- 
fion.  The  Senate  was  fummoned, 
and  the  members  took  their  feats 
with  throbbing  hearts.  Each  fe- 
nator  foreboded  fome  dreadful  evil, 
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and  ftifled  murmurs  and  low  whif- 
pers  were  heard  throughout  the 
meeting,  till  filemce  was  command¬ 
ed  by  the  Doge.  Junot  Ihortly 
after  entered  the  hall,  and  arro¬ 
gantly  flung  himfelf  into  a  feat  011 
the  right  hand  of  the  Doge.  Hav¬ 
ing  paufed  a  few  minutes,  as  if  to 
enjoy  the  humiliation  of  thofe 
around  him,  he  ftarted  up,  threw 
his  hat  on  the  ground,  and  read 
the  letter  of  Buonaparte.  No  la¬ 
tent  fpark  of  patrician  pride  was 
kindled  into  a  flame  by  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  this  infolent  epiitle,  or  by 
the  contemptuous  conduct  of  the 
meffenger  who  brought  it.  The 
Doge  replied,  in  a  humble  ftrain, 
that  the  Senate  would  deliberate 
on  the  contents  of  the  letter,  and 
that  it  had  ever  entertained  a  fin- 
cere  refped  and  friendfhip  for  the 
French  republic.  Junot  then  with¬ 
drew,  and  the  affembly  was  ad¬ 
journed. 

In  the  afiernoon  the  Senate  again 
met  to  debate  on  the  miffive  of 
Buonaparte,  and  the  official  note 
from  Lallemanr,  which  had  by 
this  time  been  delivered.  The  re- 
fult  was,  the  appointment  of  two  de¬ 
puties,  brancis  Dona  and  Leonard 
Jufliniani,  to  confer  with  Buona¬ 
parte.  To  junot  was  alfo  given  a 
letter,  from  the  Doge,  to  the  French 
commander- in-chief,  which  Effici¬ 
ently  proved  the  fallen  and  de¬ 
graded  Hate  of  the  Venetian  go¬ 
vernment.  In  the  molt  fubdued 
tone  it  deprecated  the  anger  of 
the  republican  general,  repeated 
the  aflurances  of  friendfhip,  pointed 
out,  as  a  proot  ol  pacific  fentiments, 
the  circumflance  that  the  Venetian 
fubjcfts  had  been  ordered,  even 
when  in  prefence  ol  the  infurgents, 
to  ufe  their  arms  only  in  felf-de- 
fencc,  and,  while  it  offered  to  give 
up  all  perfons  who  had  been  guiltv 
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of  attacking  French  foldiers,  it  im¬ 
plored  his  influence  with  the  Di¬ 
redory,  to  aflilt  in  bringing  back 
to  their  allegiance  the  revolted  ci¬ 
ties  of  Bergamo  and  Brefcia. 

Humiliating  as  this  was  to  the 
Venetians,  it  was  not  enough  fo  to 
fatisfv  M.  Junot.  He  demanded, 
as  a  preliminary  to  its  other  mea. 
fures,  that  the  government  fliould 
fet  at  liberty  every  perfon  who 
was  imprifoned  for  political  opi¬ 
nions  ;  and,  if  this  were  refufed, 
he  threatened  that  he  would  caufe 
a  declaration  of  war  to  be  polled 
up  in  the  ftreets  of  the  capital.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  prevail  on 
him  to  wait  till  the  return  of  the 
two  deputies  ;  but  he  was  immove¬ 
able,  and  the  government  could 
obtain  nothing  more  than  a  com- 
promife,  by  which  it  was  agreed 
that  only  the  Polifli  troops  taken 
at  Salo,  and  fome  of  the  V enctians, 
among  which  were  thofe  whom  he 
chofe  to  name,  fhould  be  immedi¬ 
ately  liberated. 

At  Paris,  meanwhile,  the  Ve¬ 
netian  ambaflador  was  exhaufling 
his  (kill  to  propitiate  the  Direc¬ 
tory  ;  which,  on  its  fide,  was  fedu- 
loully  labouiing  to  delude  him  by 
tergiverfations  and  falfehoods.  He 
was  aflured,  that  the  Diredory 
had  decided  that  the  French  troops 
fliould  take  no  part  in  the  dillur- 
bances  which  had  broken  out  in  the 
Venetian  provinces  ;  that  it  had  a 
fincere  defire  to  remain  at  peace 
with  the  republic  ot  Venice;  that 
it  had  no  reafon  to  attack  that  re¬ 
public  ;  and  that,  though  it  was 
aware  that  Venice  was  accuilomed 
to  fear  and  refped  the  houfe  of  Auf- 
tria,  and  had  even  more  affedion 
for  that  houfe  than  for  France,  the 
Diredory  had  no  complaint  to 
make  of  the  Senate,  and  would  pre¬ 
fer  having  to  do  with  an  old  go- 
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vernmenf,  the  principles  of  which 
were  known,  rather  than  fee  it 
changed  to  another,  which  might, 
perhaps,  ad  on  principles  contrary 
to  the  interell  of  France. 

Confolatory  as  thefe  aflurances 
appeared  to  be,  the  ambaflador, 
from  his  experience  of  the  pall, 
was  not  without  ferious  doubts  of 
their  fincerity,  and  thofe  doubts 
he  did  not  conceal  from  his  em¬ 
ployers.  He  did  not,  however, 
flacken  in  his  exertions.  A  new 
mode  of  faying  the  government  of 
his  country  now  feemed  to  be  of¬ 
fered  to  him,  and  he  refolved  to  fry 
whether  it  might  be  made  avail¬ 
able.  One  of  thofe  fubaltern  in¬ 
triguers,  who  are  always  the  tools, 
and  fometimes  the  vidims,  of  pro¬ 
fligate  men  in  p>ovver,  communi¬ 
cated  to  him  in  fecrecy,  that  two 
of  the  Diredors  oppofed  the  bring¬ 
ing  about  a  revolution  at  Venice, 
that  two  were  for  the  meafure, 
and  that  Barras  was  yet  undecided. 
A  confiderable  pecuniary  reward 
would,  it  was  laid,  induce  the  wa¬ 
vering  Diredor  to  join  thofe  who 
were  well  inclined  to  Venice,  and 
would  thus  fecure  a  majority  in 
favour  of  that  republic.  Appre- 
henlive  of  deception,  Ouerini  re¬ 
plied  that,  whenever  the  revolted 
provinces  were  rellored  to  the  Ve¬ 
netian  fway,  the  required  facrilice 
would  be  cheerfully  made.  At 
length,  after  much  debate  and  chi¬ 
cane,  Barras  fent,  by  his  agent,  a 
formal  declaration,  under  the  of¬ 
ficial  feal  of  the  Diredory,  Hating 
that  orders  had  been  tranfmitted 
to  Buonaparte,  conformable  to  the 
wilh  of  the  Venetian  government; 
and,  as  a  tellimony  of  gratitude  for 
this  kindnefs,  notes,  to  the  amount 
of  700,000  liv res, payable  in  thirty 
days,  were  given  by  Ouerini.  The 
Venetian  rulers  fandioned  the  con- 
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trad  into  which  their  ambaflador 
had  entered.  How  the  promife  of 
Barras  was  performed  will  be  feen 
in  the  fequel  of  this  chapter.  The 
bafenefs  of  this  fraudulent  tranfac- 
tion  was  worthily  crowned,  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  by  the 
arreft  of  M.  Ouerini,  and  his  iin- 
prifonment  in  the  caftle  of  Milan ; 
a  punifhment  which  was  inflided 
on  him  in  confequence  of  his  refu- 
fal  to  difcharge,  out  of  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  fortune,  the  notes  which  had 
been  obtained  from  him  under  falfe 
pretences. 

While  the  deputies  from  the  Se¬ 
nate  were  on  their  way  to  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  Buonaparte,  two  events 
occurred,  which  were  deftined  to 
accelerate  the  deftrudion  of  the 
Venetian  name.  Of  thefe  events 
the  firft,  both  in  point  of  time  and 
of  importance,  was  the  fanguinary 
and  protruded  conflid  which  took 
place  between  the  inhabitants  of 
Verona,  and  the  French  troops  who 
compofed  the  garrifon  of  that  city. 
In  what  manner  the  difaftrous  con- 
teft  originated  it  is  now  impoflible 
to  afcertain.  By  the  French  it  is 
affirmed,  that  the  citizens  were  the 
aggreffors,  and  that  the  fignal  for 
maflacre  was  loud  whiffling,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  ringing  of  the  alarm 
bell,  upon  hearing  which  the  people 
rofe,  and  began  the  daughter.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is,  with  equal 
pofitivenefs,  averted,  that  the  at¬ 
tack  was  premeditated  by  the 
French,  and  was  carried  into  effed 
in  the  molt  treacherous  and  cow¬ 
ardly  manner.  A  fociety  of  young 
artifts,  it  is  faid,  were  quitting  the 
city  with  their  families,  in  order 
to  fpend  the  Eafter  holidays  in  the 
country,  in  doing  which  they  were 
firft  infulted,  and  then  fired  on  by 
the  French.  They  defended  them- 
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felves,  and  during  the  continuance 
of  the  fray  the  city  patroles  came 
up,  on  whom  alfo  the  republicans 
fired.  The  people  then  ran  to  arms, 
and  the  difturbance  rapidly  fpread 
through  the  whole  of  Verona.  It 
is  certain  that  the  French  generals 
were  meditating  the  feizure  of  the 
city,  and  the  difarming  of  its  in¬ 
habitants  ;  and  that  Balland,  the 
republican  commander  in  Verona, 
had  pointed  the  cannon  of  the  three 
forts  againft  the  town,  replenifhed 
his  magazines  with  ammunition, 
and  made  other  preparations  for  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  no  lefs  certain, 
that  the  minds  of  the  citizens  and 
peafants  were  in  a  high  ftate  of 
irritation  againft  the  French,  whom 
they  looked  upon,  and  not  unjuftly, 
as  having  long  been  occupied  in  de¬ 
grading  andoppreffing  the  Venetian 
people,  and  as  feeling  no  reluCtance 
to  perform  that  office. 

It  was  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
feventeenth  of  April  that  the  con- 
teft  began  at  Verona.  The  firing 
of  the  cannon  from  the  caftles, 
which  was  directed  againft  the  city, 
and  by  which  a  part  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  palace  was  deftroyed,  was  the 
firft  notice  which  the  people  of  Ve¬ 
rona  received  that  they  were  now 
confidered  as  being  at  war  with  the 
French  republic.  Roufed  by  this 
unexpected  attack,  they  haftily 
feized  their  weapons,  the  alarm 
bell  was  rung,  and  the  ftreets  were 
fpeedily  thronged  by  an  irritated 
multitude.  Such  of  the  French  as 
had  not  time  to  reach  the  caftles 
were  purfued  and  flaughtered  by 
the  enraged  populace.  More  than 
a  hundred  of  them  fpeedily  perifhet} 
in  this  manner.  The  next  Hep 
taken  by  the  citizens  was  to  fall 
upon  the  French  who  guarded  the 
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city  gates.  At  the  gate  of  Sr. 
Zeno  were  a  hundred  and  fifty  of 
the  enemy,  at  that  of  Vefcovo, 
feventy,  and  eighty  at  that  of  St. 
George.  They  were  attacked  by 
three  divifions,  under  Francis  Emi- 
li,  captain  Coldogno,  and  count 
Nogarola,  all  of  whom  fucceeded 
in  compelling  the  republicans  to 
furrender.  The  way  was  thus 
opened  for  the  peafants  and  Scla- 
vonians  to  enter  and  affift  their 
friends.  To  the  Auftrian  general, 
Laudohn,  who  was  defeending  from 
the  Tyrol,  a  meflenger  was  dis¬ 
patched,  entreating  him  to  haften 
to  the  fuccour  of  the  people  of 
Verona, 

Filled  with  aftonifhment  by  the 
cannonade  and  the  tumult,  and 
trembling  for  the  confequences,  the 
proveditor  and  the  podeftat  flatten¬ 
ed  to  put  a  flop  to  the  ringing  of 
the  alarm  bell,  to  hoift  a  white 
flag,  and  to  fend  two  meflengers, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  parley  with 
the  French  general.  The  firing 
from  the  forts  of  St,  Peter  and  St. 
Felix  was  fufpended,  on  their 
commanders  perceiving  the  flag  ; 
but  that  from  the  Old  Caflle  was 
ftill  kept  up.  An  officer  was  now 
fent  out  by  the  French  to  confer 
with  the  magiflrates,  whofe  refi- 
dence  he  at  laft  reached  unhurt, 
after  having  been  feveral  times  on 
the  point  of  falling  a  facrifice  to 
the  rage  of  the  people.  It  was 
agreed  with  him,  that  a  veil  fliould 
be  thrown  over  the  part,  that  the 
armed  peafants  fliould  be  difmifled, 
and  that,  on  the  other  fide,  no  more 
French  troops  fliould  enter  the 
place.  Inttead,  however,  of  rati¬ 
fying  this  agreement,  general  Bal- 
land  infilled,  that  not  only  the  pea¬ 
fants,  but  alfo  the  citizens,  fliould 
be  difiirmcd,  that  the  city  fliould 


give  fix  hoftages,  to  be  chofen  by 
himfelf,  and  that  he  fliould  receive 
prompt  and  full  fatisfattion  for  the 
murders  which  had  been  committed 
on  the  republican  foldiers.  Only 
three  hours  were  allowed  to  com¬ 
plete  the  difarming.  Enraged  ftill 
more  by  this  proportion,  the  popu¬ 
lace  again  opened  a  heavy  fire  on 
the  forts,  loudly  demanded  to  be 
led  to  ftorm  them,  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  plundered  the 
houfes  of  the  French,  and  of  thofe 
who  were  friendly  to  them.  Find¬ 
ing  that  they  had  no  longer  any 
controul  over  the  multitude,  and 
fearing  to  be  thought  participators 
in  thefe  hoftile  proceedings,  the  pro¬ 
veditor  and  the  podeftat  retired  to 
Vicenza  on  the  following  morning. 
They  Were,  however,  pievailedon 
1  to  return  to  their  poll,  by  the  pro¬ 
veditor  general,  Erizzo. 

This  conteft  was  continued  from 
the  feventeenth  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  April;  but  a  detailed 
narrative  of  it  would  be  as  tedious 
from  the  monotony  of  its  events, 
as  fhocking  from  the  nature  of 
them.  Each  day  difplayed  a  feries 
of  fkirmifties,  fallics,  cannonadings 
and  bombardments,  between  the 
forts  and  the  people,  interrupted 
occafionally  by  fhort  truces  and  at¬ 
tempts  to  treat,  in  which  each  party 
propofed  terms  that  were  difdain- 
fully  re  jetted  by  thofe  to  whom 
they  were  offered.  The  city  was 
fet  on  fire,  in  feveral  quarters,  by 
the  bombs  and  red-hot  balls,  and 
fuffered  greatly.  The  lofs  of  the 
French  was,  on  the  other  hand,  not 
inconfiderable. 

Had  Laudohn  joined  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  the  republican  garrifon 
muft,  in  all  probability,  have  fur- 
rendered.  Unfortunately.  after  he 
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his  progrcfs  was  arrefted,  by  his 
receiving  intelligence  of  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms  between  the  Archduke 
Charles  and  Buonaparte.  Ilis  re¬ 
treat,  neverthelefs,  though  it  was  a 
fatal  blow  to  them,  did  not  difcou- 
rage  the  citizens,  who,  perhaps, 
flattered  themfelves  that  it  would 
be  only  momentary.  But  their 
hopes  were  vain,  and  a  force  was 
gathering  round  them  which  they 
were  ill  prepared  to  refill.  To  hold 
Verona  was  an  objed  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance,  that  the  republicans  hur¬ 
ried  thitherward  with  their  divi- 
fions  from  all  quarters.  Vidor  ad¬ 
vanced  from  the  flde  of  Padua, 
Chabran  from  that  of  Mantua,  and 
Kilmaine,  who  was  left  in  charge 
of  Lombardy,  quitted  Milan  to 
dired  the  movements  of  the  troops. 

The  French  were  not  allowed  to 
inarch  unoppofed  by  the  peafants 
who  had  taken  the  field.  At  De- 
fenzano,  Pefcantina,  and  other 
places,  the  loyal  Venetians  endea¬ 
voured  to  impede  their  progrefs, 
and,  though  they  failed  in  their 
purpofe,  the  triumph  of  their  ad- 
verfaries  was  fometimes  bought  at 
a  heavy  expence  of  blood.  The 
molt  fevere  of  thefe  adions  was 
fought,  by  the  Sclavonians  and  a 
body  of  peafants,  againft  the  divi- 
flon  of  Chabran,  at  the  village  of 
Croce-bianca,  under  the  walls  of 
Verona.  The  French  were  attacked 
by  the  Sclavonians,  who  carried 
Croce-bianca,  and  firmly  cllablilhed 
themfelves  there.  Chabran  was  now 
in  a  dangerous  fituation,  Ihut  in 
between  the  city,  the  Adige,  and 
the  Sclavonians  and  peafants.  A 
Tally  from  the  city  was  driven 
back,  but  feveral  attempts  to  reco¬ 
ver  the  village  were  repul  fed,  with 
great  daughter.  The  battle  was 
at  length  decided  in  favour  of  the 


republicans,  by  the  blowing  up  oi 
an  entrenched  houfe,  which  con¬ 
tained  the  Sclavonian  powder  ma¬ 
gazine.  By  this  dreadful  exploit  on 
five  hundred  men  were  deftroyed, 
and  the  remainder  were  fmitten 
with  terror.  The  French  feized 
this  critical  moment  to  charge,  and 
they  obtained  an  eafy  and  complete 
vidory  ;  the  furvivirig  Sclavonians 
being  either  cut  down  or  made  pri- 
foners,  and  the  peafants  being  dif- 
perfed  in  all  diredions. 

The  doling  round  them  of  the 
French  divifions  had  no  doubt 
thrown  a  damp  on  the  courage  of  the 
citizens  of  Verona  ;  their  courage 
was  now  extinguifhedby  the  melan¬ 
choly  news  that  the  emperor  had 
flgned  the  preliminaries  of  peace. 
They  found  themfelves  expofed  to 
the  vengeance  of  the  whole  of  the 
republican  forces,  and  without  the 
remoteft  chance  of  fuccour.  In  this 
fituation  of  affairs,  the  proveditors 
and  the  podeftat  endeavoured  to 
negotiate.  They  were,  however, 
in  too  defperate  a  ftate  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  have  any  influence  in  the 
framing  of  the  conditions.  The 
French  knew  that  every  thing  was 
at  their  mercy,  and  they  a  Ted  ac¬ 
cordingly.  The  foie  terms  which 
they  would  grant  were,  in  fad,  a 
furrender  at  difcretion ;  not  even 
life  and  property  being  protcded  by 
any  ftipulation.  Independent  of 
an  univerfal  difarming  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  flxteen  of  the  principal  perfons 
of  the  city,  among  whom  were  the 
proveditors,  were  demanded  as  hof- 
tages.  Terrified  by  this  demand, 
the  proveditors  bafely  fled,  and  left 
the  people  to  the  forbearance  of  the 
vidors.  The  French  entered  Ve¬ 
rona  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April, 
and  loft  no  time  in  exercifing  what 
they  probably  confidcred  as  the 
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mod  facred  part  of  the  right  of 
conqueft.  It  is  true  they  had  pro- 
mifed,  that  in  the  French  the  van- 
quifhed  fhould  find  generous  con¬ 
querors,  who  never  wifhed  to  con¬ 
found  the  innocent  with  the  guilty  ; 
but  the  breaking  of  their  promifes, 
when  it  was  not  convenient  to  keep 
them,  does  not  appear,  in  any  in- 
ftance,  to  have  been  looked  upon 
by  the  republicans  as  an  aft  of  cri¬ 
minality.  Three  of  the  leading 
inhabitants,  whofe  only  crime  was 
their  courage  and  loyalty,  and  who 
had  often  treated  the  wounded 
French  with  the  tendered:  humanity, 
were  led  out  to  be  Ihot  in  public. 
Ruinous  contributions  of  all  kinds, 
were  immediately  impofed  on  the 
citizens,  and  thefe  were  afterwards 
more  than  doubled  by  a  mandate 
from  Buonaparte.  Nor  was  this 
the  word.  The  citizens  were  in- 
fulted  and  pitilefly  mifufed  ;  the 
fiiops  and  houfes  were  pillaged,  fo 
that  all  trade  was  at  a  hand ;  the 
Monte  di  Pieta  was  broken  open,  and 
the  property  depofited  in  pledge 
there  by  the  poor  was  carried  off, 
to  a  vaft  amount ;  and  even  the 
churches  were  plundered  of  every 
article  which  could  fwell  the  fpoils 
of  the  republican  robbers.  The 
neighbouring  country  was  not 
fpared  any  more  than  the  city ; 
and  thofe  who  had  the  temerity  to 
murmur  were  punifhed  by  the  con¬ 
flagration  of  their  homes.  Whole 
villages  were  thus  depopulated, 
rind  their  inhabitants,  naked,  ftarv- 
ing,  and  houfelefs,  were  reduced  to 
wander  in  the  fields  and  woods.  To 
fuch  a  height  were  thefe  enormi¬ 
ties  carried,  that  Augereau  him- 
felf,  though  a  declared  enemy  to 
the  Venetians,  could  not  forbear 
from  forcibly  tefiifying,  to  Buona¬ 
parte,  his  difapprobation  of  the 


manner  in  which  the  people  of  Ve- 
rona  arid  its  vicinity  were  op- 
prefled  by  the  French. 

It  has  been  poetically  laid,  that 
fC  when  forrows  come,  they  come 
not  Angle  fpies,  but  whole  batta¬ 
lions/'  This  was  exemplified  with 
refpeft  to  Venice.  As  if  the  contefi 
at  Verona  had  not  been  fufficient  to 
roufe  into  fury  the  paffions  of  Buo¬ 
naparte,  another  unexpefted  and 
fatal  event  occurred  at  the  fame 
period.  This  event  was  the  death 
of  Laugier,  the  commander  of  a 
French  vefiel,  called  Le  Liberateur 
de  1’Italie,  who  was  killed  by  a 
fhot  from  the  fort  of  Lido,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  port  of  Venice.  As 
it  had  happened  in  the  cafe  of  Ve¬ 
rona,  fo  did  it  happen  here,  that 
two  direftly  oppofite  accounts  were 
given  of  the  circumfiance  by  the 
two  oppofite  parties.  By.  the  Ve¬ 
netians  it  was  faid,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  well  known  law,  pro¬ 
hibiting  foreign  armed  veflels  from 
entering  the  port  of  Venice,  and  in 
fpite  of  a  regular  notice  given  to 
him  that  he  could  not  be  admitted, 
Laugier  infolently  replied  that  no¬ 
thing  fhould  prevent  his  entrance, 
and  that  he  then  pufiied  into  the 
harbour  among  the  veflels,  opened 
his  guns  on  them,  and  aftually  at¬ 
tempted  to  fet  one  of  them  on  fire. 
Upon  this  the  cannon  of  the  fort 
were  pointed  againfi  him  ;  he  him- 
felf  fell ;  feveral  of  the  crew  were 
killed  ;  and  the  fhip  was  captured. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  French  re- 
prefented  the  conduft  of  the  Vene¬ 
tians  in  the  light  of  an  unprovoked, 
treacherous,  and  cruel  attack  on  a 
veflel  which  had  committed  no 
hoftility,  but  had  merely  fought  a 
fhelter  from  the  purfuit  of  two 
Auftrian  fhips,  arid  from  the  tern- 
pefiuous  weather.  Laugier  had  not, 
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they  faid,  even  time  allowed  him 
to  retire,  as  he  was  prepared  to  do, 
in  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
the  Venetian  officers,  before  a  fu¬ 
rious  cannonade  was  commenced, 
of  which  he  was  the  firft  vidlim. 
With  two  fuch  contradictory  ac¬ 
counts  as  evidence,  reafon  is  the 
only  guide  which  can  lead  us  to 
the  difeovery  of  truth.  The  fcale, 
then,  preponderates  on  the  Vene¬ 
tian  fide.  The  haughty  manner  in 
which  French  officers  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  treat  thofe  whom  they 
fuppofed  to  be  proftrate,  may  juf- 
tify  a  belief  that  Laugier  was 
the  aggreffior,  notwithftanding  the 
weaknefs  of  his  force  ;  but  it  is 
almoft  impoffible  tofuppofe  that  the 
Venetian  government,  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  a  fuppliant  to  Buonaparte,  and 
trembling  at  his  frown,  would  have 
ventured  to  irritate  him  into  im¬ 
placable  hatred,  by  the  commiffion 
of  an  adl  of  barbarity  equally  wan¬ 
ton  and  ufelefs. 

It  was  under  thefe  finifier  auf- 
pices  that  the  deputies  from  the 
Senate  proceeded  on  their  way  to 
the  head  quarters  of  Buonaparte,  at 
Gratz,  in  Styria.  Every  thing 
that  they  heard,  in  the  courfe  of 
their  journey,  was  calculated  to 
infpire  them  with  melancholy  fore¬ 
bodings  as  to  the  refult  of  their 
million.  Before  they  reached  Gratz, 
they  were  informed  of  the  con  tell 
which  was  then  raging  at  Verona, 
and  they  felt  that  this  unopportune 
event  would,  in  all  likelihood, 
prove  an  infurmountable  bar  to 
their  fuccefs.  With  the  death  of 
Laugier  they  were  not  yet  ac¬ 
quainted.  Their  fears  were  height¬ 
ened  by  the  various  reports,  all  of 
them  dilheartening,  which  were 
every  where  circulated,  in  one 
place  they  were  told  that  Venice 


had  declared  war  againft.  France  ; 
in  another,  that  peace  had  been 
figned  by  the  emperor  ;  and,  as 
they  travelled  onward,  the  latter 
rumour  hourly  gained  ilrength,  and 
was  rendered  doubly  alarming,  by 
the  belief  which  was  generally  en¬ 
tertained,  that  a  part,  if  not  the 
whole  of  the  Venetian  dates,  was 
allotted  to  Auftria,  as  the  price  of 
the  ceffions  which  file  had  made  to 
France.  When  the  deputies  arrived 
at  Leoben,  they  were  greeted  by 
the  furious  exclamations  of  the 
French  foldiers,  who  vowed  to  take 
ample  vengeance  for  the  death  of 
their  companions  in  arms. 

Buonaparte  received  them  with 
a  cold  politenefs,  and  iiftened,  with¬ 
out  interrupting  them,  to  their  af- 
furances,  explanations,  and  pro- 
mifes.  From  his  filence  and  his 
manner  they  drew  an  unfavourable 
omen.  At  length  he  exclaimed, 
“  Well,  then  !  are  the  prifoners 
fet  at  liberty  ?”  It  was  replied, 
that  a  part  of  them  had  been  en¬ 
larged  ;  but,  far  from  fatisfying 
him,  this  feemed  to  excite  his  an¬ 
ger,  and  he  threatened  to  march  to 
Venice  himfelf,  and  break  open  the 
prifon  gates.  Opinions,  he  de¬ 
clared,  ought  to  be  free.  To  this 
principle  the  deputies  gave  their 
alfent  ;  adding,  however,  that  a 
fmall  minority,  could  have  no  right 
to  do  violence  to  the  whole  of  a 
faithful  population;  and  they  hint¬ 
ed  that  many  of  the  prifoners,  the 
Brefcians,  for  inftance,  had  been 
confined,  not  in  confequence  of 
their  opinions,  but  of  their  having 
been  captured  while  they  were 
making  a  wanton  attack  on  their 
fellow  fubjedls.  Evading  a  dif- 
cuflion  on  this  point,  he  next  in¬ 
filled  on  the  punifhment  of  thofe  by 
whom  his  foldiers  had  been  malfa- 
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cred.  He  was  told  that  his 
fhould  be  complied  with,  whenever 
he  would  indicate  the  offenders ; 
to  which  he  anfwered,  that  the  Ve¬ 
netian  government  hadfpies  enough 
to  enable  it  to  difcoverthe  guilty, 
and  that  if  it  did  not  poffefs  the 
means  to  keep  the  people  within 
bounds,  it  was  inefficient,  and  de¬ 
fer  ved  to  be  deflroyed. 

“  We  reprefented  to  him,’’  fay 
the  deputies,  in  their  report  to  the 
Senate,  “  that  no  police  could  en¬ 
tirely  keep  down  feveral  millions 
of  fubjeds,  much  lefs  over-maker 
opinions,  which,  indeed,  according 
to  his  own  affertion,  ought  to  be 
free  ;  and  which,  among  the  pea- 
fantry,  had  their  origin  in  the  ra- 
vaging  of  the  fields  and  dwellings : 
that,  if  the  people  hated  the  French, 
the  circumkance  ought  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  difaflers  of  the  war.” 

This  home  truth  feems  to  have 
flung  the  French  general.  (( Here/' 
fay  they,  “  he  interrupted  us 
again."  il  Let  us  come  to  the 
point.  If  all  thofe  who  have  com¬ 
mitted  outrages  againfl  France 
are  not  chaflifed,  all  the  prifoners 
freed,  the  Englifh  minifler  driven 
away,  the  people  difarmed,  and  if 
Venice  does  not  make  her  eledion 
between  England  and  France,  I 
declare  war  againfl  you.  I  have 
concluded  a  peace  with  the  empe¬ 
ror;  I  might  have  penetrated  to 
Vienna  ;  I  declined  it  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  I  have  eighty  thoufand  men, 
and  twenty  gun  boats.  I  will  fuf- 
fer  an  inquisition  to  exifl  no  lon¬ 
ger  ;  1  will  no  longer  fuffer  a  Se¬ 
nate  ;  I  will  be  an  Attila  to  Ve¬ 
nice.  When  prince  Charles  was 
oppofing  me,  I  offered  the  alliance 
of  France  to  M.  Pesaro  ;  I  offered 
him  our  mediation  to  reflore  tran¬ 
quillity  to  the  infurgcnt  cities.  He 
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refufed  it,  becaufe  he  wanted  a  pre¬ 
text  to  keep  the  population  under 
arms,  that  he  might  cut  off  my  re¬ 
treat,  in  cafe  I  fhould  be  obliged 
to  make  one.  Now,  if  you  fue 
for  what  I  then  offered,  I  refufe 
you  in  my  turn.  1  have  no  longer 
any  wifn  for  an  alliance  with  you  ; 
I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
your  projects  ;  I  will  impofe  the 
law  upon  you.  It  is  too  late  to 
endeavour  to  deceive  me,  for  the 
purpofe  of  gaining  time,  as  you  are 
trying  to  do  by  your  mission.  I 
know  very  well  that  your  govern¬ 
ment,  which  could  not  arm  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  troops  of  the  belligerent 
powers  from  entering  into  its  ter¬ 
ritories,  has  not  now  the  means  of 
disarming  the  people.  I  will  take 
that  upon  myfelf.  I  will  difarm 
the  people  in  spite  of  it.  The  no¬ 
bles  of  your  provinces,  who  are  no¬ 
thing  more  than  your  slaves,  ought, 
like  the  others,  to  have  a  share  in 
the  government ;  but  that  govern¬ 
ment  is  become  antiquated,  and  it 
mull  fall  to  pieces." 

The  deputies  were  for  a  while 
flruck  dumb  by  this  unexpeded 
denunciation.  At  length,  when 
they  were  a  little  recovered  from 
their  aftonifhmenf,  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  foften  him  by  every  ar¬ 
gument  and  inducement  which  was 
calculated  to  produce  a  favour¬ 
able  effed  on  his  mind.  They 
foothed,  they  fupplicated,  they 
flattered,  they  promifed  ;  they  ap¬ 
pealed  to  his  justice,  and  to  that  of 
the  French  republic.  He,  however, 
difmiffed  them  without  any  defi¬ 
nite  anfwer  ;  but  invited  them  to 
dine  with  him  on  the  morrow,  and 
continue  the  conference. 

The  dinner  was  a  painful  one 
for  the  deputies.  Though  perfo- 
nally  they  were  treated  with  an 
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affeftation  of  politenefs,  they  were, 
during  the  whole  of  the  repaft, 
infulted  by  numberlefs  queftions 
and  remarks,  every  one  of  which 
either  expreffed,  or  implied,  a  ca¬ 
lumny  on  the  government  of  Ve¬ 
nice.  When  they  ventured  to 
revert  to  the  object  of  their  mif- 
fion  they  found  that  Buonaparte 
was  not  become  more  propitious  to 
it  than  he  was  on  the  preceding 
day.  He  fpoke  the  language  of 
undifguifed  contempt  and  menace  ; 
and  plainly  fhowed  that  he  was  re- 
folved  to  effeft  a  change  in  the 
Venetian  conftitution.  The  depu¬ 
ties,  in  rendering  to  the  Senate  an 
account  of  what  they  had  done, 
could  give  it  no  hope  that  the  an¬ 
cient  forms  would  be  buffered  to 
exift.  Nor  did  they  hide  from  it 
their  fears,  that  a  partition  of  the 
Dates  of  Venice  was  alfo  more  than 
barely  probable;  aconclufion  which 
they  were  led  to  draw,  not  fo  much 
from  the  fpeeches  of  Buonaparte,  as 
from  the  ftri&  fecrecy  obferved 
concerning  the  recently  concluded 
preliminariesof  peace.  This  gloomy 
prognoftic  received  almolf  complete 
confirmation  from  the  change  which 
took  place  in  the  tone  of  the  Aus¬ 
trian  cabinet,  with  refpeft  to  Ve¬ 
nice,  and  alfo  from  fome  ominous 
words  which  were  dropped  by  the 
Marquis  de  Gallo. 

Such  being  the  feelings  and  de- 
figns  of'the  French  general,  while 
the  contefl  at  Verona  was  yet  im¬ 
perfectly  known  to  him,  and  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  death  of  Lau- 
gier,  it  is  manifeft  that  the  Vene¬ 
tians  had  every  thing  to  dread 
from  his  augmented  rage,  as  foon 
as  he  became  acquainted  with  thofe 
two  events.  Thofe  events  did, 
indeed,  excite  his  paftion  to  the 
higheft  pitch  ;  but  the  fate  of  Lau- 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


gier  feems  to  have  produced  upon 
him  a  ftronger  efteft  than  even  the 
Daughter  at  Verona.  i(  A  terrible 
example  muff  be  made  of  Venice  ; 
we  mu  ft  have  blood  1”  faid  he,  in 
his  difpatch  to  the  Dire&ory ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  he  ordered  Lalle- 
mant  to  quit  Venice,  and  angrily- 
reproached  him  for  having  ftayed 
there  fo  long. 

The  deputies  were  on  their  re¬ 
turn  to  the  capital,  when  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Senate  a  courier, 
with  the  appalling  intelligence  of 
the  death  of  Laugier,  Not  daring, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  to  face 
Buonaparte,  they  addreffed  to  him 
a  letter  on  the  fubjeft.  Frefti 
events,  and  frefh  orders  from  the 
Senate,  compelled  them,  however, 
to  hazard  the  requeft  of  an  inter¬ 
view  ;  and,  meanwhile,  they  trem¬ 
blingly  awaited  his  arrival  at  Palma 
Nova.  The  letter,  in  which  they 
folicited  this  favour,  was  in  the 
moft  pufillanimous  ftrain.  His  re¬ 
ply  was  ftern  and  imperious ;  but 
he  granted  their  requeft,  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  his  prefence.  This  in¬ 
terview,  like  the  others,  was  a 
feene  of  threats  and  haughtinefs 
on  the  one  fide,  of  prayers  and  de- 
bafement  on  the  other.  It  ended 
by  a  vehement  inveCtive,  from 
Buonaparte,  againft  the  Venetian 
rulers,  and  a  relufal  to  liften  to  any 
propofals,  till  thofe  whom  he  con- 
fidered  as  criminals  were  delivered 
into  his  hands. 

Nofooner  had  the  deputies  quit¬ 
ted  his  prefence  than  the  French 
general  iffued  a  declaration  of 
war.  It  confifted  of  fifteen  ar¬ 
ticles  ol  complaint,  or  rather  of 
impeachment,  againft  the  Venetian 
government ;  fome  of  them  were 
fa  He,  fome  frivolous,  but  all  of 
them  filled  with  vaunting  and 
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abufe.  The  death  of  Laugier  and 
the  conflift  of  Verona  held  the  moil 
confpicuous  place  in  this  accufa- 
tory  array.  Among  the  grievances 
•which  it  appeared  that  the  French 
had  to  avenge,  was,  their  having 
been  i(  called  by  the  names  of  Ja¬ 
cobins,  regicides,  and  atheifts 
names  which,  harfh  as  they  might 
then  found,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  many  of  them  had  too  well 
deferved. 

A  declaration  of  war  was,  in 
this  cafe,  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
formality.  At  the  moment  of  its 
appearance,  there  was  little  left  to 
conquer.  Already  the  French  ge¬ 
nerals  had  anticipated  the  will  of 
theirleader,  andhadfeized  on  what 
had  till  then  remained  untouched 
of  the  Terra  Firms.  Vicenza, 
Padua,  and  all  the  neighbouring 
towns,  had  been  entered  by  the  re¬ 
publican  troops  ;  the  banner  of  St. 
Mark  had  been  every  where  torn 
down ,  the  governors  had  been  ex¬ 
pelled,  and  municipalities  efta. 
blifhed.  No  where  was  there  any 
attempt  made  to  relift  the  enemy. 
One  man  alone  manifefted  a  greater 
degree  of  courage  than  his  country¬ 
men.  This  was  Angelo  Juttiniani, 
the  proveditor  of  Trevifo,  who,  on 
being  ordered  to  quit  the  city, 
xefufed  to  depart  till  his  govern¬ 
ment  recalled  him ;  nor  did  he 
yield  till  Buonaparte  had  repeat¬ 
edly  menaced  him  with  inftartt 
death.  At  the  beginning  of  May, 
the  French  army  was  encamped  on 
the  borders  of  the  Adriatic,  within 
fight  of  Venice. 

Stripped  of  all  her  continental 
poffeffions,  the  Venetian  republic 
was  now  reduced  within  the  nar¬ 
row  limits  which  fhe  owned  when, 
at  the  remote  period  of  more  than 
thirteen  centuries,  the  devaluating 


fword  of  the.  firft  Attila  drove  a 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Venetia  to  feek,  among 
the  marfhes  and  illands  of  the  Ad¬ 
riatic  fea,  a  Ihelter  from  his  fury. 
Venice  alone,  the  heart  of  the  re¬ 
public,  was  yet  unfubdued.  But 
the  patricians  of  the  capital  were 
not  infpired  by  that  Unconquerable 
fpirit  which  animated  their  fore¬ 
fathers  to  rife  fuperior  to  circum- 
ftances,  and  to  lay,  amidft  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  danger,  and  poverty,  the 
foundations  of  a  mighty  empire. 
They  fhrunk  from  toil  and  peril, 
and  were  content  to  ranfom  life 
and  riches  at  the  coft  of  fame  and 
honour.  Had  their  courage  been 
ft  ill  unbroken,  they  were,  at  this 
moment,  not  without  refources, 
which  urould  have  enabled  them 
long  to  laugh  to  fcorn  the  fruftrate 
efforts  of  thefecond  Attila.  Seated 
amidft  the  waves,  and  approachable 
only  by  narrow  and  winding  paf- 
fages  through  a  labyrinth  offhoals, 
Venice  may  be  confidered  as  being 
almoft  impregnable,  even  without 
any  other  than  its  natural  means 
of  defence.  Other  and  effectual 
means  of  defence  were,  however, 
in  the  hands  of  the  government. 
Thirty-feven  gallies,  zebecks  and 
feluccas,  and  a  hundred  and  fixty- 
eight  gun  boats  and  floating  bat¬ 
teries,  carrying  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  manned 
by  more  than  eight  thoufand  Tea¬ 
men  and  cannoneers,  compofed  the 
naval  force  which  covered  the  ca¬ 
pital.  This  was  feconded  by  nu¬ 
merous  batteries  and  forts,  in  all 
the  illands,  fo  that  every  acceffible 
point  might  be  laid  to  be  hermeti¬ 
cally  clofed.  As  faft  as  the  troops 
were  expelled  from  the  Terra  Fir- 
ma  they  returned  to  Venice,  and 
the  city  was  at  length  garrifuned 
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by  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
Italians,  nearly  thrice  as  many 
Sclavonians,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  its  armed  inhabitants. 
Nor  was  there  any  thing  to  dread 
from  the  flow  but  fure  hofHlity  of 
famine.  In  the  magazines  were 
provifions  for  eight  months,  and 
the  quantity  of  water  in  (lore  was 
fufficient  to  laft  for  two  months. 
Mailers  of  the  fea,  the  Venetians 
would  have  had  no  obftacle  to  en¬ 
counter  in  obtaining  fupplies.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  all  thefe  abundant  means, 
they  had  the  fquadron  and  troops 
at  Corfu,  and  the  other  ifl'ands  ; 
all  of  which  might  have  reinforced 
them  without  oppofition.  Buona¬ 
parte,  on  the  other  hand,  had  no 
means  of  conveyance  for  his  troops  ; 
and  though,  in  the  heat  of  his  paf- 
fion,  he  talked  ofconftruCting  rafts, 
his  cooler  judgment  would  have 
prevented  him  from  attempting  to 
put  in  execution  a  project  which 
was  fo  palpably  abfurd.  With  fuch 
refources  as  the  Venetian  govern¬ 
ment  could  yet  command,  a  wife 
and  vigorous  government  would 
have  fet  the  French  general  at  de¬ 
fiance  ;  would  have  haralfed  him 
by  unexpeCIeddefcents ;  would  have 
wafted  his  ftren^th  in  a  tedious  and 
ondeciftve  warfare,  which  he,  lefs 
than  anv  other  man  could  endure  ; 
would,  perhaps,  have  ftimulated  the 
Italians  to  reftftance  ;  and  if  it  were 
doomed  at  length  to  fall,  would  at 
leak  have  fallen  crowned  with 
glory,  and  foothed  by  what  one  of 
our  greateft  orators  and  writers 
has  eloquently  termed  fe  the  balmy 
pity  of  mankind.”  Such  a  go¬ 
vernment  would  not  have  facri- 
ftced  at  once  its  exiftence  and  its 
ehara&er.  The  one,  it  is  not  al¬ 
ways  in  the  power  of  ttates,  any 
more  than  of  individuals,  to  pre- 
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ferve  ;  of  the  other,  nothing  but 
their  errors  or  crimes  can  ever 
deprive  them. 

The  Venetian  government  was, 
however,  neither  wife  nor  vigo¬ 
rous.  Completely  ftultified  and 
effete,  it  had  not  nerve  enough  re¬ 
maining  to  rally  for  a  moment,  and 
difplay  the  courage  which  even 
cowards  are  faid  fometimes  to  ac¬ 
quire  from  defpair.  It  was  drop¬ 
ping  to  pieces  at  the  mere  found 
of  its  enemy’s  voice.  The  Senate 
met  for  the  laft  time  on  the  29th 
of  April,  and  it  clofed  its  fitting, 
i(  by  urging  to  the  provediror  of 
the  lagunes  and  coafts,  to  provide 
for  the  fo-often  recommended  de¬ 
fence  of  the  capital  ;  to  the  in- 
quifttors  of  ftate,  to  keep  a  watch¬ 
ful  eye  on  every  clafs  of  perfons  j 
and,  to  the  deputies  of  the  victu¬ 
alling  department,  to  coiled  the 
greateft  poffible  ftock  of  provifions, 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting  for 
the  fupply  of  the  metropolis.”  This 
was  falutary  counfel ;  but  it  was 
not  followed;  and  with  the  Senate 
expired,  at  leaft  among  the  higher 
claffes,  the  laft  faint  glean*  of  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit. 

It  was  to  the  Senate  that  ought 
to  have  been  fubmitted  the  queftion 
of  the  changes  which  Buonaparte 
demanded  to  be  made.  But,  it 
appears  that  either  timidity  or 
treachery  induced  fome  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  college  to  fear,  that  the 
Senators  might,  on  this  important 
occafton,  prove  lefs  complying  than 
they  wiihed  them  to  be.  Inftcad, 
therefore,  of  the  Senate  being  con¬ 
voked,  a  fort  of  fecret  committee, 
with  the  name  of  a  Conferenza,  or 
conference  ;  an  afiembly  unrecog¬ 
nized  by  the  Venetian  conftitution, 
and  confequently  illegal ;  was  cal¬ 
led  together  privately  in  the  Doge’s 
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chamber,  to  deliberate  on  the  dif- 
patches  from  the  two  deputies.  It 
confided  of  forty- three  members, 
among  which  were  the  twenty-fix 
perfons  who  formed  that  body 
which  was  called  the  College.  The 
plans  which  were  fuggefted  in  this 
meeting  were  as  frivolous,  or  as 
daftardly,  as  its  origin  was  illegi¬ 
timate.  Daniel  Delfino  advifad 
that  a  friend,  whom  he  named,  of 
the  French  general,  fhould  be  in- 
treated  to  ufe  his  influence  in  be¬ 
half  of  Venice  ;  but  this  advice 
was  juftly  ridiculed  as  puerile  by 
Anthony  Capello.  While  they 
were  debating,  news  was  brought  to 
them  that,  the  French  were  prepar¬ 
ing  to  crofs  the  lagunes ;  upon 
which  the  Doge  himfelf  wandered 
about  the  chamber  in  a  date  of  ter¬ 
ror,  exclaiming  that  they  fhould 
not  befafe  in  their  beds  that  night ; 
and  Peter  DonaandCharlesRuzzini 
declared  in  favour  of  an  immediate 
furrender  of  the  city  ;  a  propofition 
which  was,  however,  fuccefsfully 
oppofed  by  Jofeph  Priuli,  Nicholas 
Erizzo,  and  Francis  Pefaro.  It 
was  at  length  decided,  that  the 
Doge  fhould  convene  the  great 
council,  and  obtain  from  it  full 
powers  for  the  deputies,  who  were 
to  treat  with  the  republican  general. 

The  great  council  met,  on  the 
following  morning,  and  met  un¬ 
der  unufual  circumdances,  as  well 
as  for  unufual  budnefs.  It  was  pro¬ 
tected,  or  awed,  by  a  military 
force.  The  palace  was  furrounded 
by  cannon,  the  workmen  of  the 
arfenal,  and  the  tradefinen’s  com¬ 
panies,  were  under  arms,  and  the 
flreets  were  patroled.  Six  hundred 
and  fifteen  patricians  took  their 
feats  on  this  occafion.  Pale,  de¬ 
jected,  and  with  a  broken  voice, 
the  Doge  depicted  to  them  the  fitu- 


ation  of  the  country,  and  recorru. 
mended  that  the  deputies  fhould  be 
authorized  to  fettle  with  Buonaparte 
the  modifications  which  were  to 
take  place  in  the  form  of  the  go¬ 
vernment.  While  the  projeCt  was 
being  read,  a  profound  dlence  reign- 
ed  in  the  hall.  It  was  put  to  the 
vote  without  a  Angle  word  of  dif- 
cuflion,  and  five  hundred  and  ninety 
eight  perfons  gave  at  leaft  a  ready 
affent  to  it.  The  Council  referved 
to  itfelf  only  the  right  of  ratifying 
the  terms  which  the  general  might 
dictate.  The  liberation  of  all  the 
prifoners,  who  had  been  confined 
for  political  opinions,  fince  the  ar- 
lival  of  the  French  in  Italy,  was 
alfo  decreed. 

To  the  two  deputies,  Dona  and 
Juftiniani.  was  now  added  a  third, 
Aloys  Mocenigo.  They  found 
Buonaparte  at  Marghera,  on  the 
margin  of  the  Adriatic.  He  re¬ 
ceived  them  at  firft  with  civility, 
i(  but  foon,”  fay  they,  (S  relapfmg 
into  his  wonted  fufpicioufnefs,  he 
enquired  if  all  the  prifoners  were 
really  fet  free,  and  if  the  delibera¬ 
tion,  which  he  would  himfelf  read, 
unequivocally  contained  full  pow¬ 
ers  to  treat.  Then,  immediately 
breaking  off  from  this,  he  added, 
that  he  was  inflexible,  that  no 
treaty  could  be  made,  while  the 
French,,  who  had  been  aflaflinated, 
and  while  captain  Laugier,  re¬ 
mained  un revenged  by  the  blood  of 
the  three  inquifitors  of  date,  of  the 
commander  of  the  fort,  and  of  the 
high  admiral  (he  meant  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  on  the  flat  ion  of 
Lido) ;  that,  otnerwife,  in  fifteen 
days  he  would  be  mailer  of  Venice, 
that  the  Venetian  nobles  fhould 
have  no  other  means  of  efcaping 
from  death  than  by  becoming  wan¬ 
derers  over  the  earth,,  like  the 

French. 
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French  emigrants  ;  that  their  pro- 
perty  in  the  provinces  which  were 
already  conquered,  was  on  the 
point  of  being  confifcated ;  that 
the  lagunes  did  not  intimidate 
him,  he  having  found  his  idea  of 
them  to  be  correct,  and  that  he  had 
fra  med  his  plans  accordingly. 

(i  All  our  arguments  being  fruit- 
lefs,  we  alked  him  for  time  and 
explanations  at  lead.  He  at  firft 
would  grant  us  only  twenty. four 
hours  to  bring  him  a  definite  an- 
fwer  to  Mantua.  With  Tefpeft  to 
explaining  his  intentions,  he  told 
us  that,  after  the  reparation  which 
ho  demanded  was  given,  quiet 
would  be  redored  to  the  republic  ; 
that  it  would  recover  its  dates; 
that  it  would  even  acquire  fome, 
and  that  it  would  be  drengthened 
by  the  protection  of  France.  At 
length,  with  much  difficulty,  we 
prevailed  on  him  to  confent  to  an 
armidice  of  fix  days.”  In  this 
fpeech  of  Buonaparte  there  is  no¬ 
thing  more  remarkable  than  the 
readinefs  with  which  he  made  a 
promife,  which  he  either  never  in¬ 
tended  to  perform,  or  could  not 
perform  without  violating  the  pre¬ 
liminary  treaty  fo  recently  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  emperor  ;  he  hav¬ 
ing,  by  that  treaty,  transferred  a 
large  part  of  the  Venetian  territo¬ 
ries  to  his  imperial  majefty. 

By  dint  of  intreaties  and  perfua- 
fion,  the  deputies  finally  fucceeded 
in  fome  what  relaxing  the  rigour  of 
Buonaparte.  Inftead  of  Innfling 
upon  the  death  of  the  three  inqui- 
fitors  of  date,  and  of  two  other 
■victims,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
demanding  that  the  ipquifitors  and 
the  governor  of  the  fort  of  Lido, 
fhould  be  indantly  arreded,  and 
fhould  fuffer  an  exemplary  pu- 
mfhment.  This  concedion  was 


gratefully  received  by  the  terrified 
deputies. 

When  the  deputies  reported  their 
proceedings  to  the  Conferenza,  the 
members  were  thrown  into  a  con- 
dernation  which  feems  to  have 
deprived  them  of  all  reafon  and 
fpirit,  and  from  which  they  never 
recovered.  Nothing  was  to  be 
heard  among  them  but  groans  and 
faltering  voices  ;  nothing  to  be 
feen  but  pallid  vifages  and  irregu¬ 
lar  and  hurried  moving  from  place 
to  place.  To  increafe,  if  poffible, 
their  embarraffment,  the  demands 
of  the  republican  general  were  now 
iterated,  in  a  haughty  note  from 
the  French  fecretary  of  legation.  I C 
was  not  till  the  Conferenza  was  a 
fecond  time  aflembled,  on  the 
following  evening,  that  it  became 
fufficiently  calm  to  decide  upon 
what  dep  fhould  be  taken.  After 
much  debate,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  Doge  fhould  propofe  to  the 
great  Council  to  fubmk  to  the  will 
of  Buonaparte. 

In  this  crifis  of  their  fate,  what 
was  the  conduCl  of  the  patricians, 
has  been  deferibed  by  a  Venetian 
writer.  Seven  hundred  and  thirty 
one  of  them  were  prefent.  t(  On 
the  morning  of  the  fourth  of  May, 
the  Great  Council  was  a  fecond 
time  adembled.  With  a  clouded 
countenance,  and  full  of  deep  con¬ 
cern,  the  Doge  ex  poled  the  >ne- 
ceffity  of  differing  every  grievance 
to  endeavour  to  fave  the  republic. 
(<  To  opprefs  the  innocent,”  faid 
he,  with  faltering  voice,  “  is  hard; 
but  political  fieri  fice.s  to  a  fuperior 
force  are  not  without  example.” 
This  myderious  proemium  of  new 
calamities  alarmed  every  indivi¬ 
dual  of  the  augud  affembly.  The 
fatal  enigma  was  at  length  folved 
by  dating  the  demands  of  Buona- 
[Cc  jJ  l«ne* 
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parte.  Thunderftruck  and  fcarcely 
able  to  breathe,  they  preferved  a 
profound  filence,  which  the  Doge 
at  length  broke,  by  advifing  them 
not  to  hefitate  between  the  a r reft 
of  thefe  unfortunate  men  and  the 
total  ruin  of  the  nation.  Hefaid, 
that  thefe  worthy  citizens  would 
willingly  offer  up  their  blood  as  a 
facrifice  for  the  falvation  of  the 
country ;  he  faid,  they  muft  con- 
foie  themfelves  with  the  idea,  that 
their  trial  was  refer ved  for  the 
jultice  and  magnanimity  of  the 
fathers  ;  he  faid,  that  granting 
this  fatisfa&ion  would,  perhaps, 
appeafe  that  vengeance  with  which 
Buonaparte  was  about  to  overthrow 
the  capital.  The  Great  Council, 
moved  even  tq>  tears  between  their 
terror  and  their  grief,  confoling 
•themfelves  with  the  idea  of  fupe- 
rior  force,  facrificing  to  the  ambi¬ 
tion  of  Buonaparte  the  fundamental 
Jaws  of  their  cguntry,  and  in  an 
inftant  deftroying  the  work  of  many 
generations,  agreed  alrnoft  unani¬ 
mously  to  famftion  the  demands  of 
the  enemy.”  Seven  hundred  and 
four  patricians  gave  their  affent  to 
the  motion  :  twelve  votes  were  un¬ 
certain  j  and  only  fifteen  were  bold 
enough  to  vote  on  the  negative 
fide.  The  inquifitors  and  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  fort  of  Lido  were  im¬ 
mediately  arrefted,  and  confined  in 
the  ifland  of  San  Giorgio  Mag- 
giore. 

Notwithftanding  the  armifiice, 
the  French  continued  to  revolu¬ 
tionize  the  Terra  Firma,  and  to 
prefs  clofer  to  the  capital  on  all 
fides.  To  add  to  the  general  con- 
fufion,  it  was  rumoured  that  the 
Sclavonian  troops  were  meditating 
an  infurre&ion,  and  that  fixteen 
thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ve¬ 
nice  had  refolved  to  take  up  arms. 


and  exterminate  the  patricians,  if 
the  required  changes  were  not  made 
in  the  form  of  the  government.  As 
far  as  regarded  the  Sclavonians,  a 
colour  of  truth  was  given  to  the 
rumour,  by  thecircumftance  of  their 
being  in  an  infubordinate  Hate. 
Their  diforderly  conduct,  did  not, 
however,  arife  from  difaffeiftion, 
but  from  the  combined  effed.  of 
two  caufes,  the  firft  of  the  caufes 
was,  that  their  pay  had  been  buf¬ 
fered  to  run  into  arrear ;  the  fecond, 
and  by  far  the  moft  powerful  was, 
that  hand-bills  had  been  polled  in 
various  parts  of  the  town,  alluring 
them  that  they  were  betrayed,  that 
they  would  be  difarmed  by  their 
officers,  and  would  be  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  whom 
they  hated  with  a  rooted  and  deadly 
hate. 

In  this  emergency,  when  the 
very  exigence  of  Venice  depended 
on  its  rulers  acting  with  refolution, 
the  Conferenza  difplayed  a  degree 
of  cowardice,  or  of  treachery, 
which  has  never  been  furpaffed.  It 
is  probable,  indeed,  that  treafon 
had  as  large  a  fhare  as  want  of 
courage  in  influencing  its  proceed¬ 
ings.  By  fome  of  the  members  it 
was  propofed  that  the  metropolis 
fiiould  be  given  up  at  once.  This 
difgraceful  proportion  was,  how¬ 
ever,  fuccefsfuily  combated  for  a 
while,  by  other  fpeakers,  of  more 
wifdom  and  manly  fpirit.  But  it 
was  refolved  that  the  Sclavonians 
ihould  be  fent  back  to  their  own 
country,  and  orders  were  in  con- 
fequence  iffued,  to  provide  money 
for  the  payment,  and  tranfports 
for  the  conveyance  of  them.  This 
was  in  vain  oppofed  by  a  few,  who 
contended  that  it  was  the  height 
of  imprudence  to  weaken  their 
force,  at  the  moment  when  the  de- 
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^puties  of  the  republic  were  nego¬ 
tiating  a  peace.  Having  carried 
this  point,  the  partifans  of  fubmif- 
fion  returned  to  the  charge,  on  the 
queftion  of  refilling  the  progrefs  of 
the  French.  They  at  length  fuc- 
.ceeded.  It  was  refolved  that,  in 
cafe  the  enemy  fhould  advance, 
the  proveditor  of  the  coafls  and 
lagunes  fhould  treat  with  them  for 
the  furrendcr  of  the  city  ;  and,  as 
if  to  invite  the  enemy  to  approach, 
feveral  important  polls  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  were  immediately  abandoned. 
Among  the  ..fcanty  numbers  who 
,.did  honour  to  their  chara£ler,  by 
dteadily  diffenting  from  thefe  daf- 
tardly  meafures,  were  Jofeph  Pri- 
itili,  Philip  Calbo,  Jerome  Querini, 
.and  Guido  Eriz-zo;  but  they  were 
^confidered  by  the  majority  as  ralh 
,and  foolifh  men,  whofe  advice  was 
.calculated  to  expofe  the  citizens  of 
Venice  to  be  put  to  the  fworcl. 

The  three  deputies  of  the  Great 
^Council  had,  meanwhile,  proceeded 
to  execute  their  painful  million. 
When  they  arrived  at  Mantua, 
sBuonaparte  was  no  longer  there. 
He  had  fet  out  to  Milan,  to  which 
.place  they  were  under  the  neceflity 
of  following  him.  There  is  reafon 
sto  fufpe<£l  that  his  removal  to  fuch 
a  diftance  was  a  flroke  of  policy., 
-intended  to  give  one  ol  his  agents 
.time  to  carry  into  effect  the  plot 
which  was  formed  againfl  the  Ve¬ 
netian  government.  At  the  requefl 
of  the  deputies,  he  prolonged  the 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  but  it  was  not 
till  the  middle  of  the  month  that  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  or  rather  capitu¬ 
lation,  were  definitively  arranged. 

The  public  treaty,  which  con¬ 
fided  of  fix  articles,  was  a  mafler- 
piece  of  arrogance  and  diplomatic 
abfurdity.  The  Diredory  recog¬ 
nized  the  cxifling  government  of 


Venice,  yet  at  the  dime  moment 
flipulatedfor  the  deflruftion  of  that 
government;  and,  while  it  admit¬ 
ted  Venice  to  4reat  on  the  footing 
of  an  independent  power,  it  affum- 
ed  the  authority  of  extending  par¬ 
don  to  the  fubjeds  of  Venice.  By 
the  fecond  article,  the  Great  Coun¬ 
cil  i(  renounced  all  its  rights  of 
Sovereignty,  ordered  the  abdication 
of  the  hereditary  arillocracy,  and 
acknowledged  ihe  fovereignty  of 
the  (late  in  the  union  of  all  its  citi¬ 
zens.  By  the  fixth,  the  Diredory 
“granted  a  general  amnefty  and 
pardon  to  all  Venetians  accufed  of 
having  taken  part  in  any  confpi- 
racy  againll  the  French  but  from 
this  amnefty  were  excepted,  by 
the  fifth  article,  the  three  inqui- 
fitors,  and  the  governor  of  the  fort 
of  Lido,  who  were  to  be  brought 
to  trial  by  the  provifional  govern¬ 
ment*  As  a  matter  of  grace  and 
favour,  the  French  republic,  “  w idl¬ 
ing  to  contribute  to  the  tranquillity 
of  the  city  of  Venice,  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  its  inhabitants,  granted  a 
divifion  of  French  troops,  to  main¬ 
tain  order  and  the  fafety  of  perfons 
and  property  there,  and  to  affift  the 
firft  meafures  of  the  government  in 
all  the  parts  of  its  adminiftration.,J’ 
Thefe  confervators  of  order  and 
fafety  were  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  city,  as  foon  as  the  new  go. 
vernment  declared  that  it  had  no 
further  occafion  for  their  fupport ; 
and  the  reft  of  the  Venetian  terri¬ 
tory  was  to  be  evacuated  by  the 
French  army,  on  the  conclufton  of 
a  continental  peace. 

In  return  for  thefe  ineftimable 
benefits,  the  Venetian  negotiators 
confented  to  five  fecret  articles, 
which  afford  a  fplendid proof  of  the 
difintereftednefs  of  French  repub¬ 
licans.  Venice*  by  thefe  articles, 

[C  f  4]  .engaged 
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engaged  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  France,  for  the  exchange  of 
certain  unfpecified  territories,  to 
pay,  in  fpecie,  the  fum  of  three 
millions  of  livres,  to  fupply  naval 
ilores  to  the  fame  value,  to  furnifti 
alfo  three  fail  of  the  line  and  two 
frigates  completely  equipped,  and 
to  give  up  twenty  five  pi&ures, 
and  five  hundred  manuferipts,  at 
the  choice  of  the  general  in  chief. 
France  promifed,  on  her  fide,  to 
mediate  between  Venice  and  Al¬ 
giers,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  an 
end  to  their  differences  ;  and, 
doubtlefs,  as  V enice  was  to  be  {trip- 
ped  of  her  marine,  the  was  likely  to 
ftand  in  need  of  fome  friendly  in¬ 
tervention,  to  fhield  her  from  the 
piracy  of  the  Barbary  corfairs. 

Great  as  were  the  facrifices  which 
were  made  by  this  treaty,  they 
were,  neverthelefs,  unavailing. 
Even  had  it  not  been  rendered  a 
mere  nullity  by  circumftances, 
which  we  {hall  foon  deferibe,  it 
was  never  intended  to  be  executed 
with  good  faith  by  the  party  which 
impofed  it  on  the  Venetians.  French 
perfidy  was  defigned  to  be  as  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  violation  of  it,  as 
French  violence  was  in  the  fram¬ 
ing  of  it.  In  his  difpatch  to  the 
Directory,  the  reafons  which  in¬ 
duced  him  to  conclude  it  are  thus 
fated  by  Buonaparte,  iff.  (S  To 
enter  into  the  city  without  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  and  to  have  the  arfenal  and 
every  thing  in  our  poffeffion,  that 
we  may  be  able  to  draw  from  it 
whatever  fuits  us,  under  pretence 
of  executing  the  fecret  articles. 
2d.  In  cafe  the  treaty  with  the 
emperor  (hould  not  be  completed, 
to  be  in  a  fituation  to  rally  round  us, 
and  turn  to  our  advantage,  all  the 
efforts  of  the  Venetian  fates.  3d. 
to  draw  down  upon  us  theodium 


of  violating  the  preliminaries,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Venetian  territory, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  afford  pre¬ 
texts  and  to  facilitate  their  execu¬ 
tion.  4th  and  laftly,  to  quiet  all 
that  might  be  faid  in  Europe,  fince 
it  is  now  fhown  that  our  putting  a 
garrifon  into  Venice  is  only  a  mo¬ 
mentary  operation,  and  an  aft  of 
protection  which  is  folicited  by 
Venice  itfelf.” 

His  inftru&ions  to  the  French 
naval  commander  in  the  Adriatic 
were  in  the  fame  fpirit.  That  of¬ 
ficer  was  ordered  to  delude  the  Ve¬ 
netians  with  the  moft  deceptive 
reprefen  tat  ions  and  promifes.  “  You 
will  intimate  to  the  provifional 
government,”  faid  Buonaparte, 
i(  that  the  conformity  of  principles 
which  now  exifis  between  the 
French  republic  and  that  of  Venice, 
and  the  protection  which  the  for¬ 
mer  grants  to  the  latter,  make  it 
neceffary  that  the  maritime  forces 
of  the  republic  of  Venice  fhould 
be  promptly  put  on  a  refpeClable 
footing,  that  they  may  in  concert 
be  able  to  maintain  themfelves  m af¬ 
ters  of  the  Adriatic  and  the  iflands 
of  the  Levant,  and  to  prqteCt  the 
commerce  of  the  two  republics ;  and 
that,  for  this  purpofe,  I  have  al¬ 
ready  fent  off  troops  to  fecure  pof- 
feffion  of  Corfu  to  the  Venetian  re¬ 
public;  and  that  henceforth  it  is 
indifpenfible  for  them  to  labour  ac¬ 
tively  to  place  in  a  good  fate  the 
Venetian  marine.  Under  this  pre¬ 
text,  and  in  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing,  you  will  get  every  thing  into 
your  power  ;  endeavouring,  never¬ 
thelefs,  to  preferve  union,  and  to 
get  into  our  fervice  all  the  failors 
and  perfons  employed  in  the  navy 
of  the  republic  of  Venice  ;  you  (till 
making  ufe  of  the  n?me  of  the  Ve¬ 
netian  marine.  That  which  you 

have 
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fcave  to  do,  condds,  firdly,  of  arm¬ 
ing  and  equipping  as  fpeedily  as 
poflible  all  thefmalland  large  vef- 
{els,  which  can  be  put  in  order  ; 
fo  that,  when  we  are  fure  of  hav¬ 
ing  Corfu,  we  may  join  them  with 
the  main  fquadron.  Secondly,  in 
taking  every  neceffary  meafure  to 
fend  to  Toulon  all  the  (lores  which 
may  be  wanting  at  that  port. 
By  a  fecret  article,  the  Venetians 
are  to  furnifh  to  the  republic  naval 
dores,  to  the  value  of  three  mil¬ 
lions  ;  but  my  intention  is,  to 
ftize  for  the  republic,  all  the  Ve¬ 
netian  veffels,  and  all  the  (lores 
which  can  poffibly  be  got  together 
for  Toulon.  What  is  to  be  done 
refpedding  the  (hips  which  are  upon 
the  (locks  remains  to  be  decided.35 

We  mud  now  advert  to  that 
juggle,  for  fo  it  mud  be  called,  to 
which  we  have  recently  alluded, 
and  by  which,  as  far  as  regarded 
any  benefit  to  the  Venetians,  this 
iniquitous  treaty  was  rendered  an 
abfolute  nullity.  On  the  rupture 
with  Venice,  M.  Lallemant,  the 
French  envoy,  was  directed  to  quit 
the  capital  ;  leaving  behind  him 
jhefecretary  of  legation,  Villetard, 
an  aftive  and  intriguing  revoiu- 
tionift.  This  appears  to  have  been 
contrived  by  Buonaparte,  for  a 
purpofe  which  we  are  about  to  ex¬ 
plain  ;  Lallemant  being  probably 
conlidered  as  too  equitable  a  man  to 
be  entruded  with  the  fecret  of  the 
fcheme  which  was  formed  for 
spreading  confufion  in  Venice.  Ig¬ 
norant  of  what  had  been  done, 
Lallemant,  after  the  treaty  was 
(igned  at  Milan,  had  a  conference 
with  the  deputies,  as  to  the  manner 
,qf  effedling,  without  any  (hock, 
and  with  at  lead  the  femblance  of 
legal  forms,  the  meditated  change 
in  the  Venetian  conditudon,  A 
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fatisfaftory  arrangement  for  this 
purpofe  was  agreed  upon  between 
them,  and  Lallemant  took  his  de¬ 
parture  for  Venice  to  put  it  in  exe¬ 
cution.  Thefe  deps  were  all  taken 
under  the  fandtion  of  Buonaparte  ; 
who,  neverthelefs,  from  his  corref- 
pondence  with  Villetard,  mud  have 
been  fully  aware  that  the  means  of 
carrying  them  into  effect  were  no 
longer  in  exiitence. 

When  M.  Lallemant  returned  to 
Venice,  he  found  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  with  which  he  came  to  con¬ 
cert  meafures,  was  already  de- 
droyed.  The  prime  mover  of  the 
dedruftion  was  the  fecretary,  Vil¬ 
letard.  How  it  was  brought  about 
is  now  to  be  (hewn.  Alter  the 
French  envoy  had  quitted  Venice, 
on  war  being  declared,  V  illetard 
appears  to  have  taken  an  extremely 
active  part  in  rallying  round  him 
and  exciting  the  friends  of  a  revo¬ 
lution.  To  him  are  attributed  the 
reports  which  were  fpread  of  an 
approaching  infurreftion,  and  the 
placards  which  were  poded  in  the 
dreets  to  dimulate  the  Sclavonians 
to  mutiny.  As  his  party  was,  in 
fa<ff,  but  a  feeble  minority  of  the 
citizens,  he  had  recourfe  to  art, 
for  the  purpofe  of  infpiring  it  with 
confidence  ;  arid  he  is  faid  to  have 
lucceeded  in  making  his  fellow  con- 
fpirators  believe,  that  multitudes 
were  ready  to  fecond,  and  even  to 
outdrip  them,  in  the  execution  of 
their  fchemes.  It  was  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  eighth  of  May,  that  he 
put  the  match  to  (he  mine  which 
he  had  filently  prepared.  “  Fertile 
in  revolutionary  ingenuity,”  fays 
a  Venetian  writer,  if  he  paffed  an 
evening  in  a  debauch  with  the  Ve- 

O  ^  # 

netian  patriots,  where,  in  the  midd 
of  wine  and  tumultuous  glaffes, 
with  atrocious  and  terrific  counte¬ 
nance. 
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nance,  he  extorted  from  thefe  con- 
fpirators  a  folemn  oath  not  to  pub- 
Jifh  what  he  was  about  to  declare. 
He  then,  with  myfterious  tone  and 
interrupted  accents.,  communicated 
shat  all  was  prepared  to  complete 
the  revolution  on  the  following 
day  ;  that  fifteen  thoufand  citizens 
defired  it;  and  that,  if  the  few 
perfonages,  who  ftill  -reprefented 
the  languilhing  majefly  ef  the  re¬ 
public,  fhould  refufe  to  refign  their 
pofts,  he  fhould  found  democracy 
on  the  ruins  of  the  patriciate.  One 
of  the  guefts,  Zorzi,  a  confec¬ 
tioner,  full  of  the  lull  of  power, 
profiting  by  the  occafion  to  make 
fome  noife,  fince  he  could  not  ac¬ 
quire  reputation,  offered  to  declare 
this  terrible  fecret  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Villetard  granted  his  re- 
queft.**  Previously  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  farce,  a  negotiation 
through  the  medium  of  a  man 
named  Spada,  had  been  privately 
opened  with  Villetard,  by  the  de¬ 
puty  Morofini,  the  commander  of 
the  Venetian  forces  in  the  capital, 
whofe  fears,  or  whofe  want  of  fide¬ 
lity,  prompted  him  to  feel,  or  feign, 
a  belief,  that  there  was  no  other 
means  of  preventing  the  rumoured 
infur  reft  ion. 

At  the  Ducal  palace,  Zorzi  was 
at  firft  refufed  admiflion;  but  he 
foon  returned  with  the  deputy  Mo¬ 
rofini,  and  was  then  allowed  to 
enter.  The  Doge  was  roufed  from 
fleep,  and  Zorzi  conveyed  to  him 
the  flartling  intelligence  in  the 
moil  alarming  language  which  he 
could, employ  ;  alluring  him  that. 


in  cafe  of  non-compliance  with  the 
wifh  of  the  revolutionifts,  “  the 
tree  of  liberty  would  be  erefted 
amid  ft  the  trunklefs  heads  of  the 
Sclavonians  and  patricians.** 
Terrified  by  the  hidden  intrufion 
and  the  threats  of  this  unwelcome 
meffenger,  the  Doge  untreated  him 
to  obtain  from  Villetard  a  written 
ftatement  of  his  demands.  Zorzi 
complied  with  this  requeft,  and 
Villetard  dictated  to  him  the  terms 
upon  which  the  patricians  might 
be  permitted  to  redeem  their  lives. 
They  were,  the  liberation  of  the 
prifoners,  the  difmiflion  of  the  Scla¬ 
vonians,  the  occupation  of  Venice 
by  the  French,  the  eftablifhing  of 
democracy,  and  the  planting  of  the 
tree  of  liberty,  the  inftallation  eft’ 
a  municipality,  confilting  of  thirty 
lix  members,  to  be  chofen  by 
France,  with  Manini,  the  Doge  at 
ftheir  head,  and  the  fending  of  ap 
invitation  to  the  municipalities  of 
the  Terra  Ferma,  to  form  a  cen¬ 
tral  committee  of  provifional  go¬ 
vernment,  conftituted  of  a  deputy 
from  each  city,  and  of  one  for  the 
capital.  It  was  alfo  propofed  to 
confolidate  the  national  debt,  to 
obtain,  if  poflible,  a  pardon  for  the 
rhree  inquifitors  of  ftate  and  the 
governor  of  Lido;  to  refpeft  pro¬ 
perty  and  religion;  to  grant  an 
amnefty  for  all  political  crimes ; 
to  forbid  any  reference  to  part 
events,  and  to  decree  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs.  There  were  feveral 
other  articles  of  a  ,-lefs  important 


*  It  was  pretended  by  M.  Villetard,  that,  an  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs,  he  a£led 
a  merely  paffive  pari ;  giving  his  opinion  only  by  the  defire  of  the  revolutionifts,  and 
with  a  view  to  allay  the  popolar  fermentation.  The  weight  of  teitimony  is,  however, 
decilive  as  to  the  fa6t  of  his  having  been  the  foul  of  the  confpiracy.  There  is  againft 
him,  among  other  evidence,  the  ltrong  and  unimpeachable  evidence  of  his  fuperior, 
M.  Lai  lent  a  lit,  who,  on  his  return  to  Venice,  thus  del'gribed  to  Buonuparte  the  conduct 
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There  conditions  were  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Conferee za,  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  by  Zorzi  and  Spada, 
,nnd  that  body  did  not,  by  any 
fymptom  of  vigour,  belie  its  pu¬ 
sillanimous  chara&er.  The  reading 
of  them  was  hardly  concluded,  be* 
fore  Morofini  notified  to  the  aftern- 
bly  that,  unlefs  he  were  reinforced, 
he  could  not  anfwer  for  the  fafety 
of  the  capital  throughout  the  day  ; 
as  the  rebels  threatened  him  with 
an  attack,  and  his  troops  were  ex- 
haufted  by  fatigue.  This  additional 
blow  was  not  wanting  to  beat  down 
rhe  fpirit  of  the  Conferenza.  Guido 
Frizzo,  and  fix  others,  were  the 
only  members  who  vigoroufly  con¬ 
tended  againft  proflrating  the  go¬ 
vernment  at  the  feet  of  the  rebels, 
while  there  was  yet  a  hope  of  fafety 
from  the  negotiation  at  Milan. 
They  were  overruled  ;  their  col¬ 
leagues  were  emulous  in  felf-de- 
bafement  ;  and  two  deputies  were 
appointed  to  confer  with  Villetard, 
f or  the  purpofe  of  making  the  need¬ 
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ful  arrangements.  It  was  alfo  re- 
folved  to  haften  the  departure  of 
the  Sclavonians,  and  to  allow  the 
French  troops  to  enter  Venice, 
fhould  they,  notwithftanding  the 
armiftice,  infill  on  being  admitted. 

From  Villetard  the  two  depu¬ 
ties  obtained  a  delay  of  four  days, 
and  permifffon  to  convoke  the  Great 
Council  :  the  firft  of  thefe  favours 
he  was  induced  to  grant  from  mo¬ 
tives  of  prudence  ;  the  deputies 
having  fuggefled  to  him  that  the 
hidden  difplay  of  the  democratic 
infignia  might,  perhaps,  irritate 
the  Sclavonians  into  violent  pro¬ 
ceedings,  againft  the  French  and 
the  revolutionary  party.  The  four 
days  were  confequently  employed 
in  putting  the  Sclavonians  on  board 
of  the  tranfports,  and  preparing 
every  thing  for  the  projeded 
change. 

The  twelfth  of  May  was  the  day 
on  which  was  confummated  the  de- 
ftrudlion  of  the  Venetian  republic. 
On  that  day  the  Great  Council 


of  the  fecretary.  V  What  was  my  fnrprife,  on  arriving  here,  to  learn  all  the.  details  of 
the  revolution  which  had  been  brought  about  during  my  abl'ence  !  It  is  necefliiry, 
general,  to  make  you  acquainted  with  every  thing.  Citizen  Villetard  is  accufed  of 
having  compelled  the  changes  which  have  been  introduced  in  the  legal  mealures 
which  we  bad  projected,  of  having  combined  with  feme  hot  beaded  individuals,  of 
having  conftrained  by  menaces,  Peter  Dona  and  Battaglia,  members  of  the  Con- 
iercuza,  to  convoke  the  GreatCounciJ,  to  prefcribe  to  it  its  immediate  diflolution,  and 
to  form  a  municipality,  of  which  he  himfelf  gave  the  lift.  I  relate  to  you  nothing 
more  thaii  what  is  publicly  talked  of  in  Venice,  and  what  lias  been  declared  to  me  even 
by  his  friends  and  co-operators,  who  are  now  convinced  of  all  the  defeats  of  fo  preci¬ 
pitate  a  meafure,  and  who  attribute  to  that  mealure  the  difafters  of  the  twelfth  and 
thirteenth,  the  retult  ot  which,  it,  by  a  new  act  of  goodnefs  and  generotily  on  your 
part,  you  do  not  avert  the  confequetices  of  them,  mult  lead  to  the  total  ruin  of  the 
irate  of  Venice.” 

This  letter  was  written  a  fortnight  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  the  benefits  of 
which  treaty  France  was  then  enjoying.  The  arl'cnals  and  the  Blips  of  Venice  were  in 
her  hands,  and  the  pecuniary  contribution  was  railing;  but  what  return  the  Venetians 
received  for  their  t'acritices,  M.  Lallemant  may  fhow.  “  All  the  provinces  of  the  Terra 
Firma,  which  arc  occupied  by  the  divifions  of  your  army,  are  treated  as  a  conquered 
country.  They  are  laid  under  contribution  ;  they  are  taxed  beyond  tlieir  capability 
of  paying;  they  are  flripped  of  every  thing  that  can  be  removed,  the  lioufes  are 
lacked,  cattle,  liorfes,  furniture,  plate,  every  thing,  is  carried  away;  and  if  this  ftate 
of  things  lalts  another  week,  the  inhabitants  will  have  nothing  left  them  hut  delpair, 
the  impoffibility  of  i’up porting  your  troops,  and  the  nccelTity  of  abandoning  a  foil  which 
.can  no  longer  turnith  them  with  the  means  of  fubfiltence.U 
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met,  for  the  lad  time.  As  if  it 
had  been  deftined  that  there  fhould 
be  nothing  conneded  with  this  re¬ 
volution  which  fhould  170 1  bear  the 
damp  of  illegality,  the  meeting 
confided  of  no  more  than  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  feven  members ; 
though,  according  to  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  the  republic,  it  was 
requifite  that  at>  lead  fix  hundred 
patricians  fhould  be  prefent,  when¬ 
ever  a  decree  was  difcuffed  relative 
to  a  principle  of  government,  or  an 
important  affair  of  date.  The  Doge 
having  reprefented  to  his  hearers 
the  fituation  of  affairs,  the  decree 
of  abdication  was  read.  While  John 
Minot  to  was  arguing  againd  the 
hafty  adoption  of  this  meafure,  a 
difcl targe  of  mtdketry  was  heard, 
which  is  faid  to  have  proceeded 
from  the  Sclavonian  foldiers,  who, 
as  was  their  cudom,  were  fainting 
the  Venetian  lion  on  their  depar¬ 
ture.  It  was  indantly  believed 
that  the  revolutionids  were  on  the 
point  of  carrying  their  fanguinary 
threats  into  execution,  and  a  fcene 
enfued,  half  ludicrous,  half  dif- 
guding,  which  is  thus  forcibly  de¬ 
scribed  by  the  Venetian  writer 
whom  we  have  already  quoted. 

The  firing  was  now  renewed, 
and  the  trepidation  became  general 
and  extreme.  The  counfellors  cried 
aloud,  that  the  gates  'fhould  be 
opened  :  they  even  ran  to  open 
them,  drove  to  force  them,  and  in 
the  name  of  humanity  demanded 
liberty  to  quit  the  hall.  All  was 
uproar  and  confufion,  fome  crying 
out  in  lamentable  accents  to  fanc- 
tion  the  propofed  decree,  fome  be¬ 
wailing  a  father,  a  mother,  fome 
their  children,  fome  a  brother,  a 
relation,  or  a  friend.  Men  of  ve¬ 
nerable  age,  the  graved  fenators, 
preddents  of  the  Council  .of  forty, 


leaped  from  feat  to  feat,  am  id  ft  the 
convuldons  of  terror  and  the  darts 
of  defpair.  From  every  fide  were 
heard  difgraceful  cries,  maddening 
vociferations,  diameful  curfing  and 
fwearing,  and  all  kinds  of  fcandal. 
In  this  confufion  the  fatal  decree 
was  tumultuoully  put  to  the  vote  ; 
the  fuffrages  were  as  tumultuoudy 
taken  ;  as  tumultuoudy  was  it  pub- 
lifhed,  that  the  nobles  had  abandon¬ 
ed  the  fovereignty  by  a  mod  ample 
majority,  and  that  they  had  diffolv- 
ed  their  cad  with  their  own  hands. 
Thus,  amidd  its  monuments  of  tri¬ 
umphant  liberty,  terminated  the 
mod  ancient  republic  in  the  world, 
on  the  foil  of  whofe  capital  no  con¬ 
queror  had  ever  fet  foot. 

“  The  gates  of  the  Great  Coun¬ 
cil  were  fcarcely  thrown  open,  ere 
all  the  members  precipitately  rufn- 
ed  out  in  the  utmod  confufion.  Some 
haflened  to  throw  off  their  gowns, 
led  they  fhould  be  infulted  by  the 
rebels  ;  others  not  content  with 
having  fecretly  co-operated  in  the 
deftrudion  of  the  country,  making 
an  odentatious  diow  of  their  bafe 
duplicity,  curfed  and  trampled  un¬ 
der  foot  their  hereditary  patrician 
infignia;  others,  unredrained  either 
by  fhamc  or  the  general  deprefiion, 
flopped  in  the  public  fquare  to  ap¬ 
plaud  at  the  drunken  declamations 
of  fanatical  enthufiafm,  which  a  few 
difloyal  captains  were  dealing  out 
againd  the  now-extind  arillocracy, 
at  the  foot  of  the  three  dandardsj 
of  thofe  very  dandards  which  they 
had  fworn  to  defend  with  their 
blood,  when  they  affumed  the  uni¬ 
form  of  the  republic.  Tnefe  un¬ 
grateful  vipers,  whom  fhe  had 
raifed  and  nurtured,  now  dung  her 
in  thebofom;  while,  as  if  fidelity 
were  yet  in  fome  meafure  conjoined 
with  abjedion,  the  people,  the 
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Venetian  people  alone,  who  had 
aflembled  there,  yielded  no  ap- 
plaufe  to  this  torrent  of  impreca¬ 
tions  ;  and,  when  the  re  volte rs 
were  heard  frequently  to  cry  aloud, 
repeating  Viva  la  Libertd ,  they 
were  filent.  Not  the  fplendid  pro- 
mife  of  fovereign  power,  not  a  (hare 
in  the  command,  not  the  flattering 
hope  of  meliorating  their  condition, 
could  induce  them  to  join  their 
voices  to  thofe  of  traitors,  who, 
now  fearing  any  longer  to  oppofe 
this  heroic  fidelity,  retired  crying 
out,  Viva  San  Marco.’* 

Very  few  of  the  people  had,  in 
faff,  any  tafte  for  revolutionary 
do&rines.  They  were  attached  to 
the  government  under  which  they 
and  their  anceftors  had  lived,  and 
which,  defective  as  it  really  was, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  guilty 
of  cruelty  or  opprefiion  to  the  hum¬ 
bler  clafles.  It  was,  as  the  French 
afterwards  confefled,  chiefly  among 
the  privileged  clafles  that  democra- 
tical  principles  had  taken  root ; 
a  feemingly  paradoxical  circum- 
ftance ;  for  which,  however,  it 
would  not,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to 
account.  When,  therefore,  the 
multitude  heard  raifed  the  long- 
favourite  cry  of  Viva  San  Marco , 
they  concluded  that  it  was  refolved 
to  maintain  the  conflitution,  and 
their  joy  was  extreme.  The  ftan- 
dard  of  St.  Mark  was  immediately 
hoifled  on  the  three  great  flag-mafts, 
and  images  of  the  patron  faint  were 
carried  in  proceifion  through  the 
ftreets.  Their  exultation  at  their 
imagined  victory  was  foon  blended 
with  rage  againft  thofe  whom  they 
confidered  as  being  traitors  to  their 
country.  In  the  courfe  of  a  fhort 
time,  the  ftreets  (warmed  with  more 
lhan  thirty  thoufand  men,  women, 


and  children,,  who  broke  into  and 
plundered  the  houfes  of  Zorzi, 
Spada,  and  others,  who  were  known 
to  be  the  friends  of  revolution.  Nor 
were  they  difcouraged  by  dil cover¬ 
ing  the  miftake  which  they  had 
made  with  refpeeft  to  the  decree  of 
the  Great  Council.  On  the  con¬ 


trary,  they  appeared  to  be  animated 
with  more  fury,  and  they  ear  tidily 
folicited  every  patrician  whom  they 
met  with  to  put  himfelf  at  their 
head.  They  alfo  hurried  to  the 
Doge’s  palace,  that  they  might  re¬ 
place  him  in  the  ducal  chair;  but 
he  had  effectually  fecreted  himfelf 
from  them.  Thefe  difappoin tments 
added  fuel  to  their  rage ;  maga¬ 
zines,  as  well  as  houfes,  were  now 
pillaged,  even  per  Tonal  lafety, 
which  had  as  yet  been  un violated, 
was  in  danger,  and  Venice  Teemed, 
on  the  point  of  falling  a  facrifi.ce  ts© 
the  paflions  of  its  own  citizens,, 
About  midnight,  however,  tthe 
members  of  the  fallen  government 
collected  a  few  troops,  and,  nmt 
without  bloodfhed,  fucceeded  dm 
putting  an  end  to  the  Cxceffes  of  the 
populace.  The  publlfhing  of  ;aa 
exhortation  to  the  people  to  remain 
quiet,  was  the  laft  aft  of  .thofe  who 
had  fo  lately  been  the  Sovereigns  df 
an  ancient  and  powerful  republic. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  May,  Ve¬ 
nice  was  entered  by  the  French 
troops.  A  proviftonal  municipality 
was  eftablifhed,  but  this  body  :pOf~ 
feffed  neither  legal  exiftence,  nor 
the  means  of  making  itfelf  refpefledL 
It  was  nothing  more  than  a  fell-. 
elected  junta,  or  rather  a  creature 


of  the  French  ;  the  Great  Council,® 
the  eonfufion  of  its  (expiring 


m 


moments,  having  forgot  ten  to  make 
to  its  fucceflor  a  regular  transfer 
of  the  fovereign  power.  The  com- 
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feque'nce  of  this  was,  that,  even  in 
the  capital  the  municipality  was 
unwillingly  obeyed,  and  on  the 
Terra  Finna  it  was  treated  with 
contempt.  Not  a  (ingle  city  would 
yield  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  men  whom  it  looked  upon  as 
ufurpers.  The  treaty  concluded  at 
Milan  could  not  be  ratified,  there 
being  no  competent  authority  in 
exigence  to  perforin  that  ad;  and 
while  the  French  were  hourly  avail¬ 
ing  themfelves,  to  the  fulled;  ex. 
tent,  of  every  part  of  it  which  was 
in  their  favour,  the  Venetians  could 


draw  no  advantage  whatever  from' 
its  ftipulations.  Robbed  of  every 
thing  by  her  liberator's,  who  dripped 
her  arfenals,  and  deftroyed  her  fo- 
reds  ;  impoverifhed  by  contributi¬ 
ons  ;  divided  by  parties  ;  mourning 
the  pad,  and  trembling  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  ;  fometimes  mocked  with  the 
hope  of  independence,  and  then 
plunged  into  defpair ;  Venice  lin¬ 
gered  on  for  a  few  months,  till  her 
fate  was  irrevocably  decided,  by 
events  of  which  a  narrative  will 
be  given  in  the  following  chapter. 


CHAP.  XX. 

Negotiation  for  Peace  between  Anflria  and  France.  The  Preliminaries'  not  fas  - 
ti factory  to  either  Party .  The  Directory  refolves  to  obtain  an  Ameliora¬ 

tion  of  the  Terms  in  the  Definitive  Treaty.  The  Emperor  expreffes  his 
readinefs  to  treat  feparately  for  a  Peace  with  France.  The  Directory  de- 
firous  of  avoiding  a  Cong  refs.  Its  Inf  r  util  ions  to  its  Plenipotentiaries.  It 

wijhes  to  occupy  the  Empire  as  far  as  the  Rednitz  and  the  Lech.  Aver- 
fion  of  it  to  indemnify  the  Emperor  in  Germany .  Cafe  in  which  it  will 
canfent  to  his  making  Acquijltions  there .  The  Briti/h  Monarch  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled from  Hanover.  Offers  of  the  Directory  with  ref  petit  to  Italy .  Re ~ 

fufal  to  guarantee  the  Cefjions  in  Italy  to  the  Emperor.  The  If  and  of 
Elba  coveted.  Ambitious  Views  of  the  King  of  Naples.  Plan  of  Carnot 
to  make  an  Efablifhment  for  the  Duke  of  Parma ,  in  order  to  oppofe  Spain 
to  the  Emperor.  The  Negotiations  opened  at  Montebello ,  near  Milan. 
Agreement  figned  by  the  Negotiators.  Scheme  drawn  sip  at  the  firjl  Con¬ 
ference .  Idea  of  Buonaparte  as  to  the  Necefjity  of  preferring  the  Ger¬ 
manic  Body.  Reafons  affigned  by  Buonaparte  to  juftify  the  affigning  Ve¬ 
nice  to  the  Emperor.  The  Emperor  wifihes  to  return  to  the  original  Plan 
of  a  Congrefs.  He  takes  Pojfefjion  of  Ifiria  and  Dalmatia.  He  delays 
fending  full  Powers  to  his  Negotiators.  Confequent  Complaints  of  the 
French  Negotiators.  The  Seat  of  the  Negotiation  removed  to  Udine . 
Anger  of  Buonaparte  at  the  Delay ,  which  he  aferibes  to  the  Royal  fit  Fa  til  ion 
in  France .  Meafures  recommended  by  him  in  con  fequence .  He  advifes 
the  Diretilory  to  recommence  Ho  fifties,  Reafons  of  the  Diretilory  for  not 

immediately  confenting.  Notes  given  in  by  the  Aufriah  Plenipotentiaries. 
Angry  Anfiwer  of  the  French.  The  Emperor  reproached  with  refpetii  to 
his  Condutil  towards  Venice.  Change  in  the  Plan  of  the  Diretilory.  It 
now  wifhes  to  exclude  the  Emperor  from  Italy ,  and  indemnify  him  in  Ger¬ 
many,  Its  Reafons  and  Arguments.  Its  Re  l util  a  nee  to  give  up  Mantua. 

Letter 
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Letter  of  Carnot  to  Buonaparte  fimnlating  him  to  make  Peace.  Advice 
given  by  him  to  the  French  General.  Anonymous  Letter  to  Buonaparte , 
counfelling  him  to  efablfh  an  Empire  in  Italy ,  and  place  himfelf  at  its 
Head .  Bitter  Cenfure  of  the  Army  of  Italy.  Buonaparte  follows  the  Ad¬ 
vice  of  Carnot .  General  Clarke  recalled.  Generous  Conduit  of  Buona¬ 
parte  with  ref  pelt  to  Clarke.  Aujlria  not  only  refufes  to  relinquijh  Iialj\ 
but  raifes  her  Demands  in  that  quarter.  Intrigues  at  Vienna  to  bring 
about  a  Peace.  They  fail.  The  Emperor  again  infjis  upon  a  Congrcfs. 
Anger  and  infulting  Language  of  Buonaparte  on  receiving  the  Aufrian 
Propofal.  The  Propofol  is  dropped.  Change  in  the  Language  of  the 

Directory y  after  the  eighteenth  of  E  nidi  dor.  The  Directory  treats  the 
Emperor  with  Contumely .  Its  Plan  to  revolutionize  Italy.  Negotiates 
with  Prufjla  for  a  Treaty  of  of'enfve  and  defenfive  Alliance.  Procla¬ 
mation  of  the  Directory  to  its  Armies ,  ordering  them  to  prepare  to  take  the 
Field.  Army  cf  Germany.  A  Proclamation  of  Augereau  to  his  Army. 
A  Change  ?nade  in  the  Government  of  the  ecclefafkal  Electorates.  CiJ - 
Rhenane  Republic  formed ,  and  abolifhed .  The  Directory  declines  to  ratify 
the  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Sardinia.  It  declares  that  it  cannot  guarantee 
Kings  again]}  their  People.  Preparation  of  the  Directory  for  War.  The 
Emperor  alfo  adi-vely  prepares  for  it.  Lie  raifes  his  Demands.  Reply  of 
Buonaparte »  Remark  of  Count  Cobentzel.  The  Directory  wijhes  for  im¬ 
mediate  War.  Buonaparte  oppofes  the  Meafure .  His  Advice  to  the  Di¬ 
rectory.  The  definitive  Treaty  figned  at  Campo  Formio.  The  Reafon-s 
ajfigned  by  Buonaparte  fior  concluding  it.  Lie  is  dijfatisfied  with  the  Be¬ 
haviour  of  the  Dire  dory  to  him.  Terms  of  the  Public  Articles  of  the  Treaty. 
Private  Articles.  Obfiervations  on  the  Treaty.  Cenfure  of  the  Emperor. 
Infulting  Language  ufed  by  Buonaparte  with  ref  pelt  to  the  Venetians. 
Ratifications  cf  the  Treaty  exchanged .  A  Convention  concluded  at  Raj, - 
iadty  for  carrying  the  Treaty  into  e fifed.  Tardinefs  of  the  Dire  dory  in 

giving  Orders  to  evacuate  the  Venetian  Provinces  beyond  the  Adige.  Ve¬ 
nice  entered  by  the  Imperialifs .  End  of  the  V 'enetian  Republic. 


FROM  the  feene  of  open  vio- 
lence  and  fubverfion,  we  mud 
now  turn  to  a  feene  of  a  nature 
not  lefs  difguding,  that  of  diplo¬ 
matic  cunning,  treachery,  intrigue, 
and  the  fhamelefs  barter  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  millions  by 
two  great  powers,  both  of  which 
were  adluated  only  by  feelings  of 
the  moil  felfiib  kind,  though  one 
of  them  endeavoured  to  conceal 
her  defigns  under  the  femblance  of 
univerfal  philanthropy  and  the  love 
of  freedom.  We  mail  now  trace 
the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation 
which,  for  feveral  months,  was 


carried  on  between  France  and 
Auftria,  for  the  purpofe  of  modi¬ 
fying  the  preliminary  articles  into 
a  definitive  treaty. 

With  thofe  articles  it  is  proba¬ 
ble,  that,  on  refledlipn,  neither 
party  was  entirely  fatisfied.  The 
emperor  might  perhaps  regret  that 
he  had  fuffered  the  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  to  efcape  of  cruihing,  or 
at  lead  crippling,  the  F rench  army, 
and  with  it  the  influence  of  France 
in  Italy ;  by  which  means  he 
would  have  been  able  to  grafp  un~ 
refilled  a  ilill  larger  portion  of  a 
country  always  coveted  by  AuF 
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tria,  though  never  thoroughly  re¬ 
conciled  to  Auftrian  government. 
But,  whatever  were  his  fentiments 
on  this  occafion,  thofe  of  the  re¬ 
publican  rulers  are  by  no  means 
doubtful.  The  minifter  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  confeffed,  in  a  letter 
to  general  Clarke,  that  they  felt 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner  the  fitua- 
tion  in  which  Buonaparte  was  pla¬ 
ced  when  he  concluded  the  preli¬ 
minaries,  and  that  it  was  evident 
that  the  general  had  done  every 
thing  that  was  pofhble  under  fuch 
circumftances  :  but,  added  the 
minifter,  circumftances  have  chang¬ 
ed,  and  you  will  both  know  how 
to  avail  yourfelves  of  them,  to 
render  more  favourable  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  a  definitive  peace.  France, 
we  fee,  was  already  preparing  for 
a  war  of  chicane.  It  was  under 
thefe  aufpices  that  the  conferences 
were  begun. 

On  the  return  of  the  marquis  de 
Gallo  from  Vienna,  with  the  ra¬ 
tified  preliminaries,  he  had  an  in¬ 
terview  with  Buonaparte,  atGratz, 
in  which,  among  other  things  of 
lefs  moment,  he  informed  the 
French  general  that  the  emperor 
was  deftrous  to  conned!  his  politi¬ 
cal  fyftem  clofely  with  that  of 
France,  that  he  had  already  given 
full  powers  to  treat  definitively  of 
peace,  that  he  wifhed  to  nego¬ 
tiate  feparately,  as  foon  as  poftible, 
and  in  Italy,  and  that  the  allies 
fhould  not  be  admitted  till  the 
queftion  was  brought  forward  of 
the  peace  of  the  empire,  the  nego¬ 
tiation  for  which  might,  he  fug- 
gefted,  be  carried  on  at  Conftance, 
or  fome  other  city  in  Germany. 

The  circumftance  of  the  empe¬ 
ror  having  thus  refolved  to  con¬ 
clude  a  feparate  treaty,  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  grateful  to  the  French 


Diredlory,  and  excited  a  hope  that 
it  might  be  poftible  to  get  rid  al¬ 
together  of  the  purpofed  Congrefs. 
This  objedt  generals  Buonaparte 
and  Clarke,  who  were  appointed  the 
plenipotentiaries,  were  directed  to 
ufe  their  efforts  to  attain  ;  or,  if 
that  could  not  be  accomplifhed, 
at  leaf!  to  exclude  from  the  Con¬ 
grefs  thofe  powers  which  were  fo¬ 
reign  to  the  empire  ;  an  exclufion 
which  was  plainly  diredted  againft 
this  country.  It  was  alfo  parti¬ 
cularly  urged  that,  in  the  nego¬ 
tiation  now  fet  on  foot  with  the 
emperor,  no  mention  whatever 
fhould  be  fuffered  of  England. 

In  purfuance  of  their  plan  to 
ameliorate  the  conditions  of  the 
preliminary  treaty,  the  French 
rulers,  at  the  very  outfet,  inftruc- 
ted  their  plenipotentiaries  to  infift 
that  their  armies  on  the  Rhine 
fhould  be  allowed  to  occupy  all 
the  territory  of  the  empire  as  far  as 
the  Lech  and  the  Rednitz,  and  all 
the  fortreffes  on  the  Rhine,  or  at 
leaf!  thofe  of  Mentz,  Ehrenbreit- 
ftein,  and  Manheim ;  and  that 
only  in  proportion  as  thofe  armies 
advanced  into  Germany  fhould 
their  army  in  Italy  withdraw  from 
the  provinces  which  were  allotted 
there  to  his  Imperial  majefty. 
This  arrangement  was  manifeftly 
propofed  for  the  purpofe  of  leaving 
the  empire  entirely  at  their  mercy, 
and  having  a  powerful  check  upon 
Auflria  herfelf. 

That  on  the  fide-  of  Germany 
any  addition  fhould  be  made  to 
the  indemnity  which  was  ©ranted 

O 

to  the  emperor  was  confidered  by 
the  Directory  as  a  circumftance  to 
be  avoided,  if  poftible,  and  not  to 
be  agreed  to  without  his  renounc¬ 
ing  a  part  of  that  which  he  was 
to  receive  in  Italy.  There  was, 

however* 
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however,  one  cafe  in  which  he 
was  to  be  liberally  dealt  with, 
even  in  that  quarter.  The  Di¬ 
rectory,  though  unwilling  to  con¬ 
tinue  a  conteft  for  this  objeCt, 
had  a  longing  defire  to  extend 
the  limits  of  the  republic  to  the 
left  bank  of  that  river,  throughout 
the  whole  of  its  courfe  below  the 
northern  boundary  of  Alface.  If 
thofe  limits  could  be  obtained,  it 
was  ready  to  difplay  its  gratitude, 
by  confenting  that  the  emperor 
fhould  receive,  as  an  equivalent, 
the  archbilhopric  of  Saltlhurgh, 
and  the  two  bifiioprics  of  Trent 
and  Brixen.  At  the  fame  time  it 
was  no  lefs  anxious  to  rid  itfelf  of 
him  as  a  neighbour,  and  it,  there¬ 
fore,  fuggefted  the  propriety  of 
prevailing  on  him  to  relinquish 
his  Swabian  dominions,  which,  it 
faid  might  be  employed  to  indem¬ 
nify  fome  of  the  princes  who  had 
loft  their  dominions  on  the  left  of 
the  Rhine.  The  Directory  alfo 
wiftied  to  procure  the  ceflion  of 
the  Frickthal,  that  it  might  ex¬ 
change  that  diftriCt  for  fome  por¬ 
tions  of  the  Swifs  territory,  which 
were  calculated  to  improve  the 
French  frontier  in  a  military  point 
of  view. 

Among  thofe  princes  for  whom 
an  indemnity  was  to  be  provided 
was  the  Stadtholder,  and  it  was  in¬ 
timated  that  the  Directory  would 
fee  with  pleafure  the  expulfion  of 
the  Britiih  monarch  from  Germa¬ 
ny,  for  the  purpofe  of  transferring 
his  electorate  to  the  houfe  of  Naf- 
fau.  The  general  fund  for  indemni¬ 
fying  the  difpoffeffed  princes  was, 
however,  to  be  found  in  the  fecu- 
larization  cf  the  ecclefiaftical  prin¬ 
cipalities  ;  a  meafure  to  which  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  eager  for  his  (hare 
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of  the  fpoil,  yielded  a  ready  or  a 
joyful  affento  It  was,  indeed, 
from  this  fund  that  he  was  to  de¬ 
rive  an  equivalent  for  Cleves  and 
Gueldres,  which  he  had  confented 
eventually  to  make  over  to  the 
French  republic ;  doubtlefs  in  the 
hope  of  being  gratified  with  a  re¬ 
ward  of  more  than  commenfurate 
value. 

In  Italy  the  DireCIory  did  not 
at  firft  purpofe  to  deviate  from 
what  had  been  fettled  by  the  pre¬ 
liminary  articles.  But  it  foon 
changed  its  plan,  and,  in  fubfe- 
quent  inftruclions  to  its  negotia¬ 
tors,  which  were  fent  to  them 
eight  days  after  it  had  fan&ioned 
the  treaty  with  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  of  Venice,  it  declared  that 
it  would  allow  Venice  to  come 
under  the  fway  of  the  emperor, 
provided  he  would  admit  of  Man¬ 
tua  and  the  territory  as  far  as  the 
Adige  being  united  with  the  Lom¬ 
bard  republic,  and  alfo  of  the  Ve¬ 
netian  ifies  being  appropriated  by 
France.  This  offer  places  in  a 
ftrong  light  the  boafted  good  faith 
of  the  French  rulers.  s 

With  refpeCt  to  Italy  there  was 
another  point,  in  which  the  Direc¬ 
tory  manifefted  its  difpofition  to 
bind  others,  without  being  bound 
itfelf.  It  required  that  the  em¬ 
peror  fhould  guarantee,*  in  perpe¬ 
tuity,  the  independence  of  the 
Lombard  republic,  in  which  re¬ 
public  France  was  to  have  an 
army  of  twenty-five  thoufand  men ; 
but  it  pofitively  refufed,  “  under 
any  pretext  whatever,  to  lend  it¬ 
felf  to  a  guarantee  of  the  poffef- 
fions  which  the  emperor  might 
take  to  himfelf  in  Italy.* *  The 
meaning  of  this  refufal  is  obvious, 
and  we  (hall  fee,  in  another  part 
[  D  d  ]  of 
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of  this  chapter,  the  conftruCiion 
which  was  put  upon  it  by  the 
French  general. 

Among  the  acquifitions  which 
France  fought  to  gain  was  the 
ifland  of  Elba.  The  oftenfible 
reafon  for  coveting  this  fpot  was 
its  valuable  mines  of  iron  ;  the 
real  one  was  probably  its  po¬ 
rtion,  which  fitted  it  for  an  ad¬ 
vanced  poft  to  watch  and  threaten 
the  Italian  dates.  In  exchange 
for  Elba,  the  Dire&ory  was  dif- 
pofed  to  make  over  Corfu  or  Ce- 
phalonia  to  the  king  of  Naples, 
On  condition  that  he  fhould  corn- 
pen  fate  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany 
and  the  prince  of  Piombino  for 
thofe  portions  of  the  ifland  which 
belonged  to  them. 

That  no  agreement  was  ulti¬ 
mately  made  on  this  fubjeCt  with 
the  Neapolitan  monarch,  is  not  to 
be  attributed  to  his  having  felt  the 
slighted  relu&ance  to  participate 
in  the  fpoils  which  were  wrefted 
from  other  powers.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  difplayed  an  avidity  for 
plunder  which  was  difgraceful  to 
his  chara&er,  and  gave  him  a  fair 
title  to  be  claffed  among  thofe  fo- 
vereigns,  of  whom  it  may  be  faid, 
in  the  emphatic  language  of  Mr. 
Burke,  that  they  were  “  emulous 
in  bidding  againft  their  own  efti- 
tnation.,>  At  fome  times  the  Ve¬ 
netian  iflands,  and  at  other  times 
the  Marches  of  Ancona  and  of 
Fermo,  were  the  objefts  of  his  dis¬ 
honourable  ambition.  But  it  was 
for  the  two  papal  provinces,  as 
being  mod  conveniently  fituated, 
that  his  predilection  was  the  ftrong- 
ed,  and  he  fee  ms  to  have  purpofed 
to  win  them  by  arms,  in  cafe  he 
failed  to  obtain  them  by  the  aid 
of  negotiation.  France,  however, 
though  file  concealed  her  refolve, 
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and  even  encouraged  him  by  flat¬ 
tering  profeffions,  was  determined 
to  fruftrate  his  defigns,  but  not 
till  he  had  incurred  all  the  fhame 
of  attempting  to  realize  them. 
His  army  might  be  permitted  to 
march  towards  Rome,  becaufe, 
faid  the  Directory,  “  we  have  not 
guaranteed  to  the  Pope  and  his 
fucceff'ors  the  territory  which  re¬ 
mains  to  them.  It  cannot  be 
otherwife  than  ufeful  to  us  to  differ 
the  court  of  Naples  to  take  upon 
itfelf  all  the  odium  of  an  ufurpa- 
tion.  In  trying  to  keep  down  a 
revolution  at  Rome,  it  is  very 
poffible  that  he  will  fucceed  only 
in  exciting  one  in  his  own  domi¬ 
nions.  ’* 

In  addition  to  thefe  changes  in 
Italy,  there  was  another  change, 
which,  as  we  have  already  hinted 
in  the  volume  for  1796,  Carnot 
was  defirous  to  make.  This  was 
to  be  effefted  by  enlarging  the 
dominions  of  the  duke  of  Parma 
with  a  portion  of  the  Papal  Lega¬ 
tions  and  the  duchy  of  Modena, 
receiving  from  Spain  Florida 
and  Louifiana  as  an  equivalent  for 
this  favour  ;  in  order  to  obtain 
the  threefold  advantage  of  railing 
a  ftronger  barrier  againft  Auftria, 
irfterefting  the  king  of  Spain  in 
the  prefervation  of  the  new  ftate 
of  things  in  Italy,  and  acquiring 
the  means  of  exercifing  an  influ* 
ence  over  the  American  govern¬ 
ment.  Another  plan,  fimilar  in 
its  nature,  was  propofed  by  Buo¬ 
naparte.  It  con  lifted  in  giving  to 
the  duke  of  Parma  the  whole  or  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  Ecclefiaf- 
tical  territory,  with  perhaps  the 
title  of  king,  on  condition  that 
his  duchy  fhould  be  incorporated 
with  the  Cifalpine  republic,  and 
that  a  certain  number  of  Spanifh 

troops, 
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troops  {hould  adt  as  auxiliaries  with 
the  French  army.  1  his  arrange¬ 
ment  would  have  had  the  addi¬ 
tional  advantages  of  extinguifhing 
the  Papal  power,  and  bridling  the 
king  of  Naples.  Both  thefe  pro¬ 
jects  were,  however,  fruftrated  by 
thofe  members  of  the  Directory 
who  were  hoftile  to  Carnot. 

While  the  Directory  was  dif- 
patching  its  inftruCtions  the  con¬ 
ferences  were  already  proceeding. 
They  were  opened,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  May,  at  Montebello, 
near  Milan,  between  the  Marquis 
de  Gallo  on  the  one  fide,  to  whom 
general  Meerfeldt  was  Ihortly  af¬ 
ter  added,  and  generals  Buonaparte 
and  Clarke,  on  the  other.  The 
frit  ftep  of  the  negotiators  was  to 
fign  an  agreement,  that  the  peace 
between  the  emperor  and  France 
(hould  be  concluded  and  made 
public  before  the  opening  of  the 
negotiation  for  peace  with  the 
empire ;  that  it  {hould  be  kept  fe- 
cret,  and  not  be  prefented  to  the 
French  legiilature  to  be  ratified, 
till  a  period  which  was  to  be  fet- 
tied  by  the  contracting  powers ; 
that  the  negotiation  for  peace  with 
the  empire  {hould  be  commenced 
at  Raftadt,  on  the  fir  ft  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  July  ;  and  that  no  foreign 
power  {hould  be  admitted  to  it, 
but  that  his  imperial  majefty 
(hould  be  at  liberty  to  offer  his 
mediation  for  his  allies.  The  lat¬ 
ter  article  was,  however,  modified 
by  another,  which  left  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  plenipotentiaries  the  option, 
within  fifteen  days,  of  admitting 
their  fovereign’s  allies  to  the  con- 
grefs  of  Raftadt,  in  which  cafe  the 
allies  of  France  were  alfo  to  be 
admitted.  It  is  plain,  from  the 
tenor  of  thefe  articles,  that  the 
negotiators  calculated  upon  being 


able  to  bring  about  a  treaty  much 
more  fpeedily  than  they  afterwards 
found  it  practicable  to  do. 

At  the  very  outfet  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  a  projeCt  was  drawn  up, 
which  deviated  widely  from  the 
preliminary  articles.  On  the  fide 
ot  Germany  it  was  propofed  to 
give  the  Rhine  as  a  boundary  to 
France,  and  Salt  (burgh  and  Paf- 
fau  to  the  emperor,  as  an  equiva¬ 
lent  or  reward  for  this  conceflion  ; 
to  find  the  king  of  Pruftia  an  in¬ 
demnity  in  the  empire  for  the  duchy 
of  Cleves,  or  reftore  to  him  that 
duchy  ;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  thefe  changes,  to  preferve  the 
Germanic  body  as  it  then  flood* 
To  deftroy  that  body  would,  as 
Buonaparte  juftly  remarked  to  his 
employers,  be  an  act  of  impolicy, 
as  it  would  throw  ten  or  twelve 
millions  of  people  into  the  hands 
of  two  powers,  both  of  which 
were  equally  objeTs  of  jealoufy 
to  France.  If  fuch  a  body  did 
not  exift,  it  would,  he  faid,  be 
neceffary  to  create  it  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  the  republic. 

In  Italy,  the  emperor  was  to 
receive  the  Venetian  territory  on 
the  left  of  the  Adige,  includ¬ 
ing  Venice,  and  Mantua  and  the 
ftates  as  far  as  the  Adige  were  to 
be  made  over  to  the  new  republic. 
Only  ten  days  before  this  confer¬ 
ence,  Buonaparte  had  figned  his 
treaty  with  the  provifional  go¬ 
vernment  of  Venice.  He  now 
coolly  defended  the  purpofed  vio¬ 
lation  of  it,  and  the  extinction  of 
the  Venetian  name,  on  the  ground 
that  Venice,  having  been  declin¬ 
ing  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  the  rife  of 
Triefte  and  Ancona,  could  not 
without  difficulty  furvive  the  blows 
which  France  had  given  to  her  ; 
[  D  d  2  ]  that 
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that  her  population  was  inept, 
cowardly,  and  not  at  all  qualified 
for  liberty  ;  and  that,  being  with¬ 
out  foil,  and  without  water,  it 
feemed  natural  that  the  capital 
fhould  be  left  in  the  hands  of  thofe 
to  whom  France  might  think  fit 
to  affign  the  continent.  ((  We 
Ihall,”  faid  he,  u  take  the  vef- 
fels,  {trip  the  arfenal,  carry  off  all 
the  artillery,  deftroy  the  bank, 
and  keep  Corfu  and  Ancona.' ”  It 
will  be  remembered  by  the  reader, 
that  Ancona,  which  it  was  thus 
purpofed  to  keep,  and  which  was 
defcribed  as  becoming  every  day 
more  formidable,  was,  according 
to  the  treaty  of  Tolentino,  to  be 
reftored  to  the  Pope,  on  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  continental  peace.  But 
perfidy  feems  to  have  been  the  na¬ 
tural  element  of  the  French  rulers. 

The  diftance  of  Montebello  from 
the  Auftrian  capital,  and  the  flow, 
procraftinating  fpirit  of  the  Auf¬ 
trian  cabinet,  prevented  any  re¬ 
ply  from  being  given  to  thefe  pro- 
pofitions  till  towards  the  middle 
of  June  ;  when,  M.  de  Meerveldt 
having  joined  M.  de  Gallo,  the 
negotiation  was  refumed.  His  im¬ 
perial  majefty  was  now  defirous  of 
reverting  to  the  original  plan  of 
a  congrefs,  to  which  he  wifhed, 
though  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  for 
what  purpofe,  that  Ruflia  fhould 
be  admitted.  With  refped  to  the 
indemnity  for  the  ceffions  which 
he  was  to  make,  he  claimed  the 
Brefcian,  in  addition  to  Venice, 
the  latter  of  which  he  confidered 
as  being  merely  an  equivalent  for 
the  Brifgau,  which  he  was  to  re- 
linquifh  to  the  duke  of  Modena. 
He  had  already  taken  poffeffion  of 
Iftria,  and  Dalmatia,  in  purfuance 
of  the  preliminary  articles,  though 
the  tenor  of  thofe  articles  did  not 


authorize  his  fo  doing.  At  the 
fame  time,  in  order  to  give  weight 
to  his  further  claims,  he  made  vi¬ 
gorous  efforts  to  put  his  armies  in 
a  warlike  poflure. 

Though  the  conferences  were 
begun,  the  Auftrian  negotiators 
had  not  yet  received  their  full 
powers.  Without  noticing,  there* 
fore,  the  new  demands  of  the  em¬ 
peror,  the  French  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  delivered  to  M 
de  Gallo  and  his  colleagues 
a  note,  in  which  they  complained, 
ftrongly  but  decoroufly,  of  the  de¬ 
lay  in  fending  thofe  powers,  and 
infilled  upon  a  compliance  with 
the  ftipulation  in  the  prelimina¬ 
ries,  that  peace  fhould,  at  the 
lateft,  be  concluded  within  three 
months,  two  of  which  had  already 
elapfed.  In  conclufion  they  hint¬ 
ed  that  war  would  probably  be 
the  refult  of  the  continuance  of 
fuch  condud,  and  that  the  whole 
blame  of  it  would  fall  upon  the 
head  of  his  imperial  majefty. 

This  ftep  was  fandioned  by  the 
Diredory,  which  likewife  refufed 
to  confen  t  to  carry  on  the  nego- 
ciations  in  a  congrefs ;  obferving, 
and  not  without  reafon,  that  the 
emperor  having  himfelf  propofed 
to  treat  feparately,  and  having  al¬ 
lowed  the  time  to  pafs  by  within 
which  there  was  left  to  him  the 
option  of  treating  in  concert  with 
his  allies,  he  could  have  no  right 
to  infill  on  a  condition  from  which 
he  had  doubly  receded.  It  was 
alfo  urged  that  there  was  no  pre¬ 
text  for  the  intervention  of  Rufiia, 
which  could  only  be  prejudicial, 
even  to  the  emperor  himfelf ;  and 
that  England,  having  agreed  to 
negotiate  at  Lille,  could  take  no 
fhare  in  the  proceedings  of  a  con¬ 
grefs.  Though  irritated  by  the 

tardinefs 


June 

20. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


tardinefs  ef  the  emperor  to  com¬ 
ply  with  its  wifhes,  the  Directory 
did  not  think  it  prudent,  at  this 
moment,  to  replunge  into  a  war. 
It  owned  that  it  was  anxious  to 
prevent  the  recommencement  of 
hoftilities,  becaufe  fuch  an  event 
would  produce  a  ftnifter  effed  on 
the  minds  of  the  French  people, 
and  it,  therefore,  directed  that, 
at  all  events,  the  armiftice  fhould 
not  be  broken  ;  but  it  recom¬ 
mended  to  its  diplomatic  agents 
to  hide  their  weaknefs  by  difplay- 
ing  great  energy,  and  fpeaking  in 
a  menacing  tone,  and  to  prepare 
for  the  worft,  by  organizing  a  re¬ 
publican  government  in  Italy,  and 
putting  all  things  in  readinefs  to 
unfheathe  the  fword. 

In  the  hope,  perhaps,  of  accele. 
rating  the  progrefs  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  the  feat  of  it  was,  in  the 
beginning  of  July,  removed  to 
Udine,  in  the  province  of  Friuli. 
If,  however,  fuch  were  the  hope, 
it  was  not  realized  ;  for,  though 
the  diftance  to  Vienna  was  fhort- 
ened  by  one  half,  the  treaty  con¬ 
tinued  to  creep  on  as  tardily  as 
before.  The  pretence  oi  Buona¬ 
parte  being  for  a  while  necelfary 
at  Milan,  general  Clarke  departed 
alone  for  Udine,  where  he  remain¬ 
ed  in  a  compelled  inadion  during 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  month, 
the  Auftrian  envoys  not  having 
yet  received  their  powers,  and  one 
of  them,  the  marquis  de  Gallo, 
being  abfent  at  Vienna,  for  the 
purpofe  of  confulting  the  Auftrian 
cabinet. 

Buonaparte  was  not  of  a  tem¬ 
per  to  tolerate  thefe  delays.  He 
loudly  complained  of  them  to  the 
Diredory,  and  he  unhelitatingly 
afcribed  them  to  the  effect  pro¬ 
duced  on  the  minifters  of  the  em- 
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peror,  by  the  condud  of  that  party 
in  France  which  was  ading  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  Diredorial  go¬ 
vernment,  and  which  he  chofe  to 
confider  as  being  compofed  of  roy- 
alifts.  In  his  opinion  the  Auf¬ 
trian  cabinet  was  procraftinating 
the  bufinefs,  in  the  fanguine  ex¬ 
pectation  that  the  triumph  of  a 
fadion  would  enable  it  to  didate 
the  terms  of  a  peace.  The  re¬ 
medy  which  he  more  than  once 
recommended  was  of  a  violent  na¬ 
ture.  It  conftfted  in  arrefting  the 
emigrants,  forcibly  fhutting  up  the 
club  of  Clichy,  which  he  confider- 
ed  as  the  centre  of  the  royalift 
intrigues,  demolifhing  the  printing 
preffes  of  feveral  journals  which 
he  pointed  out,  and  eftablilhing 
other  journals,  to  preach  republi¬ 
can  dodrines ;  and,  as  the  Direc¬ 
tory  might,  perhaps,  think  its 
ftrength  infuflicient  to  accomplifti 
this  plan,  he  encouraged  it  by  a 
dired  intimation  that,  fhould  it 
ftand  in  need  of  afliftance,  it  might 
fafely  rely  upon  fupport  from  the 
armies.  In  addition  to  this  do- 
meftic  meafure,  he  propofed  to 
bring  the  emperor  to  reafon  by  a 
declaration,  that,  if  the  treaty 
were  not  figned  by  the  end  of 
Auguft,  the  preliminaries  fhould 
be  confidered  as  annulled,  and  the 
war  fhould  recommence.  If,  aid¬ 
ed  by  the  reinforcements  which  he 
demanded,  he  were  enabled  to 
open  the  campaign  in  September, 
he  promifed  to  reach  Vienna  by 
the  vintage  feafon,  give  the  Hun¬ 
garian  peafants  an  opportunity  of 
drinking  Tokay,  and  force  his 
imperial  majefty  to  fign  a  lefs  ad¬ 
vantageous  peace  than  that  which 
was  now  rejeded.  Such  was  his  ea- 
gernefs  on  this  head  that,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  he  even  wifhed  for  the  con- 
[  zDds]  clufion 
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clufion  of  a  treaty  with  England  ; 
fo  as  to  leave  the  emperor  to  con¬ 
tend,  fingle-handed,with  theFrench 
republic. 

The  plot  of  the  majority  of  the 
Directory,  againft  their  colleagues 
and  the  two  councils,  of  which 
plot  Buonaparte  may  be  looked 
upon  as  being  at  leaft  the  adoptive 
father,  was,  however,  not  yet  ma¬ 
tured  enough  to  allow  of  their 
throwing  down  the  gauntlet  to 
his  imperial  majefty.  Buonaparte 
was,  therefore,  again  inftructed  to 
forbear  from  manifefting  any  hof- 
tile  intentions  ;  “  it  being,  faid  the 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  the  re- 
folution  of  the  Directory,  that 
neither  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  nor 
the  enemies  in  the  interior,  fhall 
have  the  fhadow  of  a  reafon  for 
throwing  on  it  the  blame  of  hav¬ 
ing  defired  the  continuation  of  the 
war.  It  wifhes  that  all,  abfo- 
lutely  all,  the  wrong  fhould  be 
be  on  the  fide  of  the  emperor,  and 
when  the  meafure  fhall  be  full,  if 
war  fhould  then  break  out,  it  will 
be  the  more  terrible.  Till  then 
it  is  decidedly  anxious  for  peace. ** 
The  gravity  and  confidence  with 
which  this  pacific  language  was 
ufed  can  hardly  fail  to  excite  a 
fmile,  when  we  call  to  recollec¬ 
tion  the  fa6l,  for  which  there  is 
the  unquestionable  teftimony  of 
Carnot,  that  peace  might,  at  any 
period,  have  been  made,  had  not 
the  Directory,  deviating  from  the 
preliminaries,  and  from  its  own 
offers,  perfifted  in  at  once  demand¬ 
ing  Mantua  and  retaining  Venice. 

Of  this  bad  faith  in  the  Direc¬ 
tory  the  Auflrfan  cabinet  feems  to 
have  availed  itfelf,  in  order  to 
gain  time  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
better  prepared  to  cope  with  the 
pnemy,  fhould  the  negotiation  at 


length  be  broken  off.  Delay  was 
undoubtedly  favourable  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  as,  while  it  enabled  him  to 
call  forth  and  concentrate  all  his 
refources,  it  abridged  the  feafon 
during  which  alone  the  republican 
armies  could  acf  againft  him  with 
effedi.  Proceeding  apparently  on 
this  fyftem,  his  negociators  gave 
in,  in  the  courfe  of  two  days,  no 
lefs  than  fix  notes,  which  were 
rather  of  the  nature  of  dilatory 
pleas,  than  of  communications  in¬ 
tended  to  forward  the  treaty. 
They  complained,  among  other 
grievances,  of  the  changes  which 
had  taken  place  at  Venice  and 
Genoa,  and  of  the  expulfion  of 
the  duke  of  Modena  ;  but  the 
moft  important  points  in  them 
were  a  formal  proteft  againft  the 
independence  of  Lombardy,  and  a 
propofal  for  holding  two  congreffes, 
at  which  the  negociations  fhould 
be  fimultanepuily  carried  on,  by 
all  the  belligerent  powers. 

This  ftep  drew  forth  a  long  and 
angry  note  from  the  French  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries.  The  cabi-  t  , 
net  of  Vienna  was  charged  J  / 

o  2  o  • 

vyith  feizing  every  pretext 
to  throw  obftacles  in  the  way  of 
peace,  with  not  even  paying  a 
decent  refpedl  to  appearances,  with 
having  violated  the  preliminaries, 
and  with  protradling  the  confer¬ 
ences,  merely  to  delude  Europe 
and  to  prepare  for  war.  The  pro¬ 
teft  relative  to  Lombardy,  the  de¬ 
mand  of  a  congrefs,  and  the  back- 
wardnefs  in  bringing  the  treaty  to 
a  conclufion,  were  particularly  fpe- 
cified  as  manifeft  violations  of  the 
preliminary  articles  ;  but  the  pro¬ 
teft  was  confidered  as  being  the 
moft  flagrant  and  offenfiveof  them 
all.  As  to  the  duke  of  Modena, 
it  was  aliened  that  the  French 
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republic  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  queftion  of  his  dethronement, 
which  was  entirely  an  affair  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  people.  With 
equal  boldnefs,  and  with  Hill  lefs 
veracity,  it  was  affirmed  that 
France  had  taken  no  part  in  the 
changes  at  Venice  and  Genoa, 
that  fhe  had  intervened  at  the  re- 
queft  of  the  people,  and  out  of 
pure  humanity,  to  avert  the  com- 
miffion  of  revolutionary  enormi¬ 
ties,  and  that  her  troops  were  fta- 
tioned  at  Venice  merely  as  auxili¬ 
aries  of  the  Venetian  government. 
On  the  fcore  of  Venice,  however, 
the  plenipotentiaries  did  not  neg- 
left  to  take  advantage  of  the  pal¬ 
pable  opening  which  was  afforded 
by  the  conduft  of  his  imperial 
majefty  j  and  accordingly  they 
treated  with  bitter  derifion  his 
pretended  regard  for  a  republic, 
two  of  whofe  fineft  provinces  he 
had  already  grafped,  and  of  whofe 
remaining  territories  he  did  not 
conceal  his  eager  impatience  to  be¬ 
come  the  poffeffor.  In  conclufion, 
they  expreffed  their  readinefs  to 
fign  a  peace  mutually  advantage¬ 
ous  to  Auftria  and  France  ;  but 
they  pofitively  refufed  to  fuffer 
the  imperial  troops  to  occupy  ano¬ 
ther  inch  of  the  ceffions  till  that 
event  took  place  ;  they  aiked,  in 
an  emphatic  tone,  whether  Auf¬ 
tria  was  defircus  of  commencing 
another  war,  and  they  declared 
that  France  would  rather  take  up 
arms  once  more  than  confent  to 
be  a  dupe  to  the  fubtleties  and  in* 
fincerity  of  the  imperial  cabinet. 
The  clofing  paragraph  of  this  note 
contained  an  obvious  abufton  to  the 
demand  of  Mantua  by  the  French 
rulers.  “To  make  peace  depend 
upon  obtaining  a  population  of  a 
few  thoufands  more,  which  could 


add  nothing  to  the  power  of  g 
great  people,  was/*  it  faid,  t(  to 
forget  all  the  calamities  under 
which  fuffering  humanity  groaned, 
and  to  call  for  a  war  which  could 
anfwer  no  ufeful  purpofe  to  ei-? 
ther  of  the  two  nations.*'  It  is 
ft  range  that  the  plenipotentiaries 
did  not  perceive  that  their  argu¬ 
ment  was  a  weapon  which  might, 
on  this  occafion,  be  turned  againft 
themfelves  with  decifive  effeft. 
Hitherto  the  Directory  had  eon- 
fidered  it  to  be  politic  rather  to  in¬ 
demnify  the  emperor  on  the  fide 
of  Italy,  than  on  that  of  Germany,, 
In  its  firft  inftruftions  it  had 
ftronady  recommended  to  the  ne- 
gotiators  to  aft  upon  this  fyftem, 
A  complete  change,  however,  now 
took  place  in  its  ideas  on  this  fub*» 
jeft.  It  difcovered  that  found  po¬ 
licy  required  the  emperor  to  be 
removed  as  far  as  poffible 
from  Italy,  and  fixed  in 
Germany.  The  reafons 
affigned  for  this  newly  adopted 
opinion  were,  that  to  indemnify 
him  in  Germany  would  diminifft 
his  maritime  power,  put  him  in 
contaft  with  his  ancient  rival,  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  and  place  him  at 
a  fafe  diftance  from  the  Italian 
republic,  which,  deficient  in  mili¬ 
tary  means,  and  prefled  between 
the  emperor  and  the  grand  duke 
of  Tufcany,  would  foon  be  fubju- 
gated  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  if 
his  imperial  majefty  were  permit¬ 
ted  to  retain  any  footing  in  Italy? 

To  prevail  on  the  emperor  ta 
confent  to  this  arrangement,  the 
French  negotiators  were  inftruft> 
ed  to  fuggeft,  that  it  was  not  de¬ 
ft  r  able  for  him  to  receive  a  terri¬ 
tory  inhabited  by  a  people  full  of 
the  fpirit  of  liberty,  and  neigh? 
hours  of  a  democratic  republic,  to 
[  %  D  d  4  ]  whom 
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whom  he  mull  grant  privileges 
not  in  accordance  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  his  other  ftates 
were  governed,  and  whom,  never- 
thelefs,  he  could  not  hope  to  re¬ 
tain  in  quiet  fubjedion  ;  that  fuch 
unwilling  fubjeds  would  infallibly 
turn  their  arms  againft  him,  when¬ 
ever  he  came  to  a  rupture  with 
France  ;  that  his  vicinity  to  the 
Italian  republic, which  republic  the 
Directory  had  fo  ftrong  an  interell 
in  preferring,  would  continually 
give  rife  to  contention,  and  thus 
furnilh  a  caufe  for  war ;  and  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  by  agreeing  to 
receive  his  indemnity  within  the 
limits  of  the  empire,  where  the 
people  were  accuflomed  to  and 
loved  the  Auftrian  fway,  and 
where  he  would  be  remote  from 
France  and  her  natural  allies,  he 
might  enjoy  his  acquifitions  with¬ 
out  having  caufe  to  apprehend  ei¬ 
ther  revolt  at  home,  or  the  re¬ 
currence  of  hoftilities  with  the 
French  republic. 

Should  thefe  arguments  prove  to 
be  convincing,  the  negotiators 
were  direded  to  propofe  that,  pro¬ 
vided  the  emperor  infilled  on  hold¬ 
ing  Dalmatia  and  Iftria,  there 
fhould  be  given  to  him  the  arch- 
bifhopric  of  Saltzburgh,  and  the 
bilhopric  of  Palfau,  in  exchange 
for  the  provinces  beyond  the  Min- 
cio,  and  the  Venetian  Terra  Fir- 
ma  ;  but,  if  he  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  relinquilh  Iftria  and  Dal¬ 
matia,  he  fhould  alfo  be  allowed 
to  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  dif- 
trid  of  Berchtoldsgaden,  the  bi- 
lhoprics  of  Trent  and  Brixen,  and 
all  that  part  of  the  upper  Palati¬ 
nate  which  is  included  betwen  the 
river  Nab  and  the  Bohemian  fron¬ 
tier.  To  carry  this  important 
point,  the  republican  plenipoten- 
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tiaries  were  charged  to  exert  their 
utmoft  Ikill. 

If,  however,  a  deaf  ear  fhould 
unfortunately  be  turned  to  thefe 
dilinterefted  reafonings,  they  were 
authorized  to  yield  to  neceflity, 
and  to  fubmit  to  tolerate  Auftria 
as  an  Italian  power.  But  to 
Mantua  the  Diredory  ftill  clung 
with  the  molt  tenacious  adherence. 
That  was  on  no  confideration  to 
be  refigned,  though  Buonaparte 
had  declared  that  its  place,  as  a 
fortrefs,  might  be  advantageoully 
fupplied  by  Pizzighettone.  To 
induce  the  emperor  to  yield  up 
not  only  Mantua,  but  likewife  all 
that  had  been  promifed  to  him  on 
the  right  of  the  Adige,  including 
the  Mantuan,  a  part  of  the  Bref- 
cian,  and  the  Polefine  of  Rovigo, 
the  inducement  was  merely  the  bi- 
fhopric  of  Palfau,  without  the  city 
of  that  name.  Should  that  fail, 
a  reludant  confent  was  given,  as 
a  laft  refource,  to  his  becoming 
matter  of  Venice.  Much  folici- 
tude  was  exprelfed,  to  hinder  the 
emperor  from  feizing  upon  Bava¬ 
ria,  an  objed  which  he  was  not 
unnaturally  fuppofed  to  have  al¬ 
ways  in  view,  and  alfo  from  ob¬ 
taining  any  ceflion  whatever  in 
the  empire,  except  through  the 
medium,  or  under  the  influence,  of 
France.  At  a  later  period,  gene¬ 
ral  Defaix  was  difpatched  to  Mu¬ 
nich,  to  excite  the  Bavarian  court 
againft  Auftria ;  but  he  was  fo 
clofely  watched  by  the  Auftrian. 
embafly  and  officers,  and  by  fuch 
of  the  Bavarian  minifters  as  were 
attached  to  Auftria,  that  he  could 
find  no  opportunity  of  executing 
his  million. 

It  is  manifeft  that  thefe  terms 
would  have  been  far  lefs  beneficial 
to  the  emperor  than  thofe  to  which 

he 
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he  was  entitled  by  the  preliminary 
articles.  In  the  one  alternative, 
now  propofed  by  the  Diredory, 
inftead  of  the  country  which  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  Oglio  to  the 
Turkifh  frontier,  he  was  called 
upon  to  accept,  in  Germany,  a 
compenfation  utterly  inadequate, 
and  which  had  already  been  offered 
to  him,  in  addition,  as  the  reward 
of  his  acquiefcing  in  the  a  flump  - 
tion  of  the  Rhine,  as  a  boundary, 
by  France.  In  the  other,  he  was 
to  be  contented  with  the  bifhopric 
of  Paflau,  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
rich  provinces  between  the  Oglio, 
the  Adige,  and  the  Po. 

Though  thefe  conditions  were 
liable  to  no  fmall  objection,  it  is 
probable  that  it  was  the  influence 
of  Carnot  that  prevented  them 
from  being  ftill  more  objediona- 
ble.  The  renunciation  of  Venice 
was  undoubtedly  a  conceflion 
wrung  by  him  from  the  majority 
of  the  Directors ;  they  being,  as 
we  have  before  remarked,  obfti- 
nately  bent  upon  keeping  that  city. 
While,  indeed,  he  remained  in  the 
Directory,  he  never  ceafed  to  prefs 
his  unwilling  colleagues  to  confum- 
mate  the  work  of  peace,  and  at 
this  very  period,  which  was  not 
long  before  they  carried  into  ef- 
a  fed  their  plot  of  the  1 8th 
of  Frudidor,  he  endea- 
'  *  voured  to  ftimulate  Buo~ 

naparte  to  haften  the  defired  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  pending  treaty.  His 
letter  was  dextroufly  calculated  to 
work  upon  the  feelings  of  the  per- 
fon  to  whom  it  was  addrefled. 
Peace  alone  would,  he  told  him, 
put^  an  end  to  the  calamities  of 
their  country  ;  all  eyes  were  fixed 
upon  him  ;  he  held  in  his  hands 
the  fate  of  France  ;  and  by  figning 
,a  treaty  he  would  change  the  face 


of  it,  as  if  by  enchantment.  “  Be¬ 
lieve  me,  my  dear  general/’  faid 
he,  “  it  is  time  to  crown  your 
military  labours  ;  make  peace, 
there  is  only  that  kind  of  glory 
which  you  have  now  to  acquire. 
Do  not  let  us  again  make  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  republic  a  problem  ; 
remember  that  it  will  always  be 
fo  till  we  have  a  peace.  Should 
you  even  be  obliged  to  conclude 
it  merely  on  the  balls  of  the  pre¬ 
liminary  treaty  of  Leoben,  Hill 
conclude  it ;  it  will  ftill  be .  a 
fplendid  one  :  in  fail,  it  will  be 
fo  for  the  emperor  too  ;  but  what 
matters  ?  can  the  peace  be  a  folid 
one  if  it  be  a  burthenfome  one  to 
him  ?  From  the  moment  that  the 
apple  of  difcord,  furniftied  by  the 
Netherlands,  is  removed,  does  not 
the  emperor,  by  his  geographical 
pofition, become  naturally  and  com- 
pulforily  our  friend  ?  Befides  will 
not  his  aggrandizement  excite  the 
jealoufy  of  his  neighbours,  ofRuf- 
lia,  the  Turks,  and  the  king  of 
Pruflia  ;  and  will  not  his  new  pof- 
feftions  occafion  him  many  embar- 
raffments,  which  will  prevent  him, 
for  a  long  while,  from  turning  his 
attention  towards  us.” 

After  having  hinted  at  the  mea- 
fures  of  precaution  which,  in  order 
to  enfure  the  good  faith  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  cabinet,  it  would  be  neceflary 
to  take,  the  Director  thus  conclu¬ 
ded  his  letter  ;  evidently  convey¬ 
ing  delicate  admonition  through 
the  medium  of  complimentary  lan¬ 
guage.  “  It  feems  to  me  that  this 
may  eafily  be  done;  and  then, 
my  dear  general,  come  to  enjoy 
the  benedidions  of  the  whole 
French  people,  who  wil  call  you 
their  benefador ;  come,  and  af- 
tonilh  the  Parifians  by  your  mo¬ 
deration  and  philofophy.  A  thou. 

fand 
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fand  proje&s,  each  of  them  more 
abfurd  than  the  other,  are  attri¬ 
buted  to  you  ;  the  world  finds  it 
difficult  to  believe  that  a  man 
who  has  done  fuch  great  things 
can  defcend  to  live  like  a  private 
citizen.  For  my  parr,  I  think 
that  it  is  only  Buonaparte  become 
once  more  a  private  citizen,  that 
can  make  general  Buonaparte  be 
feen  in  all  his  greatnefs.,, 

What  were  at  this  period 
the  projefis  of  Buonaparte  may  be 
conje&ured,  but  cannot  be  cer¬ 
tainly  known.  That  his  ambi¬ 
tious  mind  at  times  meditated  fome 
fchemes  of  perfonal  advantage  and 
glory,  is  highly  probable;  that 
fuch  were  fuggefted  to  it,  is  ren¬ 
dered  certain  by  exiftiog  proof. 
We  may  believe  that  he  had  more 
than  one  prompter  ;  but  the  fug- 
geftions  of  one  remain  on  record. 
Among  his  papers,  which  have 
lately  come  to  light,  he  himfelf 
preferved  a  curious  and  important 
letter,  which,  though  anonymous, 
bears  the  ftamp  of  no  common  intel¬ 
lect.  Thedateofit  is  little  pofterior 
to  that  of  the  epiftle  of  Carnot.  It 
is  written  with  much  art,  much  elo¬ 
quence,  and  fome  firength  of  rea¬ 
soning  ;  appealing  at  once  to  his 
love  of  power  and  to  his  dread  of 
difgrace.  Placing  before  him  the 
alternative  of  a  choice  between 
efieem  and  hatred,  glory  and 
fhame,  extenfive  authority  and  a 
nothingnefs  which  would  conduct 
him  to  the  fcafifold,  and,  laltly, 
between  the  immortality  of  a 
great  man  and  that  of  a  punifhed 
tool  of  a  faction,  the  writer  de¬ 
clares  that  Buonaparte  mud  either 
return  to  France  and  live  there  a 
mere  citizen,  or  march  back  to  it 
with  his  army,  and  become  the 


head  of  a  party,  or  adopt  a  third 
meafure,  which,  after  having  dif- 
cufifed  the  two  others,  his  name- 
lefs  advifer  explains. 

The  plan  of  living  as  a  private 
citizen,  fo  ftrongly  recommended 
by  Carnot,  this  writer  unhefita- 
tingly  a  Herts  to  be  impracticable 
for  the  French  general,  and  never 
to  have  fucceeded  except  in  the 
cafe  of  Sylla  ;  a  firange  infinua* 
tion,  implying  that  Buonaparte 
was  even  now  a&ing  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  dictator.  The  reafon 
which  he  affigns  for  believing  this 
plan  to  be  impracticable  is,  that 
thofe  who  envy  the  general's  re¬ 
nown,  the  factions  of  all  deferip- 
tions,  who  would  never  forgive 
his  refufal  to  fecond  their  fchemes, 
and  that  clafs  of  men  whom  he  had 
exafperated  by  his  victories,  would 
all  unite  to  overwhelm  him,  and 
to  avenge  themfelves  by  fending 
him  to  the  fcaffold.  u  You  have,’* 
fays  his  monitor,  (C  undertaken  a 
career  which  is  the  more  difficult 
becaufe  you  muft  either  run  it  en¬ 
tirely,  or  perifh  Ihamefully  if  you 
once  make  a  paufe.J} 

The  fecond  courfe,  that  of  re,, 
turning  hoftilely  to  France,  this 
unknown  Mentor  afteCts  to  confi, 
der  as  too  odious  to  be  chofen  by 
Buonaparte  ;  yet,  while  he  fo 
treats  it,  his  fears  that  it  may  be 
chofen  are  plainly  vifible.  With 
refpeCt  to  the  principles  and  wilhes 
of  the  army  of  Italy,  he  fpeaks  in 
terras  the  meaning  of  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  mi  Hake,  and  with  a 
decifivenefs  of  tone  which  fup- 
pofes  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
fads  that  he  alferts.  “  Buona¬ 
parte,”  fays  he,  “  will  not  fully 
his  glory  by  coming  in  contact 
with  crime  ;  he  will  not  league 

himfelf 
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himfelf  with  thofe  who  are  dained 
by  the  blood  of  their  fellow  citi¬ 
zens  and  their  relations,  with  man- 
eaters,  and  thus  lhare  in  their  pad 
and  future  iniquities :  too  long  has 
France  been  rent  by  their  hands ; 
it  begins  to  breathe.  Far  from 
didurbing  that  rifing  tranquillity, 
which  it  owes  in  part  to  yourfelf, 
you  will,  on  the  contrary,  endea¬ 
vour  to  confolidate  it.  After  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  fcourge  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  ot  France,  will  you  enter 
your  country  tofpread  there  civil 
war,  and  perhaps  to  find  there  the 
ciofe  of  your  vi&ories,  difgrace 
and  death  ;  for  you  will  have  to 
combat  with  Frenchmen,  and 
Frenchmen  armed  by  defpair  !  No, 
general,  you  will  not  now  fecond 
the  views  of  fome  generals  and  of¬ 
ficers  of  your  army,  more  defirous 
of  pillage  and  of  power,  than  of 
liberty  and  equality,  which  in 
their  mouths  are  nothing  more 
than  a  pretext,  and  who,  after 
having  facked  Italy,  have  an 
equally  ardent  longing  to  carry 
fire,  fword,  and  infatiable  love  of 
plunder  into  their  native  land. 
Too  well  mud  you  know  and  de- 
fpile  them.  A  man  like  you 
ought  to  terminate  his  career  in  a 
manner  more  worthy  of  his  aufpi- 
cious  outfet,  and  the  means  of  do¬ 
ing  fo  I  will  now  point  out  to 
you.” 

Thofe  means  confided  informing 
Italy  into  an  empire  which  might 
acquire  a  preponderating  weight  in 
the  balance  of  Europe,  hold  the 
fcales  between  Germany  and 
b  ranee,  and  alternately  lend  its 
aid  to  that  date  which  might  be 
in  danger  of  being  oppreded  by 
the  other.  At  the  head  of  this 
new  empire  Buonaparte  was  to  be 
placed  j  and  it  was  confidcred  as 


not  one  of  the  lead  benefits  which 
France  would  derive  from  this 
fcheme,  that  he  might  retain  in 
his  pay  a  part  of  his  prefen t  army, 
which  France  could  not  keep  up 
without  difficulty,  and  which  was 
animated  by  fuch  a  fpirit  that  it 
could  not  return  home  without  en¬ 
dangering  the  public  tranquillity. 
Whoever  was  the  writer,  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  feelings 
and  prejudices  of  the  man  whom 
he  counfelled  ;  for,  as  a  make 
weight  to  his  arguments,  he  inti¬ 
mated  that  the  propofed  plan  would 
enable  Buonaparte  to  become  for¬ 
midable  by  his  maritime  forces, 
and  to  contend  with  the  Britifh 
for  the  madery  of  the  waves,  or 
at  lead  to  expel  them  entirely  from 
the  Mediterranean  fea. 

Whether  Buonaparte  was  of 
opinion  that  the  time  was  not  yet 
come  when  he  could  fafejy  affume 
the  fovereignty  of  Italy,  or  whe¬ 
ther  he  really  was  repugnant  to 
taking  a  dep  which  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  treafon  againd  his  coun¬ 
try,  mud  remain  a  fecret  within 
his  own  bofom  :  that  he  chofe  the 
path  which  was  pointed  out  by 
Carnot  is  well  known.  At  a  fub- 
fequent  period,  when  he  fuppofed 
his  talk  to  be  completed,  he  thus 
expreffed  himfelf.  “  I  have,  by 
my  fervices,  merited  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  government  and  of  the 
people;  I  have  received  repeated 
marks  of  their  efteem  ;  there  now 
remains  nothing  more  for  me  to 
do  than  to  return  to  the  crowd,  to 
take  up  the  ploughshare  of  Cincin- 
natus,  and  to  give  an  example  of 
refped  for  the  magidrates,  and  of 
averfion  for  a  military  domina¬ 
tion,  by  which  fo  many  republics 
have  been  dedroyed,  and  fo  many 
dates  have  been  ruined.’* 
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Happy  would  it  have  been  for 
the  world,  had  the  bread:  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  been  always  infpired  by 
fuch  honourable  feelings  as  he  ma¬ 
il  ifefted  on  this  occasion*  That, 
when  he  made  thefe  profeffions,  he 
was  fincere,/may,  perhaps,  fafely 
be  granted.  It  was,  even  at  that 
epoch  of  his  life,  not  unaptly  re¬ 
marked  with  refpeft  to  him,  that 
he  feemed  to  be  alternately  under 
the  guidance  of  a  good  and  a  bad 
genius  ;  one  day  proving  himfelf 
capable  of  noble  thoughts  and  ge¬ 
nerous  aftions,  the  next,  finking 
into  the  lowed:  deep  of  barbarity 
and  bafenefs.  While  engaged  in 
the  negociation,  to  which  we  now 
return,  he  gave  one  ftriking  proof 
of  an  elevated  mind.  It  was  to 
the  patronage  of  Carnot  that  ge¬ 
neral  Clarke  owed  his  appoint¬ 
ment,  as  one  of  the  plenipotentia¬ 
ries  ;  and  when  Carnot  was  driven 
from  the  Direftory,  Clarke  was, 
of  courfe  involved  in  his  fall,  and 
immediately  deprived  of  his  ho¬ 
nourable  office.  To  prejudice  Buo¬ 
naparte  againd  his  difmidfed  col¬ 
league,  he  was  informed  by  the 
Direftors,  and  by  Augereau,  who 
was  then  at  Paris,  that  Clarke 
had  been  appointed  to  aft  merely 
as  a  fpy  upon  his  proceedings,  that 
he  had  written  feverely  againd: 
him,  and  had,  in  his  correfpond- 
ence,  likewife  digmatized  as  rob¬ 
bers  feveral  of  the  generals  of  the 
army  of  Italy.  Far,  however, 
from  burfting  into  paffion,  and 
feeking  revenge,  as  it  was  probably 
fuppofed  that  he  would, Buonaparte 
calmly  replied,  that  throughout 
the  negociation  his  coadjutor  had 
always  afted  with  zeal  and  up¬ 
right  ne  Is  ;  that  he  appeared  to  be 
r  lincere  republican  ;  that  to  ruin 
Mm  becaufe  he  was  the  friend  of 


Carnot  would  be  the  height  of 
injudice ;  that  he  himfelf,  if 
Clarke  had  been  a  fpy  on  him, 
was  the  only  perfon  who  had  a 
right  to  be  offended,  and  that  he 
forgave  him  ;  that  the  general  had 
but  performed  his  duty  in  commu¬ 
nicating  his  opinion  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  that  it  was  not 
confident  with  the  dignity  of  the 
republic  to  allow  him  to  fink  into 
mifery,  and  be  profcribed  and  dif- 
graced.  ((  He  is  reproached,” 
faid  Buonaparte,  ie  with  having 
written  what  he  thought  of  the 
generals  of  the  army  of  Italy.  How 
long  has  it  been  confidered  to  be  a 
jud  ground  of  accufation  againd  an 
agent  of  the  government,  that  he 
makes  known  to  it  what  he  thinks 
of  the  generals  whofe  conduct  he 
has  an  opportunity  of  obferving  ? 
It  is  faid  that  he  has  written  much 
ill  of  me.  If  this  be  true,  he 
mud  have  written  it,  as  well  as 
the  red,  to  the  government.  He 
had  confequently  a  right  to  do  it ; 
it  might  even  be  neceffary,  and  I 
do  not  conceive  that  it  ought  to 
be  looked  upon  as  a  reafon  for  his 
profcription.”  He  concluded  by 
requeding  that  the  general  might 
be  employed  on  fome  embaffy  ; 
nor  did  he  fuffer  him  to  depart 
till  the  momentous  bufinefs,  in 
which  they  had  been  jointly  oc¬ 
cupied,  was  brought  to  a  conclu- 
fion. 

During  the  month  of  Augud  the 
negociation  was  at  a  dand.  The 
time  was  fpent  in  fruitlefs  difcuf- 
fions,  and  in  difpatching  meffen- 
q-ers  to  the  French  and  Audrian 
cabinets.  At  the  commencement 
of  September  the  plenipotentiaries 
were  again  aftively  employed. 
Far  from  yielding  to  the  wifhes  of 
France  with  refpeft  to  abandoning 
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Italy,  Auftria  railed  her  demands 
in  that  quarter,  and  would  hear  of 
indemnity  in  that  quarter  alone. 

In  addition  to  what  fhe  had  for¬ 
merly  claimed,  Ihe  now  called  for 
the  cefiion  of  the  legations  of  Ro¬ 
magna  and  Ferrara.  This  claim 
was,  of  courfe,  confidered  as  being 
utterly  inadmiflible  by  the  French 
negotiators ;  who,  however,  find¬ 
ing  that  it  was  a  hopelefs  talk  to 
attempt  to  exclude  the  emperor 
from  Italy,  made  a  relu&ant  offer 
of  the  Venetian  territory  as  far  as 
the  Adige,  including  the  capital ; 
on  condition  that  the  Rhine  Ihould 
be  the  boundary  of  France. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs 
when  general  Meerveldt  fet  out  to 
Vienna,  for  the  purpofe,  as  the 
marquis  de  Gallo  informed 
Buonaparte,  of  “  deciding 
that  court  to  give  a  prompt 
and  categorical  anfwer,  and  to 
overthrow  the  minifler  Thugut,  or 
compel  him,  in  fpite  of  himfelf,  to 
conclude  a  peace.’ ’  There  was, 
as  we  have  before  ftated,  a  peace 
faHion  at  Vienna,  and  it  would 
feem  that  the  emprefs  was  at  its 
head  ;  for  the  French  general  was 
likewife  allured  by  the  marquis,  that 
“  he  had  written  to  the  emprefs 
on  this  fubjedl:,  and  had  arranged 
their  little  court  intrigue  to  fecure 
their  objeft.” 

Their  object,  however,  was  not 
fo  eafily  to  be  attained.  Inftead 
of  alien  ting  to  the  republican  pro- 
pofition,  the  Auftrian  cabinet  re¬ 
newed  a  demand  which,  in  a  fome- 
what  different  form,  had  already 
been  reje&ed,  as  being  of  an  ofifen- 
five  kind.  It  was,  that  the  con- 
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immediately,  and  that  the 
negotiations  there  Ihould 
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Udine.  Confidering  this  as  a 
fnare,  deigned  to  entrap  the  French 
republic,  and  place  it  in  a  delicate 
fituation  with  fome  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  princes,  Buonaparte  burft  into 
one  of  thofe  fits  of  palfion,  which 
fometimes  were  real,  and  fome- 
times  fimulated  to  anfwer  a  pur¬ 
pofe.  His  language  is  remark¬ 
able,  but  lefs  remarkable  than  the 
patience  of  the  Auftrian  envoys  in 
not  putting  an  end  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  as  foon  as  fuch  language  was 
addrelfed  to  them.  He  told  them 
that  the  Dire&ory  was  indignant 
at  the  ridiculous  underhand  deal¬ 
ings  of  the  cabinet  of  Vienna ; 
that  it  was  quite  time  for  them  to 
remember  that  this  peace  had  been 
granted  by  the  vi&or  to  the  van- 
quifhed,  and  that,  though  they  had 
found  at  Leoben  a  refuge  in  French 
moderation,  it  was  now  proper  to 
remind  them  of  the  humble  and 
fuppliant  pofture  in  which  they 
then  appeared ;  that  thenceforth 
not  only  their  adopting  a  tone  of 
fuperiority  was  ludicrous,  but  even 
a  tone  of  equality  was  unbecom¬ 
ing;  and  he  wound  up  his  deco¬ 
rous  harangue  by  warning  them 
to  beware  that  Europe  did  not 
witnefs  the  fpe&acle  of  a  republic 
of  Vienna.  To  this  infulting 
fpeech  the  Auftrian  negociators 
might  have  replied  by  a  denial  of 
its  truth ;  and  they  might  have 
juftified  their  denial,  by  merely 
Ihewing  that,  if  what  he  faid  were 
true,  he  had  been  guilty  of  fome- 
thing  little  fhort  of  treafon  to  his 
country,  in  granting  fuch  favour¬ 
able  terms  as  the  preliminaries  of 
Leoben.  They  did  not,  however, 
do  this  :  on  the  contrary,  either 
from  policy  or  fear,  they  confent- 
ed  to  defift  from  their  demand  of  a 
congrefs. 
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In  manifefting  this  haughty 
contempt'  of  his  imperial  majefty, 
Buonaparte  was  only  acting,  by 
anticipation,  on  the  new  fy Item  of 
the  Directory.  No  fooner  did 
that  body  think  itfelf  to  be  firm 
in  the  feat  of  power,  alter  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  the  eighteenth  of  Fruc- 
tidor,  than  it  adopted  an  arrogance 
of  manner,  with  refped  to  Auftria, 
which  plainly  gave  token  that  it 
was  at  leak  indifferent  to  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  treaty.  In  its  difpatches 
to  Buonaparte,  expreffions  of  cri¬ 
mination  and  hatred  were  lavifhed 
upon  the  Auftrian  government, 
which  was  charged  with  perfidy, 
intrigue,  ambition,  and  other  ir- 
remifiible  crimes.  But  it  was  on 
M.  Thugut,  the  imperial  minifter, 
that  the  Directory  difcharged  the 
keeneft  fhafts  of  its  refentment  ; 
and,  in  order  to  terrify  him  into 
fubmiffion, Buonaparte  was direded 
to  throw  out  hints,  that  proofs  of 
his  having  formerly  betrayed  his 
matter,  and  of  his  ft  ill  betraying 
him,  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
French  rulers,  and  would  be  made 
public  if  he  perfifted  in  his  oppo- 
fition  to  France.  Schemes  were  at 
the  fame  time  formed,  for  exciting 
infurredion  in  Hungary  ;  and  the 
whole  of  Italy  was  to  be  re¬ 
volutionized,  that  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  might  lofe  all  hope  of 
again  fetting  foot  in  that  country. 
In  this  fweeping  plan  of  revolu¬ 
tion,  no  exception  was  made  of 
neutral  or  of  friendly  ftates :  all 
were  to  be  involved  in  one  com¬ 
mon  fate.  It  was  on  one  condi¬ 
tion  alone,  that  the  French  rulers 
would  confent  to  a  peace  ;  namely, 
that  the  emperor  fhou!d  abandon 
all  his  prelenfions  on  Italy,  and 
accept  Iftria  and  Dalmatia,  Saitz- 
burgh  andPaffau,  for  the  territory 
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which  he  had  loft.  This,  the 
Diredory  faid,  was  its  ultimatum, 
and  rather  than  change  one  word 
of  that  ultimatum,  it  would  prefer 
being  expelled  from  Italy  by  the 
chance  of  war.  It,  however,  flat¬ 
tered  itfelf  that  its  arms  would  be 
triumphant  :  and  it  partly  ground¬ 
ed  its  hopes  on  the  circumftance 
of  its  being  then  negociating  with 
Ruftia  for  a  peace,  and  with  Pruf- 
fia  for  a  treaty  of  offenftve  and 
defenfive  alliance:  iS  fo  that,” 
faid  in  an  exulting  tone  the  mi¬ 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  iC  the 
emperor  is  on  the  eve  of  having  a 
friend  lefs  and  an  enemy  more.” 
It  is  manifeft  that  M.  Talleyrand, 
who  at  that  period  was  the  minif¬ 
ter,  was  not  bleffed  with  the  gift 
of  prophecy. 

The  publifhed  addrelfes  of  the 
Diredory  and  its  agents  were  in 
the  fame  hoftile  fpirit.  On  the 
twentieth  of  September,  the  Di¬ 
redory  put  forth  to  its  armies  a 
proclamation,  calling  on  them  to 
be  ready  to  march  on  the  ttxth  of 
the  following  month.  This  paper 
was  made  up  of  the  cuftomary 
abufe  of  England,  bitter  accufa- 
tions  of  treachery  and  treafon 
againft  Carnot,  Barthelemi,  and 
the  banifhed  members  of  the  two 
councils,  much  affedation  of  phi¬ 
lanthropic  feelings,  vague  protef- 
tations  of  a  love  of  peace,  and 
heavy  reproach  of  the  emperor, 
who  was  charged  with  ((  ading 
in  contradidion  to  the  wifh  of  his 
ftates,  and  of  his  own  heart,  refuf- 
ing  to  fatisfy  the  want  of  peace 
which  was  felt  by  his  people,  and 
giving  himfelf  up  wholly  to  prepa¬ 
rations  for  war.”  Similar  and 
even  ftronger  language  was  held 
by  general  Augereau,  who,  on  the 
death  of  Hoche,  was  placed  at  the 
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bead  of  the  armies  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe  and  the  Rhine,  which 
were  now  united,  under  the  me¬ 
nacing  denomination  of  the  army 
of  Germany.  His  addrefs  to  his 
foldiers,  on  his  a  {Turning  the 
command,  was  compofed  of  com. 
mon-place  remarks,  in  an  inflated 
ftyle,  mingled  with  threats  againfl 
Auftria,  and  fcorn  of  its  armies. 
“  If  our  enemy  continue  obftinate, 
faid  he,  in  conclofion,  i(  if  reject¬ 
ing  the  pacific  offers  of  our  go¬ 
vernment,  he  (till  wifh  for  blood, 
let  him  be  gratified.  It  is  only 
becaufe  we  were  generous,  that  he 
exaCts  fo  much ;  let  us  once  more 
become  terrible,  and  let  it  at  a 
future  day  be  afked,  if  the  people 
of  Vienna  ever  had  matters.’* 

As  a  preliminary  meafure  to 
hoftilities,  and  perhaps  alfo  to 
fhew  that  the  country  on  the  left 
of  the  Rhine  was  irrevocably  fepa- 
rated  from  the  German  empire,  an 
entire  change  was  effected  in  the 
mode  of  governing  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  electorates.  The  fenate  of  Co¬ 
logne,  and  the  regencies  and  magi- 
ftracies,  which  had  inexpiably  fin¬ 
ned  by  oppofmg  with  fpirit  the 
revolutionary  proceedings  of  the 
French,  were  depofed,  and  in  their 
ttead  municipalities  were  eft ablifh- 
ed,  which  took  an  oath  <(  to  obey 
the  laws  of  the  French  republic,  to 
execute  faithfully  all  orders  which 
fhould  be  fent  to  them  in  its  name, 
and  to  raife  no  obftacles  to  the 
propagation  of  the  principles  of 
civifm  and  liherty.”  The  friends 
of  republicanifm,  who  had  long 
been  at  work,  but  who  neverthe- 
Jefs,  formed  a  fmall  minority,  were 
next  incited  to  a  decifive  manifefta- 
tion  of  their  fentiments  and  views. 
1  his  was  no  doubt  intended  as  the 
commencement  of  a  German  revo¬ 


lution.  Though  refilled  in  many 
parts  by  the  people,  they  opened 
clubs,  planted  trees  of  liberty  at 
Cologne,  Coblentz,  and  other  ci¬ 
ties,  and  at  length  decreed  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  republic,  under  the  title 
of  the  Cis-Rhenane.  This  mock 
republic,  however,  after  having 
anfwered  the  purpofe  of  thofe  by 
whom  its  creation  had  been  pro¬ 
moted,  was  fpeedily  reduced  to 
its  original  nothingnefs. 

To  give  weight  to  its  haughty 
language,  the  Directory  exerted 
itfelf  to  colled  the  means  for  a  vi¬ 
gorous  profecution  of  hoftilities. 
The  army  in  Germany  was  rein¬ 
forced,  and  meafures  were  alfo 
adopted  to  add  ftill  further  to  its 
ftrength.  That  army  had,  within 
the  period  of  five  months,  drawn 
more  than  three  millions  of  livres, 
in  contributions,  from  the  haraf- 
fed  and  impoverilhed  natives  of  the 
country  which  it  occupied.  It 
now  expeCted  every  day  to  be  fum- 
moned  to  the  field,  and,  as  foon  as 
Augereau  joined  it,  the  din  of 
warlike  preparation  was  heard,  m 
every  quarter,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Lahn  and  the  Rhine.  In  Italy, 
Buonaparte  incefiantly  called  for 
reinforcements;  fome,  though fcan- 
ty,  he  received,  and  more  were 
promifed  to  be  fent  him  with  all 
practicable  fpeed.  Genoa  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  fupply  a  fmall  portion, 
and  the  Cifalpine  republic  was 
looked  to  for  affiftance  of  greater 
magnitude.  The  policy  of  con¬ 
cluding  an  offenfive  and  defenfive 
alliance  witli  the  kin<*  of  SardI- 
nia,  the  treaty  ftipulating  which 
had  for  feveral  months  waited 
only  to  be  ratified,  was  repeatedly 
and  forcibly  infilled  on  by  Buo¬ 
naparte  ;  but,  fo  bent  was  the 
Directory  on  executing  its  revo¬ 
lution  ary 
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lutionary  fchemes,  that  it  manifeft- 
ed  the  utmoft  repugnance  to  accede 
to  his  wifhes.  His  approaching 
downfal  would,  it  faid,  be  the  pro¬ 
bable  confequence  of  what  was  do¬ 
ing  in  Italy  ;  and  it  began  to  feel  a 
virtuous  dread  of  being  accufed  of 
Machiavelifm,  in  cafe  of  his  ruin 
occurring  after  it  had  allied  itfelf 
with  him.  It  urged,  befides, 
that  the  article  of  the  treaty  upon 
which  that  monarch  fet  the  moft 
value,  was  that  which  guaranteed 
the  fafety  of  his  kingdom  ;  and 
that  the  Direttory  couldnot  give 
to  fovereigns  a  guarantee  againft 
their  people,  as  fuch  an  engage¬ 
ment  would  place  the  republic  in 
the  fituation  of  fighting  againft 
thofe  principles  for  which  it  had 
till  then  fought,  and  to  which  it 
was  indebted  for  moft  of  its  vic¬ 
tories.  If  the  French  general  wifh- 
ed  to  obtain  Piedmontefe  troops, 
it  was  fuggefted  to  him  that  they 
might  be  invited,  enrolled,  equip¬ 
ped  and  paid,  by  the  Cifalpine  re¬ 
public  ;  a  meafure  which  would, 
doubtlefs,  not  be  ob jetted  to  by 
his  Sardinian  majefty,  as  it  would 
rid  him  of  men  who  were  his 
determined  foes.  Buonaparte  did 
not  yield  to  this  reafoning ;  and 
at  length  the  Direttory,  finding 
that  it  had  need  of  every  refource, 
gave,  but  too  late,  a  tardy  and 
fallen  aflfent  to  a  treaty,  by  which 
he  was  to  be  furnifhed  with  ten 
thoufand  men.  He,  meanwhile, 
was  attively  engaged  in  making 
preparations  to  commence  the  cam¬ 
paign.  Palma-Novo,  Ofopo,  and 
other  places,  were  ftrongly  forti¬ 
fied,  bridges,  covered  by  entrench¬ 
ments,  were  thrown  over  the 
Ifonzo,  and  all  things  were  order¬ 
ed  to  be  in  readinefs  for  the  troops 
to  march  at  the  earlieft  moment. 


Among  the  firft  efforts  which  he 
intended  to  make,  was  an  attempt 
to  recover  Iftria  and  Dalmatia, 
which  he  defigned  to  invade  by 
means  of  the  Venetian  fleet  ;  and, 
that  the  Venetians  might  the  more 
cheerfully  fecond  him,  he  did  not 
hefitate  to  allure  them  that  no 
confent  had  been  given,  by  the 
French  republic,  to  his  Imperial 
Majefty’s  occupation  of  thofe  pro¬ 
vinces. 

The  emperor  was  not  lefs  attive 
than  his  adverfaries  in  preparing 
for  the  field,  and  was,  perhaps, 
even  more  fuccefsful.  Well  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  foundnefs  of  the 
maxim, that  he  who  wifhes  for  peace 
muft  appear  to  be  ready  for  war, 
he  early  began  to  enereafe  his  ar¬ 
mies,  and  to  ftation  them  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  be  rapidly  and  ad- 
vantageoufly  brought  into  attion, 
wherever  their  exertions  might  be 
moft  required.  From  Hungary, 
from  Bohemia,  from  the  moft  remote 
corners  of  hisdominions,  troops  and 
recruits  were  continually  arriving 
at  Vienna,  whence  they  were  for¬ 
warded  to  their  deftination.  The 
levies  in  mafs  and  the  referves 
were  organized  ;  and,  to  encourage 
the  inhabitants  of  the  threatened 
provinces  to  take  up  arms,  vaft 
numbers  of  medals  were  diftributed 
among  them,  commemorative  of 
the  loyalty  which  they  had  mani- 
fefted  previoufly  to  the  figning  of 
the  preliminaries  at  Leoben.  The 
defenfible  polls  and  towns  were 
fortified  ;  and,  to  provide  againft 
the  worft  that  might  happen,  new 
entrenchments  were  thrown  up,  for 
the  purpofe  of  covering  the  ap¬ 
proaches  to  the  capital.  Towards 
the  end  of  September,  ftill  more 
attivity  was  difplayed,  and  the  di- 
vifions  in  Styria,  Carinthia,  and 
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Carniola,  received  orders  to  move 
to  the  Italian  frontier.  Never, 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
had  the  Auftrian  armies  been  more 
numerous,  animated  with  more  {pi¬ 
nt,  or  in  a  better  condition  than 
they  now  were. 

So  confident  was  the  cabinet  of 
Vienna  in  its  ftrength,  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  menacing  lan¬ 
guage  and  conduct  of  the  French, 
it  raifed  inftead  of  lowering  its 
tone.  At  the  end  of  September, 
count  Cobentzel  was  added  to  the 
number  of  the  negotiators,  and  he 
was  the  bearer  of  demands  well 
calculated  to  excite  the  anger  of 
the  individual  with  whom  he  was 
to  treat.  Thofe  demands  extend, 
ed  to  all  the  north  of  Italy  as  far 
as  the  Adda,  the  three  legations, 
and  the  duchy  of  Modena.  While, 
however,  he  made  them,  count 
Cobentzel  allowed  it  to  be  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  Auftrian  monarch 
was  willing  to  be  fatisfied  with 
lefs  then  he  thought  it  proper  to 
require. 

Determined,  as  he  afterwards 
confeffed,  to  diminifh  his  offers  in 
proportion  as  the  Auftrian  nego¬ 
tiators  increafed  their  claims,  Buo¬ 
naparte  fcarcely  condefcended  to 
notice  this  new  propolltion,  other- 
wife  than  by  coolly  remarking 
that,  as  -the  Directory  had  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  minifter  of  the 
Venetian  republic,  it  was  impof- 
fible,  under  any  pretext  or  any 
circumftances  whatever,  to  permit 
the  emperor  even  to  poffefs  himfelf 
of  Venice.  Struck  with  furprife 
by  this  declaration,  count  Cobent¬ 
zel,  after  a  long  filence,  replied, 
t(  if  this  is  the  way  in  which  you 
always  aft,  how  can  a  negotiation 
be  carried  on  with  you  ?”  It  did 
indeed  (eem  that  all  hopes  of  a  fa¬ 
vourable  refult  were  now  at  an 
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end.  Never thelefs,  inftead  of  the 
conferences  being  broken  off,  it 
was  refolved  to  continue'  the  ar- 
miftice  for  three  weeks  longer,  and 
to  make  frelh  efforts  to  bring 
about  a  peace. 

This  further  delay  was  in  dire<f! 
opposition  to  the  clearly  expreffed 
withes  of  the  Di redory  ;  that 
body,  far  from  being  anxious  to 
fpare  the  effufion  of  blood,  having 
declared  its  refolution  to  appeal  to 
arms,  and  having  actually  fent  or¬ 
ders  to  Augereau,  on  the  Rhine, 
to  annul  the  convention,  by  which 
it  had  been  agreed,  that  fourteen 
days  notice  fhould  be  given  of  the 
recommencement  of  hoftilities. 
Buonaparte,  however,  more  politic 
than  his  employers,  was  not  in-* 
fenfible  to  the  difficulties  which  he 
would  have  to  encounter  fhould 
the  war  be  renewed.  In  his  dif~ 
patches,  he  owned  that  the  fate  of 
the  campaign  entirely  depended  on 
his  being  able  to  begin  offenftve 
operations  before  the  enemy  ;  he 
declared  that  it  was  abfurd  to 
treat  the  Auftrian  armies  with 
contempt,  they  being  recruited, 
and  better  organized  than  ever ; 
he  warned  the  Directory  of  the 
imprudence  of  afting  rather  like 
the  furious  demagogues  of  a  club 
than  like  ftatefmen  at  the  head  of 
a  great  nation  ;  he  reminded  them 
that  the  policy  which  was  followed 
by  the  republic  in  1793  was  no 
longer  practicable,  the  means  of/ 
pouring  fuch  immenfe  numbers  in. 
to  the  field,  and  the  ftrft  burft  of 
enthufiafm,  which  could  never  be 
more  than  momentary,  being  now 
gone  ;  he  difapproved.  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  of  revolutionizing  Italy  ;  and, 
in  allufion  to  fome  of  the  orders 
which  he  had  received,  he  farcafti- 
cally  obferved,  that  the  things 
which  he  was  defired  to  perform 
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were  miracles,  and  that  the  talent  ty  thoufand  Frenchmen  fhould  be 


of  performing  miracles  was  one 
which  he  did  not  pretend  to  pof- 
fefs. 

Such  being  his  fentiments  it  was 
not  difficult  for  the  negotiators  to 
come  to  a  good  underftanding. 
At  the  moment,  therefore,  when, 
to  outward  appearance,  mutual  fuf- 
picion  and  irritation  had  reached 
their  utmoft  height,  and  when 
each  party  feemed  on  the  point  of 
drawing  the  fword  and  throwing 
away  the  fcabbard,  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  the  peace  was  brought  to  a 
favourable  conclufion.  The  terms 
were  agreed  on  by  the  tenth  of 
G&ober,  but  the  treaty  did  not 
receive  the  fignature  of  the  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  till  the  feventeenth. 
Campo  Formio,  near  Udine,  was 
the  place  at  which  it  was  figned, 
and  by  the  name  of  which  it  is 
ufually  known. 

When  Buonaparte  communica¬ 
ted  to  the  Diredory  the  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  treaty  was  about 
to  be  completed,  and  again  when 
that  was  done,  he  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  enter  into  an  elaborate 
defence  of  his  condudl.  He  urged 
that  the  feafon  was  too  far  advan¬ 
ced  to  admit  of  his  undertaking 
offenfive  operations  with  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  fuccefs,  the  mountains 
being  already  covered  with  fnow  ; 
that  his  army  was  too  feeble, 
while,  on  the  contrary,  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  emperor’s  forces  was 
arrayed  againft  him  ;  that,  fup- 
pofing  he  had  been  vidorious,  he 
muft  have  loft  a  confiderable  part 
of  his  troops ;  that  no  help  was. 
to  be  expeded  from  the  Italians, 
whom  he  defcribed  as  being  a  flug- 
gilh-minded,  fuperftitious,  buf- 
foonifti,  cowardly  people,  who  had 
no  attachment  to  liberty  and  equa¬ 
lity,  and  did  mot  deferve  that  for- 


facrificed  for  them  ;  that  the  re- 
fufal  to  ratify  the  treaty  with  the 
king  of  Sardinia  had  deprived 
him  of  ten  thoufand  men ;  that 
the  plan  for  the  campaign  was 
the  worft  combined  that  could  be 
imagined  ;  that  the  French  wifhed 
for  peace,  a  wifh  which  was  inani- 
fefted  even  by  the  foldiery  ;  and, 
laftly,  that,  the  negotiation  at 
Lille  having  failed,  the  republic 
would  find  that  England  was  an 
enemy  of  fufficient  r.onfequence  to 
require  that  Ihe  fhould  be  oppofed 
by  the  molt  ftrenuous  exertions. 
i(  England,”  faid  he,  ((  was  on 
the  point  of  renewing  the  coali¬ 
tion.  The  war  which,  while  the 
enemy  was  on  our  frontiers,  was 
national  and  popular,  feems  now 
to  be  foreign  to  the  people,  and  to 
be  only  the  war  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  According  to  the  natural 
order  of  things,  we  muft  have  fi- 
nilhed  by  fuccumbing.”  Now, 
however,  he  flattered  himfelf  that 
England  might  be  overcome,  and 
that  France  would  derive  incalcu¬ 
lable  advantages  from  this  defira- 
ble  event.  ((  The  Auftrians,”  faid 
he,  ((  are  dull  and  avaracious ; 
there  is  no  people  lefs  intriguing, 
and  lefs  dangerous  to  our  military 
affairs,  than  they  are ;  the  Eng- 
lilh,  on  the  contrary,  are  generous, 
intriguing,  enterprifing.  Our  go¬ 
vernment  muft  either  deftroy  the 
Britifh  monarchy,  or  it  muft  cal¬ 
culate  upon  being  itfelf  deftroyedL 
by  the  corruption  and  arts  of  thofe 
aftive  iflanders.  The  prefent  pe¬ 
riod  offers  us  a  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Let  us  concentrate  all 
our  a&ivity  in  the  railing  of  a 
navy,  and  let  us  deftroy  England. 
That  being  done,  Europe  is  at  our 
feet.” 

The  reafons  which  Buonaparte 
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afligned  for  concluding  the  treaty 
were,  undoubtedly,  of  great 
weight ;  but  it  is  probable  that 
there  was  one  reafon,  not  divulged, 
which  with  him,  had  ftill  greater 
weight.  This  was,  his  natural 
defire  to  confummate  the  work 
which  he  had  begun,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  other  perfon  from 
having  a  fhare  in  his  glory.  By 
fome  yet  unexplained  proceeding 
of  the  Directory,  which  he  cha¬ 
racterized  as  being  a  proof  of 
“  horrible  ingratitude,”  he  was, 
towards  the  end  of  September,  fo 
deeply  difgufted,  that  he  infilled 
upon  refigning  his  command;  and, 
though  the  Diredory  in  the  hum¬ 
bled  tone  apologized,  deprecated  his 
retiring,  and  loaded  him  with  flat¬ 
tery,  we  may  be  juftified  in  believ¬ 
ing  that  his  confidence  in  that  body 
was  not  revived  ;  and  that  he  was 
determined  not  to  run  the  rifk  of 
feeing  another  general  reap  laurels 
at  the  head  of  the  army  of  Italy, 
or  another  negotiator  enjoy  the 
praife  of  having  given  the  blefiing 
of  a  continental  peace  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  France. 

By  the  public  treaty,  which  con- 
fifled  of  twenty-four  articles  *,  the 
emperor  relinquilhed  to  France  the 
Auftrian  Low  Countries,  and  ceded 
the  Brifgau,  in  return  for  which 
he  was  to  poflefs,  in  full  fovereign- 
ty,  Ifiria,  Dalmatia,  the  mouths 
of  theCattaro,  the  city  of  Venice, 
and  all  that  part  of  the  Venetian 
republic  comprehended  between  the 
Lake  of  Garda,  the  Adige,  the 
White  Canal,  the  Tartaro,  the 
Polifella  and  the  Po,  to  the  fea 
coaft,  with  a  dill  rid  of  three 
thoufand  fathoms  in  extent,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Adige,  round 
Porto  Legnano.  The  Brifgau  was 
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to  be  given  to  the  duke  of  Mo¬ 
dena,  to  indemnify  him  for  the 
lofs  of  his  dominions. 

The  Cifalpine  republic,  to 
which  his  Imperial  Majefty  gave 
up  the  Milanefe  and  the  Mantuan, 
was  acknowledged  as  an  indepen¬ 
dent  power,  and  was  ftated  to 
confift  of  the  ceded  territories, 
the  duchy  of  Modena,  the  V enetian 
territories  on  the  right  of  the 
Adige,  the  principality  of  Mafia 
and  Carrara,  and  the  three  lega¬ 
tions  of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and 
Romagna. 

The  other  articles  were  occupi¬ 
ed  by  ftipulations  of  minor  import¬ 
ance  ;  fuch  as  the  releafe  of  pri- 
foners,  the  reftoration  of  fequeftra- 
ted  property,  the  difcontinuance 
of  contributions,  the  fecurity  of 
mortgages,  and  the  unimpeded 
removal  of  tliofe  individuals  who 
did  not  chufe  to  live  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  newly  eftablilhed 
fovereign. 

In  thefe  articles  there  is  enough 
to  call  forth  the  bitternefs  of  cen- 
fure.  Thefe,  however,,  were  not 
the  whole.  There  was  another 
part  of  this  myftery  of  iniquity, 
which  was  kept  back  from  the 
public  eye,  till  frelh  difputes,  be¬ 
tween  the  emperor  and  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  Aimulated  the  latter,  in  re¬ 
venge,  to  give  it  publicity.  To 
the  treaty  were  appended  fourteen 
fecret  articles,  equally  difgrace- 
ful  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  with 
thofe  which  were  avowed.  By 
the  firft  and  the  tenth  of  thefe,  he 
engaged  to  ufe  his  influence  that 
the  frontier  of  the  French  republic 
ftiould  be  extended  as  far  as  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  from  A1 , 
face,  to  the  branching  off  of  the 
Nethe,  above  Andernach,  inclu- 

ding 
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ding  the  head  of  the  bridge  of 
Manheim,  and  the  town  and 
fort  refs  of  Menfz  ;  and  he  pro- 
mifed,  within  twenty  days  after 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  to 
evacuate  Mentz,  Ehrenbreitftein, 
Philipfburgh,  Manheim,  Konig- 
ftein,Ulm,  andlngoldftadt,  and  alfo 
the  whole  territory  appertaining 
to  the  German  empire  between  the 
Rhine  and  the  boundaries  of  the  he¬ 
reditary  ftatps.  In  cafe  of  the  em¬ 
pire  refufing  to  confent  to  this  cef- 
fion,  he  bound  himfelf  to  furnifh 
no  more  than  his  contingent,  and 
not  to  fuffer  even  that  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  fortified  place. 

By  the  third  article  he  renoun¬ 
ced  the  fovereignty  of  the  country 
of  Falkenftein,  but  not  gratuitouf- 
3y  ;  as  the  fifth  article  {Updated 
that  the  French  republic  fhould 
if  exert  its  influence  that  he  fhould 
receive  the  archbifhopric  of  Saltz- 
burgh,  and  that  portion  of  the  cir¬ 
cle  of  Bavaria  which  lies  between 
the  rivers  Inn  and  Saltza,  and 
the  Tyrol,  including  alfo  the  town 
of  Waflerburgh  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Inn,  with  a  trail  of  country 
three  thoufand  fathoms  in  circuit. ” 
In  another  article,  the  fixth,  he  con- 
fentecl  to  give  up,  on  the  conclu- 
fion  of  a  peace,  the  Frickthal,  and 
all  his  territory  on  the  left  of  the 
Rhine,  between  Zurzach  and  Ba- 
fil,  to  be  united  to  the  Helvetic 
republic,  on  condition  of  his  re¬ 
ceiving  a  fuitable  indemnification. 

The  feventh  article  gave  room 
for  the  introduction  of  a  boundlefs 
fyfiem  of  robbery.  It  feems  in¬ 
deed  to  have  been  meant  as  the 
preliminary  to  the  introducing 
of  fuch  a  fyftem.  It  declared 
that  “  when  in  the  enfuing  peace 
the  French  republic  (hall  make 
an  acquifition  in  Germany,  his 
Imperial  M-ajefty  fhall  receive  an 


equivalent  ;  and  if  his  Imperial 
Majefty  fhall  make  fuch  an  ac¬ 
quifition,  the  French  republic  fhall 
in  like  manner  receive  an  equiva¬ 
lent.”  The  acquifitions  here  al¬ 
luded  to  could  be  meant  only  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  ;  the 
left  bank  being  already  furrender- 
ed  to  the  French,  at  leal!  as  far 
as  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  em¬ 
peror  fo  to  do.  By  this  article 
it  is  evident  that  the  Auftrian 
monarch  fanCtioned  any  encroach¬ 
ment  which  the  republicans  might 
commit,  provided  he  were  admit¬ 
ted  to  be  a  {barer  in  the  plunder. 

The  only  ftipulations  which  bore 
the  femblance  of  feme  refpeCt  for 
the  rights  of  others,  were  the 
eighth  and  the  twelfth,  by  which 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Stadtholder, 
and  the  difpoffeffed  princes  on  the 
left  of  the  Rhine,  fhould  receive 
proportionable  indemnities  for  the 
Ioffes  which  they  had  fuftained. 

Such  was  the  treaty  of  Campo 
F'ormio,  of  which  it  is  not  too 
much  to  fay,  that  no  fovereign 
ever  fet  his  hand  to  a  more  dif- 
graceful  compaft.  It  was,  almoft 
from  beginning  to  end,  a  mafs  of 
bafenefs,  barbarity,  and  injuftice. 
The  treacherous  and  concealed 
abandonment  of  the  empire  to  the 
mercy  of  its  enemy,  by  him  who 
was  officially  its  head  and  pro¬ 
testor,  and  the  readinefs,  perhaps 
eagernefs,  to  {hare  in  its  fpoils, 
muft  be  regarded  as  an  ad  of  an 
abfolutely  traitorous  kind.  This, 
however,  finks  into  infignificance 
when  compared  with  the  profligate 
acceptance  of  the  Venetian  pro¬ 
vinces.  The  republic  of  Venice 
had  committed  no  crime  again!! 
the  Auftrian  monarch,  unlefs  its 
weaknefs  in  not  refilling  the  de¬ 
mands  of  Buonaparte  may  be  re¬ 
garded  as  fuch ;  it  had  refufed 
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tfo  receive  an  aggrandizement, 
which  probably  would,  in  part, 
have  been  at  the  expence  oh  the 
emperor;  its  heavieft  guile  in  the 
eyes  of  the  French  general  was 
its  prefumed  bias  to  the  Imperial 
caufe ;  it  had  long  been  a  fafe 
and  unoffending  neighbour  ;  it  was 
in  fome  degree  confecrated  bv  its 
pail  glorious  combats  and  tri¬ 
umphs  ;  far  from  having  any  wifh 
to  come  under  the  Audrian  yoke, 
a  vad  majority  of  its  fubjects 
dreaded,  and  deprecated  fuch  an 
event;  yet,  in  ipite  of  all  thefe 
confiderations,  in  foite  of  the  laws 
of  equity,  and  regardlefs  of  the 
wifhes  of  the  people,  the  emperor 
feized  with  avidity  on  the  dif- 
membered  Venetian  Fates,  and  de¬ 
clared  himfelf  their  fovereign  with 
as  much  boldnefs  as  if  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  an  undoubted  warrant  from 
Heaven  to  authorize  his  proceed¬ 
ings.  Conduct  like  this,  no  more 
requires  further  comment  than  it 
admits  of  being  judified  on  the 
principles  of  honour. 

That  France  fliould  have  ex¬ 
cited  the  Venetians  to  infurrec- 
tion,  that  fhe  fhould  have  lulled 
them  with  the  hope  of  independ¬ 
ence  and  a  tree  government,  that 
fhe  fhould  have  deluded  them  by 
a  fimulated  treaty,  that,  under 
pretence  of  being  their  friend,  fhe 
fhould  have  impoverifhed  them  by 
requisitions, dripped  their  arfenals, 
feized  their  veffels,  and  occupi¬ 
ed  their  iilands,  and  that  fhe  fhould 
have  finifhed  by  fixing  on  them 
the  yoke  of  a  defpotic  fovereign, 
will  not  excite  furprife  in  any  one 
who  has  attentively  furveyed  her 
general  conduct,  and  confequently 
feen,  as  it  is  almoft  impoflible  not 
to  fee,  that  when  her  intereft  was 
believed  to  be  concerned,  no  feel¬ 


[437 

ing  of  generofity  or  of  equity  was 
ever  differed  for  a  moment  to  im. 
pede  her  progrefs.  Every  part  of 
her  conduct  has  at  lead  the  merit, 
fuch  as  it  is,  of  being  perfectly 
confident. 

The  ruin  of  Venice  was,  as  we 
have  feen,  confummated  ;  to  infult 
her  in  her  fallen  date,  was  all  that 
her  enemies  could  now  do ;  and 
that  was  done.  Villetard,  the 
French  agent,  who  had  aflided  in 
bringing  about  the  revolution  of 
Venice,  having  humbly  remon- 
drated  with  Buonaparte,  on  the 
betraying  of  the  Venetians  into 
the  hands  of  Audria,  the  French 
general  replied  in  a  drain  of  the 
bittered  invedive  and  abufe.  His 
language  is,  in  every  refped,  fo 
extraordinary,  that  it  deferves  to 
be  literally  recorded.  “  The 
French  republic,  ”  fa  id  this  pro¬ 
found  cafuid  and  moralid,  i(  is 
not  tied  to  the  municipality  of 
Venice  by  any  treaty  which  obli¬ 
ges  us  to  facrifice  our  intered  and 
advantage  to  that  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  Public  Safety,  or  of  any 
other  individual  of  Venice.  Ne¬ 
ver  has  the  French  republic 
adopted  it  as  a  maxim  to  make 
war  for  the  people  of  other  coun¬ 
tries.  I  fhould  like  to  know 
what  principle  ol  phiiofophy  or 
morals  it  is  that  calls  upon  us  to 
facrifice  forty  thoufand  French¬ 
men,  contrary  to  the  clearly  ex- 
preffed  will  ol  the  nation,  and  the 
obvious  intereds  of  the  republic. 
I  am  well  aware  that  it  cods  no¬ 
thing  to  a  handful  of  babblers,  whom 
I  deferibe  corre&ly,  when  I  call 
them  madmen,  to  be  defirous  of  an 
univerfal  republic.  I  fhould  like  to 
fee  rhefe  gentleman  making  a  winter 
campaign.  Beddes,  the  Venetian 
nation  did  not  exid.  Divided 
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into  as  many  intereds  as  there  are 
cities,  effeminate  and  corrupted, 
equally  cowardly  and  hypocriti¬ 
cal,  the  people  of  Italy,  and  ef- 
pecially  the  Venetian  people,  are 
not  made  for  liberty.  If  the  lat¬ 
ter  people  were  competent  to  ap¬ 
preciate  it,  and  had  the  virtues  ne- 
ceffary  to  acquire  it,  the  prefent 
circumflances  afford  them  a  highly 
favourable  opportunity  :  let  them 
defend  their  liberty*  They  have 
not  had  the  courage  to  conquer  it, 
even  from  a  few  contemptible  oli¬ 
garchs.5  ^ 

After  having  proceeded  in  this 
decorous  ftyle  for  fome  time,  he  ad¬ 
ded,  (i  befides  the  French  republic 
cannot  give,  as  fome  may  imagine, 
the  dates  of  Venice.  Not  that, 
in  point  of  fad,  thofe  dates  do 
not  belong  to  France  by  right  of 
conqued,  but  becaufe  it  is  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  principles  of  the 
government  to  give  away  any 
people.  When  the  time  comes 
for  the  French  army  to  evacuate 
this  part  of  Italy,  the  various  go¬ 
vernments  will  be  the  maders  to 
take  whatever  deps  they  may 
think  mod  likely  to  benefit  their 
country.’*  He  wound  up  this 
philippic  by  repeating  againd  its 
objeds  the  charge  of  cowardice, 
and  by  declaring  that  he  was  not 
in  want  of  them  ;  and  the  foie 
confolation  which  he  defigned  to 
offer  to  his  vidims  was  that  fuch 
of  them  as  chofe  to  fell  their  pro¬ 
perty,  and  follow  the  French 
army,  would  have  the  chance  of 
being  acknowledged  as  citizens  of 
the  Cifalpine  republic.  The  cruel 
mockery  of  telling  the  Venetians 
that  they  were  at  liberty  to  redd, 
unaided,  the  gigantic  power  of 
Audria,  dands  in  need  of  no  re¬ 
mark  td  render  it  obvious ;  but  it 


fufficiently  explains  the  fad,  which 
we  have  already  noticed,  of  the 
republic  having  pofitively  refufed 
to  guarantee  the  poffedions  which 
were  to  be  acquired  in  Italy  by 
the  Audrian  monarch.  Such  a 
guarantee  would  have  extinguifned 
the  hopes  of  the  difcontented,  and 
would  thus  have  deprived  France 
of  a  perpetual  pretext  for  interfe¬ 
rence,  and  of  her  anticipated  allies. 

The  ratifications  of  the  treaty 
of  Campo  Formio  were  regularly 
exchanged  at  Radadt  on  the  lad 
day  of  November.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  Buonaparte  and  the 
Audrian  negotiators  figned  a  con¬ 
vention,  which  fettled  the  mode 
of  carrying  the  treaty  into  effed. 
The  troops  of  the  emperor  were 
to  evacuate  the  territory  of  the 
empire  by  the  twenty-fifth  of  De¬ 
cember,  and  retire  behind  the  Inn, 
while  at  the  fame  period  his  con¬ 
tingent  fell  back  behind  the  Lech. 
On  the  twentieth  he  was  to  eva¬ 
cuate  Manheim,  Philipfburgh,  Eh- 
renbreitdein,  Ulm,  Ingolddadt, 
and  Wurtzburgh,  which  were  to 
be  redored  to  their  refpedive  fo- 
vereigns.  The  Audrian  garrifon 
was  to  be  removed  from  Mentz  in 
time  to  allow  the  French  to  take 
podedion  of  the  fortrefs  on  the 
thirteenth  of  the  month.  In  re¬ 
turn  for  this,  the  French  and  Cif¬ 
alpine  troops  were,  by  the  fame 
day,  to  deliver  up  to  the  Audri- 
ans  the  fortredes  and  the  whole  of 
the  Venetian  provinces,  as  far  as 
the  courfeof  the  Adige  and  the  Po. 

On  the  fide  of  the  emperor  this 
convention  was  pundually  com¬ 
plied  with ;  the  fortredes  were 
quitted  by  his  garrifons ;  and 
Mentz  was  entered  by  the  French 
at  the  day  fpecified.  The  Diredory, 
however,  did  not  fo  readily  per¬ 
form 
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form  its  part.  The  order,  for 
the  French  army  to  give  up  the 
ceded  provinces,  was  delayed  in 
fuch  an  unaccountable  manner,  that 
general  Berthier,  whom  Buona¬ 
parte  had  left  in  command  for  the 
purpofe  of  executing  the  treaty, 
and  who  was  daily  prelfed  and 
wearied  with  remonft  ranees  by  the 
Auifrian  general,  knew  not  what 
excufe  to  offer,  and  became  fo  dif- 
gufted  with  his  fituation  that  he 
earneftly  befought  to  be  removed 
from  it  as  fpeedily  as  poffible.  It 
was  not  till  count  Cohen tzel  had 
complained  of  and  reprobated,  in 
very  ftrong  terms,  this  breach  of 
faith,  that  the  order  was  at  length 
reluctantly  iffued  for  the  republican 


army  to  refign  that  portion  of  the 
Venetian  hates  which  was  allotted 
to  the  emperor.  The  Imperialifts 
entered  Venice  on  the  eighteenth 
of  January,  1798,  and  from  that 
moment  the  Venetian  republic 
ceafed  to  have  even  the  femblance 
of  exiftence.  Independence,  power, 
dignity,  every  thing,  was  loft  to 
the  Venetians,  except  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  their  former  glories ;  a 
remembrance  which  could  only 
ferve  to  encreafe  and  embitter 
the  already  bitter  feelings  which 
could  not  fail  to  arife  from  con¬ 
templating  the  humiliation  and 
flavery  to  which  they  were  then 
reduced. 
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'Proceedings  at  Genoa.  Subferviency  of  the  Genoefe  Rulers  to  the  French . 
Cau/es  of  it,  arifng  from  Hatred  of  the  Sardinian  and  Auftrian  Mo - 
narchs ,  and  from  pecuniary  and  mercantile  Connexion  with  France . 
Inful t  offered  to  Captain  Ingle  field  by  the  French ,  in  the  Port  of  Genoa. 
Capture  of  the  Modefie  by  the  Englifb.  Rage  of  the  Convention.  Re¬ 
monfir  ances  of  the  Britijh  Envoy  at  Genoa  not  regarded.  The  Freueh 
enter  the  Genoefe  Territory ,  for  the  Purpofe  of  fixing  Oneglia.  Falfe - 
hood  of  the  French  Proclamation.  French  Protefiations  of  Friendjhip  to 
the  Genoefe ,  and  Machinations  at  Genoa ,  General  de  Vins  apprizes  the 
Genoefe  Government  of  his  Intention  to  enter  the  Territory  of  Genoa.  Difi 
j atisfadhon  exprejfed  by  the  Genoefe.  Angry  Correfpondence  between  Ge¬ 
neral  de  Vins  and  the  Genoefe  Rulers.  Partiality  of  the  latter .  Com¬ 

plaints  made  by  them  againfi  N elf  on ,  who  then  commanded  the  Britijh 
Ships  on  their  Coafi.  His  Vindication  of  his  Cona  n  A.  He  proves  their 

Charges  to  be  without  Foundation.  A  French  Seaman  killed  in  an  At¬ 
tempt  of  two  Privateers  to  violate  the  Genoefe  Ed/ As.  Infolent  Note  of 
tee  French  Envoy.  Sub  miff  on  of  the  Genoefe  Government.  Reman- 

ftrance  of  the  Britijh  Envoy.  Untruths  offer  ted,  in  Anfwer,  by  the  Ge¬ 
noefe.  C  onduA  of  the  French  in  the  Genoefe  Territory.  The  French  Di¬ 
rectory  refolves  to  overturn  the  Genoefe  Government.  Salicetti  demands 
the  Garrifoning  of  Savona,  and  a  Loan  of  thirty  Millions  of  Livres.  The 
Genoefe  are  deterred  from  yielding  by  the  Menaces  of  the  allied  Powers. 
Vengeance  taken  by  the  French.  Scheme  of  the  French  for  fixing  Genoa. 
It  is  frufirated.  Dififatisfad ion  of  Buonaparte  with  it.  Dejigns  of  the 
Dire  Gory  againfi  Genoa.  Speech  of  M.  Fay  poult  to  the  Genoefe  Govern- 
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meni.  Infirudions  of  the  Diredory  to  Buonaparte ,  with  Refped  to  Genoa* 
Harjh  Meafures  againft  the  Genoefe .  Buonaparte  begins  a  Ojiarrel  with  the 
Government .  Demands  made  by  him  and  M.  Fay  poult.  Satisfaction, 
given  to  the  French .  Nelfon  vindicates  his  Conduct.  Attempt  to  fend 
Count  Girola  from  Genoa .  Proclamation  iffued  by  the  Government  to 
exculpate  the  French.  Reafon  affigned  by  Buonaparte  for  the  Genoefe 
di filing  the  French.  Plan  of  Attack  upon  Genoa .  It  is  fuf pended . 

Artful  Conduit  of  Buonaparte.  Plan  refumed  and  again  fufpended * 
Reafons  for  fuf  pending  it.  Unjufl  Conduit  of  the  Genoefe  to  the  Britifh. 
Dfpute  ref  pelting  the  Seizure  of  a  Tartan.  Nelfon’s  Ship  is  fired  at  by 
the  Genoefe.  Bafenefs  of  the  French.  The  Genoefe  Ports  are  Jhut  againfi 
the  Engl  if).  Capraja  feized  by  the  Englijh.  A  ^Convention  concluded  at 
Paris ,  with  the  Dire  dory ,  by  the  Genoefe  Envoy.  The  Terms  of  it  are 
highly  dif advantageous  to  the  Genoefe.  Protedien  afforded  by  it  to  Con - 
fpirators.  Diffatisfadion  occafioned  by  no  Guarantee  being  given  to  the 
Genoefe  Territory.  Buonaparte  offers  a  Part  of  that  Territory  to  the  King 
of  Sardinia,  fubfequently  to  the  figning  of  the  Convention.  The  Revolu - 
tionifis  begin  to  ad  with  the  utmofi  Audacity .  Formation  of  Clubs.  En¬ 
tertainment  given  to  Madame  Buonaparte  by  the  Revolutionary  Party. 
Confequent  Breach  of  the  Law.  Caufes  which  delayed  for  a  while  the 
Fall  of  Genoa.  Language  of  Buonaparte.  Conference  of  the  Deputies  of 
the  Senate  with  M.  Fay  poult.  Haughty  Language  of  M.  Fay  poult.  The 
Infurredion  againfi  the  Government  breaks  out .  Weaknefs  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  Revolt ers  are  defeated  by  the  People.  The  Peafants  rally 
round  the  Government.  Demands  of  Buonaparte.  Approach  of  a  Divi - 
fion  of  the  Army  of  Italy .  It  encamps  in  the  Valley  of  Pole  ever  a.  Efi 

tabhjhment  of  a  Provifional  Government.  A  Confiitution  prepared  and  ac¬ 
cepted*  Name  of  the  Republic  changed  to  the  Ligurian  Republic . 


IN  the  prefent  chapter  we  (hall 
bring  to  a  clofe  the  narrative 
of  the  changes,  which,  during  this 
year  were  made  in  Italy  by  French 
violence  and  intrigue.  Once  the 
rival  of  Venice  in  commerce, 
riches,  arms,  and  fame,  and  re- 
fembling  that  republic  in  the  flow 
and  continual  decline  of  all  thefe  ; 
Genoa  was  now  deftined  to  furnifh. 
another  ftriking  point  of  fimilarity 
to  Venice,  in  the  fubverfion  of  her 
ancient  government,  at  the  fame 
period,  and  by  the  fame  hands  ; 
though,  more  fortunate  in  one  re. 
fpeht  than  Venice,  fhe  was  not 
yet  obliterated  from  the  lift  of 


ftates,  and,  in  contempt  of  the 
voice  of  the  people,  her  territory 
relentlefsly  affigned  to  the  fway  of 
a  foreign  defpot.  That  confum- 
mation  of  her  wrongs  was  re- 
ferved  for  later  times,  and  to  be 
committed,  firft  by  the  general 
fpoiler  of  Europe,  and  laflly,  and 
perhaps  even  more  bafely,  by  po¬ 
tentates  fome  of  whom  had  them- 
felves  been  enflaved,  and  who  bore 
inferibed  upon  their  banners,  as 
their' rallying  words,  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  Europe. 

If  weaknefs  and  fubferviency 
could  preferve  a  ftate  from  the 
grafp  of  an  ambitious  and  power¬ 
ful 
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ful  neighbour,  Genoa  might,  with 
even  more  reafon  than  Venice, 
have  hoped  that  fhe  would  be 
fpared  by  France.  When  the  Ve¬ 
netian  rulers  fubmitted  to  the  de¬ 
mands  and  infolence  of  the  French, 
they  yielded  only  to  that  which 
they  were  induced,  however  erro- 
neoufly,  to  confider  as  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  a  ftern  neceflity.  It  was 
not  fo  with  the  Genoefe.  Their 
fubmiffion  had  in  it  more  of  the 
nature  of  a  free-w  ill  offering.  This, 
as  we  have  fhown  in  a  former 
chapter,  was  explicitly  declared 
by  Buonaparte  himfelf.  Various 
caufes,  indeed,  confpired  to  give 
them  a  leaning  to  the  fide  of 
France.  Among  thefe  were  old 
prejudices  and  antipathies,  and  pre- 
fent  feelings  and  interefts.  The 
King  of  Sardinia  was  looked  upon, 
perhaps  not  quite  unjuftly,  as  a 
dangerous  neighbour ;  he  had  long- 
ftanding  pretenfions  to  fome  parts, 
and,  in  fa  ft,  if  pufhed  to  the  full- 
eft  extent,  to  the  whole  of  their 
territory,  and  it  was  believed  that 
he  would  not  be  averfe  from  en¬ 
forcing  them,  whenever  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  fhoukl  occur.  To  afiift  in 
embarraffing  him  might  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  ftroke  of  policy.  Nor 
was  the  Auftrian  Monarch  regard¬ 
ed  with  a  more  favourable  eye. 
Though  nearly  half  a  century  had 
elapfed  fince  thofe  events  took 
place,  neither  the  conduft  of  Ma¬ 
ria  Therefa,  with  refpeft  to  the 
marquifate  of  Finale,  nor  the  fub- 
fequent  infufferable  tyranny  exer- 
cifed  by  the  German  troops  in  the 
city  of  Genoa,  nor  the  gallant 
expulfion  of  thofe  troops  by  the 
perfecuted  and  indignant  citizens, 
was  yet  forgotten  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  or  the  people.  Under  fuch 
cir^umftances,  it  was  not  unnatu¬ 
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ral,  that  the  Genoefe  ftiould  ra¬ 
ther  wifh  the  fuccefs  of  their  an¬ 
cient  allies  and  protestors  the 
French,  than  of  their  ancient  ene¬ 
mies  and  oppreffors,  the  Germans. 
But,  in  addition  to  thefe  motives, 
there  were  others,  which  arofe  out 
of  the  fituation  of  affairs,  and 
which,  with  fome  minds,  were 
likely  to  poffefs  a  ft  ill  more  pre¬ 
ponderating  influence.  T  he  Ge¬ 
noefe  were  deeply  interefted  in  the 
French  funds;  they  being  holders 
of  property  in  them  to  a  vaft  ex¬ 
tent.  Neither  was  this  the  only 
tie  of  intereft  by  which  they  were 
bound  to  France.  Many  oi  them 
had  acquired  national  property, 
or  had  engaged  in  other  pecuniary 
{peculations  ;  and  many  more  of 
them  had  been  enriched  by  the 
commerce  which  was  thrown  into 
their  hands,  in  confequence  of  the 
war.  They  had  in  truth  become 
the  medium  of  fupply  to  the  re¬ 
publican  armies  in  the  fouth,  and 
the  carriers  of  the  French  for  the 
whole  of  the  departments  on  the 
Mediterranean  coaft  ;  a  lucrative 
branch  of  trade,  the  very  exiftence 
of  which  depended  on  their  con¬ 
tinuing  in  amity  with  France. 
Their  rulers  had,  therefore,  the 
ftrongeft  reafons  for  conciliating 
thofe  of  the  French,  and  they  ear  - 
neftly  endeavoured  to  accompliftt 
this  purpofe.  What  was  the  re¬ 
ward  of  their  exertions  will  foon 
be  related. 

From  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  the  partiality  of  the  Genoefe  to 
the  French  was,  indeed,  fo  flagrant, 
that  it  frequently  drew  forth  re- 
monft ranees  from  the  envoys  of  the 
combined  powers,  and  particularly 
from  the  Britifh  envoy.  1  hcfe 
remonftrances  were,  however,  of 
no  avail.  Even  in  the  port  oi 

Genoa, 
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Genoa,  the  French  carried  their 
infolence  to  the  higheft  pitch.  In 
the  fummer  of  1793,  re- 
1 793 -  gardlefs  of  the  profeffed 
neutrality  of  the  Genoefe  govern¬ 
ment,  two  French  frigates,  which 
were  lying  in  the  harbour,  grofsly 
infulted  an  Englifh  frigate,  com¬ 
manded  by  captain  Inglefield. 
They  hauled  along  fide  of  him,  en¬ 
tangled  their  yards  with  his,  and 
left  nothing  untried  that  could  ir¬ 
ritate  the  feelings  of  captain  In- 
glefteld,  and  provoke  him  to  hof- 
tility.  In  this  fttuation  of  af¬ 
fairs,  he  difpatched  an  exprefs  to 
lord  Hood,  by  whom  the  Alcide 
and  two  frigates  were  immediately 
difpatched  to  fet  him  free. 

This  (hameful  infult  was  foon 
after  punifhed  as  it  deferved  ;  the 
Modefte  republican  frigate,  and 
two  Tartans,  being  boarded,  and 
carried  off  from  the  port,  by  the 
iBritifh.  fquadron.  This  juft  retali¬ 
ation  excited  loud  clamours  from 
the  Conventional  government,  and 
was  fubfequently  adduced  as  one 
of  the  pretexts  for  palling  the  fan- 
guinary  and  infamous  decree,  by 
which  quarter  was  forbidden  to  be 
granted  to  Britifh  and  Hanoverian 
foldiers.  But,  while  the  Conven¬ 
tion  lavifhed  its  execrations  and 
threats  upon  this  country,  it  de¬ 
clared  that  no  blame  attached  to 
the  Genoefe,  in  confequence  of  this 
event.  This  declaration,  made 
perhaps  as  an  a  (ft  of  juftice,  was 
no  lefs  an  aft  of  policy.  At  this 
moment,  the  Genoefe  were  fupply- 
ing  the  French  with  corn,  and  co¬ 
vering  French  property,  by  means 
of  neutral  papers,  to  fuch  an  ex¬ 
tent,  that  Nelfon,  who  was  then 
in  the  Mediterranean,  afl'erted  it 
to  be  a  farce  for  the  Britilh  fhips 
to  remain  on  that  ftation,  unlefs 


a  ftop  were  put  to  this  mode  of 
proceeding.  It  was  in  vain  that 
the  Englifh  envoy  addreffed  the 
fenate  on  the  fubjeft,  and  on  the 
repeated  infults  offered  to  the  Bri¬ 
tilh  flag,  by  the  republicans,  on 
the  coaft  and  in  the  ports  of  Ge¬ 
noa.  Inftead  of  remedying  the 
evils  which  were  complained  of, 
the  government  adopted  meafures 
of  defence,  and  no  alternative  was 
left  for  bringing  it  to  reafon  but 
that  of  declaring  the  port  of  Ge¬ 
noa  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  blockade. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  wonderful  that 
the  conduft  of  the  Genoefe  Ihould 
have  been  the  conftant  theme  of 
praife  in  the  republican  journals. 

The  neutrality  of  the  Genoefe 
territory  had  as  yet  remained  un¬ 
violated,  by  land.  In  1 794,  how¬ 
ever,  that  territory  was  made  the 
theatre  of  war  by  the  French,  pri¬ 
marily  for  the  purpofe  of  wrefting 
Oneglia  from  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
but  with  the  more  important  ul¬ 
terior  view  of  opening  an  eafter 

paffage  into  the  heart  of 
1  o  t  nn a 

Italy  than  by  the  valley 
of  the  Stura.  Permiflion  for  the 
French  to  crofs  the  weftern  dif- 
trift  of  the  Genoefe  ftates  was  for¬ 
mally  alked  of  the  Senate,  by  which 
body  a  faint  or  feigned  denial  was 
returned,  on  the  ground  that  the 
fame  favour  would  probably  be  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Auftrian  general. 
The  republicans,  either  knew  that 
the  refufal  which  had  been  given 
was  merely  intended  to  fave  ap¬ 
pearances,  or  were  refolved  that 
nothing  (hould  be  fuffered  to  ftand 
in  the  way  when  their  intereft  was 
concerned  ;  and  they  accordingly 
perfevered  in  their  original  plan. 
Neverthelefs,  to  give  fome  colour 
of  right  to  their  invafion,  and 
iikewife  to  win  over  the  people, 

by 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [443 


by  an  afiedation  of  being  their 
protedors,  the  Conventional  com- 
millioners  iffued  a  proclamation, 
in  which  they  affirmed  that,  their 
government  having  difcovered  the 
defign  of  the  combined  powers  to 
feize  the  Genoefe  dates,  and  give 
them  to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  in 
order  that  they  might  more  eafily 
penetrate  into  the  French  terri¬ 
tory,  France  was  compelled,  for 
her  own  fafety,  to  march  her  army 
into  a  part  of  the  Genoefe  dates. 
Not  a  fhadow  of  proof  was,  how¬ 
ever,  offered  that  fuch  a  defign 
had  ever  exided.  After  a  violent 
invedive  againd  the  Englifh,  the 
commiffioners  added  that  <c  the 
law  of  the  mod  exad  neutrality 
fhould  be  religioufly  obferved  by 
the  French,  and  that  the  prefence 
of  the  republican  troops  ought  not 
to  alarm  the  Genoefe,  as  the  French 
were  the  friends  of  the  people,  and 
the  Genoefe  would  find  in  each 
of  them  a  fincere  and  ardent 
friend. **  The  fame  fedudive  lan¬ 
guage  was  alfo  held  verbally  ;  the 
commiffioners  proteding  that  the 
French  would  guarantee  the  dates 
of  Genoa  againd  all  invafion,  and 
were  ready  to  died  the  lad  drop 
of  their  blood  in  its  defence.  Not* 
withdanding  thefe  warm  proteda- 
tions,  it  is  faid  that,  during  the 
whole  period  of  his  refidence  in 
the  capital,  Tilly,  the  French  en¬ 
voy,  was  adively  employed  in 
fpreading  revolutionary  principles, 
and  endeavouring  to  bring  about 
a  change  in  the  form  of  the  go¬ 
vernment. 

This  fydematic  partiality  of  the 
Genoefe  for  the  French  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  following  year.  As 
the  republicans  were  pre- 
*  paring  to  attack  Piedmont 
and  Lombardy  through  the  dates 


of  Genoa,  the  baron  de  Vi  ns,  who 
had  a  {fumed  the  command  of  the 
Audrian  army,  refolved  to  fruf- 
trate  their  fcheme,  by  becoming 
himfelf  the  affailant,  and,  if  poffi- 
ble,  expelling  them  from  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  territory.  Previoully  to  his 
putting  his  forces  in  motion,  he 
communicated  his  intention  to  the 
government  of  Genoa  ■  requeding, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  imperial 
troops  might  be  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions,as  theFrench  were,  and  pro- 
mifing  to  obferve  the  drided  difci- 
pline,  and,  in  cafe  any  excefs  fhould 
be  committed,  pledging  his  honour 
to  give  immediate  fatisfadion  and 
indemnity  to  the  fulled  extent. 

The  government  had  differed 
with  much  patience  the  violation 
of  its  neutrality  by  the  French, 
but  it  was  not  difpofed  to  tolerate 
fuch  a  meafure  in  the  Audrians. 
It  replied,  that  it  had  been  unable 
to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the 
French,  that  it  had  proteded 
againd  their  entrance,  and  that  it 
could  not  give  its  affent  to  the 
plan  of  general  de  Vins,  i(  more 
efpecially,  becaufe  the  objed  of 
the  Audrian  army  being  to  drive 
the  French  from  the  Genoefe  ter¬ 
ritory,  the  latter  would  inevitably 
be  rendered  the  theatre  of  war.’* 
It,  therefore,  called  on  him  to  re- 
linquifh  his  projed ;  and  informed 
him  that  a  meffenger  had  been 
difpatched  to  Vienna,  to  remon. 
drate  on  this  fubjed  with  the  im¬ 
perial  cabinet.  According  to  the 
logic  of  the  Genoefe  rulers,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  French  were  to  fin 
with  impunity  ;  that  they  were  to 
be  permitted  to  convert  the  date 
of  Genoa  into  a  place  of  arms* 
where  they  might  mature  their 
plans,  and  colled  their  refources, 
for  overruning  Italy,  but  that  they 
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were  on  no  account  to  be  difturbed 
there,  becaufe  an  attempt  to  expel 
them  would  expofe  that  date  to 
be,  what  it  was,  in  faft,  already 
become,  a  theatre  of  war.  This 
reafoning  was  not  fortunate  enough 
to  convince  de  Vins,  and  he  there¬ 
fore  perfifted  in  his  intention. 

The  confequences  arifing  from 
the  movements  of  the  Auftrian  ge¬ 
neral,  foon  produced  frefh  com¬ 
plaints  from  the  Genoefe  govern¬ 
ment.  The  interruption  and  ex¬ 
amination  of  all  correfpondence, 
the  fufpenfion  of  commerce,  and 
the  rigour  with  which  fupplies 
were  cut  off  from  the  weftern  part 
of  the  Riviera,  were  the  principal 
grievances  which  were  alleged. 
De  Vins  angrily  replied,  that  the 
ground  which  he  occupied  had 
been  won  from  the  French  at  the 
expenfe  of  the  blood  of  the  Auf¬ 
trian  troops,  that  the  Genoefe  had 
taken  no  pains  to  preferve  their  neu¬ 
trality,  and  that  he  would,  there¬ 
fore,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
confider  the  whole  country,  to  the 
weftward  of  Borghetto,  as  if  ip 
were  a  French  province.  The 
Genoefe  republic,  which  had  afted 
in  fuch  a  manner  towards  the  Auf¬ 
trian  army  as  would  have  juftified 
his  treating  it  hollilely,  ought,  he 
faid,  to  be  grateful  to  his  imperial 
rnajedy,  for  having  left  it  the 
rights  of  fovereignty  over  a  ter¬ 
ritory  which  it  had  refigned  to  the 
enemy.  In  proof  of  the  partiality 
of  the  Genoefe  rulers,  he  dated 
that  individuals  had  been  arreded 
merely  for  having,  from  curiofity, 
vifited  his  camp  at  Dego,  and  that 
the  defeated  French,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  had  been  fheltered  in 
the  covered  way  of  Genoa,  while 
the  imperialilts  were  fired  upon 
from  the  ramparts  as  foon  as  they 


approached.  Notwithftanding  all 
this,  he  had,  he  faid,  maintained 
the  drifted  difcipline,  and  had  paid 
for  every  thing  with  ready  money. 
The  carrying  on  of  commerce,  and 
the  tranfport  of  provifions,  he, 
however,  pofitirely  refufed  to  al¬ 
low ;  as  to  grant  thofe  points 
would,  he  urged,  be  furnilhing  the 
French  with  the  means  of  retain¬ 
ing  their  pofitions  in  the  Genoefe 
dominions,  from  which  they  would 
otherwife,  by  the  want  of  fubfid- 
ence,  be  compelled  to  retire.  The 
dopping  of  couriers  and  opening  of 
letters  was,  he  affirmed,  a  necef- 
fary  precaution  for  the  fafety  of 
his  army,  to  the  adoption  of 
which  he  was  compelled  by  the 
fenfelefs  and  violent  defigns  of  fome 
perfons  of  Genoa,  who  wifhed  the 
people  to  take  up  arms  againft  the 
imperial  forces.  This  allufion  was 
to  a  plan,  concerted  between  the 
French  and  their  partifans  in  Ge¬ 
noa,  for  the  purpofe  of  exciting 
feveral  thoufands  of  the  peafantry 
of  the  valleys  to  join  the  republi¬ 
cans  in  an  attack  upon  the  Auf¬ 
trian  army  ;  a  plan  which  was  for¬ 
tunately  difeovered  in  time  to  pre¬ 
vent  it  from  being  carried  into 
effeft. 

The  government  replied ;  but 
its  reply  visas  not  of  a  fatisfaftory 
nature.  It  pleaded  that  it  had 
been  unable  to  prevent  the  entrance 
of  the  Conventional  troops,  a  plea 
which  probably  was  true  ;  but  it 
forgot  that  the  Sardinian  and  Auf¬ 
trian  monarchs  were  not  called 
upon,  by  any  law  or  duty,  to  be 
tame  fufferers  from  the  weaknefs  of 
the  Genoefe  and  the  injudice  of  the 
French.  The  fhelter  afforded  to 
the  routed  republicans  was  not  de¬ 
nied,  and  the  arred  of  individuals, 
whom  curiofity  had  led  to  the 
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Auftrian  camp,  was  attempted  to 
be  excufed  by  the  mod  offenftve  of 
all  reafons,  that  of  fearing  to  give 
to  the  enemy  a  caufe  of  complaint. 
1  he  fchemes  of  infurredion  form- 
ed  by  Genoefe  fubjeds  were  lightly 
palled  over,  as  being  merely  that 
kind  of  indifcreet  talk  which,  in 
a  free  country,  would  be  heard 
alike  from  both  parties,  and  which 
ought  not  to  be  made  againft  the 
government  a  topic  of  reproach. 
This  fpecies  of  defence  was  calcu¬ 
lated  to  provoke  at  once  refentful 
and  ludicrous  feelings ;  it  being 
notorious  that  the  Geneofe  Hate 
had  no  claim  to  be  called  a  free 
country ;  that  no  plans  of  infur¬ 
redion  had  been  meditated  by  the 
Auftrians  or  their  friends  ;  and  that 
the  government  would  certainly 
have  punilhed  any  of  its  fubjeds 
who,  to  the  prejudice  of  France, 
had  dared  to  indulge  in  fuch  indif¬ 
creet  talk  as  that  which  was  the 
fubjed  of  remonftrance  from  the 
Auftrian  commander. 

Againft  the  Britifh  the  murmurs 
of  the  Genoefe  were  ftill  louder 
than  againft  the  Auftrians,  and,  if 
poffible,  with  ftill  lei's  juftice.  Nel- 
fon,  who  was  then  watching  the 
coaft,  was  particularly  obnoxious 
to  them,  from  his  incelfant  adivity 
in  haraffing  the  French;  though, 
as  far  as  circumftances  would  per¬ 
mit,  he  carefully  avoided  to  take 
any  ftep  which  could  be  productive 
of  injury  to  the  Genoefe.  As, 
however,  the  republicans  had  taken 
polfeflion  of,  and  converted  into  a 
fource  of  annoyance  the  whole  of 
the  coaft  from  Nice  to  Genoa,  and 
as  not  a  day  paflfed  that  they  were 
not  guilty  of  fome  grofs  violation 
of  neutrality,  it  was  impofiible  for 
a  man  like  him  to  endure  their  in- 
folence,  without  now  and  then  in- 
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Hiding  on  them  an  exemplary 
chaftiiement.  Whenever  he  pu- 
nifhed  or  repreffed  their  audacity, 
they  raifed  aery  againft  him,  which 
was  ftaviftily  echoed  by  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  rulers,  who  did  not  fcruple 
even  to  falfify  fads,  in  order  to 
give  to  his  condud  an  unfavourable 
appearance. 

From  their  repeated  accufations 
and  calumnies,  Nelfon  vindicated 
himfelf  with  temper  and  ability, 
and  fatisfied  his  fuperior  officers 
and  his  government  that  he  had 
performed  his  duty,  in  a  fpirit  of 
equity  and  even  kindnefs  towards 
the  Genoefe  fubjeds.  In  anfwer 
to  fome  cavils  which  had  been 
raifed,  with  refped  to  the  ftations 
of  his  cruizers,  he  wrote  in  the 
following  terms,  to  the  Britifh 
envoy,  Mr.  Drake,  on  the  fixth 
of  Auguft.  u  The  difpofition  and 
ads  of  my  cruifers  will  foon  prove 
inconteftibly  that  Genoa  is  not 
blockaded,  as  all  veffels  will  arrive 
in  perfed  fecurity  which  are  not 
French,  or  laden  with  French  pro¬ 
duce.  Cruifers  off  Cape  Corfe,  or 
the  ftraits  of  Bonifaccio,  would  not 
flop  the  trade  fo  well  as  where  I 
have  placed  them;  were  I  to  re¬ 
move  thofe  Ihips  on  the  Efpecia 
fide  of  the  gulph,  nothing  could 
prevent  the  efcape  of  the  French 
fquadron,  and  any  convoy  they 
might  choofe  to  carry  with  them. 
It  ever  has  been  cuftomary  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  intercept  enemy’s  vef¬ 
fels  coming  from  neutral  ports,  and 
the  cruifers  of  Port  Efpecia  are 
very  little  nearer  Genoa  than  Leg¬ 
horn,  and  are  at  the  utmoft  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  Genoefe  territory  ; 
for  I  have  been  moft  careful  to 
give  no  offence  to  the  Genoefe  ter¬ 
ritory,  or  flag.  Were  I  to  follow 
the  example,  which  the  Genoefe 
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allow  the  French,  of  having  fome 
fmall  veffels  in  the  port  of  Genoa, 
that  I  have  feen  towed  out  of  the 
port,  and  board  veffels  coming  in, 
and  afterwards  return  into  the 
Mole,  there  might  then  certainly 
be  fome  reafon  to  fay,  their  neutral 
territory  was  infulted ;  but  the 
conduct  of  the  Englilh  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent.  I  take  the  liberty,  Sir, 
of  writing  thus  fully,  which  I 
hope  you  will  excufe,  as  it  may 
help  to  furnifh  you  with  ftrong  ar¬ 
guments,  Ihould  the  Genoefe  go¬ 
vernment  complain  ;  and  another 
cogent  reafon  why  Britilh  cruifers 
are  neceffary,  even  on  the  coad 
and  before  the  port  of  Genoa,  is 
the  necefiity  of  protefting  our  own 
trade,  and  that  of  our  allies,  from 
the  numerous  French  privateers, 
which  cover  the  gulph  every  night 
from  the  ports  of  the  republic. ” 

Nelfon  had  no  fooner  ihown  the 
fallacy  of  one  charge,  than  he  was 
called  on  to  defend  himfelf  from 
another*  A  long  feries  of  com¬ 
plaints  againft  him  was,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  drawn  up 
by  the  Genoefe  rulers,  and  tranf- 
mitted  to  their  envoy  in  England, 
to  be  laid  before  the  Britilh  mi¬ 
nidry.  The  reply  of  the  gallant 
fa i lor  will  fhew  the  futility  of 
thofe  complaints,  the  mildnefs 
which  he  difplayed,  and  the  fhame- 
ful  contempt  of  decorum  which 
was  exhibited  by  the  French. 
*(  The  firft  complaint/’  faid  he, 
is,  the  diftrefs  of  the  wedern 
coad  of  the  republic  from  want  of 
provilions  :  to  this  I  anfwer,  That 
the  Genoefe  government  having 
propofed  a  plan  for  the  fupplying  of 
their  towns  with  provilions,  the 
fame  was  arranged  with  his  Ma. 
jefty^s  minider  at  Genoa,  and 
acceded  to  by  the  Audrian  general 


and  myfelf,  although  thofe  towns 
were  in  poffeflion  of  the  French 
troops ;  and  the  marquis  does  not 
even  pretend  to  date,  that  any 
veffels  furnilhed  with  the  docu¬ 
ments,  arranged  with  his  govern¬ 
ment,  were  moleded  or  detained  on 
their  voyage. 

<(  The  next  hodile  adl  dated  to 
have  been  committed,  was  on  Au- 
gud  2 6,  179/,  at  Alafiio,  ‘  when 
the  place  was  threatened  with  de¬ 
molition  and  conflagration,  a  Ge¬ 
noefe  veffel  burnt,  and  another 
feized,  together  with  fome  of  the 
fame  flag,  under  cannon  fhot  of  the 
caflle,  having  Genoefe  colours  fly¬ 
ing/  To  this  I  beg  leave  to  reply 
by  fads.  The  French  army  oc¬ 
cupied  the  town,  to  the  number  of 
two  rhoufand  horfe  and  foot,  hav¬ 
ing  cannon  mounted  on  different 
parts  of  it :  a  convoy  of  warlike 
dores  arriving  at  this  place  for  the 
French  army,  I  anchored  in  the 
bay  of  Alaflio  and  Langueglia,  and 
took  a  French  corvette,  four  other 
veffels  of  war,  and  five  or  fix 
French  veffels,  laden  with  powder, 
fhot,  Ihells,  and  provifions.  It  is 
true,  that  Genoefe  colours  were 
flying  on  a  cadle  in  the  town ;  but 
the  French  colours  were  laid  over 
the  wall,  and  the  French  troops, 
with  their  colours  flying,  were 
drawn  up  in  the  cadle,  in  front  of 
the  cadle,  and  in  front  of  the 
town,  and  on  the  beach,  and  fired 
from  the  beach  on  our  boats,  that 
were  employed  in  cutting  out  the 
veffels  ;  and  my  forbearance  will 
be  can  fide  red  as  great,  when  I  a f- 
fert,  that  fifteen  muiket  balls  paff- 
ed  through  my  barge,  yet  I  would 
not  fuffer  the  town  to  be  fired  upon. 
A  veffel,  whole  cable  was  cut,  ran 
on  fhore,  and  was  burnt,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  all  the  French  troops.  I 
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here  affirm,  on  the  honour  of  an 
officer,  that  no  Genoefe  or  other 
neutral  veffel  was  kept  polfeffion 
of;  and  indeed  it  i's  acknowledged, 
by  my  conduct  to  the  Ad  riot  vef- 
fels,  that  neutrals  had  only  to 
declare  their  neutrality,  to  claim 
refped  from  me.  As  to  the  threats 
of  demolition  and  conflagration  to 
the  town,  I  have  to  fay,  that  I 
neither  received  nor  fent  any  mef- 
fage,  nor  had  any  communication 
whatever  with  the  town ;  there¬ 
fore  this  mull  be  wilful  mifrepre- 
fentation. 

“  To  the  circmftance  of  Auguft: 
27th,  1 795b  where  it  is  hated,  that 
the  Englifh  purfued  another  veffel, 
and  chafed  her  into  a  little  bay, 
and  cannonaded  her  upon  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  the  republic,  I  muft  here 
obferve,  that  although  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  may  claim,  and  have  un¬ 
doubted  right  to,  the  polfeffion  of 
their  territory,  yet  the  French 
having  taken  polfeffion  of  every 
foot  of  ground  from  Ventimig¬ 
lia  to  Voltri,  ereded  batteries 
at  whatever  places  they  thought 
proper,  ordered  requisitions  of  pro¬ 
visions,  mules,  and  drivers,  and 
fired  on  the  Ships  of  their  enemies, 
although  they  may  be  friends  of 
the  Genoefe  ;  are  not  thefe  a<fis, 
which  the  marquis  muft  acknow¬ 
ledge  to  be  every  day  committed, 
proofs  Sufficient  that  the  French, 
and  not  the  Genoefe,  are  the  maf- 
ters  of  the  country  ;  nor  can  the 
French  allowing  Genoefe  flags  to 
be  hoifted  on  Some  of  the  fortifica¬ 
tions,  alter  the  cafe.  The  veffel 
.alluded  to  was  a  French  gun-boat, 
which  had  fired  on  his  Ma jetty’s 
Ship,  and  received  the  chafiifement 
fhe  So  highly  merited  ;  but  this 
happened  on  a  beach,  where  not  a 


[44? 

houfe  belonging  to  the  Genoefe 
could  be  injured.” 

Having  equally  refuted  the  re¬ 
maining  charges,  Nelfon  thus 
wound  up  his  defence.  **  I  beg 
leave  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the 
conclufion  of  the  Genoefe  minifter, 
which  is  certainly  a  moft  extraor¬ 
dinary  one.  To  pretend  to  affert 
that,  although  our  enemies  take 
poffeffion  of,  and  continue  in  the 
republic  of  Genoa,  we  are  not,  by 
every  means  in  our  power,  to  at¬ 
tack  them  both  at  fea  and  on  fhore, 
will  not  bear  reafoning  upon,  but 
I  can  with  truth  declare,  that  in 
the  aft  of  diftreffing  our  enemies  in 
the  republic  of  Genoa,  the  greateft 
forbearance,  and  even  ads  of  kind- 
nefs,  have  been  conftantly  Shown 
to  individual  Genoefe.  The  re¬ 
public  of  Genoa  has  now  had  fix 
months  unmolefted  fraternization 
with  the  French  army,  and  I  am 
affined  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
republic  had  rather  again  encoun¬ 
ter  our  fancied  breaches  of  neutra¬ 
lity,  and  violation  of  territory, 
than  the  fraternal  embraces  of  the 
French  troops,  which  have  been 
given  to  their  women,  their 
churches,  and  olive  trees.” 

The  fubferviency  of  the  Genoefe 
government  to  the  French,  and  its 
conftant  ill-will  to  the  Englifh, 
were,  however,  infufficient  to  con¬ 
ciliate  to  it  the  friendfhip  of  the 
French  rulers.  A  ftriking  proof 
of  this  was  afforded  early  in  the 
month  of  Auguft.  In  dired  con¬ 
travention  of  the  Genoefe  edids, 
and  in  Spite  of  cautions  and  remon- 
ftrances,  two  French  privateers 
perfifted  in  an  attempt  to  fail  from 
the  port  of  Genoa,  without  ha  ving 
given  the  cuftomary  fecurities  that 
they  would  not  violate  the  neu¬ 
trality 
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trality  of  the  country,  by  com¬ 
mitting  acls  of  hoftility  in  lefs 
than  twenty-four  hours  after  they 
quitted  the  port.  Their  object, 
too,  was  the  feizure  of  Genoefe 
veffels  which  were  trading  with 
the  fubjedts  of  the  allies.  An  un- 
fhotted  gun  was  fired,  to  warn 
them  not  to  proceed  ;  and  this  be¬ 
ing  difregarded,  the  officer,  who 
commanded  at  the  battery  of  the 
Mole,  fired  with  fhot,  by  which  a 
failor  was  killed  on  board  of  one 
of  the  fhips.  Finding  that  rhey 
could  not  carry  their  intention  into 
effetfl  with  impunity,  the  priva¬ 
teers  made  a  virtue  of  neceffity, 
and  returned  into  the  harbour. 

This  event  called  forth,  from 
M.  Villars,  the  French  envoy,  a 
note,  addreffed  to  the  Genoefe  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate,  and  drawn  up  in 
language  of  unmeafured  infolence. 
He  demanded  juftice  on  thofe  who 
had  been  guilty  of  what  he  was 
pleafed  to  call  the  murder  of  the 
French  failor,  he  accufed  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  connivance  with  the 
affaflins,  claimed  a  penfion  for  the 
widow  and  children  of  the  man 
who  had  fallen,  intimated  that 
further  conceffions  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  fatisfy  the  vengeance  to 
which  his  nation  was  entitled,  and 
infilled  upon  a  prompt  and  catego¬ 
rical  anfwer.  i(  Dilatory  ways 
and  pretexts, ”  faid  he,  “  are  not 
fufferable  in  this  cafe.  It  is  necef- 
fary  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
the  Genoefe  government  fhould 
explain  itfelf  definitively,  and  in  a 
clear  and  open  manner,  that  the 
French  republic  may  know  pofi- 
tively,  whether  the  promife  of  neu¬ 
trality,  which  has  been  fo  fla¬ 
grantly  abufed,  is  any  thing  more 
than  a  means  chofen  to  ferve  the 


enemies  of  France,  while  it  pre¬ 
tends  to  ferve  her  interefls  ;  whe¬ 
ther  the  moll  ferene  government 
will  allow  that  a  few  Genoefe,  who 
are  the  enemies  of  the  French  peo¬ 
ple,  and  of  the  order  of  things 
which  they  have  eflablifhed,  fhall 
facrifice  the  true  interefls  of  the 
Genoefe  republic  to  their  pride  and 
cupidity;  and  whether,  in  fine,  the 
friendthip  which  the  moft  ferene 
government  profeffes  to  entertain 
for  France,  is  a  feigned  feeling,  or 
a  real  one,  on  which  the  French 
nation  may  rely.’* 

Such  a  paper  as  this  it  required 
all  the  audacity  of  a  French  con¬ 
ventional  agent  to  prefent  to  an 
independent  power,  whofe  laws  his 
countrymen  had  fet  at  defiance ; 
and  had  not  the  Genoefe  rulers 
been  blinded  by  intereft,  partia¬ 
lity,  or  terror,  they  would  at  leaft 
have  attempted  to  fupport  their 
dignity  and  their  rights.  Inftead, 
however,  of  making  fuch  an  at¬ 
tempt,  they  yielded  without  re¬ 
finance  to  the  menaces  of  M.  Vil¬ 
lars.  They  arrefted  the  officer  and 
cannoneer  who  had  performed  their 
duty  by  firing,  they  fubmitted  to 
the  apology  and  reparation  which 
which  was  required  from  them, 
and  they  confented  to  allow  French 
privateers  to  fail  freely  from  their 
harbours. 

Partiality  fo  glaring  and  fo  inju¬ 
rious  it  was  impofiible  for  the  Bri- 
tifh  envoy  to  pafs  over  in  filence. 
Heconfequently  reauefted  to  be  in¬ 
formed  whether  the  reports  were 
correct  which  he  had  heard  on  this 
fubjedl ;  as,  if  officers  were  to  be 
punifhed  for  obeying  the  orders  of 
their  fuperiors  by  oppofing  thofe 
who  violated  the  laws,  and  France 
could,  by  dint  of  threats,  obtain 
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whatever  conceffions  fhe  pleafed, 
It  was  manifeft  that  no  reliance 
could  be  placed  on  the  repeated 
proteftations  of  neutrality  which 
had  been  made  by  the  government. 
At  the  fame  time  he  gave  notice 
that,  in  obvious  breach  of  the  fe- 
venth  article  of  the  ediCt  of  neu¬ 
trality,  privateers  were  then  fit¬ 
ting  out  by  the  enemy  in  the  port 
of  Genoa. 

The  reply  of  the  government 
was  in  a  petulant  tone;  and  it 
{hewed  the  degraded  fituation  to 
which  the  Genoefe  rulers  were  re¬ 
duced  ;  for,  in  order  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  the  dilemma  in 
which  they  were  placed  by  the 
note  of  the  Britifh  envoy,  they 
had  recourfe  to  a  direCl  falfehood. 
M.  Villars,  they  laid,  had  not 
complained  of  the  privateer  being 
fired  on,  but  only  that,  contrary 
to  ufage,  the  firing  had  been  with 
grape  {hot ;  and,  in  confequence  of 
the  irregularity  which  was  the 
caufe  of  his  remonft ranee,  the  go¬ 
vernment  had  put  under  arreft  the 
gunner  and  the  officer,  even  before 
he  had  brought  forward  any  com¬ 
plaint.  In  neither  of  thefe  affer- 
tions  was  there  fo  much  as  the 
Shadow  of  truth.  With  refpeCl  to 
the  fitting  out  of  privateers,  it 
was  left  unnoticed  ;  but  vague  pro- 
reflations  of  rigid  neutrality  were 
repeated,  and  it  was  confidered  as 
an  injuflice  to  the  Genoefe  rulers 
to  entertain  any  doubt  with  refpeCl 
to  their  veracity  upon  this  delicate 
fubjeCt. 

It  is  the  fate  of  thofe  who  de- 
feend  to  mean  fubmiflions  and  of¬ 
fices,  to  be  defpifed  and  mifufed 
by  the  very  perfons  who  derive 
benefit  from  the  facrifice  of  their 
chara&er.  The  perfevering  pati¬ 
ence  and  truckling  of  the  Ge- 
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noefe  government  did  not  fecure  its 
fubjeCls  from  being  treated  with 
brutal  harfhnefs  by  the  French.  In 
the  ports  of  Provence  and  Lan¬ 
guedoc,  the  Genoefe  traders  and 
bailors,  highly  ufeful  as  they  were 
to  the  republicans,  were,  never- 
thelefs,  expofed  to  all  forts  of  in¬ 
dignity,  vexation,  and  violence; 
fo  that  even  the  callous  feelings  of 
the  fufFerers  were  at  length  af¬ 
fected,  and  the  hope  of  gain 
could  no  longer  allure  them  to 
continue  their  commercial  inter- 
courfe.  The  dread  of  a  famine  in 
the  fouth  of  France  awakened  the 
republicans  to  the  impolicy  of 
their  proceedings  ;  and,  that  they 
might  obtain  fupplies  of  corn  from 
the  magazines  of  Genoa,  they 
thought  it  prudent  to  tempt  back 
the  Genoefe  to  their  coaft,  by  apo¬ 
logies  for  the  pad,  and  affurances 
for  the  future. 

In  the  Genoefe  territory  the 
French  officers  and  foldiers  con¬ 
ducted  themfelves  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  juftify  the  feverity  with 
which,  as  we  have  already  fhewn, 
they  were  alluded  to  by  Nelfon. 
While  fome  of  the  former  inter¬ 
fered  in  the  adminiftrative  concerns 
of  that  part  of  the  country  which 
they  occupied,  and  others  aCted 
{till  more  reprehenfibly,  the  latter 
indulged  their  propensity  to  plun¬ 
der  and  to  cruelty.  Evidence,  not 
only  againft  the  foldiery,  but  alfo 
againft  a  portion  of  their  leaders, 
is  furnifhed  by  their  general,  Sche¬ 
rer,  who  found  it  neceffary  to  ad- 
drefs  to  them  a  proclamation,  to 
check,  if  poffible,  the  crimes  which 
they  committed.  “  After  having 
triumphed  for  liberty,”  Laid  he., 
“many  of  you  have  dishonoured 
yourfelves,  by  thefts,  by  conflagra¬ 
tions,  and  by  punifhable  behaviour 
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to  women.  Your  blind  fury  has 
pufiied  you  to  thefe  difhonourable 
exceffes,  even  in  the  Genoefe  do¬ 
minions,  where  no  wrong  has  been 
done  to  you,  and  which  have  con- 
flantly  refufed  to  form  a  coalition 
with  your  enemies.  Soldiers,  your 
father,  for  the  laft  time,  warns 
vou  to  deiift  from  thefe  a£ls,  which 
fix  a  ftigma  on  the  reputation  of 
the  army  of  Italy.  Y ou  know  the 
laws  which  forbid,  under  pain  of 
death,  the  crimes  of  which  you 
have  been  guilty.  You  would 
have  no  excufe,  even  within  the 
limits  of  a  conquered  fiate,  fince 
you  have  taken  up  arms  to  exter¬ 
minate  only  thofe  who  combat 
againft  your  country,  and  not  to 
war  upon  the  unfortunate  and 
peaceable  inhabitants.'  I  confe- 
quently  forewarn  you  of  the  firm 
and  unalterable  refolution  which  I 
have  taken,  to  punifh,  with  all  the 
rigour  of  the  law,  the  firff  among 
you  who  (hall  give  himfelf  up  to 
the  commiffion  of  exceffes,  which 
muft  cover  you  with  infamy.  I 
know  that  among  your  leaders 
there  are  officers  vile  enough  to 
Hand  forward  as  the  proteflors  of 
fuch  mifconduft;  but  they  alfo 
fhall  be  punifhed,  and  with  kill 
more  feverity  than  the  private  fol- 
dier.,J  When  fuch  was  the  picture 
which  was  drawn  of  them  by  their 

y 

general,  who  mult  naturally  have 
been  flow  to  eliminate  them,  and 
anxious  to  palliate  their  tranfgref- 
fions,  it  may  eafily  be  conceived 
to  what  an  extremity  of  outrage 
they  were  prompted,  by  their 
blind  fury  againft  the  neutral  Ge¬ 
noefe. 

A  if  ill  heavier  fate  was,  how¬ 
ever,  impending  over  the  Genoefe 
government.  Hitherto,  their  ar¬ 
mies  having  only  a  precarious  foot¬ 


ing  on  the  verge  of  Italy,  it  had 
not  been  the  intereft  of  the  French 
rulers  to  pufh  their  encroachments 
too  far,  fo  as  to  compel  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  to  throw  themfelves  for  pro¬ 
tection  upon  the  Sardinian  and 
Auftrian  monarchs.  But  a  change 
in  the  fituation  of  affairs  was  now 
about  to  take  place,  which  would 
enable  them  to  execute  their  plans 
to  the  ftillell  extent.  The  direc¬ 
tory,  which  had  by  this  time 
gained  a  firm  hold  of  the  reins  of 
authority,  was  refolved  to  make  a 
dec i five  effort  to  overrun  Italy  ; 
and,  among  the  many  objects 
which  it  intended  to  accomplifh  in 
that  country,  was  the  downfall  of 
the  ancient  conffitution  of  the  re¬ 
public  of  Genoa. 

The  firff  ffep  taken  by  the  di¬ 
rectory  was  to  recal  M.  Villars, 
who  wasfuppofed  not  to  have  talent 
and  firmnefs  enough  for  the  ftation 
which  he  filled.  For  the  moment, 
his  place  was  fupplied  by  Salicetti, 
who  was  inftruCted  to  de-  ^  r 
mand  that  the  fortrefs  of  I/^ 
Savona  fhould  be  garrifoned  by 
French  troops,  and  that  the  re¬ 
public  fhould  furnifh  France  with  a 
loan  of  thirty  millions  of  livres. 
One  of  thefe  demands  would,  per¬ 
haps,  have  been  granted  wholly, 
and  the  other  in  part,  as  the  go¬ 
vernment  was  deliberating  on  the 
propriety  of  facrificing  five  mil¬ 
lions  of  livres  to  be  excufed  from 
any  further  claims,  had  not  the 
Britifh  envoy  and  the  miniiters  of 
the  other  belligerent  powers,  join¬ 
ed  in  a  note,  declaring  that  they 
could  not  believe  that  the  republic 
would  fo  far  forget  her  neutrality, 
as  to  comply  with  the  requifition 
of  M.  Salicetti,  and  that,  if  file 
did  comply,  the  coalefcedfovereigns 
could  no  longer  acknowledge  her  as 
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a  neutral  ftate,but  muft  confider  her 
as  the  ally  of  France.  This  had 
the  defired  effed  ;  the  proportion 
for  confenting  to  the  loan  being 
negatived  in  the  council,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  again#  thirty. four.  This  de¬ 
feat  the  French  revenged  by  quar¬ 
tering  great  numbers  of  their  fol- 
diers  in  the  country  feats  of  thofe 
who  had  voted  again#  them,  and 
of  the  nobles  who  were  fuppofed 
to  be  unfriendly  to  their  qaufe. 

At  this  period  a  plot,  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  which  are  not  known,  was 
formed  by  the  French,  probably  in 
conjundion  with  the  Genoefe  mal¬ 
contents,  to  obtain  poffeffion  of  the 
city  of  Genoa  itfelf,  either  with 
a  view  of  converting  it  into  a  mi¬ 
litary  poft,  or  of  fubverting  the 
eftablifhed  order  of  things,  and 
democratizing  the  Hate.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  April,  the  French  right 
wing*  led  by  La  Harpe,  was 
marched  towards  the  city  ;  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  in  one  of  the 
fuburbs  of  which  it  took  up  a  me¬ 
nacing  pofition.  The  government 
was  jfo  alarmed  by  this  hoftile  de- 
monftration,  that  it  haftily  called 
in  two  thoufand  of  the  Genoefe 
militia,  mounted  artillery  on  the 
ramparts,  {Lengthened  the  hands 
of  the  police,  and  adopted  various 
other  meafures  to  avert  the  danger. 
In  confequence,  probably,  of  thefe 
precautions,  the  fcheme  of  the  re¬ 
publicans  was  fruftrated.  But, 
whatever  was  the  fcheme,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  in  its  conception  or  exe¬ 
cution,  Buonaparte,  who  had  re¬ 
cently  been  appointed  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  French  army,  had  no 
fhare.  On  the  contrary,  he  com¬ 
plained  heavily  of  it,  as  having 
been  produdive  of  an  injurious  ef¬ 
fect.  “  The  movement,”  faid  lie. 


u  which  I  found  commenced  again# 
Genoa,  has  drawn  the  enemy  from 
his  winter  quarters ;  he  has-  palled 
the  Po,  andpuflied  forward  his  ad¬ 
vanced  pods,  by  the  Bormida  and 
the  Bocchetta,  leaving  Gavi  be¬ 
hind  him.  1  am  extremely  angry 
and  dififatisfied  with  this  movement 
upon  Genoa,  which  is  the  more  out 
of  feafon,  becaufe  it  has  compelled 
that  republic  to  takeahoftile  atti¬ 
tude,  and  has  aroufed  the  enemy, 
whom  I  fhoald  otherwife  have 
caught  in  an  unprepared  fituation. 
This  will  coft  us  fome  additional 
lofs  of  men.”  He  even  feems,  at 
the  outlet,  to  have  been  averle 
from  all  projeds  of  aggreffion  in 
this  cafe.  For  in  another  letter, 
adverting  to  the  fame  fubjed,  he 
faid,  “  our  pofition  with  refped  to 
Genoa  is  a  very  critical  one- 
Things  are  managed  badly  ;  too 
much  has  been  done,  or  too  little, 
but,  fortunately,  this  will  produce 
no  further  confequence.  The  Ge¬ 
noefe  government  has  more  talent 
and  more  {Length  than  it  is 
thought  to  have  :  there  are  only 
two  modes  of  ading  towards  it : 
either  to  feize  upon  Genoa,  by  a 
prompt  coup  de  main,  but  that  is 
contrary  to  your  intention,  and  to 
the  law  of  nations;  or,  to  live  on 
friendly  terms,  and  not  endeavour 
to  draw  from  them  their  money, 
which  is  the  only  thing  on  which 
they  fet  a  value*” 

The  latter  alternative  the  DL 
redpry  was  not,  difpofed  to  chufe. 
That  money,  which  the  French  ge¬ 
neral  deferibed  as  being  the  foie  ob- 
jed  of  Genoefe  attachment,  was  a 
temptation  which  was  too  powerful 
to  be  refilled.  The  French  rulers 
looked  forward  to  the  vidories  pf 
Buonaparte  for  innumerable  advan¬ 
tages  ;  and  among  them  was  the  fa- 
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cility  which  they  would  afford  to 
the  extorting  of  a  loan  from  rich 
Genoefe  individuals,  which  loan  the 
government  was  to  be  compelled  to 
guarantee  to  its  fubjeds.  “  After 
the  foldiers  of  Auftria  have  been 
routed/’  faid  the  Diredory,  “  Ge¬ 
noa  will  ceafe  to  refufe  thofe  fuc- 
cours  which  are  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceflary  to  us.”  Nor  were  the  pof- 
feffions  to  be  held  more  facred  than 
the  treafures  of  the  Genoefe.  Buo¬ 
naparte  was  intruded  to  demand 
that  French  garrifons  fhould  be 
admitted  into  the  fortreffes  of  Sa¬ 
vona  and  Gavi ;  and,  if  the  rulers 
of  Genoa  fhould  prove  to  be  ((  fo 
ignorant  of  their  own  interefls”  as 
to  refufe  their  confent,  he  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  refort  to  force  for  the 
accomplifhtnent  of  his  purpofe. 

As  their  inftrument  to  execute 
the  fchemes  which  they  meditated, 
the  French  rulers  difpatched  to 
Genoa,  under  the  mafk  of  an  envoy, 
M.  Faypoult,  a  man  of  an  adive, 
enterprifing,  and  intriguing  cha- 
rader.  On  his  arrival  at  Genoa, 
M.  Faypoult  began  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  talk  by  endeavouring  to 
lull  the  government  into  a  profound 
fecurity.  At  his  firft  audience 
with  the  Doge,  to  deliver  his  cre¬ 
dentials,  he  dealt  largely  in  ami¬ 
cable  piofeffions.  He  vouched  for 
the  warm  intereft  which  the  French 
republic  took  in  the  fafety  and 
profperity  of  the  Genoefe  ;  he  fpoke 
of  rendering!,  for  ever  fecure  the 
good  underftanding  which  exifted 
between  Genoa  and  France;  he 
promifed  the  continual  good  offices 
of  the  French  nation;  and  foaring 
ftill  further  from  truth  as  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  his  harangue,  he,  without 
a  blufh,  declared  that  the  French 

e-  *  f 

rulers  “  would  be  faithful  and  fin- 
cere  in  their  intercourfe  with  fo¬ 


reign  powers,  that  they  would. eft a- 
blifh  their  diplomacy  on  the  bafis 
of  equity  and  truth,  that  they  be¬ 
lieved  it  to  be  worthy  of  the  na¬ 
tional  generofity  and  greatnefs,  not 
to  confine  their  care  to  the  interefls 
of  France,  but  to  extend  it  to  the 
happinefs  of  all  nations  who  were 
fincerely  the  friends  of  France; 
and,  therefore,  thofe  nations  might 
henceforth,  confider  the  juft  ice  and 
power  of  the  French  republic  as  a 
tutelary  tegisof  their  prefervation.” 

In  about  a  month  after  this 
fpeech  was  delivered,  a  commentary 
upon  it  was  furnifhed  by  the  Di¬ 
redory,  in  the  fhape  of  inftruc- 
tions  to  Buonaparte,  which  were 
fent  to  him  the  moment  that  the 
new  fovereigns  of  France  were  in¬ 
formed  of  his  having  routed  the 
enemy,  and  opened  a  paffage  into 
Piedmont.  Commencing  with  a 
declaration  that  it  was  not  the  in¬ 
tereft  of  France  to  drive  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  republic  to  defpair,  they  feem 
to  have  refolved  that  their  mea- 
fures  fhould  only  juft  flop  fhort  of 
that  critical  point.  The  Conven¬ 
tion,  lefs  unjuft  than  the  heirs  of 
its  power,  had  exonerated  Genoa 
from  all  blame  with  refped  to  the 
capture  of  the  Modefte  frigate ; 
but  the  Diredors  now  dragged 
from  its  three  years  oblivion  the 
circumftance  of  that  capture,  that 
they  might  convert  it  into  an  in¬ 
ftrument  of  extortion  againft  thofe 
whom  their  predeeeffors  had  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  guiltlefs.  “  We 
may,  in  fad,  urge  to  the  Genoefe,” 
faid  thefe  found  and  equitable  logi¬ 
cians,  (t  either  you  allowed  the 
frigate  to  be  taken,  and  its  crew  to 
be  maffacred  out  of  enmity  to 
France,  or  you  facrificed  it  out  of 
weaknefs.  In  the  firft  cafe  we  call 
for  legitimate  vengeance;  in  the 
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fecond,  we  have  a  right  to  require 
that  you  fhould  treat  our  enemies 
as  you  have  treated  us  :  the  indem¬ 
nity  offered  us  mult  be  a  fufficient 
one;  the  relatives  of  the  French 
who  periffied  on  board  of  the  Mo- 
deFe,  mull  fhare  in  that  indemnity  ; 
the  reparation  made  for  fo  ferious 
an  injury  mull  be  a  weighty,  a 
folemn  one.”  Independent  of  this, 
it  was  expeded  that  Genoa  fhould 
confent  to  a  loan  ;  that  thofe  who, 
in  the  recent  fear  of  being  attacked, 
had  been  defirous  to  call  in  the 
AuFrians,  fhould  be  punifhed  as 
traitors,  that  Britith  and  other 
hoftile  property,  which  could  be 
diredly  feized,  in  the  Fates  of  Ge¬ 
noa,  fhould  be  delivered  up ;  that 
all  other  property  fhould  be  fequef- 
trated,  and  the  rulers  of  Genoa 
made  refponfible  for  it ;  that  the 
Genoefe  fhould  continue  to  provide 
fupplies,  for  which  they  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  notes  payable  at  a  general 
peace  ;  and,  laFly,  that  the  French 
emigrants  fhould  be  expelled  from 
the  Genoefe  territory.  Vidory 
had  banifhed  from  the  breaF  of 
Buonaparte  thofe  liberal  feelings 
which  he  manifefled  previoufly  to 
the  opening  of  the  campaign  ;  and 
it  was  at  his  fuggeFion  that  a  part 
of  thefe  demands,  particularly  with 
refped  to  the  Modefte,  Was  brough  t 
forward  by  the  Diredory.  Such 
was  the  manner  in  which  France 
covered  friendly  powers  with  her 
tutelary  aegis. 

\  The  holtile  feeling  of  the  French 
general  towards  Genoa  was  foon 
manifelfed  in  various  ways.  Con¬ 
tributions  were  demanded  from  the 
Imperial  fiefs  which  were  held  by 
Genoefe  nobles  ;  though  a  law  of 
the  Convention  had  exprefsly  ex¬ 
empted  fuch  property  from  being 
fubjed  to  any  claim  of  the  kind. 
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This  was  followed  by  a  fimilar, 
but  Fill  harfher  meafure  ;  the  try¬ 
ing  by  a  military  commifiion  M. 
AuguFine  Spinola,  one  of  thofe 
nobles,  and  a  member  of  the  fenate. 
The  pretext  for  this  proceeding 
was,  that  he  had  fomented  a  rebel¬ 
lion  in  his  Fef  of  Arquata.  The 
crime  with  which  he  was  charged 
is  faid  to  have,  in  fad,  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  thofe  who  were  his  ac- 
cufers.  He  was  condemned  to  death 
and  the  forfeiture  of  his  property 
by  this  illegal  tribunal.  Fortunate¬ 
ly,  however,  having  no  confidence 
in  French  juFice,  he  contrived  to 
effed  his  efcape  before  the  time  of 
his  trial. 

It  was  not  long  before  Buona¬ 
parte  found,  or  made,  a  regular 
caufe  of  quarrel  with  the  republic 
of  Genoa.  He  affirmed  that  the 
capital  of  the  republic  was  the  cen¬ 
tral  point  whence  were  difpatched 
thofe  villains,  as  he  called  them, 
who  infeFed  the  high  roads,  affaf- 
finated  his  foldiers,  and  intercepted 
the  convoys  ;  that  Count  Girola, 
the  imperial  ambaffador  at  Genoa, 
Firred  up  rebellion  in  the  imperial 
fiefs,  publicly  fent  fucconrs  to  the 
infurgents,  and  every  day  welcom¬ 
ed  the  leaders  of  the  aFaffins,  drop¬ 
ping  with  the  blood  of  the  French  ; 
that  the  governor  of  Novi  gave 
fhelter  to  thofe  robbers  and  affaf- 
fins  ;  and,  to  crown  the  whole, 
that  the  Genoefe  government  took 
no  precautionary  rneafures  ;  but* 
on  the  contrary,  by  its  filence  and 
the  afylum  which  it  granted, 
feemed  to  fmile  upon  the  murder¬ 
ers.  Murat,  his  aid-de-camp,  was, 
therefore,  fent  to  Genoa,  with  a 
menacing,  and  even  inful  ting  let¬ 
ter,  to  demand  that  a  fevere  exam¬ 
ple  Fiould  be  made  of  the  governor 
of  Novi,  that  Count  Girola  fhould. 
[Ff  3] 
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be  arrefted,  or  at  leaft  expelled  from 
the  Genoefe  Hates,  and  that  thofe 
ftlates  Ihould  no  longer  afford  a  re- 
fuge  for  the  banditti.  The  govern¬ 
ment  was  warned  that,  if  it  did 
not  adopt  the  neceffary  means  to 
clear  its  territory  of  thofe  who 
were  obnoxious,  the  French  gene¬ 
ral  would,  and  that  he  would  order 
to  be  burned  every  town  and  vil¬ 
lage  in  which  a  Frenchman  was 
ilain,  and  would  alfo  punifh  the 
magiftrates  who  violated  their du ty 
by  Iheltering  the  guilty  from  his 
vengeance.  He  concluded  by  an 
affuranee  that  “  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  would  be  inviolably  attached  to 
the  principles  of  neutrality. n  This 
commiffion  was  executed  in  a  fuit- 
able  manner  by  Murat.  He  re- 
fufed  to  deliver  the  letter  to  the 
fecretary  of  Hate,  whofe  office  it 
was  to  receive  it,  he  infilled  on 
prefenting  it  to  the  doge  in  per- 
fon,  and  he  did  not  fail,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Fay  poult,  to  enforce 
to  the  doge  and  the  fenate,  with 
infinite  arrogance,  the  neceffity  of 
a  full  compliance  with  the  will  of 
Buonaparte. 

Tliefe  demands  were  feconded  by 
Fay  poult,  who  added  to  them  three 
others,  pamely,  the  expulfion  of  the 
emigrants,  fatisfa&ion  for  five  vef- 
fels  which  had  been  captured  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Taggia  by  the  Bri. 
tifh ;  arid,  as  he  himfelf  expreffed 
it,  “  the  ceffation  of  all  rancour 
againft  thofe  whom  we  call  the 
Genoefe  patriots.  ”  M.  Fay  poult 
was,  however,  fo  eager  to  fee  his 
countrymen  aCting  with  open  hof- 
tility  again  ft  the  Genoefe,  that  he 
omitted  nothing  that  could  ftimu- 
late  Buonaparte  to  begin  often  five 
operations.  He  allured  him  that 
he  might  dictate  the  law  whenever 
he  pleafed,  he  recommended  to  him 


to  march  againft  the  city  with  fct- 
teen  or  eighteen  thoufand  men,  and 
efpecially  a  train  of  mortars  ;  and 
he  fuggefted  to  him  to  fend  an  en¬ 
gineer  for  the  purpofe  of  reconnoi¬ 
tring  the  fortifications,  and  chaf¬ 
ing  two  favourable  fpots  for  plac¬ 
ing  mortars  and  howitzers,  to  re^ 
duce  the  city  to  fubje&ion.  When 
M.  Faypoult  firft  arrived  at  Genoa, 
he  promifed  that  he  would  ever  be 
animated  with  a  fincere  defire  to  be 
perfonaily  agreeable  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Genoa,  and  to  obtain  the 
confidence  and  efteem  of  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  nation.  It  was  in  the  man¬ 
ner  which  we  have  juft  defcribed 
that  he  performed  his.  promife. 

The  government^  as  far  £s  lay 
within  its  power,  endeavoured  to 
accomplifh  what  was  required  by 
the  French  general  and  envoy.  The 
■emigrants  were  fent  away,  with 
the  exception  of  thofe  who  had  re- 
fided  in  the  country  during  a  period 
of  two  years,  and  even  this  excep¬ 
tion  appears  to  have  been  fubfe- 
quently  abandoned.  A  flu  ranees 
were  given,  that  every  effort  would, 
be  employed  to  prevent  the  neutra¬ 
lity  of  the  republic  from  being  in¬ 
fringed  by  the  enemies  of  the 
French.  With  refpecT  to  the  capture 
of  the  vefiels  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Taggia,  heavy  complaints  were 
made  to  the  Britifh  admiral  ;  but 
Nelfoh  had  recently  and  firmly  re¬ 
plied  once  more,  ami  he  was  not 
now  to  he  moved  from  his  purpofe, 
that  while  the  whole  of  the  coall 
was  lined  with  French  batteries, 
and  his  vvffels  could  not  approach 
it  without  attempts  being  made  to 
link  them,  he  would  never  confent 
to  confider  the  weftein  portion  of 
the  Riviera  as  neutral  ground. 
“  Can  the  fecretary  of  Hate/'  fa  id 
lie,  t(  lor  a  moment  fancy  that  I 
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will  receive  (hot  and  (hells  from 
every  part  of  the  coaft,  and  not 
confider  it  as  a  hoftile  one  ?  This, 
indeed, ,he  may  be  a (Tured  of,  that 
I  never  have,  nor  ever  will  (ire  the 
firft  (hot  ;  but  if  (hot  are  fired, 
I  will  do  my  utmoft  todeftroy  the 
batteries  firing  at  the  Britifh  flag, 
although  in  doing  this,  I  (hall 
guard  as  much  as  poflible  againft 
injuring  any  individual  Genoefe, 
a  nation  which  I  refpeft  on  many 
accounts. 

Nelfon,  the  Genoefe  rulers  had 
no  power  to  drive  from  their  con¬ 
fines  ;  but,  to  gratify  the  French, 
they  gave  notice  to  Count  Girola, 
the  imperial  minifter,  that  he  could 
no  longer  be  permitted  to  remain 
at  Genoa.  M.  Girola,  however, 
was  (fill  lefs  difpofed  than  Nelfon 
was  to  comply  with  their  wilhes. 
He  refufed  to  depart  till  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  inftrudtions  from  his  court ; 
and,  when  thofe  inftru&ions  came, 
they  forbad  his  quilting  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  capital,  and  added,  in  a  deci- 
five  tone,  that  the  compelling  him 
to  withdraw  would  be  looked  upon 
by  the  emperor  as  a  declaration  ot 
war.  The  government  was,  there¬ 
fore,  under  the  neceflity  of  tolerat¬ 
ing  the  refidence  of  M.  Girola  in 
Genoa ;  but  it  declined  to  have 
any  intercourfe  with  him  in  his 
diplomatic  capacity.  This,  how, 
ever,  did  not  deter  him  from  ad¬ 
drefling  to  it  feveral  (harp  remon- 
ftrances,  on  fubje&s  connected  with 
his  miflion. 

While  thefe  negotiations  were 
pending,  the  threats  of  the  French 
excited  lb  much  terror  in  the  minds 
of  many  of  the  Genoefe,  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  lower  order,  that  fo- 
iemn  procellions  to  the  churches 
were  made  by  crowds  of  men  and 
women,  for  the  purpofe  of  invoking 
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the  afliftance  of  heaven,  to  avert 
the  impending  danger.  The  pr lefts 
are  faid  to  have  been  exceedingly 
active  in  fpreading  a  dread  of  the 
French,  and  prompting  thefe  pro- 
celfions.  This  afforded  to  M. 
Faypoult  a  frefh  caufe  of  complaint, 
of  which  he  eagerly  availed  him- 
felf.  He,  in  confequence,  prefented 
to  the  government  an  official  note, 
defer ibing  thefe  proceffions  as  an 
infult  to  the  french  republic,  def- 
canting  largely  on  the  pacific  and 
equitable  conduct  of  that  republic, 
and,  of  courfe,  denying  that  there 
was  any  reafon  for  the  fear  which 
feme  perfidious  individuals  pre¬ 
tended  to  feel  for  the  fecurity  of 
Genoa.  He,  therefore,  called  on 
the  government  to  adopt  fuch  mea- 
furcs  as  might  tranquillize  the 
people.  Irritated  that  his  mandate 
was  not  immediately  obeyed,  he 
repeated  it  fhortly  after  ;  adding, 
that  if  the  government  did  not  take 
the  fteps  which  were  neceflary,  all 
Genoa  fhould  be  held  refponfible 
for  the  fafety  of  the  French. 

As,  among  other  things,  M. 
Faypoult  fuggefted  the  publifhing 
of  a  proclamation  to  the  people,  to 
juffify  the  French,  the  government 
thought  proper  to  itfue  fuch  a  pro¬ 
clamation.  In  this  paper  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  rulers  confented  to  affirm  that 
they  had  no  reafon  to  entertain  a 
doubt  of  the  re&itude  of  the  French 
republic  ;  and  that  the  conduct  of 
its  envoy  had  always  been  confor¬ 
mable  to  juft  principles.  They, 
therefore,  invited  their  fubje&s  to 
banifh  all  fufpicion  and  difquietude, 
and  threatened  with  the  rigour  of 
the  law  every  perfon  who  fhould 
occafion  a  difturbance. 

That,  however,  in  one  circum- 
ftance  alone,  the  mercantile  clafs  of 
the  Genoefe  had  fufficietu  caufe  for 
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fufpicion  and  difquietude,  was,  at 
this  very  period,  confeffed  by  Buo¬ 
naparte  hi  rule  If,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Diredory.  The  manner  in  which 
the  French'  commiffieners  had  aded 
at  Leghorn  he  charaderized,  with 
equal  ftrength  and  juftice,  as  being 
deteftable.  “  The  merchants  of 
Leghorn, **  faid  he,  “  have  been 
treated  with  the  utmoft  harlhnefs  ; 
they  have  been  treated  with  more 
rigour  than  you  intended  even  the 
Englilh  merchants  to  be  treated. 
This  alarms  commerce  throughout 
the  whole  of  Italy,  and  makes  thofe 
who  are  conneded  with  it  look 
upon  us  as  Vandals ;  it  has  entirely 
turned  againft  us  the  merchants  of 
the  city  of  Genoa  ;  and  the  mafs 
of  the  people  of  that  city,  which 
has  always  hitherto  been  partial  to 
us,  is  now  decidedly  in  oppofition 
to  us.” 

The  Genoefe  had,  however,  not 
yet  facrificed  enough  to  fatisfy 
either  the  Diredory  or  Buonaparte. 
It  was  determined  to  extort  fur¬ 
ther  eonceffions  from  them  by  open 
force.  On  this  occafion  money  was 
not  thefole  objed  which  the  French 
had  in  view.  Their  intention  was 
to  effed  fuch  a  change  at  Genoa  as 
would  make  the  republic  a  pliant 
inftrument  in  their  hands.  The 
plan  was  fuggefted  by  Faypoult, 
and  confifted,  primarily,  in  bring¬ 
ing  about  an  alteration  in  the  mode 
of  deliberating,  banilhing  about 
fifty  perfons,  who  were  fuppofed  to 
be  the  enemies  of  France,  and  re¬ 
calling  home  leveral  exiles,  who 
were  known  as  its  friends.  It  was 
adopted  by  Buonaparte,  who  re¬ 
commended  it  to  the  Diredory, 
the  fandion  of  which  body  it  re¬ 
ceived  ;  and  the  French  general 
was  authorized  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  as  loon  as  the  French 
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property  then  depofited  at  Genoa 
had  been  removed  from  that  city. 
It  is  manifeft,  that  the  fuccefsful 
execution  of  this  plan  mull  have 
led  to  further  innovations,  and  at 
laid,  or  perhaps  inftantly,  to  the 
ruin  of  the  ancient  Genoefe  con- 
ftitution. 

The  latter  end  of  July  was  the 
period  fixed  on  for  finking  the 
blow.  Genoa  was,  however,  laved 
for  the  moment,  by  the  ftrenu- 
ous  exertions  which  the  emperor 
was  making  to  compel  the  French 
to  raife  the  fiege  of  Mantua. 
Wurmfer  was  preparing  to  attack 
the  republicans ;  and  Buonaparte 
was,  in  confequence,  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  poftponing  his  attempt 
upon  Genoa.  This  being  the  cafe, 
the  French  general  refolved  to  re¬ 
fort  to  artifice,  for  the  purpofe  of 
veiling  his  defigns.  He  direded 
M.  Faypoult,  to  forget,  for  fome 
time  to  come  every  lubjed  of  com¬ 
plaint  againft  the  Genoefe,  to  af- 
fure  the  fenate  that  the  general  was 
thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  fteps 
which  it  had  taken,  and,  in  fine, 
“  to  omit  no  circumftance  which 
could  re-infpire  the  Senate  with 
hope,  and  lull  it  to  Humber,  till 
the  moment  fhould  arrive  for  awak¬ 
ing  it.”  M.  Faypoult  was  even 
authorized  to  hold  out  to  the  ru¬ 
lers  of  Genoa  the  temptation  of 
being  put  in  poffeffion  of  a  diftrid, 
which  was  then  litigated  between 
the  Genoefe  republic  and  the  king 
of  Sardinia.  “  In  ihort,  citizen 
minifterf  ’  faid  this  apt  difciple  of 
Machiavel,  you  muft  manage  fo  as 
to  gain  for  us  a  fortnight,  and  to 
revive  hope,  and  likewife  confi¬ 
dence  between  you  and  the  govern¬ 
ment,  fo  that,  fhould  we  chance  to 
be  beaten,  we  may  reckon  upon  it 
as  a  friend. ”  Such  was,  he  told 

M.  Fay- 
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M.  Faypoult,  the  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing  which  he  himfelf  meant  to 
adopt  with  refpeit  to  M.  Cataneo, 
who  had  been  fent  to  him  from 
Genoa,  but  who  was  not  yet  ar¬ 
rived. 

In  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  the 
fcheme  was  refumed  y  but  almoft 
as  foon  as  refumed,  it  was  again 
fufpended,  by  the  neceffity  under 
which  Buonaparte  lay  of  concen¬ 
trating  all  his  military  means  to 
make  head  againft  the  Auftrians. 
His  increaiing  difficulties  at  laft 
even  conftrained  him  to  look  round 
for  allies,  and  his  choice  was  di¬ 
vided  between  Genoa  and  Pied¬ 
mont.  To  Genoa  he  was  willing 
to  give  Maffa,  Carrara,  and  the 
imperial  fiefs,  as  the  price  of  her 
afiiftance ;  and,  in  order  to  conci¬ 
liate  her  citizens,  he  pointedly 
ccntradided  a  report  that  he  in¬ 
tended  to  bombard  the  Genoefe 
capital,  and  he  declared,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  t(  he  had  it  much  at 
heart  to  deprive  the  malevolent  of 
their  means  for  difquieting  the 
brave  people  of  Genoa,  to  whom 
the  army  of  Italy  was  under  effen- 
tial  obligations,  as  well  for  the 
grain  with  which  they  had  fupplied 
the  French  in  moments  of  dill  refs, 
as  for  the  friendfhip  which  they  had 
always  manifefted  to  the  republic.” 

It  is,  neverthelefs,  certain,  from 
his  own  conleffion,  that  it  had  very 
recently  been  his  intention  to  march 
againft  Genoa.  Independently, 
however,  of  the  fcantinefs  of  his 
forces,  and  his  wifh  to  procure 
allies,  there  was  another  weighty 
reafon  which  concurred  in  deciding 
him  to  abandon  his  hoftile  projed. 
Faypoult,  who  had  hitherto  prompt¬ 
ed  him  to  violence,  now  complete¬ 
ly  changed  his  tone.  He  informed 
Buonaparte  that  the  Genoefe  go¬ 
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vernment  was  apprifed  of  the  dan¬ 
ger,  that  it  had  reinforced  the 
polls  with  men  and  cannon,  that 
the  people  were  irritated  againft 
the  French,  that  the  French  artil¬ 
lery  at  St.  Pier  d'Arena  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Genoefe,  that  to  take 
the  city  by  furprife  was  become 
an  impoffibility,  that  his  approach 
was  not  dreaded,  becaufe  his 
ftrength  was  known  to  be  inade¬ 
quate,  and  that  confequently,  if 
the  general  perfifted  in  his  enter- 
prife,  he  would  be  compelled  to 
undertake  the  fiege  of  Genoa, 
while  he  was  yet  fully  occupied 
with  that  of  Mantua.  This  being 
the  ftate  of  affairs,  it  would,  he 
urged,  be  prudent  to  alter  their 
plan,  and  rather  profit  by  the  fears 
of  the  government,  to  obtain  gra¬ 
dually  the  whole  of  their  objeds, 
than  to  riik  the  lofsof  them  all,  by 
a  defperate  effort  to  obtain  them  all 
at  once. 

To  this  muft  be  added,  that  the 
Genoefe  government  had  lately 
done  much  to  propit  iate  the  French 
by  its  enmity  to  the  Brltilh.  At 
the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  it  forbid 
the  embarkation  of  a  hundred  oxen, 
which  had  been  purchafed  for  the 
fquadron  of  Admiral  Jervis,  and 
which  Captain  Tyrrei  had  been 
fent  to  Genoa  to  put  on  board  the 
Eclair  (loop.  It  was  in  vain  that 
Mellon  remon  ft  rated  ;  his  remon- 
llrances  were  difregarded ;  really 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  better  to 
give  offence  to  the  Engliili  than  to 
the  French;  but  oftenfibly  on  the 
pretext,  that  the  exportation  of 
provifions  had  been  prohibited  by  a 
decree  of  the  preceding  year.  It 
was  even  confeffed  by  the  Doge,  in 
a  private  con verfa tion  with  Nel- 
fon,  that  iC  juftice  and  right  were 
on  the  fide  of  the  Britifti.** 


While 
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While  this  queftion  was  in  de¬ 
bate,  an  event  occurred,  which  wi¬ 
dened  the  breach  between  the  two 
parties.  Some  defeiters  having 
carried  off  a  boat  in  the  night, 
Nelfon  difpatched  Lieutenant  Ber¬ 
ry,  with  two  boats,  but  without 
foldiers,  to  examine  the  mole,  and 
the  beach  of  St.  Pier  d’Arena,  for 
thepurpofe  of  recovering  the  ftolen 
boat.  The  lieutenant  was  ordered 
not  to  touch  a  French  tartan,  which 
was  then  lying  at  St.  Pier,  unlefs 
he  were  firft  fired  on  by  the  French 
battery,  and  even  then  not  to  mo¬ 
led  her,  if  fhe  were  found  not  to 
be  laden  with  warlike  ftores. 
When,  however*  the  lieutenant 
approached  the  fhore,  a  fire  was 
opened  upon  him  from 
Sept,  the  battery,  and  he  then 
ii.  boarded  the  veffel,  which, 
being  filled  with  warlike 
ftores,  he  brought  out  of  the  port 
in  purfuance  of  his  orders.  A  hot 
cannonade  and  bombardment  was 
immediately  commenced  upon  Nel- 
fon's  fhip,  from  all  the  batteries  of 
Genoa.  The  patience  of  Nelfon 
upon  this  occafion  has  feldom  been 
equalled.  ((  You  will,”  faid  he, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Drake,  “  mark 
my  forbearance  in  your  reprefenta- 
tion.  They  rnuft  acknowledge  that, 
from  half- pait  feven  A.M.  to  one 
P.M.  with  the  intermiffion  of  about 
half  an-hour,  the  batteries  kept  up 
a  continual  fire  of  (hot  and  fhells.  I 
fhould  have  been  more  pleafantly 
fituated  had  I  returned  the  fire, 
for  my  fhip  would  then  have  been 
covered  with  fmoke :  the  lives, 
however,  that  would  have  been 
loft  in  the  town,  and  the  damage 
done,  would  have  been  immenfe ; 
but,  as  at  L’Arma,  not  one  fhot 
did  1  fire  at  Genoa:  this  the 
whole  town  will  fay  is  true ;  and 


that  it  was  in  my  power  is  to  be 
prefumed,  or  they  would  not  have 
fired  on  me  for  fuch  a  length  of 
time.  That  Being  who  has  ever 
protefted  me,  did  not,  wonderful 
to  tell,  permit  one  fhot  to  ftrike 
the  fhip  ;  both  fhot  and  fhells  came 
over  us,  under  us,  and  on  all  fides, 
even  to  throwing  the  water  upon 
our  decks  by  fhot  ftriking  the  fea  ; 
but  no,  not  a  man  was  hurt,  nor 
the  fhip  touched/' 

Irritated  by  the  lofs  of  the  tar¬ 
tan,  the  French  endeavoured  to 
wreak  their  revenge  on  the  Eng- 
Jifh,  by  an  aft  of  the  moft  unwor¬ 
thy  kind.  An  armed  party  of  them 
attacked  four  defencelefs  boys,  who 
had  rowed  on  fhore  one  of  the  jolly 
boats  of  the  fquadron.  The  Ge- 
noefe  guard  at  Porto  Reale,  had, 
however,  the  manlinefs  to  proteft 
the  children,  and  an  affray  enfaed, 
in  which  they  were  compelled  to 
fire,  and  the  confequence  of  this 
was,  that  a  French  enfign  was 
mortally  wounded. 

Satisfaftion  was  loudly  demand¬ 
ed  from  the  government,  by  M. 
Faypoult,  and  the  government  was 
not  backward  in  complying  with 
his  demand.  The  ports  of  the 
Genoefe  territory  were  immedi¬ 
ately  fhut  againfi  all  Britifh  vef- 
fels,  in  fpite  of  the  ffatements  and 
remonftrances  of  Nelfon  and  Sir 
John  Jervis.  Englifh  property 
would,  likewife,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  feized,  but  for  a  dread 
of  the  confequences  ;  Sir  John  Jer¬ 
vis  having  threatened  to  proceed 
to  Genoa  with  his  fquadron,  and 
fpeak  his  difpleafure  from  the 
mouths  of  his  cannon.  The  en¬ 
fign,  who  was  killed  in  the  cow¬ 
ardly  attack  on  the  boys  was  bu* 
ried  with  the  utmoft  magnificence 
in  the  church  of  St.  Cyr.  A  nu¬ 
merous 
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merous  proceffion  attended  the  fu¬ 
neral,  and,  with  a  grofs  contempt 
of  decorum,  patriotic  ballads,  and 
verfes  of  the  pfalms  were  alter* 
nately  fung  by  the  French  and  the 
priefts,  who  compofed  the  procef- 
lion.  To  complete  the  reparation, 
on  the  part  of  the  Genoefe  govern¬ 
ment,  the  officers  who  commanded 
the  guard,  were  arreffed,  and  a 
ffrid  enquiry  into  their  condud, 
was  ordered  to  be  inffituted.  The 
Englilh,  on  their  fide,  feized  the 
iffand  of  Capraja,  which  had  long 
been  converted  into  a  place  of  re¬ 
fuge  for  French  privateers.  This, 
however,  they  offered  to  reftore, 
on  condition  that  things  fhould  be 
placed  on  their  ancient  footing; 
but  the  Genoefe  were  either  unwil¬ 
ling,  or  unable,  to  agree  to  the 
condition  which  was  required*  By 
the  departure  of  the  Britifh  fleet 
from  the  Mediterranean,  an  end 
was  at  laft  put  to  the  perpetual 
difputes  which,  for  the  fpace  of 
nearly  three  years,  had  rifen  be¬ 
tween  the  Genoefe  rulers  and  our 
naval  commanders. 

The  bonds  of  union  were  now 
drawn  clofer  between  Genoa  and 
France,  by  the  refult  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  which  had  for  fome  months 
been  carrying  on  at  Paris  with  the 
Diredory  by  M.  Vincent  Spinola, 
the  Genoefe  envoy.  After  much 
coldnefs  on  the  part  of  the  French 
rulers,  and  much  delay,  a  conven¬ 
tion  was  at  length  fettled,  to  ter¬ 
minate  the  differences  which  exifted 
between  the  two  republics.  This 
convention,  or  rather  treaty  of  al¬ 
liance,  was  fig-ned  on  the  eighth  of 
Odober,  and  confided  of  fifteen  ar¬ 
ticles,  the  firff.  five  of  which  were 
direded  againff:  England.  Had  a 
Britifh  fquadron  continued  to  ad 
in  the  Mediterranean,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  it  muff  ultimately 


againff  the  Genoefe  republic*  By 
thefe  articles  the  Genoefe  govern¬ 
ment  bound  itfelf  to  keep  its  ports 
and  roads  fhut  againff  Englilh  (hips 
till  peace  was  concluded  ;  to  forbid 
all  its  fubjeds  to  furnifh  thofe  ffiips 
with  provifions,  ammunition,  and 
warlike  (lores;  to  put  its  ports 
and  roads  in  a  ftate  of  defence,  or 
in  cafe  of  inability,  to  allow  the 
neceffary  pofts  to  be  garrifoned  by 
French  troops.  In  return  for  thele 
conceffions,  the  French  republic  pro- 
rnifed  that,  fhould  England  declare 
war  againff  Genoa,  France  Would 
proted  the  Genoefe  navigation  and 
commerce  to  the  utmoft  of  its  pow¬ 
er;  would,  as  far  as  circumffanees 
might  permit,  furnilh  veflels  of 
war,  for  cruifing  on  the  coaff,  or 
guarding  the  harbours;  and  would 
include  Genoa  in  the  negotiations 
for  a  general  peace,  and  endeavour 
to  procure  an  indemnity  for  any 
lofs  which  it  might  have  fuftained. 

The  fixth  and  feventh  articles 
were  in  the  true  republican  fpirir, 
and  were  plainly  intended  to  give 
courage  to  the  partifans  of  France, 
with  a  view  of  fecuring  their  fu¬ 
ture  fervices.  They  ftipulated  the 
annulling  of  all  decrees,  and  the 
difcontinuance  of  all  legal  proceed- 
ings,  againff  perfons  who  had  been 
profecuted  on  account  of  their  lan¬ 
guage,  their  opinions,  and  their 
writings,  with  refped  to  the  French 
revolution  ;  a  defcription  which, 
in  fad,  was  meant  to  apply  to 
thofe  who  had  been  labouring  to 
overthrow  at  Genoa  the  ettablifhed 
order  of  things.  To  fuch  of  thefe 
as  had  been  excluded  from  the 
great  and  little  councils,  the  refti- 
tution  of  their  rights  was  abb  ffi- 
pulated.  One  part  of  M.  Faypoult’s 
fcheme  was  thus  carried  into  ef- 
fed. 


By 
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By  the  next  two  articles,  the 
French  rulers  gracioufly  confented 
to  employ  their  good  offices,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  the  Genoefe  republic ; 
bringing  about  a  peace  between  it 
and  the  Barbary  powers  ;  releafing 
from  feudal  claims  fuch  portion  of 
its  territory  as  was  dependent  up¬ 
on  the  emperor  or  the  empire;  and 
mediating  with  the  king  of  Sar¬ 
dinia,  in  order  to  fettle  the  difputes 
between  the  republic  and  his  Sar¬ 
dinian  majefty . 

This  favour  was,  however,  not 
gratuitously  granted.  i(  The  re- . 
public  of  Genoa,  ”  'fa  id  the  tenth 
article,  “  grateful  for  the  friend¬ 
ship  which  is  teftified  to  it  by  the 
French  republic,  and  for  the  in- 
tereft  which  that  republic  takes  in 
the  independence  and  the  integrity 
of  its  ftate,  and  aifo  for  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  mult  reful t  to  it  from 
the  prefen t  convention,  will  pay  to 
France  two  millions  of  livres,  the 
firft  quarter  on  the  firfi  of  next  Fri- 
maire,  and  the  other  three-fourths 
by  fuccefiive  monthly  payments.” 
But  this  was  not  all.  As  a  further 
token  of  their  gratitude,  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  pledged  themfefves  to  furnifh 
France  with  a  loan  of  two  millions 
more  in  the  courfe  of  four  months. 
It  was,  indeed,  declared  that  this 
loan  fhould  be  repaid,  without  in. 
terefi,  after  the  figning  of  a  general 
peace ;  but  thofe  who  advanced 
the  money  muft  have  been  well 
aware  that  there  was  little  proba¬ 
bility  of  the  debt  being  ever  volun¬ 
tarily  difcharged,  and  that  to  im¬ 
portune  fo  powerlul  and  irritable  a 
debtor  would  be  an  aft  as  grofsly 
imprudent  as  to  roufe  from  its 
Humber  a  Beeping  tyger. 

This  treaty  was,  in  truth,  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  an  infolent  and 


cruel  mockery  of  the  Genoefe.  The 
benefits  which  it  conferred  upon 
the  weaker  party,  and  which  were 
reprefented  as  infpiring  fuch  coftly 
gratitude,  were  inful ts  and  injuries. 
The  convention  expofed  Genoa  to 
the  vengeance  of  England,  in  cafe 
that  power  had  not  fufficient  mag¬ 
nanimity  to  forgive  the  compelled 
offender ;  it  held  out  a  derifory  of¬ 
fer  of  fuccour,  which  France  was 
unable  to  give  ;  it  allured  of  im¬ 
punity  all  plotters  againft  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  thefe  ineftimable 
blefiings  it  obliged  Genoa  to  pur- 
chafe  at  the  moderate  price  of  four 
millions  of  livres  ;  afum  which  the 
government  was  under  the  neceffity 
of  raifing  by  a  forced  loan.  This 
mode  of  procuring  the  money  could 
not  fail  of  increafing  difcontent, 
and  thus  France  doubly  profited  by 
the  practice  of  extortion. 

The  treaty  was  ratified  by  the 
Genoefe  rulers,  but  it  became  a 
fubjeft  of  fevere  public  criticifm. 
It  was  remarked,  with  particular 
diflatisfa&ion,  that  the  Di  redory 
had  not  guaranteed  the  Genoefe 
poffefiions,  but  had  merely  pro- 
mifed  its  good  offices;  words,  it 
was  faid,  which  bound  France  to 
nothing,  and  afforded  not  a  fhadow 
of  fecurity  to  Genoa  ;  while,  on 
the  contrary,  Genoa  was  tied  down 
in  the  flrideft  manner,  and  muft 
encounter  all  the  difadvantages 
arifing  from  an  offenfive  and  defen- 
five  alliance,  without  enjoying  any 
one  of  the  advantages  which  are 
ufually  offered  by  fuch  a  treaty. 
The  government  was  equally  well 
aware  that  the  convention  was  lia¬ 
ble  to  cenfure,  efpecially  on  this 
fcore ;  it  ftrove  to  obtain  the  gua¬ 
rantee  of  its  territories;  but  its 
efforts  were  not  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs. 


That 
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That  the  Directory  fhould  de¬ 
cline  to  guarantee  the  integrity  of 
the  Genoefe  territories  will  excite 
no  furprife,  when  it  is  known  that, 
to  bribe  the  king  of  Sardinia  into  a 
treaty  of  alliance  with  a  part  of 
tnofe  territories,  was  one  of  their 
projects ;  and  that  an  offer  to  this 
effedf,  was  made  to  his  Sardinian 
majeftv,  by  Buonaparte,  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  fubfequent  to  the  figning  of 
the  convention  with  the  republic 
of  Genoa. 

The  refpite  which  Genoa  ob¬ 
tained  by  its  facrifices  was,  as  may 
eafily  be  fuppofed,  but  of  brief  du¬ 
ration,  It  mull,  indeed,  have  been 
the  height  of  follv  in  the  Genoefe 
rulers  to  imagine  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  could  long  exifl,  after  they 
had  confentedto  allow  its  bittereft 
enemies  to  plot  againft  it  with  im¬ 
punity.  The  natural  confequences 
of  their  weakness  fpeedily  follow¬ 
ed.  The  revolutionifts,  confident 
of  fupport  from  the  French,  with 
whofe  envoy  they  a  (fled  in  concert, 
and  fcorning  their  imbecile  oppo¬ 
nents,  now  no  longer  difiembled 
their  wifhes,  and  laboured  with  in¬ 
finite  zeal  in  the  propagation  of 
their  principles.  Clubs  were  form¬ 
ed,  the  mother,  or  prefiding  club 
of  which  was  held  at  the  houfe  of 
one  Morando,  an  apothecary ;  a 
man  wholly  devoid  of  talents  or 
knowledge,  but  of  a  daring  fpirit, 
and  eager  for  a  change  ;  and  every 
art  was  employed,  by  miffionaries 
and  ftreet  orators,  to  excite  againft 
the  Genoefe  conftitution  the  hatred 
of  the  people. 

An  opportunity  was  foot)  found 
of  manitefting  contempt  for  the 
laws,  and  openly  fetting  them  at 
defiance.  Madame  Buonaparte  hav¬ 
ing  viftted  Genoa,  a fplendid  enter¬ 
tainment  and  ball  was  given  to  her 


by  M.  Serra,  one  of  the  mo  ft  pro¬ 
minent  of  the  revolutionary  lead¬ 
ers,  who  had  been  fet  at  liberty  in 
purfuance  of  the  recent  convention. 
To  this  feftival  were  invited  more 
than  twelve  hundred  perfons,  who 
were  known  to  be  hoftile  to  the 
exifting  order  of  things.  To  give 
balls  and  to  eat  flefh  on  Fridays 
were  a£ts  forbidden  by  the  laws  of 
Genoa  ;  and,  as  M.  Serra  had  chofen 
Thurfday  for  his  entertainment, 
the  Senate  pafled  a  decree,  ordering 
him  not  to  prolong  the  dancing 
and  feafting  beyond  the  midnight 
hour.  This  decree  it  fent  to  be 
officially  figned  by  the  proper  tri¬ 
bunal  ;  but  the  prefident,  M.  Pal- 
lavicini,  aware  that  any  attempt 
to  execute  the  decree  might  proba¬ 
bly  be  productive  of  difturbance, 
contrived  to  delay  the  bufinefs  till 
the  time  was  pafled  over.  Had 
the  decree  been  notified,  it  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  difobeyed  ; 
for  the  dance  and  the  fupper  were 
ftudioufly  protracted  into  tile  for¬ 
bidden  day,  and  this  violation  of 
the  laws  was  afterwards  made  a 
lubjedf  of  triumph  by  thofe  who 
had  been  engaged  in  it.  That  the 
law  itfelf  was  fuperftitious  and  ab- 
furd  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  but 
there  can  be  as  little  doubt  that  it 
was  in  unifon  with  the  feelings  of 
a  majority  of  the  Genoefe ;  and, 
therefore,  the  premeditated  and 
open  breach  of  it  was  an  aftion 
which  would  have  been  worthy  of 
cenfure,  even  had  it  not  been  ma- 
nifellly  committed  for  the  purpofe, 
as  it  were,  of  throwing  down  the 
gauntlet  to  the  Genoefe  govern¬ 
ment. 

Sinking  daily  into  a  more  pro¬ 
found  ftate  of  degradation,  forefee- 
ing  the  fate  which  awaited  it,  but 
unable  to  make  a  Angle  effort  to 
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avert  the  danger,  the  government 
lingered  on  for  a  period  of  fix 
months  longer.  It  was  fart  in  the 
toils,  and  the  decifive  blow  might 
be  given  to  it  at  leifure.  That  lei¬ 
sure  Buonaparte  could  not  yet  find. 
The  firft  months  of  1797  were  too 
deeply  occupied  in  defpoiling  the 
Pope,  compelling  the  emperor  to 
confent  to  a  peace,  laying  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  the  Cifalpine  republic, 
and  fubverting  the  republic  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  to  allow  of  his  paying  full 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  Genoa. 
Faypoulr,  however,  ably  fupplied 
his  place,  and  continued  his  revolu¬ 
tionary  machinations  with  a  per- 
fevering  adivity.  In  the  downfall 
of  Venice,  the  government  of  Ge¬ 
noa  might  fee  the  certain  omen  of 
its  own.  That  event  increafed  the 
conrternation  which  was  felt ;  and 
while  fome,  catching  at  every  ftraw 
in  the  hope  of  finding  fafety,  pro- 
pofed  to  fue  for  an  alliance  with 
France ;  others,  prompted  either 
by  treafon  or  terror,  expreffed  a 
wifh  for  the  incorporation  of  the 
Genoefe  dominions  with  the  French 
republic.  Salicetti  had  already 
declared,  to  the  club  affembled  at 
the  houfe  of  Morando,  that  the 
Venetian  oligarchy  being  deftroy- 
ed,  the  turn  of  Genoa  was  come  ; 
and  the  fame  language  was  now 
held  by  Buonaparte,  in  a  letter  to 
Faypoult.  i(  I  think  with  you,’* 
faid  he,  “  that  the  complete  fall 
of  Venice  neceffarily  leads  to  that 
of  the  Genoefe  ariftocracy,  but  to 
accomplifh  this  a  fortnight  more  is 
necefiary,  that  the  Venetian  bufi- 
nefs  may  be  brought  entirely  to  a 
elofe.”  It  was  his  gracious  plea- 
fure  that  Genoa  fhould  remain  an 
independant  republic ;  but  he  did 
not  conceal  his  intention  of  de¬ 
manding  from  her  at  leaft  the  cef- 


fion  of  the  Gulph  of  Spezzia,  in 
exchange  for  the  imperial  fiefs,  in 
order  to  aggrandize  the  new  ftate 
which  he  had  eftablifhed  in  Lom-> 
bardy. 

It  feems  to  have  been  intended, 
that  the  explofion  fhould  not  burft 
forth  till  the  arrival  of  a  French 
fquadron  from  Toulon,  and  till 
fome  other  preparatory  fteps  had 
been  taken,  to  enfure  fuccefs.  In 
the  meanwhile  Faypoult  appears  to 
have  been  preparing  the  way  for 
a  change,  by  hinting  the  Decertify 
of  it  to  the  fenate.  The 
Senate,  in  confequence,  de¬ 
puted  to  him  two  of  its 
members,  Durazzo  and  Cataneo, 
with  powers  to  confer  and  to  treat. 
The  conference,  however,  did  not 
lead  to  fuch  refults  as  he  probably 
expe&ed  that  it  would ;  the  fena- 
tors  confining  themfelves  to  a  com¬ 
plaint  againft  the  Milan  journal- 
ifts,  and  a  requert  that  Buonaparte 
would  forbid  thofe  writers  from 
pouring  forth  their  perfonalities  on 
citizens  of  Genoa.  As  the  govern¬ 
ment  had  recently,  without  re- 
monftrance,  witneffed  the  ere&ion 
of  a  tree  of  liberty  in  one  of  the 
fuburbs,  by  the  French  and  Ge¬ 
noefe  patriots,  as  they  were  called, 
M.  Faypoult,  no  doubt,  expefted 
that,  on  this  occafion,  it  would 
fubmiflively  bend  to  whatever  he 
might  require.  His  difappoint- 
ment,  therefore,  excited  in  him  an¬ 
gry  feelings,  and  prompted  him  to 
a  rudenefs  of  language  which  was  by 
no  means  in  unifon  with  the  dignity 
of  the  diplomatic  chara&er.  The 
evidence  of  this,  he  himfelffupplies, 
in  a  difpatch  to  Buonaparte.  ((  I 
treated  this  bufinefs,,>  fays  he, 
“  with  very  little  ceremony,  and 
gave  thefe  gentlemen  to  underftand, 
that  their  government  was  amufing 
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itielf  with  trifles,  and  that  the  long 
prayers,  and  other  mummeries, 
with  which  the  Genoefe  fenators 
believed  they  could  flop  the  tor¬ 
rent  of  political  knowledge  that 
had  Ihaken  their  power,  could  only 
ferve  to  convert  their  overthrow 
into  a  cataftrophe  which  it  would 
be  wife  to  avoid  ;  that  the  proper 
means  for  them  to  employ  confided 
in  feeing  what  they  muft  come  to 
in  fpite  of  them,  and  in  lending 
themfelves  to  forward  the  event 
by  meafures  which  might  conciliate 
for  them  the  efteem  of  their  com¬ 
patriots,  and  likewife  earn  for  them 
the  forgivenefs  of  their  faults. ”  It 
was  in  this  offenflve  ftrain  that  M. 
Faypoult  confidered  himfelf  as  be¬ 
ing  authorized  to  fpeak  to  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  a  government 
which,  as  yet,  was  at  lead  nomi¬ 
nally  independent.  The  conference 
was  clofed  without  any  further 
difcuflion. 

Before  every  thing  was  perfe&Iy 
in  readinefs  to  ftrikethe  blow' with 
decifive  efle^t,  a  crifis  was  brought 
on  at  Genoa,  by  the  ralhnefs  and 
impatience  of  the  revolutionary 
party.  Forfeveral  days  a  violent 
fermentation  hadexiftedin  the  city. 
The  ftreets  were  paraded  by  bands 
of  young  men,  who  fung  the  Mar- 
feillefe  hymn,  and  other  fongs  of 
the  fame  kind,  and  groups  were 
formed,  which  were  harangued  by- 
itinerant  orators,  who  declaimed 
againft  the  tyranny  of  the  Genoefe 
rulers,  and  incited  their  auditors  to 
a&s  of  outrage.  The  arreft  of  two 
of  thefe  difturbers  of  the  peace  of 
the  capita],  roufed  all  the  rage  of 
their  companions,  and  produced  a 
premature  recourfe  to  the  decifion 
of  arms.  On  the  twenty-firft  of 
May,  a  troop  of  malecontents  af- 
fembled  on  the  public  walk,  hoot¬ 


ed,  infulted,  and  threatened  the  no¬ 
bles  who  palled  by,  and  then  hur¬ 
ried  to  the  theatre  in  a  body,  for 
the  purpofe  of  compelling  the  ac¬ 
tors  to  ling  the  patriotic  fongs. 
The  precaution  had,  however,  been 
taken  of  clearing  and  (hutting  up 
the  theatre,  previously  to  their  ar¬ 
rival.  Finding  themfelves  difap- 
pointed  there,  they  proceeded  to 
the  houfe  of  M.  Faypoult,  to  de- 
lire  that  he  would  infill  upon  the 
liberation  of  their  imprifoned 
friends.  The  French  envoy  re¬ 
ceived  them  gracioufiy,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  comply  with  their  wifhes. 

This  was  but  the  prelude  to  the 
long-meditated  infurre&ion.  Re¬ 
lieving  that  they  were  now  fuifici- 
ently  ftrong  to  accompiifli  their 
purpofe,  the  revolutionifts  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  brook  any  further 
delay.  The  night  was  fpent  in 
colle&ing  their  ftrength,  and  ar- 
ranging  their  plans,  and,  at  nine 
o’clock  on  the  following  morning, 
having  at  their  head  Philip  Doria, 
Morando.  and  others,  t  hey  -  , 
hoilled  the  ftandard  of 
revolt,  and  fpeedily  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  marine 
arfenal,  ot  feveral  polls,  and  of  the 
principal  gates  on  the  fide  of  the 
lea,  and  of  the  fuburb  of  St.  Pier 
d’  Arena.  Their  next  Hep  was  to 
fend  a  deputation  to  M.  Faypoult, 
to  deflre  that  he  would  take  upon 
him  to  notify  their  demands  to  the 
Senate.  This  commiflion  he  readilv 
undertook  to  perform.  It  is  fa  id 
that  among  them  were  many 
French  and  Lombards  ;  and  it  is 
certain,  that  a  part  of  them  wore 
the  tri-coloured  cockade.  To  fwell 
their  numbers  with  willing  allies, 
they  now^  fet  at  liberty  the  galley- 
flaves,  and  opened  the  doors  of  the 
prifons. 


Far 
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Far  from  attempting  to  make 
any  refinance,  the  government, 
trembling  and  helplefs,  at  once 
gave  itfelf  up  as  loft.  Its  only  re- 
fourcc  feemed  to  be  in  the  philan¬ 
thropy  and  influence  of  the  French 
minifter.  M.  Durazzo  was,  there¬ 
fore,  difpatched  to  requeft  that  he 
would  accompany  him  to  the  du¬ 
cal  palace.  When  M.  Faypoult 
arrived  there,  he  was  entreated  to 
confer  with  the  people,  and  to  this 
he  gave  a  cheerful  affent.  Accom¬ 
panied  by  fomeof  the  patricians, he 
accordingly  proceeded  to  the  place 
where  the  leading  revolutionifts 
were  affembled,  to  whom  he  pro- 
pofed  to  name  four  deputies,  who, 
in  conjun&ion  with  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  of  members  of  the  government, 
Ihould  deliberate  on  the  meafures 
which  it  would  be  neceffary  to 
adopt.  He  then  returned  to  the 
palace,  and  a  decree  was  palled  by 
the  Senate,  to  authorize  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  meditated  re¬ 
forms.  The  infurgents,  however, 
did  not  appear  difpofed  to  be  fatif- 
fied  with  any  thing  Ihort  of  entire 
fubmiffion  to  their  will. 

d  he  revolution  feemed  now  to  be 
eonfummated,  and  Faypoult  is  faid 
even  tohavefentoff  to  the  Diredory 
the  joyful  tidings  of  the  triumph 
which  had  been  gained.  But  in 
this  cafe,  as  in  many  others,  ap¬ 
pearances  were  delufive.  The  go¬ 
vernment  was  vanquiflied;  and 
had,  indeed,  difplayed  a  fort  of 
fuicidal  hafte  to  fhorten  its  own  ex- 
iftence:  but  the  revolutionifts  had 
yet  another  and  firmer  enemy  to 
encounter  with.  As  foon  as  the 
revolt  became  generally  known, 
crowds  of  artifans  and  citizens  of 
the  lower  clafs  rufhed  to  the  ducal 
palace,  and  implored  to  be  furnifh- 
ed  with  arms  for  the  defence  of 


their  rulers.  Fearing  probably 
that  the  ftruggle  would  be  an  una¬ 
vailing  one,  and  might  only  ferve 
to  bring  down  upon  them  a  feverer 
fate,  thofe  rulers  repeatedly  refufed 
to  comply  with  their  requeft.  The 
multitude  however,  were  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  ftand  tamely  by, 
while  the  government  was  over¬ 
thrown.  They  broke  open  the 
arfenal,  fupplied  themfelves  with 
arms  and  cannon-,  fwore  to  conquer 
or  die,  and  then,  about  five  in  the 
afternoon,  with  loud  fhoutsof  Viva 
Maria  iff  Fru7cipe>  they  marched 
to  give  battle  to  the  revolters. 
After  a  fuccefiion  of  fanguinary 
contefts,  in  which  Philip  Doria 
was  killed,  the  infurgents  were 
driven  from  all  the  polls  which 
they  occupied,  and  were  entirely 
defeated  and  difperfed.  When  the 
houfe  of  Morando  was  broken  into 
and  fearched,  it  is  faid  that,  among 
other  papers  of  importance,  there 
was  found  a  lift  of  profcribed  indi¬ 
viduals,  and  another  containing 
the  names  of  perfons  who  were  ob¬ 
jects  of  fufpicion.  Morando  him- 
felf,  with  many  of  his  accomplices, 
found  a  flicker  in  the  houfe  of  M. 
Faypoult. 

The  news  of  this  event  rapidly 
fpread  through  the  neighbourhood 
of  Genoa,  and  roufed  into  adlivity 
thofe  who  were  friendly  to  the 
government.  Twenty  thoufand. 
peafants  of  the  valleys  of  Polcevera 
and  Befagno  immediately  offered 
their  fervices  for  the  fupport  of  the 
ftate.  JnGenoa  likewife,  thegreater 
number  of  the  citizens  manifefted 
the  fame  fpirit  ;  and  even  many  of 
the  moft  rtfpe&able  of  thofe  who 
had  not  been  hoftile  to  the  plans  of 
the  infurgents,  were  now  neutral, 
the  meafure  of  liberating  the  gal¬ 
ley  Haves  and  prjfoners  having  ex¬ 
cited 
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tiled  in  them  at  once  difguft  and 
fear. 

During  the  conteft  between  the 
two  parties,  M.  Faypoult  dif- 
played  no  fmall  degree  of  alarm. 
He  requefted  to  be  efcorted  out  of 
the  city,  that  he  might  put  his 
perfon  in  fafety;  but  he  was  af- 
fured,  in  anfwer,  that  while  the 
conflict  was  raging,  it  was  more 
dangerous  to  attempt  to  quit  Ge¬ 
noa  than  to  remain  in  it.  A  ftrong 
guard  was  placed  at  his  houfe,  and 
as  he  continued  to  tremble  for  his 
exigence,  the  guard  was  twice  aug¬ 
mented  by  detachments  of  fifty 
men.  His  fears  were,  perhaps, 
not  wholly  groundlefs,  feverai 
Frenchmen  being  (lain  as  partici¬ 
pators  in  the  revolt.  It  was, 
however,  denied  by  the  minifter 
that  his  countrymen  had  any  fhare 
in  the  infurreftion,  and  he  blamed, 
or  affected  to  blame,  the  infurgents, 
for  haying  expofed  the  French  to 
popular  violence,  by  an  unautho¬ 
rized  aflumption  of  the  national 
cockade. 

Notwithftanding  the  vi&ory 
which  had  been  won  for  it,  and, 
in  fa£I,  forced  upon  it,  the  govern¬ 
ment  thought  it  prudent  to  conci¬ 
liate  its  enemies,  and  efpecially 
France,  by  making  the  changes 
which  it  had  promifed  in  the  con- 
ftitution  of  Genoa.  As  a  preli¬ 
minary  to  the  quiet  performance 
of  this  talk,  it  endeavoured,  by 
offering  a  price  for  each  mulket,  to 
recover  the  arms  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  magazines  by  the 
multitude.  It  alfo  called  together 
the  citizens  in  their  feverai  corpo¬ 
rate  companies  and  bodies,  to  con- 
fult  them  on  what  was  proper  to  be 
done  to  give  them  fatisfaftion. 
From  the  confelfion  of  M.  Fay¬ 
poult,  it  appears  that  the  refill t  of 
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this  enquiry  was  not  favourable  to 
the  views  of  the  revolutionifts. 
“It  is,"  faid  he,  “pretty  generally 
agreed,  that  many  changes  are  ne- 
ceffary  in  certain  parts  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  country  ;  but  every 
thing  proves  that  a  great  majority 
wifh  to  preferve  the  chief  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  nobles,  where  ic 
has  fo  long  been."  He  fubfequently 
declared,  in  even  ftronger  terms, 
that  “  all  the  people  ftiil  wifhed 
for  what  they  called  their  prince, 
that  is  to  fay  the  nobles,  and  al¬ 
lowed  themfelves  to  be  entirely 
led  by  their  priefts,  and  that  events 
had  proved  that  the  Genoefe  were 
not  yet  ripe  for  a  revolution." 

As  the  fears  of  M.  Faypoult 
fubfided,  he  refumed  his  former 
imperious  tone.  He  demanded,  in 
the  firft  place,  that  all  Frenchmen, 
Lombards,  and  Genoefe,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  French  republic,  who 
had  been  arrefted,  as  having  been 
adiors  in  the  confpiracy,  fhould  be 
fet  at  liberty  ;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  that  a  proclamation  fhould 
be  iffued  to  enlighten  the  people, 
by  folemnly  alluring  them  that  the 
French  had  no  fhare  whatever  in 
the  disturbances,  and  that  the  Ge- 
noefe,  and  their  rulers  could  not 
but  be  filled  with  grief,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  excelfes  which  had 
been  committed  againft  fo  many  of 
the  F  rench.  If  thefe  conceffions 
were  refufed,  he  threatened  to  de¬ 
part  from  Genoa. 

The  demands  of  Buonaparte  were 
of  a  ftiil  more  exorbitant  nature. 
Profiting  by  the  movement  which 
he  had  excited,  he  reprefen  ted  the 
tumult  which  the  population  of  the 
fiate  of  Genoa  had  affifled  its  go¬ 
vernment  in  quelling,  as  a  marked 
tefiimony  of  the  feeling  of  that 
population  againfi  its  government. 

[G H  A  nes°- 
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A  negotiation  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  is  fpeedily  decided.  The 
preliminary  difcuflions  were  few, and 
the  threat  of  military  occupation 
foon  brought  them  to  condufion. 
The  approach  of  generals  Rufca  and 
Sahuguet  with  a  divifion  of  the 
army  of  Italy,  was  notified  to  the 
fenate.  The  functions  of  that  body 
were  declared  at  an  end,  though  a 
deputation  was  permitted  to  liften 
to  the  conditions  which  the  con¬ 
queror  ftiould  diftate.  Twelve 
thoufand  men  encamped  in  the  val¬ 
ley  of  Polcevera,  and  on  the  6th 
of  June  a  convention  was  ratified 
by  Buonaparte  at  Monte  Bello,  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  provifional 
government  *.  The  fovereignty 
was  transferred,  on  the  cuftomary 
French  model,  to  the  aggregate  of 
the  citizens,  Two  reprefentative 
councils  had  the  care  of  legiila- 
tion ;  and  the  Doge  retained  a  no¬ 
minal  power  as  the  prefident  of  an 


executive  of  ten.  The  extinction 
of  all  factions  hoftile  to  France, 
was  recommended  as  the  primary 
objeCl  to  which  the  new  councils 
were  to  addrefs  themfelves  ;  and  a 
committee  was  inftruCted  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  conftitution  for  the  regene¬ 
rated  date.  Little  refiftance  could 
be  offered  by  a  people  who  were  at 
once  vi&ims  to  domeftic  faCtion, 
and  overawed  by  an  invading 
army.  The  chief  fears  which  were 
manifefted,  regarded  the  preferva- 
tion  of  religion  :  and  on  this  head 
Buonaparte  offered  unlimited  gua¬ 
rantees.  The  conftitution  was  ra¬ 
pidly  framed.  The  government 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  which 
Doria  was  honoured  as  ct  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  his  Country,  and  the  Re- 
ftorer  of  its  Liberty, *'  was  fwept 
from  the  face  of  Europe,  and  the 
Ligurian  Republic  arofe  upon 
the  ruins  of  that  which  once  wa& 
Genoa. 
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January, 

jft.'pH  i  s  morning  an  elderly 
A  woman,  apparently  infane, 
went  to  the  houfe  of  Mary  Hamweii, 
an  old  infirm  woman,  in  Mortimer  s- 
folly,  near  Tottenham  Court-road, 
and  finding  her  alone,  threw  her 
down,  and,  with  a  butcher's  cleaver 
that  was  unfortunately  in  the  room, 
Cut  and  mangled  her  about  the  neck 
in  fo  dreadful  a  manner,  that  there 
is  little  hope  of  her  recovery.  Her 
cries  bringing  feme  of  the  neighbours 
about  the  houfe,  they  forced  open 
the  door,  and  relcued  her  from  death. 
The  maniac  was  immediately  car¬ 
ried  before  Richard  Ford,  efq.  at 
the  Public  office,  Bow-ftreet,  where 
fhe  confeffed  every  circumftance  at¬ 
tending  the  tranfabtion,  which,  fhe 
faid,  fhe  committed  at  the  inftigation 
of  God,  revealed  to  her  in  a  dream 
the  preceding  night ;  faid  her  name 
was  Maria  Frances  Petit;  that  fhe 
formerly  kept  a  public-houfe  in  Hol- 
born,  but  at  the  death  of  her  huf- 
band  went  to  fervice  ;  that  fhe  now 
got  her  living  by  needle-work,  and 
resided  in  Eagle-ftreet,  Red  Lion- 
fquare.  Mr.  Ford  ordered  her  to  be 
kept  in  dole  cuftody.  Mary  Ham- 
>  You  XXXIX. 


well  is  in  the  Middlesex  hofpitah  but 
unable  yet  to  give  her  teftimony. 

The  Lifbon  Mail,  which  ^ 
arrived  on  Saturday  evening, 
brings  us  the  melancholy  intelligence 
of  the  lofs  of  his  Majetly’s  fhips,  the 
Bombay  Caflle  of  74  guns,  command¬ 
ed  by  captain  Sotheby,  and  the  Cou- 
rageux  of  74  guns,  commanded  by 
captain  Hallowell.  The  fleet  of  ad¬ 
miral  fir  John  Jervis  encountered 
a  fevere  ftorm  in  coming  through  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  The  Coura-. 
geux  was  feen  to  go  down.  Captain 
Hallowell,  the  matter,  and  about  100 
of  the  crew,  were  happily  faved;  but 
between  400  and  500  brave  men  loft 
their  lives.  The  Bombay  Caftle  was 
loft  cloie  to  the  Tagus,  and  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  all  the  crew  were  fortunate¬ 
ly  faved. 

Part  of  that  ftupendous  , 
monument  of  antiquity,  Stone¬ 
henge,  was  obferved  to  fail,  by 
fome  hufbandmen  who  were  plough¬ 
ing  near  it;  a  remarkable  concuffion 
of  ground  was  occafioned  by  the  cir¬ 
cumftance.  Three  of  the  five  trili- 
thons  (or  pairs  of  ftones  at  the 
weftern  end,  with  their  impofts)  of 
which  the  adytum  of  the  ftrubture 
*  R  originally 
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originally  confifted,  fell  flat  weftward, 
levelling  alfo,  in  their  defeent  to  the 
ground,  a  done  of  the  fecond  circle, 
that  flood  juft  in  the  line  of  their 
precipitation.  The  two  other  trili- 
thons  remain  in  their  original  po¬ 
rtion.  Cine  of  the  trilithons  in  the 
inner  circle  had  long  been  obferved 
to  decline  from  its  true  perpendicu¬ 
lar.  The  ftones  which  fell  were 
feven  feet  eight  inches  wide,  three 
feet  thick,  and  twenty  and  a  half 
long,  of  which  four  feet  and  a  half 
were  always  under  ground.  On  the 
top  of  thefe  ftones  were  femi-globu- 
lar  tenons,  of  eighteen  inches  diame¬ 
ter,  made  to  lit  mortifes  in  a  cap- 
ftone,  which  is  laid  acrols  them ; 
that  ftone  is  flxteen  feet  in  length, 
four  feet  nine  inches  in  width,  and 
three  feat  in  thicknefs.  From  the 
lower  ends  of  the  fupporters  being 
now  expofed  to  view,  their  prior 
depth  in  the  ground  is  fatisfactorily 
afcertained,  fix  feet.  The  deftruc- 
tion  of  any  part  of  this  grand  oval  is 
a  circumftance  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
contained  themoft  gigantic  materials 
of  the  whole  ftructure,  Repeated 
rnoifture,  and  particularly  the  rapid 
thaw  which  fucceeded  the  late  deep 
fnow,  had,  in  all  probability,  fapped 
the  foundation.  No  account  is  upon 
record  of  the  falling  of  the  other 
parts;  and,  perhaps,  previoufly  to 
this  tremendous  downfall,  no  alter¬ 
ation.  in  the  ftructure  had  taken 
place  for  the  three  laft  centuries. 
The  impoft,  which  is  the  fmalleft  of 
the  three  ftones,  weighs  about  thirty 
tons,  and  does  not  appear  to  have 
received  any  injury  by  the  fall.  In 
1795  a  fubterraneous  paflage,  at  Old 
Sarum,  was  disclofed  by  a  fmailar 
change  of  weather. 

Hague. — A  dreadful  inundation 
has  taken  place  at  Bois  le  Due, 
where  the  water  is  fo  high  in  the 


town,  that  a  horfe  could  fcarce  get 
through  it  without  danger  of  being 
drowned.  Poverty  and  diitrefs  have 
arisen  to  the  higheft  pitch.  A  can 
of  milk  is  fold  at  ten  ftivers,  and  no¬ 
body  can  leave  the  town  without 
expofing  their  lives  to  the  moft  im¬ 
minent  danger.  From  every  part 
of  the  country  fignals  of  diftrefs  are 
heard  from  the  villages  by  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  guns  ;  and  nobody  can  ap¬ 
proach  thole  diftrids,  which  are  pro¬ 
bably  under  water.  We  fpeedily  ex- 
ped  further  news  refpeding  thofe 
dreadful  difafters. 

The  new  emperor  of  Ruflia  has 
iffuedan  order,  enjoining  all  foreign¬ 
ers  in  Peteriburgh  to  wear  cocked 
hats,  their  hair  in  bags,  &c.  and 
not  to  drive  through  the  city  with 
more  than  two  horfes.  With  re- 
fped  to  the  mourning  for  the  em- 
prefs,  the  four  firft  claffes  of  people 
muft  furnifli  their  fervants  with  fa¬ 
bles;  every  coach  muft  have  the  fame 
covering,  and  horfes,  without  dif- 
tindion  of  colour,  be  provided  with 
black  tails.  The  wearing  of  any 
gold  or  filver  upon  the  uniforms  of 
the  military  is  prohibited. 

At  Northallerton,  lately,  a  turnip 
being  cut  open,  a  gold  ring  was  dif- 
covered  in  the  centre,  of  it.  The 
ring  had  been  loft  15  years  ago,  by 
a  lady  who  lived  on  the  pr'emifes, 
to  whom  it  was  now  fortunately  re- 
ftored. 

Lately  was  difeovered,  at  Cadwgan 
Houfe,  near  Wrexham,  four  fuits  of 
iron  armour,  and  the  fkeleton  of  a 
very  large  horfe,  depofited  in  a  dry 
fandy  foil,  in  the  fide  of  an  artificial 
mount,  within  the  ancient  mural 
extent  of  the  Caftelline  inclofure. 
One  of  the  cafques,  or  helmets, 
differs  from  the  reft,  and  bears  a 
ftriking  refemblance  to  the  iron  bon¬ 
net  of  Bulkley,  on  the  tomb  .  at 
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Beaumaris.  The  armour  was  com¬ 
plete,  in  head-piece,  gorgets,  or  fafe- 
guards  for  the  neck,  an  iron  apron 
in  front,  with  a  cuirafs  for  the  back, 
annexed  to  the  apron  by  hinges. 
The  fuits  were  evidently  knightly, 
the  hooks  and  hinges  being  extreme¬ 
ly  compact,  and  well  executed.  The 
pofition  of  the  horfe’s  head  was  An¬ 
gular,  being  placed  on  the  coats  of 
mail.*—  Cadwgan  Houle  hands  on  an 
elevation,  on  the  terrace  of  Offa’s 
Dyke,  is  a  very  ancient  edifice, 
and  was  once  ennobled  by  the 
reAdence  of  a  fucceflion  of  Welfh 
chieftains. 

The  following  fadl  gives  a  melan¬ 
choly  inftance  of  the  mortality 
which  hill  rages  in  the  ifland  of  St. 
Domingo  Twenty  officers  of  dif¬ 
ferent  corps  agreed  to  meet  at  a  ta¬ 
vern  to  dine  that  day  week  ;  when 
the  time  came,  only  eight  affem' 
bled,  the  other  twelve  being  car¬ 
ried  off,  in  that  fliort  interval, 
by  the  peftilential  diforder  of  the 
climate ! 

This  being  the  day  ap- 
/  *  pointed  for  enrolling  the  Sup¬ 

plementary  Militia  at  Carlifle,  a  nu¬ 
merous  mob  affembled  to  prevent 
its  being  put  into  execution.  They 
went  to  the  town  clerk,  and  gut 
from  him  the  balloting  books  and 
lifts,  which  they  carried  off'  in  tri¬ 
umph,  and  burnt  at  the  Crofs,  arnidft 
the  loudeft  acclamations.  They 
then  went  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace, 
being  informed  that  he  had  in  cuf- 
ftody  fome  books  of  a  fimilar  de- 
fcription,  but  which  was  not  the 
cafe.  He  found  it  prudent  to  go 
out  to  the  ftreet,  to  prevent  their 
forcing  the  office.  They  then  car¬ 
ried  him  to  the  high  conftable’s, 
from  thence  to  the  town  clerk’s, 
and  then  to  captain  Fofter’s,  a  ma¬ 
gistrate.  The  mob,  which  conftfted 
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of  1000  at  leaft,  then  allowed  him 
to  make  his  elcape  unhurt. 

The  fteeple  of  Horning-  ^ ^ 
toft  church,  near  Norwich, 
fell  down,  while  the  bell  was  ringing 
for  divine  ferviee.  Fortunately  no 
further  injury  was  done,  nor  were 
any  lives  loft. 

Idle  following  curious  ar-  ^ 
tide  is  extracted  from  one  * 
of  the  Paris  papers  :  — Citizen 
Finot,  president  of  the  provifional 
adminiftration  of  the  department  of 
the  Yonne,  formerly  a  huffar  at  Av- 
rolles,  and  afterwards  a  member  of 
tbe  national  convention,  has  found 
the  means  of  multiplying,  by  a  Angle 
alliance  (not  indeed  a  very  common 
one)  his  kindred  and  family  con¬ 
nexions.— He  married,  as  his  Arft 
wife,  the  female  citizen  Bribot, 
widow  of  Rofe.  by  whom  ftie  had  a 
daughter,  now  living,  named  Mary 
Ann  Piofe.  The  prefident  Finot  had 
by  this  widow,  another  daughter, 
who  is  alfo  now  living.  His  wife 
died,  and,  on  the  14th  of  January 
laft,  he  married  his  daughter  in  law, 
Mary  Ann  liofe.  The  confequence 
of  this  marriage  is,  that  the  prefi¬ 
dent  becomes  the  lon-in-law  of  his 
Arft  wife,  the  father-in  law  of  his 
fecond  wife,  and  brother-in-law  of 
his  own  daughter.  Madame  Finot 
becomes  the  mother-in-law  of  her 
After,  If  Madame  Finot  contributes 
any  little  Finots  to  the  republic,  Mon- 
fieur  Finot  will  be  both  their  father 
and  grandfather;  and  the  Arft  Mifs 
Finot  will  be  their  aunt  and  Alter. 

About  noon,  a  melancholy  ^ 
accident  happened  in  Liver¬ 
pool  harbour.  As  Mr.  Slack,  deputy 
conftable,  was  conveying  a  party  of 
volunteers,  raifed  in  Mane  heller 
and  the  adjacent  parifhes,  for  .he 
navy,  the  boat  in  which  they  were 
proceeding  to  the  tender  overfet,  by 
*  B  a  which 
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which  fatal  -accident  25'  perfons  loft 
their  lives*, 

^  Edinburgh . — At  feven  in 

the.  morning,  the  River 
Clyde,  above  the  celebrated  Fall  of 
Corra,  defer  ted  its  ufual  courfe,  leav¬ 
ing  its  bed  below,  for  four  hours, 
almoii  entirely  dry.  The  cotton- 
mills  of  New  Lanark  were  confe- 
qi'dentfy  flopped ;  and  at  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  waters  refumed 
their  courfe,  there  waslefs  at  Mauld- 
fiie  Ford,  fome  miles  below,  than 
what  the  final!  rivers,  the  Motifs 
and  Nethan,  commonly7  afford.  Al¬ 
though  this  is  the  fourth  inftance  of 
the  fame  kind  in  remembrance,  and 
the  feeond  fince  the  eftablilliment  of 
the  mills,  the  caufe  has  not  been 
afeertained. 

Some  of  the  fingle  plays  of  Shakf- 
jpeare,  belonging  to  the  late  Mr. 
Dodd  the  actor,  were  fold  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prices  : 

The  feeond  part  of  Henry  IV. 
printed  by  Andrew  Wife  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Afpley,  1 606,  3I.  8s.  —-The 
Midfumraer  Night's  Dream,  li.  18s. 
-—King  John,  printed  by  Valentine 
Sims,  for  II  el  me,  1611,  il.  16s.— 
Richard  IL  printed  by  Purfoot  and 
Law,  1621,  ih  13s.— -Richard  III. 
printed  by  Matthew  Law,  1615, 
li. — Some  of  the  moft  curious 
of  the  dramatic  productions  were 
porchafed  by  Mr.  Nicol,  for  the 
King;  among  the  reft,  a  comedy, 
entitled,  u  Gammer  Gur ton's  Fro- 
licks,"  printed  in  1485,  fourteen 
years  after  printing  was  introduced 
into  England,  in  1471?  by  Caxton, 
when  the  drift  printing-houfe  was 
erected  in  Weftminfter.  Alfo  anOpe- 
raticai  Interlude,  printed  in  1658, 
and  performed  in  honour  of  admiral 
Blake,  during  the  Protectorate,  en¬ 
titled,  u  The  Courfe  of  Sir  Francis 
Brake,  ill uil rated  with  Mufical  Son- 


GISTER,  1797. 

nets  and  Scenical  Decorations,  aS' 
adted  at  the  Cockpit,  Drury-lane." 

The  feffions  at  the  Old  ~  , 
Bailey  clofed,  when  the  re-  1 
corder  pronounced  fentence  of  death 
on  Thomas  Smith,  for  burglary,  and 
ftealing  in  the  day-time;  Nathan 
Jacklin,  for  highway  robbery  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Smith,  William  Green,  John 
Milton,  George  Waring,  and  Tate 
Corbet,  for  burglaries ;  Thomas  Ell— 
done,  for  returning  from  tranfporta* 
tion  ;  and  John  Bates  for  privately 
ftealing  in  a  dwelling-houfe  to  above 
the  amount  of  forty  (hillings. 

John  Cunningham,  1  for  m an¬ 
il  augh  ter,  was  ordered  to  be  impri- 
foned  one  year  in  Newgate,  and 
fined  is. 

Elizabeth  Waring,  for  receiving 
ftolen  goods,  to  be  tranfported  for 
fourteen  years. 

Lancelot  Knowles  to  be  trans¬ 
ported  for  feven  years  :  as  were  alfo 
Thomas  Bull,  Ann Rochford,  George 
Morgan,  W.  Nowland,  Mary  Cor¬ 
dell,  Eliz.  Ogle,  Eliz.  Lewis,  W. 
Wyatt,  George  Bird,  Thomas  Spen¬ 
cer,  Elias  Nathan,  G.  Burfbich,  and 
James  Dempfey. 

Four  were  ordered  to  be  impri- 
foned  for.  two  years,  four  for  one 
year,  and  five  for  fix  months. 

Ami  Williams,  Charles  Harris, 
George  Barber,  and  Mary  Lum fi¬ 
ddle,  who  had  been  capitally  con¬ 
victed  at  former  feffions,  wrere  put 
to  the  bar,  and  offered  his  majefty's 
pardon,  upon  condition  of  being 
tranfported  to  New  South  Wales, 
for  the  term  of  their  natural  lives; 
which  the  three  firft  accepted  with 
thanks,  but  the  latter  abfolutely  re¬ 
futing,  (lie  was  ordered  to  a  con¬ 
demned  cell. 

This  day  the  following  me- 
lancholy  intelligence  arrived  ' 
from  America : — 

Savannah , 
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Savannah ,  Nov.  29, — On  Satur¬ 
day  the  26th  inftant,  this  city  ex¬ 
hibited  a  fcene  of  defolation  and 
dill  refs,  probably  more  awfully  ca¬ 
lamitous  than  any  previoully  ex¬ 
perienced  in  America. 

Between  fix  and  feven  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  a  fmall  bakehoufe,  be¬ 
longing  to  a  Mr.  Gromet,  in  Market- 
fquare,  was  difcovered  to  be  on  fire. 
The  citizens,  together  with  the 
officers  and  crews  of  the  veffels  in 
the  harbour,  were  foon  convened  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  no  immediate 
and  decifive  meafures  were  adopted, 
by  which  the  fire  could  be  flopped 
at  its  beginning.  The  fortunate 
efcape  from  this  deflructive  element, 
which  the  city  for  many  years  pall 
experienced,  had  greatly  lulled  the 
vigilance  of  its  inhabitants,  and  pre¬ 
vented  fuitable  preparations  for  fitch 
a  calamity. 

The  period  when  fuch  precaution 
and  the  united  efforts  of  abfcive  ex¬ 
ertion  could  have  been  ufed,  was, 
however,  of  very  fhort  duration. 

The  feafon,  for  two  months  pre¬ 
vious  to  this  accident,  had  been  dry; 
the  night  was  cold,  and  a  light 
breeze  from  NN.W.  was  foon  in- 
ereafed  by  the  effect  of  the  fire.  The 
covering  of  the  buildings  being  of 
wood,  were  from  the  above  circum- 
ftances  rendered  highly  eombuftible. 
Several  of  the  adjoining  houfes  were 
foon  affedted,  and  then  almoft  in- 
flantly  in  flames  :  the  wind  now  be¬ 
came  Hrong,  and  whirled  into  the 
air,  with  agitated  violence,  large 
flakes  of  burning  fhingles,  boards, 
and  other  light  fubliances,  which, 
alighting  at  a  diftance,  added  con- 
fufion  to  the  other  terrors  of  the 
conflagration. 

The  ufeof  water  was  now  rendered 
totally  vain ;  its  common  extin- 


guifliing  power  feemed  to  be  loll. 
Torrents  of  flames  rolled  from  houfe 
to  houfe,  with  a  deflrudlive  rapidity, 
which  bad  defiance  to  all  human 
controul,  and  individual  exertions 
were  from  this  time  principally 
pointed  towards  the  fecuring  of  pri¬ 
vate  property. 

The  direction  of  the  fire  being 
now  committed  to  the  wind,  its  rase 
was  abated  only  when,  by  its  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  common,  it  found  no 
farther  object,  wherewith  to  feed  its 

furv. 

*/ 

On  the  north  fide  of  Markefc- 
fquare,  and  thence  in  a  foutli-eafl- 
erly  direction,  the  inhabitants  were 
enabled,  by  favour  of  the  wind,  to 
fave  their  houfes,  and  limit  the  con¬ 
flagration. — On  the  other  hand,  by 
the  time  it  had  extended  on  the  bay, 
nearly  to  Abercorn-fireet,  the  pro¬ 
digious  quantity  of  heat  already  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  began 
to  draw  in  a  current  of  air  from  the 
eaft,  and  enabled  fome  of  the  moll; 
adlive  inhabitants  and  feamen  to  fave 
a  few  houfes  in  that  quarter,  after 
having  been  in  imminent  danger. 

Between  twelve  and  one  the  rage 
of  the  fire  abated,  and  few  other 
houfes  from  this  time  took  fire.  The 
exhaufted  fufferers,  of  both  fexes, 
had  now  to  remain  expofed  to  the 
inclemency  of  a  cold  frolly  night, 
and  to  witnefs  the  difireffing  fpec- 
tacle  of  their  numerous  dwellings, 
covered  with  volumes  of  fmoke  and 
flame,  tumbling  into  ruins. 

In  four  hours,  229  houfes,  befides 
outhoufes,  &c.  were  deftroyed, 
amounting  to  one  million  of  dollars, 
exclufive  of  loofe  property ;  375 
chimnies  are  Handing  bare,  and 
form  a  di final  appearance;  171 
houfes  only,  of  the  compact  part 
of  the  city,  are  left  Handing  5 
f  B  3  upwards 
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upwards  of  400  families  are  deftitute 
of  houfes. 

New  York ,  Saturday,  Dec.,  9. — 
Dreadful  Conflagration. — About  one 
o’clock  this  morning,  a  fife  broke 
out  in  one  of  the  ftores  on  Murray's 
wharf,  coffee-houfe  flip,  and  raged 
with  fuch  fury  as  to  baffle  all  human 
exertion,  till  it  had  laid  in  allies  the 
whole  block  of  buildings  included 
between  that  flip,  Front-fheet,  and 
the  Fly-market.  The  number  of 
buildings  confirmed  may  be  from 
50  to  70,  confiding  moftiy  of  large 
warehoufes,  with  fome  larse  and 
valuable  dwelling  houfes.  The 
goods  in  the  ftores  firlt  burnt,  were 
all  confumed,  with  all  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  occupiers.  Of 
this  number  are  Meffrs.  Robinfon 
and  Hartfhorne,  MeiTrs.  Loomis 
and  Tillingham,  Wm.  and  S.  Robin¬ 
fon,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  Ni¬ 
cholas  Cook. 

The  merchandize  in  the  ftores 
nearer  to  the  Fly-market  was  much 
of  it  faved. 

Fortunately  it  was  high  water, 
and  the  wind  off  fliore,  by  which 
means  the  (hipping  was  faved. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  above  confla¬ 
gration,  captain  Sharpe,  and  the 
crew  of  his  majefty’s  packet,  the 
Swallow,  exerted  themfelves  in  a 
manner  to  imprefs,  with  the  warm- 
eit  gratitude,  the  inhabitants  of 
N  ew  York.  They  cut  out  of  the 
flames  feveral  vefiels  that  had  ac¬ 
tually  caught  fire,  and  faved  the 
lives  of  thirty  perfons  who  were  on 
board. 

,  The  wife  of  Oliver  Scrufe, 
20  1*  labourer,  of  Orehefton  St. 
George,  Wilts,  in  a  fit  of  mfanity, 
murdered  her  three  children  (the 
eldeft  of  whom  was  four  years  old, 
and  the  youngefl;  fix  months),  by 


burning  them  on  the  hearth  with  a 
large  fire,  made  of  oat  draw.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  the  horrid  deed,  fire 
attempted  to  cut  her  own  throat 
with  a  knife  ;  but  not  finding  that 
fufficiently  iharp,  flie  took  her  huf- 
band’s  razor,  with  which  flie  made 
a  confiderable  incifion,  though  not 
fufficient  to  deprive  her  of  life  on 
the  fpot.  Her  hulband,  returning 
to  breakfad,  was  prefented  with  the 
dreadful  fpectacle  of  his  wife  in  that 
fituation,  and  the  fmall  remains  of 
his  children  which  were  unconfum- 
ed.  On  being  queltioned,  as  to 
her  motive  for  this  horrid  a£t, 
Ihe  anfwered— “  flie  could  not  help 
it;  flie  was  forced  to  do  it;  that 
when  Ihe  found  the  blood  come,  flie 
was  fenfible  of  what  flie  had  done, 
and  kneeled  down  and  faid  the 
Lord’s  prayer  twenty  times.”  On 
a  furgeon  arriving  the  wound  was 
fewed  up,  but  it  fubfequently  proved 
mortal. 

On  the  coroner’s  inqueft,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  flie  had  been  indif- 
pofed  for  nearly  fix  weeks  ;  that  her 
complaint  at  length  affected  her 
head ;  and  that  for  a  day  or  two 
previouflyto  the  cataftrophe,ihe  was 
incapable  of  taking  care  of  her  fa¬ 
mily.  On  the  day  preceding,  a  poor 
woman,  a  neighbour,  had  afiifted 
her,  by  putting  on  the  children’s 
clothes  ;  flie  then  complained  much 
of  her  head,  and  appeared  too  ill 
to  be  left;  but  the  woman  could  not 
attend  her  on  the  next  day;  and 
Scrufe,  the  hulband,  being  only  a 
threfher,  was  obliged  to  work,  to 
get  neceflaries  for  Ins  family.  When 
he  returned  home, at  eleven  o’clock, 
he  beheld  his  wife,  and  the  mifer- 
able  remains  of  his  children,  in  the 
horrible  date  already  defcribed. 
The  unhappy  mother  was  herfelf 
4  examined ; 
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examined ;  but  fhe  had  no  recollec¬ 
tion  of  any  circumftance,  from  the 
time  her  hufband  left  her  in  the 
morning,  till  Ihe  found  the  blood 
flowing  from  her  throat,  when,  fud- 
denly,  as  from  a  dream,  the  Taw  and 
felt  the  effect  of  her  diforder,  drop¬ 
ped  on  her  knees,  and  faid  the 
Lord’s  prayer.  She  admitted  that 
her  ill  health,  and  the  diltreffed  fitu- 
ation  of  her  family,  had  preyed 
much  on  her  mind ;  but  not  fo  as 
to  occafion  any  refolution  of  vio¬ 
lence  either  to  herfelf  or  her  in¬ 
fants.  It  appeared  that  die  had 
ever  before  conducted  herfelf  as  an 
affe&ionate  parent,  and  been  re¬ 
markably  attentive  to  her  children. 
Mr.  Johnfon,  a  medical  gentleman, 
of  Amefbury,  depofed,  that  he  had 
examined  the  poor  woman,  and, 
from  her  ftate  of  health,  could  very 
naturally  account  for  the  hidden  de¬ 
rangement  of  her  intelle&s,  and  as 
hidden  reftoration  to  reafon ;  he  had 
no  doubt  but  that  the  bleeding  oc- 
calioned  by  the  wound  in  her  throat, 
relieved  her  head,  and  was  the  caufe 
of  the  latter.  After  this  long  exa¬ 
mination,  the  jury  returned  a  ver- 
didt  of  the  fimple  faft — “  That  the 
children  were  burnt  to  death  by  the 
mother,  in  a  fit  of  infanity.” 

,  This  night,  at  eleven 
^  *  o’clock,  a  cottage  at  Newton 
Ferrars,  about  eleven  miles  from 
Plymouth,  in  which  flept  an  in- 
duftrious  widow  (cottager)  and  her 
two  children,  was  overwhelmed  by 
the  burfting  of  a  very  large  field, 
and  orchard  on  a  hill  above  the 
cottage,  in  Memblard-lane.  It  to¬ 
tally  deftroyed  the  cottage  and  a 
barn,  and  l’uffocated  the  widow 
and  her  two  children,  who  were 
found  dead  under  a  very  great  heap 
of  earth,  elm-trees,  and  cider- 
trees,  A  large  chafm  in  the  field 


above  the  cottage  was  found,,  out  of 
which  iffued  a  rivulet  of  water.  'The 
farmers  imagine  it  was  owing  to  the 
burfting  of  a  fpring,  that  this  acci¬ 
dent  happened.  The  bodies  were 
dug  out  on  Monday ;  and  Mr.  Whit- 
ford,  coroner  for  the  fouthern  diftricT 
of  Devon,  took  an  inquifttion,  and 
the  jury  returned  a  verdict,  u  Acci¬ 
dental  death.” 

At  the  Quarter  Seftions  , 
held  at  Bourn,  for  the  dif-  *  ' 
tricl  ef  Kefteven,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  Jofeph  Tye,  a  blackfmith, 
was  found  guilty  of  uling  feveralfedi- 

tious  expreffions;  fuch  as  “  D - ~n 

to  the  K — g ;  the  K— g  is  a  rafcal, 
and  all  that  belong  to  him ;  his 

g - - — -t  is  a  rafcally  defpotie 

g - 1;  K—~ gs  are  of  no  ufe/9 

&c.  Ac,  His  fentence  was*  that  he 
fliould  bekeptin  folitary  confinement 
without  feeing  or  fpeaking  to  any 
perfon,  except  the  perfon  who  takes 
him  his  victuals,  for  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months ;  and  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  time  to  enter  into  cer* 
tain  recognizances, 

J.  W.  Haygarth,  G.  Truffel,  J, 
Bowen,  A.  Brown,  A.  Waiham,  W, 
Ofmond,  and  W.  Bampton,  old  lieu¬ 
tenants  in  his  majefty’s  navy,  are 
juft  chofen  to  be  the  feven  poor 
naval  knights  of  Windfor,  a  new 
eftablifhment  of  a  private  nature, 
according  to  the  will  of  the  late 
S.  Travers,  efq.  Each  has  an  apart¬ 
ment  near  the  caftle,  and  6ol,  per 
annum  falary,  independent  of  the 
half  pay,  with  12 1.  per  annum  ad¬ 
ditional  to  the  fenior,  They  are 
Tingle,  and  without  children,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  faid  will.  Two  eftates 
in  Effex  are  fettled  in  trull  to  make 
good  the  faid  eftablifhment. 

Some  prefents  from  the 
king  of  the  ifland  of  Owhy- 
kce  in  the  South  Seas,  where  cagt, 
$  B  |  Cook 
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Cook  met  his  death,  brought  over 
by  capt.  Vancouver,  have  been  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  King  at  Buckingham- 
fcoufe,  by  the  duke  of  Portland;  the 
principal  of  which  confifts  of  two 
fla<e  garments,  and  a  helmet,  or 
crown  :  of  the  former,  one  is  wholly 
made  of  otter  fkin,  in  a  very  ingeni¬ 
ous  manner;  the  other  is  of  the 
cloth  of  the  country,  covered  with 
fhe  feathers  of  birds,  fo  conftrudled, 
as  by  a  fingle  move  of  the  hand  al¬ 
ternately  to  difplay  red  or  yellow. 
The  helmet  is  of  otter  fkin,  co¬ 
vered  with  feathers  in  a  very  maf- 
terly  manner. 

«  pt  About  fix  in  the  evening, 
as  the  earl  of  Strathmore 
was  proceeding  in  apofl-chaife,near 
Finchley  Common,  the  chaife,  in 
which  were  his  lordflnp  and  a 
French  nobleman,  wras  ftopped  by 
two  highwaymen,  one  of  whom 
came  up  to  the  window,  and  pre¬ 
sented  a  piftol  to  hislordfhip,  which 
he  attempted  to  fire,  but  it  flafhed 
in  the  pan;  at  the  fame  inflant  his 
lordfbip  difcharged  a  piece  at  the 
Tobber,  which  fhot  him  in  the  neck, 
and  he  directly  fell  from  his  liorfe, 
and  expired.  His  companion  made 
off  with  the  greatefi  precipitation, 
leading  oft  with  him  the  horfe  on 
which  his  comrade  had  rode.  On 
infpedtion  of  the  body,  it  turns  out 
to  be  that  of  William  Lancafter,  a 
very  old  offender,  and  who  was  li¬ 
berated  only  on  Monday  lafl,  hav¬ 
ing  been  confined  on  a  charge  of 
robbing  lord  Borringdon.  His  lord- 
fhip,  who  was  on  his  way  for  Scot¬ 
land,  immediately  returned  to  town, 
and  fending  notice  of  the  accident 
to  the  Public  Office,  Bow-ftreet, 
Fugion  and  Kiyett,  two  of  the  of¬ 
ficers,’ who  went  down,  inflantly  re- 
cognifed  him,  although  difguifed  in 
B  mo(i  extraordinary  manner,  This 


is  the  fame  perfon  who  fome  years 
ago  made  his  efcape,  when  in  cus¬ 
tody  for  robbing  Mr.  Star  ley,  a 
king’s  mefienger.  The  body  was 
taken  to  the  workhoufe  at  Finchley, 
where  the  coroner's  in  quell  v/as 
fummoned  to  fit  on  it  this  day. 

Died.— At  Bury,  Ann  Prigg„ 
aged  104. —  Near  Exeter,  Mr. 
Woolcombe,  aged  90. — At  Kentifh 
Town,  Mrs.  Gihfon,  aged  go. — 
At  Stanton,  Glouceflerfhire,  Mrs. 
Church,  aged  109.  Under  the  fame 
roof  lived  the  old  lady,  her  daughter, 
her  grand  daughter,  and  her  grand 
daughter's  children ;  making  four 
generations  in  one  houfe.  Her  death 
was  haftened  by  a  fall  down  flairs,  a 
few  weeks  before.  —At  Llangarren, 
Mary  Davis, aged  105.— At  Stenton, 
Mrs.  Mary  Reynolds,  aged  109. 
-—At  Afhby  de  la  Zouch,  Hannah 
Sturges,  aged  106. — At  Newcaflle, 
Mrs.  Greenwall,  aged  97. — At 
Broomhill,  Mrs.  A.  Pickering,  aged 
97. — At  Relpha,  Mr,  T.  Jackfon,  a 
refpeFtable  yeoman,  aged  105.  He 
was  able  to  hold  the  plough  till 
his  100th  year;  and  has  left,  by 
three  defcents,  a  progeny  of  55 
descendants,— At  Leeds,  Ann  Dri¬ 
ver,  mother,  grandmother,  and  great 
grandmother  to  108  children ;  of 
whom  92  are  living. — At  Lincoln, 
widow  Robfon,  aged  100. — At  Der¬ 
by,  Mr,  B.  Granger,  aged  92.-— 
Near  Congleton,  M.  Wright,  aged 
100. — At  Hereford,  Mrs.  Price,  aged 
98  ;  Mrs.  Trehearne,  aged  95. 


FEBRUARY, 

This  evening,  about  ten  ^ 
o’clock,  the  patrol,  going  1 
their  founds,  difcovered  the  body  of 
colonel  Erederick  lying  dead  under 
the  porch  of  the  weft  gate  of  Weft- 

minfte;' 
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jninffer  Abbey.  He  appeared  to 
have  been  fhot,  one  fide  of  bis 
face  being  totally  gone,  and  a  vaft 
quantity  of  blood  and  forae  brains 
lyiug  about  the  fpot  where  he  was 
found.  Several  of  the  inhabitants 
near  the  fpot,  about  half  pall  eight 
o’clock  were  alarmed  by  the  report 
of  fire-arms.  The  colonel’s  hat  was 
lying  by  his  fide;  and  in  his  pockets 
were  found  two  findings,  a  paper 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  gunpowder, 
and  a  card  of  his  addrefs. 

The  coroner’s  inqoeft  fat  upon  the 
body;  when  Tr.  Sterling,  of  Nor¬ 
th  umberland-ffreet.,  with  whom  the 
deceafed  had  lodged  for  feme  time 
pall,  and  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Grecton,  l'poke  particularly  as  to 
the  defended  Hate  of  the  deceafed’s 
mind  for  Icveral  months  ;  that  he 
fup poled  ms  derangement  origi¬ 
nated  from  ddlrefs,  occ aliened  by 
h.s  loling  a  penfion  of  200 1.  per 
year,  allowed  him  by  the  dnchels 
of  Wirtemberg  previous  to  the  war, 
but  who,  to  compenfate  the  lofs, 
proponed  railing  a  regiment  of  fol- 
diers,  to  be  dffpoied  of  as  the  Britifh 
Government  lhould  think  fit, on  con¬ 
dition  that  the  deceafed  fhould  have 
the  command  of  it,  which  regiment 
was  offered  to  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany,  or  to  ferve  in  Portugal  ;  but 
for  fome  unknown  reafons  was  not 
accepted;  which  affected  the  de¬ 
ceafed  fo  much,  his  diltreffes  in- 
crealing,  that  he  frequently  told 
feveral  of  his  friends  he  fhould  de¬ 
stroy  himfelf. 

Mrs.  Segur,  who  keeps  a  coffee- 
houfe  in  Palace-yard,  alfo  fpoke  to 
the  deranged  ftate  of  the  deceafed’s 
mind,  who  called  at  her  houfe  on 
Tuefday  evening,  appeared  in  a  high 
fever,  and  refuted  to  take  the  fmalleft 
jefrefhment. 

G william,  of  the  Story’s 


Gate  coffee-houfe,  proved  the  de¬ 
ceafed’s  dining  there  on  Wednefday ; 
but  obferved  nothing  particular  ia 
his  conduct. 

William  Colvin,  the  hoy  who  faid 
he  faw  the  deceafed  killed,  was  re¬ 
examined  before  the  coroner;  when 
on  the  oath  being  adminiftered,  he 
confeffed  that  all  he  had  before  faid 
was  falfe ;  and  that  he  knew  nothing 
further  concerning  the  tranfa&ion, 
than  that  he  met  a  boy  on  Wednef¬ 
day  night  in  St.  Margaret’s  church¬ 
yard,  who  informed  him  the  body  of 
a  man  was  lying  under  the  porch  of 
the  Abbey-gate,  oppofite  Tothill- 
ftreet,  and  whom  he  accompanied 
to  view  it. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  and 
it  alfo  appearing  that  the  deceafed 
had  borrowed  a  piffol  a  few  days 
ago  from  a  perfon  in  St.  Martin’s- 
lane,  the  jury,  at  near  four  o’clock, 
returned  a  verdid  of  “  Lunacy.” 

The  piffol  has  not  yet  been 
found  ;  moft  likely  it  was  picked  up 
by  the  boy  who  firff  diicovered  the 
bodyn 

Colonel  Frederick,  we  are  affined, 
was  more  than  70.  He  has  left  a 
daughter,  and,  we  believe,  lour 
grand  children. 

He  was  a  very  amiable  and  un¬ 
offending  character. 

He  was  the  chief  companion  of 
the  prefent  king  of  Poland,  while  in 
this  country,  and  11  fed  to  relate  a 
curious  anecdote  of  dining  with  the 
king,  then  count  Ponialowiki,  at  an 
obfeure  coffee-houfe  in  the  city, 
where  each  relied  upon  the  other 
for  money  to  pay  the  expense  of  a 
moderate  dinner,  btit  both  were  too 
neceffitous,  and  Frederick  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  pledge  his  watch,  to  liberate 
himfelf  and  the  futurp  monarch  of 
Poland. 

The  remains  of  this  unfortunate 

gentleman 
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gentleman  were  yefterday  interred 
in  the  church -yard  of  St.  Ann’s, 
Soho,  near  to  the  body  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  The  hearfe  was  accompanied 
by  two  mourning  coaches,  in  which 
were  fome  gentlemen,  who  admired 
and  efteemed  him  when  living,  and 
were  desirous  of  paying  this  laft 
tribute  to  departed  worth.  About 
an  hour  before  the  interment,  a 
very  refpeCtable  perfon  defired  to 
place  upon  the.  church-wall,  at  the 
head  of  the  grave,  the  following 
character.  It  was  fubmitted  to  the 
minifter,  who  granted  the  requeft. 

u  Here  lie  the  mortal  remains  of 
colonel  Frederick,  fon  of  Theodore, 
king  of  Corfica.  In  his  deportment 
he  was  a  finifhed  gentleman  ;  in  ho¬ 
nour,  honefty,  and  truth,  he  was 
princely.  He  was  poor  in  circurn- 
ftances  ;  rich  in  the  pofieffion  of  the 
moft  liberal  heart ;  and  the  greateft 
diftrefs  he  laboured  under,  was  the 
want  of  abilities  to  relieve  the  dif- 
treffes  of  others. — God  be  with 
him." 

[King Theodore  died  in  the  parifti 
of  St.  Ann’s,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Defchamps.  No.  5,  Little  Chapel- 
flreet,  on  the  11th  of  December, 

1756] 

Derby ,  Feb.  1. — The  following 
melancholy  circumftance  has  re- 
cently  occurred  at  Brown  Hill,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Burflem. — Mr. 
Oliver,  a  refpedable  furgeon  and 
apothecary,  of  Burflem,  had  for  a 
confiderable  time  pall,  entertained  a 
ftrong  attachment  for  Mifs  Wood  ; 
but  the  connection  on  fome  account 
being  difagreeable  to  the  family, 
Mr.  Wood  fome  time  fmce  forbad 
Mr.  O.  to  enter  his  houfe.  Mr.  O. 
could  not  bear  with  patience  this 
rude  behaviour  and  difappointment, 
and  refolving  to  feek  fatisfaCtion, 
he  went  to  Mr.  W/s  houfe  early  on 


Friday  morning,  ths  27th  of  Jan o* 
ary,  before  Mr.  W.  was  up,  and 
lent  one  of  the  fervants  to  fay,  that 
he,  Mr.  Oliver,  wiflied  to  fpeak  with 
him.  Mr.  W.  immediately  dreffed 
himfelf,  went  down  into  his  count¬ 
ing  houfe,.  and  fent  his  clerk  into 
the  parlour,  with  the  money  todif- 
c liarge  a  fmall  bill  he  owed  Mr. 
Oliver.  Mr.  Oliver  however  inform¬ 
ed  the  clerk,  that  the  bufmels  he 
had  to  fettle  mull  be  done  with  Mr. 
Wood  himfelf;  the  clerk  immedi¬ 
ately  delivered  this  meftagC  to  his 
mailer,  who  went  to  Mr.  O.  when 
the  latter  prefented  his  bill,  and 
foon  after  pulled  out  a  brace  of  pif- 
tols  from  his  pocket,  while  Mr.  W.’s 
back  was  turned ;  the  clerk  feeing 
them,  afked,  what  thofe  were  for? 
At  that  moment  Mr.  W.  turned  to¬ 
wards  Mr.  O.  who  inftantly  levelled 
one  piftol  at  Mr.  W.  and  the  other 
at  himfelf:  that  pointed  at  Mr.  W. 
immediately  went  off,  and  fhot  him 
through  the  body.  The  clerk  then 
knocked  the  other  piftol  out  of  Mr. 
O.’s  hand,  before  it  was  difcharged. 
Mr.  Wood  exclaimed,  “  Sir,  you 
have  killed  me  !*'  Mr.  Oliver  replied, 
“  It  is  what  I  intended."  The  fa¬ 
mily  being  alarmed,  a  furgeon  was 
fent  for;  Mr.  O.  told  them  it  was 
ufelefs,  as  Mr.  W.  would  be  a  dead 
man  in  two  hours :  “  and  I  too," 
faid  Mr.  Oliver,  “  fhall  be  dead  be¬ 
fore  I  leave  this  room  al  that  inr 
ftant  be  put  fomething  into  his 
mouth,  which  it  appeared  afterwards 
was  poifon  :  but  this  fecond  attempt 
to  dellroy  himfelf  was  fruftrated ; 
for  although  it  made  him  extremely 
ill,  yet  the  dofe  being  too  ftrong, 
he  threw  it  off  his  ltomach.  Mr. 
Wood  languifhed  till  the  follow¬ 
ing  Monday,  when  he  expired. 
Mr.  O.  was  committed  to  Stafford 
jail. 


In 
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In  the  Parilh  of  Tibfhelf,  Derby- 
fhire,  which  does  not  contain  100 
houfes,  there  are  now  living  between 
70  and  80  perfons,  all  of  whom, 
are  upwards  of  60  years  of  age ; 
among  thefe,  four  have  nearly 
reached  the  age  of  100,  13  have 
paded  the  age  of  80,  and  22  that 
of  70. 

j  A  motion  was  carried  in 

the  common  council,  for  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majelly,  on  the  ab¬ 
rupt  conclufion  of  the  late  negotia¬ 
tion,  and  pledging  the  refources  of 
the  corporation  of  London  in  the 
vigorous  profecution  of  the  war. 

,  Shot  himfelf,  at  his  houfe 
0  *  at  Debdenhall,  Effex,  Richard 
Muilman  Trench  Chifwell,  efq. 
member  of  parliament  for  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Aldborough,  in  the  county 
of  York.  This  melancholy  filicide 
was  occaiioned  by  a  chain  of  unfuc- 
cefsful  fpeculations  on  Weft  India 
eftates,  &c.  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war.  Previous  to  his  unfor¬ 
tunate  entrance  into  parliament,  and 
the  connections  thence  arifing,  Mr. 
Chifwell  was  confeffedly  worth  near 
a  million  fterling.  About  a  year 
and  a  half  fince,  there  were  unfa¬ 
vourable  rumours  upon  ’Change  re- 
fpeCting  his  paper  credit ;  fince 
wfiich  time  his  fpirits  were  evi¬ 
dently  depreffed.  On  the  morning 
of  the'  cataftrophe,  he  deltroyed 
fome  particular  papers,  and  then 
fattening  his  dreffing-room  door,  dif- 
charged  a  brace  of  balls  from  a 
piltol  through  his  head.  His  valet 
hearing  the  report,  immediately 
forced  open  the  door,  and  found  him 
expiring.  Mr.  Chifwell  hgs  left  a 
wife,  and  an  only  daughter,  now  the 
widow  of  the  late  fir  Francis  Vin¬ 
cent,  bart.  a  few  years  fince  am- 
balfador  at  Venice,  by  whom  flieliad 
one  fon,  now  fir  Richard  Vincent? 


bart.  an  accompliflied  youth,  about 
17  years  of  age,  who  was  in  an 
adjoining  room  when  the  fatal  acci¬ 
dent  happened.  Mr.  Chifwell  pof- 
feffed  a  landed  eltate  in  Effex  of 
near  2,000 1.  per  ann.  lie  has 
left  a  will,  in  which  he  makes  Mrs. 
Chifwell  foie  executrix.  A  coro-^ 
ner’s  inqueft,  competed  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  gentlemen  in  that  quarter  of 
the  county  of  Effex,  fat  on  the  body 
a  few  days  fince,  and,  after  confide r- 
able  deliberation,  brought  in  their 
verdidt  u  Lunacy.” 

A  man  named  Charles  Le-  ^  ^ 
land,  who  had  lately  married 
a  woman  of  fome  property,  under 
the  character  of  a  clergyman  and 
fehoolmafier,  but  who  turned  out 
to  be  a  ffioe.maker,  was  examined 
before  the  magiftrates  of  the  Public 
Office,  Worfinip-llreet,  for  a  violent 
affault  upon  his  wife.  When  ordered 
by  the  magiftrate  to  be  committed 
for  want  of  bail,  and  put  into  the 
lock-up  room ;  out  of  refentment 
for  his  wife’s  ill-treatment,  he  took 
the  defperate  resolution  of  dabbing 
himfelf  in  the  belly  with  a  pen¬ 
knife.  A  furgeon  was  immediately 
fetit  for,  who  drefifed  him,  and  he 
was  fhortly  after  conveyed  to  St. 
Bartholomew’s  hofpital ;  but  it  is 
judged  that  his  wound  will  prove 
mortal. 

The  fix  original  pictures  . 
of  Hogarth’s  Marriage  a-la-  10  1# 
Mode,  once  belonging  to  col.  Caw- 
thorne,  were  fold  by  auction,  for 
1000  guineas,  to  Mr.  Angerfiein. 

Mr.  Adams  was  declared  to  be 
elected  prefident,  and  Mr.  Jefferfon 
vice  prefident,  of  the  United  States. 
The  former  had  71  votes,  the  lat¬ 
ter  68. 

The  court  of  King’s  Bench  3  , 
paffed  fentence  of  two  years 
imprifonment  and  hard  labour  upon 

John 


\ 


/ 


12*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797, 


John  Smith,  a  bookfeller  in  Lin- 
coln’s-Inn  Fields,  who  had  been 
found  guilty  of  felling  a  feditious 
political  pamphlet,  entitled  “  The 
flights  of  Citizenfhip.” 

,  Sir  John  Jervis,  with  fif- 
*4  teen  fail  of  the  line,  attack¬ 
ed  the  Spanifh  fleet,  conbbing  of 
twenty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  off 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  captured 
four  of  them  ;  in  which  adiion  there 
were  300  killed  and  wounded  on 
"hoard  the  Britilh  fleet,  and  603  on 
board  the  four  Spanifh  fhips  which 
were  taken. 

R  t  A  plot  was  difcovered  at 
1  *  Porchefter  caftle,  near  Ports¬ 

mouth,  by  which,  if  it  had  fuc- 
ceededy  numbers  of  the  prifoners  of 
war  confined  there  would  have  made 
their  efcape.  A  large  hole  had 
been  dug  under  one  of  the  prifons, 
and  a  paflage  was  nearly  completed 
to  the  outfide  of  the  walls  of  the 
cable.  Information  being  given, 
at  a  fet  time  in  the  evening, 
after  the  prifoners  were  all  locked 
up  in  their  different  apartments,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  officers  on 
guard,  and  a  fufficient  number  of 
loldiers,  fhould  rufh  in  among  them, 
and  difeover  the  prifoners  at  work. 
This  was  done,  and  fome  of  the  men 
Were  taken  out  of  the  lubterraneous 
paflage.  Shortly  after  an  alarm 
was  given  in  another  quarter,  and 
a  prifoner  was  deteded  making  his 
efcape  through  a. broken  part  of  the 
walls. 

The  prifoners,  from  this  difap- 
pointment,  grew  riotous  and  very 
refractory,  and  continued  fo  the 
whole  of  the  night,  keeping  in 
lighted  candles,  tinging  republican 
fongs,  and  behaving  in  a  diforderly 
and  alarming  manner;  fo  much  fo, 
that  it  was  found  neceffiary  to  fire 
fame  ball  cartridges  among  them. 


This  was  attended  with  no  other 
effect  than  procuring  order  for  a 
fhort  time. 

On  the  next  morning  (Saturday) 
dilorder  and  tumult  again  prevailed; 
the  fentinels  were  intuited  on  their 
duty,  and  it  became  neceffiary  to 
make  fome  examples. 

One  man,  in  attempting  to  get 
out  of  the  ventilators  at  the  top  of 
the  building,  was  (hot  through  the 
back ;  the  ball  was  obftrurited  by 
the  Ihoulder  blade,  and  went  out  at 
the  neck ;  the  wound,  however,  is 
not  mortal.  Very  foon  after,  more 
provocation  was  given,  and  another 
Frenchman  was  fhot  through  the 
heart — he  died,  of  courfe,  inbant- 
aneoufly. 

It  is  prefumed,  that,  from  the 
recent  fuccefles  of  the  French  over 
the  arms  of  Auflria,  the  1‘afe  return 
of  the  French  fleet  into  Breft,  and 
other  circumftances,  thefe  men  were 
led  on  to  that  kind  of  behaviour, 
which  has  been  the  caufe  of  this 
fatality. 

If  this  plan  had  been  attended  with 
fuccefs,  the  intention  was  to  have 
murdered  fuch  of  the  fentinels  as 
came  in  their  way. 

Verdidl  of  Coroner’s  Inqueft— • - 
Juflifiable  Homicide. 

Sir  Godfrey  Webber  ob-  ^ 
tained  a  fentence  of  fepara-  ~ '  * 
tion  aszainb  his  wife,  in  Doctors 
Commons,  on  Thurfday,  for  adul¬ 
tery  with  lord  Holland.  The 
charges  upon  which  the  divorce 
was  founded,  and  to  which  lord 
Holland  made  no  defence,  were  m 
fubllanee  as  follow: — 

“  That  fir  Godfrey  and  lady 
Webber,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1795,  were  at  Florence,  to¬ 
gether  with  their  three  children, 
and  that  lord  Holland  vilited.  them, 
in  common  with  others,  until  the 
j  1  month 
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ttlenth  of  February,  at  which  time 
fir  Godfrey  had  occafion  to  return 
to  England,  in  confequence  of  the 
death  of  Richard  Vaffall,  efq.  his 
father-in-law,  leaving  lady  Web¬ 
fter  behind  him,  who,  from  being 
with  child,  could  not  travel -That 
lord  Holland  continued  his  vifits 
to  lady  Webfter  during  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  fir  Godfrey,  who  did  not 
return  again  to  Florence,  but  re¬ 
mained  in  England:  That  lady 
Webber  made  feveral  excurfions  in 
the  abfence  of  fir  Godfrey,  to  Pa¬ 
dua,  Vienna,  &e.  &c.  in  which  the 
was  accompanied  by  lord  Holland ; 
and  in  June  1796  they  arrived  at 
Gruxhaven,  on  their  way  to  Eng¬ 
land:  That  they  lived  together  at 
the  fame  inn  at  Cruxhaven  for  fix 
days,  carrying  on  adulterous  inter- 
courfe,  and  took  their  pafiage  home 
by  the  fame  veffel :  That  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  Yarmouth  in  the  fame 
month,  and  immediately  proceeded 
to  London.  On  their  arrival  there 
lady  Webber  ordered  her  coach¬ 
man  to  drive  to  the  houfe  of  a 
lady  in  Albemarle-fireet,  where 
fhe  faw  fir  Godfrey,  and  where 
the  remained  fome  time,  but  re- 
fufed  to  beep  with  him :  her  maid- 
fervant  conftantly  flept  in  her  room, 
who  depofed  that  during  her  lady's 
Ray  in  Albemarle-fireet,  neither  fir 
Godfrey  nor  any  other  perfon  flept 
with  her:  That  on  her  quitting 
Albemarle-fireet,  fhe  went  to  re¬ 
side  in  ready-furnifhed  apartments 
in  R  romp  ton-row,  and  flept  in  a 
two-pair  of  flairs  room,  in  which 
there  was  only  one  bed  ;  That  lord 
Holland  vi filed  lady  Webfter  at 
thefe  apartments,  flept  in  the  fame 
bed  with  her,  and  they  lived  toge¬ 
ther  in  this  place  in  all  refpedis  as 
man  and  wile,  until  the  month  of 
Anguft  laft,  at  which  time  they  re¬ 


moved  to  Brompton-Park,  where 
they  have  ever  fince  refided  :  That 
on  the  6th  day  of  November  laft* 
lady  Webfter  was  delivered,  by 
Dr.  Crofts,  of  a  full-grown  infant* 
at  Brompton- Park :  That  lady 
Webfter  had  frequently  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  child  to  be  lord  Hol¬ 
land’s,  and  that  lord  Holland  had 
paid  the  ufual  fees  to  Dr.  Crofts* 
and  had  ever  fince  maintained  the 
child  as  his  own, 

[Sir  Godfrey  has  fince  obtained 
6000 1.  ^damages  againft  lord  Hol¬ 
land;  who,  immediately  after  the 
divorce  had  taken  place,  married 
lady  Webfter.] 

Advice  was  received  that  ** 
afmallbody  of  French  troops  ^ 
had  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Pembroke- 
fhire. — See  Appendix  to  the  Chro« 
nicle. 

At  Mr.  Trumbull’s  fale  of  pic¬ 
tures,  Mr.  Weft  made  feveral  pur- 
chafes  for  the  King.  Among  thefe. 
were  DejanLa  and  the  Centaur* 
588 1;  a  Landfcape,  with  figures 
and  cattle,  by  Rerghem,  945  k  ;  and  v 
the  Virgin,  Chrift,  and  St.  John, 
by  Raphael,  892  L  The  whole  col¬ 
lection,  containing  91  pictures,  fold 
for  8,217!.  17  s. 

On  Friday  evening,  about  feven 
o’clock,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  , 
in  a  warehoufe  near  the  Old  Dock, 
Liverpool,  belonging  to  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ton,  which,  with  the  whole  of  its 
contents,  confifting  of  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  manufa&ured  cotton  goods, 
was  totally  deftroyed  in  about  two 
hours ;  but,  by  the  very  great  exer¬ 
tions  of  a  number  of  gentlemen, 
and  others,  aided  by  the  affiftanc® 
ot  the  firemen,  the  adjoining  drug- 
warehoufe  of  Meflrs.  Welfh  and 
Sinclair,  the  roof  of  which  had  at 
one  time  caught  fire,  was  preferved, 
with  little  damage. 
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_  The  city  of  London  has 

'  *  been  for  fome  days  thrown 

into  a  ftate  of  unufual  alarm,  by  the 
floppage  of  payment  in  cafti  at  the 
bank  of  England.  The  following 
particulars  will  give  an  idea  of  this 
affair. 

The  critical  pofture  of  the  em¬ 
pire  making  it  neceflary  to.  take 
the  king’s  pleafure  on  a  Hep  of  the 
higheft  and  moll  important  nature, 
and  which  nothing  but  defperate 
alarm  can  juftify,  Mr.  Shaw,  the 
meffenger,  was  fent  on  Saturday 
to  requeft  his  Majefty  to  come  to 
town  on  Sunday  morning,  to  affilt 
at  a  privy  council.  It  is  the  firft 
time  during  his  reign,  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  has  come  to  town  to  do  bufi- 
nefs  on  Sunday.  The  council  was 
accordingly  held  at  St.  James’s ; 
prefent  his  Majefty,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  the  duke  of 
York,  the  duke  of  Portland,  lord 
Grenville,  the  marquis  Cornwallis, 
earl  Spencer,  and  the  earl  of  Chat¬ 
ham  ;  the  deliberation  lafted  till 
three  o’clock,  when  a  proclamation 
was  directed  to  be  iffued. 

As  foon  as  the  plan  was  agreed 
Upon  at  the  privy  council,  the  mi- 
nifters  were  met  in  Downing-ftreet 
by  the  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  bank,  Mr.  Thornton, 
Mr.  Bofanquet,  and  other  gentle¬ 
men  in  the  direction.  It  was  com¬ 
municated  to  them,  and  a  long  and 
warm  conference  took  place  on  the 
oc  Cation. — The  iubftaiice  of  the 
meafure  is,  a  recommendation  to 
the  bank  of  England,  not  to  iffue 
any  more  gold  in  payment  of  their 
notes,  until  the  fenfe  of  parliament 
fhall  be  taken. 

On  this  day  (the  27th)  the  fol¬ 
lowing  notice  was  publifhed  by  the 
directors  of  the  bank - 


Bank  of  England,  Feb.  27, 1797* 
In  confequence  of  an  order  of 
his  majefty ’s  privy  council,  notified 
to  the  bank  laft  night,  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed, 

The  governor,  deputy-governor, 
and  directors  of  the  bahk  of  Eng¬ 
land,  think  it  their  duty  to  inform 
the  proprietors  of  bank  flock,  as 
well  as  the  public  at  large,  that  the 
general  concerns  of  the  bank  are 
in  the  moft  affluent  and  profperous 
htuation,  and  fuch  as  to  preclude 
every  doubt  as  to  the  fecurity  of 
its  notes. 

The  diredtors  mean  to  continue 
their  ufual  difcounts  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  commercial 
interefl,  paying  the  amount  in 
bank  notes  ;  and  the  dividend  war¬ 
rants  will  be  paid  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner.  (Signed) 

Francis  Martin,  fecretary. 
Copy  of  the  order  of  privy  council. 
At  the  council  chamber,  White¬ 
hall,  Feb.  26,  1797. 

By  the  lords  of  his  majefty ’s  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council.  Prefent, 
The  Lord  Chancellor, 

Lord  Prefident, 

Duke  of  Portland, 

Marquis  Cornwallis, 

Earl  Spencer, 

Earl  of  Liverpool, 

Lord  Grenville, 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqh 
Upon  the  reprefentation  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  hat¬ 
ing  that  from  the  refult  of  the  in¬ 
formation  which  he  has  received, 
and  of  the  inquiries  which  it  has 
been  his  duty  to  make,  refpecting 
the  effect  of  the  unufual  demands 
for  fpecie,  that  have  been  made 
upon  the  metropolis,  in  confe- 
quence  of  ill-founded  or  exagge¬ 
rated  alarms  in  different  parts  of 

the 
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tine  country,  it  appears  that  unlefs 
feme  meafure  is  immediately  taken, 
there  may  be  reafoa  to  apprehend 
a  want  of  a  lu  file  rent  lap  ply  of 
eafii  to  anlwer  the  exigencies  of 
the  public  fervice.  It  is  the  una¬ 
nimous  opinion  of  the  board,  that 
it  is  indifpenfably  neceflary  for  the 
public  fervice,  that  the  directors  of 
the  bank  of  England  fiiould  for¬ 
bear  ifluing  any  cafh  in  payment, 
until  the  fenfe  of  parliament  can 
be  taken  on  that  fubject,  and  the 
proper  meafures  adopted  thereupon, 
for  maintaining;  the  means  of  cir- 
culation,  and  fupporting  the  public 
and  commercial  credit  of  the  king- 
cbm  at  this  important  conjuncture; 
and  it  is  ordered,  that  a  copy  of  this 
minute  be  tranfmitted  to  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  bank  of  England,  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  exigency  of  the  cafe, 
to  conform  thereto,  until  the  fenfe 
of  parliament  can  be  taken  as  afore- 
faid.  (Signed)  W.  Fawkener. 

The  fame  day,  at  12  o’clock,  a 
meeting  of  the  moft  opulent  mer¬ 
chants  in  London,  and  of  all  the 
bankers,  was  held  at  the  Manfion- 
houfe,  when  the  following  refolu- 
tion  palled  unanimoufly: — “  At  a 
meeting  of  merchants,  bankers,  &c. 
held  here  this  day;  to  confider  of 
the  fteps  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
take,  to  prevent  embarraffments  to 
public  credit,  from  the  effeCt  of  an 
ill-founded  or  exaggerated  alarm, 
and  to  fupport  it  with  the  utmoft 
exertions  at  the  prefent  important 
conjuncture ;  refolved  uiianimoufly, 
we,  the  underfigned,  being  highly 
fenfihle  how  neceflary  the  preferva- 
tion  of  public  credit  is  at  this  time, 
do  moft  readily  hereby  declare,  that 
we  will  not  refufe  to  receive  bank¬ 
notes  in  payment  of  any  fum  of 
t^ioney  to  be  paid  to  us.  and  will 


ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  make 
all  our  payments  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner." 

It  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  the 
meeting,  that  the  bankers  fiiould  all 
agree  only  to  pay  the  fractional 
parts  of  drafts  in  fpecie,  fo  that 
every  perfon  might  remain  on  an 
equality. 

A  refolution,  to  fupport  the 
credit  of  bank-notes,  was  alfo  pub- 
lilhed,  with  the  fignatures  of  42 
members  of  the  privy  council. — - 
For  further  proceedings  on  this 
head,  fee  the  Appendix  to  the 
Chronicle, 


At  the  fittings  before  Lord  R  , 
Kenyon,  at  Guildhall,  in  an  2 
action  for  a  breach  of  promife  of 
marriage,  the  Jury  gave  4000 L 
damages  to  the  plaintiff,  who  was  a 
button-maker  at  Shaftefbury,  named 
Achefon.  The  defendant  is  Mrs* 
Baker,  aged  fix  ty -two ;  and  Mr, 
Achefon  is  upwards  offe  verity- two. 
The  lady  has  a  fortune  of  24,000  L 
The  law  of  the  tythe  of  hops  has 
been  clearly  laid  down  by  a  legal 
decifion,  in  a  long- depending  caiife 
between  the  lay  impropriator  of 
Farnham  diftriCt,  and  the  hop- 
planters  of  the  fame,  viz.  that  the 
tythes  of  hops  fiiall  be  taken  from 
the  tenth  buihel  after  having  been 
picked,  and  not  from  the  tenth  hill 
fet  out.  This  decifion  has  over¬ 
turned  the  verdicts  of  feveral  former 
juries. 


19th. 


Died. — At  his  houfe  in 
Pall  Mall,  in  the  74th  year 
of  his  age,  James  Bodfley,  efq. 
many  years  a  very  eminent  and 
refpeCtable  book  feller.  He  was  the 
brother,  the  partner,  and  fuceeflbr 
in  the  bufinefs,  of  the  late  ingenious 
Mr.  Ptobert  Dodfiey,  author  of 
“  Trifles,"  (i  The  Economy  of  Hu¬ 
man  Life/'  “  Cleons,  a  tragedy/'  &c. 

At 
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At  an  early  age,  he  was  removed 
from  his  native  place,  Anfton,  in 
fvlottinghamfliire,  to  London,  by  his 
brother,  who  had  fettled  as  a  book- 
feller  iu  Pall  Mall;  and  from  that 
time  till  his  death,  a  period  of  60 
years,  he  continued  in  the  book- 
felling  bufinefs.  In  1758,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  his  brother,  he  ftarted 
that  well-known  work,  “  The  An¬ 
nual  Regifter/’  and  continued  to 
publifh  it  till  the  year  1790.  Mr. 
IX  was  particularly  fortunate  in  his 
literary  connections,  and,  in  confe- 
quence,  realized  a  very  handfome 
fortune.  It  is  worthy  noticing,  as 
a  literary  anecdote,  that  he  fold  no 
lefs  than  18,000  of  Mr.  Burke's  fa¬ 
mous  “  Reflections  on  the  French 
Revolution  A  In  the  year  1782,  he 
communicated  to  the  Rockingham 
adminiftrationf  the  plan  of  the  Tax 
©n  Receipts,  which,  though  trouble- 
fome  to  the  trader,  has  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  confiderable  revenue  to  the 
Rate. 

At  Billon,  near  Rugby,  county  of 
Warwick,  Mifs  Addifon,  only  fur- 
viving  daughter  of  the  celebrated 
Joieph  Addifon,  efq.  born  juft  be¬ 
fore  his  death  in  1718,  by  Sa¬ 
rah,  countefs  dowager  of  Warwick, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Dafliwood,  efq. 
alderman  of  London.  ri  he  eflate  of 
Mifs  Addifon  flie  willed  to  the  third 
fon  of  Lord  Bradford.  There  are 
left  at  her  late  houfe,  at  Billon, 
feveral  portraits' of  Mr.  A.  and  his 
friends  ;  and  his  library,  which  it 
Is  prefumed,  contains  many  va¬ 
luable  books  and  MSS.  She  in¬ 
herited  her  father's  memory,  but 
none  of  the  difcriminating  powers 
of  his  underbuilding ;  with  the  re¬ 
tentive  faculties  of  Jedediah  Bux¬ 
ton,  fhe  was  a  perfeCt  imbecile. 
She  could  go  on  in  any  part  of  her 
father's  works  ?  or  repeat  the  whole, 


but  was  incapable  of  fpeaking  0? 
writing  an  intelligible  fentence. 

At  Walthamftow,  Mrs.  Fowler* 
aged  96. — At  Netnerwinton,  Mrs. 
M.  Thornton,  aged  91. —At  Bur- 
gate,  Mr.  J.  Stowers,  aged  101. — 
At  Litchfield,  Mr.  W.  Deekin,  aged 
93;  Mr.  J.  Thompfon,  aged  91.— 
At  Worcefter,  Joyce  Pardoe,  aged 
105. — At  Alderftrop,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
aged  92. — At  Rhoflanyrihog,  Mrs. 
Pritchard,  aged  98. 


MARC  H. 

A  very  fevere  affray  took 
place  this  evening  in  Market- 
lane,  Pall-mall.  An  order  had  im¬ 
prudently  been  given  to  the  foldiers 
guarding  the  entrance  of  the  Opera- 
houfe  in  that  lane,  to  turn  out  the 
fervants  of  the  nobility  who  flood 
in  the  lobby;  which  the  fervants 
refifted,  and  the  chairmen  taking 
their  part,  attacked  the  foldiers  fo 
violently  with  their  poles,  that  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  call  in  the 
afhflance  of  the  guard  at  the  front 
of  the  houfe  to  quell  the  riot.  Se¬ 
veral  of  the  fervants  were  much 
wounded  in  the  affray. 

Public  rejoicings  took  place  . 
in  London,  on  account  of  the  ^ 
victory  of  admiral  Jervis  over  the 
Spanilh  fleet;  and  a  fubfcription 
was  entered  into  at  Lloyd’s,  for  the  . 
relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  brave  men  who  fell  on  that 
occ.afion. 

Twenty-Hulling  notes  were 
iffued  by  "the  bank  of  England.  * 

This  day,  Dr.  Brown,  of  . 

the  College,  bated  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  the 
horrible  murder  which  had  been 
committed  on  a  rev.  and  learned 
gentleman*  a  fellow  of  Trinity 
‘  <  '  College, 
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College,  an  ornament  to  the  learn¬ 
ing  of  this  country,  an  active  ma- 
.giftrate,  a  molt  worthy  member  of 
lociety,  and  a  particular  and  esteem¬ 
ed  friend  of  his  own,  Dr.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  who  had  a  living  in  the  North, 
near  the  banks  of  Lough  Swilly. 
This  gentleman  having  dined  a  few 
days  fince,  at  the  boufe  of  a  Mr, 
Waller,  in  his  neighbourhood,  the 
houfe  was  furrounded  by  a  banditti 
of  armed  ruffians,  about  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  who  broke  into  the  houfe 
while  the  family  were  at  fupper, 
-calling  loudly  for  Dr.  Hamilton, 
and  threatening. death  to  the.  whole 
family.  M rs.  Waller  implored  mercy 
for  her  hufband,  a  feeble  pooh  gen¬ 
tleman,  who,  having  loft  the  ufe  of 
his  limbs,  was  unable  to  fly  from 
their  fpry ;  and  the  threw  herfelf 
over  him  to  protect  him  from  aftaf- 
fination,  when  the  mifcreants  fired 
three  ffiots  through  her  body,  and 
killed  her  inftantly.  They  then 
threatened  to  raze  the  houfe,  and 
.put  all  its  inhabitants  to  death,  if 
Dr.  Hamilton  was  not  produced; 
and  the  fervants,  to  lave  their  own 
lives,  dragged  him  from  the  wine- 
cellar  to  the  door :  he  endeavoured 
to  cling  by  the  ftaple  of  the  hall- 
door  lock ;  but  the  villains  burnt 
his  hand  to  force  him  to  quit  his 
hold,  and  then  dragged  him  a  fhort 

diftance  from  the  houfe,  where  thev 
.  '  */ 

m  a  molt  barbarous  manner  mur¬ 
dered  him.  This  worthy  gentle¬ 
man  has  left  a  wife  and  nine  children 
wholly  unprovided  for. 

A  very  extraordinary  difcovery 
has  been  made,  which  promifes  to 
bring  to  juftice  the  perpetrators  of 
the  above  horrid  murder.  As  lord 
William  Murray,  the  commander  of 
the  Scots  regiment  in  the  quarter 
where  the  murder  was  perpetrated, 
was  walking  over  the  fpot  where 
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the  unfortunate  gentleman  was  fa- 
crificed,  he  difcovered  a  ball-car¬ 
tridge,  the  paper  of  which  was  part 
of  a  letter  directed  to  a  man  in 
Derry,  in  whofe  houfe  he  found,  on 
ftridl  fearch,  a  correfponding  part 
of  the  fame  letter  in  another  ball- 
cartridge  in  the  man's  poffeffion,  and 
fome  other  papers,  which  induced 
him  to  take  the  owner  of  the  houfe 
into  cuftody,  with  feveral  other 
perfons,  and  lodge  them  in  the 
jail. 

A  general  fall  was  this  day  ,  , 
obferved  throughout  the  king-  °  ■ 

dom. 

This  day  the  Bank  began  , 
to  iffue  dollars  at  4s.  9d. 
each.  There  is  the  mint  ftamp  af¬ 
fixed  on  each,  which  confifts  of  the 
king's  head  marked  on  the  king  of 
Spain's  neck. 

The  names  of  five  magiftrates  of 
Cumberland  have  been  lately  ftruck 
out  of  the  commiffion  of  the  peace, 
for  certain  coliufive  practices  with 
the  parifh  officers  of  Whitehaven, 
in  order  to  defraud  the  town  of  a 
conliderahle  fum  of  money.  The 
parties  convided  were  further  oblig¬ 
ed  to  pay  the  entire  cofts  of  fuit, 
amounting  to  1,291b  and  were 
mulded  in  the  penalty  of  6s.  Bd. 
each.  Their  crime  and  difgrace  is 
alfo  put  upon  record. 

At  the  Police  Office, 
Marlborough  -  ft reet,  lady  11^1* 
Buckinghamfhire,  lady  E.  Lutterell, 
and  Mrs.  Sturt,  were  convicted  be¬ 
fore  N.  Conant  and  T.  Robinfon, 
efqrs.  in  the  penalty  of  5 oh  each, 
for  vplaying  at  the  game  of  Faro ; 
and  Henry  Martingdale  was  con- 
vibted  in  the  fum  of  200 1.  for  keep¬ 
ing  the  Faro-table  at  lady  Bucking- 

hamfhire's  houfe _ The  witnefies 

were  two  ci-devant  fervants  to 
lady  B. 
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The  ladies  appeared  by  counfel, 
who  gave  notice,  that  they  fhould 
appeal  to  the  Quarter  Seffions. 

There  were  informations  againft 
Mr.  Coneannon  and  Mr.  O’Burne, 
for  fimilar  offences.  Both  defendants 
were  found  guilty,  and  paid  the 
penalties. 

As  Mr.  Denne,  of  Littlebourne- 
court,  near  Canterbury,  was  return¬ 
ing  home  from  Whatmer-hall,  Surry, 
this  evening,  about  half-pafl:  fix 
o'clock,  he  lhot  a  very  large  eagle, 
which  meafured  feven  feet  from  tip 
to  tip  of  his  wings.  The  fame  gentle¬ 
man,  26  years  fmce,  (March  24, 
1771),  flint  an  eagle  within  fixty 
rods  of  the  fame  place. 

There  is  now,  at  Henry  B.  Bar¬ 
nard's,  efq.  at  South  Cave,  in  the 
Eaft  Riding  of  York/hire,  feven 
partridges,  four  of  which  are,  of 
the  moll  delicate  milk  white,  with¬ 
out  a  fingle  coloured  feather.  The 
remaining  three  are  pied.— The 
covey  confided  of  eight.  The 
above  feven  were  taken  by  a  net  in 
September  lad,  the  eighth  efcaped. 
They  are  kept  in  a  place  built  for 
the  purpofe  of  keeping  pheafants, 
and  birds  of  that  kind,  and  do  not 
appear  to  fuller  at  all  from  their 
confinement. 

Thomas  Muir,  transported  by  the 
Britifh  government  to  Botany  Bay, 
reached  Cadiz  about  the  beginning 
oi  this  year.  The  velfel  in  which 
he  failed  carried  him  only  to  Noot- 
ka  Sound,  from  whence  he  travel¬ 
led  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the 
well  coali  of  America,  and  reached 
Panama,  the  governor  of  which 
ihewed  him  every  civility.  He 
eroded  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  and 
went  in  a  Spanifli  frigate  to  Cuba  ; 
but  the  governor  not  thinking  it 
proper  to  differ  a  man  of  his  prin¬ 
ciples  to  be  at  large,  confined  him 


on  the  north  fide  of  Cuba,  till  a  pro¬ 
per  opportunity  occurred  to  fend 
him  to  Spain. 

A  boat,  in  which  were  two  mid- 
fhipmen  and  fix  faifors,  belonging 
to  the  Europa  Ruffian  fhip,  at  Chat¬ 
ham,  coming  from  Sheerness,  was 
overfet  by  a  fquall  of  wind ;  by 
which  unfortunate  accident  one 
midfhipman  and  four  men  were 
drowned ;  the  others  were  taken  up 
by  a  failing  barge,  and  put  on  fhore 
in  the  marfh,  near  the  Folly-houfe  ; 
but  not  knowing  the  direH  road, 
and  the  tide  approaching  very  fall, 
overwhelmed  the  remaining  unfor¬ 
tunates,  who  alfo  fell  viftims,  ex¬ 
cept  the  midfhipman,  the  only  fur- 
vivor  left  to  relate  the  fhocking  cir- 
cumftance;  and  he  now  lies  dan- 
geroufly  ill  on  board  the  Archipe¬ 
lago  Ruffian  frigate. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  a  ,, 
malt-kiln  at  Burwell,  near 
Newmarket,  occupied  by  M.  Bar- 
low  and  Wedge,  which  entirely  con- 
fumed  the  fame,  with  the  malting, 
in  which  were  351  coombs  of  malt 
and  barley,  moft  of  it  damaged ; 
alfo  a  lioufe  and  workfhop,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Mrs.  Brown,  fellmonger, 
widow,  a  houfe  of  Mrs.  Mary  Ifaac- 
fon’s,  another  of  R.  Bunting’s,  a  coal- 
fhed  of  Mr.  Robt.Edwards’s,  and  part 
of  the  premifes  belonging  to  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Shaw.  Fortunately,  the  wind 
blew  from  the  fouth-eaft,  which 
drove  the  flames  towards  the  fen. 
^Bunting  is  a  great  fufferer ;  being  a 
waterman,  he  had  feveral  Runs  of 
money  belonging  to  Lvnn,  all  of 
which  were  loft  in  the  flames,  not 
having  time  to  get  any  thing  out  of 
his  houfe. 

At  a  court  of  common  ^  ^ 
council,  the  lord  mayor  call¬ 
ed  the  attention  of  the  court  to 
a  requisition  figned  bv  forty-three 

liverymen. 
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liverymen,  defiring  him  to  call  a 
common  hall,  “  To  confider  of  an 
humble  addrefs  and  petition  to  his 
majefty,  upon  the  prefent  alarming 
Hate  of  public  affairs,  and  praying 
‘him  to  difmifs  his  prefent  minifters 
from  his  councils  for  ever,  as  the 
ftrft  ftep  towards  obtaining  a  fpeedy, 
honourable,  and  permanent  peace." 
That  he  had  anfwered  he  would  con- 
fult  the  court,  and  had  received  a  pro- 
teft  againft  fuch  a  meafure.  His 
lordfhip  fubmitted  the  feveral  papers 
to  the  court,  who  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  highly 
improper  for  them  to  give  any  opi¬ 
nion  refpecting  the  propriety  or 
expedience  of  convening  a  common 
hall. 

A  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
•  in  the  Minories,  near  the 
corner  of  the  Little  Minories,  which 
was  not  extinguifhed  till  near  thirty 
houfes  were  confumed,  befides  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  property,  a 
great  deal  of  which  was  uninfured ; 
the  flames  were  fo  rapid,  that  it 
was  with  the  greatefl  difficulty  the 
inhabitants  of  fome  of  the  houfes 
efcaped  their  fury ;  feveral  were 
much  burnt. 

„  A  moll  extraordinary  ac¬ 
cident  happened  on  the  road 
near  Bournbridge,  Cambridgefhire, 
early  this  morning.  The  mail  coach, 
coming  from  London,  met  a  broad- 
wheel  waggon,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Archer,  of  Barton  Mills,  loaded  with 
upwards  of  four  tons  of  hay,  when 
the  lamp  of  the  coach  ftriking  againft 
the  hay,  broke  the  glafs,  and  in- 
ftantly  fet  the  hay  on  fire;  and  the 
wind  being  brifk,  the  whole  load  of 
hay  and  the  waggon  were  confumed, 
and  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi¬ 
culty  the  horfes  were  faved. 

Purfuant  to  his  fentence,  William 
Suffolk,  aged  46,  was  this  day  exe¬ 


cuted  on  the  Caftle-hill,  Norwich, 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Mary 

«r 

Beck,  of  North  Waltham.  An  inti¬ 
macy  fubfifted  between  the  prifoner 
and  the  deceafed,  which  the  bro¬ 
ther  difapproving,  defiled  Suffolk  to 
difcontinue  his  vifits.  LTpon  this  a 
violent  quarrel  arofe,  in  which  Suf¬ 
folk  declared  to  the  brother,  that 
he  fhould  fee  a  great  alteration  be¬ 
fore  night.  Accordingly,  meeting 
with  the  deceafed  unfortunately  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  (Feb.  3)  011 
the  common,  near  North  Wals- 
ham,  he  with  a  large  ftick  at¬ 
tacked  her,  and  repeated  his  blows 
till  he  left  her  for  dead.  In  this 
ftate  flie  was  difcovered,  and  had 
only  ftrength  to  declare  that  Suf¬ 
folk  was  her  murderer;  who,  on 
being  taken  into  cuftody,  and  icon 
after  being  informed  by  the  con- 
ftable  that  fhe  was  not  then  dead, 
declared,  that  if  he  thought  fhe 
could  have  ftirred  hand  or  foot,  h© 
would  have  beaten  her  till  this 
time.  His  body  is  hung  in  chains, 
near  the  fpot  where  the  murder 
was  committed. 

At  a  numerous  common  f  , 
hall,  a  petition  to  the  purpofe  ^ 
before  expreffed,  was  almofl  unani¬ 
moufly  voted  ;  and  the  fherifts,  with 
the  city's  reprefentatives  in  parlia-r 
ment,  were  requefted  to  prefent  it  t© 
his  majefty  on  the  throne. 

The  ffieriffs  of  London  , 
attended  at  St.  James’s,  to  ^ 
know  when  his  majefty  would  be 
pleafed  to  receive  the  petition  of  the 
livery  upon  the  throne;  and  were 
informed  that  his  majefty  would 
receive  no  petition  from  the  city  of 
London,  except  in  its  corporate  ca¬ 
pacity  ;  but  that  he  was  willing  to 
receive  it  at  the  levee,  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  manner  of  accepting  addreffes. 

A  riot  of  a  ferious  nature  took 
*  C  2  place 
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place  at  Derby,  on  Monday  night 
lull.  A  number  of  perfons  having 
affembled  in  the  Baptift  chapel,  to 
bear  Thelwall  ledlure  on  political 
fubjeds,  a  mob  collected  in  the 
ffreet  with  drums,  horns,  &c.  and 
after  contenting  themfelves  fome 
time  with  drowning  the  voice  of 
the  orator  in  tumult,  they  at  length 
broke  the  windows,  wounded  feveral 
perfons  with  bricks  and  bones,  and 
threatened  to  deftroy  the  chapel. 
Thelwall,  with  a  piftol  in  his  hand, 
declared  he  would  flioot  any  perfon 
who  molefted  him  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  he  was  differed  to  depart 
without  receiving  any  injury.  It 
was  a  long  time  before  the  mob  fe- 
parated. 

^  This  afternoon,  about  four, 

2  ^  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 

the  old  family  manfion  of  the  duke 
of  St.  Alban’s,  at  Hanworth  Park, 
near  Hampton,  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  three  hours,  deftroyed  every  part 
of  the  building,  and  all  the  beautiful 
gallery  of  paintings,  which  were  an 
heir-loom  with  the  lioufe.  Very 
little  of  the  furniture  was  faved. 
The  fire  broke  out  at  the  back  of 
the  houfe,  near  the  library,  and  was 
©ecafioned  by  a  girl  belonging  to  a 
farm  yard,  lighting  her  fire  too  near 
the  windows.  Owing;  to  the  high 
wind, the  flames  caught  the  (butters, 
and  the  conflagration  fpread  through 
the  manfion  before  any  abidance 
could  be  obtained. 

A  very  melancholy  affair  has 
lately  taken  place  at  Smyrna.  The 
circumftances  are  briefly  thefe  : — A 
party  of  broiling  German  rope- 
dancers  had  arrived,  and  were  ex¬ 
hibiting  their  feats  on  the  tight  rope 
to  a  numerous  audience.  As  is  the 
cubom  of  that  place,  four  janiflaries 
were  placed  as  feutifiels  at  the  door 
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of  the  theatre,  to  preferve  the  peace'. 
After  the  performance  had  com¬ 
menced,  a  number  of  Sclavonians 
entered  the  doors,  one  of  whom  in- 
fulted  the  janiflaries,  who  refented 
his  conduct.  A  fcuffie  enlued,  which 
terminated  in  the  death  of  one  of 
the  janiflaries,  who  was  (hot  by  a 
Sclavonian.  An  enquiry  was  in- 
ftantly  fet  on  foot,  and  a  demand 
fent  to  the  theatre  to  give  up  the 
affafiin  :  he,  however,  from  the  fide¬ 
lity  of  his  comrades,  could  not  be 
dilcovered.  Time  was  allowed  for 
the  difcovery,  but  to  no  effect ;  and 
it  was  at  length  determined  to  de- 
ftroy  the  theatre,  unlefs  he  was  given 
up.  They  ffill  perfifted  in  their 
filence,  which  induced  the  janiffaries 
to  let  fire  to  the  theatre ;  and  it  was 
completely  deftroyed.  The  Turks 
proceeded  to  fet  fire  to  all  the  Eng- 
lifb  and  other  Chriftian  factories, 
deftroyed  property  to  the  amount 
of  nearly  1 00,000 1.  killed  between 
1200  and  1300  people,  and  threaten¬ 
ed  to  deftroy  all  the  Chriftians  in 
the  place. 

Died. — 5.  At  Tiverton,  Devon, 
aged  52,  capt.  J.  G.  Stedman.  He 
entered  in  the  navy,  but  relinquiflied 
it  on  the  laft  peace,  ana  accepted 
an  enfign’s  commiflion  in  one  of  the 
Scots  brigade  regiments  paid  by  the 
Dutch.  He  had  attained  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  when  the  meafure  of 
fending  a  military  force  againft  the 
rebel  negroes  on  the  river  Cottica„ 
in  Surinam,  the  moil  important, 
and  now  the  only  remaining,  Dutch 
poffeflion  on  the  coait  of  America, 
was  projected.  Impelled  by  a  de¬ 
fire  of  exploring  a  part  of  the  world 
not  generally  known,  and  the  hope 
of  preferment  in  fuch  a  dangerous  , 
fervice,  he  obtained  admifllon  into 
the  corps  of  500  volunteers^  formed 

into 
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into  feven  companies,  embodied  as 
a  regiment  of  marines,  and  intend¬ 
ed  for  Surinam,  and  was  advanced 
by  the  prince  of  Orange  to  the  rank 
of  captain  by  brevet,  under  colonel 
Tourgeoud,  a  Swifs,  commander  in 
chief.  He  quitted  the  Texel  on 
Chriftmas-day,  1772,  and  anchored 
in  Surinam  river  Eeb.  2,  1773* 
He  foon  formed  an  attachment  with 
a  beautiful  mulatto  girl  of  15,  one  of 
the  natural  children  of  a  Dutch 
planter,  whofe  goodnefs  ot  heart, 
and  faithful  attachment  to  him, 
were  hill  more  endearing  than  all 
her  perfonal  attractions ;  but,  by 
the  laws  of  the  fettlement,  fhe  could 
not  be  redeemed  from  flavery,  or 
brought  home  to  Europe  ;  fhe  died 
of  poifon,  a  victim  to  jealoufy, 
after  the  captain  quitted  her.  After 
undergoing  a  variety  of  fatigues, 
and  witneffing  the  moil  horrid  cru- 
elties,  as  well  as  moft  extravagant 
diffipation,  in  the  colony  of  Surinam, 
he  returned  to  his  native  country  ; 
and,  a  little  before  his  death,  pub- 
lifhed  an  interefting  narrative  of  the 
expedition  against  the  revolted  ne¬ 
groes  of  Surinam,  in  two  volumes 
4to,  illuftrated  with  eighty  elegant 
engravings,  from  drawings  made  by 
himfelf.  He  has  left  a  widow  and 
five  children. 

At  her  houfe  in  ITalfmoon- 
*  ftreet,  Piccadilly,  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  for  fome  weeks  pafi  con¬ 
fined  to  her  bed  by  a  very  fevere 
illnefs,  Mrs.  Pope,  the  celebrated 
aCtrefs.  She  was  one  of  the  laft  of 
the  legitimate  fchool  of  Garrick ; 
,  and  had  for  years  maintained,  both 
as  a  tragic  and  comic  performer  in 
the  London  theatres,  the  moft  re- 
fpeCtable  fituation.  Her  merits  and 
talents,  after  nearly  30  years  expe¬ 
rience,  are  too  well  known  to  need 


any  comment ;  they  were  univerfally 
acknowledged  and  admired;  and, 
while  lhe  is  lamented  as  a  great 
public  lofs,  thole  who  knew  her 
domeftic  worth,  will  feel  alfo,  in 
the  death  of  fo  eftimable  a  woman, 
a  fource  of  much  private  affliction. 
In  a  wide  range  of  characters,  in 
tragedy  and  comedy,  and  in  the 
tumorous  as  well  as  the  fafhion- 
able  walk  of  the  latter,  (lie  has 
been  uniformly  diftinguifhed  with 
applaufe.  Mrs.  Pope  was  deicended 
from  a  good  family,  of  the  name  of 
Younge,  who  left  her  little  befide 
her  education  :  fhe  had  her  fituation 
in  lift  to  make  at  a  period  when 
moft  girls  are  occupied  by  no  other 
ideas  than  their  pleafure.  In  the 
courfe  of  her  education,  die  had 
acquainted  herfelf  with  the  beft 
Englifh  dramatic  writers.  It  was 
a  ftyle  of  reading  lhe  always  re- 
lifhed  fo  much,  that  fhe  now  began, 
■ferioufly,  to  think  of  putting  it  into 
praClice;  and,  procuring  a  letter 
of  recommendation  to  Mr.  Garrick, 
he  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  her  firft 
effay,  that  he  took  the  pains  of  at¬ 
tending  her  at  feveral  private  re- 
hearlals,  when  every  trial  gave  frefh 
proofs  of  her  abilities.  At  the  end 
of  three  months  (in  the  winter  of 
1768)  fhe  came  out  in  Imogen,  in 
Cymbeline :  a  part,  however,  ha¬ 
zardous,  from  the  variety  of  its 
difficulties  ;  yet  fo  ftrongly  was  fhe 
poffefted  of  the  fpirit  of  the  author, 
and  fo  powerfully  aftifted  by  her 
addrefs,  and  other  ftage  accomplish¬ 
ments,  that  fhe  obtained  univerfai 
applaufe.  At  Drury-lane  theatre, 
this  admirable  aCtrefs  continued  till 
the  year  1779.  She  then  engaged 
with  Mr.  Harris,  patentee  of  Covent- 
garden  theatre,  from  which  fhe  has 
fince  been  ablent  but  one  feafon. 
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In  1784,  during  a  profeffional  excur- 
fion  in  Ireland,  (he  faw  Mr.  Pope 
perform  at  Cork,  and  approved  fo 
much  of  his  powers,  that  (lie  re¬ 
commended  him  to  Mr.  Harris  ; 
and  at  Covent-garden  theatre  his 
fuccefs  juftified  her  opinion  of  his 
talents.  A  mutual  affection  arofe 
from  this  circumftance,  and  in  a 
feafon  or  two  afterwards,  they  were 
married. — Her  remains  were,  on  the 
22d,  conveyed  from  her  houfe  to 
Weftminfter-abbey,  in  a  hearfe  and 
fix,  followed  by  feven  mourning 
coaches  and  her  own  carriage.  In 
the  firft  were  fome  particular  friends 
of  the  deceafed  ;  thefe  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  School  of  Garrick  (of 
which  refpectable  fociety  (Ire  was  an 
honorary  member)  and  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  performers  of  Covent-garden 
theatre.  The  body  was  interred  in 
the  cloifters  on  the  fouth  fide,  near 
the  remains  of  fir  Richard  Jebb, 
and  on  the  right  of  Dr.  Dupuis. 
The  funeral  fervice  was  read  by  the 
Rev.  Weldon  Champnefs.  Mrs. 
Pope  was  born  in  the*  year  of  the 
rebellion,  1745.  The  (lone  that  is 
placed  over  her  remains  is  infcribed 
“  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Pope,  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  Covent- 
garden,  who  died  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1797,  aged  52  years.” 

,  Dr.  Philip  Hayes,  pro- 

fefifor  of  mufic  at  the  Uni- 
werfity  of  Oxford..  Pie  had  juft 
come  to  town,  in  order  to  prefide  at 
the  enfuing  feftival  for  the  new  Mu- 

O 

heal  Fund.  In  the  morning  he  had 
dreffed  himfelf  to  attend  the  Royal 
Chapel,  St.  James's,  when  he  was 
taken  ill,  and  died  almoft  imme¬ 
diately.  He  was  buried  in  St. 

Paul's  Cathedral,  and  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  the  largeft  man  in 
England. 


At  Llanricheyn,  Caernarvonfiure, 
aged  103,  Elizabeth  Rogers  ;  her 
corpfe  was  attended  to  the  ground 
by  all  her  defeendants,  viz.  feven 
children,  27  grand- children,  47  great 
grand-children,  and  three  in  a  (till 
later  defeent. 

At  Kendal,  Mrs.  Atkinfon,  aged 
92. — At  Attleborough,  Mr.  J.  Cols, 
a  farmer,  aged  95.  He  left  behind 
him  115  children  and  grand-chil¬ 
dren. — At  Halewood,  Mr.  Holland, 
aged  97. — At  Hull,  Mr.  Chidion, 
aged  97. — At  Eaft  Mailing,  Mrs. 
Blunden,  aged  92.— At  Colyton, 
Mrs.  Cox,  aged  97.  She  retained 
her  fenfes  to  the  1  alt ,  and  left  a  pro¬ 
geny  of  156  defeendants. 


APRIL. 

This  day  another  numerous  ^ 
meeting  of  the  livery  was 
held  at  Guildhall,  when  the  (heriffs 
having  reported,  that  his  majefty 
declined  receiving  upon  the  throne 
their  addrefs  for  the  removal  or 
minifters  ;  the  following  refolution 
was  paffed  by  the  meeting,  with  only 
one  diffenting  voice :  “  That  the 
answer  given  to  the  (heriffs,  when 
they  attended  to  know  his  majefty 's 
pleafure,  as  to  the  time  of  receiving 
their  petition,  was  given  by  the 
third  fecrelary  of  (late,  one  of  the 
perfons  for  whofe  removal  they  pe¬ 
titioned  ;  that  the  (heriffs  do  again 
attend  at  St.  James's,  and  requeft  a 
perfonal  audience  of  his  majefty,  at 
which,  if  granted,  they  do  reprefent 
to  the  king,  that  it  is  the  privilege  of 
the  livery  to  prefent  petitions  to 
the  fovereign  on  the  throne  ;  and 
that  the  (heriffs  do  make  a  report  of 
this  application  to  a  future  hall.” 

The  (heriffs  attended,  according 
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to  the  above  refolution,  when  his 
majefty,  in  perfon,  confirmed  the 
meffage  before  delivered  by  the  duke 
of  Portland. 

This  evening  a  moft  alarm- 
3  •  ing  fire  was  difcovered  in  the 
fuperb  manfion-houle  ot  Yeher,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  marquis  of  Pweedale, 
which,  by  the  wonderful  aCiivity  of 
the  fervants  and  workmen  belonging 
to  the  place,  aided  by  a  numerous 
body  of  the  inhabitants  from  the 
village  of  Giftord,  together  with  the 
Haddington  engine,  brought  thence 
by  too  of  the  Durham  Rangers  now 
Rationed  there,  who  attended,  ac¬ 
companied  by  their  officers,  on  the 
firffc  alarm,  happily  faved  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  houfe;  only  one 
of  the  wings  was  burnt,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  furniture  deftroyed.  The 
fire  was  occafioned  by  a  wooden 
joint  being  placed  too  near  one  of 
the  vents,  which  had  been  burning 
fome  time  before  burfting  forth. 

A  gentleman  of  Yarmouth,  has  in 
his  poiTeffion  a  pig,  only  thirteen 
months  old, which meafures  upwards 
of  eight  feet  in  length,  hands  ten 
hands  high,  and  weighs  53  hone, 
141b.  to  the  hone. 

Five  poor  girls,  apprentices  to 
James  Adams,  lenior,  and  James 
Adams,  junior,  wool-combers,  of 
Hufband’s  Bofworth,  have  lately 
been  difcharged  from  their  appren- 
ticefhip,  by  the  county  magihrate, 
in  conlequence  of  cruel  treatment, 
&c.  Their  fubhhence  was,  lor  the 
moh  part,  coarle  barley  cakes,  and 
that  afforded  very  feantily  ;  their 
lodging  was  a  few  old  rags,  lewed 
up  in  hop-fucking,  without  eitner 
bedhead,  mat,  or  fheets,  &c.  in  a 
room,  the  windows  of  which  were 
entirely  unglazed;  their  clothes  were 
made  up  of  a  few7  rags,  fa  he  tied 


about  their  bodies,  fo  as  to  be  an 
infufficient  protection  againh  the  in¬ 
clemency  of  the  weather ;  their 
bleeding  wounds,  occafioned  by  too 
fevere  beating,  were  often  diehed  b) 
fome  humane  individuals  of  the 
neighbourhood. 

Mr.  Jackfon,  of  New  Bur- 
lington-hreet,  who  was  for¬ 
merly  ft  e  ward  to  the  duke  of  New 
cable,  put  an  end  to  his  exihence 
on  Wednefday  morning,  bv  placing 
a  pi  hoi  at  his  ear,  and  blowing  his 
brains  out.  It  appears,  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  fuicide,  the  feivant- 
maid  went  into  his  bed-room,  as 
ufual,  to  light  his  fire;  hut  he  de¬ 
fied  her  not  to  difturb  him.  Soon 
after,  the  lervant  heard  a  noife, 
which  appears  to  have  been  the  re¬ 
port  of  a  piftol  fired  up  the  chimney, 
for  the  purpofe  of  trying  if  it  was  in 
order.  Not  fufpecting  any  thing 
wrong,  they  took  no  iui ther  notice 
of  the  noife,  till  they  heard  a  fee  on  d 
report,  on  which  one  oi  them  went 
up  hairs,  and  found  her  mailer 
lying  dead. — He  has  left  thiee 

amiable  daughters. 

The  great  tunnel  of  the  Birming¬ 
ham  and  Worcefter  canal,  has  been 
lately  completed,  in  a  mafterly 
hyle.  The  firh  brick  of  this  ftupen- 
dous  work  was  laid  July  ‘28,  i794> 
and  the  whole  of  it  was  arched  over 
by  February  25,  *797-  Upwards 
of  1780  yards  of  it  were  finished  m 
the  year  included  between  Januaiy 
1,  1796,  and  January  1,  1797*  Tbe 
extent  of  the  tunnel  comprehends  a 
fpaceof  upwards  of  a  mile  and  a  half, 
yet  it  is  fo  rectilineal,  that  it  may  be 
diftinCtlv  feen  through  from  one  end 
of  it  to  the  other.  The  brick-work, 
throughout  the  whole  of  it,  is  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  the  greateft  accuracy. 
The  tunnel  was  lately  paffed  through, 
,  *  C  4  ior 
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for  the  firft  time,  by  feveral  veffels 
of  lixty  and  eighty  tons  burden, 
laden  with  coals,  which  landed  their 
cargoes  at  Hopward  wharf.  Alve- 
church,  Redditch,  Reoley,  Studley, 
Sec.  will  now  be  plentifully  furmfhed 
with  coals  by  this  canal,  and  the 
farmers  will  be  enabled  to  convey 
readily  and  cheaply,  their  grain, 
Sec.  to  Birmingham,  and  other  po¬ 
pulous  towns. 

Latelv,  at  the  celebration  of  a 
holiday  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Appleby,  while  a  fet  of  mafquers, 
or  fword-dancerSj  were  exhibiting 
their  performances,  in  a  large  upper 
room,  crowded  with  fpectators,  the 
main  beams  of  the  floor  breaking 
with  the  weight,  about  one  hundred 
ami  fifty  perfons,  together  with  the 
loft,  were  fuddenly  tumbled  in  a 
confuted  heap,  on  the  ground-floor. 
No  individual,  however,  was  killed 
by  the  accident,  nor  was  any  leg  or 
arm  fra&ured. 

That  excellent  adrefs,Mifs 
Farren,  performed  this  night, 
for  the  laft  time,  previous  to  her 
marriage  with  the  earl  of  Derby. 
•“—The  pla}1"  fire  chofe  was  the  School 
for  Scandal.  The  different  avenues 
leading  to  the  theatre  were  crowded 
with  all  ranks  and  deferiptions  at  a 
very  early  hour,  and  in. a  few  minutes 
after  the  opening  of  the  doors,  every 
bench  in  the  houfe,  and  every  paf- 
fage  in  the  theatre,  even  to  the  fe¬ 
deral  doors,  was  completely  occu¬ 
pied.  Never  was  fuch  an  audience 
leen  at  this  or  any  other  theatre. 

On  her  firft  entrance  flie  was 
greeted  in  the  mofl  flattering  manner ; 
and  the  audience  appeared  to  be 
animated  with  a  principle  of  emu¬ 
lation,  in  bellowing  their  liberal 
plaudits  throughout  the  whole  of  her 
performance, 


At  the  conclufion  of  the  play, 
Mr.  Wroughton  immediately  came- 
forward,  and  addreffed  the  audience 
as  follows : 

But,  ah !  this  night,  adieu  the  mirthful 
mien, 

When  Mirth’s  lov’d  fav’rite  quits  the  mimie 
l’cene  ! 

Startled  Thalia  would  alfent  refufe. 

But  Truth  and  Virtue  fued,  and  won  the 

Mnfe. 

Aw’d  by  l’enfitions  it  could  ill  exprefs, 
Though  mate  the  tongue,  tire  bofom  feels 
not  lets; 

Her  l’peech  vour  kind  indulgence  oft  has 
known, 

Be  to  her  Lienee  now  that  kindnefs  (hewn 
Ive’er  from  her  mind  th’  endear’d  records 
will  part. 

But  live  the  proudeft  feeling  of  a  grateful 

heart, 


This  addrefs  was  repeatedly  in-, 
terrupted  by  general  and  reiterated 
plaudits  from  all  parts  of  the  houfe. 
Mifs  Farren  appeared  much  affected 
at  the  generous  conduct  of  the  audi¬ 
ence.  After  the  torrent  of  applaufe 
had  fubfided,  Mifs  Farren  came  to 
the  front  of  the  ftage,  with  grace¬ 
ful  and  diffident  fteps,  to  take  her 
final  farewell  of  her  patrons.  In  a 
manner  the  mofl  elegant  and  im- 
prellive  fie  made  her  courtefy,  firft 
to  the  right,  next  to  the  left,  and 
laftly  to  the  front  of  the  houfe, 
amidft  the  univerfal,  reiterated,  and 
rapturous  plaudits  of  the  audience, 
many  of  whom  accompanied  their 
tokens  of  refped  with  tears  of  fen- 
lib  ility. 

The  trial  of  Jones,  the  dele-  , 

gate  of  the  London  Torres-  ' 
ponding  Society,  came  on  at  War¬ 
wick  on  Thurfday,  before  Judge 
Grofe  and  a  fpecial  jury.  The 
profecution  was  led  by  Mr.  Fer- 
cival,  in  a  fair  and  candid  manner; 
and  the  defendant  was  as  ably  fup- 
ported  by  Meffrs..  Romilly  and 
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Vaughan.  —  The  Judge  gave  a 
charge,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
jury  found  a  verdidft  of  Guilty  on 
the  third  count,  which  was, — <e  Will 
the  people  of  Birmingham  fubmit 
to  the  treafon  and  fedition  laws  ?” 
Bmns’s  triaVis  poftponed  till  next 
affizes ;  four  only  of  the  fpecial 
jury  being  prefent,  and  only  fix 
others  appeared  in  court,  who  were 
admitted  by  the  crown  and  defen¬ 
dant.  The  convi&ion  of  Jones  is 
the  fir  ft  that  has  taken  place  under 
the  late  ad.  Ifis  fentence  is  not 
yet  known. 

.1  At  another  common  hall 
2'  the  report  from  the  flieriffs 
was  read ;  ftating,  that  having 
taken  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
waiting  on  his  majefty  at  the  levee, 
they  had  obtained  an  audience,  and 
delivered  the  meffage  direded  by 
the  livery;  to  which  his  majefty 
anfwered,  44  That  the  addrefs  not 
being  the  addrefs  of  the  city  of 
London  in  its  corporate  capacity, 
he  could  not  receive  it  on  the 
throne ;  tligt  the  anfwer  given  by 
the  duke  of  Portland  was  by  his 
majefty ’s  defire;  and  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  repeated  his  readinefs  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  petition  of  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery,  at  the 
next  or  any  other  levee,  provided 
the  perfons  prelenting  it  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed  the  ufual  number  of  ten.” 

Two  refolutions  were  then  puf¬ 
fed,  declaratory  of  the  rights  of 
the  livery;  and  another  was  of¬ 
fered,  which  the  lord  mayor  faid 
<s  he  could  not,  confidently  with 
his  duty  to  prefer ve  inviolate  the 
rights  of  the  livery,  admit  to  be 
put:  the  bufinefs  of  the  day  upon 
which  the  livery  were  met  being 
fpecified  in  the  fummons  ifllied  to 
call  them  together,  it  was  his  duty 
i, q  take  cure  that  no  other  bufinefs 


fhould  be  difcu fifed.”  After  much 
altercation  had  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  feveral  fpeakers,  the  lord 
mayor  ordered  the  infignia  of  office 
to  be  taken  up,  and  the  hall  was  of 
courfe  diflolved ;  but  not  before  an 
unanimous  vote  of  cenfure,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Waithman,  was  paf- 
fed  on  the  conduct  of  the  lord 
mayor,  for  this  unprecedented  at¬ 
tack  on  the  deliberative  rights  of 
the  livery  of  Lopdon  in  common 
hall  affe m bled. 

The  prince  of  Wirtero-  , 
berg  arrived  in  town,  waited  1 5 
upon  the  royal  family  at  Bucking- 
ham-houfe,  and  paid  his  refpects  to 
the  princefs  royal,  his  intended 
bride. 

A  general  and  alarming  mutiny 
broke  out  on  board  the  Channel 
fleet,  at  Spithead. — For  a  complete 
narrative  of  this  mutiny,  fee  the 
Appendix  to  the  Chronicle.  , 

The  prince  of  Wirtem- 
berg  let  out  on  his  tour  to  3  ^ 
Bath,  Briftol,  Birmingham,  Oxford,, 
Portfmouth,  and  other  places,  pre¬ 
vious  to  his  marriage. 

This  morning  early  a  fire 
broke  out  at  Mr  Bartlett’s, 
tallow  chandler,  Brewer-ftreet, 
Golden-fquare,  which  in  a  fliorf 
time  confirmed  the  whole  of  the 
premiles,  the  inhabitants  efcaping 
with  only  their  lives.  A  quick 
fupply  of  engines  and  water,  and 
the  great  exertions  of  the  firemen, 
prevented  its  fpreading  further. 

From  Lilbon,  under  the  date 
April  14,  the  following  remarkable 
circumftance  is  thus  Stated:  44  On 
Monday  evening  laft,  a  dreadful 
affray  took  place  at  Belem,  between 
the  foldiers  of  the  twelfth  regiment 
of  light  dragoons  and  our  people. 
It  began  in  a  public-houfe,  where 
two  of  the  foldiers  went  to.  get 
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fome  wine.  The  landlord  would 
not  permit  them  to  go  into  a  room 
to  fit  down  to  drink  it :  this  gave 
rife  to  a  deal  of  abufe  on  both  tides. 
At  lad  the  landlord  drew  a  knife, 
and  dabbed  one  of  the  foldiers,  but 
fortunately  not  dangeroufly ;  the 
foldier  knocked  him  down,  and 
dragged  him  into  the  ftreet,  where 
he  beat  him  heartily.  Our  people 
feeing  their  countryman  fo  roughly 
handled,  took  his  part,  and  pelted 
the  Englifh  with  hones  :  this  alarm¬ 
ed  their  comrades  in  the  barracks, 
who  tallied  out,  and  drove  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  into  the  queen’s  tlables, 
where  they  fuppofed  the  foldiers 
would  not  dare  to  follow  them, 
and  from  the  windows  of  which 
place  they  continued  the  pelting, 
and  wounded  an  officer  and  a  pri¬ 
vate.  This  enraged  the  dragoons  fo 
much,  that  they  drew  their  fwords, 
donned  the  tlables,  broke  down  the 
doors,  and  laid  about  them  without 
mercy.  Our  people,  to  fave  them- 
felves,  jumped  out  of  the  windows, 
and  feveral  of  them  are  much  cut 
and  bruited.  The  Englifli  took 
eight  prifoners  to  the  guard-houfe, 
from  whence  they  have  been  re¬ 
moved  to  another  prifon.  They  will 
be  feverely  puniflied;  and  if  they 
cfcape  hanging,  may  think  them- 
felves  lucky,  as  a  riot  is  confidered 
here  as  a  greater  crime  than  murder. 
In  the  heat  of  the  battle,  the  princefs 
dowager  of  Brazil  happened  to  pafs 
by  in  her  carriage,  the  windows  of 
which  were  broken  by  the  bones 
thrown  from  the  babies;  her  efcu- 
diero  (efquire)  a  man  of  great  con- 
fequence,  a  Jidalgo  (a  nobie)  a  cha¬ 
racter  confidered  in  this  country  as 
facred,  being  above  the  reach  of  the 
laws,  began  to  divert  liimfelf  by 
horfewhipping  the  foldiers  ;  they 
immediately  pulled  Jrim  from  his 


horfe,  treated  him  with  half  a  dozen 
found  Englifh  kicks,  and  carried 
him  prifoner  to  the  guardhoufe.  The 
dragoons  are  obliged  to  be  cautious ; 
and  do  not  go  out  fingly  or  without 
arms,  as  they  run  a  rife  of  being 
affaffmated.  Inquiry  is  making 
by  our  court  to  difcover  the  ring¬ 
leaders;  and  every  body  acquits 
the  Englifh  from  the  fmalleft  degree 
of  blame.” 

As  fome  workmen  were  , 
removing  the  root  of  a  tree,  ,  * 
near  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Burke,  at 
Beaconsfield,  they  found  a  fmall 
urn,  or  earthen  veffel,  in  which  were 
65  Roman  filver  coins,  many  of 
them  in  fine  prefervation.  The 
veffel  not  being  fo  valuable  to  the 
men  as'  the  contents,  was  imme¬ 
diately  broken.  The  coins  con¬ 
fided  of  three  of  Vefpafian,  one  of 
Titus,  three  of  Domitian,  three  of 
Nerva,  fixteen  of  Trajan,  ten  of 
Adrian,  two  of  Sabina,  ten  of  An¬ 
toninus  Pius,  feven  of  Diva  Fauftina, 
four  of  Aurelius  Caefar,  two  of  Lu¬ 
cius  Yerus,  one  of  Marcus  Aurelius, 
and  three  of  Fauhina. 

The  coinage  of  gold  and  filver 
fince  the  Reboration  has  been  as 
under: — Total  coinage d  n 

from  1660 to  1760  -/  44,111,8)7 

Coined  in  the  prefent 

reign  -  -  -  -  51,073,362 


Total  -  95,185,179 


From  which  fum,  deducting  the 
re-coinage,  and  fuppofing,  though 
highly  improbable,  that  full  half  has 
been  illegally  exported  or  manu¬ 
factured,  there  ought  dill  to  remain 
above  forty  millions  in  circulation. 
The  gold  coin  in  circulation  in  1794 
amounted  to  37,500,000  1. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  numbers  of  emigrants  in 

England,. 
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England,  which  has  jufl  been  deli¬ 
vered  in  to  the  duke  of  Portland: 

French  clergy,  fupported  by  go¬ 
vernment  -  5000. 

Lay  people,  ditto,  including  wo¬ 
men  and  children  -  -  2950. 

Clergy,  not  fupported  by  govern¬ 
ment,  or  having  means  in  thern- 
felves,  or  living  by  their  induffry, 
about  -  500. 

Emigrants  not  fupported  by  go¬ 
vernment,  as  having  faved  fome 
wrecks  of  their  fortunes,  including 
old  people,  women,  children,  maid- 
fervants,  &c.  about  -  3000. 

To  which  may  be  added  in  the 
ifland  of  Jerfey  -  700. 

Died. — At  Affon,  the  Rev.  W. 
Mafon,  LL.D.  and  F.  R.  S.  His 
father,  a  clergyman,  was  poffeffed 
of  the  vicarage  of  St.  Trinity,  Hull. 
Mr.  Mafon  was  admitted,  after  a 
preparatory  education,  of  St.  John’s 
College,  Cambridge,  where  he  took 
the  degrees  of  B.A.  and  My  A-  and, 
in  1747,  he  obtained  a  fellowthip  in 
Pembroke  Flail.  In  1754,  he  en¬ 
tered  into  holy  orders,  and  was  pa¬ 
tronized  by  the  then  earl  of  llol- 
dernefs,  who  obtained  for  him  the 
appointment  of  chaplain  to  the 
king,  and  prefented  him  with  the 
valuable  rectory  of  Alton,  in  York- 
fhire.  This  gentleman  was  an 
acknowledged  fcholar,  and  poflelfed 
a  well-founded  claim  to  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  poetical  reputation.  All  that 
could  be  gathered  from  the  Greek 
and  Roman  ftores,  certainly  contri¬ 
buted  to  embellifh  his  ;  although  it 
hasbeenqueftionedby  feveral  critics, 
whether  he  was  enriched  by  any 
great  (hare  of  original  genius.  The 
memorable  epiftle  to  fir  W.  Cham¬ 
bers,  has  been  often  attributed  to  the 
pen  of  Mr.  Mafon,  who,  if  he  were 
the  author  of  it,  certainly  poffeffed 
no  fmall  portion  of  fatirical  hu¬ 


mour,  as  well  as  poetical  ftrength. 
It  is  thought,  however,  to  be  fo  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  general  character  of 
his  other  produ&ions,  that  it  is 
fcarcely,  perhaps,  to  be  confidered 
as  the  offspring  of  his  mind.  It  is 
certain  that  he  never  acknowledged 
it.  In  private  life,  his  character, 
though  with  fomewhat  in  his  man¬ 
ners  beyond  the  mere  dignity  of 
confcious  talents  and  literature,  was 
diftinguifhed  by  philanthropy,  and 
the  molt  fervid  friendfhip.  The 
genius  of  Mr.  Gray  he  eftimated 
with  a  zeal  of  enthufiafm,  aim  off 
“  amounting  to  idolatry.” 

Many  popular  works,  which  were 
attributed  to  the  pen  of  others,  were 
certainly  produced  by  Mr.  Mafon 
His  poftliumous  writings,  when  pub- 
lhhed,  will  not  detract  from  the  taffe 
and  underftandinguniverfally  allow¬ 
ed  to  him.  Of  his  works,  the  elli- 
mation  has  been  various,  and  the 
general  opinion  rather  arbitrary  than 
concentrated.  His  Elfrida  and  Ca- 
ra&acus  tranfcend  any  poems  of  the 
fame  caff,  written  in  imitation  of  the 
ancient  drama,  in  our  own  or  any 
foreign  language  ;  in  the  firft,  the 
didtion  is  elegant  and  fweet,  in  the 
latter,  daring  and  lublime.  The 
former,  in  his  own  opinion,  was  the 
molt  popular  ;  the  latter,  however, 
is  acknowledged  to  be  the  moft  per¬ 
fect,  and  is  fuppofed,  like  Dry  den’s 
ode,  to  hand  unrivalled.  In  thefe 
performances,  are  lentiments  and 
expreffions,  which  would  do  honour 
to  the  defcriptions  and  fimplicity  of 
Shakfpeare.  His  elegies/  particu¬ 
larly  that  on  the  death  of  his  wife, 
and  that  on  the  demife  of  lady 
Coventry,  have  been  generally  read 
and  extolled,  though  not  more  than 
they  deferve,  as  fuperior  in  claffic 
elegance  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  in 
the  Englifh  tongue,  and  expreffing 
4  a  manlinefs 
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£i  manlinefs  and  tendernefs  of  the 
pathetic,  rarely  found  in  the  moft 
poli  filed  elegies  of  Roman  writers. 
The  fplendor  of  genius,  and  accuracy 
of  judgment,  confpicuous  in  his 
dramas,  are  equally  difplayed  in  his 
eharader  as  a  lvric  writer.  His 
quarry  was  bold  and  impetuous, 
and  he  never  fwept  the  ground  with 
an  ignominious  flight.  The  Englilh 
Garden  was  the  publication  on  which 
he  plumed  himfelf  the  moft ;  a  lub- 
ject  rather  treated  with  profeflional 
ikili  than  poetical  (delight,  and  hence 
often  occurs  in  it  a  drynefs  of  ex- 
preflion  and  fterility  of  thought,  the 
natural  confequence  of  long-drawn, 
didactic  inveftigation.  As  precentor 
of  York  cathedral,  he  published  a 
imall  volume  on  church  muflc, 
which  has  alternately  met  with  op- 
pofition  and  applaufe.  In  his  Sappho 
and  Phaon,  he  has  happily  imitated 
the  ftyle  of  Dry  den  and  Metaftalio. 
Should  the  poem  be  finiihed  on 
which  he  was  at  work  fometime 
previoufly  to  his  deceafe,  it  will  be 
feen  with  what  fuccefs  he  lias  mea- 
fured  his  ftrength  againft  Dry  den. 
His  Sermons,  which  are  numerous, 
are  intended  for  publication. 

His  death  was  not  occalioned 
cither  by  old  age  or  inveterate  dif- 
eale:  as  he  was  ftepping  into  his 
chariot,  his  foot  flipped,  and  his  leg 
grazed  againft  the  ltep.  This  ac¬ 
cident  had  taken  place  feveral  days 
before  he  paid  any  attention  to  it ; 
on  April  3d,  however,  a  mortifica¬ 
tion  enl’ued,  which,  in  forty-eight 
hours  time,  clofed  his  life.  Upon 
the  whole,  Mr.  Mafon  may  be  cen- 
fidered  as  a  man  who  merits  to  be 
ranked  with  the  ableft  fupporters  of 
Britifti  literature  and  morals.  He 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Sherman,  of  Kingfton  upon 
Hull?  efq.  who  died,  March  24th, 


1767,  in  her  28th  year,  at  Briftol » 
in  the  north  aile  of  which  cathedral 
he  ereded  to  her  memory  a  neat 
monument  of  white  marble,  appro¬ 
priately  infcribed. 

The  appointment  of  the  four 
canon-residentiaries  of  York  cathe¬ 
dral  is  in  the  gift  of  the  dean,  who 
is  obliged,  by  ftatute,  to  give  the 
vacant  canonry  to  the  firft  man  he 
fees  after  the  vacancy,  capable  of 
taking  it.  Mr.  Markham  was  his 
firft  fight  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Mafon. 

At  her  apartments  in  , 
Store-ltreet,  Mils  Ryves,  a  ^ 
lady  of  confiderable  literary  merit. 
— She  was  well  acquainted  with 
French  and  Italian  literature;  and 
had  made  a  tolerable  progrefs  in  ac¬ 
quiring  the  learned  languages.  Her 
poetical  compofitions  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  vigour,  and  even  an  air 
of  originality ;  this  is  particularly 
apparent  in  her  Addrefs  to  Earl 
Fitzwilliam,  on  the  birth  of  his  fon. 
She  tranflated  from  the  French  Rouf- 
eau;s  Social  Compad,  and  other 
works  of  acknowledged  merit.  Mifs 
Ryves  had  turned  her  attention  to 
the  drama,  and  had  written  a  tra¬ 
gedy  and  a  comedy. — In  private  life 
her  eharader  was  marked  by  unaf- 
eded  gentlenefs  of  temper,  good 
fenle,  and  varied  information. 

At  Laufarme,  in  Switzerland,  S.  A. 
D.  Tiflfot,  M.  D.  who,  for  near  half 
a  century,  enjoyed  a  very  extenfive 
reputation  as  a  phy  fician  and  medical 
writer.  lie  was  one  of  the  earlieft, 
ableft,  and  moft  zealous  vindicators 
of  the  pradice  of  inoculation  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.  His  treatife  on 
this  fubjed,“  L’  Inoculation jvjlifiee,” 
was  published  in  1 754; but  the  works 
which  rendered  him  the  moft  po¬ 
pular  were,  his  “  Avis  au  Penple”  and 
his  treatifes  on  the  health  of  lite¬ 
rary  men,  and  of  people  of  faftiion. 

2  At 
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At  Weft  Bolton,  Mr.  Cooper,  aged 
95. — At  Bamborough,  Mr.  Grey, 
aged  102. — Near  Carlifle,  Ann  Hut¬ 
ton,  aged  101. — At  Meffingham, 
Winfred  Foxon,  aged  104. — Near 
Bampton,  Mr.  Yeatman,  aged  97. 


MAY. 

o  Skiddaw  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  mountains  (called 
the  Cumberland  Alps)  were  covered 
with  a  deeper  fnow,  on  May  lft, 
O.  S.  than  at  any  time  during  the 
months  of  December  and  January 
laft.  In  many  places,  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  the  fnow  fell 
twelve  inches. 

,  A  melancholy  accident 

**  *  happened  this  evening  at 

Plymouth:  two  young  ladies,  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Mr.  Sheppard,  furgeon,  of  the 
dock-yard,  and  another  lady  of  the 
name  of  Grigg,  were  playing  on  one 
of  the  fhip’s  yards,  which  was  at  the 
maft-houfe  to  be  repaired;  when  it 
gave  way  on  a  fudden,  and  the  ladies 
not  being  able  to  extricate  themselves, 
it  rolled  over  them,  which  occalioned 
the  immediate  death  of  the  two  firft, 
who  were  mod  fhockinglv  mangled; 
and  the  other  had  her  leg  broken. 
The  eldeft  of  the  two  lifters  was  15, 
and  the  other  12  years  of  age. 

.  This  night,  between  eight 

and  nine  o’clock,  three  fel¬ 
lows  went  into  the  Three  Compaffes 
public-houfe,  at  Waltham  Abbey, 
kept  by  Mrs.  Gray,  a  widow, 
where  they  continued  drinking  till 
paft  eleven  o’clock  ;  every  perfon 
being  gone,  except  a  young  man,  a 
carpenter,  who  was  desired  by  the 
landlady  to  fit  up  while  they  ftaid; 
this  young  man  feeming  to  be  afleep, 
the  fellows  went  up  to  the  bar,  and 
demanded  the  landlady’s  money. 


Mrs.  Gray  making  fome  refiftance, 
one  of  the  villains  drew  forth  a  piftol, 
and  (hot  her  through  the  left  bread, 
the  ball  coming  out  at  her  neck;  the 
carpenter  ftruggling  with  one  of 
the  men,  another  piftol  was  dis¬ 
charged  at  him,  the  ball  from 
which  entered  the  fleeve  of  his 
coat,  and  came  out  near  the 
elbow,  without  doing  him  any 
material  injury.  A  man  and  his 
wife,  who  lodged  in  the  houfe, 
jumped  out  of  a  one  pair  of  ftairs 
window,  and  Mrs.  Gray  ran  into  the 
ftreet.  Butnotwithftanding  an  alarm 
given,  they  made  off  without  effect¬ 
ing  their  intention  of  robbing  the 
houfe,  and  have  not  yeffbeen  taken. 
Mrs.  Gray  died  fhortly  alter. 

As  a  fifherman,  of  Bidford,  was 
lately  fithing  in  the  Avon,  near 
to  where  the  Arrow  difembogues 
itfelf  into  that  river,  he  caught,  at 
one  draught  of  his  net,  upwards 
of  27  cwt.  of  fifti,  confiding, 
for  the  mod  part,  of  gudgeons, 
roach,  and  dace. 

Lately  was  killed,  at  Berwick,  a 
(hort-horned  ox,  four  years  and 
eleven  months  old,  whofe  four 
quarters,  when  the  tallow  was 
taken  out  of  them,  weighed  145ft. 
3lb. ;  the  tallow  weighed  20ft.  gib.; 
the  hide  8ft.  i  lib. ;  and  the  head, 
tongue,  and  tripes,  &c.  15ft. 

This  evening,  between  ^ 
eight  and  nine  o’clock,  Mr.  / 
Fryer,  of  Southampton-huildings, 
Holborn,  clerk  to  an  attorney,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  young  lady,  his 
coufin,  and  of  his  own  name,  to 
,  whom  he  was  foon  to  be  married, 
was  attacked  in  the  fields  near 
White  Conduit  Houfe  by  three  foot¬ 
pads,  who  fhot  him  through  the 
head,  and  robbed  him  of  his  watch 
and  money. 

The  Bow-ftreet  patrol,  who  were 

within 
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within  a  fhort  diftance  at  the  time, 
on  hearing  the  report  of  a  piftol, 
made  to  the  fpot,  where  they  found 
Mr.  F.  weltering  in  his  blood,  who 
in  a  few  moments  after  expired. 

A  very  fhort  time  before  this 
happened,  a  Mrs.  Park,  an  aged 
woman,  was  hopped  and  robbed  of 
half-a-crown  and  her  watch,  near 
Iliington  Workhoufe,  by  the  fame 
three  villains  ;  and,  on  Friday  night, 
Mr.  Patience,  of  Church-pafl'age, 
Iliington,  was  hopped  near  the 
fame  place,  and  robbed  of  his 
watch  and  cahi.  The  villains  beat 
him  about  the  head  in  fucli  an  in* 
human  manner,  that  he  has  been 
laid  up  ever  fince. 

,  A  moh  inhuman  murder 

was  committed,  about  half 
a  mile  from  Newark,  on  the  road 
leading  to  Balderton.  A  fergeant 
and  two  privates  belonging  to  a 
regiment  of  foot  arrived  at  Newark 
on  Saturday,  with  a  deferter  under 
their  care,  whom  they  were  con¬ 
ducting  to  London. 

In  the  evening,  Fletcher,  one  of 
the  privates,  met  with  one  George 
Willis,  an  Irifhman,  with  whom  he 
had  been  formerly  acquainted ;  they 
drank  pretty  freely  together,  and 
on  the  foldiers  marching  next  day 
he  treated  them  at  feveral  public- 
houfes,  and  accompanied  them  part 
of  the  way  on  the  road,  by  which 
moftof  them  were  much  intoxicated. 

They  had  uot  proceeded  far  be¬ 
fore  the  fergeant  found  a  difficulty 
in  getting  Fletcher  on  the  road  as 
fall  as  he  wifhed;  he  therefore 
marched  with  the  deferter  and  the 
other  foldiers,  and  left  Fletcher 
with  Willis  to  follow  them.  Soon 
afterwards  Willis  wifhed  to  return 
to  Newark,  but  Fletcher  infifted  on 
his  going  with  him,  alleging  that 
he  was  a  deferter.  This  Willis  re* 


fufed  to  do,  when  Fletcher  threaten¬ 
ed  to  fhoot  him  if  he  would  not, 
and  immediately  fired  befide  his 
legs,  with  a  view  of  intimidating 
him.  Fletcher  then  reloaded  his 
piece,  and  they  walked  together 
about  60  yards,  when  Willis  would 
go  no  further,  and  dared  Fletcher  to 
fire  at  him.  On  this,  Fletcher,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  four  yards, 
deliberately  took  aim  at  him,  and 
fhot  him  through  the  body.  A 
coroner’s  inqueft  fat  on  the  body, 
and  gave  in  a  verdift  of  wilful  mur¬ 
der  agaiuft  Fletcher,  on  which  he 
was  committed  to  Nottingham 
gaol,  to  take  his  trial  at  the  next 
affizes. — Willis,  the  deceafed,  had 
worked  at  Newark  a  fhort  time  as 
a  looking-glafs  frame-maker,  but 
was  much  better  known  in  the 
country  by  the  name  of  Sutton, 
having  travelled  feveral  years  with 
Mr.  Jones,  as  a  rider  and  tumbler. 

Laft  week,  a  young  woman,  of 
North  Curry,  Somerfet,  after  eating 
about  fix  pounds  of  pork,  vegetables, 
Szc.  for  dinner,  undertook  to  eat 
feven  four-penny  eafter  cakes,  which 
fhe  accomplifhed  with  great  eafe ; 
and  drank  three  four-penny  glafles 
of  brandy,  to  keep  the  fame  from 
rifing  on  her  ftomach. 

Another  common  hall 
was  held  at  Guildhall,  when  111 
feveral  ftrong  refolutions  were  en¬ 
tered  into,  declaratory  of  the  rights 
of  the  livery ;  aflerting,  4  that  his 
majefty’s  minifters  have  wantonly- 
plunged  this  nation  into  an  unjuft 
and  unnecefiary  war,  which  has  pro¬ 
duced  a  feries  of  calamities  un¬ 
exampled  in  hiftory;  an  enormous 
increafe  of  public  debt ;  an  alarming 
diminution  of  our  trade  and  manu¬ 
factures  ;  an  abridgment  of  our 
rights  and  privileges:  a  fhameful 
profufion  of  our  national  wealth,  by 

fubfidifing 
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fubfidiiing  allies  abroad,  and  fup- 
porting  a  fyftem  of  corruption  at 
home,  to  the  deflruction  of  public 
credit— thus  evincing  a  difpofition 
to  facrifiee  the  blood,  treafure,  and 
liberties  of  the  kingdom,  in  fup- 
port  of  meafures  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  dero¬ 
gatory  to  the  dignity  and  fafety 
of  the  king,  and  inconfiftent  with 
the  happinefs  of  the  people ;  di¬ 
recting  their  reprefentatives  in  par¬ 
liament  to  move  for  an  addrels  to 
the  king,  4  to  difmifs  his  p relent 
minifters,  as  the  molt  likely  means 
of  obtaining  a  fpeedy  and  perma¬ 
nent  peace;’  and  concluding  with 
a  cenfure  on  the  lord  mayor,  who, 
4  by  diffolving  the  laft  common 
hall  on  a  frivolous  and  unfounded 
pretence  of  the  irrelevance  of  the 
refolution  which  was  moved  to  the 
occafion  on  which  the  hall  was 
affembled,  by  refuting  to  convene 
another  common  hall  for  all  the 
purpofes  fpeciiied,  on  a  like  frivo¬ 
lous  and  unfounded  pretence  of  the 
livery  of  London  not  being  a  deli¬ 
berative  body ;  and  by  convening 
the  prefent  common  hall  for  pur¬ 
pofes  ftiort  of  thofe  which  are 
fpeciiied  in  the  requifition,  has  vio¬ 
lated  the  rights  of  the  livery,  has 
fullered  his  political  attachments 
to  warp  his  official  conduct,  and 
proved  himfelf  to  be  utterly  unde¬ 
serving  of  the  confidence  of  his 
conftituents/ 

Thefe  refolutious,  having  been 
carried  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
perfons  prefent,  were  ordered  to 
be  publifiied  once  in  all  the  news¬ 
papers  in  Great  Britain. 

The  following  is  the  counter¬ 
declaration  of  the  livery  of  London, 
to  that  agreed  to  at  the  common 
hall : 

4  We,  the  tmderfigned  livery  of 


*3l 

London,  think  it  neceflary  to  make 
this  public  declaration  of  our  diffent, 
and  full  difapprobation  of  the  feve- 
ral  violent  proceedings  at  the  three 
laft  common  halls,  held  in  this 
city. 

4  In  common  with  our  fellow- 
citizens,  we  deplore  the  evils  of 
war,  and  earneftly  pray  for  the  re¬ 
turn  of  peace :  we  have  beheld, 
with  fatisfadtion,  the  repeated  ef¬ 
forts  of  government  to  put  an  end 
to  hoflilities ;  and  we  trull  thofe 
efforts  will  be  continued,  until  fuch 
a  peace  maybe  obtained  as  Englilh- 
men  ought  to  defire— fuch  a  peace 
as  may  preferve  the  independence, 
the  honour,  and  the  commercial  in- 
terefts  of  this  great  nation. 

‘  And  we  think  it  expedient  fur¬ 
ther  to  declare  our  averfion  and 
abhorrence  of  all  proceedings  tend¬ 
ing  to  excite  difcord,  at  a  time 
when  unanimity  is  fo  eftentially 
neceffary;  or  fo  fanction  meafures 
of  turbulence,  when  the  good  or¬ 
der  of  the  country  is  the  imperious 
duty  of  every  Briton  to  maintain. 
Every  deviation  from  that  line  of 
conduct  mull  ftimulate  our  enemies 
to  rife  in  their  demands,  and  muff 
place  the  profpebt  of  reconciliation 
at  a  greater  diftance. 

4  In  the  name  of  peace,  then;  we 
fubfcribe:  and  we  invite  our  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  livery  to  join  us  in 
giving  our  fovereign  that  faithful 
fupport  which  we  owe  to  him ;  and 
to  our  fellow  fubjedls  throughout 
the  united  kingdoms,  that  example 
which  will  belt  tend  to  fecure  our 
national  happinefs,  and  to  preferve 
to  ourfelves,  and  to  our  pofterity,  the 
advantages  of  our  free  conftitution/ 
[The  above  declaration  was  fpeedily 
ligned  by  above  tJooo  perfons.] 

Tuesday  lali,  his  moll  fe-  . 
rcne  highnefs  the  hereditary  1 3 
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prince  of  Wirtemberg  came  to  the 
apartments  prepared  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  his  molt  ferene  highnefs  at 
St,  James’s. 

1  th  ^  ^reac^  broke  out 
^  *  yefterday  morning,  at  three 

o’clock,  at  a  tobaceonift’s  fhop  in  the 
High-ftreet,  in  the  Borough,  oppo¬ 
site  the  Marlhalfea  prifon,  which 
raged  with  great  fury  for  fome 
hours,  and  was  at  length,  by  the 
exertions  of  the  firemen,  got  under 
with  the  lofs  of  the  Black  Bull 
public-houfe,  a  pork-fhop,  a  paftry- 
cook’s  fhop,  and  a  mercer’s ;  befides 
doing  confiderable  mifchief  to  two 
rows  of  houfes,  one  in  Maypole- 
alley,  the  other  in  Redcrofs-alley, 
both  immediately  adjacent.  Very 
happily  no  lives  were  loft. 

The  coronation  of  the  emperor 
Paul  I.  was  performed  at  Mofcow 
on  the  1 6th  ultimo.  His  imperial 
majefty  was  to  leave  that  city  on 
the  18th  in  ft  ant,  to  make  a  journey 
to  Aftracan.  The  emprefs  will  re¬ 
turn  to  Peterfburgh,  where  the  em¬ 
peror  will  alfo  return  on  the  day  of 
St.  Peter  and  Paul.  After  the  ce¬ 
remony  was  completed,  his  majefty 
with  his  own  hand  threw  money 
among  the  people.  45,000  pieces 
of  ftlver  money,  each  of  the  value 
of  twenty-five  copecs,  were  coined 
for  this  occafion. 

1  S'  th  Phis  day  took  place  the  ce¬ 

lebration  of  the  nuptials,  be* 
tween  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg  and 
princefs  royal.— For  a  full  account, 
fee  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle. 

,1  A  coroner’s  inqueft  was 
1“'  *  held  on  the  body  of  William 

Ilutchinfon,  at  Old  ton,  in  the  pari  ill 
of  Norbury,  StafFordftftre.  It  ap¬ 
peared  that,  on  Wednefday  night 
laft,  the  unfortunate  man,  with 
James  Jenks,  his  wife,  and  five 
Voys  and  girls,  (who  worked  in  a 


brick-yard  at  Oulton),  retired  1(5 
reft  in  a  hut  fcarcely  big  enough 
to  contain  them ;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  not  taking  proper  care  of 
the  fire,  early  on  Thurfday  morning 
their  miferable  dwelling  was  in 
flames.  Hutchinfon  was  literally 
burnt  to  a  cinder;  one  of  the  girls 
was  fo  much  burnt,  that  fhe  is  fince 
dead;  and  Jenks  is  not  expe&ed  to 
recover.  The  others  efcaped  with¬ 
out  fuftaining  any  material  injury. 

Newcaftle . — This  evening,  a  moft 
tremendous  ftorm  of  thunder  and 
lightning  came  on,  which,  by  vari¬ 
ous  accounts,  feems  to  have  ex¬ 
tended  over  all  the  northern  parts 
of  the  country,  and  to  have  been 
the  moft  terrific  ever  witnefled  in 
the  memory  of  man.  In  many 
places  the  lightning  darted  in  every 
diredion,  and  the  peals  of  thunder 
fucceeded  with  fuch  force  and  ra¬ 
pidity,  that  the  dates  on  the  roofs 
of  houfes  were  for  feveral  minutes 
agitated  by  a  tremulous  motion. 
The  corrul’cations  -were  not  con¬ 
fined  to  one  or  two,  but  confided  of 
three,  four,  or  five  inftantaneous 
flafhes,  and  kept  up  a  tremendous 
roll  of  thunder  for  more  than 
twenty  minutes;  the  fall  of  rain 
during  that  period  could  only  be 
compared  to  the  burfting  of  a  water- 
lpout.  —  At  Hull,  the  lightning  ftii- 
vered  the  mizen-top-maft  of  the 
lb  ip  Latona,  lying  in  the  roads,  and 
at  the  fame  inftant  ftruck  the  fecond 
mate;  his  hair  was  finged,  his  fhirt 
neck  was  burnt,  and  he  was  lightly 
fcorched  in  different  parts,  but  is 
fince  recovered.  In  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  we  are  informed  that  fome 
cattle  were  killed. — It  is  remark¬ 
able,  that  in  the  midland  counties 
the  lightning  was  equally  vivid,  but 
unaccompanied  by  thunder  or  rain. 

The  city  of  Briftol,  and  its 

vicinity, 


vicinity,  experienced  a  moft  awful 
and  tremendous  ftorm  of  thunder, 
lightning  and  rain.  Two  tene- 
ments  near  the  fiih-  pond,  and  a 
houfe  at  Almondfbury,  were  greatly 
damaged  ;  the  occupiers  received  no 
injury. 

Margaret  Catchpole,  a 
young  woman  in  boys 
clothes,  was  fully  committed  to 
Newgate  for  trial,  for  healing  a 
horfe  at  Ipfwich  in  Suffolk,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Mr.  Cobbold.  It  appeared 
that  (he  had  ftolen  the  horfe  at 
twelve  at  night,  on  Tuefday  laft,  at 
Ipfwich,  and  was  apprehended  on 
Thurfday  morning  in  London,  offer¬ 
ing  the  horfe  for  sale  for  50  guineas. 
She  had  rode  the  horfe  from  Ipf¬ 
wich,  70  miles,  the  preceding  day, 
in  boy's  clothes. 

The  duke  of  Wirtemberg  has  a 
library  at  Stutgard  of  100,000  vo¬ 
lumes.  His  ferene  highnefs  is  a 
great  collector  of  ancient  books, 
or,  as  a  French  writer  terms  it, 
a  la  grand  fur eur  des  livres  anciens. 
He  has  often  travelled  in  purfuit  of 
them,  and  gives  liberal  prices*  His 
colledion  of  bibles  is  unique ;  they 
amount  to  nine  thoufand,  all  differ-* 
ent  editions,  and  of  all  languages; 
and  it  is  fupposed  that  three 
thoufand  more  are  yet  wanting  to 
render  it  complete.  This  library 
contains  more  than  two  thoufand 
volumes  printed  before  the  year 
1500,  and  a  complete  colledion  of 
the  memoirs  of  all  fovereign  fami¬ 
lies  and  towns. 

.t  The  gallant  general  Kof- 
**  ’  ciufko  arrived  m  the  river 

Thames,  on  board  a  Swedilh  veffel, 
attended  by  many  Poliffi  officers, 
who  are  going  with  him  to  America. 
He  is  incurably  wounded  in  the  head, 
has  three  bayonet  wounds  in  his 
Vol.  X£XIX. 


back,  and  part  of  his  thigh  carried 
away  by  a  cannon-shot ;  and  with 
the  excruciating  torments  thofe 
wounds  occafion,  as  he  cannot  move 
himfelf,  he  amtifes  his  hours  with 
drawing  iandfeapes.  He  fpeaks  with 
the  molt  lively  gratitude  of  the  pre- 
fent  emperor  of  Ruffia;  hut  he 
makes  great  complaint,  that  his 
wounds  w^ere  long  negleded  after  he 
was  made  prifoner. 

Hied  lately,  near  Exeter,  in  an 
advanced  age,  James  Pitman,  efq.  a 
man  fo  penurious  as  aim  oft  to  deny 
himfelf  and  family  the  common  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life,  although  he  died 
poffefted  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  nearly  £.  200,000  !  accumulated, 
for  the  moft  part,  by  avarice  and 
the  bppreffion  of  his  relations,  te¬ 
nants,  &c.  For  many  years  paft  he 
lived  in  a  fmall  cottage,  ading  un¬ 
der  the  impreffion  that,  “  faving  is 
getting,”  and  let  to  rent  the  family 
manfion-houfe,  becaufe  he  chofe  to 
forego  the  comforts  which  wealth 
produces,  and  to  ffiut  out  hofpitality 
from  his  family  at  large.  A  few 
years  ago  he  was  made  one  of  the 
juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  county, 
but  foon  perceiving  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  perquifites,  &c.  accruing  from 
the  office,  his  mercenary  ambition 
led  him  to  commit  numherlefs  pal¬ 
try  depredations  on  the  purfes  of  the 
poor  individuals  who  folicited  from 
him  an  equal  diftribution  of  the 
laws ;  at  length,  however,  he  was 
ignominioufly  ejected  from  the  lift 
of  juftices. 

This  debafement  of  his  public 
character  did  not  check  his  ufual 
avaricious  career;  he  even  went  fo 
far  as  to  treat  his  children,  who  had 
independent  fortunes,  which  ntuft 
devolve  on  him  at  their  deaths, 
with  fuch  inhumanity,  that  they  ab- 
*U  Tolu  tely 
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folutely  funk  under  the  weight  of  his 
ufage,  and  died,  ultimately,  in  early 
youth.  On  his  death -bed  he  would 
not  permit  the  ulual  attendance  on 
fickness  to  be  near  him ;  nor  would 
he  fuffer  even  a  farthing  ruth-light 
to  died  its  dim  rays  round  his  wails. 
To  l'um  up  his  character,  it  may  be 
affirmed,  that  in  him  each  natural 
feeling  was  facrificed  to  gold;  and 
that,  as  he  lived  detefted  by  fociety, 
he  died  amid  the  filent  rejoicing  of 
all  who  knew  him. 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at 
Cowbit,vnear  Spalding,  Lincoln,  aged 
§5,  Mr.  David  Whitfed,  farmer  and 
grazier;  and  about  fix  in  the  eve¬ 
ning,  aged  74,  Mrs.  Whitfed,  his 
wife.  They  had  been  married  up¬ 
wards  of  50  years,  were  a  remark¬ 
ably  happy  couple,  and  had  often 
expreffed  a  defire  of  not  furviving 
each  other,  and  wilhed.  to  be  buried 
at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame 
grave. 

At  Sheldwich  Lees,  in  her  104th 
year,  Alice  Pilcher,  wujow  ;  by  two 
hatbands,  the  had  had  nine  children, 
whole  children  and  grand  children 
have  inereafed  to  upwards  of  140  in 
number.  She  retained  the  ufe  of  her 
faculties  furprifingly,  and  was  able 
to  read  without  fpectacles  till  with¬ 
in  tw*o  years  before  her  death. 

At  Wickham,  Mrs.  Bates,  aged 
95.— Near  Prefcot,  W.  P.  Gotham, 
efq,  aged  97 . — At  Bolton le  Moors, 
Mr.  Coe,  aged  97.— -At  Cartmel, 
'John  Carter,  aged  94. 

At  Rothwell  workhoufe,  in  Leeds 
paridi,  Mary  Grave,  aged  96.  She 
could  read,  knit,  and  few,  without 
fpectacles,  and  retained  the  ufe  of 
all  her  faculties  till  within  half  an 
hour  of  her  deceafe. 

At  Bilfon,  Faith  Gibson,  aged 


JUNE. 

This  morning,  at  eight  ? 
o'clock,  their  ferene  high- 
ne fifes  the  prince  and  princefs  of 
Wirtemberg  left  England  for  Ger¬ 
many;  the  prince  and  princefs,  in 
the  king's  travelling  chaife ;  gene¬ 
ral  Garth,  the  countefs  of  Ayles¬ 
bury,  and  lady  Charlotte  Bruce,  in 
one  of  the  queen’s  coaches;  and  in 
another  carnage  the  attendants;  ef- 
corted  by  a  party  of  light  dragoons. 
The  company  breakfasted  at  the 
apartments  in  $t. James's  palace,  and 
fet  off  from  the  garden  gate.  None 
of  the  royal  family  were  prefent,  as 
they  had  taken  leave  the  preceding 
night  at  twelve  o’clock.  The  prin¬ 
cefs  on  letting  off  endeavoured  to  ap¬ 
pear  cheerful,  but  the  faltering  ac¬ 
cents  with  which  Hie  bade  her  at¬ 
tendants  and  the  furrounding  multi¬ 
tude  farewell,  befpoke  the  agitation 
of  her  mind. 

This  morning  were  exe-  , 
cuted  at  the  front  of  New¬ 
gate,  Clinch  and  Mackley,  for  the 
robbery  and  murder  of  Mr.  Fryer, 
in  Iflington  fields.—- An  extremely 
difagreeable  circumftance  that  oc¬ 
curred,  fhortened  the  period  that  is 
ufually  allowed  to  men  in  their  un¬ 
happy  fituations*  The  floor  of  the 
fcatfold,  from  fome  previous  mifma- 
nagement,  gave  way,  and  precipi¬ 
tated  into  the  area  of  the  apparatus 
Meffieurs  Villette  and  Gaffy,  (the 
latter  a  Catholic  prieft  who  attended 
Clinch),  and  the  two  executioners. 
Mr.  fheriff  Staines  had  himfelf  a 
very  narrow  efcape. 

Mr.  Gaffy,  being  a  lufty  man, 
was  feverely  hurt :  he  was  obliged 
to  be  bled,  and  was  more  than  four 
hours  in  the  keeper’s  houfe,  before 
he  was  able  to  be  fent  home  in  a 

fedan 
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fedan  chair.  Mr.  Villette  efcaped 
with  a  flight  bruife. — The  two  ma¬ 
lefactors  fwuHg  off  with  their  dis¬ 
torted  features  expofed  to  the  view  of 
the  diflreifed  fpectators.  By  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  Mr.  Ramfden,  the  prifon 
furgeon,  however,  the  cap  was  drawn 
over  their  faces  afterwards.  Their 
bodies  were  removed  to  a  proper 
place  for  the  purpofe  of  diffection 
and  expofure. 

. i  About  two  o’clock  in  the 

i  '  morning,  a  fire  was  difco- 
vered  in  a  large  corn-mill,  ere&ed 
on  the  banks  of  the  Leeds  and  Li¬ 
verpool  canal,  at  Wigan.  It  was 
then  atfuch  a  height,  that  no  check 
could  be  given  ;  and  the  mill,  with 
the  corn,  meal,  flour,  utenfils,  and 
the  books,  were  entirely  confumed. 
It  is  fuppofed  the  misfortune  was 
caufed  by  its  being  overworked,  and 
the  fpindles  too  much  heated.  A 
great  number  of  poor  farmers  are 
fufferers,  who  had  corn  in  the  mill 
to  a  large  amount.  The  damage  is 
between  3  and  4,000!.  of  which 
1,3001.  is  uninfured. 

The  duke  of  Wirtemberg’s 
portion  of  80,000 1.  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  with  our  princefs  royal, 
was  invefled  laft  week  in  the  3  per 
cents,  where  it  now  Hands  as  flock, 
value  165,0001.  The  truftees,  in 
whole  hands  the  dowry  of  the  prin¬ 
cefs  of  Wirtemberg  is  veiled,  are  the 
lord  chancellor,  Mr.  Pitt,  fir  John 
Coxe  Hippefley,  and  Mr.  Coutts. 

Jafper  Danford,  of  Bramfield, 
while  riding  the  fliafts  of  a  Inroad- 
wheeled  waggon,  his  back  reclined 
to  the  horfes,  was  preffed  fo  violent¬ 
ly  again!!  the  head  of  a  maple-tree, 
which  grew  on  a  bank  and  projected 
over  the  road,  as  to  occalion  his  im¬ 
mediate  death. 

All  the  green  part  of  the  fells, 


on  the  ridge  of  mountains  which 
extend  from  the  northern  part  of 
York fh ire  to  Brampton,  in  Cum¬ 
berland,  are  covered  with  fwarms 
of  infers,  of  a  dark  brown  colour, 
which,  in  flze  and  fhape,  referable 
caterpillars.  They  cover  the  herb¬ 
age  fo  profufely,  that  the  cattle 
cannot  poffibly  graze  without  fwal- 
lowing  great  numbers  of  them. 

Downing-ftreety  J  une  9,  1 797 . — A 
meflenger  arrived  yeflerday  at  lord 
Grenville’s  office,  from  fir  Charles 
Whitworth,  K.B.  his  rnajefly’s  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
Peterfburgh,  with  his  imperial  ma- 
jefty’s  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  concluded  between  his 
majefty  and  the  emperor  of  lluffia. 
The  ratifications  were  exchanged 
at  Mofcow,  on  the  17th  ult. 

At  Sunderland,  W.  Maddifon,  a 
mariner,  being  intoxicated,  was 
warned  by  the  fey-ftanders,  not  to 
take  a  leap  off  the  quay  into  a 
keel,  which  he  was  meditating— 
when  he  replied,  with  a  volley  of 
oaths,  that  “  he  would  go  to  hell 
in  a  hying  leap,”  and  inftantly 
jumping  off,  his  bread;  (truck  with 
fuch  violence  againft  the  gunwale, 
as  to  occalion  his  immediate  death. 

This  evening  capt.Hearne,  , 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  12il* 
packet,  arrived  at  the  Admiralty, 
with  an  account  of  the  fafe  arrival 
at  Cruxhaven,  on  Monday  night,  at 
nine  o’clock,  of  their  ferene  high- 
neffes  the  prince  and  princefs  of 
Wirtemberg,  in  good  health  and 
lpirits. 

A  monument  in  Weflminfler- 
abbey,  executed  at  the  coil  of  Albany 
Wallis,  eiq.  was  this  day  opened 
to  public  view.  Garrick  is  repre- 
l'ented  at  full  length,  in  an  animated 
*  D  2  pofftiotij 
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pofition,  throwing  aftde  a  curtain, 
which  difcoveis  the  medallion  of 
the  great  poet  whom  he  has  iliuf- 
trated  ;  while  Tragedy  and  Comedy, 
adorned  with  their  refpeclive  em- 
bl  ems,  and  half  feated  on  a  pedeftal, 
feem  to  approve  the  tribute.  The 
inlcription,  by  Mr.  Pratt,  is  as 
follows : 

To  the  memory  of  David  Garrick , 
who  ditci  in  the  year  1779, 
at  the  age  of  63. 

To  paint  fair  Nature,  by  divine  command, 
Her  magic  pencil  in  bis  glowing  hand, 

A  Shakfpeare  rofe— -then,  to  expand  his 
fame 

Wide  o’er  this  breathing  world,  a  Garrick 
came. 

Though  funk  in  death  the  forms  the  Poet 
drew, 

The  Actor’s  genius  bade  them  breathe 
anew. 

Though,  like  the  Bard  himfelf,  in  night 
they  lay, 

Immortal  Garrick  call’d  them  back  to  day. 
And  til!  Eternity,  with  pow’r  fublime, 

Shall  mark  the  mortal  hour  of  hoary  Time, 
Shakfpeare  and  Garrick  like  twin  liars  (hall 
thine, 

And  earth  irradiate  with  a  beam  divine. 

This  monument,  the  tribute  of  a 
Jriend,  was  eredied,  179 7, 

This  day,  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  e after n  end  of  the  Kennet 
and  Avon  canal  was  opened,  by 
order  of  the' chairman  and  com¬ 
mittee  of  management.  From  the 
lubltantial  execution  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  work,  it  appears  to  be 
now  capable  of  accommodating  the 
trade  of  that  populous  neighbour¬ 
hood.  Eleven  miles  of  coal  canal 
will  be  completed,  according  to 
calculation,  in  about  eight  months 
time,  at  the  expence  of  32,000!. 
and  the  remaining  fix  miles  in 
eighteen  months  time,  at  the  addi¬ 
tional  expence  of  17,450  b  It  is 
expended  that,  by  that  period,  the 
Kennet  and  Avon  canal  will  be 
fimfhed,  from  Devizes  to  its  jun&ion 


with  the  Somerfet  canal,  which  will 
fen  alio  form  a  junction  with  the 
Wilts  and  Berks  canal. 

A  fort  of  public  library  has  been 
recently  opened  at  Bamborough 
caftie,  by  the  direction  ot  the  truftees 
for  managing  the  eftutes  of  the  late 
lord  Crewe.  The  library  is  chiefly 
a  donation  from  the  late  rev.  J, 
Sharp,  grandfon  of  the  archbifliop 
of  York  of  that  name,  arid  contains 
the  moft  valuable  parts  of  the  li¬ 
brary  of  that  prelate  (being  a  com- 
prehenfive  collection  of  books  in 
all  branches  of  literature,  particu¬ 
larly  theology,  eccleflaftical  hiftory, 
Englifli  hiftory,  the  beft  editions  of 
daffies,  political  pamphlets,  &c.) 
with  the  addition  of  forne  other 
collections.  It  appears,  that  the 
charitable  inftitutions,  which  now 
flourifli  at  Bamborough  cattle,  have 
received  much  of  their  progreflive 
improvement  from  the  Dr.  J. Sharp, 
firth  mentioned,  who  not  only  raifed 
the  great  tower  from  a  ftate  of 
ruins,  and  convened  it  into  a  com¬ 
modious  manfton  for  himfelf  and 
his  fucceffors,  but  provided  that  it 
might  never  want  fufticient  funds 
for  future  reparation.  From  1758 
to  his  death,  he  expended  confider- 
able  turns,  for  the  benefit  of  thefe 
charities,  with  little  afliftance  from 
the  truftees.  The  library  is  open 
to  the  public  one  day  in  every  week. 

The  mutiny  at  the  Nore  , 
terminated,  and  Parker,  the  ^ 
principal  of  the  mutineers,  and  his 
co-ddegates,  were,  taken  into  cuf- 
tody. 

This  day,  about  noon,^^ 
came  on  fhore  on  St.  Minivers 
Sands,  Cornwall,  within  the  entrance 
of  Pad  flow  harbour,  a  large  whale, 
meafuring  nearly  70  feet  in  length. 
The  country  people,  as  foon  as  the 
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tide  ferved,  fell  to  with  their  axes, 
&c.  and,  as  the  ploughs  could  get 
alongfide,  foon  cut  and  carried  off 
every  part,  except  what  was  buried 
in  the  fand.  It  feems  the  fith  was 
living  when  it  came  afhore,  as  feve- 
ral  people  faw  it  that  morning  off 
at  lea,  with  its  tail  upward,  and 
which  appeared  to  them  like  the 
trunk  of  a  tree. 

During  a  tremendous 
15  *  fform  in  the  parifh  of  Wad- 
hurft,  a  ball  of  fire  palled  fo  near  to 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  George  Pecham, 
that  it  feorched  his  face,  whilfi 
looking  out  of  one  of  his  windows. 
The  fluid  fubfcance  fell  on  a  fmall 
filed  near  the  houfe,  but  did  no 
material  damage, 

A  whirlwind,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  much  rain,  happened 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chichefter. 
Its  courfe  was  two  miles,  and  its 
breadth  about  100  yards.  It  did 
fome  damage,  by  fplitting,  at  its 
commencement,  a  large  tree,  in  a 
very  curious  manner  ;  and  towards 
its  termination,  in  rooting  up  two 
or  three  trees,  and  unroofing  hovels, 
&c.  Ac. — In  the  afternoon,  at  the 
end  of  a  very  heavy  fliower,  a 
whirlwind  of  less  force  was  noticed 
in  the  parilh  of  Stopham. 

2  i  The  wife  of  Richard 
^  *  Parker  the  mutineer,  yef- 
terday  prefented  a  petition  to  the 
earl  of  Morton,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  queen,  in  favour  of  her  unfor¬ 
tunate  hufband :  lhe  expreffed  an 
earneft  defire  to  the  attendants  in 
the  guard  chamber,  that  flie  might 
have  an  anfwer  from  her  majeffy. 
Her  deportment  was  becoming  her 
unhappy  fituation.  She  appeared 
to  be  about  forty  years  of  age. 

The  king  has  iflhed  his  warrant, 
to  empower  Mr.  Bolton,  of  Soho, 


to  execute  a  confiderable  coinage  of 
penny  and  twopenny  pieces. 

Plymouth.  —  Yefterday 
morning  the  court  martial  ^  * 
commenced  on  the  marines  who 
have  been  fo  long  in  confinement  in 
the  cells  at  the  citadel  here,  on 
account  of  the  mutiny  at  the  ma¬ 
rine  barracks  in  Stonehoufe,  about 
a  month  ago.  The  court  was  held 
in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  new 
hofpital,  in  the  garrifon..  Lee,  the 
principal  of  the  mutineers,  was  the 
firft  arraigned,  and  a  great  many 
witneffes  agamft  him  were  exa¬ 
mined  ;  by  whofe  depofitions  it 
appears,  that  a  plan  of  the  moft 
diabolical  and  deftructive  nature  was 
forme  ]  by  Lee  and  Ids  affociates, 
and  would  have  been  productive  of 
inconceivable  miff  hief,  had  their 
defigns  not  been  early  difcovered : 
it  appeals  that  as  many  as  Lee  won 
over  to  his  purpofe,  affembled  on 
the  hill  at  Stonehoufe  on  the  Sunday 
when  the  plot  was  intimated  to  the 
commander  of  the  marines’  corps, 
and  there  took  an  oath  of  fee  re*  y 
in  the  following  manner :  a  book 
was  placed  on  the  grafs,  which 
the  perfon  about  to  fwear  was  to 
take  up,  and  after  he  had  taken  the 
oath,  to  replace  it  on  the  fame  fpot; 
and  the  like  ceremony  was  per¬ 
formed  by  all  that  were  then  af¬ 
fembled  :  after  the  whole  were 
fworn,  the  nature  of  the  plot  was 
difclofed  to  them  by  Lee ;  the  lead¬ 
ing  features  of  which  were,  to  fire 
the  magazine  at  the  barracks, 
Hegham  Point,  Ac.  to  liberate  the 
French  prifoners,  and  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  overturn  the 
eftablflhed  government  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  murder  every  perfon 
that  might  attempt  the  leafl  oppo¬ 
sition  to  their  defign.  Lee  alfo  told 
*  D  3  them, 
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them,  that  they  were  to  be  aided  by 
the  58th  regiment,  and  the  crews 
of  two  fhips  then  in  a  ftate  of  mu¬ 
tiny  :  this  feems  to  have  been  the 
outline  of  the  plot, — Lee’s  trial 
ended,  Coffy  was  immediately 
brought  to  the  bar. 

,  This  afternoon,  during  a 
D  '  '  violent  thunder-ftorrn,  a  ball 
of  fire  entered  the  dwelling-houfe  of 
Mr.  Calli®,  of  Mears- Abbey,  near 
Wellingborough,  Northamptonfhire, 
fet  fire  to  the  clothes  of  a  young 
lady  who  was  there  on  a  vifit,  and 
burnt  her  in  fo  blocking  a  manner, 
that  her  life  is  defpaired  of.  The 
lioufe  was  alfo  fet  on  fire,  but  was 
happily  extinguiihed  without  much 
damage. 

O 

This  day  the  court  mar¬ 
tial  affembled  on  the  trial  of 
the  marines,  when  Coffy  was  again 
brought  up,  and  the  further  evi¬ 
dence  againft  him  examined  ;  the 
nature  of  which  was  much  to  the 
fame  purport  as  that  adduced  on 
the  trial  of  Lee.  After  Coffy  was 
done  with,  M/Gorman  was  put  on 
his  trial.  And  after  the  evidence 
was  examined,  the  court  adjourned. 

This  day,  Mr.  Oliver,  of 
2  ’Haxey,  in  the  file  of  Axholme, 
and  Mr.  Huntington,  officers  of 
Doncafter  excife,  having  taken 
shelter  under  a  tree  in  Mr.  Simon 
How’s  garth,  during  a  very  heavy 
biower  of  rain,  accompanied  with 
thunder  and  lightning,  Mr.  Oliver 
was  inftantly  killed,  his  coat  lleeve 
and  Ihirt  were  torn  from  one  arm, 
his  flioes  quite  demoliflied,  and  a 
pair  of  fteel  buckles  which  he  had 
on,  melted.  Mr.  Huntington  was 
materially  (hocked,  but  afteraffiort 
time,  recovered  his  fenfes.  He  was 
unable  to  walk  ;  his  hand  and  fide 
appeared  to  have  been  much  affect¬ 


ed,  and  his  watch-glafs  was  broken 
to  pieces. 

Near  Bridlington  a  mill  was  con- 
fiderahly  fliattered,  and  two  perfon® 
killed  ;  a  young  man,  fon  of  the  mil¬ 
ler,  and  Mr.  Fenwick,  who  had 
taken  refuge  there  from  the  ftorm. 
Mr.  Peacock,  a  Wefleyan  preacher, 
who  was  alfo  in  the  mill,  was  much 
hurt. 

Parker,  the  mutineer,  was  o 
executed  on  board  the  Sand-  ^ 
wich,  at  Blackftakes. 

Died. — In  Charlotte-ftreet,  ^ 
Bloomffiury,  George  Keate, 
efq.  F.R.S.A.S.  He  was  articled  as 
a  clerk  to  the  late  Mr.  Palmer, 
fteward  to  the  duke  of  Bedford ; 
whence  he  removed  to  the  Inner 
Temple,  but  never  pradifed  the 
law7.  He  puhlifhed,  “  An  Account 
of  the  Government,  Hiftory,  and 
Laws  ofGeneva,”  1761, 8vo  ; 44  The 
Temple  Student,  an  Epiftle  to  a 
Friend,”  1765,  4to ;  44  Ferney,  an 
Epiftle  to  M.  de  Voltaire,”  1768, 
4 to  ;  44  The  Monument  in  Arcadia, 
a  dramatic  Poem,  in  two  ads,”  1773, 
4to  ;  44  Sketches  from  Nature,  taken 
and  coloured  in  a  Journey  to  Mar¬ 
gate,”  in  two  volumes,  1773,  in 
i2mo.  In  1781  he  publibied  his 
poetical  works,  in  two  vols.  i2mo. 
with  a  dedication  to  Dr.  Heberden, 
and  an  excellent  likenefs  of  himfelf, 
by  Pott  and  Sherwin.  Perhaps  the 
44  Account  of  the  Pelew  Iflands,” 
which  he  drew  up  and  publibied, 
1788,  in  4to.  is  a  more  lafting  mo¬ 
nument  to  his  fame  than  all  the 
preceding  ones.  He  likewife  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  Archseologia,  VI. 
125.  44  Obfervations  on  the  Roman 
Earthenware  found  in  the  Sea  on 
the  Kentiih  Coaft.” 

At  his  houfe,  in  Dovyr- 
ftreet,  Piccadilly,  aged  65, 
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Richard  Warren,  M.  D.  phyfician  to 
his  majefty  and  the  prince  of  Wales. 
He  died  of  fpafms  in  his  ftomach, 
very  unexpectedly,  at  a  moment 
when  fir  George  Baker  and  Dr.  Pit¬ 
cairn  were  moll  fanguine  in  their 
hopes  of  his  recovery,  and  when  the 
anfwers  to  enquiring  friends  were 
molt  favourable.  His  complaint 
had  been  a  violent  eryfipelas,  or 
St.  Anthony's  fire  in  his  head.  The 
public  in  general,  as  well  as  a  nu¬ 
merous  family,  will  fultain  an  irre¬ 
parable  lofs  in  the  death  of  this  able 
and  acute  phyfician,  who  had  been 
many  years  at  the  head  of  the  bell 
pradtice  in  the  metropolis. — Pie 
was  the  fon  of  a  dignified  clergy¬ 
man  at  Cambridge,  and  brought  up 
to  the  church;  and  was  engaged 
as  tutor  to  the  only  fon  of  the  late 
Dr.  Peter  Shaw,  an  eminent  phy¬ 
fician.  The  young  Shaw  Ihewing  no 
turn  for  inftnnftion,  or  regard  for 
learning,  his  father  taught  the  pro- 
feflion  to  his  fon's  preceptor,  and 
gave  him  alfo  his  only  daughter,  and 
his  fortune;  and  he  immediately 
fucceeded  to  his  bufinefs.  He  is  faid 
to  have  received  in  the  courfe  of  one 
day,  fees  to  the  amount  of  ninety- 
nine  guineas ;  and  to  have  died 
worth  150,000  1.;  and  that  he  made 
8000 1.  a  year  ever  fince  the  regency. 
The  following, we  underhand,  are  the 
principal,  among  the  bequefts  of  his 
will :  To  his  widow,  during  her  life, 
his  houfes  in  Dover-ftreet  and  Ilert- 
fordlhire,  with  all  their  fixtures  and 
furniture,  and  his  landed  eftate  of 
3,oool.ayear;  to  his  two  daughters 
io,oool.  each;  to  his  eldeft  fon 
10,000 1.  payable  immediately,  with 
the  reversion  of  the  houfes  and  eftate 
after  his  mother’s  death;  and  to 
«ach  of  his  other  feven  fons  6000 1, 
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affigning  as  a  reafon  forleaving  them 
no  more,  that  he  had  given  each  of 
them  a  profeflion,  and  advanced 
them,  in  his  lifetime,  as  far,  in 
their  refpedtive  profeffions,  as  he 
could.  His  widow  is  his  refiduary 
legatee.  As  phyfician  in  ordinary  to 
the  king  and  the  prince  of  Wales,  he 
is  fucceeded  by  Dr.  Turton,  who, 
as  phyfician  extraordinary  to  the 
king,  is  fucceeded  by  Dr.  Reynolds. 

Near  Broughton,  inFurnefs,  aged 
97,  Mr.  R.  Dickinfon,  a  refpe&abla 
yeoman. — At  Broughton, in  Furnefs, 
aged  80,  Mrs.  Benfon  ;  the  left  more 
than  eighty  children,  grand-chil¬ 
dren,  and  great-grand-children. — At 
Kulingtown,  aged  103,  Mr.  Gifenan ; 
he  had  married  five  wives,  the  laft 
of  whom,  aged  near  53,  brought 
him  a  fon  about  eighteen  months 
ago. 

In  Dean-ftreet,  major  Shipman, 
aged  98. — At  Chefter,  Mrs.  Raine, 
aged  104. — At  Leicefter,  Mr.  Barry, 
aged  91. — At  Mai  pas,  Mr.  Richard- 
fon,  aged  109. — At  Birmingham, 
Mrs.  Hayes,  aged  99.— Alfo,  JL 
Knowles,  aged  109.— Near  Bamp- 
ton,  Mr.  Yeatman,  aged  97. — At 
Potter  Heighman,  Mrs.  flipper, 
aged 97. — AtRingland,  Mrs.  Ames, 
aged  102. — At  Salifbury,  Ann  Ful¬ 
ler,  aged  103. — At  Weymouth, 
Mrs.  Croffman,  aged  106. 


JULY. 

This  morning,  at  twelve  ^ 
o'clock,  captain  Eaton  put 
an  end  to  his  exiftence,  at  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  in  the  following  manner. 
He  arrived  in  London  in  a  polt- 
chaife  from  Plymouth,  in  company 
with  two  other  gentlemen.  He 
^  1)  4  ordered 
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ordered  the  poftillion  to  drive  to  the 
New  Exchange  Coffee -houfe,  in  the 
Strand,  where  he  took  leave  of  his 
companions,  and  was  (hewn  into  a 
room.  Inllead,  however,  of  going 
to  bed,  he  faid  he  would  take  a  walk, 
and  accordingly  went  out.  In  about  an 
hour  he  returned  dripping  wet  (as  it 
rained),  andexpreffed  a  great  with  for 
a  hair-dreher,  faying,  he  was  obliged 
to  attend  the  Admiralty  dire&ly  on 
particular  bufmefs.  At  feven  the 
hair-dreffer  came,  to  whom  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  in  a  violent  hurry,  and 
expreffed  great  impatience  at  being 
fo  long  delayed  from  going  to  the 
Admiralty.  The  hair-dreffer,  after 
he  left  him,  told  the  people  of  the 
houfe,  that  from  the  agitation  he 
was  in,  lie  muft  be  either  out  of  his 
mind,  or  would  foon  be  fo. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  anxiety 
he  (hewed  for  a  hair-drefier  before 
he  came,  when  his  hair  was  dreffed 
be  remained  two  hours  alone  in  his 
room.  He  then  rung  for  the  waiter, 
and  defired  him  to  bring  break  fait, 
of  which  he  partook,  and  went  out, 
but  foon  returned  in  confiderable 
agitation,  and,  going  into  bis  room, 
tore  two  letters  in  the  wa(h-hand- 
foafon,  and  repeated  the  fame  eager- 
nefs  to  attend  the  Admiralty.  He 
then  ordered  a  hackney  coach,  and 
in  pafiing  the  coffee-room  to  get 
into  it,  defired  the  landlady  to  keep 
his  room  for  him.  The  coach  pro¬ 
ceeded  according  to  his  directions  to 
ilie  Admiralty ;  he  there  got  out, 
and  having  difcharged  it,  went  in, 
and  enquired  for  the  board.  He  was 
told  it  was  not  then  fitting,  and  de¬ 
fired  to  wait  a  little,  and  accord- 
Ingly  joined  a  friend  of  his,  captain 
Houghton,  and  walked  into  the  lieu¬ 
tenants  waiting  room,  near  the  hall. 
This  was  about  half  pad  eleven; 


when  of  a  fudden,  no  particular 
converfation  having  taken  place,  he 
drew  his  dirk,  and  (after  an  inef- 
feHual  ftruggle  or  two  on  the -part  of 
captain  Houghton  to  prevent  him) 
he  (tabbed  bimfelf  nearly  up  to  the 
hilt,  in  the  belly,  and  immediately 
after  gave  himfelf  two  (lighter 
wounds  on  the  bread.  He  then 
daggered,  and  fell,  exclaiming  “  Lord 
Spencer,  juftice  ! Captain  Hough¬ 
ton  directly  called  for  adiftance,  and 
feveral  gentlemen,  among  whom  was 
lord  Hugh  Seymour,  came  into  the 
room. 

In  about  ten  minutes  he  recovered 
himfelf  a  little  ;  on  this  he  called 
for  captain  Houghton,  faying  he 
would  fpeak  to  no  one  but  him. 
Captain  Houghton  then  approached, 
and  he  muttered  fomething  about 
traitors  and  treafon ,  which  being 
at  (lift  conceived  to  relate  to  him¬ 
felf,  captain  Houghton  faid,  (l  My 
dear  fir,  is  it  yourfelf  you  mean? 
lord  Seymour  is  here,  and  declares 
that  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  are 
perfectly  fatisfied  with  your  conduct  A 
He  then  exclaimed,  “  No,  no  !  it  is 
not  me,  I  have  always  been  true  to 
my  king  and  country;  there  are 
traitors  on  board  the  Marlborough ; 

- is  a  traitor;  the  country  is 

ruined/'  This  was  all  that  could  be 
diitinblly  heard  ;  he  foon  after  be- 

-J  7 

came  faint,  and  expired  in  an  hour 
and  twenty  minutes. 

lie  was  a  young  man,  about  32 
years  of  age,  and  appointed  from 
an  hofpital  fhip  to  command  the 
Marlborough,  on  captain  Nichols 
being  fent  afliore,  during  the  late 
mutiny  at  Spithead.  Though  acting 
as  captain  of  the  Marlborough,  he 
was  only  a  maker  and  com¬ 
mander  ;  his  commiffion  as  poft 
captain  is  now  at  the  Admiralty, 
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but  he  did  not  live  to  receive  it. 
This  circumfiance  explains  the  rea- 
fon  of  his  being  luperfeded  in  the 
command  of  the  Marlborough  by 
captain  Ellifon. 

He  was  married  about  fix  months 
ago.  and  left  his  unfortunate  lady 
at  Plymouth,  when  he  fet  out  for 
London. 

I  The  body  of  Parker,  the 

^  4  mutineer,  which  was  taken 
out  of  the  new  naval  .burying  ground 
at  Sheernefs,  was  brought  to  the 
Hoop  and  Horfe-fboe  public-houfe, 
Queen-ffreet,  buttle  Tower-hill,  on 
Saturday  evening.  So  large  a  con- 
courfe  of  perfons  affembled  before 
the  lioufe  next  day,  that  a  party 
of  conftables  were  Rationed  there,  in 
order  to  keep  the  mob  from  break¬ 
ing  into  the  houfe ;  and  the  corpfe 
in  the  afternoon  was  removed  to  the 
workhoufe  in  Nightingale-lane,  by 
order  of  the  parilh  officers.  Mrs. 
Parker  was  taken  before  the  fitting 
magiftrates  in  Lainbert-flreet,  and 
examined  touching  the  object  of  her 
taking  up  the  body.  Her  anfwer 
was,  “  for  the  purpofe  of  a  more 
decent  interment.” — It  was  buried 
this  morning  early,  in  the  vault  of 
Whitechapel  church. 

The  following  is  a  comparative 
ftatement  of  the  porter  brewed  by 
the  twelve  fir  ft  London  brewers,  for 
the  years  1796  and  1797,  ending  on 
the  5th  of  July  each  year: — 


1796. 

Barrels. 

Whitbread  -  -  -  - 

202,000 

Thrale  ----- 

137,810 

Shum  -  -  -  -  - 

1 10,700 

Hanbury  -  -  -  - 

109,170 

Felix  Calvert  -  -  - 

97*55° 

Goodwyn  -  -  -  - 

97>58o 

Meux  -  -  -  -  - 

103,790 

John  Calvert  -  -  - 

68,000 

Clowes  -  -  -  -  - 

55,770 

Elliot 

58,250  . 

Cox  and  Co,  -  -  42,110 

Stevenfoii  -  -  -  -  45,800 

1797* 

Whitbread  -  -  -  -  192,740 

Thrale  -----  141,590 

Shum  -----  119,820 

H  anbury  -  -  -  -  117,180 

Felix  Calvert  -  -  -  101,760 

Goodwyn  -  -  -  -  04,750 

Manx  -  -  -  -  -  93,400 

John  Calvert  -  -  -  70,090 

Clowes  -----  58,680 

Elliot  -----  55,800 

Cox  and  Co.  -  -  -  46,100 

StevenfoEL  -  -  -  -  45,810 


This  morning,  at  ten  o’clock, 
preparation  was  made  for  the 
execution  of  the  fentence  on  Lee, 
Coffy,  Branham,  and  McGinnis  ; 
and  in  confequence,  the  regiments 
quartered  near  Ply-mouth  were 
drawn  out  and  marched  to  Hoe, 
to  be  eye-witneffes  of  the  execu¬ 
tion,  as  alfo  to  prevent  any  dis¬ 
turbance.  McGinnis  was  conduced 
to  the  Hoe  by  a  party  cf  marines, 
and  was  immediately  tied  to  the 
halberts,  where  he  received  500 
laffies,  being  one  half  of  the  number 
he  is  fentenced  to  receive ;  he  was 
put  into  a  fedan,  taken  off  the  Hoe, 
and  efcorted  to  one  of  the  barracks 
about  half  after  one  o’clock;  Lee, 
Coffy,  and  Branham,  were  brought 
from  their  cells,  and  conducted 
through  the  fally-port  gate  which 
leads  to  the  Hoe.  Lee  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  Rev,  Dr.  Hawker, 
vicar  of  Charles  Church,  in  thi» 
town,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams, 
of  the  Royal  Flofpital ;  Coffy  and 
Branham  were  each  fupportedby  a 
Romifh  prieft.  As  foon  as  they 
reached  the  place  ©f  execution,  each 
joined  in  prayers  with  the  m buffers 
who  attended  them,  until  half  pall 
two  o’clock,  when  each  of  them  had 
the  cap  drawn  over  his  eyes,  and 
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knelt  down  on  his  coffin  ;  the  mi- 
niftefs  then  (hook  hands  with  them 
and  retired  ;  and  the  commanding 
officer  inftantly,  on  all  being  ready, 
direded  the  execution  of  the  fatal 
fentenee.  Coffy  and  Branham  fell  at 
the  firft  fire;  but  it  did  not  appear  that 
onefhot,  out  of  1 6  that  were  bred, 
ftruck  Lee,  as  he  remained  on  his 
knees  on  the  coffin,  until  a  marine 
difcharged  his  mufquet  through  the 
front  of  his  head  ;  he  then  fell,  and 
another  mufquet  being  fired  through 
the  fide  of  his  head,  he  expired. 
The  bodies  were  then  put  one  in 
each  coffin,  and  all  the  troops  that 
were  affembled  marched  in  a  circle 
round  them.  Lee  and  Branham’s 
firmnefs  did  not  forfake  them ;  but 
Coffy  was  very  much  agitated,  from 
the  time  the  fentenee  was  read  until 
his  execution. 

.  The  following  unfortunate 

circumftance  took  place  this 
afternoon  at  the  Aylefbury  Arms, 
about  two  miles  from  Marlborough. 
A  party  of  foldiers,  attending  three 
deferters,  flopped  at  the  above 
houfe,  when  one  of  the  latter  grew 
refradory,  and  would  proceed  no 
further ;  the  corporal  ordered  him 
to  be  pinioned,  and  at  the  fame 
time  prefenting  his  piece  to  his 
breaft,  it  accidentally  went  off, 
when  the  ball  paffed  through 
the  deferter,  and  into  the  body  of 
the  man  who  was  tying  his  arms, 
and  killed  them  both  on  the  fpot. 

Some  time  ago,  a  Mr.  Powyfs,  of 
Moreham,  near  Prefton,  offered  by 
public  advertifement,  a  reward  of 
fifty  pounds  a  year  for  life,  to  any 
man  who  would  undertake  to  live 
for  feven  years  under  ground,  with¬ 
out  feeing  a  human  face  ;  and  to  let 
his  toe  and  finger  nails  grow  during 
the  whole  of  his  confinement,  to¬ 


gether  with  his  beard.  Commodious 
apartments  were  provided  under 
ground,  with  a  cold  hath,  a  cham¬ 
ber-organ,  as  many  books  as  the 
occupier  (hould  defire,  and  provifons 
were  to  be  ferved  from  Mr.  P’s. 
table ;  on  ringing  a  bell  the  reclufe 
was  alfo  to  be  provided  with  every 
convenience  defired.  It  appears 
that  an  occupier  offered  himfelf  for 
this  fingular  refidence,  who  is  now 
in  the  fourth  year  of  his  probation, 
a  labouring  man,  who  has  a  large 
family,  all  of  whom  are  maintained 
by  Mr.  P. 

About  feven  o’clock  in  the  , , 
evening,  Robert  Thoroton, 
esq.  chief  cleik  in  the  Iriffi  Houfe 
of  Commons,  put  an  end  to  his  ex- 
iftence  with  a  piffol,  at  his  apart¬ 
ments  in  North  Earl-ftreet.  No 
motive  can  be  conjedured  for  this 
rath  and  melancholy  cataftrophe. 
The  coroner’s  jury  fat  on  his  re¬ 
mains,  and  brought  in  their  verdid 
lunacy. — Mr.  Thoroton  was  a  near 
relative  to  the  late  duke  of  Rut¬ 
land. 

Lately,  in  working  a  flate-quarry, 
near  Bernard  caftle,  a  toad  ot  great 
magnitude,  and  apparently  very  old, 
was  difeovered  in  a  large  ffone  (folid, 
except  in  the  particular  fpot  occu¬ 
pied  by  his  incarceration,)  which 
from  its  fize,fituation,  &c.  lnuft  have 
lain  there,  undifturbed,  a  confider- 
able  time.  The  toad  died  imme¬ 
diately  on  his  liberation ;  but 
whether  this  happened  from  his 
fudden  expofure  to  the  air,  or  from 
fome  wound  he  received  when  the 
ftone  was  broken,  did  not  appear. 

There  is  now  growing,  in  the  gar¬ 
den  of  a  gentlemen,  in  the  Cliff, 
near  Lewes,  a  Ipecies  ot  fungus, 
known .  about  the  Downs  by  the 
name  of  puff-ball.,  of  the  unufual 
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circumference  of  five  feet  eight 
inches;  it  was  obferved  to  grow,  in 
twelve  hours  time,  more  than  fix 
inches,  and  is  ftill  in  a  very  thriving 
ftate.  Thefe  vegetables  in  general 
meafure  in  circumference  from  four 
to  about  fix  inches, 
g  k  A  moll  melancholy  acci¬ 
dent  happened  this  night, 
about  eleven  o'clock. — As  the  three 
Mr.  Taylors,  two  of  whom  are 
clerks  in  the  office  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs,  the  other  aid-de-camp  to  the 
duke  of  York,  were  coming  to  town 
from  Richmond,  in  a  fmall  wherry 
with  a  fail,  which  they  had  built 
for  amufement,  the  boat  overfet 
near  Kew,  by  ftriking  again!!  a 
barge,  and  all  three  tumbled  over¬ 
board.  Mr.  B.  Taylor  got  on  fhore 
unhurt;  Mr.  Herbert  Taylor  was 
brought  on  fhore  with  little  figns  of 
life,  but  fince  recovered  by  the 
means  recommended  by  the  Hu¬ 
mane  Society;  Mr.  William  Taylor 
was  drowned,  and  his  body  is  not 
yet  found. 

The  latter  had  lately  returned  with 
Mr.  Hammond  from  Vienna,  to 
whom  he  adted  as  fecretary,  and 
was  much  efieemed  by  all  who  had 
the  pleafure  of  knowing  him.  The 
night  was  extremely  dark  and  tem¬ 
pestuous. 

We  experienced  in  London  a 
thunder  fiorm,  accompanied  by  im- 
menfe  torrents  of  rain,  more  awful 
and  tremendous  than  any  thing  of 
the  kind  ever  before  remembered  bv 
the  oldeft  inhabitant  of  the  metro¬ 
polis.  From  about  twelve  at  night 
till  four  in  the  morning  the  eaftern 
fky  prefented  the  molt  terrific  ap¬ 
pearance,  the  fiery  agitation  of  the 
firmament  feeming  momentarily  to 
threaten  the  earth  with  univerfal 
conflagration.  Of  the  dreadful 
flashes  of  lightning  and  the  awful 


peals  of  thunder  that  prevailed,  no 
adequate  d  efcription  can  poffibly  be 
given;  the  mere  recolledion  of  them 
is  painful,,  and  the  confequences 
cannot  be  contemplated  without 
emotions  of  horror.  The  ftorni 
paffed  over  the  Continent  previous 
to  viflting  this  country.  It  was  felt 
at  Lille  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and 
continued  till  three  o’clock  on  Sunday 
morning,  without  intermiffion. 

A  man  who  lived  in  Brick-lane, 
Old-ftreet,  was  killed  by  the  light¬ 
ning.  Three  houfes  in  Great  Port- 
land-ftreefc,  and  feveral  others  in  va¬ 
rious  quarters,  fuffered  materially. 

A  fnuff-mill  at  Croydon  was  faved 
from  total  definition,  only  by  the 
timely  affifiance  of  the  engines. 

A  barn  belonging  to  Mr.  Adderfon, 
of  Petersfield,  was  burnt  to  the 
ground. A  rick-yard,  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  Petersfield  took  fire,  and 
was  burning  at  three  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  when  the  mail-coach  paffed. 

Farmer  Burrel,  of  Hilfea,  had  two 
cows  ftruck  dead,  and  farmer  Green, 
of  Hilfea-greeh,  had  one  cow  killed. 
A  cow  at  Burg,  near  Gofport,  was 
alfo  ftruck  with  a  flafli  of  lightning, 
and  is  fince  dead.  The  flieer-hulk 
drifted  from  her  moorings  atSpithead, 
but  has  received  no  material  damage. 

The  accounts  from  Cowes  and 
Ryde,  in  the  Jile  of  Wight, 
mention  the  thunder  fiorm  to  have 
been  equally  terrific  there,  without 
having  done  any  injury. 

At  Yately,  in  Hants,  the  old 
poor  houfe  was  tremendoufly  ftruck 
by  the  lightning ;  the  roof  was  en¬ 
tirely  torn  off  and  demoliflied,  the 
window  frames  driven  in  and  fhi- 
vered  to  pieces,  two  doors  knocked 
down  and  rent  to  fplinters,  and  part 
of  the  brick-work  on  one  fide  of  the 
houfe  forcibly  burft  into  the  yard. 
Four  women  fitting  round  a  table, 
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with  a  child  in  the  arms  of  one  of 
them,  were  ftruck  down,  and  re¬ 
mained  infenfible  for  near  an  hour; 
and  a  young  woman,  handing  in  the 
fame  room  at  a  fniall  diftance,  had 
her  cap  forced  j^ff,  and  her  hair 
much  finged ;  but  providentially 
neither  of  them  received  any  ma¬ 
terial  injury.  The  bed  of  a  poor 
man,  inhabitant  of  the  fame  pre- 
mifes,  who  that  evening  was  fortu¬ 
nately  detained  by  the  tempeft  at 
Black  water,  was  forcibly  thrown 
through  the  chafm  in  the  wall  into 
the  yard,  and  the  bedhead  broke  to 
atoms. 

A  large  oak  tree,  nearly  two  feet 
in  diameter,  at  Church  Walton, 
Wilts,  was  hr uck  by  the  lightning, 
and  literally  hiivered  to  pieces. — A 
cow  belonging  to  farmer  Attwood, 
at  Babington,  in  that  county,  was 
killed. 

An  extraordinary  incident  took 
place  at  Mr.  Rowley’s,  an  eminent 
farmer  of  Prior’s  Lee.  A  ball  of 
hre  fell  upon  a  large  hack  of  two- 
year-old  hay,  and  paffed  quite 
through  it,  making  a  large  peifo ra¬ 
tion  into  the  ground.  The  hay  took 
hre;  but  being  very  folid,  the  flames 
did  not  fpread  with  that  rapidity 
which  might  have  been  expected 
from  an  article  of  fo  combuftible  a 
nature;  and  a  man  who  was  then 
palling  through  tne  hack  yard,  and 
law  the  thunder-bolt  hrike  the 
hack,  inhantly  giving  the  alarm, 
the  hre  was  prefently  extinguflhed. 
The  damage  done  was  fo  trifling, 
that  it  was  not  computed  to  amount 
to  five  (hillings.  Mr.  Rowley,  very 
prudently,  had  the  hack  as  loon  as 
polhbte  cut  through  and  laid  open. 
By  the  fame  thunder-ftorm,  how¬ 
ever,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe 
one  of  his  bek  horfes,  found  dead 
ha  the  field.— -The  whole  horizon 


was  at  the  fame  time  fo  overcharged 
with  the  electric  fluid,  that  a  gen¬ 
tleman  near  Colebrook  Dale,  who 
very  attentively  obferved  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  horm,  beheld  a  great 
number  of  very  large  and  vivid 
fparks  almok  inceflantly  emitted  by 
the  collifion  of  the  clouds. 

At  Oxford,  fuch  was  the  violence 
of  this  horm,  that  the  mail  and 
other  coaches  were  detained  for  a 
confiderable  time,  the  utmoft  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  drivers  not  being  able 
to  overcome  the  terror  of  the 
horfes ;  and  many  of  them,  when 
the}?  did  fet  out,  were  led  for  fe¬ 
ver  al  miles  before  they  could  pro¬ 
ceed  on. 

At  Lewes,  with  little  wind  and 
a  cloudlets  Iky,  the  thermometer 
before  2  o’clock  was  80  deg.  of 
Fahrenheit’s  fcale;  the  barometer, 
upon  a  confiderable  eminence,  was 
29  deg.  44  min.  The  fun  fet  with 
great  fplendour,  though  fome  broken 
clouds  were  l'een  in  the  wehern  ho¬ 
rizon.  Soon  after  fun-fet,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  wehern  parts  of  this 
country  obferved  an  extenfive  cloud 
approaching  from  the  fouth-weh, 
with  little  wind  ;  but  the  flafties  of 
lightning  were  very  frequent,  and 
the  peals  of  thunder  extremely 
loud,  with  rain  falling  in  heavy 
Ihowers.  The  firft  horm  had  fpent 
its  force  about  twelve  o’clock,  and 
before  one -an  extenfive  cloud,  with 
a  brifk  gale,  had  again  overfpread 
the  Horizon  ;  the  flallies  of  lightning 
fucceedea  each  other  fo  inceflantly, 
that  the  interval  feldom  exceeued 
12  or  13  fcconds  01  time;  the  bril¬ 
liancy  or  the  lightning  was  fo  great, 
that  objects  ten  or  twelve  miles  dif- 
tant  might  be  feen  very  dihindly. 
The  obfeurity  of  the  intervening 
fpaces,  and  the  rain  pouring  down 
in  fuch  a  continued  hream?  could 
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only  be  exceeded  by  a  tropical  tor¬ 
nado.  At  one  time  the  dailies  of 
lightning  were  inceflant  for  10  or  12 
minutes,  during  which  the  thunder 
in  awful  peals  rolled  round  the 
horizon  in  every  dire&ion.  On 
Monday,  by  noon,  the  levels  were 
completely  inundated,  as  they  ge¬ 
nerally  are  after  24  or  36  hours 
rain  in  the  winter  feafon.  The  da¬ 
mage  we  chiefly  hear  of,  is  half- 
made  hay  being  carried  away  in 
great  quantities  by  the  ft  ream.  The 
oldeft  inhabitants  do  not  remember 
a-ftorm  of  fuch  violence,  or  fo  much 
rain  to  have  fallen  in  fo  ihort  a 
fpace  of  time  as  three  hours.  The 
ftorm  wras  felt  with  equal  feverity  in 
this  town  and  neighbourhood,  where 
it  commenced  with  the  twilight, 
and  did  not  totally  fubfide  till  four 
the  next  morning.  It  was  moft 
violent  between  12  and  1,  when  a 
cloud,  very  highly  charged,  ex¬ 
ploded  immediately  over  the  town, 
and  produced  thunder  more  awful 
and  alarming,  than  any  we  had  ever 
before  heard.  We  are,  however, 
happy  in  having  the  opportunity  to 
add,  that  no  material  damage  has 
been  done  by  it.  Cats  are  the  only 
animals  to  which,  as  far  as  we  have 
heard,  it  proved  fatal.  Four  were 
killed  in  the  warehoufe  of  Mr. 
Rickman,  merchant,  where  two  or 
three  others  were  ftruck  blind,  and 
had  their  hair  finged. 

The  lightning  that  fell  on  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Richardfon,  of  Stam¬ 
ford  Bridge,  Yorklhire,  broke  an 
hearth-ftone  to  pieces,  let  fire  to  a 
bed,  and  damaged  the  walls  of  the 
building.  Two  adjoining  heufes 
received  a  moft  violent  fliock  ;  the 
lightning  entered  betwixt  them,  and 
made  its  progrefs  through  moft 
of  the  rooms  in  both ;  it  tore  down 
two  fire-places,  broke  a  hearth-ftone, 


and  fet  fire  to  forne  bofs-mattrelfes 
in  one  of  them.  It  forced  out  two 
windows,  paffed  through  a  door,  ran 
along  a  bell-wire,  and  threw  in  va¬ 
rious  directions  fplinters  of  wood. 
Though  it  had  pafied  clofe  to  the 
bed  in  one  of  the  lodging  rooms,  in 
which  were  fleeping  a  fervant  maid 
and  two  children,  yet  it  happily  did 
them  not  the  leaft  harm.  We  have 
heard  of  its  having  killed,  that 
morning,  cows  and  horfes  in  various 
parts  of  the  Eaft  Riding. 

Between  five  and  fix  o’clock,  a 
tremendous  ftorm  came  on  at  Tin- 
mouth  and  Whitley,  which  was 
felt  all  along  the  north  coaft.  The 
lightning  entered  the  ftable  door 
occupied  by  the  eaft  and  weft  Lo¬ 
thian  cavalry,  encamped  on  Whitley 
Sinks,  and  inftantaneoufly  killed 
two  horles ;  three  others  were  much 
burnt,  two  of  which  are  fince  dead. 
The  remainder  of  the  horfes  were 
turned  out  of  the  ftable  as  foon  as 
polfible,  and  ran  off  in  all  directions, 
being  dreadfully  terrified  by  the 
ftorm.  Upwards  of  60  of  them 
reached  Newcaftle  between  feven 
and  eight  o’clock,  when  they  were 
fecured,  and  next  day  conduced 
back  to  the  camp,  by  the  men  who 
had  followed,  but  were  unable  to 
ftop  them.  Part  of  the  ftable  and 
forage  were  confumed,  but  fortu- 
natelynone  of  the  men  received  the 
leaft  injury,  though  feveral  were 
very  near  the  fpot  at  the  time.  The 
ftorm,  we  learn,  has  been  equally 
fevere  in  many  other  places,  but  we 
have  not  yet  heard  of  any  particular 
damage  done,  or  any  lives  loft. 

Early  this  morning,  dur¬ 
ing  the  prevalence  of  the 
thunder-ftorm,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  houfe  ol  lord  St.  Helen’s,  in 
Great  Ruffel  -  ftreet,  Bloomfbury, 
which  entirely  confumed  it,  and 

confiderably 


1 


\ 
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confiderably  damaged  that  of  fir 
George  Young, adjoining.  Ithroke 
out,  not  in  the  bed-chamber,  but  in 
a  room  adjoining,  where  his  lordfhip 
was  writing,  with  his  back  partly 
turned  towards  the  window,  the 
curtains  of  which  fuddenly  burft 
out  into  a  flame,  which  fpread  itfelf 
in  a  few  minutes  into  every  part  of 
the  room.  From  the  pofition  of 
the  candles  on  the  writing-table, 
and  the  ruffling  noife  and  fmell  of 
fulphur,  which  accompanied  the 
breaking  out  of  the  flames,  it  feems 
highly  probable  that  the  accident 
was  occafioned  by  lightning. 

,  In  conlequence  of  the  ca~ 
20  *  thedral  of  Worcefter  under¬ 

going  a  complete  repair,  the  remains 
of  king  J'ohn,  interred  in  1216, 
were  lately  difcovered  on  opening 
the  tomb  of  the  choir,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  removing  it  to  a  more  con¬ 
venient  place.  Thefe  remains  were 
found  in  an  open  hone  coffin,  under 
the  tomb,  but  from  their  appear¬ 
ance,  have,  it  is  thought,  been  re¬ 
moved  from  fome  other  part  of  the 
cathedral.  The  body  was  wrapped 
in  a  crimfon  damafk  robe,  the  colour 
of  which  had  nearly  perifhed  by 
time;  the  cuff  was  vifible  on  the 
left  arm,  which  had  probably  held 
his  fword,  a  fragment  of  which  lay 
on  his  left  thigh,  and  parts  of  the 
leather  fcabbard  down  to  the  thigh 
of  the  left  leg.  The  robe  had  been 
tied  acrofs  the  ancles,  part  of  the 
knot  remaining  on  that  of  the  left 
leg.  The  right  leg  feemed  to  have 
been  contra&ed,  not  lying  fo  liraight 
as  the  left;  part  of  the  fhin  borie 
of  the  right  leg,  and  that  of  the 
right  arm,  were  feen  below  the  el¬ 
bow ;  the  upper  jaw,  with  teeth, 
lying  near  the  right  elbow,  and  the 
bone  of  the  left  arm  out  of  its 
place,  and  lying  flantwile  od  the 


breaft.  A  quantity  of  a  kind  of 
white  pafle  was  placed  in  two  or 
three  lumps  on  and  below  the  belly, 
which  had  probably  been  poured 
into  the  body,  on  the  heart  and 
bowels  being  taken  out ;  on  break¬ 
ing  a  piece  of  this  pafte,  it  was 
mixed  with  the  fkeletons  of  mag¬ 
gots  or  flies,  of  which  great  numbers 
lay  on  and  about  the  body.  On  the 
right  cheek  of  the  fkull  was  a  ffiarp 
point,  about  half-an-inch  long,  and 
fome  grey  hairs  appeared  under 
part  of  the  cap,  which  had  fitted 
the  head  very  tight,  and  feemed  to 
have  been  buckled  under  the  chin, 
part  of  the  ftraps  remaining.  The 
robe  had  the  appearance,  in  fome 
parts,  of  having  been  embroidered, 
particularly  on  the  right  knee.  The 
coffin  was  laid  upon  the  fame  level 
as  the  floor  of  the  choir,  the  infide 
being  even  with  the  furface  of  the 
pavement.  There  was  no  other  top 
to  the  coffin  than  two  elm  boards, 
which  were  perfectly  found.  It  is 
clearly  afcertained  that  the  body 
certainly  was  depofited  here,  and 
not  in  the  mo  ft  eaflern  part  of  the 
church,  as  was  fuppofed ;  and  the 
fingular  circumftance  of  there  being 
no  record  of  the  place  of  interment 
on  the  archives  of  the  cathedral,  is 
now  obviated. 

The  quantity  of  ffrong  beer 
brewed  in  this  country  has,  within 
thefe  few  years,  very  confiderably 
increafed,  notwithftanding  the  war, 
as  will  be  feen  by  the  following 
ftatement : 

Barrels. 

In  1797  -  -  -  -  -  1,711,543 

In  1791,  a  year  of  peace,  1,364,240 


347>3°3 


The  following  very  me-  o  ,, 
nclioly  affair  happened  at  ^ 
armouth  : — A  party  of  young  men 

(apprentices) 
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(apprentices)  feven  in  number,  hav¬ 
ing  agreed  to  go  on  the  water,  .ac¬ 
cordingly  left  Yarmouth  for  Bray- 
don, when,  unfortunately, before  they 
had  failed  a  mile,  the  boat  upfet,  and 
fix  of  the  party  were  drowned. 

2Qth  This  mght,  about  nine 
o’clock,  the  town  of  Liver¬ 
pool  and  its  neighbourhood  expe¬ 
rienced  a  tremendous  ftorm  of  thun¬ 
der,  lightning,  hail,  rain,  and  wind, 
which  lafted  about  two  hours.  We 
are  happy  to  fay,  that  we  have  not 
heard  of  any  perfon  being  killed  by 
the  eledtric  fluid,  but  in  other  in- 
fiances  its  effects  have  been  truly 
awful ;  feveral  limbs  of  trees,  fome 
of  them  16  inches  in  circumference, 
were  fevered  from  the  ftock  and  car¬ 
ried  a  confiderable  diftance ;  others 
were  thrown  into  the  adjoining 
lane;  great  part  of  the  rooks  at 
Plumb’s  Hall,  and  feveral  fmall 
birds,  in  Ldge-lane,  were  found  next 
morning  dead ;  a  garden  wall  at 
Edge-hill  thrown  down,  and  the 
hot-houfes  of  Richard  Walker,  efq. 
May-place,  and  Edward  Falknor, 
efq.  Fairfield,  are  nearly  deftroyed; 
in  the  former,  it  is  fuppofed  there 
are  not  lefs  than  500  paries  of  glafs 
broken.  Great  damage  is  done  to 
the  front  of  Mr.  Wilfon’s  houfe  in 
Edge-lane,  where  the  ftorm  was 
particularly  fevere  ;  a  field  of  re¬ 
markably  fine  wheat,  adjoining  and 
belonging  to  the  occupier  of  Edge* 
lane  Ilall,  laid  quite  down  ;  fome  of 
the  hail-ftones,  after  lying  until  next 
day  at  noon,  meafured  two  inches 
^n  circumference,  and  appeared  a 
Folid  mafs  of  ice ;  the  roof  of  a 
thatched  barn,  at  the  pump  houfe, in 
Waver-tree-lane,  was  entirely  beaten 
ofi  and  deflroyed,  as  well  as  a 
quantity  of  turnips,  in  a  field  belong¬ 
ing  to  Mr.Vvakefield,  in  Smetham- 
lane. 
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At  Chumleigh,  the  ftorm  com¬ 
menced  on  the  30th,  about  one  in 
the  morning,  where  the  church  was 
the  only  building  that  received  an 
injury.  It  ftruck  off  the  fouth-eaft 
pinnacle  of  the  tower,  part  of  which 
falling  on  the  roof  of  the  church, 
forced  its  way  through,  and  did  con¬ 
fiderable  damage.  The  force  of  the 
lightning  was  fo  .great,  that  one 
flone,  upwards  of  200  lb.  was  firuck 
to  the  north-eait,  being  carried  quite 
over  the  tower,  without  touching 
it.  The  damage  is  efiimated  at 
200 1.  The  ftorm  was  alfo  parti¬ 
cularly  fevere  at  Clifihydon  ;  it  be¬ 
gan  in  the  eaft ;  but,  a  little  before 
five  o  clot  k,  there  was  for  fome  mi¬ 
nutes  an  appearance  of  fire,  of  about 
a  yard  diameter,  amongft  the  black 
clouds  in  the  weft.  About  ten  mi¬ 
nutes  before  fix,  and  nearly  in  that 
dire&ion,  one  of  the  laft  "flafhes  p£ 
lightning  ftruck  the  chimney  of  a 
farm-houfe  in  that  parifh,  the  ton 
of  which  it  beat  off,  and  perforated 
the  back  of  the  lower  part,  which 
confifted  of  cob,  for  a  confider¬ 
able  length,  leaving  fome  marks  at 
the  bottom.  The  houfe  was  pro¬ 
bably  filled  with  the  eledric  fluid* 
for,  in  another  room,  the  leg  of  a 
milk-ftand  was  fhivered  to  pieces  * 
but  a  brafs  milk-pan,  which  flood 
diredly  over  it,  was  not  hurt,'  nor 
the  cream  of  it  difturbed,  though 
the  fluid  muft  have  paffed  throw*  it 
to  a  nail  which  fattened  the  leo  to 
the  fiand  ;  providentially  the  people 
in  the  houfe  fuffered  no  injury  by 
the  explofion,  which  they  defcribe 
as  fomething  totally  unlike  what 
they  had  ever  before  heard.  From 
feveral  other  places  we  learn  that 
the  ftorm  was  extremely  fevere  the 
lightning  remarkably  vivid,  and  the 
peals  of  thunder  wonderfully  loud 
and  awful. 


Between 
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Between  three  and  four  o’clock, 
the  eledric  fire  entered  a  barn  be¬ 
tween  the  Old  Swan  and  Roby 
turnpike,  in  Lancafiiire,  and  killed 
a  dog  that  was  playing  with  fome 
children.  The  children  efcaped  out 
of  the  barn  unhurt;  immediately 
after  which  another  flafii  {truck  the 
building,  and  fet  it  on  fire. 

At  Burley,  near  Otley,  the  ftorm 
was  attended  with  a  moft  boifterous 
wind,  which  tore  up  by  the  roots 
feveral  trees,  unroofed  feveralhoufes, 
and  did  other  confiderable  mifchief ; 
and  on  Tuefday  laft  there  was  in 
this  neighbourhood  a  violent  ftorm 
of  thunder  and  lightning,  which 
fhivered  a  tree  in  col.  Lloyd  s  park, 
at  Horsforth.  The  lightning  alfo  en¬ 
tered  the  cottage  of  a  poor  man  at 
Bigton,  near  Harewood,  in  which 
were  two  children ;  one  of  whom,  a 
girl,  was  thrown  down  and  burnt  in 
a  terrible  manner,  her  lhoes  being 
driven  off  with  great  violence  againft 
the  wall  of  the  cottage,  notwith- 
ftanding  which  her  legs  were  not 
burnt,  but  the  worfted  upon  a  fpin- 
ning- wheel  near  her  was  burnt  to 
allies. 

At  Marfden,  near  Huddersfield, 
a  man  was  killed  by  the  lightning, 
when  at  work  in  a  dye-houfe;  and 
feveral  trees  in  various  parts  of  the 
Weft  Riding,  and  other  places,  were 
flhivered  to  pieces. 

The  lightning  ftruck  a  tree  in 
Bofton-lane,  Brentford,  and  marked 
its  courfe  from  top  to  bottom,  by 
tearing  off  the  bark  a  few  inches 
wide,  and  making  in  fome  places  a 
groove,  as  if  cut  by  an  inftrument. 

At  Brighton,  about  half  after 
nine,  began  the  greateft  ftorm  ever 
remembered.  The  firmament  was 
ftreaked  very  thick  with  black 
clouds  at  a  quarter  before  five  ;  and 
foon  after  came  on  fuch  a  violent 


and  tempeftuous  fiiock  of  thunder, 
lightning  and  hail,  as  alarmed  the 
whole  town,  and  roufed  them  from 
their  beds.  The  hailftones  were 
three  inches  circular,  and  defcended 
in  fuch  rapid  torrents  as  to  break 
every  Iky-light  in  the  place,  and 
feveral  windows.  The  cucumber 
frames  in  Hicks’s  gardens,  with  his 
hot  houfes,  were  entirely  fmafhed, 
and  the  damages  therein  are  efti- 


mated  at  above  40 1. 

This  day,  notwithftanding  ^ 
the  notices  iffued  by  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  the  various  police  of¬ 
fices,  and  in  defpite  of  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  large  military  detachments, 
a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society  took 
place  in  the  field  adjoining  to  the 
Veterinary  College,  in  Pancras.  To 
accommodate  the  vaft  affemblage  of 
people  who  had  colleded,  three  tri¬ 
bunes  were  ereded  in  different  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  field,  round  the  principal 
of  which  the  police  magistrates, 
with  a  large  body  of  conftables, 
took  their  ftand.  Sir  William  Ad¬ 
dington  informed  the  perfons  in  the 
tribune,  that  the  meeting  had  been 
illegally  convoked,  and  declared  his 
intention  of  reading  the  riot  ad,  to 
which  he  was  affured  no  oppofition 
fliould  be  given. 

Mr.  Galloway,  having  read  the 
advertifement  of  the  London  Cor¬ 
refponding  Society,  and  the  notice 
from  Bow-ftreet,  called  upon  the 
magiftrates  to  point  out  in  what 
circumftances  the  meeting  was  ille¬ 
gal,  and  what  provifions  of  the  late 
ads  had  not  been  duly  complied 
with  ;  promifing,  that  if  the  illega¬ 
lity  fliould  be  fubffantiated,  the  fo- 
ciety  would  immediately  and  peace¬ 
ably  retire.  No  anfwer  having  been 
returned  to  this  requeft,  he  propofed 
Mr.  Tuckey  as  chairman  for  the 
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day,  who,  after  returning  thanks  for 
the  diftin&ion  conferred  upon  him, 
proceeded  to  read  the  petition  and 
remonltrance  to  the  king.  Scarcely, 
however,  had  he  entered  upon  its 
contents,  when  he  was  interrupted; 
hr  William  Addington  infixing  that 
the  riot  aCt  had  been  read.  A  gen¬ 
tleman  on  the  tribune  declared  he 
had  not  heard  it,  and  in  this  decla¬ 
ration  he  was  joined  by  the  whole 
of  the  furrounding  multitude.  Sir 
W.  Addington  perfifted  to  aver  the 
fad.  “  Then,  my  fellow  citizens/' 
faid  the  gentleman,  “  we  are  bound 
to  difperfe  in  peace  within  one 
hour.  I  conjure  you  to  depart,  and 
believe  that  it  will  be  fhortly  leen, 
whether  Bow*ftreet  magiftrates  are 
to  be  the  interpreters  of  the  laws  of 
England."  Upon  this  many  perfons 
retired  from  the  ground,  and  fir 
William  Addington  commanded  the 
conftables  to  take  into  cuftody  the 
above  mentioned  gentleman,  and 
Mr.  Tuckey,  the  chairman.  The 
military  were  ordered  to  enter  the 
held,  and  after  galloping  about  it 
for  an  hour,  and  taking  up  two  or 
three  perfons  more,  the  meeting  was 
diflolved. 

The  perfons  taken  into  cuftody 
were,  Robert  Fergufon,  Thomas 
Tuckey,  Richard  Barrow,  Richard 
Fiodgfon,  Alexander  Galloway,  Ben¬ 
iamin  Pemberton,  Binns,  and  John 
Wibbie. 

They  were  brought  to  Bow-ftreet 
office  in  the  evening,  before  fir  W. 
Addington  and  Richard  Ford,  efq. 
and  were  admitted  to  bail,  them- 
felve  s  in  look  each,  and  two  fureties 
in  50 1.  each.  When  they  left  the 
office  they  were  drawn  to  their 
homes  by  the  populace.  Mr.  Fer¬ 
gufon  received  a  hurt  in  the  eye,  by 
the  conftable  who  took  him  into 
cuftody  having  ftruck  him  with  his 


ftaff.  All  the  divifions  of  the  po¬ 
lice  officers  were  ordered  out,  and 
affembled  early  in  the  morning 
at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  in  So¬ 
mers  Town,  and  Adam  and  Eve  m 
Pancras. 

The  London  and  Weftminfter  af» 
fociations  affembled  in  the  Found¬ 
ling  field,  and  the  Weft  London  mi¬ 
litia,  after  exercifing  in  White  Con¬ 
duit  fields,  were  planted  in  the 
Veterinary  College. 

Died. — At  his  feat  at  Bea-  , 

eonsfield,  aged  68,  the  right  ~ 
hon.  Edmund  Burke,  M.  P.  The 
following  fketch  of  his  character 
was  written  by  his  friend  Dr.  Erencli 
Laurence. 

“  His  end  was  fuited  to  the  Ample 
greatnefs  of  mind  which  he  difplay- 
ed  through  life :  every  way  un« 
aflfeded,  without  levity,'  without 
oftentation,  full  of  natural  grace  and 
dignity.  He  appeared  neither  to 
wifh  nor  to  dread,  but  patiently  and 
placidly  to  await,  the  appointed 
hour  of  his  diffolution.  He  had. 
been  liftening  to  fome  eftays  of  Ad- 
difon's,  in  which  he  ever  took  de¬ 
light:  he  had  recommended  him- 
felf,  in  many  affectionate  meflfages, 
to  the  remembrance  of  thofe  abfent 
friends  whom  he  had  never  ceafed 
to  love ;  he  had  converfed  fome 
time,  with  his  accuftomed  force  of 
thought  and  expreflion,  on  the  awful 
fituation  of  his.  country,  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  which  his  heart  was  in- 
terefted  to  the  laft  beat ;  he  had 
given,  with  fteady  compofure/ fome 
private  directions  in  contemplation 
of  his  approaching  death  ;  when,  as 
his  attendants  were  conveying  him 
to  his  bed,  he  funk  down,  and  after 
a  fhort  ftruggle,  pafted  quietly  and 
without  a  groan  to  eternal  relt  in  that 
mercy  wrhich  he  had  juft  declared  he 
had  long  fought  with  unfeigned  hu- 
*  E  jmlfotion? 
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miliation,  and  to  which  he  looked 
with  unfeigned  hope. 

“  Of  his  talents  and  acquire¬ 
ments,  in  general,  it  is  unnecefiary  to 
fpeak.  They  were  long  the  glory 
of  his  country,  and  the  admiration 
of  Europe  :  they  might  have  been 
(had  it  fo  confided  with  the  inscrut¬ 
able  counfels  of  divine  providence) 
the  Salvation  of  both.  If  not  the 
mod  accompliOied  orator,  yet  the 
mod  eloquent  man  of  his  age;  per¬ 
haps  fecond  to  none  in  any  age  ;  he 
had  dill  more  <vifdom  than  elo¬ 
quence.  He  diligently  collected  it 
from  the  wife  of  all  times:  but  what 
he  had  fo  obtained,  he  enriched 
from  the  vaft  treafury  of  his  own 
obfervation  ;  and  his  intellect,  ac¬ 
tive,  vigorous,  comprehensive,  train¬ 
ed  in  the  discipline  of  true  philo¬ 
sophy,  to  whatever  Subject  he  ap¬ 
plied  it,  penetrated  at  once  through 
the  furface  into  the  effential  forms  of 
things. 

“  With  a  fancy  Singularly  vivid, 
he,  lead  of  all  men  in  his  time,  in¬ 
dulged  in  fplendid  theories.  With 
more  ample  materials  of  every  kind 
than  any  of  his  contemporaries,  he 
was  the  lead  confident  in  his  own 
{kill  to  innovate.  A  datefman  of 
the  mod  enlarged  views,  in  all  his 
policy  he  was  dribtly  practical,  and 
in  his  practice  he  always  regarded 
with  holy  reverence  the  inditutions 
and  manners  derived  from  our  an- 
eedors.  Jt  feemed  as  if  he  had 
been  endowed  with  fuch  tranfcend- 
ent  powers,  and  informed  with  fuch 
txtenlive  knowledge,  only  to  bear 
the  more  driking  testimony,  in  thefe 
days  of  rafli  prefumption,  how  much 
the  greated  mind  is  Singly  inferior  to 
the  accumulated  efforts  of  innu¬ 
merable  minds  in  the  long  flow  of 
centuries. 

4‘  His  private  conversation  had 


the  fame  tinblure  with  his  public 
eloquence.  He  Sometimes  adorned 
and  dignified  it  with  philofophy, 
but  he  never  lod  the  charm  of  na¬ 
tural  eafe.  There  was  no  fubjebt  fo 
trivial,  which  he  did  not  tranfiently 
illuminate  with  the  brilliancy  of  his 
imagination.  In  writing,  in  fpeak- 
ing,  in  the  fenate,  or  round  the 
table,  it  was  eafy  to  trace  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  fame  genius. 

To  the  protedant  religion,  as 
by  law  edablifhed,  he  was  attached 
from  Sincere  conviction ;  nor  was 
his  a  barren  belief,  without  influence 
on  his  moral  condubt.  He  was  rigid 
in  the  fyftem  of  dupes  by  which  he 
regulated  his  own  actions ;  liberal 
in  condruine  thofe  of  all  other  men: 
warm,  but  placable  ;  refenting  more 
offences  committed  againft  thofe  who 
were  dear  to  him,  than  againd 
bimfelf ;  vehement  and  indignant 
only  where  he  thought  public  jus¬ 
tice  infulted;  compaflionate  to  pri¬ 
vate  didrefs  ;  lenient  even  to  Suffer¬ 
ing  guilt.  As  a  friend,  he  was 
perhaps  too  partial  to  thofe  whom 
he  efteemed;  overrating  every  little 
merit,  overlooking  all  their  defebts; 
indefatigable  in  ferving  them;  Strain¬ 
ing  in  their  favour  whatever  influ¬ 
ence  he  poffeffed ;  and,  for  their 
fakes,  more  than  his  own,  regret¬ 
ting  that  during  fo  long  a  political 
life  he  had  fo  fe’dom  bore  any  (hare 
in  power,  which  he  conlidered  only 
as  an  inftrument  of  more  diffufive 
good.  In  his  domeffic  relations  he 
was  worthy  (and  more  than  worthy 
he  could  not  be)  of  the  eminent  feli¬ 
city  which  for  many  years  he  en¬ 
joyed;  an  hufband  of  exemplary 
tendernefs  and  fidelity;  a  father  fond 
to  excefs;  the  mod  affebtionate  of 
brothers;  the  kinded  mader;  and, 
on  his  part,  he  has  been  often  heard 
to  declare,  that  in  the  mod  anxious 
4  moments 
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moments  of  bis  public  life,  every 
care  vaniftied  when  be  entered  bis 
own  roof. 

“  One  who  long  and  intimately 
knew  him,  to  divert  his  own  forrow, 
has  paid  this  very  inadequate  tribute 
to  his  memory.  Nothing  which  re¬ 
lates  to  fuch  a  man,  can  be  un~ 
interefting  or  uninftru&ive  to  the 
public,  to  whom  he  truly  belonged. 
Few,  indeed,  whom  the  divine  good- 
iiefs  has  largely  gifted,  are  capable 
of  profiting  by  the  imitation  of  his 
genius  and  learning ;  but  all  man¬ 
kind  may  grow  better  by  the  ftudy 
of  his  virtues.” 

^  In  his  98th  year,  the  ve¬ 
teran  father  of  the  ftage, 
Charles  Macklin.  He  had  long 
been  in  a  ftate  of  natural  decay ; 
but,  although  incapable  of  quitting 
his  bed  for  feveral  weeks  previous 
to  his  diffolution,  his  fpirits  did  not 
forfake  him  till  within  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  of  his  final  exit  from  the  fiage 
of  life.  Ide  was  born  in  the  north 
of  Ireland.  The  real  name  of  the 
family  was  M‘Laughlin,  which,  to 
render  more  pleafing  to  an  Englifh 
ear,  was  familiarized  to  Macklin. 
So  late  as  the  10th  of  January, 
1790,  he  appeared  in  the  character 
of  Shylock,  fome  parts  of  which  he 
executed  with  fuperior  force  ;  but 
his  memory  failing  him  in  others, 
he  then  finally  quitted  the  ftage, 
and  retired  to  enjoy  an  annuity  pur- 
chafed  for  him  by  the  publication 
of  fome  of  his  dramatic  writings  ; 
which,  together  with  another  an¬ 
nuity  of  20 1.  from  lord  Lough¬ 
borough,  whom  he  inftrudted  in  the 
pronunciation  of  the  Englifh  lan¬ 
guage,  when  that  great  law  cha¬ 
racter  firft  became  a  candidate 
for  diftinCtion  at  the  Englifh  bar, 
afforded  him,  if  not  an  affluent, 
at  leaft  a  comfortable  fubfiftence, 


in  the  latter  years  of  his  very  long 
life. 

At  his  feat  at  Plaiftow,  /» 
Kent,  Peter  Ifaac  Thellufon, 
efq.  of  Brodfworth,  in  the  county  of 
York,  M.  P.  for  Malmefbury,  Wilts. 
The  fortune  of  which  he  difpofed, 
amounts  to  between  6  and  700,000  b 
The  legacies  to  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  are  not  quite  100,000 1.  His 
large  eftates  in  Yorkfhire,  and  the 
refidue  of  his  fortune,  he  leaves  to 
truftees  to  accumulate,  and  be  laid 
out  in  the  purchafe  of  eftates  in 
England,  until  all  the  male  children 
of  his  funs’  fons  and  grandfons  be 
dead.  The  term  of  accumulation 
cannot  probably  be  lefs  than  from 
80  to  120  years.  If  it  fliould  ter¬ 
minate  at  the  firft  period,  the  pro¬ 
perty  would  amount  to  about 
35  millions;  if  at  the  latter,  to 
140  millions.  If  at  this  remote  pe¬ 
riod  he  fhould  have  no  lineal  de¬ 
fendants,  the  whole  eftates  are  to 
be  fold,  and  the  money  applied  to 
the  finking  fund,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  parliament. — For  an  ab~ 
ft r act  of  his  will,  fee  Appendix  to 
the  Chronicle. 

AtNewcaftle,  Mrs.  Wilfon,  aged 
98.— At  Poulton  in  the  Fylde,  Mrs. 
J.  Stephenfon,  aged  117. — At  Dui- 
kinfield,  Mrs.  Kelfall,  aged  87, 
mother  to  1 3  children,  grandmother 
to  87,  great  grandmother  to  86,  and 
great  great  grandmother  to  three.— 
Near  Ormfkirk,  Francis  Watkinfon, 
aged  96. — At  War  boys,  Mr  Wood, 
aged  94. — At  Chedgreave,  Mr. 
Crifp,  aged  95. 


AUGUST. 

A  violent  ftorm  of  thunder  ^ 
and  lightning,  accompanied 
with  tremendous  hail  (lbme  of  the 

2  ftones 
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ftones  of  which  were  two  inches  and 
a  quarter  in  diameter,  and  which 
meal’ured  in  general  from  three  to 
five  inches  in  circumference)  fell  at 
Dunham  Mafiey,  in  the  county  of 
Chefter,  the  feat  of  the  earl  of  Stam¬ 
ford  ;  the  damage  done  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  hothoufes,  vineries,  and  frames, 
was  l'o  great,  that  the  number  of 
panes  of  glafs  broken  (exclulive  of 
thole  in  hand  and  bell  glaffes) 
amounted  to  feven  tliQufand  one 
hundred  and  fixty-nine!  Several 
fky-lights,  and  fome  windows  in  the 
inanfion  houfe,  were  much  hurt.  An 
oak,,  in  the  park,  buffered  greatly 
from  the  lightning. 

At  Hill-hook,  near  Birmingham., 
a  miller's  boy  rode  into  the  liable  of 
Theodore  Price,  efq.  who  has  a  farm 
in  that  neighbourhood,,  to  efcape  the 
fury  of  the  ftorm.  There  was  at  the 
fame  time  a  fervant  of  Mr.  Price, 
drelling  a  horfe  in  the  liable.  A 
tremendous  craili  of  thunder  came 
on  immediately,  and  the  lightning 
entered  the  building  at  the  fame  in¬ 
flan  t,  (battered  the  gable  end,  de- 
i’cended  upon  the  head  of  the  miller’s 
hoy,  and  through  the  horfe  he  rode, 
and  killed  them  both  in  a  moment. 
Dr.  Price’s  fervant  was  alfo  ltruek, 
and  the  other  horfe  was  found  lying 
upon  him.  By  great  attention,  how¬ 
ever,  the  fervant  is  likely  to  recover, 
and  the  horfe  is  very  well.  Upon 
examination  of  the  poor  lad.,  his  hair 
appears  to  be  finged,  the  veins  of  his 
Tody  appeared,  in  Their  ramified 
form,  black  blood  and  ichor  ran  out 
of  his  ears,  and  an  aperture  remains 
in  the  infide  of  his  thigh,  with  the 
ftirrounding  (kin  black,  correlpond- 
ing  in  fituation  to  a  hole  in  his 
leathern  breeches,  to  which  the  ex¬ 
ternal  (kill  plainly  adheres.  It  is 
probable,  that  the  electric  fluid  pal¬ 
led  in  this  direction,  through,  the 


body  of  the  boy  into  that  of  the 
horfe. 

A  poor  man,  watching  turf  on. 
Darlingham  Moor,  Norfolk,  was 
ftruck  dead  by  the  lightning,  whillt 
handing  between  his  two  fons,  who 
neither  of  them  received  any  other 
hurt  than  a  fevere  (hock. 

A  bullock  was  alfo  ftruck  dead  at 
Fakenham,  where  many  windows 
were  broken  by  the  violence  of  the 
ftorm. 

At  Dumfries,  the  atmofphere  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  in  one  continued  blaze 
for  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  It 
was  accompanied  with  a  great  deal 
of  rain,  by  which  the  river  Nith  was 
fwelled  to  an  unufual  height, 'and 
large  quantities  of  hay  were  fwept 
from  the  holms  and  carried  away. 

A  violent  whirlwind  arofe  upon 
part  of  BalffiH  Common,  taking  with 
it  a  great  quantity  of  dung  out  of  a 
field,  that  had  been  laid  there  for  ma¬ 
nuring  the  ground,  and  in  its  pro- 
grefs  darkening  the  air,  till  it  fell  in 
Kenilworth  chace,  which  is  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  from  the  former 
place.  In  its  direction,  houfes  and 
barns  were  (tripped  of  their  roofs, 
and  ftrong  lofty  trees  and  hedges 
were  almoft  bent  double  by  this 
alarming  tornado. 

About  fix  p.  m.  a  prodigious  fform 
of  rain  and  hail  fell  at  Dobcross  in 
Saddleworth,  attended  with  thunder 
and  lightning.  At  the  fame  time,  a 
young  man  and  his  uncle  were 
woiking  in  a  fmall  dye-houfe  near 
the  above  place.  The  uncle  was. 
(landing  near  the  door,  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  (hock  from  the  lightning, 
which  knocked  him  down.  He  im¬ 
mediately  got  up,  and  turning  to  his 
nephew,  law  him  linking  down  ;  lie 
ran  to  his  afflftance,  but,  to  his  great 
furprife,  found  him  quite  dead. 

The  young  mail’s  hat  was  torn. to 
2  pieces,.. 
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pieces,  and  the  hair  burnt  off  his 
Lead  ;  the  infide  of  his  clothes  were 
dinged,  and  fome  of  the  buttons  burnt 
off  his  breeches,  and  the  infide  of  his 
blockings  binged  as  if  done  by  a  hot 
iron. 

In  many  places  the  ftorm  has 
exhibited  all  the  violence  of  a  tor¬ 
nado.  At  Manchefterit  has  unroofed 
houfes,  torn  up  trees,  and  carried  off 
hay  ricks.  A  man  at  plough  had 
great  difficulty  in  refilling  the  attrac¬ 
tion  of  a  whirlwind,  though  he  held 
by  his  horfes. 

Some  miners,  from  the  tun- 
1  *  nel  of  the  Huddersfield  canal, 
went  for  amufement,  with  a  great 
number  of  people,  to  blow  up  a 
very  large  rock  in  Greenfield,  in 
Saddle  worth,  known  by  the  name 
of  Ravenstone.  After  many  fruit- 
lefs  attempts,  they  effected  their  pur¬ 
pose  in  the  evening,  when  they  tore 
that  venerable  relic  of  antiquity 
from  its  ancient  bafts.  It  fell  with 
a  moll  dreadful  craft],  and,  dividing, 
took  different  directions.  We  are 
lorry  to  add,  that  one  man  was 
killed  on  the  fpot,  and  others  fo 
much  wounded,  that  they  are  not 
expected  to  recover.  The  rock  had 
long  been  admired  for  its  towering 
grandeur,  and  had  nearly  a  mile  to 
roll  down  a  very  lleep  eminence. 

At  the  laft  general  quarter  le (lions 
for  Hamplhire,  Richard  Hall,  and 
Francis  Pope,  overfeersof  the  parifti 
of  Fordingbridge,  were  fen te need, 
the  former  to  pay  a  fine  of  100I. 
and  to  be  imprifoned  in  Bridewell 
feven  days  ;  and  the  latter  to  pay  a 
fine  of  50  1.  for  negleCt  of  duty,  and 
barbarity,  in  buffering  a  pauper 
•■(with  her  father  and  mother,  va¬ 
grants)  to  lie  under  a  hedge, between 
Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  rigour  of  a  molt  kicle- 
fiient  feafoa,  from  December  3.1ft  to 


January  3d  laft,  during  which  time 
Die.  was  delivered  of  a  female  child, 
without  relief. 

Married,  lately,  at  Glutton,  in 
Somerfetftfire,  Mr.  A,.  Naiffi,  aged 
74,  to  Mifs  Cook,  aged  34.  They 
had  cohabited  together  before,  long 
enough  to  have  had  two  children, 
who  were  brought  to  the  baptifmal 
font,  and  chriftened,  at  the  time 
when  the  nuptial  ceremony  took 
place. 

Laft  night,,  about  eleven,  the  ^ 
inhabitants  of  the  weftern  dis-  0 


trict  of  Argylefliire,  to  the  extent  of 
upwards  of  fixty  miles,  were  alarm¬ 
ed  by  the  fhock  of  an  earthquake, 
fo  violent  in  feveral  houfes  as  to 
overturn  many  weighty  articles  of 
houfehold  furniture.  Its  duration 
was  about  a  minute. 

This  morning,  a  young 
woman,  very  genteelly  drel- 
fed,  was  difeovered,  with  her  throat 
cut,  in  the  great  weft  alcove,  Ken- 
fington  gardens.  From  circumftan- 


ces,  it  appeared  that  the  had  flopped 
in  the  gardens  all  night;  and,  bv  a 

O  .O  7  7  %/ 


letter  found  in  her  pocket,  it  feerns 
a  rath  paiTion  entertained  for  the 
hutband  of  an  acquaintance,  was  the 
eaule  of  thp  unhappy  fuici-de. 

Swan  age. — On  Tuefday  morning, 
about  half-pad  ten,  the  tide  having 
flowed  about  an  hour,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  place  were  furprifed 
by  an  inftantaneous  fall  of  the  water, 
which  went  off,  leaving  boats  ftone 
dry  which  were  in  the  act  of  (hip¬ 
ping  goods  :  in  the  (pace  of  ten 
minutes  it  returned  with  equal  ve¬ 
locity  to  its  ufual  height ;  it  con¬ 
tinued  to  ebb  and  flow  in  this  kind 
of  way  five  or  fix  times  during  the 
flood  tide  ;  the  weather  at  this  time 
perfectly  ferene,  and  the  day  very 
hot.  ,  1 
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1 6  th  Jedburgh. — A  multitude 
of  stout  young  men,  to  the 
number  of  near  2,000,  allembled, 
each  armed  with  a  bludgeon,  from 
different  parts  of  the  country. — 
After  having  heard  read,  and  agreed 
to  certain  refolutions,  peremptorily 
to  oppofe  being  drawn  as  militia¬ 
men,  they  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of 
the  perfon  in  whofe  pofTefbon  were 
the  lifts  of  thofe  to  be  balloted,  and 
carried  them  off  in  triumph.  They 
afterwards  paraded  the  ftreets,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  drum,  but  offered  no 
violence.  Other  meetings  of  a  fimi- 
!ar  kind  have  taken  place,  and  we 
underhand,  to  a  ftiil  greater  extent^ 
in  forne  neighbouring  towns.  The 
duke,  of  Roxburgh,  in  his  way 
home  from  Jedburah,  was  fur- 
rounded  in  his  carriage,  but  no 
perfonal  violence  was  offered  to 
him,  by  the  fame  party.  He  was 
taken  ill,  it  is  faid,  iy  confequence 
of  the  terror  it  occafioned  him. 

.j  ^.1  A  daring  mutiny  on  board 
°L  '*  the  St.  George  man  of  war, 
of  96  guns,  capt.  Peard,  one  of  lord 
St.V  ineent’s  fleet,  was  lately  quelled 
by  the  fpirit  and  activity  of  her 
commander  and  his  firft  lieutenant, 
whofe  conduct  on  the  occafion,  while 
it  exhibits  a  glorious  example  to 
the  officers  of  our  navy,  entitles 
them  to  the  thanks  and  gratitude 
of  their  country.  Three  men,  who 
had  been  fen  fenced  to  fuffer  death 
for  mutinous  behaviour  in  fome 
other  fhip,  were  fent  on  board  the 
St.  George,  to  be  executed.  The 
crew,  on  the  arrival  of  the  prifoners, 
drew  up  a  remonftrance  in  their 
'favour,  and  begged  of  capt.  Peard 
to  intercede  in  their  behalf  with  the 
admiral  of  the  fleet.  The  captain 
replied,  that  he  fhould  lay  their 
prayer  before  lord  St.  Vincent ;  and, 
in  purfuance  of  his  promife,  he  loft 


no  time  in  fubmitting  the  remon¬ 
ftrance  to  the  admiral.  The  noble 
earl’s  anfwer  was,  that  he  confidered 
the  fentence  of  the  mutineers  as 
founded  upon  folid  juftice  and  im¬ 
perious  neceffity,  and  confequently 
he  could  not  think  of  retracting  the 
fandtion  which  he  had  given  to  the 
judgment  of  the  court  martial,  by 
whom  they  had  been  convidted. 
Upon  this  determination  being  made 
known  to  the  people  of  the  St. 
George,  the  ftrongeft  fymptoms  of 
diffatisfaction  were  manifefted  by 
them.  Obferving  their  condud,  the 
captain  took  the  precaution  of 
watching  their  proceedings  with  the 
utmoft  ft ri chiefs ;  and  very  foon 
difeovered,  by  means  of  an  honeft 
tar,  that  they  had  entered  into  a 
refolution  of  feizing  the  fhip,  de- 
pofing  the  officers,  and  liberating 
their  condemned  companions.  The 
evening  previous  to  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  for  carrying  into  effedt  the 
fentence  of  the  court-martial,  was 
the  time  fixed  upon  to  put  their 
plan  in  force.  Captain  Peard  fee¬ 
ing  the  crew  affemble  in  the  wafte, 
immediately  approached,  and  ad- 
dreffed  them  to  the  following  ef- 
fedt : — “  l  am  perfectly  aware  of 
your  intentions,  and  fhall  oppofe 
them  at  the  rifle  of  my  life.  You 
have  determined  to  relift  the  au¬ 
thority  of  your  officers ;  I  am  re- 
folved  to  do  my  duty,  and  to  enforce 
a  ftridt  obedience  to  my  orders.  I 
am  fenlible  that  you  are,  for  the 
moft  part,  the  vidtims  of  delufion  ; 
I  know  the  ringleaders,  and  do  not 
hefitate  to  avow  my  intentions  of 
bringing  them  to  juftice.  I  command 
you  to  difperfe,  and  to  return  to  your 
duty.”  Finding  this  addrefs  did  not 
produce  the  defired  effedt,  the  captain 
inftantly  ruflied  in  amid  the  crowd, 
accompanied  only  by  his  firft  lieu¬ 
tenant, 
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tenant,  bravely  feized  two  of  the 
people,  whom  he  knew  to  be  the 
promoters  of  the  confpiraey,  drag¬ 
ged  them  out  by  main  force,  and  put 
them  into  irons,  without  experienc¬ 
ing  the  flighted  refiftance  from  the 
crew ;  and  fuck  was  the  gallant  fpirit 
and  determined  courage  difplayed 
by  him  on  the  occ.afion,  that  order 
was  immediately  reftored,  by  the 
remainder  of  the  men  retiring  to 
their  refpedtive  flations.  The  three 
convi&s  were  next  morning  hanged 
at  the  yard  arm,  agreeable  to  their 
fentence,  in  the  prefence  of  the  re¬ 
pentant  crew,  whofe  condudl  from 
that  time  was  marked  with  a  be¬ 
coming  fubmiffion  and  fubordination. 
The  two  mutinous  feamen  remained 
in  cuftody  till  Friday  and  Saturday 
July  7th  and  8th,  when,  after  a  molt 
impartial  hearing,  they  were  con¬ 
demned  and  executed  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  Sunday  the  9th. 

The  firh  lieutenant  has  fince  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  matter  and 
commander,  as  a  juft  tribute  to  his 
acknowledged  merit. 

,  At  his  apartments  in 

1  *  Cork-ftreet,  St. James’s,  lord 

Mountmorres  (aged  51)  put  an  end 
to  his  exiftence  by  (hooting  the 
contents  of  a  loaded  piftol  completely 
through  his  head. 

On  Thurfday,  the  day  preceding, 
Iris  lordthip,  finding  his  intellects 
fomewhat  affected,  wrote  a  letter  to 
Dr.  Willis,  requefting  his  attendance 
next  morning. 

On  the  fame  day,  his  lordthip 
dined  by  invitation  with  an  intimate 
friend.  After  dinner,  he  arofe  from 
the  table,  and  took  leave  ofthe  com¬ 
pany,  informing  them  that  he  was 
preparing  for  a  journey,  which  he 
was  about  to  undertake.  His  friend 
expreffed  much  aftoniihment  at  the 
abruptnefs  of  this  declaration. 
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His  lordship  then  drank  a  glafs 
of  wine,  obferving,  u  1  thall  never 
drink  another  with  you — I  am  going 
to  leave  this  country  to-morrow 
morning.”  “  Are  you  going  to  Ire¬ 
land,  my  lord?” — “  It  is  poffible  I 
may  vifit  that  country”  His  lord¬ 
fhip  then  returned  home.  On  his 
arrival,  he  left  directions  for  the 
few  bills  which  he  owed  to  be  dif- 
charged,  and  ordered  a  "poft-cliaife 
to  be  in  readinefs  for  him  by  10 
o’clock  next  morning.  Obferving 
fome  of  Mr.  Ridgway’s  children  at 
the  door,  he  called  them  in,  gave 
them  a  (hilling  each,  and  de fired 
them  to  tell  their  father  that  he  was 
going  to  a  country  from  which  he 
Ihould  never  return.  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  make  the  neceffarv  pre¬ 
parations  for  his  journey,  and  did 
not  go  to  bed  during  the  night. 

At  fix  o’clock  on  Friday  morning, 
he  rang  the  bell  for  his  female  fer- 
vant.  On  her  entering  the  room, 
Hie  perceived  everything  in confufion, 
and  felt  fo  much  alarm  at  the  un- 
ufual  appearance  of  his  lordfhip, 
that  (lie  left  the  room  before  he 
had  time  to  fpeak  to  her.  He, 
however,  rang  a  fecond  time,  and 
ordered  her  to  prepare  his  breakfall 
immediately,  which  fiie  did.  At 
eight  o’clock,  his  lordlhip  ordered 
the  fervant  to  clear  the  breakfall 
table  ; — at  ten,  (he  heard  fomething 
fall  in  the  dining-room,  but  durfl 
not  go  up  to  fee  what  it  was.  Soon 
after,  the  hair-dreffer  came  to  drefs 
his  lordfhip ;  and,  at  the  requeft  of 
the  fervant,  he  went  up  flairs,  and 
knocked  at  the  door,  which  he 
found  locked,  and  could  not  obtain 
admiffion.  As  much  alarm  now 
prevailed,  means  were  taken  to 
force  an  entrance,  and  on  the  door 
being  opened,  his  lordlhip  was  dif- 
covered  lying  dead  upon  the  floor. 

*  E  4  It 
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It  appeared  that  he  had  put  the 
piRol  into  his  mouth,  which  ac¬ 
counts  for  its  not  being  heard  by 
the  fervant. 

Dr.  Willis  had  now  arrived,  but 
too  late.  Although  his  lordlhip 
was  not  without  his  peculiarities, 
his  moral  and  private  character  was 
irreproachable.  He  was  a  harm- 
lefs  inoffenfive  man,  gentle  in  his 
manners,  and  upright  in  his  prin¬ 
ciples.  Ili$  political  knowledge 
was  great,  and  his  primary  am¬ 
bition  was  to  diffeminate  the  fruits 
of  his  inveftigations,  for  the  benefit 
of  mankind. 

~  1  Burgefs’s  library  and  in- 
*  *  furance  fire-office,  at  Rams¬ 

gate,  was  early  this  morning  burnt  to 
the  ground.  The  flames  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  violent,  and.butforthe  military 
Rationed  there,  that  beautiful  village 
would  probably  have  been  deftroyed. 
The  caufe  of  this  calamity  ffiould 
ferve  as  a  general  caution.  Early 
in  the  week,  a  chimney  in  the 
houfe  took  fire ;  the  flames  were 
eafily  fuppreffed,  and  the  fire,  it  was 
fuppofed,  extinguiffied  ;  but,  after  a 
lapfe  of  three  days,  it  again  broke 
forth  with  a  degree  of  violence  not 
to  be  refifted. 

A  violent  florm  of  thunder  and 

lightning,  accompanied  with  hail, 

took  place  this  morning,  between 

the  hours  of  two  and  fix.  It  raved 
.  B  © 

at  intervals  with  uncommon  vio¬ 
lence,  and  has  caufed  fome  ferious 
damage. 

In  the  church-yard  of  Alderman- 
bury,  a  tree  was  (truck  by  the 
lightning,  and  inftantly  withered  to 
the  root ;  the  other  trees  around 
It  ftood  untouched. 

At  Putney,  the  north  wall  of  Mr. 
S.  Warners  garden  was  firuck 
down.  The  lightning  was  attract¬ 
ed  by  the  irorj  fpikes  which  con¬ 


ducted  the  mifchievous  element  to 
two  other  parts,  which  were  alfo 
levelled  with  the  ground.  The 
lightning  at  laft  buried  itfelf  in  the 
gravel  walk,  where  it  made  a 
cavity  of  feveral  yards  in  circum¬ 
ference. 

v  At  Plymouth  it  commenced  light¬ 
ning  at  nine  on  Thurfday  night, 
and  continued  with  increafing  vio¬ 
lence  until  next  morning,  and  did 
not  fubfide  until  three  o’clock.  The 
whole  horizon,  for  three  hours  ap¬ 
peared  in  one  continued  blaze,  owing 
to  the  rapid  fucceffion  of  the  daffies 
of  lightning,  accompanied  by  the 
mod:  tremendous  peals  of  thunder 
that  were  perhaps  ever  heard.  The 
hail-ftones,  which  fell  in  torrents, 
were  as  large  as  sparrows  eggs;  a 
fize,  perhaps,  common  in  fome  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  but  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  here.  At  twelve  o’clock 
the  fea  rofe  in  a  mod  aftoniffiing 
manner,  to  the  extent  of  twelve  feet 
in  the  fpace  of  ten  minutes,  and 
poured  into  Sutton  Pool,  where 
about  40  or  50  veffels  were  lying 
aground,  moored  head  and  Item, 
which  floated  them  off;  and  the 
reflux  of  the  fea  carried  near  twenty 
fifhing  fmacks,  floops,  and  barges, 
with  a  great  number  of  boats,  up¬ 
wards  of  a  mile  into  the  Sound,  at 
the  rate  of  ten  or  twelve  knots; 
foon  after  which  another  bore  came 
on,  and  brought  feveral  of  them 
back  into  the  Pool,  others  into 
Catwater,  and  fome  were  drifted 
near  the  rocks  under  the  Eaft  Hoe. 
The  brig  Mary,  of  250  tons  burthen, 
captain  Martin,  from  Glafgow,  la¬ 
den  with  coals,  was  driven  under 
the  arch  at  Stone-houfe  bridge,  and 
her  main-mall  and  bowfprit  carried 
away,  her  bows  Rove  in,  and  other 
confiderable  damage.  Fortunately 
at  the  time  this  phenomenon  took 
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place,  it  was  a  dead  calm,  though 
the  wind  had  blown  hrong  at  Eaft 
the  whole  of  the  preceding  day,  and 
part  of  the  night;  which  had  it 
continued,  would  inevitably  have 
forced  on  the  rocks  every,  veffel 
which  broke  adrift.  The  damage 
done  at  this  place,  however,  has 
not  been  very  great ;  but  it  is  feared 
that  very  melancholy  accounts  will 
be  received  from  along  the  coah. 
It  is  generally  fuppofed,  that  the 
fudden  rife  of  the  fea  was  occa- 
fioned  by  an  earthquake  in  no  very 
remote  quarter,  as  fimilar  effefts 
appeared  here  when  the  memorable 
earthquake  happened  at  Lilbon. 

At  Weymouth,  the  flalhea  were 
fo  vivid,  that  the  foldiers  in  the 
camp  were  fearful  of  their  tents 
taking  fire.  A  fentinel  of  the 
South  Gloucefter,  who  flood  guard 
at  the  hand  of  drums  in  the  centre 
of  the  camp,  was  thrown  down  by 
them,  and  had  his  collar-bone 
broken.  A  great  deal  of  damage 
has  been  done  to  the  fhrubberies, 
gardens,  and  corn-fields;  but,  what 
is  moh  extraordinary,  a  large  ridge 
of  fand  on  the  beach,  which  pre¬ 
vented  the  paffage  of  the  bathing- 
machines,  was  entirely  carried  away 
'  into  the  fea,  to  the  no  fmall  joy  of 
the  bathers. 

At  Bath,  Aug.  18. — This  morn¬ 
ing, ‘about  two  o’clock,  began  one  of 
the  moft  awful  and  tremendous 
horms  of  thunder  and  li  gin¬ 
ning,  accompanied  by  torrents  of 
rain,  that  was  perhaps  ever  wit- 
neffed;  it  continued  till  long  after 
day-light;  the  flafhes  of  lightning 
were  fo  rapid  in  fuccehion,  and  fo 
vivid,  that  the  atmofphere  appeared 
one  blaze. 

At  Saddleworth,  in  Lancafhire,  a 
jtnarq  a  yryman,  and  a  boy,  were 


grinding  hone  into  fand  in  a  fmall 
hut ;  the  lightning  entered  the  roof 
of  the  building  at  one  corner,  where 
a  horfe  was  handing ;  the  horfe. 
(fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  the  iron 
chain  he  had  about  him)  received 
no  injury,  but  the  lightning  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  an  oblique  dire&ion,  and 
hruck  the  man  dead.  The  woman, 
was  fo  much  hurt,  that  her  life  is 
defpaired  of.  The  boy  was  raifed 
from  bis  feat,  and  carried  into  a 
large  tub  that  hood  near  him, 
where  he  found  himfelf  covered 
with  fand,  and  the  woman’s  cloak 
and  hat,  but  he  was  not  in  the 
leaf!  hurt. 

This  morning,  about  five  , 
o'clock,  twenty  police  offi-  20  * 

cers  came  to  Norwood,  in  three 
hackney-coaches,  threw  down  all 
the  gipfy  tents,  and  expofed  about 
thirty  men,  women,  and  children, 
in  the  primitive  hate  of  man.  They 
carried  them  to  prifon,  to  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  Vagrant  Act. 


22d. 


A  dreadful  horm,  attended 
with  a  whirlwind,  happened 
near  Peter-Raner,  in  South  Pruffia; 
whole  woods  were  torn  up,  and 
trees  carried  into  the  air,  like 
/heaves  of  corn;  feveral  villages 
were  entirely  dehroyed,  with  a 
number  of  cattle  ;  many  people  were 
alfo  much  hurt. 

The  following;  melancholy  , 
accident  happened  at  Bark-  ‘ 
ing  Creek's  Mouth,  near  Woolwich: 
Thirteen  perfons,  returning  from 
on  board  a  vehel,  hopped  to  take 
a  child  from  on  board ;  the  tide 
running  hrong,  carried  the  boat  a 
little  way  from  the  fhip,  when  feme 
ol  the  party  endeavouring  to  reach 
the  child,  unfortunately  dropped  it 
in  the  water.  Every  one  inhantly 
attempting  to  fave  it,  ran  to  the 
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fide  of  the  boat,  when  it  inftantly 
upfet,  and  fix  ®f  the  unfortunate 
perfons  perifhed,  among  whom  was 
the  infant. 

,  About  noon,  this  day,  a 
24  3«  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 
Honiton,  in  Devonfhire,  which 
raged  with  great  fury  for  four 
Lours,  and  was  with  difficulty 
extinguifhed  in  the  evening,  after 
deflroying  near  forty  houfes,  among 
which  was  the  bank ;  but  we  are 
not  at  prefent  informed  of  any  other 
particulars.  This  is  the  third  ca¬ 
lamitous  vifitation  of  this  nature, 
with  which  the  above  unfortunate 
town  has  been  afflicted  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  years.  As  the  flames 
fpread  with  great  rapidity,  owing 
to  the  houfes  being  generally  cover¬ 
ed  with  thatch,  the  moft  valuable 
of  the  furniture,  and  various  articles 
of  trade,  were  confumed.  Several 
of  the  dwellings  were,  however, 
mere  cottages.  The  lofs  altogether 
is  eflimated  at  between  fifteen  and 
20,000 1. ;  and  feveral  families  are 
reduced  to  extreme  diltrefs.  Had 
the  fire  broken  out  in  the  night,  or 
the  wind  been  unfavourable,  nearly 
the  whole  town  muff  nave  been 
deflroyed. 

28  th  Leicefler. — George  Da¬ 

venport,  convifted  at  our 
laft  aflizes  of  a  highway  robbery, 
was  this  day  executed.  He  was 
thirty-nine  years  of  age ;  eighteen 
of  which  he  had,  according  to  his 
own  confeffion,  been  a  highway 
robber.  He  has  deferted  from  dif¬ 
ferent  regiments  forty  times,  and 
bad  frequently  efcaped  from  gaol. 
He  has  made  fome  important  dif- 
coveries.  He  went  from  the  prifon 
to  the  place  of  execution  in  a  pofl- 
chaife,  accompanied  by  his  brother, 
and  drefl'ed  in  bis  fhroud,  &c,  and 


was  afterwards  buried  with  his  fa¬ 
mily  at  Great  Wigfton. 

A  terrible  riot  took  place  , 
at  Tranent. — For  the  par- 
ticulars  of  which  fee  the  Appendix 
to  the  Chronicle. 

Bath,  Aug.  30. — At  the  yearly 
conference  of  the  methodift  preach¬ 
ers  and  delegates  from  the  princi¬ 
pal  focieties  in  the  kingdom,  lately 
held  at  Leeds,  they  came  to  a  refo- 
lution,  that  if  any  of  the  members 
of  their  focieties  fhould  maintain 
and  propagate  opinions  inimical 
to  the  civil  government  and  efta- 
blifhed  religion  of  the  country,  they 
fhould  no  longer  be  confidered  as 
having  fellowlhip  or  connexion  with 
them,  but,  that  all  fuch  fhould  be 
defired  quietly  to  withdraw  them- 
felves  from  the  focieties  :  which,  if 
they  refufed  to  do,  and  continued  to 
act  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  this 
refolution,  that  then  they  fhould  be' 
forthwith  expelled ;  it  being  una- 
nimoufly  determined  that  the  fo¬ 
cieties  fhould  not  become  a  nurfery 
of  fedition,  or  acknowledge  the  dif- 
turbers  of  the  public  weal. 

Aug.  31. — A  ihocking  accident 
happened  this  month  at  the  Grotto 
of  Arveiron:  As  a  Genevefe gentle¬ 
man,  his  fon,  and  nephew,  were 
admiring  that  beautiful  vault,  the 
fon  on  palling  under  it,  fired  a  pifiol, 
which  caufed  the  vault  to  crack, 
and  it  immediately  funk  in  every 
part.  The  unfortunate  youth  was 
buried  under  its  ruins  ;  and  the  un¬ 
happy  father,  who  flood  a  little 
diflance  from  him,  was  foon  reached 
by  the  bulky  pieces  of  ice,  which 
broke  one  of  his  thighs,  and  other- 
wife  very  much  bruifed  him;  but 
his  nephew  had  time  to  efcape. 

About  the  latter  end  of  Auguft, 
Scutari,  the  fineff  and  largefl  fuburb 
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of  Conftantinople,  was  almofl  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed  by  a  violent  con¬ 
flagration.  which  confumed  upwards 
of  3000  buildings. 

A  fire  at  N)  burg;  in  the  Danifh 
Ifle  of  Funen,  dining  a  great  florm 
of  wind  there  lately,  confumed  141 
houfes,  a  third  part  of  the  place. 

Died. — James  Petit. An¬ 
drews,  efq.  F.  A.  S.  one  of 
the  magiffrates  of  the  police  office 
in  Queen’s  fquare,  Weftminfter,  and 
brother  to  fir  Jofeph  Andrews, 
bart. — Mr.  Andrews  was  author 
of  feveral  publications ;  amongft 
others,  1.  “  Anecdotes,  ancient  and 
modern,  with  obfervations,  1789/’ 
8 vo.,  and  a  fupplenient  to  it,  1700, 
8vo.  ;  2.  “  A  Hiftory  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  conneded  with  the  Chrono¬ 
logy  of  Europe,  1795,”  2  vols.  410., 
containing  anecdotes  of  the  times, 
Eves  of  the  learned,  with  lpecimens 
of  their  works,  on  the  plan  of  prefi- 
dent  Henault ;  3.  Continuation  of 
Henry’s  Hiftory  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,”  in  one  vol.  4to.,  and  2  vols. 
8vo.,  1796  ;  4.  “  Account  of  Saxon 
coins  found  in  Kintbury  church¬ 
yard,  Berks,”  (Archteol.  VII.  430) ; 
5.  “  The  Account  of  Shaw,”  in  Mr. 
More’s  Berklhire  Colle&ions,  page 
75.  He  was  alfo  the  tranflator  of 
The  Savages  of  Europe,”  a  popu¬ 
lar  French  novel. 

,  At  his  houfe  in  Derby, 
^  aged  fixty- three,  Jofeph 
Wright,  efq.  long  held  in  high 
eftimation  throughout  Europe,  as  a 
chafte  and  elegant  painter.  He  was 
a  pupil  of  Hudfon.  Mr.  Wright’s 
early  hiftorical  pictures  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  firft  valuable  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  Englifh  fchool.  His 
attention  was  afterwards  directed, 
for  fome  years,  to  portrait-painting ; 
but  his  genius  was  not  to  be  cir- 
cumfcribed  within  fuel)  narrow  li¬ 
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mits ;  and,  therefore,  at  a  mature 
age,  he  vifited  Italy,  to  ftudy  the 
precious  remains  of  art  which  that 
country  pofiefted.  His  fine  draw¬ 
ings,  after  Michael  Angelo,  and  the 
enthufiafm  with  which  he  always 
fpoke  of  the  fublime  original,  evinc¬ 
ed  the  eftimation  in  which  he  held 
them  ;  and,  from  their  extreme  ac¬ 
curacy,  they  may  be  confideied  as 
faithful  delineations  of  the  treafures 
of  the  Capella  Sefiina,  and  fuch  as 
have  never  yet  been  exhibited  to 
the  public.  During  his  abode  in 
Italy,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  fee¬ 
ing  a  very  memorable  eruption  of 
Vefuvius,  which  rekindled  his  in¬ 
clination  for  painting  extraordinary 
effeds  of  light :  and  his  different 
pictures  of  this  fublime  event  ftand 
decidedly  chef  d’ceuvres  in  that  line 
of  painting. 

Hear  Lancafter,  Mr.  Geld  art, 
aged  90. — -At  Afh,  Mrs,  Hollam, 
aged  87,  having  left  fix  children, 
thirty-two  grand-children,  and  fifty 
great  grand-children,  all  furviving. 
— At  Cumlev,  Mrs.  Ducket,  aged 
10@. 


SEPTEMBER. 

This  evening,  as  Mr.  Of- 
borne,  of  Kenfmgton,  was  re^ 
turning  home  from  London,  on 
eroding  the  way  againft  the  palace- 
gate,  Kenfmgton,  he  was  knocked 
down  and  run  over  by  a  fwift  horfe 
without  a  rider,  whofe  off  hind  foot 
ft  ruck  the  buckle  out  of  his  left  fhoe, 
and  rafed  the  (kin  of  his  inftep,  with¬ 
out  one  drop  of  blood  being  fhed, 
only  a  fevere  contufion  on  the  right 
arm  and  elbow,  on  which  he  fell. 

At  the  aflizes,  at  Stafford,  Air. 
Thomas  Wilmot  Oliver,  charged 
with  having  wilfully  murdered  Air, 

Wood, 
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Wood,  by  fhooting  him,  on  Friday, 
the  27th  January  laft,  being  found 
guilty,  was  fentenced  to  fufFer  death, 
and  his  body  to  be  delivered  to  the 
furgeonsfor  diffection. 

A  plea  of  hereditary  infanity  was 
attempted  to  be  eftablifhed  by  his 
counfel,  but  it  was  invalidated.  A 
more  affecting  combination  of  cir- 
eumftances,  than  thofe  which  at¬ 
tended  this  unfortunate  affair,  feldom 
occur. 

This  morning,  about  ten 
o’clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
workfhops  of  M  r.  Tanner,  carpenter, 
in  the  village  of  Tiverton,  Somerfet- 
fliire,  which  entirely  deftroyed  the 
fame,  together  with  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  feafoned  deal  and  oak  planks, 
to  the  almoft  total  ruin  of  an  induf- 
trious  man  and  his  family,  the  lofs 
being  eftimated  at  500I.  the  whole 
of  which  was  uninfured.  The  fire 
was  occafioned  by  a  live  coal  falling 
from  the  adjoining  blackfmith’s 
forge,  through  an  accidental  hole  in 


the  wall,  on  fome  fliavings  in  the 
workfhops. 

g  ^  As  the  workmen,  who  were 
building  a  county  bridge  near 
Collumpton,  were  cutting  off  the 
centers  on  which  the  arch  was 
turned,  the  whole  building  fuddenly 
fell  in,  killed  two  men  on  the  fpot, 
and  wounded  feveral  others. 

This  day  was  executed  a  writ  of 
enquiry  to  affefs  damages  in  a  cafe 
of  crim.  con.  Boddington  verfus  Bod- 
dington.— For  particulars  fee  the 
Appendix  to  the  Chronicle. 

few  days  fmce  the  firfl  brick  of 
the  new  bridge  e reded  over  the  river 
Avon,  by  public  fubfcription,  in  the 
centre  of  the  village  of  Pewfey,  in 
the  county  of  Wilts,  was  laid, 
through  the  indefatigable  exertions 
of  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Townfend,  rec¬ 
tor  of  that  parifb  :  the  water  where¬ 


of  having  for  many  years  proved  fo 
fatal  to  cattle  in  the  winter  feafon, 
as  well  as  almoft  a  total  obftruction 
to  travellers,  occafioned  fo  import¬ 
ant  an  undertaking. 

A  very  melancholy  and  , 
diflreffing  calamity  occurred  ^ 
at  Mr.  Meux’s  brewhoufe,  in  Liquor- 
pond-ftreet.  A  porter  vat  having 
been  emptied  on  Thurfday,  and  kept 
open  above  the  ufual  time  of  fix- 
and-thirty  hours  before  it  was 
eleanfed,  one  of  the  men  was  let 
down  acrofs  a  ftick  faffened  to  r-opes, 
to  perform  that  ferviee  ;  he  unfortu¬ 
nately,  letting  go  his  hold,  fell  to  the 
bottom,  and  the  vapour  not  being 
evaporated,  caufed  initant  fuffoca- 
tion;  his  companion,  feeing  his  fitu- 
tion,  and  having  procured  a  joint 
ladder,  went  down  into  the  veffel, 
where,  on  reaching  the  bottom,  he 
fell  lifelefs.  Mr.  Squires,  a&ing 
clerk,  imagining  he  could  bring  the 
unfortunate  perfons  up,  perfifted  alfo 
in  going  down,  though  intreated  to 
defift,  and  accordingly  being  fup- 
plied  with  ropes,  he  put  one  round 
the  neck  and  v/aift  of  one  of  the 
men  ;  but  being  defired  by  the  per¬ 
fons  above  to  ffiift  it  under  his  arms, 
while  performing  this  humane  office, 
the  effluvia  overpowered  him,  and 
he  dropped  down  dead.  The  bodies 
of  all  three,  after  fome  time,  were 
drawn  up  by  hooks.  His  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  York,  who 
happened  to  be  at  Mr.  Leader’s, 
coachmaker,  at  the  time  of  the  ac¬ 
cident,  went  immediately  to  the 
brewhoufe,  and  ordered  every  medi¬ 
cal  affiftance  to  be  procured.  Se¬ 
veral  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  at¬ 
tended,  and  uled  the  means  of  refuf- 
citation  for  near  three  hours,  but 
without  effect.  The  coroner’s  jury 
fat  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
and  brought  in  their  verdift  Acci- 
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dental  Death.  Mr.  Squires  was  only 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  Ihey 
were  all  of  them  married,  and  one 
has  left  four  children. 

,  At  the  nifi  prius  bar  at 
11  *  Briftol,  a  caufe  of  great  im¬ 

portance  to  the  mercantile  world, 
came  on  to  be  tried  before  fir  Nafh 
Grofe,  and  a  fpecial  jury. — Thecir- 
cumflances  of  the  cale  are  fliortly 
thefe :  M‘Taggart  and  co.  tobacco 
merchants,  of  London,  ftruck  a  bar¬ 
gain  with  the  Hunters  and  co.  mer¬ 
chants,  at  Briftol,  to  fell  them  a 
quantity  of  unmanufactured  tobacco 
(to  the  amount  of  1,300  b)  for  a  bill 
at  three  months,  payable  in  London. 
The  goods  were  (hipped  off  the 
latter  part  of  February;  about  the 
beginning  of  March  ot  the  fame 
year,  the  houfe  of  the  Hunters 
became  infolvent,  which  was  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  time  when  M‘TaggarFs 
bill  on  them  became  due.  They, 
therefore,  no  fooner  heard  of  the 
failure,  than  one  oi  the  partners 
haftened  from  town,  and  overtook 
the  goods  at  Portfmouth  ;  which  he 
inftantly  feized,  and  would  not  fuffer 
to  proceed.  Now  this  was  an  action  of 
trover  brought  by  the  aflignees  of  the 
Hunters,  to  recover  the  value  of  the 
tobacco  fo  feized  by  the  defendants  ; 
and  upon  this  ground,  that  the  ve fi¬ 
fe  1  in  which  it  was  flipped  by  the 
configners,  was  a  chartered  (hip  of 
the  confignees,  and  that,  therefore, 
it  was  an  adlual  delivery  to  them. 
The  leading  counfel  for  the  defend¬ 
ants  made  a  very  eloquent  and  inge¬ 
nious  fpeech  to  the  jury  :  in  which 
he  infilled  flrongly  on  the  circum- 
llance,  that  his  clients,  while  fettling 
the  mode  of  conveyance  with  the 
Hunters,  had  never  once  afked  the 
queftion,  whether  the  thip  was  char¬ 
tered  or  general ;  from  whence  he 
inferred  proof  of  no  effential  difference 


exifting  between  them.  Some  other 
points  were  ably  urged;  and  he  con- 
eluded,  by  reminding  the  jury  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  caufe  to  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  and  of 
the  pernicious  eonfequences  which 
would,  refult  to  credit,  the  very  life¬ 
blood  of  the  ftate,  if  they  fliould  give 
a  verdift  for  the  plaintiffs.  Before 
the  leading  counfel  on  the  other  fide 
addrefied  the  jury  in  reply,  the  judge 
faid,  it  was  his  duty  to  declare,  that 
he  had  never  known  a  ffronger  or  a 
clearer  point  of  law :  that  a  chartered 
veffel  was  indubitably  the  particular 
warehouse  of  thofe  who  chartered 
her,  and  that  of  confequence  no  per- 
fon  could  legally  flop  or  detain  any 
goods  (hipped  on  board  fuch  veffel, 
without  permiflion  of  the  owners. 
Upon  this  a  verdict  was  inftantly 
given  for  the  plaintiffs,  to  the  full 
value  of  the  tobacco. 

Burford. — Yefterday  this  , 

town  and  its  neighbourhood  J 
was  vifited  by  one  of  the  mo  ft  vio¬ 
lent  ftorms  ever  remembered.  It. 
came  on  about  nine  P.  M.  the  wind 
being  in  a  fouth-wefterly  direction, 
and  blowing  very  roughly.  At  tern 
the  rain  defeended  in  torrents,  mixed 
with  hailftones  of  an  uncommonly 
large  ffze,  and  accompanied  with, 
very  tremendous  thunder  and  light¬ 
ning.  In  about  two  hours  the  thunder 
and'  lightning  went  off,  the  rain 
ftill  continuing  to  pour  down  in  a 
degree  not  remembered  in  this  place 
by  the  oldeft  inhabitant.  We  have 
not  heard  of  any  damage  from  the 
lightning  ;  but  in  confequence  of  the* 
heavy  rain,  the  Windrufb,  a  fmalt 
river  near  this  place,  was  fo  much 
fwelled  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  as. 
to  carry  away  the  bridge  between 
this  town  and  Fullbroo'ke. 

As  feme  workmen  were 
digging  in  a  field  belonging  /  u 
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to  Mr.  Allen,  brewer,  at  Croydon, 
one  of  them  (truck  his  fpade  againft 
an  old  fword,  four  feet  and  a  half 
in  length,  of  great  weight,  and  very 
rufty.  On  digging  a  few  feet  deeper, 
two  complete  luits  of  armour  were 
found,  near  7  feet  long,  and  another 
fword  in  the  fame  ftate  with  the 
former.  There  were  lying  near  the 
fame  fpot  feveral  fkulls,  and  other 
bones  of  the  human  body.  From 
the  faftiion  of  the  arms,  and  other 
circumftances,  the  cognofcenti  ima¬ 
gine  that  they  are  the  remains 
of  fome  of  the  men  who  fell 
in  a  defperate  a&ion  which  was 
fought  near  Croydon,  about  the  year 
1203,  in  ihe  reign  of  king  John, 
between  the  two  barons,  Hubert  de 
Montmorenci,  and  John  Winnoff  of 
Winchefter. 

,  This  morning,  about  half 
1  *  *  pad  three,  as  Cook’s  ftage- 
coach,was  travelling  from  London  to 
Salisbury,  approaching  within  half  a 
mile  of  Overton, the  coachman  by  the 
light  of  his  lamps,  perceived  the  body 
of  a  man  lying  in  the  road,  and  on 
alighting  difcovered  it  to  be  Jerry, 
the  driver  of  Rufiel’s  waggon,  under 
the  wheels  of  which  he  had  by  fome 
means  fallen,  as  one  fide  of  his 
head  was  cruflied  to  pieces,  and  pre- 
fented  a  moft  (hocking  fpe&acle. 
With  the  aftlftance  of  the  paflengers, 
the  coachman  removed  the  body 
to  the  road-fide,  till  he  could  fend  a 
proper  perfon  to  take  care  of  it;  and 
when  the  coach  arrived  at  Overton, 
he  found  the  waggon  at  the  inn- 
door,  having  gone  without  further 
accident  down  the  deep  hill  at  the 
entrance  of  that  town,  though  the 
wheels  were  unlocked,  and  the 
horfes  without  a  driver.  A  boy  was 
afteep  in  the  waggon  the  whole  time, 
and  knew  nothing  of  the  accident. 

From  the  Jamaica  Gazette,  we 


have  the  following  particulars  of  the 
dreadful  earthquake  which  happen¬ 
ed  lad  February  at  Quito,  in  South 
America*  This  dreadful  calamity 
began  at  Quito,  at  half  paft  feven 
A.  M.  and  laded,  from  the  bed  cal¬ 
culation,  upwards  of  three  minuter 
The  elegant  college  of  St.  Fer¬ 
nando  is  in  ruins.  The  large  edi¬ 
fice  of  Santa  Domingo  is  eonfider- 
ably  damaged ;  the  grand  tower 
was  broken  into  many  pieces,  and  a 
number  of  the  cells  entirely  de* 
ftroyed.  The  dudents  fchool  is  in 
ruins.  The  high  church  of  Del 
Carmen,  one  of  the  mod  elegant 
fabrics  in  the  place,  is  totally  de- 
molifhed.  The  Tower  of  La  Merced 
is  nearly  in  the  fame  date  ;  it  has 
been  ordered  to  be  pulled  down. 
The  church  de  la  Conception  has 
differed  confiderable  damage.  Indeed 
all  the  bed  buildings  of  the  place 
are  dedroyed.  None  of  the  low 
buildings  have  received  any  damage. 
At  Tacunga  the  earthquake  began 
fome  time  pad  feven  o’clock  A.M. 
and  the  agitation  of  the  earth  con¬ 
tinued  till  two  o’clock  P.M.  leaving 
the  villages  entirely  in  ruins,  not 
a  building  being  left  (landing,  except 
an  arch  in  the  great  fquare,  and  a 
part  of  a  neighbouring  houfe.  The 
people  who  have  perifhed  are  in¬ 
numerable.  The  churches  of  St. 
Augudin,  St.  Domingo,  and  La 
Merced,  were  crowded  with  people 
hearing  mafs,  not  one  of  whom 
were  faved.  The  whole  place  opened 
into  gullies,  cut  of  which  large 
quantities  of  water  iffiied.  Don  Fran- 
cifco  Camecho  was  (wallowed  up, 
and  no  account  has  been  received  of 
Don  Antonio  Texado,  who  was  with 
him.  The  village  of  St.  Philip, 
which  is  near  the  village  of  Tacunga, 
is  fwallowed  up ;  in  this  place  there 
was  a  fchool,  in  which  were  upwards 
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of  forty  children,  who  have  fuffered 
the  fame  fate. 

There  are  different  reports  re- 
fpeCting  the  village  of  Ambato;  it 
is  faid  likewife  to  be  in  ruins.  The 
famous  eftate  of  the  marquis  de 
Miraflores,  on  which  was  a  cloth 
manufactory,  all  his  horfes,  and  an 
elegant  church,  are  entirely  de-^ 
ftroyed,  and  many  lives  loft.  Calera, 
an  eftate  adjoining  the  marquis's,  is 
fwallowed  up,  and  fcarcely  the  vef- 
tige  of  a  houfe  to  be  feen.  Alaques, 
Saguiali,  Pugili,  Fachuchi,  and 
other  conliderable  villages,  and 
eftates,  are  entirely  ruined.  Macha- 
che,  Alftice,  Amaguana,  Alva,  and 
other  villages  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Taeunga,  have  fuffered  great 
damage.  Not  a  church  is  left  (land¬ 
ing  in  either  of  thefe  places.  The 
Mountains  of  Calopaci  opened  in 
feveral  parts,  and  iffued  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  water;  a  fmall  hill  near  the 
city  threw  up  vaft  heaps  of  (tones. 
This  earthquake  is  laid  to  be  much 
feverer  than  that  which  happened 
in  the  year  of  1755. 

Another  account,  dated  Quito, 
February  20,  fays  Hi  (lory  does  not 
furnifti  fo  complete  a  deftruCtion  as 
what  happened  in  the  provinces  of 
Taeunga,  Ambato,  Biabamba,  a 
part  of  Chimbo,  and  a  part  of 
Quito.  Not  a  building  now  remains ; 
all  has  been  levelled  with  the  ground. 
The  volcano  of  Macas,  opening  in 
the  middle,  difplayed  a  grand  erup¬ 
tion,  producing  an  agitation  which 
(hook  the  mountains  with  fuch 
force  as  actually  to  overturn  them, 
fome  emitting  rocks  and  whirlwinds 
of  duft,  fome  torrents  of  lava,  and 
others  rivers  of  water.  Ygualaga 
(a  mountain  to  the  left  of  the  river 
Bamba,)  in  burfting,  fent  forth  an 
immenfe  flood  of  lava,  furcharged 
with  flakes  of  fire,  which  in  its 


courfe,  fwept  off  Gapalpi,  St.  An¬ 
dre's,  Guaono,  Embyies,  Guanardo, 
and  feveral  other  places.  The  moun¬ 
tain  of  Moya,  was,  as  it  were,  funk 
in  the  water,  and  fwallowed  up  with 
it  Pelile,  and  the  famous  land  of 
Ildefonfo,  on  which  upward  of  1000 
perfons  periftied.  The  mountain 
Cuero  tumbled  on  the  village  of  the 
fame  name,  not  leaving  a  (ingle  wit- 
nefs  of  the  frightful  difafter.  That  of 
Yataguy  was  thrown  upon  Mafdro, 
and  in  the  midft  of  it  opened  a  gulf, 
which  abforbed  all  the  houfes,  tem¬ 
ples  and  inhabitants,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  two  individuals. 

This  place  feems  transformed  into 
a  lake  of  bituminous  matter  exhaling 
a  fulphureous  fmell,  and  covered  with 
flakes  of  fire.  Immenfe  ruins  appear 
on  all  (ides,  which  all  the  gold  and 
filver  of  America  would  be  infufli- 
cient  to  repair.  The  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  killed  cannot  be  afeertained,  but 
it  muft  have  been  very  confiderable. 
The  provinces  of  Biabamba,  Amba¬ 
to,  and  Taeunga,  are  thofe  which 
fuffered  moft.  In  the  latter  pro¬ 
vince  many  have  periftied  with  hun¬ 
ger,  and  others  from  third,  owing, 
to  the  foulnefs  of  the  water. 

One  of  thofe  rare  and  fin-  ^g  ^ 
gular  phenomena,  called  a 
water-fpout,  was  feen  from  Shrewf- 
bury,  and  the  other  places  in  that 
neighbourhood,  on  the  6th  inftant, 
between  the  hours  of  two  and  three 
in  the  afternoon.  It  appeared  im¬ 
pending  from  a  large  black  cloud, 
which  moved  in  a  north-eafterly  di¬ 
rection.  Its  figure  was  fpiral,  which 
gradually  contracted  till  it  was  ah- 
l'orbed  by  the  paffing  cloud,  and. 
totally  difappeared.  It  was  obferved 
by  feveral  perfons  for  near  twenty 
minutes,  and  exhibited  a  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  appearance  to  the  fpeCtators. 
Fortunately  nothing  intervened  to 

JftqjB) 


64*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


flop  its  progrefs;  if  it  had,  the  con- 
fequences  of  its  breaking  would  in 
all  probability  have  been  calamitous. 
I11  the  year  1718,  one  of  thefefpouts 
broke  on  Emmot-moor,  in  Lanca- 
fhire,  and  the  country  was  imme¬ 
diately  overflowed:  a  brook,  in  a 
few  minutes  rofe  fix  feet  perpendicu¬ 
lar  height,  and  the  ground  whereon 
the  fpout  fell,  which  was  full 
60  feet  over,  was  torn  up  to  the 
verv  rock,  which  was  no  lets  than 
feven  feet  deep,  and  a  deep  gulf  was 
made  abo*.  e  half  a  mile,  the  earth 
being  railed  on  either  fide  in  vail 
heaps. 

£  The  thunder  and  lightning 
were  remarkably  tremendous 
and  awful  during  part  of  this  day, 
at  Pendle  Foreft,  Yorkfhire.  A  man 
of  the  name  of  Richard  Boardwell, 
of  Newehurch,  in  that  diftridt,  has 
been  killed,  and  another  perfon  very 
defperately  wounded. 

Shrevjburyy  Sept.  23.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  very  extraordinary  circum- 
itance  happened  on  Thurfday  night, 
the  14th  initant,  at  Lawley  coal- 
work,  belonging  to  the  Coal-Brook- 
Dale  company: — As  one  man  and 
two  boys  were  employed  in  a  coal 
pit  about  forty  yards  deep,  to  drive 
a  head,  or  way;  being  nearer  fome 
old  works  than  they  expected,  the 
water  fuddenly  and  unfortunately 
broke  in  upon  them,  which  in  a 
few  minutes  tilled  all  the  work,  and 
rofe  nine  yards  up  the  pit-lhaft; 
one  of  the  boys  being  near  the 
bottom  of  the  pit  at  the  time,  for¬ 
tunately  laid  hold  of  the  rope,  and 
alarmed  the  people  at  the  top,  who 
immediately  drew  him  up;  the 
other  two  remaining  behind,  were 
of  courfe  fuppofed  to  be  drowned. 
During  the  (pace  of  twenty -four 
hours,  a  number  of  horfes  were 
employed  in  drawing  water  out  of 


the  pit,  in  order  to  reftore  the  fup¬ 
pofed  dead  bodies  to  their  difconfo- 
late  friends.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  agent  of  the  work  ordered  a  gin 
to  be  ereCted  over  an  old  pit,  about 
fixty  yards  from  that  in  which  the 
accident  happened,  and  going  down 
this  pit,  the  workmen  came  to  a 
head,  or  way,  along  which  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  until  they  came  to  another 
pit,  which  they  likewife  defcended, 
and,  after  working  fome  time,  they 
made  way  into  the  place  where  this 
unfortunate  man  and  boy  were  at 
work  when  the  water  came  firft 
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upon  them,  and,  to  their  great 
amazement,  found  them  both  alive; 
they  had  crept  from  the  water  up 
into  a  chafm  fufficiently  high  above 
the  water  to  keep  them  from  being 
drowned,' where  they  remained  for 
the  above  fpace  of  time,  expecting 
nothing  but  death  to  relieve  them 
from  their  miferable  fituation.  They 
were  extricated  on  Saturday  e  vening 
following,  about  four  o’clock,  as 
may  be  fuppofed,  very  weak  from 
their  want  of  food ;  but  they  are 
now  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

In  confequence  of  an  in-  o  , 

formation  received  byFugion  0 

and  Rivett,  two  of  the  Bow-llreet 
officers,  that  a  manufactory  for 
forged  bank  notes  was  carried  on 
at  a  houfe  in  Wells-ftreet,  Oxford- 
fireet,  and  in  which  a  foreigner  was 
the  principal ;  they  went  thither  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  accompanied 
by  the  engraver  of  the  bank.  The 
perfon,  on  being  interrogated,  faid, 
he  was  an  engraver ;  but  denied 
any  knowledge  or  concern  in  making 
bank  notes.  The  officers,  however, 
learning  that  he  occupied  a  garret 
in  the  houfe,  proceeded  to  fearch  it, 
when  they  difcovered  a  copper¬ 
plate  prefs,  and  fome  inltruments, 
which  the  bank  engraver  declared 
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^puljl  only  be  ufed  for  the  purpofe 
of  forging  bank  notes.  This  in¬ 
duced  them  to  purfue  their  fearch, 
and  on  laying  hold  of  an  old  trunk, 
the  foreigner  fell  on  his  knees,  and 
begged  for  mercy.  The  contents  of 
the  trunk  proved  to  be  two  copper 
plates  for  forging  one  and  two 
pound  notes.— He  was  committed 
to  the  houfe  of  correction,  Cold- 
bath  fields.  On  the  keeper  vifiting 
his  cell  yefterday  morning,  the 
foreigner  was  found  dead,  with  his 
brains  dallied  out,  and  the  iron 
bedhead  lying  on  him.  His  name 
was  Jofeph  Gablet,  a  French  emi¬ 
grant,  and  a  very  ingenious  artift. 

A  few  days  ago,  two  large  por- 
poifes  came  up  the  river  as  high  as 
London  bridge,  where  they  were 
IVen  fporting  about  for  feme  time ; 
and  yefterday  one  of  the  fame  lpe- 
cies  made  its  appearance  nearly  in 
the  lame  quarter,  and  kept  fporting 
about  during  the  heavy  rain.  It 
has  been  generally  underhood  that 
fuch  appearances  indicate  a  hard 
and  fevere  winter. 

Yefterday  afternoon  a 
25  '  heavy  fall  of  rain  began  at 

Windsor,  which  detained  the  London 
vifitors  all  night.  At  two  o’clock 
this  morni ng,  the  ftorra  increafed,  at¬ 
tended  with  thunder  and  lightning. 
The  torrents  of  water  which  came 
from  the  foreh,  made*  the  roads  im- 
paflable.  The  Hope  public-houfe,  at 
Frogmore,  was  fo  furrounde,d  with 
the  hood,,  that  the  family  could  not 
open  the  door  to  get  out,  but  were 
compelled  to  live  in  the  upper 
rooms. 

St.  Albans  fuffered  much  this 
morning  from  the  floods  in  the 
Abbey-church,  owing  to  a  hoppage 
of  a  drain  at  the  north  door;  the 
water  rofe  fo  high  as  aim  oh.  to  bear 
down  the  perfon  who  opened  the 
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door  to  let  it  through  the  church, 
where  it  fo  thoroughly  penetrated 
and  loofened  the  ground,  as  to  re¬ 
move  many  of  the  grave-hones 
from  their  places  ;  and,  by  under¬ 
mining  feme  of  the  hat  hones  more 
at  one  end  than  at  the  other,  changed 
their  horizontal  to  nearly  an  upright 
pofltion. 

At  Buckingham  the  water  rofe 
feveral  feet  higher  than  has  been 
ever  remembered  ;  the  roads  were 
impaffable  for  carriages  during  the 
whole  day;  and  a  man  was  drown¬ 
ed,  through  the  rapidity  of  the 
ftream,  in  attempting  to  fwim 
acrofs  a  narrow  ftreet,  called  Well- 
hreet. 

Great  part  of  the  town  of  Stoney 
Stratford  was  overflowed  more  than 
four  feet  high ;  the  water  got  in  at 
the  windows  and  doors,  and,  in 
many  inftances,  carried  off  houie- 
hold  furniture. 

At  Newport  Pagnel,  was  one  of 
the  moll  tremendous  floods  ever 
known  in  the  memory  of  the  oldeft 
man  living.  Rick-yards,  that  flood 
at  fuch  a  aiftance  from  the  river  as 
human  foreflght  could  not  have 
fuppofed  the  floods  could  ever  reach, 
were,  in  a  few  hours,  all  under  wa* 
ter.  The  damage  done  to  corn, 
both  in  ricks  anxfbarns,  is  immenfe; 
and  the  number  of  hogs,  iheep  and 
poultry,  drowned  in  and  about  this 
neighbourhood,  is  almofl  incredible. 
The  flrft  perfon  that  was  drowned, 
was  a  fervant  of  Mr.  George  Griggs, 
of  Olney,  who  perflfled  in  return¬ 
ing  home  from  Newport  on  horfe- 
back,  though  much  advifed  to  the 
contrary.  He  had  taken  up  a  per¬ 
fon  behind  him,  whofe  life  was  foved 
by  his  holding  the  horfe’s  tail  till 
the  animal  drew  him  Life  on  Ihoreu 
His  body  has  been  found.  The 
body  of  a  travelling  woman,  named 
*  F  Rough  ton. 
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Roughton,  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Kettering,  has  been  alfo  found. 
Another  perfon,  on  horfebaek,  was 
obferved  to  be  fwept  from  the  road, 
horfe  and  all,  by  a  number  of  fpec- 
tators  on  the  bridge,  who  could  not 
afford  the  lead  relief.  The  lower 
apartments  of  all  the  houfes  near 
the  river  were  completely  inun¬ 
dated  ;  and  many  families  were 
obliged  to  receive  their  fupplies 
through  their  chamber  windows  by 
means  of  boats.  For  14  hours  no 
perfon  could  pafs  either  to  or  from 
Newport  Pagnel. 

In  Bedfordfhire,  the  roads  about 
Chickfand,  Campion,  Hillingford, 
&c.  were  laid  fo  deeply  under  water, 
that,  for  three  days,  the  paffages 
from  one  village  to  another,  and 
from  them  all  to  Shefford,  were 
impracticable  for  carriages. 

Much  damage  was  fultained  at 
St.  Ives,  by  the  farmers  ;  their  hay- 
ftacks  and  live  flock  being  at  the 
mercy  of  the  water.  A  drover,  con- 
tr-ary  to  the  advice  of  his  landlord, 
perfiffed  in  leaving  his  flock  of  Iheep 
(about  500)  in  a  clofe  near  the  ri¬ 
ver,  and  buffered  for  his  temerity, 
nearly  200  being  drowned.  A 
Cambridge  poftchaife  was  wafhed 
off  the  road,  and  the  poft-boy  with 
difficulty  faved  his  life. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Coven¬ 
try,  the  floods  were  extremely  great, 
particularly  at  Chesford  bridge,  near 
Kenilworth,  where  one  of  the  horfes 
employed  in  conveying  a  load  of  tim 
ber  belonging  toMr.Steel,was  drown¬ 
ed.  It  appears  that  the  waggoner  fet 
off  on  the  -26th, to  return  to  the  ftatute 
at  the  latter  place  ;  and,  being  un¬ 
able  to  obferve  the  rapid  and  dan¬ 
gerous  ftate  of  the  waters,  the  horfes 
and  carriage  were  forced  down  the 
dream,  and  with  much  difficulty, 
the  other  part  of  the  team,  and  the 


poor  man's  life  were  preferred,  as 
they  continued  fome  hours  in  the 
molt  perilous  ftate,  without  any  one 
being  able  to  give  the  leaft  affift- 
ance. 

At  Shipley  and  Weft  Grinfted,  in 
Suffex,  the  water  rofe  to  a  greater 
height  than  the  oldeft  inhabitants 
ever  before  remembered.  At  Shipley 
feveral  cottagers  were  obliged  to  quit 
their  dwellings,  and  fly  to  higher 
grounds  till  the  water  fubfided  ;  and 
fo  fudden  was  its  appearance,  that 
one  man  had  barely  time  to  fave  his 
children  from  drowning. 

At  Brighton,  the  floods  proved 
conliderably  alarming ;  the  land- 
waters  and  the  fea  threatened  to 
overwhelm  fome  parts  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

At  Gloucefter,  the  very  heavy 
rain  occafioned  the  greateft  land 
flood  ever  remembered.  An  open¬ 
ing  having  been  made  in  the  bank 
of  the  Gloucefter  and  Berkeley  ca¬ 
nal,  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  down 
a  new  culvert,  the  water  forced  its 
way  in,  and  filled  the  part  of  the 
canal  and  bafin  near  this  place,  al- 
moft  to  the  level  that  is  hereafter 
intended.  The  accident,  however, 
fortunately  occafioned  very  little  in¬ 
convenience  or  injury. 

The  Povtfmouth  mail  coach  was 
overturned  near  Liphook,  by  the 
waters  being  fo  deep  as  to  float  the 
coach.  Luckily  no  perfon  was  in¬ 
jured,  further  than  by  being  made 
wet. 

All  over  Scotland,  Wales,  and 
Ireland,  great  numbers  of  bridges 
have  been  broken  down,  and  im- 
menfe  damage  has  been  done. 

During  fome  of  the  heavy  rains, 
according  to  an  obfervation  made 
by  Mr.  1  enwick,  of  Dibton,  Dur¬ 
ham,  it  appeared  that  the  enormous 
quantity  of  20,328,000  gallons  of 

water, 
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water,  ale  meafure,  had  fallen  on  a 
fquare  mile  of  the  earth’s  furface,  in 
the  fpace  of  five  hours,  which  is 
nearly  double  the  quantity  that  has 
fallen  within  any  12  hours  during 
the  laft  twelve  months,  although  the 
fame  have  been  much  fubjeCt  to 
rain!  The  quantity, however, which 
fell  on  a  fquare  mile  at  Dairy,  near 
Edinburgh,  according  to  a  rain- 
gauge  kept  there,  was,  in  the  fame 
fpace  of  time,  32,725,959  ale  gal¬ 
lons,  which  is  one  third  more  ! 

26th  Several  of  the  mail  coaches 
did  not  arrive  at  the  poft- 
office  in  time  this  morning  for  the 
delivery  of  letters,  owing  to  the 
heavy  rains,  which  had  deluged  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Brookes  and  Mr.  Magiftra, 
king’s  meffengers,  were  drowned,  as 
they  were  landing  from  the  Diana 
packet,  at  Calais,  in  their  way  to 
LiHe. 

Early  this  morning,  an 
**  '  oldhoufe  inGreengate-flreet, 

behind  Whitechapel  church,  fell 
down.  There  were  15  perfons  in 
the  building ;  but  a  weaver,  who 
was  at  work  in  an  upper  room, 
hearing  a  loud  crafh,  gave  notice  of 
the  danger  to  the  other  inmates ; 
and  they  were  all  fortunate  enough 
to  efcape,  about  two  minutes  before 
the  whole  fabric  fuddenly  fell. 

Died. — 8th,  at  Cambridge,  after 
a  long  illnefs,  in  his  63d  year,  the 
Rev.  Richard  Farmer,  D.  D.  F.  R. 
and  A.  SS.  mailer  of  Emanuel  col¬ 
lege,  principal  librarian  of  the  public 
library  m  that  univerfity ;  one  of 
the  canons-refidentiary  of  St.  Paul, 
London ;  chancellor  of  the  aiocefe 
of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and 
prebendary  of  Worcefter.  He  was 
bom  at  Leicefier  in  1735.  He 
ferved  the  office  of  vice-chancellor 
in  the  years  1775  and  1787;  and 


was  much  refpeCted  for  his  libera¬ 
lity  to  the  poor,  and  the  various 
plans  fuggefied  by  him  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  town  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Lie  was  well  known  in  the 
literary  world  for  his  “  Effiay  on 
the  Learning  of  Shakefpeare,  ad- 
dreffied  to  Jofeph  Cradock,  efq„ 
1766/’  which  has  been  four  times 
printed,  viz.  1766,  1767,  1789, 
and  1793. 

mth  In  childbed,  Mrs.  Godwin, 
loin*  wife  of  Mr.  William  God¬ 
win,  of  Somers  town ;  a  woman  of 
uncommon  talents  and  confiderable 
knowledge ;  well  known  throughout 
Europe  by  her  literary  works,  under 
her  original  name  of  Wollftonecraft, 
and  particularly  by  her  44  Vindica¬ 
tion  of  the  Rights  of  Women,  1792, 
8vo.  Her  fir!!  publication  was, 
44  Thoughts  on  the  Education  of 
Daughters,  with  Reflections  on  Fe¬ 
male  ConduCt  in  the  more  important 
Duties  of  Life,  1787,”  i2mo.  2. 
44  The  Rights  of  Man,  1791/’  8vo, 
again!!  Mr.  Burke  on  the  French 
Revolution :  of  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  which  the  gave  an  44  Hiftorical 
and  Moral  View”  in  1794,  only  one 
volume  being  publiflied.  3.  44  Ele¬ 
ments  of  Morality,  for  the  Ufe  of 
Children  :  tranflated  from  the  Ger¬ 
man  of  Sultzman,  1791,”  3  vols. 
i2mo.  4.  44  A  Vindication  of  the 
Rights  of  Woman,  with  Strictures 
on  Moral  and  Political  Subjects, 
1792,”  8 vo.  5.  44  Letters  written 
during'  a  fliort  Refidence  in  Swe¬ 
den,  Norway,  and  Denmark,  1796/’ 
8vo. 

Near  Liverpool,  Rebecca  Shipley, 
aged  97;  and,  on  the  following 
day,  her  hufband,  James  Shipley, 
aged  90 ;  they  had  been  married 
62  years. — At  Calderbridge,  aged 
96,  Mr.  J.  Steele;  his  widow  is  in 
her  94th  year,  and  they  have  been 
TN  married 
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married  *70  years  .—At  Croft,  Mr. 
Charnock,  aged  99.— At  Edenham, 
Mrs.  Colcraft,  aged  92. — At  Clay- 
brook,  Mrs.  Warner,  aged  100.— 
At  Stretton  Strawlefs,  Mrs.  Mar- 
Ibam,  aged  90. 

At  a  cottage  near  Ribbon  Hill, 
Cumberland,  aged  86,  the  wife  of 
Jofeph  Backhoufe.  Her  deceafe 
happened  during  the  night;  and  the 
hulband,  almoft  90  years  of  age, 
did  not  apprize  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  circumffance,  “  thinking, ” 
as  he  himfelf  exp  reded  it,  u  that, 
as  die  had  been  a  good  wife  to  him 
for  threefcore  years  of  her  life,  he 
could  do  no  lefs  than  accompany 
her  one  night  after  her  death.” 

In  Cavendifh-fquare,  J,  R.Mackay, 
“efq.  aged  90. 


OCTOBER. 

s  ^  About  four  weeks  ago,  the 
the  hon.  Mil’s  King,  who  lived 
with  her  mother, lady  Kingsborough, 
cloned  from  Windfor.  There  were 

i 

many  cireumflances  attending  the 
elopement,  which  led  to  a  fufpicion 
of  the  perfon  who  had  fedueed  her 
from  her  duty.  Col.  Fitzgerald, 
who  is  married  to  a  very  beautiful 
lady,  and  is  fecond  coufin  to  Mifs 
King,  had  been  very  attentive  to 
“her  for  fome  time,  and,  it  appears, 
had  previoufly  found  means  to  lead 
her  affray.  She  was  very  young, 
being  now  only  16  years  of  age,  and 
her  habits  of  life  had  been  fuch  as 
to  leave  her  more  uninformed  of  the 
vicious  habits  of  the  woild  than 
happens  to  moft  young  people,  even 
of  that  early  age.  Col.  Fitz¬ 
gerald  was  at  length  taxed  by  her 
friends,  as  being  accetlary  to  her 
elopement;  but  he  was  at  firft  ex¬ 
tremely  indignant,  ami  threatened 


to  fight  any  perfon  who  ifiould  aa~ 
cufe  him.  The  afflided  parent,  by 
the  advice  of  friends,  had  at  length 
recourfe  to  the  newfpapers,  and 
after  having  repeatedly  advertifed 
in  vain,  for  her  daughter,  was  in¬ 
duced  to  offer  a  rewaid  of  100 
guineas  for  her  difcovery.  It  was 
in  confequence  of  the  reward  offer-* 
ed,  that  a  young  woman,  daughter 
of  the  miff  refs  of  the  houfe  where 
the  young  lady  was  concealed,  in 
Clayton-ffreet,-  Kennington,  difco- 
vered  Mifs  King,  and  her  feducer. 

As  foon  as  lord  Kingsborough, 
who  was  in  Ireland,  heard  of  the 
flight  of  his  daughter,  he  came  to 
England  with  his  fon,  col.  King  ; 
and  the  firft  ftep  was  to  find  out  col. 
Fitzgerald,  which  was  not  done 
without  fome  difficulty ;  as  they 
were  determined  to  call  him  to  a 
perfonal  and  fevere  account.  Lord 
Kingsborough  wrote  to  his  friend 
major  Wood,  at  Afhford,  requefting 
his  immediate  attendance  in  town. 
As  foon  as  he  arrived,  a  meeting 
was  appointed,  and  the  duel  took 
place  this  morning,  of  which  tl)Q. 
following  account  is  given  by  col. 
King’s  fecond. 

Fladong’s  Hotel,  Oxford^ 
ftreet,  061,  1. 
u  My  dear  friend, 

“  I  (hall,  without  preface,  enter  at 
once  upon  the  affair,  which  I  men¬ 
tioned  to  you  was  to  take  place  this 
morning,  and  ‘  nothing  extenuate, 
nor  fet  down  aught  in  malice/ 
Agreeable  to  an  arranged  plan,  I 
accompanied  col.  King  to  a  fpot 
near  the  magazine  in  the  park. 
Col.  Fit2ge raid  we  met  at  Grofve- 
nor-gate,  unaccompanied  by  a  friend, 
which,  by  the  way,  lie  told  me  yef* 
terday  he  feared  he  fhould  not  be 
able  to  provide,  in  confequence  of 
the  odium  which  was  thrown  on  his 

chara&er; 
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cFara&er ;  at  the  fame  time  obferv- 
ing,  c  that  he  was  fo  ienfible  of  my 
honour,  that  he  was  perfectly  fatis- 
fied  to  meet  col.  King  unattended 
by  a  friend.’  I  decidedly  r elided 
any  interference  on  his  part,  in¬ 
forming  him,  ‘  that,  had  not  nearer 

relations  of  the  - -  been  on  the 

fpot,  he  would  have  feen  me  as  a 
principal.  lie  replied,  4  he  would 
try  to  procure  a  friend and  with¬ 
drew.  1  addrefled  him  this  morn¬ 
ing,  by,  u  where  is  your  friend, 
fir?”  Anfwer  (as  well  as  I  can  re¬ 
coiled)  f  I  have  not  been  able  to 
procure  one  :  1  reft  allured  that  you 
will  ad  fairly/  I  then  defired  him 
to  apply  to  his  furgeon,  which  he 
immediately  did,  who  refufed  to  ap¬ 
pear  as  a  fecond,  but  faid  he  would 
be  within  view.  Col.  K.  was 
equally  defirous  to  go  on  with  the 
bufinefs  ;  1  contented.  However,  I 
prevailed  upon  the  furgeon,  who 
accompanied  dodor  Browne,  to  be 
prefent  as  a  witnefs,  that  all  was 
fairly  conduded.  It  was  no  com¬ 
mon  bufmefs.  I  placed  them  at  10 
fhort  paces  dillance  from  each 
other;  that  diftance  I  thought  too 
far,  but  I  indulged  a  hope  that 
-  col.  F.  fenfible  of  the  vilenefs  of  his 
condud,  would,  after  the  frft  fire, 
have  thrown  himfelf  upon  col.  K/s 
humanity.  His  condud  was  quite 
the  reverfe  ;  in  fhort,  they  exchang¬ 
ed  fix  {hots  each  without  effect.  He 
was  cool  and  determined ;  the  other, 
alfo  determined,  and,  to  appear¬ 
ance,  obflinatelv  bent  on  blood. 
After  the  fourth  fliot,  he  faid  fonie- 
thing  to  me  about  giving  him  advice 
as  a  friend.  1  told  him  1  was  no 
friend  of  his,  but  that  1  was  a 
friend  to  humanity  ;  that  if,  after 
what  had  puffed,  he  pofleffed  flan¬ 
nels  -enough  to  acknowledge  to  col. 
K.  that  be  was  .the  vile  ft  of  human 


beings,  and  bear,  without  reply,  any 
language  from  col.  K.  however 
harfh,  the  prefent  bufinefs  then, 
perhaps,  might  come  to  a  period. 
He  contented  to  acknowledge  that 
he  had  aded  wrong,  but  no  far¬ 
ther;  that  was  not  enough.  He 
now  attempted  to  addrefs  col.  K. 
who  prevented  him,  by  laying, 
*  that  lie  was  a  d — d  villain,  and 
that  he  would  not  liflen  to  any 
thing  he  had  to  offer/  They  pro¬ 
ceeded.  Col.  F/s  powder  and  balls 
were  now  expended ;  he  defired  to 
have  one  of  col.  K/s  piftols.  To  this 
I  would,  not  content,  though  prefied 
to  do  fo  by  my  friend#  Here  ended 
this  morning’s  bufinefs ;  we  mult 
meet  again  ;  it  cannot  end  here.  I 
have  only  to  add,  that  nothing  could 
exceed  the  firmnefs  and  propriety  of 
col.  K/s  c.onduH,  through  every 
ftage  of  this  bufmefs. 

“  1  am,  my  dear  friend, 

Very  truly,  yours. 

Ho bert  Wood/’ 


P.  S.  On  leaving  the  ground, 
col.  F.  agreed  to  meet  col.  K.  at 
the  fame  time  to-morrow. 

Both  colonels,  the  fame  day,  were 
put  under  arreft. 


This  evening,  between  eight 
and  nine  o’clock,  a  fire  broke 


&d. 


out  at  the  fugar-houfe  belonging  to 
Meflfrs.  Cooke  and  Co.  in  Qfbornp- 
tlreet,  near  Whitechapel-church, 
which,  with  a  large  quantity  of  raw 
fugars,  were  entirely  coniumed.  By 
the  exertions  of  the  fire-men.  and  a 
plentiful  fuppty  of  water,  the  dwel¬ 
ling  houfe  and  adjoining  buildings 
were  preferved,  The  damage  is 
eftimated  at  about  1 5,000 1.  The  flip 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  occafioned 
bv  the  ftove  being  over  heated. 

The  bank  of  England  called  , 

Td. 


in  the  damped  dollars. 

*  F  3 
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Ath  ^ne  ^ames  Brown,  mafon, 
^  *  in  Calder,  Laneafhire,  who 
fourteen  years  ago  loft  his  fpeech 
in  a  fever,  being  lately  feized  with  a 
return  of  that  diforder,  his  nurfe 
was  equally  aftoniilied  and  alarmed 
to  hear  him  fuddenly  call  for  fome 
drink. 

The  fever,  it  is  ftated,  has  not 
quite  left  him,  but  he  retains  the  ufe 
of  his  fpeech. 

£ti  As  fome  mafons  were  dig¬ 

ging  in  the  cattle  of  Stirling, 
in  a  garden  adjacent  to  the  maga¬ 
zine,  they  (truck  upon  a  human 
ikeleton,  about  eight  yards  diftance 
from  the  windows  whence  the  earl 
of  Douglas  was  thrown  over,  after 
he  was  ftabbed  by  king  James  the 
fecond.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
it  is  his  remains,  as  it  is  certain  he 
was  buried  in  that  garden,  and  but 
a  little  diftance  from  that  clofet 
window.  The  bones  were  entire, 
and,  from  the  place  where  the  fkull 
was  lying  to  the  end  of  the 
lhank  bone  meafured  about  fix  feet. 
They  were  carefully  gathered  up, 
put  into  a  box,  and  depofted  nearly 
where  they  were  found. 

Mr.  Bruifter,  of  Dean-ftreet, 

*  Soho,  (hot  himfelf  through  the 
head  with  a  piftol.  Previoufly  to 
committing  this  rath  aft,  he  called 
for  a  glafs  of  wine  and  water.  He 
furvhed  the  fatal  (hot  but  a  few 
minutes  ;  and  lie  had  a  fecond  piftol 
grafped  in  his  hand  to  complete  his 
death,  in  cafe  the  firft  had  failed. 
Air.  Foot,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
the  faculty,  were  called  in,  but  their 
affiftance  was  ufeless.  No  caule  has 
yet  been  affigned  lor  this  (hocking 
tranfaftion.  Mr.  Bruifter  was  a 
bachelor,  and  led  a  very  folitary 
life.  lie  was  a  man  of  excellent 
charafter,  and  much  efeemed  among 
his  friends,  but  of  a  gloomy  dilpo- 


fition.  He  was  very  infirm,  and  had 
juft  recovered  from  a  fevere  illnefs. 
The  pioperty  he  has  left  is  im- 
menfe. 

As  fome  workmen  were 
'  '  digging  in  the  garden  of  Mr. 

Henry  Clement,  at  Weft  Acre,  in 
Norfolk,  they  found  a  (lone  coffin, 
containing  a  human  (keieton  of  un- 
ufual  fize,  fix  feet  four  inches  in 
length.  No  farther  relique  has  yet 
been  difeovered  that  might  tend  to 
an  elucidation.  It  is  probable,  how¬ 
ever,  that  it  might  have  been  a 
Clunian  monk,  a  convent  of  which 
religious  feft  was  diflolved  by  Henry 
VIII.  at  this  place,  about  1537. 
Not  far  from  where  the  coffin  was 
difeovered,  are  ftill  the  remains  of 
a  chapel,  dedicated  to  Thomas  a' 
Becket. 

Edinburgh ,  Oct.  7. — In  July  laft, 
fome  workmen,  employed  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  the  cathedral  of  Fortrofe, 
in  Scotland,  difeovered  a  ftone.  cof¬ 
fin  ;  a  correfpondent  has  favoured 
us  with  the  following  particulars. 
The  infide  of  the  coffin  was  plaftered 
and  remarkably  well  painted  white, 
ornamented  with  red  croffesall  round 
the  fides.  In  the  right  hand  of  the 
body  there  was  a  kind  of  mace  or 
lceptre  of  gilded  wood  (feemingly 
oak)  neatly  carved  into  fmall  gothic 
arches  on  the  top.  On  the  bread 
lay  a  circular  piece  of  wood,  curi- 
oufiy  carved  and  gilt  ;  and  acrols 
the  bread  and  (boulders  a  crimfon 
fafh  was  doubled  in  the  form  of  a 
crofs.  Thofe  who  firft  got  accefs  to 
it,  having  no  tafte  for  curiofities, 
and  thinking  that  fuch  a  rich  look¬ 
ing  perfonage  might  have  fomeca(h 
about  him,  handled  him  fo  roughly 
as  to  make  him  crumble  to  duft, 
and  broke  his  mace  and  circle. 
However,  the  rev.  Mr.  Wood,  of 
Rofemarkic,  laved  part  of  each  or¬ 
nament, 
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nament,  viz.  the  head  of  the  mace 
and  part  of  the  Aalk,  about  half  the 
circle  and  a  piece  of  the  fafli,  which 
is  very  ftrong.  By  Mr.  Wood’s  en¬ 
quiries  it  would  appear  that  this 
body  muft  have  been  300  years  in 
the  ground.  Fortrofe  was  the  feat 
of  a  bifhop,  and  the  body  very  like 
either  that  of  a  bilhop,  or  fome  in¬ 
ferior  member  of  the Romifh  church. 

A  man  named  Hammond,  had  for 
fome  time  paid  his  addreffes  to  a 
young  woman  at  Sibton, named  Mary 
Powell,  but  on  the  eve  of  marriage, 
the  match  was  broken  off  by  fome 
trivial  quarrel.  The  fair  one,  in  re- 
fentment,  received  the  addreffes  of 
another  admirer,  and  countenanced 
a  report,  that  they  were  to  be  called 
in  church,  by  proclamation  of  the 
banns  on  the  following  Sunday. 
Hammond  at  this  intelligence  put  a 
period  to  his  exiftence,  by  nearly 
fevering  his  head  from  his  body  ; 
and  the  inconfiderate  maid,  on  hear¬ 
ing  of  his  tragical  end,  hung  herfelf 
up  in  the  kitchen.  The  coroner’s 
inqueft  on  each  brought  in  their 
verdict  lunacy. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk’s  improve¬ 
ments  at  Arundel  Caftie  (on  which 
he  has  expended  200,000!.)  are  in 
the  Saxon  flyle.  This  magnificent 
pile  of  buildings  is  200  feet  each 
way  ;  and  the  front,  or  ground-floor, 
is  entirely  of  ftone,the  fecond  of  maho¬ 
gany,  the  third  of  oak,  and  the  fourth 
of  deal.  The  repairs  and  improve¬ 
ments  of  this  antient  gothic  ftruc- 
ture  are  magnificent  and  expenfive  ; 
but  the  public  do  not  know  the  cir- 
cumftances  that  have  made  them 
fo.  The  ground-rents  of  that  part 
of  the  Norfolk  eftateon  which  hand 
Norfolk  and  Arundel-ftreets,  in  the 
Strand,  were  anciently  appropriated 
to  the  repairing  and  improving  of 
Arundel  Caftie,  and  to  be  ufed  for 


no  other  purpofe.  The  Norfolk 
family  have  long  wiflied  to  let  afide 
this  abfurd  difpofition;  and  thofe 
rents  had  not  been  drawn  for  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty  years,  when  the 
prefent  duke  called  for  them.  They 
had  accumulated  to  a  very  large 
amount ;  but  the  parties  refufed  to 
pay  them,  unlefs  it  were  to  defray 
the  expenfe  of  repairing  and  im¬ 
proving  Arundel  Caftie,  The  duke, 
finding  it  impoflible  to  obtain  them 
for  any  other  purpofe,  gave  orders 
for  fuch  alterations  in  the  building 
as  would  amount  to  the  fum  due ; 
and  it  is  now  fitting  up  in  the  moll 
coftly  and  magnificent  flyle.  The 
floors  are  all  to  be  of  mahogany,  and 
gilding  and  all  forts  of  expenfive 
decorations,  are  to  be  added. 

,  A  general  mutiny  broke 

out  on  board  the  Britifli  fleet 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
terminated  on  the  12th,  in  conle- 
quenceofa  communication  that  the 
demands  of  the  ieamen  at  Spithead 
had  been  complied  with. 

The  American  newspapers,  down 
to  the  11th,  bring  intelligence  of 
the  horrid  ravages  lately  made  by 
theyellow  fever  in  Philadelphia,  Bal¬ 
timore,  New  Providence,  &c.  The 
returns  daily  made  of  the  burials, 
amounted  in  Philadelphia,  in  the 
month  ending  with  September,  to 
590  adults,  and  upwards  of  300 
children.  In  Baltimore  the  numbers 
were  much  fmaller  ;  but  many  had 
fallen  victims  to  the  diforder,  both 
there  and  in  Rhode  lfland.  Mr. 
Bedford,  the  governor  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  is  dead  of  the  fever.  We  are 
happy,  however,  to  ftate,  that  the 
approach  of  cold  weather  had  con- 
fiderably  abated  the  ravages  of  the 
diforder  ;  the  returns  of  the  burials 
decreafing  daily. 

A  great  fire  lately  happened  at 

*  F  4  Albany, 
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Albany,  which  confumed  86  dwell- 
ing-houfes,  about  *20  ftore-houfes, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  other 
houfes ;  the  lofs  is  eftimated  at 
250,000  dollars. 

Barbadoes.”—  A  dangerous  gang, 
to  the  number  of  12,  have  com¬ 
mitted  great  depredations  upon  the 
public,  knocking  down  and  wound¬ 
ing  every  perfon  they  met  with  ; 
but,  by  the  activity  and  diligence  of 
the  magiftrates,  thefe  villains  were 
apprehended  and  committed  to  gaol. 
They  had  entered  into  an  affocia- 
tion  it  appears,  in  writing,  to  ftand 
by,  affift,  refcue,  and  die  by  each 
other,  and  at  the  fame  time  took 
an  oath  to  that  effect,  and  with  a 
fhoemaker’s  awl  each  of  them  let 
three  drops  of  blood  into  a  bowl  of 
grog,  in  which  were  mixed  gun¬ 
powder  and  brimftone,  and  then 
every  one  drank  part  thereof,  giving 
himfelf  the  name  and  appellation  of 
True  Blue. 

In  Jamaica  the  bread-fruit  begins 
to  be  very  common,  from  the  great 
fuccefs  in  planting.  In  the  Wind¬ 
ward  Mands  the  plants  hitherto 
thrive  but  indifferently. 

St.  Kitf  s. — We  have  had  a  long 
feries  of  earthquakes  of  late.  They 
began  on  the  5th  of  February  laft, 
and  iince  that  day,  the  Ion  gelt  in¬ 
terval  we  have  had  has  not  been  a 
week,  and  iometimes  we  have  had 
upwards  of  a  hundred  in  the  24 
bo  urs.  Some  of  them  have  been 
felt  at  Antigua,  Martinique,  and 
other  iflands,  while  by  far  the 
greateft  part  of  them  have  been 
confined  to  this  ifland  ;  and,  what 
is  very  remarkable,  many  fhocks 
which  were  feverely  felt  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  were  not  per¬ 
ceived  by  the  people  who  lived  near 
the  bottom  of  Mount  Mifery.  The 
greateft  number  of  Ihocks  appeared 


to  run  in  a  direction  from  eaft  to 
weft,  accompanied  with  a  rumbling 
noife  under  ground  like  thunder  at 
fome  diftance,  and  an  undulatory 
motion  of  the  earth,  which  feems  to 
begin  at  the  eaft  fide  of  the  houfe. 
The  fenfation  communicated  is  juft  as 
if  the  houfe  was  dragged  with  im- 
rnenfe  violence  and  velocity  over 
rough  ftoney  ground,  while  glafles, 
bottles,  &c.  fire  claftiing  together. 
There  are  others,  which  differ  from 
thofe  defended,  by  having  no  hori¬ 
zontal  direction,  but  only  a  violent 
motion  directly  upwards,  as  if  a 
mine  were  fprung  up  under  your 
feet.  They  conftlt  of  a  fucceftlon  of 
fudden  explofions,  each  having  a 
diftind  report  like  that  of  a  can¬ 
non. 

1  Taunton. —  A  dreadful  ac- 

3  iJ’  cident  happened  here  yef- 
terday  afternoon  about  five  o’clock ; 
two  men  were  lent  to  the  ftables  of 
Mr,.  Radford,  at  the  Nag’s  Head, 
to  trim  a  horfe ;  the  candle  being 
imprudently  placed  near  the  ftraw, 
it  caught  fire,  and  inftantly  the 
whole  range  of  ftabling  was  in  a 
blaze.  Sixteen  horfes  were  burnt 
to  death.  The  fire  communicated 
to  Mr.  Heath’s  premifes,  and  da- 
ftroyed  two  fat  pigs ;  his  colour  fhop 
next  caught,  and  ten  Tides  of 
window  glafs  were  melted  and  de- 
ftroyed,  together  with  a  quantity  of 
linfeed  oil,  and  turpentine ;  and  the 
whole  of  his  ftock  and  warehoufes 
was  levelled  to  the  ground.  Mr. 
Hare  ventured  his  life,  and  laved 
his  youngeft  foil,  who  had  a  very 
narrow  efcape  ;  he  was  alone  in  the 
kitchen  near  the  ftabling,  and  was 
nearly  fuffocated. 

£  ^  'l’here  was  a  general  illu¬ 
mination  in  the  metropolis 
and  its  vicinity,  in  celebration  of 
Lord  Duncan’s  victory,  The  man- 

fion- houfe 
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fion-houfe,  admiralty,  theatres,  and 
other  public  buildings,  were  fplen- 
didly  illuminated,  b  e  w  events  have 
given  rife  to  more  general  and  ardent 
demonftratiohs  of  j  oy. 

,  g  ^  The  livery  of  London  af- 
fenabled  in  common  hall,  to 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  fit  perfon 
to  fill  the  lord  mayor’s  chair  for  the 
enlding  year. 

The  court  of  aldermen  went  to 
the  huttings  at  one  o’clock,  and  after 
the  ufiiai  ceremonies  were  patted 
through,  the.  recorder  came  forward. 
He  informed  the  hall,  that  in  eon- 
fequence  of  fir  Benjamin  Hammet’s 
having  declined  to  ierve  the  office, 
to  which  the  livery  of  London  had 
elected  him;  and  of  his  having  paid 
into  the  chamber  of  the  city  the  fun 
of  i,oool.  a3  a  fine,  it  became  ne- 
ceflary  to  choofe  feme  other  fit  and 
proper  perfon  to  tlie  fame  office  in 
his  ftead.  Alderman  Anderfon  being 
ftnior  on  the  lift,  was  accordingly 
chofen. 

.1  This  day,  about  feven 
°  '  o’clock,  Lord  Duncan,  in 
his  way  from  Margate  (where  he 
had  landed)  to  WalmerCaftle  (where 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas  were  wait¬ 
ing  to  receive  him),  was  met  near 
the  bridge,  at  his  entrance  into 
Sandwich,  by  a  great  number  of  the 
loyal  inhabitants,  who,  am  id  ft  the 
firing  of  cannon,  and  other  demon- 
ftrations  of  joy,  took  the  bodes  out 
of  the  carriage,  and  drew  the  gallant 
admiral  through  the  town,  preceded 
by  the  band  of  mufic  belonging  to 
three  companies  of  Sandwich  volun¬ 
teers.  Upon  his  lordfhip’s  thanking, 
as  he  repeatedly  did,  the  perfons 
about  him,  for  their  grateful  atten¬ 
tion  to  him,  a  lady,  who  was  near 
the  carriage,  faid  to  him,  Your 
lordfiiip  ftiould  not  thank  us;  it  is 
our  duty  to  thank  you,” 


This  day  the  court  of  aldermen 
and  common  council  voted  thanks 
to  admiral  Duncan  and  his  officers, 
with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  and  a 
fword  of  200  guineas  value  to  him; 
and  the  freedom,  with  a  fword  of 
too  guineas  value,  to  vice  admiral 
Onflow. 

A  vefl’el  arrived  from  St. Domingo. 

i;  T 

with  a  melancholy  and  horrid  ac¬ 
count  of  the  mutiny  on  the  2 2d  of 
September,  on  board  the  Hefmione 
frigate,  when  captain  Piggot,  and 
all  his  officers,  except  the  furgeon 
and  one  mailer’s  mate,  were  mur¬ 
dered,  as  well  as  mod  of  the  marines; 
in  all  more  than  40  perfons. 

They  carried  the  frigate  to  Lan¬ 
guors,  and  delivered  her  up  to  the 
Spanilh  governor,  on  a  capitulation 
to  be  paid  their  arrears  of  pay,  to 
be  received  as  Spanifh  fubjecls,  and 
not  to  be  returned  at  the  end  of  the 
war. 

The  mutiny  was  headed  by  cap¬ 
tain  Piggot’s  own  coxfwain,  who  had 
been  in  different  flnps  four  or  five 
years  with  him.  lie  cut  off  ihe 
captain’s  head  while  afleep. 

This  morning,  j  uft  at  day-  ^  r 

break,  the  king  let  off  from  ^ 1 
Windfor  lodge,  in  his  poft-chaife  * 
and  four,  with  the  ufual  efcort  of 
light-horfe,  to  Greenwich;  where 
his  majefty  alighted  at  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  houfe,  and  was  joined  by  his 
fuite,  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
commiffioners  of  the  navy,  and  other 
officers.  A  regiment  of  London 
militia  were  on  duty  at  Greenwich, 
as  well  as  a  party  of  light-horfe. 
The  college  men  were  all  drawn  out 
r  to  receive  his  majefty,  and  lined  the 
flairs,  <Scc.  on  his  embarkation. 
Lord  and  lady  Hood  and  daughter 
were  the  hofts  on  this  occafion. 
After  break  fall,  his  majefty  went 
in  his  barge  from  the  grand  flairs  of 

the 
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the  liofpital  on  hoard  the  Royal 
Charlotte  yacht,  captain  Trollope; 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  and  com- 
naiffioners  of  the  navy  alfo  going  on 
board  the  Princefs  Augufta,  and 
William  and  Mary  yachts,  all  of 
which  got  under  weigh  at  the  time 
of  the  tide,  and  flood  down  the 
river.  As  foon  as  his  majedy  came 
down  to  the  flairs  to  get  into  the 
barge,  the  fignal  was  given,  and  a 
royal  falute  was  fired  by  all  the 
veffels  in  the  Reach,  beginning  at 
Deptford,  and  running  down  to 
Woolwich ;  on  his  embarking  in  the 
yacht,  the  falute  was  repeated;  the 
Tower  guns  alfo  fired  at  the  fame 
time,  in  confequence  of  a  fignal. 
His  maje fly's  yacht  was  fitted  up  in 
a  very  fuperb  ftyle ;  in  the  fore  cabin 
was  a  chair  and  rich  canopy  of 
crimfon  velvet,  with  gold  fringe, 
for  the  king  to  fit  in  ;  the  floor  was 
covered  with  carpeting  ;  and  the 
chairs  for  the  noblemen  who  attend¬ 
ed  him  were  mahogany,  with  mo¬ 
rocco  leather  feats.  In  the  after¬ 
cabin  was  the  date  bed  for  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  deep  in,  with  fofas  covered 
with  crimfon  damafk  in  the  apart¬ 
ments  adjoining,  for  the  gentlemen 
in  waiting-  The  date-room  was 
alfo  elegantly  fitted  up  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  his  majefty 's  attendants. 
On  his  majefty's  going  on  board,  he 
was  received  by  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  and  the  royal  dandard 
was  hoided  at  the  main,  the  lord 
high  admiral's  flag  at  the  fore,  and 
the  union  jack  at  the  mizeii  top 
gallant  mall  head  of  the  Royal 
Charlotte  ;  and  the  Augufla  yacht 
(appropriated  for  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty)  hoided  the  lord  high 
admiral’s  dag.  The  wind  blowing 
jflrong  againft  them  at  ENE.  they 
found  it  neceffary  to  warp  the  Royal 
Charlotte  down  the  river  a  con- 


fiderable  didance,  ere  they  could 
venture  to  cad  her  loofe.  The  pro- 
ceffion  was  thus  arranged  : 

A  king’s  cutter. 

An  armed  The  Rcryai  Char-  An  armed 
brig:,  lotte.  brig. 

The  Princefs  Augufta. 

The  Mary. 

A  king’s  cutter. 

The  captains  commanding  were, 
captain  Trollope,  of  the  Royal 
Charlotte;  Princefs  Auguda,  cap¬ 
tain  Riou  ;  Mary,  captain  Phillips. 

His  majedy  did  not  reach  Rlack- 
wall,  owing  to  the  contrary  winds, 
till  half-pad  twelve ;  when  he  was 
again  faluted  by  a  number  of  can¬ 
non;  and  the  wind  being  two 
points  to  the  northward  of  ead, 
the  royal  yacht  lay  down  the 
Reach,  without  making  a  dngle 
tack,  and  was  off  Woolwich  about 
half-paft  one,  where  fimilar  honours 
were  paid,  and  a  very  general  and 
long  continued  cannonade  took 
place.  His  majedy  was  not  able 
to  get  farther  with  the  drd  tide 
than  the  galleons  below  Woolwich; 
where  he  waited  with  a  perfever- 
ance  worthy  the  objeCl  of  his 
voyage.  The  lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  and  gentlemen  in  waiting 
dined  and  fupped  with  his  ma¬ 
jedy  in  the  date  room;  and 
at  ten  the  king  retired  to  his  cabin, 
earl  Spencer  and  the  other  Lords 
going  on  board  the  Auguda  to 
deep.  The  crowd  on  the  river  was 
immenfe;  but  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected,  fell  off  in  proportion  to  the 
didance. 

It  being  the  next  morning  found 
utterly  impracticable  to  get  farther 
than  the  Hope;  after  lying  there 
till  evening,  a  council  was  held; 
and  on  account  of  the  important 
budnefs  which  required  his  majedy  s 
prefence  in  town,  it  was  refolved  to 
return  to  London  without  accom- 
3  pi  idling 


plifhing  the  objeCt  of  the  royal  ex- 
curfion.  In  the  evening,  another 
tignal  was  given  to  weigh ;  and  the 
vefTels  anchored  oppofite  to  Graves¬ 
end  at  eight  o’clock  this  night,  the 
review  being  put  off  till  a  more 
favourable  opportunity. 

At  ten  on  the  enfuing  morning 
(Nov.  1),  his  majefty  and  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty  landed  at  Green¬ 
wich.  After  breakfafting  with  lord 
Iiood,  the  king  returned  to  town 
at  one  o’clock.  Immediately  be¬ 
fore  his  leaving  the  Queen  Char¬ 
lotte,  his  majefty  created  captain 
Trollope,  who  commanded  the  Ruf- 
fell  in  the  late  glorious  aCtion,  and 
who  had  the  honour  of  attending 
his  majefty  upon  this  occafion,  as 
captain  of  his  yacht,  a  knight 
banneret. 

When  captain  Trollope  was  firft 
introduced  to  the  king  on  board 
the  Royal  Charlotte  yacht,  his 
majefty  thanked  him  in  the  moft 
gracious  manner,  in  his  own  name, 
and  that  of  the  kingdom,  for  his 
conduct;  and  when  the  roughnefs 
of  the  weather  made  it  unl’afe  to 
proceed  (the  king  being  thrown  out 
of  bed  by  the  violence  of  the 
waves),  his  majefty  faid  to  captain 
Trollope,  “  Do  not  confider  my 
perfon,  but  confider,  if  I  cannot  get 
to  the  Nore,  the  difappointment  of 
thofe  brave  fellows,  whom  I  long 
to  thank,  as  I  have  you,  for  de¬ 
fending  me,  protecting  my  people, 
and  prefer ving  my  country.” 

When  the  king  ftanified  his  in- 
tention  of  knighting  captain  Trol¬ 
lope,  he  modeftly  withed  to  decline 
the  honour;  but  being  at  length 
introduced  by  lord  Spencer,  and 
an  intimate  triend  to  his  majefty, 
the  king,  after  performing  the  cere¬ 
mony,  bowed  in  the  moft  courteous 
manlier,  while  pronouncing  the 


words,  “  Rife,  fir  Henry  Trollope ; 

I  with  you  health  and  long  life.” 
At  the  fame  time  lieut.  CIevel)r 
(whofe  pictures  of  the  jnorn  and 
eve  of  the  lft  of  June  have  been  f© 
much  admired)  was  taking  fome 
fketches  on  board;  when  lord 
Hugh  Seymour  Conway  told  him 
he  muft  carry  his  drawings  to  the 
king.  Lord  Spencer  introducing 
him  by  the  name  of  Cleverly,  “  No, 
no,”  faid  the  king,  “  that  is  not  it, 
my  lord;  though  it  is  fomething 
like,  it  is  Clevely — I  am  very  glad, 
fir,  to  fee  you  among  us;  and  (hall 
have  great  pleafure  in  viewing  your 
excellent  drawings.  Elizabeth  has 
Ihewn  us  fome  of  them  before  ” 

A  part  of  his  majefty’s  gracious 
and  benign  intentions  have  been 
carried  into  execution,  by  his  free 
pardon  having  been  proclaimed  to 
180  of  the  mutineers  confined  on 
board  the  Eagle  prifon  fhip,  at 
Chatham.  This  pardon  was  pro¬ 
claimed  to  the  unhappy  and  mis¬ 
guided  men  by  captain  Kalkett  of 
the  navy,  who  was  appointed  by 
his  lordlhip  for  the  pleafing  and 
interefting  fervice.  The  men  be¬ 
haved  in  a  very  becoming  and 
manly  manner,  appearing  fully  fen- 
fible  of  their  mifconduct,  and  highly 
grateful  for  this  mark  of  the  royal 
clemency. 

Died.— At  Glafgow',  Mr.  Sym, 
aged  9 1  .—At  Margate,  Mrs.  Tanks, 
aged  96. — At  Hackney,  Mrs.  Nath, 
aged  97. — -At  Hull,  Mrs.  Hefeltine, 
aged  98. 

Lately,  in  Dawfon-ftreet,  Dublin^ 
Mrs.  Margaret  Kelly ;  and  a  few 
hours  afterwards,  in  St.  Andrew''- 
ftreet,  Mrs.  French,  widow  of  col. 
French.  The  hiftory  of  thefe  two 
ladies,  who  thus  terminated  their 
mortal  courfe  on  the  fame  day,  is 
fomewhat  remarkable  : — I  wo  offi¬ 
cers 
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cers  of  the  2 2 d  regiment,  ftationed 
at  Minorca  about  1755,  married 
two  nuns  of  St,  Clair,  from  the 
convent  of  Cittadella,  in  that  lfland: 
thefe  two  nuns  were  the  ladies  we 
now  record.  They  lived  in  the 
moft  intimate  friendlhip,  and  puffed 
through  a  Iona  life  with  the  efteem 

n  o 

and  admiration  of  all  who  knew 
them,  rI  he  firft,  for  feveral  years 
deprived  of  the  partner  of  her  af¬ 
fections,  fuftained  many  calamities 
with  unfhaken  philofophy.  Mrs. 
French  followed  the  fortunes,  and 
Hi  are  d  the  fatigues  of  her  hufband, 
in  many  a  weary  campaign.  She 
was  prefent  at  the  taking  of  the 
Jiavannah,  in  1762. 


NOVE  M  B  E  It, 

^  A  melancholy  accident  hap¬ 
pened  lately*  at  Heaton  Norris, 
near  Stockport,  occafioned  by  the 
explofion  of  two  finall  cafKS  of  gun¬ 
powder,  which  were  fent  from 
Battle,  in  Suffex,  by  the  light 
coach,  for  Mr.  Fogg,  grocer,  of 
Manchefter. 

As  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Horfe-fhoe, 
in  Heaton  Norris,  where  the  coach 
flops,  was  abiding  the  coachman 
to  take  fome  parcels  out  of  the 
hafket,  a  fpark  from  the  candle  fell 
upon  fome  loofe  gunpowder,  which 
immediately  communicated  to  the 
calks,  the  whole  blew  up  with  a 
violent  expiation.  Mr.  Smith,  the 
coachman,  and  a  boy  that  held  the 
Sight,  were  feverely  wounded. 

The  firft  is  fince  dead;  the  life 
of  the  boy  is  defpaired  of,  and  the 
coachman,  who  has  loll;  one  of  his 
eyes,  continues  in  a  very  dangerous 
Hate.  Not  a  frngle  window  was 
left  whole  for  above  thirty  yards  on 
each  fide  of  the  fireet. 


A  fire  broke  out  about  eight 

o  cy  q 

o’clock  this  evening,  at  Mr. 
Bennifon’s  umbrella  manufactory, 
adjoining  Windmili-ftreet,  Finfbury- 
fquare,  which  it  entirely  confumed. 
It  communicated  to  a  fmall  honfe  in 
an  adjoining  court,  in  which  there 
are  only  four  houfes,  but  by  the 
exertions  of  the  fire-men  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  fpreading,  thouglr  not 
without  the  deftr ration  of  a  great 
part  of  the  furniture  of  the  poor  in¬ 
habitants. 

A  fire  at  the  Horn’s  Tavern, 
in  Palace-yard,  deflroyed  moft 
of  the  houfe  and  part  of  feveral 
tenements  adjoining,  before  the 
flames  were  extinguifhed.  No  lives 
were  loft. 

The  prefent  emprefs  of  Rufim 
has  purchafed  the  palace  of  prince 
Dolgorucki,  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  and 
converted  it  into  a  college  for 
teaching  the  art  of  midwifery. 
Twenty  poor  women  of  good  cha¬ 
racter  are  to  he  inftructed  and  con¬ 
tinually  fupported  by  her  Majefty's 
private  purfe,  and  oecafionally  dif- 
tributed  over  the  provinces. 

An  atheiflical  fociety  has  lately 
been  formed  in  Paris,  as  their 
own  papers  ftate,  called  Les  Hommes 
fans  Dieu,  “  the  men  without  a 
God/’  Their  foie  homage  is  paid 
to  virtue.  They  renounce  all  obe¬ 
dience  to  priefts  and  magiftrates: 
they  are  to  be  men  of  blamelefs 
lives,  and  not  lefs  than  fifty  years 
of  age.  If  a  civil  war  fhould  break 
out,  they  are  to  admonifh  the  com¬ 
batants,  armed  onlv  with  the  book 
of  virtue.  If  perfecuted,  they  are 
to  retire  to  their  church-vards,  and 
there,  wrapped  in  their  cloaks,  to 
meet  their  fate ! 

A  court  of  aldermen  was  yefter- 
day  held  at  Guildhall,  when  the 
lord  mayor  laid  before  the  court 
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an  order  of  the  court  of  lieute¬ 
nancy,  directing  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  London  militia  not  to 
turn  out  any  guards  in  cafes  of 
riots,  tumults,  or  fire,  unleis  at  the 
exprefs  defire  of  fome  magiflrate, 
and  being  headed  by  him  ;  which 
order  was  made  in  confequence  of 
the  lord  mayor’s  reprefeatation  of 
fome  irregularity  on  the  late  re¬ 
joicing  night.  The  court  voted  his 
lordfhip  thanks  for  his  conftitutional 
conduct. 

.  This  morning  Richard 

Barber,  for  forgery,  and 
John  Bryant,  for  a  rape,  were  exe¬ 
cuted  before  Newgate.  They  be¬ 
haved  in  a  manner  becoming  their 
unhappy  fituaticn.  Soon  after  the 
above  malefa&ors  were  cut  down, 
an  extraordinary  fcene.  took  place. 
Between  nine  and  hen  o  clock  a 
hackney-coach  drew  up  to  the 
prifon  door,  in  order  to  convey  away 
the  body  of  Bryant ;  which  being 
brought  out,  a  violent  altercation 
began  between  two  parties  among 
the  crowd,  each  headed  by  a  wo¬ 
man,  as  to  which  was  belt  entitled 
to  the  poffeffion  of  the  corpfe. 
Upon  the  body  being  brought  into 
the  ftreet,  the  two  contending  par¬ 
ties  feized  hold  of  it,  fome  dragging 
it  by  the  legs,  and  others  by  the 
head  and  arms,  but  all  contributed 
to  prevent  its  fall  to  the  ground, 
g^fter  an  obffinate  contefl  for  near 
half  an  hour,  the  body  was  carried 
into  Giltfpur-ffreet,  where  being 
put  into  a  coach,  it  was  driven  off. 
The  populace  then  difperfed. 

Thomas  Miller  was  brought  up 
to  receive  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  King’s-bench,  which  was 
paffed  upon  him  by  judge  Afhburfl, 
alter  a  fevere  reprimand,  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  effect :  ‘  You  are  found 

guilty  of  aa  Hal  awful  and  injurious 


offence,  in  having  kept  a  gaming- 
houfe,  in  which  you  permitted  an 
unlawful  game,  called  hazard,  to 
be  frequently  played.  The  court 
having  taken  into  confide  ration  the 
enormity  of  your  offence,  and  the 
whole  of  your  con  dud,  do  pafs  the 
following  fentence :  that  you  pay 
a  fine  of  500 1. ;  that  you  be  impri- 
foned  in  the  houfe  of  correction  m 
Cold-bath-fields  for  the  fpace  of  one 
year;  that  you  find  fureties  for 
your  good  behaviour  for  {’even 
years,  y.ourfelf  in  500!.,  and  two 
others  in  2501.  each  ;  and  not  to  be 
difcharged  from  your  confinement 
till  fuch  fureties  be  found.  I  have 
alfo  been  informed  that  you  fuffered 
playing  with  loaded  dice ;  but  as 
that  conftituted  no  part  of  the  in¬ 
dictment,  neither  can  it  contribute 
towards  your  punifhment,  though  it 
increafes  your  guilt. 

Lord  Kenyon.  If  that  crime  had 
been  laid  to  your  charge,  and  prov¬ 
ed,  your  punifhment  would  not 
have  flopped  where  it  has. 

A  melancholy  accident  . 
happened  in  the  French  12~1* 
priion  at  Stapleton,  near  BriftoL 
The  prifoners  being  very  riotous 
and  diforderly,  one  of  the  centinels, 
apprehending  that  fome  of  them 
were,  attempting  to  break  out,  fired 
his  piece,  and  unfortunately  fhot 
one  of  his  companions  through  the 
body ;  in  confequence  of  which  he 
died  in  a  very  few  minutes. 

Yeflerday,  a  court  of  pro-  „  . 
prietors  was  held  at  the  1 
bank ;  when  Mr.  Raikes,  the  chair¬ 
man,  acquainted  the  proprietors, 
that  he  and  the  deputy  governor 
had  an  interview  on  the  preceding 
day  with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  had  alfo 
depofited  with  the  fecret  committee 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  a  flate- 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 

which 
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which  he  fhould  alfo  lay  before  the 
proprietors.  The  refult  of  this 
ftatement  was  as  follows : — 

The  bank  had  in  calh,  bullion, 
and  other  fecurities  — Seventeen  mil¬ 
lions  fterling  and  a  fraction. 

Due  to  the  bank  from  govern¬ 
ment,  four  millions  and  a  fra&ion. 

The  debts  of  the  bank  were — 
eleven  millions  of  outftanding  notes 
_ befides  fix  millions  of  other  de¬ 
mands  on  it. 

The  nett  balance  in  favour  of  the 
bank,  independent  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  ftock  which  it  held,  was— 
three  millions,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

Mr.  Raikes  then  informed  the 
court,  that  the  minifter  had  pro- 
pofed  to  extend  the  further  limita¬ 
tion  of  time  when  the  bank  fhould 
refume  its  payments  in  fpecie  ;  that 
it  was  not  neceffary  for  him  to  judge 
of  the  urgency  of  political  motives, 
which  might  render  fuch  a  ftep  ad- 
vifeable  ;  but  he  had  the  pleafure 
to  inform  the  court,  that  the 
bank  was  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  af¬ 
fluence,  as  to  be  ready  to  pay  all 
the  demands  on  it  in  fpecie,  when¬ 
ever  called  upon. 

The  confent  of  the  proprietors 
was  then  afked  for  advancing  the 
amount  of  the  land  and  malt-tax 
to  government,  amounting  to  two 
millions,  feven  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds,  which  was  una- 
nimoufly  agreed  to. 

,  This  day  admiral  fir  Ho- 
2  *  ratio  Nelfon  attended  at  the 

chamberlain’s  office  in  Guildhall, 
with  the  lord  mayor  and  Mr.  aider- 
man  Wilkes,  to  receive  the  gold  box 
of  one  hundred  guineas  value,  voted 
to  him  for  his  bravery  and  conduct 
in  the  Britifh  fervice.  After  the 
admiral  had  received  the  box,  and 
the  freedom  of  the  city  beautifully 


written  and  illuminated,  the  cuf- 
tomary  oath  of  every  freeman  was 
adminiftered ;  to  which  Mr.  cham¬ 
berlain  Wilkes  added  : 

“  Rear  admiral  fir  Horatio  Nel¬ 
fon,  I  give  you  joy ;  and  with  true 
fatisfadtion  I  return  you  thanks  in 
the  name  of  the  lord  mayor,  aider- 
men,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common  council  affem- 
bled,  who  have  unanimoufiy  voted 
you  the  freedom  of  the  capital,  for 
your  diftinguifhed  valour  and  con¬ 
duct  in  the  favourite  fervice  of  the 
navy,  and  particularly  againft  a 
very  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy  off 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  on  the  14th  of 
February  laft. 

“  Many  of  our  naval  command¬ 
ers  have  merited  highly  of  their 
country  by  their  exertions  ;  but  in 
your  cafe  there  is  a  rare  heroic  mo* 
defty,  which  cannot  be  fufficiently 
admired.  You  have  given  the  warm- 
eft  applaufe  to  your  brother  officers, 
and  the  feamen  under  your  com¬ 
mand  ;  but  your  own  merit  you 
have  not  mentioned  even  in  the 
flighteft  manner;  and  the  relation  of 
the  fevere  and  cruel  wound  you  fuf- 
fered  in  the  fervice  of  your  country, 
is  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  by  your 
noble  commander  in  chief. 

“  May  you  long  live  to  enjoy  the 
grateful  benedi&ions  of  the  country 
which  you  honour  and  protect.” 

Sir  Horatio  Nelfon’s  anfwer. 

“  Sir, — Nothing  could  be  more 
gratifying  to  me  (as  it  mull  be  to 
every  fea  officer)  than  receiving  the 
high  honour  this  day  conferred  upon 
me,  of  becoming  a  freeman  of  the 
great  city  of  London.  And  I  beg 
you  to  believe,  and  to  afi'ure  my  fel¬ 
low  citizens,  that  my  hand  and  head 
fhall  ever  be  exerted,  with  all*my 
heart,  in  defence  of  my  king,  the 
laws,  and  the  juft  liberties  of  my 

country ; 
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country  ;  in  winch  are  included, 
every  thing  that  can  be  beneficial 
to  the  capital  of  the  empire.  I  beg 
leave  to  return  you,  fir,  my  fincere 
thanks  for  the  very  flattering  ex- 
preflions  you  have  honoured  me 
with,  on  this  occafion.” 

The  fea  exhibited  an  awfully 
grand  appearance  on  the  Norfolk 
coaft,  the  billows  running  mountains 
high.  At  Yarmouth,  the  pump- 
houfe  belonging  to  the  bath-rooms 
was  overwhelmed  by  the  furf,  and 
almoft  levelled  to  the  ground. 
Next  morning,  at  day  break,  a  vefiel, 
floop-rigged,  was  difeovered  on  the 
Crofs  Sand,  off  Yarmouth  ;  at  nine 
o’clock  (he  overfet,  and  all  on  board 
periflied.  , 

The  fnow  was  nearly  ge- 
‘29th.  nera|  jn  this  county,  from 
the  e aft ;  it  is  deep  on  molt  of  the 
roads  from  Norfolk  and  Leicefter- 
fibre,  quite  acrofs  the  kingdom  to 
Chefter  and  Lancafter ;  in  fome 
places  upwards  of  two  feet  deep  : 
a  rare  circumftance  fo  early  in 
the  feafon.  The  Manchefter  mail 
was  fluck  faft  in  a  valley  near  Leek, 
but,  by  being  put  on  horfeback,  and 
by  taking  a  circuitous  route,  it 
reached  Athbourn,  after  a  lofs  of 
feven  hours,  from  which  place  to 
London,  the  guards  fo  exerted  them- 
felves,  by  riding  with  the  bags  on 
horfeback,  and,  in  other  places,  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  by  taking 
poft-chaifes,  that  much  of  the  time 
was  recovered,  and  they  arrived  at 
the  General  Poll  Office  fo  as  to  fave 
the  morning  delivery. 

,  Laft  night,  the  parifii 
church  of  St.  Alban,  Wood- 
(ftreet,  was  broken  open,  and  robbed 
of  the  money  colle&ed  for  the  poor. 

Died.  id.  At  Norwich,  in  his 
fifty-feventh  year,  the  Rev.  William 
Enfield,  LL.D.  paftor  of  the  con¬ 


gregation  of  proteftant  difienters 
meeting  in  the  chapel  there,  origin¬ 
ally  eredted  for  Dr.  Taylor,  and 
formerly  ledurer  in  the  belles  lettres 
at  the  academy  at  Warrington. 
To  the  public  he  was  well  known 
by  his  many  ingenious  and  ufefui 
writings,  wrhich  entitled  him  to  a 
refpebtable  rank  in  the  literary 
world. 

In  Duke’s-court,  St.  Mar-  ,, 
tin’s-lane,  Mr.  Roger  Payne,  20c 
a  celebrated  bookbinder.  This 
ingenious  artift  introduced  a  flyle  of 
binding  which  united  elegance  with 
durability,  in  a  manner  which  no 
other  perfon  has  been  able  to  imitate. 
He  may  juflly  be  ranked  among 
artifts  of  the  greateft  merit.  The 
ornaments  he  employed  were  fe- 
ledled  with  a  claffical  tafte ;  and  in 
many  inftances  appropriated  to  the 
fubjedt  of  the  work,  or  to  the  age 
and  time  of  the  author.  Each  book 
of  his  binding  was  accompanied 
with  a  written  defeription  of  the 
ornaments,  drawn  up  in  a  molt 
precife  and  curious  flyle.  His  chef- 
d'oeuvre  is  his  iEfchylus,  in  the  poL 
fefiion  of  earl  Spencer ;  the  orna¬ 
ments  and  decorations  of  this  book 
are  uncommonly  fplendid,  and  truly 
claffical.  The  binding  coft  the 
noble  proprietor  1 5  guineas.  Thofe 
who  are  not  accuflomed  to  fee 
book-binding  executed  in  any  other 
than  the  common  manner,  can 
form  no  idea  of  the  merits  of  the 
deceafed,  who  lived  without  a  rival, 
and  there  is  reafon  to  fear  has  died 
without  a  fueceflbr. 

AtHametfham,  Mr.  Bootle,  aged 
go.  Pie  retained  his  feveral  facul¬ 
ties  till  the  laft,  walked  very  up¬ 
right,  and  with  youthful  nimblenefs. 
The  following  remarkable  inftance 
of  longevity  in  one  family,  is  leldom 
known;  his  great  grandfather  died 

at 
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at  the  age  of  83;  bis  grandfather 
88  ;  his  mother  86  ;  his  father  85  ; 
and  one  uncle  92.  They  all  lived 
and  died  in  the  parifli  of  Hamet- 
fham  in  Kent. 

At  Btockwell,  C.  Wooding'e,  efq. 
aged  94. — At  Newton  St.  Loe,  Mrs. 
E.  Harrington,  aged  91. — At  Holy- 
well,  Lincoln,  S.  lleynardfon,  efq. 
aged  93.—  At  Glafgow,  3.  Bowman, 
efq.  aged  9 6. —At  Ririgley,  J.  F. 
Whither,  aged  85 ;  he  was  father, 
grandfather,  and  great  grandfather 
to  144  children.— -At  Silebv,  Mrs. 
Farkinfon,  aged  93. — At  JMichel- 
jham,  Mr.  Child,  aged  91. — At  Ca- 
rig,  Ireland,  John  Ahern,  aged  111, 
and  James  Stewart,  aged  102. — At 
Tuilike,  near  Tarbett,  on  the  fame 
bed,  and  nearly  at  the  fame  mo¬ 
ment,  Michael  and  Jeremiah  Moli- 
neux,  brothers,  the  former  aged  09, 
the  latter  tuiiied  of  96. —Near 
Newcaftle,  Mrs.  Summabel,  aged 
■  99 J. — At  Weft  Tarring,  Mr.  J. 
Ruffe]*  aged  96. 


1 

D  E  C  E  M  B  E  R. 

n  Mr.  Fox  prefented  to  the 
king,  at  the  levee,  a  petition, 
from  near  5,000  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Down,  in  Ireland,  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  hardihips  which 
that  county  at  piefent  labours  un¬ 
der,  and  praying  for  a  redrefs  of 
grievances. 

Gold  feven  flailing  pieces 
2tl*  were  ordered  to  be  received 
as  the  current  coin  of  the  kingdom. 

At  the  late  Colchefter  allizes,  an 
indictment  was  preferred  againft  a 
perfon  for  an  aflault:  it  appeared 
in  evidence,  that  the  plaintiff  had 
attempted  to  hang  himleif,  and  that 
the  defendant,  finding  him  in  that 


fituation,  had  cut  him  down,  pulled 
his  nofe,  and  ffrock  him  feveral 
fniart  blows  011  the  back,  for  the. 
purpofe  of  rel’ufcitating  fufpended 
animation:  a  verdict  was  found  for 
the  defendant. 

The  late  thick  fogs  have  not  only 
been  prevalent  among  us,  but  in 
various  other  places.  We  have  a 
private  account  of  a  molt  furpriling 
one  felt  in  Paris.  rI  he  whole  city 
appeared,  as  it  were,  enveloped  in 
a  cloud  of  foetid  emanations,  and 
acid  fulphureous  matters,  which  af¬ 
fected  both  the  fmell  and  the  fight, 
and  fcarctly  left  in  the  atmolphere 
vital  air  enough  for  a  painful  re- 
fpiration  ;  infomuch  that  chymifts 
are  now  employed  in  analysing  thefe 
phcenomtna.  At  four  o’clock,;  the 
miff  was  fo  powerful  as  to  intercept 
all  the  rays  of  light  beyond  a  few 
paces  ;  and  foon  afterwards  became 
fo  thick,  as  ulmoft  to  extinguilh  the 
torches  which  people  were  obliged 
to  carry  in  the  ffreets.  It  was  ele¬ 
ven  o’clock  at  night  before  the  cold 
had  power  enough  to  condenfe  the 
vapid  air,  cr  precipitate  the  foggy 
particles  with  which  it  was  impreg¬ 
nated.  Many  accidents  happened 
by  the  overturning  of  carriages,  &c. 
Some  paffengers  fell  into  the  water. 
The  thieves  were  particularly  active 
aroidft  the  general  confufion. 

Sir  Henry  St.  John  Mild  may, 
hart,  returning  from  a  hard  chace 
with  his  noted  vicious  horfe,  Tele¬ 
graph,  which  he  purchafed  of  lord 
Villers  for  600  guineas,  ventured 
to  pat  him,  when  the  furious 
animal  inftantly  feized  his  light 
hand,  and  held  it  in  his  mouth  for 
upwards  of  a  minute,  notwithffand- 
ing  the  exertions  of  two  grooms  to 
difengage  it.  Sir  Henry  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  undergo  an  immediate  am¬ 
putation. 

l  11  tin  This 
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This  morning  Maria  The- 
refa  Phipoe,  for  the  murder 
of  Mary  Cox,  was  executed  before 
the  debtors  door,  Newgate,  purfu- 
ant  to  her  fentence.  She  behaved 
with  proper  decorum;  and  was  at¬ 
tended  by  a  Roman  Catholic  prieft. 
She  left  a  guinea  for  the  mod  de~ 
lerving  debtor  in  the  gaol,  and  gave 
the  fame  fum  to  the  executioner. 
After  hanging  an  hour  in  the  view 
of  a  great  number  of  ipe&ators, 
one-third  of  whom  were  females, 
the  body  was  cut  down,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  lurgeons  for  difieftion. 
—  For  her  trial,  fee  the  Appendix 
to  the  Chronicle. 

This  day  alfo  came  on,  at  Weft- 
m  inner  Hall,  a  trial  between  An¬ 
thony  Prtiqum  and  Mr.  Gifford ;  for 
which  fee  the  Appendix  to  the 
Chronicle. 

lotjx  That  part  of  the  water¬ 
works  at  Shadwell,  in  which 
Mefifrs.  Bolton’s  ft  earn  engine  was 
erected  in  1774,  over  the  well,  was 
in  one  hour  and  a  half  burnt  to  the 
ground.  rlhis  engine's  power  of 
railing  water  was  at  the  rate  of  003 
gallons  in  a  minute,  which  is  52,110 
gallons  in  an  hour,  and  730,520 
gallons,  or  2,853  tons  152  gallons, 
in  a  day  of  14  hours,  the  ufual 
time  of  working  it.  It  fupplied  a 
diftribl  of  near  8,000  houfes,  beftdes 
public  buildings,  extending  to  the 
lower,  to  Limehoufe  bridge,  and 
from  Whitechapel  to  the  Thames. 

Letters  from  Portfmouth  men¬ 
tion  the  death  of  captain  Parker,  of 
the  Intrepid,  as  particularly  lingu¬ 
lar,  as  well  as  truly  unfortunate. 
He  was  fitting  in  his  cabin,  when, 
upon  a  fudden  heel  of  the  flop,  and 
his  chair  giving  way,  he  fell  again  ft 
the  fafii  window  of  one  of  the  port¬ 
holes,  which  he  went  through  into 
the  fea.  It  blew  fo  ftrong,  that 
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before  any  affiftance  could  be  given 
by  backing  the  fails,  he  unhappily 
difippeared. 

Dublin,  18th.  Yefterday  intel¬ 
ligence  was  received  in  town  of  the 
death  of  col.  Fitzgerald,  who  was 
lately  guilty  of  a  molt  flrameful  and 
difhonourable  aCf  in  the.  family  of 
the  p refen t  earl  of  Kingfton,  by  fe- 
ducing  a  daughter  of  that  much 
efteemed  nobleman,  to  whom  he  was 
allied,  and  in  whofe  family  he  had 
been  a  conftant  vififor.  lie  met  his 
death  in  the  following  manner: 

After  the  difcovery  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  criminal  intercourfe,  which 
occurred  in  England,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  a  duel  had  taken 
place  between  the  brother  of  the 
young  lad}7  (who  is  now  lord  Kings- 
borough)  and  the  deceafed,col  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  (he  was  removed  to  the 
country  refidence  of  her  noble  fa¬ 
ther,  now  the  earl  of  Kingfton,  at 
Mitchelftown,  near  Kilworth  in 
this  kingdom,  lire  deceafed,  feel¬ 
ing  no  remorfe  for  what  he  had 
done,  in  dilhonouring,  by  the  molt 
artful  ftratagems,  an  illultr ious  fa¬ 
mily,  had  the  audacity  and  hardi¬ 
hood  to  follow  the  young  lady  to 
Ireland;  it  is  fuppoled  with  a  view 
to  wreft  her  by  violence  from  her 
parents,  and  took  lodgings  at  an 
inn  in  Kilworth.  The  colonel  had 
been  there  loinc  days  before  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  Kilworth  was  made  known, 
or  the  obje&of  his  expedition  was 
difcovered  He  was  obferved  to 
walk  out  in  the  night,  and  conceal 
himfelf  in  the  day;  and  the  fer- 
vants  at  length  noticed  him  lurking 
about  Mitchelftown  houle,  at  un- 
feafonable  hours.  The  intelligence 
having  reached  lord  Kin:. thorough, 
who  had  had  the  duel  with  the  co¬ 
lonel,  and  refolved  to  defeat  his 
antagonilt's  pm-Kct,  he  left  his 
*  G  „  father’s 
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father’s  houfe,  and  went  to  Kil- 
worth,  where,  having  inquired  if 
that  gentleman  was  in  the  houfe, 
and  being  informed  he  was,  he  went 
to  the  apartment  in  which  he  was 
told  that  the  colonel  lodged.  Lord 
Kingfborough  rapped  at  the  door, 
requiring  admittance :  the  other 
knowing  his  voice,  replied,  that  he 
■was  locked  in,  and  could  not  open 
the  door ;  but,  if  he  had  any  thing 
to  fay  to  him,  he  would  receive  it 
in  writing  under  the  door.  This 
enraged  the  young  nobleman,  and 
lie  forced  open  the  door,  and  run¬ 
ning  to  a  cafe  of  pifiols  in  the  room, 
took  one,  and  defired  the  colonel  to 
take  the  other  and  defend  himfelf ; 
lie  was  refolved  to  have  fatisfadion 
for  the  fcheme  the  deceafed  had 
formed  againft  his  filter,  and  which 
he  came  to  this  place  to  put  in  exe- 
1  cution.  On  both  Seizing  the  piftols, 
they  grappled  with  each  other, 
and  were  ftruggling,  when  the  earl 
oi  Kingfton,  who  had  been  ap- 
/’srifed  of  his  fon’s  departure  in 
purfuit  of  the  colonel,  and  quickly 
followed  the  young  lord,  entered 
the  room,  and  finding  them  in  the 
conteft,  and  that  his  fon  muft  lofe 
liis  life  from  the  fituation  the  de¬ 
ceafed  had  him  in,  the  earl  fired 
upon  the  colonel,  not,  we  believe, 
with  an  intent  to  kill  him,  though 
his  aggravation  was  great ;  but  the 
fhot  took  effect,  and  the  colonel  loft 
his  life,  but  not  lamented  by  any 
one  who  has  heal'd  of  his  very  dii- 
lionourable  conduct  in  this  affair. 

When  Mils  King  was  taken  by 
her  father  from  England  on  account 
of  her  difgrace,  it  was  difeovered, 
on  her  arrival  in  Dublin,  that  the 
lervant  maid  who  accompanied  her, 
favoured  the  views  of  the  feducer. 
On  her  confequent  difmiffal  from 
the  fervicc,  (he  returned  to  England, 


and  was  the  bearer  of  a  private 
letter  to  col.  Fitzgerald,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  which  were,  it  was  faid, 
fufficient  to  induce  the  colonel,  even 
at  the  rifk  of  his  life,  to  make  an 
effort  to  regain  the  young  lady;  but 
his  finances  not  enabling  him  to 
undertake  the  journey,  he  borrowed 
a  fum  of  money  of  an  amiable  wo¬ 
man,  who  ought  ever  to  have  been 
moft  dear  to  him,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  making  a  vifit  to  Dorfet- 
fhire.  Thus  accommodated,  he  fet 
out  for  the  filter  kingdom,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  village  of  Kii  worth, 
near  Mitchelftown,  the  refidence 
of  the  noble  family,  the  place  where 
the  young  lady  was  kept,  and  whofe 
conduct  was  then  watched  with  par¬ 
ticular  vigilance. 

This  day  the  Grand  Na-  , 
tional  Thankfgiving  took 
place  ;  for  an  account  of  which  fee 
the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle. 

During  the  laft  feafon  the  follow¬ 
ing  fhips  paffed  the  Sound,  viz. 
2,405  Englifh,  2,017  Danes,  2,389 
Swedes,  2,103  Pruffians,  172  Papen- 
burghers,  47  Hamburghers,  107 
Oldenburghers,  139  Bremeners,  191 
Roltockers,  37  Lubeckers,  2  Cour- 
ianders,  81  Americans,  and  31  Por- 
tuguefe. 

Amount  of  armed  fhips  belong¬ 
ing  to  France,  Spain,  and  Holland, 
taken,  burnt,  or  deftroyed  by  the 
Englifh,  fmee  the  commencement  of 
the  war: 

VefTeis.  Guns. 
Of  74  guns  and  upwards  -  39  3,058 

Two  deckers  under  74  -  -  -  10  630 

Frigatesof  32  guns  and  upwards  46  1,798 

Frigates  under  32  guns  -  -  -  18  388 

Sioops,  corvettes,  &c.  -  -  587  2,808 

Died,  12th,  at  his  houfe  inNor- 
folk-ftreet,  Strand,  Richard  Brock- 
lefby,  efq.  M.  D.  fellow  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians  and  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  one  of  the  oldeft 
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phyfieians  on  the  ftaff  of  the  army. 
H  e  was  highly  elteemed  and  re- 
fpeded  as  a  learned  and  able  phy- 
fician,  and  as  a  truly  benevolent 
and  honeit  man.  Dr.  Brocklefby 
ftud:ed  and '  took  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  at  Leyden,  where  he  proba¬ 
bly  formed  that  friendfhip  with  the 
late  Mr.  Wilkes,  which  continued 
to  their  lives  end;  and  he  attended 
him  in  confequence  of  his  duel 
with  Mr.  Martin,  1763.  Prepara¬ 
tory  to  his  degree,  he  read,  and  af¬ 
terwards  printed,  at  Leyden,  1745, 
4to,  “  Dijfertatio  inaugumlis,  deSa- 
livd  fana  et  morbofd”  His  next 
publication  was,  “  An  Ejj'ay  con¬ 
cerning  the  Mortality  of  Horned 
Cattle,  London ,  1746/'  He  was 
alfo  the  author  of  feveral  papers  in 
the  Philofophical  Tranfactions.  The 
do&or  had  one  fon,  who  was  a 
private  pupil  to  Mr.  Wakefield, 
after  he  quitted  the  academy  at 
Hackney. 

26th.  In  Grofvenor-fq uare,  in 
his  71ft  year,  John  Wilkes,  efq. 
F.  R.  S.  alderman  of  the  ward  of 
Farringdon  Without,  and  chamber- 
lain  of  London.  Lie  was,  in  early 
life,  colonel  of  the  Buckinghamfliire 
militia;  M.  P.  for  Aylefbury,  and 
afterwards  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex  ;  elected  alderman  1 769 ; 
iheriff  1771;  lord  mayor  1774; 
and  chamberlain  1779. 

At  Garreg,  Flint,  Mr.  Griffiths, 
aged  92.— At  Poughgill,  Mrs.  Mary 
Chilcott,  aged  101.— At  Studley, 
Mr.  D.  Clay  brook,  aged  100.  He 
retained  his  faculties  to  the  lad,  and 
walked  every  Sunday  two  miles  to 
church,  till  within  a  few  weeks  of 
his  death  ;  and,  about  a  year  fmce, 
chimed  three  of  the  church  bells 
without  any  affiftance  ;  ringing  be¬ 
ing  his  favourite  exercife.  —  At 
Newark,  Mr,  Clay,  aged  92.—* 
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BIRTH  S  in  the  Year  1797. 

Jan.  1.  Vifcountefs  Deerhurft,  a 
fon. 

10.  Countefs  of Aylesford, twins, 
a  fon  and  daughter. 

14.  Vifcountefs  Clifden,  a  fon. 

15.  Lady  of  Paul  Benfield,  efq. 

M.  P.  a  fon. 

1 6.  V  ifcountefs  Galway,  a  fon. 

24.  Lady  of  C.  Shaw  Lefevre, 

elq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

25.  Lady  Donne,  a  fon. 

26.  Lady  of  R.  Down,  efq. 

banker,  a  fon,  her  19th 
child. 

Feb.  1.  Rt.  hon.  lady  Horatio  Sey¬ 
mour,  a  fon. 

6.  Countefs  of  Guildford,  a 
daughter. 

8.  Countefs  of  Belfaft,  a  fon. 

,  9-  Lady  of  George  Henry  Role, 
efq.  M«  P.  a  fon. 
si.  Countefs  Temple, a  fon. 

12.  Lady  Rodney,  a  fon. 

26.  Lady  of  William  Currie, 

efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

Mar.  5.  Lady  of  alderman  Coombe, 
M.  P.  a  fon. 

10.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Henry 
Lid  del,  bart.  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  of  fir  James  Bland 
Burges,  bart.  a  daughter. 
23.  Countefs  of  Mount  Edge- 
cumbe,  a  fon. 

27.  Lady  of  fir  Richard  Carr 

Glynn,  knight,  alderman, 
and  M.  P.  a  fon. 

28.  Countefs  of  Albemarle,  a 

daughter. 

Apr.  1.  lion.  Mrs.  Petre,  a  fon. 

3.  Lady  of  Dr.  Stewart,  bi- 
fhop  of  St.  David's,  a 
daughter. 

*  G  3 


8,  Lady 


8 4*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


Apr.  8.  Lady  of  fir  Alexander 

Grant.,  a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  lion.  John 

Simpfon,  a  daughter, 
li.  Lady  of  fir  Richard  Ga- 

mon,  hart.  M.  P.  a 

daughter.  1 

1 6.  Lady  C arrington,a daughter. 
Ladv  of  fir  C.  Wat  fon,  a 

daughter. 

Lady  Charlotte  Campbell, 
a  daughter. 

21.  Lady  of  fir  George  Womb- 
well,  hart,  a  fon. 

May  13.  C ouu LAs  of  Northelk,  a 
daughter. 

15.  Lady  Mulgrave,  a  fon  and 

heir. 

17.  The  wife  of  prince  Maxi¬ 

milian  of  Saxony,  brother 
to  the  elector,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

19.  At  Lifbon,  the  princefs  of 

Brazil,  a  princefs. 

29.  Lady  Heatlicote,  a  fon. 
June  1.  Lady  of  fir  Robert  Baker, 

a  daughter. 

8.  Lady  Charles  Townfhend, 
a  fon. 

18.  Mrs.  Dundas,  lady  of  the 

lord  advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  a  fon. 

20.  Lady  Napier,  a  fon. 

2§.  Countefs  of  Caililis,  a 
daughter. 

July  7.  Lady  of  the  hon.  William 
Carr,  a  fon. 

8.  Lady  Bruce,  a  daughter. 

16.  Lady  Margaret  Maclean,  a 

fon. 

21.  Countefs  Hardwicke,  a  fon. 

30.  Countefs  of  Plymouth,  a 

daughter. 

31.  Plon.  Mrs.  Stanley,  a 

daughter. 

Aug.  1.  Lad'7  Suttie,  a  fon. 

6.  Lady  of  fir  John  Chardin 
Mufgrave,  bait,  a  fon. 


Aug.  15.  Lady  of  Edmund  Wigley, 
e  fq .  M .  P .  a  dan gh  te r . 

20.  Lady  of  fir  J.  Sinclair, 

hart,  a  fon. 

21.  Lady  of  fir  Tho,  Which- 

cote,  hart,  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  Elizabeth  Talbot,  a 

daughter. 

26.  Lady  Sherrard,  a  fon. 

28.  Lady  of  fir  Geo.  Glynn, 
hart,  a  daughter. 

Sept.  4.  Lady  of  fir  Tho.  Parkyns, 
bart.  a  fon. 

6.  Lady  Charlotte  Lennox,  a 

fon. 

Lady  Belgrave,  a  fon. 

7.  Marchionefs  of  Tweedale, 

a  daughter. 

13.  Lady  of  fir  Geo.  Pigot?bari, 
a  daughter. 

17.  Lady  Elizabeth  Spencer,  a 

daughter. 

18.  Duchefs  of  Manchefter,  a 

daughter. 

061.  9.  Lady  Elizabeth  Finch  Hat¬ 
ton,  a  daughter. 

13.  Lady  of  Thomas  Anfon, 

efq„  M.  P.  a  fon. 

25.  Countefs  of  Aboyne,  a 
daughter. 

17.  Lady  Mary  Fludyer,  a  Ton. 
2 1 .  Lady  Mary  Stopford,  a  fon. 

23.  Lady  of  fir  James  Gra¬ 

ham,  bart.  a  fon. 

24.  Countefs  of  Caithnefs,  a 

fon. 

Countefs  of  Sutherland,  a 
daughter. 

Nov.  5.  Lady  Lucy  Bridgeman,  a 
fon. 

14.  Lady  of  the  hon.  captain 

William  Seymour,  a 
daughter. 

Lady  Helen  Hall,  a  fon. 
Dec.  2.  Lady  Le  Defpenfer,  a  fon. 

15.  Lady  cf  fir  John  Kenna- 

way,  bart.  a  fon. 
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MARRIAGES  in  the  Year  1797. 

Jan.  2.  David  Walker,  Efq.  nephew 
to  tire  late  general  Leflie, 
to  mifs  Ryan,  filler  to 
lady  Hales. 

Feb.  2.  The  earl  of  Weftmeath,  to 
lady  Elizabeth  Moore, 
eldell  daughter  to  the 
earl  of  Drogheda. 

6.  Lord  vifcount  Montague, 
to  mifs  Frances  Manby, 
fecond  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  Manby,  efq, 
of  Bead's  Hall,  Effex. 

13.  The  hereditary  prince  of 

He  fie  Cafiel,  to  the  pr  in- 
cefs  Augulla  of  Pruffia, 
daughter  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia. 

lb.  Hon.  Mr.  Dundas,  fon  of 
lord  Dundas,  to  lady  Ca¬ 
roline  Beauclerk,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  duke  of  St. 
Albans. 

18.  Sir  John  Kennaway,  of 
Efcot,  Devonfhire,  hart, 
to  mifs  Charlotte  Amyatt, 
daughter  of  J  ames  A  my  att, 
efq.  M.  P.  for  Southamp¬ 
ton. 

28.  Captain  Halliday,  foil  of 
lady  Jane  Halliday,  to 
mifs  Eliza  Stratford. 

Mar.  4.  Sir  John  Menzies,  bart. 

to  lady  Charlotte  Murray, 
daughter  of  the  duke-  of 
Athol. 

14.  Col.  Clinton,  eldell  fon  of 

the  late  fir  H.  Clinton, 
K.  B.  to  the  hon.  Louifa 
Holroyd,  youngefi  daugh¬ 
ter  of  lord  Sheffield. 
Robert  Bernard  Sparrow, 
efq.  to  the  hon.  Mifs 
Achefon,  eldell  daughter 
of  lord  vifcount  Gcsford. 


April  6.  Colonel  Grofvenor,  M.  P. 

nephew  of  earl  Grofve¬ 
nor,  to  mifs  Heathcote, 
filler  to  fir  Gilbert  Heath¬ 
cote,  bart. 

14.  Capel  Hanbury,  efq.  of 
Pontpool-houfe,  Mon- 
mouthlhire,  to  lady 

*  Mackworth,  of  Gnoll 
Caftle,  Glamorganlhire. 

16.  Rev.Edward  Nares,  young- 

ell  fon  of  the  late  hon. 
juftice  Nares,  to  lady 
Georgina  Charlotte  Spen¬ 
cer,  third  daughter  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough. 

17.  Lord  vifcount  Brome,  fon 

of  marquis  Cornwallis,  to 
lady  Louifa  Gordon, 
daughter  of  the  duke  of 

4.-’ 

Gordon. 

19.  Lord  vifcount  Garlies, 
eldell  fon  of  the  earl  of 
Galloway,  to  lady  Jane 
Paget,  fecond  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Uxbridge. 

24.  Lord  Diulfany,  to  mifs 
Smith,  fifter  of  Drum¬ 
mond  Smith,  efq. 

May  1.  Earl  of  Derby,  to  mifs 
v  Barren. 

2.  Henry  St.  John,  efq,  young- 
ell  fon  of  the  late  hon. 
and  Rev.  Andrew  St. 
John,  to  mifs  Catharine 
Wigley. 

— Lieut.-colonel  Scudamore, 
M.  P.  to  mifs  Walwyn, 
daughter  of  James  Wal- 
wyn,  efq,  M.  P. 

4.  Hon.  capt.  Talbot,  only 
brother  of  the  earl  of 
Shrewlhury,  to  mifs  Har¬ 
riet  Redingfield,  daughter 
of  the  rev.  Bacon  Beding- 
field,  of  Ditchingham 
Hall,  Norfolk. 

.13,  John  Wyldbore  Smith, 
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efq.  only  fon  of  fir  John 
Smith,  bart.  of  Sydling- 
houfe,  Dorfet,  to  mils 
Elizabeth  Anne  Marriot. 

18.  His  ferene  highnefs  Fre¬ 

deric  Charles  William, 
hereditary  prince  of  Wir- 
temberg,  to  her  royal 
highnefs  Charlotte  Au- 
gufta  Matilda,  princefs 
royal  of  England. 

19.  Rev.  Richard  FIol  well,  to 

lady  Charlotte  Hay, 
daughter  of  the  late  earl 
of  Errol. 

23.  Rev.  William  Clay,  to 
lady  Burrel,  relidt  of  fir 
William  Burrel,  bart. 

25.  John  Mofely,  efq.  to  mifs 
Payne  Galloway,  only 
daughter  of  S.  P.  Gallo¬ 
way,  efq,  and  niece  to 
lord  Lavington. 

30.  William  Wilberforce,  efq. 
M.  P.  to  mils  Spooner, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Ifaac 
Spooner,  efq.  of  Emdon- 
houfe,  Warwick. 

— .  Sir  Charles  Edwards,  to 
mifs  Howard. 

— Lord  George  Thynne,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  marquis  of 
Bath,  to  mifs  Harriet 
Courtenay,  filler  to  lord 
vifcount  Courtenay. 

June  9.  Rev.  William  Garner,  eld¬ 
ed  fon  of  George  Garner, 
efq.  of  Wickham,  Hants, 
to  mifs  North,  elded: 
daughter  of  the  bilhop  of 
Winehefter, 

.  23.  Wenceflaus,  count  of  Surg- 

ftall,  count  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire,  to  mil’s 
Cranftoun,  daughter  of 
the  late  hon.  George 
Cranftoun. 

aG.  LieuU-cokmel  Childers,  to 


the  hon.  mifs  Eardleyy 
daughter  of  lord  Eardley„ 
— .  Hon.  capt.  Carleton,  eldeft 
fon  of  lord  Dorchefter, 
to  mifs  Prifcilla  Bel  ford, 
niece  to  fir  Adam  Wil- 
liamlon,  K.  B. 

July  6.  Lord  Holland,  to  lady 
Valfal,  only  daughter  of 
the  late  Richard  Valfal, 
efq. 

Hon.  Francis  Matthew, 
eldeft  fon  of  lord  vif¬ 
count  Land  aft,  to  mifs  C. 
La  Touche,  daughter  of 
John  La  Touche,  efq. 

26.  John  Quincy  Adams,  efq. 
ambafiador  from  the 
United  States  of  America 
to  the  court  of  Berlin, 
and  fon  to  John  Adams, 
efq.  prefidentof  the  Ame¬ 
rican  States,  to  mifs 
Louifa  Johnfon,  daughter 
of  Jolhua  Johnfon,  efq. 
London. 

A.ug.  1.  Sir  Thomas  Pilkington, 
bart.  to  mifs  ‘Tufi’nell, 
eldeft  daughter  of  William 
Tuftnell,  efq.  of  Lang¬ 
leys. 

8.  Lord  Trimleftown,  to  mifs 
Alicia  Euftace,  daughter 
of  major-general  Eus¬ 
tace. 

17.  Marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
to  lady  Charlotte  Town- 
ftiend,  only  daughter  of 
marquis  Townlhend. 

Sept.  11.  Sir  W.  Vavafour,  of  Hafle- 
wood,  York,  bart.  to  mils 
Jane  Rangdale,  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  William 
Langdale,  efq.  of  Lang- 
thorpe. 

id.  David  William,  earl  of 
Mansfield,  to  mifs  Fre¬ 
deric  Markham,  fourth 

daughter 
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daughter  of  the  arch- 
biihop  of  York. 

27,  Mr.  Benyon,  fon  of  the 
late  goverDor  Benyon, 
to  mifs  Sykes,  daughter 
of  fir  Francis  Sykes, 
bart.  1 

Oct.  12.  Robert  Cary  Elwes,  efq. 

of  Roxby*upon-Humber, 
to  the  lion.  Caroline  Pel¬ 
ham,  fecond  daughter  of 
lord  Yarborough. 

18.  The  bon.  col.  Robert 
Fulke  Greville,  younger 
brother  of  the  earl  of 
Warwick,  to  Louifa  coun- 
tefs  dowager  of  Mans¬ 
field. 

Nov.  2  7.  Alexander  Trotter,  efq. 

of  Dreghorn,  pay  mailer 
of  the  navy,  to  mils 
Lilias  Stuart,  daughter  of 
the  late  fir  John  Stuart, 
bart. 

Dec.  5.  The  hon.  Thomas  Mor¬ 
ton,  eldeil  fon  of  lord 
Ducie,  to  lady  Frances 
Herbert,  only  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Carnarvon. 

— »  Hon.  Thomas  Powys,  eld- 
*  eft  fon  of  lord  Lifford,  to 
mifs  Alherton,  eldeil 
daughter  and  heirefs  of 
the  late  Robert  Vernon 
Atherton,  efq.  of  Ather¬ 
ton  Hall,  Lancaihire. 

23.  Lord  Grey,  fon  of  the  earl 
of  Stamford,  to  the  hon. 
mifs.  Charteris,  daughter 
of  lord  Elcho. 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Year 

1797- 

Jan.  18.  Countefs  dowager  of 
Elgin — governs fs  to  the  princefs 
Charlotte. 


28.  Right  hon.  William  Pitt, 
Richard  earl  of  Mornington,  John 
Thomas  Townfhend,  and  John 
Smith,  efqrs.  and  the  right  hon. 
Sylvefter  Douglas — commiffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  treafurer 
of  his  majeiiy’s  exchequer. 

— .  James  Talbot,  efq.— fecre- 
tary  of  legation  to  the  Swifs  Can* 
tons. 

30.  John  Macnamara  Hayes, 
M.  D. — a  baronet. 

Feb.  14.  Right  reverend  Henry 
Reginald  Courtenay,  bifhop  of  Bris¬ 
tol — tranilated  to  the  fee  of  Exeter. 

John  Forbes,  efq.— captain-gene- 
ral  and  governor  in  chief  ot  the 
Bahama  Iilands, 

15.  Right  honourable  Lloyd 
lord  Kenyon,  lord  chief  juftice  of 
the  court  of  king's  bench — lord 
lieutenant  of  the  county  ot  Flint. 

20.  Alexander  Graeme,  efq.  Geo. 
Keppei,  efq.  and  Samuel  Reeve,  efq. 
rear  admirals  of  the  white,  to  be 
rear  admirals  of  the  red.— Andrew 
Mitchell,  efq.  Charles  Chamber- 
layne,  efq.  Peter  Rainier,  efq.  fir 
Hugh  Cloberry  .  Chriftian,  K.  B. 
William  Trufcott,  efq.  and  lord 
Hugh  Seymour,  rear  admirals  of 
the  blue,  to  be  rear  admirals  of  the 
white.— Captains  William  Swiney, 
Charles  Edmund  Nugent,  William 
Fooks,  Charles  Powell  Hamilton, 
Edmund  Dodd,  Horatio  Nelfon, 
Thomas  Lenox  Frederick,  fir  Geo. 
Home,  bart.  and  fir  Charles  Cot¬ 
ton,  bart.  to  be  rear  admirals  of 
the  blue. 

Sir  Andrew  Snape  Douglas, 
knt.  —  colonel  in  his  majefty’s 
marine  forces. 

24.  Paul  Pechell,  efq.  of  Paggle- 
lham,  Effex — a  baronet. 

March  1.  Thomas  Langford 
Brooke,  of  Mere,  efq.  appointed 
fheriff  of  the  county  of  Chelter. 
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John  Raymond  Barker,  of  Fair- 
ford,  elq.  appointed  Iheriff  of  the 
county  of  Gloucefter. 

3.  Robert  Calder,  efq.  captain 
in  the  royal  navy,  knighted. 

7.  Sir  George  Keith  Elphinftone, 
K.  B.  vice  admiral  of  the  blue, 
created  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  by  the  name,  ftyle,  and 
title  of  baron  Keith,  of  Stonehaven 
Marifchal,  with  remainder  to  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body  ;  and,  in  de¬ 
fault  of  fuch  iffue  male,  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Mercer  Elphinftone,  only 
daughter  of  the  faid  fir  George 
Keith  Elphinftone,  and  to  the  heirs 
male  of  her  body. 

18.  Rev,  Folliot  Herbert  Walker 
Cornwall,  DAD.  dean  of  Canter¬ 
bury — billion  of  Briftol. 

21.  Capt.  Francis  Rafhleigh,  of 
major-general  Nichols’s  regiment — 
town  major  of  Gibraltar. 

— .  Hon.  lieutenant-colonel  Alex. 
Hope,  of  the  14th  foot — lieutenant- 
governor  of  Tynemouth  and  Clif¬ 
ford’s  Fort. 

25.  Major-general  Andrew  Gor¬ 
don— lieutenant-governor  of  the 
id  and  of  Jerfey. 

28.  Hon.  Andrew  Cochrane  John- 
ftone— - captain-general  and  governor 
in  chief  of  Dominica. 

29.  Sir  Jofeph  Bankefe,  K.  B. 
{worn  of  his  majefty’s  privy  council. 

31.  Richard  White,  efq.  of  Ban- 
try,  county  of  Cork — an  Irilh  peer, 
by  the  title  of  baron  Bantry  of 
Ban  try. 

April  14.  William  Bentinck,  efq. 
—captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  St.  Vincent,  Bequia,  and 
the  Grenadines  lying  north  of  Curia- 
you. 

— - .  George  Beckwith,  eiq. — go¬ 
vernor  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Bermudas. 

1 8.  Stephen  de  Lancey,efq.-—  cap- 
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tain-general  and  commander  in 
chief  of  Tobago. 

26.  Lord  Charles  Somerfet,  comp¬ 
troller  of  his  majefty  s  houfhold  ; 
George  Beckwith  and  Stephen  de 
Lancey,  efqrs.  and  the  hon.  Andrew 
Cochrane  Johnftone — fworn  of  his 
majefty’s  privy  council. 

29.  Major  Henry  Davis,  of  the 
late  93d  foot — major  of  brigade  to 
the  forces  in  South  Britain. 

- — .  Major  Lindelthal— -deputy - 
quarter-mafter-general  to  the  forces 
in  Portugal,  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel  in  the  army.  Geo. 
Warden,  efq  — affiftant-commifiary- 
general  to  the  faid  forces. 

May  10.  Henry  Ruffell,  efq. 
knighted,  on  being  appointed  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court 
of  judicature  at  Fort  Wiiliam  in 
Bengal. 

27.  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.  ad  mi¬ 
ni  iral  of  the  blue — baron  Jervis,  of 
Medford,  county  of  Stafford,  and 
earl  of  St.  Vincent. 

— .  Charles  Thompfon,  efq.  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  and  William 
Parker,  efq.  rear-admiral  of  the 
red — baronets. 

31.  Charles  Buggin,  efq.  of  Thet- 
ford,  county  of  Norfolk,  knighted. 

June  2.  Right  hon.  Richard  earl 
Howe — the  order  of  the  garter. 

3.  Capt.  William  Maxwell,  of 
the  late  93d  foot,  and  capt.  William 
Gray,  of  the  2d  foot — majors  of 
brigade  to  the  forces  in  South  Bri¬ 
tain. 

— Lieut.-col.  fir  James  Foul  is, 
bart.  of  the  Mid-Lothian  fencible 
cavalry — fort-major  and  lieutenant 
of  Edinburgh  caffle. 

8.  John  Thomas  Duckworth, 
efq. — -colonel  of  his  majefty’s  marine 
forces. 

— ,  Charles  lord  vifcount  Dil¬ 
lon,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland — 

conftable 
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conftable  of  tlie  eaftle,  town,  and 
barony  of  Athlone,  the  half-barony 
of  Moycarnan,  county  of  Rofcom- 
mon,  and  the  territory  of  Brawney, 
county  of  Weftmeath. 

14.  Charles  lord  Romney — lord- 
lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Kent. 

— .  His  grace  the  duke  of  Athol, 
fworn  cf  his  maje fly’s  privy-coun¬ 
cil. 

29.  Edmund  Henry,  baron  Glent- 
wortb — fworn  of  his  majefty’s  privy 
council  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

July  7.  Sir  John  Cox  Hippifley, 
of  Warfield-grove,  Berks,  bart.  re¬ 
corder  of  Sudbury,  county  of  Suf¬ 
folk,  permitted  to  accept,  ufe,  and 
bear,  the  ducal  arms  of  Wirtem- 
berg. 

8.  Edmund  Henry  baron  Glent- 
worth — clerk  of  the  banaper  and 
clerk  of  the  crown  in  his  majefty’s 
high  court  of  chancery  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

11.  Walter  earl  of  Ormond  and 
— fworn  of  his  majefty’s  Irifh 

privy  council. 

17.  Charles  earl  of  Ely,  and 
Charles  marquis  of  Drogheda — poft- 
mafters-general  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

25.  lion.  Robert  Stewart,  com¬ 
monly  called  lord  vifcount  Caftle- 
reagh- — keeper  of  his  majefty’s  fig- 
net,  or  privy-feal,  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

29.  Frederick  Chriftian  Lentz, 
efq. — his  majefty’s  conful  at  Mag- 
debourgh  and  Stettin. 

Aug.  2.  Henry  Lawes,  earl  of 
Carhampton — mafter-general  of  his 
majefty’s  ordnance  in  Ireland. 

12.  Gen.  fir  Charles  Grey,  K.B. 
—-governor  of  the  ifland  of  Guern¬ 
sey- 

26.  James  Ker,  efq.  barrifter  at 
law— judge  of  the  court  of  vice- 
admiralty  for  Lower  Canada. 


— .  George  Ifted,  efq.  of  the 
middle  Temple  — agent,  on  the  behalf 
of  the  public,  for  the  affairs  of  the 
ifland  of  cape  Breton,  in  North 
America. 

Sept.  5.  Major  James  Hadden,  of 
the  royal  artillery — adjutant-gene¬ 
ral  to  the  army  ferving  in  Portugal, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- colonel 
in  the  army. 

— .  Brevet- major  William  Doyle, 
of  24th  foot — deputy-adjutant-ge¬ 
neral  to  the  forces  in  Canada,  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
army. 

14.  George  Leonard,  efq. — fu- 
perintendant  to  the  trade  and  fifh- 
eries  on  the  coafts  of  the  provinces 
and  iflands  in  North  America,  from 
Gafpee,  in  the  gulph  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  unto  and  including 
the  bay  of  Paftimaquoddy. 

19.  Lieutenant  general  Gerard 
Lake  —  governor  of  Dumbarton- 
caftle. 

— .  Major-general  Patrick  Bel- 
lew,  of  the  ill  foot  guards— lieute¬ 
nant-governor  of  Quebec. 

27.  John  Trevor,  efq.  fworn  of 
his  majefty’s  meft  honourable  privy 
council. 

— .  Rear  Admiral  fir  Horatio 
Nelfon— K.  B. 

30.  Captain  Colin  Macdonald, 
of  the  2d  battalion  of  royals— 
major  of  brigade  to  the  forces 
ferving  in  Portugal. 

— .  Captain-lieutenant  Spicer, 
of  the  royal  artillery — lieutenant- 
governor  of  Fort  Royal,  in  the  ifland 
of  St.  Domingo. 

OH.  4.  General  fir  Charles  Grey, 
K.B.  —  fworn  of  his  majefty’s  mo  ft 
honourable  privy  council,  and  alfo 
as  governor  of  the  ifland  of  Guernfey. 

— .  John  Anftruther,  efq. — - 
knighted. 

7-  W.  liuiry  Souper,  efq. — de¬ 
puty 
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puty  commiffary  of  mufters  in  the 
Weft  Indies. 

— .  Lieutenant-colonel  John  Son- 
tag — military  fuperintendant  of  hos¬ 
pitals  in  South  Britain. 

g.  Rev.  John  Buckner,  LL.D. — 
biffiop  of  Chichefter. 

10.  James  earl  of  Lonfdale — a 
baron,  and  vifcount  Lowther. 

— .  Richard  earl  of  Mornington, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland— ^an 
Englifh  peer,  baron  Wellefley  of 
Wellefley,  county  of  Somerfet ;  and 
Robert  baron  Carrington,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland — baron  Car¬ 
rington,  of  Upton,  county  of  Not¬ 
tingham. 

— .  Right  hon.  Charles  Town- 
fhend —  baron  Bayning,  of  Foxley, 
Berks  ;  right  hon.  James  Gren¬ 
ville — baron  Glaftonbury,  of  But- 
leigh,  county  of  Somerfet,  with  re¬ 
mainder  to  lieutenant-general  Rd. 
Grenville,  and  his  heirs  male; 
right  hon.  Thomas  Grde  Powlet — 
baron  Bolton,  of  Boiton-cafile,  coun¬ 
ty  of  York;  right  hon.  fir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  of  Min  to,  bart. — baron  of 
Minto,  county  of  Roxburg ;  fir  John 
Wodehoufe,  bart.  —  baron  Wode- 
houfe,  of  Kimberly,  county  of  Nor¬ 
folk  ;  fir  John  Rufhout,  bart.— 
baron  North  wick,  of  North  wick- 
park,  comity  of  Worcefter ;  Thomas 
Powis,  efq. — baron  of  Lilford,  coun¬ 
ty  of  Northampton  ;  Thomas  Lifter, 
efq.-— baron  Ribbelfdale,  of  Gif- 
hurne-park,  in  the  well  riding  of 
Yorkfnire  ;  James  Drummond, 
efq. — lord  Perth,  baron  Drummond, 
of  Stab-hall,  county  of  Perth ;  and 
Francis  Humberflone  Mackenzie, 
efq. — lord  Seaforth,  baron  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  of  Kintail,  county  of  Rofs. 

34.  Captain  James  Maitland,  of 
major-general  Whyte's  regiment — 
major  of  brigade  to  the  forces  at 
St.  Domingo.  > 


Richard  earl  of  Shannon,  K.  P.  % 
right  hon.  fir  John  Parnel,  bart. 
chancellor  of  his  majefty’s  exche¬ 
quer  in  Ireland;  the  right  hon. 
Thomas  Pelham,  chief  fecretary  to 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or 
the  chief  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  for  the  time  being  ;  the  right 
hon.  John  Monck  Mafon,  the  right 
hon.  Lodge  Morres,  and  the  right 
hon.  Robert  Stewart,  commonly 
called  lord  vifcount  Caftlereagh — - 
commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  treafurer  of  his  Majefty’s 
exchequer  in  Ireland. 

17.  Adam  Duncan,  efq.  admiral 
of  the  blue— baron  Duncan  of  Lun- 
die,  in  the  (hire  of  Perth,  and  vifcount 
Duncan  of  Camperdown. 

— .  Richard  Onflow,  efq.  vice 
admiral  of  the  red — a  baronet. 

Nov.  4.  Francis  baron  de  Dun- 
ftanville — baron  BafTet,  of  Stratton, 
county  of  Cornwall ;  with  remainder 
to  Frances  Baflet,  his  daughter,  by 
Frances  Sufannah  baroness  de*Dun- 
flanville,  his  wife. 

14.  Armor  Lowry,  vifcount  Bel- 
more,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland — - 
earl  Belmore,  of  the  county  of  Fer¬ 
managh  ;  Henry  vifcount  Conyng- 
ham  —  vifcount  Mount  Charles, 
county  of  Donegal,  and  earl  Conyng- 
ham,  of  Mount  Charles  aforefaid  ; 
Francis  vifcount  Landaff  —earl  Lan- 
daff,  of  Thomafiown,  county  of  Tip¬ 
perary;  Richard  Flely,  lord  Do-, 
noughmore  —  vifcount  Donough* 
more,  of  Knocklofty,  county  of  Tip- 
perary,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs 
male  of  Chriflian  Hely,  baronefs 
Donoughmore,  deceafed ;  Hugh 
baron  Carleton,  chief  juftice  of  his 
majefty’s  court  ,  of  common  pleas— 
vifcount  Carleton,  of  Clare,  county 
of  Tipperary  ;  Margaret  baronefs 
Oriel,  wife  of  the  right  hon.  John 
Fofter  —  vifeountefs  Ferrard,  of 

Oriel., 
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Oriel,  and  the  dignity  of  vifcount 
Ferrard,  of  Oriel  aforefaid,  to  the 
heirs  male  of  her  body  by  the  faid 
John  Foffer;  James  lord  Caledon 
— vifcount  Caledon,  of  Caledon, 
county  of  Tyrone;  Thomas  vifcount 
Cremorne  —  baron  Cremorne,  of 
Dawfon-grove,  county  of  Monag¬ 
han,  with  remainder  to  Richard 
Dawfon,  efq.  nephew  of  the  faid 
Thomas  vifcount  Cremorne;  Ri¬ 
chard  lord  Sunderlin — baron  Sun¬ 
dering  of  Raronfton,  county  of  Weft- 
meath,  with  remainder  to  bis  bro¬ 
ther,  Edmond  Malone,  of  Shingles, 
county  ofWeftmeath  aforefaid,  efq, ; 
right  hon.  James  Cuff— baron  Ty- 
rawley,  of  Balinrobe,  county  of 
Mayo ;  Chas.  Stanley  Monck,  efq, 
—baron  Monck,  of  Ballytrammon, 
county  of  Wexford;  Mrs.  Grace 
Toler,  wife  of  John  Toler,  efq.  his 
majefty’s  folicitor-general  of  that 
kingdom — baronefs  Norwood,  coum 
ty  of  Tipperary,  and  the  dignity  of 
baron  Norwood,  of  Knockakon, 
county  of  Tipperary  aforefaid,  to  the 
heirs  male  of  her  body  by  the  laid 
John  Toler ;  William  Power  Keat¬ 
ing  Trench,  efq.— lord  Kilconnel, 
barOn  Kilconnel,of  Garbelly, county 
of  Galway  ;  Charles  William  Bury, 
efq. — baron  Tullamore,  of  Char- 
leville-foreft,  in  the  King's  county  ; 
fir  George  Allanfon  Winn,  hart. — 
lord  Headley,  baron  Allanfon  and 
Winn,  of  Aghadoe,  county  of  Ker¬ 
ry  ;  fir  John  Shore,  bart. — gover¬ 
nor-general  of  India,  baron  Teign- 
xnouth,  of  Teignmouth  ;  and  Leo¬ 
nard  Troughear  Holmes,  cierk— 
baron  Holmes,  of  Kilmallock,  coun¬ 
ty  of  Limerick. 

20.  Wm.  Dowdefwell,  efq. — . 
captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  the  Bahama  iflands  in  Ame¬ 
rica: 

25.  Thomas  Rurke?  of  Marble- 
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hill,  county  of  Galway,  efq.  ;  John 
Jervis  White  Jervis,  of  Ballv ell  is, 
county  of  Wexford,  efq. ;  Thomas 
Mullins,  of  Burnham,  county  of 
Kerry,  efq.;  John  Edmond  Browne^ 
of  Palinerfton,  county  of  Mayo, 
efq.  ;  and  Anthony  Brabazon,  of 
New  Park,  county  of  Mayo,  efq.-— 
baronets  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

28.  Lieutenant- colonel  Richard 
Mark  Dickens,  of  35th  foot — ad¬ 
jutant-general  to  the  forces  ferving 
in  the  Weil  Indies  ;  captain  Henry 
Cuyler,  of  30th  foot— deputy  ad¬ 
jutant-general  to  the  faid  forces, 
with  the  rank  of  major  in  the 
army;  brigadier-general  Duncan 
Cameron  —  quarter- mailer-general 
to  the  faid  forces;  major  Benfon 
Bonham,  69th  foot— deputy  quar- 
ter-m after-general  to  the  laid  forces, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel. 

George  Smith,  gent.— deputy 
comraiffary  of  limiters  in  South  Bri¬ 
tain. 

Dec.  9,  Dame  Arm  Crofton-- 
baronefs  Crofton,  of  Mote,  county 
of  Rofcommon. 

12.  Lieutenant-general  fir  Ralph 
Abercrombie,  K.  B. — commander 
in  chief  of  his  raajefty  s  forces  in 
Ireland. 

Robert  can  of  Roden — one  of  his 
majefty’s  moil  honourable  privv 
councillors  in  Ireland. 

19.  General  Staates  Long  Mor¬ 
ris — governor  of  Quebec. 

30.  John  Haightley,  of  Fawf- 
ley,  North  amp  tonffii  re  -a  baronet. 


DEATHS  in  the  Year  1797. 

Jan,  11.  Jemima  marchionefs 
Grey,  baronefs  Lucas.  Her  lady- 
fhip  was  the  grand-daughter  of 
Henry,  laft  duke  of  Kent ;  daughter 

of' 
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of  John,  third  earl  of  Breadalbane, 
by  the  faid  duke’s  el  deft  daughter 
Amabel  Jemima  ;  and  widow  of 
Philip,  fecund  earl  of  Hardwicke, 
to  whom  ihe  was  married,  1740, 
and  by  whom  Ihe  has  left  two 
daughters,  Amabel,  widow  of  lord 
Polwarth ;  and  Jemima,  widow  of 
lord  Grantham  ;  to  the  ulrielt  of 
whom  defcend  the  eftates  belonging 
to  the  duke  of  Kent,  and  the  title  of 
baronefs  Lucas*  She  was  born  Oc¬ 
tober  19th,  1722. 

— .  Sir  Samuel  Egerton  Leigh, 
hart. 

14*  John  Stuart  Wortley,efq.M.P. 

17*  Aged  38,  Henry  Pelham, 
efq.  brother  to  the  right  hon. 
THomas  Pelham,  fecretary  to  the. 
prefent  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  , 

18.  In  her  31ft  year,  Elizabeth 
Anne  lady  Rancliffe. 

— .  Anne,  countefs  dowager  of 
Guildford. 

In  her  3 2 d  year,  Lucy  lady  Shef¬ 
field,  third  daughter  of  Thomas  lord 
Pelham,  and  fecond  wife  of  lord 
Sheffield,  to  whom  (he  was  married 
December  26th,  1/94.  His  drib 
lady  died  April  3d,  1793. 

— Aged  45,  the  hon.  and  rev* 
William  Bromley  Cadogan. 

— .  At  Burleigh -houfe,  in  her 
24th  year,  the  countefs  of  Exeter. 
The  earl  of  Exeter,  being  early  in 
life  divorced  from  his  firfc  wife,  he 
married  mils  Higgins  ;  of  the  origin 
of  which  match  the  following  ac¬ 
count,  faid  to  be  authentic,  is  given 
by  one  of  the  periodical  publications. 
The  amiable  woman  whole  virtues 
lately  gave  a  luilre  to  the  title  of 
countefs  of  Exeter,  and  who  died 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  her,  has 
fome thing fo  uncommonly  inter effing 
in  the  hiftory  of  her  life,  that  a  de¬ 
tailed  (ketch  of  it  cannot  but  be 
acceptable  to  every  reader  of  fen- 


GISTER,  1797. 

Ability.  When  the  prefent  earl 
was  a  minor,  he  married,  at  an  early 
age,  a  lady,  from  whom  he  was 
afterwards  divorced.  After  the  re¬ 
paration  had  taken  place,  the  earl, 
his  unde,  advifed  him  to  retire 
into  the  country  for  fome  time,  and 
pals  as  a  private  gentleman.  Mr. 
Cecil  accordingly  bent  his  courfe 
into  a  remote  part  of  Sbropfhire; 
and  fixing  his  refidence  at  an  inn, 
in  a  little  rural  village,  he  amuled 
himfelf  there  for  fome  months, 
paffing  by  the  name  of  Jones.  As 
he  had  plenty  of  money,  and  was 
extremely  liberal  to  all  about  him, 
fome  perfons  in  the  neighbourhood 
conceived  a  notion  that  he  had  not 
come  honellly  by  his  riches,  grew 
fufpicious  of  him,  and  dimmed  his 
company.  They  took  him  for  an 
Indian  nabob;  and,  as  he  paffied 
along,  lie  often  heard  the  ruftics 
exclaim,  “  There  goes  the  London 
gentleman/'  Taking  a  diflike  to  his 
fituation  at  the  inn,  he  fought  out  a 
farm  houfe,  where  he  might  board 
and  lodge;  feveral  families  had  re- 
fufed  to  take  him  in,  becaufe  he 
was  “  too  line  a  gentleman,  and 
they  could  not  underhand  how  he 
came  by  his  money/’  At  length, 
he  found  a  fituation  which  anfwered 
his  purpofe,  and  in  confideration 
of  his  liberal  offers,  and  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  pofleffing  money,  a 
farmer  fitted  him  up  a  room.  Here 
he  continued  to  refide  for  about  two 
years,  going  up  to  London  twice  in 
the  year,  ana  returning  with  fueh 
monev  as  he  had  occasion  for  ;  when 
he  depart*. d,  the  country  people 
thought  he  was  gone  to  gather  in 
his  1  eats,  and  became  more  affu red 
of  this,  from  his  always  returning 
with  plenty  of  caffi.  Time  hanging 
heavy  on  his  hands,  be  purchafed 
fome  land,  on  which  he  intended  to 
4.  build 
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build  a  houfe ;  but  neither  ftone- 
mafon  nor  carpenter  would  under¬ 
take  the  job,  for  the  regions  alread  y 
mentioned,  lie  did  not  condeleend 
to  contradict  the  reports  of  the  vil¬ 
lagers  ;  but  offering  to  pay  fo  much 
money  beforehand,  the  tradefmen, 
after  foine-  grave  conlultation  toge 
ther,  agreed  to  finilh  his  woik  ;  this 
was  done  accoidingly,  and  every 
perfon  was  paid  to  me  lull  extent  ot 
his  demands.  The  farmer,  at  whole 
cottage  his  lordihip  refided,  had  a 
daughter,  about  feventeen  years  of 
age,  whole  ruftic  beauties  threw  at 
an  infinite  di fiance,  all  that  his  lord- 
fli ip  had  ever  beheld  in  the  circle  of 
falhion  :  the  foftefc  roles  that  ever 
modefty  poured  upon  youth  and 
lovelinefs,  glowed  upon  her  lips — 
her  cheeks  were  tinged  with  the 
divine  bloom  of  Hebe  ;  and  the 
purity  of  the  huntrefs  nymph  was 
in  her  breaft : 

(i  Her  li j)S  were  red— “the  one  was  thin 

Cempar’d  to  that  was  next  her  chin — 
Some  bee  had  dung  it  newly— ” 

and,  whenever  any  part  of  her 
neck  or  hofom  was  accidentally 
difplayed,  the  “  Nit  or  fplendcns 
marmore  purior  ’  dazzled  the  ob- 
ferveris  eve.  Although  this  charm¬ 
ing  maid  was  placed  in  the  humble 
lot  of  life,  his  lordihip  perceived, 
that  her  beauty  would  adorn,  and 
her  virtue  fired  a  hi  ft  re  on,  the  moll 
elevated  filtration.  One  day,  when 
the  farmer  returned  home  from  his 
plough,  Mr.  Cecil  frankly  told  them, 
that'  he  liked  their  daughter,  and 
would  marry  her,  if  they  would  give 
their  confent — <c  Marry  our  daugh¬ 
ter  V*  exclaimed  Mrs.  Farmer, 

what,  to  a  fine  gentleman  ? — No, 
indeed l”  u  Yes,  marry  her/’  fays 
the  hulband,  “  he  (hall  marry  her, 
and  Ihe  likes  him— has  he  not  houfe 
and  land  too,  ^nd  plenty  of  money 


to  keep  her  ?  ”  In  fine,  the  matter 
was  made  up,  and  Mr.  Cecil  mar- 
idea  this  charming  ruftic,  Mailers 
of  every  kind  were  now  procured, 
and,  in  twelve  months  time,  Mrs, 
Cecil  became  an  accomoliihed  wo¬ 
man,  to  the  envy  of  the  country 
girls  around,  and  to  the  aftonilhment 
of  the  villagers,  who  now  began  to 
be  reconciled  to  the  fuppofed  too 
fine  a  gentleman.  It  was  not  long 
before  the  news  arri  ved  of  bis  uncle’s 
death,  when  he  found  it  necelTary  to 
repair  to  town.  He  accordingly  fet 
out,  taking  hie  wife  with  him,  and 
on  his  journey,  called  at  the  feats 
of  fe\ eral  noblemen,  where,  to  the 
utter  aftonilhment  of  his  wife,  he 
was  welcomed  in  the  mofl  friendly 
manner.  At  lafl  they  arrived  at 
Burleigh,  in  'Northamptonlhire,  the 
beautiful  patrimonial  feat  of  his 
lordihip,  Here  they  were  welcomed 
with  acclamations  of  joy.  As  foon 
as  he  had  fettled  his  affairs  he  re¬ 
turned  into  Shroplhire,  difeovered 
his  rank  to  his  wife’s  father  and 
mother,  put  them  into  the  houfe 
he  had  built  there,  and  fettled  on 
them  an  income  of  700 1.  per  annum, 
lie  afterwards  took  the  countefs 
with  him  to  London,  introduced  her 
to  the  falhionable  world,  where  fne 
was  refpefted,  admired,  adored,  un¬ 
til  it  pleated  the  great  Difpenfer  of 
providential  events,  to  call  the  fpirit 
of  life  to  a  more  lading  region  of 
happinefs.  Her  ladyfhip  has  leu 
two  ions  and  one  daughter. 

22.  Henry  llherwood,  efq.  M.F. 

23.  The  countefs  of  Wigtown. 

25.  The  infant  twins  of  the  earl 
and  countefs  of  Aylesford. 

26,  Right  bon.  Hew  Macky,  fixth 
lord  Reay. 

— .  lion,  and'  rev.  John  Ellis 
Agar,  brother  to  the  right  hon. 
lord  vifeount  Clifden. 

— ;  Lady 
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— .  Lady  Smythe,  relict  of  fir 
Edward  Smythe,  of  Aden  Burnell, 
Salop,  and  aunt  to  lord  Clifford. 

Feb.  1.  Col.  Frederic,  fon  of 
Theodore  king  of  Corfica.  [See 
Chronicle.] 

3.  Shot  himfelf,  Richard  Mail¬ 
man  French  Chifwell,  efq.  M.  P. 

7.  Hon.  Mrs.  C.  Lindiav,  wife 
of  the  lion,  and  rev,  C.  Lindfay. 

to.  Right  hon.  lady  Mary  Mil¬ 
lington,  wife, of  lord  vifeount  Mil- 
fington. 

14.  Lady  Morgan,  wife  of  fir 
Charles  Morgan. 

15.  In  his  8  iff  year,  fir  Robert 
Rurdett,  hart,  of  Foremark,  in  the 
county  of  Derby  ;  for  which  county 
he  ferved  the  office  of  fiieriff  fo  long 
ago  as  the  year  1738. 

17.  Lady  Anne  Conolly,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  third  earl  of  Strafford. 

22.  Sir  John  Filmer,  hart. 

28.  Edwin,  lord  Sandys. 

— .  Mifs  Addifon,  only  furviving 
daughter  of  the  celebrated  Jofeph 
Addifon,  efq.  [See  Chronicle.] 

March  2.  At  his  honfe  in  Berk¬ 
ley-  i  qua  re,  in  the  80th  year  of  bis 
age,  the  earl  of  Orford. — This 
nobleman,  better  known  in  the 
literary  world,  by  the  name  of 
Horace  Walpole,  was  the  youngeft 
ion  of  fir  Robert  Walpole,  earl  of 
Orford,  who  was,  for  many  years, 
the  firff  minifter  of  ftate  of  this 
country. — Horace  was  born  about 
the  year  1717.  He  was  firfi  at 
Eton  School,  and  afterwards  at 
Cambridge. — He  was  intimate  with 
Gray,  the  celebrated  lyric  poet  ; 
and  they  fet  out  together  on  a  tour 
of  Europe,  in  the  year  1739,  1740, 
and  1741.  A  reparation,  however, 
took  place,  in  confequence  of  a 
difpute  which  arofe  between  them, 
in  the  courfe  of  their  travels.  Mr. 
W.  fupported  a  iplendid  figure  dur- 
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ing  the  remainder  of  his  travels $ 
hut  Gray7'  was  otliged  to  obferve  a 
rigid  economy.  A  reconciliation 
took  place  after  their  return  to 
England,  but  the  wound  in  their 
friend  (hip  left  a  fear  that  was 
ne\:er  totally  effaced.  He  was  M.  P. 
for  Callington,  in  the  parliament 
which  met  in  June,  1741  ;  and  for 
Caftle- Riling,  in  1747 ;  and  for 
King's  Lynn,  in  3754  and  1761; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  retired  from  public  bufi- 
nefs,  and  attached  himfelf  wholly 
to  literary  purfuits.  On  the  death 
of  his  nephew,  the  late  lord  Orford, 
he  fucceeded  to  the  family  title  and 
effates. — In  his  great  work,  entitled., 
“  A  Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble 
Authors,"  much  induftry  and  ju¬ 
dicious  criticifra  are  difplayed,  in  a 
fprightly  and  falhionable  ftyle.  His 
hiftoric  doubts,  refpebting  the  cha¬ 
racter,  condudt,  and  perfon,  of 
Richard  III.  is  replete  with  argu» 
ment,  ingenuity,  and  found  know¬ 
ledge.  The  only  dramatic  work  he 
ever  produced,  was  “  The  Mys¬ 
terious  Mother,"  a  tragedy,  printed 
at  his  own  prefs,  at  Strawberry-hill, 
and  not  being  intended  for  perform¬ 
ance  or  publication,  only  50  copies 
of  it  were  circulated  among  his 
friends.  The  ftory  is  well  worthy 
of  perufal  in  the  clofet,  although  too 
horrid  for  theatric  reprefentalion  ; 
depiCcing  the  horrors  of  guilt  with 
much  poetic  vigour,  and  a  eonfider- 
able  knowledge  of  the  human  heart. 
“  The  Caftle  of  Otranto,"  a  ro¬ 
mance,  by'  this  author,  as  an  unique 
of  the  kind,  was  favourably  received 
by  the  public,  and  produced  an 
agreeable  exercife  of  the  feverer 
paffions  ;  it  has  been,  however,  the 
prolific  parent  of  a  number  of 
ff range  compofitions,  which  daily 
load  the  prefs,  and  which  are  cal- 
1  ciliated 
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ciliated  to  excite  apprehenfton  and 
furprife,  without  (bedding  any  new 
light  on  life  or  nature.  His  lord- 
Hup  alfo  publiftied  “  Anecdotes  of 
Painters  ;”  among  which,'  are  many 
interefting  particulars  relative  to  the 
genius,  the  works,  and  the  life  of 
the  inimitable  Hogarth.  He  was 
one  of  the  combination  of  wits,  who 
fupported  Moore,  in  his  periodical 
paper,  entitled,  rIhe  World;  con¬ 
tributing  many  of  the  bed  articles 
to  that  entertaining  mifcellany. — 
There  are  a  great  number  of  pieces 

ofoccaiional  poetry  fcattered  through 

various  publications,  which  might 
he  compiled  into  a  volume,  highly 
creditable  to  the  tafte  and  talents 
of  his  lordfhip.  All  his  lordihip  s 
works  are  marked  by  a  playfulnefs 
of  imagination,  and  a  delicacy  of 
wit;  having  rendered  feveral  dry 
lu bj  efts  in  the  higheft  degree  in¬ 
terefting  and  amufing.  Lord  Orford 
was  agreeable  and  communicative 
in  bis  manners,  (hone  greatly  in 
company,  and  was  thought  to  pof- 
fefs  a  greater  ftock  of  literary  and 
political  anecdotes,  than  any  other 
man  in  this  country. — During  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  his  life,  he  was 
the  viftim  of  the  gout,  which  at 
length  wore  him  down  to  the  ftate 
of  a  cripple,  and  almoft  to  a  fkele- 
ton  ;  his  mental  faculties,  however, 
were  never  impaired  by  it,  and,  to 
the  iaft,  feemed  to  bid  defiance  to 
the  fhock  of  nature.  Lord  Orford 
never  married :  his  favourite  mis- 
trefs,  through  life,  being  the  Mufe. 
A  few  years  ago,  he  offered  to 
marry  either  of  the  twro  Mifs  Berrys, 
merely  with  the  view  to  place 
either  of  them  in  a  fituation  which 
might  give  fplendour  to  their  ac- 
complifhments  and  virtues.  Both 
thofe  ladies,  however,  declined  the 
offer,  without  hefttalion. — The  por- 
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traits  taken  of  this  nobleman,  in 
early  life,  totally  vary  from  his  real 
likenefs  afterwards,  Tn  coniequence 
of  the  continued  infirmities,  which 
changed  his  perfon.  The  only 
faithful  representation  of  him,  which 
difeafe  had  left,  was  drawn  by  Mr. 
George  Dance. — Ilis  lordihip  died 
worth  95,000 1.  in  the  three  per 
cents.;  50,000b  of  which  he  has 
deviled  in  legacies.  He  has  be¬ 
queathed  10,000 1.  to  the  duchefs 
of  Gloueefter;  5000b  to  lady  Wal- 
degrave ;  4000 1.  to  each  of  the 
Mils  Berrys;  and  500  b  to  each  of 
his  nephews  ;  befides  fmaller  lega¬ 
cies.  To  Mrs.  Darner,  he  has  left 
Strawberry-hill,  and  2000].  a  year, 
during  her  life  ;  and  to  Mr.  Berry, 
his  prefs  and  manuscripts ;  from 
which,  his  lordfhip’s  polthumous 
works,  including  his  letters,  during 
forty  years,  and  additions  to  his 
other  works,  will  probably  foon  be 
publiftied.  By  a  codicil  to  his  will, 
lie  has  direfted,  that  the  boxes, 
containing  his  prints,  be  conveyed 
to  Strawberry-hill,  as  heir-looms 
appurtenant  to  that  eftate,  which  is 
entailed  to  the  Waldegrave  family, 
after  the  deceafe  of  Mrs.  Darner. 

5.  Elizabeth,  conntefs  dowager 
of  Harborough,  relift  of  the  third 
earl  of  Harborough. 

13.  Lieutenant-general  Cowper. 

14.  Elizabeth,  conntefs  of  Derby, 
only  daughter  of  James,  the  eighth 
duke  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon,  by 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  afterwards  du- 
chefs  of  Argyle  ;  lifter  to  Douglas, 
the  tenth  and  prefect  duke  of  Ha¬ 
milton,  &c.  and  wife  of  Edward, 
twelfth  earl  of  Derby.  Her  lady- 
ftiip  completed  her  44th  year  on  the 
26th  of  January  laft. 

21.  Charles  Fitzroy,  earl  South¬ 
ampton,  fecond  brother  to  the  duke 
of  Grafton. 

30,  Lady 
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30,  Lady  Pitches,  relict  of  fir 
Abraham  Pitches,  and  mother  to 
lady  D  eerli urft. 

— .  Sir  Berney  Brograve,  baro¬ 
net. 

— .  John  Pratt,  efq.  uncle  to  earl 
Camden. 

April  6.  Sir  Harry  Mainwaring, 
hart. 

8.  Robert  Barclay,  efq.  of  Ury, 
M.  P. 

9.  Lady  Johnftone. 

15.  Lady  Elena  Bermet,  youngeft 
daughter  to  the  earl  of  Tanker- 
ville. 

16.  Sir  John  Dry  den,  bart.  of 
Canon’s  Afhby,  in  the  county  of 
Northampton.  Sir  J.  D.  was  the 

fecond  fon  of  -  Turner,  efq. 

formerly  knight  of  the  lhire  for  the 
county  of  Oxford,  and  a  very  opu¬ 
lent  and  refpe£iable  gentleman. 
The  conteft  of  the  father,  as  a  can¬ 
didate  for  a  feat  in  parliament, 
forms  a  very  memorable  epoch  in 
the  hiftory  of  Oxfordfhire  :  but  in 
nothing  is  it  more  remarkable,  than 
in  the  circumftance  of  having 
brought  the  prefent  earl  of  Liver¬ 
pool  into  notice.  When  this  oc¬ 
curred,  Mr.  Jenkinfon  was  a  very 
young,  and  a  very  obfcure  man  ; 
it  was  his  good  fortune,  however, 
to  have  a  knack  of  ballad-making, 
and  he  actually  compofed  one  on 
the  occafion  here  alluded  to,  that 
led  to  all  his  future  greatnefs  ;  for 
the  member  for  the  county  of 
Oxford  introduced  him  to  lord 
Bute,  and  the  whole  nation  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  reft  of  his  his¬ 
tory. 

20.  C.  W.  Jor.es,  lord  vifcount 
Ranelagb. 

24.  Hon.  Charles  Paget,  young- 
eft  fon  of  the  earl  of  Uxbridge. 

25.  Hon.  W.  Seymour,  fon  of 
lord  W.  Seymour. 


29.  Henry  Leigh,  vifcount  Tracy, 

— .  George  Barnwell,  fifth  vis¬ 
count  Kingfiand,  of  Turvey  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

— .  Henry  Lewis  Charles  Albert, 
reigning  prince  of  Naffau  Saar- 
bruck. 

30.  Eliz.  countefs  of  Marchmont. 
Shewas  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Cromp¬ 
ton,  an  eminent  filk-mercer  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  fecond  wife  of  Hume 
Campbell,  earl  of  Marchmont,  by 
whom  (1747)  ihe  had  one  fon,  lord 
Polwarth,  who  married  Amabel, 
eldeft  of  the  two  daughters  of  the 
late  marchionefs  Grey,  and  was 
created  baron  Hume  in  England, 
but  died  without  iffue,  1781.  She 
furvived  her  hufband,  who  made  fo 
diftmguifhed  a  figure  in  the  oppofi- 
tion  to  fir  Robert  Walpole,  little 
more  than  three  years,  he  dying 
Jan.  10,  1794. 

May  1.  The  hon.  Grace  Trevor, 

8.  Archibald  Erlkine,  leventh 
earl  of  Kelly.  His  lord firip  was 
major  of  the  11th  regiment  of  foot, 
and  one  of  the  16  peers  of  Scot¬ 
land,  in  the  late  parliament. 

16.  John  Wallop,  earl  of  Portf- 
mouth,  vifcount  Lymington,  baron 
Wallop,  of  Over  Wallop  in  that 
county.  His  lordthip  fucceeded  his 
grandfather,  as  earl  of  Portfmouth, 
Nov.  23,  1762;  married  Urania 
Fellowes,  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Coulfon  Fellowes,  efq.  by  whom 
he  had  ilTue  four  fons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  are  now  living 
John  Charles  vifcount  Lymington, 
now  earl  of  Portfmouth  ;  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Newton  Fellowes,  of  Ft 

*  OO 

ford,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  v  ho 
changed  his  name  in  confequencc  of 
a  large  property  left  him  by  his  r, 
ternal  uncle,  the  honourable  Couh 
Wallop,  M.  P.  for  Andover;  ar 
three  daughters. 

19.  In 
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10.  In  his  40th  year,  the  honour¬ 
able"  Simon  Butler,  third  fon  of  Ed¬ 
mund,  the  10th  lord  viicount  Mount- 
garret  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
brother  of  the  late,  and  uncle  of  the 
prefent  earl  of  Kilkenny.  In  1794 
he  married  Eliza,  fecond  daughter 
of  Edward  Lynch,  of  Hampitead, 
near  Dublin,  efq.  by  whom  he  has 
left  one  only  child,  named  Edward 
Lynch  Butler,  an  infant,  about  nine 
months  old.  His  remains  were  de- 
pofited  in  the  vault  belonging  to 
St.  James’s  church. 

20.  Hon.  James  Hay,  third  fon 
of  the  late  earl  of  Errol. 

21.  Thomas  Coventry,  efq.  uncle 
to  the  earl  of  Coventry. 

22.  George  Robert  Clarke,  huf- 
band  of  the  dowager  lady  War¬ 
wick. 

— -  William  Brabazon,  ninth  earl 
of  Meath,  killed  in  a  duel  with  Mr. 
Gore. 

23.  Lady  Mary  Cecil,  yonngeft 
daughter  of  the  marquis  ot  Salii- 
bury. 

25.  John  Griffin  Griffin,  lord 
Howard  de  Walden,  and  lord  Bray- 
brooke,  field-marthal  of  his  majefty’s 
forces,  lieutenant,  cuftos  ro  tutor  um, 
and  vice-admiral,  of  the  county  ot 
Effex,  colonel  of  the  Queen’s  own 
dragoons,  recorder  of  Saffron  Wal¬ 
den,  and  K.  B.  With  him  the  title 
of  lord  Howard  de  Walden  becomes 
extindl. 

—  The  lion.  Mrs.  C.  Dillon,  lifter 
to  viicount  Dillon. 

.  June  4.  Sir  A.  S.  Hammond, 
captain  in  the  navy,  and  one 
of  the  colonels  of  marines.  This 
officer  received  a  contufion  in 
his  head,  on  the  1  ft  of  June, 
1794,  from  the  effects  of  which, 
though  flight  in  appearance,  he 
never  perfectly  recovered,  and  which 
Vol.  XXX IX. 


is  thought  to  have  haftened  his 
death. 

6.  Mifs  Moore,  only  daughter  of 
the  archbifhop  ot  Canterbury. 

1 ! .  Dowager  lady  Gretley. 

14,  The  hon.  Mrs.  Olmius,  lady 
of  the  hon.  John  Olmius,  and  fitter 
to  the  late  lord  Waltham. 

21.  Count  Bernftorft,  firft  minifter 
of  Denmark. 

—  The  earl  of  Roden. 

24.  Dennis  Rolle,  eiq.  father  of 
lord  Rolle. 

July  3.  Lady  Ertkine. 

4.  Sir  Richard  Symons,  hart. 

9.  Rt.  hon.  Edmund  Burke. 

17.  In  an  advanced  age,  the  right 
honourable  Dorothy  counteis  dowa¬ 
ger  of  Sandwich,  one  ot  the  four 
daughters  of  Charles,  firft  lord  vii¬ 
count  Fane,  and  one  ot  the  tvvrn 
furviving  fillers  and  coheireifes  of 
Charles,  the  fecond  and  laft  lord 
vifcount  Fane.  In  March,  i74°» 
fire  was  married  to  John,  late  earl 
of  Sandwich,  by  whom  the  has  left 
the  prefent  earl  of  Sandwich,  her 
only  furviving  lffue. 

20.  Cornelius  O’Callaghan,  baron 
of  Lifmore. 

- —  The  right  hon,  Edward  Carev. 

21.  Peter  Ifaac  TheUuffon,  efq. 
M.  P. 

22.  The  countefs  of  Scarborough, 
fifter  of  fir  Geo.  Savile. 

25.  Lady  Mountfte wart,  relid  of 
John  lord  vifcount  Mountftewart, 
and  foie  daughter  of  earl  Dumfries. 

. —  Mrs.  Gunning,  aunt  to  the 
late  duchefs  of  Argyle. 

— -  Hon.  Geo.  Edward  Devereux, 
eldeft  fon  of  lord  vifcount  Hereford. 

— -  The  lady  of  fir  Cha,  Hamlyn, 
hart.  M.  P. 

- —  Charles  D’Auvergne,  efq.  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  prince  of  Bouillon. 

Aug.  3.  At  his  feat  at  Montreal, 
*  H  near 
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near  Seven  Oaks,  Kent,  in  bis  Bill 
year,  the  right  hon.  Jeffery  lord 
Amherft,  of  Holmefdale,  K.  B. 
privy  counfellor  to  his  majefty,  go¬ 
vernor  of  Guernfey,  field-marfhal  in 
the  army,  and  colonel  of  the  2d  re¬ 
giment  of  life-guards,  and  of  the 
60th  (or  royal  American)  regiment 
of  foot.  He  is  fucceeded  in  titles 
and  eflates  by  his  nephew,  William 
Pitt  Amherft. 

5.  Lady  Augufta  Elizabeth  Finch, 
youngeft  daughter  of  the  late  earl  of 
Winchelfea. 

6.  James  Petit  Andrews,  efq. 

r*  r.  s. 

8,  Thomas  Peter  Leigh, efq.  M.P. 

9.  Frances,  wife  of  lord  Charles 
Fitzroy. 

18.  Lord  vifcount  Montmorres. 
[See  Chronicle.] 

25.  In  his  35th  year,  the  honour¬ 
able  Robert  George  William  Tre¬ 
foils,  lord  Clinton.  He  is  fucceeded 
in  titles  and  eftates  by  his  eldeft 
fon  ;  has  left  fix  children,  and  his 
lady  pregnant  with  the  feventh. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the 
family  vault  at  Trefufis,  in  the 
county  of  Cornwall. 

—  Elizabeth,  lady  Cranftoun,  re¬ 
lid  of  the  late  lord  Cranftoun.  She 
died,  in  her  27th  year,  of  a  decline 
brought  on  by  grief,  for  the  death  of 
her  hufband,  who  died  in  Sept.  1796. 

Sept.  1.  At  his  palace  at  Chi- 
ehefter,  the  right  rev.  fir  William 
Alhhurnham,  bart.  D.  D.  the  vene¬ 
rable  billiop  of  that  fee,  and  redor 
of  Geftling,  in  Suflex.  He  was  the 
father  of  the  Enghfh  bench,  and 
the  only  bifhop  not  appointed  by  his 
prefent  majefty. 

.Hon.  Penn  Allieton  Curzon,  fon 
of  lord  Curzon. 

2.  John  Gunning,  efq.  brother  to 
the  duchefs  of  Argyle. 


9.  Rt.  lion,  fir  Skeffington  Smith* 
bart. 

12.  Barbara,  countefs  dowager 
of  Newburgh. 

14.  The  lady  of  fir  Geo.  Evelyn, 
bart. 

17.  Lady  Georgina  Johnftone,  fe- 
eond  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Hope- 
town. 

20.  Hon.  Edward  James  Eliot* 
M.  P. 

Lady  Clarke,  relid  of  fir  Robert 
Clarke,  bart. 

22.  Lady  Farquhar,  wife  of  fir 
Walter  Farquhar,  bart, 

23.  Rev.  fir  Thomas  Edwards, 
bart. 

25.  Rt.  hon.  lady  Dormer. 

Sir  Capel  Molyneux,  bart. 

Lady  Eliz.  Callender,  lifter  to  the 

marquis  of  Antrim. 

Od.  4.  The  hoiL  Mrs.  A.  King, 
aunt  to  lord  King. 

-  6.  Sir  John  Stewart,  bart. 

Lady  Charlotte  William  Beau- 
clerck,  wife  of  lord  William  Beau- 
clerck. 

11.  Maria  Matilda,  duchefs  dow¬ 
ager  of  Albany,  natural  daughter  of 
the  laft  pretender  to  the  Englilh 
throne. 

13.  Lady  Dixie,  relid  of  fir  W, 
Dixie,  bart. 

14.  The  right  hon.  Robert  lord 
Bellenden. 

15.  Elizabeth,  lady  Mofiey. 

17.  Hon.  Geo.  Murray,  vice  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  white. 

20.  Hon.  Robert  Rochfort,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Belvidere. 

26.  Mrs.  Gee,  aunt  of  lord  Cam¬ 
den. 

Nov.  2.  Sir  James  Riddel,  bart. 

7.  Rev.  fir  Geo.  Booth,  bart. 

,9.  The  hon.  Mrs.  Walpole. 

13.  Edward  earl  of  Kingfton. 

15.  Marcus  Beresford,  elq.  M.  P. 

16.  About 
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1 6.  About  nine  o’clock  in  the 
•morning,  of  a  dropfy,  at  his  new 
palace  of  Sans  Souci,  near  Potfdam; 
his  Pruflian  majefty,  Frederic  Wil¬ 
liam  the  fecond.  Since  his  return 
from  Pyrmont,  the  principal  phy- 
ficians  defpaired  of  his  recovery  ; 
yet  the  king  enjoyed  fo  ftrong  a 
conftitution,  that  his  firft  illnefswas 
that  of  which  he  died.  His  majefty 
\Vas  born  September  "25 th,  1744  ; 
had  reigned  11  years;  and  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  fon,  Frederic  William, 
born  Auguft  3d,  1770.  In  what¬ 
ever  light  the  character  of  this  mo¬ 
narch  is  to  be  viewed,  it  will  appear 
not  altogether  problematical.  The 
ambition  of  the  houfe  of  Branden- 
burgh  actuated  him,  as  it  had  done 
his  predeceffor  ;  and  the  meafures 
he  took  to  gratify  it,  whether  by  the 
partition  of  Poland,  the  treaty  of 
Pilnitz,  or  the  fe  par  ate  peace,  with 
the  French  republic,  will,  in  the 
eftimation  of  impartial  judges,  be 
deemed  alike  unworthy,  llis  fa¬ 
vourite  miftrefs  was,  on  the  accel- 
fion  of  his  fucceffor,  immediately 
apprehended,  and  committed  to  dole 
cuftody  for  life. 

18.  Sir  W.  JAV.  S. Gardiner,  hart. 

22.  Lady  Mary  Irvine,  daughter 
of  George  earl  of  Granard,  and  re¬ 
lid  of  J.  Irvine,  elq. 

25.  In  the  76th  year  of  his  age, 
and  40th  of  his  epifcopacy,  the 
right  reverend  Charles  Walmefley, 
lord  bilhop  of  Rama,  vicar  apoftolic 
of  the  weftern  diftrid,  and  fenior 
bilhop  and  vicar  apollolic,  dodor  of 
theology  in  Sorbonne,  F.  R.  S.  and 
the  laft  furvivor  of  the  eminent 
mathematicians  who  were  confulted 
for  calculating  the  alteration  from 
the  old  to  the  new  ftyle ;  author  of 
Several  literary  works,  particularly 
Explanation  of  the  Apocalypfe-, 


Ezekiel’s  Vifion,  &c.  By  the  fire 
at  Bath,  fome  years  fmee,  at  the 
time  of  the  riots,  we  believe,  the 
other  valuable  MSS.  he  had  been 
compiling  during  a  well-fpent  life  of 
labour  and  travelling  through  many 
countries  before  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land,  were  all  irretrievably  loft. 

27.  The  Rt.  Iron,  lord  vifeount 
Montague. 

29.  Lady  Leflie,  wife  of  lord 
Leflie,  and  daugh.  of  lord  Pelham. 

Dec.  4.  Lady  Skynner,  wife  of 
the  right  hon.  fir  John  Skynner. 

— Sir  John  Croft,  hart. 

5.  Benjamin  LethuUier,  efq.  M.P. 

8.  The  moft  noble  Henry  de 
Burgh,  marquis  and  earl  of  Clan- 
rickard,  and  lord  Dunkellin,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  a  knight 
of  the  order  of  St.  Patrick.  He  was 
the  fenior  marquis  of  that  kingdom, 
and  born  in  1742.  Having  left:  no 
male  iffue,  the  marquifate  becomes 
extind,  but  the  earldom,  with  his 
eftates,  defeend  to  his  brother,  ge¬ 
neral  de  Burgh. 

12.  At  Exeter,  whither  he  went 
for  the.  recovery  of  his  health,  the 
honourable  Thomas  Bruce,  fon  of 
William,  earl  of  Kincardine,  and 
brother  to  the  late  earl  of  Elgin  and 
Kincardine,  a  lieutenant-general  in 
the  army,  colonel  of  the  16th  regi* 
ment  of  foot,  and  M.  P.  for  Great 
Bedwin,  Wilts.  His  remains  were 
depofited,  on  the  20th,  in  Exeter 
cathedral,  with  military  honours. 

13.  Lady  Jennings  Clarke,  relid 
of  fir  Philip  Jennings  Clarke,  hart. 

• —  General  James  Johnftone, 
governor  of  Quebec. 

15.  Sir  Alexr  Craufurd,  bart, 

23.  At  Stutgard,  Frederic  Eu¬ 
gene?,  reigning  duke  of  Wirtemberg. 
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SHERIFFS 

Appointed  by  his  Majejly  in  Council > 
for  the  Year  1797. 

Bedford/hire ,  John  Higgins  the 
elder,  of  Turvey  : 

Berks ,  Bartholomew  Tipping,  of 
Wooley: 

Bucks ,  John  Sullivan,  of  Rieh- 
ings  Park  :  '  , 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdonjhire , 
William  Waller,  of  Chefterton  : 

Chef  lire ,  John  Lee  he,  of  S  tret- 
ton  : 

Cumberland ,  Hugh  Parkin,  of 
Skirfgill : 

Derby/hire,  Charles  Hurt,  of 
Wirkfworth  : 

Devon/hire,  John  Seal,  of  Mount 
Boon  : 

Dorfetfhire ,  Wil  ham  Richards 
the  younger,  of  Smedmore 

Effex,  William  Manby,  of  Strat¬ 
ford  : 

Gloucejlerjhire ,  William  Tindall, 
of  North  Cerney : 

Here for  d/hire,  John  Barneby,  of 
Brockhampton,  efqrs. 

Hertfordjhire ,  Sir  John  Saun¬ 
ders  Sebright,  of  Beechwood,  ba¬ 
ronet. 

Kent,  George  Grote,  of  Becken¬ 
ham  : 

Leicejlerjhire ,  Samuel  Brace- 
bridge  Abney,  of  Lindley  : 

Lincoln] hire,  John  Cracroft,  of 
Hack  thorn  e  : 

Monm 0 u thfhire,  Thomas  Hough¬ 
ton,  of  Pontypool : 

Norfolk ,  Joleph  Wvndnom,  of 
Ilerfham,  efqrs. 

N  orth  amptoijhire,  fir  William 
Langham,  of  Catlbrook,  hart. 

Northumberland,  Matthew  Bell, 
of  Wolfington  : 


Notiinghamjhire ,  John  Galley 
Knight,  of  Warfop  : 

Oxfordjhire ,  James  Jones,  of 
Atwell : 

Ruilandjhire ,  Thomas  Hunt,  of 
Wing : 

Shropfhire,  William  Tayleur,  of 
Bantingfdale  : 

Somerfetjhire ,  Samuel  Day,  of 
Chartolhoufe : 

Southampton ,  John  Compton,  of 
Minilead,  efqrs. 

Staff  or  djhire.  Sir  R.  Lawley,  of 
Canwell,  bart. 

Suffolk ,  Chaloner  Archdeckne, 
of  Glemham  : 

Surrey ,  Robert  Taylor,  of  Ember 
Court  : 

Suffex,  Charles  Scrafe  Dickins, 
of  Bnghthelmftone  : 

W arwickjhire,  Robert  Knight,  of 
Rarrells,  efqrs.  ' 

Wiltjhirc,  hr  John  Methuen 
Poore,  of  Ruihall,  bart. 

Worcefierfhire,  Moles  Harper,  of 
Aftley,  efq. 

Yorkfhire ,  hr  John  Rarasden,  of 
Bryam,  bart. 


South  Wales. 

Brecon ,  John  Macnamara,  of 
Llangoed  Cable,  efq. 

Cardigan,  James  Nathaniel  Tay¬ 
lor,  ol  Stradmore,  efq. 

Caer  mar  then ,  David  Sanders,  of 
Glarnerlrydw,  efq, 

Glamorgan,  Robert  Nous,  of 
Court-yr- Ala,  efq. 

Pembroke,  Abraham  Leach,  of 
Corfton,  efq. 

Radnor,  Percival  Lewis,  of 
Downton,  efq. 


North 
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North  Wales. 

Anglefea ,  Richard  Jones,  of  Tro¬ 
lly  Marian,  efq. 

Caernarvon,  fir  Edward  Price 
Lloyd,  of  Panlyglafs,  bart. 

Denbighjhire ,  Robert  Hefketh,  of 
Gwrych,  efq. 

Flint ,  John  Edward  Maddocks, 
of  Vrno  Jw,  efq. 

Merioneth ,  Bell  Lloyd,  of  Cro- 
gen,  efq. 


Montgomery ,  Robert  Knight,  of 

Gwernygoe,  efq. 

% 

SHERFFF  appointed  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales , 
Council,  for  the  Year  1797. 

County  of  Cornwall ,  William 
Slade  Gully,  of  Trevenen,  efq. 
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APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE, 


EXTRACTS  Jmm  the  LONDON  GAZETTES. 


Whitehall ,  January  17th. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  the  duke 
of  Portland,  dated  Dublin  Cable, 
January  10. 

I  FI-  A  V  E  the  fatisfaction  to  ac¬ 
quaint  your  grace,  that,  fined 
the  information  tranfmitted  to 
Mr.  Grenville,  the  French  had  en¬ 
tirely  left  Pantry  Bay,  there  has 
been  no  re-appearance  of  them  upon 
the  coafts  ;  fo  that  I  tru ft,  from 
the.  violence  of  the  temped,  and 
from  their  blips  being  ill  found  and 
ill  victualled,  their  expedition  is 
for  the  prefent  fruftrated.  Upon 
reviewing  what  has  paffed  during 
this  expedition  of  the  enemy,  I  have 
the  fat  is  fail  ion  to  reflect,  that  the 
Left  fpirit  was  manifefted  by  his 
Maiefly’s  regular  and  militia  forces; 
and  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe, 
that,  if  a  landing  had  taken  place, 
they  would  have  difplayea  the  ut- 
moit  fidelity.  When  the  bank  com¬ 
panies  of  the  Antrim  regiment 
were  formed,  the  whole  regiment 
turned  out,  to  a  man,  with  expref- 
fions  of  the  greateft  eagernefs  to 
march ;  and  the  Downfhire  regi¬ 
ment,  to  a  man,  declared  they  would 


band  or  fall  by  their  officers.  At 
the  time  the  army  was  ordered  to 
march,  the  weather  was  extremely 
fevere  ;  1  therefore  ordered  them 
a  proportion  of  fpirits  upon  their 
route,  and  directed  an  allowance  of 
fourpenee  a  day  to  their  wives  un¬ 
til  tliei-r  return.  During  their 
march,  the  utmoft  attention  was* 
paid  them  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  and  villages  through  which 
they  paiTed;  fo  that,  in  many  places, 
the  meat  provided  by  the  Commif- 
fariat  was  not  confumed.  The 
roads,  which  in  parts  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  impaffable  by  the  fnow,.  were 
cleared  by  the  peafantry.  The 
poor  people  often  fhared  their  po¬ 
tatoes  with  them,  and  dreffed  their 
meat  without  demanding  payment  & 
of  which  there  was  a  very  particn- 
lar  in  fiance  in  the  town  of  Banag- 
her,  where  no  gentleman  or  prin¬ 
cipal  farmer  refides  to  let  them  the 
example.  At  Carlow,  a  confider- 
able  fubfeription  was  made  for  tbs 
troops  as  they  paffed;  and  at  Lime¬ 
rick  and  Cork,  every  exertion  was 
ufed  to  facilitate  the  carriage  of 
artillery  and  baggage  by  premiums 
to  the  carmen  ;  and  in  the  town, 
of  Galway,  which  for  a  fhort  time 
was  left  with  a  very  inadequate 
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garrifon,  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  the 
inhabitants  and  yeomanry  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  manifefted,  and  in  a  man¬ 
ner  to  give  me  the  utmoft  fatisfac- 
tion.  In  fliort,  the  general  good 
difpofition  of  the  people  through 
the  fouth  and  weft  was  fo  prevalent, 
that,  had  the  enemy  landed,  their 
hope  of  affiftance  from  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  would  have  been  totally  dil- 
appointed.  From  the  armed  yeo¬ 
manry,  government  derived  the 
moft  honourable  affiftance.  No¬ 
blemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  firft 
property  vied  in  exerting  them- 
felves  at  the  head  of  their  corps. 
Much  of  the  exprefs  and  efcort  du¬ 
ty  was  performed  by  them.  In 
Cork,  Limerick,  and  Galway,  they 
took  the  duty  of  the  garrifon. 
Lord  Shannon  informs  me,  that 
men  of  three  and  four  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  were  employed  in 
efeorting  baggage  and  carrying  ex- 
prefles.  Mr.  John  Latouche,  who 
was  a  private  in  his  fon's  corps, 
rode  twenty-five  miles  in  one  of 
the  fevereft  nights,  with  an  exprefs, 
it  being  his  turn  for  duty.  The 
merchants  of  Dublin,  many  ot  them 
of  the  firft  eminence,  marched  fix- 
teen  Irifh  miles  with  a  convoy  of 
arms  to  the  north,  whither  it  was 
eoridu&ed  by  reliefs  of  yeomanry. 
The  appearance  in  this  metropolis 
has  been  highly  meritorious.  1  he 
corps  have  been  formed  of  the  moft 
refpecftable  barrifters,  attornies, 
merchants,  gentlemen,  and  citi¬ 
zens  ;  and  their  number  is  fo  con¬ 
siderable,  and  their  zeal  in  mount¬ 
ing  guard  fo  ufeful,  that  I  was  en¬ 
abled  greatly  to  reduce  the  garrifon 
with  perfect  fafety  to  the  town. 
The  numbers  of  yeomanry  fully 
appointed  and  difciplined,  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  exceed  2,000,  above  400  of 
whom  are  horfe.  The  whole  num¬ 


ber  of  corps  approved  by  govern¬ 
ment  amount  to  440,  excluftve  of 
the  Dublin  corps.  The  grofs  num¬ 
ber  is  nearly  25,000.  There  are 
alfo  ninety-one  offers  of  fervice 
under  c on fi deration,  and  125  pro- 
pofals  have  been  declined  ;  and,  in 
reply  to  a  circular  letter  written  to 
the  commandants  of  the  refpedtive 
corps,  their  anfwers  almoft  univer- 
fally  contained  a  general  offer  of 
fervice  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 
Many  prominent  examples  of  indi- 
vidual  loyalty  and  fpirit  have  ap¬ 
peared.  An  ufeful  imprefiion  was 
made  upon  the  minds  of  the  lower 
catholics  bv  a  judicious  addrefs 
from  Dr.  Moylan,  the  titular  bifhop 
of  Cork.  I  cannot  but  notice  the 
exertions  of  Lord  Kenmare,  who 
fpared  no  expenfe  in  giving  affift¬ 
ance  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
his  neighbourhood,  and  who  took 
to  his  own  demefne  a  great  quanti¬ 
ty  of  cattle  which  had  been  driven 
from  the  coaft.  Nor  could  any 
thing  exceed  the  ardour  of  the 
Earl  of  Ormonde,  who,  when  his 
regiment  of  militia  were  returned 
as  part  of  the  garrifon  of  Dublin, 
foiicited  with  fo  much  zeal  a  com¬ 
mand  in  the  flank  companies,  that 
I  thought  it  a  meafure  due  to  his 
majefty's  fervice  to  encourage  his 
lordfnip’s  requeft. 

Admiralty  Office,  Jan.  21,  1797, 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Pellew,  bart.  captain  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty's  frigate,  Indefatigable,  to 
Evan  Nepean,  efq.  dated  Ja¬ 
nuary  17,  1 797* 

I  have  the  honour  to  make  known 
to  vou,  for  the  information  of  the 
lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiral¬ 
ty,  that  on  Friday  laft  the  13th  in- 
ftant,  at  half  paft  noonr  in  latitude 
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47  deg.  30  min.  N.  Uffiant  bearing 
N.  E.  50  leagues,  we  difcovered  a 
large  blip  in  the  N.  W.  quarter, 
fleering  under  eafy  fail  for  France; 
the  wind  was  then  at  weft,  blowing 
hard,  with  thick  hazy  weather.  L 
inftantly  made  the  fign&l  to  the 
Amazon  for  a  general  chafe,  and 
followed  it  by  the  fignal  that  the 
chafe  was  an  enemy.  At  four  P.  M. 
the  Indefatigable  had  gained  fuffi- 
ciently  upon  the  chafe,  for  me  to 
diftinguilh  very  clearly  that  (lie  had 
two  tier  of  guns,  with  her  lower 
deck  ports  ihut,  and  that  the  had  no 
poop. 

At  fifteen  minutes  before  fix  we 
brought  the  enemy  to  clofe  action, 
which  continued  to  be  well  fup- 
ported  on  both  ftdes  near  an  hour, 
when  we  unavoidably  fhot  a-head  ; 
at  this  moment  the  Amazon  ap¬ 
peared  a-ftern,  and  gallantly  fup- 
plied  our  place  ;  but  the  eagernefs 
of  captain  Reynolds  to  fecond  his 
friend,  had  brought  him  up  under 
a  prefsof  fail,  and,  after  a  wellfup- 
ported  and  clofe  fire  for  a  little  time, 
he  alio  unavoidably  fhot  a-head. 
fl  lie  enemy,  who  had  nearly  effected 
running  me  on  board,  appeared  to 
be  much  larger  than  the  Indefati¬ 
gable,  and,  from  her  very  heavy  fire 
of  mufquetry,  [  believe  was  full  of 
men ;  this  fire  was  continued  until 
the  end  of  the  adlion  with  great  vi¬ 
vacity,  although  f he  frequently  de¬ 
fended  both  fides  of  the  fliip  at  the 
fame  time. 

As  loon  as  we  had  replaced  fome 
neceflary  rigging,  and  the  Amazon 
had  reduced  her  fail,  we  commenced 
a  fecond  attack,  placing  ourfeives, 
after  fome  raking  broadftdes,  upon 
each  quarter  ;  and  this  attack,  often 
within  piftol  fhot,  was  by  both  blips 
unremitted  for  above  five  hours  : 
we  then  Iheered  off  to  fecure  our 


malts.  It  would  be  needlefs  to  re¬ 
late  to  their  Lord  (hips  every  effort 
that  we  made  in  attack,  which  com¬ 
menced  at  a  quarter  before  lix 
P.  M.  and  did  not  ceafe,  excepting 
at  intervals,-  until  half  paft  four 
A.  M.  I  believe  ten  hours  of  more 
fevere  fatigue  was  fcarcely  ever  ex¬ 
perienced  ;  the  fea  was  high,  the 
people  on  the.  main  deck  up  to  their 
middles  in  water,  fome  guns  broke 
their  breechings  four  times  over, 
fome  drew  the  ring-bolts  from  the 
fides,  and  many  of  them  were  re¬ 
peatedly  drawn  immediately  after 
loading;  all  our  malts  were  much 
wounded,  the  main  top-mail  com¬ 
pletely  unrigged,  and  laved  only  by 
uncommon  alacrity. 

At  about  twenty  minutes  paft 
four,  the  moon  opening  rather 
brighter  than  before,  fliewed  to 
lieutenant  George  Bell,  who  was 
watchfully  looking  out  on  the  fore- 
caftle,  a  glimpfe  of  the  land  ;  he  had 
fcarcely  mached  me  to  report  it, 
when  we  faw  the  breakers.  We 
were  then  clofe  under  the  enemy’s 
flarboard  bow,  and  the  Amazon  as 
near  her  on  the  larboard ;  not  an 
inftant  could  be  loft,  and  every  life 
depended  upon  the  prompt  execu- 
cution  of  my  orders  ;  and  here  it  is 
with  heart-felt  pleafure  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  full  value  of  my  officers 
and  Ihip’s  company,  who,  with  in¬ 
credible  alacrity,  hauled  the  tacks 
on  board, \  and  made  fail  to  the 
fouthward.  The  land  could  not  be 
afcertamed,  but  we  took  it  to  be 
G Ilian t ;  and  in  the  bay  of  Breli, 
crippled  as  we  wer4,  1  had  no  par¬ 
ticular  fears  ;  but  before  day  we 
again  faw  breakers  upon  the  lee 
bow  ;  the  blip  was.  inftantly  wore 
to  the  northward,  and  being  then 
fatisfied  that  the  land  we  had  before 
been  was  not  Uffiant,  the  lingering 
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approach  of  day-light  was  raoft 
an  x ion  fly  looked  for  bv  all;  and  loon 
after  it  opened,  feeing  the  land  very 
dole  a-head,  we  again  wore  to  the 
foutliward,  in  twenty  fathoms  w7a- 
ter,  and  a  few  minutes  after  difco- 
vered  the  enemy,  who  had  fo  brave¬ 
ly  defended  herfelf,  lying  on  her 
broadfide,  and  a  tremendous  fnrf 
beating  over  her.  The  mrierable 
fate  of  her  brave  but  unhappy 
crew  was  perhaps  the  more  knee  rely 
lamented  by  us,  from  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  fuffering  a  fimiiar  misfor¬ 
tune.  We  paffed  her  within  a  mile, 
in  a  very  bad  condition,  having 
at  that  time  four  feet  water  in 
our  hold,  a  ereat  fea,  and  the  wind 
dead  on  the  Ihore  ;  but  we  Lad  af- 
certained,  beyond  a  doubt,  our 
fituation  to  be  that  of  Hodierne 
Bay,  and  that  our  fate  depended 
upon  the  poffible  chance  of  wea¬ 
thering  the  Penmark  rocks.  Ex¬ 
ha  ufted  as  we  were  with  fatigue, 
every  exertion  was  made,  and 
every  inch  of  canvas  fet  that 
could  be  carried,  and  at  eleven 
A.  M.  we  made  the  breakers,  and, 
by  the  bleffing  of  God,  weathered 
the  Penmark  rocks  about  half  a 
mile. 

The  Amazon  had  hauled  her 
wind  to  the  northward,  when  we 
flood  to  the  foutliward;  her  con¬ 
dition  1  think  was  better  than 
ours,  and  I  knew  that  her  activity 
and  exertions  were  fully  equal  to 
•anv  thing  that  could  be  effected 
under  iimilar  circumftances ;  the 
judgment  with  which  fne  was  ma¬ 
naged  during  fo  long  an  aft  ion, 
and  the  gallantly  of  her  attacks, 
could  not  but  merit  the  higheff 
commendation,  and  to  the  heart  of 
a  friend  it  was  peculiarly  gratify¬ 
ing.  I  have  fuii  as  much  re.afon 
to  fpeak  highly  of  my  own  officers 


and  men,  to  whom  I  owe  infinite 
obligations.  The  lieutenants  Thoni- 
fon,  Norway,  and  Bell,  lieute¬ 
nants  O'Connor  and  Wilfon,  of  the 
marines,  and  Mr  Thomfon,  the 
mailer,  have  abundant  claims  upon 
my  gratitude,  as  well  as  e very- 
inferior  officer  in  the  fh ip.  The 
bufferings  of  the  Amazon  are  im- 

o 

known  to  me  ;  and  1  am  fmgulatijr 
’•happy  to  fay  that  my  own  are  in- 
con  deferable.  The  firft  lieutenant, 
Mr.  Thomfon,  a  brave  mud  worthy 
officer,  is  the  only  one  of  that  de¬ 
fer!  pt  ion  wounded,  with  eighteen 
men  ;  twelve  of  which  number  haw© 
wounds  of  no  ferious  confequercce, 
confiding  chiefly  of  violent  con- 
tuffons  from  fplinters. 

I  am,  No. 

(Signed)  E.  Pel  lew. 

A  court  martial  was  fubfeqtienlfy 
holden  on  board  his  majefty  s  ihip 
Cambridge,  in  Hamoaze,  to  enquire 
into  the  caufe  and  circumftances  of 
the  lofs  of  his  majefty;s  fliip  Ama¬ 
zon,  and  to  trytapt.  Robert  Cai- 
thew  Reynolds,  the  officers,  and 
company  of  the  laid  ffiip,  for  their 
conduct  upon  that  occafion.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  4  That  his  majeliy’s  ihiff 
Amazon  was  loft  after  a  well  dis¬ 
puted  action  with  a  French  fliip,  of 
74  guns,  Les  Droits  de  h  hi  cm  me, 
in  Audierne  Bay,  the  Amazon  hav¬ 
ing  buffered  materially  in  her  mails 
and  rigging,  and  being  far  in  Ihore 
at  the  clofe  of  the  engagement. 
And  the  court  is  of  opinion,  that 
too  much  praife  cannot  be  awarded 
to  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew,  of 
the  Amazon;,  by  which,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Indefatigable,  a 
fhip  of  the  eViemy’s  line  was  de- 
ftroyed  ;  and  the  court  do  confider 
the  lofs  of  the  Amazon  to  be  the 
refult  of  a  noble  purfuit  of  an  ene¬ 
my 
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my  on  her  own  coaft:;  and,  with 
Tefped  to  it,  do  consequently  acquit 
captairt  Reynolds,  his  officers,  and 
crew,  with  every  fentiment  of  its 
higheft  approbation.  And  captain 
Reynolds,  his  officers,  and  crew, 
are  hereby  molt  honourably  and 
fully  acquitted  accordingly. 

The  following  admirable  letter, 

% — '  ■* 

written  by  captain  Reynolds,  was 
fent  to  the  admiralty,  but  never  ap^ 
peared  in  the  gazette.  The  letter 
was  produced  in  court. 

Quimper,  January  20,  1797* 
Sir, 

It  is  with  inexpreffible  concern 
that  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  their  lordfhips,  of 
the  fate  of  his  majefty’s  ffiip  Ama¬ 
zon,  wrecked  on  the  French  coaft 
in  Audierne  Bay,  on  the  14th  inft. 
Their  lordfhips  are  already  ac¬ 
quainted,  by  fir  E.  Pellew,  of  our 
/battered  condition  towards  the  end 
of  our  united  action  with  Les  Droits 
de  FHomme  (a  French  man-of-war, 
of  74  guns,  and  1600  men,  tailors 
and  troops),  commanded  by  captain, 
ci-devant  baron,  le  Crofs.  The 
various  fituations  and  changes  in¬ 
fid  ent  to  fo  long  an  action,  I  for¬ 
bear  to  mention  ;  fir  E.  Pellew  hav¬ 
ing  unqueftionably  done  it  iri  a 
better  manner  than  I  am  able.  The 
Amazon  began  to  engage  about 
feven  o’clock  in  the  evening  on  the 
13th,  an  hour  after  fir  Edward  had 
gallantly  commenced  the  action, 
and  continued  a  running  fight  un¬ 
til  five  the  next  morning,  which 
brought  us  40  leagues  from  where 
we  began  the  chafe,  near  the  French 
coaft ;  and  the  wind  blowing  firong 
diredtly  upon  the  fhore,  in  the  eager¬ 
ness  of  purluit,  and  during  the  heat 
of  battle,  we  were  unable  accu¬ 
rately  to  calculate  the  difiance  we 
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had  run ;  and  our  mafis,  yards,  and 
rigging,  being  milerably  ffiattered, 
it  was  not  poffible  for  us  to  work 
off  fhore.  Our  mken-top-maft,  gaff, 
fpanker-boom,  and  main-top-fail 
yard,  were  entirely  fhot  away;  the 
main  and  fore  malts,  the  fore  and 
main  yards,  wounded  in  feveral 
places  by  large  ffiot,  fome  of  which 
we  judged  to  be  36-pounders;  our 
fhrouds,  ftays,  and  back-ftays,  many 
of  them  ffiot  away,  betides  what  we 
had  knotted  and  ffoppered  in  the 
adtion ;  and  our  cordage  all  ex¬ 
pended  in  reeving  running-rigging. 
In  this  condition,  fir,  and  with  three 
feet  water  in  our  hold,  we  ltruck 
the  ground  a  little  after  five  in  the 
morning,  and  not  more  than  ten 
minutes  after  we  had  ceafed  firing. 
Les  Droits  de  1’ Homme  met  with  a 
fimilar  fate  a  little  diftance  from  us, 
and  almoft  at  the  fame  moment. 
From  half-paft  five  to  nine  o’clock, 
we  were  emplo}rcd  in  making  rafts 
to  fave  the  men;  and  it  gives  me 
unfpeakable  comfort,  that  not  a 
man  was  loft  after  the  fiiip  ftruck 
the  fhore,  except  fix  that  ftole  away 
the  cutter  from  the  fiern,  and  were 
drowned.  Myfelf  and  officers  quit¬ 
ted  not  the  thip  till  with  great  care 
and  pains  we  got  the  wounded  and 
every  man  out  of  her.  We  were 
received  on  fhore  by  a  party  of 
fnldiers,  who  conduced  us  to  the 
little  town  of  Audierne,  about  a 
league  from  the  fiiip.  Thence  they 
marched  us  to  Dournancy  to  Quim¬ 
per,  where  we  now  remain,  and  are 
well  treated.  I  am  not  able  to 
exprefs  my  fatisfaclion  for  the 
noble  fupport  I  received  from  the 
officers  in  general,  and  petty  offi¬ 
cers,  during  the  adtion :  to  parti- 
cularile  either,  I  hope,  will  not  be 
confidered  as  taking  from  the  merits 
of  the  whole ;  but  Mr.  Littlehales, 
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fhe  firft  lieutenant,  being  con- 
ftantly  on  the  quarter-deck  with 
me  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
adion,  it  would  be  unjuft  and  un¬ 
grateful  in  me  not  to  acknowledge 
the  ample  affiftance  he  afforded  in 
every  fituation,  throughout  the 
eourfe  of  fo  long  and  trying  a  con¬ 
flict;  and  if  a  many  who  has  un¬ 
fortunately  loft  his  lhip,  (through  I 
hope  not  dilhonourably,)  may  be 
permitted,  I  humbly  beg  leave  to 
recommend  Mr.  Littlehales  to  their 
lordlhips’  notice  and  patronage.  I 
hope  this  will  not  be  deemed  to  de¬ 
rogate  from  the  merits  of  lieute¬ 
nants  Nichols  and  Thomas,  who 
were  quartered  on  the  main-deck, 
and  who,  during  a  great  part  of 
the  action,  fought  half  way  up 
their  legs  in  water,  cheering  and 
infpiring  courage  to  all  around 
them  by  their  own  animated  and 
gallant  example.  Mangled  as  we 
were  in  our  hull,  as  well  as  in  our 
mails,  yards,  and  rigging,  thanks 
to  Almighty  God,  we  had  but  three 
men  killed,  and  15  badly  wounded. 
}  reft  firmly  allured,  that  fir  E. 
Pellew  has  done  ample  juftice  to 
tny  conduct  in  his  reprefentation 
of  the  engagement  to  their  lord- 
fhips;  and  1  humbly  hope  no  ble- 
mifh  will  attach  to  ray  character, 
for  a  misfortune  occalioned  by  an 
impatient  ardour  to  fignalife  Britifh 
valour  oppofed  to  fuperior  force. 

I  have  the  honour,  &e. 

R.  C.  Reynolds. 

<TTl»  ■  '—pi  nil  I  ■  1  1 1.  I  -M  -  .  r  - j  t  |  m  |  ,  -  -  

London  Gazette  Extraordinary , 
Monday ,  Feb.  27. 

Whitehall ,  Feb.  27. 

A  letter,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy,  lias  been  this  day  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  right  honourable  lord 


Cawdor,  by  bis  grace  the  duke  of 
Portland,  his  majefty's  principal 
fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  home 
department. 

Fijhgard ,  Friday ,  Feb.  24. 

My  Lord, 

In  confequence  of  having  re¬ 
ceived  information,  on  Wednefday 
night  at  eleven  o’clock,  that  three 
large  (hips  of  war  and  a  lugger  had 
anchored  in  a  frnall  roadfted  upon 
the  coaft,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  town,  l  proceeded  imme¬ 
diately,  with  a  detachment  of  the 
Cardigan  militia  and  all  the  pro¬ 
vincial  force  I  could  colled;  to  the 
place.  I  loon  gained  pofitive  intel¬ 
ligence  they  had  dilembarked  about 
1200  men,  but  no  cannon.  Upon 
the  night’s  fetting  in,  a  French  of¬ 
ficer,  whom  I  found  the  fecond  in 
command,  came  in  with  a  letter,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  inclofe  to  your  grace,  together 
with  my  anfwer^  in  confequence 
of  which  they  determined  to  fur- 
render  themfelves  prifoners  of  warr 
and  accordingly  laid  down  their 
arms  this  day  at  two  o’clock.  I  can¬ 
not  at  this  moment  inform  you£ 
grace  of  the  exadl  number  of  pri¬ 
foners,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  their 
whole  force.  It  is  my  intention  to 
march  them  this  night  to-  Haver- 
fordweft,  where  I  fhall  make  the 
heft  diftribution  in  my  power.  The- 
f  i  1  w,  -i  t  e  ,  corvette,  and  lugger  got 
under  weigh  yefterday  evening,  and 
were  this  morning  entirely  out  of 
fight.  The  fatigue  we  have  ex¬ 
perienced  will,  I  truft,  exc'ufe  me 
to  your  grace  for  not  giving  a 
more  particular  detail;  but  °my 
anxiety  to  do  juftice  to  the  officers- 
and  men  I  had  the  honour  to  com¬ 
mand,  will  induce  me  to  attend 
your  grace,  with  as  little  delay  as 

poffible 
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poffible,  to  ftate  their  merits,  and 
at  the  tame  time  to  give  you  every 
information  in  my  power  upon  this 
1'ubjebt.  The  fpirit  of  loyally  which 
has  pervaded  all  ranks  throughout 
this  country,  is  infinitely  beyond 
what  I  can  exprefs. 

I  am,  Szc-. 

Cawdor. 

Cardigan  Bay ,  5  th  of  Vent  of 
5/ A  year  of  the  Republic. 

Sir, 

The  circumftances  under  which 
the  body  of  French  troops  under 
my  command  were  landed  at  this 
place,  renders  it  unneceffary  to 
attempt  any  military  operations,  as 
they  would  tend  only  to  hioodfhed 
and  pillage.  The  officers  of  the 
whole  corps  have  therefore  inti¬ 
mated  their  defire  of  entering  into 
a  negotiation,  upon  principles  of 
humanity,  for  a  furrender.  If  you 
are  influenced  by  fimilar  conhdera- 
tions,  you  may  hgnify  the  fame  by 
the  bearer,  and  in  the  mean  time 
hoftilities  fhall  ceafe.  Health  and 
refpect. 

Tate,  Chef  de  Brigade. 
To  the  Officer  commanding  His 

Britannic  Mayfly  s  troops. 

Fifhgard ,  Feb.  23. 

The  fuperiority  of  the  force 
under  my  command,  which  is 
hourly  increafmg,  muft  prevent  my 
treating  upon  any  terms  fhort  of 
your  furrendering  your  whole  force 
prifoners  of  war.  I  enter  fully  into 
your  with  of  preventing  an  unne- 
ceflary  effufion  of  blood,  which 
your  fpeedy  furrender  can  alone 
prevent,  and  which  will  entitle  you 
to  that  confideration  it  is  ever  the 
wiffi  of  Britifh  troops  to  fhew  an 
enemy  whofe  numbers  are  inferior. 
My  major  will  deliver' you  this  let¬ 


ter,  and  I  fhall  exp  eft  your  deter¬ 
mination  by  ten  o'clock,  by  your 
officer,  whom  1  have  furnifhed  with 
an  efcort  that  will  conduct  him  to 
me  without  moleftation. 

1  am,  Ac. 

Cawdor, 

To  the  Officer  commanding 
the  Trench  troops . 


London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Admiralty  Office ,  March  3,  1797. 

Robert  Calder,  efq.  firft  captain  to 
admiral  fir  John  Jervis,  hart,  ar¬ 
rived  this  morning  with  dis¬ 
patches  from  him  to  Mr.  Ne¬ 
pean,  of  which  the  following  are 
copies. 

Victory,  in  Lagos  Bay , 
Sir,  Feb.  16,  1797. 

The  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the 
Spanifh  fleet,  exprefled  in  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  13th  inflant,  were 
confirmed  that  night,  by  our  dis¬ 
tinctly  hearing  the  report  of  their 
fignal  guns,  and  by  intelligence  re¬ 
ceived  from  captain  Foote,  of  his 
majefty’s  fnip  the  Niger,  who  had, 
with  equal  judgment  and  -perfever- 
ance,  kept  company  with  them  for 
feveral  days,  on  my  preferibed  ren¬ 
dezvous  (which,  from  the  ftrong 
fouth-eaft  winds,  I  had  never  been 
able  to  reach),  and  that  they  were 
not  more  than  the  diitance  of  three 
or  four  leagues  from  us.  I  anxioully 
awaited  the  dawn  of  day,  when, 
being  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  Cape 
St.  Vincent  bearing  eaft  by  north 
eight  leagues,  I  had  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  feeing  a  number  of  fhips  extend¬ 
ing  from  fouth-wefl  to  fouth,  the 
wind  then  at  well  and  by  fouth. 
At  forty-nine  minutes  paft  ten,  the 

'  weather 
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weather  being  extremely  hazy,  La 
Bonne  Citoyenne  made  the  flgnal 
that  the  fllips  teen  were  of  the  line, 
twenty- five  m  number.  His  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fquadron  under  my  command, 
confiding  of  the  fifteen  (hips  of  the 
line  named  in  margin*,  happily 
formed  in  the  moll  com  pact  order 
of  failing,  in  two  lines.  By  carry¬ 
ing  a  prel’s  of  fail,  l  was  fortunate 
in  getting  in  with  the  enemy’s 
fleet  at  half-paft  eleven  o’clock,  be¬ 
fore  it  had  time  to  connect,  and  form 
a  regular  order  of  battle,  Such  a 
moment  was  not  to  be  loft;  and, 
confident  in  the  fkill,  valour,  and 
difciplme  of  the  officers  and  men  I 
had  the  happinefs  to  command,  and 
judging  that  the  honour  of  his  ma- 
jeftv’s  arms,  and  the  circumflances 
of  the  war  in  thefe  feas,  required  a 
confiderable  degree  of  enterprife,  I 
felt  myfelf  juftified  in  departing 
from  the  regular  fyflem ;  and  paffing 
through  their  fleet,  in  a  line  formed 
with  the  utmoft  celerity,  tacked, 
and  thereby  feparated  one-third 
from  the  main  body,  after  a  partial 
cannonade  which  prevented  their 
rejurfotion  till  the  evening ;  and  by 
the  very  great  exertions  of  the  fhips 
which  had  the  good  fortune  to  ar¬ 
rive  up  with  the  enemy  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack,  the  fhips  named  in  the 
margin  f,  were  captured,  and  the 
aft  ion  ceased  about  five  o’clock  in 
the  evening. 

I  enclofe  the  moil  corred  lift  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain  of  the 
Spanifh  fleet  oppofed  to  me,  amount¬ 
ing  to  twemty-feven  fail  of  the  line, 
and  an  account  of  the  killed  and 


wounded  in  his  majefty’s  fhips,  as 
well  as  in  thofe  taken  from  the 
enemy.  The  moment  the  latter 
(almoft  totally  difmafted)  and  his 
majefty’s  fhips  the  Captain  and 
Culloden,  are  in  a  ft  ate  to  put  to 
foa,  T  lhall  avail  myfelf  of  the  firft 
favourable  wind  to  proceed  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  in  my  way  to  Lifbon. 

Captain  Calder,  whole  able  aftift- 
ance  has  greatly  contributed  to  the 
public  fervice  during  my  command, 
is  the  bearer  of  this,  and  will  more 
particularly  defcribe  to  the  lords 
commiflioners  of  the  admiralty  the 
•movements  of  the  fquadron  on  the 
14th,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  ic. 


I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

J.  Jervis. 

Lift  of  the  Spanifh 

Fleet  oppofed 

to  the  Britilh,  the 

14th  of  Febru- 

ary»  1797* , 

Guns. 

Santilfima  Trinidad 

_ 

130 

Mexicana  -  -  . 

- 

112 

Principe  de  Afturias 

- 

112 

Conception 

- 

112 

Conde  de  Regia 

- 

i  1  2 

Salvador  del  Mundo 

- 

112  taken. 

San  Jofef  - 

- 

112  taken. 

San  Nicolas 

- 

8  d  taken. 

Oriente 

- 

74 

Gloriofo 

- 

74 

Atlante 

_ 

74 

Conqueftador 

- 

74 

Soberano  - 

Ml 

74 

Firme 

- 

74 

Pel  a  vo 

- 

74 

San  Genaro 

- 

74 

San  lldephonfo  - 

- 

74 

San  J.  Nepomuceno 

- 

74 

San  Fran.de  Paula 

- 

74 

San  Yftdro 

- 

74  taken. 

San  Antonio 

- 

74 

*  Victory, 
Britannia, 
Bartieur, 

Prince  George, 


Blenheim, 

-Namur, 

Captain, 

GoliUth, 

Guns. 
-  112 
-  112 


Excellent, 

Orion, 

Col'ofius, 

Egmoni, 


Culloden, 

Irrefiftible, 

Diadem. 


1  Salvador  del  Mundo 
San  Jofef  - 


San  Nicholas 
Sau  Yfidro  - 


80 
7  4 
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Guns. 

San  Pablo  - 

-  74 

San  Firmin 

-  74 

Neptuno 

-  74 

Bahama  -  -  “74 

Name  unknown  -  -  74 

Name  unknown  -  -  74 

J.  Jervis 


Lift  of  killed  and  wounded  in  th«  fquadron  under  the  command  of  admiral 
fir  John  Jervis,  in  the  adion  with  the  Spanifh  fleet,  the  14th  of 
^February,  1797* 

Killed .  Wounded. 


Ships. 

Victory 

Britannia 

Barfleur 


O* 


Commanders , 
fAd.  iir  J.  Jervis,  K.  B.'j 
<  ift  Capt.  Rt  Calder  >  * 

Lzd  Capt.  G.  Grey  J 

fVice  Ad-  Thompfan  J 

fCapt.  T.  Foley  j 

fV.  A.  W*  Waldegrave  J 
\Capt.  J.  R.  Dacres  J 


a 

»o 


S3 

Co 


<3 


§ 


*to. 

Vo 


,  -  8 
§4 


<3 


£ 


Qa 


2 


jPr.  George 

fRear  Admiral  Parker 
fCapt,  j.  Irwin 

C.  T.  Lenox  Frederick 

} 

-  7 

1 

I 

-  7 

* 

- 

15 

Blenheim 

-  10 

- 

2 

2  40 

- 

7 

6l 

Namur 

Capt.  J.  H.  Whitlhed 

2 

- 

5 

- 

7 

Captain 

f  Commodore  Nelfon 
fCapt.  R.  W.  Miller 

1 

/ 

1  20 

- 

3 

2  50 

- 

4 

£0 

Goliath 

C.  Sir  C.  H.  Knowles 

- 

- 

- 

-  4 

4 

• 

8 

Excellent 

Capt.  C.  Collingwood 

1  8 

n 

w 

- 

-  10 

z 

- 

23 

Orion 

Capt.  Sir  J.  Saumarez- 

-  - 

- 

- 

-  7 

2 

mm 

9 

Coloflus 

Capt.  G.  Murray 

- 

-,mr 

- 

-  4 

1 

to 

5 

Egmont 

Capt.  John  Sutton 

Culloden 

Irrefiftible 

Capt.  T.  Troubridgs 
Capt.  G  Martin 

1  7 

”  4 

s* 

Ac 

1 

- 

'  39 

1  12 

8 

1 

57 

19 

Diadem 

Capt.G.  H.  Towry 

- 

- 

1 

- 

I 

z 

3  59 

6 

5 

5 189 

21 

12 

0^ 

0 

0 

Officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Blenheim. — Mr.  Edward  Libby, 
Acting  lieutenant,  wounded  ;  Mr. 
Peacock,  boatfwain,  wounded;  Mr. 
Jofeph  Wixen,  mafter’s  mate, wound¬ 
ed,  flnee  dead. 

Captain. — Major  William  N  orris, 
marines,  killed  ;  Mr.  James  God- 
ench,  midfhipman,  killed;  com¬ 
modore  Nelfon,  bruifed,  but  not 
?  bilged  to  quit  the  deck  ;  Mr.  Car¬ 


rington,  hoatlwain,  wounded  in 
boarding  the  San  Nicolas ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Lund,  midfhipman,  wound¬ 
ed. 

Excellent. — Mr.  Peter  Peffers, 
boatfwain,  killed;  Mr.  Edward 
Auguftus  Down,  mafter’s  mate, 
wounded. 

Orion. — Mr.  Thomas  Manfel, 
midfhip m a r< ,  wounded . 

Cullodeu. 
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Culloden.— -Mr.  G.A.Livingftone,  JMr.  Hugh  RBKinnon,  matter's  mate, 
lieutenant  of  marines,  killed.  wounded;  Mr.  William  Balfour, 

Irrefiftible.  --  Serjeant  Watfon,  midlhipman,  wounded, 
marines,  killed;  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Jervis. 

Thompfon,  lieutenant,  wounded  ; 


Lift  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Spaniili  ftiips,  taken  by  the 
fquadron  under  the  command  of  admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.  on  the 
14th  of  February,  1797. 

Ships  Names.  1 

San  Y lid  10  -  -  -  -  Officers  - 

Artillerifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers 


Kd.  Wd. 

•4  8' 

"  25  55 


Salvador  del  Mundo  -  Officers  - 

Artillerifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers 

San  Nicolas  -  -  -  -  Officers  - 

Artillerifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers 

San  Jofef  -  ^  Officers  - 

Artillerifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers 

Killed  -  261 

Wounded  -  342 


29 

63 

-  5 

3 

-  37 

121 

42 

124 

-  4 

8 

140 

144 

59 

-  2 

5 

-  44 

9* 

46 

$6 

Total  -  -  603 


Note.— Among  the  killed  is  the  general  Don  Francifco  Xavier  Winthuyfen* 
Chef  D’Efcadre. 


The  London  Gazette  Extraordinary, 
March*!*],  1797, 

Earliament-ftreet,  Mar.  27,  1797. 

Early  this  morning  captain  L>rew, 
of  the  45th  regiment,  arrived  from 
the  bland  of  Trinidad,  with  a  dif- 
patch  from  lieutenant-general  fir 
R.  Abercromby,  K.  B.  to  the  right 
honourable  Henry  Dundas,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy. 

Head  Quarters,  Trinidad , 
Feb.  27,  1797. 

Sir, 

On  my  arrival  in  this  country,  I 


did  not  fail  to  lay  before  the  admi¬ 
ral  my  inftructions,  and  to  confulfc 
with  him  upon  the  means  to  carry 
them  into  execution.  I  found  in 
him  every  defire  to  co-operate  in 
the  execution  of  the  views  to  which 
they  are  directed.  The  arrival  of 
part  of  the  convoy  from  England 
enabled  us  to  proceed  with  confi¬ 
dence  in  our  operations  ;  therefore, 
as  foon  as  the  troops  could  be  col¬ 
lected  from  the  different  iflands, 
which  were  ordered  to  rendezvous 
at  Curia^ou,  the  admiral  failed  from 
Martinique,  which  iftand  he  left 
\  with 
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with  bis fquadron  on  the  12th  in- 
fiant. 

The  precision  with  which  the  ad- 
miral  had  given  his  orders  to  afle ru¬ 
ble  the  ihips  of  war  and  tranfports, 
left  11s  not  a  moment  of  delay.  On 
the  15th,  in  the  morning,  the  fleet 
failed  from  Curiacou;  on  the  16 tig 
in  the  afternoon,  it  paffed  through 
the  Bocas,  or  entrance  into  the  Gulf 
©f  Paria,  where  we  found  the  Spanifh 
admiral,  with  four  fail  of  The  line 
and  a  frigate,  at  anchor,  under  cover 
of  the  if  land  of  Gafpargrande,  which 
was  fortified, 

Our  fquadron  worked  up,  and 
came  to  anchor  oppofite  to,  and 
nearly  within  gun-fhot  of  the  Spa¬ 
nish  Ihips.  The  frigates  and  tranf¬ 
ports  were  ordered  to  anchor  higher 
np  in  the  bay,  and  at  the  diftanee 
nearly  of  five  miles  from  the  town 
of  Port  d’Efpagne.  The  difpofition 
was  immediately  made  for  landing 
at  daylight  next  morning,  and  for  a 
general  attack  upon  the  town  and 
ihips  of  war. 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning 

O 

of  the  17th,  we  perceived  the  Spa- 
inih  fquadron  to  be  on  f  re  ;  the 
Ships  burnt  with  great  fury,  one 
line  of  battle  of  flip  excepted,  which 
efcaped  the  conflagration,  and  was 
taken  polTeflion  of  at  daylight  in 
the  morning,  by  the  boats  from  our 
fleet ;  the  enemy  at  the  fame  time 
evacuated  the  ifland,  and  abandoned 
that  quarter. 

This  Unexpected  turn  of  affairs 
directed  our  whole  attention  to  the 
attack  of  the  town.  The  troops 
were  immediately  ordered  to  land, 
and,  as  loon  as  a  few  hundred  men 
could  be  got  on  fliore,  about  four 
miles  to  the  weftward  of  it,  we  ad¬ 
vanced,  meeting  with  little  or  no 
refiftance.  Before  night  we  were 
maflyrs  of  Port  d’Efpagne  and  the 


neighbourhood,  two  fmall  forts  ex¬ 
cepted.  In  the  morning  a  capitu¬ 
lation  was  entered  into  with  the  go¬ 
vernor  Don  Chacon,  and  in  the 
evening  all  the  Spanifh  troops  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  the  whole  co¬ 
lony  paffed  under  the  dominion  of 
his  Britannic  majefty. 

Copies  of  the  capitulation,  of  the 
Cores  and  provifions  taken,  are  here¬ 
with  tranfmitted. 

It  is  a  peculiar  latisfaClia,n  to  me 
that  there  is  no  lift  of  killed  or 
wounded  ;  lieutenant  Villeneuve,  of 
the  8th  regiment  of  foot,  who  was 
brigade  major  to  brigadier  general 
Hompefch,  being  the  only  perfon 
who  was  wounded,  and  he  is  fmee 
dead  of  his  wounds. 

From  the  admiral  I  have  expe¬ 
rienced  every  poffible  co-operation. 
Captain  Woolley,  of  his  majeftv’s 
lb  ip  the  Arethufa,  and  captain 
Wood,  of  the  Favourite  floop  of  war, 
who  had  been  fent  to  reconnoitre  in 
the  Gulf  of  Paria,  afforded  us  mi¬ 
nute  information  of  the  fituation  of 
the  enemy  previous  to  cur  arrival. 
Captain  Woolley,  who  di reeled  the 
difembarkation,  the  wed  all  the  zeal 
and  intelligence  which  I  have  ex- 
perienced  from  him  on  former  oc- 
caflons.  To  lord  Craven,  who 
begged  to  attend  the  expedition,  I 
am  indebted  for  great' zeal  and  ex¬ 
ertion. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Soter,  who  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  this 
country,  has  been,  .and  continues 
to  be,  of  very  great  ufe  to  me.  I 
fhould  not  do  juftice  to  his  general 
character,  if  I  did  not  take  this 
opportunity  to  exp  refs  it.  My  aid- 
de-camp,  captain  Drew,  of  the  45th 
regiment,  will  have  the  honour  to 
deliver  this  letter ;  he  has  ferved 
long  in  this  country,  and  is  capable 
to  give  fuch  further  information  as 
Cl  may 
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may  be  required.  I  humbly  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  his 
.  majeffy's  favour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  Abercrqmby,  K.  B. 

Articles  of  Capitulation  for  the  fur- 
tender  of  the  if  and  of  Trinidad, 
between  his  excellency  fir  Ralph 
Ahercromhy ,  K.  B.  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Britannic  nmyeftys 
land  forces  ;  his  excellency  Henry 
Harvey ,  efq.  rear  admiral  of  the 
red ,  and  commander  in  chief  of 
his  Britannic  majefys  flips  and 
vefels  of  war  ;  and  his  excellency 
ID  on  J of ef  Maria  Chacon ,  knight 
of  the  order  of  Calatrava ,  bri¬ 
gadier  of  the  royal  navy ,  governor 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
if  and  of  Trinidad  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies,  infpcctor  general  of  the 
troops  of  its  gar  r  if  on  t  fyc.  4’C.  SfC_. 

Art.  I.  The  officers  and  troops 
of  his  catholic  majefty,  and  his  al¬ 
lies,  in  the  iiland  of  Trinidad,  are 
to  furrender  themfelves  prifeners 

of  war,  and  are  to  deliver  ud  the 

7  '•-1 

territory,  forts,  buildings,  arms,  am¬ 
munition,  money,  effects,  plans,  and 
bores,  with  exact  inventories  there¬ 
of,  belonging  to  his  catholic  ma¬ 
jefty  ;  and  they  are  thereby  tranf- 
fe.rred  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  in 
the  fame  manner  and  poffeffion  as 
has  been  held  heretofore  by  bis  faid 
catholic  majefty. 

Art.  U.  The  troops  of  his  -ca¬ 
tholic  majefty  are  to  march  out  with 
the  honours. of  war,  and  to  lay  down 
;their  arms,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
hundred  paces  from  the  forts  they 
.occupy,  at  five  o'clock  this  evening, 
$the  1 8  th  of  February. 

Art.  111.  All  the  officers  and 
droops  aid  re  la  id  of  his  catholic  nia? 
^efty  are  allowed  to  keep  tbeip  pri- 
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vate  effieds,  and  the  officers  are 
allowed  to  wear  their  fwords. 

Art.  IV.  Admiral  Don  Sebaftian 
Ruiz  de  Apodaca,  being  on  fhore 
in  the  iiland,  after  having  burnt  and 
abandoned  his  fhips,  he,  with  the 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  the 
fquadron  under  his  command,  are 
included  in  this  capitulation,  under 
the  fame  terms  as  are  granted  to  hi* 
catholic  majeby’s  troops. 

Art.  V.  As  foon  as  fhips  can  be 
conveniently  provided  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  the  pnfoners  are  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  Old  Spain,  they  remaining 
pnfoners  of  war  until  exchanged 
by  a  cartel  between  the  two  nations,, 
or  until  the  peace  ;  it  being  clearly 
under  flood,  that  they  fhall  not  ferve 
againfl  G reart,  Britain  or  her  allies, 
until  exchanged. 

Art,  VI.  rI1i  ere  being  fome  offi¬ 
cers  among  his  catholic  majefty  A 
troops,  whofe  private  affairs  require 
their  prefence  at  different  places  of 
the  continent  of  America,  fuch  of¬ 
ficers  are  permitted  to  go  upon  their 
parole  to  the  faid  places  for  fix: 
months,  more  or  less,  after  which 
period  they  are  to  return  to  Europe  ; 
but  as  the  number  receiving  this 
indulgence  muff  be  limited,  his 
excellency  Don  Chacon  will  pre- 
vioufly  deliver  to  the  Britifh  com¬ 
manders  a  lift  of  their  names, 
rank,  and  places  which  they  are 
going  to. 

Art.  VII.  The  officers  of  the 
royal  adminiffration,  upon  the  deli¬ 
very  of  ftores  with  which  they  are 
charged,  to  fuch  off) cere  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Britifh  comman¬ 
ders,  will  receive  receipts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cuiiom  in  like  cafes,  from 
the  officers  f’o  appointed  to  receive 
the  bores. 

Art,  VI  If.  All  the  private  pro¬ 
perty  pi  the  inhabitants,  as  well 
*  l  Spaniard# 
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Spaniards  as  fuch  as  may  have 
been  naturalized,  is  preferved  to 
them. 

Art,  IX.  All  public  records  are 
to  be  preferved  in  fuch  courts  or 
offices  as  they  are  now  in,  and  eJl 
contra&s  or  purchafes  between  in¬ 
dividuals,  which  have  been  done 
according  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  are 
to  be  held  binding  and  valid  by  the 
Britiffi  government. 

Art.  X.  The  Spanifh  officers  of 
adminiftration,  who  are  poffieffied  of 
landed  property  in  Trinidad,  are 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  ifland, 
they  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
to  his  Britannic  majefty ;  and 
they  are  further  allowed,  ffiould 
they  pleafe,  to  fell  or  difpofe  of 
their  property,  and  to  retire  elfe- 
where. 

Art.  XL  The  free  exercife  of 
their  religion  is  allowed  to  the  in¬ 
habitants. 

Art.  XII.  The  fr^e-coloured  peo¬ 
ple,  who  have  been  acknowledged 
as  fuch  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  fhall 
be  protected  in  their  liberty,  per- 
fons,  and  property,  like  other  inha¬ 
bitants  ;  they  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  demeaning  them- 
felves  as  becomes  good  and  peace¬ 
able  fubjects  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty. 

Art.  XIII.  The  failors  and  fol- 
diers  of  his  catholic  majefty  are, 
from  the  time  of  their  laying  down 
their  arms,  to  be  fed  by  the  Britiffi 
government,  leaving  the  expence  to 
be  regulated  by  the  cartel  between 
the  two  nations. 

Art.  XIV.  The  fiek  of  the  Sna- 

A 

nifh  troops  will  be  taken  care  of, 
but  to  be  attended,  and  to  be  under 
the  iufpeeUon  of  their  own  fur- 
geons.  / 

Art.  XV.  All  the  inhabitants  of 
Trinidad  fhall,  within  thirty  days 


from  the  date  hereof,  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty,  to  demean  themfelves  quietly 
and  faithfully  to  his  government, 
upon  pain,  in  cafe  of  non-compli¬ 
ance,  of  being  fent  away  from  the 
ifland. 

Done  at  Port  d’Efpagne,  in  the 
ifland  of  Trinidad,  the  18th  day  of 
February,  1797. 

Ralph  Abercromby. 

Henry  Harvey. 

Joseph  Maria  Chacon. 

Return  of  the  Spaniffi  garrifon 
of  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  made 
prifoners  of  war,  Feb.  18,  1797. 
Royal  artillery.  — -1  captain,  1 
lieutenant,  43  non-commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers',  drummers,  and  privates. 

Engineers.- — 1  brigadier,  2  cap¬ 
tains,  1  fubaltern. 

Trinidad  regiment.— 2  lieutenant- 
colonels,  2  captains,  15  fubal terns, 
1  adjutant,  2  enfigns,  I  furgeon,  1 
chaplain,  504  non-commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers,  drummers,  and  privates. 

French  officers.  —1  lieutenant- 
colonel,  3  captains,  1  fubaltern,  2 
engineers. 

Fifty  men,  fick  in  general  hof- 
pital.  j0HN  Hope,  Adj.  Gen. 

Return  of  the  naval  officers  andfea- 
men  made  prifoners  of  war  at  the 
capture  of  Trinidad,  February 

18,  i797-_ 

1  chef  d’efcadre. 

1  brigadier. 

5  captains  of  line  of  battle  ffiips. 

3  captains  of  frigates. 

7  lieutenants  of  line  of  battle  fliips. 

74  officers  of  all  other  defcriptions. 

91  officer?. 

581  marines. 

1032  teamen. 

1613  total  of  marines  and  feamen. 

(Signed)  John  Hope,  Adj.  Gen. 

Lift 


t 
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Lift  of  fliips  of  war  burnt  and  captured  in  Shaggaramus  Bay,  in  the  Gulf 
ofParia,  February  17,  1797,  by  the  fquadron  under  the  command  of 
rear  admiral  Harvey. 


San  Vincente,  84 

Gallarado,  74 

Arrogante,  74 

San  Damafo,  74 
Santa  Cecilia,  36 


R.  A.  Don  Sebaftian  Ruiz  de  ApodacaA 
Captain  Don  Geronimo  Mendoza.  (  p 

Don  Gabriel  Sorondo.  |  3 

Don  Raphael  Renafa.  ,  J  ^ 

Don  Toref  Jordan, — captured. 

Don  Manuel  Urtefabel, — burnt. 


London  Gazette  Extraordinary , 
Monday ,  06t,  16,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Oct.  16. 
Captain  Fairfax,  of  the  Venerable, 
arrived  early  this  morning  with 
difpatches  from  Adam  Duncan, 
efq.  admiral  of  the  blue,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  his  majefty’s 
fhips,  & c.  employed  in  the  north 
fea,  to  Evan  Nepean,  efq.  fecre- 
tary  of  the  admiralty,  of  which 
the  following  are  copies. 

Venerable,  at  fea ,  0£l.  13,  1797, 
off  the  Coaft  of  Holland, 

Sir, 

Be  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  admiralty, 
that,  judging  it  of  confequence 
their  lordfhips  fnould  have  as  early 
information  as  poffible  of  the  defeat 
of  the  Dutch  fleet  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  admiral  De  Winter,  I 
difpatched  the  Rofe  cutter  at  three 
P.  M.  on  the  12th  (11th)  inftant, 
with  a  ftiort  letter  to  you,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  action  was  ended.  I 
have  now  further  to  acquaint  you, 
for  their  lordthips’  information,  that 
in  the  night  of  the  10th  inflant, 
after  I  had  lent  away  my  letter  to 
you,  of  that  date,  I  placed  my 
fquadron  in  fuch  fituation  as  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  returning 
to  the  Texel,  without  my  falling  in 
with  them.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the 


morning  of  the  11th  I  got  fight  of 
captain  Trollope’s  fquadron,  with 
fignals  flying  for  an  enemy  to  lee¬ 
ward  ;  I  immediately  bore  up,  and 
made  the  fignal  for  a  general  chace, 
and  foon  got  fight  of  them,  form¬ 
ing  in  a  line  on  the  larboard  tack 
to  receive  us,  the  wind  at  N.  W. 
As  we  approached  near  I  made  the 
fignal  for  the  fquadron  to  fhorten 
fail,  in  order  to  conned:  them ; 
foon  after  1  faw  the  land  between 
Cainperdown  and  Egmont,  about 
nine  miles  to  leeward  of  the  enemy, 
and  finding  there  was  no  time  to  be 
loft  in  making  the  attack,  I  made 
the  fignal  to  bear  up,  break  the 
enemy’s  line,  and  engage  them  to 
leeward,  each  (hip  her  opponent, 
by  which  I  got  between  them  and 
the  land,  whither  they  were  faft  ap¬ 
proaching.  My  fignals  were  obey¬ 
ed  with  great  promptitude,  and 
vice-admiral  Onflow,  in  the  Mo¬ 
narch,  bore  down  on  the  enemy’s 
rear  in  the  moft  gallant  manner, 
his  divifion  following  his  example, 
and  the  action  commenced  about 
forty  minutes  paft  twelve  o’clock. 
The  Venerable  foon  got  through 
the  enemy’s  line,  and  l  began  a 
clofe  action,  with  my  divifion  on 
their  van.  which  tailed  near  two 
hours  and  a  half,  when  I  obferved 
all  the  malls  of  the  Dutch  admiral’s 
flup  to  go  by  the  board ;  the  was, 
however,  defended  for  feme  time 
in  a  moft  gallant  manner  j  but 
*  I  2  being 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


116* 

being  overpreffed  by  numbers,  her 
colours  were  (truck,  and  admiral 
De  Winter  was  loon  brought  on 
board  the  Venerable.  On  looking 
around  me,  I  obferved  the  (hip 
bearing  the  vice- admiral’s  flag  was 
alfo  difmatled,  and  had  furrender- 
ed  to  vice-admiral  Onflow;  and 
that  many  others  had  likewife 
ftruck.  Finding  we  were  in  nine 
fathoms  water,  and  not  farther  than 
five  miles  from  the  land,  my  at¬ 
tention  was  fo  much  taken  up  in 
getting  the  heads  of  the  difabled 
(hips  off  there,  that  I  was  not  able 
to  diftinguifli  the  number  of  ffffps 
captured;  and  the  wind  having 
been  conftantly  on  the  land  fince, 
we  have  unavoidably  been  much 
difperfed,  fo  that  I  have  not  been 
able  to  gain  an  exad  account  of 
them :  but  we  have  taken  poffeffion 
of  eight  or  nine ;  more  of  them 
had  ftruck,  but  taking  advantage 
of  the  night,  and  being  fo  near 
their  own  coaft,  they  fucceeded  in 
getting  off,  and  fome  of  them  were 
feen  going  into  the  Texel  the  next 
morning. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure 
and  fatisfadion  I  make  known  to 
their  lordfhips  the  very  gallant  be¬ 
haviour  of  vice-admiral  Onflow, 
the  captains,  officers,  feamen,  and 
marines’  of  the  fquadron,  wffio  all 
appeared  actuated  with  the  truly 
Britifli  fpirit,  at  leaft  thofe  that  I 
bad  an  opportunity  of  feeing. 

One  of  the  enemy's  fliips  caught 
fire  in  the  adion,  and  drove  very 
near  the  Venerable ;  but  I  have 
the  pleafure  to  fay  it  was  ex- 
tinguilhed,  and  (he  is  one  of  the 
fhips  in  our  poffeffion.  The  fqua¬ 
dron  has  buffered  much  in  their 
malts,  yards,  and  rigging,  and 
many  of  them  have  loft  a  number 
of  men ;  however  in  no  proportion 


to  that  of  the  enemy.  The  carnage 
on  board  the  two  (hips  that  bore 
the  admirals'  flags  has  been  bevond 
all  defeription  ;  they  have  bad  no 
lefs  than  250  men  killed  a.nd 
wounded  on  board  of  eacii  fhip ; 
and  here  1  have  to  lament  the  Ioffe 
of  captain  Burgefs,  of  his  majefty’s 
(hip  the  Ardent,  who  brought  that 
(hip  into  abtion  in  the  moft  gallant 
and  mafterly  manner,  but  was  un¬ 
fortunately  killed  icon  after.  How¬ 
ever,  the  ffiip  continued  the  adion 
clofe,  until  quite  difabled.  The  pub¬ 
lic  have  loft  a  good  and  gallant  offi¬ 
cer  in  captain  Burgefs,  and  I,  with 
others,  a  ftneere  friend. 

Captain  Trollope's  exertions  and 
active  good  conduct,  in  keeping 
fight  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  until  i 
came  up,  have  been  truly  merito¬ 
rious,  and,  I  trult,  will  meet  a  juft 
reward. 

I  fend  this  by  captain  Fairfax, 
by  whofe  able  advice  I  profited 
much  during  the  action,  and  who 
will  give  their  lordftiips  any  fur¬ 
ther  particulars  they  may  wifii  to 
know. 

As  moft  of  the  fliips  of  the  fqua¬ 
dron  are  much  difabled,  and  feve- 
ral  of  the  prizes  difmafted,  I  (hall 
make  the  beft  of  my  way  with  them 
to  the  Nore. 

I  herewith  tranfmit  you  a  lift  of 
killed  and  wounded,  on  board  fuch 
of  the  fquadron  as  I  have  been 
able  to  colled;  a  lift  of  the  ene¬ 
my's  fleet  oppofed  to  ray  fquadron, 
and  my  line  of  battle  on  the  day  of 
adion.  I  am,  fir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Adam  Duncan. 

A  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  the  fliips  of  admiral  Dun¬ 
can’s  fquadron,  in  an  adiop  with 

The 
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the  Dutch,  on  nth  of  October, 
1797- 

Venerable.  13  feamen,  2  ma¬ 
rines,  killed;  6  officers,  52  feamen, 
4  marines,  wounded. — Total  77. 

Monarch.  2  officers,  34  feamen, 
killed;  0  officers,  79  feamen,  12 
marines,  wounded. — Total  136. 

Bedford.  2  midfhipmen,  26  Tea¬ 
men,  2  marines,  killed;  1  lieute¬ 
nant,  37  feamen,  3  marines,  wound¬ 
ed.— -Total  71. 

Powerful.  8  feamen,  2  marines, 
killed ;  4  officers,  74  feamen  and 
marines,  wounded.— Total  88. 

Ms.  1  learn  an,  1  maiine,  killed  ; 
3  officers,  18  feamen,  wounded.— 
Total  23.  - 

Ardent.  2  officers,  33  feamen,  6 
marines,  killed ;  8  officers,  85  fea¬ 
men,  11  marines,  3  boys,  wounded. 
* — Total  148. 

Agincourt.  None  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed. 

Beliiqueux.  2  officers,  20  fea¬ 
men,  3  marines,  killed;’  3  officers, 
63  feamen,  12  marines,  wounded. — 
Total  103. 

Lancafter.  3  feamen  killed ;  2 
officers,  13  feamen,  3  marines, 
wounded. — Total  21. 

Triumph.  25  feamen,  3-marines, 
l  boy,  killed;  5  officers,  50  feamen 
and  marines,  wounded.— Total  84. 

Officers  killed. 

Monarch.  Mr.  J.  P.  Tindall, 
and  Mr.  Moyle  Finlay,  midfhipmen. 

Ardent.  Captain  Burgefs,  Mr. 
Michael  Dunn,  mailer. 

Beliiqueux.  Lieutenant  Robert 
Webber,  Mr.  James  Milne,  matter’s 
mate. 

Lift  and  difpofition  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  on  the  1 1  th  of  October,  1 797. 

Van. 

Vice-admiral  Reyntjes,  com¬ 
mander. 


Cerberus.  Captain  Jacobfon,  68 
guns,  450  men. 

Delft.  Captain  Verdoon,  56  guns, 
375  men.  Taken. 

Jupiter.  Vice-admiral  Reyntjes 
and  rear-admiral  Meufes,  74  guns, 
559  men.  Taken. 

Alkmaar.  Captain  Kraft,  56 
guns,  350  men.  Taken. 

Haarlem,  captain  Wiggerts,  68 
guns,  45°  men.  Taken.' 

Munnikkendam,  captain  Lancas¬ 
ter,  44  guns,  270  men.  Taken. 

Heldin,  capt.  Dumifnilde  L’Es- 
trille,  32  guns,  230  men. 

Daphne  brig,  lieutenant  Fre¬ 
dericks,  18  guns,  98  men. 

Centre. 

Admiral  De  Winter,  commander 
in  chief. 

Waftenaar,  captain  Holland,  64 
guns,  450  men.  Taken. 

Batavier,  captain  Souters,  56 
guns.,  350  men. 

Vryheid  (the  Liberty),  admiral 
De  Winter  Van  Roffem,  74  guns, 
550  men.  Taken. 

States  General,  rear-admiral 
Story,  74  guns,  550  men. 

Leyden,  captain  Mufquetier,  68 
guns,  450  men. 

Mars,  captain  Kolff,  44  guns,  400 

men. 

Waak  faam  held,  captain-lieute¬ 

nant  Nicrop,  24  guns,  150  men. 

Minerva,  captain  Eilbracht,  24 
guns,  150  men. 

Galatea  brig,  lieutenant  Rivery, 
18  guns,  98  men. 

Atalanta  brig,  lieutenant  Piets, 
18  guns,  98  men. 

Rear, 

Rear-admiral  Bloys,  commander. 

Admiral  de  Vries,  captain  Zegers, 
68  guns,  450  men.  Taken. 

Hercules,  captain  Van  Ryfoorfy 
64  guns,  450  men.  Taken. 

*  I  3  Brutus. 
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Brutus,  rear-admiral  Bloys,  74 
guns,  550  men. 

Befchermer,  captain  Ilinxtt,  56 
guns,  350  men. 

Gelykheid  (the  Equality),  capt. 
Ruyfen,  68  guns,  450  men-  Taken. 

Arnbufcaae,  captain-lieut.  Iiuys, 
32  guns,  270  men. 

Ajax  brig,  lieutenant  Arkenbout, 
18  guns,  98  men. 

Haasje  (Avifo),  lieutenant  Har- 
tenfeld,  6  guns,  35  men. 

Adam  Duncan. 

N.  B.  Another  line  of  battle  (hip, 
reported  to  be  taken,  name  un¬ 
known. 

Difpofition  of  the  fquadron,  in  the 

order  of  battle,  on  the  11th  of 
Odtober,  1797. 

Larboard,  or  lee  divifion. 
Bichard  Onflow,  efq.  vice-admiral 
of  the  red,  commander. 

1.  Ruffel,  Henry  Trollope,  capt. 
74  guns,  590  men. 

2.  Director,  William  Bligb,  capt. 
64  guns,  491  men. 

3.  Montague,  John  Knight,  capt. 
74  guns,  590  men. 

4.  Veteran,  George  Gregory, 
captain,  64  guns,  491  men, 

5.  Monarch,  vice-admiral  On¬ 
flow,  Edward  O’Bryen,  captain,  74 
guns,  599  men. 

6.  Powerful,  William  O’Bryen 
Drury,  captain,  74  guns,  590  men. 

7.  Monmouth,  James  Walker, 
captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

8.  Agincourt,  John  Williamfon, 
captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

Repeaters. 

Beaulieu  frigate — cutters,  Rofe, 
King  George,  Adtive,  Diligent- 
Speculator  lugger. 

Starboard,  or  weather  divifion. 

Adam  Duncan,  efq.  admiral  of 
the  blue,  and  commander  in  chief, 
A  Co  &c.  &c. 

*  Monarch.  Powerful. 


9.  Triumph,  William  Henry 
Ellington,  capt.  74  guns,  640  men. 

10.  Venerable,  admiral  Duncan, 
William  George  Fairfax,  capt.  74 
guns,  593  men. 

11.  Ardent,  Richard  R.  Burges, 
capt.  64  guns,  491  men. 

12.  Bedford,  fir  Thomas  Byard, 
capt.  74  guns,  590  men. 

13.  Lancafler,  John  Wells,  capt, 
64  guns,  491  men. 

14.  Belliqueux,  John  Inglis,  capt. 
64  guns,  491  men. 

15.  Adamant,  William  Hotham, 
capt.  50  guns,  343  men. 

16.  Ifis,  William  Mitchel,  capt. 
50  guns,  343  men. 

Repeaters. 

Circe  frigate. — Martin  Hoop. 

Adam  Duncan. 

Venerable ,  off  Orfordnefs , 

Sir,  0ct '  I5’  U97- 

In  addition  to  my  letter  of  the 
13th  inflan t,  containing  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  action  of  the  11th, 
and  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
fend  away  until  this  day,  I  have  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  lords  eommiflioners  of  the 
admiralty,  that,  from  the  wind  con¬ 
tinuing  to  blow  on  the  Dutch  coaft, 
the  Ihips  have  had  great  difficulty 
in  keeping  off  the  fhore,  and  that 
we  have  unavoidably  been  feparated. 
On  Friday  lafl  the  wind  blew  ftrong 
from  the  WSW.  to  the  WNW.  and 
continued  fo  to  do  until  Saturday 
morning ;  it  then  fhifted  to  the 
north,  when  I  made  the  fignal  to 
wear,  flood  to  the  weft  ward,  and 
fortunately  anchored  here  laft  even¬ 
ing,  the  Venerable  being  fo  leaky, 
that  with  all  her  pumps  going,  we 
could  but  juft  keep  her  free. 
This  morning  I  obferved  the  fliips 
named  in  the  margin*  at  anchor 

Lancafler.  Beaulieu. 

near 
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near  us,  three  near  the  Kentirti- 
knock,  and  three  in  Hofley-bay.  The 
wind  is  at  MW.  and  much  againft 
the  difabled  (hips  ;  I  have  therefore 
fent  the  Lancafter  and  Beaclieu  out 
to  render  them  afliftance. 

Sir  Thomas  Williams,  in  the  En- 
dymion,  who  joined  me  the  day 
after  the  a&ion,  1  alfo  fent  in  there, 
to  keep  by  and  aflift  the  difabled 
fliips ;  and  I  am  informed,  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  he  fell 
in  with  a  Dutch  fhip  of  the  line 
off  the  Texel,  and  had  engaged 
her,  but  I  have  not  heard  the  par¬ 
ticulars. 

I  am,  fir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Adam  Duncan. 
Evan  Nepean,  efq. 

The  following  is  the  account  of  this 
important  victory,  as  given  to 
the  Dutch  government  by  ad¬ 
mirals  De  Winter  and  Story. 

<£  With  the  deepeft  impreflion  of 
grief  I  inform  you,  that  yefterday 
morning,  October  11,  we  difeover- 
ed  the  Englifh  fleet.  I  imme¬ 
diately  formed  into  a  line  of  battle 
on  thd  {larboard  tack,  and  did 
•every  thing  in  my  power  to  keep 
the  ihips  as  clofe  together  as  pof- 
fible  ;  but  my  orders  for  this  pur- 
pofe  could  not  be  completely  obey¬ 
ed,  on  account  of  the  unfteadinefs 
of  the  wind,  the  high  fea,  and  the 
bad  failing  of  forne  of  the  veiTels. 
At  eleven  o’clock  the  enemy  at¬ 
tacked  the  rear  of  the  line,  which 
they  broke  through  with  great  re- 
folution.  This  1  faw  with  fome 
pleafure,  becaufe  I  always  enter¬ 
tained  hopes  that  the  reft  of  the 
fleet  would  clofe  up,  and  therefore 


I  made  a  fignal  to  the  headmoft 
fliips  to  flacken  fail.  This,  how¬ 
ever  was  of  no  avail.  We  came 
into  action  fucceflively  in  an  ir¬ 
regular  manner.  My  fhip  was  en¬ 
gaged  at  one  time  with  two,  and 
afterwards  with  three.  The  Her¬ 
cules,  which  was  the  fecond  in  the 
line  from  me,  took  fire,  and  drove 
towards  me,  by  which  means  I  was 
obliged  to  fhift  my  ftation,  and  ap¬ 
proach  a  fourth  Englifh  fhip,  being 
that  of  the  admiral.  All  my  run¬ 
ning  rigging  was  now  tore  to  pieces, 
and  while  l  was  endeavouring  to 
make  a  fignal  for  fome  of  the  ihips 
to  come  to  my  afliftance,  the  flag¬ 
line  was  /hot  from  my  hand.  In 
the  mean  while  the  Waflenaar,  by 
the  captain  being  wounded  early, 
and  the  iofs  of  a  great  many  people, 
was  obliged  to  ftrike,  as  did  alfo  the 
Haarlem,  the  De  Vries,  the  Delft, 
and  the  Jupiter,  whofe  main-maft 
went  by  the  board.  This  I  was,  in 
fome  meafure  prevented  from  feeing, 
by  the  thicknefs  of  the  fmoke,  and 
the  elefenefs  with  which  I  was  en¬ 
gaged.  Every  thing  being  at  length 
fliot  away,  and  having  loft  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  men,  I  never- 
thelefs  endeavoured  to  force  my 
way  through  the  five  Engliili  fliips, 
with  a  view  of  making  for  port,  or 
of  giving  an  opportunity  to  fome  of 
the  fleet  not  yet  difabled,  to  afford 
me  afliftance,  but  my  attempt  was 
not  fuccefsful.  At  two  o’clock  all 
my  three  mafts  went  overboard, 
but  I  ftill  continued  to  defend  the 
wreck  for  half  an  hour,  when,  hav¬ 
ing  no  further  hope,  feeing  the  reft 
of  the  fliips  at  a  diftance,  and  find¬ 
ing  that  my  flag  was  fliot  away,  I 
ordered  the  people,  one  half  of 
whom  I  had  already  loft,  to  flop 
firing,  and  at  three  o’clock  an  Eng¬ 
lifh  frigate  approached  me,  the 
*14  captain 
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captain  of  which  came  on  board,, 
and  carried  me  to  admiral  Duncan. 
The  Gelykheid  lay  to  the  windward 
of  me.  1  faw  alfo  that  the  made  no 
longer  refinance,  and  had  ceafed 
firing  ;  her  running  rigging  was  all 
in  pieces,  but  why  the  ftruek,  I 
know  as  little  as  I  do  of  the  admiral 
de  Vries,  the  Delft,  and  the  Haar¬ 
lem;  The  Hercules  iofi  her  mizen- 
lnaft,  and  took  fire,  which  brought 
her  as  well  as  me  into  the  midft  of 
the  Englifh  fleet,  and  flie  has  alfo 
been  captured.  With  the  behaviour 
Of  my  officers  and  crew,  1  am  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfied.  1  recommend  them 
to  you  as  men  who  defended  them- 
felves  to  the  laft,  and  continued 
faithful  to  their  admiral.  Both  fide s 
fought  with  fury,  and  many  men 
have  fallen.  The  Englifh  alfo  have 
fuftained  great  lofs.  They  had  re¬ 
tired  to  Yarmouth,  with  nine  fail 
of  the  line,  in  order  to  refit.  On 
Saturday  evening  they  received  in¬ 
telligence  that  we  were  at  fea  ;  on 
Monday  they  again  failed,  having 
re ~ victualled  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  having  received  eight  other 
fops  from  Portfmouth  and  the 
Downs,-  in  the  room  of  the  eight 
■which  vtere  under  repair.  They 
"inn!  altogether  fix  teen  fail  of  the 
line,  among  which  there  was  only 
one  50,  the  greater  part  of  the  reft 
being  fliips  of  74  guns.  Behold 
then  the  moft  unfortunate  day  of  my 
life.  Every  exertion  that  depended 
on  manoeuvres  or  perlonal  courage, 
was  made  by  myfelf  and  many 
•others  on  board,  but  in  vain.  Our 
-enemies  refpect  us  on  account  of 
the  obftinacy  of  our  defence.  No 
.aClion  can  have  been  fo  bloody,  for 
5f  was  fatal  to  us.  1  fhall  have  the 
honour  of  fending  you  a  more  ac¬ 
curate  and  minute  account,  as  fopn 
as  1  find  an  opportunity.  I  at  pre¬ 


feat  take  advantage  of  a  perm  id!  on. 
from  the  Englifh  admiral,  to  give 
you  this  fiiort  notice*  and  to  call 
your  care  and  attention  to  a  number 
of  prifoners,  whofe  bravery  and 
courage  deferved  a  better  fate,  and 
particularly  to  the  crew  of  the  Vry- 
heid.  I  recommend  to  you  the 
poor  widows  and  orphans,  and  the 
wife  and  children  of  my  worthy  cap¬ 
tain  Van  RofTum,  whofe  thigh  was 
foot  off  at  half  pail  two.  He  is 
ftill  alive,  but  there  are  little  hopes 
of  his  recovery.  Two  cadets,  one  / 
of  which  is  my  nephew,  have  each 
loft  the  left  leg  ;  the  reft  of  iny 
officers  are  well.  Cranenburg,  the 
lieutenant  of  marines,  only  is  dead. 
Of  the  fiate  of  the  other  fhips  I  can 
give  no  account,  nor  do  I  know 
what  lofs  they  have  fuftained ;  the 
Englifh  do  not  know  themfelves. 

I  am  informed,  however,  that  vice- 
admiral  ileintjes  has  been  wounded 
alfo,  and  that  he  is  on  board  admiral 
Onflow-  Meurer  is  well,  but  cap¬ 
tain  Holland,  of  the  Waffenaar,  was 
mortally  wounded  in  the  beginning 
of  the  action,  and  loft  a  great  many 
men. 

^  1  trnft  and  hope  that  I  fhall  be, 
permitted  to  return  to  Holland,  in 
order  to  juflify  myfelf  further. 

“  I  am  your  unfortunate 
“  admiral, 

“  De  Winter/* 

Official  letter  of  rear-admiral  S. 

Story,  to  the  Committee  for  Ma¬ 
ritime  Affairs  at  the  Hague. 

a  On  board  the  Sates  General 
06t.  14,  1797. 

eC  After  having  happily  gained 
the  offing  with  the  fqua-dron  of  the 
republic  on  the  7th  of  OH.  we  con¬ 
tinued  to  cruize  along  the  coaft,  by 
making  tacks  towards  the  Tree 
6  '  '  Yeertiea,. 

i  r-.  : .  0 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  »i2j 

*  '  (  \  k 


Teertien.— ■ -We  fell  in  with  no  vef- 
fels  until  the  1  ith,  when,  at  eight 
in  the  morning,  we  were  informed 
by  the  men  upon  the  outlook  at  the 
topgallant-maft-head,  that  the  Eng- 
lhh  fleet,  amounting  to  thirty  fail, 
was  then  to  the  windward  of  ns. 
The  fjgnal  for  preparing  to  engage 
was  immediately  made,  and  after¬ 
wards  that  for  forming  a  line  of 
battle  in  three  divifions  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack.  The  wind  was  then 
NNE.  and  the  village  of  Egmont 
bore  ENE.  diftant  two  leagues  and 
a  half.  The  Englifh  fleet,  which 
bore  down  upon  us  with  the  wind 
abaft,  formed  in  a  line  towards  the 
fouth ;  then  ranged  en  echiquier 
(chequerwife),  it  came  right  upon 
us.  At  half-paft  twelve  began  one 
of  the  molt  obftinate  engagements, 
perhaps,  that  ever  took  place  on  the 
ocean.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  adlion,  the  greater  part  of  the 
Englifh  fleet  broke  through  our  line. 
Two  of  their  largeft  veflels  then  en¬ 
gaged  one  of  ours.  Their  line  con- 
lilted  of  twenty  fliips,  fix  of  which 
carried  84  guns  ;  the  others  were 
74’s  and  64’s.  The  fliips  engaged 
on  both  Tides  throughout  the  whole 
line.  Thus  we  were  attacked  both 
to  windward  and  leeward. 

“  All  veflels,  as  far  as  I  could 
obferve,  fought  with  equal  courage. 
The  behaviour  of  the  officers  and 
crews  is  above  all  praife.  I  engaged 
admiral  Duncan’s  fhip,  and  another 
of  84  guns.  The  States  General 
was  between  thefe  two  veflels,  each 
oi  which  was  not  more  than  the 
length  of  the  fhip  from  us.  The 
fame  thing  took  place  throughout 
all  the  line.  Every  part  of  my  rig¬ 
ging  was  icon  (hot  away  ;  but  we 
got  aftern  of  them  in  fuch  manner, 
that  the  Englilh  admiral  was  obliged 
fo  wear,  and  to  drop  aflern  alio, 

V. :  .  *  •:  *  "•  -  •  - 


All  his  rigging  appeared  ready  to 
give  way,  and  molt  of  it  came  down 
fome  time  after.  The  fhip  of  84 
guns,  with  which  1  ftill  remained 
engaged,  was  immediately  fee  ended 
by  a  74,  in  the  room  of  admiral 
Duncan’s  fhip.  We  maintained  a 
molt  obftinate  aCtion  with  thefe  two 
fliips,  and  continued  fighting  until 
three  o’clock. — -While  we  were  con- 
ilantly  repeating  broadflde  after 
broadflde,  a  fire  broke  out  in  our 
hern  and  between  decks;  but  it  was 
foon  extinguifhed.  Ail  the  fhips 
were  now  fo  much  difabled,  that 
they  could  no  longer  be  managed, 
and  drove  about  in  the  greateft  con- 
fufion.  It  was  no  longer  poflible  to 
Are  a  Angle  gun.  The  ftanding- 
rigging  of  each  maft  was  carried 
away;  the  mails,  topmafls,  and  yards 
were  all  wounded  ;  the  running- 
rigging  was  entirely  /hot  away,  and 
the  fails  all  torn  to  pieces.  I  had 
twenty  killed,  and  forty  feverely 
wounded.  Every  brace  was  fhot 
away  ;  as  were  alfo  the  wheel,  the 
tiller-ropes,  <§rc.  In  a  word,  every 
thing  was  carried  away;  we  had 
fhot  in  every  part  of  the  hull ;  and 
in  this  wretched  hate  we  floated 
about  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves. 

“  New  braces  were  got  up  as 
foon  as  poflible  ;  and  at  four  o’clock 
we  flood  towards  the  Englifh  fleet. 
But  my  officers  then  made  a  report 
to  me,  that  the  flop  was  filling  fail 
with  water ;  and  I  was  under  the 
neceflity  of  fhortening  fail.  The 
evening  fet  in  with  thick  rain,  which 
prevented  us  from  feeing  any  of  our 
fhips,  but  a  few  which  had  formed 
the  rear  of  the  line.  I  then  col¬ 
lected  all  the  veflels  belonging  to 
my  diviflon  that  1  could  difcover.^ 
At  midnight  I  found  1  had  got  to¬ 
gether  eleven  fail.  I  endeavoured, 
with  them,  to  collect  the  remainder 
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of  the  fquadron,  and  Hood  again  to¬ 
wards  the  Englifli  fleet. 

‘4  At  day-break  we  faw  them  to 
windward  of  us,  at  a  fliort  diftance 
aftern.  There  was  then  none  of 
our  fhips  of  the  line  a-head  of  us, 
but  we  obferved  two  fnips  making 
for  the  Texel ;  upon  coming  near 
them,  we  found  they  were  Englifli ; 
they  made  fail,  and  we  were  not  in 
a  condition  to  chafe  them.  1  then 
continued  to  fleer  towards  the  Texel, 
and  I  obferved  the  hulls  of  three 
vefiels  floating  near  the  fpot  where 
the  battle  was  fought.  On  the 
12th,  in  the  evening,  I  got  fafely 
into  the  Texel  with  the  (hips  I  had 
collected. 

Health  and  fraternity, 

“  S.  Story.”. 

The  following  is  a  tranflatlon  of  the 
detailed  official  account  fent  by 
admiral  De' Winter  to  the  Batavian 
government. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  in  the 
year  1707,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  wind  E.  by  N.  blow¬ 
ing  a  light  breeze,  the  Dutch  fleet, 
confiding  of  four  (hips  of  74,  feven 
of  64,  four  of  50,  two  of  44,  two 
of  32,  two  of  24,  four  brigs  of  16 
guns,  and  two  advice-boats,  under 
the  command  of  vice-admiral  De 
Winter,  cleared  the  Texel,  and 
got  fafely  out  to  fea.  On  the  night 
of  the  fame  dav,  and  at  the  dawn 
of  the  fucceeding  morning,  fix  fail 
of  the  Englifli  were  difcovered,  a 
few  miles  to  windward,  the  wind 
being  then  SW.  upon  which  the 
flgnal  for  a  general  chace  was  mad 2 ; 
but  thele  fliips  being  much  fmaller 
in  number,  and  better  lailers  than 
the  Dutch,  gained  fo  much  upon 
their  fleet,  as  well  with  regard  to 
diftance  as  to  the  wind,  that  it 


would  have  been  highly  injudicious 
to  fpread  our  fhips  too  much.  We 
therefore  defifled  from  chafing,  and 
continued  our  courfe,  (landing  out 
more  into  the  offing,  towards  the 
flat  of  the  Meufe,  with  a  view  to 
meet  a  64  gun  (hip,  which  was  ex¬ 
pected  from  thence  tojoin  the  fleet, 
and  alfo  to  encounter  and  give  battle 
to  the  Englifli  fleet,  in  cafe  we 
fliould  fall  in  with  them  in  our 
courfe,  while  fleering  to  the  weft- 
ward. 

On  the  8th,  9th,  and  loth,  the 
wind  continuing  weflerly,  and  very 
variable,  the  Dutch  fleet  worked 
up  a  great  way,  till  within  eight 
German  miles  E.  by  S.  of  Lowe- 
ftoffe,  whilft  five  of  the  Englifli 
(hips,  confiding  of  the  Ruffel,  of 
74,  the  Ifis,  of  50  guns,  the  Beau¬ 
lieu  and  Circe  frigates,  and  Martin 
(loop,  conftantly  kept  to  windward 
of  our  fleet ;  whence  we  concluded, 
that  their  object  was  to  obferve 
our  motions,  and  that  they  had 
probably  fent  advice  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  ports,  in  order  to  collect  their 
fliips,  with  a  view  of  attacking  the 
Dutch  fleet  with  a  fuperior  force. 
Suppoflng  that  the  Englifli  fleet 
was  not  yet  out,  and  this  fmall 
fleet  of  obfervation  becoming  very 
troublefome  to  us,  we  refolved  to 
avail  ourfelves  of  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  in  order  to  detach  the 
beft  failing  fliips  of  the  fleet,  under 
a  prefs  of  fail,  in  hope  of  getting 
to  windward  of  them  by  break  of 
day,  and  thus  enabling  ourfelves  to 
attack,  or  at  lead  chafe  away  thofe 
unwelcome  obfervers ;  but  on  the 
10th  in  the  evening  we  received  in¬ 
formation  by  fome  merchant  fliips, 
that  the  Englifli  fleet,  confiding  of 
15  fail  of  the  line,  frigates,  (loops, 
&c.  making  25  in  the  whole,  was 
at  fea,  at  the  diftance  of  about  ten 

German 
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German  miles  from  us,  to  the  NNE. 
In  confequence  of  tins  intelligence, 
the  order  for  detaching  fome  of  our 
ihips  was  recalled,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fame  night  our  fleet  was  col¬ 
lected,  fo  as  to  be  in  clofe  and  com¬ 
pact  order  at  the  break  of  day. 
The  wind  being  then  NVV.the  Dutch 
fleet  edged  away  to  the  NNE.  for 
the  purpofe  of  reaching  our  place 
of  rendezvous,  off  Camperduyn,  the 
next  day ;  propofmg  to  fail  thence 
in  quefl  of  the  Englifh  fleet,  which 
we  were  alfo  informed  was  fleering 
E.  by  S. directing  its  courfe  towards 
the  Tex  eh 

At  break  of  day,  the  wind  being 
NW.  with  inconftantairs,fqualls,  and 
a  turbulent  high  fea,  the  Batavian 
fleet  was  about  eight  miles  oft  Sche- 
venningen.  Several  of  our  fhips 
being  lent  to  hail  fome  merchant 
fhips,  then  puffing  a-breaft  of  the 
fleet,  and  handing  to  the  S.  and 
SSW.  a  frigate  brought  advice  to 
the  admiral,  that  the  Englifh  fleet 
was  fleering  for  the  Texel.  Being 
perfectly  allured  of  this,  the  admiral 
made  a  fignal  for  all  fhips  to  repair 
to  their  refpeftive  fquadrons,  and  to 
form  clofe  together,  and  then  put 
about  under  eafy  fail,  fleering  E. 
by  N.  andENE.  to  afford  time  for 
thofe  fhips  now  to  leeward  the  fpee- 
dier  to  join  the  fleet,  and  then  to 
hand  in  fhore.  lie  alfo  made  the 
fignal  to  prepare  for  battle ;  the  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  Englifh  fquadron 
continued  hearing  about  NNE. 
under  a  prefs  of  fail,  and  making 
fignals,  whence  we  concluded  that 
they  had  got  fight  of  the  Englifh 
fleet. 

At  half  an  hour  pah  eight,  we 
got  fight  of  the  land,  which  we  dis¬ 
covered  to  be  the  Wykerdyns,  bear¬ 
ing  eaft  at  the  dihance  of  four  to 
five  German  miles  from  us.  At 


this  time  the  fleet  had  again  hauled 
the  wind.  At  nine  o’clock  we  dis¬ 
covered  the  Englifh  fleet,  confift- 
ing  of  about  twenty  fail,  in  the 
NNW.  towards  Kimmen,  at  the 
dihance.  of  four  to  five  German 
miles,  and  coming  down  before  the 
wind ;  a  fignal  for  which  being  im¬ 
mediately  made  by  vice-admiral 
Reyntjes,  admiral  De  Winter  threw 
out  the  fignal  to  form  the  line  of 
battle,  and  one  after  the  other  to 
clofe  to  the  wind,  with  the  larboard 
tack  down ;  whereby  the  rear,  under 
rear-admiral  Bloys,  became  of  courfe 
the  van.  The  Vryheid  braced  her 
topfails  a-back,  to  enable  the  other 
fiiips  more  conveniently  and  fpee- 
dily  to  reach  their  refpe&ive  Rations; 
the  Jupiter,  vice  admiral  Reyntjes, 
alfo  fell  back,  whilft  fome  other 
fhips  were  endeavouring  to  get  into 
their  hations ;  but  rear-admiral 
Bloys  remained  lying  to  windward 
with  his  topfail  aback  ;  although  a 
fignal  was  out  for  his  fquadron  to 
make  more  fail,  and  to  repair  to  its 
fiation  ;  which  fignal  was  duly  an- 
fwered  by  all  the  fhips  of  his  fqua¬ 
dron,  except  his  own.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Englifh  fleet  approached 
within  three  quarters  of  a  German 
mile,  and  then  brought  to,  in  order 
to  arrange  itfe If,  the  wind  being  very 
inconftant,  varying  fometimes  one 
or  two  points.  The  Vryheid  had 
the  misfortune  of  having  her  main- 
topfail-yard  carried  away  by  a 
fquall,  which  obliged  her  to  fet 
the  forefail  and  fome  flayfails,  that 
fhe  might  keep  her  diftance.  In 
the  mean  time  admiral  De  Winter 
made  the  fignal  for  the  fhips  to  clofe 
as  much  as  pofiible,  as  alfo  for  the 
foremoft  fhip  of  the  line  to  fhorten 
fail. 

The  line  of  the  Batavian  fleet  was 
now  formed  ;  but  the  Brutus,  rear- 
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admiral  Bloys  Van  Treflong,  not 
being  in  her  hat  ion,  laid  he  riel  f  in 
the  line  a-head  of  the  Leyden,  the 
Delft  having  fallen  back  below  the 
line  (and  not  being  able  properly  to 
attain  her  ftation  and  diftance  in  any 
other  manner),  was  ordered  by  vice- 
admiral  Reyntjes  to  place  herfelf 
the  hindmoft  Ship  of  the  line,  by 
which  means  the  Batavian  line  be¬ 
came  completely  formed;  but  being 
irregular  as  to  diftance,  the  Signal 
for  doling  as  much  as  poilible  was 
repeated. 

Whilft  fo  doing,  the  Engli/h  fleet 
having  put  itfelf  in  order,  bore 
down  upon  us  before  the  wind.  The 
divifton  of  vice-admiral  Onflow, 
who  was  in  the  Monarch,  being 
lb  me  what  a-head,  that  division,  con¬ 
fiding  of  four  ships  of  74,  three  of 
%,  and  one  of  50  gens,  made  for 
the  rear  of  the  Batavian  line. 
At  the  fame  moment  the  Haarlem 
got  too  clofe  to  the  Jupiter,  which 
fhip  filling  her  main  topfail,  and  the 
Haarlem  backing  all  her  fails,  a 
considerable  diftance  was  thereby 
oecafioned  between  thefe  two  Ships  ; 
and  the  Haarlem,  being  a  very  in¬ 
different  failer,  could  not  fo  ypee- 
<hlv  regain  her  ftation  in  the  line. 

Vice-admiral  Onflow,  profiting 
by  this  circumfiance,  forthwith  led 
with  his  Ship,  the  Monarch,  through 
the  liner,  while  admiral  De  Winter 
made  the  flgnal  to  dire  it  the  fire 
againft  the  advancing  Ships  of  the 
enemy ;  expecting  that  by  forming 
m  clofe  order,  the  Englifh  fleet 
would  be  alfo  obliged  to  form  a 
regular  and  parallel  line  a-breaft  of 
the  Batavian  fleet.  The  Monarch 
thus  running  through  the  line,  gave 
her  Starboard  broadside  to  the  Haar¬ 
lem,  and  the  larboard  to  the  Jupi¬ 
ter;  and  per  contra  a  broadside  was 
r  yven  her  by  the  Munmkkendam 


frigate,  which  had  (lationed  herfelf 
fo  me  what  behind,  yet  without  the 
line,  to  the  leeward  of  the  Jupiter; 
and  fo  well  was  the  Monarch  alfo 
received  by  the  Jupiter,  that  the 
wheel  of  her  helm  was  Shot  away, 
and  the  whole  ihip  considerably  Shat¬ 
tered. 

In  the  interim,  three  English  Ships 
got  along- Side  of  the  Haarlem,  Alk- 
mar,  and  Delft,  whilft  two  others, 
together  with  a  frigate,  pafiedaltern, 
and  feverely  battered  the  Delft  ; 
in  this  manner  thefe  hindmoft  fliips 
became  engaged  on  both  sides,  and 
were  thereby  very  ill-treated,  and 
thrown  into  confufion  in  a  Short 
Space  of  time  ;  to  fuch  a  degree 
indeed,  that  the  Alkmaar  ran  againft 
the  Stern  of  the  Munnikkendam, 
which  frigate  being  already  con- 
fiderably  Shattered,  ufed  her  utmoft 
efforts  to  bear  away,  and  for  a  Short 
time  quit  her  ftation,  that  She 
might  have  the  better  opportunity 
of  repairing  her  damage;  but  being 
almoft  unmanageable  from  the  in¬ 
jury  She  had  Sustained,  and  being 
purfued  by  the  Beaulieu  and  a  Ship 
of  the  line  (fuppofed  the  Agincourt) 
She  was  reduced  to  the  fad  necef- 
fity  of  fubmitting  to  her  more  pow¬ 
erful  opponents;  and,  after  a  valiant 
defence,  the  Delft,  the  Haarlem,  and 
the  Alkmaar,  being  not  only  much 
difabled,  but  in  a  Sinking  condition, 
were  alfo  obliged  to  Strike  to  the 
fuperior  force  of  their  atTailants,  as 
well  as  the  Jupiter,  which  was  at 
once  attacked  by  the  Ruffel,  and  for- 
Silken  by  the  Cerberus. 

At  the  fame  time  the  conflict 
commenced  between  the  division  of 
admiral  Duncan,  confiding  of  three 
Ships  of  74,  four  of  64,  and  one  of 
50  guns,  whereof  the  Venerable 
was  the  foremoft,  which  endeavoured 
to  penetrate  between  rear-admiral 
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Storey,  and  admiral  De  Winter ; 
■but  was  at  fir  ft  fruftrated  in  her  in¬ 
tention  by  the  clofing  of  thefe  divi - 
fions;  unfortunately,  however,  the 
Walfenaar,  being  a  very  heavy  and 
bad  failing  (hip,  could  not  clofe  with 
fufficient  fpeed,  and  being  at  the 
fame  time  attacked  by  the  Powerful, 
of  74  guns,  the  Venerable  fuc- 
ceeded  in  getting  a-ftern  of  the 
States  General,  without  fuftaining, 
much  injury;  whilft  the  Ardent 
attacked  the  Vryhe.id,and  attempted 
to  pafs  in  like  manner ;  the  other 
Engliih  fliips  likewise  exerted  them- 
fielves  to  pafs  the  Hercules  and  de 
Vries,  but  were  prevented  by  the 
clofe  fituation  of  our  (hips. 

The  battle  now  became  general, 
and  one  half  of  the  Engliih  fleet 
being  to  leeward,  and  the  other 
half  to  windward  of  the  Batavian 
line,  the  conflift  was  vigorous  and 
obftinate  on  both  fides;  and,  con- 
fidering  the  feparation  of  the  Eng- 
li(h  line,  and  that  the  part  of  their 
fleet  which  was  lying  to  leeward  fuf- 
fered  confiderably  by  the  tremendous 
fire  they  received  from  our  fiiips 
oppoled  to  them,  and  the  repeating 
frigates  and  brigs,  the  Batavian 
admiral  De  Winter  entertained  great 
hopes  that  victory  would  (as  has 
often  happened)  declare  in  favour  of 
the  Batavian  flag.  In  thefe  ex¬ 
pectations  he  was,  however,  much 
difappointed,  when,  after  being 
overwhelmed  with  clouds  of  fmoke 
and  flames,  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour 
and  a  half,  and  after  having  con¬ 
fiderably  damaged  big  adverfary, 
the  (late  of  the  Dutch  fleet  was  no 
fooner  clear  to  his  fight,  than  he 
had  the  melancholy  profped  before 
his  eyes  of  the  Hercules  on  fire, 
which  obliged  her  to  quit  the  line ; 
whillt  the  Befchermer  alfo  got  be- 
ipi'.e  the  wind,  out  of  the  action,  as 


well  as  the  States  General,  which 
fet  her  forefail,  and  got  on  the.  lee 
fide,  a-head  of  the  Vryheid,  pro¬ 
bably  to  (belter  herfelf  from  the 
flames  of  the  Hercules.  By  this 
movement  the  Vryheid  became  en¬ 
gaged  with  three  Engliih  (hips  ; 
namely,  the  Venerable ;  the  fh-ip 
by  which  the  Hercules  was  batter¬ 
ed;  and  her  own  opponent:  this 
was  alfo  the  cafe  with  the  Gelyk- 
beid  and  Admiral  de  Vries,  who 
were  attacked  by  four  (hips  of  the 
enemy.  They  nevertbelefs,  con¬ 
tinued  all  to  fight  with  great  vigour 
and  bravery. 

The  Wafienaar,  being  very  crank 
and  not  able  to  ule  her  lower  tier  on 
the  ftarboard  fide,  (and  the  Batavia 
not  coming  up,  but  having,  upon 
the  firfit  fire,  run  before  the  wind  to 
leeward  of  the  fleet,)  the  Powerful, 
which  was  lying  a-ftern  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  battered  her  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  flie  was  no  longer  governable. 
Being  thus,  from  the  retreat  of  the 
Batavier,  expofed  to  the  attack  of 
two  (hips,  flie  was  alfo  feen  to  ftrike 
to  the  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy. 
The  Powerful  then  came  up  to  the 
abidance  of  admiral  Duncan’s  fliip, 
which  being  in  a  very  fhattered 
condition,  might  ftill  have  been 
fuccefsfully  attacked  by  three  Bata¬ 
vian  flaps,  the  Brutus,  Leyden,  and 
the  Mars,  at  that  time  formed  in  a 
line  under  Angle  topfails,  and  in 
good  order,  and  having  apparently 
difcomfited  and  repulfed  their  op¬ 
ponents. 

The  battle  ftill  continued  in  the 
rear  of  the  Batavian  line.  The 
Vryheid,  though  quite  furrounded, 
had  the  good  fortune  to  damage  the 
fore-rigging  of  the  Powerful  fo  much, 
that  the  latter  could  not  advance, 
or  perform  any  manoeuvre  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  renewal  of  her  attack. 

The 
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The  Vryheid  being  alio  much  fhat- 
tered,  her  helm  ungovernable,  and 
having  no  longer  an  opportunity  of 
making  any  iignals,  fell  off  herfelf, 
and  was  thereby  fortunately  liberated 
from  the  Hercules,  then  in  flames, 
as  alfo  from  the  joint  attack  of  the 
Powerful  and  Venerable.  The  Bru¬ 
tus,  Leyden,  and  Mars,  coming  op, 
engaged  in  puffing  by  fome  of  the 
Englifh  ffiips,  which  were  much 
ffiattered,  and  endeavouring  to  re¬ 
cover  themfelves ;  they  alfo  ex¬ 
changed  fome  broadfides  with  the 
Venerable ;  but,  neverthelefs,  re¬ 
mained  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  and 
failed  by  the  difabled  ffiips  Vryheid, 
Gelykheid,  and  Admiral  de  Vries, 
without  giving  them  any  other 
affiftance,  or  putting  about  towards 
us. 

At  this  critical jundture,  the  Vry¬ 
heid  was  again  driven  to  leeward, 
within  the  reach  of  the  Englifh 
ffiips ;  thefe  having  now  fomewhat 
recovered  themfelves,  immediately 
furrounded,  and  battered  her  with 
incredible  fury;  this  was  alfo  the 
cafe  with  the  Gelykheid,  then  ly¬ 
ing  to  windward.  The  Mars  made 
fome  attempts  to  lend  them  affi fi¬ 
ance  ;  but  for  want  of  her  being 
fupported  by  the  others,  ffie  alfo 
adopted  the  moft  prudential  con- 
dud,  by  following  the  Brutus  under 
eafy  fail.  Thus  we  found  ourfelves 
forfaken  on  all  Tides,  and  furrounded 
by  the  Englifh  fleet.  The  Vene¬ 
rable  having  put  about,  together 
with  all  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  ftiips, 
ran  a-head  of  the  Vryheid,  already 
engaged  with  two  other  fhips,  and 
fo  vigoroufly  attacked  her,  that  in 
a  few  minutes  all  her  mails  went 
overboard  at  once ;  but,  notwith- 
ftanding  every  thing  being  (hot 
away,  many  guns  difmounted,  and 
about  200  of  her  men  killed  and 


wounded,  ffie  neverthelefs  continued 
her  defence  upwards  of  half  an  hour  ; 
vainly  hoping  that  fuch  of  the  Ba¬ 
tavian  ftiips  as  had  not  fuffered  very 
much  in  the  engagement,  would 
haften  to  the  relief  and  liberation 
of  their  admiral ;  or  that  by  a  wind 
ariftng  from  the  north-v,7eft,  we 
might  be  driven  towards  the  ftiore, 
and  the  Englifh  thereby  be  obliged 
to  defift  from  further  attack;  but 
thefe  hopes  were  foon  evinced  to  be 
momentary  illufions.  The  wind,  on 
the  contrary,  fhifted  to  the  N.  and 
NE,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Batavian  fleet  flood  away  on  the 
other  tack  from  the  Englifh ;  and 
from  the  difaftrous  effects  of  thefe 
combined  caufes,  the  Admiral  de 
Vries,  the  Gelykheid,  the  Hercules 
(which,  while  on  fire,  had  thrown 
her  gunpowder  overboard),  and 
laftly,  the  Vryheid,  were  obliged 
feverally  to  ftrike,  as  neither  of 
them  were  any  longer  manageable, 
and,  being  furrounded  by  a  number 
of  the  enemy's  fhips,  all  further  re- 
flftance  was  rendered  inefTe&ual. 

Thus  the  battle  of  the  11th  of 
October,  1797,  was  ended  by  the 
ceafing  of  the  fire  from  the  Bata¬ 
vian  ihip  Vryheid,  which  to  the  laft 
nobly  contended  to  preferve  what 
file  honourably  loft — the  Batavian 
colours. 

The  bad  fuccefs  of  this  engage¬ 
ment  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  caufes : 

ill.  The  Englifh  force,  although 
equal  in  number,  exceeded  that  of 
the  Batavians  as  to  fhips  of  the 
line. 

ad.  The  Englifh  fhips  having 
been  together  at  fea  during  the 
fpace  of  nineteen  weeks,  the  par¬ 
ticular  capacity  of  all  the  ffiips  wras 
known  to  them,  with  relation  to 
each  other ;  which,  it  muft  be 
7  allowed, 
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allowed,  is  of  the  utmoft  import¬ 
ance  and  advantage  in  nautical 
manoeuvres.  This  was  not  the  cafe 
with  the  Dutch. 

3d.  The  advantage  of  the  attack ; 
and 

4th.  The  early  retreat  of  fix 
Batavian  fhips  from  the  a&ion. 
And  among  thofe  that  remained 
were  four  very  indifferent  failers,  to 
which  may  be  principally  attributed 
the  breaking  of  the  line.  Add  to 
this,  that  having  loft  the  advantage 
of  attack,  and  being  partly  forfaken, 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  lefs  furprize, 
that  the  victory  turned  out  fo  deci- 
iively  in  favour  of  the  Englifh. 
Upon  the  whole,  without  magni¬ 
fying  Batavian  courage  beyond 
what  was  exemplified  in  this  me¬ 
morable  engagement;  and  admit¬ 
ting  that  cafual  circumftances  had 
been  equally  favourable  to  them  as 
to  the  Enghlh,  and  admiral  De  Win¬ 
ter's  fignals  been  obeyed  and  exe¬ 
cuted  with  the  fame  promptitude  as 
admiral  Duncans  were,  it  is  no  im¬ 
probable  conjecture,  that  feme  of 
the  Britifh  fleet  would  at  this  time 
have  been  moored  111  the  Texel,  as 
a  memento  of  Batavian  prowefs, 
and  a  monument  to  the  memory  of 
the  11th  of  G&ober,  1797. 


Narrative  of  the  dreadful  Shipwreck 
of-  Les  Droits  de  VHomme ,  a 
French  ship ,  of  74  gu-ns,  driven 
on  Jhore  on  the  14 th  of  January 
1797,  after  a  fever e  a  61  ion  with 
the  indefatigable  and  Amazon 
frigates,  under  the  command  of 
fir  Edward  Pellew  and  captain 
Remolds.  By  Elias  Pipon ,  lieut. 
«3  d3  'egiment. 


On  the  5th  of  January  1797, 
returning  home  on  leave  of  abfence 
for  the  recovery  of  my  health,  from 
the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  Cumberland 
letter  of  marque,  faw  a  large  man 
of  war  off  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  be¬ 
ing  then  within  four  leagues  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Shannon.  She 
hoifted  Englifh  colours,  and  decoyed 
us  within  gun-fhot,  when  fhe  fub- 
ftituted  the  tri-coloured  flag,  and 
took  us.  She  proved  to  be  Les 
Droits  de  1’Homme,  of  74  guns, 
commanded  by  ci-devant  baron,  now 
citoyen  La  CrofTe,  and  had  fepa- 
rated  from  a  fleet  of  men  of  war, 
on  board  of  which  were  20,000 
troops,  intended  to  invade  Ireland  ; 
on  board  of  this  fhip  was  general 
Humbert,  who  afterwards  effected  a. 
defeent  in  Ireland,  with  900  troops, 
and  600  feamen  *.  On  the  7th  of 
January  went  into  Bantry  Bay,  to 
fee  if  any  of  the  fquadronwvas  Dili 
there,  and  on  finding  none,  the  fhip 
proceeded  fo  the  Southward;  no¬ 
thing  extraordinary  occurred  until 
the  evening  of  the  13th,  when  two 
men  of  war  hove  in  fight,  which 
proved  afterwards  to  be  the  Inde¬ 
fatigable  and  Amazon  frigates.  It 
is  rather  remarkable,  that  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  fhip  fliould  inform  me, 
that  the  fquadron  which  was  going 
to  engage  him,  was  fir  Edward 
Pellew's,  and  declared,  as  was  af¬ 
terwards  proved  by  the  iffue,  “  that 
he  would  not  yield  to  any  two  Eng- 
lifh  frigates,  but  would  fooner  fink 
his  fhip  with  every  foul  on  board  f 
the  fhip  v/as  cleared  for  adion,  and 
we  Englifh  prifoners,  confiding  of 
three  infantry  officers,  two  captains 
of  merchantmen,  two  women  and 
forty-eight  feamen  and  foldiers,  were 


®  Sir  Edward  Pellew  has  told  me  fince,  that  the  official  account  from  France,  on  which 
be  has  received  head-money,  amounted  to  1759  fouls,  at  the  time  of  the  fhipwreck. 

conducted 
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tondu&ed  down  to  the  cable-tier, 

'  / 

at  the  foot  of  the  fore-maft. 

The  adion  began  with  opening 
the  lower-deck  ports,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  were  foon  fhut  again,  on 
account  of  the  great  lea,  (I  muft  here 
obferve,  that  this  (hip  was  built  on  a 
new  conftruction,  considerably  lon¬ 
ger  than  men  of  war  of  her  rate, 
and  her  lower  deck,  on  which  the 
mounted  thirty-two  pounders, 
French,  equal  to  forty  pounders 


Englifh,  was  two  feet  and  a  half 
lower  than  ufual),  which  occafioned 
the  water  to  ruth  in  to  that  degree, 
that  we  felt  it  running  on  the  ca¬ 
bles,  The  fituation  of  the  lhip 
before  the  ft  ruck  on  the  rocks,  has 
been  fully  elucidated  by  Sir  Edward 
Pellew,  in  his  letter  of  the  17th  of 
January  1797,  to  Mr.  Nepean*? 
the  awful  talk  is  left  for  me  to  relate 
what  enfued. 

At  about  four  in  the  morning,  a 

dreadful 


*  To  make  this  narrative  better  underftood,  we  fubjoin  Sir  Edward  Pellew’s  letter 
to  the  lecretary  of  the  admiralty,  dated  January  17,  1797. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  make  known  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords  com* 
Kiiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  on  Friday  lath,  the  13th  inftant,  at  half  paft  noon,  in 
latitude  47  deg  SO  min.  N.  Utharnt  bearing  N.E.  fifty  leagues,  we  difeovered  a  large 
lhip  in  the  N.W.  quarter,  fleering  under  eafy  fail  for  France;  the  wind  was  then  at 
weft,  blowing  hard,  with  thick  hazy  weather.  I  inftant !y  made  the  fignal  to  the  Amazon 
for  a  general  chafe,  and  followed  it  by  the  fignal  that  the  chafe  was  an  enemy.  At 
four  P.M.  the  Indefatigable  had  gained  fufficiently  on  the  chafe  for  me  to  diftinguifii 
very  clearly,  that  file  had  two  tier  of  guns,  with  her  lower-deck  ports  ftiul,  and  that 
Hie  had  no  poop. 

“  At  fifteen  minutes  before  fix,  we  brought  the  enemy  to  clofe  action,  which  conti* 
jnued  to  he  well  fupported  on  both  tides  near  an  hour,  when  we  .unavoidably  {hot 
ahead;  at  this  moment  the  Amazon  appeared  aftern,  and  gallantly  fuppjied  our  place, 
but  the  eagernefs  of  captain  Reynolds  to  fecond  his  friend,  had  brought  him  up  under 
a  prefs  of  fail,  and,  after  a  well  fupported  and  clofe  fire  for  a  little  time,  he  a  1  io  una¬ 
voidably  foot  ahead.  The  enemy,  who  had  nearly  effected  running  me  on  board, 
appeared  to  be  much  larger  than  the  Indefatigable,  and  from  her  v.ery  heavy  fire  of 
mujquetry,  I  believe  was  full  of  men.  This  fire  was  continued  until  the  end  of  the 


ahtion  wdth  great  vivacity,  although  fne  frequently  defended  both  fides  of  the  (hip  at 
the  fame  time. 

“  As  foon  as  we  had  replaced  some  neceffary  rigging,  and  the  Amazon  had  reduced 
her  fail,  we  commenced  a  fecond  attack,  placing  ourfelves,  after  lome  raking  broad- 
tides,  upon  each  quarter  ;  and  this  attack,  often  within  piftol  fiiot,  was  by  both  (hips 
unremitted  fox  above  five  hours;  we  then  flieered  off  to  lecure  our  malts.  It  would 
be  need  lets  to  relate  to  1  heir  lordlhips,  every  effort  that  we  made,  in  an  attack  that 
commenced  at  &  quarter  before  fix  P.M.  and  did  not  ceafe,  excepting  tvt  intervals,  until 
half  paft  four  A. M.  I  believe  ten  hours  of  more  fevere  fatigue  was  Scarcely  ever  ex¬ 
perienced  ;  the  lea  was  high  ;  the  people  on  the  main  deck  up  to  their  middles  in 
water  ;  fome  guns  broke  , their  breechings  four  times  over,  fome  drew  the  ring  bolts  from 
the  fides,  and  many  of  them  were  repeatedly  drawn  immediately  after  loading  ;  all 
our  malts  were  much  wounded,  the  main  top-mail  completely  unrigged,  and  laved  only 
by  uncommon  alacrity. 

u  At  about  twenty  minutes  paft  four,  the  moon  opening  rather  brighter  than  before, 
Ihcwed  to  lieutenant  George  Bell,  who  was  watchfully  looking  out  on  the  forecaftle,  a 
glimpfe  of  the  land  ;  he  had  lcarcely  reached  me  to  report  it,  when  we  law  the 
breakers.  We  were  then  clofe  under  tire  enemy’s  ftarboard  bow, ,  and  the  Amazon  as 
wear  her  on  the  larboard  ;  not  an  inftant  could  be  loft,  and  every  life  depended  upon 
the  prompt  execution  of  my  orders  ;  and  here  it  is  with  heartfelt  plea fure  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  full  value  of  my  officers  and  {hip’s  company,  who  with  incredible  alacrity 
hauled  the  tacks  on  board,  and  made  fail  to  the  fouthward.  The  land  could  not  he 
ascertained;,  but  we  took  it  to  be  Uihant ;  and  in  lire  Bay  of  Bre.it  crippled  as  we  were, 

I  had 
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dreadful  convulfion  at  the  foot  of 
the  fore-maft,  aroufed  us  from  a  ftate 
of  anxiety  for  our  fate,  to  the  idea 
that  the  (hip  was  finking!  It  was 
the  fore-maft  that  fell  over  the  fide  ; 
in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  an  awful 
mandate  from  above  was  re-echoed 
from  all  parts  of  the  fhip,  “  Pauvres 
Anglais  !  pauvres  Anglais  !  Montes 
lien  vite ,  nous  sommes  tous  perdues  !” 
Every  one  rather  flew  than  climbed 
up.  Though  fcarcely  able  before  to 
move,  from  ficknefs,  I  now  tound  an 
energetic  ftrength  in  all  my  frame, 
and  foon  gained  the  upper  deck, 
but  oh,  what  a  fight!  dead,  wounded, 
and  living,  intermingled  in  a  ftate 
too  {hocking  to  defcribe  !  not  a  maft 
Handing,  a  dreadful  loom  of  the  land, 
and  breakers  all  around  us.  The 
Indefatigable,  on  the  ftarboard  quar¬ 
ter,  appeared  Handing  off  in  a  moft 


tremendous  fea,  from  the  Penmark 
Rocks,  which  threatened  her  with 
inftant  deftru£tion.  To  the  great 
humanity  of  her  commander,  thofe 
few  perfons  who  furvived  the  fiiip- 
wreck,  were  indebted  for  their  lives, 
for  had  another  broadfide  been  fired, 
the  commanding  fituation  of  the 
Indefatigable  mult  have  fwept  off  at 
leaft  a  thoufand  men.  On  the  lar¬ 
board  fide,  was  feen  the  Amazon, 
within  two  miles,  juft  ft  ruck  on  the 
lhore — our  own  fate  drew  near.  The 
fhip  ft  ruck,  and  immediately  funk  ! 
fhrieks,  horror,  and  difmay  were 
heard  from  all  quarters,  whilft  the 
mercilefs  waves  tore  from  the  wreck 
many  early  vhftims.  Day-light  ap¬ 
peared,  and  we  beheld  the  fhore 
lined  with  people  who  could  render 
us  no  afiiftance.  At  low  water, 
rafts  were  conftru&ed,  and  the  boats 


I  had  no  particular  fears,  but  before  day  we  again  law  breakers  on  the  lee  bow;  the 
fhip  was  inftantly  wore  to  the  northward  ;  and  being  latisfied  that  the  land  we  had 
before  feen  was  not  Uthant,  the  lingering  approach  ot  day-light  was  molt  anxionfly 
looked  for  by  all,  and  foon  after  it  opened,  teeing  the  land  very  dole  ahead,  we  again 
wore  to  the  fouthward  in  twenty  fathoms  water,  and  a  few  minutes  after  dilcovered  the 
enemy,  who  had  fo  bravely  defended  herjelf,  lying  on  her  broadfide,  and  a  tremendous 
furf  beating  over  her.  The  milerable  fate  of  her  brave,  but  unhappy  crew,  was 
perhaps  the  more  fincerely  lamented  by  U3,  from  the  apprehenfion  ot  fullering  a 
fimilar  misfortune.  We  palled  her  within  a  mile,  in  a  very  bad  condition,  having  at 
that  time  four  feet  water  in  our  hold,  a  great  lea,  and  the  wind  dead  on  fhore,  but  we 
bad  afcertained,  beyond  a  doubt,  our  fituation  to  be  that  of  Hodierne  Bay,  and  that 
our  fate  depended  upon  the  poffible  chance  of  weathering  the  Penmark  Bocks.  Ex- 
haufted  as  we  were  with  fatigue,  every  exertion  was  made,  and  every  inch  of  canvas  fet 
that  could  be  carried,  and  at  eleven  A.M.  we  made  the  breakers,  and,  by  the  bleffing 
of  God,  weathered  the  Penmark  Rocks  about  half  a  mile.  <■ 

u  The  Amazon  had  hauled  her  wind  to  the  northward,  when  we  ftood  to  the  fouth¬ 
ward  ;  her  condition,  I  think,  was  better  than  ours,  and  I  knew  that  her  activity  and 
exertions  were  fully  equal  to  any  that  could  be  effected  under  fimilar  circumftances ; 
the  judgment  with  which  fhe  was  managed  during  fo  long  an  attion,  and  the  gallantry  of 
her  attacks,  could  not  but  merit  the  bigheft  commendation,  and  to  the  heart  *of  a 
friend,  it  was  peculiarly  gratifying.  I  have  full  as  much  realon  to  Ipeak  highly  of  my 
own  officers  and  men,  to  whom  1  owe  infinite  obligations.  The  lieutenants  t  hompfon^ 
Norway,  and  Bell,  lieutenants  O'Connor  and  Wilfon,  of  the  marines,  and  Mr.Thompfon, 
the  matter,  have  abundant  claims  upon  my  gratitude,  as  well  as  every  iwferior  officer 
in  the  fhip.  The  lufferings  of  the  Amazon  are  unknown  to  me  ;  and  I  am  Angularly 
happy  to  fay,  that  my  own  are  inconfiderable.  The  firlt  lieutenant,  Mr.  Thomplon,  a 
brave  and  worthy  officer,  is  the  only  one  of  that  defeription  wounded,  with  eighteen 
men,  twelve  of  which  number  have  wounds  of  no  ferious  confequence,  coufifting 
chiefly  of  violent  coutufions  from  fplinters. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  PELLEW.” 

*  K  got 
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got  in  readiness  to  be  hoifted  out. 
The  dillk  arrived,  and  an  awful  night 
enfued.  The  dawn  of  the  fecund  day 
brought  with  it  ftill  feverer  miferies 
than  the  firft,  for  the  wants  of  nature 
could  hardly  be  endured  any  longer, 
having  been  already  near  thirty 
hours  without  any  means  of  fubfilfc- 
ence,  and  no  poflibility  of  procuring 
them.  At  low  water  a  fmall  boat 
was  hoifted  out,  and  an  Englifh 
captain  and  eight  failors  fucceeded 
in  getting  to  the  Ihore.  Elated  at 
the  fuccefs  of  thefe  men,  all  thought 
their  deliverance  at  hand,  and  many 
launched  out  on  their  rafts,  but  ah  ! 
death  foon  ended  their  hopes. 

Another  night  renewed  our  afflic¬ 
tions.  The  morn  of  the  third  day, 
fraught  with  greater  evils  than  ever, 
appeared ;  our  continued  bufferings 
made  us  exert  the  laft  effort,  and  we 
English  prifoners,  tried  every  means 
to  fave  as  many  fellow-creatures  as 
laid  in  our  power.  Larger  rafts  were 
conftrubted,  and  the  largeft  boat  was 
got  over  the  fide.  The  firft  confi- 
deration  was  to  lav  the  furviving 
wounded,  the  women,  and  helplefs 
men,  in  the  boat;  but  the  idea  of 
equality,  fo  fatally  promulgated 
among  the  French,  loft  them  all 
fubordination,  and  nearly  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  jumped  into  the 
boat,  in  defiance  of  their  officers,  and 
funk  it.  The  moft  dreadful  fea  that 
I  ever  faw,  teemed  at  that  fatal  mo¬ 
ment  to.add  to  the  calamity,  nothing 
of  the  boat  was  fe;en  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  when  the  bodies  floated  in 
•all  directions  ;  then  appeared,  in  all 
the  horrors  of  fight,  the  wreck,  the 
ftiores,  the  dying,  and  the  drowned  ! 
Indefatigable  in  acts  of  humanity, 
an  adjutant-general  (Renier)  launch¬ 
ed  himfelf  into  the  fea,  to  obtain 
iiiccours  from  the  fhore,  and  was 
drowned  in  the  attempt. 


G  IS  TER,  1797. 

Already  nearly  one-half  of  the 
people  iiad  periihed,  when  the  fourth 
night  renewed  in  its  horrors,  all  our 
miferies.  Weak,  diffracted,  and 
wanting  every  thing,  we  envied  the 
fate  of  thole  whole  lifelefs  corpfes 
no  longer  wanted  fuffenance.  The 
fenfe  of  hunger  was  already  loft,  but 
a  parching  thirft  confirmed  our  vital s. 
Recourfe  was  had  to  urine  and  lalt 
water,  which  only  increafed  the  want; 
half  a  liogfhead  of  vinegar  indeed 
floated  up,  and  each  had  half  a  wine 
glafs,  which  gave  a  momentary  re¬ 
lief,  yet  foon  left  us  again  in  the  fame 
ft  ate  of  dreadful  thirft.  Almoii  at 
the  laft  gafp !  every  one  was  dying 
with  mifery,  and  the  fii ip,  which 
was  now  one- third  fhattered  away 
from  the  ftern,  fcarceiy  afforded  a 
grafp  to  hold  by,  to  the  exhaulfed 
and  helplefs  lurvivors. 

The  fourth  day  brought  with  it  a 
more  lerene  fky,  and  the  lea  leemed 
to  fubfide,  but  to  behold  from  fore  to 
aft  the  dying  in  all  directions,  was 
a  fight  too  blocking  for  the  feeling 
mind  to  endure.  Almoft  loft  to  a 
fenfe  of  humanity,  we  no  longer 
looked  with  pity  on  thole  who  were 
the  fpeedy  forerunners  of  our  own 
fate,  and  a  confultation  took  place, 
to  facrifice  fome  one  to  be  food  for 
the  remainder.  The  die  was  going 
to  be  caft,  when  the  welcome  fight 
of  a  man  of  war  brig  renewed  our 
hopes.  A  cutter  fpeedily  followed, 
and  both  anchored  at  a  fhort  diltance 
from  the  wreck.  They  then  fenfc 
their  boats  to  us,  and  bv  means  of 
large  rafts  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  of  near  four  hundred  who  at¬ 
tempted  it,  were  faved  by  the  brig 
that  evening.  Three  hundred  and 
eighty  were  left  to  endure  another 
night’s  mifery,  when,  dreadful  to 
^relate,  above  one-half  were  found 
dead  next  morning. 


I  was 
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I  was  faved  at  about,  ten  o’clock 
on  the  morning  of  . the  18th,  with 
my  two  brother  officers,  the  captain 
of  the  fliip,  and  general  Humbert. 
They  treated  us  with  great  humanity 
on  board  the  cutter,  by  giving  us  a 
little  weak  brandy  and  water  every 
five  or  fix  minutes,  after  which  a 
bafon  of  good  foup.  1  fell  on  the 
locker,  in  a  kind  of  trance,  for  near 
thirty  hours,  fwelled  to  that  degree, 
as  to  require  medical  aid  to  reltore 
my  decayed  faculties.  We  were 
taken  to  Breft  almolt  naked,  having 
loft  all  our  baggage,  where  they 
gave  us  a  rough  lhift  of  clothes;  and 
in  eonfequence  of  our  fufferings,  and 
the  help  we  afforded  in  laving  many 
lives,  a  cartel  was  fitted  out  by  order 
of  the  French  Government,  to  fend 
us  home  without  ranfiom  or  exchange. 
We  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the  7th 
of  March  following. 


Account  of  the  Lofs  of  his  Majesty's 
frigate  la  Tribune ;  in  the  month 

of  November  1797. 

La  Tribune  was  one  of  the  finest 
frigates  in  his  majefty’s  fervice, 
mounted  44  guns,  and  had  been 
lately  captured  by  captain  Williams, 
in  the  Unicorn  frigate.  She  was 
commanded  by  captain  S.  Barker, 
and  failed  from  Torbay  the  22d  of 
September  1797,  as  convoy  to  the 
Quebec  and  Newfoundland  fleets.  In 
lat.  49.  14.  long.  17.  22.  fhe  fell  in 
and  fpoke  with  his  majefty  s  fhip 
Experiment,  from  Halifax,  out 
twelve  days.  Siie  loft  fight  of  all 
her  convoy  October  io,iniat.  46. 16. 
long.  32.  11.  On  Thurfday  morning 
they  discovered  the  harbour  of 
Halifax  about  eight  o’clock;  and 
the  wind  being  E.S.E.  they  ap¬ 


proached  it  very  faft,  when  captain 
Barker  propofed  to  the  mafter 
to  lay  the  ihip  too,  till  they  couk} 
obtain  a  pilot.  The  mafter  re¬ 
plied  “  that  he  had  beat  a  44  gun 
fhip  into  the  harbour,  that  he  had 
been  frequently  there,  nor  was  there 
any  occafton  for  a  pilot,  as  the 
wind  was  favourable.”  Confiding 
in  thefe  aflurances,  captain  Barker 
went  below,  and  was  for  a  time  em¬ 
ployed  in  arranging  fome  papers  he 
wifhed  to  take  on  fhore  with  him  ; 
the  mafter  in  the  meantime  taking 
upon  him  the  pilotage  of  the  fhip, 
and  placing  great  dependance  on 
the  judgment  of  a  negro  man,  of 
the  name  of  John  Coley,  who  had 
formerly  belonged  to  Halifax. 
About  twelve  o’clock  the  fliip  had 
approached  fo  near  the  Thrum  Cap 
Shoals  that  the  mafter  became 
alarmed,  and  fent  for  Mr.  Galvin, 
the  mafter’s  mate,  who  was  fick  be¬ 
low.  On  his  coming  upon  deck,  he 
heard  the  man  in  the  chains  ling 
out,  u  by  the  mark  five !  ”  the 
black  man  came  forward  at  the  same 
time  singing  out,  u  steady!”  Galvin 
got  on  one  of  the  carronades  to  ob- 
ferve  the  fituation  of  the  fhip  ;  the 
mafter,  in  much  agitation,  ran  up  to 
the  wheel,  and  took  it  from  the  man 
who  was  fleering,  with  an  intent  to 
wear  the  fhip;  but  before  this  could 
be  effected,  or  Galvin  was  able  to 
give  an  opinion,  the  (truck.  Captain 
Barker  inftantly  came  on  deck,  and 
reproached  the  mafter  with  having 
loft  the  fhip  ;  feeing  Galvin  aifo  on 
deck,  he  addrefled  him,  and  laid, 
that  knowing  he  had  formerly  failed 
out  of  this  harbour,  be  was  much 
furprifed  he  could  itand  by  and  fee 
the  mafter  run  the  fliip  on  fhore. 
Galvin  informed  the  captain,  he  had 
not  been  on  deck  long  enough  to 
give  ah  opinion. 

*  K  2 
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Signals  of  diftrcfs  were  imme¬ 
diately  made,  and  anfwered  by  the 
military  polls,  and  the  fnips  in  the 
harbour.  Boats  from  all  the  mili¬ 
tary  pofts,  from  his  majesty’s  fnips, 
and  the  dock-yard,  proceeded  to  the 
relief  of  la  Tribune.  The  military 
boats,  and  one  of  the  boats  from 
the  dock-yard,  with  Mr,  Rackum, 
boatfwain  of  the  ordinary,  reached 
the  (hip.  but  the  other  boats,  though 
making  the  greateft  exertions,  were 
not  able,  the  wind  being  fo  much 
againll  them,  to  get  on  board.  The 
flip  was  immediately  lightened,  by 
throwing  all  her  guns,  excepting 
one  retained  for  fignals,  overboard, 
and  every  other  heavy  article,  fo 
that  about  half  pah  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening  the  fliip  began  to  heave, 
and  about  nine  die  got  off  from  the 
lhoals.  She  had  before,  at  about 
live  or  fix  o’clock,  loll  her  rudder, 
and  on  examination,  it  was  now 
found,  that  die  had  leven  feet  water 
in  her  hold.  The  chain-pumps  were 
immediately  manned,  and  fuch 
exertions  made,  that  they  feemed  to 
gain  on  the  leaks,  and,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  Mr.  Rackum,  the  captain 
ordered  to  let  go  the  bed  bower  an¬ 
chor  ;  this  was  done,  but  it  did  ndt 
bring  her  up ;  the  captain  then  or¬ 
dered  them  to  cut  the  cable,  and  the 
jib  and  fore-top-mall  day-fail  were 
hoided  to  deer  by.  All  this  time 
the  violent  <mle  which  had  come  on 

O 

from  the  S.E.  kept  increafing,  and 
carrying  them  to  the  wedern  diore. 
In  a  lliort  time  the  fmall  bower  an¬ 
chor  was  let  go,  at  which  time  they 
found  themfeives  in  about  thirteen 
fathom  water  ;  the  mizen-maft  was 
then  cut  away. 

It  was  now  about  ten  o’clock, and 
the  water  gaining  fall  upon  them, 
little  hope  lemainedof  laving  the 
Ihip  or  their  lives ;  at  this  critical 


period,  lieutenant  Campbell  quitted 
the  Ihip.  Lieutenant  North  was 
taken  into  the  boat  out  of  one  of 
the  ports.  Lieutenant  James,  of  the 
Royal  Nova  Scotia  regiment,  not 
being  to  be  found,  was  fo  unfortu¬ 
nate  as  to  remain,  and  to  the  great 
dillrefs  of  his  worthy  parents  and 
friends,  fhared  the  general  fate. 
From  the  period  when  lieutenant 
Campbell  quitted  the  fliip,  all  hopes 
of  fafety  had  vanilhed ;  the  Ihip 
was  finking  faft,  the  dorm  was  in¬ 
creafing  with  redoubled  violence, 
and  the  rocky  diore  to  which  they 
were  approaching,  refounding  with 
the  tremendous  noife  of  the  billows 
which  rolled  towards  it,  prefented 
nothing  to  thofe  who  might  furvive 
the  calamity,  but  the  expectation 
of  a  more  painful  death,  from  being 
dadied  againd  thofe  tremendous 
precipices,  which,  even  in  the  calm¬ 
ed  day,  it  is  almod  impoflible  to 
afcend.  Dunlap,  one  of  the  furvi- 
vors,  declared,  that  at  about  half 
pad  ten,  as  nearly  as  he  could  con¬ 
jecture,  one  of  the  men  who  had 
been  below  came  to  him  on  the 
forecaftle,  and  told  him  it  was  all 
over.  In  a  few  minutes  after  the 
diip  took  a  lurch,  as  a  boat  will 
when  nearly  filled  with  water,  and 
going  down  ;  immediately  on  which 
Dunlap  began  to  afcend  the  fore- 
dirouds,  and,  at  the  fame  moment 
cading  his  eyes  towards  the  quarter 
deck,  faw  captain  Barker  handing 
by  the  gang-way,  and  looking  into 
the  water,  and  directly  after  heard 
him  call  for  the  jolly-boat.  At  the 
fame  time  he  faw  the  lieutenant  of 
marines  running  towards  thetaffrail, 
he  fuppofed  to  look  for  the  jolly- 
boat,  as  (lie  had  been  previoufly  let 
down,  with  men  in  her;  but  indant- 
ly  the  (hip  took  a  fecond  lurch,  and 
funk  to  the  bottom;  after  which 
*$  neither 
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neither  the  captain  or  any  other  of 
the  officers  were  feen. 

The  feene,  fufficiently  diffreffing 
before,  became  now  peculiarly  aw¬ 
ful  !  More  than  240  men,  befides 
women  and  children,  were  floating 
on  the  waves,  making  their  laft 
effort  to  preferve  their  exigence. 
Dunlap,  whom  we  have  before  men¬ 
tioned,  gained  the  fore  top.  Mr. 
Galvin,  the  mafler’s  mate,  after 
incredible  difficulty,  got  into  the 
maintop ;  be  was  below  when  the 
fhip  funk,  directing  the  men  at  the 
chain-pump,  but  was  wafhed  up  the 
hatchway,  thrown  into  the  wafle, 
and  from  thence  into  the  water,  and 
his  feet  as  he  plunged  flruck  a 
rock ;  on  afeending,  he  fwam  to 
gain  the  main  fhrouds,  when  he  was 
fuddenly  feized  hold  of  by  three 
men  ;  he  now  thought  he  was  loft ; 
to  difengage  himfelf  from  them  he 
made  a  dive  into  the  water,  which 
induced  them  t©  quit  their  hold :  on 
rifing  again  he  fwam  to  the  fhrouds, 
and  arriving  at  the  maintop,  feated 
himfelf  on  an  arm  cheft,  which  was 
lafhed  to  the  mail.  From  the  ob- 
fervations  of  Mr.  Galvin  from  the 
maintop,  and  Mr.  Dunlap  in  the 
foretop,  it  appears  that  near  one 
hundred  perfons  were,  for  a  confi- 
derable  time,  hanging  to  the  fhrouds, 
the  tops,  and  other  parts  of  the 
wreck ;  but  from  the  extreme  length 
of  the  night,  and  the  feverity  of  the 
ftorm,  nature  became  exhaufted, 
and  they  kept  at  ail  periods  of  the 
night  dropping  off,  and  difappearing. 
The  cries  and  groans  of  the  unhappy 
fufferers,  from  the  bruifes  many  of 
them  had  received,  and  as  their 
hopes  of  deliverance  began  to  fail 
them,  were  continued  through  the 
night;  though,  as  morning  appeared, 
from  the  few  that  then  furvived, 

I  hey  became  feebk  indeed :  the 


whole  number  faved  from  the  wreck, 
amounted  to  eight  perfons,  and  fe- 
veral  of  them  fo  exhaufted,  as  to  be 
indifferent  whether  they  were  taken 
off  or  not.  Mr.  Galvin  mentions, 
that  about  twelve  o’clock  the  main- 
maft  gave  way  ;  at  that  time  lie 
fuppofes  there  were  on  the  main-top 
and  on  the  Ihrouds  upwards  of  40 
perfons.  By  the  fall  of  the  malt 
the  whole  were  again  plunged  into 
the  water,  and  of  that  number  only 
nine,  befides  himfelf,  regained  the 
top.  The  top  relied  upon  the  main- 
yard,  and  the  whole  remained  fall 
to  the  Ihip  by  feme  of  the  rigging. 
Of  the  ten  perfons  who  regained  the 
main-top,  four  only  remained  alive 
when  the  morning  appeared:  ten 
were  at  that  time  alive  on  the  fore¬ 
top,  but  three  of  them  had  got  fo 
exhaufted,  and  had  become  fo  un¬ 
able  to  help  themfelves,  that  before 
any  relief  came  they  were  finally 
wTalhed  away ;  three  others  periffied? 
and  thus  four  only  were  finallv  left 
alive  in  the  fore  top.  The  place 
where  the  Ihip  went  down,  was 
barely  three  times  her  length,  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  entrance  into 
Herring  Cove.  The  people  came 
down  in  the  night  to  the  point  oppo- 
fite  to  which  the  Ihip  lunk,  and 
kept  large  fires,  and  were  fo  near 
as  to  converfe  with  the  people  on 
the  wreck. 

The  firft  exertion  that  was  made 
for  their  relief  was  by  a  boy  thirteen 
years  old ,  from  Herring  Cove,  who 
ventured  off  in  a  fmall  Ikiff  by  him,* 
felf,  about  eleven  o'clock  the  next 
day  ;  and  this  truly  deferving  young 
lad,  with  great  exertions,  and  at 
extreme  rifk  to  himfelf,  boldly  ap¬ 
proached  the  wreck,  and  backed  in 
his  little  boat  fo  near  to,  the  foretop, 
as  to  take  off  two  of  the.  men,  for  the 
boat  could  not  with  1'afeiy  hold  any 
K  3,  more; 


134*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


more  ;  and  here  a  trait  of  generous 
magnanimity  occurred,  which  de- 
ferves  to  be  noticed.  Dunlap  and 
M unroe  had,  through  this  difabrous 
night;,  providentially  preferved  their 
flrength  and  fpirits  beyond  their 
unfortunate  companions,  and  had 
endeavoured  to  cheer  and  encourage 
them  as  they  found  their  fpirits 
finking;  they  were  now  both  enabled 
to  have  bepped  into  the  boat,  and 
thus  have  terminated  their  own  fuf- 
ferings,  but  their  other  two  com¬ 
panions,  though  alive,  were  unable 
to  help  themielves ;  they  lay  ex- 
baubed  on  the  top,  wilhed  not  to  be 
diburbed,  and  teemed  defirous  to 
perilh  as  they  lay.  Thefe  generous 
fellows  hefitated  not  a  moment  to 
remain  themielves  on  the  wreck,  and 
to  fave,  though  againlt  their  will, 
their  unfortunate  companions  :  they 
lifted  them  up,  and  by  the  greateb 
exertions  got  them  into  the  little 
ikiff,  and  the  manly  boy  rowed  them 
triumphantly  to  the  Cove,  and  in- 
bantly  had  them  conveyed  to  a  com¬ 
fortable  habitation.  A  fter  lhaming, 
by  his  example,  older  perfons,  who 
had  larger  boats,  he  put  oif  again  in 
his  Ikiff,  but  with  all  his  efforts  he 
could  not  then  approach  the  wreck  : 
his  example,  however,  was  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Tribune’s  jolly-boat, 
and  by  fome  of  the  boats  in  the 
Cove;  with  their  joint  exertions  the 
eight  men  were  preferved,  who,  with 
four  that  efcaped  in  the  jolly-boat, 
made  the  whole  number  of  furvivors 
of  this  fine  blip’s  company. 

An  inbance  occurred,  which, 
though  it  may  appear  unnatural, 
after  the  dibreffing  fcene  we  have 
related,  is  fo  defcriptive  of  the  cool 
thoughtlefsnefs  of  danger  which  fo 
often  dibinguifoes  our  Britifh  tars, 
that  it  would  be  inexcufable  to  omit 
it..  Daniel  Monroe,  one  of  the  fur¬ 


vivors,  had,  as  well  as  Dunlap,  got 
into  the  foretop.  Suddenly  he  dif- 
appeared  ;  and  it  was  concluded  he 
had  been  waflied  away  with  many 
others  ;  when,  after  an  abfence  from 
the  top  of  about  two  hours,  he 
raifed  his  head  through  the  lubber 
hole,  to  the  furprize  of  Dunlap,  who 
enquired  where  he  had  been:  he  faid 
he  had  been  cruiting  for  a  better 
birth.  After  fwimming  about  the 
wreck  for  a  confiderable  time,  he 
had  retired  to  the  fore-fhrouds,  and 
crawling  in  on  the  cat-harpins,  had 
actually  been  beeping  there  more 
than  an  hour,  and  appeared  to  be 
greatly  refrebied. 


Account  of  the  late  Defcent  in 
Pembrokejhire. 

On  Wednefday,  the  22d  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  lab,  fie veral  perfons,  from  the 
heights  above  St.  Bride’s  bay,  def- 
cried  a  fmall  fquadron,  conbbing  of 
two  frigates,  and  two  fmaller  vef- 
fels,  fteering  from  the  Bribol  Chan¬ 
nel  round  St.  David’s  Head.  They 
bio  wed  Englifh  colours,  but  were 
foon  fufpected  to  be  French.  After 
turning  St.  David’s  Head,  and  fail¬ 
ing  a  few  miles  to  the  northward, 
in  Cardigan  bay,  they  drew  near 
the  fhore,  and  cab  fingle  anchors  to 
the  north  of  a  fmall  promontory, 
under  Lanwnnwr;  they  remained 
but  a  fhort  time  at  that  place, 
moving  foon  up,  half  a  league 
nearer  to  Fibigard;  and  finally 
anchoring  in  a  fmall  bay,  near 
Lanonda  church.  They  immediate¬ 
ly  hoifted  French  colours,  and  put 
out  their  boats.  The  country- 
people  were  dreadfully  alarmed, 
and  inbantly  abandoned  their  houfes. 
One  boat  was  obferved  to  approach 
the  biore,  full  of  men.  The  cliff 

here 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  *135 


here  is  very  fteep  and  rugged,  the 
aicent  exceedingly  difficult.  A 
countryman  law  them  coming  up 
fmgly,  throwing  their  mufkets  be¬ 
fore  them,  and  climbing  on  their 
hands  and  knees.  As  foon  as  they 
got  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  they  fet 
the  furze,  and  what  combuftibles 
they  could  colled,  on  fire,  to  ap¬ 
prize  their  comrades  of  their  fuc- 
cefs.  As  no  perfon  ventured  to 
continue  in  fight  of  the  cliff  any 
longer,  it  is  impoffible  to  know  how 
they  contrived  to  biing  up  their 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  &e.  It  has 
been  faid,  that  they  were  directed 
either  by  Irifhmen  or  Welchmen, 
who  were  perfedly  acquainted  wftth 
the  coaft ;  but  the  difficulty  of  the 
fpot  they  fixed  upon,  renders  this 
highly  improbable  ;  efpecially,  when 
it  is  confidered,  that  at  the  diftance 
of  three  miles  to  the  ibuthward, 
and  two  to  the  northward,  there  are 
very  convenient  landing-places.  Eat 
the  difficulty  of  landing  is  not  the 
iole,  nor  the  chief,  difadvantage 
attending  this  place.  It  is  at  the 
diffance  of  four  or  five  miles  from 
a  good  road,  the  country  mountain¬ 
ous,  rocky,  and  fo  uneven,  that 
thefe  few  miles  coft  the  writer  near 
two  hours  of  laborious  travelling, 
on  a  good  horfe,  to  view  the  fpot. 
It  required  almoft  infinite  labour  to 
convey  their  ffores  from  thence. 
Between  this  place,  alfo,  and  the 
road,  there  is  a  very  high  hill, 
covered  with  ftupendous  malfes  of 
rocks  and  loofe  ftones,  on  which, 
indeed,  they  fixed  piquets;  but  after 
thefe  fhould  have  been  driven  in, 
the  fituation  of  the  main  body,  on 
the  brow  of  the  cliff,  would  have 
been  totally  expofed  to  the  fire  of 
artillery. 

Their  debarkation  was  completed 
before  Thurfday  morning,  when 


numbers  of  them  difperfed  over  the 
country,  to  procure  provi lions  and 
wearing-apparel,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  plunder.  From  thofe  houfes  in 
which  they  found  inhabitants,  they 
took  but  few7  things ;  but  entirely 
ranfacked,  and  gutted,  thofe  that 
were  abandoned.  This  was  par¬ 
ticularly  the  cafe  with  the  houle 
belonging  to  the  farm  on  which 
they  landed.  The  furniture,  and  all 
the  implements  of  hufbandry,  were 
burnt  for  fuel;  the  feathers  of  the 
beds  turned  loofe  over  the  fields, 
for  the  fake  of  the  fluff  which  in- 
doled  them.  They  alfo  killed  a 
few  fheep  and  poultry;  but,  all  cir~ 
cumflances  confidered,  the  damage 
is  infinitely  lei's  than  might  have 
been  expected.  They  committed 
n©  wanton  murders,  nor  any  deeds 
of  great  cruelty. — Two  Welchmen 
were  killed,  but  thefe,  by  their 
foolifh  rafhriefs,  provoked  their  fate; 
one  almoft  deferved  it:  for  after  a 
Frenchman  had  furrendered  himfelf 
to  him,  and  refigned  his  mufket,  the 
Welchman,  with  the  butt-end  of 
the  fame  mufket,  aimed  a  blow  at 
his  head ;  on  this,  the  other  in- 
ftantlv  ran  him  through  with  his 
bayonet,  which  he  had  not  relin* 
quifhed. 

The  greateft  exertions  were  ufed 
by  the  chief  men  of  the  county,  to 
colled  all  the  forces  that  could  be 
found.  Thefe  arrived  at  Fiftigard 
on  Thurfday  evening,  a  little  after 
dark. 

They  conlifted  of 

The  Pembroke  Fencibles  -  -  100 

Part  of  the  Cardiganlhire  Militia  -  200 

The  Fifhgard  and  Newport  Fenci¬ 
bles  _____  30O 

Lord  Cawdor’s  Troop  of  Yeoman 

Cavalry  -  60 

In  all  -  660 

Thefe  men,  although  properly 
*  K  4  trained 


/ 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


136* 

trained  to  the  ufe  of  the  mufket, 
had  never  feen  one  fired  in  anger ; 
but  many  of  the  officers  had  been 
long  in  the  fervice,  and  were  ex¬ 
perienced  in  war.  To  thefe  muft 
be  added,  a  vaft  number  of  gentle¬ 
men  volunteers,  with  crowds  of 
colliers,  and  common  people  of  all 
defcriptions,  fome  armed,  and  lome 
unarmed.  Although  thefe  latter 
increafed  the  appearance  of  the 
force,  yet  they  muft  be  looked  upon 
as  of  little  ufe  in  battle,  if  not  of 
real  diflervice  :  not  to  mention  that, 
in  fpite  of  the  public  encomiums  on 
their  loyalty,  many  credible  perfons 
were  witneffes,  both  in  Ilaverford- 
weft,  and  on  the  roads,  on  Thurfday 
evening,  to  fuch  expreffions,  as  i'ub- 
jeCled  their  principles  and  inclina¬ 
tions  to  ftrong  fufpicions.  Three 
perfons  are  now  in  cuftody,  on  a 
charge  of  having  communicated  in¬ 
telligence  to  the  Trench  commander, 
and  the  Romney  dragoons  are  in 
purfuit  of  more  this  day. 

About  ten  o’clock  on  Thurfday 
night,  an  officer  brought  to  Lord 
Cawdor  the  letter  which  afterwards 
appeared  in  the  Gazette,  and  the 
furrender  was  foon  determined  upon, 
and  fixed  for  the  following  day  at 
noon.  From  the  place  of  their  fir  ft 
encampment,  if  it  may  be  fo  called, 
they  marched  at  that  time,  with 
Lord  Cawdor  at  their  head,  to 
Goodick  Sands,  under  Fiibgard, 
where  they  gave  up  their  arms. 
Their  number  was  very  near  four- 
teen  hundred.  They  appeared  truly 
formidable,  when  compared  with 
our  fmall  force ;  although  ours  was 
very  judicioufiy  diftributed  on  a 
hill  above  the  fands,  lo  as  to  make 
an  appearance  of  a  very  long  line. 
The  prifoners  difplayed  the  ccn- 
ftitutional  levity  of  Frenchmen  on 
ike  occafion,  As  foon  as  they  1  oft 


their  arms,  fome  began  to  fing, 
fome  to  fmoke,  fome  to  dance  and 
leap,  others  chewed  bread  and 
cheefe,  but  fome  few  exhibited  dark 
and  indignant  countenances.  They 
were  marched  on  Friday  night  to 
Haverfordweft,  and  confined  in  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  fome  in  the  caftle, 
fome  in  churches,  and  fome  in  ftore- 
houfes.  They  were  foon  after  re¬ 
moved  to  Milford,  and  put  in  pri- 
fon-fhips. 

Thus  ended  this  fingular  expedi¬ 
tion.  It  is  very  natural  to  alk, 
what  could  have  been  its  object? 
It  was  too  fmall  a  force  to  make 
any  ferious  impreffion  on  the  coun¬ 
try;  and  it  appears  too  large  to 
throw  away  for  nothing.  It  has 
been  told,  that  it  was  expected,  the 
country  would  join  them.  This 
expectation  was  furely  very  abfurd! 
Had  the  body  of  the  people  been  fo 
inclined,  this  force  was  much  too 
fmall  to  encourage  them.  The 
Directory  might  have  known,  yea, 
muft  have  known,  that  none  but 
perfons  in  aCtual  infurreclion  al¬ 
ready,  or  madmen,  anxious  to  throw 
away  their  lives,  would  have  joined 
fo  feeble  a  body. 

It  has  been  again  afferted,  that 
they  were  robbers,  galley-flaves, 
and  the  fwee pings  of  the  gaols. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  fact;  but  there 
were  five  or  fix  hundred  of  them, 
as  fine  men  as  were  ever  embodied 
in  a  regiment;  and  it  is  certain, 
that  the  commander  declared,  that 
he  had  600  of  the  belt  foldiers  of 
France,  who  had  difeipline,  courage, 
and  conftitutions,  equal  to  any  un¬ 
dertaking;  who  had  been  in  con- 
ftant  fervice,  without  lying  in  a 
regular  houfe-bed  for  fome  years. 
Had  they  been  galley  fiaves,  or,  as 
has  alfo  been  laid,  fome  of  the 
royalifts  of  La  Vendee,  who  bad' 
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enlifted  in  the  republican  armies, 
but  were  not  to  be  trufted  at  home, 
it  might  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
Directory  could  not  have  promifed 
i tl elf  any  advantage  from  fuch  per- 
fons,  equal  to  the  value  of  the  arms, 
and  the  immenfe  quantities  of  am¬ 
munition,  rifked  in  the  under¬ 
taking  *. 

That  it  was  not  intended  as  a 
diverfion  in  favour  of  a  more  im¬ 
portant  attack  elfewhere,  is  now 
evident,  from  the  certainty  that  no 
fuch  attack  was  made  about  that 
time. 

It  is,  again,  very  natural  to  afk, 
how  came  they  to  furrender,  with¬ 
out  linking  a  blow?  It  has  been 
anfwered,  that  the  officers  had  loft 
their  authority,  that  the  foldiers 
were  become  mutinous,  and  bent 
upon  plunder.  In  proof  of  this,  a 
fact  is  related,  that  a  country- 
gentleman,  after  having  been  rob¬ 
bed,  entered  their  lines,  and  com¬ 
plained  to  the  commander,  who 
condemned  the  thief  to  be  fhot; 
but  a  general  cry  of  grace !  grace ! 
from  all  parts,  determined  him  to 
pardon  the  culprit.  But  if  the  offi¬ 
cers  had  loft  their  command,  how 
were  they  able  to  bring  all  their 
men,  in  perfect  order,  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  a  meafure  which  moft 
of  them  difliked  ? 

It  has  been  by  others  fuppofed, 
that  when  the  fhips  left  them,  and 
all  hopes  of  retreat  were  cut  off, 
they  were  panic-ftruck,  and  that 
they  believed  our  force  to  have 
been  much  greater  than  it  was. 
But  the  officers  rnuft  have  known, 
that  the  veffels  were  to  leave  them, 
and  that  it  would  have  been  mad- 
neis  for  them  to  ftay  long  in  that 


fituation.  As  for  our  force,  per- 
fons  are  now  in  cuftody,  on  a  ftrong 
fufpicion  of  having  given  them  very 
exact  information. 

The  commander  himfelf  in  his 
letter,  afcribes  his  conduct  to  the 
circumftances  under  which  he  was 
landed  at  that  place,  and  to  certain 
principles  of  humanity,  which  in¬ 
clined  him  to  avoid  bloodffied  and 
pillage.  As  to  the  circumftances, 
we  know  nothing  of  them ;  but  as 
for  principles  of  humanity,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  that  thofe'  who 
poffefs  them  in  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
turn  with  difguft  from  bloodffied 
and  pillage,  are  not  fo  fit  for  war, 
as  to  have  fuch  expeditions  as  this 
entrufted  to  them. 

After  all,  the  defign,  the  con- 
du&,  and  the  fate  of  the  expedition, 
are  enveloped  in  a  myftery.  In 
this  country,  there  are  as  many 
opinions  as  heads,  and  a  thoufand 
different  conjectures  are  afloat  every 
day.  The  only  circumftance  in 
which  we  all  agree,  is,  afcribing 
our  prefervation  to  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence. 

Haverfordwest,  March  n, 

1  ™  ■  u 

Inftruciions  to  Colonel  Tate. 

There  will  be  placed  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Tate,  a  body 
of  troops  completely  organized,  to 
the  number  of  one  thoufand  and 
fifty,  all  refolute  determined  men, 
with  whom  he  may  undertake  any 
thing;  they  are  to  be  called,  “  La 
Seconde  Legion  des  Francs."  The 
deftruClion  of  Briftol  is  of  the  very 
laft  importance,  and  every  poffihle 
effort  fhould  be  made  to  accompliffi 


*  There  were  feventy  cart-loads  of  powder  and  ball,  with  a  quantity  of  hard 
grenades.  1  he  report  of  their  having  5000  ftand  of  arras  concealed  in  the  cliffs  is 
not  founded  in  truth.  } 


it. 
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it.  For  this  purpofe,  it  will  be 
proper  to  reconnoitre  the  mouth  of 
the  Severn  in  the  day-time,  and  to 
fail  tip  the  Avon  at  night-fall, 
within  five  miles  of  the  town,  where 
the  landing  ihould  be  made  on  the 

V i? 

light  bank,  in  tbe  greateft  filence ; 
&nti,  the  troops  being  lupplied  with 
com  buffi  hie  matter,  col.  Tate  is  to 
advance  rapidly  in  the  dark,  on. 
that  fide  of  Briffol  which  may  be 
to  windward,  and  immediately  to 
fat  fire  to  that  quarter.  If  the 
enter  prize  be  conducted  with  dex¬ 
terity,  it  cannot  fail  to  produce  the 
total  ruin  of  the  town,  the  port, 
the  docks,  and  the  veflels,  and  to 
Trike  terror  and  amazement  into 
the  very  heart  of  the  capital  of 
England.  The  expedition  under 
the  command  of  col.  Tate  has  in 
view  three  principal  obje&s:  the 
Jirft  is,  if  poffible,  to  raife  an  infur- 
rection  in  the  country:  the  fecoud 
is,  to  intercept  and  e mbarrafs  the 
commerce  of  the  country  :  and  the 
third  is,  to  prepare  and  facilitate 
the  way  for  a  defce.nt,  by  distract¬ 
ing  the  attention  of  the  Englilh 
government.  In  all  countries,  the 
poor  are  the  clafs  moft  prone  to 
miurreclkm;  and  this  difpofition  is 
to  be  forwarded  by  di fin  bu ting 
money  and  drink,  by  inveighing 
again  ft  the  government  as  the  cauie 
tii  the  public  diftrefs ;  by  recom¬ 
mending  and  facilitating  a  riling,  to 
pi  under  the  public  itores  and  maga¬ 
zines,  and  the  property  of  the  rich, 
whofe  affluence  is  the  natural  fub- 
jjedb  of  envy  to  the  poor.  It  is, 
not  w  i  tb  fiandi  ng,  to  be  observed, 
that,  however  defective  may  be.  the 
morality  of  the  Englifh  people,  they 
have  ftill  a  refpect  for  the  laws  and 
their  magifirates,  even  in  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  infurredlion ;  it  will  be 
therefore  advifable  to  fpare  as  much 


as  pofiible,  the  property  of  thofe 
who  may  be  in  any  civil  function, 
and  even  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
and  all  impofitions  ihould  be  laid 
on  the  peers,  the  men  of  rank  and 
high  fortune,  the  clergy,  thofe  who 
fewe  as  officers  in  the  army  and 
navy,  and  efpecially  in  the  militia; 
of  all  fuch,  the  country  feats,  farms, 
woods,  cattle  and  corn,  fhould  be 
given  up  to  be  plundered  by  the 
people.  Thefe  predatory  excur lions 
Ihould  be  made  in  different,  and 
even  diflant  quarters,  by  detach¬ 
ments  of  two  or  three  hundred 
men  each.  The  commerce  of  the 
enemy  in  the  country,  is  to  be  in¬ 
terrupted  by  breaking  down  bridges, 
cutting  dykes,  ruining  can  few  ays, 
which  is,  at  the  fame  time  efien- 
tially  neceffary  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  army';  by  plundering  all 
convoys  of  liibfi fienee,  the  public 
ftages  and  waggons,  and  even  pri¬ 
vate  carriages;  the  cutting  off  the 
fiipplies  of  provifions  from  the 
principal  towns,  burning  all  vellels 
and  boats  on  tire  rivers  and  canals, 
deffroying  magazines,  fetting  fire  to 
docks  and  coal-yards,  rope-walks, 
great  manufactories,  &c.  &c.  It  is 
to  be  obferved  likew.ife,  that  by 
thefe  means  a  crowd  of  artizans 
will  be  thrown  out  of  employment, 
and  of  cburfe,  ready  to  embark  in 
any  meafure  which  holds  out  to 
them  fubliftence  and  plunder,  with¬ 
out  labour  and  fatigue.  The  the- 

Cj 

eel’s  of  the  expedition  will  like  wife 
be  materially  forwarded  by  difarm¬ 
ing  the  militia,  by  burning  the 
arienals  in  the  feaports,  by  flopping 
the  couriers  of  government,  bv  i’e- 
ducing  the  enemy’s  troops  to  defert; 
ar.d  by  the  terror  which  the  fuccefs 
of  the  legion  ;  and  the  progrefs  of 
the  infurredtioB,  will  carry  into  the 
bofoms  of  the  unwarlike  citizens. 

In 
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In  order  to  fpread  the  panic  as 
generally  as  poffible,  the  legion  is 
to  be  divided  into  feveral  columns; 
having  fettled  a  common  rendez¬ 
vous,  where  they  are  to  affemble 
every  four,  fix,  or  eight  days.  The 
inhabitants  rnuft  be  obliged  to  ferve 
as  guides,  and  any  who  refufe  are 
to  be  punifhed  on  the  fpot ;  the 
magiftrates  or  fome  of  their  fami¬ 
lies,  are  always  to  be  employed  in 
preference  on  this  fervice,  that 
they  may  not  accufe  or  punifh  the 
others.  All  denunciations  againft 
thofe  who  join  the  legion,  are  to 
he  punifhed  with  death.  Wherever 
the  legion,  or  any  of  its  columns  is 
polled,  if  the  neighbouring  parifhes 
do  not  give  inftant  notice  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  whether  by 
ringing  of  bells  or  otherwife,  they 
are  to  be  given  up  to  fir©  and 
fword.  Col.  Tate  will  not  omit  to 
obferve,  that  there  are  in  England 
numbers  of  French,  who  will  be 
eager  to  join  him,  fuch  as  prifoners 
of  war,  foldiers  and  failors,  privates 
in  the  Englifh  emigrant  regiments, 
and  a  crowd  of  others,  whom  want 
and  defire  of  vengeance  will  draw 
to  his  ftandard.  •  He  may  admit 
fuch  Frenchmen  into  the  legion, 
but  he  will  obferve  to  be  on  his 
guard,  that  the  new-comers  may 
not  raife  cabals  and  fa&ions,  efpe- 
cially  if  there  fhould  be  among 
them  any  nobles  or  priefts,  whole 
ambition  is  only  to  be  exceeded  by 
their  cowardice;  fhould  any  fuch 
attempt  be  made,  he  will  take  care 
to  puuilh  it  moft  feverelv.  Col. 
late  will  encourage  all  deferters 
and  prifoners  to  enter  into  the  new 
companies  before  mentioned ;  if  fuch 
prifoners  refufe,  he  will  lhave  their 
heads  and  eyebrows ;  and  if  they 
are  taken  again  in  arms,  they  are 
to  be  lliot.  L.  Kqch$, 


To  Col.  Tate ,  on  his  Military  Opera¬ 
tions  and  Marches . 

With  boldnefs  and  intelligence 
combined,  you  may  eaiily  poffefs 
y ourlelf  of  Chefter  and  Liverpool; 
which  you  will  ruin  by  burning  the 
magazines,  and  filling  up  the  ports, 
or  at  lead  you  may  cut  off  all  com¬ 
munication  between  thofe  cities  and 
the  interior.  There  is  another  ob- 
je<ff,  which  fhould  likewife  decide 
you  to  enter  thofe  counties,  as  you 
will  be  joined  there  by  two  other 
columns  of  I  rencb  troops,  to  which 
you  will  unite  that  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  if  the  general  commanding 
the  expedition  in  chief  fliall  defire 
it.  hi  order  to  fpread  the  con- 
ffernation  and  affonilhment  as  wide 
as  poffible,  after  the  deltrudlion  of 
Liverpool  (for  this  point  is  capital), 
you  muff  follow  your  blow,  and 
feize  upon  fome  fmall  town  or  fea- 
port  on  that  coaft,  which  you  will 
lay  under  contribution.  Your  fol~ 
diers  are  to  carry  nothing  with 
them  but  their  arms,  ammunition, 
and  bread ;  they  will  find  every¬ 
where  clothes,  linen,  and  fhoes ;  the 
inhabitants  may  flip  ply  your  wants, 
and  the  feats  of  the  gentry  are  to 
be  your  magazines,  in  cafe  your 
pofition  fhould  be  at  left  no  longer 
tenable,  or  that  fuperior  forces 
fhould  compel  you  to  quit  the 
country  bordering  on  the  channel, 
you  muff  not  lofe  an  inftant  to  join 
two  French  parties  fent  into  the 
counties  of  York,  Durham,  and 
Northumberland.  In  that  cafe  you 
muff  fend  me  notice  into  Ireland, 
that  I  may  be  enabled  to  execute  a 
diverfion  in  your  favour.  An  officer 
in  difgiiife  may  reach  me,  either  by 
ieizing  a  filhing  boat  on  the  coaff  of 
Wales,  or  elfg  by  the  route  of  Scot* 
laud.  L.  IIoche. 
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Account  of  the  Mutiny  in  the 
Channel  Fleet* 

IN  the  mouth  of  February  Iaft, 
j?etitions  were  fent  from  all  the  line 
of  battle  lhips  at  Portfmoutb  to  lord 
Howe ;  but  being  all  written  by  one 
perfon,  and  couched  in  the  fame 
language,  it  was  prefumed  they 
were  only  the  productions  of  fome 
factious  or  mad-brained  individuals, 
who  were  too  contemptible  for  no¬ 
tice  ;  the  petitions  were  therefore 
thrown  afide,  and  obtained  no 
anfwers.  This,  on  the  return  of  the 
fleet  to  port  from  the  laft  cruize, 
eccafioneda  correfpondenceby  letter 
tu  be  kept  up  and  paffed  from  fhip  to 
fiiip,  through  the  whole  fleet  ;  till  at 
length  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
upon,  that  no  fhip  fhould  lift  an  an¬ 
chor  till  a  redrefs  of  grievances  was 
obtained.  In  this  date  matters  re¬ 
mained  till  the  15th  of  April,  when 
admiral  Bridport  ordered  the  fignal 
for  the  fleet  to  prepare  for  fea ;  but, 
inftead  of  weighing  anchor,  three- 
cheers  were  given  from  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  as  the  fignal  for  difaffec- 
tion,  which  in  like  manner  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  every  Ihipinthe  fleet.  The 
officers  were  thunderdruck,and  tried 
various  means  to  bring  the  men  to 
a  fenfe  of  their  dutv  ;  but  without 
effect.  The  next  day  a  boat  from 
each  fhip  was  demanded,  and  two 
of  the  men  belonging  to  each  crew 
wereappointed  delegates  to  reprefent 
the  whole,  and  lord  Howe’s  cabin 
was  deemed  the  moft  proper  place 
for  their  deliberations.  On  the  17th 
every  man  in  the  fleet  was  fworn  to 
fupport  the  caufe  in  which  he  had 
embarked,  even  the  admiral’s  body 
fervants  were  not  exempted  from 
the  oath.  Their  next  procedure  was 


the  reeving  ropes,  in  terrorem,  at 
the  fore-yard-arm,  and  turning  all 
the  officers  out  of  the  fleet  who  had 
behaved  in  any  manner  to  offend 
them.  On  the  18th  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  arrived  there,  in  the 
courfe  of  which,  and  two  following 
days,  feveral  propofltionswere  made 
by  them  to  reduce  the  fleet  to  obe¬ 
dience,  but  ineffectually.  On  the 
2  iff  admirals  Gardner,  Colpoys, 
and  Pole  went  on  board  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  in  order  to  confer  with 
the  delegates,  who  informed  the 
admirals,  that  it  was  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  crews  to  agree  to  no¬ 
thing  that  fhould  not  be  fan&ioned 
by  parliament,  and  guaranteed  by 
the  king’s  proclamation;  which  fo 
difappointed  and  irritated  Admiral 
Gardner,  that  he  feized  one  of  the 
delegates  by  the  collar,  and  fwore 
he  would  have  them  all  hanged, 
with  every  fifth  man  throughout 
the  fleet.  This  circumflance  fo  ex- 
afperated  the  crew  againft  the  gal¬ 
lant  admiral,  that  it  was  with  much 
difficulty  he  efcaped  from  the  fhip 
with  his  life.  The  delegates  from 
the  Royal  George  now  returned  to 
their  fhip,  and  informed  the  crew  of 
what  had  happened,  who,  after 
fome  confultation,  refolved  on  fum- 
moning  all  the  delegates  on  board 
their  flhp,  which  was  done  by  hord¬ 
ing  the  red  or  bloody  flag,  which 
druck  terror  through  the  fleet  (as 
the  fignal  was  not  generally  un- 
derftood),  and  particularly  to  the 
officers,  who  trembled  for  the  con¬ 
sequences,  fearing  that  fome  thing 
dreadfully  hoftile  was  intended.  It 
was  at  this  moment  that  the  much- 
valued  and  refpeCted  lord  Bridport’* 
flag  was  ftruck,  with  a  refolulion 
never  again  to  difplay  it,  which 
drew  tears  from  almoft  all  the 


For  the  various  petitions,  proclamations,  3cc.  fee  th$  State  Papers. 
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officers.  The  fleet  next  proceeded  to 
load  all  their  guns,  ordered  a  watch 
to  be  kept  the  lame  as  at  fea,  and 
put  every  thing  in  a  ftate  of  defence, 
keeping  every  oflicer  to  his  refpec- 
tive  fliip.  On  the  22d  the  men 
were  fomewhat  pacified,  and  caufed 
two  letters  to  be  written,  one  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  Hating  the 
caufe  of  their  conduct  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  the  other  to  lord  Brid- 
port,  in  which  they  ftyled  him  their 
father  and  friend ,  and  avowed  no 
intentional  offence  to  him.  This 
had  a  good  effect;  for  on  the  23d 
the  admiral  returned  to  his  fliip, 
and  re-hoifted  his  flag,  and  after  a 
fliort  addrefs  to  the  crew,  in  which 
he  told  them  that  the  painful  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  laft  week  would  be  the 
means  of  hurrying  him  fliortly  to 
his  grave,  he  informed  them  that 
he  had  brought  with  him  a  redrefs 
of  all  their  grievances,  and  his  rna- 
jelty's  pardon  for  the  offenders, 
which  after  fome  deliberation  were 
accepted,  when  every  man  returned 
to  his  duty. 

This,  however,  was  but  a  tran- 
fient  calm.  On  the  7th  of  May, 
this  unfortunate  difpute  was  re¬ 
newed,  from  the  circumftance  of  the 
failors  having  been  led  to  fuppofe, 
that  government  had  broken  its 
faith  with  them,  and  that  the  pro- 
mifed  redrefs  of  grievances  was  to 
be  withheld.  Through  the  perfonal 
interference  of  lord  Howe,  and  the 
palling  of  an  ad  in  compliance  with 
the  wifhes  of  the  feamen,  the  muti¬ 
ny  was  again  for  a  while  appeafed. 
The  conceffions  of  parliament,  and 
the  moderation  of  lord  Howe,  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  fettled  every  thing 
in  dilpute,  and  order  was  expeded 
to  enl  ue.  In  this,  however,  we  were 
difappointed  ;  the  failors  at  Portf- 
mou-th  foon  after  came  on  fliore  and 


committed  every  kind  of  excefs,  and 
lour  of  them  were  fecured  in  cuftody 
for  a  rape  and  robbery.  Some  at¬ 
tempts  were  made  to  refcue  them, 
but  without  effed. 

On  May  2 2d  the  fleet  at  Sheer- 
nefs  began  to  (hew  figns  of  ferment* 
and  fliortly  after  the  mutineers  took 
poffeflion  of  the  fliips  then  there. 

At  feven  o'clock  on  Saturday 
evening,  earl  Spencer,  admiral 
Young,  lord  Arden,  and  Mr,  Marf- 
den,  fet  off  from  the  Admiralty  for 
Sheernefs,  and  at  twelve  that  night 
an  admiralty  meffenger  followed, 
with  his  m aje fly’s  proclamation, 
offering  his  molt  gracious  pardon  to 
luch  men  as  having  been  leduccd 
from  their  duty,  fliould  return  to  it. 

In  order  to  concentrate  the  fcene 
©f  their  operations,  and  to  render 
their  plans  more  effedual,  the  mu- 
linous  feamen  compelled  all  the 
fliips  which  lay  near  Sheernefs  to 
drop  down  to  the  Great  Nore ; 
amongft  them  was  the  St.  Fioreazo, 
which  had  been  fitted  up  to  carry 
the  princefs  of  Wirtemburg  to  Ger¬ 
many.  No  man  could  leave  the  fliip 
without  a  kind  of  paflport,  ligned  by 
fome  ot  the  delegates,  which  was 
called  a  liberty  ticket ;  and  if  any 
feaman  was  found  without  luch  an 
order,  he  was  kept  clofe  prifonertill 
he  could  fliow  by  what  means  h# 
had  obtained  leave  of  abfence. 

Thefe  delegates  came  regularly 
every  day  to  Sheernefs,  where  they 
held  their  conferences.  They  then 
paraded  the  ftreets  and  ramparts  of 
the  garrifon,  with  a  degree  of  tri¬ 
umphant  infolence,  which  had  been 
extremely  aggravated  by  the  arrival 
of  a  regiment  of  militia  from  Can¬ 
terbury  ;  again!!  whom  'they  held 
up  in  fcorn  the  bloody  flag  of  de¬ 
fiance.  At  the  head  of  thefe  men 
marched  that  perfon  who  was 

con  fid  ere  d 
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eonfidered  as  admiral  of  the  fleet.  The 
captain  of  the  forecaflle  was  the 
efficient,  though  not  the  nominal, 
eonpiiander  of  every  ffiip.  It  is  a 
mo  ft  lamentable  fatft,  that  no  officer 
had  any  command  or  authority 
whatever. 

On  Saturday,  fourteen  delegates 
came  up  the  river,  to  induce  the 
crews  of  his  majefty’s  (hips  lying  iri 
the  Long  Reach,  to  drop  down  to 
the  Nore.  As  foon  as  it  was  un- 
derltood  who  thefe  perffins  were, 
they  were  fired  upon  from  a  fort 
below  Tilbury.  At  Gravefend  they 
were  taken  into  cuftody  by  the  loyal 
Inhabitants  of  that  town,  but  having 
been  foon  fet  at  liberty,  they  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  feamen  of  the  Lan- 
cafter,  of  64  guns,  which  lay  at  Long 
Reach,  to  join  them. 

On  Monday,  an  admiralty  board 
being  formed  at  commiffioner  Hart¬ 
well’s  houfe,  the  delegates  were  fent 
for,  and  introduced  to  lords  Spencer, 
Arden,  &c.  One  of  the  feamen, 


called  Parker*,  the  principal  de¬ 
legate,  was  the  fpokefman  for  his 
colleagues,  who  amounted  to  about 
a  dozen.  They  ftood  behind  Parker, 
forming  a  fort  of  half  circle,  and 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  feemed 
feveral  times  defirous  of  inviting 
them  to  fpeak,  but  none  of  them 
would  take  a  part  in  the  difcuffion, 
except  Parker,  who,  being  the  chief 
of  the  delegates,  was  called  the  port 
admiral. 

Lord  Spencer  addrefted  himfelf  to 
the  delegates.  He  told  them  that 
they  ffiould  have  every  indulgence 
that  had  been  granted  to  the  feamen 
at  Portfmouth,  and  with  which  they 
had  been  contented;  and  his  lord- 
ffiip  exprefted  a  hope,  that  the  fea¬ 
men  at  Sheernefs  would  be  alfo  fa- 
tisfied  with  thofe  indulgences.  The 
feamen  faid,  they  had  other  grounds 
of  complaint.  They  prefented  a  lift 
of  them,  amounting  to  eight  articles; 
the  firft  and  principal  of  which  was, 
the  unequal  diftribution  of  prize- 


*  Parker,  who  has  rendered  himfelf  fo  confpicuous  among  the  mutineers  of  the  fleet, 
is  faid  to  be  defcended  from  a  refpedtable  family  in  Exeter,  Devon,  lie  obtained  a 
good  education,  was  bred  in  the  navy,  and,  about  the  conciufion  of  the  American  war, 
was  an  a£l  ing  lieutenant  in  one  of  his  majefty’s  fhips.  He  foon  came  into  the  pofieffion 
of  a  confiderable  ium  of  money  ;  and  fliortlv  after  lie  arrived  in  Scotland,  he  married  a 
farmer’s  daughter  in  Aberdeenfhire,  with  whom  he  received  tome  pronerty.  At  this 
time,  being  without  employment,  he  foon  fpent  his  money,  which  involved  him  in  debt, 
on  account  of  which  he  was  caft  into  the  jail  of  Edinburgh,  vvh^re  he  was  at  the  time 
the  counties  were  failing  teamen  for  the  navy.  Ife  then  entered  as  one  of  the  volun¬ 
teers  for  Perththire,  received  the  bounty,  and  was  releafed  from  prifon,  upon  paying 
the  incarcerating  creditor  a  part  of  Ids  bounty.  He  was  put  on  hoard  the  tender  then 
in  Leith  Roads,  commanded  by  captain  Watfon,  who  carried  him,  with  many  others,  to 
the  Nore.  On  the  pafluge,  captain  Watfon  diftinguithed  Parker,  both  by  his  activity  and 
polite  addrefs.  That  he  is  the  lame  perfon  who  is  now  known  in  the  mutinous  fleet  by  the 
appellation  of  admiral  Parker,  there  remains  no  doubt;  for  capt.  Watfon  of  the  Leith 
tender,  who  arrived  in  Leith  Roads  a  few  days  ago,  fays,  that  before  he  failed  from  the 
Nore,  he  was  ordered  by  the  crew  of  the  Sandwich  to  come  on  board,  which  he  did  ;  and 
was  then  introduced  and  interrogated  by  Parker,  whom  he  knew  at  firft  fight.  Parker 
alto  recollected  him,  and  from  this  circumltance  he  experienced  great  favour.  Parker 
ordered  every  man  on  board  lo  treat  captain  Watfon  well ;  faying,  that  he  was  the 
feaman's  friend,  and  had  treated  him  well  ;  and  that  if  any  man  ufed  him  otherwife, 
be  fhould  inftanfly  he — - — ■.  [Here  he  pointed  to  the  rope  at  the  yard-arm.]  Captain 
Watfon  took  an  opportunity  of  hinting  to  Parker  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct,  and  the 
confequecce.s  which  might  follow  ;  it  feemed  to  throw  a  momentary  damp  on  his 
fpiriis,  but  he  exprcffeda  with  to  wave  the  fubjeci,  and  capt.  Watfon  left  him,  having 
obtained  pemifiion  to  proceed  on  his  voyage. 

13  money. 
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money.  The  lords  commiffioners 
told  the  delegates,  they  could  grant 
nothing  of  thernfelves,  but  they 
would  lay  their  complaints  and  de¬ 
mands  before  thofe  who  mu  ft  finally 
decide  upon  them.. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  difcourfe,  lord 
Spencer  alked  them, rather  peevilhly, 
u  What  do  you  want  V’  to  this  Par¬ 
ker  anfwered,  “  You  are  a  man  of 
fenfe,  and  you  know  what  is  due  to 
us;  you  know  what  we  want.”  The 
audacious  infolence  of  Parker  was 
intolerable.  When  lord  Spencer 
hinted,  he  mu  ft  refer  their  demands 
to  minifters  in  London,  Parker  faid, 
“  Aye,  go  and  conduit  the  ring¬ 
leaders  of  your  gang;”  and  as  the 
delegates  were  retiring,  Parker,  in 
anfw-er  to  feme  juft  admonitions  from 
lord  Spencer,  faid,  “  You  may"  all 
■he  — 

On  Tuefday  afternoon,  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty  returned  to  town, 
without  having  aecomplilhed  the 
object  of  their  journey.  The  muti¬ 
neers  grew  bolder ;  in  addition  to 
mutiny,  they  committed  acts  of  plun¬ 
der  and  piracy.  The  Grampus  ftore- 
fhip,  equipped  for  the  Eaft  Indies, 
with  a  fupply  of  naval  and  ordnance 
ttores  for  the  fleet  there,  was  {topped 
by  the  .delegates  ;  the  ft  ores  were 
taken  out  of  her,  and  diftributed 
araongft  the  fliips  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  delegates.  The  Seraph, 
ftore-fhip,  from  the  Weft  Indies,  was 
iikewife  {topped. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  dele¬ 
gates  fent  on  (bore  to  the  admiral  a 
declaration,  Hating  their  intention  of 
blocking  up  the  river  Thames.  They 
gave  as  the  reafon  for  this,  their 
having  heard  that  the  Dutch  fleet 
was  on  the  point  of  failing  ;  and  as 
they  were,  determined  to  have  their 
grievances,  as  they  called  them,  fet¬ 
tled,  they  would  bring  matters  to  an 

V  'Lx 


extremity  at  once.  This  was  con¬ 
fide  red  as  a  threat  which  they  would 
fcareely  venture  to  execute;  but 
yefterday,  about  half-paft  twelve,  the 
Standard,  Infpeblor,  Brilliant,  and 
Swan,  got  under  weigh,  and  moored 
at  equal  diftanees  acrofs  the  mouth 
of  the  'Thames.  Soon  after,  leverai 
veftels  ftanding  down  the  river  were 
obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  near 
the  ihips  of  the  mutineers.  The 
Monmouth  at  the  fame  time  moved 
her  birth. 

ri  lie  prefident  of  the  delegates  now 
held  his  office  only  for  a  day;  a, 
frefh  jirelident  was  chofen  every  day, 

■  The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  fhips 
at  the  No  re,  and  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames.  Three  or  four  of  the 
number,  however,  were  well  d if- 
poled ;  but  thefe  were  kept  in  the 
middle  of  the  fleet,  and  were  obliged 
to  conform  to  the  orders  of  the 
delegates. 


Sandwich  - 

-  '90 

T  rrpfi  chore 

‘‘J 

Montague  - 

-  71 

Iris  - 

-  62 

Inflexible  - 

-  64 

Infpector  - 

-  j  6 

Director 

-  64 

Brilliant 

-  $s 

NMTau  -  - 

-  64 

Swan  -  - 

-  4.4 

ffiepulfe 

-  64 

Proferpine  - 

-  28 

Beffii  -pieitx  - 

-  64 

Comet  - 

-  14 

Standard 

-  641  Pyiarfes 

-  16 

Lion  -  -  -  61  Grampus  ( st  ore-ship..) 

Monmouth-  -  :6l'Ser<apis  (store-ship.) 
Ardent  -  -  -  64 j 

Tire  San  Fiorenso,  which  had  lam 
for  feme  days  in  a  ftate  of  captivity 
under  the  Item  of  the  Sandwich, 
much  to  the  honour  of  her  gallant 
officers  and  her  loyal  crew,  made  a 
lurpnflng  el  cape,  equally  remarkable 
for  the  boldnels  of  the  attempt,  as 
well  as  for  the  management  and 
foil  I  w  i  th  w  h  icli  it  w  as  e  x  ec  u  t  e  d .  1 1 
appears,  that  the  moment  when  the 
feveral  (hips  were  to  pipe  all  h  a  mV 
to  dinner,  was  the  time  fixed  upon 
far  carrying  this  .plan  into  eftecf, 
when  it  was  naturally  fuppofed  that 
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the  hoftile  fhips  muft  have  been  in  a 
ffate  of  the  leaft  preparation  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  completion.  The  boat- 
fwain's  whittle,  therefore,  was  the 
fxgnal  on  this  occafion  ;  the  cables 
of  the  San  Fiorenzo  were  inftantly 
cut,  and  (lie  got  under  weigh  with¬ 
out  lofs  of  time.  This  efcape  was 
favoured  by  the  arrival  of  the  Mon¬ 
tague,  which  came  up  at  that  mo¬ 
ment,  and  by  the  fudden  agitation 
■which  the  event  caufed  in  the  fleet, 
the  mutinous  crews  were  by  this, 
and  the  circumftance  already  men¬ 
tioned,  retarded  in  their  endeavours 
to  bring  back  the  San  Fiorenzo  by 
force.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  the 
was  fired  at  by  feveral  of  the  ttiips, 
and  as  the  was  perceived  to  have 
fuflained  confiderable  damage  in  her 
rigging  and  her  main  fore  chains,  it 
was  feared  that  fome  lives  might 
have  been  lofi.  She  proceeded  im¬ 
mediately  to  Harwich,  where  the 
expedited  to  meet  the  other  frigates 
which  were  to  convoy  the  prince 
and  princefs  of  Wirtemburg  to  Ger¬ 
many. 

On  May  31,  part  of  admiral 
Duncan’s  fleet,  viz.  t he  Iris,  Aga¬ 
memnon,  Ardent,  and  Leopard,  de- 
ferted  him  and  came  to  Yarmouth, 
and  foon  afterwards  joined  the  mu¬ 
tineers. 

Meafures  now  became  neceflary 
to  be  taken,  on  behalt  of  govern¬ 
ment.  On  June  i;  his  majefty  com¬ 
municated  to  parliament  the  dif- 
orders  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
fleet,  and  recommended  fome  more 
effectual  provifion  for  the  prevention 
and  punilhment  of  all  traitorous  at¬ 
tempts  to  excite  fedition  and  mu¬ 
tiny.  This  communication  produced 
immediately  an  adit  of  parliament, 
which  was  completed  on  the  6th  of 
June.  During  that  night,  the  Serapis, 
captain  Duncan,  made  her  efcape. 


though  damaged  from  the  fliot  of 
the  rebel  fhips.  Two  others  at¬ 
tempted  to  efcape,  but  were  over¬ 
powered. 

June  the  7th,  in  the  forenoon,  the 
earl  of  Northefk,  who  had  fo  long 
been  confined  on  board  the  Montague, 
of  74  guns,  arrived  in  town,  charged 
with  feveral  propolitions,  in  a  letter 
addreffed  to  the  king,  from  the  mu¬ 
tinous  committee  on  board  the 
Sandwich.  The  following  were  the 
particulars  of  his  million. 

At  one  o’clock  P.M.  on  Tuefday, 
the  two  delegates  of  the  Monmouth 
were  rowed  on  board  that  fhip,  and 
informed  lord  Northefk,  it  was  the 
pleafure  of  the  committee,  that  he 
fhould  immediately  accompany  them 
on  board  the  flag-lhip,  as  they  had 
propofals  to  make  leading  to  ac¬ 
commodation.  His  lordfhip  imme¬ 
diately  complied,  attended  only  by 
one  officer.  He  found  the  convention 
in  the  ftate  cabin,  confifting  of  60  de¬ 
legates,  with  Parker  fitting  at  their 
head.  Before  they  entered  upon 
bufinefs,  the  prefident  demanded  of 
the  perfon  who  accompanied  lord 
Northefk,  who  he  was  ?  the  anfwer 
given,  “  An  officer  of  the  Mon¬ 
mouth,  who  accompanied  his  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  capacity  of  fecretary, 
from  a  fuppofition  that  he  might 
want  one  on  the  prefent  occafion:’ 
“  Who  knows  him  ?  fay,  delegates 
of  the  Monmouth,  what  kind  of  man 
is  he?”  The  two  delegates  ftated 
that  he  was  a  worthy  good  man;  on 
which  it  was  unanimoufiy  voted, 
that  be  might  attend  the  conference. 
Lord  Northefk  was  now  told  by  Par¬ 
ker,  “  That  the  committee,  with 
one  voice,  had  come  to  a  declaration 
of  the  terms  on  which  alone,  without 
the  lmallett  alteration,  they  would 
give  up  the  Blips ;  and  that  they 
had  fent  for  him,  as  a  known 
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Teamen's  friend,  to  be  charged  with 
them  to  the  king ;  from  whom  he 
triu ft  pledge  his  honour  to  return  on 
board,  with  a  clear  and  pofitive  an¬ 
swer  in  54  hours?'  Parker  here 
read  the  letter,  which  was  faid  to 
contain  fome  rough  compliments  on 
his  majefty’s  virtues,  and  as  many, 
x:oarfe  ftri&ures  on  the  fuppofed  de¬ 
merits  of  his  minifters.  His  lordlhip 
faid,  “  he  would  certainly  bear  the 
letter  as  they  defired,  but  he  could 
not,  from  the  unreafonablenefs  of 
their  demands,  flatter  them  with  any 
expe&ation  offuccefs.w  They  per- 
lifted  that  the  whole  rauft  be  com¬ 
plied  with,  or  they  would  immedi¬ 
ately  put  the  fleet  to  fea.  Lord 
’Northelk  was  rowed  on  board  the 
Duke  of  Pork  Margate  packet,  un¬ 
der  a  flag  of  truce,  with  three  cheers 
irom  the  Sandwich,  and  with  the 
following  ftate  paper  to  ratify  his 
credentials: 

*  Sandwich,  dune  6,  3  p.  m. 

To  Captain  Lord  Northefk. 

“  You  are  hereby  authorifed  and 
ordered  to  wait  upon  the  king, 
wherever  be  may  be,  with  the  re¬ 
solutions  of  the  committee  of  dele¬ 
gates,  and  are  dire&ed  to  return 
back,  with  an  anfwer  to  the  fame, 
within  54  hours  from  the  date 
hereof. 

“  R.  ParivER,  prelident." 

Lord  Northelk  arrived  atGravefi- 
end,  took  a  little  repofe,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  land  to  town ;  when  after 
flopping  for  a  fliort  time  at  the 
Admiralty,  he  attended  earl  Spencer 
to  the  king. 

1  o  this  application  no  anfwer 
was  returned;  and  Ihortly  after, 
divjfions  took  place  in  the  rebel 
councils.  The  termination  of  the 
mutiny  fucceeded  ;  the  particulars 
¥ol.  XXXIX. 


of  which  are  extra&ed  from  the 
following  letter,  printed  in  the 
Whitehall  Evening  Poll  of  the  17th 
of  June, 

u  Sheernefs,  June  15. 

u  A  violent  difference  of  opinion 
arofe  among  the  men  at  the  Nore 
on  Friday ;  and  it  was  on  that 
afternoon  the  Repulfe  made  for  this 
place,  and  that  the  Leopard  went 
up  the  Thames.  'Other  veffels,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Naffau,  alfo  attempted 
to  efcape,  but  they  were  prevented. 
Some  men  were  killed  in  the  various 
itruggles  on  board  the  Ihips,  and 
many  were  wounded  ;  but  the  moll 
agonizing  fight  was  the  Repulfe, 
which  ran  aground,  and  in  that 
helplefs  fituation,  was  fired  upon  by 
the  Monmouth,  the  veffel  which 
followed  her  clofe.  The  people  of 
this  place  fpeak  with  the  utmoft 
horror  of  the  fight,  and  witii  the 
utmoft  indignation  of  the  crew  of 
the  Monmouth,  who  Were  guilty 
of  fo  barbarous  a  conduct.  They 
naturally  imagined,  that  the  daugh¬ 
ter  was  great  on  board  the  Repulfe, 
but  happily  they  were  deceived  ; 
only  a  lieutenant  loft  his  leg,  and 
another  man  was  wounded  by  a 
fplinter.  This  was  very  'remarkable, 
as  many  'hundred  fhot  were  "fired  at 
her,  and  they  were  feen  in  great 
numbers  to  it nke  the  water  clofe  to 
the  Repulfe.  The  Ardent  afterwards,, 
in  the  dark  efcaped,  and  in  palling 
the  Monmouth,  fired  at  her,  and 
killed  or  wounded  feveral  of  the 
crew.  Next  day,  namely,  011 
Saturday  laft,  the  delegates  finding 
it  impoffible  to  effeci  their  purpole, 
various  proportions  were  made,  but 
dilcord  uni verfally  reigned.  It  was 
then  that  the  red  flags  were  ftruck, 
and  that  the  trade  was  allowed  to 
pafs  up  the  Thames;  a  meafure  which 
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tlie  delegates  took  in  confequence 
of  being  allured,  that  Hopping  the 
trade  had  excited  the  public  indig¬ 
nation;  it  was  then  that  dibruft  of 
each  other,  and  dcfpair  of  fucceed- 
ing  in  their  demands,  took  poffeffion 
of  the  teamen's  minds,  and  that 
every  (hip  was  differed  to  follow  her 
own  courfe.  In  this  ftate  they  re¬ 
mained  on  Sunday,  in  hopes  of  a 
general  pardon  ;  but  finding  that 
government  was  decided  in  refuting 
it,  and  that  the  moll  vigorous  pre¬ 
parations  were  making  to  force 
them  to  fubmiffion ;  finding  that 
their  conduct  was  odious  to  the 
whole  country,  they  refolved  to 
allow  every  Ihip  to  do  the  bell  for 
itfelf,  and  to  oppofe  the  defertion 
no  longer. 

“  On  Monday  night,  the  Naffau, 
the  Standard,  and  others,  made  off’ 
a  little  way  up  the  river  Thames ; 
-and  early  on  Tuefday  morning,  the 
five  fiiips  already  mentioned,  failed 
up  the  river  to  Gravefend,  with  a 
flag  of  truce  flying.  On  Tuefday 
afternoon,  the  Champion  failed  in 
under  the  guns  of  Sheernefs ;  and 
on  Tuefday  night,  the  Monmouth, 
regarded  as  the  moll  defperate  Ihip 
of  all,  came  into  the  Little  Nore, 
under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  to  fur- 
render;  but  Id  little  faith  was  placed 
on  her  apparent  intentions,  that 
every  preparation  was  made  to 
compel  her  to  fubmit.  The  guns  at 
the  fort  were  ready  to  fire  upon  her, 
and  the  Ardent  drew  up  on  the 
oppofite  fide,  fo  that  the  would  then 
have  been  between  two  fires,  if  Ihe 
had  attempted  to  refill.  When  the 
firft  came  in,  it  was  with  difficulty 
the  crew  of  the  llepulfe  could  be 
reftrained  from  going  to  fight  her ; 
fucb  was  their  indignation  at  the 
cruel  conduct  of  the  Monmouth. 

u  The  fame  night,  the  Brilliant 


and  fome  others  came  into  Sheer¬ 
nefs,  and  the  Lion  and  a  frigate  went 
up  the  Thames.  About  three  o’clock 
on  Wednefday  morning,  the  Sand¬ 
wich  came  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort. 

“  The  Grampus  arrived  in  the 
courfe  of  the  forenoon,  and  the 
Director  arrived  off  the  fort  about 
half  pad  four  o'clock.  The  .Swan 
floop  of  war  arrived  in  the  evening. 
She  is  nick-named  the  Little  In¬ 
flexible,  to  dibingmbi  her  for  her 
violence ;  the  Inflexible  being  re¬ 
garded  as  well  characterized  by 
her  name,  as  file  is  the  molt  out- 
rageoully  mutinous,  and  the  moil 
obftinate  of  the  whole  fleet.  There 
was  a  defperate  ffruggle  on  board 
the  Swan,  before  the  loyal  party 
triumphed. 

“  I  now  come  to  that  part  of  my 
narrative,  on  which  you  will  be  molt 
defirous  to  obtain  information ;  I 
mean  the  arreft  of  Parker,  and  the 
furrender  of  the  Sandwich.  Oil 
this  fubje&,  various  falfe  ftories  are 
in  circulation  even  here,  and  no 
doubt  the  mod  abfurd  of  them  have 
found  their  way  into  the  London 
papers.  The  following  fabts  may 
be  depended  upon.  I  have  been  at 
particular  pains  to  afcertain  them. 

“  The  Tailing  to  pieces  of  the 
mutiny,  as  I  have  already  dated, 
made  Parker  as  well  as  others  de- 
fpair  of  their  objebl ;  and  fince 
Sunday,  he  feems  to  have  refrained 
both  from  harfli  conduct  and  in¬ 
temperate  language.  On  Tuefday 
morning  the  crews  of  all  the  blips 
were  extremely  defirous  of  fubmit- 
ting,  provided  a  general  pardon  was 
granted.  The  crew  of  the  Sandwich 
was  particularly  defirous,  and  Parker 
did  not  oppofe  this  fpirit,  a  fpirit 
which  was  rendered  extremely  drong 
by  the  arrival  on  board  of  lieutenant 

Mott, 
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Mott,  with  the  proclamations,.  a£U 
of  parliament,  &e. ;  of  which  the 
men  complained  they  had  been  kept 
in  ignorance  till  that  time,  Tuefday 
forenoon.  In  the  eourfe  of  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  men  refolved  to  fubmit  to 
the  king's  mercy,  conceiving  that  it 
would  no  doubt,  be  extended  to  them, 
who  had  not  known  to  what  extent 
they  had  offended.  In  this  ftate, 
the  Sandwich  came  up  under  the 
guns  of  the  fort,  about  three  o'clock 
on  Wednesday  morning  ;  and  about 
half  pad  fix, admiral  Buckner  s  boat, 
commanded  by  the  cockfwain,  and 
containing  a  piquet  guard  of  the 
Welt  York  militia,  went  on  board  to 
bring  him  on  fhore.  The  fervice 
wras  regarded  as  pregnant  with  dan¬ 
ger.  Several  of  the  officers  of  the 
^Sandwich  were  on  deck,  and  but 
very  few  of  the  men  appeared.  As 
foon  as  Parker  heard  a  boat  was 
come  for  him,  he  furrendered  him- 
Pelf  to  four  of  the  (hip’s  crew,  to 
protect  him  from  the  outrages  of 
the  other  l’eamen,  whole  vengeance 
he  feared.  Admiral  Buckner's  cock¬ 
fwain  told  the  officers  on  deck  his 
bufmefs,  and  claimed  their  affi  fi¬ 
ance.  The  lieutenant  drew  his  . 
fword,  and  the  party,  confiding  of 
eight  or  ten,  went  down  below, 
where  Parker. was  furrendered  into 
their  hands.  They  tied  his  hands 
together  behind,  and  the  officers,  in 
a  very  quiet  manner,  conducted  him 
into  the  boat,  which  had  eight  or 
ten  rowers,  and  a  party  of  the  Wed 
York  militia,  feated  in  the  head, 
with  their  faces  towards  the  hern, 
and  their  muikets  held  upright  in 
their  hands  ready  charged.  Parker 
was  feated  in  the  hern  part,  with 
Ins  face  towards  the  head  ;  behind 
him  was  the  cockfwain,  with  his 
knees  upon  Parker’s  Ihoulders,  fo 
that  Parker  feemcd  to  be  lying 


back  between  his  legs ;  and  before 
Parker,  was  feated  the  lieutenant  of 
the  Sandwich,  holding  adrawn  fword 
over  him.  In  this  fituation  the  boat 
left  the  diip,  and  the  rowers  pulled 
with  fuch  vigour, that  perhaps  never 
boat  fkimmed  over  the  water  more 
fwiftly.  The  top  of  the  hairs,  and 
the  furrounding  parts,  were  crowded 
with  fpedlators,  principally  foldiers. 
Parker  being  landed,  as  he  palled, 
was  much  hiffed  by  thofe  around 
him.  He  appeared  a  little  difcon- 
certed,  but  not  fo  much  abaffied  as 
might  have  been  expected;  and  he 
laid  aloud,  “  Do  not  hoot  me.  It 
is  not  my  fault.  I  will  clear  my- 
felf!"  or  words  to  that  effect.  He 
was  then  marched  through  the 
dock-yard,  by  a  party  of  the  Weft 
York,  and  imprifoned  in  one  of  the 
cells  under  the  chapel  of  the  gar- 
rilbn.  Tbefe  cells,  in  which  the 
other  prifoners  are  finee  lodged,  lay 
three  on  each  fide  as  you  pafs 
through  the  gateway ;  and  overhead, 
forming  the  roof  of  the  gateway,  is 
the  chapel  of  the  garrifon.  The 
cells  appear  to  be  about  ten  feet 
fquare  each, with  thick  doors  covered 
with  plates  of  iron.  Not  the  flighteft 
ray  of  light  can  enter  them.  In 
one  of  thefe,  Parker  was  lodged  for 
fever al  hours,  after  which  he  was 
conduced  to  the  commiffioner’s 
houfe  to  be  examined,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  Maidftone  gaol.  The 
acting  magiftrates  here,  font  down 
by  government,  are  Mr.  Graham,  of 
the  police-office,  Hatton-garden,  and 
Mr.  Williams,  of  the  police-office, 
Whitechapel.  No  queflions  were 
put  to  Parker,  nor  did  he  lay  a  Angle 
word  refpebling  his  examination. 

“  His  perfon  was  merely  identi¬ 
fied,  as  the  perfon  of  him  who  had 
been  the  principal  of  the  mutiny ; 
after  which  a  warrant  was  piade  out 
*  2  to. 
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to  commit  him  to  Maid  ft  one  gaol. 
About  twelve  o’clock  he  was  lent 
oft’  for  that  prifon.  He  was  feated 
in  a  polt-chaife,  between  two  con- 
ftables  of  this  town.  A  rope  tied 
his  elbows  together  behind  his  back, 
and  twenty-lour  foldiers  of  the  Weft 
York  guarded  the  chaife,  part  of 
whom  were  before  and  part  behind. 
They  were  headed  by  a  lieutenant, 
and  as  they  all  walked,  the  chaife 
of  courfe  proceeded  very  ftowly.  In 
this  way  they  marched  to  Maidftone 

gaolw 

“  The  chief  conftable,  who  con¬ 
ducted  him  to  Maidftone,  fays,  Par¬ 
ker  appeared  to  be  in  very  good 
fpirits,  calm  and  collected,  and 
rather  cheerful.  When  afked  what 
he  thought  of  his  kite,  he  appeared 
to  entertain  no  fear  of  pimifhment ; 
laid  that  what  he  had  done  was  not 
his  fault ;  he  was  perfuaded  to  it, 
and  forced  to  it;  he  fhould  clear 
himfelf  when  the  day  of  trial 
came,  &c. 

“  Having  now  difmifted  the  dele¬ 
gate,  Parker,  I  flia.ll  relate  a  few 
other  faffs  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge.  All  the  (hips,  as  they 
have  come  in  and  furrendered,  have 
been  immediately  cleared  of  their 
gunpowder,  for  fear  feme  defperate 
mutineer  fliould  blow  them  up.  It 
is  a  certain  faff,  that  after  the  Re- 
pulfe  had  furrendered,  an  Irifhman 
attempted  to  blow  up  the  veffel.  He 
had  reached  the  door  of  the  powder 
room,  with  a  lighted  match  in  his 
hand,  and  had  knocked  down  the 
fentinel,  when  he  was  feized,  and 
flopped  from  executing  his  infernal 
purpofe.  Fears  were  entertained, 
that  the  fame  defperate  attempt 
would  be  fuccefsfully  made  in  the 
Monmouth,  and  even  in  the  Sand¬ 
wich.  Thofe  thips  and  all  the 
mutineers  were  therefore  deprived 
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of  their  powder;  and,  as  an  old 
Irifli  invalid  faid  to  me,  they  might 
throw  their  bullets  as  far  as  they 
pleafed, 

“  Since  Parker  was  font  off,  a, 
great  many  more  of  the  delegates 
and  committee  men  have  been 
brought  on  fhore.  Ten  have  been 
brought  from  the  Brilliant,  and  fent 
to  Queenborough  gaol.  I  guefs 
that  about  twenty  more  have  been 
brought  on  (bore,  befldes  thofe  I 
have  feen  landed.  Among  that 
twenty  whom  1  have  not  feen,  is 
Davis.  I  have  been  at  the  ftairs 
from  five  tili  eight  o’clock,  and  in 
that  time  there  have  been  landed 
three  boats  full  of  prifoners ;  two 
of  them  containing  fix  each,  and 
one  of  them  two.  The  principal 
part  of  them  have  been  brought 
from  the  Sandwich.  Of  thefe  the 
moft  notorious  are  Jofeph  Hughes, 
Brooks,  a  ferjeant  of  marines,  and 
Oaklefs,  a  quarter-mafter  of  the 
Sandwich.  The  fpebfators  did  not 
infult  them.  They  were  all  guarded 
in  much  the  fame  manner  as  Parker, 
and  lodged  in  the  cells  I  have  al¬ 
ready  dei'eribed. 

“  The  three  (hips  of  the  line,  the 
Montague,  Inflexible,  and  Relli- 
queux,  ftill  hold  out.  They  are  at 
the  Great  Nore,  about  four  or  five 
miles  hence,  but  have  no  red  flags 
flying.  The  union  jack  is  hoifted 
on  all  of  them.  Two  of  them  are 
lying  clofe  to  each  other,  and  the 
other  is  about  a  mile  diftant.  They 
all  have  their  fails  unfurled,  for  the 
purpofe  of  drying  them.  This  has 
given  rife  to  a  report  of  their  being 
on  their  way  to  furrender  to  the 
fort,  but  the  faift  is  otherwife.  I  can 
fee  them  very  plainly  ;  their  fterns 
are  towards  this  place,  and  they  are 
not  moving.  A  very  large  fliip 
looked  up  to  the  Nore  t(us  morning 

about 
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stbout  four  o’clock.  She  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  line-of-battle  (hip,  and  it 
is  fuppofed  came  to  join  the  muti¬ 
neers  ;  for  on  her  feeing  only  three 
fliips  at  the  Nore,  and  thofe  without 
red  flags,  ihe  tacked  about  and  flood 
down  the  Swin  towards  Harwich. 
She  appeared  to  come  from  the 
Downs. 

u  The  Sandwich,  that  theatre  of 
abominable  fcenes,  is  no  longer  to 
have  exillence.  She  is  very  old 
and  very  leaky,  and  is  to  be  broken 
up.  There  are  now  1,400  men  on 
board  her  ;  flie,  as  a  receiving  fhip, 
contained  2,200. 

“  Lord  Keith  and  fome  magif- 
trates  are  now  on  board  the  Sand¬ 
wich,  infpecting  who  are  moll  guilty. 
Thofe  who  are  to  be  tried  for  their 
lives,  are  given  over  to  the  civil 
power,  Thofe  on  whom  puniChment 
of  an  inferior  nature  will  be  inflicted, 
are  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial. 

“  The  captains  and  other  officers 
of  the  various  fliips  are  now  going 
through  them,  beating  up  for  volun¬ 
teers  to  man  the  gun-boats,  for  the 
purpofe  of  attacking  the  three  fliips 
Hill  refraitory  at  the  Nore.  You 
may  rely  on  this  fact :  they  will  be 
attacked  to-morrow  or  the  next  day, 
unlefs  they  furrender.  I  think  they 
will  furrender. 

<s  Two  boats,  with  ten  prifoners 
from  the  Director,  are  come  to  the 
flairs  in  the  dock-yard.  The  firft 
boat  contains  fix  oars,  fix  marines 
at  the  head,  with  their  mufkets  up¬ 
right  in  their  hands,  and  tbeinfelves 
facing  the  flern,  where  in  the  middle 
a  lieutenant  of  the  Director  is  fitting, 
with  three  prifoners  on  each  fide  of 
him.  lliev  are  no  way  bound.  One 
of  them  is  a  ferjeant  of  marines, 
another  a  private,  and  four  feamen. 
They  do  not  appear  to  be  dejeited, 
excepting  one.  The  fecund  boat 


contains  four  feamen,  but  no  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  in  other  refpeds  like  the 
other  boat.  They  are  landed  on 
the  flairs,  and  there  ranged  two  and 
two.  Six  marines  are  drawn  up  on 
each  fide  of  them.  The  lieutenant 
calls  them  over  by  name,  and  they 
each  walk  up  into  the  middle  of  a 
party  of  the  Well  York  militia, 
ftationed  at  the  top  ol  the  hairs, 
who  conduct  them  in  this  manner 
to  the  prifon.  The  attention  has 
been  drawn  from  the  prifoners  to  a 
very  affecting  circumftance  : — -A  re- 
fpeblable  looking  woman,  about  fifty, 
who  has  been  here  a  fortnight,  en¬ 
quiring  for  her  hufband  without  ob¬ 
taining  any  account  of  him,  has 
j Lift  feen  him  pafs,  as  one  of  the 
prifoners,  and  has  fallen  down  111 
a  fit.  She  is  now  recovering.  Several 
women  are  round  her.  She  weeps 
bitterly.  Her  hufband  appears  about 
fifty,  and  is  the  moil  refpectable 
looking  man  of  the  party.” 

Order  and  fubordination  being 
thus  reftored,  it  became  the  painful 
talk  of  government  to  inffidl  punifli- 
ment  on  thofe  who  had,  by  their 
atrocious  conduit,  difhonoured  their 
country  and  the  Rritifh  navy.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  the  trial  of  Parker  com¬ 
menced  the  22d  of  June.  At  eight 
o’clock  a  gun  was  fired  from  the 
Neptune  of  98  guns,  Captain  Stan¬ 
hope,  at  anchor  off  Greenhithe, 
when  the  union  jack  was  hoifted 
at  the  mizen-peak,  as  a  fignal  for 
the  trial.  It  was  near  ten  before 
the  court  was  formally  afifembled, 
and  the  doors  were  thrown  open ; 
when  Richard  Parker,  late  a  fuper- 
numerary  feaman  on  board  the 
Sandwich  guard-fliip,  lying  at  the 
Nore,  was  brought  into  court,  in 
cuftody  of  a  deputy  marfhall  provofl 
of  the  admiralty,  and  placed  at  the 
left  hand  of  the  judge  advocate  ; 

*  L  3  thf 


% 

I50*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


the  provoft  (landing  by  liis  fide  with 
a  drawn  fword.  The  charge  was 
flow  read  by  the  judge  advocate, 
Mr.Benfield.  It  accufed  the  pri- 
foner  of  various  acts  of  mutiny, 
committed  on  board  his  maj city's 
fleet  at  the  More,  of  difobedience 
of  orders,  and  of  contempt  of  the 
authority  of  his  officers  : 

Prefident  vice  admiral  fir  Thomas 
P alley*  bart. ;  commodore  fir  Eraf- 
mus  Gower,  Neptune  98  ;  capt. 
Stanhope,  ditto;  capt,  Markham, 
Centaur,  74  ;  capt.  Williamfon, 
Agincourt,  64 ;  capt.  Wells,  Lan- 
cafter,  64  ;  capt.  Lane,  Acafto,  44  ; 
capt.  fir  Thomas  Williams,  Endy- 
mion,  36  ;  capt.  King,  Sirius,  36 ; 
capt.  Pierrepoint,  Naiad,  36;  and 
capt.  Riou,  Mary  yacht ;  were  now 
fworn,  and  the  lift  of  evidences  was 
called  over  on  both  fides.  Capt. 
Mofs  of  the  Sandwich,  attended  as 
profecutor  on  the  part  of  the  crown. 
Robert  Sims,  gunner  of  the  Sand¬ 
wich,  a  witnefs  for  the  prisoner,  was 
excufed  from  attending  on  account 
of  fevere  indifpofition.  Captain 
Mofs  then  called  vice  admiral 
Buckner,  who  being  fworn,  his 
ieftimony  was  to  this  effect.  That 
on  or  about  the  20th  ult,  he  had 
feen  the  prifoner  parading  about 
the  town  of  Sheernefs,  with  a  red  flag 
difplayed ;  that  on  his  going  on 
board  the  Sandwich,  for  the  purpofe 
of  announcing  to  the  mutineers  his 
majefty’s  proclamation  of  pardon, 
provided  they  immediately  returned 
to  their  duty,  he  was  not  received 
with  the  refpedt  due  to  his  rank  ;  the 
officers  of  the  (hip  had  been  deprived 
of  their  fide  arms,  and  of  all  com¬ 
mand  ;  after  waiting  for  a  con  fide  li¬ 
able  lime  on  board,  Parker  and 
others  went  on  the  quarter  deck, 
and  faid,  “  that  none  but  tbemfelves 
should  be  prefent  there.5'  The  pri¬ 


foner  then  tendered  the  admiral  a 
paper,  containing  what  he  and  others 
called  a  lift  of  grievances ,  faying 
that,  “  until  they  Mere  redrefted, 
they  would  not  give  up  the  poM'er 
they  held  in  their  hands and  that 
“  they  mult  have  the  attendance  of 
the  hoard  of  admiralty,  to  ratify  the 
fame/’ 

Admiral  Buckner  continued  thus: 
— On  or  about  the  22d  of  May, 
certain  troops  arrived  at  Sheernefs,. 
when  the  mutiny  began  to  affume 
a  ftill  more  formidable  appearance. 
On  the  23d,  my  flag  was  ftruck  on 
board  the  Sandwich,  without  any 
orders  from  me.  About  that  time, 
or  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  da}7, 
while  I  was  examining  the  com¬ 
plaints  alleged  againft  two  marines, 
who  had  been  brought  in  by  a  party* 
of  the  military,  the  prifoner,  and  a 
man  named  Davis,  with  I  believe, 
three  or  four  others,  came  abruptly 
into  the  commiffioner’s  houfe  at 
Sheernefs,  and  demanded,  “  why 
thofe  men  (the  marines)  were  in 
cuftody  informing  me,  at  the  fame 
time,  that L  nyy  flag  M7as  ftruck,  that 
I  had  no  longer  any  authority,  and 
that  the  power  M’as  in  their  hands!’ 
They  then,  Parker  being  lpokef- 
man,  took  away  the  men,  as  they 
faid,  to  try  them  for  being  on  (bore. 
Parker  telling  me,  on  my  remon- 
ftrating  with  him  on  the  outrageous 
nature  of  his  conduct,  ‘  that  he  was 
not  to  be  intimidated/  About  the 
4th  of  June,  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  prifoner  Parker,  in  which  lie 
ftyled  himfelf  prefident  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  delegates,  dating,  ‘  that  the 
adminiftration  had  acted  improperly 
in  flopping  the  provifions  for  the 
men,  and  that  their  foolilh  procla- 
'mation  was  calculated  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  honed  men/  The  admiral 
ftated  other  mftances  of  difrefpeef 

on 
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on  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  who 
always  aided  as  the  fpokefman  of  the 
other  delegates.  Admiral  Buckner 
in  his  crofs  examination  by  Parker, 
admitted,  that  Parker  was  not  in 
the  Sandwich  at  the  time  of  his 
going  on  board ;  that  he  knew  not 
whether  he  was  the  caufe  of  the 
difrefpect  with  which  he  had  been 
treated,  and  that  the  prifoner  had 
apologized  for  the  fame,  and  im¬ 
puted  it  to  error.  The  prifoner,  to 
a  queflion  from  the  court,  anfwered, 
that  he  had  no  obfervations  to  make 
which  might  invalidate  that  part  of 
the  admiral's  evidence,  relating  to 
taking  away  the  marines,  and  his 
affertion  to  the  admiral,  that  his 
&uthorit)T  was  at  an  end. 

Lieutenant  JuAice,  of  the  Sand¬ 
wich,  proved  a  general  mutiny,  and 
that  his  orders,  he  then  being  the 
commanding  officer,  had  been  dif¬ 
obeyed.  Captains  O’Bryen,  of  the 
Nathan ;  Fan  court,  of  the  Agamem¬ 
non  ;  Cobb,  of  the  Clyde  ;  Parr, 
of  the  Standard ;  and  Harcourt,  of 
the  Leopard ;  were  afked  if  they 
knew  the  prifoner,  and  it  the  pri¬ 
foner  had  been  on  board  their  re- 
fpeftive  lliips  ;  their  aniwers  were 
in  the  negative.  Mr.  Snipe,  the 
furgeon  of  the  Sandwich,  proved 
having  been  ordered  by  the  delegates 
to  attend  the  punishment  of  a  man, 
fentenced  to  be  flogged  by  them  for 
drunkennefs ;  and  that  Parker,  hand¬ 
ing  on  the  gangway,  told  the  fhip  s 
company,  “  that  whoever  difap- 
proved  of  the  fentence,  and  did  not 
obey  the  orders  of  the  committee, 
migh  expert  to  fhare  the  fame  fate/7 
He  had  afterwards  occalion  to  at¬ 
tend  the  committee,  refpe&ing  the 
Tick,  and  on  all  fuch  occations  Parker 
acted  as  fpokefman  and  prefident, 
and  had  directed  the  witnefs  to  pd- 
iSrefs  himfelf  to  him. 


Capt.  Surridge,  of  the  Iris,  and 
capt.  Dixon,  of  L'Ffpion,  the  latter 
of  whom  accompanied  admiral 
Buckner  on  board  the  Sandwich, 
confirmed  the  admiral's  teftimony. 

Second  day,  Friday,  June  23. — • 
The  court  met  at  ten  o'clock ;  im¬ 
mediately  after  which  the  prifoner 
laid  he  did  not  with  to  give  lord 
Northefk  or  capt.  Knight  the  trouble 
of  attending  as  witnelTes  for  him. 
Their  evidence  would  only  go  to 
prove  his  general  good  behaviour; 
and  it  was  not  fo  neceflary  to  him 
but  that  he  could  dijpenfe  with  it ; 
but  as  he  did  not  fay  the  evidence 
could  he  of  no  ufe,  'the  court  held 
that  lord  Northefk  and  captain 
Knight  fliould  appear  as  witneffes. 

Capt.  John  Wood,  of  the  Hound 
floop,  fworn. — I  know  the  prifoner 
perfectly  ;  he  was  on  board  the 
Hound  in  April  laft,  and  was  fent 
from  the  Hound  to  the  Tender.  I 
faw  nothing  of  the  prifoner  till  the 
2d  of  June,  when  he  came  on  board 
the  Hound.  On  her  arrival  at  the 
Nore,  he  then  told  me,  “  he  had 
the  honour  of  representing  the  whole 
fleet,  an  honour  which  he  fliould 
never  forget ;  that  he  had  under- 
flood  I  had  been  very  violent  with 
feme  of  the  delegates,  and  he  ad- 
vifed  me  not  to  be  fo  violent,  of 
I  mull  take  the  confequences/7  tie 
then  told  me,  “  he  did  not  like  the 
blip's  company ;  that  he  knew  they 
were  attached  to  me,  for  which 
reafon  he  fliould  put  the  fhip  in  a 
fafe  birth,  where  fhe  could  not  make 
her  efcape.”  He  ordered  the  pilot 
“  to  put  the  blip  under  weigh,  and 
carry  her  as  c.lofe  to  the  Sandwich 
as  poiTihle/7  The  pilot  told  him 
u  it  was  ari  improper  time  of  tide/' 
lie  replied,  “  that  if  the  pilot  di4 
not  choofe  to  put  her  under  weigh 
immediately,  he  would  find  means 
H4  tg 
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to  make  him and  at  the  fame  time 
pointed  to  the  yard  rope.  The  pilot 
got  her  under  weigh,  and  laid  her 
clofe  to  the  Sandwich,  when  the 
prifoner  ordered  the  anchor  to  be 
let  go.  We  were  then  hailed  from 
the  Sandwich,  and  told  that  we 
were  too  near  ;  the  prifoner  faid, 
“  I  think  we  are,  Mr.  Davis/’  lie 
immediately  turned  to  the  pilot  with 
threatening  language ;  “  you  have 
committed  0116  miftake,  take  care 
you  do  not  commit  another  ;  if  you 
do,  I’ll  make  a  beef-jicak  of  you  at 
the  yard-arm.7  He  ordered  him  to 
get  under  weigh  again,  and  moor 
the  tlii p  between  the  Sandwich  and 
the  Inflexible.  This  was  done,  and 
the  was  laid  under  the  Sandwich’s 
quarter ;  when  the  prifoner  had  the 
hands  turned  up,  and  harangued 
them  forward  ;  he  a  Iked  if  they  had 
any  complaints  againft  their  offi¬ 
cers  ;  that  thofe  that  they  difliked 
were  to  be  turned  on  fhore  ;  and 
thofe  they  liked,  to  be  kept  on 
board.  After  this,  about  ten  o’clock, 
I  was  taken  out  of  the  fhip ;  I  afked 
"bv  whofe  order  it  was  done?  a  man, 
who  called  himfelf  a  delegate  from 
the  Sandwich,  faid,  by  order  of 
Parker,,  the  prefident.  I  afterwards 
faw  the  prifoner  rowed  about  the 
fleet,  with  a  red  flag  and  a  band  of 
mufic,  with  others  fitting  along  with 
him  in  the  ftern  fheets,  going  from 
fliip  to  fliip,  and  talking  to  their 
crews,  who  cheered  him  as  he  paffed. 
There  was  a  man  on  board  the 
Hound,  put  into  irons  by  order  of 
Parker.  The  prifoner  did  not  con¬ 
iine  me,  or  any  of  my  officers  ;  but 
he  told  me  I  mull  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  fliip.  He  alfo  told  me 
and  the  other  officers,  that  he  pitied 
our  fltuation ;  but  he  mull;  go  on  for 
the  good  of  the  caufe  they  had 
®mbarked  in. 


Lieut.  Flatt  of  the  Sandwich*., 
fworn. — My  firft  knowledge  of  the 
prifoner  was  upon  admiral  BucknerT 
coming  on  board  ;  I  then  faw  him- 
giving  a  paper  to  admiral  Buckner,. 
flatiDg  the  grievances  of  the  fleet* 
and  heard  him  fay,  that  he  was  pre¬ 
fident  of  the  delegates  of  the  fleet. 
On  the  <!&  of  June,  he  defired  me 
to  go  over  on  tile  ftarboard  fide  of 
the  deck,  and  receive  orders.  44  You 
are  ordered,  fir  (faid  he),  to  receive 
1 1 1  men  from  the  tender,  and  to- 
give  a  receipt  for  them  as  ufual 
and  we  are  anfwerable  for  what  we 
do.”  He  muttered  the  men,  and  I 
gave  the  receipt.  I  was  fent  foe 
again,  and  ordered  to  give  a  receipt 
for  15  men  from  the  Lynn  tender, 
which  I  complied  with,  I  was  told' 
by  Davis,  that  it  was  by  order  of 
the  prifoner  and  the  committee.  On 
or  about  the  9th  of  June,  I  was  a 
prifoner  in  the  ward  room  ;  I  faw 
the  prifoner  palling  under  the  ftern 
of  the  fliip  in  a  boat,  and  heard 
three  cheers  given  him  over  head. 
The  prifoner  turned  round,  and  faid,. 

44  he  was  going  onboard  theDiredtorr 
to  bring  a  fpring  on  her  cable,  and 
would  fend  her  and  them  (meaning, 

I  believe  the  R.epulfe)  to  the  Devil/5 
The  Repulfe  was  then  aground,  I 
faw  the  prifoner  go  on  board  the 
Diredlor,  and  faw  a  fpring  on  the 
cable.  A  very  heavy  fire  then 
commenced  on  the  Repulfe  from 
that  fliip.  I  did  not  fee  the  prifoner 
return.  On  the  14th,  Parker  pro- 
pofed  that  lieutenant  Mott  fhould  be 
lent  on  fhore  for  the  king’s  procla¬ 
mation,  which  being  received  and  ' 
read,  the  prifoner  gave  three  cheers, 
gave  up  the  keys  of  the  magazine, 
and  faid,  44  I  give  up  the  charge 
of  the  fliip  to  you.”  The  prifoner 
afterwards  came  and  defired  me  to 
confine  him.  I  then  told  him  I 

Y/Ould 
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"viould  order  him  to  the  cabin,  and 
put  two  Sentinels  over  him  ;  he  re¬ 
futed  going,  and  faid  he  would  heave 
at  the  capftern.  This  was  on  Tuef- 
day  evening.  I  confulted  whether 
it  was  proper  to  confine  him  while 
we  were  under  weigh,  or  wait  till 
we  got  into  the  garrifon  of  Sheer- 
nefs;  and  it  was  agreed  upon  that 
he  fhould  be  confined  immediately. 
Lieutenant  Mott  and  myfelf,  went 
and  met  the  prifoner  on  the  quarter 
deck  ;  lieutenant  Mott  laid  hold  of 
him  by  the  collar,  and  brought  him 
down  to  the  lower  deck,,  put  him  in 
a  lieutenant's  cabin,  and  placed  two 
fentinels  over  him.  The  morning 
after,  I  went  down  at  four  o'clock, 
and  by  admiral  Buckners  orders, 
put  him  in  irons.  The  prifoner  was 
afterwards  carried  on  foore  by  cap¬ 
tain  Mofs’s  orders.  In  his  crofs- 
examination  by  the  prifoner,  lieu¬ 
tenant  Flatt  obferved,  that  Parker  s 
condudt,  fubfequent  to  the  reading 
of  the  proclamation,  was  fubmifive 
and  refpedful. 

Mr.  Livingftone,  boaifrvain,  and 
Samuel  Hillard,  carpenter,  of  the 
Director,  fwore  to  the  prifoneris 
having  gone  on  board  their  fliip 
while  the  Repulfe  was  aground ; 
they  feverally  depofed,  that  when 
the  prifoner  came  onboard,  he  came 
aft  on  the  quarter  deck,  and  re¬ 
queued  a  boat  to  go  with  a  hag  of 
truce  on  board  the  Repulfe,  to  fave 
innocent  blood ;  but  then  he  ordered 
all  hands  to  be  called.  The  boat 
was  denied.  He  then  wanted  to 
flip  the  blip's  cable,  to  go  along-jfide 
of  the  Repulfe,  which  was  denied. 
He  upon  this  ordered  a  fpring  to  be 
got  on  the  cable,  to  bring  her  broad- 
iide  to  bear  upon  the  R.epulfe  at 
once.  When  the  fpring  was  on,  he 
ordered  it  to  be  hoved  in,  and  to 
bear  away  the  befl  bower.  As  the 


fliip  came  round,  he  ordered  them 
to  point  her  guns  at  the  Repulfe. 
A  gun  was  bred  from  the  Repulfe.. 
Then  the  prifoner  gave  orders  to 
fire  at  the  Repulfe  from  all  the 
decks,,  as  fhe  had  fired  fir  ft ;  and 
the  order  was  repeated  by  one  of 
the  delegates  of  oar  flip,  and  was 
complied  with. 

Thomas  Barry,  a  feaman  of  the 
Monmouth,  fworn. — When  thp  pri¬ 
foner  came  on  board  the  Monmouth, 
at  the  time  the  Repulfe  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  cfcape  into  Sheernefs 
harbour,  he  took  the  command  of 
all  the  Monmouth’s  fprecaftle  guns* 
Hie  gun  which  I  attended,  was 
bred  fix  times  at  the  Repulfe;  when 
the  gun  was  going  to  be  loaded  the 
feventh  time,  he  was  not  content 
with  a  nine  pound  fhot  that  was  in 
her,  but  took  a  crow  bar,  and  put, 
the  thick  end  in  firft.  I  immediately 
took  it  out  of  his  hand,  when  he 
gave  me  a  fhove,  and  I  fell  over  the 
heel  of  the  top-mail.  After  that 
I  was  kept  forwards  on  the  forecaille 
by  one  V mice,  a  quarter-mailer,  who 
aried  as  captain  of  the  fliip.  Being 
there,  an  hour  and  a  half,  I  came  ok 
deck,  when  the  prifoner  was  (land¬ 
ing  on  the  heel  of  the  topmaft.  He 
ordered  Vance  to  flip  the  bower, 
and  go  along  fide  the  Repulfe,  and 
fend  her  to  hell,  where  fhe  belonged 
to,  and  foew  her  no  quarter.  After 
that,  he  faid,  lie  did  not  hay  any 
longer  on  board  the  Monmouth. 

In  anfwcr  to  a  quefrion  from  the 
prefident,  he  faid,  that  the  prifoner 
fired  the  after-maft  gun  on  the  fore- 
caftle,  but  he  did  not  know  there 
were  any  guns  fired  from  the  Moo- 
mouth,  before  the  prifoner  came  on 
board. 

Q.  from  the  prifoner. — Had  you 
f  red  any  guns  yourfelf  before  you 
firil  few  me  on  board  ?  A.  No. — « 

Q.  Had 
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Q.  Had  there  been  any  guns  fired 
from  any  part  of  the  fhip,  before 
the  forecaftle  guns  were  fired?  A. 
Yes;  the  quarter  deck  guns  were 
fired.- — Q.  You  have  been  talking 
about  hell ;  I  wifii  to  know  whether 
you  have  been  promifed  any  thing 
for  advancing  this  hellith  account  ? 
■ — A.  No  ;  I  have  not  been  promifed 
any  thing;. 

The  prifoner.^— I  will  bring  wit- 
neffes  to  difprove  what  this  man  has 

faid. 

John  Summerland,  boatfwain’s 
mate  of  the  Monmouth,  related  the 
circumflances  which  took  place  on 
board  the  Monmouth. — I  faw  the 
prifoner  handing  on  fornething,  as 
if  he  was  going  to  make  afpeech. 
Capt.  Vance  wanted  to  fpeak  firft, 
but  the  prifoner  would  not  allow  it; 
lie  infilled  on  the  fhip  flipping'  her 
cables-  The  flip’s  company  would 
not  agree  to  this.  Parker  then  faid 
he  would  go  to  another  fhip,  which 
fiiould  take  him  along-fide  the  Leo¬ 
pard,  and  fend  her  to  hell.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Repulfe  got  off,  and 
upon  that  Parker  (hook  his  fill,  and 
laid,  “  Damn  her  ;  Ihe  is  off/’  lie 
then  went  on  board  the  Sandwich. 

Here  the  evidence  for  the  profecu- 
tion  clofed ;  and  then  the  prefident 
alked  the  prifoner  when  he  would  be 
ready  to  enter  on  his  defence  ?  The 
prifoner  faying  he  could  not  he 
ready  to-morrow,  was  alked,  whe¬ 
ther  he  would  be  ready  on  Monday. 
He  anfwered,  that  he  thought  he 
fiiould,  and  the  defence  was  put  off 
till  Monday.  ' 

On  Monday  the  25th,  the  court 
met  at  nine  o’clock,  and  the  prifoner 
being  brought  in,  was  ordered  bv 
the  prefident  to  make  bis  defence, 
and  l’upport  it  by  evidence. 

Prifoner. — “  As  I  have  been  at  fea 
from  my  youth,  as  is  well  known  to 


a  number  of  this  court,  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  expected  that  I  Humid 
drefs  up  my  defence  in  the  language 
a  lawyer  would  have  done,  if  I 
could  have  employed  one.  Nothing 
fupports  me  hut  the  confcioufnefs 
that  what  I  did  was  in  compliance 
with  orders,  for  the  purpofe  of  ren¬ 
dering  itlefs  difaftrous  than  it  would 
otherwife  have  been,  had  1  not  en¬ 
tered  into  the  mutiny.  Every  thing 
I  did  was  folely  for  the  purpofe  of 
conciliation.  1  was  on  fhore  when 
admiral  Buckner  came  on  board  ; 
and  told  the  admiral  afterwards, 
that  1  was  lorry  he  had  not  been  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  ufual  marks  of  re- 
fpect,  and  the  Ihips  fiiould  cheer  him 
if  he  willied  it.  The  admiral  had 
fated,  that  a  buftle  was  made  to  man 
the  fide;  this  buftle  was  made' at 
the  rilk  of  my  life.  An  opinion  had 
been  propagated  on  board  the  dif¬ 
ferent  flips,  that  admiral  Buckner 
was  not  competent  to  fettle  the  dis¬ 
contents  fulfilling  in  the  fleet;  and 
the  Inflexible  had  declared,  that  if 
any  refpect  was  fliewn  to  the  admi¬ 
ral,  they  would  come  alongfide  of  the 
Sandwich,  and  fink  her.  Notwith- 
fianding.  all  that  had  been  faid  re- 
fpetfing  the  Sandwich,  it  was  not 
there  the  mutiny  began  :  it  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  Inflexible,  and  there  iff- 
was  always  the  molt  violent.  Ad¬ 
miral  Buckner's  flag  was  hauled  down 
without  my  knowledge  ;  it  was  ftrnck 
when  he  was  going  on  fhore  with 
the  propofitions  of  the  committee. 

“  With  regard  to  the  marines  who 
were  taken  from  the  admiral’s 
hoiife,  the  admiral  permitted  me  to 
examine  them  ;  and  upon  my  put¬ 
ting  feme  queltions,  the  admiral  ob- 
lerved,  “  Now,  Parker,  you  are 
coming  to  the  point.”  The  marines 
were  then  delivered  to  the  dele¬ 
gates,  and  it  was  defired  that  they 

fiiould 
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should  be  confined  when  they  went 
on  board. 

“  When  he  law  admiral  Buckner, 
after  his  flag  was  (truck,  the  admi¬ 
ral  faid,  Parker,  my  flag  is  (truck; 
confider  my  feelings.”  He  anfwered, 
“  I  have  feelings,  admiral  Buckner, 
and  I  do  confider  your’s  ;  I  am  lorry 
to  fee  it,  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
prevent  it.” 

£t  Captain  Surridge,  of  the  Iris, 
fays,  he  recolieCts  my  being  alhore 
the  laft  time,  and  faw  the  delegates 
of  the  north-fea  fleet  give  me  the 
additional  articles ;  this  evidence 
fays,  he  never  faw  any  difrefpeCt 
in  me. 

(£  I  wentto  captain  Wood, in  order 
to  befriend  him,  though  he  was  lent 
out  of  the  fhip  ;  I  never  knew  it  till 
he  depofed  it,  and  he  did  not  produce 
the  men  who  told  him  that  I  or¬ 
dered  it.” 

Parker  then  recapitulated  much  of 
the  evidence,  without  any  comment. 
To  account  for  his  being  on  board  the 
Director,  he  faid,  he  went  to  order 
the  band  to  play  the  tunes,  God  fave 
the  king,  Rule  Britannia,  and  Bri¬ 
tons  Jirike  home .  When  he  was  told 
the  Director  was  preparing  to  fire, 
he  went  direCtly  on  board  to  prevent 
it;  and  having  firft  in  vain  addreffed 
the  crew,  he  alked  if  fhe  would  flip 
her  cable,  to  fee  how  far  they  would 
go,  and  was  glad  to  find  them  re¬ 
fute  ;  but  they  being  determined  to 
fire,  he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
fiorm,  and  pretend  to  join  in  an  ad 
his  heart  detefted.  He  then  animad¬ 
verted  on  a  few  points  of  Barry’s 
evidence,  declaring  he  mult  have 
miftaken  him  for  tome  other  perfon. 
Perceiving  that  the  Monmouth  was 
very,  active  in  firing  on  the  Repulfe, 
he  went  on  board  to  endeavour  to 
appeafe  the  crew.  It  would  have 
been  an  idle  Quixotic  adventure  to 


attempt,  at  that  time  of  the  tides, 
to  follow  the  Leopard.  He  lhould 
prove  that  the  Director  and  Mon¬ 
mouth  both  fired  on  the  Repulfe  be¬ 
fore  he  went  on  board.  Before  the 
Sandwich  was  delivered  up  to  her 
officers,  a  fignal  was  made  for  the 
delegates  to  affemble  on  hoard  the 
Montague,  and  their  proceedings 
then  were  extremely  violent,  and 
he  did  not  go. 

William  Livingffone,  boatfwain  of 
the  Director,  and  Samuel  Hillard, 
carpenter  of  the  Director,  heard  me 
alk  for  a  boat,  to  go  with  a  flag  of 
truce,  to  prevent  innocent  blood  from 
being  fhed ;  they  heard  the  guns 
fire,  but  did  not  hear  me  give  the 
order.  ' 

“  I  have,”  faid  he,  “  only  a  few 
words  to  add  ;  not  to  remind  the 
court  that  where  mercy  can  have 
place,  it  ought  to  be  ffiewn,  being 
convinced,  from  the  candid  manner 
in  which  they  have  acted,  that  juf- 
tice  will  be  done  ;  but  to  requeff, 
that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  fcru- 
tinize  the  evidence  of  Barry  with 
the  ufmoli  rigour.  1  have  faid  this 
for  the  purpofe  of  clearing  my  cha¬ 
racter,  which  is  dearer  to  me  than 
a  thoufand  lives ;  and  however  my 
conduCt  has  been  mifreprefented,  in 
the  public  prints,  I  truft  my  inno¬ 
cence  will  appear.  My  country  al¬ 
lows  me  jultice,  and  juftice  I  am 
hire  1  fhall  have  from  this  honour¬ 
able  court.” 

Having  finilhed  his  defence,  which 
he  read  from  a  paper,  he  was  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  Court  to  withdraw  a 
little. 

Lord  North  elk,  captain  of  the 
Monmouth,  was  then  called  and 
(worn,  and  being  examined  by  the 
prifoner,  ffated,  that  he  was  on 
board  the  Sandwich  on  the  6th  of 
June;  that  the  feamen  in  the  cabin 
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faid  they  were  very  loyal,  and  that 
the  band,  by  the  prifoner’s  orders, 
on  his  entering  the  cabin,  ftruck 
lip  God  fare  the  king ;  that  the 
prifoner  appeared  to  his  lordfhip 
as  president  and  chief  fpokefman 
of  the  delegates ;  and  that  the 
letter  (inferted  in  page  145)  de¬ 
manding  a  redrefs  of  grievances 
in  54  hours,  was  delivered  to  him 
by  Parker,  by  direction  of  all  the 
delegates,  and  that  they  declared 
they  were  neither  jacobins  nor 
traitors. 

Captain  Knight,  of  the  Montague, 
depofed,  that  when  he  was  on  board 
the  Sandwich,  he  heard  the  band 
play  God  Jave  Ike  king ,  and  Britons 
Jtrike  home ;  and  alfo  heard  the 
crew,  and  the  prifoner  himfelf,  fay, 
that  he  venerated  their  fovereian  ; 
and  he  further  heard  the  prifoner 
fay,,  if  there  was  a  certainty  the  ene¬ 
my  were  at  fea,  they  would  take  the 
fleet  under  their  own  direction,  and 
go  in  fearch  of  them  ;  and  if  the 
Dutch  fleet  were  in  the  Texel,  he 
would  lead  the  fleet  in  and  attack 
them,  to  prove,  to  the  nation  that 
they  were  neither  rebels  nor  traitors. 
Captain  Knight  faid,  thefe  loyal 
expreffions  were  made  on  the  8th, 
after  the  ftaridard  was  hoifted  at  the 
fore-topmaft  head,  and  the  red  at 
the  main ;  that  he  received  a  letter 
from  the  delegates  of  the  Montague, 
Hating  that  they  felt  for  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  giving  him  leave  to  go 
afhore  with  his  lady,  on  condition  of 
returning  in  three  days ;  directing 
him  to  tell  admiral  Buckner  that 
the  officers  were  detained  as  li  ou¬ 
tages;  he  was  informed  by  the  pri¬ 
foner,  or  feme  of  his  affociates,  that 
they  wifhed  to  eftablifti  the.  red  flag, 
find  fight  under  it,  as  the  Dutch  had 
itolen  it  from  the  Britiffi.  lie  was 
ribbed  of  his  authority  before  he 


went  to  the  Sandwich,  or  faw  the 
prifoner. 

Thomas  Barry,  feaman,  of  the 
Monmouth,  who  had  been  examined 
011  the  part  of  the  profecutipn,  was 
called  in  and  examined  by  the  pri¬ 
foner;  but  his  evidence  only  went  to 
prove,  that  the  time  when  the  pri¬ 
foner  fired  the  forecaftle  guns  of  the 
Monmouth  on  the  Repulfe,  was  four 
o’clock,  and  the  introducing  of  the 
crow  bar  into  the  gun,  with  intent 
to  be  fired,  was  ten  minutes  before 
four. 

Jacob  Swainfon  depofed,  that  he 
heard  the  prifoner  mention  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  mutiny,  a  with 
that  it  was  fettled.  He  heard  the 
prifoner  fay,  when  the  Repulfe  was 
aground,  that  he  would  go  on  board 
the  Diredor,and  get  a  fpring  on  her 
cable  ;  and  if  his  father  was  on  board 
that  fliip,  he  would  fend  her  to  hell, 
for  that  was  where  fhe  belonged  to. 
lie  recolleded  the  prifoner  laying, 
he  thought  it  was  a  good  caufe,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  they  fhould  gain 
redrefs  of  their  grievances;  end  alfo 
his  having  laid,  it  was  a  great  pity 
the  Inflexible  fhould  have  been  in 
the  fleet,  for  if  it  had  not  been  for 
that  fhip,  things  would  have  been 
amicably  fettled  long  fince. 

Edward  Allen,  Matthew  Hol- 
lifter,  William  Hobbes,  George  Ni- 
cholls,  and  Samuel  Beer,  feamen, 
were  called  in  ;  but  their  evidence 
was  of  no  conl’equence,  either  for  or 
again  ft  the  prifoner. 

Prifoner. — u  I  have  no  morewit- 
neffes.  I  hope  the  court  will  recoi¬ 
led,  that  by  the  evidence  of  the  pro- 
fecution  1  was  ready  and  aftifting  in 
giving  up  the  Sandwich  to  her  offi¬ 
cers,  and  I  hope  they  wall  confider 
all  the  circumftances  of  my  cafe 
with  liberality  and  candour.” 

Preftdent,— “  You  may  rely  that 

the 
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the  court  will  give  due  weight  to 
every  cireurnftance  in  your  favour. 
Take  away  the  prifoner,  and  clear 
the  court. 

The  ftrangers  withdrew,  and  the 
court  proceeded,  at  half-pad  two 
o’clock,  to  confider  their  fentence. 

At  half-pad  four  o’clock,  the  pri¬ 
foner  was  called  in  again,  and  the 
court  thrown  open.  The  Judge  Ad¬ 
vocate  then  proceeded  to  date,  that 
the  court  having  heard  evidence  on 
the  charges,  and  the  prifoner’s  de¬ 
fence,  are  im$nirhoufly  of  opinion, 
“  That  the  whole  of  the  charges  are 
fully  proved,  that  the  crime  is  as  un¬ 
precedented  as  wicked ,  as  ruinous  to 
the  navy  as  to  the  peace  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  country  :  the  court  doth 
therefore  adjudge  him  to  death  ;  and 
he  is  ordered  to  fujfer  death  occur d- 
ingly,  at  jack  time  and  place  as  the 
lords  commijjioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  or  any  three  of  them ,  jhall 
appoint.” 

Parker,  with  a  degree  of  fortitude 
and  undifmayed  compofure,  which 
excited  the  adonilhment  and  admi¬ 
ration  of  every  one,  fpoke  as  follows  : 

“  1  have  heard  your  fentence — 
I  fnall  fubmit  to  it  without  a  druggie 
■ — 1  feel  thus,  becaufe  I  am  fenfible 
of  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions. 
Whatever  offences  may  have  been 
committed,  I  hope  my  life  will  be 
the  only  faeridce. — I  trud  it  will  be 
thought  a  fufficient  atonement.  Par¬ 
don,  1  befeech  you,  the  other  men  ; 
they  will  return  with  alacrity  to 
their  duty.” 

The  preffdent  add  reded  him  in  a 
fhort  fpeech,  in  which  he  laid,  that 
in  confuieration  of  his  manifold  and 
heinous  offences,  the  court  had 
thought  proper  not  to  fix  the  time 
of  his  puniihment,  which  they  were 
authorized  to  do  ;  but,  in  order  to 
allow  him  tirjie  for  repentance,  had 


left  if  to  the  diferetion  of  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  admiralty* 

The  prifoner  bowed,  and  faid  he 
was  obliged  to  them  for  that  con¬ 
fide  ration. 

On  Friday  the  yqtii,  the  prifoner, 
who  had  taken  his  ufual  repad  in 
the  birth  allotted  him  in  the  gun¬ 
room,  and  paffed  the  night  in  great 
compofure,  was  awaked  a  little  after 
dx  o’clock  from  a  found  fleep  by  the 
marfhal  proved,  who,  with  a  file  off 
marines,  compofed  his  guard  :  he 
arofe  with  cheerfulnefs,and  requeded 
permifhon  might  be  afked  for  a  bar¬ 
ber  to  attend  him,  which  was  grant¬ 
ed  ;  he  foon  d reded  himfelf  in  a 
neat  fuit  of  mourning  (waidcoat  ex¬ 
cepted)  fent  him  by  a  friend  of  the 
name  of  Templar,  wearing  bis  half 
boots  over  a  pair  of  black  filk  dock¬ 
ings;  he  then  took  Ins  break  fad, 
talked  of  a  will  he  had  written,  in 
which  he  bequeathed  to  his  wife,  a 
little  edate  he  faid  he  was  heir  to  ; 
and  after  that  lamented  the  misfor¬ 
tune  that  had  been  brought  on  the 
country  by  the  mutiny,  but  folembly 
denied  having  the  lead  connection  or 
correlpondence  with  any  di  (affected 
perfons  on  (bore,  and  declared,  that 
it  was  chiefly  owing  to  him,  that 
the  fhips  had  not  been  carried  into 
the  enemy’s  ports.  At  half-pad 
eight  he  was  told  that  the  chaplain 
of  the  /hip  was  ready  to  attend  him 
to  prayers  upon  the  quarter-deck, 
which  he  immediately  afeended, 
uncovered.  At  his  fir  ft  entrance  on 
the  deck,  be  looked  a  little  paler 
than  common,  but  foon  recovered 
his  ufual  complexion  ;  he  bowed  to 
the  officers,  and  a  chair  being  al¬ 
lowed  him,  he  fat  down  a  few  mo¬ 
ments,  and  deaddy  furveyed  the 
military  array  of  the  marines  under 
arms,  round  the  deck  ;  he  then  arofe, 
and  told  the  clergyman  he  wifiied  to 
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attend  him ;  the  chaplain  informed 
him,  that  he  had  felefted  two 
pfalrns  appropriate  to  his  fituation, 
to  which  the  prifoner  afienting,  faid, 
u  And  with  your  permiffion,  fir, 
I  will  add  a  third, ”  and  named  the 
51ft,  that  beautiful  confeffional  of 
David,  and  imploring  of  forgivenefs; 
— “  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God, 
after  thy  great  goodnefs  ;  according 
to  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies,  do 
away  mine  offences  !”  &c.  He  then 
recited  each  alternate  verfe,  in  a 
manner  peculiarly  impreffive.  At 
nine,  the  preparatory  gun  was  fired 
from  I/Efpion,  which  he  heard  with¬ 
out  the  fmallefl  emotion.  Prayers 
being  foon  after  clofed,  he  rofe,  and 
afked  captain  Mofs,  if  he  might  be 
indulged  with  a  glafs  of  white  wine  ? 
which  being  immediately  granted, 
he  took  it,  and  lifting  up  his  eyes, 
exclaimed, — “  I  drink  firft  to  the 
falvation  of  my  foul,  and  next  to 
the  forgivenefs  of  all  my  enemies  !” 
Addrelfing  himfelf  to  captain  Mofs, 
he  faid,  “  he  hoped  he  would  (hake 
hands  with  him,”  which  the  captain 
did ;  he  then  defired,  “  that  he  might 
be  remembered  to  his  companions 
on  board  the  Neptune,  with  his  laft 
dying  intreaty  to  them,  to  prepare 
for  their  deftiny,  and  to  refrain  from 
unbecoming  levity  ”  His  arms  being 
now  bound,  the  folemn  proceffion 
moved  from  the  quarter-deck  to  the 
fforecaftle. 

Afcending  the  fcaflfold,  he  afked 
the  captain,  “  whether  he  might  be 
allowed  to  fpeak  ?”  and  immediately 
apprehending  his  intention  might  he 
rnifconceived,  he  added,  “  I  am  not 
going,  fir,  to  ad'diefs  the  (hip’s  com¬ 
pany.  1  with  only  to  declare,  that 
i  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  the  fen- 
ience  under  which  1  fuffer,  and  I 
hope  my  death  may  he  deemed  a 
fuitcient  atonement,  and  fave  the 


lives  of  others.”  He  now  requefied  3 
minute  to  collect  himfelf,  and  knelt 
down  alone  about  that  fpace  of 
time  ;  then  rifing  up,  he  faid,  “  I  am 
ready.”  The  halter  being  adjufted, 
and  the  cap  being  drawn  over  his 
face,  he  walked  by  firm  fteps  up  to 
the  extremity  of  the  fcaffold  ;  he 
dropped  the  handkerchief,  put  his 
hands  in  his  coat-pockets  with  great 
rapidity,  and  affthe  moment  as  he 
was  fpringing  off,  the  fatal  bow-gun 
fired,  and  the  reeve-rope  catching 
him,  run  him  up,  though  not  with 
great  velocity,  to  the  yard-arm. 
When  fufpended  about  mid-way,  by 
the  elafticity  of  the  rope,  his  body 
l'eemed  extremely  convulled  for  a 
few  feconds,  immediately  after 
which,  no  appearance  of  life  re¬ 
mained.  It  being  tide  of  ebb,  the 
flarboard  yard-arm  pointed  to  the 
I fie  of  Grain,  where  fcaffolding  was 
ereded  for  fpechitors  on  fiiore.  The 
whole  condud  of  this  awful  cere¬ 
mony  was  extremely  decorous  and 
impreffive.  He  differed  exadly  at 
half-pail  nine,  and  was  lowered 
down,  after  hanging  at  the  yard-arm 
a  full  hour,  when  the  yellow  flag 
was  (truck,  and  his  body  inftantly 
put  into  a  fhell  that  had  been  pre¬ 
pared  for  it,  with  all  his  clothes  on; 
and  foon  after  it  was  taken  in  one  of 
the  Sandwich’s  boats,  and  rowed 
to  the  eaft  point  of  the  garrifon,  ar.d 
there  being  landed,  was  carried  to 
the  new  naval  burying-ground,  out 
of  the  Red  Barrier  gate,  leading  to 
Minlter ;  the  coffin-lid  was*  here 
taken  off  to  the  fpedators  for  a  few 
minutes  ;  his  countenance  appeared 
not  much  altered,  but  his  eyes  were 
wide  open,  lie  was  interred  exactly 
at  noon. 

On  the  morning  Parker  was  ex-, 
ecuted  on  board  the  Sandwich,  his 
wife  made  feveral  efforts  to;  get  on 
1 1  board 
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board  to  take  leave  of  him,  but  was 
prevented;  flue  had  come  in  the 
night  from  London  for  the  purpofe, 
but  all  boats  approaching  the  Sand¬ 
wich  were  ordered  to  keep  off.  Par¬ 
ser's  body  was  taken  on  (bore,  and 
buried  in  the  church-yard  of  Sheer- 
nefs,  from  whence  Mrs.  Parker, 
with  the  affiffance  of  two  women, 
got  the  coffin  away  in  the  night,  and, 
by  the  help  of  a  fiifh-cart,  had  it  con¬ 
veyed  out  of  the  garrifon,  and  taken 
to  Rochefter.  At  Rochefter,  the 
agreed  with  the  driver  of  a  caravan 
to  take  it  to  town  for  fix  guineas, 
and  deliver  it  at  the  Hoop  and 
Horfe-thoe,  Queen-ftreet,  Little  Tow¬ 
er-Hill,  where  (lie  had  hired  a  room 
for  the  purpofe.  As  loon  as  the 
corpfe  had  arrived  on  Saturday  even¬ 
ing,  and  it  was  known  whole  body 
was  depofitcd  there,  the  people  began 
at  firft  to  affemble  through  curiofity ; 
but  afterwards  fome,  from  oilier  mo¬ 
tives,  introduced  themfelves  to  this 
unfortunate  woman,  on  the  pretence 
of  charitable  fympathy,  requefting 
they  might  be  permitted  to  lee  her 
hufband  interred  in  a  manner  Rata¬ 
ble  to  his  condition.  Theconcourfe 
of  vifitors  increafed  on  Sunday  and 
Mondav,  to  a  number  which  called 
upon  the  magiftrates  for  their  in¬ 
terference.  Mrs.  Parker  was  de- 
fired  to  attend  the  Police  Office  in 
Lambeth-  ft  re  et,  where  the  was  in¬ 
terrogated  refpecting  her  intentions 
in  removing  the  body  of  her  hufband 
from  Sheernefs.  Her  anfwer  was, 
“  to  take  him  down  either  to  his 
“  own  family  at  Exeter,  or  to  hers 
“  in  Scotland,  to  bury  him  like  a 
“  chriftian.”  She  was  then  aiked, 
whether  it  was  true  that  (he  had 
f'uffered  kirn  to  be  (hewn  for  money  ? 
She  burft  into  a  Rood  of  tears,  and 
replied,  “  Do  I  appear  like  a  mcn- 
“  fier  fo  unnatural?’'  It  proved 
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afterwards,  that  there  was  not  the 
final  left  foundation  for  fo  injurious  a 
repprt.  The  body  was,  by  order  of 
the  Magiftrates,  fent  to  the  work- 
houfe  in  Nightingale-lane,  and  from 
thence  taken  and  buried  at  White¬ 
chapel  church. 


Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  at 
Tranent,  on  Tuefday  the  2,9th  of 
Avgust ,  at  the  Meeting  of  the 
Deputy  Lieutenants  of  the  District 
of  East  Lothian,  for  carrying  the 
Militia  Act  into  execution. 

A  VARIETY  of  falfe  and  un¬ 
founded  reports,  and  grofs  mifrepre- 
fentation  of  fads,  have  gone  abroad 
relative  to  the  very  unpleafant 
affair  which  occurred  at  Tranent, 
at  the  meeting  of  the  deputy  lieu¬ 
tenants  for  carrying  the  militia  act 
into  execution.  Perfons,  it  is  well 
known,  have  been  fent  out  to  collect 
information  fuited  to  their  views, 
from  the  guilty  agents  in  the  tumul¬ 
tuous  proceedings  of  that  day,  and 
from  fuch  polluted  fources  have  the 
ftatements  been  drawn  which  have 
been  induftrioufly  circulated,  for  the 
obvious  purpofe  of  juftifying  the 
infults  offered  to  the  laws,  and  en¬ 
couraging  the  deluded  people  to 
attempt  a  repetition  of  them. 

From  thele  conftderations  it  has 
been  judged  neceffary  to  colled  in¬ 
formation  on  the  fubjed  from  au¬ 
thentic  fources  ;  and  feveral  minute 
details  have  accordingly  been  pro¬ 
cured  from  perfons  who  had  the  beft 
opportunities  of  acquiring  informa¬ 
tion,  and  whofe  honour  and  veracity 
are  above  fufpicion.  To  the  tem¬ 
perate,  patient,  and  humane  condud 
of  the  military,  which  has,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  been  the  fubjed  of  the 
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grofTe'ft  mifreprefention,  thofe  ac¬ 
counts  bear  uniform  and  honourable 
teftimony.  It  is  in  juftice  to  them, 
land  to  the  other  perfons  who  have 
been  thus  calumniated  ;  it  is  to  hold 
rip  to  the  indignation  of  the  country 
thofe  criminal  attempts  to  difturb 
its  peace,  which  have  not  even  the 
fhadow  of  a  pretence  to  juftifv  them, 
that  the  following  corred  flatement 
is  published : 

The  affair  of  Tranent,  it  appears, 
had  been  for  feveral  days  in  agita¬ 
tion.  On  the  evening  of  the  affth 
of  Auguft,  the  day  preceding  the 
diffrid  meeting,  a  number  of  difoy 
derly  people  of  Pencaitland  and  the 
neighbouring  parifhes,  made  a  violent 
&fffault  on  the  houfe  and  property  of 
James  Sanderfon,  fchoolmaffer,  at 
Pencaitland ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  humane  and  feafonable  in¬ 
terference  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Pyper, 
rainifter  of  the  parifo,  both  he  end 
Iris  wife  had  been  facrificed  to  the 
lawlefs  fury  of  the  multitude,  who 
avowed  their  intention  of  murdering 
them.  Mr.  Pyper  haffened  to  the 
ipot,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  what 
was  palling,  and  ceafed  not,  for  feve¬ 
ral  hours,  to  remonftrate  with  the 
mob  on  the  criminality  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  of  wrhich  they  feemed  at 
iaft  convinced,  and  difperfed  them- 
felves.  But  it  appears  that  they 
were  not  to  be  diverted  from  the 
execution  of  their  pre-conceived 
purpofe  on  Tuefday. 

Every  effort  had  been,  for  forae 
time,  employed  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  even  the  children, 
by  the  road  fide,  were  heard  to  alk 
their  mothers — “  when  the  gentle- 

men  would  be  put  to  death?” — 
The  colliers,  in  particular,  were  re¬ 
markably  affkiuous ;  on  Monday 
parties  of  them  went  round  the 
country,  and  engaged  all  their 


brethren  to  attend.  Monday  night 
was  fpent  in  making  preparations 
for  the  attack.  Great  magazines 
of  ftones  were  coiledied  at  Tranent; 
the  town  drum  was  foi’cibly  feized, 
and  a  large  party  paraded  with  it 
round  the  neighbouring  villages,  re¬ 
quiring  the  inhabitants  to  affemble 
next  day  at  different  appointed  places, 
and  then  to  march  in  bodies  to 
Tranent,  threatening  thofe  who  did 
not  turn  out  as  required,  with  having 
their  houfes  burnt,  and  themfelves 
and  their  families  deftroyed.  In¬ 
timidated  by  thefe  threats,  the 
people,  men  and  women,  turned  out 
next  day  in  great  numbers,  and 
joined  the  tumultuous  mob ;  and 
many,  who  had  no  mifehiefin  view, 
until  collected  in  this  unlawful  man¬ 
ner,  aflifted  in  the  outrages  which 
were  committed. 

The  tranfadions  of  Tuefday  are 
minutely  and  accurately  detailed  in 
the  following  letter,  from  a  perfon 
who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  every 
thing  that  paffed : 

“  Haddington ,  Aug.  31,  1797. 

<l  1  am  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  unpleafant  bufinefs  which 
took  place  on  Tuefday  at  Tranent, 
will  be  extremely  mifrepi efented,  I 
fhall  therefore  give  you  a  full  ac¬ 
count,  as  nearly  as  l  can  recoiled  ; 
and  having  been  in  the  ftreet  the 
whole  time,  and  moftly  oppofite  the 
houfe  where  the  magiftrates  and 
deputy  lieutenants  were  met,  I  ought 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumftances  that  palled.  The  deputy 
lieutenants  and  the  magiffrates  ar¬ 
rived  at  Tranent  a  little  after  eleven 
o’clock,  efcorted  by  a  paTty  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  and  about  twenty  of 
the  volunteer  cavalry.  On  their 
arrival  they  were  infulted  and  abuled 
in  the  grofleft  language,  by  multi¬ 
tudes  of  people  whom  they  found 
1  affembled. 
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affembled.  The  women  were  parti¬ 
cularly  clamorous,  and  for  fome 
time  feemed  to  take  the  lead  ;  for 
the  men,  either  afliamed  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  or  wilhing  to  conceal  their 
ftrength,  at  tirft  kept  out  of  fight. 

“  The  deputies  went  into  John 
Glen’s  houfe,  and  defined  that  the 
cavalry  fhould  be  drawn  up  at  the 
eaft  end  of  the  town,  as  they  were 
anxious  that  the  conflables  only,  if 
poffible,  fhould  be  employed  in  keep¬ 
ing  off  the  crowd  from  the  door.  In 
about  half  ail  hour  a  fquadron  of  the 
Pembrokefhire  cavalry  arrived,  and 
foon  after  great  numbers  of  people, 
chiefly  colliers  and  falters,  affembled 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  armed 
with  immenfe  bludgeons.  As  foon 
as  they  had  collected  their  forces, 
they  lent  up  to  the  deputy  lieute¬ 
nants  a  moft  infolent,  rebellious,  and 
threatening  paper  (which  they  called 
a  petition),  which  the  deputies  re¬ 
ceived,  but  told  the  perfons  who  pre- 
fented  it,  that  it  would  not  prevent 
them  from  going  through  with  their 
bufinefs,  and  doing  their  duty. 

“  The  mob  then  began  to  prefs 
extremely  on  the  houfe  where  the 
deputy  lieutenants  were  affembled  ; 
and  a  fhower  of  brick-bats  foon  de- 
molifhed  the  windows,  while  the 
concuffion  on  the  walls  and  roof  was 
dreadful,  and  made  them  believe 
they  would  foon  be  beaten  down. 
All  attempts  to  remonftrate  with 
the  mob  were  in  vain,  the  inftant 
any  one  lhowed  his  face  at  the  door 
or  window,  he  was  affailed  with  a 
violent  fhower  of  brick-bats  and 
hones.  A  ferjeant  and  fix  men  were 
now  flattened  at  the  door,  to  affifl  the 
conftables  in  keeping  off  the  crowd  ; 
but  before  they  had  flood  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  they  were  completely 
overpowered  and  driven  from  their 
poft. 

Vol.  XXXIX. 


“  The  officer  who  commanded 
the  cavalry  then  turned  round  to  the 
crowd,  and  begged  them  for  God  s 
fake  to  defift,  as,  if  they  proceeded 
to  extremities,  and  the  military 
were  ordered  to  act,  a  great  many 
of  them  would  fuffer :  Upon  this 
they  damned  the  foldiers,  and  faid, 
they  would  foon  do  for  them.  By 
this  time  the  tops  of  the  houfes  were 
covered  with  men,  who  were  throw¬ 
ing  down  immenfe  (tones.  A.  ftronger 
party  of  the  Pembrokefhire  cavalry 
was  now  brought,  with  an  intention 
that  they  fhould  be  drawn  up  oppo- 
fite  to  the  houfe  in  which  the  depu¬ 
ties  were  affembled  ;  but  from  th© 
quantity  of  ftones  which  were  thrown 
from  the  tops  of  the  houfes,  and 
from  the  ftreet,  it  was  found  perfectly 
impoffible  to  form  them,  and  they 
■were  obliged  to  gallop  down  the 
ftreet.  At  this  time  the  foldiers 
received  many  fevere  blows  from 
the  ftones  which  were  thrown  from 
the  tops  of  the  houfes,  and  the  ftreet. 
The  commanding  officer  was  in  im¬ 
minent  danger,  his  horfe  was  knocked 
down,  and  while  he  was  down,  a 
fcoundrel  (who  was  afterwards  taken 
prifoner,  and  is  now  in  gaol)  ftruck 
the  officer  on  the  left  arm  with  a 
bludgeon ;  fortunately  he  did  not 
lofe  "his  feat,  but  the  horfe  had 
fcarcely  again  got  on  his  legs,  when 
a  ftone  ftruck  him  on  the  hand,  and 
knocked  the  fword  out  of  it,  which 
was  picked  up  by  one  of  the  rioters, 
and  carried  off.  Serjeant  Smith, 
of  the  Cinque  Ports'  cavalry,  at  this 
time  received  a  fevere  blow  on  the 
head  from  a  ftone,  and  now  lies 
dangerouflv  ill  at  Tranent.  Pits 
recovery  is  defpaired  of. 

“  Several  attempts  were  made  to 
keep  poffeffioh  of  that  part  of  the 
ftreet  which  was  oppofite  to  the  door, 
but  they  were  equally  ineffectual ; 
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the  men  were  completely  driven 
off;  and  had  not  orders  been  at 
laft  reluctantly  given  to  tire,  not 
4  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  the 
military  would  have  been  defeated, 
and  the  magiftrates  and  deputies 
feized  and  murdered.  On  thefe 
orders  being  given,  feme  of  the 
Pembfokethire  cavalry  were  ordered 
to  draw  their  piftols,  and  fire  at  the 
men  on  the  tops  of  the  houfes,  which 
they  did,  and  continued  to  do  for  a 
confiderable  time  without  the  final- 
led:  effect ;  the  men  on  the  tops  of 
the  houfes  difregarding  piftol  firing 
moft  completely.  Captain  Price,  of 
the  Pembrokefliire,  obferving  this, 
took  a  party  of  the  Cinque  Ports 
(who  had  carbines)  from  the  right, 
and  went  round  to  the  rear  of  the 
houfes  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ftreet, 
and  difmounted  them.  Thev  here 
fired  with  a  good  deal  of  effect,  which 
was  the  only  thing  that  brbught 
them  down  from  the  tops  of  the 
houfes,  and  enabled  the  military  to 
get  the  better  of  them.  The  magif¬ 
trates  then  came  down,  and  many 
of  the  rioters  were  apprehended, 
and  fent  to  Haddington  gaol. 

“  A  more  determined  fet  of  men 
never  were  affembled  together. 
Their  number  I  cannot  guefs  at,  but 
it  was  very  great ;  moft  fortunately, 
however,  there  was  afufficient  force 
to  get  the  better  of  them.  I  fear 
there  were  a  good  many  killed  and 
wounded  ;  but,  from  the  refiftance 
the  military  met  with  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  prevent  it.  The  juftices  and 
fheriffs  have  been  very  buly,  yefter- 
day  and  to-day,  taking  precogni¬ 
tions,  and  examining  the  evidences 
againft  thofe  perfons  who  were  com¬ 
mitted,  and  I  fuppofe  eight  or  nine 
of  them  will  be  fent  to  Edinburgh 
gaol  for  trial .” 

The  details  given  by  other  per¬ 


fons  agree  in  fubftance  with  the 
above,  varying  only  as  their  refpec- 
tive  opportunities  of  information 
were  different. 


Account  of  the  Marriage  of  the 

Princefs  Royal,  to  the  Prince  of 

Wirtemberg. 

18th.  This  afternoon  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  the  nuptials  of  Frederic 
William*  hereditary  prince  of  Wir- 
temberg  Stutgardt,  with  Charlotta 
Auguffa  Matilda,  princefs  royal  of 
Great  Britain,  lady  of  the  imperial 
order  of  St.  Catherine,  was  per¬ 
formed  in  the  Chapel  Royal,  St. 
James’s. 

About  one  o’clock  the  proceffion 
commenced.  It  was  led  by  drums, 
trumpets,  kettle-drums,  the  ferjeant 
trumpeter,  and  mafter  of  the  cere¬ 
monies. 

At  half-paft  one,  his  ferene  high- 
nefs  the  bridegroom  (deeded  in  a 
peach-coloured  fuit,  richly  embroi¬ 
dered)  entered  the  chapel,  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  lord  chamberlain  and 
vice-chamberlain,  fupported  by  the 
duke  of  Beaufort  and  duke  of  Leeds, 
and  attended  by  count  Zeppelin, 
baron  Rieger,  lord  Malmefbury,  and 
colonel  Fane ;  the  organ  playing 
Handel’s  overture  in  Efther. 

On  his  ferene  highnefs  taking  his 
feat,  the  lord  chamberlain,  See.  re¬ 
turned  for  the  bride’s  proceffion. 

Her  royal  highnefs  (fuperbly 
dreffed  in  white  and  filver,  fcarlet 
mantle,  crimfon  velvet  coronet, 
with  a  broad  band,  and  a  large 
plume  of  diamonds,  decorated  with 
the  order  of  Saint  Catherine)  was 
fupported  by  the  duke  of  Clarence, 
in  a  dark  brown  fuit,  richly  em¬ 
broidered,  and  prince  Erneft,  in  the 
Hanoverian  uniform;  her  train  borne 
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by  the  bride  maids,  lady  Fiances 
Somerfet,  daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Beaufort;  lady  Mary  Bentinck, 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Portland  ; 
lady  Caroline  Damer,  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Dorc heller  ;  and  lady 
Mary  Howe,  daughter  of  earl  Ilovve, 
drefled  in  white.  Ladies  Cathcart, 
C.  Waldegrave,  C.  Finch,  and  F. 
Bruce,  were  the  attendants.  Du¬ 
ring  the  entrance  of  her  royal 
highnefs’s  proceffion,  Handel's  over¬ 
ture  was  played  in  like  manner  as 
when  that  of  the  prince  entered  the 
chapel. 

The  next  proceffion  was  that  of 
the  king. — His  majefty,  drolled  in 
a  dark  brown  fuit,  richly  embroi¬ 
dered,  was  attended  b}r  the  lords 
and  other  officers  of  his  lioufehold, 
lord  privy  leal,  lord  prefident  of 
the  council,  lord  chancellor,  duke 
of  Portland,  archbiffiop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  archbiffiop  of  York,  and  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  earl  marffial  of 
England. 

The  queen  then  entered,  attend¬ 
ed  by  the  officers  of  her  houfehold. 
Her  majefty  was  dreffed  in  white, 
with  a  profufion  of  diamonds. 

The  prince  of  Wales  was  next 
in  the  proceffion,  attended  by  the 
officers  of  his  eftablifhment.  The 
drefs  of  his  royal  highnefs  was  a 
Iky-blue,  richly  embroidered  down 
the  feams,  and  decorated  with  a 
diamond  ftar  and  epaulette. 

The  princefs  of  Wales,  in  a  filver 
tiftue  train,  with  purple,  lilac,  and 
green  trimmings,  followed  her  royal 
hufband,  conducted  by  the  earl  of 
Cholmondeley. 

1  he  duke  of  York,  in  a  full  drefs 
fuit  of  regimentals,  and  his  royal 
duchefs  in  an  elegant  drefs,  the  body 
and  train  of  lilac  filver  tiftue,  and 
the  petticoat  magnificently  embroi¬ 
dered,  next  appeared,  and  were  fol- 
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lowed  by  the  princeftes  in  white, 
according  to  their  feniority. 

fthe  duke  ofGloucefter,  and  prince 
William,  were  in  full  uniforms,  and 
the  princefs  Sophia  difplayed  a  neat 
and  elegant  drefs. 

The  maids  of  honour,  the  peerefies 
of  the  royal  houfeholds,  followed 
by  four  veomen  of  the  guard,  clofed 
the  proceffion. 

Upon  entering  the  chapel,  all  the 
perfons  that  were  in  the  proceffion 
retired  to  the  feveral  places  ap¬ 
pointed  for  them.  The  king  and 
queen  were  feated  in  chairs  of  ftate, 
on  the  right  and  left  of  the  altar. 
The  prince  of  Wales  fat  next  to  his 
majefty;  the  princefs  of  Wales  was 
on  the  left  of  the  queen;  and  the 
princeftes  occupied  feats  arranged 
on  each  fide  for  their  accommo¬ 
dation. 

The  royal  family  having  taken 
their  feats,  the  marriage-ceremony 
commenced.  It  was  performed  by 
the  archbiffiop  of  Canterbury,  al- 
fifted  by  the  archbiffiop  of  York  ; 
at  the  conclufion  of  which  the  bride 
and  bridegroom  retired  to  their 
feats,  when  the  anthem  was  per¬ 
formed.  The  proceffion  then  re¬ 
turned  to  the  drawing-room  in  the 
fame  order  in  which  it  entered  the 
chapel,  the  band  playing  the  march 
in  Scipio. 

The  prince  received  the  hand  of 
his  amiable  princefs  from  his  ma¬ 
jefty.  Her  royal  highnefs  was  per¬ 
fectly  collected  and  unembarrafted 
during  the  performance  of  the  cere¬ 
mony,  while  the  princeftes,  her 
fillers,  ffied  tears  of  fenfibility  and 
affedion  on  the  occafion.  Their 
majefties  alfo  difcovered  an  excefs  of 
parental  feelings.  The  whole  of  the 
ceremony  exhibited  a  fcene  highly 
awful  and  impreftive. 

The  beat,  owing  to  the  imrhenfe 
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crowd,  was  fo  interife,  that  feveral 
ladies  were  overcome  by  it ;  and  it 
was  with  much  difficulty  that  one  of 
the  bride-maids  was  prevented  from 
fainting  away. 

The  ftadtholder,  the  princefs  of 
Orange,  and  their  attendants,  were 
accommodated  in  the  centre  of  the 
king’s  gallery,  facing  the  altar;  the 
other  parts  of  which  were  occupied 
by  the  duchefs  of  Leeds,,  duchefs 
of  Rutland,  and  her  two  daughters, 
lady  Buckingham,  lady  Stopford, 
and  feveral  other  females  of  dif- 
ti  net  ion. 

The  ©rchefira  was  much  better 
contrived  on  this  occafion  than  on 
that  of  the  marriage  of  the  prince 
of  Wales,  the  organ  being  placed 
diredlly  over  the  altar. 

After  the  folemnization  of  the 
marriage,  the  queen  held  a  drawing¬ 
room,  which  was  attended  by  the 
whole  of  the  royal  family,  the  fo¬ 
reign  miniiters,  great  officers  of 
Rate,  and  a  numerous  and  brilliant 
affemblage  of  the  nobility  of  both 
lexes,  who  paid  their  refpecls  to 
their  ferene  highnefies  the  prince 
and  princefs  of  Wirtemberg. 


Account  of  the  Royal  Procejjmn  to 
St.  Paid’#. 

The  19th  of  December  being  the 
day  appointed  for  a  general  thankf- 
giving,  for  the  three  great  naval  victo¬ 
ries  obtained  by  his  majesty’s  fleets, 
tinder  the  commands  of  lords  Howe, 
St.  Vincent,  and  Duncan,  a  grand 
proceffion  to  St.  Paul’s,  by  the  royal 
family  and  the  twohoufes  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  took  place.  The  foot-guards 
were  ail  on  duty  in  the  Strand  foon 
after  fix,  the  horfe-guards  lining  the 


Park,  Pall-mall,  and  Charing-crofsq- 
affifled  by  adetachmentof  the  queen’s 
regiment  of  light  horfe,  and  the  fixth 
regiment  of  dragoon  guards.  At 
feven,  the  feamen  and  marines,  with 
their  officers,  ahem  bled  in  Palace- 
yard,  and  at  eight  the  cavalcade 
commenced  in  the  following  order 
A  divifion  of  marines  from  Chatham 
barracks,  with  a  band  of  mufic. 
Seamen,  fix  in  front,  with  their  lieu¬ 
tenants  and  petty  officers,  with¬ 
drawn  fwords. 
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An  artillery  waggon,  with 
the  French  flags. 
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The  following  officers,  in  their 
carriages : — 

Vice-admiral  Caldwell,  lft  of 
Jane,  1794* — vice-admiral  Goodall, 
14th  of  March,  1795 — rear-admi¬ 
ral  Hamilton,  23d  of  June,  1795 
— -representatives  of  admiral  earl 
Howe,  admiral  lord  Bridport,  and 
admiral  lord  Hotham. 

A  divifion  of  feamen,  with  their 
lieutenants,  &c. 


Artillery  waggon,  with 
the  Spa  nidi  flags. 


In  carriages: — 

Vice-admiral  fir  C.  Thompfon, 
14th  of  February,  1797 — captain 
J.  Harvey,  Trinidad,  17th  of  Feb. 
1797 — reprefentatives  of  admiral 
earl  St.  Vincent,  and  rear-admiral 
Harvey. 

A  divifion  of  feamen,  with  their 
lieutenants,  &c. 
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Artillery  waggon,  with  the 
Dutch  flags,  taken  from 
Admirals  De  Winter, 
Reintjes,  and  Lucas. 


cd  ^ 

P3  23 


CD  *-J 
^  or. 


#  The  dales  fignify  the  days  on  which  the  feveral  memorable  actions  were 
fought. 
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In  carriages: — 

Admiral  lord  Duncan,  nth  of 
October,  1797 — rear-admiral  Doug¬ 
las,  17th  of  Auguft,  1797 — -the  laft 
officer  being  the  representative  of 
vice-admiral  lord  Keith,  to  whom 
admiral  Lucas,  with  his  fquadron, 
capitulated  in  Saldanha  bay. 

A  detachment  of  marines  from 
Chatham. 

The  foreign  minifters  in  their 
carriages. 

The  earl  of  Aylesford,  with  Francis 
Barker,  efq. 

The  members  of  the  houfe  of 
commons ;  in  the  rear  of  whom 
came  the  fpeaker,  in  his  ftate- 
carriage. 

Three  knights  marfh almen, 
clerk  of  the  crown, 
mailers  in  chancery,  and 
the  twelve  judges. 

The  lords  fpi ritual  and  temporal 
in  their  robes,  but  not  ranged  (from 
accident  perhaps)  in  the  order  of 
their  rank  or  fenioritv. 

J 

Lord  high  chancellor  in  his  robes 
of  ft  ate. 

The  royal  cavalcade. 

lft  coach,  houfehold  officers  of 
the  duke  of  Gloucelter. 

2.  His  royal  highnefs  the  duke 
of  Gloucefter,  and  princefs  Sophia 
of  Gloucelter. 

3.  Houfehold  officers  of  the  duke 
of  Clarence. 

4.  His  royal  highnefs  the  duke 
of  Clarence. 

A  party  of  the  life-guards. 

5.  Houfehold  officers  of  the  duke 
of  York. 

6.  His  royal  highnefs  the  duke 
of  York. 

7.  Ladies  of  the  bedchamber  to 
the  queen. 

8.  Maids  of  honour  to  the  queen. 

9.  Equerries  to  her  majelly. 

10.  Ladies  of  the  bedchamber  to 
the  queen. 


11.  Mailer  of  the  horfe  to  the 
queen. 

12.  Gentlemen  ulliers  of  the  privy 
chamber. 

13.  Deputy  lord  lleward. 

14.  Lords  of  the  bedchamber. 

15.  Attendants. 

16.  Mailer  of  the  horfe  to  the 
king. 

17.  Their  Majehies. 

Marffialmen,  Hate  trumpeters,  and  a 

numerous  body  of  life-guards. 

18.  Millrefs  of  the  robes  to  the 
queen,  and  the  lady  in  waiting. 

19.  The  princeffes  Augulla  and 
Elizabeth. 

20.  The  princeffes  Sophia  and 

Mary. 

A  ftrong  detachment  of  life  guards* 

In  this  manner  the  proceffion 
paraded  to  Temple-bar,  where 
their  majehies  were  received  by 
The  lord  mayor, 

dreffed  in  a  crimfon  velvet  gown, 
mounted  on  a  fine  grey  horfe,  ele¬ 
gantly  caparifoned,  and  bearing  the 
fword  of  the  city,  which  he  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  king,  with  his  head 
uncovered.  Ills  majelly  accepted 
the  civic  compliment  with  the  ut- 
molt  polilenefs,  and  immediately 
returned  the  fworcl  to  his  lordfhip. 

The  two  Iheriffs,  and  four  of 
the  common  council,  attended  to 
the  cathedral,  where  the  corpora¬ 
tion  received  the  king. — The  Iheriffs, 
in  their  gowns  of  office,  and  the 
fword  carried  by  the  lord  mayor, 
immediately  before  his  majelly’s 
coach. — The  four  common  council, 
in  their  gowns,  before  the  Aider- 
men. — >At  the  well  door,  the  peers 
in  their  robes,  attended  by  the  king 
at  arms,  and  other  officers,  met 
their  majefties,  the  gentlemen  pen- 
lioners  being  all  in  waiting. 

Exactly  at  a  quarter  pall  eleven, 
the  great  well  doors  of  St.  Paul’s 
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were  thrown  open,  and  the  royal 
proceffion,  being  met  by  the  bifhop 
of  London  and  the  dean  and  chap¬ 
ter,  in  their  robes,  entered  the  ca¬ 
thedral,  and  detachments  from  the 
ist  and  Coldftream  regiment  of 
guards,  formed  a  double  line  from 
the  weft  door  to  the  dome  ground- 
floor,  which  was  flanked  by  two  di- 
viflons  of  marines  in  the  rear;  and 
circularly  within,  eight  command¬ 
ers  flags,  taken  from  our  three  na¬ 
val  enemies,  the  French,  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  and  the  Dutch,  by  admirals 
earl  Howe,  earl  St.  Vincent,  and 
vifcount  Duncan,  were,  dilplayed  on 
the  right  and  left;  the  ftaflfs  borne 
by  the  flag-officers  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  Their  majefties  were  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  dukes  of  York,  Cla¬ 
rence,  and  Gloucefter,  and  prince 
Erneil,  and  followed  by  the  five 
princelfes,  and  faluted  by  the  troops 
with  refted  arms,  the  drums,  cym¬ 
bals,  and  other  iqft  rumen  ts,  p^ing 
the  grenadier’s  march,  As  loon  as 
the  king  arrived  at  the  naval  circle, 
he  flopped,  and  fpoke  for  fome  time 
to  lord  Damcan,  who  fupported  the 
captive  colours  of  the  Dutch  ad¬ 
miral  De  Winter.  He  alfo  paufed 
a  moment  to  fpeak  to  fir  Alan 
Gardner,  who  bore  the  principal 
French  ftandard,  taken  from  that 
enemy  on  the  lft  of  June.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  choir,  the  court  of 
aldermen  were  drawn  up  on  the 
right  to  receive  them,  to  whom  the 
royal  vifitants  paid  a  marked  ref- 
pect. — On  entering  the  choir,  their 
majefties  were  lea  ted  under  a  crim- 
fon  canopy  of  bate;  the  king  took 
his  feat  on  the  right,  and  her  ma- 
jefty  on  the  left;  the  princefies 
were  in  a  compartment  on  the  left. 
The  lord  chancellor  was  in  a  dif- 
tinguiflied  feat  alfo  on  the  left,  a,s 
was  the  lord  mayor,  near  the  pulpit; 
13 
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the  bifhop  of  London  and  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  had  ho-* 
norary  ftations  on  the  right. — The 
fervice  commenced  about  twelve. 
The  vocal  choir,  on  this  occafion, 
was  removed  into  the  organ  loft. 
— At  the  clofe  of  the  firft  lefion, 
a  naval  proceffion  commenced  to 
choral  mufic,  from  the  body  of  the 
church  to  the  choir,  when  the  Bri- 
tifh  admirals  advanced  with  the 
colours  above-mentioned,  which 
were  fupported  by  junior  flag- 
officers,  and  the  captains  of  thole 
flops  to  which  they  were  {truck. 
They  palled  through  the  choir, 
where  they  were  received  by  the 
hands  of  the  dean  and  chapter, 
und  by  them  borne  and  yanged  on 
both  fides  the  altar  in  confecrated 
order. — The  remainder  of  the  fer¬ 
vice  being  gone  through,  Dr.  Pret¬ 
ty  man,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  as  dean 
of  St.  Paul's,  preached  a  lermon, 
appropriate  to  the  occafion,  from 
the  fecond  book  of  Samuel,  chap¬ 
ter  22d,  verfes  1  ft,  2d,  and  3d. — • 
The  fervice  of  the  day  being  con¬ 
cluded,  the  proceffion  returned 
through  the  choir  in  fuller  ftate 
than  they  had  entered,  being  joined 
by  all  the  peers,  commons,  &c. 
who  were  prefent  in  the  choir. 
Their  majefties  were  preceded  by 
the  male  branches  of  the  family,  in 
their  order  and  collars  of  ftate,  viz. 
the  dukes  of  York,  Clarence,  and 
Gloucefter,  and  prince  Erneft,  the 
foreign  ambafladors,  &c.  The 
bifhop  of  London  was  on  his  ma- 
jefty’s  right  hand,  and  the  bifhop 
of  Lincoln  on  his  left.  The  fword 
of  ftate  was  borne  by  earl  Spencer, 
in  his  robes,  on  the  right,  and  that 
of  the  city  by  the  lord  mayor, 
on  the  left  of  the  king.- — The 
king  appeared  in  blue  and  gold; 
the  queen  in  mazarine  blue,  with 

a  diamond 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  *167 


a  diamond  head-drefs;  the  prin- 
cefles  in  the  fame  coloured  veils, 
with  chained  head-drefies  of  gold 
and  white  feathers.-r— Their  majef- 
ties  were  received  with  applaufe  as 
they  paffed  the  body  of  the  church 
to  and  fro.  The  gallant  lord  Dun¬ 
can  was  greeted  with  rapturous  and 
repeated  plaudits. — Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Duudas  attended  the  royal 
proceflion,  in  the  Windfor  drefs 
uniform,  and  were  received  much 
more  favourably  within  the  church 
than  they  had  been  in  their  paflage 
to  it !  The  ceremony  continued 
till  half-pad  one,  when  their  ma- 
jedies  returned  to  their  coach  of 
date,  and  went  back  to  Bucking- 
ham-houfe,  under  a  dmilar  efcort. 
No  material  accident  occurred  to 
mar  the  fplendor  of  the  day, 
which  doled  with  great  credit  to 
all  who  had  the  conduct  of  its  ca¬ 
nonical,  civil,  and  military  arrange¬ 
ments. 

The  lervice  was  concluded  about 
half-pad  two,  when  the  procedion 
returned  in  the  reverie  order  to 
that  in  which  it  went ;  and  the 
royal  cavalcade  arrived  at  St. 
James’s  a  few  minutes  after  four 
o’clock. 

The  failors  and  marines  were 
univerfally  cheered  by  the  popu¬ 
lace.  The  former  were  headed  by 
a  number  of  lieutenants  and  mid- 
lhipmen. 

The  llreets,  from  the  palace  to 
Temple-bar,  were  clofely  lined  on 
each  fide  by  the  horfe  guards  and 
the  dxth  regiment  of  dragoons,  and 
from  thence  to  St.  Paul’s,  by  the 
London  militia,  the  Ead  India,  vo¬ 
lunteers,  the  light  horfe  affocia- 
tion,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
artillery  company.  The  regiment 
of  dragoons  and  feveral  other  corps 
continued  to  parade  the  hreets  of 


Wedminfter  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  night,  and  all  the  other  troops 
were  under  orders  to  attend  at  a 
minute’s  notice ;  but  happily  the 
peaceable  demeanour  of  the  people 
rendered  their  fervices  wholly  un*» 
necedary. 

Patroles  of  horfe  guards  and 
other  cavalry  paraded  the  principal 
ftreets  all  night. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  very  grofsly  intuit¬ 
ed  by  the  populace  on  his  way  to 
the  cathedral;  in  confequence  of 
which  he  did  not  return  in  his  own 
carriage,  but  dopped  to  dine  with 
the  fpeaker  and  fome  other  gentle¬ 
men,  in  Do&ors  Commons.  He 
was  efcorted  home  in  the  evening 
by  a  party  of  the  London  light 
horfe. 

The  whole  bufinefs  was  conduct¬ 
ed  with  the  utmod  older  and  pro¬ 
priety,  and  the  beauty  and  clearnel's 
of  the  day  greatly  increafed  the, 
fplendor  and  brilliancy  of  the  ipec- 
tacle. 


Account  of  an  extraordinary  Suicide , 
committed  near  BrijioL  From 
the  Monthly  Magazine . 

Sir, 

As  your  ufeful  and  entertaining 
mifcellany  maintains  a  very  ex- 
tendve  circulation  throughout  every 
county  in  the  kingdom,  I  am  in¬ 
duced  from  this  confederation,  to 
tranfmit  you  the  particular  ueferip- 
tion  of  a  perfon  unknown,  found 
fuffocated  and  drowned,  in  Seaimil- 
dock,  about  miles  from  the  city 
of  Briftol,  within  the  tything  of 
Stoke  Bilhop,  and  parilh  of  Vvelfe- 
bury-upon-Trim ;  which  may  pro¬ 
bably  meet  the  eye  of  fome  relative 
or  acquaintance  of  the  deceaied. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 
*  M  4  the 
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the  29th  day  of  September  lad,  infor¬ 
mation  was  fent  me  by  two  gentle¬ 
men,  that  in  their  walk  along  the 
banks  of  the  river,  leading  from  the 
Hotwells  to  Seamill-dock,  they 
were  defirous  of  taking  a  fnrvey  of 
the  old  ruins  of  the  dock  (formerly 
a  place  in  great  repute);  when  call¬ 
ing  their  eyes  over  the  wall,  in  an 
obfcure  corner,  they  faw  the  body 
of  a  man  above  the  furface  of  the 
water,  then  flowing  out,  requeding 
the  attendance  of  the  parifh  officers 
to  take  charge  of  it.  I  immediately 
fent  for  the  ovcrfeer  of  the  poor, 
and  with  my  fervant,  attended  him 
to  the  fpot  where  the  man  was 
found.  In  the  meantime,  the 
gentlemen  had  hailed  a  boat  going 
down  the  river,  it  being  then  about 
half-tide  out,  and  prevailed  on  them 
to  row  into  the  dock,  to  make  the 
body  faft  to  an  old  ladder,  that  ft  ill 
remains  againft  the  wall,  under  the 
ruins  of  a  crane,  and  in  this  hate  I 
found  him. 

The  tide  had  now  flowed  out 
below  the  body,  and  afforded  me 
an  opportunity  of  taking  a  par¬ 
ticular  furvey  of  him.  The  atti¬ 
tude  in  which  he  lay  drew  my  at¬ 
tention  :  his  left  leg  was  funk  in 
the  mud  up  to  his  knee,  his  right 
leg  was  but  little  iramerfed,  his 
body  bent  forward  in  a  hoop¬ 
ing  pohure,  and  his  arms  extended 
forward  as  far  as  he  could  reach, 
as  if  in  the  act  of  faving  himfelf 
from  further  immerfion  in  the  mud. 
It  appeared  evident  to  me,  that  no 
accidental  fall  could  poffibly  leave 
a  man  in  that  Angular  pohure,  and 
I  fufpected  that  he  had  purpofely 
jumped  off  the  dock-wall,  about 
twenty  feet, high  from  the  mud,  at 
ebb  or  fall  of  the  tide,'  when  the 
water  was  (hallow  over  the  mud. 
'With  fome  difficulty  the  body  was 


got  out,  when  on  the  following  day 
an  inqueh  was  taken:  the  jury  re¬ 
turned  a  verdict — a  Found  drowned 
and  fuffocated,  but  by  what  means 
no  evidence  appeared  before  tHemff 
The  perfon  was  well  dreffed,  but 
nothing  found  in  his  pockets,  except 
a  fmall  min  iature  portrait  of  a  lady, 
carefully  wrapped  up  in  a  paper, 
tied  round  with  filk;  it  was  drawn 
in  water-colours  on  a  piece  of  ivory, 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  now 
in  my  poffeffion. 

The  colours  are  effaced  by  the 
fea- water,  but  the  image  is  vifible. 
—  The  following  description  of  his 
perfon  I  got  inferted  in  all  the 
Briflol  papers : 

“  Saturday  laft,  the  30th  of  Sep- 

tember,  Mr.  Jayner,  one  of  the 
“  coroners  of  the  county  of  Glou- 
u  cefter,  took  aninqueft  on  the  body 
“  of  a  perfon  unknown,  found  the 
u  day  before  fuffocated  and  drowned 
il  in  Seamill-dock,  within  the  parifli 
“  of  Weftbury-upon-Trim  and  coun- 
u  ty  of  .Gloucefter:  he  appeared  to 
“  be  about  five  feet  four  inches 
“  high,  with  Short  hair,  over  which 
“  he  wore  a  wig;  ftout  and  well 
u  made;  he  had  on  an  exceedingly 
“  good  light  drab  cloth  coat; 
u  light  cotton  waiflcoat,  bound  round 
“  the  pockets  with  blue  filk  rib- 
“  band;  light  velveteen  breeches, 
<c  with  white  metal  buttons;  a  linen 
“  (liirt,  frilled  at  the  bofom;  brown 
“  ribbed  worded  dockings,  appa- 
a  rently  new;  and  a  pair  of  new 
“  pumps,  with  ties.  He  appeared 
a  to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
u  and  to  have  been  drowned  two  or 
u  three  weeks.” 

The  foregoing  defeription  brought 
forward  two  women,  who  called 
twice  at  a  public- houfe  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  diftant  from  the 
fpot  where  the  body  was  found. 
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They  faid  the  defcription  anfvvered 
to  a  perfon  that  did  lodge  in  their 
peighbourhood  in  Briftol ;  that  he 
was  a  ft  ranger  in  the  city,  and 
lately  come  from  London.  That 
fuppofing  him  to  be  the  perfon 
drowned,  they  fearched  his  lodgings, 
and  there  found  a  red  leather  pocket- 
book,  in  which  was  written  the 
name  Daw  or  Doe,  together  with 
the  addrefs  of  a  perfon  of  the  fame 
name  in  London,  to  whom  they 
had  written  on  the  fnbject.  The 
women  omitted  telling  the  name  of 
the  ftreet  of  their  refidence,  which 
lias  hitherto  prevented  me  from 
boding  them  out. 

On  Saturday,  the  14th  in  dan  t, 
a  gentleman  that  formerly  lived 
pt  Seamills,  when  the  dock  was 
in  its  profperity,  vifited  the  ruins 
of  the  warehoufes  and  tenements 
adjoining,  one  of  which  tene¬ 
ments  has  its  rooms  perfect  and 
entire.  In  the  attic  itory  he  per¬ 
ceived  much  writing  on  the  wall, 
which  proves  to  be  the  diary  of  this 
ftranger,  found  drowned.  As  foon 
as  the  report  reached  me,  I  vifited 
the  tenement,  and  copied  from  the 
wail  the  following  diary,  well  writ¬ 
ten  with  a  black-lead  pencil,  and 
nearly  in  the  following  order  of  time: 

44  However  Angularly  it  may  ap- 
44  pear,  I  could  not  but  take  notice 
44  upon  my  entering  this  unin- 
44  habited  tenement,  of  a  fmall 
44  piece  of  an  old  newfpaper,  which 
44  contained  an  account  of  the  un- 
44  fortunate  cataftrophe  which  hap- 
44  pened  at  Brown-hill,  near  Bur-' 
44  Hem  in  Staffordlhire;  between 
44  Mr.  Oliver,  apothecary,  and  Mr. 
44  Wood,  for  which  the  former  fuf- 
44  fered  at  Stafford  this  day  fort- 
44  night,  it  ft  ruck  me  with  iympa- 
44  the  tic  horror,  having  lived  in  that 
h  county  many  years,  it  brought 


44  many  of  my  imprudencies  to  my 
44  recollection,  for  which  I  fincerely 
44  repent. 

44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  We  are  not  our  own  keepers  ; 
44  hut  were  we  to  follow  Gods 
44  word  and  live  to  him,  it  would 
44  afford  us  comfort  here,  and  hea- 
44  ven  hereafter. 

44  Avoid  drunkemiefs,  for  it  pro- 
44  duces  poverty. 

44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  Never  be  ungrateful  to  God  or 
44  man. 

44  Sept.  ii,  1797. 

44  If  ray  K — f — m  acquaintance 
44  had  become  my  friend,  he  might 
44  have  faved  me  from  an  untimely 
44  death  ;  when  he  was  in  prifon,  f 
44  was  his  friend,  at  the  hazard  of 
44  my  bread :  but  I  forgive  him,  and 
44  am  well  allured  that  what  ho 
44  enjoys  is  by  his  merit  and  induf- 
44  try.  Long  may  he  and  his  part- 
44  ner  in  affection  live  to  enjoy  the 
44  fruits  of  his  labour. 

44  Sept,  ii,  1797. 

44  I  fhouid  not  rebuke,  becaufe 
44  my  imprudence  in  lome  meafure 
44  has  brought  me  to  poverty;  but 
44  furely  it  is  good  to  ftram  a  point 
44  to  refcue  even  an  imprudent  man, 
44  from  the  calamities  of  folly:  how 
44  often  does  fympathy  foften  one’s 
44  forrows,  and,  with  the  aid  of  a 
44  little  pecuniary  affiftance,  reltore 
44  an  unfortunate  being  to  induftry 
44  and  repentance. 

44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  Be  good  betimes,  for  evil  is 
44  the  grand  curfe  of  mankind. 

44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  To  be  good  is  to  be  happy, 
44  V.  one  of  the  poets. 

44  Never  give  way  to  defpair,  for 
44  fear  of  filicide,  which  muff  be 
44  difpleafing  to  God,  and  therefore 
■“  hazardous  to  th e-Xo uL 

44  Sept, 


/ 


r 


i  yo*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


“  Sept.  1 J,  1797. 

44  The  God  of  all  mercy  forgive 
t:  my  pall  offences  ;  and  if  there  is 
44  pardon  for  fuicide,  may  the  in- 
14  terceffion  and  blood  of  the  Lamb 
46  procure  that  pardon  for  me,  the 
**  chief  of  fmners. 

44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  O  horror!  horror!  to  rufh  into 
44  the  prefence  of  a  juftlv  offended 
44  God,  with  a  load  of  guilt  and 
4C  iniquity ;  hut  God  will  have 
44  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have 
44  mercy. 

44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  If  thefe  few  thoughts  fhould  be 
44  obferved  before  my  unfortunate 
44  body  is  found,  they  may  inflruft 
44  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  to 
St  bring  in  their  verdift  Felo-de-fe , 
44  to  deter  others,  as  well  as  in 
44  flrift  compliance  with  the  law. 
44  It  is  nothing  but  diffrefs  compels 
44  me  to  this  rafh  aft. 

44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  O  mv  God,  I  have  finned 
44  againft  thee,  and  againlt  light; 
44  receive  my  foul,  for  Jefus  Chrift’s 
44  fake,  or  1  am  loft  for  ever. 

44 'Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  There  is  no  reft  for  the  wicked 
*'L  with  my  God. 

44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  Faith  in  Chrift. — Forgive  your 
44  enemies. 

44  Sept,  it,  1797. 

44  May  thofe  I  have  any  way 
44  wronged  forgive  me;  I  die  in 
44  peace  with  all  mankind,  and  la- 
44  merit  that  1  have  not  lived  a 
44  better  life.  I  die  a  miferable 
44  death,  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
44  my  foul. 

44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  Never  opprefs  the  poor. — Do 
14  as  vou  would  be  done  to. 

44  Sept.  1 1 ,  1707. 

44  Whofoever  belongs  to  thefe 


44  premifes,  will  forgive  the  fcribbler 
44  his  trefpafs  ;  he  impatiently  waits 
44  the  riling  of  the  tide,  to  put  an 
44  end  to  his  earthly  misfortunes. 

44  Five  o’clock,  evening, 
44  Sept.  11,  1797. 

44  I  made  my  bed  upon  the  floor, 
44  with  the  ftraw  for  my  pillow,  the 
44  tempeftuoufnefs  of  the  night,  with 
44  feme  inclination  to  fleep,  has  pro- 
44  longed  my  life  at  leaft  another  tide. 

44  Tuefday  morning, 
44  Sept.  12,  1797. 

44  O  heavenly  father,  be  pleafed 
44  to  have  mercy  upon  me,  a  mifer- 
44  able  linner,  who  turns  to  thee 
44  weeping,  falling,  and  praying; 
44  and  O  Lord  Jefus  Chriff,  grant 
44  my  repentance,  however  late, 
44  however  imperfect,  may  not  be  in 
44  vain. 

44  Sept.  12,  1797. 

44  O  God,  give  peace  to  all  na- 
44  tions,  and  flop  the  calamities  of 
44  war. 

44  Sept.  12,  1797. 

44  Forgive  all  errors — had  I  fol- 
44  lowed  fueh  things,  it  would  have 
44  laved  me  from  this  unfortunate 
44  end. 

44  Sept.  12,  1797. 

44  God  be  merciful  to  me, 

44  flnner. 

44  Sept.  12,  1797. 

44  My  lord  Mountmorres,  with 
44  an  ample  fortune,  put  an  end  to, 
44  his  exiftence ;  he  did  it  w  ith  all 
44  the  conveniences  of  this  life 
44  around  him,  and  with  a  dying 
44  declaration,  that  the  Almighty 
44  would  forgive  him  an  aft  com- 
44  pelled  by  oppreffors,  hinting  that 
44  fome  perfoti  had  ul'ed  him  ill; 
44  which  wounded  his  feelings  to 
44  fuch  a  degree,  that  life  became  a 
44  burden  to  him,  notwithstanding 
44  }i is  learning  and  high  rank  in  life'. 

44  J,  poor  foul,  loaded  with  guilt, 

“  conic  ions" 
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H  confcious  of  an  ili-fpent  life,  dif- 
u  treffed  in  every  point  that  this 
“  life  can  afford,  (without  throwing 
“  the  leaft  refle&ion  on  his  lord(hip) 
u  dare  not  prefume  pofitively  to 
“  join  with  his  lordfhip  in  that 
“  fentiment;  but  with  trembling 
“  fear,  muff  wait  the  awful  iffue  at 
44  God’s  tremendous  bar. 

44  God  forbid  I  Ihould  caff  any 
iC  reflections  on  his  lorddiip,  or  his 
44  misfortunes. 

44  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a 
44  note  found  upon  lord  Mount- 
44  morres’s  table,  in  the  room  he 
44  ffiot  himfelf: — 

44  A  wicked  and  unjuft  confpiracy 
44  has  been  formed  againft  my  ho- 
44  nour,  my  fortune,  and  my  life; 
44  the  Almighty  will  forgive  an  ad 
4 4  impelled  by  oppreflion.” 

44  I  fincerely  hope  his  lordfhip 
found  it  fo. 

44  To  wound  another  man’s  peace 
of  mind,  is  an  uncharitable  ad. 

“  Indeed,  myfelf  invefted  with  a 
44  ftrong  defire  of  lite,  and  dreadful 
44  fear  of  approaching  God’s  bar, 
44  with  my  accumulated  guilt;  and 
44  I  ftedfaftly  believe,  that  the 
44  true  wav  to  be  faved  is  by  Jelus 
*  Chrift,  who  died  to  fave  tinners, 
44  of  whom  I  am  the  chief.  God 
44  grant  I  may  become  an  objed  of 
44  his  mercy. 

44  I  decline  giving  my  name  or 
44  profeffion ;  my  friends  may  furmife 
44  that  tome  ill  fate  has  befallen  me; 
44  if  any  of  them,  by  any  chance, 
44  Ihould  hear  of  my  fate,  it  is  not 
44  probable  they  will  ever  lee  thele 
44  thoughts.  1  hope  to  God  they 
44  will  forgive  me  every  injury  I 
44  have  done  them. 

44  Jefus  Chrift,  deign  to  be  the 

advocate  with  God  the  Father, 
44  for  the  redemption  of  my  foul. 

44  The  time  is  nearly  arrived — * 


44  may  Jefus  pilot  my  diftrefied  foul 
44  to  his  heavenly  kingdom.  Amen. 

44  Another  tide  gone. 

44  Sept.  12,  1797. 

44  It  muft  be  my  fate — I  have  no 
44  other  relief. 

The  following  was  fcratcbed 
upon  the  wall  with  the  point  of 
a  nail : — 

44  Wednefday,  13th  Sept. 

44  I  have  been  here  two  days  and 
44  two  nights,  failing  and  praying — 
44  this  I  hope  will  finifti  it. 

The  following  was  again  writ¬ 
ten  with  a  black-lead  pencil. 

44  Thurfday,  Sept.  14,  1797® 

44  The  laft  day,  I  hope. 

44  My  lead  is  exhaufted. 

44  I  did  not  know,  till  furprized  by 
44  the  little  girl  coming  into  this 
44  diftrefied  apartment,  whom  thefe 
44  premifes  belonged  to,  but  lord  de 
44  Clifford  will  forgive  me. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  ftair-cafe 
is  written,  on  the  wall  in  front 
going  down  ; — 

44  .Redeem  my  foul  from  the 
44  water.” 

Thus  ends  the  diary  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  ftranger. 

The  uninhabited  tenement  is 
about  ten  or  twelve  yards  diftant 
from  the  fpot  where  he  launched 
himfelf  off,  and  is  the  property  of 
lord  de  Clifford. 

It  is  very  evident,  that  this 
ftranger  had  received  a  liberal  edu¬ 
cation,  or  that  he  pofleffed  an  un¬ 
commonly  ftrong  mind.  It  is  con¬ 
jectured  by  fome  that  he  was  infane; 
but,  when  I  confider  how  well 
finiftied  moft  of  his  fentences  and 
periods  are,  and  that  many  of  them 
were  written  from  the  impulfe  of 
the  moment,  I  behold  him  as  a 
man  in  full  poffeffion  of  his  intel¬ 
lectual  faculties,  and  with  a  col¬ 
lected  mind,  calmly  refigned  to  his 

fate. 
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fate.  He  came  there  on  the  11th, 
with  a  determined  resolution  of 
drowning  himfelf  at  the  evening 
tide,  consequently  all  that  he  wrote 
on  the  12th  could  not  have  been  pre¬ 
meditated,  but  were  the  thoughts 
of  the.  moment,  that  arofe  in  his 
mind  on  the  prolonging  of  his  exifU 
once.  He  certainly  poffeffed  a 
noble  and  generous  mind  ;  for  where 
he  mentioned  hi3  acquaintance,  as 
he  thought  harfhly,  a  Sentence  im¬ 
mediately  followed  to  Soften  the  re¬ 
buke. 

I  fliall  feel  great  Satisfaction,  Mr. 
Editor,  to  hear  that  the  diary  and 
perfonal  defcription  of  this  Stranger, 
may  meet  the  eye  of  Some  one  of 
his  relatives  or  acquaintance  ;  and 
1  know  of  no  publication  fo  likely 
to  procure  this  object  as  the 
Monthly  Magazine. 

I  remain,  fir, 

„  Your  molt  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

Joseph  James. 
Stoke  Biffiop,  near  Briftol, 

October  23,  1797. 


To  the.  Editor  of  the  Monthly 
Magazine. 

Sir, 

The  extraordinary  and  affeCLng 
man u Script  writing  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  Stranger  found  drowned  in  Sea- 
mill  dock,  which  I  tranfmitted  to 
you  laft  mouth,  having  very  pro¬ 
bably  excited  the  attention  and 
Sympathy  of  many  of  your  numer¬ 
ous  readers,  I  feel  it  a  duty  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  me,  to  lay  before 
them  (through  the  channel  of  your 
ufeful  publication)  feme  informa¬ 
tion,  which  I  have  Since  been 
enabled  to  procure  of  this  un¬ 
happy  and  extraordinary  perfon. 


A  few  days  previous  to  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  your  magazine,  I  caufed 
a  paragraph  to  be  again  inferted  in 
the  Briftol  newfpapers,  requeuing 
the  attention  of  the  readers  to  the 
perfonal  defcription  of  the  ftranger 
found  drowned  at  Sea-mill  dock ; 
and  invited  the  two  women  who 
had  made  enquiries  after  a  ftranger 
that  was  miffing,  and  anfwering  the 
fame  defcription,  to  come  forward 
with  their  information,  as  the  only 
probable  means  left  of  tracing  out 
the  name  and  connections  of  this 
unfortunate  ftranger.  I  was  foon 
after  waited  on  by  two  gentlemen 
of  Briftol,  of  the  name  of  Ring,  the 
proprietors  of  a  large  pottery,  whofe 
information  and  defcription  of  a 
perfon  lately  come  to  Briftol,  and 
who  worked  in  their  manufactory, 
in  the  art  of  painting  china,  fo 
exactly  corresponded  with  the  cloth¬ 
ing  and  perfon  of  the  man  found 
drowned  a\  Sea-mills,  that  there 
remained  not  a  doubt  of  his  being 
the  perfon,  the  Subject  of  their  en¬ 
quiry.  Through  their  polite  affift- 
ance,  I  obtained  the  name  of  the 
deceafed,  which  is  James  Doe,  and 
I  alfo  got  an  interview  with  the 
K — f — m  acquaintance,  who  having 
vffited  the  tenement,  and  viewed 
the  manufcript  writing  there  upon 
the  wall,  recognized  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  his  friend  ;  he  gave  me 
likewife  a  defcription  of  his  perfon 
and  drefs,  which  correfponded  with 
that  already  publiffied.  For  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  deceafed’s  family  and 
friends,  I  was  referred  to  Several 
perfons  in  London,  one  of  whom,  a 
refpeCiable  proprietor  of  a  pottery 
there,  writes  thus; 

“  Sir, 

“  1  received  your’s,  and  was  much 
“  affeCted  at  its  contents;  I  ffiould 
1 1  “  have 
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u  have  written  fooner,  but  I  withe d 
“  firit  to  fee  his  uncle,  who  has  in- 
“  formed  me  of  the  following  par- 
6i  ticulars : — 

“  James  Doe  was  born  at  Lam- 
u  beth,  in  Surrey,  of  very  refpect- 
“  able  parents,  and  was  educated 
£S  in  the  fame  place.  He  ferved  an 
u  apprenticelhip  at  Lambeth,  to  a 
“  painter  in  the  china  and  earthen- 
u  ware  line,  and  he  painted  in  the 
(s  bifcuit  before  it  was  glazed.  In 
“  this  line  he  was  efteemed  a  good 
workman;  and  to  my  own  know- 
“  ledge,  he  worked  fome  years  at 
“  Mr.  Wedgwood’s  manufactory,  in 
“  StatFordthire ;  he  was  there  very 
“  much  refpefted  by  his  employer, 
“  his  fellow  workmen,  and  by  all 
4‘  who  knew  him.  He  was  fond  of 
u  company,  but  I  do  not  remember 
61  him  to  negledt  his  bufinefs  when 
“  urgent.  Having  a  tolerably  good 
“  education,  he  was  fond  of  reading, 
<£  He  was  particularly  generous, 
((  and  always  firft  to  relieve  any  of 
the  trade  out  of  employ,  or  in 
“  ficknefs.  He  worked  at  Mr. 
“  Bradley’s,  in  Staffordfhire,  for  fix 
“  or  feven  years,  and  was  at  that 
“  place  very  much  refpeCted  ;  in 
“  tact,  I  believe  him  to  be  generally 
u  beloved  and  refpected  wherefo- 
“  ever  he  worked.  About  three 
“  years  ago  he  came  to  London, 
“  and  finding  little  or  no  employ- 
4‘  ment  in  the  line  in  which  he  was 
“  brought  up,  he  was  obliged  to 
“  leave  town ;  and  being  affifted  by 
“  his  friends,  he  embarked  on  board 
“  a  hup  for  Newcaftle,  and  from 
“  thence  went  on  to  Glafgow,  in 
“  Scotland,  where  he  was  a  fellow 
a  workman  with  one  of  my  pre- 
ii  fent  journeyman,  and  fupported 
“  an  excellent  character  there, 
from  this  time  I  believe  he  met 
“  with  many  dilappointments.  He 


“  then  went  to  Ireland,  and  after 
“hopping  there  a  fnort  time,  he 
“  embarked  on  board  a  vefiel  bound 
“  h>r  Swanfea,  in  South  Wales, 
“  where  he  worked  for  fome  time, 
“  and  then  went  on  to  Worcefier- . 

fibre  china  manufactory,  which 
u  was,  I  believe,  the  laft  place  he  , 
££  worked  at." 

Another  of  the  deceafed's  friends 
writes  thus:— 

££  Sir, 

“  our  s  I  received ;  am  forry  to 
hear  of  the  melancholy  account 
of  James  Doe.  I  have  known 
him  and  his  relations  for  feveral 
yeais.  He  has  an  uncle,  a  bro- 
“  ther,  and  two  filters  living.  His 
“  acquaintance  with  the  perfon  h® 
“  mentions  in  his  writings  upon  the 
‘‘  wall,  has  been,  I  believe,  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  years  handing* 
“  He  was  always  forward  in  per- 
“  forming  a£ts  of  friendlhip  to  his 
“  fellow  workmen,  and  was  a  truly 
(l  g°°d  man  to  his  neighbours.  I 
“  llave  converted  with  a  particular 
“  fo]end  and  old  acquaintance  of 
“  ^ie  heceafed,  who  is  acquainted 
“  with  every  circumltance,  and  the 
££  whole  courfe  of  life  of  this  extra- 
££  ordinary  man;  and  he  is  colleCt- 
ing  eveiy  information  he  can, 

££  which  he  will  fend  you  in  a  letter.,, 

“  in  a  few  days. 

“  I  am  yours,  &c." 

The  following  is  an  ex  trad  from 
the  letter  alluded  to: — 

London,  Nov.  20,  1707,, 

££  Sir, 

£  1  ou  feem  to  be  anxious  con- 
“  eerning  the  life  of  the  unfortu- 
“  aate  ft  ranger,  found  drowned  in. 
a  Sea-mill  dock;  you  have  aright 
“  t()  know  it,  for  the  kindness  you. 
have  jfhowii  to  his  unfortunate 

<£  reip  tins. 
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“  remains. — James  Doe  was  born 
44  at  Lambeth,  about  two  miles 
44  froiti  London,  of  honeft  parents, 
44  who  brought  him  up  in  as  credit- 
46  able  a  manner  as  their  circum- 
44  fiances  would  admit.  At  the  age 
t(  of  fourteen  years,  or  thereabouts, 
44  he  was  put  an  apprentice  to  Mr. 
44  Griffiths,  at  the  delf  pottery, 
44  High-ftreet,  Lambeth.  When  he 
44  was  out  of  his  time,  he  continued 
44  working  at  his  bufinefs  until  it 
44  came  flack;  and  the  queen’s  ware 
44  meeting  with  great  encourage- 
44  ment,  he  went  into  Stafl’ord- 
u  /hire  for  employment,  where  he 
a  remained  upwards  of  twenty 
u  years,  working  for  different  maf- 
44  ters ;  and  then  came  up  to  Lon- 
44  don  in  want  of  employ,  and  got 
44  work  at  china-gilding  for  a  few 
44  months.  He  was  then  invited 
44  into  Staffordfliire  again,  where 
44  he  remained  but  a  fhort  time ; 
44  and  from  that  time  he  has  been 
44  confidered  a  wanderer  of  the 
44  trade.  He  was  the  moft  chari- 
44  table  man  I  ever  knew,  and  he 
44  was  often  known  to  negleCt  bim- 
44  felf,  when  misfortunes  came  on 
44  his  friends  and  acquaintances,  to 
14  whofe  relief  he  contributed  both 
44  time  and  money,  as  much  as  lay 
u  in  his  power.  Believe  me,  fir, 
44  you  have  bellowed  your  trouble 
44  on  the  remains  of  a  very  good- 
44  hearted  man.  The  acquaintance 
44  he  alluded  to  in  his  diary,  and 
44  another  perfon,  were  going  to 
44  France  about  thirteen  years  ago, 
44  with  a  view  of  carrying  over  and 
44  eflabl ifhing  there  the  queen’s  ware 
44  manufactory ;  fome  of  the  mafter 
44  potters  heard  of  it,  and  had  them 
44  confined  in  prifon :  as  foon  as 
44  James  Doe  heard  of  it,  he  went 
44  through  the  trade  to  gather  mo- 
44  nev  to  fupport  his  friend,  and  to 


44  preferve  him  from  want,  and  he, 
44  poor  foul,  contributed  all  he  had, 
44  for  that  purpofe.  To  be  denied 
44  affiftance  by  that  man  whom  lie 
44  had  relieved  in  diftrefs,  was  too 
44  great  for  his  tender  heart  to  bear, 
44  Sir,  1  do  not  pretend  to  hold  my 
44  friend  up  to  perfection  ;  the  laft: 
44  aCtion  of  his  life  is  againft  him ; 
44  hut  I  believe,  the  denial  of  relief 
44  b}?-  that  man  whom  he  had  lerved 
44  and  relieved  in  diftrefs,  was  the 
44  foie  caul’e  of  his  committing  the 
44  rath  ad  of  fuicide.  The  language 
44  of  the  manufcript  writing  is 
44  nearly  the  fame  as  his  laft  eon- 
44  verfation  with  me,  as  far  as  this 
44  friend  is  mentioned. 

44  I  perfectly  agree  with  you, 
44  that  he  was  in  his  fenfes  as  much. 
44  as  he  ever  was  in  his  life,  when 
44  he  committed  the  aCt  of  fuicide. 
44  He  was  acquainted  with  a  Mr. 
44  Greenwood,  in  Staffordfhire,  for 
44  fome  years,  a  man  remarkable  for 
44  fine  knowledge  ;  to  that  man  the 
44  unfortunate  Doe  owed  a  great 
44  deal  of  his  knowledge ;  and  al- 
44  though  Mr.  Greenwood  was  a 
44  very  fenfible  man,  yet  he  held 
44  it  juft  for  a  man  to  deftroy  fcirn- 
u  felf.  Had  James  Doe  written 
44  to  his  friends  in  London,  he 
44  would  have  had  money  fent  him ; 
44  for  his  friends  in  London  would 
44  have  thought  it  a  happinefs  to 
44  relieve  him.  He  was  a  very  ufe- 
44  ful  man  in  the  Staftbrdfhire-ware 
44  manufadory,  as  he  had  ftudied 
44  the  chemical  fecrets  of  that  bufi- 
44  nefs.  He  was  fond  of  reading. 
44  I  lhall  be  hyppy  in  communicat- 
44  ing  any  further  particulars  you 
44  may  require;  and  am,  fir, 

44  Yours,  &c.  &c.” 

To  the  information  contained  in 
the  foregoing  letters,  I  beg  leave  to 

add, 
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add,  that  I  have  lately  converged 
with  fever-al  perfons  that  knew  the 
deceased  in  Dublin,  in  Stafibrdfliire, 
at  Worcefter,  in  Swanfea,  and  near 
Exeter;  they  all  unite  in  one  gene¬ 
ral  opinion ;  viz.  that  he  was  an 
excellent  workman,  was  univerfally 
beloved  by  all  ranks  of  his  fellow 
workmen,  that  he  poffeffed  a  chari¬ 
table  and  humane  heart,  and  was 
ever  ready  in  aflifting  his  fellow- 
creatures  in  diftrefs.  He  came  to 
Briftol  early  in  Auguft,  and  imme¬ 
diately  vifited  his  friend,  mentioned 
in  his  writings ;  I  have  traced  him 
to  his  friend's  houfe,  where  he  fpent 
three  or  four  days  and  nights  im¬ 
mediately  before  drowning  himlelf. 
From  a  very  particular  and  circum- 
ftantiai  enquiry  into  the  conduct 
and  deportment  of  the  deceafed, 
even  to  Sept.  11,  I  do  not  find 
there  was  any  the  lea  ft  mark  of 
infanity  about  him ;  neither  was  he 
involved  in  debt,  excepting  ten  or 
twelve  (hillings  at  his  lodgings.  It 
may  then  be  alked,  what  motive 
could  induce  this  perfon  to  deftroy 
himlelf?  Enjoying  full  health,  and 
poflefting  an  art  by  which  he  could 
obtain  a  competent  and  perhaps 
genteel  livelihood,  he  had  the  means 
of  providing  for  himfelf,  and  riling 
fuperior  to  want.  We  mult  there¬ 
fore  let  him  fpeak  for  himfelf.  He 
fays,  “  if  my  acquaintance  had  be- 
JS<  come  my  friend,  he  might  have 
i(  faved  me  from  an  untimely  death." 
And  again,  “  how  often  does  fym- 
“  pathy  foften  one's  forrow,  and 
“  with  the  aid  of  a  little  pecuniary 
u  aftiftance,  reftore  an  unfortunate 
“  Being  to  induftry  and  repentance.” 
To  fhow  alfo  how  much  this  friend 
engrofted  the  fecret  thoughts  of  his 
heart,  even  in  his  dying  moments, 
alter  quitting  the  tenement  to  drown 
himfelf  heftrU  ftepped  in  the  ground 


floor  of  another  tenement,  and  wrote 
the  following  lines.  im  O  Lord! 
il  how  weary  I  am  of  life!  if  my 
<c  acquaintance  ftiould  happen  to  lee 
“  this  writing,  he  will  remember, 
u  perhaps,  the  hand  of  an  old  former 
“  acquaintance.” 

“  Defpair  pervades  ray  foul — to 
“  death  1  fly  for  relief.” 

There  then  is  the  teftimony  that 
this  unfortunate  perfon  has  fallen  a 
victim  to  difappointed  friendship 
and  defpair.  The  fweeteft  and 
moft  engaging  pleafures  of  life,  am 
thofe  which  fpring  from  our  focia! 
connections;  and  let  thofe  who  m 
joined  in  the  bonds  of  particular 
friendfhip,  be  folicitous  not  to  break 
off  fo  delightful  an  union.  A  true 
friend  is  one  of  the  moft  valuable 
hie  (lings  this  life  can  bellow ,  and 
what  greater  fatisfa&ion  can  we 
experience,  than  which  arifes  from 
our  being  connected  with  one  to 
whom  we  can  fafely  difclofe  the 
moft  fecret  thoughts  of  our  hearts. 
Yielding  then  to  the  benign  pro- 
penftty  of  returning  a  generous  and 
a  good  action,  and  bellowing  a  final! 
bounty  on  an  old  friend  in  dill  refs, 
might  have  been  the  means  (in  the 
prefent  cafe)  offaving  a  foul  from 
death  ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  the  bafe  and  unfriendly  conduit  of 
perfons  whom  we  have  once  loved, 
diffolve  all  the  bonds  of  amity  and 
friendfhip,  and  Ihow  our  confidence 
has  been  abided,  then  are  opened 
fome  of  the  deepeft  fp rings  of  bitter* 
nefs  in  the  human  heart.  If  the 
unfufpedting  friend  be  defeated  in 
the  hour  of  diftrefs,  by  the  friend  in 
whom  he  trufted ;  or  in  the  midft 
of  his  misfortunes  meets  with  cold 
indifference,  where  he  expended  to 
find  the  kindeft  fympathy,  and 
vcliere  the  heart  is  fickened  and 
wounded  by  the  ingratitude  or 

faith  Iefthefs 
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faithlefihefs  of  one,  on  whom  it  had 
leaned  the  whole  weight  of  affec¬ 
tion,  where  (hall  it  turn  for  relief? 

1  hope,  Mr.  Editor,  there  is  not 
to  be  found  an  advocate  for  fuicide. 
A  heart  impreffed  with  a  religious 
fear  will  fay,  “  how  can  I  commit 
this  great  evil,  and  fin  againft  God?’7 
The  chriftian  religion  teaches  us  to 
fupport  ourfelves  wifh  fortitude, 
under  all  our  misfortunes  and 
trials. 

From  hardfifips  and  difficulties 
we  derive  an  experience  and  fteadi- 
nefs,  which  teach  us  to  a£t  with 
propriety  in  the  ftations  wherein 
Providence  has  placed  us.  It  is 
our  duty  to  acquiefce  in  what  is 
allotted  us  ;  and  our  l'ole  concern  to 
acquit  ourfelves  well  in  our  refpec- 
tive  ftations,  and  fuftain  well  our 
characters  in  this  ftage  of  life. 
Every  one,  therefore,  ought  to  be 
fatisfied  with  his  portion,  and  in- 
ftead  of  repining  at  the  more  liberal 
allotments  of  his  neighbour,  ftiouid 
be  grateful  for  his  own ;  for  the 
wifdom  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
world,  alone  knows  what  is  moil 
conducive  to  the  well  being  of  the 
general  fyftem,  and  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  welfare  of  individuals.  He 
afiigns  our  ftations,  as  it  is  ours  to 
conform  to  it. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Editor, 

Your  molt  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Joseph  James. 
Stoke  Bifhop,  near  Briftol, 

Nov.  22,  1797. 


Tranf actions  in  Parliament ,  relative 
to  the  Stoppage  of  Payment  in 
Specie  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

Copies  of  all  Connmnncations  between 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  and  the 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ,  re* 
fpedting  Advances  to  Government 
Jince  the  frft  of  November f  1 794* 

(No.  1.) 

Copy  of  a  Refolution  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  the  15th  of  January, 

1795. 

Refolved, 

That  the  governor  and  deputy 
governor  do  take  an  early  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  informing  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequei§Hhat  the  court  of 
directors,  delirous  at  all  times  to 
give  every  affiftance  and  accommo¬ 
dation  to  the  public  fervice,  think 
it  proper  at  the  prefent  period, 
when  a  loan,  under  the  guarantee 
of  this  country,  for  a  foreign  ftate, 
of  the  large  amount  of  fix  millions 
fierling,  and  alfo  one  for  our  own 
national  wants  of  eighteen  millions 
fierling,  are  about  to  be  railed,  to 
bring  to  his  confideration,  that  it  is 
their  with  that  he  wrould  fettle  his 
arrangements  of  finances  for  the 
prefent  year,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
not  to  depend  on  any  farther  affift* 
ance  from  them  beyond  what  is 
already  agreed  for;  and  particu¬ 
larly,  that  the  ftipulation  for  the 
future  advances  to  be  made  by 
them,  if  neceffary,  for  payment  of 
treafury  bills  of  exchange,  be  ftrid- 
ly  adhered  to,  as  they  cannot  allow 
that  advance  at  any  time  to  exceed 
the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds. 

(No.  2.) 

In  the  Court  of  Directors,  on  the 
16th  of  April,  1795. 

The  governor  and  deputy  gover¬ 
nor  were  directed  by  the  court  to 
wait  upon  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  to  mention  to  him 
the  uneafinefs  which  they  have  felt 
on  being  left,  during  fo  long  a 

period, 
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period,  in  an  advance  of  one  and  an 
half,  to  upwards  of  two  millions  of 
money,  for  the  bills  accepted  by 
the  treafury.  That  this  mode  of 
paying  the  treafury  bills  in  advance 
was  never  meant  to  be  carried  to 
any  great  extent,  at  the  moft  to 
500,000!.  and  that  only  as  a  tem¬ 
porary  accommodation. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
did  promife  to  the  governor  and 
deputy  governor  in  December  laft, 
and  particularly  in  a  converfation 
on  the  17th  of  January,  that  the 
amount  of  thefe  hills  paid  at  the 
bank,  then  exceeding  the  fum  of 
500,000b  fhould  certainly  be  paid 
off  after  the  receipt  of  the  fir  ft  pay¬ 
ment  on  the  new  loan ;  which  pro¬ 
mife  hath  not  yet  taken  place.  The 
court  have  therefore  come  to  a 
refolution,  that  they  cannot  in  fu¬ 
ture  allow  of  any  difburfement  on 
this  account,  exceeding  the  fum  of 
500,000b;  and  they  do  requeft, 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  will  be  pleafed  to  order  the 
fame  to  be  paid. 

(No.  3.) 

Copy  of  a  Note  from  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor,  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Bank,  $th  June ,  17  95- 
The  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  bank  prefen t  their 
refpectful  compliments  to  Mr.  Pitt; 
and  take  the  liberty  of  hating  to 
him,  that  though  he  was  pleafed  to 
promife,  the  laft  time  they  had  the 
honour  of  an  interview,  that  the 
amount  of  the  treafury  bills  paid 
by  the  bank,  fhould  immediately 
be  reduced  to  the  fum  of  500,000!. 
(beyond  which  fum,  by  a  refolu¬ 
tion  of  the  court,  it  was  not  to 
pafs);  the  bank  are  now  in  ad¬ 
vance  on  that  account  1,210,015!. 
Vol.  XXXIX. 
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17  s.  5d.,  and  before  the  end  of 
next  week  it  will  be  increafed  to 
1,658,467!.  They  at  the  fame 
time  beg  to  exprefs  their  concern 
at  being  fo  repeatedly  obliged  to 
trouble  him  on  the  fubjeCt ;  iioping 
lie  will  give  fucli  directions  as  may 
in  future  prevent  it. 

To  the  right  horn  Wm.  Pitt, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

(No.  4.) 

Refolution  of  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  30th  of  July,  1795. 
Refolved, 

That  the  governor  and  deputy 
governor  of  the  bank  be  defired  to 
inform  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  that  it  is  the  requeft  of 
this  court,  that  he  will  either  adopt 
fome  other  mode  of  paying  the 
treafury  bills  of  exchange,  than  by 
directing  them  for  payment  at  the 
bank;  or  fo  arrange  the  furnifti- 
ing  of  money  for  the  payment  of 
thefe  bills,  that  the  amount  for 
which  the  bank  fhould  be  in  ad¬ 
vance,  fhall  not  at  any  time  exceed 
the  fum  of  500,000!.  as  this  court 
is  determined  to  give  orders  to  the 
cafhiers,  to  refufe  payment  of  all 
bills  whenever  the  advance  fhall 
amount  to  fuch  fum  of  500,000!. 
That  previoufly  the  court  is  de- 
firous  of  fixing  on  a  certain  day 
with  Mr.  Pitt,  when  fuch  order 
fliall  take  place ;  but  in  the  mean¬ 
time  depend  on  his  former  and 
repeated  promife  to  reduce  the 
prefent  advance  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fible. 

(No.  5.) 

Report  of  the  Governor,  and  Refolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
6th  of  Auguft,  1795. 
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the  court  a  letter  from  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  which  was 
received  yePerday  at  four  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  containing  a  requeP 
for  a  farther  accommodation  on  the 
credit  of  the  growing  furplus  of  the 
confolidated  fund  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
of  this  letter  be  postponed  ;  and  that 
the  governor  and  deputy  governor 
be  defired  to  wait  on  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
inform  him,  that  this  court  cannot 
take  his  letter  into  confideration, 
until  it  has  received  fatisfaction 
refpedling  the  repayment  of  the 
monies  already  advanced  for  pay¬ 
ment  of  treafury  bills  of  exchange, 
to  reduce  that  account  under  the 
Populated  fum  of  500,000b,  above 
which  the  bank  was  never  to  be  in 
advance;  and  until  it  has  had  fuf- 
Pcient  fecurity  held  out,  that  it  Hr  all. 
not  be  called  upon  to  make  farther 
advances  in  future  :  and  that  they 
do  requeft  Mr.  Pitt  to  enter  into 
full  explanations  on  this  fubjedl, 
which  is  not  even  touched  upon  in 
his  letter. 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  7th  of  AuguP, 
i?97* 

THE  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt 
at  the  hour  he  had  appointed 
When  the  governor  PrP  obferved 
to  him,  that  his  letter  did  not  arrive 
in  time  to  be  taken  into  confider- 
ation  by  the  committee  on  Wed- 
nefday  ;  and  that  it  was  therefore 
of  necePity  laid  before  the  court  on 
Thurfday,  without  much  previous 
confultaffon  on  it  in  the  committee  : 
■ — And  the  governor  then  read  to 
Mr.  P  itt  the  following  note,  as  con¬ 
taining  the  fubPance  of  what  palled 
upon  it  in  the  court : 

The  governor  having  laid  before 


the  court  a  letter  received  yePer^ 
day  afternoon  from  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  containing  a  re- 
queP  for  a  farther  accommodation 
of  two  millions  and  an  half,  on  the 
growing  produce  of  the  confolidated 
fund  : 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
of  this  letter  be  poftponed  ;  and  that 
the  governor  and  deputy  governor 
be  defired  to  wait  on  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
inform  him,  that  this  court  cannot 
fully  take  his  letter  into  confider¬ 
ation  until  he  has  finally  fettled  the 
arrangement,  notified  to  him  lap 
week,  relative  to  the  reduction  of 
the  amount  of  the  treafury  bills 
paid  by  the  bank,  fo  that  the  fum  ad¬ 
vanced  may  never  exceed  500,000!. 
of  which  his  letter  makes  not  the 
leap  mention. 

(No.  6.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Re-  * 
folution  of  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  13th  AuguP,  1795. 

Doxvning-street ,  Aug.  12,  1795* 

I  have  to  requeP  the  favour  of 
you  to  ftate  to  your  court,  that  if 
they  think  proper  to  afford  the  ac¬ 
commodation  which  1  have  requeP- 
ed  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  inPant, 
by  taking  exchequer  bills  payable 
out  of  the  growing  produce  of  the 
confolidated  fund,  they  may  depend 
upon  meafures  being  immediately 
taken  for  the  payment  of  one  mil¬ 
lion  of  the  fum  they  have  advanced 
for  the  payment  of  bills;  and 
farther  payments  to  the  amount 
in  the  whole  of  another  million 
may  be  made  in  the  courfe  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  O&ober,  and  November, 
in  fuch  proportions  as  may  be 
found  convenient.  But  as  frefh 
bills  may  be  expecled  to  arrive,  I 
am  under  the  neceffity  of  requeuing, 
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that  a  latitude  fhould  be  allowed  for 
the  payment  of  fuch  bills  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  one  million  ; 
in  addition  for  which  fum,  payment 
fhall  be  provided  before  the  end  of 
February,  or,  if  the  court  materially 
prefer  it,  of  January.  In  order  to 
guard  againft  any  frefli  difappoint- 
ment,  1  beg  leave  to  fugged,  that  it 
may  be  ufeful,  if  from  time  to  time 
you  fend  me  notice,  whenever  the 
amount  advanced  comes  within  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  of  the  limit  fixed, 
that  warrants  may  he  prepared 
without  delay. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt. 
Governor  and  Deputy! 

Governor  of  the  Bank.  / 

In  the  court  held  this  dav,  after 
reading  Mr.  Pitt’s  letter  of  the  12th 
of  Auguft,  it  was  refolved,  That 
this  court  do  not  accede  to  the  pro- 
pofal  contained  in  the  faid  letter. 
It  was  farther  refolved,  That  the 
court  do  content  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  re- 
queft,  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  in¬ 
fant  ;  namely,  to  advance  two 
millions  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  on  exchequer  bills,  on  the 
fecurity  of  the  furplus  of  the  con- 
folidated  fund,  to  be  repaid,  as 
follows : 

About  eleven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  from  the  produce  of 
the  quarter  ending  the  20th  of 
O&ober  next;  and  for  the 
remainder  they  are  willing  to 
wait  till  the  ending  of  the 
quarter  of  the  5th  April  1796. 
And  that  the  governor  and  deputy 
governor  be  deli  red  to  inform  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  the  court  ftill  adhere  to 
their  former  refutation,  of  infilling 
that  the  credit  on  the  treafury  bills 
he  reflrained  to  500,000b,  but  that 
the  court  will  wait  for  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  one  million  of  the  money 
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already  advanced  beyond  the  faid 
«/  %> 

fum  of  500,000b  until  the  latter 
end  of  November  (if  it  is  of  effen- 
tial  fervice  to  the  government  of 
the  country  that  it  fhould  do  fo), 
provided  pofitive  afturance  is  given 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  that  this  additional  million 
111  all  punctually  be  repaid  at  that 
time ;  and  that  in  no  cafe,  if  this 
propofition  is  acceded  to,  the  bank 
is  to  be  in  advance  beyond  one 
million  and  an  half  for  payment  of 
the  treafury  bills,  which  by  the  end 
of  November  are  to  be  reduced  to 
500,000b 

The  court  alfo  requeft,  that  the 
governor  and  deputy  governor  will 
exprefs  to  Mr,  Pitt,  the  earned  de- 
fire  they  have,  that  forne  other 
means  may  be  adopted,  in  the  next 
feffjon  of  parliament,  for  the  future 
payment  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
on  the  treafury.  When  the  lad  re¬ 
futation  was  propofed,  Mr.  Win- 
throp  moved  the  following  amend¬ 
ment,  and  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Simeon,  to  be  added  after  the  words 
“  confolidated  fund,”  and  to  leave 
out  all  tire  remainder  ; 

“  Provided  at  lead  two  millions 
of  the  fame  (hall  be  applied 
to  the  difcharge  of  the  fum  for 
which  the  bank  is  now  in  ad¬ 
vance,  on  account  of  bills  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  treafury;  it  being 
the  intention  of  this  court,  to 
reftrain  the  amount  of  fuch  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  fum  of  500,000b, 
agreeably  to  their  former  refo-. 
lotions.” 

The  faid  amendment  being  put  to 
the  vote,  was  negatived  ;  and  the  re¬ 
futation  as  fir  ft  moved  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative, 

Augvjl  14,  1795, 

The.governor  and  deputy  govern 
*  K  2  nor 
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nor,  in  compliance  with  the  defire 
of  the  court  held  yefterday,  waited 
this  day  on  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  to  fignify  to  him,  that 
his  letter  of  the  12th  inftant  had 
been  duly  confidered ;  and  it  was 
refoived,  that  the  propofals  which 
it  contained  could  not  be  acceded 
to ;  and  to  communicate  to  him  the 
farther  refolution  of  the  court,  re- 
fpeCting  his  requeft  in  his  letter  of 
the  5th  inftant,  as  minuted  in  this 
book  yefterday.  The  governor  put 
into  his  hands  a  copy  of  the  two 
refolutions,  which  Mr.  Pitt  read 
attentively,  and  returned  foon  after, 
with  a  letter,  written  by  himfelf, 
at  the  requeft  of  the  governor  and 
deputy  governor,  ftgnifying  his  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  faid  refolution, 
and  promifmg  punctually  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  conditions  ftipulated 
therein. 

Dcwning-Jlrcet,  14 th  Avg.  1795. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  requeft  the  favour  of 
you  to  inform  your  court,  that  I 
agree  to  the  conditions  fpecified  in 
their  refolution  of  yefterday,  (fee 
the  note  of  the  13th  of  Auguft,)  for 
the  advance  of  two  millions  and  an 
half,  on  the  credit  of  the  confolidated 
fund  ;  and  will  take  care  that  they 
fhall  be  punctually  complied  with. 
I  return  the  paper  containing  the 
refolution  ;  and  am,  gentlemen,  &c. 
&c.  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt. 

Governor  and  Deputy  1 

Governor  of  the  Bank.  J 

(No.  7.) 

Copy  of  a  written  Paper  delivered 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer. 

Bank  of  England,  0£l.  8,  1795. 

The  very  large  and  continued 


drain  of  bullion  and  fpecie  which 
the  bank  has  lately  experienced, 
arifing  from  the  effects  of  the  loan 
to  the  emperor,  and  other  fubfidies, 
together  with  the  profpeCt  of  the 
demand  for  gold  not  appearing  like¬ 
ly  foon  to  ceafe,  has  excited  fuch 
apprehenftons  in  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  that,  on  the  moft  ferious 
deliberation,  they  deem  it  right  to 
communicate  to  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  the  abfolute  necef- 
fity  they  conceive  to  exift  for  di- 
minifhing  the  fum  of  their  prefent 
advances  to  government — the  lafi 
having  been  granted  with  extreme 
reluCtance  on  their  part,  on  his 
prefling  folicitations  and  ftatement, 
that  ferious  embarraflments  would 
arife  to  the  public  fervice,  if  the 
bank  refufed. 

It  muft  occur  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  recol¬ 
lection,  that  laft  January  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor  of  the 
bank  did,  by  inftruCtions  from  their 
court,  formally  announce  to  him 
their  apprehentions  of  the  confe- 
quences  that  were  likely  to  enfue 
from  the  emperor’s  loan  taking 
place ;  the  events  feem  fully  to  juf- 
tify  their  fears,  and  to  render  every 
meafure  of  caution  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  their  future  fafety. 

In  addition  to  the  above  caufes, 
it  may  be  proper  to  ftate,that  large 
fums  are  likely  foon  to  be  called  for 
by  the  claimants  of  the  cargoes  and 
freights  of  the  neutral  ftiips  taken, 
and  about  to  be  reimburfed ;  many 
of  whom,  as  they  are  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  are  inftruCted  by  their 
owners  and  proprietors,  to  take  back 
their  returns  in  fpecie  or  bullion. 

The  prefent  price  of  gold  being 
from  4I.  3s.  to  4I.  4s.  per  ounce, 
and  our  guineas  being  to  be  pur- 
chafed  at  3I.  17s.  lo^d.  clearly  de- 
monftrates  the  grounds  of  our  fears ; 

it 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


*181 


it  being  only  nccefiary  to  ftate  thofe 
fads  to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer. 

Ever  ready  as  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors  have  been  to  accommodate  and 
give  their  affiftance  in  the  fervice 
of  the  public,  they  mult  now  ex- 
prefs  their  hopes,  that  Mr.  Pitt  will, 
on  the  meeting  of  parliament,  fo 
arrange  his  plans  of  finance,  as  not 
to  depend  upon  the  immediate  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  duties  on  land  and 
malt,  1796;  and  that  he  will  be 
pleated  to  provide  the  means  of  re- 
imburfement  to  the  bank,  conform¬ 
ably  to  his  agreement,  of  the  mil¬ 
lion  on  account  of  the  treafury  bills, 
and  the  one  million  one  hundred 
thoufand,  part  of  the  advance  on  the 
produd  of  the  confolidated  fund,  in 
cafe  it  fhall  not  have  been  previoully 
paid,  and  alfo  to  reimburfe  the  re¬ 
maining  1,400,0001.  on  the  fame 
produd  in  January  or  February, 
inltead  of  April. 

(No.  8.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer,  23d  of  Odober, 

*795- 

The  governor  mentioned  his 
having  heard,  that  there  might  be 
annexed  to  the  enfuing  loan,  one 
of  1,400,000!.  for  the  emperor  of 
Germany ;  and  Hated,  that  in  fuch 
a  cafe  it  would  be  highly  proper  for 
the  bank  to  have  fome  intimation 
of  it,  that  they  might  adopt  fuch 
arrangements  as  the  meafure  would 
render  abfolutely  necelfary  : — The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  replied, 
that  he  had  not  at  prefent  the  molt 
diftant  idea  of  it  ;  though  he  did 
not  pledge  himfelf  that  on  no  oc- 
cafion  fuch  a  thing  might  happen. 
The  governor  thanked  him  for  his 
anfwer,  which  he  told  Mr.  Pitt  he 
received  with  pleafure,  thinking  as 


he  did,  that  another  loan  of  that 
fort  would  go  nigh  to  ruin  the 
country.  Tho  governor  alfo  ac¬ 
quainted  him,  that  the  drain  of  cafh 
continued;  and  was  likely  to  do  fo, 
while  the  bills  from  abroad  continued 
to  be  drawn  on  the  treafury.  Mr. 
Pitt  faid,  they  might  laft  two  months 
longer,  but  lie  believed  not  longer. 

<  (No.  9.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  18th  November 
1795- 

The  governor  informed  Mr.  Pitt, 
that  the  prefent  price  of  gold  was 
4I.  2s.  per  ounce,  and  that  the  daily 
large  drains  of  fpecie  from  the  bank 
filled  the  minds  of  the  dire&ors 
with  ferious  apprehenfions ;  and 
that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
their  affairs,  he  muff  not  rely  on  any 
aids  from  them,  not  even  the  vote 
of  credit  and  fupply  bills. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
apologized  for  the  warrants  that 
were  defigned  to  be  applied  to  the 
reduction  of  the  amount  of  the  trea¬ 
fury  bills  paid  by  the  bank,  having, 
from  the  moft  urgent  neceffity,  been 
otherwife  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  troops  going  abroad.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  million  which  he  had, 
promifed  fhould  be  paid  in  the  courfe 
of  this  month,  in  farther  reduction  of 
the  treafury  bills,  he  faid  his  inten¬ 
tion  was,  to  take  out  that  fum  in 
part  of  the  land  and  malt  for  1796, 
and  to  pay  it  on  this  account,  having 
no  other  means  to  do  it  by.  The 
governor  then  hinted  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
his  apprehenfions,  from  a  rumour 
that  a  further  loan  to  the  emperor 
was  in  agitation,  notwithfiandmg 
the  afi'urances  which  Mr.  Pitt  gave 
him  fome  time  back,  that  he  had 
not  then  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  fuch 
a  meafure.  The  chancellor  replied, 
that  he  then  had  not  fuch  a  thought, 
•  N  3  from 
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from  the  tardy  and  flow  operations 
of  the  Auhrians;  but  the  fare  of 
things  having  fnice  changed,  and 
the  Auftrian  army  having  been  of 
late  very  active  and  fuccefsful,  he 
confeffed  it  was  his  opinion,  that  a 
continuance  of  fuch  exertions  was 
the  fureft  way  of  diflrefling  ..the 
French,  and  bringing  them  to  pro¬ 
per  terms  of  peace;  and  on  this 
ground,  miniftry  now  had  it  in  con¬ 
templation  to  let  the  emperor  have 
another  loan,  not  exceeding  two 
millions,  trailing  that  it  might  be 
done  with  fafety,  and  on  the  eon- 
liberation  that  the  fubfidies  of  about 
900,000}.  per  annum,  which  had 
been  paid  to  different  kales  m.  Ger¬ 
many,  for  troops,  would  ceafe,  and 
alfo  the  bills  drawn  for  the  fupport 
of  our  army  on  the  continent,  which 
had  laft  year  amounted  to  near 
three  millions  fierling :  befide,  that 
fhould  the  lean  take  place,  he  had 
no  objection  to  modify  the  bated 
times  for  the  remittance  thereof,  fo 
as  to  caufe  the  leak  bad  effect  on  the 
courfe  of  exchange.  And  he  far¬ 
ther  added,  That  fhould  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  bank  be  fueh,  as  to 
make  this  meafure  a  very  hazardous 
one,  lie  would,  in  compliance  with 
our  re  quell,  overlook  every  other 
confsderation,  and  abandon  the  loan. 
The  governor  and  deputy  governor 
then  told  Mr.  Pitt,  that  they  would 
take  the  fenfe  of  their  court  to¬ 
morrow  on  the  advances,  which  he 
\vi fhed  to  have  on  the  land  and 
malt  of  1796,  and  wait  upon  him 
with  the  determination  of  the  court 
as  loon  as  it  lliould  break  up. 

(No.  10.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  20th  of  No¬ 
vember,  1795. 

The  court  of  directors  bavins, 


on  a  confideration  of  the  advance^ 
propofed  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  land  and  matt, 
1796,  refolved  to  let  him  have  the 
fum  of  one  million,  undei  the  re- 
ftnClion  that  it  be  immediately  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  difeharge  oi  fo  much 
of  the  bank's  advance  on  the  trea- 
furv  bills:  and  alfo  a  farther  ad- 
vance  of  500,000  k  lor  his  prefent 
accommodation  :  —  The  governor 
and  deputy  governor  went,  as  loon 
as  the  court  was  over,  to  wait  on 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  to 
acquaint  him  thereof,  but  that  at  the 
fame  time  the  governor  mentioned 
to  him,  that  it  was  the  expectation 
of  the  court,  that  he  fhould  not 
take  up  any  more  on  this  fund  un¬ 
til  about  February  next,  and  then 
gradually,  as  the  advance  on  the 
former  year  would  be  coming  in. 
The  governor  alfo  laid,  that  from 
the  prefent  fituation  of  matters  at 
the  bank,  and  from  appearances  for 
the  future,  it  would  be  absolutely 
out  of  the  power  of  the  court  to 
make  the  advance,  which  had  been 
done  before,  of  2,500,000k  on  the 
vote  of  credit  which  might  be  pall¬ 
ed  this  feffion;  and  he  felt  it  right 
to  announce  this  in  time  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  before  the  loan,  that  he  might 
make  his  arrangements  according¬ 
ly;  which  Mr.  Pitt  thanked  him 
for  having  mentioned  ;  faid  he  lup- 
pofed  he  might  venture  to  ifftte 
about  1,500,000  k  of  fuch  exche¬ 
quer  bills  to  the  public  ;  and  that 
he  mult  provide  for  the  other  mil¬ 
lion  by  an  addition  to  the  loan.  The 
governor  then  repeated  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  abiblute  determination  of  the 
court,  to  have  the  advance  on  the 
treaiury  bills  quite  cleared  off’,  by 
an  early  payment  out  of  the  monies 
received  in  part  of  the  loan. 
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(No.  11.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  12th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1795. 

In  confequence  of  a  mefTage 
from  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  the  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  waited  upon  him  this  day ; 
when  he  returned  to  them  the  pa¬ 
per  which  contained  the  copy  ot 
the  court's  refolution  made  on  the 
3d  inftant. 

The  governor  renewed  the  fub- 
je6t  of  the  payment  of  the  treafury 
bills  to  Mr.  Pitt,  which  amount 
now  to  2,670,000!.;  but  Mr.  Pitt 
laid,  the  money  hitherto  received 
on  account  of  the  prefent  loan, 
fliould  be  applied  to  the  payment 
thereof,  and  a  farther  lum  out  of 
the  payments  in  full,  until  that  ad¬ 
vance  was  reduced  to  500,000  1. 

(No.  1-2.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  8th  of  January, 

1796. 

The  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  on  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  by  his  de¬ 
fire.  When  he  mentioned  to  them 
his  requeft  that  the  bank  would  ac¬ 
commodate  him  with  an  advance 
of  500,000  1.  which  lie  wanted  for 
the  purpofe  of  paying  off  funis  due 
to  the  army  agents,  and  for  which 
he  would  pledge  exchequer  bills  on 
the  land  and  malt  of  the  prefent 
year;. and  jf  the  payments  made 
upon  the  loan  for  this  year  fliould 
amount  in  all,  before  the  end  of 
this  month,  to  above  5,800,000!. 
the  excels  beyond  that  fum,  as  far 
as  500,000!.  fhould  be  employed  in 
repaying  the  bank’s  advance  011 
the  exchequer  bills  on  the  credit  of 
the  growing  produce  of  the  con- 
i’oUdated  fund,  for  the  fervice  of 


the  laft  year.  The  governor  told 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  he  did  not  think  the 
court  would  object  to  Inch  an  ad¬ 
vance,  and  defired  him  to  write  an 
official  letter  in  time,  to  be  laid  be^- 
fore  the  next  court  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  had  an  imme¬ 
diate  neceffity  for  200,000!.;  which 
the  governor  faid  he  might  take  up 
diredtly;  not  doubting  that  it  would 
be  approved  of  by  the  court  oi  di¬ 
rectors. 

(No.  13.) 

The  Governor’s  Report,  and  Refo- 
lution  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
28th  of  January,  1796. 

The  governor  having  informed 
the  court,  that  a  notice  was  brought 
this  morning  from  the  treafury, 
that  certain  bills  drawn  on  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treafury,  amount¬ 
ing  to  the  fum  of  201,0001.  would 
fall  due  on  Wednefday  the  3d  of 
February,  and  were  directed  for 
payment  at  the  bank  ;  and  that  the 
fum  now  in  advance  on  trealury 
bills  is  1,157,000  b 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the 
governor  do  give  directions  to  the 
caffiiers  not  to  advance  any  money 
for  the  payment  of  thefe  bills,  nor 
to  difc barge  anv  part  of  the  fame, 
unlefs  money  lha.ll  be  fent  down  lor 
the  purpofe ;  in  which  cale  fuch 
money  is  to  be  appropriated  ex- 
clufively  for  the  difchurge  of  thefe 
bills. 

Refolved,  That  the  governor,  de¬ 
puty  governor,  and  a  deputation 
from  this  court,  do  wait  on  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  with 
a  copy  of  the  above  refolution; 
and  do  farther  refpefftfully  lay  be¬ 
fore-  him,  the  determination  ot 
the  court  not  to  continue  any 
longer  the  mode  of  advancing  the. 

*  X  4  payment 
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payment  of  treafury  bills, than  to  fueh 
time  as  fliall  be  fixed  on  between 
Mr.  Pitt  and  the  deputation  before- 
mentioned,  which  time  the  court 
hopes  will  not  be  fixed  for  a  diftant 
day. 

(No.  14.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  29th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1796. 

The  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor,  with  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr. 
Bofanquet,  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  this 
day  with  the  refolution  of  the  court, 
as  hated  in  the  foregoing  minute. 
He  dwelt  much  on  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  which  it  would  put  him  to,  to 
comply  with  it ;  but  after  fome 
converfation,  faid  he  would  arrange 
his  affairs,  fo  as  to  provide  the 
money  in  time  for  the  payment  of 
the  treafury  bills  due  on  the  3d  of 
February,  by  applying  to  that  pur- 
pofe  money  which  be  had  deftined 
for  other  fervices. 

As  to  fixing  a  period  when  the 
payment  of  the  treafury  bills  fhali 
no  longer  be  referred  to  the  bank, 
Mr.  Pitt  declared  himfelf  unable  to 
fettle  that  at  fuch  a  fhort  notice; 
but  that  he  would  look  into  the 
lituation  of  his  payments,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  form  fuch  a  plan  as  foon 
as  poflible  ;  and  hoped  to  be  able  to 
conclude  it  by  Friday  the  5th  of 
February,  when  he  would  expect  to 
fee  the  deputation  again. 

(No.  15.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  5th  of  February 

f  1796. 

The  governor,  deputy  governor, 
Mr.  Peters,  and  Mr.  Bofanquet, 
this  day  waited  upon  Mr.  Pitt  again, 
according  to  appointment,  to  hear 
his  determination  about  the  latter 
part  of  the  court’s  lefoiution,  on 


the  28th  ultimo,  as  to  fixing  a  time 
when  the  prefent  mode  of  paying 
the  treafury  bills  in  advance  fhould 
be  brought  to  a  period.  Mr.  Pitt, 
after  much  converfatioa  on  the  fub- 
ject,  faid,  That  meafures  were  now 
taking  for  a  payment  of  500,000!. 
more  on  this  account,  to  the  bank, 
which  would  reduce  their  advance 
on  this  fcore  to  under  200,000 1. ; 
but  that,  as  matters  were  fituated, 
he  could  not  forefee  a  poflibility  of 
paying  the  remainder,  and  quite 
finifliing  the  account,  till  May  or 
June  next ;  for  that,  as  fome  part  of 
our  cavalry  had  not  been  brought 
home  from  Germany,  there  mufl 
hill  be  fome  monies  drawn  for  their 
charged,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
could  amount  to  above  300,000  b 
more  in  the  whole.  Mr.  Pitt, 
however,  faid,  he  would  digeft  his 
ideas  on  this  fubjedl  more  partieu 
larly,  and  fend  a  letter  with  a  pro- 
pofal  to  the  bank  court  againft  next 
Thurfday . 

Mr.  Pitt  dwelt  much  on  the  ne- 
ceffitv  of  fome  farther  fupport  to 
be  given  to  the  emperor,  to  enable 
him  to  continue  his  efforts  againfl 
the  French,  as  the  muft  probable 
means  of  bringing  the  war  to  an 
end;  but  knowing  the  fentiments 
of  the  directors  of  the  bank  to 
be  againfl  any  fuch  abidance  in 
money,  he  promifed  that  he  would 
not  commit  himfelf  to  any  engage¬ 
ment  for  a  farther  loan  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  without  a  previous  communi¬ 
cation  on  the  fubjedt  with  the 
gentlemen  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Pitt  read  fome  extracts  of 
letters  from  the  Bntifh  refident  and 
others  at  Hamburgh,  which  men¬ 
tioned  that  large  quantities  of  Eng- 
lilli  guineas  were  imported  thither 
by  the  packets  from  Yarmouth ; 
and  one  mentioned  that  the  guineas 
1  were 
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were  melted  down  on  arrival  there. 
Mr.  Pitt  laid,  that  attention  fhould 
be  paid  to  this  circumftance  at 
the  ports  from  which  the  packets 
failed. 

(No.  16.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  l  -2th  of  February, 
1796. 

The  governor  told  Mr.  Pitt,  That 
the  court  had  received  his  letter  of 
the  11th  inftant,  and  would  comply 
with  his  defire  of  continuing  to  pay 
the  treafury  bills  as  ufual  till  May, 
when  he  hoped  it  would  be  totally 
done  away ;  and  that  he  might  look 
to  a  temporary  accommodation  of 
500,000  i.  in  the  interval ;  but  ab- 
foluteiy  required,  that  it  lhould 
never  exceed  that  fum. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  That  as  far  as  lay 
in  his  power,  it  fhould  not  exceed 
it;  but  that  demands  did  arife  oc- 
cafionally  which  he  could  not  lore- 
fee,  but  which  the  public  fervice 
required  to  be  provided  for ;  and  if 
the  money  from  the  loan  did  not 
flow  in  faft  enough,  he  might  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  for  tem¬ 
porary  afiiftance  to  the  bank;  and 
that  it  lay  with  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors  to  judge  whether  they  chole  to 
accommodate  the  public  or  not. 

(No.  17.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  11th  April, 
1796. 

The  governor  and  deputy  governor 
this  day  waited  on  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  at  his  defire  ;  when 
he  informed  them,  that  he  meant 
to  propofe  in  parliament  a  farther 
loan  of  about  fix  millions  and  a 
half,  in  order  to  fund  the  four  mil¬ 
lions  of  exchequer  bills,  which  the 
bank  holds  on  the  fupply  and  vote 
of  credit  of  1795;  two  millions  of 


exchequer  bills  which  have  iffued 
to  the  public,  and  about  half  a  mil¬ 
lion,  the  amount  of  navy  bills  held 
by  the  bank,  due  in  the  months 
when  he  means  to  fund  them,  but 
which  the  governor  had  informed 
Mr.  Pitt  that  the  bank  chofe  to 
have  the  payment  of.  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  houfe  on 

Mondav  next  the  18th  inftant;  and 
*/ 

would  defire  the  governor  and  de¬ 
puty  governor  to  come  on  fome  day 
this  week,  to  a  previous  meeting 
with  the  parties  who  were  to  be 
concerned  in  this  bufinefs. 

(No.  18.) 

The  Governor’s  Report,  and  Refo- 
lution  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
19th  of  May,  1796. 

The  governor  having  informed 
the  court,  That  the  p refen t  advance 
on  treafury  bills  of  exchange  is 
835,000 1.  beyond  which  there  is 
a  notice  now  lying  m  the  houfe,  of 
a  farther  fum  of  about  200,000  1. 
which  will  Ihortly  become  due  ;  and 
that  a  notice  was  brought  on  Mon¬ 
day  laid  from  the  treafury,  contain¬ 
ing  a  lift  of  bills  drawn  on  the  com- 
miffioners  to  the  fum  of  900,000 1. 
more,  of  which  the  principal  part 
would  fall  due  on  the  29th  inftant, 
which  were  directed  foY  payment  at 
the  bank:  the  court  reiolved,  That 
a  representation  in  writing  fhould 
be  made  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  fubjed. 

(No.  19.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  24th  May,  1796. 
in  confequence  of  an  appointment 
from  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  the  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  waited  upon  him  this  day, 
with  a  view  to  lay  before  him  the 

refoiution 
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Tefolutiors  entered  into  by  the  court 
on  the  19th  inftant ;  but  they  found 
him  fo  impreffed  with  the  neeeffity 
of  providing  the  funds  to  pay  off 
the  treafury  bills  for  900,0001.  and 
that  he  had  formed  his  plan  for 
the  liquidation  thereof,  that  they 
thought  it  prudent  to  withhold  the 
refolution  from  him. 

Mr.  Pitt  explained  his  meafure 
in  the  following  letter  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor,  which 
he  wrote  while  they  were  with 
him. 

Downing-Jlreet ,  25 th  May ,  1796. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  for 
the  information  of  your  court,  that 
a  warrant  is  directed  for  the  iffue 
of  900,000 1.  for  the  payment  of 
the  bills  to  become  due  to  that 
amount  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
fen  t  week.  I  mult  at  the  fame 
time  detire  you  to  requeft  of  the 
court,  in  confequence  of  the  pref- 
fure  anting  from  this  unexpected 
payment,  that  they  will  accommo¬ 
date  government  by  advancing  a 
frnn  of  200,000  1.  to  the  account  of 
the  paym after  general,  to  be  repaid 
Out  of  the  caih  to  be  received  on 
the  next  payment  of  the  loan  of 
7,500,000!. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pjtt. 
Governor  and  Deputy  1 
Governor  of  the  Bank,  j 

The  governor  afterwards  men¬ 
tioned  in  converfation  the  defire  of 
the  court  to  have  the  new  arrange¬ 
ments  made,  which  ihould  eafe  the 
bank  from  the  payment  of  the  trea¬ 
fury  bills.  The  promife  to  which 
point  Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged  to  have 
made  ;  but  being  excellively  hur¬ 
ried  with  a  variety  of  bufmefs,  and 


about  to  let  off  to  attend  the  elec¬ 
tion  at  Cambridge,  he  defired  leave 
to  defer  this  objed  until  fume  time 
next  week,  alter  his  return,  when 
he  would  refume  it. 

(No.  20.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  14th  June,  1796. 

The  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt, 
with  a  ftatement  of  the  treafury 
bills  paid  by  the  bank,  which  ad¬ 
vance  now  to  the  fum  of 

£.1,002,555  6  4 

and  of  bills  aid 

ready  advifed,  >  2307093  16  1 

but  not  yet  duej 

£.1,232,649  2  5 

and  requefted  that  fpeedy  meafures 
might  be  taken  to  pay  off  the  fame. 
Mr.  Pitt  told  them,  That  he  had 
made  arrangements  to  pay  off  the 
200,000 1.  which  he  had  borrowed 
(as  by  his  letter  of  the  25th  of  May, 
copied  m  the  private  minute  book 
of  the  court),  and  aifo  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  800,000 1.  out  of  the  mo¬ 
nies  received  on  the  laft  loan,  for 
which  he  would  take  up  exchequer 
bills  to  that  amount  on  the  vote  of 
credit  of  1795;  and  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  thele  payments,  he  hoped 
the  bank  would  have  patience  to 
wait  for  the  difeharge  of  the  ad¬ 
vance  on  the  treafury  bills  above- 
mentioned,  until  the  quarter  ending 
the  5ih  of  July,  of  the  confolidated 
fund,  when  the  furplus  thereof 
ihould  be  applied  to  that  purpofe ; 
which  the  governor  laid  he  ihould 
refer  to  the  court  for  their  opinion. 

(No.  21.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Re- 
6  -  folution 
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fcvlu t ion  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 

2  ift  of  July,  1796. 

Duzvning-Jlreet , 

We  due  fd  ay,  July  20,  1 79^* 
Gentlemen,  * 

As  the  preflure  of  demands  for 
the  public  lervice,  at  the  prelent 
moment,  prevents  the  payment  in 
Cdfh  of  the  fum  advanced  by  the 
bank  on  treafury  bills,  1  ihould 
confider  it  as  a  great  accommoda¬ 
tion,  if  the  court  would  accept  ot 
exchequer  hills  on  the  vote  cl  cre¬ 
dit,  to  the  amount  of  the  fum  now 
due  beyond  live  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  1  would  alfo  beg  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  you  to  propofe  to  the  court, 
in  order  to  guard  agamft  any  far¬ 
ther  excels  on  that  point,  that  any 
farther  fums  to  be  advanced  for 
treafury  bills  Ihould  be  paid  m  ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  on  the  credit  of  the 
confolidated  fund,  at  the  end  of 
each  month.  I  am  alfo  under  the 
indifpenfable  neceffity  of  expreffing 
my  earned;  hope,  that  the  court 
will  be  induced  to  make  a  prefect 
advance  of  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  con- 
folidated  fund,  which  will  enable 
me  to  make  provifion  for  the  pre¬ 
fect  demands,  and  to  pay  immedi¬ 
ately  the  four  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  lately  advanced  by  the 
bank  and  the  navy  bills  now  due. 
I  {hall  alfo  be  obliged  to  requelt  a 
farther  advance  of  the  like  lum  of 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  on 
the  fame  fecurity,  towards  the  end 
of  the  month  of  Auguft.  It  gives 
me  much  concern  to  be  obliged  to 
apply  for  an  accommodation  to  fo 
large  an  extent;  but  I  cannot  too 
ftrongly  reprel'ent,  how  ne cellary  it 
is  for  the  public  fervice;  and  I 
trull,  the  very  large  repayments 
which  are  fecured  to  the  bank  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefect  year,  will 


admit  of  their  making  fhefe  tempo¬ 
rary  advances  at  a  period  when  they 
are  peculiarly  important. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt. 
Governor  and  Deputy 
G  overnor  of  the  Bank. 

P.  S.  In  cafe  the  bank  Ihould 
find  it  neceflary  (which  I  hope  will 
not  be  the  cafe)  to  difpoie  of  any 
of  the  exchequer  bills  on  the  vote 
of  credit,  before  provihon  is  made 
for  their  dilcharge,  and  any  lofs 
ihould  arife  from  their  being  at  a 
difeount  in  the  market,  I  ihould  of 
courfe  propofe,  that  fuch  a  lots 
ihould  be  made  good  by  the  public. 

After  a  debate  on  the  fubject  of 
this  letter,  the  court  came  to  the 
following  refolution  thereon  : 

Refolved,  That  this  court  do 
confent  to  receive  payment  ior  the 
amount  of  advances  on  the  treafury 
bills  which  have  been  and  ihall  be 
paid  before  the  ftrft  of  Auguft,  be¬ 
yond  the  fum  of- 500,000 1.  and 
which  will  be  867,700!.  in  exche¬ 
quer  bills  iffued  on  the  vote  of  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  prefent  year,  under  the 
ftipulation  of  indemnity  from  lofs 
on  the  fale  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  to  waive  their  claim  of  repay¬ 
ment  of  the  500,000  L  till  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  parliament;  when  the  court 
will  exped  that  this  mode  of  pay¬ 
ing  treafury  bills  ihall  be  totally 
done  away. 

Refolved,  That  the  court  do  not 
confent  to  advance  any  more  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  payment  of  inch  bills 
which  fall  due  after  the  hr  it  of 
Auguft. 

Refolved,  That  the  court  do 
confent  to  the  other  part  ot  the 
letter,  to  advance  the  fum  of  eight 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  on  the 
credit  of  exchequer  bills  on  the 
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con foli dated  fund,  on  condition  of 
being  paid  off  the  400,0001.  lately 
advanced  to  government,  and  the 
navy  bills  due  and  coming  due ; 
but  they  do  not  confent  to  advance 
the  fecond  fum  of  eight  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  in  the  month  of 
Auguft. 

The  governor,  deputy  governor, 
with  Mr.  Darell  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Thornton,  were  defired  by  the 
court  to  carry  up  thefe  resolutions 
to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer; 
which  they  did  as  foon  as  the  court 
broke  up.  And  being  admitted, 
they  gave  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  who  having  read  them 
attentively  over,  Said,  “  He  was 
obliged  to  the  court  for  what 
“  they  did  grant,  which  he  Ihould 
44  accept  of;  but  added,  that  it 
u  would  he  of  no  material  ufe,  in 
44  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
44  nation,  uniefs  the  other  requi- 
44  fitions  which  he  had  made  were 
44  complied  with.  That  he  muft 
44  refer  the  affair  again  in  a  more 
44  pointed  manner  to  the  re-con- 
44  fideration  of  the  court,  which  he 
44  would  do  in  a  letter  to  be  fent 
44  to  the  bank  next  Tuefday  rriorn- 
44  ing,  for  the  previous  deliberation 
44  of  the  committee ;  and  that  he 
44  would  be  glad  to  fee  the  gover- 
u  nor  and  deputy  governor  again 
44  before  the  next  court  Should 
44  meet.” 

(No.  <2 2.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Reso¬ 
lution  of  the  Court  of  Diredors, 
28th  July,  1796. 

Dow?wig-Jtreet,Wednefday,  July  27. 

Gentlemen, 

After  attentively  confidering  the 
refolutions  of  your  court,  which 
I  received  from  you  on  Thurfday 


laft,  I  feel  it  an  indifpenfable  duty, 
however  unwilling  I  am  to  urge 
any  requeft  which  appears  to  them 
liable  to  any  difficulty  or  objedion, 
to  reprefent  to  you,  in  the  mo  ft 
earneft  manner,  that  it  will  be  im- 
poffibie  to  avoid  the  moft  ferious 
and  diftreffing  embarraffments  to 
the  public  fervice,  uniefs  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  accommodation  which 
has  been  already  agreed  to  for  the 
prefent  month,  the  court  can  con- 
lent  to  advance  the  fecond  fum  of 
800,000 1.  in  the  month  of  Auguft, 
and  can  alfo  make  provifion  for 
the  payment  of  fucli  farther  trea- 
fury  bills  as  may  fall  due  in  the 
next  month,  or  as  may  be  drawn 
payable  in  September  and  Odober. 
With  refped  to  thofe  for  the  two 
latter  months,  as  none  Inch  have 
yet  been  accepted,  I  Ihould  hope 
an  arrangement  may  be  made  for 
accepting  them,  payable  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  fubfequent  to  Odober,  by 
which  means  the  inconvenience  of 
the  advance  may  poffibly  be  in  a 
great  degree  obviated.  I  muft  re¬ 
quest  you  to  take  the  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  laying  this  application 
before  your  court,  and  to  Rate  to 
them,  that  objeds  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  public  are  in¬ 
volved  in  their  determination  upon 
it.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt. 
Governor  and  Deputy! 

Governor  of  the  Bank,  j 

Refolved,  That  this  court  do 
agree  to  advance,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  public,  the  fum  of  800,000 1. 
towards  the  end  of  the  month  of 
Auguft,  on  the  fecurity  of  exche¬ 
quer  bills  to  be  iffued  under  the 
ad;  of  parliament  on  the  Surplus  of 
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the  confolidated  fund ;  and  that 
fuch  treafury  bills  as  have  been  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  (hall  fall  due  during 
the  month  of  Auguft,  be  likewife 
difcharged  on  a  depofit  of  like  ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  to  be  iflued  on  the 
confolidated  fund  to  an  equal 
amount,  which  bills  have  been 
ftated  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  to  be  about  the  fura  of 
300,000 1. 

That  this  court  do  not  engage  to 
advance  for  any  fum  of  treafury 
bills  which  may  be  drawn,  and 
fhall  fall  due  after  the  month  of 
Auguft. 

That  this  court  do  expert,  that 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
will  give  a  promife,  that  a  new 
mode  of  paying  the  treafury  bills 
fhall  be  adopted  immediately  on 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  as  this 
court  will  not  continue  the  mode 
of  difcharging  them  any  longer. 

Refolved,  That  the  court  hav¬ 
ing  granted  this  accommodation 
with  great  relu&ance,  and  contrary 
to  their  willies,  the  governor  be 
defired  to  prefent  to  Mr.  Pitt,  a 
copy  of  the  following  memorial ; 
and  requeft  of  him,  that,  for  the 
juftification  of  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors,  the  fame  may  be  laid  before 
his  majefty's  cabinet : 

“  The  court  of  directors  of  the 
bank  of  England,,  fully  fenfible  of 
the  alarming  and  dangerous  fitua- 
tion  of  the  public  credit  of  this 
kingdom,  and  deeply  imprefied 
with  the  communication  lately 
made  to  them  by  the  right  honour¬ 
able  William  Pitt,  both  by  letter 
and  in  a  conference  with  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor,  are 
very  willing  and  delirous  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  fup- 
port  the  national  credit,  and  to  en¬ 
able  his  majefty's  minihers  to  carry 


on  the  public. fervice;  but  in  com¬ 
plying  with  the  requeft  made  to 
them  by  the  right  honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  in  his  letter  of  The  27th 
inftant,  they  think  that  they  ftiould 
be  wanting  in  their  duty  to  their 
proprietors,  and  to  the  public,  if 
that  compliance  was  not  accompa¬ 
nied  with  the  following  moft  ferious 
and  folemn  remonftrance  ;  which, 
for  the  j unification  of  their  court, 
they  defire  may  be  laid  before  his 
majefty's  cabinet. 

“  They  beg  leave  to  declare, 
that  nothing  could  induce  them* 
under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
to  comply  with  the  demand  now 
made  upon  them,  but  the  dread 
that  their  refufal  might  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  a  greater  evil,  and  nothing 
but  the  extreme  preffure  and  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  cafe  can  in  any  fhape 
juftify  them  for  acceding  to  this 
meafure  ;  and  they  apprehend,  that 
in  fo  doing  they  render  themfelves 
totally  incapable  of  granting  any 
farther  affiftance  to  government, 
during  the  remainder  of  this  year,, 
and  unable  even  to  make  the  ufuaf 
advances  on  the  land  and  malt  for 
the  en filing  year,  fhould  thofe  bills 
be  pafled  before  Chriftmas. 

“  They  likewife  content  to  this 
meafure,  in  a  firm  reliance  that  the 
repeated  promifes  fo  frequently 
made  to  them,  lhat  the  advances 
on  the  treafury  bills  fhould  be 
completely  done  away,  may  be 
actually  fulfilled  at  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  parliament,  and  the  necef- 
fary  arrangements  taken  to  prevent 
the  fame  from  ever  happening 
again,  as  they  conceive  it  to  be  an 
unconftitutional  mode  of  raifing 
money,  what  they  are  not  war¬ 
ranted  by  their  charter  to  content 
to,  and  an  advance  always  extreme¬ 
ly  inconvenient  to  themfelves." 
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(No.  23.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  gth  Aug.  1796. 
Some  lifts  of  treafury  bills  ac¬ 
cepted,  payable  at  the  bank,  of 
which  about  37,000 1.  fall  due  in 
September  and  October,  being 
brought  down  to  the  bank,  the 
governor  and  deputy  governor  this 
clay  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt,  to  mention 
this  matter  to  him  ;  and  to  remind 
him,  that  the  court  had  refolved 
not  to  pay  any  bills  on  the  treafury 
due  iti  thofe  months,  unlefs  pro- 
vilion  was  made  for  the  fame  by 
the  treafury.  Mr.  Pitt  thanked 
them  for  the  attention,  and  told 
them,  that  it  was  meant  to  prepare 
money  at  the  bank  for  the  difcharge 
of  thofe  bills. 

(No.  24.) 

At  a  Court  of  Directors  at  the 
Bank,  on  Thurfday  the  3d  of 
November,  179b. 

The  following  Letter  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
addrefl'ed  to  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  having  been  read,  viz. 

Downing  Jlreet,  Nov.  3,  i  796. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  requeft  you  to  re- 
prefent  to  your  court,  that  it  will 
contribute  effentially  to  the  public 
fervice,  if  they  think  proper,  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  amount  (as  it  may  be 
wanted)  of  exchequer  bills  ufually 
railed  on  the  land  and  malt ;  and 
that  1  fhall,  in. that  cafe,  be  en¬ 
abled  to  make  provifion  for  the 
payment  of  the  balance  now  due 
on  treafury  bills,  at  fuch  time  and 
in  fuch  proportions  as  may-.be 
agreed  upon  by  them. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Yopr  obedient  humble  fervent, 
(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt, 


Refolved,  That  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  be  accomrpodated  with 
the  fum  of  2,750,000 1.  on  the  land 
and  malt  taxes,  1797,  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  conditions  :  That  the  fum 
of  1,513,345  1.  19  s.  7  d.  already  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  bank  on  treafury 
bills  of  exchange,  be  paid  thereout ; 
and  that  all  the  treafurv  bills  di- 
reeled  to  be  paid  at  the  bank,  which 
fhall  fall  due  in  the  months  of  No¬ 
vember  and  December,  fhall  be 
difeharged  and  fatisfied  by  money 
to  be  fent  down  for  the  purpofe ; 
and  that  from  the  firft  day  of 
January,  1797,  provifion  fhall  be 
made,  on  notice  that  bills  have 
been  accepted  to  the  amount  of 
100,000  I.  that  money  or  exche¬ 
quer  bills  to  that  amount,  fhall  be 
iffued  to  the  bank  three  days  before 
the  whole  fum  becomes  due.  The 
governor  was  defired  to  inform 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
with  the  above  refolution,  and  at 
the  fame  time  mention  to  him, 
that  the  court  intended  to  adhere 
ftriClly  to  thefe  terms,  and  hoped 
he  would  give  directions  that  no  al¬ 
teration  fiiould  take  place  refpe Cl¬ 
ing  them. 

(No.  25.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  ift  of  February, 
1 797* 

The  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  yeflerday  waited  upon  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  to  re- 
prefent  to  him  how  unealy  the  court 
were  at  their  large  advances  for 
government,  and  efpecially  on  the 
treafury  bills  paid,  which  now 
amounted  to  1,554,635!.  and  would 
in  a  few  days  be  augmented  to 
1,819,818  1.  and  required  that  feme 
effective  meafure  fhould  be  imme¬ 
diately  taken  for  the  payment  of 
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the  whole  of  this  fum,  as  had  been 
fo  ferioufly  pcomifed  them  ihould 
be  done  at  the  opening  of  this 
year. 

Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged  his  inten¬ 
tions  and  with  to  have  done  it ; 
but  faid,  that  he  had  been  prevented 
by  the  very  prelling  calls  for  various 
other  fervices.  He  faid,  however, 
he  would  conlider  over  his  payments 
and  refources,  and  would  endeavour 
to  form  fome  plan  for  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  the  treafury  bills  againffc 
the  next  day,  when  the  governor 
and  deputy  governor  were  to  wait 
upon  him  again  about  the  buhneis 
of  the  national  ftock.  Accordingly, 
this  day  Mr.  Pitt  refumed  the  lub- 
jeCt,  and  faid,  that  he  was  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fell  exchequer  bills ;  out 
of  which  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  pay 
about  300,000!.  at  prefent  ;  which 
the  governor  wilhed  him  to  do, 
that  the  bank  might  be  provided 
for  the  bills  now  falling  due.  Mr. 
Pitt  faid,  as  to  future  payment,  he 
believed  he  could  propofe  to  pay 
every  week  about  150,0001.  or  in 
that  proportion,  until  the  whole  fum 
now  due  was  paid  off.  Mr.  Pitt, 
however,  hinted  in  converfation,  that 
another  large  fum  of  bills  had  ap¬ 
peared  from  St.  Domingo.  The  go¬ 
vernor  begged  he  would  give  us  an 
idea  to  what  amount  they  were. 
He  faid  about  700,000!. ;  on  which 
the  governor  expreffed  great  appre¬ 
hension  about  fuch  an  accefs  to  the 
prefent  advance;  and  begged  of 
Mr.  Pitt  to  put  off  the  acceptance 
of  thefe  frefh  bills,  or,  at  lead,  to 
protrait  the  acceptance  of  them  to  a 
term  of  two  months  beyond  their 
tenor ;  which,  he  faid,  he  would 
confider  about,  and  take  his  refo- 
lution. 

The  governor  then  defi red  Mr. 
Pitt  to  write  a  letter  officially  to 


him,  and  he  would  lay  it  before  the 
court,  and  take  their  reibhitions 
upon  it.  Mr.  Pitt  then  hinted,  that 
he  thould  want  fome  money  to  fend 
to  Ireland,  that  he  had  been  applied 
to  fora  large  fum,  but  that  ‘200,000!. 
in  i'pecie  would  be  neceffary.  The 
governor  and  deputy  governor  told 
him,  that  any  farther  drain  of  caffa. 
from  the  bank  would,  in  thefe  times, 
be  very  dangerous,  as  they  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  the  cafh  had  been  very 
materially  leffened  of  late,  and  they 
therefore  begged  of  him  to  try  it 
ioo,oool.  would  not  be  fufficient, 

(No.  26.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  3d  of  February, 

1797* 

The  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  mention  to  him  that  his  letter, 
which  contained  the  engagement  to 
liquidate  the  prefent  advance  on 
treafury  bills,  was  yefterday  laid 
before  the  court;  who,  after  a  long 
debate  on  the  fuhject,  had  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  plan  as  propofed  by  him; 
but  that,  by  the  direction  of  the 
court,  they  recommended  a  pun&ual 
performance  of  the  payments  pr<?- 
mifed  ;  which  Mr.  Pitt  faid  fliould 
certainly  be  ©bferved  ;  and  that  he 
had  hopes  of  being  able  to  pay 
it  off,  even  quicker  that  he  had 
propofed. 

(No.  27.) 

Refolution  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
and  Deputation's  Interview  with 
the  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer, 
10th  February,  1797. 

The  committee  met  this  day,  and 
taking  into  their  mod  ferious  con- 
fideration  the  certainty,  which  now 
threatens  us,  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  be 
obliged  to  bring  forward  here  a 

loan. 
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loan  for  Ireland,  to  the  amount  of 
1,500,0001.,  and  the  evils  which 
will  probably  follow  on  fuch  a 
meafure  to  this  houfe,  by  the  fend¬ 
ing  over  to  that  country  a  great 
part  of  the  funi  in  fpecie  ;  they  re- 
folved  to  aft  of  Mr.  Pitt,  a  con- 
ftderable  reduction  of  the  bank's 
prefen t  advances  to  government, 
to  be  railed,  as  he  hinted,  by  a 
new  loan ;  and  they  made  out  a 
iiatement  for  that  purpofe,  to  be 
prefen  ted  to  him,  which  was  as 
follows : 

Arrears  of  advance  on  land  and  malt, 
1794  -  -  -  -  £.  337,000 

Ditto  ditto  1795  -  491,000 

Ditto  ditto  1796  -  2,392,000 

Exchequer  bids  on  vote  of  credit  968,800 
Ditto  on  ronfolidated  iund  1796  1,323,000 
Treafury  bills  paid  -  -  1,674,645 

£.  7,186,445 

Befides  arrearsof  intereft  due,  &c.  400,000 


They  delired  that  a  deputation  of 
the  governor,  deputy  governor,  Mr. 
Bofanquet,  and  Mr.  S.  Thornton, 
would  go  up  to  Mr.  Pitt;  and  re- 
queft,  that  if  the  Irifh  loan  muft 
take  place,  he  would  undertake 
hr  ft  to  arrange  the  repayment  of 
the  above  fum  to  the  bank,  as  the 
only  means  which  the  committee 
can  propofe  for  the  defence  of  the 
bank,againft  the  mifchiefs  they  dread 
from  the  Irifh  loan. 

And  the  committee  alfo  defired, 
that,  if  neceffary,  a  fpecial  court 
of  diredtors  might  be  fummoned  to 
meet,  on  this  bufinefs,  on  Monday 
next,  at  twelve  o’clock,  that  the 
bufinefs  may  be  brought  before  the 
court. 

In  confequence  of  the  above  refo- 
lution,  the  governor  and  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  deputed,  went  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
hie  wed  him  the  ftatement  of  the 
bank's  demands  on  government, 


which  they  wifhed  to  have  paid  off, 
or  lo  arranged  before  the  Settlement 
of  the  Irifh  loan.  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the 
article  of  the  treafury  bills,  faid, 
that  he  had  already  laid  his  plan  for 
the  difcharge  of  that  article,  which 
he  meant  to  adhere  to,  and  that 
therefore  this  article  might  be  left 
out  of  the  prefent  agreement ;  and 
that  he  would  lay  his  plan  for  the 
liquidation  of  the  reft,  by  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  late  voluntary  loan,  or 
by  fome  other  meafure,  as  might  be 
molt  forcible.  The  deputation  pref- 
fed  on  him  the  neceffity  of  attending, 
in  his  plans,  to  the  point  of  making 
the  payments  to  the  bank  precede 
thofe  which  might  be  fixed  for  the 
Irifh  loan.  They  alfo  informed 
him  of  their  intention  to  call  a  fpe¬ 
cial  court  of  diredors,  to  impart 
their  bufinefs  to  them,  which  might 
be  held  on  Monday  or  Tuefday  next, 
as  might  heft  fuit  Mr.  Pitt.  Pie 
begged  it  might  be  called  on  Mon¬ 
day,  as  he  faid  that  Mr.  Pelham, 
the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  Ireland, 
had  been  here  fome  days  on  this 
bufinefs,  and  that  it  was  of  the  ut- 
moft  confequence  that  the  matter 
fhould  be  fixed,  and  advice  lent  over 
to  that  country  of  it  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.  On  which  the  governor  told 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  a  court  of  diredors 
fhould  be  lummoned  for  Monday  ; 
and  requefted,  that  he  would  furnifh 
him  with  a  letter,  explanatory  of 
the  bufinefs  to  be  laid  before  the 
court  ;  which  Mr.  Pitt  promifed 
fhould  be  fent  to  the  bank  either  to¬ 
morrow,  or  on  Sunday. 

(No.  28.) 

Letter  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  Opinions  of  the 
Court  of  Diredors. 

Dewning-Jlreet ,  Feb.  15, 1797* 
Gentlemen, 

Since  our  laft  converfation,  1  have 

turned 
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turned  my  attention  to  an  idea, 
which  has  been  fuggefted  to  me,  of 
raifnig  the  money  wanted  for  Ire¬ 
land,  as  part  of  one  loan,  together 
with  that  which  may  be  requhite 
here,  and  of  leaving  the  time  and 
mode  of  remittance  to  be  fettled 
between  the  Englilh  and  Irifh  go¬ 
vernments,  according  to  circum- 
ftanccs.  Such  a  meafure  might  pof- 
fibly  prevent  fome  inconvenience, 
which  would  arife  from  there  being 
otherwife  two  loans  in  the  market 
at  the  fame  time,  and  might  aifo 
give  better  means  of  regulating  the 
remittance  in  the  manner  leaft  in¬ 
convenient.  It  would  at  the  lame 
time  hardly  fail  to  be  acceptable  to 
Ireland,  as  it  would  probably  pro¬ 
cure  money  for  them  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  than  they  could  other- 
wife  borrow  it.  I  have  to  requelt 
the.  favour  of  you  to  learn  the  fen- 
timents  of  your  court  on  this  point, 
and  to  communicate  to  me  the 
reful  t. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

&c.  &c.  dec. 

(Signed)  William  Pitt. 

Governor  and  Deputy! 

Governor  of  the  Bank./ 

After  a  debate  on  the  fubjetft  of 
this  letter,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  that  it  might  be  better  for 
the  minifter  of  this  country  to  have 
the  c©ntroul  over  the  remittance  of 
the  fum  intended  for  Ireland,  than, 
by  an  open  loan  for  Ireland,  to  leave 
in  the  power  of  that  government  to 
draw  the  money  away,  without  any 
confide  ration  of  the  cafe  of  the  bank. 
And  the  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor,  and  Mr,  S.  Thornton,  were 
defired  to  wait  on  Mr.  Pitt  with  the 
following  ohfervation  on  his  letter, 
as  dictated  by  the  court  : 

“It  is  the  opinion  of  this  court, 
that  the  plan  of  adding  to  the  in- 

Voh,  xxxix. 


tended  Englilh  loan,  the  fum  that 
has  been  propofed  to  be  railed  here 
for  the  government  of  Ireland,  and 
of  making  the  remittances  at  fuch 
periods,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  may 
be  leaft  inconvenient,  is  preferable 
to  the  railing  an  Irilh  loan  in  Eng¬ 
land  by  itfelf,  and  fixing  the  pay¬ 
ments  and  remittances  in  a  manner, 
which  cannot  be  varied  according  to 
circumftances. 

“  But  the  court  muft  repeat  their 
apprehenfions,  that  any  meafure 
which  tends  to  carry  money  out  of 
the  country,  is  replete  with  alarm¬ 
ing  confequences  to  the  bank  of 
England/' 

The  paper  containing  the  above, 
was  accordingly  carried  up  to  Mr, 
Pitt,  who  read  it  with  attention,  and 
then  returned  it. 

(No.  29.) 

Refolution  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
23d  February,  1797. 

“  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  court,  that  the  treafury  bills 
of  exchange  lhall  be  paid,  which 
will  become  due  in  the  courfe  of 
next  week,  to  the  amount  of  about 
3  50,000b  ;  but  that  no  other  trea¬ 
fury  bills  of  exchange  lhall  be  paid 
by  this  houfe,  until  money  be 
ifi'ued  to  the  bank  to  pay  the  fame/' 

The  governor  and  deputy  gover¬ 
nor  were  defired  to  go  and  wait  upon 
Mr.  Pitt  with  the  above  refolution, 
as  foon  as  the  court  broke  up. 

(No.  30.) 

Addition  to  (No.  2 6.) 

The  governor  mentioned  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  the  great  di lire. fs  and  incon¬ 
venience  which  the  bank,  the 
bankers,  and  the  public,  fuffered  for 
want  of  a  frelh  coinage  of  lilver, 
and  requeued  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  to  take  fome  early 
*  O  meafure^ 
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rneafures  for  a  redrefs  thereof,  by  a 
new  coinage,  at  leaf  of  fome  part  of 
what  would  be  wanted.  - 

(No.  31.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer,  8th  of  February, 

1 7 9  7  - 

The  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  upon  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  by  his 
appointment;  when  he  mentioned 
to  them,  that  he  was  exceedingly 
preffed  by  the  government  of  Ire¬ 
land,  to  allow  them  to  raife  a  loan 
in  this  country ;  and  he  thought 
that  about  l  ,500,000!.  would  be 
the  fum.  He  knew  it  would  be  a 
cifficult  and  unpleafant  meafure  to 
lie  carried  through,  but  thought  it 
tight  to  fpeak  to  the  governor  of  the 
Tank  about  it.  The  governor  im¬ 
mediately  told  Mr.  Pitt,  that  fuch 
a  fcheme  mult  have  the  worft  effect 
pofiible ;  that  it  would  caufe  the 
Turn  of  the  bank  ;  for  that  fuch  a 
loan  railed  here  would  all  be  fent 
over  in  money  to  Ireland,  and  would 
drain  much  of  our  fpecie  from  us. 
Mr.  Pitt  defired  that  the  matter 
might  at  prefent  be  only  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  committee  of  trea- 
fury,  but  not  to  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors  :  which  the  governor  promiled 
to  do,  and  to  wait  upon  him  again 
to-morrow,  with  Mr.  Puget,  us 
Mr.  Pitt  wifhed  to  fpeak  with  him 
sdfo  on  the  fubjetd. 

(No.  30.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  9th  of  February, 
1797. 

The  governor  this  day  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  committee,  the  cir- 
eumfianee  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pitt 
yefierday,  about  a  farther  loan  for 
Ireland,  which  firuek  them  all  as 


likely  to  produce  the  moil  difaf- 
trous  confequences  to  the  houfe. 
And  the  committee  joined  in  opinion 
fully,  that  the  governor  in  his  inter¬ 
view  with  Mr.  Pitt  to-day,  fhould 
tell  him,  that  under  the  prefent 
Hate  of  the  bank’s  advances  to  go¬ 
vernment  here,  fuch  a  meafure 
would  threaten  ruin  to  the  houfe, 
and  molt  probably  bring  us  under 
the  neceffity  to  (hut  up  our  doors. 

After  the  court  this  day,  the  go¬ 
vernor,  with  Mr.  S.  Thornton  (as 
the  deputy  could  not  attend)  and 
Mr.  Puget,  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt; 
who  told  them,  that  notwithstanding 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  which 
they  forefaw  by  his  carrying  into 
execution  a  farther  loan  for  Ireland, 
he  found  it  to  be  a  meafure  of  go¬ 
vernment  abfolutely  neceffary  ;  but 
that  he  would  do  every  thing  he 
could  to  obviate  the  difficulties,  by 
making  the  bank  more  eafy  in  other 
points;  and  he  propofed  to  raife,  by 
an  addition  to  the  prefent  voluntary 
loan,  or  by  other  means,  with  the 
content  of  the  fubfcribers  to  that 
loan,  whatever  fum  the  bank  might 
defire  to  be  paid  off  from  its  ad¬ 
vances  to  government.  He  pro¬ 
pofed  this,  from  an  opinion  that  it 
was  poffibly  in  the  power  of  the 
bank  to  render  itfelf  fafe  by  the  di¬ 
minution  of  its-  outftanding  notes  ; 
and  he  added,  that  he  wiffied  this 
reduction  of  their  notes  to  be  effected 
by  a  diminution  of  their  advances 
to  government,  rather  than  by  lef- 
fenins  their  commercial  difcounts. 

On  the  governor’s  fating,  that  in 

O  cs 7 

the  event  of  the  meafure  of  an  Irifh 
loan  being  effected  here,  the  bank 
would  probably  think  it  neceffary 
to  refrain  their  advances,  both  to 
government  and  to  the  public,  by 
way  of  difeount: — Mr.  Pitt  anfwer- 
ed,  he  had  rather  pay  back  five 

7  millions 
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Vnillions  to  the  bank,  than  that  they 
fliould  reftrain  their  difcounts  three 
millions  ;  or  to  that  effeft.  Mr.  Pitt 
expreffed  an  opinion,  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  money  that  had  been 
taken  from  this  country  laft  year 
was  returned ;  and  perhaps,  kept 
back  in  London,  or  in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  from  whence  he 
hoped  to  draw  the  refources  he 
wants  by  a  loan  under  the  propofed 
circumftances.  Some  difcuffion 
took  place  with  Mr.  Puget,  whether 
a  part  at  leaft  of  the  Irifh  loan 
might  not  be  negociatod  in  Ireland  ; 
and  reafon  was  given  to  think  that 
a  trial  for  this  would  be  made.  Mr. 
Puget  fuggefted,  that  a  pecuniary 
affiftance  given  by  this  government 
to  the  irifh  government  might  be  pre¬ 
ferable  to  a  loan,  as  the  money  might 
be  demanded  back  when  there  was 
preffing  oceafion  for  it :  but  Mr. 
Pitt  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
neeefiity  to  call  it  back  fhould 
arife,  Ireland  would  not  be  able  to 
pay  it;  whereas  he  hoped  the  fpecie 
would  find  its  way  back,  by  the 
regular  courfe  of  trade,  as  foon  as 
the  internal  ftate  of  that  country 
would  permit. 

Mr.  Pitt  propofed  that  the  repay¬ 
ment  to  the  bank  fhould  be  made 
proportionate  to  the  inftalments  on 
the  Irifh  loan,  or  to  exceed  them 
coufiderably, if  deiired  ;  alfo,  that  no 
difcount  for  prompt  payment  fliould 
be  made  on  the  irifh  loan. 

On  their  return  from  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  governor  ordered  a  committee 
to  be  fummoned  to  meet  to-morrow, 
on  very  fpecial  affairs,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

(No.  33.) 

Letter  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  Refolution  of  the 


Court  of  Directors,  13th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1797. 

At  a  court  of  dire61ors  held  this 
day  on  fpecial  affairs,  the  governor 
laid  before  the  court  the  matter 
which  had  been  propofed  to  the 
committee  of  the  treafury,  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  which  had  been  the  fub- 
ject  of  the  fevcral  minutes  of  the 
committee  on  the  8th,  9th,  and 
10th  inftant,  in  their  private  book  : 
and  the  governor  then  read  to  the 
court  the  following  letter,  which  he 
had  received  from  the  chancellor  ot 
the  exchequer,  viz. 

Dotvnmg-Jireet,  Feb.  10,  1797* 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  requeft  you  to  acquaint 
your  court,  that  from  the  repre- 
fentations  received  from  Ireland,  it 
appears  indifpenfahle,  for  the  public 
fervice,  that  a  loan  fliould  be  raifed 
here,  for  the  ufe  of  that  government, 
to  the  amount  of  1,500,0001.  on 
which  I  underhand  a  confiderable 
de.pofit  will  be  requifite  about  the 
end  of  March.  I  am  fully  fenfible, 
that  in  the  prefent  fituation,  Inch  a 
loan  might  produce  great  temporary 
inconvenience  here  ;  and  unlefs  fome 
meafures  were  adopted  to  guard 
againft  its  pofhble  effedts,  might 
make  it  appear  neceffary  for  the 
bank,  from  prudence  and  precaution, 
to  reftrain  the  accommodation  which 
they  now  give  to  the  commerce  of 
the  country,  within  much  narrower 
limits  than  is  deftrable.  In  order 
to  avoid  this  great  inconvenience, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  be  enabled 
to  provide  for  the  urgent  demands 
from  Ireland,  which  are  connected 
with  the  great-eft  interefts  andfafety, 
to  prevent  farther  embarraffitients 
in  the  vigorous  exertions  which  the 
prefent  cribs  may  require  ;  it  may, 
I  think,  be  expedient  to  propofe  to 
*  O  '2  parliament 
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parliament  to  raife  money  fufficient 
for  paying  off  fix  (or  if  it  fhould  be 
thought  neceffary)  feven  millions  (in¬ 
cluding  the  treafury  bills)  of  the  fum 
now  outftanding  due  from  the  public 
to  the  bank.  So  great  a  reduction 
of  their  advances  muff,  I  trull, 
render  them  much  more  at  eafe,  as 
to  the  effect  of  other  operations.  I 
with  alfo  to  have  it  underffood,  that 
I  fhould  propofe  the  repayments  to 
be  received  by  the  bank,  to  take 
place  by  inftalments,  at  leaf!  as  early, 
and  to  as  great  an  amount,  as  any 
remittance  that  could  be  made  to 
Ireland,  under  the  inftalments  to  be 
fixed  for  that  loan.  I  Hi  all  be  ex¬ 
tremely  glad  to  know  the  fentiments 
of  the  court  on  that  fubjed,  and  to 
confer  with  you,  and  any  other 
gentlemen  of  the  court,  on  any  point 
which  may  require  explanation,  and 
on  the  belt  means  of  carrying  the 
meafure  into  execution,  if  it  meets 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  court. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See.  &e. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt. 

Governor  and  Deputy! 

Governor  of  the  Bank./ 

The  court  received  this  commu¬ 
nication  with  great  uneafinefs,  from 
an  apprehenfion  of  the  bad  confe- 
quences  which  would,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  ^arife  to  the  bank  from  the 
remittance  of  fuch  a  fum  to  Ireland, 
and  tfce  great  drain  of  caih  which  it 
wouil  occalion;  and  after  a  very 
ferious  debate  upon  the  l'ubjed, 
they  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
lion,  viz. 

“  Refolved,  That  the  court  is  of 
an  opinion,  that  the  repayment  of 
feven  millions  of  the  money  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  bank  to  government, 
will  be  of  very  effential  fervice  to 
this  houfe  ;  but  the  court  is  never- 
lit  el  ofs  extremely  apprehenfive,  that 


the  negotiating  the  propofed  loan 
for  Ireland  in  this  country,  will 
neceflarilv  endanger  the  fafetv  of 
the  bank  of  England,  by  the  large 
drains  of  cafh  which  it  mull  occalion 
for  the  remittance  of  that  fum  to 
Ireland. 

The  governor  and  deputy  gover¬ 
nor,  with  Mr.  Darell  and  Mr.  Bo- 
fanquet,  were  deputed  by  the  court 
to  wait  upon  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  with  this  refolution  ;  and 
they  took  with  them  a  copy  of  it  in 
a  paper  fealed  up,  that  in  cafe  Mr. 
Pitt  fhould  require  it  to  be  left  with 
him,  to  fhew  it  to  the  cabinet,  it, 
might  be  in  a  fituation  guarded  from 
the  eyes  of  the  people  in  office. 
The  deputation  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt 
when  the  court  broke  up,  and  wait¬ 
ed  till  he  came  home;  when,  being 
admitted,  the  governor  told  him, 
that  a  fpecial  court  had  been  held 
on  the  fubjeft,  and  that  he  and  the 
other  gentlemen  were  deputed  to 
bring  him  the  refolution  of  the  court 
upon  it;  which  Mr.  Pitt  read  at¬ 
tentively  ;  and  defiring  to  have  a 
copy  left  with  him,  the  (me  fealed 
up  was  given  to  him,  which  he  was 
defired  by  the  governor  to  return  to 
him  when  he  had  communicated  it 
to  the  cabinet:.  In  the  converfation 
which  took  place  afterwards,  the 
governor  afked,  if  it  was  not  poffible 
that  a  part  of  the  1,500,000!.  could 
be  railed  in  Ireland  for  its  own  ufe  ? 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  the  fum  men¬ 
tioned  was  all  expe&ed  from  this 
country — that  a  farther  fum  was 
wanted  in  tl  e  whole  ;  blit  that  the 
Irifh  government  hoped  to  raife  the 
remainder  in  that  country.  On 
the  fubject  of  the  loan  to  be  raifed 
here  to  pay  off  the  above  fum  to  the 
bank,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  meant  to 
make  it  equal,  not,  only  to  that 

purpofe, 
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purpofe,  but  to  fet  him  at  bis  cafe 
for  other  parts  of  the  public  fervice, 
which  he  had  not  been  able  to  cal¬ 
culate  with  fufficient  exa&itude  on 
bringing  out  the  laft  loan.  That  he 

O  O  ^  ^  # 

meant  to  raife  this  additional  lum 
in  the  fame  funds,  and,  if  poffible, 
by  the  fame  fubfcribers,  to  whom 
propofals  would  be  made,  with  an 
allowance  for  their  lofs  on  the  lor- 
mer  engagement :  and  that  il  he 
was  difappomted  in  this  expecta¬ 
tion,  he  mult  take  other  measures, 
as  ufual. 

After  this,  the  governor  alked  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  if  it  could  not  be  made 
compatible  with  the  forms  of  office, 
that  when  the  payments  fhould 
come  to  he  made  on  this  propofed 
loan,  the  money  might  be  retained 
at  once  by  the  bank,  as  far  as  was 
intended  for  the  liquidation  of  their 
advances,  without  being  fent  up 
to  the  exchequer,  as  was  hitherto 
practifed,  which  mode  had  often 
^aufed  a  delay  of  many  days  ;  and 
once  laft  year  a  total  difappointment 
of  the  fum?  Mr.  Pittfaid,  that  he 
faw  no  reafon  why  this  routine  of 
office  fhould  not  be  altered;  that 
he  would  think  of  it,  and  order 
an  0 th e r  ar ran ge men t . 

S4-)  * 

Refolution  of  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  and  Deputation’s  Interview 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  2  id  Feb.  1 797- 
The  committee  obferving,  with 
great  uneafinefs,  the  large  and  con- 
dan  t  decreafe  in  the  caffi,  held  a 
particular  confultation  on  that  fub- 
ject  this  day;  and  on  examination 
into  the  date  of  the  caffi  fmce  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  they  found 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  month  of 
January  there  had  been  a  decreafe 
of  £,  and  fmce  the 


beginning  of  this  month  a  farther 
lolf  of  £.  and  that  the 

caffi  w7as  now  reduced  to  between, 
and  about  £. 

value,  in  bullion  and  foreign  coin, 
and' about  the  value  of  £. 
in  filver  bullion.  Perceiving  alfo, 
by  the  condant  calls  ot  the  bankers 
from  all  parts  of  the  town  for  cafli, 
that  there  mud  be  fome  extraordi¬ 
nary  reafons  tor  this  drain,  an  ling 
probably  from  the  alarms  of  aa 
expelled  invafion ;  the  committee, 
after  maturely  confidering  the  mat¬ 
ter,  refolved  to  fend  a  notice  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  ot 
the  fituationof  matters  at  the  bank; 
and  to  explain  exadtly  to  him  how 
the  caffi  is  circumdanced,  that  he 
may,  if  poffible  and  proper,  llrike 
out  fome  means  oi  alleviating  the 
public  alarms,  and  flopping  this  ap¬ 
parent  difpofition  in  people’s  minds, 
for  having  a  large  depofit  of  cafli  in 
their  houfes.  The  governor,  deputy 
governor,  with  Mr.  Darell  and  Mr. 
Bofanquet,  were  deputed  to  wait 
upon  Mr.  Pitt;  who  went  to  him; 
and  after  defcribing  to  him  the 
anxiety  of  mind  which  all  the  di- 
re  (dors  were  under  on  this  fubjeCt, 
they  explained  to  Mr.  Put  the  exa& 
particulars  above'-mentioned.  Mr. 
Pitt  feemed  aware  that  this  unufual 
drain  of  caffi  from  the  bank  mud 
arife  from  the  alarm  ot  an  invafion, 
which  he  obferved  was  now  become 
much  more  general  than  he  could 
think  necefiary.  He  laid,  that  by 
all  his  informations,  he  could  not 
learn  of  any  hodile  preparations  oi 
confequence  making  in  France  to 
invade  this  country,  except  the  fleet 
which  was  re  fit  .ting  at  Bred,  after 
being  driven  off  from  the  coaft  ot 
Ireland  ;  but  that  he  could  not  an- 
fwer,  that  no  partial  attack  on  this 
country  would  be  made  by  fuch  a 
•  O  3  " 
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mad  and  defperate  enemy  as  we  had 
to  deal  with.  The  deputation  prefled 
Mr.  Pitt  to  declare  fomethmg  of 
this  kind  in  parliament,  in  order  to 
cafe  the  public  mind. 

The  deputation  then  mentioned 
to  him  the  necefiity  of  bringing  for¬ 
ward  the  new  loan,  out  of  which 
the  repayment  of  the  feven  mil¬ 
lions  to  the  bank  was  to  be  made, 
as  in  the  prefent  emergency  it  was 
of  the  utmoft  confequetice  that  our 
advances  fhould  be  contra&ed  as 
foon  as  poffible.  He  laid,  he  was 
occupied  on  that  point,  and  hoped, 
in  a  couple  of  days,  to  have  his 
plan  fo  arranged  as  to  he  able  to 
call  the  gentlemen  together,  with 
whom  it  might  he  neceffary  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  for  a  new  loan.  Mr.  Pitt 
alfo  mentioned,  that  he  hoped  the 
committee  would,  in  the  prefent  fitu- 
ation  of  matters,  think  it  neceffary 
to  endeavour  at  obtaining  a  fupply 
of  gold  from  foreign  countries, 
which  the  governor  told  him  they 
were  confidering  about,  and  fliould 
do  what  they  could  therein. 

(No.  35.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  22d  Feb.  1797. 

Meflrs.  Goldfmid  and  El  1  i fo n  at¬ 
tended  the  committee  this  day,  and 
were  directed  to  give  farther  orders 
to  Hamburgh  for  the  purchafe  of 
gold  ;  and  were  told  that  an  appli¬ 
cation  would  immediately  be  made 
to  the  minifter,  to  order  a  frigate  or 
armed  Hoop  to  go  10  Hamburgh  to 
take  in  fuch  void  as  might  be 
bought,  and  alfo  to  defire  that  the 
reftri&ion  on  the  captains  of  the 
packets,  not  to  take  any  gold  on 
board  at  Hamburgh  for  this  coun¬ 
try,  might  be  taken  off.  The  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor  waited 
on  Mr.  Pitt  011  this  fubjed,  who 


promifed  to  apply  to  the  admiralty 
for  diredions  about  feuding  out  a 
frigate  or  armed  Hoop  ;  and  that  he 
would  apply  to  the  poftmafter  ge¬ 
neral  to  give  the  orders  to  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  packets. 

The  governor  preffed  Mr.  Pitt 
again  on  the  fubjed  of  the  treafury 
bills,  and  told  him,  that  he  feared 
the  court  would  not  agree  to  pay 
the  treafury  bilis  which  fall  due 
next  week. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  would  fend 
50,000  1.  to  the  bank  in  part  pro- 
vifion  thereof,  but  that  he  did  not 
think  he  could  raife  the  money  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  bills  due. 

'  {No.  36.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer,  24th  February, 

*797- 

At  a  committee  of  the  whole 
court,  held  this  day,  it  appeared 
that  the  lofs  of  cafh  yefferday  was 
above  £.  and  that  about 

£.  were  already  drawn 

out  this  day,  which  gave  fuch  an 
alarm  for  the  fafety  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  deputy  governor  and  Mr. 
Bofanquet  were  defired  to  wait  on 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  mention  to  him  thefe 
circum flances,  and  to  alk  him  how 
far  he  thought  the  bank  might  ven¬ 
ture  to  Mo  on  paying  calh,  and 
when  he  would  think  it  neceffary 
to  interfere,  before  our  cafh  was  fo 
reducedms  might  be  detrimental  to 
the  immediate  fervice  of  the  ftate. 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  this  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  that  he  muff 
be  prepared  with  fome  refolution 
to  bring  forward  in  the  council,  for 
a  proclamation  to  flop  the  lffue  of 
cafh  from  the  hank,  and  to  give 
the  fecurity  of  parliament  to  the 
notes  of  the  bank.  In  confequence 
of  which,  he  ffiould  think  it  might 
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fos  proper  to  appoint  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  haute  of  commons,  to 
look  into  the  ftate  of  the  bank  af¬ 
fairs  ;  which  they  allured  him  the 
bank  were  well  prepared  tor,i  and 
would  produce  to  iuch  a  com¬ 
mittee.  Mr.  Pitt  alio  observed,  that 
he  Ihould  have  no  objection  to  pro- 
pofe  to  parliament,  in  cafe  of  a 
proclamation,  to  give  parliamentary 
fecurity  for  bank  notes.  J  he  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor  this 
day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt,  to  mention 
to  him,  that  it  would,  in  the  pre¬ 
fect  circumffances,  be  highly  requi- 
lite  that  fome  general  meeting  of 
the  bankers  and  chief  merchants  oi 
London  Ihould  be  held,  in  order  to 
bring  on  fome  refolution  for  the 
fupport  of  the  public  credit  in  this 
alarming  crifis  ;  and  they  took  the 
liberty  to  recommend  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  have  a  private  meeting  of  feme 
of  the  chief  bankers  at  his  houle 
to-morrow,  at  three  o  clock,  in 
which  the  plan  for  a  more  general 
meeting  on  d  uefday  or  Wedtrefday 
next  might  be  laid ;  in  the  propriety 
of  which  Mr.  Pitt  agreed,  and  faid 
he  would  fummon  a  previous  meet¬ 
ing  for  to-morrow  accordingly.  rI  his 
was  communicated  by  the  governor 
to  the  committee. 

ANSWER  to  (No.  1.) 

On  the  communication  of  the  re- 
folution  (No.  1.)  on  the  17th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1795?  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  exprefied  his  thanks  for 
the  communication ;  and  faid,  he 
fliould  arrange  his  meafures  in  con¬ 
formity  ;  but  that  though  he  was 
going  to  reduce  immediately  the 
i'um  of  the  treafury  bills,  it  might 
not  be  in  his  power  to  bring  them 
down  to  the  fum  flipulated,  till  after 
the  hr  ft  payment  of  the  loam 


ANSWER  to  (No.  2.) 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
having  read  the  paper,  teemed  fully 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the 
reprefentation;  and  declared,  that 
it  Ihould  have  been  attended  to  on 
his  part  before,  but  tout  in  the 
multiplicity  of  public  affairs  it  had 
been  forgotten,  lie,  however,  fai-i, 
that  it  ihould  be  complied  with  out 
of  hand,  and  that  he  would  order 
1,200,000  1.  to  be  paid  to  the  bankj 
on  that  account,  immediately. 

ANSWER  to  (No.  4.) 

On  prefenting  this  paper,  Mr.Pitt 
faid,  it  was  not  his  fault  that  the 
account  had  not  been  diminifbed, 
for  he  had  ordered,  fome  time  fince, 
two  warrants  to  be  made  out, 
amounting  to  above  600,000 1.  winch 
were  now  completing,  and  would 
foon  come  down  to  us ;  (hewing,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  preparatory 
parts  thereof.  The  governor  then 
replied,  that  600,000 1.  would  not 
nearly  reduce,  the  amount  to  the 
agreed  fum ;  that  our  calls  had 
latety  been  fo  great,  with  large 
drains  of  ca(h  and  bullion,  as  made 
us  earneftly  wills  to  leflen  our  credits, 
as  much  as  poffib'le;  and  then  he 
wilhed  Mr.  Pitt  would,  without  par¬ 
ticular  inconvenience  to  himfelf, 
name  a  day  from  whence  the  re  lo¬ 
in  lion  of  the  court  Ihould  take 
place.  The  deputy-governor  allied, 
if  Mr.  Pitt  could  do  this  next  Mon¬ 
day  (when  the  chairs  were  to  meet, 
him  on  the  national-ftock  bufinefs)? 
He  replied,  he  could  not,  he  believ¬ 
ed,  be  ready  to  do  it  by  that  time ; 
but  he  might  probably  then  inform 
ns  farther  about  it ;  and  added  his. 
hope,  that  the  bank  did  not,  for 
this  year,  mean  to  reflridt  him  from 
the  credit  of  500,000!.  on  treafury 
bills. 

*  0  4 
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ANSWER  to  (No.  5.) 

Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged,  That  he 
had  not,  in  his  note  of  Wednefday 
la  ft,  entered  into  any  particulars 
about  the  payment  of  the  treafury 
bills ;  hut  that  if  the  bank  af- 
fjfted  him  with  the  two  millions 
and  an  half  in  queftion,  on  exche¬ 
quer  bills,  payable  out  of  the  grow¬ 
ing  produce  of  the  confolidated 
fund,  in  the  quarters  for  Octo¬ 
ber  next  and  the  April  following, 
he  did  mean  to  pay  part  of  the 
bank's  advance  on  the  treafury  bills 
out  of  that  money  ;  but  he  hoped 
that  the  whole  of  it  would  not  be 
required,  but  that  it  thou  Id  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  out  of  other  funds. — 'The 
governor  then  obferved  to  him, 
how  frequent  promifes  had  been 
given  to  reduce  this  advance  to  the 
limit  of  500,000!.  which  had  never 
yet  been  carried  into  died;  and 
begged  leave  to  reprefent,  how  de,- 
firous  the  bank  court  was,  to  have 
the  payment  of  the  treafury  ac¬ 
ceptances  otherwife  arranged  than 
at  the  bank;  which  Mr.  Pitt  faid, 
iliould  be  taken  up  on  a  future  oc¬ 
casion.  The  governor  faid,  he  could 
not  engage  for  any  thing  ;  but  he 
knew  how  defirous  the  court  always 
was  to  affift  the  government;  though 
a  provident  care  for  their  eftablilh- 
ment  mull  precede  all  other  objects. 
Air.  Pitt  obferved  on  this,  that  the 
welfare  of  the  bank,  we  mud  fup- 
pofe,  was  an  object  of  equal  im¬ 
portance  to  him  as  to  us.  The 
governor  then  added,  that  though 
he  did  not  engage  for  the  court,  if 
Mr.  Pitt  could  promife  that  two 
millions  of  the  fum  now  alked  for, 
should  be  applied  to  extinguilh  fo 
much  of  the  advance  on  the  treafury 
bills,  he  believed  it  might  be  ac¬ 
ceded  to.  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  he 
could  not  anfwer  for  fo  large  a  part 
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being  paid  immediately ;  but  that 
he  would,  on  this  information,  draw 
up  a  new  letter  to  the  court,  to  be 
confidered  next  Thurfday  ;  and  he 
wilhed  to  fee  the  tw?o  governors 
at  twrelve  o’clock  on  Tuefday  next, 
to  fubmit  to  them  the  plan  of  his 
letter ;  and  the  governor  and  de¬ 
puty  promifed  to  wait  on  him  at 
that  time  accordingly. 

ANSWERS  to  (No,  7.) 

After  Mr.  Pitt  had  read  this  pa¬ 
per,  with  great  attention,  twice,  he 
began  by  expreffing  his  fatisfa&ion 
and  approbation  of  the  meafure  of 
communicating  fuch  matters  to 
him ;  faying,  that  he  would  moft 
certainly  frame  his  arrangements  in 
a  manner  that  might  enable  him 
to  remove  our  fears,  and  prevent 
unpleafant  confequences ;  and  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  do  this  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  fhould  produce 
no  alarm  ;  ftrongly  recommending 
to  the  court  of  directors  to  ufe 
every  poffible  precaution  to  prevent 
that  alfo. 

The  governor  then  faid,  That  he 
hoped  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  conceive 
it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  court 
to  refufe  the  advance  of  the  land 
and  malt,  1796;  but  only  that  it 
was  their  wifli  to  p retract  it  for 
fome  time.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  under- 
flood  it  fo,  and  Iliould  avoid  applying 
for  it  until  it  might  be  more  iuifable 
to  the  bank.  He  alfo  faid,  he  Ihould 
certainly  reimburfe  a  million  of 
the  treafury  bilks,  and  repay  the 
1, 100,000  1.  as  foon  as  the  accounts 
were  made  up;  and,  if  neceflary, 
the  1 ,400,000 1.  remaining  Ihould 
be  reimburfed. 

The  governor  mentioned  to  him, 
the  dram  of  cafh  to  Ireland,  the 
calls  for  the  Weft-Jndia  armament, 
and  the  probability  of  foon  perceiving 

thofa 
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thofe  that  may  be  occafioned  by 
the  claimants  of  the  neutral  (hips 
being  reimburfed  :  in  all  which  he 
fee  me  d  to  concur.  Then  the  go¬ 
vernor  dated  to  him,  that  the  price 
of  gold  being  fo  much  above  the 
value  of  our  guineas,  mutt  necef- 
farily  imprefs  his  mind  with  the  un¬ 
avoidable  confequences.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  viewed  this 
in  a  molt  ferious  light. 

The  governor  then  mentioned 
the  probability  of  the  claims  of  the 
American  thins  taken  in  the  Wed 

1 

Indies  foon  coming  to  a  hearing, 
and  which  he  faid,  from  report, 
would  amount  to  near  four  mil¬ 
lions.  Mr.  Pitt  agreed  that  appeals 
were  foon  to  be  made,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  amount  would  come 
up  to  fuch  a  fum.  The  governor 
then  refumed  the  fubjebt  of  the 
treafury  bills;  and  hoped,  that  af¬ 
ter  the  meeting  of  parliament,  Mr. 
Pitt  would  fo  arrange  matters,  as  to 
prevent  their  continuing  to  be  paid 
by  the  bank  in  the  manner  lately 
adopted.  His  reply  was,  that  this 
object  would  foon  ceafe ;  their 
amount  feemed  to  have  imsrefied 

L 

Ins  mind  with  a  defign  to  difcon- 
tinue  the  ferviee  that  occafioned 
them;  the  troops  were  about  to  re¬ 
turn  home.  He  candidly  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  expenfe  of  our 
troops  on  the  continent  had  been 
enormous;  and  intimated,  that  the 
bent  and  operation  of  the  war,  as 
long  as  it  did  ftill  continue,  would 
be  naval,  and  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  governor  then  made  his  ac¬ 
knowledgments  to  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the 
indulgence  of  fo  much  time  as  he 
had  given  to  him  and  the  deputy T 
governor.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  faid,  he  was  going  out 
ftf  town  to  morrow,  for  a  week, 


and  at  his  return  would  be  glad  to 
fee  the  governors  again,  if  any  thing 
material  fhouid  occur. 

No,  I. —Copy  of  a  Refolution  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  Bank 
ot  England,  dated  December 
the  3d,  1795.  Moved  for  by 
Mr.  Sheridan. 

Kefolved,  1  hat  the  following  re¬ 
folution  ot  the  court  be  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer. 

Ibat  the  court  of  directors,  after 
a  very  lolemn  deliberation,  adequate 
to  the  importance  of  the  fubjejfii:, 
are  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that 
mould  inch  a  loan  4-  take  place, 
tney  are  but  too  well  grounded  in 
declaring  (from  the  actual  effects  of 
the  emperor’s  iaft  loan,  and  the 
continued  drains  of  fpecie  and  bul¬ 
lion  they  ftill  experience)  that  they 
have  the  moil  cogent  reaions  to  ap¬ 
prehend  very  momentous  and  alarm¬ 
ing  confequences.  They  are,  there- 
tore,  led  to  hope,  (after  expreffing 
their  acknowledgments  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  for  having 
hinted  that  the  welfare  and  fafety 
of  the  bank  Ihould  in  this  matter 
f u  p  e  j  f  e  d  e  every  other  confederation)., 
that  he  will  be  pleated  to  lay  a  fide 
the  adoption  of  fuch  a  meafure, 
which,  they  beg  leave  to  repeat, 
would  be,  m  their  opinion,  moil  fatal 
in  its  confequences. 

No.  II. — Copy  of  an  Opinion  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Treafury,  Ja¬ 
nuary  the  14th,  1796. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  treafury,  that  the 
governor  and  deputy  governor  fhouid 
reprefent  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  That  they  cannot  look 
upon  the  fcherne  of  aflifiing  the 


f  Viz.  A  loan  of  3,000,0001.  to  the  emperor, 
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emperor  to  raife  a  loan  in  Germany, 
by  the  guarantee  of  the  parliament 
©f  Great  Britain,  in  any  light 
which  will  not,  one  way  or  other, 
be  detrimental  to  this  country,  even 
if  a  law  were  palled  by  parliament 
to  prevent  British  Subjects.  from 
taking  any  (hare  therein.  That 
foeh  a  call  for  money  in  Germany 
will  oecafion  demands  of  it  from 
hence:  Germans,  Italians, and  other 
foreign  capitalists,  who  have  pro¬ 
perty  here,  will  be  induced  to  draw 
it  away.  People  in  Holland,  who, 
by  the  late 'ads,  have  money  locked 
up  here,  may  go  to  Germany  and 
draw  for  it  from  thence.  That 
funds,  which  would  otherwife  be 
employed  in  (peculations  of  trade 
with  England,  may,  by  fuch  an 
opportunity  of  inveftment  at  home, 
be  diverted  from  the  one  to  the 
other  purpofe :  that  the  exchange 
between  this  country  and  Hamburgh 
may  be  much  abetted  by  it :  that, 
in  fpite  of  legal  prohibitions,  it  is 
to  be  apprehended  that  fome  people 
here  would  take  (hares  in  Inch  a 
negotiation,  under  the  names  of 
their  foreign  correfpondents.  From 
thefe  and  other  caufes,  they  are 
folly  of  opinion,  that  the  governor 
and  deputy  governor  can  give  no 
advice  to  Mr.  Pitt  in  favour  of  fuch 
a  meafure;  which  is  indeed  of  a 
wide  political  extent,  and  beyond 
the  line  of  their  duty  to  judge  of. 

No.  III. — Copy  of  a  Refolution, 
dated  the  1 1  th  of  February,  1 796. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
©f  this  court,  founded  upon  its  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  effects  of  the  late 
imperial  loan,  that  if  any  further 
loan  or  advance  of  money  to  the 
emperor,  or  to  any  other  foreign 
Hate,  Should,  in  the  prefen t  (late  of 
affairs  take  place,  it  will,  in  all 
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probability,. prove  fatal  to  the  bank 
of  England.—  The  court  of  directors 
do  therefore  mod  earneltly  deprecate 
the  adoption  of  any  fuch  meafure  ; 
and  they  folemnly  proted  againft 
any  refponiibility  for  the  calamitous 
eonfequences  that  may  follow  there¬ 
upon. — Refolved,  That  the  governor 
and  deputy  governor  do  communi¬ 
cate  thefe  re  (elutions  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  his  majedy’s  exchequer. 

Anfwers  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  the  two  Resolu¬ 
tions  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
of  the  Bank,  of  the  3d  of 
December,  1795,  and  11th  of 
February,  1796,  on  the  fubject 
of  an  Imperial  Loan. 

Anfwer  to  the  firft.  —The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  having  pe» 
rufed  the  refolution  with  great  at- 

t— ' 

tention,  repeatedly  faid,  that  cer¬ 
tainly,  as  matters  were  there  dated, 
he  Should  not  think  at  prefent  of 
bringing  forward  fuch  a  meafure; 
adding,  that  though  he  fliould,  in 
opening  the  budget,  make  it  known 
that  he  made  referve  with  the  pre¬ 
fent  contractors  for  the  loan,  to 
permit  the  emperor's  raidng  three 
millions,  ihould  pircumftances  re¬ 
quire  it,  he  fliould  lay  afide  all 
thoughts  of  it,  unlefs  the  dtuatio-o, 
of  things,  relative  to  the  bank, 
fliould  fo  alter  as  to  render  fuch  a 
loan  of  no  importance  or  incon¬ 
venience  to  them  in  perfpedtive. 
The  governor  promifecl  him,  that 
(hould  fuch  a  change  take  place, 
and  he  ihould  with  for  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  fuch  a  meafure,  he  certainly 
would  communicate  it  to  him  with 
pleafure.  —  Mr.  Pitt  w illied  very 
much  to  have  the  paper  left  with 
him,  for  the  purpofe  of  communi¬ 
cating  its  contents  to  the  cabinet,, 
if  he  (ouncL  it  necelfary  ;  prom  id 
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that  no  one  fhould  have  a  right  of 
it  elfevhere,  and  that  if  the  go¬ 
vernor  would  call  upon  him  in  two 
or  three  days,  he  would  retain  it  to' 
him. 

Anfvei  to  the  fecond — Mr.  Pitt 

replied,  f hat  after  the  repeated  inti¬ 
mations  which  he  bad  riven  to  the 

O 

gove^iiO,  and  deputy  governor  of 
the  bank  that  no  further  loan  to  the 
emperor  would  be  refolded  on  with¬ 
out  previous  communication  with 
the  bank,  and  due  confederation  of 
the  ftate  of  their  circumftances,  he 
did  not  fee1  any  reafon  for  thefe  re- 
folutions ;  that  he  did  fuppofe  they 
were  adopted  in  a  moment  of  alarm, 
and  that  ne  fhould  conlider  them  in 
that  light. 


Report  from  the  Committee  of  Se¬ 
crecy,  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  to  examine  and  Jtate  the 
iota!  Amount  of  outjlanding  De¬ 
mands  on  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  hkewife  of  the  Funds  for  dif- 
chargmg  the  fame,  and  to  report 
the  Refult  thereof  to  the  Houfe  ; 
together  with  their  Opinion  on 
the  Necejfity  of  providing  for  the 
Confirmation  and  Continuance  of 
Meafures  taken  in  purfuance  of 
the  Minute  of  Council  on  the 
26 th  of  February  lajl. 

Ordered  to  report, 

That  the  committee  having,  in 
purfuance  of  the  order  of  the  houfe, 
proceeded  to  take  into  their  eon- 
fideration  the  feveral  matters  re¬ 
ferred  to  them,  have  agreed  to  re¬ 
port  thereon  as  follows : 

With  relped  to  the  firft  part  of 
the  order  of  the  houfe,  by  which 
they  are  directed  to  examine  and 
.report  the  total  amount  of  out- 
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handing  demands  on  the  bank  of 
England,  and  like  wife  of  the  funds 
for  Jifchargi  -g  the  fame,  they  call¬ 
ed  upon  the  governor  of  the  bank, 
and  upon  Mr.  Bofanquet,  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  bank  (who  at¬ 
tended  them  in  the  abfence  of  the 
deputy  governor),  for  an  account 
to  that  effect ;  which  account  hav¬ 
ing,  by  them,  been  produced  to  the 
commit  tee*  was  verified  by  the  de¬ 
puty  accountant  oi  the  bank  ;  and 
the  fame  having  been  examined  by 
the  committee,  it  was  agreed  to  re¬ 
port  the  refult  thereof  to  the  houfe, 
as  follows : 

That  the  total  amount  of  out- 
ftanding  demands  on  the  bank,  on 
the  25th  day  of  February  laft,  was 
13T7°>39°1-’  and  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  funds  for  dife hang¬ 
ing  thole  demands,  over  and  above 
the  permanent  debt  due  from  go¬ 
vernment,  of  1 1,686,800  1.  was,  00 
the  fame  day  of  February  laft, 
1 7 J597?"2 80  1. ;  and  that  the  refult 
is,  that  there  was,  on  the  25th  day 
of  February  laft,  a  furplus  of  effebis 
belonging  to  the  bank,  beyond  the 
total  of  their  debts,  amounting  to 
the  fum  of  3,826,8901.  over  and 
above  the  before-mentioned  perma¬ 
nent  debt  of  11,686,800!.  due  from 
government. 

The  committee  think  it  right  to 
obferve,  that  this  account  is  made 
up  to  the  25th  of  February  inclu-. 
five  ;  and  that  fince  that  day,  feveral 
confiderable  hides  have  been  made 
by  the  bank  in  bank-notes,  both 
upon  government  fecurities,  and  in 
difeounting  bills,  the  particulars  of 
which  could  not  immediately  be 
made  up;  but  that,  hs  thole  blues 
were  upon  correfponding  fecurities, 
taken  with  the  ufual  care  and  atten¬ 
tion,  the  adual  balance  in  favour  of 

the 
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the  bank,  lias  not  been  materially 
varied,  but,  if  at  ail,  has  been  ra¬ 
ther  mcreafed* 

In  proceeding  to  the  conlidera- 
lion  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  order 
of  reference, in  which  the  committee 
are  dire&ed  to  report  to  the  houfe, 
their  opinion  on  the  neceffity  of 
providing  for  the  confirmation  and 
continuance  of  the  meafures  taken 
in  purfuance  of  the  minute  of  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  26th  of  February,  the 
committee  have  thought  it  right  to 
confine  their  inquiries  to  thofe  points 
only,  on  which  that  neceffity  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  principally  to  de¬ 
pend  ;  and  having  examined  to  thefe 
points  the  governor  of  the  bank, 
and  the  laid  Mr.  Bo/anquet  (one  of 
the  directors  thereof),  the  committee 
find. 

That  the  bank  of  England  has 
lately  experienced  an  unufual  drain 
©f  cafh. 

That  this  drain  was  owing,  in 
great  part,  to  demands  for  cafh, 
from  the  country ;  fuch  demands 
feeing  made  upon  the  bank  indiredly 
from  the  country,  but  directly  from 
the  bankers  of  London,  who  are  to 
fup ply  the  country. 

That  by  the  effect  of  this  drain, 
the  cafh  of  the  bank  has  been  of 
late  very  confiderably  reduced ;  that 
it  has,  however,  been  known,  by 
thofe  converfant  in  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,  to  be  a  great  deal  lower; 
feut  that  on  this  occasion  the  ra¬ 
pidity  of  the  demands  has  been 
unparalleled. 

That  thofe  demands  have  been 
of  late  progreffive.lv  increafmg,  but 
particularly  in  the  luff  week  ;  and 
that  in  the  laffc  two  days  of  that 
week,  the  demands  exceeded  thofe 
of  the  four  preceding  days. 

That  there  was  everv  reafun  to 


apprehend  that  thefe  demands,  and 
the  confequent  progreffive  reduction 
ol  cafh,  would  continue,  and  even 
fincreafe. 

That  by  the  effedl  of  fuch  re¬ 
duction,  if  it  were  to  continue  in 
the  fame,  or  in  a  Trill  farther  in- 
created  proportion,  the  bank  of 
England  would  be  deprived  of  the 
means  of  fupplying  the  cafh  which 
might  be  neceffiary  for  preffing  exi¬ 
gencies  of  public  fervice;  and  this 
led  the  bank  to  make  the  commu¬ 
nication  they  did  to  his  maj city’s 
m  in  i  ft  ers. 

And  laftly,  that  finee  the  date 
of  the  minute  of  council  above 
mentioned,  no  fuch  alteration  has 
occurred,  as  materially  to  vary  the 
lituation  of  the  bank  in  this  re- 
fpeffit. 

On  this  view  of  the  prefent  Hate 
of  the  important  queffion  referred 
to  them,  the  committee  have  agreed 
to  report  it  to  the  houfe  as  their 
opinion,  that  it  is  neceffiary  to  con¬ 
tinue  and  confirm  the  meafures 
already  taken,  for  fuch  time,  and 
under  fuch  limitations  and  reflric- 
tions,  and  with  fuch  power  of 
difeontinuing  the  fame,  as  to  the 
wifdoni  ol  parliament  may  feem 
expedient. 

The  Lords  of  the  Committee 
Think  proper  to  conclude  their  re¬ 
port,  with  a  fummary  of  the  chief 
points  which  have  occurred  in  their 
inquiry,  refpeCting  the  caufes  that 
produced  the  order  of  council  of  the 
26th  ol  February  iaff,  as  refulting 
from  the  evidence  taken  by  them, 
and  from  the  accounts  laid  before 
them. 

In  order  to  render  the  fubfe- 
quent  details  relative  to  this  im¬ 
portant  fuhjed  more  intelligible,  the 
committee  think  it  right  to  begin 
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with  taking  a  general  view  of  the 
ftate  of  the  circulation  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence,  that 
the  circulation  of  this  kingdom.,  by 
which  its  immenfe  commerce  is 
carried  on,  confifts,  principally,  in 
the  metropolis  and  its  neighbour¬ 
hood,  either  of  the  notes  of  the 
bank  of  England,  or  of  coin  chiefly 
made  of  gold. — In  the  country 
(where  the  notes  of  the  bank  of 
England  did  not  circulate  to  any 
great  amount),  it  confifts  of  the 
bills  of  country  bankers,  or  of  the 
banking  companies  in  Scotland, 
payable  to  bearer  on  demand;  and 
of  coin  of  the  defcription  before 
mentioned. 

Inland  bills  of  exchange  are 
thought,  by  many,  to  be  a  part 
of  the  circulation  of  the  kingdom. 
They  are  not  ftri&ly  fo,  in  the  fame 
fenfe  as  the  two  forts  of  paper  be¬ 
fore  mentioned.  They  are  rather 
transfers  of  debts,  from  the  drawers 
to  the  perfons  on  whom  the  bills 
are  drawn.  They  are  generally 
made  payable  at  diftant  periods ; 
and  as  they  are  not  payable  at  all 
times  on  demand,  they  cannot,  like 
the  former,  aifwer  all  the  purpol'es 
of  cafli. 

In  the  metropolis,  the  quantity 
of  paper  much  exceeds  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  coin  in  circulation.  The 
committee  have  no  fufficient  means 
before  them,  to  judge  of  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  cad)  and  paper,  in  the 
metropolis,  except  as  far  as  any 
inference  can  be  drawn  from  the 
^quantity  of  cafli  paid  at  the  bank, 
compared  with  the  amount  of  the 
notes  i fiued  by  that  corporate  body, 
ns  ftated  in  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Newland,  principal  calhier  of  the 
bank;  a yd  particularly  from  the 


proportion  of  cafh  paid  quarterly 
at  the  bank,  in  difcharge  of  the  di¬ 
vidends  of  the  public  (locks,  a  part 
of  which  only  is  received  by  bankers* 
the  remainder  by  perfons  of  every 
defcription. 

But  in  the  country,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  in  thole  parts  of  it  where 
no  confiderable  manufactures  are 
eftablifhed,  and  no  great  commercial 
enterprife  is  carried  on,  there  is 
reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  paper  exceeds  in  a  left 
proportion  the  coin  in  circulation., 
than  in  the  metropolis.  It  mutt 
vary  according  to  circumftances  of 
time  or  place ;  and  the  committee 
have  no  information  which  enables 
them  to  form  a  judgment  on  this 
(abject.  It  can  hardly,  however, 
he  doubted,  that  there  is  too  little 
of  Britifh  coin,  particularly  of  ftl- 
ver,  current  in  the  kingdom,  from  & 
caule  which  will  be  hereafter  ftatecL 

The  bank  of  England  is  at  the 
head  of  all  circulation,  it  is  the 
great  repofitory  of  the  (pare  calk 
of  the  nation,  and  alone  carrier 
bullion  to  the  mint  to  be  coined. 
It  is  fubjert,  on  that  account,  to 
be  called  on  for  calk,  directly  at 
indirectly,  by  thole  who  ,ar.e  m 
want  of  it,  and  is  me  cellar  ily  leg- 
fible  of  every  material  failure 
drftrefs,  which  arises  from  any  de¬ 
ficiency  or  want  of  coin,  in  every 
part  of  this  kingdom  or  Ireland, 

It  appears  that  the  circulation  of 
paper  was  carried  to  its  greatest 
height,  a  fliort  time  previous  to  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1793. 

But  early  in  that  year,  .a  great 
diminution  took  place,  in  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  country  bank  bills,  from 
the  fudden  failure  of  many  of  the 
•country  banks,  -Mr.  Eliifon  (lutes* 
that  previous  to  ibis  period  there 
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were  about  two  hundred  and  eighty 
country  banks  in  England  and 
Wales*  and  that  he  does  not  be¬ 
lieve  they  exceed  at  prefent  two 
hundred  and  thirty;  the  bufinefs 
of  which  has  by  no  means  in- 
creafed,  in  proportion  to  the  re- 
du&ion  of  the  number — and  that 
the  ilfue  of  country  bank  bills  has 
confiderably  diminiflied — that  the 
quantity  of  fpecie  atUiallv  kept  by 
the  prefent  country  bankers,  is  at 
this  time  larger  than  it  was  before 
the  year  1793,  and  that  they  have 
leffened  their  balances  with  the 
London  bankers. 

Mr.  Thornton’s  evidence  con¬ 
firms  the  account  given  by  Mr.  El- 
lifon,  of  the  failure  of  the  country 
banks  in  1793,  and  of  the  confe- 
quent  diminution  of  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  country  bank  bills  at  that 
time;  fubfequent  to  this  event, 
thefe  country  bank  bills  increafed 
again  in  lbme  degree,  but  never  to 
their  former  extent.  Both  Mr. 
Thornton  and  Mr.  Ellifon  are  of 
opinion,  that  confiderable  quantities 
of  cafh  muft  have  been  drawn  from 
the  metropolis  into  the  country,  in 
order  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of 
thefe  country  bank  hills. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 793,  when,  from  the  caufes  be¬ 
fore  mentioned,  the  circulation  of 
this  kingdom  began  to  be  fo  much 
diminiflied,  the  prefent  war  com¬ 
menced.  A  Hate  of  war  always 
requires  a  more  ample  circulation, 
even  within  the  kingdom.  The 
public  loans,  which  in  all  wars  are 
nccelfary,  ami  in  the  prefent  war 
have  been  particularly  great,  em¬ 
ploy  a  confiderable  proportion  of 
the  circulating  capital.  The  pre¬ 
lent  increafed  value  of  monev, 
which  is  iufftciently  proved  by  the 


high  rate  of  intereft,  clearly  fhows 
what  muff  be  the  demand  for  it, 
and  confequently,  the  fearcity  of  it. 
But  during  the  prefent  war,  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  expenfive 
enterprifes  of  a  private  nature  have 
not  diminiflied,  as  in  all  former 
wars,  but  even  augmented.  It  ap¬ 
pears,  by  an  account  inferted  in 
this  report, ‘that  the  number  of  bills 
of  inclcfure  which  palled  in  the  four 
years  preceding  the  prefent  war, 
was  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
and  that  the  number  which  have 
palled  during  the  four  years  of  the 
war,  was  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three.  That  the  number  of  bills 
for  navigations  and  canals,  which 
palled  in  the  four  yearn  preceding 
the  prefent  war  was  thirty,  and 
that  the  number  which  have  palled 
during  the  four  years  of  the  war 
was  fixty-nine.  And  farther,  that 
the  Aim  authorifed  to  be  borrowed 
for  the  making  thofe  canals  and 
navigations,  was  in  the  fir  ft  four 
years  2,377,200  1. ;  and  in  the  laft 
period  of  four  years  7,415,100!. 

But  the  demand  of  money  for 
public  expenfes  abroad,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  applies  to  the  prefent  fub- 
jecfc :  the  loan  made  to  the  emperor 
in  the  year  1795  of  4,600,000k — * 
The  fuhfidies  paid  to  foreign  princes, 
— the  money  remitted  for  the  pay 
of  Britifh  troops,  or  foreign  troops 
in  Britifh  pay,  while  this  kingdom 
had  an  army  on  the  continent; 
and  the  advances  made  to  the 
court  of  Vienna;  together  with 
the  money  lent  to  the  Weft  Indies 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for 
the  pay  of  Britifh  troops  there;  if 
they  did  not  all  together  draw  Bri- 
tifh  coin  out  of  the  country,  in  any 
great  amount,  muft  at  leaf!  have 
prevented  that  influx  of  coin  or 
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bullion  which,  in  confequence  of  a 
favourable  balance  of  commerce, 
would  have  otherwife  fupplied  the 
circulation  of  the  kingdom.  Mr. 
Boyd,  however,  in  his  evidence, 
ftates,  that  in  remitting  the  impe¬ 
rial  loan,  as  well  as  the  late  ad¬ 
vances  to  the  emperor,  he  never 
fent  any  Britifh  coin  out  of  the 
kingdom  (which  could  not  indeed 
legally  be  done) ;  and  that  in  re¬ 
mitting  the  faid  loan,  he  fent  in 
foreign  coin  or  bullion,  to  the 
amount  only  of  about  1,200,0001. 
That  the  remainder  of  the  loan, 
and  the  whole  of  the  advances, 
were  remitted  in  bills  of  exchange. 
It  is  obvious,  however,  that  the 
drains  occalioned  by  expenditure 
abroad,  for  the  purpofes  before 
mentioned  (large  as  the  amount  of 
them  may  have  been),  are  nothing 
more  than  what  has  happened  in 
all  former  wars,  in  which  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Great  Britain  has 
found  it  eflential  for  its  interests,  to 
maintain  armies  on  the  European 
continent,  or  at  any  great  diftance 
from  the  kingdom. 

It  appears,  by  an  account  insert¬ 
ed  in  this  report,  that  all  the  re¬ 
mittances  made  for  the  fervices  of 
the  war  in  the  Weft  Indies,  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  in  the  ifland 
of  Corftca,  and  other  diftant  parts 
of  the  world,  amounted,  during  the 
four  laft  years,  to  (vide  Account 
No.  24.)  33.510, 779I.  os.  7-|d. 

It  appears  by  another  account 
(No.  23.)  inferred  in  this  report, 
which  has  diftinguifhed  the  fums 
expended  on  the  European  conti¬ 
nent,  from  what  were  expended  in 
other  diftant  parts  of  the  world, 
that  the  total  of  the  money  ex¬ 
pended  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
during  the  faid  four  years,  includ¬ 
ing  the  imperial  loan,  and  the  ad¬ 


vances  made  to  the  emperor, 
amounted  to  14,988,4221.0s.  8|d. 

It  appears  laftly,  by  a  third  ac¬ 
count  (No.  22.)  inferted  in  this  re¬ 
port,  that  the  fums  paid  for  all 
forts  of  military  fervices  on  the 
continent,  during  the  war  ending  in 
1763,  amounted  to  20,626,997!. 
os.  76. 

To  the  fums  fent,  during  the 
prefent  war,  to  the  European  con¬ 
tinent,  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  military 
purpofes,  fliould  be  added,  the 
fums  drawn  for  by  the  commanders 
of  our  fleets  on  foreign  fervice,  in 
every  part  of  the  world. 

It  appears,  on  the  other  hand, 
by  the  accounts  of  the  value  of  the 
imports  and  exports  for  the  laft 
twenty  years,  produced  by  Mr. 
Irving,  inlp e dor- ge n e r al  of  imports 
and  exports,  that  the  demand  for 
cafti  to  be  lent  abroad,  for  the  pur¬ 
pofes  before  mentioned,  was  greatly 
com  pen  fa  ted  by  a  very  large  ba¬ 
lance  of  commerce  in  favour  of 
this  kingdom,  greater  than  was 
ever  known  in  any  preceding  pe¬ 
riod.  The  value  of  the  exports  of 
the  laft  year  amounted,  according 
to  the  valuation  on  which  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  infpedtor-general  are 
founded,  to  30,424,184k;  which  is 
more  than  double  what  it  was  in 
any  year  of  the  American  war,  and 
one  third  more  than  it  was  on  an 
average  during  the  laft  peace,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  year  1792  ;  and  though 
the  value  of  the  imports  to  this 
country  has,  during  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod,  g  r  e  at  1  y  i  nc  r  e  afe  d ,  the  e  x  c  e  fs  o  f 
the  value  of  the  exports  above  that 
of  the  imports,  which  conftitutes 
the  balance  of  trade,  has  augmented 
even  in  a  greater  proportion. 

It  is  particularly  obfervable,  that 
the  exports  to  Germany  alone,  for 
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the  two  laft  years,  have  amounted 
to  more  than  8,ooo,oool.  annually; 
when,  in  time  of  peace,  they  did 
not  ufually  amount  to  more  than 
1,900,000!.  And  thofe  exports  to 
Germany  exceed  in  amount,  by  at 
leaft  2,600,000 1.  the  whole  that 
was  annually  exported  in  time  of 
peace,  to  France,  Flanders,  Hol¬ 
land,  and  Germany. 

The  houfe  will  fee  in  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Mr.  Irving,  much  infor¬ 
mation,  for  the  purpofe  of  fhewing 
that  all  our  principal  articles  of 
export,  particularly  thofe  which 
confift  of  Britifh  manufactures,  are 
greatly  uader-rated  in  their  value, 
as  well  as  many  capital  articles  of 
import.  Coffee  is  the  only  material 
article  which  appears  to  be  over¬ 
rated  in  the  hooks  of  the  infpedtor- 
general ;  it  is  more  over-rated  on 
exportation  than  on  importation. 
The  valuation  upon  which  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  infpector-genejal  are 
founded,  was  fettled  in  the  year 
1696  or  1697,  when  the  prices  of 
all  thefe  articles  were  greatly  in¬ 
ferior  to  what  they  are  at  prefent, 
and  before  our  manufactures  had 
received  the  improvements  which 
have  been  made  in  them  of  late 
years,  fo  that  the  real  value  of  both 
our  imports  and  exports,  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  latter,  is  certainly  con¬ 
fide  rably  higher  than  is  hated  in 
his  accounts.  The  houfe  will  alio 
fee  many  excellent  obfervations,  in 
the  evidence  of  this  gentleman,  for 
the  purpofe  of  correcting  the  man¬ 
ner  of  taking  the  true  balance  of 
our  trade,  lie  obferves,  that  in 
forming  this  balance,  many  articles 
of  import  are  lifted  as  unfavour¬ 
able  to  this  country,  when  they  are 
in  fad;  acceftions  of  wealth,  fuch  as 
the  produce  of  our  various  filheries, 
and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  im¬ 


ports  from  our  poffeffions  in  the 
Haft  and  W  eft  Indies.  T  he  whole 
of  the  produce  of  thefe  fiflieries  is 
certainly  an  acceffion  of  national 
wealth.  So  much  thereof  as  is  im¬ 
ported  diredly  into  this  country, 
muft  be  conftdered  as  an  increafe 
of  ftock  to  it:  the  value  of  fuch 
parts  as  are  fent  diredly  from  the 
filhing  places  to  foreign  countries, 
and  fold  there,  is  either  remitted  in 
bills  of  exchange,  which  is  wealth  ; 
or  it  is  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of 
commodities,  to  be  imported  into 
this  country,  which  is  an  increafe 
of  ftock.  This  produce  is  pro¬ 
cured,  not  by  any  wealth  fent  from 
this  country,  but  by  the  adven¬ 
turous  enterprife  of  our  filhermen  ; 
and  the  value  of  fuch  produce, 
when  it  is  fent  directly  from  the 
filhing  places  to  foreign  countries, 
cannot  appear  in  any  cultom-houfe 
account.  In  like  manner,  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  imports  from 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  ought 
not  to  be  ftated,  in  the  balance  of 
our  commerce,  as  unfavourable  to 
this  country,  particularly  fuch  parts 
of  the  inveftments  in  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies,  as  are  purehafed  by  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  Britifh  fettlements 
there;  as  well  as  thofe  parts,  which 
are  imported  either  from  the  Eaft; 
or  Weft  Indies,  for  the  purpofe  of 
remitting  private  fortunes  acquired 
there,  or  as  the  incomes  of  perfons, 
who,  having  eft  ate  s  or  mortgages 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  r  elide  and 
fpend  their  incomes  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  The  value  of  fuch  part  of 
thefe  imports,  as  is  re-exported, 
will  appear  on  the  export  fide  of 
the  account,  and  ferves  to  balance 
the  value  of  the  fame  articles,  as 
ftated  on  the  import  fide;  and  the 
whole  of  the  mercantile  profit,- 
which  they  leave  behind,  is  in  itfelf 
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a  eonfiderable  aeceffion  of  wealth 
to  this  kingdom,  that  cannot  appear 
in  the  cuftom-houfe  accounts. 

Mr.  Irving  has  delivered  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  true  balance 
of  our  trade  amounted,  on  a  medium 
of  the  four  years  preceding  January 
179S,  to  upwards  of  6,500,000!. 
per  annum,  exclufive  of  the  profits 
arifing  from  our  Ealt  and  Weft 
India  trade,  which  he  eftimates  at 
upwards  of  4,000,000].  per  annum ; 
and  exclusive  of  the  profits  derived 
from  our  fifheries. 

But  whatever  uncertainty  may 
ftill  remain,  in  forming  an  eftimate 
of  the  true  balance  of  our  com¬ 
merce  in  any  particular  year,  the 
accounts  of  the  infpe&or-general 
of  imports  and  exports,  ferve  at 
leaft  to  afford  a  good  comparative 
ftate  of  the  amount  of  our  com¬ 


merce  in  different  years ;  for  it,  is 
fair  to  prefume,  that  the  defefts  are 
not  greater  in  the  accounts  of  one 
year  than  of  another. 

Great,  however,  as  this  balance 
of  commerce  may  appear,  it  would 
have  been  ftill  greater  in  a  very 
eonfiderable  degree,,  but  from  tha 
unufual  fcarcity  of  grain,  which 
made  it  neceffary  both  for  govern¬ 
ment  and  individuals,  to  import 
large  quantities  of  grain,  for  tbe  re¬ 
lief  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  king¬ 
dom.  In  an  account  delivered  by 
Mr.  Claude  Scott,  an  eminent  corn 
fa&or,  it  appears,  that  for  the  three 
years  preceding  the  5th  of  January 
1797,  there  were  paid  to  foreign 
countries,  for  grain  imported  into 
this  kingdom,  the  following  fums* 
viz. 


In  1794  -  -  -  £.1,983,856 

p  '795  -  -  -  1,535,6k 

In  1796  -  53,926, 484 

7,446,01$ 

Add,  imported  in  1793,  as  eftimated  by  Mr.  Scott,  in  his  evi¬ 
dence  before  the  committee  -  -  -  1,500,000 

Total  -  -  £.8,946,01$ 

"  ■  ’  ■  »  . . 

1  his  balance  .of  commerce  was  alfo  rendered  lefs  favourable,  by  the 
great  fums  paid  for  naval  ftores  during  the  war,  beyond  what  are  ufually 
paid  in  time  of  peace.  It  appears  by  an  account  prefented  by  the  com- 
miftioners  of  his  majefty’s  navy,  that  the  value  of  naval  ftores  imported 
on  account  of  his  majefty’s  navy,  in  the  four  years  previous  to  1797, 
amounted  to  -  -  -  -  -  -  £.  7,825,876 

And  in  the  four  years  preceding  1793, 

amounted  only  to  -  2,500,139  Excefs 

*  ,  .  ,  „  - -  £-5,3*5,737 

Ana  it  appears  by  an  account  prefented,  of  the  amount  of 

bills  drawn  on  the  commiffioners  for  victualling,  from 
foreign  parts,  in  the  four  years  ending  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1797,  that  they  amounted  to  -  £.1,368,921 

And  in  the  four  years  ending  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1793,  to  .  -  -  -  134,629 

1,234,292 

Total  Excefs  -  -  £.6,560,029 
*  P  Though 


Vol.  XXXIX.. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER 


Though  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  balance  of  our  trade,  even 
with  thefe  deductions,  mu  ft  have 
brought  great  wealth,  in  various  ar¬ 
ticles  of  commerce,  into  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  that  unufual  quantities 
of  foreign  rnerchandife  muff,  in 
ccnfequence  thereof,  have  been  de- 
pofited  in  it;  yet  it  may  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  whether  it  brought  fo  great  a 
quantity  of  the  precious  metals,  to 
be  converted  into  coin,  as  in  for¬ 
mer  periods ;  for  it  appears  in  the 
evidence  of  fir  John  llort,  who  was 
his  maje  fly’s  cnnful  general  in  Por¬ 
tugal  for  twenty-nine  years,  and  of 
Mr.  Whitmore,  an  eminent  Portu¬ 
gal  merchant,  that  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  gold  and  fiver  bullion,  from 
Lifbon  into  this-  kingdom,  has  been 
lefs  than  it  was  formerly;  and  that 
the.  exchange  between  Lifbon  and 
London,  which  ufed  formerly  to  be 
greatly  in  favour  of  London,  lias  of 
late,  from  a  variety  of  circurn- 
ftances,  been  fometimes  in  favour 
of,  and  fometimes  againft,  this 
country ;  and,  for  the  laft  three 
years,  more  again!!  this  country 
than  in  its  favour,  from  caufes 
'which  are  fully  explained  in  the 
evidence  of  thofe  gentlemen.  Mr. 
W  hitmore  adds,  that  the  quantity 
of  fiver  which  has  of  late  been  im¬ 
ported,  has  greatly  exceeded  the 
quantity  of  gold.  But  as  the  mint 
price  -of  fiver'  bullion  has  been, 
during  nearly  the’ whole  of  the  pre- 
fent  century,  confiderahiy  lefs  than 
the  market  price  of  this  precious 
metal,  the  fiver  bullion  fo  im¬ 
ported  could  not  be  converted  into 
coin,  but  after  having  left  a  quan¬ 
tity  fuffieient  for  the  ufe  of  our 
m an u hi 61  u res,  mull  have  again  been 
exported,  and  did  not  contribute  in 
the  final  bdl  degree  to  augment  the 
coin  of  this  kingdom. 


>-  1797- 

The  accounts  prefented  by  the 
officers  of  the  mint,  of  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  bullion  coined  in  the  latl 
four  years,  ffiow  that  the  quantity 
coined  at  the  mint  in  1795, 
amounted  only  to  493,416b  and  in 
1706,  to  464,680b  which  is  not 
'more  than  a  fixth.  of  what  was 
brought  to  the  mint  to  be  coined 
in  the  two  preceding  years,  and 
greatly  inferior  to  what  had  been 
coined,  upon  an  average  of  the  for¬ 
mer  years  of  his  majefty’s  reign. 

By  an  account  prefented  by  Mr, 
Irving,  of  the  quantity  of  bullion 
exported  from  this  country  from 
the  year  1790  to  1796,  both  inclu- 
five,  it  appears  that  the  quantity  of 
gold  bullion  exported  on  an  aver¬ 
age,  in  the  four  laft  years,  being 
years  of  war,  is  not  a  third  of  what 
was  annually  exported  on  an  aver¬ 
age  in  the  three  preceding  years  of' 
peace  ;  and  that  the  quantity  of  fi¬ 
ver  bullion  exported  in  the  four 
laft  years,  being  years  of  war,  is 
alfo  not  a  third  of  what  was  an¬ 
nually  exported  on  an  average  in 
the  three  preceding  years  of  peaces 
and  this  account  receives  a  certain 
degree  of  confirmation,  from  the 
accounts  delivered  in  by  the  Eaft 
India  company,  of  the  amount  of 
Spanifi)  dollars  exported  by  the 
company,  or  permitted  by  the  com¬ 
pany  to  be  exported  by  private  per- 
fons,  which  prove  that  in  the  laft 
three  years  the  amount  of  Spanifi 
dollars  exported,  has  been  lefs  than 
ufuab 

The  committee  wifiied  to  throw 
farther  light  on  this  fubject,  by  ob¬ 
taining  an  account  of  the  amount 
of  gold  and  fiver  com  or  bullion 
imported  into  this  kingdom,  m 
the  before -mentioned  periods;  but 
they  find,  that  by  a  law  paffod  in 
the  15th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
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majefty  Charles  II.  ch.  7.  fee. 
coin  and  bullion  are  exempted  from 
entry  at  the  cuftom  houfe,  on  im¬ 
portation  into  tins  kingdom  ;  fo 
that  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms 
could  not  produce  an  account  of  any 
Inch  importation. 

There  are,  however,  other  cir- 
cumftances  in  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  which  may  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  render  lefs  perceptible; 
hitherto  at  leaft,  the  advantages 
anting  from  the  influx  of  wealth 
into  this  kingdom,  in  confequence 
of  a  favourable  balance  of  trade. 

It  was  obferved  by  Henry  Thorn¬ 
ton,  efq.  (and  it  is  indeed  felt- 
evident),  that  in  proportion  as  the 
commerce  of  this  country  increafes, 
a  greater  capital  is  neceflary  for 
carrying  it  on  ;  and  alfo,  that  any 
given  quantity  of  commerce,  in 
time  of  war,  by  the  increafed  ex- 
penfes  of  freight,  infurance,  and  mer¬ 
cantile  charges,  requires  a  greater 
capital  than  the  fame  quantity  of 
commerce  in  time  of  peace.  Thefe 
two  circumftances  mufl  have  had 
confiderable  influence,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  laft  three  years,  upon  the 
circulating  caffi  and  paper  of  the 
kingdom,  efpeeially  when  it  is  con- 
fidered,  that,  from  caufes  already 
affigned,  the  circulation  of  paper 
was  confiderably  diminiflied ;  and 
Mr.  Bofanquet,  a  bank  director,  in 
affigning  the  caufes  of  the  great 
preflure  on  the  bank,  for  v/ant  of 
caffi,  in  the  year  1783,  is  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  drain  of  caffi  at  that 
time  proceeded  from  the  great  ex- 
tendon  of  commerce  which  follow¬ 
ed  the  peace,  and  which  occalioned 
fo  large  an  export  of  the  com¬ 
modities  of  this  country,  that  the 
circulation  was  hardly  fufficient  to 
fupport  it. 

It  appears  laflly,  by  the  evidence 


of  the  bank  directors,  that  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  the  long  credit  given  by 
our  merchants,  the  payments  for 
the  great  quantities  of  our  manu¬ 
factures,  produce,  and  other  mer- 
chandife  exported,  do  not  take  place 
till  a  confiderable  time  after  their 
exportation,  though  a  great  addi¬ 
tional  capital  has  been  previouflv 
employed  in  providing  the  articles 
fo  exported.  'The  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments,  which  arifes  out  of  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  trade,  is  neceflarily  pofte- 
rior  to  it,  and  in  countries  like  Great 
Britain,  where  long  credits  are  given, 
it  may  not  produce  its  full  effect 
upon  our  circulation,  for  a  confider¬ 
able  time. 

The  refult  of  all  the  various  cir¬ 
cumftances  before  ftated,  does  not 
appear,  on  the  whole,  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  any  permanent  diladvanta- 
geous  effedl  on  the  cafli  of  the  bank, 
till  the  month  of  September  1795 
the  cafli  of  the  bank  had,  indeed, 
been  much  lower  than  ufual  in 
March  and  June  1793  ;i  but  it  rofe 
in  the  September  of  that  year  nearly 
to  its  ufual  average.  From  Sep¬ 
tember  1795,  however,  it  continued 
progreffively  declining,  fo  as  to  be, 
during  the  whole  of  the  year  1796, 
confiderably  lefs  than  in  the  year 
1795 ,  but  not  lower  at  the  end  of 
3796  than  in  the  middle  of  that 
year ;  and  in  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  year,  fill  lei’s  than  in 
the  year  1796;  and  in  the  week 
preceding  the  ifluing  of  the  order  of 
council,  it  diminiflied  rapidly;  it 
was  not,  however,  even  at  that 
period,  in  any  degree  fo  low  as  in 
the  year  1783,  and  particularly  in. 
the  month  of  October  of  that  year. 

rIhe  conferences  between  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the 
governor  and  deputy  governor  of 
the  bank,  on  the  apprehenfions 
f  P  2  they 


I 


2i2*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


they  entertained  of  the  diminution 
of  their  eufh,  and  the  reprefenta- 
tions  made  by  them,  from  time  to 
time,  on  the  effebt  which  foreign 
loans  and  remittances  had  on  the 
ftate  of  their  cafh,  will  appear  by 
the  evidence  of  the  laid  governor 
and  deputy  governor,  and  other  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank,  when  they  at¬ 
tended  the  committee,  either  as  a 
deputation,  or  in  their  individual 
capacity,  as  well  as  from  the  mi¬ 
nutes  of  thofe  conferences,  and  the 
copies  of  the  refolutions  delivered 
by  them  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  : — It  will  appear  alfo, 
from  the  evidence  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  from  the 
letters  written  by  him  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  bank  ;  all  which  are 
snferted  in  this  report,  and  to  which 
the  committee  think  it  more  proper 
to  refer  the  houfe,  than  to  give  a 
fummary  of  them. 

The  accounts  before  infer  ted  and 
the  evidence  juft  referred  to,  will 
alfo  (how,  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  advances  made  by  the  bank  to 
government — upon  what  funds  or 
credit  they  were  made — what  was 
their  amount  at  different  periods — 
how  far  the  amount  of  thofe  ad¬ 
vances,  during  the  prefent  war,  have 
exceeded  thofe  made  in  time  of 
peace— -how  far  they  have  exceeded 
thofe  made  in  the  laft  war — and 
whether  they  were  greater  or  lefs, 
immediately  previous  to  the  ifluing 
the  order  in  council  of  the  26th  of 
February,  than  at  any  preceding 
period. 

The  committee  were  defirous  of 
throwing  farther  light  on  this  fob- 
jeri,  by  laying  before  the  houfe  fome 
accurate  account  of  the  exchanges 
between  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  ;  as  thefe,,  when  they  can 
be  corredtly  afcertained,  afford  a 


good  criterion  of  the  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments  between  Great  Britain  and 
other  countries,  and  thereby  fhow, 
whether  there  is  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  any  coin  or  bullion  have  been 
exported  or  imported.  At  prefent, 
the  only  places  with  which  there 
fubfifts  any  regular  courfe  of  ex¬ 
change  with  Great  Britain,  are 
Lifbon  and  Hamburgh.  At  this 
laft  place,  a  great  proportion  of  the 
accounts  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  is  now 
fettled  and  paid.  The  par  of  ex¬ 
change  with  Lifbon  can  be  accu¬ 
rately  fritted ;  it  is  67^.  It  has- 
already  been  fhown,  from  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  fir  John  Hort  and  Mr. 
'Whitmore,  how  far  the  exchange 
between  London  and  Lifbon  has  been 
of  late  to  the  difad  vantage  of  this 
country;  and  their  account  of  it  is 
fully  confirmed  by  a  ftatement  of 
the  courfe  of  exchange  taken  from 
Caftaing’s  papers,  ini  cried  in  this 
report. 

With  refped  to  the  exchange  be- 
tweenGreat  Britain  and  Hamburgh, 
the  committee  have  not  been  able  to 
decide,  to  their  fatisfadion,  what  is 
the  actual  par  of  exchange  between 
London  and  Hamburgh.  The  wit- 
neffes  they  have  examined  have 
widely  differed,  with  refped  to  the 
par  of  exchange  between  thofe 
places.  The  committee,  however, 
have  inferted  in  the  minutes  pf  the 
evidence,  the  anfwers  of  Mr.  Boyd 
to  two  queftions  put  to  him,  and  a 
paper  prefented  to  this  committee 
by  one  of  the  members  of  it,  which 
throw  confiderable  light  on  this  in¬ 
tricate  fubjed,  and  will  account,  in 
fome  degree,  for  the  difficulty  the 
committee  had  experienced  in  deter¬ 
mining,  with  fufficient  accuracy,  the 
par  of  this  exchange. 

The  mercantile  accounts  in  Ham¬ 
burgh 
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burgh  and  London  have  a  reference 
to  different  metals.  Silver  appears 
to  be  the  common  coin  of  Ham¬ 
burgh,  and  gold  is,  in  that  place, 
rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  com¬ 
modity.  Gold  is  the  mercantile 
coin  of  Great  Britain,  and  filver  has 
been  for  many  years  only  a  com¬ 
modity,  which  has  no  fixed  price, 
and  is  very  rarely  carried  to  the 
mint  to  be  coined,  but  varies  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  demand  for  it  at  the 
market.  The  market  price  of  thefe 
precious  metals  appears  alfo  to  have 
an  influence  on  the  Banco  money  of 
Hamburgh,  in  which  the  exchanges 
are  reckoned.  It  is  probable,  that 
to  thefe  circumftances  is  to  be  im¬ 
puted  the  difficulty  of  determining 
the  par  of  exchange  between  London 
and  Hamburgh.  On  the  prelent 
fubjeCt,  therefore,  all  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  can  fay  with  certainty  is, 
that  according  to  the  evidence  of 
the  governor  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  (which  is  confirmed  by  a  paper 
annexed)  the  exchange  with  Ham¬ 
burgh  ceafed  to  be  unfavourable  to 
this  country,  in  March  1796,  be¬ 
came  more  favourable  in  the  month 
of  October  laft;  and  that  it  con¬ 
tinued  favourable  till  the  26th  of 
February,  when  the  order  of  council 
was  Blued ;  and  that  it  continues 
fo  ftill. 

The  committee  have  hitherto 
ftated  the  feveral  points  relating  to 
the  more  remote  caufes,  by  which 
the  circulation  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  general  ftate  of  the  bank,  may 
have  been  affeCted,  They  proceed 
now,  to  thofe  which  immediately 
preceded  the  26th  of  February  laft, 
and  more  dire&ly  contributed  to  the 
neceffity  of  the  order  of  council, 
which  was  iffued  on  that  day. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Ellifon,  that  a  few  weeks  pre¬ 


vious  to  the  26th  of  February,  two 
great  mercantile  banks  at  Newcastle 
flopped  payment  in  cafh,  owing  to 
the  effed  of  a  local  alarm,  fimilar, 
as  ftated  by  this  gentleman,  to  that 
in  1793,  which  occafioned  moft  of 
the  country  bankers  to  draw  large 
fums  of  money  from  the  metropolis, 
and  induced  them  to  keep  in  ftore 
larger  quantities  of  fpeeie,  than  be¬ 
fore  the  year  1793,  in  order  to  make 
their  payments,  if  fuch  fhould  bo 
required  of  them.  Mr.  Thornton 
confirms  in  general  this  account 
given  by  Mr.  Ellifon.  He  agrees 
alfo  with  Mr.  Ellifon,  with  refped 
to  the  demand  for  caff)  made  on  the 
metropolis  by  the  country  bankers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  fent  to  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where 
it  is  partly  kept  by  the  country 
bankers,  for  the  ufes  before  men¬ 
tioned,  and  partly  drawn  out  of  their 
hands  bv  individuals,  to  be  hoarded. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Thornton,  that  there  was,  at 
this  time,  alfo  a  demand  of  cath  to  be 
lent  from  the  metropolis  to  Scotland. 

But  thofe  demands  for  caffi  from 
the  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
were  not  the  only  caufes  of  the  em- 
barrafflnents  of  the  bank  of  England, 
at  this  period.  It  is  ftated  in  an 
account  delivered  by  Mr.  Puget, 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  of 
England,  and  agent  for  the  bank  of 
Ireland,  that  in  the  commencement 
of  the.  year  1797,  there  was  an  un* 
ufual  demand  of  cafh  made  on  the 
bank  of  England,  to  be  fent  to  Ire¬ 
land;  and  that  there  was  an  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  loan  being  intended, 
to  be  raifed  in  Great  Britain  for  the 
fervice  of  Ireland,  which  would  have 
neceffiarily  occafioned  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
coin  from  the  metropolis  to  the 
latter  kingdom.  It  is  proper  to 
*Pg  add, 
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add,  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
appears,  for  fome  weeks  previous 
to  the  iffuing  the  order  of  council  of 
the  26th  of  February,  to  have  ex¬ 
perienced  a  great  want  of  call), 
fimilar  to  that  which  was  experi¬ 
enced  in  Great  Britain. 

There  is  a  circumftance  that 
throws  a  confiderable  light  on  one 
at  leaft  of  the  caufes  which  pro¬ 
duced  this  great  demand  for  cafh  on 
the  bank.  It  appears  by  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ftate  of  the  hath  at  the 
bank,  at  different  periods,  as  laid 
before  the  committee,  that  the  great - 
eff  drain  of  cafh  which  the  hank  has 
experienced,  fubfequent  to  the  year 
3783,  was  in  March  and  June  1793, 
that  is,  a  fhort  time  after  the  failure 
of  the  country  banks  in  that  year ; 
and  in  the  commencement  of  the 
month  of  February  of  this  year,  that 
is,  a  fhort  time  after  the  New- 
caftle  banks  flopped  payment  in 
call),  and  when  the  alarms  before 
ft  a  ted,  produced  great  demands  for 
cafh,  from  different  parts  of  the 
country ;  fo  that,  in  both  thofe 
periods,  the  fame  caufe  appears  to 
have  produced  an  effeCfc  nearly  fimi¬ 
lar,  that  is,  a  very  unufual  drain  of 
cafh  from  the  bank. 

The  increafed  demand  for  cafh 
muff  bear  a  proportion  to  the  de- 
creafe  of  any  other  fort  of  circula¬ 
tion  that  is  a  fubflitute  for  it.  The 
committee  will  prefently  fhow,  to 
what  degree  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  England  had 
been  diminifhed,  immediately  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  26th  of  February  laft. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  decreafe  of 
country  bank  bills  in  circulation, 
Mr.  Thornton,  who  appears  to 
have  collected  his  evidence  from 
feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  with 
great  accuracy,  was  defired  by  the 
committee  to  deliver  in  an  account 


of  the  proportion  in  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  information,  coun¬ 
try  bank  bills  circulated  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  before 
the  failures  in  1793;  at  a  period 
fubfequent  to  that  year,  and  at  the 
prefent  time.s  This  account  may 
be  feen  at  large  in  the  evidence ; 
but  the  refult  is,  that  at  the  pre¬ 
fect  time,  the  circulation  of  thefe 
bills  is  in  one  part  of  the  kingdom 
not  more  than  about  a  third ;  in 
another,  not  more  than  half ;  and 
in  a  third,  but  a  fixth,  of  what 
was  in  circulation  before  the  year 
1793;  the  committee  have  al¬ 
ready  endeavoured  to  ffiow,  in  a 
former  part  of  this  fummary,  to 
what  degree  the  means  of  coining, 
and,  in  confequence  thereof,  the 
regular  fupply  of  new  coin  (which 
alone  could  till  up  the  void  occa- 
fioned  by  this  decreafe  of  circulating 
paper)  had  diminifhed  of  lar.e  years. 

From  the  evidence  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  bank,  and  from  the 
report  of  the  laft  fecret  committee, 
which  has  been  laid  before  this 
committee,  it  appears,  that  it  was 
not  fingly  the  diminifhed  ltate  of 
their  calh,  which  gave  the  directors 
any  great  alarm ;  the  governor  and 
Mr.  Bofanquet  rather  impute  this 
alarm  to  the  progreffively  increaf- 
ing  demands  for  cafh  upon  them, 
particularly  in  the  week  preceding 
the'  26th  of  February,  and  to  the 
reafons  they  had  to  apprehend  that 
thefe  demands,  and  the  confequent 
progreffive  reduction  of  cnafli,  would 
continue,  and  even  increafe;  and 
they  add,  that  this  drain  was  in 
great  part  owing  to  demands  for 
cafh  from  the  country,  fuch  de¬ 
mands  being  made  upon  the  bank 
indirectly  from  the  country,  but  di¬ 
rectly  from  the  bankers  of  London^ 
who  were  to  fupply  the  country. 

-  Tht 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


#2  15 


The  diredors  of  the  bank,  under 
the  impreffion  which  theie  alarms 
and.  ernbarraffmenis  had  occafion- 
ed,  appear  to  have  judged  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  dimmifn  their  notes  in  cir¬ 
culation,  and  the  confequent  de¬ 
mands  that  might  come  upon  them, 
fo  as  to  make  the  demands  more 
nearly  correfpond  with  the  ft  ate  of 
their  cafh.  It  will  be  feen,  in  the 
accounts  prefented  to  the.  commit¬ 
tee,  of  the  amount  of  bank  notes 
in  circulation,  at  ditlerent  periods, 
that  the  average  amount  of  thefe 
notes  in  circulation,  for  feveral  years 
previous  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1796,  may  be  ftated  at  between 
■j 0,000,000).  and  1 1.000, oool.  hard¬ 
ly  ever  falling  below  9,000,000b 
and  not  often  exceeding,  to  any 
great  amount,  1 1,000,000  1.  It  will 
appear,  by  one  of  the  afore-men¬ 
tioned  accounts,  that  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1796,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  1797,  the  amount  of 
the  bank  notes  in  circulation  was 
lefs  than  the  average  before  ftated  ; 
and  on  the  25th  of  February  laft,  it 
was  reduced  to  8,640,250  b 

It  is  true,  that  in  an  account 
prefented  to  the  committee,  of  the 
amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation 
in  the  years  1782,  1783,  and  1784, 
the  quantity  was  then  generally 
even  lefs  than  the  fum  laft  men¬ 
tioned  ;  but  at  that  time  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  kingdom  was  not 
even  one  half  of  what  it  is  at  pre¬ 
sent,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  account 
of  imports  and  exports  inferted  in 
-this  report. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  bank  notes  to  8,640,250  b 
immediately  previous  to  the  lfiumg 
the  order  in  council  of  the  26th  Fe¬ 
bruary,  was  owing,  to  any  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  demands  for  them  ;  tor 
at  that  time  the  merchants  of 


London  were  fubjed  to  difficulties, 
from  not  being  able  to  get  their  bills 
difcounted. 

The  diredors  of  the  bank  had, 
op  the  31ft  December,  1795,  come 
to  a  reiolution  to  diminish  their  dis¬ 
counts  ;  but  notwithstanding  that 
Fefolution,  they  did  not  diminifti 
the  amount  of  their  difcounts  in. 
the  courie  of  the  year  1796,  com¬ 
pared  with  what  they  were  111  1795, 
but  had  rather  increafed  them,  not 
however  to  fuch  an  extent,  as  to 
make  them  correfpond  with  the 
wants  of  the  commercial  world.  A 
conliderable  degree  of  diftrefs  con- 
fequently  enfued,  which  diftrefs  may 
alfo  be  imputed  to  another  caufe, 
in  evidence  before  the  committee. 
By  law,  no  man  is  to  take  more 
than  5  b  per  cent,  intereft  for  mo¬ 
ney  lent  or  advanced  by  him;  and 
this  reftridion  is  underftood  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  bankers  in  the  buftnefs  of 
difcounting ;  fo  that  in  time  of 
war,  when  a  much  greater  intereft 
than  5 1.  per  cent,  can  be  made  of 
money,  upon  government  fecuri- 
ties,  the  difcounts  which  merchants 
obtain  from  bankers  and  other  in¬ 
dividuals,  are  neceffarily  much  di- 
minifhed,  and  they  are  forced,  on, 
that  account,  to  refort  diredly  to 
the  bank. 

Some  of  the  per.fons  whom  the 
committee  examined  on  this  part 
of  the  fubjed,  have  exprefted  a 
ftrorig  opinion  of  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  produced  by  the  condud  of 
the  bank,  in  diminiftiing  their  notes 
in  circulation,  and  m  i^ftriding 
their  difcounts. 

One  of  thefe  perfons  is  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  an  increafed  quantity  of 
bank  notes,  proportioned  to  the 
increafed  occafton  for  them,  muft 
tend  to  prevent  a  demand  /of 
guineas  rather  than  to  promote  it; 
*  P  4  .apd 
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and  that  if  the  quantity  of  notes 
iffued  is  very  confiderafely  lefs  than 
the  occafions  of  the  mercantile 
world  require,  a  run  upon  the  bank 
will  be  the  confequence.  He  is  of 
opinion  alfo,  that  the  directors  of 
the  bank  do  not  avail  themfelves 
of  the  full  extent  of  their  credit; 
and  that  the  caution  neceffary  to  be 
obferved  l)}7  private  bankers  in  the 
amount  of  their  bills,  does  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  cafe  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  for  feveral  reafons  which  he 
affigns.  A  great  quantity  of  bank 
notes,  in  his  opinion,  is  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  the  circulation  of  the 
metropolis;  and  that  in  this  refped, 
it  is  immaterial  whether  thefe  notes 
are  iffued  for  advances  made  to  go¬ 
vernment,  or  in  dilcounts  to  private 
perfons,  except  that  in  the  laff 
cafe,  thofe  whofe  bills  are  difcount- 
ec!  to  a  greater  extent,  may  fup- 
pofe  that  more  relief  is  granted  to 
them.  He  allows,  however,  that 
as  the  bank  difcounts,  even  in  time 
of  war,  at  5I,  per  cent,  there  may 
be  a  greater  difpofition  to  borrow 
of  the  bank  at  5  1.  per  cent,  than  it 
may  be  prudent  always  for  the  bank 
to  comply  with. 

Another  of  thofe  gentlemen  is 
of  opinion,  that  the  refolution  of 
the  bank  to  reftrid  their  difcounts, 
excited  an  alarm  and  diftruft  that 
led  to  an  increafe  of  the  drain  of 
their  cafh ;  that  it  has  contributed 
alfo  to  the  forced  fale  and  depre¬ 
ciation  of  public  fecurities,  and  to 
other  embarraffments  oceafioned  by 
an  infufficient  1’upply  of  bank  notes 
and  cafh  ;  which  lu p ply  has  not 
kept  pace  with  the  demand  ariling 
from  the  employment  and  circula¬ 
tion  of  active  capital,  particularly 
for  the  laff  fifteen  months  :  and  he 
alfo  is  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
n'Ol  fignify  materially  to  the  public, 
"S 


whether  the  quantum  of  bank 
notes  introduced  into  circulation, 
was  created  by  difeounting  bills  for 
the  merchants,  or  by  advances  to. 
government. 

The  committee  have  judged  it 
right  to  ftate  the  caufes  affigned  by 
thefe  gentlemen,  of  the  diftrefs  that 
has  lately  prevailed  bom  the  want 
of  fufficient  means  of  circulation 
in  cc/mmercial  traniactions :  the 
committee,  however,  do  not  mean 
to  decide,  whether  the  bank  direc¬ 
tors  might  not  have  folid  reafons 
for  their  conduct  in  this  refped, 
or  to  convey  any  opinion  on  this 
doubtful  and  delicate  queftion  ;  but 
conceive  it  their  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  a  point  of 
fo  great  importance,  and  refer  the 
houfe  to  the  arguments  Hated  more 
at  large  in  the  evidence. 

The  committee  have  thus  gone 
through  the  chief  points  which 
have  occurred  in  their  inquiry  re- 
fpeding  the  caufes  which  produced, 
the  order  in  council  of  the  26th  of 
February  laft,  as  refulting  from  the 
evidence  taken  by  them,  and  the 
accounts  laid  before  them.  They 
fubmit  the  fame  to  the  confide  ra¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe ;  but  as  the  mi¬ 
nutes  of  their  proceedings  are  in- 
ferted  in  the  former  part  of  this 
report,  and  as  the  houfe  is  thereby 
poffeffed  of  the  evidence  on  the 
whole  of  this  fubjed,  in  great  de¬ 
tail,  the  members  of  it  will  be  en¬ 
abled  to  fupply  any  omiffions,  and 
to  cor  red  any  defeds  which  may 
be  found  in  this  fummary. 

The  committee  being  defirous  of 
confining  themfelves  to  thofe  mat¬ 
ters  on  which  they  have  thought 
proper  to  call  evidence,  and  fen- 
fible  of  the  difficulty  (even  at  all 
times)  of  appreciating  the  extent 
and  influence  of  alarm,  forbear  from 

adverting 
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adverting  to  the  effects  produced 
upon  the  ftate  of  pecuniary  tranf- 
adtions  and  circulation,  by  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  mvafion  generally 
prevalent  towards  the  clpfe  of  the 
laft  year,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent,  but  of  which  the  opera¬ 
tion  mull  doubtlefs  have  been  con- 
fiderable.  Nor  will  they  attempt 
to  eftimate  how  far  the  interruption 
given  to  the  banking  operations  of 
many  great  commercial  cities,  by 
the  troubles  and  calamities  which 
have  agitated  Europe,  and  the  en¬ 
tire  ruin  of  many  commercial 
houfes  and  eftahlhhmenfs,  may 
have  tended  to  derange  the  ac- 
cuftomed  courfe  and  confidence  of 
general  circulation. 

The  committee  think  it  fufficient 
merely  to  enumerate  confiderations 
of  fuch  general  notoriety,  and  to 
fubmit  them,  without  farther  ob¬ 
servation,  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
houfe. 


Copy  of  Refolutions  moved  by  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  May  15,  1797, 
in  confequence  of  the  above  Re¬ 
port.' — The  previous  queftion  was 
carried  on  the  whole  Series. 

\ 

1.  “  THAT  it  appears  to  this 
houfe,  that  fubfequent  to  the  month 
of  June,  1795?  and  during  the  year 
1796,  a  great  diminution  was  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  fpecie  of  the  bank 
of  England. 

2.  That  the  governor  and  de¬ 
puty  governor  of  the  bank  did,  at 
various  times,  represent  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  danger 
to  the  bank,  from  the  diminution 
of  its  lpecie,  particularly  at  the 
following  periods  : 

11  th  December,  1794  > 

10th  October,  1795,; 


23d  October,  1795 ; 

1 8th  November.  1795  ; 

3d  December,  1795; 

15th  and  16th  January,  17965 
28th  January,  1706; 

5th  and  8th  February,  17965 
nth  February,  1796; 

8th,  loth,  and  21ft  February, 

*797- 

3-  That  it  appears,  that  during 
thefe  periods  the  directors  of  the 
bank  frequently  remon  ft  rated  with 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  on 
the  magnitude  of  their  advances  to 
government, anxiou  fly  requiring  pay¬ 
ment,  or  a  confide rable  reduction  of 
the  fame  ;  but  that  neverthelefs, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
not  only  negle&ed  to  comply  with 
the  object  of  thofe  remonftrances, 
but  nfualiy,  under  pretence  of  the 
neceffity  of  the  public  fervice,  re¬ 
newed  his  demands  for  farther  aid  ; 
and  that  under  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe,  as  hated  to  them  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank  were,  from  time 
to  time,  induced  to  content  to  far¬ 
ther  accommodation. 

4.  That  it  appears,  that  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  frequently 
folicited  fuch  farther  accommoda¬ 
tion  in  the  molt  anxious  and  prelf- 
ing  terms;  declaring,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  avoid  the  mo  ft  ferious 
embarraffments  to  the  public  fer¬ 
vice,  unlefs  the  bank  directors  af¬ 
forded  the  affiftance  he  required, 

5.  That  it  appears,  that  although, 
by  thefe  means  the  directors  of.  the 
hank  were  induced’  to  comply  with 
his  demands,  they  generally  ex- 
preffed  their  reluctance  in  ftrong 
language;  and  that  they  at  lab, 
that  is  to  fay,  on  the  28th  of  July/ 
1796,  thought  it  neceffary  for  their 
own  j uftification,  to  requeft  the. 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  lay 

before 
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Ibefore  his  majefly's  cabinet,  their 
si) oft  ferious  and  folemn  remon¬ 
strance  ;  in  which  they  declare, 
that,  u  fesdible  of  the  alarming  and 
dangerous  hate  of  public  credit, 
nothing  could  induce  them  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  demand  then  made 
*ipon  them,  but  the  dread  that  this 
refufal  might  be  productive  of  a 
greater  evil/' 

6.  That  it  appears,  that  during 
the  above  period,  a  confiderahle 
portion  of  the  bank  advances  was 
occafioned  by  payments  of  bills  of 
exchange  drawn  on  the  treafury 
from  abroad. 

7.  That  it  appears,  that  it  had 
feldom  been  the  cuftom  of  the 
'bank  of  England  to  advance,  on 
the  account  of  fuch  bills,  more 
than  from  20,000  1.  to  30,000  T; 
and  that  even  during  the  American 
war,  fuch  bills  never  exceeded  at 
any  one  time  the  fum  of  150,000  b  ; 
the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  having 
iorefeen  and  provided  again  ft  the 
■mifehief  of  fimilar  advances,  by  a 
claufe  in  an  aft  p ailed  in  .he  5th 
year  of  William  and  Mary,  by 
which  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  bank  of  England  weie  re- 
^trained  from  advancing  any  fums 
of  money,  other  than  on  fuch 
funds  on  which  a  credit  is  granted 
by  parliament. 

8.  That  it  appears,  that  from  and 
after  the  year  1793,  at  which  time 
an  abfc  of  parliament  paffed,  con¬ 
taining  a  claufe,  by  which  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank  are  indemnified 
for  the  advances  they  had  made  on 
bills  drawn  from  abroad,  and  ex¬ 
empted  in  future  from  the  penal¬ 
ties  of  the  faid  aft  of  William  and 
Mary,  refpefling  fuch  advances  to 
government,  the  amount  of  trea- 
jury  bills  paid  at  the  bank  continu¬ 
ed  progreffively  to  iijcreafe;  and 


that  between  the  lit  of  January 
1795,  and  the  25th  of  February 
1797,  fums  to  the  amount  of  up¬ 
wards  of  15,000,000!.  were  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  advanced,  to  govern¬ 
ment  upon  this  head. 

g.  That  it  appears,  that  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank  did,  at  various 
times  during  the  years  1795,  1796, 
and  1797,  apply  to  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  for  repayment  of 
fuch  advances,  and  reprefent  to  him 
the  ruinous  confequences  to  them- 
felves  and  to  the  public,  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  fyftern  of  making  trea- 
fury  bills  payable  at  the  bank;  and 
that  they  even  declared  they  con¬ 
ceived  it  to  be  “  ah  unconititu- 
tional  mode  of  railing  money,  and 
what  they  were  not  warranted  by 
their  charter  to  confent  to.” 

10.  That  it  appears,  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  did,  at 
various  times  in  that  period,  under¬ 
take  to  reduce  the  advances  on  that 
head  within  the  fum  of  500,000  !. 
and  likewife  fo  to  arrange  his  pay¬ 
ments  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  ac¬ 
count;  but  th at  never thelefs  the  faid 
promifes  never  were  kept  by  him, 
and  that  the  advances  on  treafury 
bills,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1797, 
amounted  to  1,619,049  b  1 

1 1.  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe, 
that  foreign  remittances  to  a  much 
larger  amount  than  ever  were 
known  in  the  moil  expenfive  wars 
in  which  this  country  has  been  in¬ 
volved,  have  taken  place  fince  the 
year  1793. 

12.  That  the  extent  of  fuch  re¬ 
mittances  occafioned,  at  fo  early  a 
period  as  the  end  of  the  year  1794, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  year  1795, 
great  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  di¬ 
rectors,  which  they  at  various  pe¬ 
riods  communicated  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  -the  exchequer;  and  that 
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on  the  3d  of  December,  1795,  the 
court  of  directors,  under  the  appre- 
benlion  that  it  was  intended  to  grant 
a  farther  loan  to  the  emperor, 
came  to  a  refolution,  by  which  they 
declared  their  unanimous  opinion, 
that  ihould  Inch  a  loan  take  place, 
it  would  be  1110ft  fatal  in  its  confe- 
que rices  to  the  bank  of  England. 
“  That  they  communicated  inch 
refolution  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  who  allured  them  he 
ihould  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  it, 
unlefs  the  lituation  of  things  re¬ 
lative  to  the  bank  ihould  fo  alter, 
as  to  -render  fuch  a  loan  of  no 
importance  or  inconvenience  to 
them/’ 

t 

13.  That  on  the  5 th  of  February, 
1796,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  after  ftating,  in  converfation 
with  the  governor  and  deputations 
from  the  bank  of  England,  his  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  neceffity  of  farther  af- 
fifting  the  emperor,  promifed  to 
take  no  flop  in  that  bufmefs  with¬ 
out  previoutly  communicating  to 
them  his  intention. 

14.  That  on  the  llth  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1796,  the  directors  of  the 
bank  p ailed  unanimoufly  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolution : 

“  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  court,  founded  upon  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  effects  of  the  late 
imperial  loan,  that  if  any  farther 
loan,  or  advance  of  money,  to  the 
emperor,  or  to  any  other  foreign 
bate,  ihould,  in  the  prefent  bate  of 
affairs,  take  place,  it  will  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  prove  fatal  to  the  bank  of 
England. 

“  The  court  of  directors,  there¬ 
fore,  do  mob  earnebly  deprecate 
the  adoption  of  any  fuch  meafure, 
and  they  folemnly  proteft  agaanft 
any  refponftbiiity  for  the  calami¬ 


tous  confequences  that  may  follow 
thereupon/’ 

To  which  refolution,  when  com¬ 
municated  to  him,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  returned  for  an- 
Ever,  “  That  after  the  repeated  in¬ 
timations  which  he  had  given  to 
the  governor,  &c.  of  the  bank,  that 
no  farther  loan  to  the  emperor 
would  be  refolved  on  without  previ¬ 
ous  communication  with  the  bank, 
he  did  not  fee  any  reafon  for  thefe 
resolutions;  that  he  did  fuppofe 
they  were  adopted  in  a  moment  of 
alarm,  and  that  he  Ihould  confider 
them  in  that  light.”  , 

15.  That  both  from  the  general 
tenor  of  the  laid  anfwer,  and  from 
its  particular  reference  to  the  fub- 
banee  and  matter  of  the  refolution 
then  cooimunicated  to  him,  he 
gave  the  governor,  &c.  of  the  bank 
to  underband,  that  he  was  bound 
by  promile  to  them,,  to  negotiate 
no  loan  for  the  fervic'e  of  his  im¬ 
perial  majeby,  nor  to  make  any  re¬ 
mittance  either  to  his  laid  imperial 
majeby,  or  any  foreign  prince, 
under  any  pretences  whatever,  with¬ 
out  previoutly  communicating  fuch 
his  intention  to  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land;  that  the  directors  fo  under- 
bood  him;  and  that,  imprehed  with 
that  belief,  they  abbained  from 
making  any  further  remoubrance 
011  this  fubject. 

j6.  That  neverthelefs,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  for  fume 
time  prior  to  Februaiy  11,  1796, 
clandebinely  remitted,  and  did  for 
feveral  months  fubffequent,  clandef- 
tinely  remit,  to  his  laid  imperial 
majeby,  and  other  foreign  princes, 
large  ferns  of  money,  m  defiance  of 
his  repeated  promotes,  and  m  vio¬ 
lation  of  his  folernn  engagement 
with  the  bank  of  England,  and 

confequent 
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confequent  upon  their  refolution  of 
the  11th  of  February. 

17.  Tiiat/it  appears,  that  if  the 
faid  advances  of  the  bank  to  govern¬ 
ment  had  been  paid  off  when  re¬ 
quired,  or  confiderab.ly  reduced, 
the  bank  would  have  been  enabled 
to  reduce,  if  expedient,  the  amount 
of  its  outftanding  notes ;  and  that 
fuch  option  would  have  been  of 
eflential  fervice  to  its  interefts. 

18.  That  it  appears,  from  the 
evidence  of  the  governor  and  de- 

1 — 7 

paty  governor  of  the  bank,  that 
if  the  laid  advances  had  been  paid 
off  when  required,  or  confiderably 
reduced,  the  bank  would  have 
been  enabled  to  give  more  ex¬ 
tended  aid  to  the  mercantile  in- 
tereft  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  way 
of  difcount. 

19.  That  it  appears,  that  if  the 
advances  on  the  treafury  bills  had 
been  paid  off  when  required,  and 
as  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  promifed,  and  the  foreign  re¬ 
mittances  abstained  from,  as  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
likewife  promifed,  there  would  have 
■ex riled  no  neceffity  for  fufpending 
the  due  and  ordinary  courfe  of  the 
bank  payments  in  cafh. 

20.  That  it  appears  to  this 
houfe,  upon  an  attentive  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  evidence  reported  by 
4he  fecret  committee,  upon  a  mi¬ 
nute  perufal  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  governor  and  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  bank  of  England  and 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
during  the  years  1795,  *79^  and 
3797,  and  after  a  thorough  review 
of  the  whole  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  that  the  neglect  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  in  difcharg- 
ing,  or  fufficiently  diminifhing,  the 
amount  of  the  fums  advanced  to 

s' 


government  by  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  his  perfeverance  in  direct¬ 
ing  treafury  bills  of  exchange  to  an 
amount  unexampled  to  te  paid  at 
the  hank ;  his  frequent  promifes,  and 
conftant  breach  of  thofe  promifes, 
to  reduce  their  amount  within  the 
fum  of  500,000  b;  and  the  enor¬ 
mous  amount  of  his  remittances 
to  foreign  princes  in  loans  and 
fubfidies,  were  the  principal  and 
leading  caufes  which  produced  the 
neceffity  for  fufpending  the  due  and 
ordinary  courfe  of  the  bank  pay¬ 
ments  in  cafh.” 


Report  of  the  Secret  Committee , 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
Financial  State  of  the  Nation. 

I. — The  public  Funded  Debt. 
THE  total  amount  of  the  public 
debts,  as  they  flood  upon  the 
5th  of  January,  1793,  appears 
to  have  been,  in  funded  capital, 
£.238,231,248  5.  2j„ 
And  the  total  of  the  annual  intereft 
and  charge  of  the  public  funded 
debt  at  that  period  amounted  to 

5,866.  4.  3|. 
The  public  debts  which  arofe  be¬ 
tween  the  5th  day  of  January, 
1793,  and  the  5th  of  January, 
1797,  appear  to  have  been  creat¬ 
ed  by  the  raffing  of  59,000,000b 
fterling  upon  loans,  and  by  the 
funding  of  navy,  victualling,  and 
tranfport  bills,  to  the  amount  of 
7,624,8961.  6  s.  id.  fterling; 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the 
fum  of  £.  66,624,896.  6.  1. 
And  it  appears  that,  in  confequence 
thereof,  the  total  amount  of  the 
public  debts  created  between  the 
5th  of  January,  1793,  and  the 
5th  of  January,  1 797,  was  in  fund¬ 
ed  capital  £.88,840,122.  14*  °-! 
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And  the  total  of  the  annual  interef 
and  charges  upon  the  above  in- 
create  of  debt,  was 

£.3,181,623.  13.  8. 
The  total  funded  capital  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt  was  therefore,  upon  the 
5th  of  January,  1797, 

£.327,071;, 370.  19.  2f. 
And  the  total  annual  intereft  and 
charge  of  the  public  funded  debt, 
was  -  £.12.507,489.  o.  11J. 

Your  committee  think  it  neceffary 
further  to  fate,  that  in  order  to 
fliew  corredtly  the  complete  amount 
of  the  annual  charge,  the  fum  of 
1,000,000  1.  iffued  to  the  commif- 
fioners  for  reducing  the  national 
debt,  fhould  be  added  to  the  m« 
teref  and  charges  of  the  debt  ex- 
ifting  on  the  5th  of  January,  1793; 
and  that  a  further  annual  fum,  in 
refpebt  of  the  1 1.  per  centum  per 
annum,  on  capital  funded  fmce  the 
5  th  of  January,  1793,  payable  to 
the  faid  commiffioners,  amounting 
to  923,154!.  19  s.  4  d.  fhould  be 
added  alfo  to  the  interefl;  and 
charges  of  the  debt  created  fmce 
that  period. 

Thefe  being  taken  together,  viz. 
*>923,154!.  19s.  4d.  and  added  to 
the  former  films,  viz.  12,507,489!. 
17s.  1 1  Id.  the  total  annual  charge 
of  the  public  funded  debt,  in¬ 
cluding  the  fums  applicable  to 
the  reduction  thereof,  as  it  hood 
upon  the  5th  of  January,  1797, 
was  -  £.  14,430,644.  17.  3i. 

Your  committee  alfo  beg  leave 
to  obferve,  that  neither  the  amount 
of  the  flock  created  by  funding  cer¬ 
tain  navy,  victualling,  tranfport, 
and  exchequer  bills,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  feffion,  nor  by  the 
loan  of  eighteen  millions  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  1797,  are  no¬ 
ticed  in  the  flatement ;  as  they  nei¬ 


ther  are,  nor,  by  the  courfe  of  the 
exchequer,  could  be  included  in 
the  account  made  up  to  the  period 
marked  out  by  the  infru&ions  to 
your  committee. 

It  appears,  however, that  the  capital 
flock,  created. by  funding  the  bills 
amounting  to  13,029,399!.  8  s. 

was  -  £.21,575,77400 

The  loan  -  20,250,000  o  o 

Total  £.41,825,774  o  o 

The  total  of  the  annual  intereft 
and  charges,  and  il.  per  cent, 
upon  the  above  additional  debt, 
amounts  to  £.2,151,250.  1.  o. 

Your  committee,  in  concluding 
this  part  of  their  enquiries,  think  it 
right  to  obferve,  upon  the  total  of 
the  capital  ftock  fo  created  and  fo 
conftituting  the  public  funded  debt, 
iff,  That  its  amount  is  not  to  be 
confidered  as  if  it  could  only  be  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  a  redemption  at  par  5 
inafmuch  as  the  progreffive  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  national  debt  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  finking  fund  conffantly  operates, 
by  buying  up  the  debt  according 
to  the  current  price  of  the  flocks  ; 
the  effect  of  which  they  have  en¬ 
tered  into  more  fully  in  a  fubfequent 
part  of  this  report. 

2dly,  That  the  funded  capital  of 
the  public  debt  includes  in  it  the 
amount  of  the  capital  purchafed  by 
the  commiffioners  for  reducing  the 
national  debt. 

And,  3dly,That  the  annual  charge 
upon  the  public,  by  way  of  interefl. 
and  annuities  for  terms,  includes  in 
it  the  interefl  of  the  ft ock  purchafed 
by  the  commiffioners,  and  alfo  of  the 
annuities  which  have  expired. 

Your  committee  think  it  alfo 
proper  to  fate  here,  that  by  fatute 
35  George  III,  chapter  93,  provi¬ 
sion  was  made  for  guaranteeing  the 

payment 
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payment  of  the  dividends  on  a  loan 
of  4,600,000  l.,  on  account  of  the 
emperor ;  under  the  authority  of 
which  ftatute  there  has  been  created 
fn  capital  dock,  3  1.  per  cents. 

.  £-3>833>333*  6.8. 
And  in  annuities  for  twenty-five 
years,  from  the  ift  of  May,  1794, 

£,230,000.  G.  O. 

Taxes. 

The  committee  proceed  firft  to 
ftate  the  produce  of  each  of  the 
four  years,  preceding  the  5th  of 
January,  1797,  of  the  permanent 
taxes  which  exifted  previous  to  the 
5th  of  January,  1793. 

Upon  the  refult  of  their  examina¬ 
tion,  the  .committee  find  the  ac¬ 
tual  average  produce  of  the  per¬ 
manent  taxes,  for  thefe  four 
years,  to  be  about  13,780,000!. 
without  adding  the  deficiency 
occafioned  by  the  flop  page  of 
diftilleries. 

The  feledl  committee  of  1791  efti- 
.  mated  the  probable  produce  of 
the  permanent  taxes  to  be 

£.  13,472,000. 

From  this  fum  mull  be  deduced 
the  average  produce  of  the  taxes 
repealed  in  1792,  amounting,  as 
appears  by  papers  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  10th 
and  15th  of  February,  1792,  to 
about  223,000  k  leaving  a  fum  of 

£.  13,249,000. 

Your  committee  have  alfo  thought 
it  proper  to  ascertain  the  average 
produce  of  the  permanent  taxes 
during  the  four  years  which  im¬ 
mediately  preceded  the  prefen t 
war ;  and  they  find  the  fame  to 
have  been,  alter  allowing  for  the 
dedu&ion  of  the  (hop-tax,  and 
the  duties  repealed  in  1792,  about 

£.  13,831,000. 


Your  committee  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  obferving,  that  the  a&ual 
produce  of  the  fame  taxes,  on  the 
average  of  the  four  years  of  war 
(without  making  any  allowance 
lor  the  ftoppage  of  the  diftille¬ 
ries)  exceeds  the  efiimate  formed 
in  1791,  by  above  530,000k;  and 
is  below  their  average  produce 
in  the  four  preceding  years  of 
peace  only,  by  -  £.  50,000. 

Your  committee  have  next  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  examine  the  produce 
of  the  feveral  taxes  provided  for 
defraying  the  increai'ed  charge  of 
the  public  debt,  from  the  5th  of 
January,  1793,  to  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1797;  diftinguifhing  the 
produce  of  each  year. 


Upon  this  examination  they  find 


that  the  duties  continued  in 
produced 


1793, 


In 


£.  247,638 
248,858 
202,385 

966,813 


o  o 
10  6 
o  o 
o  o 


1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

That  the  duties  continued  and 
impofed  in  1794,  produced 
In  1794  -  £.618,040  13  4! 

1795  -  822,122  9  of 

1796  -  Si8,863  4  7 1 

That  the  duties  impofed  in  1795/ 

produced 


In 


1795  - 

1796  - 


-6 


F373, 000 
1  >332,794 


9 

19 


4 1 


And  they  find  that  the  duties 
impofed  in  1796,  had  produced,  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1797, 

£.  604,644  9  2§ 
In  hating  the  produce  of  thefe 
feveral  taxes,  your  committee  think 
it  neeefifary  to  obferve,  that  the 
produce  of  new  duties  within  the 
firft  year  of  their  being  impofed, 
can  feldom  afford  coned;  means  of 
eftimating  their  real  produdtiveneis. 
In  feme  inftauces  the  firft  year  has 

been 


/ 
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been  more  productive  than  fubfe- 
(juent  years  ;  but,  in  general,  the 
hi  ft  year  has  been  lets  productive, 
the  colle&ion  of  moft  duties  not 
taking  place  before  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  current  year  has  elapfed, 
and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  fraction  of  the  current 
year  not  being  paid  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer  till  after  the  termination 
of  that  year,  and  the  modes  of  col¬ 
lection  not  being  brought  at  their 
beginning  to  their  greateft  degree 
of  efficacy,  an  accurate  eftimate  of 
it  cannot  be  made  from  the  amount 
of  its  produce  which  appears  upon 
the  exchequer  account. 

Your  committee  were,  however, 
delirous  of  examining  how  far  the 
produce  of  the  taxes,  impofed  in 
the  three  firft  years  of  the  war  (of 
which  alone,  at  prefent,  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  been  enabled  to  form 
any  adequate  judgment)  appears 
fufficient  to  defray  the  charges  of 
fuch  part  of  the  public  debt  as  has 
been  funded  during  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod.  For  this  purpofe  they  have 
looked  to  the  year  moft  did  ant 
from  their  commencement,  as  af¬ 
fording,  for  the  reafons  above  given, 
the  beft  means  to  judge  of  their 
.  produCtivenefs. 

H  1793?  they  find  that  the  annual 
charge  upon- the  public,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  intereft,  manage¬ 
ment,  and  ll.  per  cent,  upon 
the  debt  funded  in  1793,  was 

£.252,812 

The  produce  of  the  duties  anfwer- 
able  for  this  charge  was,  in  the 
year  1796,  only  -  £.  166,813 

But  your  committee  think  it  their 
duty  to  obferve,  that  this  produce 
xnuft  have  been  materially  affedted 
by  the  ftoppage  of  the  diftilleries,  , 


which  prevailed  from  June  1795  to 
November  1796. 

In  1794,  the  annual  charge  upon 
the  public,  00  account  of  the. 
intereft,  management,  and  il.  per 
cent,  on  the  debt  funded  in  1794, 
appears  to  be  -  £.773,824 

The  produce  of  the  duties  con¬ 
tinued  and  impofed  in  that  year, 
appears  to  have  been,  in  the  year 
3  796  -  -  £.818,868 

In  1795?  the  annual  charge  upon 
the  public,  on  account  of  the 
intereft,  management,  and  ib 
per  cent,  upon  the  debt  funded 
^  in  1795,  was  -  £.  1,227,415. 

The  produce  of  the  duties  anfwer- 
able  for  this  charge  was,  in  the 
year  j  796  -  £.1,332,794 

In  1796,  the  charge  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic,  for  the  intereft,  management, 
and  il.  per  cent,  upon  the  debt 
created,  was  -  £.1,851,226 

The  actual  receipt  at  the  exche¬ 
quer,  of  the  duties  impofed  in 
that  year  was,  on  the  5th  of 
January,  1797  -  £.604,644 

Your  committee,  for  many  of  the 
reafons  above  aftigned,  do  not  think 
it  poffible  for  them  at  prefent  to 
form,  upon  fimilar  grounds,  an  efti¬ 
mate  of  a  whole  year's  produce  of 
the  duties  impofed  in  1796;  neither 
do  they  think  it  advifabie  to  delay 
this  their  firft  report,  by  entering 
into  any  detailed  examination  of  the 
particulars ;  they  feel  it,  however, 
their  duty  to  obferve,  that  no  ade¬ 
quate  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the 
future  produce  of  thefe  taxes,  from 
the  adiual  receipt  at  the  exchequer 
at  the  abovementioned  period. 

1 1 1. —Unfunded  Debt  and  Demands 
outftandmg. 

Your  committee  have  next  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  examine  and  ftate  the 

amount 
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amount  of  the  unfunded  debt  and 
demands  outftanding  on  the  5th  of 
January  1797,  under  the  heads  of 
Exchequer,  Treafury,  Army,  Bar¬ 
racks,  Ordnance,  and  Navy,  as 
ftated  by  the  refpec'tive  offices  in 
the  feveral  accounts  annexed,  re- 
ferving  to  themfelves  the  liberty  of 
Hating  in  any  future  report  any 
further  information  or  observations 
thereupon,  which  a  more  detailed 
invefligation  may  enable  them  to 
lay  before  the  houfe.  They  have 
diftinguifhed  under  each  head  :  ift, 
What  part  of  the  unfunded  debt 
has  been  provided  for  ;  2d,  What 
part,  although  provided  for  by  the 
grants  of  former  years,  had  not  been 
paid  on  the  5th  of  January,  1797, 
by  reafon  of  the  confolidated  fund 
not  having  produced  the  furplus  afc 
which  it  was  eftimated  ;  and,  gdly, 
What  part  appears  at  prefent  to  be 
unprovided  for. 

Totals  of  the  Unfunded  Debt. 

1.  Charged  on  funds  which  were  in- 

fufficient  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1797  "  £-  3,284,012  6  if 

2.  Unprovided  for  1 2,736,900  o  pf 

£.16, 020, $12  6  si 


3.  Provided  for,  being  the  anticipa¬ 
tion,  in  the  ufual  form,  upon  the 
land  and  malt  taxes, 

£.  5,682,000.  o.  o. 

Your  committee  think  proper  to 
obferve  in  this  place,  that  (befides 
what  may  be  due  to  the  public  upon 
monies  imprefted,and  balances  from 
public  accountants)  the  following 
fums  have  been  advanced  by  way 
of  loan,  and  now  remain  due  to 
the  public  : 

Advanced  by  way  of  loan  to  the 
emperor  -  £.  i,42o:,ooo. 

Ditto  for  relief  of  the  iflands  of 
Grenada  and  St.  Vincent, 

£.910,000. 

Ditto  paid  on  bills  drawn  by  the 
treafurers  of  the  faid  iflands,  for 
the  purch&fe  of  provifions,  &c. 

£.  140,000. 

Remitted  in  fpecie  to  Ireland  52,500. 

And  a  further  fum  of  600,000 1.  is 
propofed  to  be  advanced  to  the 
planters  of  Grenada  and  St,  Vin¬ 
cent,  included  in  the  ftatement  of 
the  fupply  for  the  prefent  year, 

£.  600,000. 


IV. — Eftimates. 

Your  committee  have  next  proceeded  to  examine  and  Hate  the  ex¬ 
pected  total  amount  of  the  public  expences  for  the  year  ending  th«  5th  of 
January,  1798,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  now  be  afeertain'ed  or  eftimated  by 
the  feveral  offices ;  and  they  find  the  eftimates  are  as  follow  ;  viz. 

1.  Navy  -  -  -  -  “  _  -  -£-12, 935,496  0  0 

In  this  eftimate  no  future  charge  is  included  for. 
neutral  cargoes, as  the  value  has  notyetbeen  afeertain- 
ed  by  the  affeffors  appointed  by  the  Admiralty  Court. 

2.  Army.  v 

Ordinary  expences  -  '  -  £.6,897,958  5l  ,  „ 

Extraordinaries  for  1797  -  ~  4,137,000  of  *’  5 

The  extraordinaries  of  the  %rmy  for  the  current  - - — ■ - 

year  appear  now  to  be  brought  forward,  for  the  firft  23,970,454  5  o 

time,  by  way  of  eftimate,  having  always  conftituted 
a  part  of  the  charge  of  the  fucceeding  year. 


Brought 
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Brought  forward 


3* 

4* 

5* 


£-23,97°>454 

449,076 

1,321,024 


5 

o 

9 
2  7 


350,000 

200,000 


o 

o 


o 

o 

2 

6 


Barracks  - 
Ordnance  - 

Mifcellaneous  fervices  -  1,149,843 

In  this  fum  are  included  600,000 1.  propofed  to  be 
lent  to  perfons  cenneded  with  and  trading  to  the 
illands  Of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent,  and  alio  a  fur¬ 
ther  fum  of  464,920 1.  17s.  6d.  for  articles  which 
it  has  been  ufual  to  pay,  in  the  firft  inftanee,  out 
of  the  civil  lift,  and  to  propofe  afterwards  to  par¬ 
liament  to  vote  a  fum  fufficient  to  repay  what  has 
been  fo  advanced. 

6.  A  fum,  upon  account,  for  making  temporary  ad¬ 
vances,  by  way  of  loan,  for  the  ferviee  of  the  emperor 

The  following  articles  were  ftated  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  aspart  of  the  fuppfy  for  the  year  1 797 ;  viz. 

7.  Deficiency  of  land  and  malt 

8.  Commiffioners  for  national  debt  -  - 

Add  to  thefe  a  vote  of  credit,  which  your  committee 

are  informed  is  intended  to  be  propofed  to  parliament  2,^00,000  o  o 

£.30,440,398  11  8 


500,000  o  0 


o 


The  repayments  to  the  bank  of 
'  1,023,000b  ftated  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  as  part  of  the 
fupply  for  1797,  are  omitted  here, 
as  having  been  included  in  the  fum 
of  1,154,000  b  ftated  to  be  a  part  of 
the  unfunded  debt  of  the  exchequer, 
not  fufficiently  provided  for  on  the 
5th  of  January,  1797. 

V. — Ways  and  Means. 

Your  committee  find,  that  the 
ways  and  means  already  propofed 
for  the  year  1797,  confift  of 
Articles  voted;  viz. 

Land  and  malt  -  £.  2,750,000 
Loan  -  18,000,000 

Surplus  of  grants  -  420,000 

£.  21,170,000 

And  of  articles  efti- 
mated  ;  viz. 

Growing;  produce  of) 
the  confolidated  fund  j  1  >°75>00° 
Exchequer  bills  -  -  5,500,000 

Lottery  -  200,000 

Total  -  £.  27,945,000 

Vol.  XXXIX, 


VI. — Redndion  of  Public  Debt, 
Your  committee  have  further  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  ftate  an  account  of  the 
progress  that  has  been  made  in  the 
reduction  of  the  public  debt,  ftnee 
the  5th  of  July,  1789,  of  the  fums 
now  annually  applicable  thereto, 
and  of  the  further  progrefs  which 
may  be  expected  to  be  made,  as  far 
as  the  fame  can  be  at  prefent  afeer- 
tained,  in  the  reduction  of  the  debt 
now  exifting.  Your  committee  have 
great  fatisfadion  upon  this  lubjed, 
in  contemplating  the  large  means 
which  are  now  annually  employed 
for  the  redudion  of  the  public  debt, 
and  the  confiderable  progrels  which 
has  been  already  made  towards  that 
important  end. 

The  annual  fum  now  applicable  to 
(that  purpole,  appears  to  amount 

to  »  £.  3,359*799*  ‘2* 

The  capital  flock  pur-chafed  by  the 
application  of  the  lever  yi  4mns,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been,  on  the  lOlh  of 
March, 1797, £.23,334/209.  t>.  <>, 
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The  further  progress  to  be  made 
in  the  reduction  of  the  debt  has 
been  calculated,  by  order  of  the 
commiffioners, according  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  annual  million,  the 
intereft  of  the  ftock  redeemed  by  it, 
the  amount  of  expired  and  unclaim¬ 
ed  annuities,  and  an  annual  fum  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  aid 
of  this  fund,  granted  by  parliament, 
as  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the 
debt  which  exilted  before  the  war, 
and  confidered  as  then  amounting  to 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  and' forty 
millions. 

Thefe  calculations,  of  courfe,  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  different  prices  at 
which  the  feveral  ftocks  in  which 
the  public  debt  confifts,  may  happen 
to  be  purchafed. 

The  earlieft  date,  according  to 
thefe  calculations,  at  which  the 
whole  of  the  debt  that  exifted  prior 
to  1793,  and  taken  at  two  hundred 
and  forty  millions,  would  he  can¬ 
celled,  is.  thirty-three  years,  from 
the  ill  of  February,  1797;  and 
«ven  tbe  molt  remote  date  at  which 
it  would  be  cancelled,  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  fifty-four  years. 

Your  committee  obferve,  that  the 
faid  calculations  relate  only  to  the 
progrefs  which  will  be  made,  upon 
different  data,  in  the  reduction  of  the 
debt  exifting  before  the  war,  by  the 
application  of  the  funds  provided 
for  that  purpofe. 

The  redudion  of  the  debt  which 
has  been  incurred  during  the 
war,  depends  upon  different  con¬ 
siderations.  The  amount  of  the 
finking  fund  applicable  thereto, 
including  the  1 1.  per  cent,  on 
account  of  the  loan  and  bills 
funded  in  the  prefent  feffions, 
amount  to  -  £.  1,341,41 1 . 

The  dividend  on  the  ftock,  pur- 
chafed  thereby;  is  -  £.  77,0 68. 


The  total  amount  of  the  new  fink¬ 
ing  fund  was  -  £.1,418,479. 

The  capital  of  the  new  debt,  te  the 
reduction  of  which  this  fum  is 
applicable,  is  £.  130,665,896. 
In  order  to  give  the  houie  fuller 
information  upon  this  part  of  the 
fubjedt,  your  committee  have  call¬ 
ed  for  further  calculations;  but  in 
the  meantime  they  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  obferve,  that  the  new  fink¬ 
ing  fund  appears  to  bear  a  much 
larger  proportion  to  the  new  debt 
than  the  old  finking  fund,  with  its 
accumulations,  the  annual  grant  of 
200,000 1.  and  the  annuities  ex¬ 
pired,  does  at  the  prefent  moment 
to  the  old  debt:  and  that  the  old 
finking  fund,  after  reaching  the  fum 
of  four  millions,  is  no  longer  made 
applicable  by  law  to  the  difcharge 
at  compound  intereft  of  what  may 
then  remain  of  the  old  debt:  but  the 
operation  of  the  new  finking  fund 
is  to  continue  at  compound  intereft 
till  the  new  debt  firall  be  totally 
extinguiftied. 


Summary  of  the  Report  of  the  Se¬ 
cret  Committee,  appointed  to  con- 
fder  of  the  Papers  fcized  in  Bel- 
faft.  Prefented  in  the  Irifh  Houfe 
of  Commons ,  by  Mr,  Pelham. 

THE  committee  began  by  dating, 
that  they  confidered  it  to  be  a  pro¬ 
per  difcharge  of  their  duty  to  exa¬ 
mine  into  the  principles  and  mo¬ 
tives  of  the  Society  of  United 
Irifiimen  at  its  firft  formation:  they 
affert,  that  in  confequence  of  this 
examination  they  find,  that  the  fo- 
ciety,  under  the  pretext  of  promot¬ 
ing  a  parliamentary  reform,  and 
what  they  called  emancipation  of 
the  catholics,  harboured  a  defign  to 
difunite  this  country  from  Great 

Britain, 
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Britain,  to  overthrow  the  prefent 
conftitution,  and  eftabliih  in  its 
ftead  a  republican  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  The  Committee  reft  this 
opinion,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  a 
letter  written  by  Theobald  Wolfe 
Tone,  a  very  active  member  oi  that 
focietv,  to  his  friends  in  Belfaft;  in 
•which  there  appears  a  number  of 
expreftions  which  feem  to  indicate 
that  Mr.  Tone  confidered  the  Bri- 
tifh  connection  as  the  bane  ot  Irifh 
profperity.  Another  ground  of  the 
opinion  of  this  committee  is,  the 
declaration  publifhed  by  the  fociety 
of  United  Irhhmen  in  Dublin,  in 
the  year  1791,  when  Mr.  Rowan 
and  Dr.  Drennan  were  chairman  and 
fecretary,  in  which  the  prominent 
principle  is,  that  “  none  but  the 
people  can  fpeak  the  will  ot  the 
people/'  The  committee  then  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  papers.  They  ftate  the 
manner  in  which  thefe  papers  had 
been  feized  ill  the  houfe  of  a  John 
Alexander,  at  Belfaft,  by  captain 
Barber  and  Mr.  Fox;  they  recite 
in  what  rooms  and  in  what  com¬ 
pany  they  had  been  found,  and 
infer  that  they  were  the  papers 
of  two  committees  of  United  Irifh- 
men.  By  one  it  appears  that  the 
fociety  is  organized  in  a  very  per¬ 
fect  manner ;  the  loweft  conftituent 
part  is  the  baronial  committee,  or 
the  committee  of  the  members 
who  live  in  one  barony.  When 
this  committee  becomes  numerous, 
it  is  fplit  into  two  committees. 
When  a  certain  number  of  thefe 
committees  are  formed  in  a  county, 
they  elect  a  county  committee; 
when  a  certain  number  of  county 
committees  are  formed,  they  eleCt 
a  provincial  committee;  and  again, 
when  two  or  more  of  thefe  com¬ 
mittees  are  created,  they  eleCt 
members  who  form  the  higheft 


member  of  the  fociety,  a  national 
committee. — They  are,  among  other 
things,  iinpowered  to  raife  money 
in  certain  proportions,  and  to  dif- 
tribute  it  in  certain  ways;  fuch  as 
providing  arms  and  ammunition; 
fupplying  the  members  who  fuffer 
for  the  caufe  with  neceffaries,  and 
wiih  the  means  of  defence ;  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  families  of  thofe  who 
may  fall  in  any  way  for  the  com¬ 
mon  fervice ;  and  they  are  enabled 
to  regulate  the  election  of  military 
officers.  There  is  a  particular  provi¬ 
sion,  which  fixes  the  manner  in 
which  the  tribunal  (hall  be  chofen, 
who,  when  a  revolution  begins,  fhall 
decide  on  the  property,  and  even 
the  lives  of  accufed  individuals ; 
and  there  is  another  provifion, 
which  declares  what  defcription  of 
fufpeCted  perfons  fhall  not  be  dif¬ 
fered  to  enter  the  ranks  when  the 
conflict  fhall  begin.  The  other 
papers  are  minutes  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  fub-committees  of 
United  Irilhmen,  and  reports  on  a 
variety  of  fubjeCts.  They  contain, 
in  the  drft  place,  accurate  returns 
of  the  numbers  of  men  who  have  at 
different  periods  become  members 
of  the  body  ;  alfo  returns  of  the 
fums  fubferibed  by  each  refpective 
place,  and  the  purpofes  for  which 
the  money  has  been  expended. 
The  returns  of  guns,  bayonets, 
fwords,  pikes,  cannon,  powder, 
ball-cartridges,  and  of  bullets,  are 
all  reported  with  equal  accuracy, 
and  always  accompany  the  returns 
of  men  and  money.  The  fociety 
has  ril’en  to  a  number  truly  formi¬ 
dable — not  lefs  at  this  momerft 
than  one  hundred  thoufand  men. 
The  amount  of  their  arms  appears 
to  be  very  confiderable ;  and  they 
reckon  among  their  ordnance,  eight 
pieces  of  cannon  and  one  mortar, 
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In  their  money  accounis  are  found 
accurate  ftatCments  of  their  expen¬ 
diture,  for  affifiing  prifoners  and 
purchafing  arms;  and  in  one  return 
it  is  remarkable  that  the  officer  who 
remits  it,  fays,  “  This  money  has 
been  paid  fomewhat  before  the 
ul'ual  time,  becaul'e  it  is  expelled 
our  friends  will  loon  arrive  at 
Ban  try  ^  or  words  to  that  effect ; 
and  leveral  inftances  occur  in  the 
papeis,  of  aliufions  to  the  expelled 
arrival  of  thefe  friends.  In  lome 
papeis,  the  committees  earneftly 
exhort  the  people  to  temperance, 
to  lobriety,  and  to  peace,  obferving, 
that  the  with  of  government  was 
to  goad  them  into  iniurre&ion,  by 
which  the  hopes  of  the  people 
would  he  defeated,  not  only  now, 
but  perhaps  for  ever;  and  in  one 
place  occurs  the  remarkable  advice, 
“  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
father  or  his  fori.”  That  the  fo- 
ciety  exercife  a  judicial  authority 
over  their  members,  appears  alfo  by 
thefe  papers;  for  in  more  than  one 
of  them  there  is  mention  made  of 
certain  perfons  who  had  been 
charged  with  offences  having  been 
tried  and  acquitted;  and  one  in- 
ftance  is  found,  of  the  executive 
committee  having  been  purged  by 
another  branch  of  the  body,  tor  an 
abide  of  their  tiuft;  three-fourths 
of  them  were  removed,  and  men  of 
acknowledged  merit  fubftituted  in 
their  room.  In  i'ome  of  the  mi¬ 
nutes  are  to  be  found  the  names  or 
the  initials  of  perfons  reported  to 
be  bad,  or  unfound  and  dangerous 
members ;  exhortations  are  fre¬ 
quent  to  avoid  communicating  on 
tiie  affairs  of  ihe  Ibcietv  with  per- 
tons  who  had  not  taken  the  tell; 
and  in  one  cafe,  it  is  laid,  that  the 
old  pais- word  of  the  body  was 
.obliged  to  be  changed,  in  cont’e- 


quence  of  fome  negligence  of  this 
kind ;  it  is  ffrongly  inculcated  on 
the  committees,  to  take  care  that 
the  men  ffiould  be  regularly  and 
judicioufly  formed  into  companies 
and  battalions;  that  the  men  ffiould 
be  well  known  to  their  officers,  and 
the  officers  to  the  men;  and  that 
all  ffiould  hold  themfelves  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  appear  at  a  moment’s 
warning,  as  it  was  not  known  how 
foon  they  might  be  called  out. 

The  committee  again  take  oc- 
cafion  to  obferve,  that  it  appeared 
from  thefe  papers,  the  United  Irilli- 
men  made  a  pretext  of  reform  and 
emancipation  to  cover  a  delign  to 
fubvert,  inftead  of  amending  the 
conftitution ;  to  confifcate  pro¬ 
perty,  and  extinguith  the  poffeffors 
of  it;  and  this  they  infer  from 
the  circumftance  that  the  two  for¬ 
mer  objects  have  not  been  mention¬ 
ed  in  their  later  papers  as  the  end  of 
their  inftitution.  in  further  corro¬ 
boration  of  the  opinion,  they  tran¬ 
scribe  a  paper  called  the  Donagh- 
adee  Resolutions,  in  which  it  is 
emphatically  Rated  to  have  been 
the  opinion  of  the  belt  ftatefmen, 
philofophers,  and  divines,  that  all 
power  originated  with  the  people 
— that  when  tyrants  ufurp  power, 
or  governors  (legitimately  confti- 
tuted)  degenerate  into  tyrants,  it 
becomes  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
people  to  take  arms  to  wreft  that 
power  from  the  hands  which  abufe 
it,  and  reftore  it  to  tbofe  to  whom 
it  of  right  belongs/'  &c.  &c.—~ 
The  report  goes  on  to  Rate,  that  it 
has  appeared  to  the  committee, 
though  they  are  not  at  liberty  to 
difciofe  the  evidence,  partly  be- 
caul'e  it  was  merely  oral,  and  partly 
beeyufe.  it  might  be  neceffary  here¬ 
after  to  produce  it  before  a  court 
of  juft  ice,  that  affaffinations  had 
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been  encouraged  by  the  fociety, 
and  that  great  pains  bad  been  taken 
to  feduce  the  fidelity  of  the  foldiery. 
• — But  the  committee  declare  them- 
felves  happy  in  being  able  to  ftate, 
that  his  majefty's  troops  have  re¬ 
mained  fteady  and  faithful — and 
that  the  houfe  may  place  the  ut- 
inoft  confidence  in  their  exertions. 


Irish  Roman  Catholics. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  diiTolu- 
tion  of  the  Irilh  Parliament,  when 
.Affairs  in  Ireland  bore  a  very 
gloomy  afped,  Lords  Kenmare, 
Trimbleftown,  and  Fingal,  waited 
on  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  with  the  following  Me¬ 
morial,  on  the  part  of  the  Homan 
Catholics  of  Ireland  : 

To  his  Excellency  Earl  Camden , 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

The  Memorial  of  the  under -Jigrted 
Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  oj  his 
Majejlys  Kingdom  of  Ireland  ; 

44  Refpedfully  reprefents  to  your 
Excellency, 

44  That  notwithstanding  the  fignal 
favours  conferred  upon  the  roman 
catholics  of  Ireland,  under  the  mild 
government  of  our  prefent  fove- 
reign,  all  which  favours  your  me- 
morialifts  do  with  the  moft  lively 
fenfe  of  gratitude  acknowledge, 
many  difqualifi cations  and  inca¬ 
pacities  fill!  continue  to  affed  that 
numerous  and  loyal  portion  of  his 
majefty’s  fubjeds.  f 

44  Your  me  morialifts  fubmit,  that 
the  condition  of  Ireland  would  in¬ 
deed  be  defperate,  if  its  fecurity  at 
this  moment  were  to  be  fought  ra¬ 
ther  in  the  coercion  than  in.  the 
loyalty  of  its  roman  catholic  in¬ 
habitants,  who  form  a  confiderable 
mujoiity  of  thofe  now  armed  to  re¬ 


pel  the  enemies  of  their  king  and 
country;  of  thofe  who  mult  be 
called  forth  at  every  menace  of 
danger,  and  whofe  zeal  and  alacrity 
in  their  country's  caufe  have  at  all 
times  been  conlpicuous. 

44  To  the  general  fidelity  of  his 
rnajefiy’s  catholic  fubjeds  —  to 
their  well-known  averfion  to  anar¬ 
chy — to  their  tried  attachment  to 
his  majeliy’s  perfon  and  govern* 
ment,  and  to  the  principles  of  civil 
fociety, — your  memorialifts  beg 
leave  to  add,  as  another  conlidera- 
tion,  that  the  grievances  under 
which  they  labour  become  fevere  in 
proportion  as  precaution  is  unne- 
cefiary,  inafmuch  as  they  immedi¬ 
ately  aggrieve  the  higher  and  more 
opulent  clafies,  who,  even  in  a  ftate 
of  prevalent  difatfedion,  would  be 
bound  by  their  own  inlereft,  with¬ 
out  any  nobler  motive,  to  guard 
againft  the  effeds  of  an  innovating 
fpirit. 

44  Your  memorialifts  refpedfully 
fubmit  to  your  excellency,  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  feveral  ads  of 
parliament  palled  during  the  pie- 
lent  reign,  for  the  relief  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  roman  catholic  fubjeds, 
trade,  induftry,  and  the  purfuits  of 
agriculture,  in  particular,  have  been 
increafed,  much  capital  has  been 
fixed  in  the  country,  and  'its  wealth 
and  refources  augmented.  They 
feel  themfeives  jultified  in  inferring 
a  ftill  greater  increafe  of  national 
profperity,  from  the  repeal  of  all 
exifting  laws  which  aggrieve  that 
extenfive  denomination  of  the  Irilh 
people — -laws  which  your  memo¬ 
rialifts  refpedfully  contend,  are  only 
calculated  to  create  repining  and 
difeontent  among  meritorious  fub¬ 
jeds,  to  divert  the  riling  talents  of 
the  land-  bom  conftitutional  pur- 
fuits,  to  wound  in  the  mind  of  his 
*  Q  3  majefty’s 
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majefty’s  roman  catholic  fubje&s 
the  hopes  of  many,  and  to  reprefs 
the  liberal  ambition  of  all. 

“  Far  be  it  from  your  excel¬ 
lency's  memorialifts  to  ftipulate 
with  their  country  at  a  crifis  of 
emergency,  or  to  entertain  an  opi¬ 
nion  that  their  political  htuation 
fhould  be  the  meafure  of  their  du¬ 
ties,  or  certain  privileges  the  price 
of  their  exertions.  Should  it  again 
become  neceffary,  they  are  ready 
again  to  unite  with  their  feilow-fub- 
jedts  in  rending  the  intrufion  of  an 
enemy*  who  feeks,  under  infidious 
pretences  to  fubvert  the  happinefs 
of  Ireland.  They  do  not  with  to 
di  fir  act  the  public  councils  whilft 
occupied  in  providing  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  fafety : — a  momentous  care,  to 
which  all  others  ihould  be  held  fub- 
.  ordinate. 

“  To  that  general  fafety,  more 
than  to  the  attainment  of  political 
privilege,  your  memorialifts  look  as 
their  chief  motive  for  fo.liciting  your 
excellency's  attention  at  the  pre- 
fent  moment,  and  humbly  conceive, 
that  they  cannot  too  ftrongly  prefs 
upon  your  excellency’s  confidera- 
tion,  that  no  meafure  can  fo  evi¬ 
dently  tend  to  infure  it,  as  that 
which  removes  from  the  minds  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people  every 
impreftion  of  diftruft  and  jealoufy 
arifing  from  exclusive  reftridlions; 
which  im predion  they  mull  con¬ 
tinue  to  feel,  as  long  as  any  clafs  of 
thofe  who  profefs  with  them  the 
roman  catholic  religion,  remain 
on  that  account  the  object  of  any 
penal  ftatute. 

M  Your  memorialifts  fubmit,  that 
the  removal  of  fuch  impreftion, 
would  in  a  very  high  degree  tend 
■to,  produce  that  general  ardour  and 
entbufiafm  in  the  public  caule,  to 


GISTER,  1797. 

f  ' 

which  alone,  in  the  prefent  alarming 
ftate  of  things,  this  kingdom  can 
rationally  look  for  its  fafety  and 
prefervation.  Under  this  convic¬ 
tion,  they  truft  it  will  not  be  deemed 
at  this  moment  unfeafonable  to 
folicit,  in  their  own  and  their  coun¬ 
try's  behalf,  the  attention  of  his 
majefty’s  government,  and  to  ex- 
prels  a  hope,  that  for  the  common 
benefit,  and  through  the  favourable 
reprefentation  of  your  excellency, 
your  memorialifts  may  again  be  in¬ 
debted  to  the  benignity  of  their 
prince,  and  again  experience  the 
liberality  of  parliament,  in  a  repeal 
of  the  remaining  laws,  which  ex¬ 
clude  the  roman  catholics  of  Ire¬ 
land  from  the  political  immunities 
enjoyed  by  their  fellow-fubje&sY 
u  And  your  memorialifts,"  &c. 


Subjlance  of  the  Inf  ructions  relative 
to  the  Baggage  and  Marches  of 
the  Army ,  in  cafe  the  Enemy  land 
in  England  ;  which  have  been  fent 
to  all  Generals ,  and  all  Officers 
commanding  Regiments „ 

“  THE  fervice  on  which  the 
troops  may  be  called,  will  be  of 
fuch  a  nature  while  it  lafts,  that 
the  ufual  convenience  of  the  field 
cannot  be  allowed.  All  unneceflary 
baggage  mu  ft  he  removed.  No 
more  than  five  waggons  and  three 
carts,  will  be  allowed  to  each  regi¬ 
ment  for  every  purpofe.  All  other 
carriages  whatever  will  be  ordered 
to  a  great  diftance  in  the  rear,  and 
if  at  any  time  found  near  the  army, 
will  be  ordered  to  be  deftroyed. 
Officers  muft  prepare  for  moving 
in  the  lighted  manner.  The  per- 
fonal  baggage  of  each  officer  muft 
be  contained  in  a  fnaall  portmanteau. 

One 
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One  tent  will  be  allowed  for  lixteen 
men.  During  the  march  every 
officer  will  remain  with  his  divifion, 
and  never  quit  it  on  any  account. 
No  foldier  to  be  permitted  to  leave 
his  rank.  The  march  muft  be  fo 
regulated,  that  the  troops  may  ad¬ 
vance  three  Englilh  miles  in  an 
hour  and  a  quarter.  The  troops 
lhould  always  confider  themfelves 
as  il  in  the  prefence  of  an  enemy. 
The  line  of  march  muft  never  be 
lengthened,  if  it  can  be  avoided. 
The  proper  clofenefs  of  the  march, 
on  ail  occafions,  is  a  point  of  the 
higheft  conlequence.  The  troops 
muft  march  on  the  greateft  front 
the  roads  or  overtures  will  allow. 
The  line  of  carriages  muft  at  no 
time  flop,  whatever  accidents  may 
happen  to  any  individual  one  ;  but 
fuch  carriage  muft  inftantly  be  drawn 
on  one  fide,  and  repaired,  if  poftible. 
The  officers  commanding  the  feveral 
diviftons  of  carriages,  will  be  an- 
fwerable  for  the  Uriel  obfervance  of 
this  article,  afailureof  which  might 
flop  and  endanger  a  whole  army. 

“  From  the  unremitting  zeal  and 
ardour  ot  the  troops,  every  fuccefs 
may  be  hoped  for.  In  many  li Ill¬ 
ations  our  objed  will  be  in  (lopping 
the  progrefs  of  an  enemy,  if  fuperior 
in  number,  and  endeavouring  to 
penetrate  into  the  country;  inftead 
of  keeping  all  our  forces  collected 
to  oppofe  him  in  front,  to  allot  a 
part  only  for  that  purpofe,  and,  by 
throwing  the  reft  in  different  bodies 
on  his  flanks,  and  even  in  his  rear, 
as  he  advances,  to  circumfcribe 
his  movements,  and  by  unremitting 
attacks,  to  make  his  progrefs  flow 
and  uneafy.  This  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  attain,  fliould  bis  march  be 
confined  to  the  great  roads  of  the 
country,  from  the  ex  tendon  of  his 


columns,  and  as  an  attack  any¬ 
where  would  neceflarily  make  a  flop 
everywhere.  Should  he  endeavour" 
to  open  parallel  routes,  and  to  march 
in  feveral  connected  columns,  this 
operation  could  be  much  retarded, 
would  occaflon  great  delay  in  point 
of  time,  and  give  us  great  advan¬ 
tage  in  aftembling  and  increasing  our 
numbers. 

“  In  oppofing  the  enemy  in  this 
manner,  every  thing  will  depend  on 
the  alertnefs  of  the  troops,  the  light- 
nefs  of  their  equipment,  and  their 
being  freed  from  every  incumbrance 
of  baggage,  carriages,  or  even  a  nu¬ 
merous  artillery.  It  will  depend 
on  the  nature  of  the  ground,  how 
far  the  cavalry  can  give  flip port, 
on  fuch  occafions  to  the  infantry  ; 
but  in  general  they  will  be  deftined 
to  annoy  and  circumfcribe  the  flanks 
of  the  enemy’s  march.  In  carrying 
on  this  kind  of  war,  the  troops 
would  hardly  ever  be  able  to  encamp, 
but  when  it  was  apparent  that  the 
enemy,  from  neceffity,  would  be 
obliged  to  remain  in  fome  particular 
fltuation,  or  that  we  took  up  a 
fltuation  that  was  to  be  maintained. 
For  this  (late  of  adlion  we  muft 
always  be  prepared,  and,  though, 
while  it  lafts,  exceedingly  levere  for 
the  troops,  muft  he  more  than 
equally  diftreffing  for  the  enemy,  as 
his  difficulty  muft  increafe,  the 
further  he  advances  into  the  country; 
and  whenever  he  becomes  obliged 
to  eftablifti  a  chain  of  polls,  to  keep 
up  his  communication  with  the 
point  from  which  he  originally  de¬ 
parted,  fuch  polls  will  certainly  be 
forced  and  cut  off,  and  he  thereby 
reduced  to  the  greateft  extremity, 
while  the  country,  open  to  our  rear, 
will  afford  us  every  help,  and  affift- 
ance,  and  enable  us,  when  he  ar- 
*  Q  4  rives 
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rives  at  a  certain  point,  and  when  it 
is  judged  proper,  with  united  and 
increafed  force,  to  attack  and  ut¬ 
terly  defeat  him.” 

- C - ...  .s» »-  - .  ■ ....  .  .  . 

Mr.  Burke’s  Will. 

*JChe  Raft  Vv  ill  and  Tcftament  of  the 
Right'  Hon.  Edmund  Burke.  Ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  Regijlry  of  the 
Rrerogdtive  (Court  of  Canterbury. 

IF  my  dear  fon  and  friend  had 
furvived  me,  any  will  would  have 
been  unneceffary ;  but  knee  it  has 
pleated  God  to  call  him  to  bimielf 
be  tore  his  father,  my  duty  calls 
upon  me  to  ftiake  fuch  a  diipofition 
of  my  worldly  affairs,  as  feems  to 
thy  belt  judgment  mo  ft  equitable  and 
realonable;  therefore,  1,  Edmund 
Burke,  of  the  parifti  of  St.  James, 
We  ft  min  Iter,  although  differing  under 
lore,  and  inexprtftible  affliction,  being 
of  found  and  dffpofing  mind,  and 
not  afiected  bv  any  bodily  infirmity, 
do  make  my  laft  will  and  tcftament 
m  manner  fol lowing  : 

k  i rft. — According  to  (he  ancient, 
good,  and  Laudable  ciiftom,  ofvvbich 
my  heart  and  underltanding  recog¬ 
nize  the  propriety,  1  bequeath  my 
iftul  to  God,  hoping  for  his  mercy 
through  the  only  merits  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jelus  Chrift.  My  body 
I  defire,  li  I  fhould  die  in  anv  place 
very  convenient  for  its  trauinort 
thither  (but  not  olherwile),  to  be 
buried  in.  the  church  at  Beacons- 
field,  near  to  the  bodies  of  my  dear- 
eft  brother  and  my  deareft  Ion,  in 
3.11  humility  praying,  that  as  we 
have  lived  in  perfect  amity  toge- 
gether,  we  may  together  have  a  part 
in  the  reiurrecfton  of  the  juft.  — I 
Villi  my  i uncial  to  be  (without  any 


pun&ilioufnefs  in  that  refped)  the 
fame  as  that  of  my  brother,  and  to 
exceed  it  as  little  as  poffible  in  point 
of  charge,  whether  on  account  of 
my  family,  or  of  any  others  who 
would  go  to  a  greater  ex  pence  ;  and 
I  defire,  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
with  the  fame  qualifications,  that 
no  monument,  beyond  a  middie- 
fized  tablet,  with  a  fmall  and  fim- 
ple  infeription  on  the  church-wall, 
or  on  the  fiag-ftone,  be  erected.  I 
fay  this,  becaufe  1  know  the  par¬ 
tial  kindnefs  to  me  of  forne  of  my 
friends  ;  but  I  have  had  in  my  life- 
time  but  too  much  of  noife.  and 
compliment. — As  to  the  reft,  it  is 
uncertain  what  I  fhall  leave  after 
the  dife barge  of  my  debts,  which, 
when  I  write  this  are  very  great. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  my  will  con¬ 
cerning  my  worldly  fubftance  is 
fhort.  As  my  entirely  beloved, 
faithful,  and  affectionate  wife  did, 
during  the  whole  time  in  which  I 
lived  (moft  happily  with  her),  take 
on  her  the  charge  and  management 
of  my  affairs,  affifted  by  her  fon, 
whilit  God  was  pleafed  to  lend  him 
to  us,  and  did  conduct  them  (often 
in  a  ftate  of  much  derangement  and 
embarraffment)  with  a  patience  and 
prudence  which  probably  have  no 
example,  and  thereby  left  my  mind 
free  to  profecute  my  public  duty, 
or  my  ftudies,  or  to  indulge  in  my 
relaxations,  or  to  cultivate  my 
friends  at  my  plealure  ;  fo  on  my 
death  I  with  things  to  continue 
iuhftautially  as  they  have  always 
been. — I  theiefore  by  this,  my  laft 
and  only  will,  devife,  leave,  and 
bequeath  to  my  entirely  beloved 
and  incomparable  wife,  Jane  Mary 
Burke,  the  whole  real  eftate  of 
which  I  iliall  die  feifed,  whether 
lands,  rents,  or  houfes,  in  abfolute 
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fee-fimple- ;  as  alfo  all  my  perfonal 
efiate,  whether  itock,  furniture, 
plate,  money,  or  fecurities  for  mo¬ 
ney,  annuities  for  lives  or  years,  be 
the  laid  eftate  of  what  nature,  qua¬ 
lity,  or  extent  or  defeription  it  may, 
to  her  foie  uncontrolled  poffeffion 
and  difpofal,  as  her  property,  in  any 
manner  which  may  feem  proper 
to  her  to  poffefs  or  to  difpofe  of  the 
fame,  whether  it  be  real  or  perfonal 
efiate,  by  her  lafi  will  or  other- 
wife  ;  it  being  my  intention  that 
file  may  have  as  clear  and  uncon¬ 
trouled  a  right  and  title  thereto  and 
therein  as  1  pofiefs  myfelf,  as  to  the 
life,  expenditure,  fale,  or  devife. 
I  hope  thefe  words  are  fufficient  to 
exprefs  the  abfolute,  unconditioned 
and  unlimited  right  of  complete 
ownerfhip,  1  mean  to  give  to  her 
to  the  laid  lands  and  goods;  and  I 
trull  that  no  words  of  furplufage, 
or  ambiguity,  may  vitiate  this  my 
clear  intention.  There  are  no  per- 
lbns  who  have  a  right,  or,  1  believe, 
a  difpofition  to  complain  of  this  be- 
quelt,  which  I  have  duty  weighed 
and  made,  on  a  proper  confidera- 
tion  of  my  duties,  and  the  relations 
in  which  I  Hand. — 1  alfo  make  my 
wife,  .lane  Mary  Burke  aforefaid, 
my  foie  executrix  of  this  my  lull 
will,  knowing  that  Ihe  will  receive 
advice  and  affifiance  from  her  and 
my  excellent  friends,  Dr.  Walker 
King,  and  Dr.  Laurence,  to  whom 
I  recommend  her  and  her  concerns, 
though  that  perhaps  is  needlefs,  as 
they  are  as  much  attached  to  her 
as  they  are  to  me.  I  do  it  only  to 
mark  my  fpecial  confidence  in  their 
aflefition,  Ikill  and  induftry, — I 
wifh  that  my  dear  wife  may,  as  foon 
$fter  my  deceafe  as  pcffible — which, 
alter  what  has  happened,  Hie  will 
fee  with  conftancy  and  refignalion 


— make  her  will,  with  the  advice 
and  alfiftance  of  the  two  peil'ons  I 
have  named  ;  but  it  is  my  wifi* 
alfo,  that  Ihe  will  not  think  herfelf 
fo  bound  up  by  any  bequefts  Ihe  may 
make  in  the  laid  will,  and  which, 
whilft  the  lives,  can  be  only  inten¬ 
tions,  as  not,  during  her  life,  to  tile 
her  property  with  all  the  liberty  I 
have  given  her  over  it,  juft  as  if  foe 
had  written  no  will  at  all,  but  in 
every  thing  to  follow  the  directions 
of  her  own  equitable  and  charitable 
mind,  and  her  own  prudent  and  mea- 
fured  underffcanding. 

Having  thus  committed  every 
thing  to  her  direHion,  I  recommend, 
fu hje fit  always  to  that  difcretiou, 
that  if  I  fiiould  not,  during  my  life, 
give  or  fecure  to  my  dear  niece, 
Mary  C.  Idarland,  wife  of  my  worthy 
friend  captain  Ilarland,  the  fum  of 
a  thoufand  pounds,  or  an  annuity 
qui valent  to  it,  that  fiie  would  in¬ 
flow  upon  her  that  fum  of  money,  or 
that  annuity,  conditioned  and  limit¬ 
ed  in  Inch  manner  as  Ihe,  my  wife 
aforefaid,  may  think  proper,  by  a 
devife  in  her  will,  or  otherwife,  as 
the  may  find  mod  convenient  to 
the  fituation  of  her  affairs,  without 
preflure  upon  her  during  her  life. 
My  wife  put  me  in  mind  of  this, 
which  1  now  recommend  to  her.  I 
certainly,  feme-  years  ago,  gave  my 
niece  reafon  to  expefit  it,  but  I  was 
not  able  to  execute  my  intentions.  If 
I  do  this  in  my  life-time,  this  re- 
commendation  goes  for  nothing. 

As  to  my  other  friends,  relations, 
and  companions  through  life,  and 
efpecially  to  the  friends  and  com¬ 
panions  of  my  lbn,  who  were  the 
deareft  of  mine,  1  am  not  unmind¬ 
ful  of  what  1  owe  them.  If  I  do 
not  name  them  all  here,  and  mark 

them  with  tokens  of  mv  remem- 

•* 

brance, 
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trance,  I  hope  they  will  not  attri¬ 
bute  it  to  unkindnefs,  or  to  a  want 
of  a  due  feme  of  their  merits  to¬ 
wards  me.  My  old  inend  and  faith¬ 
ful  companion,  Will.  Burke,  knows 
bis  place  in  my  heart.  I  do  not 
mention  him  as  executor  or  afhft- 
ant.  I  know  that  he  will  attend  to 
my  wife  ;  but  I  chole  the  two  I 
have  mentioned,  as  from  their  time 
of  life  of  greater  aXivity.  I  recom¬ 
mend  him  to  them  in  the  political 
world.  I  have  made  many  con¬ 
nexions,  and  fome  of  them  among 
perfons  of  high  rank.  Their  friend- 
ihip  from  political  became  perfonal 
to  me,  and  they  have  fhewn  it  in 
a  manner  more  than  to  fatisfy  the 
u  tin  oft  demands  that  could  be  made 

p 

from  my  love  and  imcere  attach¬ 
ment  to  them.  They  are  the 
worthieft  people  in  the  kingdom. 
Their  intentions  are  excellent ;  and 
1  wifh  them  every  kind  of  fuccefs, 
f  bequeath  my  brother-in-law,  John 
Nugent,  and  the  friends  in  my  poor 
foil’s  lilt,  which  is  in  his  mother’s 
hands,  to  their  protection.  As  to 
them,  and  to  the  reft  of  my  com¬ 
panions,  who  conltantly  honoured 
and  cheered  our  houfe  as  our  in¬ 
mates,  I  have  put  down  their  names 
in  a  lift,  that  my  wife  fhould  fend 
the  ufual  memorial  of  little  mourning 
rings,  as  a  token  of  my  remem¬ 
brance. 

In  fpeaking  of  my  friends,  to 
whom  I  owe  fo  many  obligations, 
i  ought  to  name  fpecially  lord  Fitz- 
william,  the  duke  of  Portland,  and 
the  lords  Cavendiihes,  with  the 
duke  of  Devonfhire,  the  worth)7 
head  of  that  family.  If  the  intima¬ 
cy  which  1  have  had  with  others,  has 
been  broken  off  by  a  political  dif¬ 
ference  on  great  queflions,  con- 
cermng  the  Hate  -oi  things  exifting 


and  impending,  I  hope  they  will 
forgive  whatever  of  general  human 
frailty,  or  of  my  own  particular 
infirmity,  has  entered  into  that  con¬ 
tention  ;  1  heartily  entreat  their 
forgivenefs.  I  have  nothing  fur¬ 
ther  to  fay. 

Signed  and  fealed,  as  my 
laft  will  and  teftament,  this 
lith  day  of  Auguft  1794, 
being  written  all  with  my 
own  hand. 

Edmund  Burke,  L.  S. 
In  prefence  of  Du  Pont. 

Will.  Webster. 
Walker  King. 

On  reading  over  the  above  will, 
I  have  nothing  to  add,  or  eftentially 
to  alter ;  but  one  point  may  be 
wanted  to  be  perfeXed  and  explain¬ 
ed.  In  leaving  my  lands  and  here¬ 
ditaments  to  my  wife,  I  find  that  I 
have  omitted  the  words  which  in 
deeds  create  an  inheritance  in  law. 
Now,  though  I  think  them  hardly 
neceftary  111  a  will,  yet  to  obviate 
all  doubts,  1  explain  the  matter  in  a 
codicil  which  is  annexed  to  this. 

Edmund  Burke. 
Jan.  2<2d,  1797. 

I,  Edmund  Burke,  of  the  parifh 
of  Beacousfield,  in  the  county  of 
Bucks,  being  of  found  and  difpo- 
ting  judgment  and  memory,  make 
this  my  laft  will  and  te  ft  ament,  in 
no  fort  for  revoking,  but  explain¬ 
ing  and  confirming  a  will  made  by 
me,  and  dated  the.  11th  of  Auguft 
1794,  in  which  will  1  have  left,  de¬ 
viled  arid  bequeathed  all  my  world¬ 
ly  property,  of  whatever  nature 
and  quality  the  fame  may  be,  whe¬ 
ther  lands,  tenements,  houfes,  free¬ 
hold  or  leafehold  interefts,  penfions 
for  lives  or  years,  arrears  of  the 
fame,  legacies,  or  other  debts  due 
to  me,  plate,  houfehold  fluft,  books, 
6  ftock 
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flock  in  cattle  and  horfes,  and  uten- 
fils  of  farming,  and  all  other  my 
goods  and  chattels,  to  my  dear  wife, 
J.  M.  Burke,  in  as  full  and  perfect 
manner  as  the  fame  might  be  devif- 
ed,  conveyed,  or  transferred  to  her 
by  any  adt  or  inltrument  whatfoever, 
with  fuch  recommendations  as  in 
my  will  aforefaid  are  made,  and 
with  a  with  that,  in  the  difcharge 
of  my  debts,  the  courfe  hitherto 
puriued  may  be  as  nearly  as  pofii- 
ble  obferved;  lenfible,  however,  that, 
in  payment  of  debt,  no  exadt  rule 
can  be  preferved.  The  fame  is  there¬ 
fore  left  at  her  difcretion,  with  the 
advice  of  our  friends,  whom  the  will 
naturally  confult. 

The  reafon  of  making  this  will, 
or  codicil  to  my  former  will,  is  from 
my  having  omitted  in  deviling  by 
that  will,  my  lands  and  heredita¬ 
ments  to  my  wife  aforefaid,  the  full 
and  abfolute  property  thereof ;  and 
therein  I  have  omitted  the  legal 
words  of  inheritance.  Now  I  think 
ihofe  words,  however  neceflary  in 
a  deed,  are  not  fo  in  a  will ;  yet,  to 
prevent  all  queftion,  I  do  hereby 
devife  all  my  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  as  well  as  all  my 
other  property  that  may  be  fubjedt 
to  a  ftrict  rule  of  law  m  deeds,  and 
which  would  pafs,  if  left  imdevifed, 
to  my  heirs ;  I  fay,  1  do  devife  the 
lame  lands,  tenements,  and  heredi¬ 
taments,  to  my  wife  Jane  Mary 
Burke,  and  her  heirs  for  ever,  in 
pure;  abfolute,  and  unconditional 
fee  (imple. 

I  have  now  only  to  recommend 
to  the  kindnefs  of  my  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  lord  Loughborough,  to  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  to  the 
molt  honourable  the  marquis  of 
Buckingham,  to  the  right  honour¬ 
able  William  Windham,  and  to 


Dr.  Laurence,  of  the  commons,  and 
member  of  parliament,  that  they 
will,  after  my  death,  continue  their 
protection  and  favour  to  the  emigrant 
fehool  at  Penn  ;  and  will  entreat, 
with  a  weight  on  which  1  dare  not 
prefume,  the  right  honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt  to  continue  the' neceflary 
allowances,  which  he  has  fo  gene- 
roufly  and  charitably  provided,  for 
thofe  unhappy  children  of  meri¬ 
torious  parents;  that  they  will 
fuperiotend  the  fame,  which  I  wifh 
to  be  under  the  more  immediate 
care  of  Dr.  King  and  Dr.  Laurence ; 
and  that  they  will  be  pleated  to 
exert  their  influence  to  place  the 
faid  young  per  lb  us  in  fome  military 
corps,  or  other  fervice,  as  may  belt 
fuit  their  difppiitions  and  capacities; 
praying  God  to  blefs  their  en¬ 
deavours. 


Signed  and  fealed,  as  a  codicil  to 

my  will,  or  a  confirmation  and 

explanation  thereof,  agreeably 

to  the  note  which  fome  days 

•/ 

ago  I  put  to  the  end  of  it,  this 
29th  of  January  1797. 

Ed  mu  n  d  B  u  it  k  e  ,  L .  S . 

In  prefence  of  Walked  King. 

Richard  Bouuke. 

Edward  Nagle. 

Proved  at  London,  with  a  codicil, 
the  26th  of  July  1797,  before 
the-  worth ipi’ul  French  Lau¬ 
rence,  doctor  of  laws  and  fur- 
rogate,  by  the  oath  of  Jane 
Mary  Burke,  widow,  the  relidt 
and  foie  executrix,  to  whom 
adminiftration  was  granted, 
having  been  firft  duly  lwom  to 
adminifter. 


Gkq.  Cost  ling 
Exd  Natii.  Gosling 
R.  C.  Cues  well 

July  24,  1797. 


’]  Dep. 
;f  Keg. 
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The  Will  of  the  late  Mr.  Tlie.llufTon 

has  been  proved  in  Doctors  Com¬ 
mons.  The  Heads  of  which  arc  as 

follow  : 

TO  his  wife  he  bequeaths  300 
guineas,  to  be  paid  at.  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  ten  days  after  his  death,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  his  jewels,  watches, 
and  trinkets,  and  his  ftock  of  wine, 
corn,  hay,  and  ftraw.  He  alfo 
leaves  in  truth  for  her  ufe,  all  his 
capital  mefihage  at  Plaid ow,  with 
all  the  lands,  grounds,  gardens, 
ho  ufe  hold  furniture,  and  one  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  ounces  of  plate. 
Upon  her  death  or  marriage  the 
laid  property  to  be  fold,  and  the 
money  arifmg  from  fitch  fale  to 
rompofe  part  of  the  relklue  of  his 
etiate:  he  likewife  bequeaths  to 
her  the  annual  fum  of  2,140!.  during 
her  life,  provided  the  remains  Tingle 
during  that  time  ;  but  in  cafe  of 
her  fecond  marriage,  lie  leaves  her 
only  the  dividends  of  5,500  1.  hank 
Hock,  and  300 1.  Jong  annuities; 
and  in  that  cafe  d.refts  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  above  legacy  to  be 
divided  between  bis  three  ions  and 
his  three  daughters.-1—' The  above 
5,500 1.  in  cafe  of  fuch  fecond  mar¬ 
riage,  at  her  death  to  devolve  to  his 
fix  children,  in  fuch  manner  as  his 
wife  may  d: reft  by  her  laft  will; 
and  the  j  .400  ounces  of  plate  to 
be  divided  among  bis  three  Ions, 
and  their  blue,  with  the  benefit  of 
furvivorihip, 

To  his  brother-in-law,  the  rev. 
Matthew  Woodford,  archdeacon  of 
Wincbefter,  James  Stanley,  eiq.  of 
Queen’s  Iquare,  harrifter  at  law, 
and  Emperor  John  Alexander  Wood¬ 
ford,  of  Queen-ftreet,  eiq.  each  the 
fum  of  300  guineas,  as  a  token  of  ins 


acknowledgment  to  them  for  their 
trouble  in  t  he  execution  of  his  will. 

To  each  of  his  fervants,  living 
with  him  at  his  death,  and  who  had 
been  fo  for  twelve  months,  half  a 
year's  wages,  betides  what  might  be 
due  to  them. 

To  his  three  fons,  7,60©  1.  each, 
in  order  to  make,  with  what  he  had 
before  given  to  them,  the  fum  of 
23,000  i.  with  a  fmall  annuity  in  the 
French  funds. 

To  his  executors,  at  the  death  or 
marriage  of  his  wife,  1,500  b  hank 
ftock,  and  200 1.  long  annuities  in 
trufi,  for  the  ufe  of  lbs  daughter, 
hi  aria,  the  wife  of  the  hon.  Au- 
guitus  Phipps,  and  to  her  children, 
according  to  her  difpofal.  In  cafe 
(lie  fhould  die  without  blue,  it  is 
then  to  be  divided  between  his  two 
other  daughters. 

'i  he  fum  of  1 2,000 1.  in  tru ft  for 
his  daughter  Ann  (the  interelt  to  be 
paid  her  while  the  remains  Tingle) 
fubjeft  to  the  condition  of  her 
marrying  with  the  content  of  her 
mother  and  the  two  executors ;  in 
cafe  of  her  marrying  without  fuch 
content,  the  is  only  to  be  entitled  to 
the  fum  of  2,oool.  and  100  1.  long 
annuities;  and  part  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  1 2,000 1.  is  to  fink 
into  the  retidue  of  his  eftate,  and  the 
other  part  is  to  be  divided  between 
his  two  daughters. 

To  his  daughter  Augufta  Char¬ 
lotte,  j  ,500  h  bank  flock,  and  200  1. 
per  annum  long  annuities,  fubjeft 
to  the  fame  conditions  and  reftric- 
tions  as  the  legacy  to  his  daughter 
Ann. 

He  then  particularizes  feveral  an¬ 
nuities  which  he  was  pollefled  of  in 
the  French  funds,  which,  with  the 
arrears  due  on  them,  he  leaves  to 
ins  Ions  and  daughters. 
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His  boufe  and  warehotife  in  Phil- 
pot-lane,  he  leaves  to  his  fons,  under 
certain  conditions.  The  provifions 
■which  he  has  made  for  his  faid 
fons,  the  will  obfefves,  are  fufficient 
to  procure  them  comfort ;  and  he 
intreats  them  to  avoid  oftentation, 
vanity,  and  pompous  (hew,  and  to 
be  induftrious,  as  the  bed  fortune 
they  can  poifefs. 

To  the  wives  of  his  three  fons, 
bis  daughters,  and  fome,  others,  he 
leaves  a  ring  of  50 1.  value  ;  and  to 
his  fifter-in-law,  Sophia  Woodford, 
one  of  25  1.  value. 

To  his  elded  fon,  P.  J.  Thelluf- 
fon,  after  his  mother’s  death,  he 
gives  his  family  pictures,  &c.  To 
his  fon,  G.  W.  Thelluflon,  his  gold 
feal  with  the  family  arms  ;  the  gold 
ihuff-box  which  Louis  XV.  gave  to 
his  father,  containing  the  portrait  of 
the  dauphin,  father  to  Louis  XVI.; 
the  filver  medal,  a  copy  of  the  gold 
one  given  to  his  father  by  the  city 
of  Geneva ;  alfo  the  large  filver 
coffee-pot  and  falver,  given  to  him 
by  the  faid  city,  with  the  arms 
of  Geneva  thereon.  To  his  fon 
Charles,  a  gold  watch  made  by 
JVludge,  with  three  feais  mounted 
in  gold. 

The  remainder  of  his  plate,  pic¬ 
tures,  books,  furniture,  &c.  he  or¬ 
ders  to  be  fold  by  public  auction,  to 
compofe  part  of  the  refidue  of  his 
edate. 

To  his  executors  and  their  heirs, 
he  gives  in  truft  the  whole  of  his 
Yorklhire  edate,  together  with  the 
advowfon  and  prefentation  to  the 
church  of  Marr,  to  be  managed  by 
them,  and  to  purchafe  land  with  the 
accumulation  of  the  growing  pro¬ 
fits,  till  the  grandfon  of  his  p relent 
grandfon  Charles  (now  an  infant 
only  four  months  old,  and  the  fon 
af  the  teftatoffs  third  and  youngeft 


fon  Charles)  (hall  attain  the  age 
of  twenty-one  ;  when  the  whole  of 
this  immenfe  property,  valued  now 
at  near  800,000 1.  will  be  at  his  dif- 
pofal ;  in  default  of  which  heir  or 
heirs,  the  whole  produce  of  the  faid 
edate  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
finking  fund,  in  fuch  manner  as  (hall 
be  di reded  by  ad  of  parliament. 
The  right  of  prefentation  to  the 
aclvowfon  to  belong  to  his  fons 
and  their  defcendants,  in  regular 
rotation  : — The  will  then  proceeds 
thus : 

“  I  orddr  and  dired,  that,  from 
the  refpedive  time  or  times  any 
perfon  or  perfons  (hall  become  en¬ 
titled  either  to  any  part  or  (hare,  or 
proportion  of  the  aforefaid  edates, 
as  well  thofe  hereby  oevifod,  as 
what  may  hereafter  be  purchafea 
in  manner  aforefaid,  as  to  the  whole 
thereof,  he  and  they,  and  all  claim¬ 
ing  under  him  and  them  rdped- 
ively,  (hall  from  thenceforth,  ihere- 
after,  and  at  all  times,  feverally  ufo 
the  furfiame  of  "Thelluflon  only  ;  and 
in  default  thereof,  I  order  and  hi¬ 
red,  that  the  faid  feveral  manors 
or  for  dihips,  advowfons,  mefluages, 
lands,  tenements,  and  heredita¬ 
ments,  and  real  edates  heretofore 
deviled,  and  to  be  purchafed,  (hall 
be  thereupon  fold  and  difpofed  of 
by  Matthew  Woodford,  James  Stan¬ 
ley,  and  Emperor  John  Alexander 
Woodford,  and  the  forvivors  or 
furvivor  of  them,  and  the  trudees 
hereafter  to  be  appointed  ;  and  that 
the  money  to  arife  and  be  produced 
from  the  fale  thereof,  be.  paid  unto 
his  inajedy,  his  heirs  and  iuccedbrs, 
kings  or  queens  of  England,  to  the 
ufe  of  the  finking  fund,  in  fuch 
manner  as  Hia.il  be  directed  fa}  adit 
of  parliament. 

4‘  As  1  have  earned  the  fortune 
which  1  now  pofftds  with  induliry 
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and  honefty,  I  truft  and  hope  that 
the  legiflature  will  not  in  any  man¬ 
ner  alter  my  will,  or  the  limitations 
thereby  created,  but  permit  my 
property  to  go  in  the  manner  in 
which  I  hereby  difpofe  of  it/' 

The  executors  aud  executrix  are, 
Matthew  Woodford,  James  Stanley, 
Emperor  John  Alexander  Wood¬ 
ford,  and  his  wife.  The  will  is 
dated  April  2,  1796,  and  occupies 
no  lefs  than  twenty-three  (heels  of 
paper. 


Trial  of  Launcelot  Knowles,  for 

obtaining  Money  under  Jalfe  Pre - 

fences. 

January  12.-— At  the  Old  Bailey 
feffions,  this  day,  the  following  An¬ 
gular  caufe  was  tried  : 

Launcelot  Knowles  was  indi&ed 
for  obtaining  money  under  falfe 
pretences,  and  the  indictment  (fated, 
that  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  John 
Sanders  was  under  judgment  for  a 
felony,  and  that  the  prifoner,  in¬ 
tending  to  cheat  and  defraud  one 
Ann  Keys  of  a  fum  of  money, 
knowingly  and  defignedly,did  falfely 
pretend  and  affirm,  that  he  had 
great  influence,  credit,  and  inlereft 
with  the  duke  of  Portland,  fir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  and 
that  by  fuch  influence,  credit,  and 
intereft,  he  could  procure  pardon 
for  the  laid  John  Sanders,  and  that 
he  would  procure  luch  pardon,  but 
that  he  mult  for  that  purpofe  have 
the  fum  of  five  guineas  entrufted  to 
him,  for  that  he  was  to  procure 
fuch  pardon  on  paying  one  guinea 
through  one  channel,  and  another 
guinea  through  another  channel, 
but  that  no  part  of  that  money  was 
to  be  kept  by  himfelf.  That  the 
laid  Ann  Keys  gave  him  the  fum 


of  fix  guineas,  and  he  faid  he  would 
procure  fuch  pardon  by  exerting  his 
influence,  credit,  and  intereft  with 
the  duke  of  Portland,  fir  Watkin 
Lewes,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  whereas 
in  truth  he  had  no  fuch  influence, 
credit,  or  intereft  with  fuch  per- 
fons,  or  with  either  of  them,  nor 
had  he  any  reafon  to  think  that  he 
had  any  fuch  influence,  credit,  or 
intereft. 

Mr.  Abbot  opened  the  pleadings 
for  the  profecution. 

Mr.  Garrow  opened  the  cafe. — 
The  profecution,  he  laid,  which  the 
jury  were  now  called  upon  to  de¬ 
cide,  appeared  to  him,  from  the 
fadts  on  which  it  was  founded,  to 
be  of  the  higheft  importance  that 
could  poffibly  occur  to  a  court,  or 
come  before  it  in  the  ffiape  of  a 
mifdemeanor.  It  had  been  thought 
by  thofe  who  filled  the  higheft  de¬ 
partments  in  the  adminiftraticn  of 
public  affairs,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  lay  this  cafe  before  the 
jury,  which  involved  in  it  the  cafe 
of  unfortunate  individuals  who  were 
unable  to  protedl  themfelves,  and 
who  had  been  the  objedts  of  the 
moft  rapacious  and  profligate  plun¬ 
der  of  the  prifoner  who  now  flood 
at  the  bar. 

The  charge  which  was  exhibited 
againft  the  prifoner  was,  what  pro¬ 
bably  the  jury  would  agree  with 
him  in  thinking,  came  before  them 
in  a  (hape  which  the  bell  men  muft 
lament  to  fee,  for  the  prifoner  was 
only  indidted  for  a  mifdemeanor. 
He  really  wifhed  it  had  been  an 
higher  denomination  of  offence,  and 
that  to  affecft  the  prisoner's  life. 
The  charge,  however,  was  only  a 
mifdemeanor,  that  of  havipg  ob¬ 
tained,  at  three  feveral  times,  upon 
falfe  pretences,  the  fum  of  fix  gui¬ 
neas  of  Ann  Keys,  by  pretending  to 
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have  intereft  with  three  moft  refpebt- 
able  pcrfons,  namely,  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Portland,  fir  Watkin  Lewes, 
and  Mr.  Baldwin,  as  the  jury  had 
already  collected  from  the  opening 
of  the  indi&ment  by  his  learned 
friend ;  and  this  was  done  under 
pretence,  on  the  part  of  the  pri¬ 
soner,  of  procuring  his  majesty's 
pardon  for  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
John  Sanders,  who  was  convicted  of 
a  capital  offence.  Ann  Keys  was 
the  mother  of  the  unfortunate  con¬ 
vict,  John  Sanders,  and  the  prifoner 
now  at  the  bar,  was  introduced  to 
her  as  a  perfon  who  could  procure 
his  majefty’s  pardon  to  her  fon.  The 
prifoner,  without  the  leaft  difficulty 
on  his  part,  hated  to  this  unhappy 
woman,  that  he  had  fuch  intereft 
with  the  duke  of  Portland,  fir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  as 
would  enable  him  immediately  to 
procure  a  rendition  of  the  capital 
part  of  the  punifhment  of  her  fon, 
and  that  it  might  be  followed,  very 
foon,  by  a  free  pardon.  But  this, 
he  faid,  was  not  to  be  done  without 
money,  for  there  was  to  be  a  guinea 
paid  in  one  way,  and  a  guinea  in 
another,  fo  that  he  was  to  have 
nothing  of  ithimfelf.  If  the  money 
could  be  procured,  the  pardon 
would  follow  as  of  courfe.  The 
jury  would  eafily  conceive  that  a 
mother,  believing  that  a  pardon 
could  be  thus  obtained  for  her  fon, 
would  ftrain  every  nerve  to  procure 
the  money.  At  dr  ft  fhe  could  only 
raife  three  guineas,  part  of  the  fum 
which  the  prifoner  required  for  this 
purpofe  ;  part  of  this  fhe  borrowed 
and  gave  to  the  prifoner.  He  then 
laid,  he  mull  have  more  money.  He 
appointed  the  next  day  to  fee  her 
for  that  purpofe.  He  afterwards 
ga\e  the  mother  hopes  that  pardon 
would  foon  arrive ;  in  the  mean¬ 


time  he  had  two  guineas  more  of 
her.  She  faw  no  more  of  -him  for 
a  month,  during  which  time  (he 
was  in  the  moft  anxious  fufpence, 
dreading  the  execution  of  her  fon, 
but  ftill  waiting  for  the  hopeful  ef¬ 
fect  of  this  man’s  intereft  with  thefe 
great  characters.  On  a  fubfeqnent 
application  from  the  prifoner  to 
obtain  another  guinea  from  this 
poor  woman,  he  bad  ic,  and  that 
was  all  the  could  raife ;  fhe  ther* 
faid  flie  hoped  the  pardon  would 
foon  arrive.  lie  faid  it  was  actually 
accomplifhed,  and  only  waited  for 
certain  matters  of  form  .That  were 
absolutely  ne cedar y  in  fuch  cafes. 
He  then  afked  her,  in  cafe  the 
pardon  came,  how  much  more  die 
would  give  him  ?  She  faid,  fhe 
would  make  it  ten  guineas.  He 
afked  how  that  was  to  be  paid?. 
She  faid  fhe  would  give  him  her 
note  of  hand.  No!  a  note  of  hand 
would  not  do ;  and  finding  lie  could 
not  get  any  thing  pile  from  her,  he 
made  ufe  of  a  fentence  that  dis¬ 
graced  the  character  of  a  man. 
He  damned  her  Mood,  and  faid  he 
would  do  no  more  lor,  her  fon  ;  in 
that  ftate  he  fliould  leave  her,  and 
that  he  would  ufe  his  influence  to 
ftop  the  pardon  from  going  any 
further.  In  this  diffracted  ftate 
this  poor  woman  was  left  by  the 
prifoner.  However,  the  had  after¬ 
wards  an  opportunity  of  ftating  her 
condition  to  thofe  who,  for  the 
purpofes  of  public  juftiee,  infti- 
tuted  this  profecution.  The  pri~ 
foner’s  pretence  was,  that  he  had 
intereft  with  the  duke  of  Portland. 
That  noble  duke  was  at  the  head 
of  that  department  of  the  ftate, 
from  whence,  on  juft  occafions,  the 
royal  mercy  flowed.  It  was  the 
moft  valuable,  the  moft  important, 
and,  he  believed  he  might  add,  the 
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mod  pleafant  prerogative  of  his 
majefty,  to  fhew  his  royal  mercy  ; 
but  he  was  confident  that  the  noble 
duke  would  never  fuffer  an  appeal 
to  be  made  to  it,  in  his  name,  but 
in  the  moll  delicate  manner,  and  on 
the  moft  proper  occafion.  It  was 
not  to  be  obtained  for  money,  nor 
by  any  influence  whatever,  except 
in  cafes  where  it  was  juft  and  pro¬ 
per  that  appeal  ihould  be  made  to 
the  fountain  of  mercy.  lie  fliould 
therefore  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
calling  upon  the  noble  duke  to  de¬ 
clare  whether  the  prifoner  had  any 
influence  with  him ;  not  that  any 
man  of  fenfe  in  the  kingdom  could 
lufpedt  fuch  a  thing,  but  merely 
out  of  form,  to  fupport  one  of  the 
allegations  of  this  indi&ment.  He 
fliould  put  the  fame  queftion,  for 
the  fame  reafon,  to  hr  Wutkin 
Lewes  and  Mr.  Baldwin.  He  fliould 
call  the  other  witnefles  to  prove  the 
cafe,  and  then,  he  believed,  the 
jury  would  congratulate  themfelves 
on  the  opportunity  they  had  of  do¬ 
ing  juflice  to  the  public  in  this  moft 
important  cafe. 

The  conviction  and  fentence  of 
John  Sanders,  the  perfon  for  whom 
the  prifoner  pretended  .  he  would 
obtain  a  pardon,  was  proved,  as  a 
neceflitry  point  of  form. 

Ann  Keys,  the  mother,  was  then 
called.  She  gave  her  evidence  as 
follows  : 

I  had  a  fon  of  the  name  of  John 
Sanders,  he  was  convicted  and  con¬ 
fined  in  Newgate.  I  know  the  pri¬ 
foner  very  well.  lie  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  me  by  means  of  a 
Woman  of  the  name  of  Sells.  He 
Lad  done  fomethmg  for  fome  i'mug- 
glers  that  were  confined.  On  the 
1  ft  or  -2il  of  July,  1  do  not  know 
which,  he  came  t  >  me  from  Sells. 
He  came  to  my  houfe  on  .a  Saturday, 


but  as  I  was  not  at  home  then,  he 
came  again  on  the  Sunday  after¬ 
noon.  The  fir  ft  thing  he  a  Iked  me 
was,  if  1  had  a  fon  in  trouble?  I 
told  him  I  had.  He  told  me  he 
could  be  of  great  fervice  to  him, 
but  it  would  be  attended  with  a 
very  great  expenee.  I  told  him  I 
was  a  poor  woman,  but  I  would  do 
all  that  was  in  my  power.  He  laid 
he  was  fometimes  a  rich  man  him- 
felf,  fometimes  a  poor  man,  fome¬ 
times  a  houfe-keeper,  and  fometimes 
a  room-keeper.  He  told  me  he  was 
a  ferjeant  under  fir  Watkin  Lewes, 
in  the  city  militia.  He  afked  me 
what  I  would  agree  to  give  him  for 
getting  my  fon  on  hoard  a  man  ofo 
war?  I  told  him  my  fon  had  ferved 
his  majefty,  and  was  wounded  on 
the  lft  of  June,  and  that  I  wifhed 
him  to  ferve  his  majefty  again.  He 
told  me  he  could  do  it  with  a  great 
deal  of  eafe ;  that  he  had  cleared 
fmugglers,  and  that  it  was  a  great 
deal  eafier  to  clear  a  criminal  than 
a  fmuggler,  becaufe  fmugglers  were 
againft  government.  He  laid,  if  I 
would  put  five  guineas  down,  he 
would  make  no  doubt  but  that  he 
fliould  clear  him,  fo  that  in  a  very' 
little  time  he  ihould  go  and  ferve 
his  majefty.  1  agreed  to  give  him 
five  guineas.  He  told  me,  if  he 
could  not  get  him  to  ferve  his  ma,- 
jefiy  on  board  a  man  of  war,  he 
would  return  me  my  money  again. 
He  faid  he  had  an  influence  with 
Mr.  Baldwin,  and  if  he  knocked  at 
the  door  of  the  duke  of  Portland’s 
houfe,  lie  was  introduced  to  his 
grace,  when  noblemen  m  their  car-? 
riages  were  obliged  to  wait.  He 
told  me  be  ihould  not  aik  for  any 
more  money ;  blit  if  be  got  my  ion 
on  hoard  a  man  of  war,  he  ihould 
leave  it  to  my  generofity.  lie  faid 
he  had  an  influence  with  his  grace 
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the  duke  of  Portland’s  groom  of  the 
bed-chamber,  and  that  he  had  been 
with  him  a  great  many  times.  I 
told  him  I  had  but  three  guineas 
then,  but  that  I  would  the  next  day 
give  him  the  remaining  two  gui¬ 
neas.  I  gave  him  the  three  guineas, 
and  the  next  day  he  came  for  the 
other  two.  lie  faid  he  had  no 
doubt  but  that  he  fhotild  get  the 
pardon,  and  that  very  foon,  to  go 
on  board  of  a  man  of  war,  but  if  his 
free  pardon  came  down  be  fhould 
not  be  furprifed.  All  l  wanted  was 
a  pardon  on  condition  of  his  ferving 
his  majefty.  lie  faid  that  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win  was  a  great  friend  of  his ;  that 
he  was  a  ferjeant  in  the  city  militia. 
Nothing  further  palled  then.  About 
a  fortnight  afterwards  he  came  to 
me  and  jfhook  hands  with  me ;  he 
wifhed  me  joy,  and  told  me  all  was 
finifhed,  but  wanted  to  know,  if  I 
could  let  him  have  a  couple  more 
guineas.  I  told  him  it  was  not  in 
my  power.  He  afked  me  if  I  would 
meet  him  in  Newgate  on  the  next 
Sunday,  and  let  him  have  one  gui¬ 
nea  more  ?  I  agreed  to  meet  him  in 
Newgate,  and  I  met  him  there  in 
the  condemned  room,  where  my 
fon  was,  'and  there  I  gave  him  one 
guinea.  He  lb 00k  hands  with  my 
fens  friend,  and  wilhed  him  joy  of 
his  friend’s  pardon,  which  was  come 
down,  he  faid.  I  did  not  fee  him 
afterwards  for  a  fortnight  or  three, 
weeks,  at  which  period  he  called  at 
my  houfe,  and  told  me  that  all  was 
fettled,  but  afked  me  to  let  him 
have  two  more  guineas.  1  told  him 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  let  him 
have  it.  1  told  him  the  agreement 
was  for  five  guineas ;  ami  that  I 
would  give  him  more  when  my  fon 
Was  pardoned,  on  condition  of  ferv¬ 
ing  his  majefty ;  upon  which  he 
put  himfelf  in  a  great  pafhon,  and 
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faid — “  Damn  his  blood,  he  would 
not  do  any  more  for  him  ;  and  he 
would  flop  what  he  had  done  for 
him.”  Pie  told  me  he  had  faved  his 
life.  “  No,”  fays  I ;  “  vou  have 
not  faved  his  life,  Mr.  jfheriff  Lip- 
trap  has  faved  his  life,  if  it  is  laved; 
for  he  had  presented  a  petition  for 
him.”  The  pnfoner  faid,  it  was 
the  fame  fort  of  bufmefs  as  the 
fmugglers  :  he  had  been  promiied 
30I.  for  that,  but  had  only  13I.  He 
afked  me  what  monev  1  would  give 
him  of  my  own  generofity,  if  his 
pardon  fhould  come  down.  I  told 
him  he  had  had  fix,  and  that  I 
would  give  him  four  more,  to  make 
it  ten.  He  faid,  “  Ten! — what  is 
ten  r”  “  A  great  deal,”  faid  I,  “  for 
fuch  a  poor  woman  as  I  am.”  He 
afked  me  how  he  was  to  come  at 
that  money?  I  told  him  I  would 
give  him  my  note  of  hand.  He  faid, 
that  would  not  do.  1  faid,  “  I 
would  fell  the  bed  from  under  me, 
when  his  pardon  comes,  to  give  you 
the  money,”  He  faid,  that  would 
not  do;  it  was  not  enough.  At  this 
time  I  began  to  fufpebt  him.  I 
thought  he  was  a  bad  man.  Pie 
faid  the  money  went  through  fo 
many  different  channels,  that  he 
fhould  not  have  a  halfpenny  of  it 
left  for  himfelf.  From  that  time  I 
faw  no  more  of  him,  until  I  faw 
him  at  Bow-fireet. 

Sarah  Hackett  corroborated  the 
laft  witnefs,  and  fwore  fhe  faw  fome 
of  the  money  paid  to  the  pnfoner 
who  came  to  the  mother’s  houfe,  in 
confequence  of  an  application  that 
ilie  imderilood  to  have  been  made 
to  him  by  the  wife  of  Sanders,  and 
who  made  that  application  to  the 
pnfoner,  after  having  heard  that  he 
had  procured  the  pardon  of  fome 
fmugglers. 

The  duke  of  Portland  was  then 
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examined  to  prove  the  matter  of 
form  dated  by  Mr.  G arrow.  The 
noble  duke  faid,  that  the  prifoner 
had  no  influence  whatever  with 
him. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid,  that  certainly 
the  prifoner  had  no  influence  with 
him,  but  the  contrary.  That  he 
held  a  confidential  office  under  bis 
grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  through 
which  the  letters  of  pardon  come. 
Pie  bad  feen  the  prifoner,  Knowles, 
before.  He  did  not  know  whether 
it  was  for  the  purpofe  of  foliciting 
pardon  that  he  came  to  his  office, 
lie  believed  he  might  have  come  to 
his  office,  to  folicit  pardon  for  Gee 
and  Richards,  two  fmugglers.  The 
prifoner  prefented  a  petition  at,  his 
office,  and  he  thought  he  faid  he 
came  from  fir  Yvatkin  Lewes.  Gee 
and  Richards  were  pardoned,  but 
they  were  pardoned  on  condition  of 
f'erving  in  his  majefly’s  navy,  and 
they  were  very  good  feamen,  and 
therefore  it  was  thought  proper  un¬ 
der  thefe  cireumftances  to  pardon 
them.  Some  time  after  this  the 
prifoner,  he  thought,  brought  ano¬ 
ther  petition  to  the  office;  whether 
it  was  for  Sanders,  or  for  a  perfon 
of  the  name  of  Hill,  he  did  not 
know.  He  allied  the  prifoner  how 
he  came  to  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  thefe  matters,  for  he  then  be¬ 
gan  to  fufpedt  him,  and  doubted 
whether  he  was  not  improperly  em¬ 
ployed  in  that  fort  of  bufmefs; 
and  therefore  told  him,  fhat  any 
petition  which  he  ffiould  bring  af¬ 
ter  that  would  not  be  attended  to, 
becaufe  he  had  great  reafon  to  think 
the  prifoner  was  acting  improperly. 
He  therefore  forbade  his  coming  to 
the  office  on  any  bufmefs  what¬ 
ever  ;  notwithflanding  which,  he 
believed  that  in  a  day  or  two  after¬ 
wards  he  met  the  prifoner  coming 


from  the  office.  He  afked  him,  how 
he  could  have  the  affurance  of  cow¬ 
ing  there,  after  what  had  paffied  be¬ 
tween  them  ?  and  he  would  venture 
to  affirm,  that  the  prifoner  never 
could  have  any  influence,  or  any 
chance  of  fucceeding  in  any  appli¬ 
cation  that  he  fhould  make  at  the 
office  for  pardon,  or  any  other  fa¬ 
vour. 

This  was  in  the  fummer,  but 
whether  in  the  month  of  July  or 
not,  he  could  not  tell.  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win  added,  he  thought  it  was  fit 
that  the  court  fhould  know,  he  was 
fure  it  was  fit  that  the  public  fhould 
know,  that  there  was  not  one  far¬ 
thing  of  expence  attending  applica¬ 
tions  for  pardons.  No  fees  what¬ 
ever  are  paid,  nor  any  required  that 
he  knew  of,  upon  thefe  applications. 
That  whenever  a  pardon  was  ob¬ 
tained,  it  was  without  one  farthing 
of  expence  in  the  granting  it. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes  was  then  ex¬ 
amined.  He  faid  he  knew  the  pri¬ 
foner  at  the  bar.  He  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  him  as  a  ferjeant  in  the 
London  militia.  He  told  him  he 
appeared  to  be  too  old  for  that  of¬ 
fice,  but  afterwards  he  told  him  he 
would  make  him  a  temporary  fer¬ 
jeant,  and  that  was  the  way  he  came 
to  make  ufe  of  the  name  of  fir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes.  He  did  not  know  him 
antecedent  to  that  time.  Subfequent 
to  that  time  he  had  employed  him 
on  various  occafions,  in  going  about 
bufinefs  relative  to  the  regiment, 
but  on  nothing  elfe ;  and  that  he  un- 
derflood  to  be  his  principal  em¬ 
ployment.  He  had  not  the  lead 
influence  with  him.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  prifoner  defired  him  to 
give  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Portland 
or  Mr.  Baldwin,  relative  to  fome 
pardon,  but  he  pofitively  refuted, 
and  told  him  he  never  did  write 

a  letter 
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a  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  or 
make  any  recommendation  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  any  prifoner,  unlefs  upon 
petition  prefented  and  recommend¬ 
ed  by  perfons  of  refpeClability  and 
whom  he  knew,  ftating  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  application,  and  cer¬ 
tifying  the  general  good  character 
and  conduct  of  the  perfon  on  whofe 
behalf  the  pardon  was  foiicited. 

Mr.  Knapp  addreffed  the  jury,  on 
behalf  of  the  prifoner,  in  a  fpeech 
of  confiderable  length,  in  which  he 
contended,  that,  although  it  was 
clear  from  the  evidence  of  the  no¬ 
ble  duke,  of  fir  VVatkin  Lewes,  and 
of  his  learned  friend,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
that  the  prifoner  had  no  influence 
\vith  either,  yet  from  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe,  it  was  not  unrea- 
fonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  prifoner 
might  have  thought  he  could  have 
fucceeded  in  this  cafe,  as  he  did  in 
the  cafe  of  the  fmugglers,  and  there¬ 
fore  there  was  no  intent  to  defraud 
the  perfon  of  whom  the  money  was 
obtained  for  foliciting  this  pardon. 
He  maintained  that  the  parties  had 
agreed  in  this  cafe,  that  the  prifoner 
fhould  try  what  he  could  do ;  and 
although  he  failed,  yet  as  he  had 
tifed  his  endeavours,  he  had  not  ob¬ 
tained  the  money  under  falfe  pre¬ 
tences,  but  was  entitled  to  take  it, 
upon  the  general  maxim,  that  every 
labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 

The  prifoner  faid  a  few  words  in 
his  own  defence,  but  which  had  but 
little  bearing  upon  the  cafe. 

The  chief  baron,  in  an  able 
charge,  ftated  to  the  jury  the  fub- 
flance  of  the  indictment,  the  whole 
of  the  evidence,  and  commented 
upon  the  points  which  were  molt 
material  for  their  confideration. 

This  indictment,  he  faid,  was 
founded  on  an  aCt  of  parliament  paff- 
«d  in  the  30th  year  of  the  late  king. 


The  neceflary  ingredients  to  prove 
this  charge  were,  That  the  party 
acculed  fliould  be  proved  to  have 
reprefented  himfelf  to  be  in  a  fitua- 
tion  in  which  he  was  not ;  or  hat¬ 
ing  a  thing  to  have  happened  which 
he  knows  has  not  happened  ;  or 
ftating  that  fuch  a  thing  is  likely  to 
happen,  which  he  has  no  reafon  to 
believe  will  happen.  Thefe  were 
the  three  ingredients  which  were 
neceflary  to  lubftantiate  the  charge 
exhibited  againft  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar. 

In  confideringthis  cafe, he  thought 
it  neceflary  to  caution  the  jury  in 
this  ftage  of  the  hufinefs  to  reprefs 
all  fpecies  of  refenlment  againft  the 
aCt  with  which  the  prifoner  was 
charged ;  to  keep  their  minds  per¬ 
fectly  cool  upon  the  matter  ; ,  and  to 
leave  out  of  the  cafe  entirely,  for  the 
prefent,  all  feelings  of  refentment 
againft  the  deteftable  nature  of  the 
offence.  This  was  important  in 
many  views  of  the  fubjeCt.  It  was 
highly  important  to  the  individual 
who  flood  charged,  and  highly  im¬ 
portant  alfo.'  to  the  public  adminif- 
tration  of  juftice.  It  was  impoffi- 
ble  that  any  thing  fliould  be  more 
important  to  this  country  than  this  ; 
that  the  royal  mercy  fhould  not  be 
ohftruCted  or  interrupted,  by  the 
artifice  of  individuals  making  an  im- 
preffion  againft  the  propriety  of  ap¬ 
plying  for  mercy,  by  the  effeCt 
which  their  conduit  might  have  in 
cafes  where  they  had  attempted  to 
abufe  that  prerogative,  and  at  the 
fame  time  impofed  on  the  minds  of 
men  who  were  overwhelmed  with 
terror,  when  their  lives  were  in 
jeopardy.  And  further,  that  the 
public  opinion  ftiould  be  confirmed, 
that  the  royal  mercy  flows  in  fo 
pure  a  channel  that  nothing  can 
corrupt  or  injure  it.  The  price 
*  R  2  which 
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which  we  paid  in-  this  country  for 
the  due  adminiftration  of  juftice  and 
the  fettled  rules  of  law,  applied  to 
the  prerogative  of  mercy,  as  well 
as  every  other  branch  of  diftribu- 
tive  juftice;  becaufe  it  was  impofli- 
ble  to  fettle  any  preciie  rule  of  law 
which  might  not  become  too  fevere, 
if  applied  to  every  particular  cafe 
that  came  under  the  defeription  of 
that  precife  rule.  Let  preciie  rules 
be  ever  fo  wifely  formed,  fome  parti¬ 
cular  cafes  would  fall  under  them, 
which,  if  judged  of  rigidly,  would 
be  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  the 
moll  humane  and  the  moll  confide- 
rate  ;  and  therefore  it  was,  that  the 
prerogative  of  pardon  was  given  to 
the  king,  in  order  that  thole  cafes 
which  could  not  be  difpofed  of  by 
thefe  rules,  without  great  dilirefs  to 
our  feelings,  might  be  foftened  down 
by  the  exercife  of*  royal  mercy. 
Without  fueh  a  prerogative,  pofitive 
rules  might  fometimes  occalion  fub- 
llantial  injuftice,  and  on  this  ac¬ 
count  his  m aje fly’s  power  to  pardon 
became  one  of  the  great  advantages 
of  the  fubjed.  With  refpedt  to  pe¬ 
titions  for  mercy,  it  was  not  to  be 
confide  red  that  the  leave  to  prefent 
a  petition  was  matter  of  favour.  It 
was  the  right  of  the  fubjed  in  this 
country,  to  petition  for  mercy  as 
well  as  for  any  other  object.  When 
thefe  petitions  were  prefeated,  they 
were  fitted  as  much  as  poffible  at 
the  office  of  the  fecretary  of  Hate, 
and  the  refult  of  the  whole  was 
laid  before  his  majcfty,  who,  with 
the  advice  of  his  council,  dif¬ 
pofed  of  them  as  fhould  feem  meet. 

The  jury  would  now  confider 
whether  the  allegations  in  the  in- 

i-' 

didment  were  or  were  not  proved; 
and  that  was  their  exclufive  province 
to  determine.  [Here  his  lordfliip 
recited  the  evidence.] 


The  queflion  for  the  jury  would 
be,  Whether  the  prifoner  did  or 
did  not  pretend  to  an  influence 
which  he  did  not  poflefs,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  money  of  this  poor 
woman  ?  In  judging  of  this  cafe, 
the  jury  would  take  the  whole  of 
it  into  conlideration.  The  main 
points  were  three:  Whether  he  did 
or  did  not  milleprefent  himfelf  as  to 
his  own  fituation?  whether  he  did 
or  did  not  do  what  he  did  with  in¬ 
tent  to  defraud?  and,  whether  he 
did  not  adually  obtain  this  money 
in  confequence  of  falfe  reprefenta- 
tions?  If  the  jury  found  thefe  facts 
in  the  affirmative,  it  would  be  their 
duty  to  find  the  prifoner  guilty;  if 
they  doubted  either  of  thefe  points, 
th  ey  fhould  acquit  him. 

The  jury  withdrew,  and  remained 
out  of  court  for  above  half  an  hour, 
and  returned  their  verdict — Guilty. 
This,  although  only  a  mifdemeanor, 
fubjeds  the  prifoner  to  tranlporta- 
tion  for  feven  years. 

There  is  another  charge  of  the 
fame  kind  againft  him,  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  another  perlbn. 


Trial. — Eften,  verfus ,  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton. 

February  22. — This  was  an  adion 
brought  to  recover  damages  of  the 
defendant,  for  criminal  conver- 
fation  with  the  plaintiff’s  wife. 

Mr.  Gibbs  opened  the  cafe  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff;  he  Hated 
that  this  adion  was  brought  by  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  James  Eften,  againft 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,  to  recover 
compenfation  for  an  injury  which 
he  had  received,  in  confequence  of 
what  the  jury  had  heard  Hated  from 
the  declaration. 

The  circumftances  which  ought 
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to  govern  the  conduct  of  a  jury  in 
eftimating  damages  in  cafes  of  this 
fort,  were  different  in  almoft  every 
cafe  from  thofe  which  went  before 
it;  but  the  principle  upon  which 
thefe  damages  were  to  be  eitiraated 
was  always  the  fame.  The  jury 
would  apply  the  circumftances  of 
this  cafe  to  that  principle,  and  then 
they  would  examine  what  compen- 
fation  was  in  their  opinion  clue  to 
Mr.  Eften  ;  whatever  they  thought 
was  due  they  would  give  to  him, 
and  with  that  he  would  be  content. 

Mr.  Effen,  in  the  year  1783,  was 
the  purfer  of  a  thip  in  the  navy, 
and  not  opulent.  He  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mrs.  Ellen  about 
this  time,  and  in  the  year  1784 
they  were  married  ;  they  lived  to¬ 
gether  in  England,  where  they  had 
a  daughter,  the  iffue  of  the  mar¬ 
riage;  in  the  year  1787,  they  went 
from  hence  to  Dublin;  during 
all  this  time  there  was  no  impu¬ 
tation  upon  either  Mr.  Eften  or 
Mrs.  Ellen’s  honour;  he  continued 
to  fupport  himfelf  and  his  family 
from  his  fituation,  which,  as  had 
been  obferved  already,  was  that  of 
a  purfer,  and  not  a  very  opulent 
one,.  Mr.  Eften  was  at  this  time  in¬ 
capable  of  making  for  his  wife  and 
daughter  fuch  further  provifion  as 
he  could  have  wilhed  ;  and  Mrs. 
Eften  imagining  the  had,  and  as  it 
appeared  (lie  had,  talents  for  the 
ftage,  (lie  tried  fuch  talents  at  Dub¬ 
lin,  and  Oie  was  fuccefsful,  and 
confequently  was  foon  enabled  to 
fupport  herfelf  handfomelv  ;  but 
Mr.  Eften  not  chufing  to  be  a  bur¬ 
then  upon  his  wife,  and  his  em. 
barraffments  having  increafed  on 
him,  and  finding  that  he  was  in¬ 
capable  of  fupporting  his  wife,  and 
thinking  it  improper,  if  Hie  was 
capable,  that  Mrs.  Eften  ftiould  fup¬ 


port  him,  although  fo  well  able 
to  fupport  herfelf,  determined  on 
looking  out  for  means  whereby  to 
better  his  fortune.  Had  Mr.  Ellen 
been  left  to  his  own  choice,  no¬ 
thing;  would  have  contributed  to 
his  happinefs  fo  much  as  that  of 
living  with  his  family,  hut  it  became 
neceffary  for  him  to  try  to  improve 
his  fortune,  and  therefore  a  tem¬ 
porary  reparation  between  him  and 
Mrs.  Eften  took  place.  Mrs,  Eften 
was  accordingly  left  with  the.  child 
at  Dublin,  and  Mr.  Eften  return¬ 
ed  to  England,  purfued  the  line  of 
life  which  had  been  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  continued  from  that 
time  to  the  prefent  without  the  leaft 
imputation  upon  his  character.  In 
the  year  1789,  Mr.  Eften  went  as 
purfer  in  his  majefty’s  Ihip  the 
Europa,  from  England  to  Jamaica, 
and  from  thence  to  St.  Domingo, 
and  entitled  himfelf  by  his  conduct 
to  the  regard  of  thofe  under  whom 
he  adted,  and  was  advanced  to  a 
fituation  of  trull  and  profit,  by 
which  his  fortune  was  much  im¬ 
proved,  which  improvement  lie 
might  have  enjoyed  with  his  wife, 
but  for  the  conduct  of  the  duke 
of  Hamilton.  But  for  the  a&  of 
that  noble  duke,  Mr.  Eften  might 
have  enjoyed  the  fociety  and  com¬ 
fort  of  his  wife,  and  with  that 
refpedt  which  be  wilhed.  Mrs. 
Eften  continued  on  the  ftage  un¬ 
til  the  year  1703.  She  quitted  the 
theatre  in  Dublin  and  came  to  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  from  the  time  Ihe  went 
on  the  ftage  to  the  moment  he  was 
about  to  ipeak  of,  the  breath  of 
fcandal  had  never  been  directed 
towards  her  name  ;  no  imputation 
had  been  call  upon  her,  that  lhe 
had  been  faithlefs  to  her  hufband’s 
bed ;  and  Mr.  Eften  hoped  he 
would  have  been  able,  as  he  would 
*  it  3  have 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


446* 

have  been,  but  for  the  condud  of 
the  defendant,  to  return  to  the  do- 
meftic  comfort  which  it  was  his 
object  to  prepare  when  he  feparated 
for  a  time  from  his  wife ;  as  he 
fairly  left,  fo  he  hoped  upon  his 
return  to  find  the  honour  of  his 
wife.  In  the  year  1793,  as  he  had 
bated  already,  Mrs.  Eften  appeared 
on  the  Itage  in  Edinburgh ;  there 
the  duke  of  Hamilton  met  her; 
what  means  he  ufed  to  corrupt  her, 
he  knew  not,  but  the  fads  he  had 
to  fiate  of  her  were  thefe  :  that  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  went  from  his 
palace  in  Scotland  to  the  theatre 
In  Edinburgh,  and  openly,  publicly, 
and  in  the  face  of  day,  took  Mrs. 
Eften  into  his  carriage,  and  carried 

C,  7 

her  with  him  in  triumph  to  his 
palace,  where  they  afterwards  lived 
together  publicly  and  avowedly  as 
man  and  wife,  and  from  that  time 
to  this  the  duke  of  Hamilton  had 
cohabited  with  Mrs.  Eften  as  his 
wife.  The  means  by  which  he 
pradifed  on  her  virtue  he  could 
not  bate,  as  he  knew  nothing  of 
them.  He  was  bating  only  the 
fads,  for  he  knew  of  nothing  elfe 
in  the  matter.  Thefe  being  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  the  onlv 
queftion  for  the  jury  would  be,  the 
damages  they  would  give  to  Mr. 
Eften  for  what  had  happened.  In 
fpeaking  upon  that  i'ubjed,  be 
fhould  not  deferve  credit  with  the 
jury,  if  he  ftated  this  as  one  of  thofe 
aggravated  cafes  which  fometimes 
appeared  before  a  jury. — This  was 
not  a  cafe  in  which  the  defendant, 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,  had  become 
the  acquaintance  with  the  plaintiff, 
been  received  into'  his  Iioufe  as  ft 
friend,  and  then,  under  the'  mafic 
of  frieudlhip,  had  converted  the 
opportunity  which  the  plaintiff's 
Jioipitality  had  given  him,  to  the 


ufe  of  feducing  his  friend’s  wife, 
and  afterwards  had  carried  her  away 
from  that  friend’s  houfe  in  which 
he  had  been  received  as  a  gueft. 
It  was  not  a  cafe  in  which  there 
was  that  lpecies  of  malignity.  But 
the  defendant  was  a  man  of  high 
rank ;  he  trufted  the  jury  would 
think  on  the  effed  which  the  con¬ 
duct  of  great  men  was  lure  to  have 
on  the  morals  of  the  lower  claffes 
of  the  community.  It  had  been 
juftly  faid  by  the  noble  and  learned 
judge,  that  it  was  in  vain  for  the 
higher  ranks  of  fociety  to  expert 
their  inferiors  to  be  correct  in  their 
morals  by  mere  precept;  the  great 
fhould  fet  to  them  an  example  of 
good  morals.  It  was  their  duty 
to  do  fo;  every  intelligent  man  ex- 
peded  it  of  them,  from  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  education,  and  from 
the  comforts  which  their  fortunes 
fo  eafily  procured  for  them ;  fo 
as  they  had  lefs  diftrefs  they  had 
lefs  temptation.  He  defired  the 
jury  to  look  at  the  fituation  and 
condud  of  this  defendant,  and  alfo 
at  the  fitiiation  and  condud  of  this 
plaintiff,  at  the  time  when  this 
injury  happened. — The  plaintiff’s 
wife,  it  was  true,  was  not  torn 
from  his  bolbm  ;  but  while  he  was 
commendably  endeavouring  to  im¬ 
prove  his  fortune,  and  had  hopes 
of  returning  to  his  wife  to  enjoy  it, 
this  injury  was  done,  which  deftroy- 
ed  all  his  hopes.  That  he  had  great 
hopes  of  enjoying  happinefs  with  his 
wife,  was  evident,  from  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  a  friend  when  he  was 
informed  of  what  had  happened. 
He  faid  in  that  letter,  that  lie  could 
fcarcely  give  any  anfwer  to  his 
friend  upon  the  fubjed.  He  faid 
that  the  temporary  reparation  from 
his  wife  was  abiblutely  neceffary  lor 
his  fortune.  He  thought  lie  fhould 

have 
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Lave  been  happy  to  return  to  a  wife 
whom  ho  adored.  That  he  had 
always  thought  her  immaculate. 
God  only  knew  what  means  had 
been  ufed  to  aceomplifh  her  ruin,  & c. 

It  might  be  faid  that  Mrs.  Eden 
was  left  in  a  fixation  where  (lie 
was  expofed  to  attack ;  that  her 
hulband  left  her  on  the  ftage,  where 
the  was  much  expofed.  He  did 
not  know  whether  it  was  to  be 
infilled  upon,  that  a  woman  being 
left  on  the  ftage,  without  her  huf- 
band,  was  a  reafon  for  the  damages 
being  fmall,  for  that  much  levity 
was  natural  to  that  condition ;  he 
knew  the  good  fenfe  of  his  learned 
friend  would  not  induce  him,  of 
his  own  mind,  to  urge  fuch  a  topic 
for  defence  to  ft} eh  an  action  as 
this.  The  theatre,  like  other  fixa¬ 
tions  in  human  life,  was  much  di- 
verfified,  as  to  the  morals  of  thofe 
who  follow  it  as  a  profeftion.  He 
knew  many  of  that  profeftion  who 
were  excellent  examples  for  the 
practice  of  virtue  and  conjugal 
fidelity,  and  therefore  he  was  con¬ 
fident  the  jury  would  not  think 
that  the  damages  ftiould  be  the  lefs, 
becaufe  the  plaintiff  ’s  wife  was  on 
the  ltage  at  the  time  this  injury 
happened.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  conduct  of  the  defendant,  this 
lady’s  character  might ,  have  been 
ftill  immaculate.  He  had  nothing 
extraordinary  to  urge  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff  for  large  damages 
in  this  cafe ;  what  lie  had  chiefly 
to  urge  upon  that  topic,  was  for  the 
fake  of  example  to  the  public.  It 
was  not  very  important  to  the 
plaintiff  what  the  damages  were, 
for  they  would  never  reftore  to  him 
that  which  he  had  loft.  —  He  was 
now  in  a  fixation  that  placed  him 
above  want,  and  that,  in  the  pre- 
font  condition,  was  almoil  all  he 


cared  for.  But  although  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  thus  indifferent  to  him 
upon  the  fcore  of  damages,  it  was 
by  no  means  fo  with  regard  to  the 
public,  of  whole  good  morals  ju¬ 
ries  were  the  guardians.  Here  was 
a  noble  duke,  who,  in  defiance  of 
all  morality,  goes  from  his  palace 
to  the  theatre,  and  in  the  public 
face  of  day  committed  this  very 
immoral  aft;  carried  the  plaintiff’s 
wife  to  his  own  palace,  and  from 
thence  to  London,  and  lived  with 
her  afterwards  in  open  and  avowed 
adultery. — He  infilled  very  much 
on  the  neceffity  of  the  jury  correct¬ 
ing  this  fpecies  of  licentioulnefs  in 
high  life,  by  way  of  a  wholefome 
leflbn  to  all  orders  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  to  (hew  that  the  law  does 
not  allow  a  man,  on  account  of  his 
rank  or  fortune,  to  fet  public  mo¬ 
rality  at  defiance. 

The  marriage  being  proved, 

Thomas  Fairal,  fervant  to  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  was 
examined.  He  laid,  he  had  lived 
with  his  grace  for  upwards  oi  twenty 
years,  lie  remembered  going  with 
him  from  his  palace  in  Scotland,  to 
the  theatre  in  Edinburgh,  in  Augult, 
1793.  He  believed  it  was  in  order 
to  fetch  away  Mrs.  Eften. — Thp 
noble  duke  brought  her  with  him  to 
his  palace.  They  have  lived  to¬ 
gether  ever  ffnce  as  man  and  wile. 
They  are  now  in  England,  and  have 
conftantly  and  publicly  lived  to¬ 
gether,  and  a  child  was  born  fome 
time  ago  of  Mrs.  Eften. 

Lord  Kenyon  afked.  What  was 
the  age  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton. 
He  was  anfwered  that  his  grace  was 
about  40. 

His  lordfhip  allied,  Whether  the 
duke  was  divorced  lrom  his  cfo" 
chefs  ?  He  was  anfwered,  that  it 
was  underftood  that  his  grace  was 
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feparated  only,  and  not  divorced 
from  his  duchefs,  but  that  he  had 
been  feparated  a  long  time  before 
the  caul’e  of  this  action  arofe. 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid  he  w?as  of  coun- 
fel  for  his  grace  the  duke  of  Ha,- 
milton,  who  was  called  into  the 
court  according  to  the  procefs  of 
the  Englifli  law,  to  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Eften,  the  plaintiff  in  this  caufe. 
There  was  no  man  lefs  difpofed 
than  himfelf  to  differ  from  his 
learned  friend,  who  was  of  coun- 
fel  for  the  plaintiff,  in  a  great  many 
oblervations  he  had  made  to  the 
jury  this  day,  nor  lefs  difpofed  to 
differ  from  the  learned  and  noble 
judge  who  fat  upon  the  bench,  in 
the  general  fentiments  he  had  ut¬ 
tered  on  the  trial  of  caufes  of  this 
defcription.  But  the  more  weighty 
the  general  obfervations  were,  the 
more  important  it  was  that  they 
fhould  not  be  mifunderftood  or 
mifreprefented.  That  in  the  admi- 
niff ration  of  juftice,  an  example 
fhould  be  held  up  to  the  public, 
in  punifhing  any  individual  for  an 
offence  to  public  morals,  growing 
out  of  an  injury  to  another  indivi¬ 
dual,  was  a  doHrine  to  which  he 
readily  fubfcribed.  But  however 
deeply  that  was  impreffed  upon 
his  mind,  yet  when  any  individual 
came  into  that  court  to  complain 
of  a  civil  injury,  he  mull  have  his 
cafe  determined  by  the  rules  of  the 
Englifli  law;  and  upon  that  broad 
principle,  he  denied  that  the  duke 
of  Hamilton  could  be  called  upon 
to  anfwer  for  this  charge,  as  the 
prefent  cafe  flood  ;  and  however  the 
noble  and  able  judge  might  lament 
the  condu<ft  of  the  duke  of  Hamil¬ 
ton  in  this  cafe,  and  lie  did  not  hand 
in  that  court  to  defend  that  con¬ 
duct,  yet  he  was  perfuaded  his  lord- 
fbip  would  find  himfelf  called  upon 


by  the  rules  of  law,  which  wTere 
more  important  in  a  court  of  juf¬ 
tice  than  the  conduit  of  any  indi¬ 
vidual,  however  exalted  he  might 
be,  to  fay  that  the  plaintiff  could 
not  maintain  this  action.  He  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  noble  duke  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  moral 
duty,  but  ftill  the  cafe  muff  be  dif¬ 
pofed  of  according  to  the  rules  ot 
the  law  of  England.  He  was  not 
inft  rutted  by  the  duke  of  Hamil¬ 
ton  to  attack  the  character  of  Mr. 
Eften.  He  was  ready  and  willing 
to  admit,  that  he  became  the  hul- 
band  of  the  lady  becaufe  he  loved 
her.  It  was  extremely  natural 
he  fhould,  for  fhe  was  certainly  a 
very  handfome  woman,  and  highly 
accomplifhed  ;  he  had,  as  w  ell  as 
many  others,  had  occafion  to  ad¬ 
mire  her  talents,  as  fhe  had  given 
public  proof  of  them  upon  the  ftage. 
He  did  not  accufe  Mr.  Eften  of  any 
thing  difhonourable.  He  did  not 
mean  to  fay,  that  at  the  time  he 
left  his  wife  it  was  not  neceffary  he 
fhould  clo  fo,  in  order  that  he  might 
go  to  other  parts  of  the  world  to 
increafe  his  fortune.  He  admitted 
to  the  full  extent,  the  obfervations 
of  Mr.  Gibbs  upon  tbe  virtue  as 
well  as  vice  of  perfons  upon  the 
ftage.  He  had  the  pleafure  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  greateft  and 
the  brighteft  character  that  ever 
appeared  upon  it;  fhe  was  a  pattern 
to  others  for  her  conjugal  fidelity 
and  her  maternal  affection,  as  wrell 
as  for  her  tranfcendent  talents  ;  fhe 
w'as  an  ornament  to  her  fex  as  well 
as  to  her  profeffion.  There  were 
many  others  whofe  virtue  was  un- 
queflionable ;  nor  did  he  mean  to 
inlinuate  that  damages  ought  to  be 
fm. dl,  becaufe  the  perfon  alleged 
to  be  feduced  had  appeared  upon 
the  ftage ;  no  fuch  illiberal  idea  had 
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ever  entered  into  his  rnind,  and  he 
hoped  it  never  would.  But  the 
queftion  here  was,  what  was  the 
iituation  of  the  party  complaining  ? 
Upon  that  he  maintained  that  the 
plaintiff  had  no  right  of  adion  in 
this  cafe.  He  might,  however,  if 
that  was  his  objed,  go  with  his 
nonfuit  before  the  hoirfe  of  lords, 
and  he  did  not  apprehend  that  that 
would  be  a  reafon  for  parliament 
relating  to  grant  him  a  divorce. 
He  held  a  paper  in  his  hand,  which 
would  put  an  end  at  once  to 
this  caufe,  notwithffanding  that  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  had  done  that 
with  offentation  in  public,  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  done  any 
where ;  and  fo  he  was  fore  his  lord¬ 
fhip  would  tell  the  jury  when  that 
paper  came  to  be  read.  Mr.  Ellen 
Separated  from  his  wife,  no  matter 
whether  for  a  good  or  a  bad  reafon. 
That  reparation,  put  an  end  to  his 
right  to  maintain  this  action.  For 
the  law  of  England  in  this  cafe  was 
governed  by  the  very  fame  rules 
that  governed  the  Greenland  fffhery. 
If  you  ftrike  a  whale,  it  is  yours 
while  you  keep  hold  of  the  line  ; 
keep  the  line  faff  and  the  fh'h  is 
yours  ;  fo  that  if  you  ffrike  a  whale 
in  Greenland,  ar.d  your  line  is  long 
enough,  the  fbh  fha.ll  be  yours, 
though  it  fhould  pals  to  Nova 
Zemhla,  provided  you  keep  hold  of 
the  line;  but  if  you  let  go  the  line, 
the  fhh  becomes  the  property  of  the 
next  who  ftnkes  it.  So  in  this 
cafe,  the  wife  would  be  the  property 
oi  the  plaintiff,  had  he  kept  fall 
the  line;  but  having  let  go  the  line, 
fhe  became  the  property  of  the  next 
who  ft  ruck  her  Such  were  the 
plaintiffs  and  defendant's  cafes; 
for  the  law  of  Greenland  with  re- 
fped  to  whales,  was  the  law  of 
England  with  reiped  to  women. 


The  plaintiff  in  this  cafe  had  let 
the  line  fhp  out  of  his  hand,  when 
he  figned  an  agreement  for  a  (Sepa¬ 
ration  between  him  and  his  wife. — 
[Here  Mr.  Erfkine  read  the  deed  of 
feparation,  by  which  the  plaintiff 
covenanted  that  he  Ihould  have  no 
future  authority  over  his  wife  du¬ 
ring  life,  and  agreed  to  leparate  for 
ever.] 

Lord  Kenyon  afked  Mr.  Gibbs 
what  he  had  to  fay  to  this  deed  ? 

Mr.  Gftbbs  faid,  he  was  aware 
of  this  deed,  but  he  wi filed  his 
lordfhip  to  make  a  cafe  of  this, 
that  it  might  be  argued  before  the 
court. 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  this  deed  put  an  end  to 
this  adion,  for  the  ground  of  the 
adion  was,  that  the  plaintiff  had 
loft  the  comfort  of  the  fociety  of 
his  wife.  If  he  gave  up  his  right 
of  infilling  upon  that  fociety,  as 
by  this  deed  he  clearly  had’,  the 
very  ground  of  the  adion  was 
gone.  He  could  not,  however, 
forbear  lamenting,  that  a  branch  of 
one  of  the  oldell  families  in  this 
country,  one  of  the  firll  in  rank  in 
North  Britain,  Ihould  be  guilty  of 
fuch  indecorum  as  the  noble  duke 
had  been  in  this  cafe.  He  felt  it 
as  aninftance  of  lhameful  depravity, 
and  he  fhouid  not  be  forry  if  there 
were  means  of  punifhing  him  for  his 
guilt,  by  the  law;  but  lie  could  not 
do  it;  his  judgment  muff  be  con¬ 
fident  with  the  rules  of  law. 

Mr.  Gibbs  afked  his  lordfhip  to 
grant  a  cale  upon  the  fubjed. 

Lord  Kenyon  laid,  that  when  a 
gentleman  oi  known  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  talents  and  abilities  at  the 
bar  afked  tor  a  cafe,  upon  a  matter 
which  he  really  thought  to  be  ar¬ 
guable,  he  fhould  he  forry  to  re- 
fufe  it,  but  he  could  not  do  that 
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out  of  mere  compliment  to  the 
anxiety  of  the  parties.  This  was 
a  point  which  did  not  involve  any 
doubt,  and  therefore,  unlefs  Mr. 
Gibbs  prefied  it  with  confidence, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  grant 
a  cafe,  for  it  would  be  idle  to  argue 
a  thing  that  was  already  clear.  Had 
there  been  only  a  temporary  fepa- 
ration,  he  fhould  have  thought 
that  no  bar  to  the  adion;  but  here 
the  reparation  was  abfolute,  for  the 
plaintiff  could  never  compel  his 
wife  to  return  to  him,  and  there¬ 
fore  this  ad,  however  immoral, 
and  immoral  it  certainly  was,  and 
highly  fo  from  fuch  an  elevated 
character  as  that  of  the  noble  duke, 
yet  the  plaintiff  could  not  fay  on 
this  record,  that  he  had  loft  the 
comfort  of  the  fociety  of  his  wife 
by  the  conduct  of  the  defendant, 
fince  the  plaintiff  himfelf  had 
given  up  his  right  to  infill  on  that 
focietv. 

The  plaintiff  was  therefore  non- 
fuited. 


Trial  of  Mr.  Williams, for  publijhing 
Paine’s  Age  of  Reafon; 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  Weltminfter,  before  lord 
Kenyon  and  a  fpecial  jury,  the  trial 
of  Mr.  Williams,  for  puhlifhing  the 
firfl  and  l’econd  parts  of  Paine’s  Age 
of  Reafon. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  as  counfel  for  the 
profecution,  began  a  long  and  com- 
prehenfive  fpeech  by  hating  that, 
not  liavin g  the  honour  to  be  fvvorn 
as  counfel  for  the  king,  it  had  much 
oftener  fallen  to  Ins  lot  to  defend 
in'd  id  merits  for  libels  than  to  affift 
in  the  profecution  of  them;  that 
reverthelefs  he  felt  no  embarraif- 
ment  from  the  recolledion  of  his 


former  and  frequent  duties ;  the 
principles  which  he  had  always 
laid  down  in  defending  others,  he 
fhould  rigidly  adhere  to  in  the  pro¬ 
fecution  of  this  defendant.  The 
liberty  of  the  prefs  was  of  the  high- 
eff  importance  to  mankind.  Its 
liberal  and  unlicenfed  freedom  had 
led  to  ail  the  bleihngs  both  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  government,  which  Great 
Britain  enjoyed;  and  indeed  a  free 
prefs  never  could  exift  any  where 
without  (fubjed  to  the  laborious 
procefs  of  all  human  improve¬ 
ments)  bringing  the  world  to  a 
higher  pitch  of  civilization  and  hap- 
pinefs. 

Mr.  Erfkine  then  defined  the 
principles  and  limits  of  the  prefs, 
both  as  they  depended  upon  found 
policy,  and  upon  the  particular  law 
of  England,  and  cited  feveral  au¬ 
thorities  to  eftablifh,  that,  though 
controverfial  points  of  divinity 
might  be  the  legal  fubjed  of  dif- 
cuffion,  and  though  even  profound 
and  complicated  reafonings,  which 
in  their  conclufions  might  touch 
many  of  the  tenets  of  the  chriftian 
church,  were  admiffible,  yet  that 
the  utter  denial  of  the  existence  of 
chriftianity,  much  more  a  grofsly 
indecent  invedive  upon  the  whole 
of  its  dodrines,  and  a  mockery  of 
all  its  evidences,  had  ever  been  held 
to  be  a  high  mifdemeanor,  and 
punifhed  as  a  difgraceful,  infamous 
offence. 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that,  though 
the  law,  as  he  had  Hated  it,  and 
which  was  fettled  beyond  all  quef- 
tion,  was  enough  to  bind  the  con- 
fciences  of  the  jury,  yet  upon  a 
fubjed  fo  momentous  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  ex- 
plain  its  principles,  that  the  people 
might  feel,  that  inflead  of  being  un¬ 
juft  ly  bridled  by  its  reft  mints,  and 
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kept  in  ignorance  by  its  prohibi¬ 
tions,  the  weak  and  frniple  were 
protected  againll  the  artifices  of 
wickednefs,  whilft  all  that  reafon 
could  collect  for  fincere  and  en¬ 
lightened  reflection,  was  left  open 
for  meditation  and  eontroverfy. 
This  tafk  Mr.  Erfkine  went  through 
at  fome  length,  taking  at  the  fame 
time  the  higheft  pollible  ground  in 
fupport  of  the  rights  of  juries,  and 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

[He  next  proceeded  to  comment 
upon  each  of  the  paffages  feleCted 
by  the  indictment,  and  expofed 
their  dangerous  tendency,  as  well 
as  their  utter  repugnancy  to  every 
licence  of  printers,  which  the  law 
could  poffibly  tolerate.] 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that  for  him- 
felf  he  was  devoted  to  the  truths  of 
the  chriftian  religion,  not  from  the 
prejudices  of  education,  though  he 
had  been  religioufly  educated  by 
the  belt  of  parents,  but  from  the  re** 
flection  of  his  riper  years  and  un- 
derftanding;  that  it  was  the  great 
confolation  of  his  life ;  that  without 
it  he  fhould  confider  the  long  courfe 
of  his  health  and  profperity,  too  long 
and  too  uninterrupted  to  be  per¬ 
haps  good  for  any  man,  as  the  dull 
which  the  wind  fcatters,  and  rather 
as  a  fnare  than  as  a  bleffing.  He 
faid  that  the  religious  and  moral 
fenfe  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
was  the  great  anchor  which  alone 
could  hold  the  vefl’el  of  the  irate 
-amidft  the  ftorms  that  agitated  the 
world;  and  that  if  he  could  believe 
for  a  moment,  that  the  mafs  of  the 
people  were  to  be  debauched  from 
the  principles  of  religion,  which 
formed  the  true  bafis  of  that  huma¬ 
nity,  charity,  and  benevolence,  that 
had  been  fo  long  the  national  cha¬ 
rade  ri  it  ic  ;  in  fie  ad  of  mixing  him- 
ielf,  as  he  fome  times  had  done,  in 


political  reformations,  he  would  ra¬ 
ther  retire  to  the  uttermoft  corners 
of  the  earth,  to  avoid  their  agita¬ 
tion,  and  would  bear  not  only  the 
imperfections  and  abufes  complain¬ 
ed  of  in  our  own  wife  eftablifhment, 
but  even  the  word  government 
that  ever  exifled  in  the  world,  ra¬ 
ther  than  go  to  the  work  of  refor¬ 
mation,  with  a  multitude  fet  free 
from  all  the  reflraints  and  duties, 
and  difrobed  of  all  the  charities  of 
chriftianity,  who  had  no  fenfe  of 
God’s  exigence,  but  from  Mr. 
Paine's  obfervation  of  nature,  which 
the  mafs  of  mankind  had  no  lei- 
fure  to  contemplate,  nor  any  belief 
of  future  rewards  and  punifhments, 
to  animate  the  good  in  the  glorious 
purfuit  of  human  happinefs,  nor  to 
deter  the  wicked  from  deitroying  it 
even  in  its  birth.  But  he  knew  the 
people  of  England  better  —  they 
were  a  religious  people;  and  with 
the  bleffing  of  God,  as  far  as  was  in 
his  power,  he  would  lend  his  aid  to 
keep  them  fo.  He  had  no  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  freed  and  mod  extend¬ 
ed  difcuffions  upon  doctrinal  points 
of  the  chriftian  religion  ;  and  though 
the  law  of  England  did  not  permit 
it,  he  thould  not  dread  the  reafoned 
arguments  of  deifts  againft  the  exift- 
ence  of  chriftianity  itfelf,  becaule, 
as  was  faid  by  its  divine  author,  if 
it  was  of  God  it  would  ftand.  An 
intellectual  hook,  however  erro¬ 
neous,  add  re  fled  to  the  intellectual 
world,  upon  fo  profound  and  com¬ 
plicated  a  fubjeCt,  could  never  work 
the  mifehief  which  this  indictment 
was  calculated  to  rep  refs.  Such 
works  would  only  employ  the 
minds  of  men  enlightened  by  ftudy, 
to  a  deeper  inveftigation  of  a  fub- 
jeCt  well  worthy  of  their  deepeft 
and  continued  contemplation.  The 
powers  of  the  human  mind  were 
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given  for  human  improvement  and 
refinement,  in  the  awful  and  myfte- 
rious  career  of  human  exiftence. 
The  changes  produced  by  fuch  re¬ 
ciprocations  of  lights  and  intelli¬ 
gences  were  certain  in  their  pro- 
grelhon,  and  made  their  way  im¬ 
perceptibly,  as  conviction  came  up¬ 
on  the  world  by  the  final  and  irre- 
filtible  power  of  truth.  If  Chris¬ 
tianity  be  founded  in  falfehood,  let 
us  become  deifts  in  this  manner, 
and  he  was  contented.  But  this 
book  had  no  fuch  object,  and  no 
fuch  capacity.  It  presented  no  ar¬ 
gument  to  the  wife  and  enlighten¬ 
ed.  On  the  contrary,  it  treated  the 
faith  and  opinions  of  the  wifeft 
with  the  moft  fhocking  contempt, 
and  fiirred  up  men  without  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  learning,  to  a  total  and 
abfolute  disbelief  of  every  thing  hi¬ 
therto  held  facred,  and  confequent- 
]y  to  a  rejection  of  all  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  Hate,  which  flood 
only  upon  the  afiumption  of  their 
truth.  If  this  were  to  be  permitted, 
how,  in  God’s  name,  was  the  juftice 
of  the  country  to  be  adminiflered? 
Why  fhould  he  fubmit  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  court,  or  addrefs 
twelve  of  his  equals,  as  he  was  then 
addrelfing  the  jury,  to  pafs  fentence 
upon  their  neighbour  ?  Under  what 
fan&ions,  be  afked,  were  the  wit- 
nefles  to  give  their  teftimony?  and 
he  might  even  afk  the  king  himfelf, 
by  what  authority  he  could  com¬ 
mand  the  execution  of  the  fentence. 
The  w h ol e  j u d ic i al  fab ric  w as  b uilt 
upon  the  iolemn  oaths  of  every 
one  of  its  members  to  adminifter 
juftice,  as  God  fnould  help  them 
hereafter.  What  God?  that  God 
undoubtedly,  who  had  commanded 
kings  to  rule,  and  judges  to  judge 
in  juftice;  who  had  forbidden  men 
from  falfe  teftimony  aguinlt  their 


neighbours,  and  who  had  enforced 
thefe  commandments  by  the  reve¬ 
lation  of  the  unutterable  bleflings 
which  fhould  attend  their  obferv- 
ance,  and  the  awful  pumlhments 
which  fhould  await  their  tranfgref- 
fions. 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that  the  book 
appeared  to  him  to  be  as  cruel  and 
mifc hie vo us  in  its  effebls,  as  it  was 
illegal  in  its  principles.  The  poor* 
whom  it  affe&ed  to  pity,  were 
Stabbed  to  the  heart  by  it ;  they 
had  more  need  of  confutations  be¬ 
yond  the  grave,  than  thofe  who  had 
greater  comforts  to  render  life  de¬ 
lightful.  He  could  conceive  an 
humble,  innocent,  and  virtuous  man, 
furrounded  with  children,  looking 
up  to  him  for  bread  which  he  had 
not  to  give  them,  finking  under  the 
laft  day’s  labour,  and  unequal  to 
the  next,  yet  ftill  looking  up  with 
confidence  to  the  hour  when  all 
tears  fhould  be  wiped  from  the  eyes 
of  affliction,  and  bearing  the  bur¬ 
then  which  he  believed  his  Creator 
had  laid  upon  him  for  good,  in  the 
myfi erious  difpenfations  of  a  pro¬ 
vidence  which  he  adored.  What 
a  change  in  fuch  a  mind  might  not 
be  wrought  by  this  mercilel’s  pub¬ 
lication  S 

But  it  feems  this  was  an  age  of 
reafon,  and  the  time  and  the  perfon 
were  arrived  that  were  to  diffipate 
the  errors  which  had  overfpread  the 
pah  generation  of  ignorance.  The 
believers  in  chriftianity  were  many; 
but  it  belonged  to  the  few  that  were 
wife  to  correCt  their  credulity.  Be¬ 
lief  was  an  aCl  of  reafon ;  and  fu- 
perior  reafon  might  therefore  dic¬ 
tate  to  the  weak.  In  running  the 
mind  along  the  long  lilt  of  fincere 
and  devout  chriflians,  lie  could  not 
help  lamenting  that  INewtoii  had 
not  lived  to  this  dav,  to  have  had 
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his  ffiallownefs  filled  up  with  this 
new  flood  of  light.  But  the  lub- 
jed  was  too  awful  for  irony ;  he 
would  fpeak  plainly  and  diredly  : 
Newton  was  a  chriftian;  Newton, 
whofe  mind  had  burft  from  the 
fetters  cad  by  nature  upon  our 
finite  conceptions;  Newton,  whole 
fcience  was  truth,  and  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  whole  knowledgevof  it  wris 
philofophy — not  thole  viliohary  and 
arrogant  prefumptions  which  too 
often  ufurped  its  name,  but  philo¬ 
fophy  reding  upon  the  balls  of 
mathematics,  which,  like  figures, 
could  not  lie ;  Newton,  who  carried 
tiie  line  and  rule  to  the  uttermoft 
barriers  of  creation,  and  explored 
the  principles  by  which,  no  doubt, 
all  created  matter  was  held  together 
and  exihs.  But  this  extraordinary 
man,  in  the  mighty  reach  of  his 
mind,  overlooked  perhaps  the  er¬ 
rors  which  a  minuter  invefti  cation 
of  the  created  things  on  this  earth 
might  have  taught  him  of  the 
effence  of  his  Creator.  What  ihould 
then  be  laid  of  the  great  Mr.  Boyle, 
who  looked  into  the  organic  ftruc- 
ture  of  all  matter,  even  to  the 
brute,  inanimate  fubdance  which 
the  foot  treads  on  ?  Such  a  man 
might  be  fuppofed  to  be  equally 
qualified  with  Mr.  Paine  to  look 
up  through  nature  to  nature’s  God. 
But  the  refult  of  all  his  contempla¬ 
tion  was  the  mod  confirmed  and 
devout  belief  in  all  which  the  other 
holds  in  contempt,  as  defpicable  and 
drivelling  fuperftition. 

But  this  error  might  perhaps 
arile  from  a  want  of  due  attention 
to  the  foundations  of  human  juds- 
ment,  and  the  hructure  of  that 
underbanding  which  God  has  given 
us  for  the  invedigation  of  truth. 
Bet  that  quedion  be  anfvvered  by 
Mr.  Locke,  who  was,  to  the  higheft 


pitch  of  devotion  and  adoration,  a 
chriftian.— Mr.  Locke,  whofe  office 
was  to  detect  the  errors  of  thinking, 
by  going  up  to  the  fountains  of 
thought,  and  to  direct  into  the 
proper  track  of  reafoning  the  de¬ 
vious  mind  of  man,  by  blowing 
him  its  whole  procefs,  from  the  firft 
perceptions  of  fenfe  to  the  lad  con- 
cludons  of  ratiocination,  putting  a 
rein  belides  upon  falfe  opinion,  by 
pra&ical  rules  for  the  conduct  of 
human  judgment. 

But  thefe  men  were  only  deep 
thinkers,  and  lived  in  their  clofets, 
unaccuftomed  to  the  traffic  of  the 
world,  and  to  the  laws  which  prac¬ 
tically  regulate  mankind. 

Gentlemen,  in  the  place  where 
we  now  fit  to  adminider  the  juftice 
of  this  great  country,  above  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago  the  never  to  be  forgotten 
fir  Matthew  Hale  predded,  whofe 
faith  in  ehridianity  is  an  exalted 
commentary  upon  its  truth  and 
reafon,  and  whole  life  was  a  glo¬ 
rious  example  of  its  fweets,  admin 
raftering  human  judice  with  a  wif- 
bom  and  purity,  drawn  from  the 
pure  fountain  of  the  ehribian  dif- 
penfation,  which  has  been,  and  will 
be  in  all  ages,  a  fubject  of  the 
higheb  reverence  and  admiration. 

But  it  is  faid  by  the  author,  that 
the  chriftian  fable  is  but  the  tale 
of  the  more  antient  fuperftitions  of 
the  world,  and  may  be  eafily  de¬ 
tected  by  a  proper  imderftanding 
of  the  mythologies  of  the  heathens. 
Did  Milton  underhand  thofe  my¬ 
thologies?  Was  he  1  e Is  verfed  than. 
Mr.  Paine  in  the  fuperftitions  of 
the  world?  No,  they  were  the  fub- 
je<5t  of  his  immortal  fong— and 
though  Unit  out  from  all  recurrence 
to  them,  he  poured  them  forth  from 
the  bores  of  a  memory  rich  with  all 
that  men  ever  knew,  and  laid  them 
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in  their  order,  as  the  illuftration  of 
that  real  and  exalted  faith,  the  un- 
queftionable  fource  of  that  fervid 
genius,  which  call  a  fort  of  fhade 
upon  all  the  other  works  of  man — 

He  pafiecl  the  flaming  bounds  of  fpace  and 
time : 

The  jiving  throne,  the  fapphire  blaze, 

'W  here  angels  tremble  while  they  gaze. 

He  faw,  but  blafted  with  excels  of  light, 
Clofed  his  eyes  in  endlefs  night. 

But  it  was  the  light  of  the  body 
only  that  was  extinguifhed ;  “The 
celeftial  light  (hone  inward,  and 
enabled  him  to  vindicate  the  way s 
of  God  to  man.’'  The  refult  of  his 
thinking  wras  neverthelefs  not  the 
fame  as  the  author’s.  The  myfte- 
rious  incarnation  of  our  hleffed  Sa¬ 
viour,  which  this  work  blafphemed 
in  words  fo  wholly  unfit  for  the 
mouth  of  a  chriftian,  or  for  the  ear 
of  a  court  of  jiffiice,  that  he  durfl 
not,  and  would  not,  give  them  ut¬ 
terance,  Milton  made  the  grand 
conclufion  of  the  Paradife  Loft, 
the  reft  from  his  finifhed  labours, 
and  the  ultimate  hope,  expectation, 
and  glory  of  the  world — 

A  virgin  is  his  mother,  but  his  lire 
The  power  of  the  Mo  ft  High ;  he  Ilia  i  I  afcend 
The  throne  hereditary,  and  bound  his  reign 
With  earth’s  wide  bounds,  his  glory  with 
tlie  heaven’s. 

Mr.  Kyd  made  a  long  and  able 
defence  for  his  client,  lie  dated 
the  embarraffiment  which  the  fub- 
jebi  p relented,  but  reminded  the 
court  and  jury  of  the  freedom  of 
difcuffion  which  the  indictment 
J uiiified  and  compelled.  He  ex¬ 
plained  the  etymologies  of  blafphe- 
my,  profanenefs,  and  impiety, 
which  the  indictment  charged  on 
the  defendant,  and  which  the  crown 
were  bound  to  eftablifh  as  exiftine 
i,n  the  boqk.  He  read  p adages  to 


fliow  the  author’s  reverence  for  the 
Supreme  Being,  and  the  arguments 
for  his  unity  ;  and  fhowed,  that,  in 
denying  the  exiftenee  of  revelation, 
he  did  not  mean  to  difhonour  God, 
as  he  fhowed  that  the  law  of  nature 
was  a  revelation  let  up  in  every 
man’s  heart,  and  the  creation  a 
volume  where  he  might  colled!  his 
duties.  He  endeavoured  to  vindi¬ 
cate  the  charges  made  upon  the  bi- 
ble  by  the  author,  by  paffages  which 
he  propofed  to  feledt  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  but  which,  at  the  defire  of  the 
court  and  jury,  he  did  not  read,  but 
referred  to  the  pages,  and  named 
the  tranfactions  in  the  hiflorians  of 
the  Old  Teftament,  as  indecent  and 
immoral.  He  infilled  upon  the  free 
right  of  controverfy,  and  cited  the 
opinions  of  many  great  divines, 
particularly  Dr.  Lardner,  upon  the 
fubjedb 

Mr.  Kyd  then  fpoke  with  fevere 
reprehenfion  of  the  profecution,  as 
the  publication  for  which  the  printer 
was  ind idled,  would  never  have 
exifted  but  for  bifliop  Watfon’s 
Apology,  the  large  circulation  of 
which  had  excited  a  curiofity  to 
read  the  book  to  which  it  was  ah 
anfwer,  and  that  to  gratify  public 
curiofity  the  book  in  queftion  was 
publifhed.  Mr.  Kyd  faid,  that 
without  a  free  prefs  we  could  have 
had  no  reformation;  and  it  appear¬ 
ed  difficult  to  diftinguifh  an  attack 
upon  that  which  formed  the  parti¬ 
cular  eflablifhment  of  the  national 
church,  and  that  entire  religion  on 
which  it  was  founded.  If  the  au¬ 
thor,  bonajide ,  wrote  as  he  believed 
on  the  fubjedf,  both  appeared  to  be 
legal  or  illegal;  upon  tlie  fame  prin¬ 
ciple,  if  either  were  illegal,  both 
mufl  be  fo,  yet  the  legality  of 
controverfy  had  been  admitted  in 
all  the  cafes  in  the  books. — 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Kyd  made  many  other  observa¬ 
tions. 

Mr.  Erfkine  replied  at  confider- 
able  length  ;  and  taking  for  exam¬ 
ples  Several  of  the  palfages  in  the 
bible  feleded  by  Mr.  Kyd,  ex¬ 
plained  the  reafon  of  their  intro- 
dudion  into  Scripture.  He  faid 
the  hiftory  of  man  was  a  hiftory 
of  man's  vices  and  paffions.  His 
vices  and  paffions  could  not  be  re¬ 
buked  without  adverting  to  their 
exigence ;  and  many  of  the  in¬ 
fiances  feleded  were  recorded  as 
memorable  warnings  and  examples 
to  mankind  for  their  inftrudion. 
The  Jewifh  hiftory  was,  befides,  in 
many  parts,  connected  with  that 
ftupendous  Scheme  of  prophecy, 
which  formed  one  of  the  moll  un- 
anfwerable  arguments  for  the  truths 
of  chriftianity.  It  was  not  the  pur- 
pofe  of  God  to  deftroy  free  agency, 
by  overpowering  the  human  mind 
with  the  irrefiftible  liaht  and  con- 
vision  of  revelation,  but  to  leave 
men  to  colled  its  truths,  as  they 
were  gradually  illuftrated  in  the  ac- 
compliffiment  of  the  divine  pro- 
mifes  of  the  gofpel.  He  declared, 
that  bred  as  he  was  to  the  conside¬ 
ration  of  evidence,  he  confidered 
the  prophecy  concerning  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  Jewifh  nation  to  be, 
even  if  there  were  nothing  elfe  to 
Support  chriftianity,  absolutely  ir- 
reSiflible.  The  Jews  themfelves  did 
not  deny  the  exiftence  of  the  pro¬ 
phecies  ;  and  their  very  hiftory  was 
not  accountable  for  on  any  human 
principle.  Their  Separation  into 
tribes  to  preferve  the  genealogy  of 
Chrift ;  the  distinction  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah  from  which  he  was  to 
come  ;  the  fall  of  that  diftindion, 
when  that  end  was  accomplilhed ; 
the  predicted  departure  of  the  Scep¬ 
tre  from  Ifrael ;  the  deftrudion  of 


the  temple,  which  imperial  munifi¬ 
cence  in  vain  attempted  to  rebuild 
to  difgrace  the  prophecy ;  the  Scat¬ 
tering  of  this  nation  over  the  face  of 
the  whole  earth ;  the  Spreading  of 
the  gofpel  throughout  the  world  ; 
the  persecutions  of  its  true  minis¬ 
ters,  and  the  foretold  fuperftitions 
which  had  for  ages  defiled  its  wor¬ 
ship,  were  fads  which  no  man 
could  by  argument  do  away,  and 
which  certainly  no  ehriftian  State 
ought  to  tolerate  a  man  in  the  im¬ 
pudent  mockery  of,  without  any 
argument  at  all. 

Mr.  Erfkine  Spoke  with  the  high- 
eft  re  Sped  of  bifhop  Watfon,  and 
alio  of  Mr.  Mackintofh,  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  vindication  of  the 
learned  and  pious  authors  of  the 
profecution,  who  were  entitled  to 
the  public  gratitude  for  their  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  caufe  of  religion  and 
virtue. 

Lord  Kenyon  made  a  moil  able 
charge  to  the  jury.  He  ratified  the 
dodrines  as  laid  down  by  the  coun¬ 
sel  for  the  profecution,  the  proprie¬ 
ty  of  which  he  vindicated  and 
applauded,  lie  expreffed  his  own 
firm  convidion  of  the  truths 'of 
chriftianity  in  a  very  Solemn  and 
affeding  manner,  and  having  ex¬ 
pounded  the  law  to  the  jury,  left 
the  whole  to  their  Serious  and  im¬ 
partial  consideration. — The  jury  io- 
ftantly  found  the  defendant  guilty. 


Proceedings  in  the  Sheriff's  Court , 
Clerkenwell ,  September  8 th,  to  &f. 
fefs  Damages ,  in  an  Action ,  Bod- 
ding  ton  verfus  Boddington. 

A  Special  jury  was  impannelled 
by  the  fheriff  of  London,  to  affeSs 
tiie  damages  to  be  awarded  againft 
the  defendant,  Mr.  13 .  Boddm^on. 

for 
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for  criminal  converfation  with 
the  wife  of  the  plaintiff  (Mr. 
Samuel  Boddington)  in  which  he 
had  fuffered  judgment  to  go  by  de¬ 
fault,  on  an  action  brought  again  ft 
him  in  the  court  of  king’s-bench. 
The  damages  were  laid  at  50,000 1. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  as  leading  counfel 
for  the  plaintiff,  opened  the  cafe, 
and,  after  expatiating,  with  his 
ufual  eloquence,  on  the  enormity 
of  the  crime  of  adultery  and  re¬ 
duction,  which,  he  laid,  llruck  at 
the  very  root  of  fociety,  efpecially 
where  there  wrere  children,  as  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  and  of  which 
charges  the  defendant  had  admitted 
the  truth,  by  fuffering  judgment  to 
go  by  default,  proceeded  to  i'tate 
the  particular  circumfiances  attend¬ 
ing  it,  which,  he  contended,  united 
in  themfelves  the  mo  ft  flio  eking 
iuftance  of  depravity  that  ever 
entered  the  human  mind,  the  de¬ 
fendant  not  only  being  partner  with 
the  plaintiff  in  a  very  extenfive 
mercantile  concern,  but  his  firft 
couiin.  They  were  the  children 
of  two  brothers.  The  defendant, 
under  the  facred  mafk  of  friend - 
flsip,  abufed  the  confidence  repoled 
in  him,  and  by  various  ads  conta¬ 
minated  the  mind  of  Mrs.  Bedding- 
too,  a  lady  who,  previous  to  this 
unhappy  and  fatal  error,  bore  the 
mofi  tmblemi fired  character,  and 
who,  befkle  poffeffmg  a  molt  beau¬ 
tiful  perfon  and  elegant  accom- 
pllfhisenls,  was  remarked  for  the 
exemplary  manner  in  which  ihe 
difeharged  the  duties  of  a  wife  and 
a  mother.  The  unfortunate  lady 
in  qoeftkm  is  a  daughter  of  a  Mr. 
Afitburnba®,  a  gentleman  of  fome 
confeqiience  in  Bombay,  who  fent 
her  over  here  at  an  early  age  for 
education,  and,  when  fhe  had  ac¬ 
quired  all  the  requifites  to  adorn 


her  fex,  directed  that  fhe  ftiould 
return  to  Bombay,  which  was  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  year  1790, 
and  fhe  was  actually  on  board  the 
fhip  for  that  purpofe,  when  his 
client,  Mr.  S.  Boddington,  who 
had  been  fome  time  deeply  ena¬ 
moured  of  her,  and  almoft  reduced 
to  a  ftate  of  defpair  by  the  thoughts 
of  lofing  her,  followed  her  on 
board  the  veffei,  then  at  Gravef- 
end,  and  having  obtained  the  c<-n- 
fent  of  her  guardians  to  await  the 
fiat  of  her  father  for  their  union, 
perfuaded  her  to  return ;  which 
was  no  hard  talk,  as  her  love  was 
then  reciprocal.  A  period  of  ten 
months  elapfed  before  the  wifhed- 
for  letter  came,  containing  her  fa¬ 
ther’s  content,  and  approbation  of 
her  choice,  and  on  which  the 
union  took  place,  the  lady  having 
5000I.  fettled  on  her  by  her  fa¬ 
ther,  and  the  like  fum  by  Mr.  Bod¬ 
dington.  Two  children  were  the 
fruits  of  this  marriage,  and  they 
continued  to  enjoy  the  rnoft  unin¬ 
terrupted  felicity,  till  a  fhort  time 
previous  to  Mrs.  Boddington’s elope¬ 
ment  with  the  defendant,  which 
took  place  the  beginning  of  June 
laft,  and  which  was  conducted  in 
fucli  a  way  as  to  ihew  that  it  was 
a  premeditated  thing,  and  a  delibe¬ 
rate  plan  of  feduction  laid  down 
by  the  defendant,  who  had  fo  over¬ 
powered  the  lady’s  reafon,  as  to 
make  her  forget  the  duties  fhe  owed 
to  an  honourable  hufband  and  her 
children,  and  to  perfuade  her  to 
elope  with  him.  The  means  to  ef¬ 
fect  this  fcheme  were  the  moft  abo¬ 
minable  on  the  part  of  the  de¬ 
fendant.  Mr.  S.  Boddington  hav¬ 
ing  obferved  fomething  in  his  wife’s 
conduct,  that  gave  him  reafon  to 
fufpebt  his  honour  was  in  danger, 
refolved  to  remove  her  for  a  time 
1 1  from 
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from  the  fcene  he  dreaded,  but  did 
it  in  fueh  a  delicate  manner  as  not 
to  create  the  lead  fufpicion  of  the 
caufe,  either  to  his  wife  or  friends, 
propofing  a  journey  to  Bath,  and 
then  to  Wales.  He  parted  with 
the  defendant  in  the  moll  cordial 
manner,  little  thinking  that  matters 
had  proceeded  fo  far  as  the  refill t 
had  proved.  He  was  to  return  to 
town  immediately,  if  bufmefs  re¬ 
quired  his  pretence.  A  few  days 
after  he  got  to  Bath,  he  received  a 
letter  from  the  defendant,  inform¬ 
ing  him  that  the  Weft- India  packet 
had  arrived,  and  that  his  prefence 
was  rieceftary  in  town,  to  attend 
a  meeting  refpedting  feme  exche¬ 
quer  warrants.  This  letter  unfor¬ 
tunately  had  the  defired  effect,  Mr. 
Boddington  immediately  fetting  off 
for  town  in  the  mail,  leaving  his 
wife  at  Bath.  He  muff  have  been 
croffed  on  the  road  by  the  de¬ 
fendant,  who  went  thither  and  car¬ 
ried  her  away.  On  Mr.  Bodding- 
tons  arriving  in  town,  he  found 
the  following  letter  left  for  him  by 
the  defendant :  4  When  we  parted 
on  Wednefday  laff,  it  was  for  the 
laft  time.  This  night  1  go  from 
London,  never  to  return  again.  I 
have  deceived  you  in  fending  for 
you  to  town,  and  wTifh  I  had  not  in 
other  things  ;  if  you  fee  my  father, 
for  God’s  fake  break  the  matter  to 
him  by  degrees.  I  have  taken  fe- 
ven  hundred  pounds. 

(Signed) 

B.  Boddington/ 

Mr.  Erfkine,  in  very  ftrong  co¬ 
lours,  then  painted  the  enormity  of 
the  defendant’s  conduct  throughout 
the  whole  tranfa&ion,  and  which, 
he  hoped,  would  make  fuch  an 
impreflion  on  the  minds  of  the 
jury,  when  they  heard  the  evidence 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


which  he  fhould  bring  forward,  as 
to  induce  them  not  to  mitigate  the 
damages  in  the  final! eft  degree. 
He  laid,  that  he  was  well  aware  of 
the  defendant's  intention  by  plead¬ 
ing  guilty,  and  had  himfelf  oppofed 
the  matter  coming  into  that  court 
for  judgment,  though  he  was  cer¬ 
tain  their  verdnft  would  juftify 
the  decifion  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  in  fuffermg  it  to  be  re¬ 
moved. 

The  firft  witnefs  called  was  Mr. 
Thomas  Green,  an  attorney,  who 
being  fworn,  was  examined  by  Mr. 
ferjeant  Runnington.  Mr.  Green 
faid,  that  mils  Alhburnham,  pre¬ 
vious  to  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Samuel  Boddington,  was  princi¬ 
pally  under  his  care;  and  that, 
when  her  father  fent  for  her  to 
Bombay,  he,  the  witnefs,  provided 
every  thing  neceffary  for  the  voy¬ 
age,  and  faw  her  on  board  the  vef- 
fel  ;  but,  on  application  being  made 
to  him  by  Mr.  Samuel  Bodding¬ 
ton,  he  confented  to  her  coming 
on  fhore,  and  remaining  in  England 
till  her  father's  will  fhould  be 
known  refpeaing  the  intended  mar¬ 
riage,  and  who  fending  his  con- 
fent  in  about  ten  months  after,  the 
witnefs  figned  the  marriage  arti¬ 
cles  ;  they  were  united,  and  he  vi- 
ftted  them  frequently  after,  and 
conceived  them  to  be  extremely 
happy,  and  that  the  union  was 
founded  in  love  on  both  Tides. — 
Crofs  examined  by  Mr.  Law. — He 
faid  lie  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Boddington,  the  de¬ 
fendant,  though  he  believed  he 
dined  with  him  once  ;  he  faid  that 
Mrs.  Boddington  was  married  in 
February  1792,  is  now  about  twen¬ 
ty-two  years  of  age,  and  extremely 
beautiful  and  accomplifhed. 

A  lady  of  the  name  of  Emerfon 
*  S  faid 
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faid,  (he  had  known  mils  A  Alburn  - 
ham  (now  Mrs.  Boddington)  when 
fhe  was  ten  years  of  age,  and  had 
continued  the  intimacy  ever  fmce  ; 
that  die  coniidered  her  perfe&ly 
virtuous  till  this  affair  took  place; 
die  fpoke  other  as  being  extreme¬ 
ly  beautiful  and  attractive  in  her 
manners ;  and  faid,  that  after  die 
returned  from  on  board  the  veffel 
at  Gravefend,  fhe  was  at  the  wit- 
nefs’s  houfe  for  feme  time,  and  then 
went  to  Mrs.  Murray’s  fchool,  at 
Kenfington.  The  witnefs  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  marriage,  and  conceived 
it  to  have  been  the  refill  t  of  love 
on  both  tides,  and  that  Mr.  Bod¬ 
dington  appeared  to  make  an  ex¬ 
cellent  hatband.  She  knew  Mr.  R. 
Boddington  very  well,  and  had  fre¬ 
quently  feen  him  in  company  with 
the  plaintiff  and  his  wife. 

On  her  crofs-examination  by  Mr. 
Law,  the  faid,  fhe  thought  the  de¬ 
fendant,  at  times,  deemed  to  exprefs 
too  much  attention  and  admiration 
to  Mrs.  Boddington,  efpecialiy  when 
they  were  not  in  mixed  companies  ; 
which  circumftance  the  once  men¬ 
tioned  to  Mrs.  Boddington,  about 
half  a  year  before  the  reparation 
took  place  ;  after  which  (he  thought 
Mrs.  Boddington  did  not  behave 
with  her  ufual  kindnefs  to  her 
hulband. 

Mr.  Cline,  furgeon,  faid,  he  had 
known  Mr.  S.  Boddington  for  leven 
years ;  that  he  had  frequently 
vifited  him  after  his  marriage,  and 
that  he  thought  Mrs.  Boddington 
appeared  to  be  extremely  atten¬ 
tive  to  her  huff  and,  and  affection¬ 
ate  to  her  children,  the  eldeff  of 
whom  was  four,  and  the  other  two 
years  of  age.  He  had  frequently 
dined  with  them,-  but  never  ob- 
ferved  any  thing  particular  in  the 
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behaviour  of  the  defendant  towards 
Mrs.  Boddington. 

Jofeph  Street,  a  clerk  in  the 
houfe  of  Meffrs.  Bodington,  was 
examined.  He  deferibed  them  to  be 
Well  India  merchants,  who  traded 
to  the  amount  of  from  300,000].  to 
500,000 1.  per  year.  He  faid,  that 
the  defendant  was  admitted  a  part¬ 
ner  about  three  years  ago  ;  that  for 
the  firft  year  he  had  only  one-third 
fliare  of  the  profits  of  the  buiinefs, 
but  for  the  two  laft  he  had  four- 
ninths.  He  fpoke  of  the  great  de¬ 
gree  of  happinefs  that  appeared  to 
fubfift  between  the  plaintiff  and  his 
wife  till  their  reparation,  and  de¬ 
feribed  her  to  have  always  been  ex¬ 
tremely  referved  in  her  behaviour. 
On  being  (hewn  the  letters  before 
alluded  to,  he  declared  them  to  be 
the  defendant’s  writing,  as  were  alfo 
the  drafts  for  200  1.  and  500 1. 

Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Law.— - 
He  does  not  know  that  the  money 
the  defendant  had  in  the  buiinefs 
was  advanced  by  his  father,  or  that 
he  had  any  other  fource  to  refort 
to  for  money ;  he  had  frequently 
feen  the  defendant  at  his  father’s, 
and  thought  he  behaved  as  a  duti¬ 
ful  fon ;  he  heard  of  his  return  to 
town  on  Wednefday  week  follow¬ 
ing  the  elopement,  and  alfo  that 
he  had  been  feen  wandering  on 
Enfield  Chace.  He  faw  Mrs.  Bod¬ 
dington  once  at  his  houfe  in  Mark- 
lane,  after  fhe  had  left  the  defendant, 
and  that  fhe  came  to  fee  her 
children. — -In  anfwer  to  a  queftion 
from  Mr.  Erfkine,  he  declared  that 
the  plaintiff  was  not  reconciled  to 
his  wife. 

The  evidence  being  gone  through, 
Mr.  Law,  as  advocate  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  made  a  very  able  fpeech 
in  mitigation  of  damages,  and  in 
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Which  he  endeavoured  to  convince 
the  jury,  that  the  matter  was  not  a 
premeditated  thing  on  the  part  of 
his  client,  who,  lie  faid,  was  very 
young,  and  inexperienced  in  the 
ways  of  the  world.  It  was  merely 
the  very  powerful  effeft  of  the 
lady’s  charms,  to  the  blaze  of  which 
he  was  conftantly  expofed,  from 
the  frequent  opportunities  he  had 
of  being  in  her  company,  and 
which  receiving  no  check,  expand¬ 
ed  till  it  broke  out  in  all  the  fever 
of  diftrafted  love,  and  led  him  to 
the  commiffion  of  an  aft  that  mu  if 
for  ever  render  him  a  miferable 
outcaft  of  focietv.  He  had  already 
forfeited  every  worldly  benefit,  and, 
if  heavy  damages  were  given,  what 
mull  be  the  refill  t  ?  he  mu  ft  either 
periih  in  a  prifon,  or  the  weight  niuif 
fall  on  the  innocent  and  unhappy 
father,  with  eight  daughters  to  pro¬ 
vide  for.  Mr.  Law  admitted  that 
his  client  merited  a  fevere  punith- 
ment,  but  prayed  that  it  might  not 
be  beyond  his  means  of  paying, 
which,  he  declared,  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  3,000  1.  the  fum  in- 
vefted  as  his  (hare  in  the  bufinefs 
being  advanced  by  his  father.  After 
forne  other  obfervations  on  his 
client’s  eonduft,  he  concluded,  by 
intreating  the  Jury  to  tinfture  their 
j uft ice  with  mercy,  and  only  award 
a  fair  retribution. 

Mr.  Bure  hell,  the  deputy  (her  iff, 
then  fu mined  up  the  evidence  in  a 
very  clear  and  concife  manner  ;  and 
the  jury,  after  retiring  out  of  court 
for  about  twenty  minutes,  returned 
with  a  verdi  ft  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
damages. 
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Trial  of  Mrs.  Phipoe,  for  the 
Murder  of  Mary  Cox. 

MAUI  Benfon,  other  wife  Maria 


Therefa  Phipoe,  was  indicted  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  Mary  Cox,  by  giving  her  a 
wound  on  the  throat,  and  in  feverai 
parts  of  the  body,  with  a  clafp- 
knife,  on  the  25th  of  October  iaft; 
of  which  wounds  die  languished  and 
died.  The  prifoner  redded  in  Gar- 
den-flreet,  Shad  well:  die  was  in¬ 
timately  acquainted  with  the  de^ 
ceafed,  and  they  frequently  vifited 
each  other.  On  Wednefday,  Octo¬ 
ber  25th,  the  de ceafed  came  to 
the  lodging  of  the  prifoner,  and 
was  diewn  up  to  to  her  apartments, 
which  were  on  the  firft  floor.  Soon 
after  the  deceafed  came,  the  pri- 
foner  came  down  to  the  miftrefs  of 
the  haute  (a  Mrs.  Munday)  and 
gave  *her  a  guinea,  and  requeued 
the  would  buy  half  a  pint  of  bran¬ 
dy  for  her.  She  did  fo ;  but  when 
the  returned  with  the  liquor  and 
the  change,  the  found  the  pri to¬ 
ner’s  room  door  locked.  When 
the  prifoner  heard  that  Mrs.  Mun¬ 
day  had  returned  with  the  liquor, 
the  called  out  that  floe  was  not  then 
ready  for  it;  but  that  the  would 
come  down  for  it  when  the  tliould 
be.  Immediately  after  this,  Mrs. 
Munday  heard  a  noife  of  a  violent 
fcuffle  in  the  pnfoners  room,  and 
a  found  from  thence  like  a  perfon 
groaning  with  great  pain.  This 
frightened  her  very  much ;  the 
ran  out,  alarmed  the  neighbours, 
and  brought  in  two  women  with 
her,  a  Mrs.  Macdonald  and  a  Mrs. 
Eyles.  They  proceeded  up  flairs,- 
and  defired  to  be  admitted.  The 
groaning  was  ftiil  heard,  but  faint¬ 
ly  ;  and  the  prifoner  was  heard  to 
fay,  “  Jefus  CbnftA  On  their 
enquiry  what  was  the  matter,  the 
prifoner  called  out,  “  The  woman 
was  in  a  tit  ;  but  the  is  recovered*; 
and  I  am  rubbing  her  by  the  fire.” 

*  S  2'  *  They 
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They  defired  the  door  might  be 
unlocked;  on  which  the  prifoner 
opened  it,  and  laid,  Mrs.  M unday 
might  come  in,  but  nobody  elfe  ; 
at  rhe  fame  time  the  d  eh  red  that  a 
dodtor  might  be  fent  for  ;  on  which 
Mrs.  Monday  went  out  for  one. 
The  door  remaining  a-jar,  Mrs. 
Macdonald  pu fired  it  open,  and 
went  in  ;  when  the  firft  thing  that 
ft  ruck  her  was  the  appearance  of 
the  deceafed,  fitting  on  the  ground, 
S£  bleeding  like  an  ox/"  and  hold¬ 
ing  up  her  handkerchief  to  the 
wound  on  her  throat.  She  ex¬ 
claimed,  “  what  have  you  been 
about,  Mrs.  Benfon  ?  has  the  Lord 
left  you  ?”  On  which  the  prifoner 
held  up  her  finger,  and  faid,  ‘  Look 
at  my  finger  !”  and  was  proceed¬ 
ing  to  tell  fomething  about  the 
tranfadlion,  when  the  witnefs,  ter¬ 
rified  at  thofe  (hocking  appearances, 
ran  down  flairs  into  the  paffage. 
She  had  not  been  long  there  when 
the  faw  the  deceafed  come  down 
flairs,  all  over  blood,  and  go  into 
the  kitchen  ;  the  prifoner  went  after 
her,  and  feemed  to  be  alibiing  her 
to  walk.  About  this  period,  Mis. 
Monday,  two  women,  two  parifh 
beadles,  and  foon  after  a  furgeon, 
came  in.  The  deceafed  was  in  the 
kitchen  at  this  time,  and  the  prifo- 
ner  had  withdrawn  to  her  room. 
They  defcribed  her  as  fitting  on  a 
chair  when  they  faw  her,  fupport- 
ing  her  head  with  one  hand,  and 
unable  to  fpeak.  She  was  terribly 
cut  and  mangled,  and  very  bloody. 
One  of  the  beadles  was  particularly 
attentive  to  her.  She  by  figns  re¬ 
queued  him  to  put  his  hands  into 
her  pocket.  He  took  a  watch  out 
of  it,  which  fire  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  defired  he  wTould  take  care  of. 
She  was  afked  whether  it  was  the 
woman  above  Hairs  (meaning  the 
13 


prifoner)  that  had  ufed  her  for 
Her  motions  were  iuch  as  appeared 
to  indicate  an  affirmative  anfwer. 
To  the  quellion,  if  the  had  cut  off 
the  priloner’s  finger,  the  anfwer 
was  in  the  negative.  The  iurgeon 
defcribed  her  to  have  received  fe- 
veral  wounds,  any  tingle  one  of 
which  was  fufficient  to  kill  her. 
She  was  lhortly  alter  taken  to  the 
London  hofpital.  The  attention 
of  the  parties  was  then  directed  to¬ 
wards  the  prifoner.  She  was  up 
ftairs.  Dunbar,  among  others, 
wrent  up.  He  atked  her  how  the 
came  to  ufe  the  poor  woman  fo  ? 
To  which  file  replied,  “  I  believe 
the  Devil  and  my  paffion  bewitched 
me."  He  percei\ed  a  cafe-knife 
lying  on  the  table,  which  was 
bloody  ;  he  atked  her  if  it  was  with 
that  the  had  wounded  the  deceafed? 
She  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 
With  refpedt  to  the  cutting  off  her 
finger,  which  then  lay  upon  the  ta¬ 
ble,  the  faid  it  was  cut  off’  by  Mrs. 
Cox,  the  deceafed.  Lie  then,  by 
her  directions,  took  charge  of  feme 
money  and  notes,  which  file  had 
about  her, and  in  the  apartment.  She 
was  foon  after  alfo  taken  to  the 
London  hofpital.  At  this  place  fhe 
was  fearched,  when  a  clafped  knife, 
with  a  tliarp  pointed  blade  of  about 
four  inches  long,  was  found  infide 

C.' 

her  ftays,  which  was  all  over  bloody. 
She  expreffed  an  unwillingnefs  to 
be  fearched.  Her  behaviour  fub- 
fequently  at  the  hofpital  was  fuch 
as  to  render  the  difeipline  of  the 
ft  ra  it  waiftcoat  necefiary.  The 
furgeon  above  mentioned  examined 
the  prifoner’s  hand  and  fingers.  He 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  finger  could 
not  be  cut  off'  in  fighting  or  ft  nig¬ 
gling  with  another  perfon,  becaufe 
it  appeared  to  be  regularly  chopped 
off,  as  if  laid  fairly  on  a  block.  The 
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part  and  the  bone  was  cut  ftraight 
through,  and  no?  in  the  lead  hack¬ 
ed  or  mangled.  He  observed  that 
the  deceafed,  at  the  time  hie  was 
fpoken  to  in  the  kitchen,  appeared 
to  be  perfectly  collected,  although 
unable  to  fpeak.  The  deceafed 
died  in  the  London  hofpital,  after 
languilhing  a  iiiort  time.  One  of 
the  iuigeons  appeared,  who  had  no 
doubt  of  the  wounds  the  received 
being  thecaufe  <  f  her  death.  And 

O 

the  mag dh ate,  who  attended  to 
take  her  depositions  at  the  hofpital, 
which  were  given  in  the  prefence 
of  the  pri loner,  dated  that  Hie  was 
very  fenfiole  and  collected,  and  at 
the  fame  time  convinced  of  her  ap¬ 
proaching  diffoiution.  Thefe  exa¬ 
minations  were  read  by  the  clerk  of 
the  court,  and  dated,  in  fubdance, 
that  the  deceafed  went  to  the  prifo- 
ner's  apartments  in  confequence  of 
her  own  appointment.  They  were 
in  treaty  for  lome  articles,  as  a  gold 
watch,  fome  linen,  china,  ike.  For 
thefe  Ihe  paid  her  ill.  Some  cof¬ 
fee  cups  lay  on  the  mantle  piece  ; 
the  deceafed  alked  for  one  of  them; 
the  prifoner  defired  her  to  take  it 
off;  but  while  (he  was  doing  this, 
the  prifoner  ran  to  her  and  dabbed 
her  in  the  throat  with  a  knife  ;  (he 
then  got  her  down  on  the  bed  ;  (he 
gave  her  a  great  number  of  wounds, 
and  faid,  u  You  bitch,  1  will  kill 
you  out,  you  (hall  not  be  able  to  tell 
your  own  dory.v  The  depofitions 
were  regularly  (igued  and  atteded. 
The  evidence  for  the  profecution 
was  materially  to  the  above  eftedh 
Th?  prifoner,  in  her  defence,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  long  detail  of  circutn- 
ftances,  which  (he  folemnly  averred 
had  taken  place,  and  which  gave 
rife  to  the  catadrophe.  After  dat¬ 
ing  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  they 
were  engaged  in  for  the  watch,  &c. 


*2  (Si 

(lie  faid  they  differed  materially  as 
to  terms.  This  gave  rife  to  an  al¬ 
tercation,  which  the  deceafed  ter¬ 
minated  by  faying,  “  I  fuppofe  you 
want  the  money  to  go  to  London,  to 
be  Courtois’s  whore  again,  as  was 
proved  at  the  Old  Bailey The 
prifoner  anfwered,  it  was  a  damned 
lie;  upon  which  very  warm  lan¬ 
guage  enfued.  In  the  end,  the  de¬ 
ceafed,  die  faid,  fnatched  up  a  green 
handled  knife,  and  cut  off  her  fore¬ 
finger.  She  was  immediately  co¬ 
vered  with  blood  ;  (lie  faw  her  fin¬ 
ger  lying  on  the  ground,  and  her 
paffion  fo  far  maffered  her  that  die 
knew  not  what  die  did  ;  (he  might 
have  attacked  the  deceafed,  but  her 
tremor  and  confufion  were  fo  great, 
that  (he  had  not  the  leaft  recollec¬ 
tion  of  what  (he  did  at  the  moment. 
The  firft  thing  die  could  recolledl 
was,  that  fornebody  put  fome  liquor 
down  her  throat ;  die  then  heard  a 
cry  of  murder !  die  was  foon  after 
feized  and  fearched,  and  taken  to 
the  hofpital.  Befides  the  finger  be¬ 
ing  cut  off,  fii  •  had  feveral  cuts  in 
her  arm.— The  remainder  of  the 
defence  related  to  her  treatment  at 
the  hofpital,  and  her  exchanging 
forgivenefs  with  the  deceafed.  This 
addrefs  was  of  confiderable  length, 
and  fpoken  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe 
and  colleftednefs.  She  called  feve¬ 
ral  times  on  the  Supreme  Being  to 
witnels  the  truth  of  what  die  had 
related.  The  evidence  being  con¬ 
cluded,  Mr.  Baron  Perry n  entered 
on  his  charge,  to  the  jury,  which  con¬ 
fided  chiefly  of  a  fumm.ary  of  the 
evidence  on  both  (ides ;  and,  from 
the  general  drift  of  his  obferva.tions 
throughout  the  charge,  bis  lord- 
diip  feerned  to  think  that  the  plea 
of  infant ty  could  not  avail  the  pri¬ 
foner  ;  die  had  exhibited  no  marks 
of  it,  as  appeared  by  the  evidence, 
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at  any  period  during  the  whole  tran- 
fadion  ;  and  under  this  impreffion, 
he  feemed  to  entertain  no  doubt  of 
her  guilt.  On  the  prifoner's  de¬ 
fence  they  were  to  exercife  their 
judgment,  and  to  confider,  in  com¬ 
paring  it  with  the  general  tenor  of 
the  evidence,  if  it  could  be  found¬ 
ed  in  truth.  Whatever  doubts  they 
might  entertain,  they  would,  of 
courfe  give  the  prifoner  the  benefit 
of  them.  The  jury  retired  lor 
about  twenty  miftutes,  and  at  their 
return  found  her  guilty.  After  a 
fin  or  t  interval,  Mr.  Baron  Perryn 
proceeded  to  pafs  the  awful  fentence 
of  the  law  upon  the  unhappy  wo¬ 
man.  He  prefaced  it  by  fimply  ob- 
ferving,  that  fine  was  convided  upon 
very  itrong  evidence — he  had  no 


doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  ver~ 
did — it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
had  barbaroufly  murdered  her 
friend,  and  a  woman  with  whom 
Ihe  had  always  been  on  the  heft 
terms.  The  fentence  was  then 
paffed  in  the  ufual  form,  fixing  the 
next  Monday  for  its  execution  ;  af- 
ter  which  the  body  was  to  be  given 
to  the  burgeons  for  diffedion.  The 
unhappy  Mrs.  Benfon  heard  the 
fentence  with  the  utmoft  compo- 
fure,  not  to  fay  indifference ;  in¬ 
deed  the  feemed  rather  hardened, 
and  expreffed  fome  language  re- 
fpeding  the  decifion  of  the  court, 
which  we  feel  ourfelves  not  war-* 
ranted  in  reciting.  She  was  exe«; 
cuted  on  the  Monday  following. 
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Produce  of  the  /coeval  Duties  in  the  Year  ended  5 th  January  1797,  appli- 
cable  towards  defraying  the  additional  Charge  created  anno  1793. 

v  £.  '  s.  d. 

Britifh  fpirits,  anno  1791,  continued  anno  1793  -  -  23,977  0  0 

Foreign  l'pirits  -  ditto  -  ditto  -  -  142,836  o  © 


166,813  0  o 


Produce  of  the  federal  Duties  in  the  Year  ended  $th  January  1797,  appli¬ 
cable  towards  defraying  the  additional  Charge  created  anno  1 794. 


Sugar,  anno  1791,  continued  anno  1794  - 
Licences  for  killing  game,  anno  1791,  continued  ditto  - 
10/.  per  cent,  on  affefied  taxes,  anno  1791,  continued  d° 
Bills  and  receipts,  anno  1791,  after  reserving  128,600/, 
carried  to  the  confolidated  fund,  being  the  annual 
average  produce  of  former  duties  there  repealed 
Diftillers  licences,  anno  1794,  after  reserving  36,000/. 
per  annum,  to  be  carried  to  the  confolidated  fund 


£. 

239A53 

8,984 

97449 


s. 

18 

1 

6 


d. 

4 

4 

8 


48?95i  3  9 


for  ditto  - 

- 

- 

- 

O 

O 

© 

Paper  duty,  anno  1794  (excife)  after  reserving 

75,000/. 

per  annum,  ditto 

- 

- 

OS 

80,958 

O 

© 

Ditto  (cuftoms)  - 

- 

- 

6,605 

8 

io| 

Slates  and  flones  anno  1794 

- 

- 

- 

17,830 

18 

tof 

Attornies  articles,  ditto 

- 

- 

20,037 

2 

9 

Bricks  and  tiles,  ditto  (cuftoms) 

- 

- 

• 

21  1 

0 

7 

Ditto  (excife)  - 

©8 

- 

- 

61,540 

0 

0 

Glafs,  anno  1794  - 

- 

- 

- 

42,333 

0 

© 

Britiih  l'pirits,  ditto  - 

* 

- 

- 

23,584 

0 

0 

Foreign  ditto  - 

ae 

ea 

H9,939 

0 

© 

807,077 

1 

2 

Additional  charge  created  anno 

1794 

773,324 

0 

© 

Surplus  in  the  year  ended  5th  January  1797  33,753 


Produce  of  the  fevcral  Duties  in.  the  Year  ended  5  th  January  1797,  appli¬ 
cable  towards  defraying  the  additional  Charge  created  anno  1795. 


Britifh  fpirits,  anno  1795 

• 

£. 

-  22,163 

s . 

0 

d. 

0 

Foreign  ditto 

- 

- 

<!• 

-  152,065 

0 

0 

Cocoa  and  coffee,  ditto 

- 

#• 

- 

~  15,319 

0 

0 

Tea,  ditto  - 

m 

- 

-  200,107 

0 

Q 

Wines,  anno  1795  - 

am 

tm  «■* 

- 

-  432,689 

0 

O 

Sweets,  ditto 

~ 

«« 

“ 

-  9,443 

0 

0 

Carried  over 

-  831,786 

0 

O 
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£. 

Brought  forward  831,786 

-  97A°9 


Ship  policies,  1795 
Receipts,  ditto  ------- 

Stamps,  ditto  ------- 

Hair  powder  certificates,  ditto  - 

Fruit,  filk,  &CJ  ditto  ------ 

Coals,  ditto  -  *  - 

Taken  out  of  the  duty  on  poftage  of  letters,  being  the 
computed  annual  increafe  of  that  revenue,  by  reafon 
of  the  reftriclion  on  franking,  purfuant  to  act 
35  Geo,  III.  ------- 


7*°94 

48,465 

184,216 

104,028 

20,094 


s. 

o 

4 

6 

13 

3 

19 

*3 


d. 

o 

1 

1 

7 

o 

5 

o  A 
-2 


40,000  O 


o 


1,332,794  19  4f 

Additional  charge  created  anno  1795  -  1,227,415  3  11 


Surplus  in  the  year  ended  5th  January  1797  105,379  15  5! 


Produce  of  the  federal  Duties  in  the  Year  ended  5th  January  1707,  appli¬ 
cable  towards  defraying  the  additional  Charge  created  anno  1796. 


Tobacco,  snuff,  &c.  anno  1795  - 

£. 

164,015 

s. 

0 

d. 

0 

Horfe  dealers  licences,  ditto  -  -  - 

- 

93i 

12 

0 

Wine,  ditto  (cuftoms)  - 

- 

101,522 

15 

10 

Ditto  (excife)  ------ 

- 

98,165 

0 

0 

Sweets,  ditto  - 

- 

2,325 

0 

0 

Legacies,  ditto,  after  referving  10,269/.  I5S*  carried  to 
the  confolidated  fund,  being  the  annual  average  pro¬ 
duce  of  former  duties  then  repealed  - 

0 

0 

0 

Ilats,  ditto,  after  referving  9,470/.  115.  carried  to 
confolidated  fund  for  ditto  - 

the 

0 

0 

0 

10  per  cent,  on  affefied  taxes,  anno  1796 

- 

47^33 

15 

si 

Horfes,  ditto  - 

~ 

id,  930 

0 

0 

duty  on  ditto,  not  otherwife  chargeable 

19*475 

0 

0 

Dogs,  ditto  ------- 

- 

4>77° 

0 

0 

Computed  annual  faring  to  the  public,  by  reducing 
allowance  for  wafte  on  fait,  he.  - 

the 

32,000 

0 

0 

Brought  from  the  consolidated  duties  on  cuftoms,  being 
the  computed  annual  laving  to  the  public,  on  account 
of  the  allowance  tor  drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of 
fugar,  being  difcontinued  in  1796  -  116,676  5  8 

£.  604,644  9  q£ 


James  lifer. 


Exchequer,  *1 

9th  day  of  March,  1797.  J 
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* 

An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Net  Produce  of  the  TAXES  for  one  Year  ending 
the  5th  of  July  3797;  diftinguifhing  the  Duties  impofed  in  1793,  3794, 
*795,  1796,  and  2797. 


Consolidated  Customs 
Consolidated  Excise  - 
Consolidated  Stamps  - 


Total  - 


INCIDENTS. 

Coniolidated  letter  money 
Ditto  fait  - 
Seizures  - 

Proffers  - 

Competitions  - 
Alum  mines 
Letter  money  * 

Sixpence  deduction  on  penfions 
One  fhilling  ditto  on  falaries 
Hawkers  and  pedlars  - 
Hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  1711  - 

Ditto  ditto  1784  - 

Four-wheeled  carriages  - 
Two-wheeled  ditto  - 
Iloufes  and  windows  - 
Inhabited  houfes  - 
Fir  ft  fruits  of  the  clergy  - 
Tenths  ditto  - 

Lottery  licences  - 
Arrears  of  waggons  - 
Ditto  carts  - 
Ditto  men  fervants  - 
Ditto  female  fervants 
Ditto  houfes  and  windows,  1747  an^ 
Pent  of  a  light-houfe  - 
Horfes  ------ 

Male  fervants  - 

Alienation  duty  - 

A 

To®  - 


♦  £. 

s. 

cl 

- 

- 

2/>7  L995 

6 

1 1 

- 

7,272,361 

14 

gf 

- 

- 

1,359,625 

18 

6 

-  - 

£. 

1 15203,933 

0 

156,000 

0 

0 

•m 

- 

369,909 

4 

2 

*0 

17,844 

3 

2j 

«e 

• 

375 

12 

9 

1 

6 

8 

<*> 

- 

960 

0 

0 

r 

325,000 

0 

0 

— 

5U525 

0 

0 

— 

32,434 

6 

H 

— • 

<*» 

3,070 

0 

O 

* 

12,000 

0 

O 

- 

1  2,000 

0 

O  . 

- 

- 

150,901 

14 

H 

<9 

m 

47-577 

18 

2  i 

*• 

342,518 

53 

es 

— 

1 59,927 

1. 

t  3* 

- 

3,833 

19 

7f 

* 

- 

9,S6-2 

5 

- 

- 

OO 

0 

O 

- 

- 

H 

8 

6 

— 

- 

723 

1 1 

6 

* 

3 

15 

0 

- 

«• 

1,244 

4 

7 

1753 

- 

<00 

0 

0 

- 

• 

6 

13 

4 

- 

108,635 

17 

if 

- 

- 

96,239 

9 

l* 

1  4- 

1,721 

8 

8 

- 

-£ 

1,904,330 

14 

<5  s. 

04- 

DUTIES 
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Net  Produce  of  Taxes — continued . 


DUTIES  pro  anno  1793. 
Britifh  fpirits  - 
Foreign  ditto  - 


DUTIES  pro  aupno  1794. 
Sugar,  1791- 
Game  duty 
Bills  and  receipts  - 
£,10  per  cent.  - 
Britifh  fpirits,  1794  - 

Foreign  ditto  - 
Spirit  licences  - 
Glafs  - 
Bricks  and  tiles 
Ditto 
Paper 
Ditto 
Slates  - 

Attornies  articles 


(Customs) 

(Excife) 

(Excite) 

(Customs) 


DUTIES  pro  anno  1795* 
Britifli  Fpirits  . 

Foreign  ditto  - 

Wine  ------ 

Sweets  ------ 

f ocoa  -  —  —  —  —  — 

Stamps  ------ 

Ship  policies  - 

Flair  powder  certificates  - 

Receipts  - 

Fruits  ------ 

Tea 

Coals  T 

Produced  by  the  reftridtion  on  franking 


DUTIES  pro  anno  1796* 
Horfes  -  -  .  .  '  . 

Tobacco  - 

Ilorfe  dealers  licences  - 


£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

- 

66,147 

0 

0 

t=> 

** 

i5h9n 

0 

0 

£. 

•218,058 

0 

0 

242,262 

3 

3i 

• 

* 

16,838 

1 

4 

• 

m 

38,245 

3 

9 

- 

- 

105,218 

10 

6j 

- 

66,871 

0 

0 

«s> 

148,288 

0 

0 

•3S 

43.685 

0 

0 

*» 

- 

295 

17 

<5* 

** 

- 

60,140 

0 

O 

- 

77,096 

0 

O 

— 

- 

5,98i 

15 

10 

oa 

«s» 

1^603 

13 

4 

flS> 

17,630 

2 

9 

£» 

839h59 

8 

4f 

66,630 

0 

0 

- 

tm 

148,192 

0 

0 

- 

ns 

285,830 

0 

0 

- 

5,759 

0 

0 

*•* 

- 

21,029 

0 

0 

- 

*• 

47,539 

13 

7 

- 

- 

96,884 

4 

1 

- 

* 

191,476 

3 

0  • 

- 

- 

6,925 

6 

1 

BP 

- 

126,527 

9 

8 

- 

- 

197,398 

0 

0 

- 

25,066 

0 

«e> 

ma 

40,000 

0 

0 

£. 

1,259,256 

16 

Mi 
/  1 

•M 

. 

45,795 

0 

O 

- 

- 

164,063 

0 

O 

- 

- 

1,032 

12 

O 

Wines 
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Wines  (Excife)  - 

Wines  (Cuftoms)  - 

Sweets  ------ 

Legacies  ------ 

Hats  ------ 

Two  (hillings  additional  duty  on  horfes 
Dogs  ------- 

£.10  per  cent.  - 
Saved  by  reducing  the  allowance  for  wafte  on  fait 
Redu&ion  on  the  drawbacks  on  the  exportation 
of  fugar  ------ 


DUTIES  pro  anno  1797. 

Britilh  fpirits  « 

Foreign  ditto  - 

Auctions  -  -  -  -  - 

Deeds  ------ 

Cocoa  ------ 

£.  5  per  cent  « 

Stage  coaches  - 

Sugar  ------ 

Bricks  ------ 

Tea  -  -  -  -  -  - 


Totals. 

Of  Customs,  Excise,  and  Stamps 
Of  Incidents 

1 793 

1794  - 

1795  - 

1796  - 

1797  - 


Of  Duties  - 
Of  do. 

Of  do.  -  - 

Of  do. 

Of  do. 


£. 


£\ 


£. 

s. 

d. 

198,829 

0 

0 

221,723 

0 

3f 

5,°n 

0 

0 

22,529 

9 

0 

59,590 

0 

0 

36,265 

0 

0 

84,959 

15 

10 

32,000 

0 

0 

116,676 

5 

8 

997,464 

2 

9i 

55,297 

O 

0 

45,864 

O 

0 

11,687 

O 

0 

35*828 

O 

0 

1,965  o  o 
500  o  6 
13.953  o 
29,747  5 
271  o  o 
117,3*9  0  0 

312431  6  oj 


11,203,983  o 

1,904,33°  14 

218,058  o 

839,159  8 

1,259,256  16 

997,464  2 

312,431  6 


6£ 


if 

3+ 

o 

4§ 
7i 
9 i 


£.\  16,734,683  8  s| 


Exchequer,  July  13,  1797* 


James  Fisher. 


Vol.  XXXIX. 
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To  the  Honourable  the  Knights, 
Citizens,  and  Burgeffes,  in  Par¬ 
liament  afiembled. 

An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Per- 
fans  who  pay  Affieffied  Taxes  ;  dif- 
tinguijking  the  fame  into  Claffies , 
according  to  the  Amount ,  from 
Six  Shillings  to  Four  Hundred 
Pounds  and  upwards ,  annually . 


Under 

6s.  and  under 

6s. 

IOS. 

190,122 

129,563 

10s. 

- 

- 

15s. 

57,736 

ll. 

15s. 

- 

ll. 

«* 

40,218 

5s* 

* 

ll. 

IOS. 

32,064 

ll. 

10s. 

ll. 

15s. 

28,283 

ll. 

35s. 

- 

21. 

- 

24,171 

2h 

- 

— 

21. 

5s. 

22,060 

2l. 

5S. 

- 

21. 

10s. 

17.451 

2l. 

10s. 

- 

2L 

15s. 

16,517 

2h 

15s. 

- 

3h 

- 

151563 

3^* 

- 

- 

3h 

10s. 

25,846 

3l- 

IOS. 

- 

41* 

- 

1  8,856 

4I 

— 

- 

4!* 

IOS. 

16,753 

4I. 

IOS. 

- 

5l- 

- 

13,881 

5l- 

- 

- 

6h 

e® 

22,220 

61. 

- 

- 

71. 

- 

15,468 

?!• 

- 

- 

81. 

- 

10,500 

81. 

'  - 

9I. 

- 

8,164 

9I. 

- 

- 

id. 

- 

7,378 

loh 

- 

-  . 

12I. 

IOS. 

12,712 

I2l. 

10s. 

- 

15I. 

15]. 

- 

- 

i7h 

log 

17l. 

10s. 

n. 

2oi. 

- 

20 1. 

* 

— 

25L 

_ 

25I. 

T 

- 

3°h 

- 

3°1. 

- 

- 

35h 

- 

35h 

*  ' 

- 

40I. 

- 

40  L 

45  h 

- 

45l- 

- 

- 

5  ®h 

- 

5  oh 

- 

- 

60I. 

- 

60I. 

- 

■  - 

70I. 

- 

7ol. 

am 

Sol. 

- 

80I. 

- 

- 

9  oh 

- 

9°1. 

“ 

- 

100L 

- 

100I. 

* 

- 

1501. 

- 

150I. 

- 

200L 

- 

200I. 

- 

- 

2501. 

- 

2  5  oh 

- 

-■ 

300L 

- 

3°°h 

- 

- 

3501. 

- 

35oh 

- 

- 

400L 

- 

400I. 

and  u 

pwards  - 

«• 

7,99  * 
5,03s 

3,389 

4,211 

3,417 

2,544 

1,701 

1,106 

807 

1,006 

704 

382 

268 

593 

318 

111 

38 

2 

4 

2 


Total  number  of  perfonsl 

paying  affefied  taxes J  1,802 

Charles  Dering. 
Barne  Barne. 
Edw.  Medows. 

H.  PI  AYES. 

Office  for  Taxes , 

28 th  of  November,  1797. 

J.  PIlTNTEft. 


An  Account  of  the  Amount  of  the  Bills  accepted  by  tht  Treafury  durin * 

the  year  1 796,  and  by  whom  dt  • awn . 

BY  the  commiflioners  at  the  Windward  and  Leeward  I  (lands  -  £.  722  28/ 

V  rATYI  Sf  Lnrmfi  rro  _  _  _  /  T 


From  St.  Domingo  _ 

From  Corfica  and  the  Mediterranean 

From  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  arid  Alderney  - 

Prom  St.  Vincent  and  Grenada  _ 

From  the  continent,  by  commiflary-general  Brook  Watfon’s 
deputies 

By  S.  D  re  wry,  deputy  commiffary  to  the  army  under  the 
command  of  general  Doyle  - 

By  colonel  Nefbit,  infpe&or-general  of  foreign  corps  - 

By  colonel  Crawford,  on  account  of  the.  prince  of  Condos 
army  - 


2,211,0  68 

435,366 
60,179 

74T59 
187*631 

16,930 

187,113 


351,890 

B  / 
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By  Claude  Scott,  for  wheat  - 

On  Claude  Scott,  for  wheat  - 

By  MeiTrs.  Boyd,  Benheld  &  Co.  - 

By  the  imperial  bank  ------ 

Miicellaneous,  including  governor's  allowances,  paid  to 
lonefe,  &c.  ------- 

Total 


211,673 

147,862 

423,87^ 

100,000 

Tou- 

219,373 
£-  5,350,506 


An  Account  of  all  Bills  drawn  on 
the  Treafury  from  the  If  and  of 
St,  Domingo  from  the  Commence¬ 
ment  of  the  War  to  the  latefl 
Period  fuch  an  Accowit  can  be 
made  out. 


Amount  of  bills  drawn  from  or  on 
account  of  the  iiland  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  prefented  at  the  Treafury 
in  the  years 


1794' 

1795 


1796 

and 


>£.4,383,596.  8.  2. 


W97J 

to  1  ft  of  May. 


Charles  Long. 


Treafury  Chambers , 
May  1 1  th,  1797. 


A  Return  of  the  Deaths  and  Cafual - 
ties  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
Britifi  Forces ,  and  in  the  Forces  in 
Britifi  Fay ,  ferving  in  the  If  and 
of  St.  Domingo,  from  the  Com¬ 
mencement  of  the  War  to  the 
2,0th  of  September ,  1796,  as  far 
as  the  fame  can  be  made  up. 

Britifi  Forces . 

Dead  -  -  -  7,530. 

Difcharged  -  333* 

Deferted  -  -  123. 


Forces  in  Britifi  Fay. 

Dead,  Difcharged,  and  Deferted^, 
1,067. 


N.  B.  Few  of  the  returns  of  the 
foreign  corps  diftinguifti  the  deaths 
from  the  other  cafualties. 

War  Office, 

May  fh,  1797. 


W.  Windham, 


Return  to  the  Order  of  the  Honourable  Iloufe  of  Commons,  of  the 
ci\tk  of  March,  1797?  for  an  Account  of  the  Advances  made ,  or 
ordered  to  be  made ,  for  the  Service  of  his  Imperial  MajeJty,  fnce  the 
13^  of  December,  179 6  :—And  alfo,  of  the  Securities  for  the  re¬ 
payment  of  the  fame ;  together  with  an  Account  of  the  dates  of  the 
Advances  refpefiivehj . 


ADVANCES  MADE. 

£. 

29th  December,  1796  - 

- 

mm  »m 

50,000 

28th  January,  1797 

» 

— 

- 

3  10,000 

18th  February 

*» 

<**  *»  f* 

l 

— 

90,000 

24th  February 

- 

« 

30,000 

4th  March 

• 

- 

• 

-  100,000 

nth  March  - 

e* 

* 

-  120,000 

£.500,000 

Ms 

No 
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No  further  advances  have  been  ordered. 

The  fecurity  for  the  repayments  of  thefe  fums  is  the  receipt  of  the 
agents  of  the  emperor,  accompanied  with  an  engagement  of  the  imperial 
minifter  at  this  court,  that  the  fame  fhall  be  repaid  out  of  any  loan 
which  may  be  made  in  England  for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor,  when¬ 
ever  circumftances  permit  fuch  loan  to  be  made* 

Charles  Long. 

Whitehall ,  Treafnry  Chambers , 

March  8 th,  1797. 


Amount  of  the  Sums  paid  during  the  Year  ending  the  5 thof  January ,  1707, 
from  the  Revenue  of  Cujloms ,  on  account  of  Bounties  for  Corn  imported, 
or  Bounties  for  raifing  Seamen. 


Bounties  on  corn  imported 
Bounties  for  raifing  feamen 

March  3 d,  1797. 


£.573,410.  4.  of. 

-  23,648.  16.  7  i. 

Thomas  Irving,  infpe&or  general 
of  the  imports  and  exports  of  Great  Britain* 


Statement  of  Services  and  Grants,  made  out  from  the  Journals 
of  P arliament , from  the  Year  1722  to  1797. 


Years. 

Total  Services. 

Total  Grants. 

0. 

Deficiency 

Grants. 

of 

Overplus 

c 

s. 

d. 

5. 

d . 

;4* 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

4*. 

1722 

2,666,495 

9 

1 

2,600,872 

23 

3 

65,422 

1S 

10 

1723 

1,926,551 

16 

1 1 

3,869,220 

S 

2 

57,33* 

11 

9 

1724 

1,918,094 

18 

4 

1,778,859 

2 

7 

139,233 

*5 

9 

1725 

2.094,134 

S 

13 

1,748,543 

6 

3 

345, 589 

2 

8 

1726 

3,409,696 

5 

2 

3,257,046 

z3 

8 

160,306 

17 

6 

3727 

3,444,81s 

*3 

8 

3,139,068 

15 

5 

3C5>749 

18 

3 

1728 

4,618,947 

6 

7 

4,515,757 

15 

0 

103,189 

1 1 

7 

2729 

3,654,798 

7 

1 

3,519,352 

6 

10 

115,446 

0 

3 

1730 

2,655,46a 

S 

6 

2,521,149 

*4 

0 

134,312 

14 

6 

1731 

2,902,985 

15 

11 

3,007,815 

18 

4 

- 

- 

104,830 

2 

s 

1732 

2,002,242 

IX 

9 

1,880,847 

8 

5 

121,395 

3 

4 

1733 

2,075,307 

0 

11 

2.737,963 

*5 

20 

237,343 

5 

1 

2734 

4,014,768 

6 

O 

3,978,362 

IQ 

TO 

36,405 

*5 

4 

2735 

3,280,262 

2 

8 

3,259,165 

13 

O 

21,096 

9 

8 

1736 

2,417,908 

11 

5 

M55, 5°7 

7 

II 

62,401 

3 

6 

2737 

3,283,882 

11 

2 

3,255»56* 

6 

3 

28,321 

4 

2 1 

2738 

3,432,717 

19 

7 

3,552,169 

*7 

4 

- 

- 

119,451 

17 

9 

2739 

2,737,729 

9 

10 

2,876,451 

17 

9 

- 

- 

88,722 

7 

11 

1740 

4,024,560 

17 

9 

4,064,149 

8 

7 

- 

39.588 

10 

10 

•1741 

5,267,030 

7 

5 

5,003,298 

9 

10 

263,731 

*7 

7 

3742 

6,137,507 

17 

6 

6,150,000 

0 

0 

- 

- 

12,492 

2 

6 

2743 

6,181,026 

6 

10 

6,061.092 

2 

5 

**9,934 

4 

5 

*  \ 

1744 

6,763,421 

i§ 

3 

6,586,000 

.  0 

0 

177,42* 

18 

3 

3745 

6,583,194 

16 

6 

6,571,244 

*3 

8 

11,950 

2 

10 

S746 

7,385,378 

4 

7 

7,250,000 

0 

0 

1 35,378 

4 

7 

^747 

9,934,336 

17 

9 

9,362,508 

J9 

2 

57h827 

18 

7 

\ 

/ 


1 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


*277 


* 


Years. 

Total  Services. 

Total  Grants. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£■ 

s. 

1748 

10,620, 186 

9 

6 

10,050,000 

0 

0 

1749 

5, i25,7S6 

5 

3 

4,750,000 

0 

0 

3750 

4,334,323 

*9 

3 

4,268,526 

10 

3 

1751 

6>  *94,793 

1 

6 

6,140,041 

16 

1 

*752 

4,  *  3  * ,  964 

1C 

11 

4,150,000 

0 

0 

*753 

2,414,973 

14 

1 

2,422,911 

8 

4 

*754 

2,541,006 

X 

11 

2,544,348 

l 

1 

*755 

4,241,004 

16 

4 

4,237,966 

9 

5 

1756 

6,936,496 

18 

1 1 

7,077,065 

4 

2 

*757 

8,410,822 

8 

6 

8,126,020 

7 

5 

1758 

10,968,540 

1 

1 

1 1,041,848 

5 

0 

*759 

*3,  *08,555 

1 

2 

*3,033,385 

0 

1 1 

1760 

15,942,217 

2 

8 

15,852,706 

9 

9 

1761 

19,223,680 

*5 

5 

19,101,067 

10 

0 

1762 

18,625,046 

11 

9 

18,617,895 

2 

8 

1763 

10,246*609 

9 

9 

*0,117,120 

9 

6 

1764 

7,722,657 

14 

7 

7,472,997 

9 

9 

1765 

7,969.337 

12 

2 

7,745s2  *3 

5 

0 

1766 

§,729,334 

19 

3 

8,632,720 

0 

8 

1767 

9,208,310 

2 

8 

8,801,725 

11 

3 

1768 

8,923,185 

*7 

4 

8,779,614 

11 

3769 

7,317,757 

3 

3 

7,264,649 

IQ 

9 

1770 

7,856,929 

16 

10 

7,946,588 

*3 

8 

1771 

8,111,27.7 

*3 

2 

8,081,912 

12 

11 

.1772 

2 

9 

3,328,47* 

2 

10 

*773 

6,018,583 

12 

9 

6,145.565 

0 

2 

*774 

7,390,989 

12 

8 

7,278,461 

£0 

3 

*775 

.  7,125,750 

5 

7 

7,088,401 

*3 

0 

1776 

10,195,242 

18 

6 

10,133,954 

11 

4 

*777 

13,996,105  is 

9 

13,957,612  16 

2 

1778 

15,421,835 

12 

7 

*5’355>°9* 

3 

3 

*779 

17,018,1 10 

0 

10 

16,717,423 

0 

3 

1780 

22,186,470 

10 

9 

22,177, 519 

2 

0 

1781 

25,373,524 

10 

8 

25,353,857 

4 

9 

1782 

24,527,775 

11 

6 

24,245,273 

3 

4 

1783 

20,022,243 

*3 

u 

19,985,428 

18 

6 

1784 

*2,449,029 

2 

5, 

12,515,180 

5 

11 

1785 

10,332,228 

2 

ii 

10,205,089 

19 

8 

1786' 

*3>575>742 

1 1 

1 

*3,335>4*7 

1 1 

3 

*787 

12,950,721 

11 

0 

12,887.049 

12 

9 

1788 

12,666,412 

*3 

6 

12,334,762 

*5 

2 

2789 

*2,373,989 

3 

5 

12,142,471 

0 

is 

1790 

13,203,8 16 

14 

4 

12,996,088 

ii 

3 

*79* 

*5,3*4,599 

11 

1 

14,877,608 

*3 

0 

1792 

12,179,428 

12 

6 

11,954,103 

10 

2 

2793 

*7,799,7*8 

*5 

5 

*7,3S4>69*> 

X 

7 

*794 

24,164,077 

18 

9 

22,571,105 

3 

5 

*795 

32,751,496 

4 

1 

30,403,541 

*3 

4 

1796 

32,101,454 

9 

3 

32,530,000 

0 

0 

*797 

42,786,000 

0 

0 

42,870,000 

0 

0 

Deficiency  of 
Grants. 


Overplus. 


£■  >■  d. 

570,186  9  6 

3755736  5  3 

655797  9  0 

54,75 1  5  5 


3,038  6  11 

284,802  1  1 

75,170  o  3 

89,510  12  II 

11*5613  5  5 

7,151  9  1 

129,489  o  3 
249,660  4  10 
224,124  7  2 

96,614  18  7 

306,514  11  5 

143,571  6  3 

33>*°7  3  6 

29,364  o  3 
1,510  19  u 

112,528  2  5 

37,348  12  7 

61,208  7  2 

38,493  2  7  [ 

66,744  4  4  j 
300,687  o  7 

8,551  8  9 

19,667  5  1 1 

282.502  8  2 

36,814  15  5 

127,138  3  3  . 

240,324  19  3 a 
63,671  18  3 
331,649  18  4 

231,5*7  2  6 

207,728  3  z 

436,990  18  1 


£ 


s. 


18,035  9 

7,937  H 

3,34i  19 

140,568  5 

73*3°S  3 


89,658  16 


126,981  7 


65,iSi  3 


**5,3*5  2  4 

475,022  13  i° 
1,592,972  15  4 

*,347>954  10  9 


428,545  10 
84,000  o 


1 

3 

2 

3 

n 


10 


5 


6 


9 

o 
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GENERAL  BILL 


OP 


CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 

From  December  14,  1796,  to  December  12,  1797. 


masse** 


ChrilVened 


Males  95625 
Females  9.030. 


18,645. 


!l 

i! 


Buried 


Males 

Females 


S,577' 

S,437. 


17,014, 


Decreafed  in  the  Burials  this  Year,  18910 


Died  under  Two  Years  5,111 
Between  Two  and  Fire  1,422 


•—Five  and  Ten 
•—Ten  and  Twenty 
—Twenty  Sc  Thirty 

—Thirty  and  Forty 
* 

DISEASES. 

Abortive  and 

Stillborn  645 
Abfcefs  2  5 

Aged  1 ,2-S  3 

Ague  5 

Amputation  a 

Apoplexy  and  Sud¬ 
den  death  214 
Afthma  and  Phthi- 
fic 

Bed-ridden 
Bleeding 
Brain  Fever 
Burften  &  Rupture  18 
Cancer  ,  97 

Childbed  198 

Colds  14 

Cholic,  Gripes, Twitt¬ 
ing  of  the  Guts  14 
Confurnption  4,776 
Convulsions  3)804 
Cough  and  Hooping- 
Cough  367 


6c6 

5S1 

M59 

1,692 


Betw.  Forty  and  Fifty  1,754 
— -Fifty  and  Sixty  1,678 
— Sixty  and  Seventy  1,359 
» — Seventy  and  Eighty  1,069 
— Eighty  and  Ninety  41  i 
—Ninety  and  a  Hundred  64 


A  Hundred  % 

A  Hundred  and  Two  2 

A  Hundred  and  Three  I 

A  Hundred  and  Seven  % 

A  Hundred  and  Seventeen  1 


528 

6 

1 1 

4 


Croup  14 

Dropfy  832 

Dropfy  in  the  Brain  1 
Evil  2 

Falling  Sicknefs  I 
All  Fevers  1,52.6 
Fiftula  7 

Flux  10 

French  Pox  24 

Gout  109 

G  rave! ,  S  trangury ,  an  d 
Stone  28 

Grief  3 

Head- Ach  5 

Headmoldihot,  Horfe- 
fhos-head,  Water  in 
the  Head  66 

Jaundice  64 

Jaw-locked  3 

Inflammation  389 
Influenza  1 

Itch  2 

Lethargy  3 

Livergrown  4 


Lunatick 
Meafles 
Ml  (carriage 
Mortification 
Palfy 


Piles 


94 
2  22 

IC 

206 

99 

1 

14 

4 

1 

4 


Pieuri  fy 
Quinfy 
R>n 

Rheumatifm 
Scurvy 
Small  Pox 
Sore  Throat 
Sores  and  Ulcers  q 
St.  Anthony's  Fire  2 
Stoppage  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach  10 

Swel 


5 

512 

12 


•mg 


4 

Teeth  935 

Thrufh  46 

Vomiting  and  Loofe- 
nefs  1 

Worms  4 


CASUALTIES. 

Bit  by  Mad  Dogs  1 
Broken  Limbs  5 
Burnt  22 

Choaked  3 

Dropped  down  dead  6 
Drowned  ic8 

Exceflive  Drinking  .2 
Executed  *  15 

Found  Dead  4 

Fradtured  5 

Frozen  2 

Killed  by  Falls,  &C.65 
Killed  by  a  Cow  1 
Killed  by  Fighting  r 
Killed  themfelves  33 


Murdered 

Poifoned 

Scalded 

Shot 

Sprain 

Starved 

Strangled 

Suffocated 


4 
3 

9 

2 

1 

i 

1 

5 


* 


Total  298 

In  Middlefex  and  Surrey,  24  have  been  executed  $  15  of  whom  have  only  been 


reported  to  be  buried  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality 
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[THE  following  authentic  Extracts  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  taken 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom-houfe  Rooks,  and  delivered 
to  William- Dowding,  Efq.  Receiver  of  Corn  Returns,  by  Authority  of 
Parliament.] 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and 
imported  into ,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  the  Year  ending  $th  January 
1798. 


ENGLAN  D. 


EXPORTED. 

FOREIGN. 


r — - - 

- \ 

1797- 

Quarters. 

Wheat  -  -  • 

7,921. 

Rye  .... 

17. 

Barley  -  -  - 

5A76. 

Oats  -  -  - 

16,177. 

Beans  -  -  - 

7,969- 

Peafe  -  -  - 

2,692. 

Malt  -  -  - 

7,845. 

Cwt. 

Wheat  Flour  - 

97,551- 

Oatmeal  -  - 

3,614. 

SCOTLAND. 

Quarters. 

Barley  -  -  - 

17. 

Oats  -  -  -  - 

1,127. 

Beans  -  -  - 

281. 

Peafe  -  -  -  . 

65. 

Malt  -  -  -  ; 

24. 

Oatmeal  -  - 

23- 

Split  Beans 

10. 

D°  Peafe  -  - 

3- 

,  Cwt. 

Barley  hulled  - 

117. 

Biscuit  -  -  - 

2,062. 

Oatmeal  -  - 

790. 

fVheat  Flour  - 

1,892. 

1797- 

Wheat  - 

Rye  -  -  -  - 

Barley  -  -  - 

Oats  -  -  - 

Beans  -  -  - 

Peafe  -  -  - 

Callivances  -  - 

Indian  Corn 

D°  -  Meal  - 

Wheat  ware-  f 
hoofed  -  -J 

Wheat  Flour 
warehoufed 

Rye  Meal  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  - 

Oatmeal  *  - 


Quarters. 
**- '  _ 

14,903. 

IOO. 

25- 

1,5<53* 

225. 

72. 

6l. 

6,418. 

1,563. 

250. 

1,000. 

Cwts. 

1,400. 
9, 327- 

Bolls. 

95- 


Bounty  and 
/  Drawbacks? 

mi 


IMPORTED 
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ENGL, 

IMPORT 

AND. 

( 

\ 

Quarters. 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

398,967.  "| 

Rye  ----- 

8,250. 

Barley  -  -  - 

52,828. 

O 

p 

r-t- 

C/3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

479>833- 

Beans  ----- 

17*143- 

Peafe  ----- 

16,447.  { 

Callivances  -  -  - 

6l.  / 

Indian  Corn  -  -  - 

1. 

Cwt. 

Wheat  Flour  -  -  - 

14,868. 

Bolls. 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  - 

5,6o8.  J 

SCOTLAND. 

Quarters.  I 

Wheat  ----- 

50,981.  ^ 

Rye  ----- 

7- 

Barley  -  -  -  - 

10,288. 

Oats  ----- 

83,520. 

Beans  ----- 

248. 

Peafe  ----- 

699- 

Bolls.  V 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  - 

5R435- 

Quarters. 

Barley  warehoufed  - 

l,o8p. 

Oats  -  -  D°-  -  - 

389- 

Peafe  -  -  D°  -  -  - 

643- 

Wheat  -  D°-  -  - 

520. 

J 

}  Duties  £.4,441.  145. 


)  Duties  £.1,294.  6$.  lie?. 


The  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Average  Prices  of  Corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  'Standard  Winchefler  Bufhel,  for  the  Year  1797. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

Peafe, 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d . 

PerBuihel 

\ 

/a  M 1 

0 «  /  g  • 

3-  nj- 

3-  5l- 

2.  1. 

3-  5i* 

4.  2. 

Prices 

*2  8 1 
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Prices  of  Bread  per  Quartern  Loaf,  during  1797. 


January 

• 

• 

s.  d. 

July: 

s. 

4. 

5* 

- 

- 

- 

0.  8 

6. 

>  - 

- 

0. 

7  i- 

12. 

- 

o» 

- 

0.  8 

1 3*  - 

- 

- 

0. 

7  I* 

19- 

- 

- 

- 

0.  8 

20. 

- 

- 

0. 

7  2* 

26. 

- 

- 

0.  8J. 

27.  - 

- 

- 

0. 

7  i* 

February : 

Auguft : 

2. 

- 

<s* 

- 

0.  8. 

3-  - 

mm 

- 

0. 

7  J. 

9- 

-  - 

- 

- 

0.  8. 

10. 

- 

- 

0. 

8. 

16. 

- 

- 

- 

0.  8. 

17.  - 

- 

- 

0. 

8  1. 

23. 

* 

- 

- 

G-  7  f- 

24. 

- 

- 

0. 

8  Jr, 

3i*  - 

- 

- 

0. 

9- 

JMarch : 

2. 

_ 

- 

- 

0.  7  f. 

September: 

9- 

- 

- 

- 

7  £• 

7*  - 

- 

- 

0. 

9  I* 

16. 

-  . 

V 

- 

0.  7  2  • 

14.  - 

- 

- 

0. 

9 

23* 

- 

r 

- 

°*  7  £• 

21. 

- 

- 

0. 

9 

3°* 

T 

- 

— 

°-  7  £• 

28. 

mm> 

- 

0. 

10  R 

April : 

O&ober: 

6. 

- 

1 

- 

0.  7  f- 

5*  - 

- 

- 

0. 

10  f . 

*3- 

- 

- 

- 

°.  7  J. 

12. 

- 

Ota 

0. 

10  4. 

20. 

- 

- 

mm 

°-  7  i- 

19. 

- 

- 

0. 

9  ?* 

27. 

- 

— 

°*  7  2* 

26. 

- 

- 

0. 

9  f> 

Nay : 

November  : 

4- 

- 

- 

» 

°*  7  f- 

2. 

- 

- 

0. 

9i- 

1 1. 

- 

m 

- 

°*  7  f- 

9-  - 

- 

- 

0. 

9  4* 

18. 

- 

- 

- 

0.  7  f. 

16. 

- 

- 

0. 

9  ?* 

25. 

- 

- 

GO 

0.  7  J. 

23.  - 

am 

- 

0. 

9  3* 

3°.  - 

- 

0. 

9* 

June : 

December : 

1. 

*• 

** 

0.  7  f. 

8. 

- 

<w» 

- 

0.  7 

7-  - 

- 

* 

0. 

8  1. 

15. 

“ 

- 

ms 

0.  7  J. 

14. 

'  - 

- 

0. 

8|. 

22. 

m 

- 

- 

o-  7  R 

21. 

mm 

- 

0. 

29- 

<9 

too 

0.  7i- 

28. 

' 

0. 

3  4. 

PRICES  of  STOCKS,  for 
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STATE  of  the  BAROMETER,  THERMOMETER,  and  HYGROMETER,  for  the  Year  1797. 
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Principal  Public  Ads  pa  fed  in  the 

Firfi  Sejjion  of  the  i%th  Parliament 

of  Great  Britain. 

2d  of  November ,  1796. 

Malt  tax  ad. 

Land  tax  a.ct. 

Ad  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
militia. 

Ads  for  railing  a  certain  number 
of  men,  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy 
and  army,  in  England  and  Scotland. 

1  itk  of  November. 

Atl  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
raife  a  provifional  force  of  cavalry, 
to  be  embodied,  in  cafe  of  neeeffity, 
for  the  defence  of  tbefe  kingdoms. 

Aft  for  granting  annuities  to  fa- 
tisfy  navy  and  exchequer  bills* 

230s  of  December. 

Ad  for  railing  i8,ooo,oool.  by 
way  of  annuities. 

Ad  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons  as 
Lave  omitted  to  qualify  themfelves 
for  offices  and  employments. 

Ad  for  granting  additional  duties 
of  excife  on  and  ions,  bricks,  cocoa- 
nuts,  Britifh  and  foreign  fpirits,  and 
tea*. 

Ad  for  granting  certain  duties  of 
cuftoms  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer¬ 
chandize,  imported  into,  exported 
from,  or  brought  or  carried  coaft- 
wife  into  Great  Britain. 

Ad  for  granting  an  additional 
duty  on  ftage-coaches. 

Ad  for  granting  certain  additi¬ 
onal  duties  on  diftilleries  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

2  8/7i  of  December. 

Ad  for  altering  rates  of  poftage. 

Ad  for  more  effectually  fecuring 
ft  amp  duties  on  deeds. 

Ad,  authorizing  his  Majefty  for  a 
lim  ’ed  time,  to  make  regulations 
refpeding  the  trade  to  and  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


3 d  °f  March,  1797, 

Ad  to  remove  doubts  refpeding 
promiffory  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  for  payment  of  ftims  of 
money  under  five  pounds. 

Ad  to  enable  the  Eaft  India 
Company  to  raife  money,  by  further 
increafing  their  capital  ftock. 

10th  of  March. 

Mutiny  ad. 

Ad  for  the  regulation  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  forces  while  on  fliore. 

Militia  ad. 

Ad  for  increafing  the  rates  of 
fubfiftence  to  be  paid  to  inn-keepers 
and  others  on  quartering  foldiers. 

3 d  °f  May. 

Ad  for  confirming  and  continuing 
for  a  limited  time  the  reftridion  on 
payment  of  cadi  by  the  Bank. 

Ad  for  increafing  the  feamens 
pay. 

Ad  for  railing  14,500,000!.  by 
way  of  annuities. 

2 5 1 h  of  May. 

Ad  for  guaranteeing  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  dividends  on  a  loan  of 
i,6oo,oool.  to  the  Emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  the  regular  redemption  of 
the  capital  created  thereby,  and  for 
enabling  the  Bank  of  England  to 
retain  the  fums  granted  for  repaying 
advances  made  by  them  to  the  public, 
and  for  other  purpofes. 

Ad  for  granting  to  foreign  fhips, 
put  under  his  Majefty's  protedion, 
the  privileges  of  prize  fhips  under 
certain  reftridions;  and  for  allow¬ 
ing  aliens  in  foreign  colonies,  fur- 
rendered  to  his  Majefty,  to  exercife 
the  occupations  of  merchants  or 
fadors. 

Ad  for  the  better  prevention  and 
punifhment  of  attempts  to  feduce 
perfons  ferving  in  his  Majefty’s 
forces,  by  fe.a  or  land,  from  their 

duty 
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duty  and  allegiance  to  Lis  Majefty, 
or  to  incite  them  to  mutiny  or  dis¬ 
obedience. 

Ad  for  more  effectually  retrain¬ 
ing  intercourfe  with  the  crews  of 
certain  of  his  Majefty’s  ffiips  now  in 
a  State  of  mutiny  and  rebellion. 

Ad  for  prohibiting  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  cambrics  and  French  lawns 
into  the  kingdom,  not  being  of  the 
manufacture  of  Ireland,  except  for 
the  purpofe  of  being  warehoused  for 
exportation. 

Ad  to  enable  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany  to  pay  the  expences  of  two 
regiments  of  infantry,  to  be  raifed 
for  the  defence  and  protedion  of 
the  boufe  and  warehoui.es  of  the  faid 
Company,  and  for  fuch  public  fer- 
vices  as  are  mentioned  in  an  ad, 
34  Geo.  III. 

Ad  for  making  the  port  of  San 
Jofeph,  in  the  id  and  of  Trinidad,  a 
free  port. 

22 d  of  June ,  1797. 

Ad  for  granting  to  bis  Majefty 
certain  ftamp-dufcies  on  the  feveral 
matters  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
better  fecuring  the  duties  on  certift- 
cates  to  be  taken  out  by  attornies. 

Ad  to  continue  the  alien  ad. 

4 th  of  July . 

Ad  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  amity,  and 
navigation,  concluded  between  his 
Majefty  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Scotch  militia  ad. 

Ad  for  regulating  the  (hipping* 
and  carrying  of  (laves  in  Britiih 
veft’els  from  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

39 tk  of  July. 

Ads  for  granting  additional  duties 
on  inhabited  houfes,  hordes,  male 
fervants,  cuftoms,  and  deeds. 


Ad  for  granting  certain  duties  on 
clocks  and  watches. 

Xnfolvent  debtor  ad. 

Lottery  ad. 

Ad  for  granting  200,000!.  to¬ 
wards  the  redudion  of  the  national 
debt. 

Ad  for  making  allowances  in 
certain  cafes  to  fubaltern  officers  of 
the  militia  in  time  of  peace. 

Ad  for  regulating  the  trade  to  be 
carried  on  with  the  Britifn  poffef- 
fions  in  India,  by  the  (hips  of  na¬ 
tions  in  amity  with  his  Majefty. 

Ad  for  regulating  the  height 
between  decks  of  vessels  entered 
outwards  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying 
(laves  from  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

Ad  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an  ad, 
5th  Geo.  II.  as  makes  negroes  chat¬ 
tels  for  the  payment  of  debts. 

Ad  for  better  preventing  forgery 
in  transfers  of  (lock  at  the  Bank  or 
India  Houfe. 

Ad  for  more  effedually  prevent¬ 
ing  the  adminiitering  or  taking  of 
unlawful  oaths. 

Ad  to  make  perpetual  the  act 
for  preventing  the  committing  of 
frauds  by  bankrupts. 

Ad  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting 
any  copper  coin  in  this  realm, 
made  or  to  be  made  current  by 
proclamation,  or  any  foreign  gold 
or  filver  coin;  and  to  prevent  the 
bringing  into  this  realm  or  uttering 
any  counterfeit  foreign  gold  or  filver 
coin. 

Ad  to  (liorten  the  time  now  re¬ 
quired  for  giving  notice  of  the  royal 
intention  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  that  the  parliament 
(hall  meet  and  he  holden  for  the 
d  if  patch  of  buftnefs,  and  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  provide  for  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  in  the  cafe  of  a  derails 
of  the  crown. 

Ad 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


2.86* 

“loth  of  July. 

h&i  for  granting  a  farther  addi¬ 
tional  duty  on  horfes. 

A6t  to  enable  his  Majefty  more 
eafily  and  effectually  to  grant  con¬ 
ditional  pardons  to  perfons  under 
fentence,  by  naval  courts  martial, 


and  to  regulate  imprifonment  under 
fuch  fentences. 

A  cl  for  the  better  adminiftration 
of  juftice  at  Calcutta,  Madras,  and 
Bombay ;  and  for  preventing  British 
fubjeds  from  being  concerned  in 
loans  to  the  native  princes  in  India. 


£. 


SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament 
for  the  Year  1797. 

NAVY. 

17  October,  1796* 

THAT  120,000  feamen  be  employed,  including 
20,000  marines. 

The  fum  for  maintaining  them,  including  ordnance  for 
fea  fervice  ------- 

31  October. 

iProvifion  to  fatisfy  navy,  victualling,  and  tranfport 
bills,  made  out  on  or  before  the  27th  of  October, 

1796,  amounting  to  £.  1 1,993,167.  19.  9. 

5  December. 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay  to  fea 
and  marine  officers  ------ 

For  buildings  and  repairs  of  fhips,  and  other  extra 
works  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  ' 

25  April,  1797. 

Towards  defraying  the  expences,  and  preventing  the 
increafe,  of  the  debt  of  the  navy 

8  May. 

To  defray  the  expence  to  be  incurred  by  an  increafe 
to  the  pay  of  the  feamen  and  marines,  and  by  the 
propofed  iffue  of  full  allowance  of  provifions 


s. 


6,240,000  O  o 


653,573  1  7 

768,100  O  o 

-  5,000,000  o  o 


472,000  o  o 


£•13,033,673  1  7 

A  R  M  Y. 

24  October,  1796. 

That  60,765  men  be  employed  for  land  fervice, 
including  5,222  invalids. 

For  guards,  garrifons,  and  oilier  land  forces,  in 

Great  Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Guernfey  -  -  1,505,905  l  Q 

For  fo  rces  in  the  plantations,  including  Gibraltar, 

Corfica,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  New 

South  Wales  1,411,231  19  5 

For 
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For  difference  between  the  Britifn  and  Iriffi  pay  of 
fix  regiments  of  foot  for  fervice  abroad  -  ^  - 

For  four  troops  of  dragoons,  and  nine  companies 
of  foot,  Rationed  in  Great  Britain,  for  recruit¬ 
ing  regiments  ferving  in  Eaft  India 
For  recruiting,  contingencies,  and  allowances  for 
land  forces  ;  and  extra  feed  for  the  cavalry 
For  general  and  ftaff  officers,  and  officers  of  hofpitals 

5  December. 

For  horfe  furniture,  clothing,  and  accoutrements, 
for  augmentation  to  forces  - 
For  allowances  to  feveral  reduced  officers  of  Britifh 
American  forces  -  -  -  - 

Upon  account  of  reduced  officers  of  ditto 
For  allowances  to  reduced  horfe  guards 
For  reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines 
For  the  increafed  rates  of  fubfiftence  to  be  paid  to 
inn-keepers  and  others  on  quartering  foldiers 
For  full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers  - 
For  officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  States  General 
For  allowances  to  the  paymafter  general  of  the 
forces*  fecretary  at  war,  Ac.  Ac.  - 

4  April,  1797. 

For  the  in  and  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  hpfpital, 
and  the  expences  of  the  faid  hofpitai 
For  penfions  to  widows  of  commiffioned  officers 

6  April. 

To  defray  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  army, 
from  25th  December  1795  to  6th  December 
2796  -------- 

24  May. 

For  defraying  the  additional  charge  of  an  augment¬ 
ation  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  his  maje  fly's 
land  forces  -  "  „ 

26  June. 

fo  defray  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  army, 
^  from  7th  December  to  24th  December  1796 
To  defray  the  expence  of  extraordinary  fervices 
incurred,  and  not  paid  previous  to  5th  January 
1 797  -------- 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  fervices  of 
the  army  for  1797  - 

To  fatisfy  demands  outstanding  in  the  barrack  de¬ 
partment  -  -  _ 

For  fupply  of  forage  to  the  troops,  and  other  ex¬ 
pences  attending  the  fervice  of  the  barrack  de¬ 
partment  for  1797 


£. 

s. 

d. 

40,096 

9 

9 

*  3^335 

IS 

o- 

360,000 

0 

0 

94A95 

H 

Q 

70,000 

0 

O 

7,500 

0 

O 

52,500 

0 

O 

125 

3 

4, 

1 18,874. 

8 

1  So, 000 

0 

0 

136,675 

14 

3 

1,000 

0 

Q 

136, 779 

17 

l 

47,165 

10 

11 

1  1,602 

7 

3 

3,280,513 

»3 

2 

224,000 

0 

0 

106,962 

*3 

4 

438,000 

0 

0 

4,000,000 

0 

0 

288,000 

0 

0 

449,000 

0 

0 

Fo 

I 
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£.  s.  d. 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  certain  allowances  to 
the  fubaltern  officers,  adjutants,  and  quarter 
mailers  of  the  land  forces  -  -  “  60,000  o  0 

For  foreign  corps,  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain, 

for  1797  ------  -  381,637  17  o 


militia  and  fencible  corps. 

24  October,  1796. 

For  the  embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  and 
corps  of  fencible  infantry  in  Great  Britain,  Jer- 
fev,  Guernfey,  and  the  iilands  of  Scilly  and  Man 
For  contingencies  and  allowances  for  ditto  - 
For  clothing  for  the  embodied  militia  - 
For  corps  of  fencible  cavalry 
For  allowances  and  extra  feed  for  ditto 

/  17  December. 

Making  provifion  for  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia. 

24  December. 

On  account,  towards  defraying  the  charge  cl  the 
pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia  - 

4  July,  1797. 

Making  provifion  for  allowances  to  fubaltern  officers 
of  militia,  in  time  of  peace. 

11  July. 

Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  clothing  and  ac¬ 
coutrements  for  fundry  coips  oi  volunteei  ca 

valry  - 


£. 

s. 

a. 

950, 44l 

3 

6 

210,000 

0 

0 

1 12,81 1 

0 

0 

397*734 

4 

2 

95,000 

0 

0 

177,000  o  0 


O  R  D  N  A  N  C 
5  December. 

For  ordnance  land  fervice,  for  1797  - 

Ditto,  not  provided  for  in  1795  -  .  " 

Ditto,  fea  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1 795  - 
Ditto,  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1796 

24  May,  1797. 


artillery  and  military  artificers,  &c. 


30,000 

0 

0 

£.  1,972,986 

7 

8 

i« 

£. 

s. 

d. 

»  1,009,024 

9 

2 

iH*553 

19 

9 

74*^3° 

0 

3 

425,366 

10 

6 

an 

the 

1 6,ooo 

0 

0 

3  Jult 
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3  July. 

For  additional  pay  to  certain  officers  of  the  artillery 
and  engineers  ------ 


£. 

3/281 


*289 
s.  d, 
11  4 


£.1,643,056  11  4 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVIC 

5  December,  1796. 

For  new  roads  of  communication,  and  building 
bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain 
For  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Upper  Canada 
Ditto,  of  Nova  Scotia  -  -  • 

Ditto,  of  New  Brunfwick  - 
Ditto,  of  St.  John's  Bland  - 
Ditto,  of  the  Bland  of  Cape  Breton  - 
Ditto,  of  Newfoundland  - 
Ditto,  of  the  Bahama  Blands  - 
For  the  falary  of  the  chief  juflice  of  the  Bermudas, 
or  Somers  Blands  ------ 

Ditto,  of  the  chief  juftice  of  the  ifland  of  Do¬ 
minica  ------- 

For  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  New  South  Wales  - 

20  December. 

Upon  account,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  tem¬ 
porary  advances,  by  way  of  loan,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  emperor  ------ 

22  December. 

To  make  good  money  iffiied  for  allowances  to  Ame¬ 
rican  fufferers  ------ 

For  relief  to  American  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers, 
purfuant  to  adt  30  Geo.  III.  - 
To  make  good  money  iffued  for  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vice  abroad  ------- 

Ditto,  for  relief  of  the  fuffering  clergy  and  laity  of 
France  ------- 

Ditto,  for  fixtures  at  the  houfe  of  the  fpeaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  -  -  -- 

Ditto,  to  continue  and  perfect  the  Index  to  the 
Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  -  -  - 

To  make  good  money  iffued  to  Mr.  Campbell  for 
the  expence  of  convidts  on  the  Thames 
Ditto,  to  Mr.  Bradley,  for  ditto  in  Langftone  and 
Portfmouth  harbours  - 

To  make  good  money  iffued  purfuant  to  addreffes, 
and  not  made  good  by  parliament  - 


ES, 
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*  u 


£. 

s. 

d . 

4,5oo 

0 

0 

7,000 

0 

0 

5>9!5 

0 

0 

4,550 

0 

0 

1,900 

0 

0 

1,840 

0 

0 

1,232 

10 

0 

4,100 

0 

0 

580 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

5,523 

10 

0 

500,000 

0 

0 

11,500 

0 

0 

51,682 

17 

6 

7C431 

5 

uf 

140,090 

0 

0 

681 

16 

3 

869 

19 

0 

9,186 

2 

4 

13,492 

2 

1 1 

28,263 

1 

6 

24  December 
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24  December. 

To. enable  his  majefty  to  iffue  the  like  fum  to  Com- 
miilioners,  to  be  advanced,  under  certain  re¬ 
gulations,  for  the  accommodation  of  perfons 
connected  with  and  trading  to  the  iflands  of 
Grenada  and  St,  Vincent.  - 

‘25  April,  1797. 

To  make  good  money  ifiued  to  the  fecretary  to  the 
cOmmiffioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt  ------- 

Ditto,  for  a  clerk  to  fuperintend  the  office  for  Ame¬ 
rican  claims  ------ 

Ditto,  for  relief  of  the  fuffering  clergy  and  laity 
of  France  ------- 

To  make  good  money  iffued  to  Mr.  Campbell  for 
the  expence  of  convi&s  on  the  Thames  - 
Ditto,  to  Mr.  Bradley,  for  ditto  in  Langflone  and 
Portfrnouth  harbours  - 

For  defraying  the  expences  of  convidls  at  home, 
for  1797  -  - 

To  make  good  money  iffued  for  repairs  of  the  Fleet 
prifon  -------- 

Ditto,  for  repairs  of  the  King's  Bench  prifon 
Ditto,  towards  defraying  extraordinary  expences 
incurred  for  profecutions  relating  to  the  coin 
Ditto,  in  confequence  of  the  expences  of  Mr. 
Haftings's  profecution  - 

Ditto,  for  the  falary  of  the  chief  juflice  of  New¬ 
foundland  -  -  -  -  - 

Ditto,  for  expences  on  account  of  the  fettlement  at 
New  South  Wales  - 

Ditto,  for  expences  and  allowances  in  the  fuper- 
intendence  of  the  alien  a£fc 
Ditto,  for  his  majefty’s  fecret  fervice  abroad 
For  fupporting  the  Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa  - 

For  the  Board  of  Agriculture  - 
For  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  for  profe- 
cutions  relating  to  the  coin,  for  1797 
Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  printing  the  Jour¬ 
nals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  printing  and 
delivering  the  Votes,  and  of  printing  bills,  re¬ 
ports,  and  other  papers,  for  1797  - 

Ditto,  of  the  fuperintendence  of  the  alien  act  for 
1797  ------- 

Towards  defraying  the  expences  of  the  fettlement 
at  New  South  Wales,  for  1797 
Ditto,  of  allowances  to  American  fufferers,  for  1797 


£ »  $  > 


600,000  o  o 

796  19  6 
110  ©  o 
31,000  o  o 

3,033  4  0 
9,628  12  6 
32,000  o  © 
4,515  8  1 

5,672  3  3 

1,4.61  15  6 
2,806  8  © 

693  15  o 

31,825  14  1 

1,740  9  © 

D345  19  3 

23,000  o  o 
3,000  o  © 

3,800  o  © 

7,000  o  o 

2,000  O  o 

30,000  o  0 
46,120  o  o 
27  April 
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27  April. 

Upon  account,  to  enable  his  majefty  to  make  a  tern-  £.  s.  d. 
porary  advance,  by  way  of  loan,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  emperor  -------  200,000  o  ® 

2  May. 

To  enable  his  majefly  to  make  advances,  by  way  of 

loan,  for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor  -  1, 880,000  O  Q 

Provision  for  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  the  dividends 
on  a  loan  of  3,500,0001.  to  be  raifed  on  account  of 
the  emperor. 

To  enable  his  majefly  to  make  remittances,  from 
time  to  time,  to  be  applied  to  his  fervice  in  Ireland, 
on  provifion  being  made  by  the  parliament  of  that 
kingdom  for  defraying  the  interelt  and  charges  of  a 
loan  to  that  amount  -----  -  1,500,000  o  o 

6  May. 

For  the  marriage  portion  of  the  princefs  royal  -  80,000  o  o 

18  May. 

To  pay  bills  drawn  on  and  accepted  by  the  lords  of 

the  treafury  -------  1  >650,000  o  © 

26  June. 

Towards  the  relief  of  the  fuffering  clergy  and  laity  of 

France,  for  1797  ------  180,000  o  o 

For  his  majefty’s  fecret  fervice  abroad  for  1797  “  15°»000  0  0 

For  fupport  of  the  veterinary  college  *  1j5°°  ®  ® 

13  July. 

To  defray  the  fums  which  the  commiffioners  under  the 
American  treaty  have  awarded  to  be  paid  by  tne 
Britifh  government ;  and  the  expences  attending 
the  faid  commiflion  -  -  -  *  7  3^»454  14  3* 

7>374>443  8  oj 


NATIONAL  DEBT. 


26  June,  1797. 

To  the  bank  of  England,  to  be  by  them  placed  to  the 
account  of  the  commiffioners  for  reduction  of  the 
national  debt  ------ 


200,000 


©  o 


EXCHEQUER  BILLS. 

31  October,  179b. 

Provifion  to  fatisfy  exchequer  bills,  made  out  by  virtue 
of  act  of  laft  leffion,  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  raife 
the  fum  of  2,500,0001. 

25  April,  1797. 

For  paying  off  the  exchequer  bills  ift’ued  purfuant  to 
'  the  faid  aft  ------  -1,110,000  o  o 

*  (J  <1  Ditto 
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Ditto  iffued  on  the  credit  of  the  growing  produce  of  £.  s.  d . 
the  confolidated  fund,  for  the  fervice  of  1796  -  1,370,000  o  o 

18  May. 

Towards  paying  off  the  exchequer  bills  made  out  in 
purfuance  of  ad;  of  lafl  feffion  for  granting  land  tax 
and  malt  duties  833,000  o  o 


3,313,000  o  o 

DEFICIENCIES. 

24  December,  1796. 

To  repay  to  the  bank  of  England  the  like  fum  ad¬ 
vanced  by  thetn,  on  the  credit  of  the  growing  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  confolidated  fund,  for  the  fervice  of 
1795  --------  1,054,000  o  ® 

25  April,  1797. 

To  make  good  the  fum  of  3,500,000  1.  charged  by  ad 
of  lafl  feffion  on  the  confolidated  fund,  for  the  fervice 
«f  1796  -  --  --  --  -  2,177,000  o  © 


3,231,000  o  a 

VOTE  OF  CREDIT. 

10  July,  1797. 

To  enable  his  majefly  to  afford  pecuniary  affiftance 
to  the  queen  of  Portugal,  and  to  defray  fuch  extra¬ 
ordinary  ex pences,  and  take  fuch  ineafures,  as  the 
exigency  of  affairs  may  require  -  500,000  o  © 

Total  of  Supply  44,783,262  3  5§ 


Ways  and  Means  for  raifmg  the  Supplies  for  1797. 

ANNUAL  GRANTS. 

20  October,  1796. 

For  continuing  the  duties  on  malt,  mum,  cyder  and 

perry  -  -  -  -  -  -  750,000  o  p 

For  railing  four  fhillings  in  the  pound  on  land,  &c.  -  2,000,000  o  9 

20  December. 

That  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  land  tax. 

6  July,  1797. 

That  the  allowances  to  certain  fubaltern  officers  of  the 
militia  be  defrayed  out  of  the  fame. 


2,750,000  o  o 
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EXTRAORDINARY  AIDS, 

i  November,  1796.  £. 

For  granting  annuities  to  fatisfy  navy,  victualling, 
and  tranfport  bills,  made  out  on  or  before  31ft  De¬ 
cember  1795. 

Ditto  made  out  after  31ft  December  1795,  and  on  or 
before  30th  April  1796. 

Ditto  made  out  after  30th  April  1796,  and  on  or  be¬ 
fore  31ft  July  1796. 

Ditto  made  out  after  31ft  July  1796,  and  on  or  before 
27th  October  1796. 

For  granting  annuities,  in  lieu  of  exchequer  bills, 
made  out  purfuant  to  aCi  of  laft  feftion  for  raifing 
2,500,0001.  thereby# 

1  December. 

For  applying  420,000!.  now  remaining  in  the  exche¬ 
quer,  being  the  difpofable  overplus  of  the  grants 
for  1796  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  •  420,000 

8  December. 

For  raifing  18,000,000 1.  by  annuities  -  18,000,000 

22  December. 

Allowing  an  interett,  by  way  of  difeount,  to  perfons 
paying  in  the  whole  of  their  contribution  money 
towards  the  loan  of  1 8,000,000 1. 

27  April,  1797. 

For  railing  13,000,0001.  by  annuities  -  13,000,000 

2  May. 

That  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  13,000,000b  who 
(hall  be  poffefied  of  certain  exchequer  bills,  may 
pay  them  in  on  account  of  the  next  inftalment. 

That  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  13,000,000  b  (hall 
be  allowed  intereft  for  proportional  parts  of  fums 
paid  in  advance  for  completing  any  inftalment. 

5  May. 

For  raifing  1,500,000  b  by  annuities  -  -  *  1,500,000 

18  May. 

That  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  14,500,000  b 
ftiall  make  their  future  payments  on  the  fum  of 
1,620,000 1.  part  of  a  further  loan  of  3,500,000!.  on 
or  before  certain  days  fpecified. 

1  June, 

For  granting  an  additional  annuity  to  the  contributors 
towards  the  loan  of  18,000,000  b 

6  July# 

For  raifing  646,250  b  by  a  lottery  -  -  **  646,250 

For  raifing  3,500,000  b  by  exchequer  bills  -  -  3,500,000 

Carried  forward  37,066,250 

*  U  3 
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>  £.  5. 

✓  Brought  over  37,066,250  o  o 

11  July. 

For  applying  2,000,000 1.  out  of  the  monies  that  (hall 

arife  of  the  furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  -  -  2,000,000  o  o 

39,066,250  o  o 

Annual  Grants  2,750,000  o  o 


TOTAL  of  Ways  and  Means  41,816,250  o  o 
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STATE  PAPERS. 


Mefjage  from  the  King  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ,  Feb.  27,  1 797* 

**  George  R. 

1 S  Majefty  think#  it  proper 
to  communicate  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  without  delay, 
the  meafure  adopted  to  obviate  the 
effects  which  might  be  occafioned 
by  the  unufual  demand  of  fpecie, 
lately  made  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  on  the  metropolis. 

“  The  peculiar  nature  and  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  cafe  appeared  to  re- 
quire,  in  the  firft  inftance,  the 
meafure  contained  in  the  order  of 
council  which  his  majefty  has  di¬ 
rected  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe. 
In  recommending  this  important 
fubject  to  the  immediate  andferious 
attention  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
his  majefty  relies  with  the  utmoft 
confidence  on  the  experienced  wif- 
dom  and  firmnefs  of  his  parliament, 
for  taking  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
beft  calculated  to  meet  any  tempo¬ 
rary  preffure ;  and  to  call  forth,  in 
the  moft  effectual  manner,  the  ex- 
tenfive  refources  of  his  kingdoms 
in  fupport  of  their  public  and  com¬ 
mercial  credit,  and  in  defence  of 
their  deareft  interefls,  G.  R.w 


Proteft  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
a  gain f  the  Decifion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  on  his  Mot  ion  for  Peace; 
publi/hed  by  him,  with  the  following 
Preface : 

Portman-fquare ,  Mar .  *27,  1797. 
IT  was  my  intention  to  have  en¬ 
tered  my  proteft  on  the  journals  of 
the  houfe  of  lords  the  day  after  I 
moved  my  addrefs  to  his  majefty 
for  peace,  and  for  that  purpofe  I 
went  to  the  clerk’s  office  ;  but,  to 
my  utter  furprife,  I  found  that  my 
addrefs  had  never  been  entered  upon 
the  journals.  Upon  enquiry,  I  was 
informed  that  lord  Kenyon  had 
taken  it  home  with  him.  1  with,  at 
all  events,  that  the  public  ihould  be 
in  poffeffion  of  mv  proteft ;  and  1 
hereby  pledge  myfelf  to  my  country 
and  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  that  f 
will  this  day,  in  my  place  in  that 
houfe,  demand  the  fulieft  reparation 
for  this  infult,  offered  through  me 
to  the  whole  houfe,  in  this  illegal 
and  unprecedented  manner. 

Dissentient.  Firft,  Becaufe 
feeing  no  means  of  falvation  for  this 
country  but  by  an  immediate,  ftn- 
cere,and  laftingpeace,!  think  the  ad¬ 
drefs  which  I  moved  March  23, 1 797* 
**  U  4  calculated 
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calculated  to  produce  that  happy 
event ;  and  that  a  refufal  to  carry 
that  addrefs  to  the  throne  tends 
to  a  continuation  of  this  cruel  war, 
which  1  hold  to  be  certain  and  in¬ 
evitable  ruin. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  a  fecretary  of 
hate’s  moving,  That  an  addrels  to 
his  majefty,  on  the  30th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1796,  fhould  be  read,  is  a  poor, 
weak,  and  rude  manner  (to  fay  no 
worfe  of  it)  of  anlwering  the  argu¬ 
ments  advanced  in  my  addrefs. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  I  believe  that 
the  arguments  advanced  by  me 
have  never  before  been  touched 
upon,  even  in  debate;  and  no  at¬ 
tempts  having  been  made  to  atifwer 
thofe  arguments,  the  conclufion 
which  the  public  mull  draw  from  it 
is,  that  they  are  perfectly  unanfwer- 
able. 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  it  was  my  fin- 
cere  with  that  the  eyes  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty  fhould  be  opened  to  the  dan¬ 
gers  with  which  he  is  furrounded  ; 
ai  d  that  giving  peace  to  his  exhauft- 
ed  funjects,  and  reftoring  to  them 
their  rights,  fhould  be  his  own  gra¬ 
cious  act. 

Fifthly,  Becaufe  I  have  the  high- 
eft  authority  for  every  fentiment  re- 
fpeding  the  u  oeconomy  and  reform 
of  abides”  which  I  recommended ; 
namely,  his  majefty ’s  own  words, 
in  that  moft  excellent  and  patriotic 
fpeech  made  at  the  clofe  of  the 
American  war,  and  which  I  quoted 
in  my  reply. 

Sixthly,  Becaufe,  whenever  a  na¬ 
tion  is  in  the  fituation  we  are  in  at 
prefent,  it  requires  the  united  energy 
and  public  fpirit  of  the  whole  na¬ 
tion  to  re-eftablifh  its  credit;  and  I 
am  perfuaded  that  energy  and  public 
fpirit  are  only  to  be  obtained  by  the 
public  poffeihng  their  ancient  free 
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conftitution,  which  they  fo  juftly 
revere ;  and  I  maintain,  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  common  law,  which  is 
common  fenfe,  and  according  to 
“  the  true  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,” 
which  is  founded  in  wifdom,  li¬ 
berty,  and  juftice,  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  have  a  right,  and 
ought  to  be  fairly  and  equally  re¬ 
presented  in  that  which,  by  its 
very  name,  is  their  houfe  of  par¬ 
liament. 

Seventhly,  Becaufe  I  hold  the 
borough  fvftem,  and  every  other 
fyftem  of  corruption  that  has  of 
late  years  crept  into  practice,  to  be 
directly  contrary  to  the  true  fpirit 
of  the  conftitution,  and  big  with 
the  rnoft  alarming  evils  to  the  king 
and  people  ;  and  that  to  confer  the 
honour  of  peerage  on  men  who 
have  no  other  merit  than  that  of 
commanding  boroughs  and  perform¬ 
ing  nunifterial  jobs,  degrades  that 
high  dignity,  and  takes  away  one 
of  the  greateft  motives  that  actuates 
the  human  mind,  the  hope  of  re¬ 
ward,  by  making  it  unworthy  the 
acceptance  of  thole  men  for  whom 
it  was  intended:  men  who  have 
rendered  great  and  diftinguifhed 
fervices  to  their  country,  by  their 
valour,  their  talents,  or  their  learn¬ 
ing. 

Eighthly,  Becaufe  I  am  defirous 
of  making  this  public  avowal  of  my 
principles,  which  nothing  on  earth 
fhall  make  me  alter,  and  which  I 
have  learnt  from  the  a£ts  and  writ¬ 
ings  of  our  an^eftors,  who  loved 
liberty,  and  underftood  it. 

Ninthly,  Becaufe  I  am  refolved, 
whenever  I  fee  danger,  boldly  and 
independently,  to  the  full  extent  of 
my  ability,  to  difcharge  my  duty  to 
my  king  and  country. 

Oxford  and  Mortimer. 

'  McJJ'age 
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Mejage  from  his  Majefty  to  the 

Houfe  of  Commons ,  3 d  of  April , 

J  797* 

George  R. 

HIS  majefty  having  agreed  to 
the  marriage  of  his  eldeft  daughter, 
the  princefs  royal,  with  the  heredi¬ 
tary  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  has 
thought  fit  to  communicate  intelli¬ 
gence  of  it  to  the  houle  ol  com¬ 
mons.  His  majefty  is  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  the  marriage  of  her  royal 
highnefs  with  a  proteftant  prince, 
fo  considerable  in  rank  and  ftation, 
who  is  connected  with  the  royal 
family  by  common  delcent  Irom  the 
princefs  Sophia  of  Hanover,  cannot 
but  be  acceptable  to  all  his  fubjeCts ; 
and  the  many  proofs  of  affection  and 
attachment  to  his  perfon  and  fa¬ 
mily  which  he  has  received  from 
this  houfe,  afford  him  no  room  to 
doubt  that  they  will  enable  him  to 
give  fuch  a  portion  to  his  eldeft 
daughter  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the 
dignity  of  the  crown. 


Meftage  from  his  Majefty  to  the 

Houfe  of  Commons ,  ‘igth  April , 

*797* 

George  R. 

HIS  majefty  recommends  it  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  eonfider  of 
enabling  his  majefty  to  make  re¬ 
mittances,  from  time  to  time,  to 
be  applied  to  his  fervice  in  Ireland, 
in  fuch  manner  as  (hall  be  approved 
by  the  parliament  #of  that  king¬ 
dom,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
1,500,000!.  on  provifton  being  made 
by  the  parliament  of  Ireland  lor 
difcharging  the  intereft  and  charges 
of  a  loan  to  that  amount. 

And  his  majefty  further  recom¬ 
mends  to  the  houfe  to  eonfider  of 
guaranteeing  a  loan,  on  account  of 
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his  ally  the  emperor,  to  be  applied 
in  making  good  the  advances  to  the 
amount  of  1 , 600, oool.  which  have 
already  been  made  to  his  imperial 
majefty,  and  to  defray  the  charge 
of  fuch  further  advances  as  his  ma¬ 
jefty  may,  from  time  to  time,  direct 
to  be  made  in  the  eourfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  to  an  amount  not  exceed¬ 
ing  2,000,000  1. 

Ilis  majefty  trufts,  that  he  (hall 
experience  the  ready  concurrence 
of  his  faithful  commons,  at  this 
important  conjuncture,  in  a  meafure 
calculated  to  enable  the  emperor 
the  more  effectually  to  continue  his 
exertions  for  the  fupport  of  the 
common  caufe,  and  for  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  a  general  peace,  on  feeure 
and  equitable  terms. 

And  his  majefty  relies  on  the 
zeal  and  affeCtion  of  his  faithful 
commons  to  provide  for  enabling 
his  majefty  to  defray  fuch  other  ex¬ 
traordinary  expences  as  may  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  public  fervice,  and  to 
take  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  may  require. 


V  rot  eft  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and 
Lord  Chedworth,  on  the  Dukes 
Motion  for  the  Difmiftal  of  Mi - 
nijlers ,  May  ‘loth,  1797. 

Diflentient. 

ift.  Becaufe,  aCting  according 
to  the  ancient  practice  of  the  Rritilh 
conftitution,  and  in  conformity  with 
its  true  principles,  we  hold  the  ad- 
vilets  of  the  crown  to  be  refponfible 
for  the  condition  of  the  ftate  ;  re- 
fponfible  for  its  internal  peace  and 
general  good  government ;  for  the 
preservation  of  all  its  ancient  fun¬ 
damental  rights  and  liberties;  for 
the  protection  of  its  commerce,  of 
it*  credit,  and  the  various  fources 

of 
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of  its  profperity  and  wealth  ;  for 
the  obfervance  of  order,  difcipline, 
and  obedience,  in  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  public  force ;  for  the 
honour  and  fuccefs  of  our  arms  (if 
unfortunately  engaged  in  war);  for 
the  preponderance  of  the  Britifh 
power,  and  for  the  glory  and  fplen- 
dor  of  the  Britifh  name.  Inftead  of 
recognizing  in  his  majedy’s  mi- 
nifters  that  ability,  forefight,  and 
integrity,  by  which  thefe  its  cleared; 
interefts  are  preserved,  we  have 
been,  throughout  a  courfe  of  years, 
the  affairs  of  the  nation  condinded 
with  that  incapacity,  perfidy,  and 
corruption,  hv  which  all  great  em¬ 
pires,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  have  found  their  ruin  ;  and 
which,  in  the  particular  date  and 
fituation  of  Great  Britain,  have 
nearly  exhauded  its  refources  and 
its  credit,  and  annihilated  its  con¬ 
futation  ;  which  have  brought  fliame 
upon  its  character  in  the  eyes  of 
foreign  nations,  and  diffufed  largely 
among  its  fubjects  midrud  in  the 
intentions  of  their  governors,  hatred 
of  their  power,  and  contempt  for 
their  debility. 

2dly.  Becaufe,  encouraged  by  the 
uniform,  implicit,  and  fatal  confi¬ 
dence  of  this  houfe  in  the  conduct 
of  miniders,  a  fyftem  xof  govern¬ 
ment  has  arifen,  which,  if  it  be  fur¬ 
ther  perfevered  in,  will  render  the 
fortunes  of  thefe  realms  utterly  ir- 
retrieveable,  even  fhould  wifdom 
and  virtue  fuceeed  in  the  minds 
of  thofe  miniders  to  ignorance  and 
wickednefs.  That  fydem  is  go¬ 
verned  by  principles  the  very  re¬ 
verie  of  thofe  by  which  dates  and 
focieties  have  hitherto  been  kept 
together.  It  is  grounded  on  the 
doctrine  that  honour  and  reward  is 
to  attend  on  crime  and  folly,  and 
that  men  are  to  he  intruded  with 


power  in  proportion  to  their  difpo- 
fition  to  abufe  it.  Such  perverted 
maxims  of  policy  take  from  govern¬ 
ment  all  the  fupport  it  derives  from 
opinion.  The  opinion  of  its  con- 
fidency  is  lod,  by  miniders  adopt¬ 
ing  and  rejecting,  as  it  fuits  the 
purpofe  of  their  power,  fydems 
which  they  alternately  recommend 
and  revile.  The  opinion  of  its  juf- 
tice  is  deftroyed,  from  feeing  that 
power  depends  on  a  principle  which 
confounds  the  fird  diftiwdions  of 
right  and  wrong.  All  opinion  of 
its  vigour  and  efficiency  is  lod  in 
the  daily  infults  to  its  authority,  to 
which  they  are  compelled  to  fub- 
mit.  Every  fpecies  of  diforder  is 
hence  introduced.  The  example  of 
thofe  who  govern,  is  followed  by 
thofe  who  obey.  Nothing  regular 
or  orderly  is  found  in  the  inter- 
courfe  between  fubjedt  and  fove- 
reign.  State  neceffity,  indead  of 
being  reserved  for  occafions  of  the 
lad  emergency,  is  refolded  to  as  the 
condant  and  every-day  practice  of 
executive  adminiftration.  In  fuch 
a  fydem  there  is  neither  order  nor 
freedom ;  and  it  is  the  energy  of 
freedom  alone  that  can  refid  with 
effect  the  real  or  fancied  fuperiority 
of  military  means.  Where  no  power 
is  left  to  correct  the  vices  of  an  ill 
adminidered  commonwealth,  no¬ 
thing  will  remain  to  oppofe  to  the 
enterprifes  of  a  foreign  enemy. 

3dly.  Becaufe,  to  differ  ourfelves 
^o  be  found  by  a  foreign  enemy  in 
this  didratded  condition,  when  we 
have  the  ‘means  of  avoiding  it, 
feems  to  us  highly  impolitic,  and 
wantonly  to  call  down  deftnndion 
upon  the  date.  We  fee  nothing 
in  the  prefent  miniders  fo  valuable 
as  to  induce  us  to  rilk,  for  their 
p refer vation,  any  part  of  the  com¬ 
mon  intered.  They  have  already 
2  kindled^ 
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kindled,  by  tbeir  odious  perfecution 
of  the  catholics  in  Ireland,  the 
flames  of  civil  difcord  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  We  believe  that  an  immediate 
change,  of  men  and  of  meafures, 
would  yet  prelerve  the  common  ties 
by  which  the  two  countries  are 
united.  1 1,  unhappily,  meafures  of 
intolerance  are  to  be  fuftained  by 
the  fword,  ana  if  that  oppreffed 
country  be  tom  from  the  Britiih 
crown,  as  America  was  fevered 
from  our  empire,  rather  than  that 
thefe  minifters  Ihould  incur  the  lofs 
of  their  offices,  we  are  unable  to  fee 
in  what  Great  Britain  would  be  the 
gainer.  If  an  invafion  of  thefe  realms 
fhould  be  the  refult  of  delaying  to 
open  a  fincere  negotiation  for  peace, 
fully  as  we  rely  upon  the  zeal  and 
bravery  of  our  countrymen  for  the 
event,  we  do  not  conceive  that  the 
mifchief  of  fuch  an  attempt  would 
in  any  degree  be  compenfated  by 
finding,  at  the  clofe  of  it,  thofe  mi- 
nifters  ftill  in  their  offices.  Above 
all  things,  we  deem  it  highly  inex¬ 
pedient  that  any  numerous  or  im¬ 
portant  clafs  of  the  people  fhould, 
in  fo  perilous  a  moment,  conceive 
themfelves  to  be  placed  in  the  al¬ 
ternative  between  foreign  conqueft 
and  domeftic  ufurpation.  We  think 
that,  in  this  crifis,  no  excufe  is 
left  for  not  calling  forth  the  whole 
wifdom,  and  ail  that  remains  of  the 
energy  of  the  Britiih  nation.  That 
it  is  among  the  crimes  of  thefe  mi- 
nifters,  that  they  have  exhaufted  in 
idle  alarms,  for  factious  purpofes, 
thofe  refources  wliich  ought  to  have 
been  prelerved  whole  and  unbro¬ 
ken,  to  meet  the  difaflers  which 
are  impending  over  us ;  and  for 
having  fet  up  a  cry  of  loyalty 
againit  liberty,  to  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  that  real  ftrength  by  wliich 
alone  our  fhores  and  our  altars 
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can,  in  the  laft  extremity,  be  de¬ 
fended. 

4thly.  Becanfe  fucb  a  fyftem  h 
dangerous  to  our  prefent  fafety  and 
exiilence,  as  an  independent  hate; 
and  the  fupport  uniformly  given  to 
it,  tends  to  degrade  and  vilify 
this  houfe  in  the  opinion  of  the 
people.  For  the  jfirlt  time  in  our 
biftory,  the  continuance  of  a  minis¬ 
ter  in  office  feems  to  be  made  a 
condition  of  the  conftitution.  If 
that  minifter,  after  having  reduced 
bis  country  to  the  lowefi  ebb  of 
lhame  and  raifery,  ihall  continue  to 
receive  and  to  difpenfe  all  trulls, 
honours,  and  emoluments,  and  to 
be  fupported  in  his  abandoned 
courfes  by  this  houfe,  no  motive 
will  remain  to  love  and  reverence 
a  confutation  exhibited  in  thefe  co¬ 
lours,  to  the  people,  through  the 
medium  of  this  houfe.  Feeling 
no  interest  in  our  proceedings,  they 
will  lofe  all  refpedt  for  our  charac¬ 
ter,  and  all  belief  in  our  honour. 

5thly.  Becanfe  we  believe  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifters  to  be  utterly  incom¬ 
petent  to  the  cure  of  the  evils  they 
have  produced.  As  the  principles 
on  which  they  have  made  the  war 
offer  no  prof'pect  for  its  fuccefs, 
thofe  on  which  they  have  hitherto 
negotiated  for  peace,  afford  no 
hope  for  its  attainment.  As  the  im¬ 
providence  and  incapacity  with 
which  they  have  conducted  the  war, 
have  contributed  fo  largely  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  calamitous  lituation  of 
Europe,  and  to  build  up  the  pro¬ 
digious  power  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  we  conceive  that  they  poffefs 
not  the  means  of  obtaining  fafe  or 
honourable  terms  of  peace  for  this 
country.  We  cannot  expect  that 
they  will  hereafter  cherifh  or  en¬ 
courage  that  lpirit  of  liberty,  under 
which,  in  former  times,  our  grat¬ 
ae  fs 
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nefs  has  grown  and  been  matured. 
We  are  rather  imprefifed  with  the 
fear  that,  under  the  fame  pretences 
which  have  caufed  all  our  prefen t 
difafters,  large  military  eltablifh- 
ments  will  continue  to  be  kept  up, 
with  a  view  of  crufhing  all  its  ef¬ 
forts,  and  rivetting  hill  defer  the 
fetters  of  the  people  ;  that,  releas¬ 
ed  from  the  preffure  of  foreign  hos¬ 
tility,  they  will  have  reeourfe  to 
coercive  meafures  in  that  unhappy 
country,  where  their  oppreffions 
have  already  provoked  the  people 
to  refinance.  We  can  hope  for  no 
economy  from  men  whofe  extrava¬ 
gance  and  wafte,  exceeds  whatever 
has  been  heard  of  the  mad  prodi¬ 
gality  of  former  periods.  We  can 
exped  nofalutary  reformations  from 
thofe  who  have  endeavoured  to  en¬ 
graft  upon  and  blend  with  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  conftitution  itfelf,  thofe 
abufes  by  which  their  rapacity  is 
fupported.  Finally,  we  can  expect 
from  fuch  men  and  fueh  a  fyftem, 
no  other  iflue  but  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  dominion  of  minifterial  terror- 
ifm,  fupported  by  parliamentary 
corruption,  inftead  of  the  ancient 
conftitution  of  this  country,  con¬ 
duced  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  revolution. 

(Signed)  Bedford. 

Chedwortii. 


Message  from  his  Majejly  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  June  if, 

1 797  * 

George  R. 

IT  is  with  the  deepeft  concern  his 
majefty  acquaints  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  the  condud  of  the 
crews  of  fome  of  his  majefty ’s  (hips 
now  at  the  Nore,  in  perfifting  in 
th£  moft  violent  and  treat  on  able  ads 


of  mutiny  and  difobedience,  not- 
withftanding  the  full  extenfion  to 
them  of  all  the  benefits  which  had 
been  accepted  with  gratitude  by  the 
reft  of  his  inajefty's  fleet,  and  not- 
withflanding  the  repeated  offers  of 
his  majefty's  gracious  pardon  on 
their  returning  to  their  duty,  have 
compelled  his  majefty  to  call  on  all 
his  faithful  fubjeds  to  give  their  ut- 
rnoft  afiiftance,  in  reprefting  fuch 
dangerous  and  criminal  proceed¬ 
ings.  Ills  majefty  has  direded  a 
copy  of  the  proclamation  which  he 
has  ifliied  for  this  purpofe,  to  be 
laid  before  the  houfe;  and  he  can¬ 
not  doubt  that  his  parliament  will 
adopt,  with  readinefs  and  decifion, 
every  meafure  which  can  tend,  at 
this  important  conjundure,  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  public  fecurity.  And 
his  majefty  particularly  recom¬ 
mends  it  to  the  confideration  of 
parliament,  to  make  more  effedual 
provifion  for  the  prevention  and 
punifhment  of  all  traitorous  at¬ 
tempts  to  excite  fedition  and  mu¬ 
tiny  in  his  majefty’s  fervice,  or  to 
withdraw  any  part  of  his  majefty's 
forces  by  fea  or  land,  from  their 
duty  and  allegiance  to  him,  and 
from  that  obedience  and  difeipline 
which  are  fo  important  to  the  prof- 
perity  and  the  fafety  of  the  Britifli 
empire. 


Mejfage  from  his  Majejly  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons y  July  6thP 
1 7 9  7 • 

George  R. 

AS  the  ftate  of  public  bufinefs 
may  foon  enable  his  majefty  to 
put  an  end  to  the  prefent  fefllon, 
his  majefty  thinks  it  proper  to 
recommend  it  to  the  houfe  .of 

commons. 
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commons,  to  confider  of  making  pro- 
vifion  to  enable  his  majefty  to  de¬ 
fray  fuch  extraordinary  expences, 
and  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  the 
exigencies  of  affairs  may  require ; 
and  in  particular,  to  afford  fome  pe¬ 
cuniary  affiftance,  if  the  circum- 
llances  ihould  appear  to  his  majef- 
ty  to  require  it,  to  his  ally  the 
queen  of  Portugal,  for  the  defence 
of  her  dominions  again!!  any  attack 
from  the  common  enemv. 


His  Majefty  s  Speech  to  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  on  proroguing  the 
fame,  20  th  of  July,  1797. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  CANNOT  put  an  end  to  this 
feffion  of  parliament  without  re¬ 
turning  you  my  molt  fincere  and  cor¬ 
dial  thanks,  for  the  affiduity  and 
zeal  with  which  you  have  applied 
yourlelves  to  the  important  objects 
which  have  required  your  atten¬ 
tion,  and  for  the  wifdom  and  firm- 
nefs  which  you  have  manifefled 
in  the  new  and  difficult  emer¬ 
gencies  for  which  you  have  had  to 
provide. 

I  muft  particularly  exprefs  the 
juft  fenfe  I  entertain  of  the  falutary 
and  effectual  provifions  which  you 
made  for  flrengthening  the  means 
of  national  defence ;  and  the  mea¬ 
fures  adopted  for  obviating  the  in¬ 
conveniences  which  were  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  to  credit,  from  the  tern- 
porary  fufpenfion  of  payments  in 
cafli  by  the  bank,  as  well  as  of  thte 
promptitude,  vigour,  and  effedl, 
with  which  you  afforded  me  your 
affi fiance  and  fupport,  in  fuppreff- 
ing  the  daring  and  treafonable  mu¬ 
tiny  which  broke  out  in  a  part 
of  my  fleet,  and  in  counterading 


*301 

fo  dangerous  and  pernicious  an 
example. 

1  have  the  fatisfadion  to  acquaint 
you,  that,  fince  the  acceffion  of  the 
prefent  emperor  of  Paiffia,  the 
commercial  engagements  between 
the  two  countries  have  been  re¬ 
newed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will,  I 
doubt  not,  materially  conduce  to 
their  mutual  interefls. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  muft  return  you  iny  particu¬ 
lar  thanks  for  the  liberal  and  ex- 
tenfive  provifion,  which  you  have 
made  for  the  various  exigencies  of 
the  public  fervice;  and  while  I  la¬ 
ment  the  neceffity  which  increafed 
them  to  fo  large  an  amount,  it  is  a 
confolation  to  me  to  obferve  the 
attention  you  employed  in  diftri- 
buting  the  heavy  burthens,  which 
they  occalloned,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  render  their  preffiure  as  little 
fevere  as  poffible  to  my  people. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  iffue  of  the  important  ne¬ 
gotiation  in  which  I  am  engaged,  is 
vet  uncertain  ;  but,  whatever  may 
be  the  event,  nothing  will  have 
been  wanting  on  my  part  to  bring 
it  to  a  fuecefsful  termination,  on 
fuch  conditions  as  may  be  confid¬ 
ent  with  the  fecurity,  honour,  and 
effential  interefls  of  my  dominions. 
In  the  mean  time,  nothing  can  fo 
much  tend  to  forward  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  peace,  as  the  continuance 
of  that  zeal,  exertion,  and  public 
fpirit,  of  which  my  -fubjeds  have 
given  fuch  confpicuous  and  ho¬ 
nourable  proofs,  and  of  which  the 
perfeverance  and  firm  nefs  of  par¬ 
liament  has  afforded  them  fo  ftrik- 
ing  an  example. 


Note 
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Note*  on  the  difmfal  of  Lord 
Malmefbury,  pubUjhed  in  the 
Kedadieur  of  the  24-th  oj  De¬ 
cember  , 179^* 

THE  numerous  and  brilliant  fuc- 
ceffes  of  the  arms  of  the  republic, 
have  not  fliut  the  ears  of  the  French 
to  the  voice  of  humanity.  If  they 
took  up  arms,  it  was  in  their  own 
defence;  if  they  purfued  their  ene¬ 
mies  beyond  their  own  territory,  it 
was  for  the  purpofe  of  forcing  them 
to  conclude  a  peace.  Peace  has 
been  the  conftant  objeH  of  their 
efforts  and  of  their  withes ;  and  it 
was  already  re-eftablifhed  with  moft 
of  the  powers  of  the  coalition  on 
a  happy  and  folid  foundation,  when 
the  Euglifh  envoy  was  faffidiouily 
announced.  There  were  a  thoufand 
grounds  for  diftruffing  the  fincerity 
of  this  ffep,  in  the  Euglifh  govern¬ 
ment.  The  perfidy  of  the  means 
which  it  had  employed  againfl  us; 
the  troubles  in  the  interior  of 
France  which  it  had  excited ;  the 
falfe  afiignats  with  which  it  had 
inundated  the  country ;  La  Vendee 
inflamed  and  fupported  in  a  fiate  of 
infurrection  ;  the  traitors  which  it 
had  hired :  in  fine,  the  generally 
recognized  character  of  its  envoy, 
for  duplicity  and  intrigue,  were  all 
prefumptions  of  its  bad  faith.  But, 
eager  to  grafp  at  the  hope  of  re- 
ftoring  peace  to  Europe,  the  direc¬ 
tory  cheerfully  difmifled  every  fuf- 
picion ;  it  rejoiced  to  think  that  the 
almoft  incredible  fucceffes  of  the 
army  of  Italy,  that  the  trophies  of 
glory  gained  by  the  army  of  the 
Rhine  and  Mofelle  in  its  memorable 
retreat,  had  at  lafi  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  Britifh  cabinet ;  it  was  for- 

*  This  is  the  note  referred  to  in  the 
p.  246  ;  and  whigh  was  omitted  in  the  Stat 


ward  in  confenting  to  difpatch  the 
paffports  demanded  for  the  Englifh 
envoy.  Its  decree  for  this  purpofe 
was  dated  on  the  oth  of  laft  Ven® 
demaire  (G6L  2.)  Lord  Malmef- 
bury  certainly  did  not  feel  the  lame 
eagernefs ;  he  did  not  arrive  in 
Pari®  till  the  2d  Brumaire  follow¬ 
ing,  (October  25.) 

His  find  overtures  feemed  to  in® 
dicate  an  intention  of  rendering  the 
negotiation  almoft  interminable* 
His  powers  were  indefinite ;  he 
might  have  adopted  whatever  form 
of  negotiation  he  thought  proper  ; 
he  might  have  begun  it,  therefore, 
with  that  franknefs  and  good  faith, 
which  in  the  courfe  of  laid  year 
have  enabled  us  to  conclude  fo  many 
treaties.  He  might  have  withheld 
every  pretention  which  was  intuit¬ 
ing  to  the  republic,  or  inadmiflible 
by  its  conffitution,  its  laws,  and  its 
treaties.  Lie  might  have  propofed 
and  difcuffed,  without  lofs  of  time, 
fincere  propofitions,  which  would 
have  been  combated  with  the  fame 
franknefs.  His  conduct  was  quite 
the  reverfe.  He  had  no  power 
from  the  allies  of  England ;  he 
found  no  perfon  at  Paris  charged  to 
ftipulate  for  their  interefis,  which 
placed  him  in  a  fituaticn  to  a£t  only 
in  virtue  of  that  part  of  his  powers, 
which  authorized  him  to  treat  in 
the  name  of  England.  Lie  affe&ed 
a  wifii  to  comprehend  all  the  powers 
in  the  treaty,  and  declared,  in  con- 
fequence,  that  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  fend  couriers  even  to  Ruftia. 
To  have  the  air,  at  the  fame  time, 
of  wifiiing  lo  advance  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  Lord  Malmefbury  propofed  the 
admiffion  of  a  vague  principle  of 
compenfation,  as  the  bafis  of  dif- 
cuffion.  Thefe  procraftinations  did 
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not  put  a  flop  to  the  effufion  of 
human  blood.  The  diredory  la¬ 
mented  the  delay;  it  teftified  its 
concern  in  the  reply ;  neverthelefs, 
as  it  was  fincerely  defirous  of 
peace,  it  accepted  every  meari3 
that  was  propofed  to  expedite  its 
arrival. 

As  to  the  principle  of  compenfa- 
tion,  it  did  not  conteft  it.  This 
principle  was  of  the  eiTence  of  the 
aegotiations  into  which  they  were 
to  enter ;  the  difficulties  arofe  only 
from  the  application  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple ;  it  called  therefore  for  this  ap¬ 
plication  ;  it  afkedofLord  Malmef- 
bury,  what  were  the  objects  of 
reciprocal  eompenfation,  which  he 
meant  to  propofe  ?  This  ftep  was 
too  rapid  for  his  lordfhip's  tafte — 
he  pretended  to  believe  that  the 
directory  difputed  his  principle ; 
his  fubfequent  notes  were  more 
vague  and  complicated  than  his 
former;  he  affected  to  afk  by  a 
note,  whether  the  memorials  tranf- 
mitted  to  him,  contained  an  anfwer 
to  thofe  which  he  had  previoufly 
furnifhed  ?  In  fine,  by  way  of  keep¬ 
ing  up  a  climax  in  this  temporifmg 
fyftem,  Lord  Malmefbury,  though 
he  was  vefted  with  full  powers, 
replied  to  every  word  that  was  faid 
to  him,  That  he  would  refer  it  to  his 
court;  and  each  time  he  difpatehed 
a  courier. 

The  indecency  of  this  game 
could  not  laft  long.  The  note  of 
the  7th  Frimaire,  (Nov.  27th,)  in 
which  the  minifter  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs  was  charged  to  repeat  the 
demand  of  Lord  Malmefbury,  made 
upon  his  own  principle,  to  fpecify 
without  delay,  and  nominatively, 
the  objects  of  reciprocal  compenfa- 
tion,  which  he  meant  to  propofe; 
this  note  made  him  feel  that  it  was 
at  laft  neceifary  that  he  fhould  ex¬ 


plain  himfelf,  and  he  promifed  to 
do  it.  Neverthelefs,  and  ftili  in 
fpite  of  his  full  powers,  he  dif- 
patched  not  only  a  courier,  but 
one  of  the  fecretaries  of  his  le¬ 
gation. 

Twenty  days  more  clap  fed,  and 
as  if  lord  Malmefbury  was.  afraid 
that  any  one  ftep  of  his  proceedings 
fhould  have  the  appearance  of  fin- 
cerity,  the  two  memorials  which 
he  produced  on  the  27th  and 
29th  Frimaire,  were  without  figna- 
tures. 

On  the  report  which  was  made 
to  the  diredory  upon  thefe  me¬ 
morials,  on  the  expofure  of  the 
overtures  of  lord  Malmefbury,  which 
left  no  poffihility  of  difeuffion,  fines 
they  propofed  that  the  government 
fhould  fign  the  difgrace  of  the 
republic,  the  diredory  gave  his 
lordfhip  notice  to  prefen t  his  ulti¬ 
matum  in  twenty-four  hours  and  to 
fign  it.—  His  lordfhip  figned  his  two 
memorials.  A  flight  perufal  of 
their  contents  muff  fill  all  France 
with  that  indignation,  with  which 
the  diredory  muft  have  read  them, 
and  demon ffrate  the  neceffity  there 
was  for  difmiffing  the  man  who 
dared  to  propofe  them.  In  thefe, 
England  at  once  didates  the  refuta¬ 
tion  to  his  majefty  the  emperor  and 
king  of  all  his  eftates,  upon  the 
footing  of  pofieffion  previous  to  the 
war. 

Thus  the  victorious  French,  the 
French  who  have  (bed  their  blood, 
and  fquandered  their  refources  to 
repel  an  unjuft  aggreffion,  were  to 
retire  fhamefully  within  their  ter¬ 
ritories,  as  if  they  had  been  van- 
quifhed.  They  were  to  fupport  the 
weight  and  the  expence  of  the  war, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  main¬ 
tain  in  defence  of  their  liberty! 
Thus,  in  compliance  with  thefe 

demands 


3o4*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


demands  too,  although  by  the  text 
of  the  conftitution  a  treaty  cannot 
fb'pulate  any  alienation  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  republic,  the  diredtory 
was  to  reft  ore  the  ci-devant  Bel¬ 
gium.  They  were  to  fign  with 
their  own  hand  the  inftrument  of 
their  impeachment,  by  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  facial  agreement  which 
they  were  fpecially  deputed  to 
maintain  !  Thus  thofe  nations  who 
are  connected  with  us,  wjio  have 
relied  upon  our  friendihip,  upon 
our  fidelity,  were  to  be  bafely 
abandoned  S 

England  next  imperioufiy  dif- 
folves  the  treaties  we  have  made 
with  the  greater  number  of  the 
princes  of  Germany.  In  her  eyes 
thefe  treaties  are  of  no  value.  It 
was  only  with  his  imperial  ma- 
jefty,  that  France  cobid  have  con¬ 
cluded  them ;  it  is  upon  his  im¬ 
perial  majefiy,  that  the  Englifh 
government  is  defirous  of  ren¬ 
dering  that  peace  dependent,  which 
the  republic  has  granted  to  thofe 
dates  of  Germany,  who  have  de¬ 
tached  themfelves  from  the  coa¬ 
lition. 

The  evacuation  of  Italy  is  next 
propofed  by  England  :  it  would  be 
neceflarv,  therefore,  to  abandon  alfo 
the  ci-devant  Savoy,  and  the  country 
of  Nice;  it  would  be  neceffary  then 
to  exercife  towards  their  inhabi¬ 
tants,  the  fame  perfidy  as  in  the  cafe 
of  the  ancient  Belgians.  And  in 
order  that  the  eonfequences  of  this 
mode  of  condudt  fiiould  call  down 
upon  France  the  hatred  of  thofe 
who  have  feconded  her  arms,  with 
their  good  willies  or  by  their  means, 
in  order  that  this  bafenefs  might 
for  ever  devote  the  republic  to  the 
execration  of  nations,  England  dis¬ 
charges  her  from  the  exercife  of 
the  power  of  interfering  in  the 


internal  affairs  of  thefe  countries? 
and  by  confequence  of  that  of 
warding  off  the  vengeance  which 
they  already  meditate,  againft  thofe 
who  have  fhewn  themfelves  friend¬ 
ly  to  our  caule,  who  by  their 
exertions  have  feconded  the  cou¬ 
rage  of  the  brave  army  of  Italy; 
of  thofe,  in  fine,  who  have  afliiled  in 
preventing  the  maffacre  of  our  bro¬ 
thers  in  arms. 

To  thefe  propofitions,  openly  in¬ 
famous,  fucceed  claufes  which  a 
little  more  carefully  conceal  the  ig¬ 
nominy  with  which  the  Englifh 
government  defire  to  overwhelm  us. 
It  referves  to  the  court  of  St.  Peterf- 
burgh  the  full  and  unlimited  power 
of  joining  in  the  negotiation  when 
it  thinks  proper.  It  v/ould  doubt¬ 
less  have  interfered,  if  we  had  had 
the  bafenefs  to  liiten  to  pretenfions 
fo  odious.  It  would  indeed  have 
interfered  ;  and,  firong  through  the 
weaknefs  which  it  might  reafon- 
ably  have  imputed  to  us,  it  would 
have  required  us  to  fubmit  to  new 
humiliations. 

Portugal  next  figures  in  the  pro¬ 
ject  of  this  lord.  It  referves  to 
Portugal  too  the  power  of  joining  in 
the  negotiation  ;  and  faithful  to  its 
fecret  principle  of  throwing  upon 
the  republic  the  whole  expence  of 
a  war  which  fhe  has  been  compelled 
to  fupport  against  all  Europe  con¬ 
federated  to  lay  walte  and  difmem- 
ber  her  territory,  lord  Malmefbury, 
nevertheless,  not  daring  to  demand 
openly  that  the  French  government 
fiiould  renounce  the  ftipulation  of  a 
furn  of  money  to  be  paid  by  Portu¬ 
gal,  to  reimburfe  the  republic  for 
the  expence  of  the  war,  prepares 
in  his  memorial  the  foundation  of 
that  unjuft  pretension,  and  craftily 
propofes  that,  in  the  treaty  with 
Portugal,  there  lhall  be  no  queftion 
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©fairy  burthenfome  condition,  either 
upon  the  one  fide  or  the  other. 

Not  content  with  the  important 
aggrandizement  which  the  partition 
of  Poland  has  conferred  upon  her 
allies  ;  not  content  with  having  en¬ 
riched  herfelf  on  the  fpoils  of  our 
commerce,  by  a  treaty  perfidioufly 
purchafed  ;  not  coi  tent  with  having 
thus  broken. the  1  alanee  of  Europe, 
the  reftoration  of  v-  hich  ill  *  fo  loudly 
demands,  England,  under  the  pre¬ 
text  of  re-eftablifhr  g  this  very 
halahce,  has  contended  with  the 
Republic  againft  the  validity  of  the 
ceffion  which  has  been  made  bv  his 
catholic  majefty  of  the  Spanifh  part 
of  St  Domingo.  She  demands  a 
compenfation  for  this  object.  With¬ 
out  a  blufh  file  founds  her  ridiculous 
pretenfion  upon  the  20th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  fire 
herfelf,  in  faff,  annulled  by  the 
ceffion  which  (he  caufed  to  be  made 
in  her  favour  in  1763,  of  Florida, 
St.  Auguftin,  and  Penfacola. 

In  fine,  in  a  latter  article,  fludL 
oufly  obfcure  and  methodically  com¬ 
plicated,  lord  Malmefbury  prefen  ts 
certain  bafes  relative  fo  the  rights 
of  individuals  ;  bafes,  the  object  of 
which  does  not  appear  fufceptible  of 
any  application,  unlefs  they  refer  to 
the  emigrants,  and  the  reltitution  of 
their  property,  fold  or  fequeftered. 
And  thefe,  forfooth,  are  proportions 
for  peace  ! 

The  fecond  memorial  of  lord 
Malmefbury  concerns  the  Allies  of 
France  ;  and  this  memorial  is  not 
leis  infulting  than  that  we  have 
mentioned. 

After  having  paffed  curforily  over 
the  interefts  of  Spain,  to  which 
he  fuppoles  no  indemnification  to  be 
due,  he  Ipeaks  of  Holland,  and  on 
this  head  his  pretenfions  are  extra¬ 
vagant  even  to  phrenzy. 

Yol.  XXX IX. 
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According  to  him,  the  French 
Republic  ought  to  barter  the  liberty 
of  Holland— the  Stadtholderate  mull 
be  reftoied — France  mult  facrifice 
their  Republic,  wjth  which  the 
molt  perfect  friendfinip  fubfifts,  to 
a  new  revolution — trampling  under 
foot  the  iiioft  facred  conventions  — 
fhamefullv  violating  the  faith  of 
treaties,  (lie  is  called  upon  to  let 
loofe  upon  the  head  of  this  people, 
all  the  horrors  which  would  arife 
from  the  re-adion  of  the  Orange 
party. 

And  what  was  to  be  tire  price  of 
this  infamy  ?— Would  it  not  be 
imagined  that  England  oilers  upon 
thefe  conditions  the  reftitution  of 
what  treachery  has  enabled  her  to 
plunder  from  Holland  ? — Would  it 
not  be  imagined  that  the  was  to  add 
to  this  offer  that  of  fome  indemni¬ 
fication  to  be  afterwards  arranged  ? 

1  c_> 

— No;  flie  offers  only  the  reftitu¬ 
tion  of  a  part  of  what  (he  does  not 
blufh  to  confider  as  a  conqueif,  and, 
doubtlefs,  by  means  of  the  indeed- 
five  referve  (he  preferves,  (he  was 
afterwards  to  announce  the  preten¬ 
fion  of  retaining  the  Cape  and  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon,  foil  with  a  view  of 
preferving  the  balance  of  Europe, 
which  in  her  underllanding,  confifts 
in  being  herfelf  every  thing,  and  the 
other  nowers  nothing;. 

l  O 

Lord  Malmefbury  propofes^  in  fine, 
that,  if  the  French  do  not  content 
to  tear  Holland  in  pieces  with  their 
own  hands,  they  fhould  give  to  the 
emperor  and  king  every  thing  which 
Holland  has  cedtM  to  France  in  the 
treaty  concluded  between  them. 

Such,  truly,  are  the  conditions  of 
peace  propofed  by  the  noble  lord! 
Without  doubt,  they  mull  be  con- 
fidered  as  war-hoops  by  every  man 
whole  heart  is  not  impenetrable  to 
the  love  of  his  country  ;  by  every 
*  X  maa 
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man  who  refpedts  its  laws,  and  the 
faith  due  to  its  treaties  ;  it  is  fhame 
and  perfidy  which  England  propofes 
to  us ;  it  is  the  violation  of  our  con- 
flitmion  and  good  faith  ;  it  is  the 
fubverfion  of  our  principles,  the  re¬ 
iteration  of  the  emigrants,  the  refuta¬ 
tion  of  their  fortunes,  a  counter-re¬ 
volution,  anarchy,  and  civil  war  ;  it 
is  every  evil,  every  misfortune, 
and  every  crime  united;  with  which 
they  prefent  us  in  pretending  to  afk 
for  peace  !  Perfidious  England,  or 
rather,  crafty  and  nefarious  Englifh 
government  !  you  only  wifhed  for 
money,  and  this  was  the  only  objed: 
of  your  embafly  !  you  wifhed  to 
deceive  the  people  whofe  happinefs 
is  entrufbd  to  you  !  you  wifhed  to 
obtain  from  them  leiburces,  with¬ 
out  which  your  unmeaning  rage 
would  become  impotent!  But,  do 
not  count  upon  the  fucceffes  with 
which  you  flatter  yourfelf;  you  are 
about  to  lavifli  your  new  treafures 
to  no  purpofe ;  you  are  going  only 
to  allure  and  to  hafien  your  ruin  ; 
your  vain  boaft  of  public  credit  will 
come  to  nought  as  foon  as  the  blind- 
nefs  of  the  nation  is  removed ;  French 
courage  will  foon  lefien  your  arro¬ 
gance  ;  the  heroes  who  beat  you  in 
the  fields  of  Hondfcoote,  Jemappe, 
Fleurus,  Werwiek,  Comines,  &c.  ; 
upon  the  frozen  plains  of  Holland, 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Adige,  in 
the  defiles  of  the  Brenta,  of  Trou- 
d’Enfer,  Sec. ; — thefe  heroes  fiill 
exift ;  they  will  force  you  to  reftere 
to  the  world  that  peace  which  hu¬ 
manity  reclaims,  and  which  your 
avarice  and  devouring  ambition 
withhold. 

Friends  of  peace!  take  courage, 
blood  will  not  continue  long  to  flow. 
England  cannot  fieel  the  hearts 
of  all  the  powers  againft  the  cry 
that  humanity  has  raifed.  Auftria, 


Auftria  itfelf  will  foon  open  its  eyes: 
alarmed  at  a  war  to  which  it  fee? 
no  end  ;  exhaufted  by  the  immenfe 
expence  of  a  lengthened  ftruggle  ; 
deprived  of  the  refources  of  thofe 
fiates  now  in  our  pofiefijon;  un¬ 
deceived  refpe&ing  the  Englifh  go¬ 
vernment,  who,  calling  itfelf  her 
ally,  has  preferved  what  was  its 
own,  and  has  left  her  defpoiled  of 
Belgium,  of  a  part  of  Germany,  and 
of  Italy; — prefl'ed  by  her  own  fub- 
jefts,  upon  whom  the  devaluations 
confequent  upon  the  war  chiefly  fall; 
Auftria,  in  fine,  under  the  influence 
of  better  counfels,  menaced  perhaps 
from  another  quarter,  will  feel  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  treating  with  the  Republic, 
and  then  England,  {landing  by  itfelf, 
and  juflly  expofed  to  all  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  French,  it  will  not  be 
able  to  diflemble  its  weaknefs,  and 
will  receive  with  more  gentlenefs 
a  peace  which  it  now  dares  to 
difdain. 


Papers  •which  paffed  in  the  Nego¬ 
tiation  for  Peace  at  Lijlet  between 
Lord  Malmefbury  and  the  French 
Cummijfioners*  Prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  November  3, 
*797- 

(No.  1)-— Official  Note.  —  Lord 
Grenville  to  the  French Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs. 

THE  fignature  of  the  prelimin¬ 
aries  of  a  peace,  the  definitive  con- 
<  clufion  of  which  is  to  put  an  end  to 
the  continental  war,  appears  to 
afford  to  the  two  governments  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  a  natural 
opportunity  and  new  facilities  for 
the  renewal  of  pacific  negotiations 
between  them  :  a  part  of  the  ob- 
ffacles,  which  might  have  retarded 
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tliis  falutary  work,  no  longer  ex¬ 
iting;  and  the  interefts  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  of  being,  after  this  event,  nei¬ 
ther  fo  extenfive  nor  fo  compli¬ 
cated  as  they  were  before. 

The  court  of  London,  always 
defirous  of  employing  fuch  means 
as  are  beft  calculated  to  contribute 
to  this  objed,  fo  interefting  to  the 
happinefs  of  the  two  nations,  is 
unwilling  to  omit  renewing  to  the 
French  government  the  affurance  of 
the  continuance  of  its  difpofition  on 
this  fubjed.  And  the  underfigned 
is  authorized  to  propofe  to  the  mi¬ 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  to  enter, 
without  delay,  and  in  fuch  manner 
as  (hall  be  judged  the  molt  expe¬ 
dient,  upon  the  difcuffion  of  the 
views  and  pretenfions  of  each  party, 
for  the  regulation  of  the  prelimin¬ 
aries  of  a  peace,  which  may  be 
definitively  arranged  at  the  future 
congrefs. 

As  foon  as  the  form  of  this  ne¬ 
gotiation  fhall  have  been  agreed 
upon,  the  Britifli  government  will 
be  ready  to  concur  in  it,  by  taking, 
on  its  part,  fuch  meafures  as  are  the 
moft  proper  for  accelerating  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 

June  1,  1797. 


(No.  2.)— Official  Note.— The  Mi¬ 
nifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord 
Grenville. 

The  underfigned  minifler  for 
foreign  affairs  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  loft  no  time  in  laying  be¬ 
fore  the  executive  diredory  the 
note  which  was  tranfmitted  to  him 
on  the  lit  of  June  (O.  S.)  by  lord 
Grenville,  in  the  name  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty.  He  is  direded  to 
s&nfwer  it. 
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The  executive  diredory  fees 
with  fatisfadion  the  defire  which 
the  cabinet  of  St.  James’s  expreffes 
to  put  an  end,  at  length,  to  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  war.  It  will  receive  with 
eagernefs  the  overtures  and  propo- 
fals  which  fhall  be  made  to  it  by  the 
court  of  England, 

The  executive  diredory  defires, 
notwithftanding,  that  the  negotia¬ 
tions  fliould  be  fet  on  foot  at  once 
for  a  definitive  treaty.  This  pro¬ 
ceeding  appears  to  the  diredory 
preferable  to  a  congrefs,  of  which 
the  refult  muft  be  remote,  and 
which  does  not  correfpond  with  the 
ardent  defire  that  it  has  to  re-eftab- 
lifh,  as  quickly  as  poffible,  peace 
between  the  two  powers. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix, 
Paris ,  16  Prairial,  $th  year 
of  the  French  Republic ,  one 
and  indivifble. 

{June  4,  1797.) 


(No.  3.)  —  Official  Note. —  Lord 
Grenville  to  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

The  court  of  London  has  received, 
with  the  greateft  fatisfadion,  the 
affurances  of  the  difpofttions  of 
the  executive  diredory  to  entertain 
with  eagernefs  the  pacific  overtures 
of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  its 
defire  to  re-eftabliffi,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  peace  between  the  two 
powers. 

Anxious  to  contribute  to  it  in 
every  thing  which  ean  depend  up* 
on  itfelf,  the  Britifli  government 
will  not  delay  to  fend  to  Paris,  or 
to  fuch  other  place,  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent,  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  a 
minifter,  to  treat  and  conclude  with 
the  plenipotentiary,  who  lliall  be 
appointed  by  the  executive  direc¬ 
tory. 

The 


*X2 


The  underfigned  is  directed  to 
defire  to  know  the  with  of  the  di- 
rectory,  as  to  the  place  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation,  in  order  that  a  fpeedy  de¬ 
termination  may  be  taken  here  up¬ 
on  that  fubjed  ;  and  to  requett  the 
miniiter  for  foreign  affairs  to  fend 
him,  without  delay,  the  neceffary 
paffports,  to  enable  the  king’s  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  repair  immediately 
to  his  deftination.  The  quefiion  of 
figning  preliminary  or  definitive  ar¬ 
ticles,  will  neceffarily  depend  upon 
the  progrefs  and  turn  of  the  negoti¬ 
ations,  to  which,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  will  be  brought  the 
moft  frneere  defire  for  the  fpeedy  re- 
eftabliffiment  of  peace. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 

Weftnmijicr ,  June  8,  1797. 


(No,  4.) — Official  Note. — The  Mi- 
nifier  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord 

e> 

Grenville. 


place  of  meeting  for  the  refpective 
plenipotentiaries. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacb.oxx, 
Paris,  23  Prairial ,  5 1 it  year 
of  the  French  Republic . 

{June  ii,  1797.) 


(No.  5.) — Form  of  Paffport. 


Liberty,  Equality.  •  Fraternity,  Union, 


In  the  name  of  the  French 
republic. 

To  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
charged  to  maintain  public  order 
in  the  different  departments  of 
France,  and  to  make  the  Trench 
name  refpeded  abroad. 

Allow  to  pats  freely 

furmfhed  with  full 


powers  of  Ins  Britannic  majefty,  for 
the  purpofe  of  negotiating,  con¬ 
cluding,  and  figning  a  definitive  and 
feparate  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
French  republic,  native  of,  &c.  &c. 


The  executive  diredory  of  the 
French  republic  has  feen  with  fatif- 
fadion,  by  the  official  note  of  lord 
Grenville,  dated  June  8th  (O.  S.) 
that  the  court  of  London  thews  it- 
fblf  difpofed  to  fet  on  foot,  without 
delay,  the  negotiation,  for  which 
it  has  lately  made  an  overture. 
Filled  with  the  fame  eagernefs, 
convinced  that  the  intentions  of  the 
Britiih  government  are  fuch  as  it 
defcribes  them,  the  diredory  has 
directed  the  underfigned,  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs,  to  tranlmit  to 
lord  Grenville  the  neceffary  paff¬ 
ports  for  a  minifter,  furnilhed  with 
full  powers  for  the  purpofe  of  ne¬ 
gotiating  a  definitive  and  feparate 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  French 
republic. 

The  executive  diredory  lias  fixed 
upon  the  commune  of  Lille,  as  the 


going  to  Lifie,  department  of  the 
north,  the  place  appointed  for  the 
negotiation, 

without  giving  or  buffering  any 
hindrance  to  be  given  to  him. 

This  paffport  llrall  be  in  force 
for  decades  only. 

Given  at  Paris  the  23d  Prairial, 
5th  year  of  the  republic,  one 
and  indivifible. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
(Signed)  On.  Delacroix, 

By  the  minifter, 

(Signed)  T.  Giraudet. 


(No.  6.)  —  Official  Note.  —  Lord 
Grenville  to  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

The  underfigned  has  received 
from  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs 

of 
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©f  the  French  republic,  his  official 
note,  with  the  paffport  which  ac¬ 
companied  it. 

The  court  of  London  willingly 
accepts  the  propofal  of  the  French 
government,  with  reipebt  to  the 
place  of  negotiation,  and  contents 
that  Lide  (hall  be  appointed  as  the 
place  of  meeting  for  the  refpechve 
plenipotentiaries  :  it  being  always 
underftood,  that  the  king's  pleni¬ 
potentiary  (hall  have  liberty  to 
difpatch  his  couriers  dire&ly  from 
Lille  to  Dover,  by  way  of  Calais  ; 
and  that  the  Englidi  veffels,  ap¬ 
pointed  for  keeping  up  this  com¬ 
munication,  (hall  be  allowed  freely 
to  go  into,  and  come  out  or,  the 
port  of  Calais,  and  to  pafs  in  per¬ 
fect  fafety  between  that  city  and 
Dover. 

With  refpebt  to  the  paffport,  the 
underfi gned  finds  himfelf  under  the 
neceftity  of  remarking,  that  the 
terms  in  which  this  inftrument 
is  drawn  up,  differ  from  the  ufual 
form,  by  the  particular  defcription, 
which  is  infected  in  them,  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  powers, 
and  of  the  omiffion  of  the  king's 
plenipotentiary. 

This  new  form  appears  liable  to 
produce,  in  many  infiances,  con¬ 
siderable  inconvenience  ;  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  terms  ufed  in  this 

O 

particular  inftance,  it  would  have 
the  difad  vantage  of  not  anfwering 
exactly  to  the  powers  and  the  mil¬ 
lion  of  the  minifter  in  queftion. 

His  full  powers,  drawn  up  in  the 
ufual  form,  will  include  every  cafe; 
and  without  prefcribing  to  him 
any  particular  mode  of  negotiation, 
will  give  him  the  molt  unlimited 
authority  to  conclude  any  articles 
or  treaties,  whether  preliminary  or 
definitive,  as  might  belt  conduce 
to  the  fpeedy  re-eftabliftiment  of 
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peace,  which  is  the  foie  objefil  of 
his  million. 

But  the  court  of  London  does 
not  by  any  means  make  a  point  of 
concluding  a  preliminary  treaty,  and 
would  prefer  only  that  mode,  what¬ 
ever  it  may  be,  which  fhall  be  found 
the  belt  calculated  to  accelerate  the 
conelufion  of  peace. 

The  king’s  plenipotentiary,  then, 
will  be  equally  ready,  and  autho- 
rifed  to  begin  the  negotiation  with¬ 
out  delay,  upon  either  footing;  upon 
the  footing  of  a  preliminary  treaty, 
or,  fhould  fuch  continue  to  be  the 
wifli  of  the  directory,  upon  that  of 
a  definitive  treaty. 

As  to  what  regards  the  queftion 
of  a  feparate  treaty,  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  fettling,  by  a 
treaty  of  this  kind,  whatever  relates 
to  the  refpeclive  interefis  of  France 
and  of  Great  Britain,  as  has  been 
ufually  the  practice  in  fimilar  cafes  : 
but  the  king  cannot  allow  any 
doubt  to  fubfift,  as  to  his  intention 
of  providing  for  what  is  due  to  the 
interefis  of  his  ally,  her  moft  faith¬ 
ful  majefty.  And  in  purfuance  of 
the  fame  principles,  his  majefty 
will  not  refufe  to  enter  into  fuch. 
explanations,  with  refpebt  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  Soain  and  Flolland,  as 
may  appear  neceffary  for  the  re* 
eftablifhment  of  peace. 

After  this  frank  and  precife  ex¬ 
planation,  the  Britifh  government 
is  perfuaded  that  the  directory  will 
not  delay  to  tranfmit  to  them  a 
paffport  for  the  Britifh  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  and  his  fuite,  in  the  ufual  form, 
and  fuch  as  was  lent,  in  the  month 
of  October  laft,  for  the  million  with 
which  lord  Malmefbury  was  then 
charged. 

In  this  expectation,  and  for  the 
fake  of  avoiding  all  delay,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  has  already  made  choice  of 
*  X  3  the 
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the  fame  minifler  to  reprefent  him 
on  this  important  occafion.  And 
the  underfigned  is  charged  to  in¬ 
quire  on  what  day  the  French  pleni¬ 
potentiary  will  be  at  Lifle,  in  order 
that  lord  Malmeffiury  may  arrive 
there  at  the  fame  time. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 
Wejiminjier ,  June  17,  1797. 


(No.  7.) — Official  Note.— -The  Mi- 
nifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to 
Lord  Grenville. 

The  underfigned  minifler  for  fo- 

O' 

reign  affairs  has  laid  before  the 
directory*  immediately  upon  its 
receipt,  the  official  note  addreffed 
to  him  by  lord  Grenville,  dated 
June  17,  1797  (O.  S.)  He  lofes 
no  time  in  replying  to  it,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  orders  which  he  has 
received. 

The  directory,  partaking  molt 
fmcerely  in  the  pacific  fentiments 
which  his  Britannic  majefly  an¬ 
nounces,  and  wifhing  to  bring  the 
negotiation  as  quickly  as  poffible 
to  a  happy  iffue,  perfifls  in  requir¬ 
ing  that  the  refpedive  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  ffiall  begin  immediately  upon 
their  meeting,  to  treat  of  a  detini- 
tive  treaty.  The  diredory  accepts, 
with  fatisfadion,  the  confent  of 
his  Britannic  majefly  upon  this  fub- 
jed,  expreffed  in  the  note  of  lord 
Grenville. 

The  diredory  confents,  that  his 
Britannic  majefly  ffiall  make,  by 
his  plenipotentiary,  fuch  propofals 
or  flipulations  as  he  ffiall  think  pro¬ 
per  for  her  moft  faithful  majefly,  as 
in  return,  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  republic  will  do  for  their  allies, 
his  catholic  majefly  and  the  Bata¬ 
vian  republic. 

The  diredory  confents  that  the 
negotiation  ffiall  be  opened  with 


lord  Malmeffiury.  Another  choie© 
would,  however,  have  appeared  to 
the  diredory  to  augur  more  favour¬ 
ably  for  the  fpeedy  conclufion  of 
peace. 

The  diredory  requires,  that  it 
ffiall  be  eflabliffied  as  a  principle* 
that  each  Engliffi  packet-boat, which 
ffiall  have  brought  over  either  th© 
plenipotentiary  or  a  courier,  ffiall 
return  without  delay,  and  ffiall  not 
be  allowed  to  make  any  flay.  The 
diredory  will  give  orders  that  a 
French  packet-boat  ffiall  be  fur- 
niffied  without  delay,  to  each  of  the 
couriers  whom  the  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Britannic  majefly  ffiall  dii- 
patch.  The  diredory  defires,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  couriers 
ffiould  not  be  fent  too  frequently ; 
the  frequent  fending  of  them  hav¬ 
ing  been  one  of  the  principal  caufes 
of  the  rupture  of  the  former  nego¬ 
tiation. 

After  the  above  explanation,  it 
becomes  unneceffary  to  tranfmit  to 
lord  Grenville  a  new  paffport ;  the 
reflridions  which  he  apprehended 
were  to  be  found  in  that  which 
has  been  addreffed  to  him,  being  en¬ 
tirely  done  away. 

The  French  plenipotentiaries  will 
have  arrived  at  Lifle  by  the  time  at 
which  lord  Malmeffiury  can  himfelf 
be  there. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix, 

Paris,  2  MeJJldor , 

(June  20,  1797.) 


(No.  8.)  —  Official  Note.  —  Lord 
Grenville  to  the  Minifler  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

The  underfigned  has  laid  before 
the  king  the  official  note  of  the 
French  government,  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  23d  of  the  prefent 
month. 
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As  to  the  two  firft  articles  of  this 
note,  both  parties  are  agreed.  On 
this  point,  therefore,  there  is  no¬ 
thing  to  be  added  to  the  expla¬ 
nations  already  given ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  explanations,  lord 
Malmelbury  will,  without  delay, 
proceed  to  Lille  to  enter  into  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  with  the  French  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries,  for  the  completion  of  a 
definitive  treaty ;  the  remark  of 
the  diredory  upon  the  choice  which 
his  majefty  has  thought  fit  to  make 
of  his  plenipotentiary,  being  cer¬ 
tainly  of  a  nature  not  to  require 
any  anfwer. 

The  Britilh  government  agrees 
to  the  arrangement  propofed  for 
the  packet-boats,  provided  that  a 
French  packet-boat  (hall  be  fur- 
nilhed  regularly,  and  without  the 
leaft  delay,  for  each  courier  which 
the  Britilh  plenipotentiary  lhall  find 
it  neceffary  to  difpatch  :  the  exer- 
cife  of  his  inconteftable  right  in 
this  refped  being  to  be  governed 
by  his  own  difcretion  only,  with 
a  view  to  bringing  the  negotiation 
with  which  he  is  charged  to  a 
fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  end. 

With  regard  to  the  rupture  of 
the  laft  negotiation,  the  circum- 
ftances  and  the  motives  of  it  are 
known  to  all  Europe ;  and  it  is  not 
at  the  moment  of  entering  into  a 
new  pacific  difcuffion,  that  the 
Britilh  government  conceives  it  can 
be  of  any  ufe  to  recall  them  to  re¬ 
collection. 

Lord  Malmelbury  will  fet  out 
from  London  on  the  30th  of  this 
month,  to  proceed  to  Calais ;  from 
whence  he  will  arrange  his  depar¬ 
ture, according  to  the  notification  he 
may  receive  of  the  day  on  which  the 
French  miniftermay  reach  Lille. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 
Wefimivjler^  June  26,  1797, 
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(No.  9.)— Official  Note. — The  MU 
nifier  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord 
Grenville. 

The  underfigned  minifter  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  loft  no  time  in  laying 
before  the  executive  directory  the 
official  note  addreffed  to  him  by 
lord  Grenville,  dated  the  26th  June 
(O.  S.),  8th  of  the  prefen t  month 
Meffidor. 

Iri  anfwer  to  this  note,  he  has 
the  honour  to  declare  to  lord 
Grenville,  that  the  plenipotentiaries 
charged  by  the  directory  with  the 
negotiation  are  already  affembled  at 
Lille,  and  that  the  conferences  may 
be  fet  on  foot  as  foon  as  the  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty  lhall  have  arrived  there.  Pro- 
vifion  has  been  made,  that  there 
lhall  never  be  a  want  of  packet- 
boats  for  the  couriers  which  he  lhall 
think  proper  to  fend  to  London. 

The  underfigned  at  the  fame  time 
apprizes  lord  Grenville,  that  a  copy 
of  this  note  will  be  delivered  to 
lord  Malmelbury  on  his  arrival  at 
Calais,  in  order  that  there  may  be 
nothing  to  hinder  his  immediate  de¬ 
parture  for  Lille. 

(Signed)  Ch,  Delacroix. 
Paris,  1 1  th  Mejjidor ,  5 th  year* 
(June  29,  1797.) 


(No.  10,) — Extract  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmelbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lille,  July  69 
Thurfday,  8  P.  M.  1797. 

My  lord, 

Having  had  this  morning  my  firft 
conference  with  the  French  pleni¬ 
potentiaries,  and  having  mutually 
exchanged  our  full  powers,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  difpatch  a  ineffenger8 
in  order  that  his  majefty  may  have 
the  earlieft  information  of  this 
*  X  4  circuiaftance* 
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circumftance.  My  difpatch,  how¬ 
ever,  muff  be  confined  to  this  alone, 
as  nothing  whatever  has  yet  paffed 
relative  to  the  negotiation  itfelf. 


(No.  11.) — Copy  of  the  full  Powers 

of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

> 

Equality.  Liberty. 

Extract  from  the  Regifters  of  the 

Deliberations  of  the  Executive 

Directory. 

Paris,  the  30th  Prairial,  5th 
year  of  the  French  republic, 
one  and  indivifible. 

The  executive  directory,  after 
having  heard  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  decrees  as 
follows : 

The  citizens  Le  Tourneur,  here¬ 
tofore  member  of  the  executive 
diredorv,  Pleville  le  Pelley,  and 
Maret,  are  authorized  to  negotiate 
with  the  minifter  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Britannic  majefiyq  the  treaty 
of  peace  to  be  concluded  between 
the  French  republic  and  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  The  directory  gives  them  the 
necelTary  full  powers  for  agreeing 
upon  and  figning  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  to  be  made.  They  fhall 
conform  themfelves  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  which  have  been,  or  fhall  be 
given,  to  them  by  the  executive  di- 
redory,  to  whom  they  dial]  render 
an  account  of  the  progrefs  and  the 
ifiue  of  the  negotiations. 

They  are  equally  authorized,  and 
under  the  fame  conditions,  to  Po¬ 
pulate  for  the  allies  of  the  republic, 
his  catholic  majefty  and  the  Bata¬ 
vian  republic. 

The  citizen  Colchen,  appointed 
fecretary  general  to  the  French  le¬ 
gation,  is  authorized  to  affift  at  the 
conferences,  to  afford  the  informa¬ 
tion  which  flialibe  required  of  him, 


and  to  take  a  note  of  what  fiiall  be 
agreed  upon  and  fettled. 

The  prefent  decree  fhall  not  be 
printed  for  the  prefent 

A  true  copy. 

The  prefident  of  the  executive 
diredory, 

Carnot. 

By  the  executive  diredory,  the 
fecretary  general, 

La  GARDE. 


(No.  12.) — Extrads  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lille,  July  11, 
17  97- 

I  had  the  honour  in  my  laft,  by 
Brooks,  of  the  6th  inftant,  to  in¬ 
form  your  lordllfip  of  my  arrival 
here,  of  the  manner  in  which  I  had 
been  received,  and  of  my  having, 
in  the  ufual  form,  exchanged  my 
full  powers  with  the  French  pleni¬ 
potentiaries. 

On  Friday  the  7th,  at  noon,  we 
held  our  lecond  conference. 

1  opened  this  fecond  conference 
with  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
by  faying,  that  I  myfelf  had  no  ob- 
fervations  to  make  on  their  full 
powers,  which  appeared  to  be  con¬ 
formable  to  thofe  ufuallyr  given  by 
the  diredory  to  their  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries,  and  of  courfe  muff  be  con- 
fidered  as  fufficient  for  the  purpofes 
expreffed  in  them  :  that  I,  however, 
had  tranfmitted  them  byamefienger 
to  my  court,  and  referved  to  myfelf 
the  right  of  communicating  any  ob- 
jedions  or  remarks  which  I  might 
receive  by  the  return  of  my  mef- 
fenger  relative  to  them. 

M.  Le  Tourneur,  to  whom,  as 
prefident  of  the  commifilon,  1  ad- 
dreffed  myfelf,  replied,  that  they 
had  taken  precifely  the  fame  fteps 
as  mvfelf ;  that  they  confidered  the 

fall 


full  powers  I  had  given  in,  as  in  due 
form  and  fufficietit ;  but  that  they 
alfo  referved  to  themfelves  the  fame 
right,  in  regard  to  initnidlions  they 
might  receive  from  the  directory  on 
this  fubje<5t,  as  I  had  claimed  in  re¬ 
gard  to  my  court. 

To  this,  of  courfe,  T  affented. 

On  Saturday  the  8th  infbant,  J 
gave  in  the  projet  precifely  as  I  had 
received  it  from  your  lordfhip ;  a 
copy  of  which  (A),  as  it  is  trans¬ 
lated  into  French,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  inclofe. 

One  of  the  French  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  propofed,  that  feme  time 
fhould  be  given  them  to  take  the 
propofals  I  had  made  into  confide- 
ration,  and  begged  of  me,  merely 
for  the  fake  of  accuracy,  and  to 
help  their  memory,  that  I  would  be 
good  enough  either  to  let  M.  Col- 
chen  put  down  on  paper,  or  myfelf 
fend  them  a  note  containing  the 
words  with  which  1  wifhed  the  ar¬ 
ticles  left  in  blank  to  be  filled  up. 
I  readily  acquiefced  in  the  latter 
mode,  and  immediately  on  my  re¬ 
turn  fent  them  the  inclofed  note 

(B.) 

On  Sunday  evening  l  received  the 
inclofed  note  (C),  from  the  French 
plenipotentiaries,  and  in  confequence 
of  it  went  to  the  propofed  confer¬ 
ence  yefterday. 

One  of  the  French  plenipotenti¬ 
aries  informed  me,  on  the  fubject  of 
the  projet  I  had  given  them,  and  the 
note  with  which  I  had  accompanied 
it,  that  as  thefe  papers  contain  many 
points  on  which  their  inl'trud'ions 
did  not  enable  them  to  anfwer,  they 
had,  after  having  given  them  a 
very  ferious  attention,  fent  them, 
with  fuch  obfervations  as  they  had 
thought  it  their  duty  to  make  on 
them,  to  the  diredory,  and  that  the 
moment  they  received  an  anfwer, 


they  would  communicate  it  to  me* 
But  that  in  the  mean  while,  not  to 
delay  the  progrefs  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  they  wifhed  that  feveral  points 
which  he  termed  infulated,  but 
which,  though  not  referred  to  in 
our  projet,,  were,  he  laid,  infeparably 
connected  with  the  general  fubject 
of  peace/  might  be  difcuffed  and 
got  rid  of  now,  if  1  had  no  objedion, 
and  that  it  was  with  this  view  they 

had  requefied  me  to  meet  them. _ - 

On  my  not  expreffing  any  difappro- 
bation  to  this  mode  of  proceeding, 
one  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
began,  by  faying,  that  in  the 
preamble  of  the  treaty  the  title  of 
king  of  France  was  ufed  ;  that  this 
title  they  contended  could  no  longer 
be  in  lifted  on,  the  abolition  of  it 
was  in  a  manner  effential  to  the  full 
acknowledgment  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  and  that  as  it  was  merely 
titular,  as  iar  as  related  to  bis  ma- 
jefty,  but  quite  otherwife  in  the 
fenfe  in  which  it  applied  to  them, 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  confidered 
as  an  important  conceffion. 

I  informed  him,  that  on  all  former 
occaiions  a  feparate  article  had  been 
agreed  to,  which  appeared  to  me  to 
anfwer  every  purpofe  they  required, 
and  which  it  was  my  intention,  as 
the  treaty  advanced,  to  have  pro¬ 
pofed,  as  proper  to  make  part  of 
this.  The  article  (the  firft  of  the 
feparate  ones  in  the  treaty  of  1783) 
was  then  read  ;  but  they  objected 
to  it,  as  not  fully  meeting  their 
views,  it  was  to  the  title  itfelf,  as 
well  as  to  any  right  which  might  be 
fuppofed  to  arife  from  it,  that  they 
objected.  I  could  fcarcely  allow 
myfelf  to  treat  this  mode  of  reafon- 
ing  ferioufly.  I  endeavoured  to 
make  them  feel  that  it  was  cavilling 
for  a  mere  word  ;  that  it  was  creat¬ 
ing  difficulties,  where  none  exifted  ; 

and 
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and  that  if  all  the  French  monarch3 
in  the  com  fe  of  three  centuries  had 
allowed  this  to  ftand  in  the  pream¬ 
ble  of  all  treaties  and  tranfadions 
between  the  two  countries,  1  could 
not  conceive,  after  its  having  been 
tiled  for  fo  long  a  period,  without 
any  claim  or  pretenfion  being  fet 
forth  in  confequenee  of  it,  how  it 
could  now  affedt  either  the  dignity, 
iecurity,  or  importance  of  the  re¬ 
public — that  in  fad  fuch  titles  have 
ever  been  confidered  as  indefeafible, 
and  as  memorials  and  records  of 
former  greatnefs,  and  not  as  pre¬ 
tentions  to  prefent  power — and  I 
quoted  the  titles  of  the  kings  of 
Sardinia  and  Naples,  &c.  as  ex¬ 
amples  exadiy  in  point.  I  argued, 
however,  in  vain.  They  treated  it 
very  gi  avely,  and  made  fo  ftrong  a 
Hand  upon  it,  that  I  could  not  avoid 
taking  it  for  reference,  which  I 
thought  it  better  to  do,  than,  feeling 
as  I  did  at  the  moment,  to  pulh  the 
converfation  farther. 

The  fecond  infulated  point  was 
a  very  material  one  indeed,  and 
which,  although  it  had  been  ad¬ 
verted  to  as  a  propofai  that  might 
poffibly  be  brought  forward,  I  con- 
fefs  came  upon  me  unexpededly.-— - 
It  was  to  alk  either  a  reftitution  of 
the  fliips  taken  and  deftroyed  at 
Toulon,  or  an  equivalent  for  them. 
They  grounded  this  claim  on  the 
preliminary  declaration  made  by 
lord  Hood  on  his  taking  pofiefiion 
of  Toulon ;  and  on  the  eighth  article 
of  the  declaration  of  the  committee 
of  the  fedions  to  him.  They  faid, 
peace  they  hoped  was  about  to  be 
re-eftablilhed ;  that  his  majelly,  in 
acknowledging  the  republic,  ad¬ 
mitted  that  a  fovereignty  exifted  in 
the  French  government ;  and  of 
eourfe  that  the  (hips,  held  only  as  a 
depofit  by  England  till  this  legal 
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authority  was  admitted,  ought  now 
to  be  reftored.  I  replied,  that  this 
claim  was  fo  perfectly  unlooked  for, 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  have 
been  provided  for  it  in  my  inftruc- 
tions,  and  that  I  could  therefore 
only  convey  my  own  private  fenti- 
ments  on  it,  which  were,  that  they 
could  not  have  devifed  a  ftep  more 
likely  to  defeat  the  great  end  of  our 
million.  One  of  the  French  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  faid,  that  he  fincerely 
hoped  not ;  that  without  a  refu¬ 
tation  of  the  Ihips  an  equivalent 
might  be  found  to  effect  the  purpofe 
defired,  fince  their  great  object  was, 
that  l'omething  Ihould  appear  to 
prove  that  this  juft  demand  had  not 
been  overlooked  by  them,  and  wag 
not  left  unfatisfied  by  us.  I  told 
him  fairly,  1  did  not  fee  where  thi» 
equivalent  was  to  be  found,  or  how 
it  could  be  appreciated ;  and  that 
confidering  the  great  advantages 
France  had  already  obtained  by  the 
war,  and  thofe  Ihe  was  likely  to 
obtain  from  the  ad  of  condefcen- 
fion  I  had  already  intimated  his 
majefty  was  difpofed  to  make,  in 
order  to  reftore  peace,  I  was  much 
furprifed,  and  deeply  concerned  at 
what  I  heard.  I  trufted,  therefore, 
that  this  very  inadmifiible  propolal 
would  be  withdrawn.  They  faid 
it  was  not  in  their  power;  and  one 
of  them,  from  a  written  paper  be¬ 
fore  him,  which  he  faid  were  his 
inftrudions,  read  to  me  words  to  the 
effed  I  have  already  ftated. 

The  third  queftion  was  as  to  any 
mortgage  we  might  have  upon  the 
Low  Countries,  in  confequenee  of 
money  lent  to  the  emperor  by  Great 
Britain. — They  wilhed  to  know  if 
any  fuch  exifted,  fince,  as  they  had 
taken  the  Low  Countries  charged 
with  all  their  incumbrances,  they 
were  to  declare,  that  they  Ihould  not 

confider 
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confider  themfelves  bound  to  an- 
fvver  any  mortgage  given  for  money 
lent  to  the  emperor,  for  the  purpofe 
©f  carrying  on  war  againft  them. 

I  told  them,  that  without  replying 
to  this  queftion,  fuppofing  the  cafe 
to  exitt,  the  exception  they  required 
Ihould  have  been  ftated  in  their 
treaty  with  the  emperor,  and  could 
not  at  all  be  mixed  up  in  ours  ;  that 
if  they  had  taken  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries  as  they  ftood  charged  with  all 
their  incumbrances,  there  could  be, 
no  doubt  what  thefe  words  meant, 
and  that  if  no  exception  was  hated 
in  the  firlt  inftance,  none  could  be 
made  with  a  retro-aCtive  effect. 

The  French  plenipotentiaries, 
however,  were  as  tenacious  on  this 
point  as  on  the  other  two ;  and  as  I 
found  to  every  argument  I  ufed, 
that  they  conftantly  oppofed  their 
inftruCtions,  I  had  nothing  to  do, 
but  to  defire  that  they  would  give 
me  a  written  paper  hating  their 
three  claims,  in  order  that  I  might 
immediately  tranfmit  it  to  your 
lordfhip ;  and  on  this  being  pro- 
mifed,  our  conference  broke  up. 

Between  four  and  five  p.  m.  yef- 
terday,  I  received  the  inciofed  note 
(D),  and  I  have  loh  no  time  fince 
it  is  in  my  pofieffion  in  preparing 
to  fend  away  a  mehehger,  as,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  difagreeable  fuhjeCts 
brought  forward  in  this  lah  confer- 
ence,  and  which  it  is  material  hiould 
be  communicated  without  delay,  I 
am  anxious  his  majefty  Ihould  be 
informed  of  what  has  pafi'ed  in  ge¬ 
neral  up  to  this  day,  as  it  may  per¬ 
haps  furnilh  fome  ideas  as  to  the 
poffible  event  of  the  negotiation. 


(No.  13.  A.) — Projet  delivered  by 
Lord  Malmeftmry  to  the  French 


Plenipotentiaries,  in  their  Con¬ 
ference,  July  8th,  1797. 

Projet  of  a  Treaty  of  a  Peace* 

Be  it  known  to  all  thofe  whom 
it  (hall  or  may  in  any  manner  con¬ 
cern  :  The  moft  ferene  and  moll 
potent  prince  George  the  Third,  by 
the  grace  of  God  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  duke 
of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburgh, 
arch-treafurer  and  elector  of  the 
holy  Roman  empire,  and  the  exe¬ 
cutive  directory  of  the  French  re- 
public,  being  equally  defirous  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  which  has 
for  fome  time  pa  ft  fub  lifted  between 
the  dominions  of  the  two  parties, 
have  named  and  conftituted  for 
their  plenipotentiaries,  charged  with 
the  concluding  and  figning  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace;  viz.  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  the  lord  ba¬ 
ron  of  Malmefbury,  a  peer  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  knight 
of  the  molt  honourable  order  of  the 
Bath,  privy  councillor  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty,  and  the  executive 
directory  of  the  French  republic, 

who* 

after  having  exchanged  their  ref* 
pedive  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles: 

I.  As  foon  as  this  treaty  fiiall  he 
fignfcd  and  ratified,  there  fiiall  be  an 
univerfal  peace  as  well  by  fea  as  by 
land,  and  a  fincere  and  conftant 
friendlhip  between  the  two  contract¬ 
ing  parties,  and  their  dominions, 
and  territories,  and  people,  with¬ 
out  exception  of  either  places  or 
perfons;  fo  that  the  high  contract¬ 
ing  parties  fiiall  give  the  greatefi;  at¬ 
tention  to  the  maintaining  between 
themfelves  and  their  laid  domi¬ 
nions,  territories,  and  people,  this 
reciprocal  friendlhip  and  inter- 
couiie,  without  permitting  here¬ 
after 
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after,  on  either  part,  any  kind  of 
hoftilities  to  be  committed,  either 
by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any  caufe, 
or  under  any  pretence  whatfoever. 
There  fhall  be  a  general  oblivion 
and  amnefty  of  every  thing  which 
may  have  been  done  or  committed 
by  either  party  towards  the  other, 
before  or  fmce  the  commencement 
of  the  war;  and  they  (hall  carefully 
avoid  for  the  future,  every  thing 
which  might  prejudice  the  union 
happily  re  eftablifhed. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty, 
orders  fhall  be  lent  to  the  armies 
and  fquadrons  of  both  parties,  to 
Hop  all  hoftilities;  and  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  this  article,  fea-paffes  fliall 
be  given  on  each  fide  to  the  f hips 
dif patched  to  carry  the  news  of 
peace  to  the  poffeffions  of  the  two 
parties. 

I I.  The  treaties  of  peace  of  Ni- 
meguen  of  1678  and  16795  of  Ryf- 
wick  of  1697,  and  of  Utrecht  of 
1713;  that  of  Baden  of  3714;  that 
of  the  triple  alliance  of  the  Hague 
of  1717;  that  of  the  quadruple  alli¬ 
ance  of  London  of  1718  ;  the  treaty 
of  peace  of  Vienna  of  1736;  the 
definitive  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle 
of  1748;  the  definitive  treaty  of 
Paris  of  1763;  and  that  of  Ver- 
failles  of  1783,  ferve  as  a  bafts  and 
foundation  to  the  peace,  and  to  the 
prefent  treaty.  And  for  this  pur- 
pole  they  are  all  renewed  and  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  beft  form,  fo  that  they 
are  to  be  exactly  obferved  for  the 
future  in  their  full  tenour,  and  reli- 
gioufiy  executed  by  both  parties,  in 
all  the  points  which  fliall  not  be 
derogated  from  by  the  prefent  treaty 
of  peace. 

III.  All  the  prifoners  taken  on 
either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as  by 
fea,  and  the  hoftages  carried  away 


or  given  during  the  war,  fhall 
reftored,  without  ranfom,  in  fix 
weeks  at  lateft,  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  trea¬ 
ty. — Each  party  refpectively  dif- 
charging  the  advances  which  fhall 
have  been  made  for  the  fubfiftence 
and  maintenance  of  their  pnloners, 
in  the  country  where  they  fhall  have 
been  detained,  according  to  the  re¬ 
ceipts,  attefted  accounts,  and  other 
authentic  vouchers,  which  fhall  be 
furnilhed  on  each  fide;  and  fecurity 
fliall  be  reciprocally  given  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  which  the 
prifoners  may  have  contracted  in 
the  countries  where  they  may  have 
been  detained,  until  their  entire  re- 
leafe. 

IV.  With  refpect  to  the  rights  of 
fifhery  on  the  coafts  of  the  ill  and  of 
Newfoundland,  and  of  the  iflands 
adjacent,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  St* 
Lawrence,  the  two  parties  fhall  re¬ 
turn  to  the  fame  fituation  in  which 
they  ftood  refpeCtively,  according  to 
the  treaties  and  engagements  lub- 
lifting  at  the  period  of  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war.  And  with 
this  view,  his  majefty.  contents  to 
reftore  to  France,  in  full  right,  the 
iflands  of  Saint  Pierre  and  Mique¬ 
lon. 

V.  The  fame  principle  of  the 
ftate  of  poffelfion  before  the  war, 
is  adopted  by  mutual  confent,  with 
refpeCt  to  all  other  poffeffions  and 
rights  on  both  tides,  in  every  part 
of  the  world;  fave  only  the  excep¬ 
tions  which  are  ftipulated  by  the 
fubfequent  articles  of  this  treaty. 
And,  to  this  intent,  all  poffeffions 
or  territories  which  have  or  may 
have  been  conquered  by  one  of  the 
parties  from  the  other  (and  not  fpe- 
cialiy  excepted  in  this  treaty),  fhall 
be  reftored  to  the  party  to  whom 

they 
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they  belonged  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prelent  war. 

VI.  From  this  principle  of  mu¬ 
tual  refutation,  the  two  parties  have 
agreed  to  except 

which 

fir  all  remain  to  his  "Britannic  ma- 
jefty  in  full  fovereignty. 

VII.  In  all  the  cafes  of  reftitu- 
tion  provided  by  the  prefen t  treaty, 
the  for  (  relies  fhall  he  reftored  in  the 
fame  condition  in  which  they  now 
are,  and  no  injury  fhall  be  done  to 
any  works  that  have  been  conltruCt- 
ed  three  the  conqueft  of  them. 

VIII.  It  is  aifo  agreed,  that  in 

o  J 

every  cafe  of  reltitution  or  ceflion 
provided  by  any  of  the  articles  of 
this  treaty,  the  term  of  three  years 
from  the  date  of  the  notification  of 
the  treaty,  in  the  refpe&ive  territory 
or  place  reftored  or  ceded,  lhall  be 
allowed  to  perfons  of  whatever  de- 
feription,  re li ding  or  being  in  the 
faid  territory  or  place,  poffeifed  of 
property  therein-  under  any  title 
exifting  before  the  war,  or  which 
has  fmee  devolved  to  them  by  the 
laws  then  exifting;  during  which 
term  of  three  years  they  lhall  re¬ 
main  and  refide  unmoleited  in  the 
exercife  of  their  religion,  and  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  poffeffions 
and  effects,  upon  the  conditions  and 
titles  under  which  they  fo  acquired 
the  fame,  without  being  liable  in 
any  manner,  or  under  any  pretence, 
to  be  profecuted  or  fued  for  their 
pad  conduit,  except  as  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  juft  debts  to  individuals  ; 
and  that  all  thole  who,  within  the 
time  of  months  after 

the  notification  of  this  treaty,  lhall 
declare  to  the  government,  then 
eltablilhed,  their  intention  to  with¬ 
draw  themfelves,  or  their  e  fie  its, 
and  to  remove  to  fome  other  place, 
fhall  have  and  obtain  within  one 


month  after  fuch  declaration,  full 
liberty  to  depart  and  to  remove  their 
effeils,  or  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  the 
fame,  whether  moveable  or  im¬ 
moveable,  at  any  time  within  the 
laid  period  of  three  years,  without 
any  reftraint  or  hindrance,  except 
on  account  of  debts  at  any  time 
contracted,  or  of  any  criminal  pro- 
fecution  for  ails  done  fublequent  to 
the  notification  of  this  treaty. 

IX.  As  it  is  necelfary  to  appoint 
a  certain  period  for  the  refutations 
herein-before  ftipulated,  it  is  agreed, 
that  the  fame  lhall  take  place  in 
Europe  within  (one  month),  in 
Africa  and  America  within  (three 
months),  and  in  Alia  within  (fix; 
months),  after  the  ratification  of 
the  prelent  treaty. 

X.  For  preventing  the  revival 
of  the  lawfuits  which  have  been 
ended  in  the  territories  to  be  re¬ 
ftored  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  it  is 
agreed,  that  the  judgments  in  pri¬ 
vate  caufes  pronounced  in  the  la  ft 
refort,  and  which  have  acquired 
the  force  of  matters  determined, 
lhall  be  confirmed  and  executed  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  form  and  tenour. 

XI.  The  decifion  of  the  prizes, 
and  feizures  of  iliips  and  their  car¬ 
goes,  taken  at  lea  or  feized  in  the 
ports  of  either  country,  prior  to 
the  hofiilities,  lhall  be  referred  to 
the  refpective  courts  of  j  u  ft  ice;  fo 
that  the  legality  of  the  laid  prizes 
and  ieizuras,  lhall  be  decided  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  law  of  nations,  and 
to  treaties,  in  the  courts  of  jullice 
ol  the  nation  which  lhall  have  made: 
the  capture,  or  ordered  the  feizures. 
And  in  order  to  prevent  all  caufes 
of  complaint  and  difpute,  which 
may  arile  on  account  of  prizes 
which  may  be  made  at  fea  after  the 
figning  of  this  treaty,  it  is  reci¬ 
procally  agreed,  that  the  veflelsand 

effects. 


/ 
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efte&s,  which  may  be  taken  in  the 
Britifh  channel  and  in  the  North 
feas,  after  the  fpace  of  twelve  days, 
to  be  computed  from  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty, 
fhali  be  reftored  on  each  fide :  that 
the  term  Iball  be  one  month  from 
the  Britifh  channel  and  the  North 
feas,  as  far  as  the  Canary  iflands, 
inelufively,  whether  in  the  ocean, 
or  in  the  Mediterranean :  two 
months  from  the  laid  Canary  iflands 
as  far  as  the  equinoctial  line  or 
equator:  three  months  from  the 
equator  to  any  part  of  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  the  eaftward  of  Cape  Horn  : 
and,  laftly,  five  months  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  world,  without  any 
exception,  or  any  more  particular 
defcription  of  time  or  place. 

XII.  The  allies  of  the  two  par¬ 
ties,  that  is  to  fay,  her  moft  faith¬ 
ful  majefty,  as  ally  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  and  his  Catholic  majefty, 
and  the  Batavian  republic,  as  allies 
of  the  French  republic,  lball  be  in¬ 
vited  by  the  two  contracting  par¬ 
ties  to  accede  to  this  peace,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  fpecified  in 
the  three  following  articles ;  the 
execution  of  which  the  laid  two 
contracting  parties  reciprocally  gua¬ 
rantee  to  each  other,  being  thereto 
refpe&ively  authorized  by  their 
above-mentioned  allies :  and  the 
two  contracting  parties  further 
agree,  that  if  their  allies  refpec- 
tively  fhali  not  have  fo  acceded, 
within  the  fpace  of  two  months 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  of  this  treaty,  the  party  fo 
refuting  to  accede,  fhali  not  receive 
from  its  ally  any  aid  or  fuccour  of 
any  nature  during  the  further  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war. 

XIII.  His  Britannic  majefty 
engages  to  conclude  a  definitive 


peace  with  his  catholic  majefty,  on 
the  footing  of  the  ftate  of  poffef- 
fion  before  the  war,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of 

which  (hall  remain  in  full  fove- 
reignty  to  his  Britannic  majefty. 

XIV.  His  Britannic  majefty  in 
like  manner  engages  to  conclude  a 
definitive  peace  with  the  Batavian 
republic,  on  the  fame  footing  of  the 
ftate  of  pofieffion  before  the  war, 
with  the  exception  of 

which  fhali 

remain  to  his  Britannic  majefty  in 
full  fovereignty,  and  of 

which  fhali  be 
ceded  to  his  majefty  in  exchange 
for 

In  confederation  of-  thefe  reftitu- 
tions,  to  be  hereby  made  by  his 
Britannic  majefty,  all  property  be- 
longing  to  the  prince  of  Orange, 
in  the  month  of  December,  1794, 
and  which  has  been  feized  and 
confifcated  fince  that  period,  fhali 
be  reftored  to  him,  or  a  full  equi¬ 
valent  in  money  given  him  for  the 
fame.  And  the  French  republic 
further  engages  to  procure  for  him, 
at  the  general  peace,  an  adequate 
compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  his 
offices  and  dignities  in  the  United 
Provinces;  and  the  perfons  who 
have  been  imprifoned  or  banifhed, 
or  whole  property  has  been  fequef- 
tered  or  confifcated  in  the  faid  re¬ 
public,  on  account  of  their  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  interefts  of  the 
Houfe  of  Orange,  or  to  the  former 
government  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  fhali  be  releafed,  and  fhali 
be  at  liberty  to  return  to  their 
country,  and  to  refide  therein,  and 
to  enjoy  their  property  there,  con¬ 
forming  themfelves  to  the  laws  and 
conftitution  there  eftablilhed. 

XV.  The  French  republic  en¬ 
gages  to  conclude  a  definitive  peace 
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vith  her  moft  faithful  majefty,  on 
the  fame  footing  of  the  Hate  of 
poffeflion  before  the  war,  and  with¬ 
out  any  further  demand  or  burden- 
fome  condition  being  made  on 
either  fide. 

XVI.  All  the  ftipulations  con¬ 
tained  in  this  treaty,  refpeding  the 
time  and  manner  of  making  the 
reftitutions  therein  mentioned,  and 
all  the  privileges  thereby  referved 
to  the  inhabitants  or  proprietors  in 
the  iflands  or  territories  reftored 
or  ceded,  fhall  apply  in  like  man¬ 
ner  to  the  reftitutions  to  be  made 
by  virtue  of  any  of  the  three  laft 
articles,  wiz.  the  XHIth,  XIVth, 
and  X  Vth,  except  in  thofe  inftances 
where  the  fame  may  be  derogated 
from  by  the  mutual  confent  of  the 
parties  concerned. 

XVH.  All  former  treaties  of 
peace  between  the  refpedive  par¬ 
ties,  to  whom  the  faid  three  arti¬ 
cles  relate,  and  which  fubfifted  and 
were  in  force  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoftilities  between  them 
refpedively,  fhall  be  renewed,  ex¬ 
cept  in  fuch  inftances  only  where 
the  fame  may  be  derogated  from  by 
mutual  confent;  and  the  articles 
of  this  treaty  for  the  reftoration  of 
prifoners,  the  ceftation  of  hoftili¬ 
ties,  and  the  decifion  relative  to 
prizes  and  feizures,  fliall  equally 
apply  to  the  refpedive  parties  to 
whom  the  faid  three  articles  relate, 
and  (hall  be  held  to  be  in  full  force 
between  them,  as  foon  as  they  fhall 
refpedively  and  in  due  form,  have 
acceded  to  this  treaty. 

XVIII.  All  feqqeftrations  im- 
pofed  by  any  of  the  parties  named 
in  this  treaty,  on  the  rights,  pro¬ 
perties,  or  debts  of  individuals  be¬ 
longing  to  any  other  of  the  faid 
parties,  fliall  be  taken  off,  and  the 
property,  of  whatever  kind,  (hall  be 
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reftored  in  the  fulled:  manner  to  the 
lawful  owner,  or  juft  compenfa- 
tion  be  made  for  it:  and  all  com¬ 
plaints  of  injury  done  to  private 
property,  contrary  to  the  ufual 
pradice  and  rules  of  war,  and  all 
claims  of  private  rights  or  property 
which  belonged  to  individuals,  at 
the  periods  of  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities  refpedively,  between 
the  faid  parties,  viz.  Great  Britain 
and  Portugal  on  one  fide,  and 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  on 
the  other;  and  which  ought,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ufual  pradice  and 
laws  of  nations,  to  revive  at  the 
period  of  peace,  fhall  be  received, 
heard,  and  decided,  in  the  refpec- 
tive  courts  of  juftice  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  parties;  and  full  juftice  therein 
fliall  be  done  by  each  of  the  faid 
parties  to  the  fubjeds  and  people 
of  the  other,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  to  their  own  fubjeds  or 
people. 

And  if  any  complaint  fhould 
arife  refpeding  the  execution  of 
this  article,  which  complaint  fhall 
not  be  fettled  by  mutual  agreement 
between  the  refpedive  govern¬ 
ments,  within  twelve  months  after 
the  fame  fhall  have  been  prefer¬ 
red  to  them,  the  fame  fhall  be  de¬ 
termined  by  fworn  commiffioneri 
to  be  appointed  on  each  fide, 
with  power  to  call  in  an  arbitrator 
of  any  indifferent  nation ;  and 
the  decifion  of  the  faid  commif- 
fioners  fliall  be  binding,  and  with¬ 
out  appeal. 

XIX.  His  Britannic  majefty  and 
the  French  republic  promif'e  to  ob- 
ferve  fincerely,  and  bona  fide ,  all 
the  articles  contained  and  eftablifh- 
ed  in  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and  they 
will  not  fuffer  the  lame  to  be  in¬ 
fringed,  diredly  or  indirectly,  by 
their  refpedive  fubjeds;  and  the 

faid 
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faid  contracting  parties  guarantee 
to  each  other,  generally  and  reci¬ 
procally,  all  the  ftipulations  of  the 
p relent  treaty. 

XX.  'The  folemn  ratifications 
of  the  prelent  treaty,  prepared  in 
good  and  due  form,  (hull  be  ex¬ 
changed  in 

between  the  contracting  parties,  in 
the  fpace  of  a  month,  or  fooner  if 
poffible,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

I11  witnefs  whereof,  &c. 


(No.  14.  B.) — Note  from  Lord 

Malmefbury  to  the  French  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries. 

The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  majefty  has  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  prelenting  to  the  minifters 
plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  in  eonfequence  of  the  wifli 
exp  reded  by  them  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  of  this  morning,  the  follow¬ 
ing  note  ;  which  he  requefts  them 
at  the  fame  time  to  conlider,  not  fo 
much  in  the  light  of  an  official  pa¬ 
per  as  of  a  verbal  and  confidential 
communication,  and  as  a  proof  ol  his 
readinefs  to  facilitate  the  progrefs 
of  the  negotiation,  by  giving  them, 
at  the  very  outfet,  all  the  explana¬ 
tions  in  Ins  power  on  the  projet  of 
the  treaty  which  he  has  delivered 
to  them. 

If,  as  the  minifters  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  the  French  republic  have 
allured  him,  it  is  contrary  to  their 
moll  politive  inftruCtions  to  enter 
into  any  difcuffion  relative  to  the 
ceffion  of  thofe  poffeffions  which 
belonged  to  France  before  the  war, 
it  is  ufelefs  to  dwell  on  the  Vlth 
article :  fince  the  compenfations 
which  his  Britannic  majefty  might 


have  demanded  by  that  article,  in 
return  for  the  refutations  which  he 
is  difpofed  to  make  for  the  re-efta- 
bliffiment  of  peace,  mull,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  declaration,  be 
lough t  for  in  the  cellions  to  be 
made  by  his  catholic  majefty,  and 
the  Batavian  republic. 

Lord  Malmelbury  therefore  pro- 
pofes  to  infert  in  the  thirteenth  ar¬ 
ticle,  after  the  words  flatus  ante  hel¬ 
ium ,  the  following  words  ;  “  With 
the  exception  of  the  ifland  of  Tri¬ 
nidad,  which  Hi  all  remain  in  full 
poffeffion  to  his  Britannic  ma- 

Lord  Malmefbury  imagines  that 
it  is  unneceffary  for  him  to  repeat 
the  reafons  which  induce  him  to  in¬ 
fill  upon  the  retaining  of  this  con- 
queft,  unlefs  compenfation  fhould 
be  made  for  it  by  fome  other  ceffion 
which  fliall  balance  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  power  accruing  to  France, 
from  the  acquifition  of  the  Spam ih 
part  of  St.  Domingo. 

With  regard  to  the  fourteenth 
article,  lord  Malmefbury  propofes, 
that  after  the  words Jlat us  ante  hel¬ 
ium,  fhould  be  added;  “  With  the 
exception  of  the  town,  fort,  and 
eftablifhment  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  of  the  poffeffions  which 
belonged  to  the  Dutch  before  the 
war  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  of 
the  town  and  fort  of  Cochin,  which 
fliall  be  ceded  to  his  Britannic 
majefty,  in  exchange  for  the  town 
of  Negapatnam  and  its  dependen¬ 
cies.'’’ 

Lord  Malmelbury  repeats  to  the 
minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic,  the  aim  ranee  of 
his  readinefs  to  concur  with  them, 
in  every  thing  which  fliall  depend 
on  him,  to  bring  the  negotiation 
to  a  happy  iffiue  ;  and  requefts  of 
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them,  at  the  fame  time,  to  accept 
the  aflurances  of  his  high  conftder- 
ation. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury, 
Lijle,  July  8,  1797.  - 


{No.  15.  C.)  —Note  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Mahnef- 
bury. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  have  received 
the  note  which  the  mini  tier  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty  did 
them  the  honour  of  addreiling  to 
them  yefterday.  They  will  give  to  it, 
as  well  as  to  the  projet  of  a  treaty 
to  which  it  relates,  the  molt  ferious 
attention.  In  the  mean  time, 
though  they  are  not  yet  enabled  to 
communicate  to  lord  Malmefbury 
the  remarks  to  which  thefe  two 
papers  appear  to  them  liable,  they 
think  it  their  duty  to  propofe  to 
him  a  conference  to-morrow,  at 
one  o'clock,  if  that  hour  is  agree- 
able  to  him,  in  order  to  treat  with 
him  on  diftinct  points,  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  which  may  be  entered  upon 
feparateiy,  and  which  may  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  without  delay. 

They  requeft  lord  Malmeftmrv  to 
accept  the  aflurances  of  their  high 
Conlideration, 

.  (Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

Pleville  Le  Pei. ley. 

Itugtjes  B.  Maret. 

Rifle,  21  MeJJidor , 

5‘th  year  of  the  Republic. 

{July  gth,  1797.) 

Colcjien,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the 
Legation. 


(No.  “5  6.  D.) — Note  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmef¬ 
bury.  Dated  Lifle. 

Vol.  XXXIX. 


The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  lofe  no  time  in 
complying  with  the  with  expreffed 
to  them  by  the  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
by  tranfmitting  to  him  a  note  on 
the  three  points  which  were  the 
fubjed  of  their  conference  of  this 

day* 

1.  They  have  pofitive  orders  to 
require  the  renunciation  of  the  title 
of  king  of  France  borne  by  his 
Britannic  majefty. 

Lord  Malmefbury  is  requefted  to 
obferve  that  the  queftion  is  not 
only  of  a  renunciation  of  the  rights 
which  might  be  pretended  to  be 
derived  from  this  title,  but  further 
and  formally  of  the  title  itfelf.  The 
eftablilhment  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  and  the  acknowledgment  of 
this  form  of  government  by  the 
king  of  England,  will  not  allow  of 
his  retaining  a  title  which  would 
imply  the  exiftence  in  France  of 
an  order  of  things  which  is  at  an 
end. 

2.  The  minifters  plenipotentiary 
of  the  republic  are  ordered  to  de¬ 
mand  the  reftitution  of  the  veffels 
taken  or  deftroyed  at  Toulon. 

Great  Britain  has  publicly  and 
formally  declared  that  thefe  veffels 
were  taken  in  truft  for  the  king  of 
France.  This  truft  is  facred.  It 
inconteftably  belongs  to  the  repub¬ 
lic,  which  exercifes  the  rights  and 
the  fovereignity  that  Great  Britain 
attributed  to  Louis  XVII.  at  the 
period  of  the  capture  of  Toulon, 
His  Britannic  majefty  cannot,  there¬ 
fore,  in  acknowledging  the  French 
republic,  deny  its  right  to  the  reiti- 
tution  required,  or  refute  either  to 
make  the  reftitution,  or  to  offer  an 
equivalent  for  it. 

3.  The  minifters  plenipotentiary 

*  Y  have 


would  never  allow  him  to  attend, 
es  to  make  it  impoffible  that  by  any 
future  cavil  or  fubterfuge  the  in-* 
terruption  of  the  treaty,  if  unfor¬ 
tunately  it  ihould  be  interrupted, 
could  be  imputed  to  any  other 
caufe  than  the  exorbitant  demands 
of  the  French  government;  and 
the  better  to  infure  this  purpofe,  I 
explained  to  them  that  his  majefty 
having  already  in  a  detailed  pro- 
jet  ftated  freely  and  fully  his  con¬ 
ditions,  and  thefe  conditions  having 
been  at  once  rejeded  by  a  fweeping 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government,  it  was  not  fitting  or 
reafonable,  neither  could  it  be  ex¬ 
pected,  that  any  new  propofals 
ihould  originate  with  his  majefty  : 
and  that  on  every  ground  the  king 
had  a  right  to  expeda  contre -projet 
from  them,  Dating  at  once  plainly 
and  without  referve,  the  whole  of 
what  they  had  to  afk,  inftead  of 
bringing  forward  feparate  points, 
one  after  another,  directly  contrary 
to  the  principle  on  which  we  had 
agreed  to  begin  the  negotiation,  and 
which,  from  their  being  .infulated, 
could  only  tend  to  protrad  and  im¬ 
pede  its  pro gr els. 

On  the  firft  point,  on  the  inad- 
tmffibility  of  the  preliminary  con¬ 
ditions  as  propofed  by  the  French 
government,  one  of  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  faid,  it  was  im¬ 
poffible  for  them  to  do  more  than 
to  take  it  for  reference ;  that  the 
infhudions  they  had  received  when 
the  diredory  lent  them  the  note, 
were  precife  and  pofitive,  and  that 
they  had  received  none  fince.  lie 
therefore  had  on  that  point  limply 
to  requeft  of  me,  that  1  would  Date 
in  writing  the  feveral  grounds  on 
which  his  majefty  rejeded  this  pro¬ 
portion,  in  order  that  the  report 
tranfmitted  by  them  to  the  direc¬ 


tory  might  be  corred  ;  and  be  af- 
fured  me,  that  if  1  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  put  in  writing  all  the  ar¬ 
guments  1  had  uled  to  them  in  the 
conference,  they  would  have  no 
Temple  of  employing  thofe  I  omitted 
in  fuc-h  a  way  as  was  the  heft  cal¬ 
culated  to  give  them  weight,  and, 
to  ufe  the  French  mi  miter’s  own  ex- 
preffion,  to  place  the  negotiation 
once  more  on  its  legs. 

In  regard  to  the  lecond  point,  he 
had  no  heiitation  in  agreeing  with 
me,  that  the  beft  method,  and  in¬ 
deed  the  only  one,  which  could 
accelerate  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs, 
was  for  them  to  give  in  a  contre - 
projet;  neither  did  he  attempt  to 
difprove  our  perfed  right  to  exped 
one  from  them  before  we  made  any 
new  propofals.  But  he  faid,  that 
it  was  not  neceffary  for  him  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  as  long  as  they  were 
bound  by  their  inftrudions  not  to 
give  way  on  the  propofition  I  had 
now7  fo  decidedly  rejeded,  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  them  to  move  a 
ftep  without  new  orders  from  the 
diredory ;  that  they  would  afk  for 
thefe  orders  immediately,  and  lofe 
no  time  in  acquainting  me  when 
they  were  received. 

1  obferved,  that  in  our  iafi  con¬ 
ference  he  had  intimated  to  me  they 
were  empowered  to  come  to  fome 
explanation  with  me  on  the  fub* 
jed  of  compenfation  to  be  made  to 
his  majefty  for  the  great  ceffions  h* 
was  difpofed  to  make ;  that,  at  the 
time,  1  conceived  thefe  explana¬ 
tions  were  of  a  nature  to  qualify 
the  wide  claim  ftated  in  the  note, 
and  that  if  I  had  abstained  from 
preffing  him  further  at  the  moment, 
it  was  from  perceiving  a  reludance 
on  their  part  to  bring  them  for¬ 
ward  ; — that,  however,  if  they  really 
had  £uch  propofals  to  make  me. 
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afid  if  they  were  of  a  nature  to 
meet  in  fob  fiance  and  effed  the 
balls  laid  down  in  the  projet  f  had 
given,  I  fiiould  be  well  difpofed-to 
lifien  to  them. 

One  of  the  French  minifters, 
after  fome  hefitation  and  a  fort  of 
filent  reference  to  one  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  laid  he  thought,  as  matters 
now  flood,  it  would  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  to  wait  their  anfwer  from  Paris  ; 
—that  it  was  a  very  important 
period,  a  crifis  in  the  negotiation, 
the  refult  of  which  probably  would 
be  conelufive  as  to  its  fate,  and 
that  it  feemed  to  be  of  more  con¬ 
ference  to  make  this  refult  as 
conformable  to  what  he  hoped  I 
was  convinced  were  as  much  their 
w'ifhes  as  mine,  than  to  walte  our 
time  in  difeufilons  which  were  ufe- 
lefs,  not  to  fay  more,  till  this  was 
afcertained. 

I  confined  myfelf,  in  mv  reply 
to  faying,  I  had  no  objedion  what¬ 
ever  to  giving  to  the  French  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  a  paper,  ftating  the 
firong  motives  on  which  his  majefty 
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rejeded  the  propofition  made  in 
their  note  of  the  15th;  and  that  as 
f,  on  iny  part,  had  confidered  it  a 
duty  to  make  my  reports  as  con¬ 
ciliatory  as  was  confident  with  truth 
and  eorrednefs,  fo  I  heard,  with 
great  pleafure,  the  allurances  he 
gave  me  of  their  intending  to  obferve 
the  fame  line  of  condud. 

That  as  we  feemed  perfedly 
agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  their 
producing  a  contr e-projet ,  I  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fay  on  that  point,  except 
to  exprefs  my  moil  fincere  with 
that  it  would  foon  appear,  and 
when  it  did  appear,  be  fueh  a  one 
as  would  lead  to  a  fpeedy  and 
fatis factory  conclufion  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation. 

Right  Hon,  Lord  Grenville. 
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(No.  26.)— No te  from  Lord  Malmef- 

bury  to  the  French  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries. 

The  minifier  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  majelty  has  tranfmit- 
ted  to  his  court  the  note  which  was 
delivered  to  him  the  15th  of  this 
month,  by  the  minifiers  plenipo* 
tentiary  of  the  French  republic; 
and  having  received  the  orders  of 
the  king,,  his  mafier,  on  this  fubjedf 
he  haftens  to  repeat  to  them,  in. 
writing,  conformably  to  the  define 
which  they  have  expreffed  to  him, 
the  following  refiedions,  which  I10 
had  already  fiated  to  them  verbally, 
in  confequence  of  his  moft  poiitiv® 
infirudions. 

He  obferves,  in  the  firft  place, 
that  to  require  “  As  an  indifpen- 
“  foble  preliminary  of  negotiation 
u  for  peace  with  England,  the  con- 
u  font  of  his  Britannic  majefty  to 
u  the  formal  refutation  of  all  the 
u  pofleffions  which  he  occupies,  as 
“  well  thdfe  of  the  French  repub* 
^  licr  as  further  and  formally  thofo 
u  of  Spain  and  the  Batavian  re- 
“  public/’  is  to  with  to  eftabli/h  a 
previous  condition,  which  excludes 
all  reciprocity,  refutes  to  the  king 
all  compenfation,  and  leaves  no  ob- 
jed  of  ulterior  negotiation. 

That  the  French  republic,  for¬ 
mally  authorized  by  its  allies  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  the  articles  of  peace  in  their 
name,  cannot  fairly  fet  up  its  par¬ 
tial  treaties,  with  them,  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  reasonable  propofals  of 
peace,  fince  it  is  univerfally  under- 
ftood  that  the  contrading*  parties 
always  preferye  the  power  to  mo¬ 
dify,  by  mutual  content,  the  con¬ 
ditions  by  which  they  may  be  en- 
1  gaged  to  each  other,  whenever  their 
common  interefts  may  require  it 
Gonfequently,.  the  propofition  mad® 

to- 
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that  the  treaty  we  were,  now  making 
jfhould  be  clear,  diftinft,  folid,  and 
lading,  and  fuch  a  one  as  could 
not,  at  any  future  period,  be  broken 
through  without  a  manifeft  vio¬ 
lation  of  good  faith.  And  I  again 
repeated,  that  nothing  could  be  fo 
confonant  to  my  orders,  or  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  my  royal  maker. 

One  of  the  plenipotentiaries  was 
difpofed  to  dwell  upon  his  objections, 
which  were,  that  tbefe  treaties  were 
iigned  when  France  was  a  mo¬ 
narchy,  and  that  any  retrofpeft  to 
thole  times  implied  a  fort  of  cen- 
fure  on  their  prefen t  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  ;  but  this  was  arguing 
on  fuch  weak  ground,  and  fo  incapa¬ 
ble  of  being  ferioufly  maintained, 
that  I,  to  avoid  fuperfluous  eontra- 
didion,  was  very  willing  to  let  it 
pafs  unnoticed.  After  a  good  deal 
of  very  conciliatory,  and  even  ami¬ 
cable  difcuffion,  in  which,  how¬ 
ever,  neither  party  gave  much  way 
to  the  other,  it  was  propofed  by 
them  that  we  fhould  return  home, 
to  meet  again  as  foon  as  was  con- 
venient  after  an  attentive  and  deli¬ 
berate  perufal  of  thefe  treaties,  in 
order  to  date  refpe&ively  our  ideas 
on  this  fubjedh  I  obferved,  that 
although  I  was  perfectly  prepared 
to  do  it  at  the  moment,  and  felt 
almoft  bold  enough  to  affirm,  that 
no  meafure  could  be  devifed  which 
would  fo  completely  meet  our  in¬ 
tentions  as  an  unreferved  renewal 
of  the  treaties  they  hedtated  about, 
yet  1  was  very  willing  to  acquiefce 
in  their  propofal,  with  this  dmple 
obfervation,  that  if  any  delay  arofe 
from  it,  fuch  delay  was  imputable 
to  them,  and  not  to  me.  My  words 
were  u  Je  ne  me  rends  pas  re- 
il:  fponfable  des  longueurs  dans  lef- 
“  quelles  cette  difcuffion  pourrait 


u  nous  entrainer.”  The  French 
minider’s  anfwer  was,  u  Si  des 
“  longueurs  fervent  a  determiner 
u  des  objets  qui  pourraient  donner 
“  lieu  h  des  queielles  a  l’avenir, 
“  ce  fera  du  terns  bien  employe/" 
It  was  not  my  with  to  conted  this 
affiertion,  and  our  conference  ended 
with  it* 


(No.  19/ — Extradl  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Mal-mefbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  July  16, 
1797. 

My  Lord, 

Yefterdav,  at  the  moment  I  was 
preparing  to  attend  the  conference, 
in  which  we  were  to  enter  into  full¬ 
er  difcuffiions  on  the  litigated  fub- 
jebt  of  the  renewal  of  the  treaties 
mentioned  in  the  fecond  article  of 
the  projet,  I  received  from  the 
French  legation  the  enclofed  paper 
(A.)  In  about  an  hour  I  returned 
the  enclofed  anfwer  (B.)  to  which 
I  received  the  enclofed  reply  (C)  ’r 
and  I  am  this  moment  come  from 
the  conference  which  has  taken 
place  in  confequence  of  it. 

I  began  by  faying,  that  I  had  fo- 
licited  this  interview  from  the  fame 
motive  which  would  actuate  every 
part  of  my  conduct ;  that  I  widied 
to  make  my  reports  not  only  cor¬ 
rect  but  conciliatory  as  far  as  de¬ 
pended  on  me,  and  I  was  now  come 
in  order,  if  poffible,  to  obtain  from 
them  fuch  comments  and  explana¬ 
tions  on  the  note  they  fent  to  111  « 
yefterday,  as  would  enable  me, 
when  I  tranfmitted  it  to  my  court, 
to  fecure  the  negotiation  from  be¬ 
ing  interrupted,  perhaps  abruptly 
terminated,  by  the  perufal  of  it.  If 
I  underffiodd  it  right,  it  meant  that 
the  directory  requires  as  a  fine  qui 
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mn  preliminary,  that  every  thing  the 
king  has  conquered  from  all  and 
each  of  his  enemies  fhould  be  re- 
ftored,  and  that  till  tins  re  ft  oration 
was  contented  to  the  negotiation 
was  not  even  to  begin.  I  faid,  if 
I  was  correct  in  this  ftatement,  and 
the  plain  fenfe  oi  the  declaration 
would  bear  no  other  inter  pie  tat  inn, 
I  mutt  add,  that  it  would  not  only 
mod  certainly  prevent  the  treaty 
from  beginning,  but  would  leave 
no  room  tor  treating  at  all,  tince  it 
deprived  his  majefty  of  every  means 
of  negotiation ;  for  I  could  not 
fuppole  that  it  was  in  their  thoughts 
to  intimate  that  the  principle  of 
the  treaty,  as  tar  as  it  related  to 
his  majefty,  was  to  be  one  of  all 
eeffion  and  no  compenfation,  and 
yet  that  was  precifely  the  petition 
in  which  his  majefty  was  placed  by 
their  note. 

One  ot  the  French  plenipotenti¬ 
aries,  who  had  let  me  proceed  ra¬ 
ther  reludantly,  here  ftopt  me,  and 
faid,  that  he  a,nd  his  colleagues 
were  exceedingly  happy  that  I  had 
expreffed  a  with  .to  fee  them  before 
I  ditpatched  my  meftenger ;  that 
they  wifhed  to  allure  me  that  they 
had  thought  it  dealing  fairly  and 
honourably  to  it  ate  what  they  had 
jeceived  from  the  directory  in  the 
very  words  in  which  it  came  to 
them  ;  that  they  fhould  be  lorry  if 
•the  declaration  they  had  been  di¬ 
rected  to  make  me,  fhould  be  of  a 
nature  to  interrupt,  much  lefs  to 
break  off,  the  negotiation ;  that 
it  was  the  lincere  with  of  the  direc¬ 
tory  that  the  negotiation  fhould 
proceed  and  end  fuccefsfujly  ;  and 
that  lar  from  limiting  the  door  to 
further  difcullions,  they  were  per¬ 
fectly  ready  to  hear  any  propofals 
ye  had  to  make;  and  only  wifhed 


that  thefe  propofals  fhould  be,  if 
pofiible,  fuch  as  were  compatible 
with  their  molt  facred  engagements. 
I  repeated  what  I  had  faid,  that  no 
door  was  left  open  if  his  majefty 
was  in  limine  to  reftore  everything; 
and  that  a  peace  on  thefe  conditions 
would  not  be  heard  of  by  the  coun¬ 
try*  1  obferved,  that  immediately 
on  leaving  them,  I  fhould  di {patch 
a  meftenger  but  what  that  rnefiem 
ger  carried  would  moft  materially 
atlhCi  the  progrefs  and  iflfue  of  the 
negotiation  ;  I  therefore  deftred  to 
know  whether,  in  confequence  'of 
what  I  had  heard  from  them,  I 
might  confider  the  ftriCt  and  literal 
meaning  of  the  declaration  not  to 
be  a  decided  negative  (which  it 
certainly  feemed  to  imply)  on  ail 
compenfation  whatever  to  be  made 
to  his  majefty,  but  that  propofals 
tending  to  this  efteCl  would  ftiil  be 
liltened  to.  One  of  them  anfwerqd, 
“  Certainly,  and  it  they  Ihould  be 
found  fuch  as  it  will  be  impoflible 
for  us  to  admit,  we  will  on  our 
fide  bring  forward  others  for  your 
court  to  deliberate  on.”  Under 
this  affurance,  which  at  leaft,  to  a 
certain  degree,  qualifies  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  yefterday,  I  broke  up  the 
conference. 


(No,  so.  A.) — Note  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Mai- 
mefbury. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  have  tranfmitr 
ted  to  their  government  the  projet 
ot  the  treaty,  and  the  note  relating 
thereto,  which  were  delivered  to 
them  on  the  20th  of  the  prelent 
month,  by  the  mimfter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  oi  his  Britannic  majefty. 
fi  hey  have  juft  received  frefh 
*  T  3  coin,- 
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communications  and  orders,  which 
require  that  they  fhould  make  the 
following  declaration  to  Lord  Mai- 
mefbury. 

There  exift  in  the  public  and  fe- 
cret  treaties,  by  which  the  French 
republic  is  bound  to  its  allies,  Spain 
and  the  Batavian  republic,  articles 
by  which  the  three  powers  refpec- 
tiveiy  guarantee  the  territories  pof- 
f'effed  by  each  of  them  before  the 
war. 

The  French  government,  una- 
able  to  detach  itfelf  from  the  en¬ 
gagements  which  it  has  contracted 
thefe  treaties,  eftablifhes,  as  an 
indifpenfable  preliminary  of  the 
negotiation  for  the  peace  with  Eng¬ 
land,  the  content  of  his  Britannic 
majefty  to  the  reftitution  of  all  the 
poffeffions  which  he  occupies,  not 
only  from  the  French  republic,  but 
further  and  formally  of  ihofe  of 
Spain  and  the  Batavian  republic. 

In  coniequence,  the  underftgned 
ni  ini  hers  plenipotentiary  requeft 
lord  Malmefbury  to  explain  himfelf 
with  regard  to  this  reftitution,  and 
to  confent  to  it,  if  lie  is  fufhciently 
authorized  to  do  fo  ;  if  not,  and  in 
the  contrary  cafe,  to  fend  a  meffage 
to  his  court,  in  order  to  procure  the 
neceiTary  powers. 

The  objedt  of  the  conference 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  to¬ 
day  being  neceftarily  delayed  by  the 
purport  of  the  above-mentioned 
declaration,  the  minifters  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  republic  have  to  ex- 
preis  to  lord  Malmelbury  the  regret 
that  they  feel  in  lofing  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  converf])]g  together,  which 
they  had  tbemfelves  folicited: — 
but  in  cafe  lord  Malmefbury  fhould 
have  any7  communication  to  make 
to  them,  they  beg  him  to  believe 
that  they  will  always  be  happy  to 


receive  him,  and  to  iiften  to  him, 
whenever  he  may  think  it  proper. 

They  requeft  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  accept  anew  the  afliirances 
of  their  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

Pleville  LePelley. 

Hugues  B.  Maret. 

I.j/le,  27  Mejfidor , 

5 tli  year  of  the  Republic . 

{July  15,  1797.) 

Colchen,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the 
Legation. 


(No.  21.  B.) — Note  from  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  the  French  pleni¬ 
potentiaries. 

The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  majefty  has  given 
the  rnoft  ferious  attention  to  the. 
note  dated  this  morning,  which 
he  has  received  from  the  minifters 
plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re¬ 
public. 

He  has  no  befitation  in  declaring 
to  them,  that  his  inftructions  by 
no  means  authorife  him  to  admit,  as 
a  preliminary  principle,  that  which 
their  declaration  feems  intended  to 
eftablifh ;  neverthelefs,  being  per- 
fuaded  that  it  is  his  firft  duty  not 
to  give  up  the  hopes  of  conciliation 
until  he  (hall  have  exhaufted  every 
means  of  obtaining  it,  and  being 
anxious  to  avoid,  in  the  report 
which  he  fhall  have  to  make  to  his 
court,  the  poftibility  of  mifunder- 
ftanding  on  a  fubjeft  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance,  he  propoles  to  them  a 
conference  for  to-morrow,  at  the 
hour  moft  convenient  to  them,  after 
which  it  is  his  intention  to  difpatch 
a  meftenger  to  his  court. 

He  requefts  the  minifters  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  the  French  republic 
I  to 
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to  accept  the  affurances  of  his 
high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury, 

Li/le,  1 5M  July,  1797* 

(No.  22.  C.)— Note  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmef- 
bury. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  lofe  no  time  in 
acceding  to  the  defire  expreft'ed  by 
the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his 
Britannic  majefty,  of  conferring 
with  them  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
note  which  they  addrefied  to  him 
this  day. 

They  have,  in  confequence,  the 
honour  of  propofmg  to  him  to 
meet  to-morrow  morning  at  eleven 
o’clock,  at  the  ufual  place  of  con¬ 
ference. 

They  requeft  him  to  accept  the 
affurances  of  their  high  confidera¬ 
tion. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

Pleville  Le  Pelley. 

Hugues  B.  Maret. 
Li/le,  the  27 th  Meffidor ,  5^ 
year  of  the  Republic ,  one  and 
indivijible . 

{July  15,1797-) 

Colchen,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the 

Legation. 

(No.  23.) — Copy  of  a  Difpateh  from 
Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malmef- 
bury,  dated  Downing-ftreet,  July 

20,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

Your  lordlhip’s  difpatches  by  the 
mefienger,  Dreffins,  were  received 
here  on  the  17th  inftant,  at  night, 
and  1  loft  110  time  in  receiving  his 
majefty’s  commands  on  the  very 
important  fubjed;  of  your  letter. 
No.  9* 


I  am  much  concerned  to  be  un¬ 
der  the  neceffity  of  remarking,  that 
the  claim  brought  forward  in  the 
note  tranfmitted  to  your  lordlhip 
by  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  is 
in  itfelf  fo  extravagant,  and  fo  lit¬ 
tle  to  be  reconciled  either  with  the 
former  proieffions  of  tlrofe  mini- 
fters,  or  with  their  conduct  in  the 
previous  ftages  of  the  negotiation, 
that  it  affords  the  ftrongeft  pre- 
fumption  of  a  determination  to 
preclude  all  means  of  accommo¬ 
dation.  If  fuch  is  really  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  diredory,  nothing 
can  remain  for  this  country,  but  to 
perfevere  in  oppofmg,  with  an 
energy  and  fpirit  proportioned  to 
the  exigency,  a  fy ftem  which  muft 
tend  to  perpetuate  a  ftate  of  war 
and  civil  tumult  in  every  part  of 
Europe. 

The  natural  ftep  upon  the  prefent 
occafion  would  therefore  have  been, 
to  dired  your  lordihip  to  terminate 
at  once  a  negotiation,  which,  on  the 
footing  now  propofed  by  the  enemy, 
affords  neither  the  hope  nor  the 
means  of  any  favourable  eonclufion. 
Nothing  being  left  for  treaty,  where, 
as  a  preliminary  ftep,  one  party  is 
required  to  concede  every  thing, 
and  all  cornpenfation  from  the  other 
is  absolutely  and  at  once  precluded. 
Iiis  majefty’s  iervants  have,  how¬ 
ever,  obferved,  that  in  the  conclu- 
fion  of  your  lordftiip’s  conference 
with  the.  French  plenipotentiaries 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  note  in  ques¬ 
tion,  the  prefident  of  that  miffioi} 
informed  your  lordfhip,  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  refift  all  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  immenfe  extent  of  re- 
ftitution  demanded  from  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  and  for  the  other  obvious 
circumftances  of  difadvantage  to 
this  country  in  the  fituation  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  as  refulting  from  the  war ; 
*  *  Y  4  and 
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and  even  added,  that  he  and  his 
colleagues  would  eventually  bring 
forward  propofals  on  this  head  for 
the  deliberation  of  the  king’s  go¬ 
vernment.  It  appeared  poffible  that 
fome  advantage  might  perhaps  arife 
to  the  great  object  of  peace,  from 
grounding  on  this  declaration  a  fur¬ 
ther  proceeding,  fuch  as  might  af¬ 
ford  to  the  directory  (if  they  are  fo 
difpofed)  the  means  of  replacing 
the  negotiation  on  a  more  practica¬ 
ble  footing.  With  the  view  there¬ 
fore  of  leaving  nothing  untried 
which  can  contribute  to  reft  ore 
peace  on  any  fuitable  terms,  his 
majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  direct 
that  your  lordlhip  fhould  for  that 
purpofe  afk  another  conference 
with  the  French  plenipotentiaries. 
In  this  conference  your  lordlhip 
will  remark,  in  fuch  terms  as  the 
occafion  muft  naturally  to  fuggeft  to 
you,  upon  the  indefenfible  fpiril  and 
tendency  of  the  demand  now  made 
by  France.  You  will  ohferve  that 
France,  treating  in  conjunction 
with  her  allies,  and  in  their  name, 
cannot,  vrth  any  pretence  of  juf- 
tice  and  fairnefs,  oppofe  her  trea¬ 
ties  with  them  as  an  obftacle  in  the 
way  of  any  realonable  propofal  of 
peace  in  which  they  are  to  be  in¬ 
cluded.  In  a  feparate  negotiation, 
to  which  they  were  not  parties, 
fuch  a  plea  might,  perhaps,  have 
been  urged;  but  in  that  cafe  France 
would  have  been  bound  to  offer, 
from  her  own  means,  that  com- 
penfation  which  fhe  did  not  think 
herfelf  at  liberty  to  engage  to  ob¬ 
tain  from  her  allies.  And  fuch 
was,  in  fad,  as  your  lordfhip  muff 
remember,  the  principle  on  which 
his  majefty  offered  to  treat  laft 
year,  when  he  was  really  bound 
by  engagements  to  Auftria  fimilar 
to  thole  which  are  now  alleged  by 


France.  But  it  never  can  be 
allowed  that  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  negotiating  jointly  for  a 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  can  fet 
up,  as  a  bar  to  our  juft  demands, 
the  treaties  between  themfelves, 
from  which  they  are  at  once  able 
to  releafe  each  other  whenever  they 
think  fit. 

You  will  further  remark,  that 
even  if,  contrary  to  all  reafon, 
fuch  a  principle  could  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  have  been  admitted  on  our 
pan,  ftill  even  that  principle,  in- 
admiffibie  as  it  is,  could  only  apply 
to  public  treaties,  known  to  tbofe 
who  agreed  to  be  governed  by  them, 
and  not  to  fecret  articles,  un¬ 
known  even  to  the  French  pleni¬ 
potentiaries,  or  concealed  by  one 
of  them  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
others. 

You  will  add  in  explicit,  though 
not  ofifenfive  terms,  that  the  whole 
of  this  pretence  now  fet  up  by 
France  is  inconteftably  frivolous 
and  illufory;  being  grounded  on  a 
fuppofition  of  a  ftate  of  things  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  that  which  is 
known  really  to  exift.  It  being 
perfectly  notorious  that  both  Spam 
and  Holland,  fa  far  from  wi  thing 
to  continue  the  war,  were  com¬ 
pelled  by  France  to  engage  in  it, 
greatly  againft  their  own  withes ; 
and  to  undertake,  without  the 
means  of  fupporting  it,  a  contefl 
in  which  they  had  nothing  to  gain, 
and  every  thing  to  lofe.  It  never, 
therefore,  can  be  allowed  to  be 
a  queftion  of  any  poffible  doubt, 
but  that  the  directory,  if  they  really 
wilh  it,  muft  already  have  obtain¬ 
ed,  or  could  at  any  moment  obtain, 
the  confent  of  tbofe  powers  to  luch 
terms  of  peace  as  have  been 
propofed  by  his  majefty.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  France,  from  any  motive  of 

interelf 
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Interest  or  engagement,  is  in  truth 
ilefirous  to  procure  for  them  the 
reftitution  of  poffeffions  which  they 
were  unable  to  defend,  and  have 
no  means  to  re-conquer,  the  pro¬ 
jet  delivered  by  your  lordihip  af¬ 
forded  an  opening  for  this ;  thole 
articles  having  been  fo  drawn  as 
to  leave  it  to  France  to  provide  a 
Cempenfation  to  his  majefly,  either 
put  of  her  colonies,  or  out  of  thole 
of  her  allies,  refpectiyely  conquer¬ 
ed  by  bis  inajrity’s  arms.  The 
/choice  between  tbefe  alternatives 
maybe  left  to  the  directory;  but 
to  refule  both  is,  in  other  words, 
to  refufe  all  compenlation.  Ibis 
is  neverthelefs  exprefsly  declared 
not  to  be  the  intention  of  thofe 
with  whom  you  treat.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  neceffary  that  your  lordihip 
fhould  demand  from  them  a  ttate- 
ment  of  the  propofals  which,  as 
they  informed  you,  they  have  to 
Brake,  in  order  to  do  away  this 
apparent  contradiction,  which  the 
king’s  fervants  are  wholly  unable 
to  reconcile  by  any  fuggeftions  ol 
theirs,  even  if  it  were  fitting  and 
yeafonable  for  them  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  any  new  propofals  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  detailed  projet  which 
was  delivered  on  the  part  oi  this 
country  at  the.  outlet  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation. 

Since  the  projet  is  not  acceded 
to,  we  have  evidently,  and  on  every 
ground,  a  right  to  expebt  a  counter 
projet,  equally  full  and  explicit  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy.  You  will 
therefore  hate  to  the  French  mini¬ 
sters  diftinctly,  that  the  only  hope 
of  bringing  this  bulinefs  to  a  fa¬ 
vourable  conclufion,  is  by  their 
flaring  at  once  plainly,  and  without 
refer ve,  the  whole  of  what  they 
have  to  a  fit,  inflead  of  bringing 
forward  feparate  points  one  after 


the  other,  not  only  contrary  to  the 
avowed  principle  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion  propofed  by  tbemfelves,  but, 
as  it  appears,  even  contrary  to  the 
expectation  of  the  minifters  them- 
felves  who  are  employed  on  the 
part  of  France.  There  can  be  no 
pretence  for  refuting  a  compliance 
with  this  demand,  if  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  France  are  difpofed  to 
forward  the  object  of  peace  :  and 
the  obtaining  fuch  a  ftatement  from 
them  is,  as  I  have  before  hated  to 
your  lordihip,  a  point  of  fo  much 
importance,  in  any  courfe  which 
this  negotiation  may  take,  that  it  is 
the  king’s  pleafure  that  your  lord¬ 
ihip  fhould  ufe  every  poflible  en¬ 
deavour  to  prevent  their  eluding  fo 
juft  a  demand. 

After  what  has  palled  it  is,  1  fear, 
very  doubtful  whether  fuch  a  coun¬ 
ter  projet  would  be  framed  on 
principles  fuch  as  could  be  admit¬ 
ted  here  ;  but  it  would  at  all  events 
place  the  buGnefs  on  its  real  iffue, 
and  bring  diftinCtly  into  queflion 
the  feverai  points  on  which  the 
conclufion  of  peace,  or  the  pro¬ 
longation  of  war,  will  really  de¬ 
pend. 

I  am,  Ac. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 
Right  lion.  Lord  Mahnejbury . 

(No.  24.) — Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from 

Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malinef- 

bury,  dated  Downing  ftreet,  July 

So,  1797* 

My  Lord, 

There  are  two  feparate  points  on 
which  it  is  neceffary  for  me  to  fa.y 
a  few  words  to  your  lordihip,  in 
addition  to  the  inftruCtions  in  my 
other  difpatch,  011  the  general  fub- 
jedt  of  negotiation. 

The  firft  relates  to  the  aflertion 

of 
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of  one  of  the  French  minifters, 
that  the  Portuguefe  fhips  and  troops 
were  at  Toulon.  The  fa6l  is  very 
immaterial  as  to  any  conclufion  that 
could  be  drawn  from  it,  to  affed 
the  fituation  or  juft  claims  of  the 
court  of  Lifbon;  becaufe  your  lord* 
ihip  well  knows,  that  it  is  a  prin¬ 
ciple  univerfally  recognized  in  the 
public  law  of  Europe,  that  when 
one  of  the  parties  in  a  defend ve 
alliance  furnifhes  to  his  ally  the 
flipulated  fuccours,  thofe  fuccours 
remain  entirely  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  requiring  party,  to  he  employed 
wherever  he  fhall  judge  proper, 
fubjed  only  to  the  limitations  of  the 
treaty  which  before  exided  ;  and  if 
the  amount  of  thofe  fuccours  is  not 
encreafed  beyond  that  engaged  for, 
nor  the  means  of  ufmg  them  ex¬ 
tended  by  new  facilities,  the  party 
furnifhing  the  flipulated  abidance 
is  not  underdood  to  violate  the  laws 
©f  neutrality. 

But  the  fad,  in  this  cafe,  would 
not  bear  out  the  affertion,  even  if 
the  argument  to  be  drawn  from  it 
were  more  conclufive ;  the  troops 
of  her  moil  faithful  majedy  hav¬ 
ing  been,  as  I  apprehend,  no  other- 
wife  employed  than  in  the  two 
campaigns  carried  on  by  land  upon 
the  fouthern  part  of  the  frontiers  of 
France  and  Spain. 

The  other  point  relates  to  what 
was  laid  to  your  lord  Ihip  about  the 
treaty  of  Pilnitz.  It  would  cer¬ 
tainly  not  require  much  argument 
to  prove  that  the  renewal  of  feveral 
treaties  enumerated  by  name  and 
date,  and  the  latefc  of  which  was 
concluded  in  1783,  does  not  imply 
a  renewal  of  another  treaty  fup- 
pofed  to  be  concluded  in  1791. 
But  what  is  more  material  to  the 
prefent  cafe  is,  that  your  lorddiip 
ihould  take  this  opportunity  to  ex¬ 


plain,  in  the  mod  didinct  and  un¬ 
equivocal  terms,  that  if  any  fecret 
treaty  was  in  fad  concluded  at  the 
interview  at  Pilnitz,  between  the 
late  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fra  (which  is,  to  fay  the  lead,  very 
doubtful  in  point  of  fad),  this  at 
lead  is  certain,  that  his  majedy  was 
no  party  to  fuch  treaty;  and  not 
only  was  not  then  included  in  it, 
but  has  never  fmce  adhered  to  it, 
nor  even  been  apprifed  of  its  con¬ 
tents.  The  public  declaration  which 
was  made  at  that  interview  thews, 
on  the  face  of  it,  thai  his  majedy 
was  no  party  to  it ;  and  it  is,  in¬ 
deed,  notorious,  that  it  applied  to 
circumdances  which  were  done  away 
long  before  the  war  broke  out  be¬ 
tween  Auftria  and  .France,  and  that 
the  fubfequent  negotiations  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  between  thofe 
powers  turned  ©n  points  wholly  dif- 
tirid  from  thofe  fuppofed  to  have 
been  referred  to  in  the  pretended 
treaty  of  Pilnitz. 

This  explanation,  however  little 
eonneded  with  the  prefent  negotia¬ 
tion,  feems  to  be  called  for  bv  tire 
alludon  made  to  you  upon  the  fub- 
jed;  and,  indeed,  on  a  point  on 
which  fo  much  mifreprefentation 
has  prevailed,  it  is  ufeful  not  to 
omit  the  opportunity  of  dating  the 
fads  as  they  really  are. 

1  am,  &ic. 

(Signed)  Grenville* 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Malmejbury . 

(No.  25.) — Extrad  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmelbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lille,  25th  July, 
1797- 

My  Lord, 

1  have  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  your  lordfhip’s  difpatches, 
Nos.  19  and  20,  of  the  20th  ind. 

which 
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which  were  delivered  to  me  on  Sa¬ 
turday  the  22 d  inft.  by  the  meffen- 
ger  Major. 

It  was  impoffible  that  the  claim 
brought  forward  in  the  noteinclofed 
in  my  No.  9,  could  have  produced 
on  your  lordfhip’s  mind  any  im- 
preflion  different  from  that  which 
you  deferibe,  and  I  am  happy  to 
find  that  the  conduct  I  oblerved, 
when  it  was  firft  delivered  to  me, 
was  fuch  as  put  it  in  my  power  to 
execute  with  great  conhftency  the 
fpinted  inftru&ions  your  lordfhip 
now  fends  me. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the 
meffenger,  I  propofed  an  interview 
with  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
and  we  met  on  Sunday  the  23d,  at 
one  P.  M. 

I  could  not  obey  his  majefty’s 
orders  in  a  manner  more  likely 
to  command  attention,  and  to  im- 
prels  thofe  who  heard  me  with  a 
juft  fenfe  of  the  mixture  of  firm- 
nefs  and  moderation  with  which 
his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  conduct 
this  important  negotiation,  than  by 
employing  not  only  the  fubftance, 
but,  as  far  as  was  practicable  in 
converfation,  the  very  words  of 
your  lordfhip’s  difpatch,  No.  19  ; 
and  if  I  fhould  attempt  to  relate 
minutely  what  I  myfelf  laid  in  this 
conference  it  would  in  fact  be  little 
more  than  a  repetition  of  them. 

1  began  by  obferving,  that  I  was 
certain  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
muft  be  fully  prepared  for  what 
I  now  had  it  in'  command  to  fay  : 
I  reminded  them  that  1  had  taken 
upon  me  to  affirm,  when  we  were 
laft  affembled,  and  immediately  be¬ 
fore  I  difpatched  my  meffenger, 
that  the  requiring  fuch  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  as  that  propofed  in  the  note, 
was  putting  an  end  at  once  to  all 
negotiation,  and  that  I  was  fare 
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peace  on  fuch  terms  would  not  be 
heard  of;  that  the  orders  I  was 
then  about  to  communicate  to  them 
would  prove  that  I  had  not  made 
this  affertion  lightly,  or  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  hafly  opinion  of  my 
own,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would 
alfo  appear  that  my  royal  mailer 
was  as  anxioufSy  and  as  ftncerely 
inclined  to  liften  to  all  reafonable 
and  admiffible  conditions,  as  he 
was  determined  to  repel  and  rejedt 
all  fuch  as  were  of  an  oppofite  de- 
fcription.  I  then,  my  lord,  took 
up  my  arguments  on  the  precife 
grounds  fet  forth  in  your  lord  (hip’s 
No.  19.  I  neither  omitted  any 
thing,  nor  inferted  any  thing  of  my 
own,  which  could  at  all  alter  its 
fpirit;  and  I  only  varied  from 
the  letter  in  as  much  as  was  necef- 
fary  to  make  it  applicable  to  a 
conference. 

My  firft  object  was  to  flate,  in  as 
forcible  a  way  as  poffible,  the  utter 
inadmiffibility  of  the  pretenfion  fet 
forth  in  the  note,  the  frivolous  and 
illufory  reafons  alleged  for  bringing 
it  forward;  and  I  obferved  that,  if 
it  was  perfevered  in,  it  muft  lead  to 
this  neceffarv  conclufion,  that  there 
did  exift,  when  it  was  framed,  an 
intention,  on  the  part  of  the  direc¬ 
tory,  to  break  off  the  negotiation 
in  the  outlet.  My  fecond  object 
in  point  of  reafoning,  though  a 
very  primary  one  in  point  of  im¬ 
portance,  was  either  to  prevent  the 
negotiation  breaking  off’  at  all,  or, 
if  this  was  not  to  be  prevented,  to 
endeavour  to  be  fo  clear  and  explicit 
in  my  language,  and  to  draw  the 
line  fo  diftindtly  between  fuch  fa- 
crifices  as  his  majefty  might  be  in¬ 
clined  to  make  in  order  to  reftore 
fo  great  a  bleffing  as  peace,  and 
thofe  to  which  the  dignity  of  his 
crown  and.  intereft  of  his  fubjedls 

would 
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would  never  allow  him  to  attend, 
as  to  make  it  impofiible  that  by  any 
future  cavil  or  fubterfuge  the  in¬ 
terruption  of  the  treaty,  if  unfor¬ 
tunately  it  ftiould  be  interrupted, 
could  be  imputed  to  any  other 
caofe  than  the  exorbitant  demands 
of  the  French  government ;  and 
the  better  to  iofure  this  purpofe,  1 
explained  to  them  that  his  majefty 
having  already  in  a  detailed  pro¬ 
jet  ftated  freely  and  fully  his  con¬ 
ditions,  and  thefe  conditions  having 
been  at  once  rejected  by  a  fweeping 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government,  it  was  not  fitting  or 
reafonable,  neither  could  it  be  ex¬ 
pected,  that  any  new  propofals 
ihould  originate  with  his  majefty  : 
and  that  on  every  ground  the  king 
had  a  right  to  expect  a  co litre -projet 
from  them,  Hating  at  once  plainly 
and  without  referve,  the  whole  of 
what  they  had  to  aft,  inftead  of 
bringing  forward  feparate  points, 
one  after  another,  directly  contrary 
to  the  principle  on  which  we  had 
agreed  to  begin  the  negotiation,  and 
which,  from  their  being  .infulated, 
could  only  tend  to  protract  and  im¬ 
pede  its  progrefe. 

On  the  tirft  point,  on  the  mad- 
miffibikty  of  the  preliminary  con¬ 
ditions  as  propofed  by  the  French 
government,  one  of  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  laid,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  them  to  do  more  than 
to  take  it  for  reference ;  that  the 
iuib.  notions  they  had  received  when 
the  diredory  lent  them  the  note, 
were  preciie  and  pofilive,  and  that 
they  had  received  none  fmce.  lie 
therefore  had  on  that  point  limply 
to  requelt  of  me,  that  1  would  ftate 
in  writing  the  feveral  grounds  on 
which  his  majefty  rejected  this  pro- 
pofition,  in  order  that  the  report 
tranfmitted  by  them  to  the  direc¬ 


tory  might  be  correct ;  and  he  af* 
fared  me,  that  if  I  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  put  in  writing  all  the  ar¬ 
guments  1  had  ufed  to  them  in  the 
conference,  they  would  have  no 
fcruple  of  employing  thofe  I  omitted 
in  fueh  a  way  as  was  the  heft  cal¬ 
culated  to  give  them  weight,  and, 
to  ufe  the  French  minifter’s  own  ex- 
preffion,  to  place  the  negotiation 
once  more  on  its  legs. 

In  regard  to  the  lecond  point,  he 
had  no  hefitation  in  agreeing  with 
me,  that  the  heft  method,  and  in¬ 
deed  the  only  one,  which  could 
accelerate  the  whole  of  the  bu finds, 
was  for  them  to  give  in  a  contre - 
projet ;  neither  did  he  attempt  to 
ciifprove  our  perfect  right  to  expert 
one  from  them  before  we  made  any 
new  propofals.  But  he  laid,  that 
it  was  not  necefllirv  for  him  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  as  long  as  they  were 
bound  by  their  hiftruCtions  not  to 
give  way  on  the  propofttion  I  had 
now  fo  decidedly  rejected,  that  it 
was  impoftible  for  them  to  move  a 
ftep  without  new  orders  from  the 
directory ;  that  they  would  aft  for 
thefe  orders  immediately,  and  lofe 
no  time  in  acquainting  me  when 
they  were  received. 

I  obferved,  that  in  our  lafi  con¬ 
ference  he  had  intimated  to  me  they 
were  empoivered  to  comp  to  fome 
explanation  with  me  on  the  fub* 
je6t  of  compenfation  to  be  made  to 
his  majefty  for  the  great  ceffions  life 
was  diipofed  to  make ;  that,  at  the 
time,  I  conceived  thefe  explana¬ 
tions  were  of  a  nature  to  qualify 
the  wide  claim  ftated  in  the  note, 
and  that  if  I  had  abftained  from 
preffing  him  further  at  the  moment, 
it  was  from  perceiving  a  reluctance 
on  their  part  to  bring  them  for¬ 
ward  ; — that,  however,  if  they  really 
had  fuch  propofals  to  make  me. 
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&fid  if  they  were  of  a  nature  to 
meet  in  fubftance  and  effed  the 
bafis  laid  down  in  the  projet  f  had 
given,  I  fhould  be  well  difpofed-to 
liften  to  them. 

One  of  the  French  minifters, 
after  fome  hefitation  and  a  fort  of 
filent  reference  to  one  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  laid  he  thought,  as  matters 
now  flood,  it  would  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  to  wait  their  anfwer  from  Paris  ; 

- — that  it  was  a  very  important 
period,  a  crifis  in  the  negotiation, 
the  refult  of  which  probably  would 
be  conclufive  as  to  its  fate,  and 
that  it  feemed  to  be  of  more  con- 
fequence  to  make  this  refult  as 
conformable  to  what  he  hoped  I 
was  convinced  were  as  much  their 
willies  as  mine,  than  to  walte  our 
time  in  difcuffions  which  were  ufe- 
lefs,  not  to  fay  more,  till  this  was 
afcertained. 

I  confined  myfelf,  in  mv  reply 
to  faying,  I  had  no  objection  what¬ 
ever  to  giving  to  the  French  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  a  paper,  ftating  the 
ftrong  motives  on  which  his  majefiy 
rejected  the  propofition  made  in 
their  note  of  the  15  th ;  and  that  as 
I,  on  my  part,  had  confidered  it  a 
duty  to  make  my  reports  as  con¬ 
ciliatory  as  was  confident  with  truth 
and  corredlnefs,  fo  I  heard,  with 
great  pleafure,  the  affurances  he 
gave  me  of  their  intending  to  obferve 
the  fame  line  of  conduct. 

That  as  we  feemed  perfectly 
agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  their 
producing  a  contr  e-projet ,  I  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fay  on  that  point,  except 
to  exprefs  my  moll  fineere  wilh 
that  it  would  foon  appear,  and 
when  it  did  appear,  be  fuch  a  one 
as  would  lead  to  a  fpeecly  and 
fatisfadtory  conclufion  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation. 

Rig ht  Hon ,  Lord  Grenyilk . 
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(No.  26.) — Note  from  Lord  Malmef- 
bury  to  the  French  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries. 

The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  majetly  has  tranfmit- 
ted  to  his  court  the  note  which  wai 
delivered  to  him  the  35th  of  this 
month,  by  the  minillers  plenipo* 
tentiary  of  the  French  republic ; 
and  having  received  the  orders  of 
the  king,,  his  mafter,  on  this  fubjedfe 
he  haftens  to  repeat  to  them,  in. 
writing,  conformably  to  the  defire 
which  they  have  exprefifed  to  him, 
the  following  reflections,  which  h© 
had  already  Hated  to  them  verbally, 
in  confequence  of  his  moll  pofitiv® 
inftrudtions. 

He  obferves,  in  the  firH  place, 
that  to  require  “  As  an  indifpen- 
“  fable  preliminary  of  negotiation 
u  for  peace  with  England,  the  con- 
<i  lent  of  his  Britannic  majefty  to 
a  the  formal  refutation  of  all  the 
“  pofleffions  which  he  occupies,  as 
“  well  thofe  of  the  French  repub- 
<c  licr  as  further  and  formally  thofe 
u  of  Spain  and  the  Batavian  re- 
u  public/'  is  to  wife  to  eftablife  a 
previous  condition,  which  excludes 
all  reciprocity,  refufes  to  the  king 
all  compenfation,  and  leaves  no  ob¬ 
ject  of  ulterior  negotiation. 

That  the  French  republic,  for¬ 
mally  authorized  by  its  allies  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  the  articles  of  peace  in  their 
name,  cannot  fairly  fet  up  its  par¬ 
tial  treaties,  with  them,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  reasonable  propofals  of 
peace,  fince  it  is  univerfally  under- 
Hood  that  the  contracting  parties 
always  preferve  the  power  to  mo¬ 
dify,  by  mutual  content,  the  con¬ 
ditions  by  which  they  may  be  en- 
1  gaged  to  each  other,  whenever  their 
common  interefts  may  requ.re  it 
eonfequently,.  the  propofition  made 

to 


/ 


334*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


to  the  king  of  a  general  and  gra¬ 
tuitous  refutation  as  an  indifpen- 
fable  preliminary,  would  neceffa- 
rily  impute  to  his  catholic  majeftv, 
and  to  the  Batavian  republic,  dif- 
pofitions  far  lefs  pacific  than  thofe 
which  animate  the  French  re¬ 
public. 

That  moreover,  in  confequence 
of  what  puffed  in  the  firft  confer¬ 
ences,  lord  Malmefbury  has  always 
thought  himfelf  entitled  to  expect 
that  the  king  his  matter  would  find 
a  compenfation  for  the  facrifices  he 
was  ready  to  make  for  peace,  by 
retaining  a  part  of  his  conquefts ; 
and  he  was  the  lefs  able  to  fore¬ 
fee  any  obftacle,  on  account  of  the 
Secret  articles  of  the  treaties  which 
bind  the  French  republic,  as  the 
principle  of  compenfation  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  a  formal  and  poli- 
tive  declaration,  made  in  the  name 
of  the  executive  diredory,  and  com- 
municated  in  an  official  note,  dated 
the  27th  of  November,  1796  ;  a  de¬ 
claration  pofierior  to  the  completion 
of  thofe  treaties. 

It  was,  therefore,  in  order  to  re¬ 
move,  as  much  as  poffible,  every 
difficulty,  that,  in  the  projet  of  a 
treaty,  which  lord  Malmefbury  has 
delivered  to  the  miniflers  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  French  republic,  the 
alternative  was  left  to  France  to 
fettle  this  compenfation  on  its  own 
poffeffions,  or  on  thofe  of  its  allies  : 
but  the  abfolute  refufal  of  this  al¬ 
ternative  appears  to  do  away  the 
only  poffible  means  of  conciliating 
every  intereft,  and  of  arriving  at 
an  honourable,  juft,  and  permanent 
peace. 

Lord  Malmefbury,  perfuaded  that 
fucb  cannot  be  the  intention  of  the 
French  government,  hopes,  that  in 
confequence  of  the  reafons  herein 
Hated,  a  condition  will  not  be  in¬ 


filled  upon,  to  which  his  Britannic 
majeftycan  by  no  means  content. 

He  again  requefls  the  miniflers 
plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re¬ 
public  to  accept  the  affurances  of 
his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 
Li/le ,  24th  July,  1797. 

(No.  27.)— Extrad  of  a  Difpatch- 
from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  Sunday, 
Augufl  6th,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

I  fully  expeded,  when  I  receiv¬ 
ed  the  inclofed  note  on  Friday,  that 
the  conference  propofed  was  to  ac¬ 
quaint  me  with  the  infirudions  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  diredory,  on  the 
note  I  had  given  in  near  a  fortnight 
ago,  as  an  anfwer  to  that  in  which 
the  reftitution  of  the  whole  of  his 
maje fly’s  conquefts  from  each  of 
his  enemies  is  required  as  an  indif- 
penfable  preliminary  to  all  negotia¬ 
tion. 

I  was  therefore  furprifed  and  dis¬ 
appointed,  when  I  had  taken  my 
place  at  the  conference,  to  hear 
from  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
that  the  letters  they  had  received 
that  morning  from  Paris  did  not 
bring  any  fpecific  reply  to  my  laft 
note,  but  only  went  to  inform  them 
that  the  diredory  had  taken  the 
fubjed  into  their  moft  ferious  confi¬ 
deration,  and  would  acquaint  them 
as  foon  as  poffible  with  the  refult.  - 
I  could  not  avoid  expreffing  my 
concern  and  furprife  that  there  ex- 
ifted  any  hefitation  whatever  in  the 
mind  of  the  diredory  on  a  point, 
which,  although  a  very  important, 
was  certainly  a  very  fiinple  one:— 
that  to  allow  it  to  remain  in  doubt 
whether  his  majefty  was  to  have 

any 


any  compenfation  or  not,  was  in 
other  words  to  leave  it  in  doubt 
whether  the  directory  h  nee  rely  meant 
peace  or  not: — and  that,  although 
I  was  very  far  from  wifhing  for  any 
improper  hade,  or  not  to  move  in 
a  matter  of  fuch  magnitude  with 
becoming  prudence  and  delibera¬ 
tion,  yet  I  could  not  forbear  la¬ 
menting  that  more  than  a  month 
had  now  elapfed  without  our  having 
advanced  a  fingle  hep,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  majefty  had,  in  the  very 
outlet  of  the  negotiation,  manifefted 
a  moderation  and  forbearance  un¬ 
precedented  under  Similar  circum- 
Itances : — that  anxious  as  I  was 
not  to  prejudice  it  by  any  reprefen- 
tations  of  mine,  I  mull  fay,  this 
delay  placed  me  in  a  very  aukward 
pofition,  as  1  really  did  not  per¬ 
ceive  how  I  could  account  for  it  in 
a  way  at  all  fatisfa&ory,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  was  quite  impoffible  for 
me  to  fuffer  a  longer  fpace  of  time 
to  pafs  over  without  writing  to  my 
court. 

One  of  the  French  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  expreffed  his  earned  wilh  that 
I  would  write  immediately  ;  he  was 
confident  this  delay  woeld  be  feen 
in  its  true  light;  and  added,  <4  Si 
nous  n’avan^ons  pas  a  pas  de  geaet, 
j'efpere  que  nous  marchons  d’un 
pas  fur/7- — And  another  of  them  re¬ 
peated  this  phrafe. 

I  expreffed  my  fincere  hope  this 
might  be  the  cafe,  but  it  would 
have  been  much  better  proved  by 
the  communication  of  the  counter 
project  they  had  in  a  manner  pledg¬ 
ed  themfelves  to  procure,  than  by 
any  vague  and  intermediate  affu- 
rances  of  what  might  poffibly  be 
the  refult  of  the  prefent  fufpenfion 
of  all  bulinefs.  They  obferved  to 
me,  that  the  counter  project  would 
®f  courfe  be  (virtually)  contained 


in  their  next  inflruiftions,  and  that 
their  only  motive  foi  wiihing  to 
fee  me  was,  to  convince  me  that 
this  delay  had  neither  originated 
with  them,  nor  been  occasioned  at 
Paris  by  any  want  of  attention  to 
this  important  bulinefs,  or  from 
any  caul'e  not  immediately  and 
clofely  conne&ed  with  it. 

I  deliied  to  know  from  them 
when  they  thought  it  probable  they 
fhould  receive  pofitive  and  explicit 
inltru&ions,  whether  in  three,  four, 
or  five  days  ? — They  faid,  it  would 
be  probably  eight  or  ten. — And 
one  of  them  obferved,  that  as  our 
not  meeting  more  frequently  gave 
rife  to  many  idle  rumours  and  fall® 
reports,  he  would  propole  to  me, 
if  I  had  no  objection,  to  meet  every 
other  day  at  two  o’clock:  that  it 
was  very  poffible  that  in  our  next 
two  or  three  meetings  we  might 
have  nothing  material  to  fay,  but 
that  we  fhould  get  better  acquainted, 
with  each  other,  and  in  our  conver- 
fations  mutually  fuggeft  ideas  which 
might  be  of  ufe. — -1  readily  confented 
to  this.  \ 

i  had  a  conference  again  this 
morning.  As  I  was  very  defirous- 
of  being  able  to  tranfmit  to  your 
lordihip  fotne  more  fatisfaclory  ac¬ 
count  as  to  the  motives  of  this  de¬ 
lay,  I  again  prelfed  the  French  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  on  this  point.  They 
each  of  them  repeated  what  they 
had  faid  before;  and  on  my  en¬ 
deavouring  to  make  them  feel  how 
impoffible  it  was  that  his  majefty 
fhould  not  be  hurt  at  this  demur  on 
fo  very  fimple  a  point,  one  of  them 
faid,  You  ought  to  augur  favour¬ 
ably  from  it ;  your  note  was  a  re- 
fufal  to  agrea  to  what  was  fiated  by 
the  directory  in  their  inftru&ions  tv 
us  as  a  fine  qud  non  : — if  the  direc¬ 
tory  were  determined  to  perlilt  in 

thi* 
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this  fine  qu&  non,  they  would  have 
faid  fo  at  once “  Je  vous  allure 
qu’ils  nous  anroient  promptement 
renvoye  le  courrier,”  were  his  words : 
—The  time  they  take  to  deliberate 
indicates  beyond  a  doubt  that  they 
are  looking  for  fome  temperament, 
and  it  fcarce  can  be  doubted  that 
one  will  be  found.— I  faid  I  was  well 
pleafed  to  hear  him  fay  this  ;  but 
that  ftill  he  muft;  be  aware  that  it 
would  not  be  an  eafy  talk  for  me  to 
make  my  difpatches  to-day  either 
interefting  or  fatisfaftory. 

Another  of  the  French  minifters 
faid,  that  he  really  believed  that  this 
would  be  the  only  great  impedi¬ 
ment  we  fhould  have  to  encounter, 
that  every  thing  would  goon  quick¬ 
ly  and  fmoothly,  and  that  I  muft 
admit  the  prefent  to  be  a  very  im¬ 
portant  and  difficult  point  in  the 
negotiation.  I  agreed  with  him 
entirely  as  to  its  importance,  but 
could  notacquiefce  as  to  its  difficulty. 

I  am  very  forry,  my  lord,  that 
in  fuch  a  moment,  and  after  wait¬ 
ing  fo  long,  I  lliould  not  be  able  to 
fend  you  more  explicit  and  decifive 
affurances ;  but  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  compel  the  French  nego¬ 
tiators  to  move  on  fafter.  All  I  can 
do  is  by  my  conduct  and  language 
to  take  care  that  no  part  whatever 
of  the  imputation  of  delay  fhoulcl 
attach  to  me.  I  have,  at  every 
conference  I  have  held,  always  de- 
dared  my  readinefs  to  proceed,  and 
I  (hall  not  fail  to  repeat  this  every 
time  we  meet. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenville . 

(No.  28.) — Note  from  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmef- 

bury. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  will  be  happy 


to  have  an  opportunity  of  convert 
iug  for  a  few  minutes  with  lord 
Malmefbury  ;  and  they  have  in  con- 
fequence  the  honour  of  propofing 
to  him  to  meet  them  at  two  o’clock 
to-day,  or  at  any  other  hour  which 
may  be  more  convenient  to  him,* 
and  which  he  will  have  the  goodnefs 
to  appoint. 

They  renew,  with  pleafure,  to 
lord  Malmefbury,  the  affurances  of 
their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

Hugues  B.  Maret. 

Colchen,  fee.  gen.  of 
the  Legation  of  the 
Republic,  Auguft  4, 

*797- 

Li/ie,  17  Ther  mid  or , 

5th  year  of- the  Republic. 

(dug.  4,  1 797  J 

(No.  29.) — Extratft  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  Aug.  14th, 

1 797- 

My  Lord, 

v'  ' 

In  confequence  of  the  refolution 
we  had  come  to,  to  meet  on  the 
days  of  the  arrival  of  the  poft  from 
Paris,  our  conferences  for  this  laft 
week  have  taken  place  regularly 
every  other  morning,  except  on 
Thurfday  the  10th  of  Auguft,  which, 
being  the  anniverfary  of  one  of 
their  national  feftivals,  the  French 
legation  could  not  attend. 

I  have  in  mine,  No.  17,  given 
your  lordfhip  an  account  of  every 
thing  which  paffed  in  thefe  con¬ 
ferences,  up  to  that  of  the  Sth. 
On  the  Sth  nothing  was  faid  at  all 
worth  tranfmitting,  except  an  inti¬ 
mation  flung  out  by  one  of  the' 
French  plenipotentiaries,  that  it 
would  be  neeefiary  to  take  into 
confederation  the  rights  of  neutral 

nations 
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nations  on  this  occafion.  But  as 
he  fpoke  very  vaguely,  and  in  ge¬ 
neral  terms,  I  did  not  choofe  to 
prefs  him  for  an  explanation,  as  I 
confider  it  more  judicious  to  avoid 
difcuftions  on  feparate  and  col¬ 
lateral  points,  and  not  to  enter 
into  negotiation  till  the  whole  can 
be  brought  under  deliberation  at 
once. 

What  paffied  on  the  12th,  was 
rather  more  interefting.  The  re¬ 
turn  of  Mr.  Wefley  afforded  me  a 
very  natural  opportunity  of  ex- 
preffing  the  impatience  with  which 
an  anfwer  to  my  lall  note  was  ex¬ 
pected  by  my  court;  that  three 
weeks  had  now  elapfed  fince  its 
tranfmiffion,  and  that,  although  I 
by  no  means  wiflied  to  infinuate, 
that  due  attention  had  not  been 
paid  to  fo  very  important  a  fubjeCt 
as  that  on  which  we  were  treating, 
yet  i  could  not  but  greatly  lament, 
that  day  after  day  fhould  be  allowed 
topafs  away,  without  our  proceeding 
at  all  in  the  great  bufmefs  for 
which  we  were  met.  One  of  the 
French  minifters  faid,  that  it  was 
impoffible  I  could  lament  this  de¬ 
lay  more  than  they  did  ;  that  they 
had  already  declared  to  me,  that  it 
was  occahoned  by  a  wifh  not  to 
create  but  remove  difficulties ;  and 
they  could  allure  me  pofitively, 
that  the  French  government  had  no 
other  ohjeCt  in  view,  and  that  I 
fhould  find,  when  once  we  began 
fairly  to  negotiate,  we  fhould  pro¬ 
ceed  very  rapidly. 

1  replied,  it  was  indeed  very  ma¬ 
terial  to  make  good  the  time  we 
had  loft.  The  French  minifter  an- 
fwered,  You  would  not  call  it  time 
loft,  if  you  knew  how  it  was  em¬ 
ployed.  On  my  expreffing,  by  my 
manner,  a  wifh  to  be  informed,  he 
went  on,  by  faying,  We  will  not 
Vol.  XXXIX. 
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fcruple  to  tell  you,  though  we  feel 
we  ought  not  yet  to  do  it  officially, 
that  we  are  confultino;  with  our  al- 
lies;  that  we  have  communicated 
to  them,  all  that  has  paffed  here ; 
we  have  ftated  that,  unlefs  they 
mean  to  continue  the  war,  they 
muft  releafe  us  from  our  engage* 
meats,  and  enable  us,  to  a  certain 
degree,  to  meet  your  propofals. 

The  conference  of  to-day  is  this 
moment  over.  One  of  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  informed  me,  that 
he  had  received  this  morning  a  let-* 
ter  from  the  prefident  of  the  di¬ 
rectory,  affuring  him,  that  in  four 
or  five  days  they  would  receive 
their  final  inftructions ;  and  he 
added  of  himfelf,  that  he  trufted 
thefe  would  be  fuel)  as  would  en¬ 
able  us  to  continue  our  work  with¬ 
out  any  further  interruption.  I 
faid,  I  hoped  thefe  inftruCtions 
would  be  in  fubftance  a  counter 
projeCt,  as  I  did  not  fee  how  any 
thing  fhort  of  one,  could  enable  us 
to  proceed  fo  rapidly  as  he  defcrib- 
ed.  He  agreed  with  me  entirely, 
and  allured  me,  that  both  he  and 
his  colleagues  had  repeatedly  ftated 
the  neceftity  of  a  counter  projeCt 
being  lent  them ;  and  he  obferved, 
that  he  really  thought  the  French 
government  might  have  forefeen 
every  thing  which  had  paffed,  and 
been  prepared  with  one  ;  and  that 
this  would  have  faved  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  time.  As  I  could  not 
myfelf  have  faid  more,  I  readily 
gave  a  full  affent  to  what  I  heard. 

(No.  30.)— ExtraCt  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord 
Malmelhury,  dated  Downing" 
ftreet,  Auguft  19,  1797. 

An  expreftion  mentioned  in  one 
of  your  lordfbip’s  laft  difpatehe3? 
*  Z  to 
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to  have’  alien  from  one  of  the 
French  plenipotentiaries,  leads  to 
the  prefumption  that  it  is  intended, 
on  the  part  of  France,  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  fome  propofal  about  the  na¬ 
vigation  of  neutral  powers  in  time 
of  war.  Your  lordfhip  will  heft 
judge  of  the  proper  opportunity  of 
exprefiing  his  majefty’s  decided  and 
unalterable  refolution  on  this  point, 
not  to  admit  of  any  propofal  for 
treating  with  bis  enemies  on  the 


which  truth  and  judice  require  o* 
fuch  an  occafion. 


(No.  31.) — Extract  from  the  Mef- 
fage  of  the  French  Directory  to 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred* 
Aug.  9th,  1797. 


In  fhort,  this  caufe  is  in  the 
fame  defpondency  in  which  alt 
good  citizens,  and  particularly  the 
defenders  of  the  country,  are,  at 
fubjedt  of  the  rights,  or  claims  of  feeing  deferred  at  the  very  moment 
neutral  powers.  when  its  conclufion  was  thought  to- 

The  only  other  remark  with  be  near  at  hand,  and  after  having 
which  I  have  to  trouble  your  lord-  bought  it  with  fo  much  blood  and 
Hi  ip  by  this  meflenger,  relates  to  an  fo  much  fullering — a  definitive 
exprefiion  in  the  late  meffage  of  the  peace,  which  the  heads  of  the  van- 
diredory  to  the  council  of  five  quifhed  coalition  at  length  folicited 
hundred,  which,  if  literally  taken,  in  good  earned,  when  its  conclu- 
eonveys  an  accufation  again!!  his  fion  was  expedied,  and  which  a  go- 
snajelly's  government,  that  fome  verament,  friendly  to  humanity* 
delay  has  arifen  on  the  part  of  this  were  dill  more  earned  to  con- 
country  in  the  negotiations  at  Lifle.  elude :  when,  all  on  a  fudden, 
This  is  fo  avowedly  contrary  to  buoyed  up  with  new  hopes,  reck- 
the  fad,  that  it  mud  be  confidered  oning  upon  a  general  diOolution  of 
as  impolTible  that  fuch  a  charge  the  government  by  the  failing  of 
could  be  intended  to  be  made,  by  a  its  dnances,  upon  its  dedrudion, 
government  which  had  at  that  mo-  upon  the  death  or  banifhment  of 
ment  delayed  for  three  weeks  mak-  its  braved  generals,  and  upon  the 
ing  any  anfwer  to  his  majelly's  difperfion  and  lofs  of  its  armies, 
dillind  and  liberal  proposals  of  thele  very  fame  coalefced  powers 
peace,  and  whole  plenipotentiaries  have  thrown  as  much  delay  into 
were  daily  apologiiing  to  your  lord-  the  negociations,  as  they  had  Ihewa 
blip  for  this  unbecoming,  and,  as  anxiety  to  bring  them  to  an  end. 

they  almod  confefs,  unaccountable  - - - • 

delay;  but  as  the  point  is  too  im-  (No.  3'2.)~ Copy  of  a  Difpateh 


portant  to  be  left  unnoticed,  it  is 
the  king's  pleafure  that  your  lord- 
iliip  fhould  prefent  a  note,  remark¬ 
ing  upon  the  lenfe  to  which  thefe 
words  are  liable,  expreding  your 
perluafion  that  fuch  cannot  he  the 


from  Lord  Malmelbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  Augufl 
22,  1797. 

My  lord, 

In  my  conference  of  this  morning, 


intention  with  which  they  were  I  took  an  opportunity  of  remarking 
tiled,  but  alking  on  the  part  of  to  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  on 
your  court  an  explanation  to  that  the  very  unfair  and  extraordinary 
effedl,  which  cannot  be  refilled  aflertion  which  had  appeared  in  the 
without  a.  violation  of  every  thing  meffage  of  the  9th  inftant,  from 
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trie  dire^lory  to  the  council  of  iive 
hundred,  viz.  “  Que  les  puillances 
eoalifees  onf  mis  autant  de  lenteur 
dans  les  negotiations,  qu’ellesavoient 
montre  de  l’ardeur  pour  les  terminer/' 
I  obferved  to  them,  that  I  had  or¬ 
ders  from  my  court  to  afk  a  pre- 
eife  explanation,  whether  this  ac¬ 
cusation  of  delay  was  meant  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  manner  in  which  his 
xnajcfty  had  conduded  the  nego¬ 
tiation  at  Lille,  and  if  it  was  fo 
meant,  to  declare  that  no  accufa- 
tion  was  ever  more  deftitute  of 
foundation*  nor  a  wider  deviation 
from  the  real  fad*  I  faid  1  was 
perfedly  ready  to  abide  by  their 
determination  on  this  point,  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  was  impolfible  for 
them  not  to  acknowledge  that  the 
delay  (if  there  had  been  any  blame - 
able  delay),  refted  with  the  French 
government,  and  not  with  his  ma- 
jefty.  The  French  plenipotentia¬ 
ries  admitted  this  to  be  molt  ftrid- 
3y  true;  that  the  phrafe  I  had 
quoted  was  an  ill-judged  one,  and 
mal  recligee ;  but  that  it  could  not 
in  any  point  of  view  whatever  be 
confirmed  as  applying  to  Eng¬ 
land;  and  they  were  ready  to  fay, 
that  when  it  was  written,  the  di¬ 
rectory  alluded  folely  to  the  court 
of  Vienna;  that  they  could  allure 
me  they  had  been  very  faithful  in 
their  reports,  and  that  when  they 
faid  this,  it  was  faying  in  other 
words,  that  I  had  carried  on  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  with  as  much  expedition 
as  poffible,  and  that  if  it  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  flowly  for  this  laft  month, 
the  llownefs  arofe  on  their  fide  and 
not  on  mine. 

I  faid  I  could  not  for  an  inftant 
call  in  queftion  their  feelings  on  this 
point ;  it  was  the  infinuation  con¬ 
veyed  in  the  meiTage,  and  which 
had  gone  over  Europe,  that  it  was 
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necefiary  for  me  to  clear  up,  and 
to  know  whether  the  diredory 
thought  and  felt  as  they  did.  One 
of  the  French  minifters,  with  very 
drorig  expreffions,  allured  me  the 
directory  certainly  did  think  and 
feel  like  them;  that  no  unfair  or 
infidious  allufion  was  meant,  and 
added,  “  Que  ce  melfage  etoit  fait 
pour  ftimuler  les  confeils.*  1  went 
on  by  obferving,  it  was /very  effen- 
tial  for  me  to  have  this  fully  ex¬ 
plained,  and  that  I  fhould  give 
them  in  a  note  to  this  effed ;  they 
requefted  I  would  not,  it  would 
lead  to  difagreeable  difcuffions,  and 
would  not  anfwer  the  end  f  pro- 
pofed.  They  would  take  upon 
themfelves  now  to  allure  me  in  the 
name  of  the  diredory,  that  nothing 
at  all  fimilar  to  the  conftrudion  I 
put  on  the  phrafe  was  intended, 
and  that  as  foon  as  they  could  re¬ 
ceive  an  anfwer  to  the  report  they 
fhould  make  of  to-day’s  converfa- 
tion,  they  would  fay  the  fame  from 
the  diredory  itfelf. 

I  hope,  my  lord,  I  have,  there¬ 
fore,  by  obtaining  this  very  precife 
and  formal  difavowal  of  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  fix  any  imputation  of  delay 
on  his  majefly’s  government,  ful¬ 
filled  the  objed  of  my  inftrudions 
on  this  particular  point.  If,  when 
the  French  plenipotentiaries  fpeak 
from  the  diredory,  the  difavowal 
fhould  not  be  equally  fatisfadory 
and  complete,  I  then  will  not  fail, 
according  to  your  lordlhip’s  order, 
to  give  in  a  note. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury* 
Right  Hon .  Lord  Grenville . 


(No.  33.) — Extrad  of  a  Letter 
from  Lord  Malmelbury  to  Lord 
*  2  2  Grenville, 
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Grenville,  dated  Lille,  Auguft  Dutch  anfwer  had  been,  what  ob- 
22,  1797.  jedtions  the  directory  had  made  to 


The  four  conferences  I  have  held 
■with  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
fince  I  wrote  to  your  lordlhip  on 
the  4th  inftant,  will  not,  I  fear, 
furnilh  very  intereding  materials 
for  a  difpatch. 

Our  conference  of  this  morning 
was  principally  employed  in  what 
I  have  related  in  my  other  dif¬ 
patch  ;  but  the  French  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  allured  me,  that  by  Thurs¬ 
day,  or  at  the  la  tell  by  Saturday, 
they  expeded  to  receive  their  long- 
expeded  melTenger. 


(No.  34.) — Extrad  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmelbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lille,  Aug.  29, 

1 797- 

I  am  extremely  forry  to  be  forced 
to  announce  to  year  lordlhip,  that 
frelh  delays  occur  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  negotiation. 

The  French  plenipotentiaries  in¬ 
formed  me  at  our  conference  yeder- 
day,  that  the  lad  anfwer  from  Hol¬ 
land  was  fo  unfatisfadory,  that  the 
diredory  had  ordered  the  minider 
for  foreign  affairs  to  return  it  to 
the  Dutch  miniders  at  Paris  ;  that 
the  Dutch  miniders  could  not  take 
upon  themfelves  to  alter  it  in  the 
way  the  diredory  propofed,  but 
had  been  obliged  to  refer  to  their 
government  for  new  orders;  and 
that  therefore,  fuppodng  no  time 
to  be  loft  in  the  deliberation  on  this 
fubjed  at  the  Hague,  it  would  be 
at  lead  a  week  from  to-day  before 
any  farther  account  could  be  re¬ 
ceived  here. 

After  lamenting  this  imexpeded 
procraftination  of  our  bufinefs,  I 
exprelled  a  wilh  to  know  what  the 


it,  and  the  alteration  they  were  de- 
drous  it  fhould  undergo. 

One  of  the  French  plenipoten* 
tiaries  faid,  it  had  not  been  com¬ 
municated  to  them,  but  that  he  un~ 
derdood  it  was  complexe ,  louche,  et 
pen  fatisfaifante. — That  the  direc¬ 
tory  expeded  it  fhould  be  clear  and 
didind,  and  fuch  an  one  as  would 
enable  them  to  fend  fuch  inftruc- 
tions  here,  as  would  allow  us  to  go 
on  with  the  negotiation  in  a  way 
to  recover  the  time  we  had  loft. 


^No  35.) — Extrad  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmelbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lide,  Sept.  5? 
1797- 
My  lord, 

I  fhould  have  conddered  what 
has  palled  in  our  conferences,  lince 
I  lad  had  the  honour  of  writing  to 
your  lorddiip  by  Mr.  Welley,  as 
in  itfelf  too  unimportant  to  autho- 
rife  me  to  difpatch  a  meflenger,  but 
that  in  general  I  think  it  my  duty 
never  to  leave  your  lordlhip  more 
than  a  week  without  hearing  from 
me ;  and  I  was  alfo  glad  of  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  acknowledge  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  your  lordfhip's  difpatch, 
No.  23,  which  was  delivered  to  me 
by  the  melfenger  Shaw,  on  the  31ft 
Auguft,  at  10  p.  m« 

Nothing  but  common  converfa- 
tion  paded  in  oar  conferences  of 
the  30th  Auguft,  and  of  the  ill 
September.  In  that  of  the  3d,  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  confirmed 
what  they  had  taken  upon  them¬ 
felves  to  allure  me  on  the  22d  Au¬ 
guft,  in  confequence  of  the  repre- 
fentation  I  had  your  lordlhip’s  or¬ 
ders  to  make  on  the  expreffions 
employed  by  the  diredory,  in  their 

meftfage 
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melfage  of  the  gtli  Auguft  to  the 
councils,  and  which  expreffions  ap¬ 
peared  to  fix  an  imputation  of  de¬ 
lay  on  his  majefty’s  government  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation. 
They  faid  that  they  had  reported 
to  the  diredory  what  I  obferved 
on  this  fubjed,  and  that  they  were 
now  charged  to  repeat  what  1  had 
already  heard  from  them,  and  to 
declare  that  no  intention  fimilar  to 
that  I  fuppofed  ever  exifted  on  the 
part  of  the  diredory. 

In  our  conference  of  this  morn¬ 
ing,  although  I  had  reafon  to  ex- 
ped  that  the  anfvver  from  the 
Hague  was  arrived  at  Paris,  yet  it 
was  not  admitted  by  the  French 
plenipotentiaries. 


(No.  36.) — Extrad  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lille,  gth  Sept. 

1797- 

I  need  not  fay  that  the  two  con¬ 
ferences  which  have  been  held  fince 
I  difpatched  the  melfenger  Brooks, 
were  not  likely,  under  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  this  country,  to 
afford  any  thing  extremely  im¬ 
portant  or  interefting. 

In  that  of  Thurfday  the  7th, 
one  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
began,  on  my  entering  the  room., 
by  announcing  a  with  that  the  great 
event  which  had  taken  place  at 
Paris,  fhould  not  interrupt  for  a 
long  time  our  negotiation,  or  de- 
ftroy  the  pleating  profped  we  had 
of  its  foon  terminating  fuccefsful- 
ly  ;  and  from  his  manner  I  clearly 
faw,  he  meant  to  convey  the  idea 
that  it  was  his  opinion  it  would 
not.  I  endeavoured  to  difcover, 
whether  he  fpoke  in  confequence 
of  any  private  intelligence  he  had 
Received  from  Paris,  or  fimply  from 
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his  own  private  judgment,  and  I 
found  it  was  entirely  from  the 
latter. 

In  our  conference  of  this  morn¬ 
ing,  he  laid  they  were  ftill  without 
any  letters  from  M.  Talleyrand 
(which  rather  furprifed  him);  but 
he  could  allure  me,  with  certainty, 
that  by  Monday  they  Ihould  be  em¬ 
powered  to  go  on  with  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  and  that  I  might  fafely  fay 
fo  to  my  court. 

(No.  37.) — Extrad-  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord 
Malmefbury,  dated  Downing- 
ftreet,  September  11,  1797, 

Your  lordfhipT  difpatches  by  the 
melTenger,  Shaw,  were  received 
here  this  morning. 

It  would  be  premature  in  the 
prefent  moment,  to  enter  into  any 
reafoning  on  the  effed  which  the 
extraordinary  events  at  Paris  may 
be  expeded  to  have  on  the  import¬ 
ant  negotiation  with  which  your 
lordlhip  is  charged.  A  very  few 
days  muft  now  probably  Ihew,  in 
the  mod;  unequivocal  manner,  what 
are  the  views  which  are  entertained 
by  the  now  predominant  party  at 
Paris,  refpeding  the  queftion  of 
peace  or  war  with  Great  Britain: 
and  it  becomes  his  majedy’s  go¬ 
vernment  to  wait  the  event,  with 
the  fame  defire  for  accommodation 
on  reafonahle  terms,  and  the  lame 
firmntfs,  with  refped  to  undue  and 
intuiting  demands,  which  has  adu- 
ated  every  part  of  the  eondud  held 
by  your  lordftiip. 


(No.  38.) — Copy  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord 
#  7*  3  Grenville* 
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Grenville,  dated  Lille,  Monday, 

September  11,  1797* 

My  lord, 

On  my  going  to  the  conference 
this  morning,  the  French  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  informed  me  that  the 
whole  French  legation  was  recall¬ 
ed,  and  that  Mefirs.  Treilhard  and 
Bonnier  d'Alco  were  appointed  in 
their  room.  They  laid,  their  or¬ 
ders  were  to  communicate  this 
event  to  me  immediately,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  add,  in  the  name  of 
the  French  government,  that  this 
alteration,  in  the  choice  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiators,  would  not  produce  any 
whatever  in  the  difpotition  of  the 
diredory,  to  bring  the  negotiation 
to  a  happy  iffue. 

I  allured  them  I  was  extremely 
forry  to  hear  that  they  were  recall¬ 
ed.  That  we  had  hitherto  aded  to¬ 
gether  fo  cordially,  that  it  was  to 
be  lamented  any  circumftances 
had  arifen,  which  made  the  French 
government  think  it  advifeable  to 
T>ut  the  negotiation  into  other 
hands. 

That  I  received  with  fatisfadion 
what  they  told  me,  as  to  the  fenti- 
ments  manifefted  by  the  diredory, 
relative  to  the  negotiation,  and  that 
I  could  allure  them,  they  were  fuch 
as  certainly  exilted  in  the  bread;  of 
my  royal  mailer.  • 

I  then  fuggeded  to  them,  whe¬ 
ther  it  would  not  be  proper  to  give 
me  an  official  note  on  this  occafion, 
fince  it  made  a  very  marked  period 
in  the  negotiation;  and  as  they 
perfedly  agreed  with  me  on  the 
propriety  of  this,  they  fent  me  that 
J  now  enclofe. 

I  confider  this  event  as  fo  mate¬ 
rial,  that  I  do  not  lofe  a  moment  in 
difpatching  one  of  my  fervants  to 
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England,  as  I  have  at  prefent  no 
medenger  with  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Malmesbury. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenville . 


(No.  39.) — Note  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Mal- 
melbury. 

The  miniders  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic,  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  inform  lord  Malmefbury, 
that  they  have  received,  by  this 
day's  pod,  a  decree  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  diredory,  fignifying  their  rer 
call,  and  the  nomination  of  citiT 
£ens  Treilhard  and  Bonnier  to  fuc- 
ceed  them,  and  to  continue  the 
negotiations  entered  upon  with 
England. 

The  minider  for  foreign  affairs, 
in  fending  to  the  underligned  mi¬ 
niders  plenipotentiary  this  decree 
of  the  directory,  of  the  •i'id  of  this 
month,  orders  them  to  wait  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  their  fuccelTors.  It  alfo  di- 
reds  them  to  inform  the  minider 
plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jedy,  that  the  change  of  the  nego¬ 
tiators  does  not  carry  with  it  any 
change  in  the  difpofition  of  the  di¬ 
redory,  with  regard  to  the  negotia¬ 
tion. 

The  miniders  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic,  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  renew  to  lord  Malmelbury 
the  adurances  of  their  high  confi* 
deration. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

Hugues  B.  Maret, 
Li  fie,  25th  Frudidor, 

$th  year  of  the  Republic , 

September  11,  1797. 

COLCHEX, 

fee.  gen.  of  the  legation. 

(No.  40.) 
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(No.  40.) — Note  from  Lord  Malmef-  ' 
bury  to  the  French  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries. 

The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  majefty  has  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  note  which  the  minifters  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  the  French  republic 
have  addreffed  him,  communicating 
the  decree  of  the  executive  directo¬ 
ry,  which  fignifies  their  recall  and 
the  nomination  of  tiro  minifters 
deftined  to  fueceed  them,  and  to 
continue  the  negotiations  already 
commenced.  He  receives  at  the 
fame  time,  with  falisfaCtion,  and 
will  tranfmit  without  delay,  to  his 
court,  the  affurance,  that  this 
change  of  the  negotiators  does  not 
bring  with  it  any  change  in  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  directory,  as  to  the 
negotiation. 

Lord  Malmelbury,  in  thanking 
the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  for  this  communi¬ 
cation,  begs  them  to  be  perfuaded 
of  his  peribnal  regret  on  account  of 
their  departure,  and  to  accept  the 
affurances  of  his  high  conlidera- 
tion. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Lijle,  Sept.  ia,  1797. 


(No.  41.) — Extract  of  a  Difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmelbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Li.fte*  17th  Sep¬ 
tember,  1797. 

My  lord. 

The  new  French  plenipotentia¬ 
ries,  Meftrs.  Treilhard  and  Bonnier 
d’Alco,  with  their  principal  fecre- 
tary,  M.  Derche,  and  two  private 
lecretaries,  arrived  here  at  live 
e/clock  A.  M.  on  Wednesday  the 
13th  inltant.  At  eleven,  A.  M. 
they  feat  M.  Derche  to  acquaint 


me  with  their  arrival,  and  to  en¬ 
quire  at  what  hour  I  would  receive 
their  vifit,  In  confequence  of  my 
faying  whenever  it  was  convenient 
to  them,  they  came  immediately, 
attended  by  Meftrs.  Le  Tourneur, 
Maret,  and  Colchen. 

On  taking  leave,  M.LeTour- 
neur  came  forward  and  faid  to  me, 
in  his  name  and  that  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  that  they  could  not  termi¬ 
nate  their  million  without  exprefs- 
ing  the  fa tis faction  they  had  felt 
from  the  opennefs  and  candour 
(■lop ante  et  j ran chife)  with  which  I 
had  aCted  during  the  whole  of  the 
negotiation,  or  take  leave  of  me, 
without  exprefting  their  lincere  per- 
fonal  regrets  ;  that  the  recollection 
of  my  conduCt  would  always  be  a- 
greeable  to  them,  and  that  it  had 
given  me  the  ftrongeft  title  to  their 
efteem  and  good  withes. 

After  giving  the  new  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  as  much  time  as  was  neeefiary 
to  return  to  their  own  houfe,  I  fent 
Mr.  Rofs  to  alk  at  what  hour  1  might 
return  their  vifit ;  and  in  confequence 
of  their  anfw,er,  I  went  to  them, 
attended  by  lord  Morpeth  and  Mr. 
Ellis. 

1  took  an  opportunity  -of  return¬ 
ing  the  compliment  M.  Le  Tour¬ 
neur  had  made  me;  and  I  mult  in 
juftice  repeat,  my  lord,  what  1  have 
already  faid,  that  his  conduct  and 
that  of  his  colleagues  has,  in  every 
point  which  has  depended  on  them, 
been  perfectly  fair  and  honourable, 
and  in  no  inftance  contrary  to  the 
principles  they  announced,  and  the 
profeftions  they  made.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  impoftible  for  me  not  to  regret 
them,  and  not  to  confider  the 
change  of  negotiators  at  leaft  as  a 
very  unpleafant,  if  not  a  very  un¬ 
fortunate  incident. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

*£4  (No. 


/ 
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(No.  42.) — Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from 

Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  dated  Lifle,  17th  September, 
1 797- 

My  lord, 

I  dial  1  endeavour  in  this  difpatch, 
to  give  your  lordfhip  as  eircum- 
itantial  an  account,  as  my  memory 
will  allow  me  to  do,  of  what  has 
puffed  in  the  two  conferences  I  have 
held  with  the  new  French  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries. 

In  that  of  Friday  the  14th,  after 
communicating  to  me  the  arrit  of 
the  directory,  appointing  them  to 
fucceed  Meffrs.  Le  Tourneur  and 
3\Iaret,  and  empowering  them  to 
continue  the  negotiation  with  me, 
one  of  them  began  by  making  the 
ffrongeft  affurances  of  the  fincere 
defire  entertained  by  the  diredory 
for  peace.  He-  obferved,  that  if 
this  defire  had  mamfefted  itfelf  fo 
ftrongly  at  a  moment  when  the 
two  great  authorities  of  the  coun¬ 
try  were  at  variance,  it  muff  na¬ 
turally  become  ftronger,  and  be  ex¬ 
erted  with  more  effed,  when  all  fpi- 
rit  of  divifion  was  fuppreffed,  and 
when  the  government  was  ftrength- 
ened  bv  the  perfed  concord  which 
now  reigns  between  all  its  branches  : 
that  the  firff  and  moff  material 
point  to  be  afcertained  in  every  ne¬ 
gotiation,  was  the  extent  of  the  full 
powers  with  which  the  negotiators 
are  veiled ;  that  I  ffiould  find 
theirs  to  be  very  ample  ;  and  that, 
as  it  was  neceffary  for  the  fuccefs  of 
our  difcufiions  that  mine  ffiould  be 
equally  fo,  they  had  it  in  com¬ 
mand  to  prefen t  a  note,  the  objed 
of  w  hich  was  to  enquire,  whether  I 
was  authorized  to  treat  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  a  general  reftitution  of 
every  poffeffion  remaining  in  his 


majefty’s  hands,  not  only  belonging 
to  them,  but  to  their  allies  ;  that 
I  was  not  unacquainted  with  theii? 
laws  and  with  their  treaties  ;  that  a 
great  country  could  not  on  any  ac- 
cafion  act  in  contradidion  to  them  ; 
and  that,  aware  as  I  muff  be  of 
this,  I  could  not  but  exped  the 
queffion  contained  in  the  note, 
neither  could  I  conffder  the  requi- 
fftion  of  an  explicit  anfwer,  previ¬ 
ous  to  entering  upon  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  as  arifing  from  any  other  mo¬ 
tive  than  that  of  the  moft  perfed 
wifti,  on  the  part  of  the  diredorv, 
to  bring  it  to  a  fuccefsful,  and,  above 
all,  to  a  fpeedy  conclulion. 

I  replied,  that  if,  alter  what  l 
heard,  I  could  allow  myfelf  to  hope 
for  fuch  an  event  as  he  feemed  to 
think  probable,  or  give  any  credit  to 
the  pacific  difpofitions  he  announced 
on  the  part,  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  fuch  hope  muff  arife  folely 
from  the  confidence  l  might  place  in 
his  affurances  ;  fince  the  meafure  it¬ 
felf  now  adopted  by  the  diredory, 
was  certainly  calculated  to  make  a 
diredly  contrary  impreffion  on  my 
mind  ;  that  I  could  not  conceal 
from  him,  that,  far  from  expeding 
fuch  a  queffion,  its  being  now  put 
furprized  me  beyond  meafure,  and 
ffill  more  fo,  when  from  his  com¬ 
ment  upon  it  I  was  to  infer,  that  he 
wilhed  me  to  confider  it  as  tending 
to  promote  a  fpeedy  pacification  ; 
that  the  queffion  exprefled  in  the 
note  he  had  delivered  (for  he  had 
given  it  to  me,  and  1  had  read  it 
over  as  he  ended  his  fpeecb)  was 
word  for  word  the  fame  as  that  put 
to  me  by  his  predeceffors  fo  long 
ago  as  the  14th  July;  that  on  the 
35th  I  had,  from  my  own  autho¬ 
rity,  given  an  anfwer,  and  that  this 
anfwer  I  confirmed  fully  and  di- 
ffindly  by  order  of  my  court  on 
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the  24th  July  >  that  thefe  notes  had 
to  the  prefent  hour  remained  unno¬ 
ticed,  and  a  delay  of  two  months 
had  occurred  ;  that  the  reafons  al¬ 
igned  for  this  delay  were,  as  I  was 
repeatedly  told,  a  decided  refolu* 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  to  Men  to  the  reafonable 
propofols  made  by  his  majelty  ;  but 
that  being  bound  by  their  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  court  of  Madrid 
and  the  Batavian  republic,  and 
wilhing  to  treat  their  allies  with 
due  confideration,  they  were  de- 
firous  of  confulting  with  them  pre¬ 
vious  to  any  pofitive  declaration, 
and  obtaining  from  them  a  volun- 
tar}  releafe  from  thofe  engage¬ 
ments,  fufficient  to  enable  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  here  to  ad¬ 
mit  the  balls  his  majetiy  had  efta- 
blifhed,  and  to  ground  on  it  all  fu¬ 
ture  difcuffions  which  might  arife 
in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation  ; 
that  if  he  had  read  over  the  papers 
left,  undoubtedly,  in  his  poffeflion 
by  his  predeceffors,  he  would  find 
what  1  Hated  to  be  ftridly  true  ; 
and  that  of  courfe  it  could  not  be 
difficult  to  account  for  my  furprife, 
when,  after  being  told  that  he  and 
his  colleague  were  to  take  up  the 
negotiation  precifely  where  they 
found  it,  it  now  became  evident, 
that  it  was  to  be  flung  back  to  the 
very  point  from  which  we  darted, 
and  flung  hack  in  a  way  which 
feemed  to  threaten  a  conclufion 
very  different  from  that  he  fore¬ 
told. 

I  fliall  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
French  minifter  through  the  very 
elaborate  and  certainly  able  fpeecb 
he  made  in  reply,  with  a  view  to 
convince  me,  that  the  enquiry  into 
the  extent  of  my  full  powers  was 
the  ftrongefl  proof  the  diredory 
could  furnifti  of  their  pacific  mten- 
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tion,  and  the  fhorteft  road  they 
could  take  to  accomplifli  the  deflr- 
ecl  end.  It  was  in  older  to  give 
adivity  to  the  negotiation  (a&iver 
was  his  word),  and  to  prevent  its 
ftasnatinv,  that  this  demand  was 
made  fo  fpecifically ;  and  he  inti¬ 
mated  to  me,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  the  directory  to  proceed,  till  a 
full  and  fatisfadory  anfwer  had 
been  given  to  it.  I  interrupted  him 
here,  by  faying,  their  manner  of 
adling  appeared  to  me  calculated  to 
decide  the  negotiation  at  once,  not 
to  give  it  activity,  fince  it  muft  he 
known,  I  could  not  have  powers  of 
the  defcription  he  alluded  to  ;  and 
even  fuppofing  I  had,  the  admit¬ 
ting  it  would  be  in  fad  neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  a  complete  avow¬ 
al  of  the  principle  itfelf,  which 
once  agreed  on,  nothing  would  be 
left  to  negotiate  about.  The  other 
French  plenipotentiary  interpofed 
here,  by  faying,  “  that  would  not 
be  the  cafe;  many  articles  would 
ftill  remain  to  be  propofed,  and 
many  points  for  important  difcuf- 
fion.”  J  faid,  every  word  I  heard 
feemed  to  prefent  frelh  difficulties. 
Without  replying  to  me,  the  firft- 
mentioned  minifter  went  on  by  en¬ 
deavouring  to  prove,  that  the  a- 
vowa!  of  having  powers  to  a  certain 
extent,  did  not  imply  the  neceffity 
of  exercifing  them  ;  that  it  was  the 
avowal  alone  for  which  they  con¬ 
tended,  in  order  to  determine  at 
once  the  form  the  negotiation  was 
to  take;  that  the  note,  and  the 
time  prescribed  in  it,  were  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  molt  pofitive  or* 
ders  from  the  diredory ;  and  that 
if  I  drew  from  it  a  conclufion  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  afiurances they  had 
made  me  in  the  name  of  the  direc* 
tory,  l  did  not  make  the  true  infer¬ 
ence.  I  replied,  that,  although  the 

preferring 
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prefcribing  the.  day  on  which  the 
queftion  was  put  to  me,  as  the  term 
within  which  I  was  to  give  my  an- 
fwer  to  it,  was  both  a  very  unufual 
and  abrupt  mode  of  proceeding, 
yet  as  a  day  was  much  more  than 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe,  I  fhould 
forbear  making  any  particular  re¬ 
mark  on  this  circumftance  :  that  as 
to  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from 
the  pofitive  manner  in  which  they 
appeared  to  maintain  the  queftion 
put  to  me,  I  really  could  not  make 
it  different  from  that  I  had  already 
expreffed :  that  the  reverting,  after 
an  interval  of  two  months,  to  a 
queftion  already  anfwered,  and 
which  queftion  involved  the  fate  of 
the  negotiation,  certainly  could  not 
be  coniidered  as  wearing  a  very 
conciliatory  appearance  :  that  in  re¬ 
gard  to  my  anfwer,  it  could  not  be 
different  from  that  I  had  given  be¬ 
fore  :  that  my  full  powers,  which 
were  in  their  hands,  were  as  exten- 
five  as  any  could  he,  and  it  did  not 
depend  on  me  to  give  them  more 
orlefs  latitude ;  but  that  in  fait  their 
queftion  went  not  to  the  extent  of 
my  full  powers,  but  to  require  of 
me  to  declare  the  nature  of  my  in- 
ftrudions ;  and  on  this  point  they 
certainly  would  forgive  me,  if  I  did 
not  fpeak  out,  till  fuch  time  as  the 
eircumftances  of  the  negotiation 
called  upon  me  to  do  it. 

The  French  minifter  ftrove  to 
prove  to  me,  what  he  had  before 
attempted,  that  the  claiming  a 
right  of  enquiry  into  the  nature  of 
the  difcretionary  authority  confided 
in  a  minifter,  by  no  means  implied 
an  intention  of  requiring  of  him  to 
adt  up  to  its  utmoft  limits.  I  ob- 
ferved,  if  no  fuch  intention  exifted, 
why  inftitute  the  enquiry?  and  if 
it  did  exift,  why  not  fay  lo  at  once  ? 
—He  faid,  what  we  now  afk  is  lit¬ 


tle  more  thq.n  a  matter  of  form ; 
when  you  have  given  us  your  an¬ 
fwer,  we  fhall  follow  it  up  by  an¬ 
other  ftep,  which  we  are  ordered 
to  take.  I  faid,  my  anfwer  was 
given  two  months  ago ;  that  al¬ 
though  I  was  ready  to  give  it  them 
again,  and  in  writing,  as  one  to 
their  note,  yet,  as  it  could  not  be 
different,  I  did  not  fee  why  they 
fhould  not  proceed  immediately  to 
the  other  ftep,  by  which  1  was  told 
the  queftion  was  to  be  followed  up. 
It  would  be  premature,  faid  the 
French  minifter;  but  in  drawing 
up  your  anfwer,  do  not  forget  the 
force  of  the  arguments  I  have  ufed, 
or  in  your  report  to  your  court,  the 
affurances  we  have  given  of  the 
earned;  wifh  of  the  directory  to  ter¬ 
minate  the  war. 

I  replied,  that  I  ftill  mu  ft  main¬ 
tain,  that,  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  thought  proper  to  de¬ 
fine  full  powers,  1  could  fee  no  di~ 
ltindlion  between  acknowledging 
the  power  and  admitting  tire  prin¬ 
ciple;  and  that  the  queftion  itfelf 
could  not  be  put  with  any  other  in¬ 
tention. — (Your  lordlhip  will  ob« 
ferve,  from  the  fubfequent  notes 
which  pafied  between  us,  that  1  was 
perfectly  grounded  in  this  after- 
tion.)  That  in  my  reports,  they 
might  be  fully  allured  1  fhould  ail 
up  to  that  conciliatory  fpirit  which 
from  the  earlieft  period  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation,  had  always  decided  my 
conduct ;  and  that,  inaufpicious  as 
appearances  were,  I  certainly  would 
be  careful  not  to  make  them  look 
hoftile.  At  the  word  hoftile,  both 
the  French  plenipotentiaries  were 
mod;  warm  in  their  proteftations, 
that  nothing  could  be  lefs  fo;  that 
the  idea  of  the  negotiation  break¬ 
ing  off  was  as  far  from  their 
thoughts  as  from  their  wifhes.  I 
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(kid,  that  although  I  heard  this 
with  pleafure,  yet  I  could  not  a- 
^oid  adverting  to  fads,  and  that 
when,  inftead  of  an  anl'wer,  and  the 
favourable  anl’wer  which  I  had 
every  reafon  to  exped,  I  received 
only  the  repetition  of  a  demand 
which  had  been  already  latisfied 
two  months  ago,  I  certainly  could 
not  think  this  a  good  omen,  Jf  it 
.did  not  bode  an  immediate  rupture 
'  of  the  treaty,  jt  affuredly  did  not  an¬ 
nounce  a  near  and  fuccefsful  ter¬ 
mination  of  it.  The.  above-men¬ 
tioned  miniher  perfilted  I  was  mil- 
taken  ;  that  the  bufinefs  would  end 
fpeedily  ;  that  fpeed  was  their  wiih, 
and  fpeed  with  peace  for  its  ob- 
jed. 

On  breaking  up  our  conference, 
1  faid,  that  I  took  it  for  granted  we 
Ihould  meet  again  at  the  ufual  hour, 
on  Sunday,  lie  faid,  that  perhaps 
it  might  not  be  neceflary,  but  that 
they  certainly  would  let  me  know 
in  time ;  and  this  conveyed  to  me 
the  firh  idea  of  what  has  fince 
taken  place. 

I  inclofe  yourlordfliip  the  note  A, 
I  received  in  this  conference  from 
the  French  plenipotentiaries,  and 
the  anfwer  B,  which  I  made  to  it 
yeherday  morning  at  10  A.  M. 

At  6  P.  M.  the  note  C  was  tranf- 
mitted  to  me;  to  which  at  8  P.  M. 
I  returned  the  anfwer  D,  by  Mr. 
Rofs,  whom  I  fent  in  order  that  he 
might  bring  me  the  pall  ports  I  alked 
for ;  but  at  a  quarter  before  10  P.M. 
M.  Derche,  iecretary  of  the  French 
legation,  delivered  to  me  the  paper 
marked  E;  and  this  morning  at  Q, 
A.  M.  1  replied  by  the  note  F, 
which  immediately  produced  that 
marked  G. 

The  notes  fent  me  by  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  fpeak  for  them- 


felves ;  and  it  is  unneceffiary  to  enter 
into  any  reflexions  on  them.  I  am 
willing  to  hope  that  the  anfwers  I 
have  made  were  fuch  as  became 
the  fituation  in  which  I  hand,  the 
importance  of  the  caufe  entruhed 
to  me,  and  the  heady  but  temperate 
condud  which  the  fpirit  of  my  in- 
hrudions  injoius  me  to  hold. 

It  was  my  wiih  to  give  every 
opening  to  the  French  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  to  recal  the  violent  hep  they 
had  taken;  and,  if  pohible,  to  con¬ 
vince  them  of  its  extreme  impro¬ 
priety,.  And  it  was  with  this  view, 
and  with  a  moh  anxious  defire  not 
to  exclude  all  hope  of  the  rehoration 
of  peace,  that  I  determined  on 
fuggehing  the  idea  of  our  meeting 
once  more  before  I  left  Lille. 

This  meeting  took  place  to-day 
at  noon  :  I  opened  it  by  obferving, 
that  the  feveral  notes  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  me  fince  the  preceding 
evening,  had  been  too  exprefiive  of 
the  furprize  I  felt  at  the  meafure 
the  directory  had  thought  proper  to 
adopt,  to  make  it  neceflary  for  me 
to  enlarge  upon  it  in  this  confer¬ 
ence;  and,  indeed,  my  foie  motive 
for  fuggehing  that  it  might  be  for 
our  mutual  l'atis faction  that  it  Ihould 
be  held,  was,  becaule  this  meafure 
appeared  to  me  to  be  in  fuch  dired 
contradiction  to  the  very  hrong 
affurances  I  had  fo  conhantly  and 
repeatedly  heard  from  them,  and  to 
the  pacific  intentions  with  which 
they  declared  they  were  fent,  that 
it  was  my  earneh  wiih  (before  I 
confidered  their  condud  as  forcing 
me  to  a  hep  which  muh  fo  materi¬ 
ally  aflfed  the  fuceeis  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation),  to  be  perfectly  certain  that 
1  underhood  clearly  and  dihindly 
the  precife  meaning  of  their  official 
notes.  On  their  admitting  that 
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nothing  could  be  more  reafonable, 
than  that  I  Ihould,  on  fo  important 
a  point,  require  explanation,  or 
more  fatisfa&ory  to  them  than  to 
give  it  to  me  (as  far  as  lay  in  their 
power),  I  proceeded  by  faying, 
that  it  appeared  to  me  that  i  was 
called  upon  to  produce  immediately 
my  full  powers,  or  rather  my  in- 
ftrudions  (for  however  different 
thefe  were  in  themfelves,  in  their 
demand  they  feemed  conftantly 
blended);  and  that  if  either  I  re¬ 
futed  to  content  to  this,  or  if  on 
contenting  to  it,  it  was  found  that 
I  was  not  authorised  to  treat  on  the 
principle  they  laid  down,  I  was  then 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty- four  hours 
to  leave  Lille,  and  return  to  my 
court ;  and  that  I  was  required  to 
obtain  full  authority  to  admit  this 
piineiple,  if  it  was  wifhed  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  fhould  proceed.  This  I 
laid  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  evi¬ 
dent  fenfe  of  the  notes,  and  l  beg¬ 
ged  to  know  whether  I  had  miftaken 
it  or  not.  One  of  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  faid,  “  You  have 
tmderftood  it  exactly ;  I  hope  you 
-equally  underhand  the  intention  of 
the  French  government,  which  is 
to  accelerate  peace  Nby  removing 
every  ofefiacle  which  hands  in  its 
way.” 

I  replied,  that  having  now  no 
doubt  left  on  my  mind  as  to  their 
exadfc  meaning,  and  being  quite 
fure,  notwithhandingthe  obfervation 
they  bad  mad v,que  j’ avals  fiaifi  la  ve¬ 
ritable  intt  ation  de  levr  note  it  would, 
1  fe  red,,  be  a  very  unprofitable 
employment  of  our  time  to  argue, 
either  on  the  nature  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  they  announced  as  a  fine  qud 
non,  to  even  a  preliminary  difeuf- 
fiou,  or  on  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
reconciling  the  peremptory  demand 


with  which  they  opened  their  mif- 
fion,  to  the  pacific  profeffions  that 
accompanied  it ;  that  if  they  were 
determined  to  perfih  in  this  de¬ 
mand,  it  was  much  better  to  avoid 
all  ufelefs  altercation ;  and  nothing 
in  that  cafe  remained  for  me  to  do, 
but  to  afk  for  my  paffports,  and  to 
fignify  to  them  my  intention  of  leav¬ 
ing  France  at  an  early  hour  the  next 
morning.  They  faid,  they  had 
their  hands  tied  by  an  arret  of  the 
directory,  and  were  bound  to  ob- 
ferve  the  conduct  they  had  follow¬ 
ed  by  the  molt  pofitive  orders ; 
and,  although  we  remained  toge¬ 
ther  fome  time  longer,  not  a  hint 
dropped  from  them  expreffive  of  a 
with,  that,  inltead  of  going  myfelf 
for  new  mftrudtioris,  1  ffiould  ei¬ 
ther  write  for  them  by  a  meffenger, 
or  obtain  them  by  fending  to  Eng¬ 
land  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  are 
with  me.  I  endeavoured,  by  every 
indirect  means,  to  fuggeft  to  them 
the  neceffity  of  adopting  fome  fueh 
modification,  if  they  meant  that 
their  wilhes  for  peace,  in  the  ex» 
preffion  of  which  they  were  this 
morning  more  eager  than  ever, 
ffiould  meet  wilh  the  flighted  de¬ 
gree  of  credit:  1  again  brought  to 
their  recolleddion,  that  I  was  atitho- 
rifed  to  receive  any  propofal,  any 
contre  projet  they  tendered  me,  but 
that  they  mud  be  aware  that  it  was 
not  poflible  for  me  to  alter  the  or¬ 
ders  I  had  received,  or  to  aflume 
an  authority  with  which  I  was  not 
invefted.  I  dwelt  particularly  and 
repeatedly  on  my  being  competent 
to  take  any  thing  they  faid  for  re¬ 
ference  ;  but  this  availed  nothing, 
except  drawing  from  one  of  them 
a  remark,  that  the  full  powers 
which  authorifed  a  minifter  to  hear 
propofals,  were  widely  different  from 
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thofe  which  would  enable  him  to 
accede  to  them  ;  and  that  it  was 
inch  full  powers  that  the  diredory 
required  me  to  folic  it. 

An  eafy  anfwer  prefented  itfelf 
to  this  mode  of  reafoning ;  but  I 
faw  no  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  prolonging  a  converfation, 
which,  after  the  pofitive  declara¬ 
tion  they  had  made,  could  lead  to 
nothing :  I  therefore  ended  the 
conference,  by  declaring  my  re- 
folution  to  begin  my  journey  at  a 
very  early  hour  the  next  morning, 
and  by  faying,  that  immediately 
on  my  arrival  in  England,  I  would 
make  an  exact  report  of  every 
thing  that  had  palled  fmce  their 
arrival. 

1  trull,  my  lord,  1  lhali  not  in¬ 
cur  cenfure  for  having  declined  to 
offer,  in  diflind  terms,  to  wait  at 
Lille  till  I  could  know  his  majefty’s 
pleafure  on  the  peremptory  propo¬ 
sal  made  to  me :  but  when  I  confi- 
dered  the  nature  of  the  propofal 
itfelf,  the  avowal  that  this  would 
not  be  the  lad,  nor  perhaps  the 
moll  humiliating  condition  re¬ 
quired  of  us,  and  the  imperious 
llyle  with  which  I  was  enjoined  to 
depart  in  twenty-four  hours,  it  was 
utterly  impoffible  for  me  to  af- 
fume  a  language,  or  affed  a  manner, 
that  could  be  interpreted  into  feli¬ 
citation  or  entreaty,  I  felt  myfelf 
called  upon  to  treat  the  whole  of 
this  extraordinary  proceeding  with 
calmnefs  and  temper ;  and,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  deep  and  poignant 
concern  I  mull  feel,  at  an  event 
which  I  fear  will  remove  all  pro¬ 
bability  of  an  immediate  pacifica¬ 
tion,  I  truft  that  in  the  expreffion 
of  this  fentiment  I  have  not  ufed  a 
language  unbecoming  the  charac¬ 
ter  with  which  I  am  invefted,  or  the 
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greatnefs  of  the  fovereign  and  coun¬ 
try  whole  dignity  and  intereffs  it  is 
my  primary  duty  to  conduit  and  to 
maintain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  refped,  my  lord, 
your  lordlhip’s  moll  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenville . 


(No.  43,  A.)  Note  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Mai- 
melbury. 

The  underfigned  minifters  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  the  French  republic, 
commiffioned  to  treat  of  peace 
with  England,  have  the  honour  to 
allure  lord  Malmefbury,  mini  Her 
plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jelly,  that  the  French  government 
willies  as  fmcerely,  as  flrongly  as 
ever,  a  peace,  delired  by  the  two 
nations ;  but,  unable  to  conclude 
any  other  peace  than  fuch  an  one  as 
is  founded  on  the  laws  and  on  the 
treaties  which  bind  the  French  re¬ 
public  ;  perfuaded  that,  to  arrive 
at  this  end,  it  is  neceffary  to  ex¬ 
plain  itfelf  with  entire  franknefs, 
and  delirous  of  giving  to  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  the  greateft  rapidity,  the 
executive  diredory  has  exprefsly 
charged  the  underfigned  to  demand 
of  lord  Malmefbury,  whether  he 
has  fufficient  powers  for  reftoring, 
in  the  treaty  which  may  be  con¬ 
cluded,  to  the  French  republic  and 
to  its  allies,  all  the  poffelhons, 
which,  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  have  paffed  into  the  hands  of 
the  Englilh. 

The  underfigned  are  equally 
charged  by  the  executive  diredory, 
to  demand  of  lord  Malmefbury  an 
anfwer  in  the  courfe  oi  the  day. 

They 

4 


35o*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


They  requeft  him  to  accept  the 
affurance  of  their  high  contidera- 
tion. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 

Li  fie,  29  FruLUdor, 

§ih  year  of  the  Republic, 

{Sept,  15,  1797-) 

By  the  minifters  plenipo- 
tentiary  of  the  French 
republic,  the  fee.  gen. 

Derciie. 


(No.  44.  B.)  Note  from  Lord 

Malmefbury  to  the  French  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries. 

The  underfigned  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
receives,  with  great  fatisfa&ion, 
the  expretfton  of  the  fmcere  defire 
for  peace,  which  the  minifters  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  the  French  re¬ 
public  announced  to  him  yefterday, 
in  the  name  of  their  government. 
He  has  the  honour  to  afiure  them, 
that  the  king,  his  matter,  is  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  fame  defire,  and 
has  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to 
put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  the 
war. 

With  regard  to  thequettion  which 
the  minitters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  addrefi’ed  to  lord 
Malmetbury,  concerning  the  extent 
of  his  full  powers,  he  confiders  him- 
felf  as  having  already  given  the 
molt;  unequivocal  anfwer  upon  this 
fubjed,  in  the  two  notes  which  he 
delivered  to  their  predeceflors  011  the 
15th  and  24th  of  July. 

However,  to  avoid  all  mifunder- 
llanding,  he  renews  the  declaration 
which  he  made  yefterday;  that  is 
to  fay,  that  he  neither  can  nor  ought 
to  treat  upon  any  other  principle 
than  that  of  compenfations ;  a  prin¬ 


ciple  which  has  been  formally  re- 
cognifed  as  the  bafis  of  a  treaty? 
equally  juft,  honourable,  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  two  powers. 

Lord  Malmefbury  requefts  the 
minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  to  accept  the  aflti- 
rances  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury* 

Life,  Saturday ,  1 6th  Sept . 

2797.  10  A.M. 


(No.  45.  C.)  Note  from  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Mai- 

methury. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic,  commiftioned 
to  treat  of  peace  with  England,  have 
the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  anfwer  of  lord  Malmef¬ 
bury,  to  the  note  which  was  pre» 
fented  to  him  in  the  conference  of 
yefterday. 

It  appears  from  this  anfwer,  and 
from  the  two  notes  of  the  15th  aud 
24th  of  July,  to  which  it  refers, 
that  lord  Malmetbury  has  not  pow¬ 
ers  for  agreeing  to  the  reftitution 
of  all  the  poftefiions  which  his 
Britannic  majefty  occupies,  whether 
from  the  French  republic,  or  from 
its  allies. 

In  confequence,  while  they  re¬ 
iterate  to  lord  Malmetbury  the  moft 
pofitive  afturance  of  the  fentiments 
of  the  French  government,  the 
underfigned  apprife  him  of  a  de¬ 
cree  of  the  executive  directory, 
which  fignifies  that,  in  cafe  lord 
Malmetbury  fliall  declare  himfelf 
not  to  have  the  necefthry  powers 
for  agreeing  to  all  the  reftitutions 
which  the  laws  and  the  treaties 
which  bind  theFrench  republic  make 
indifpenfable,  he  fliall  be  desired  to 
return,  in  four-and-twenty  hours, 


STATE  PAPERS. 


to  liis  court,  to  afk  for  fufficient 
powers.  Lord  Malmefbury  can  fee 
in  this  determination  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  diredory,  nothing  elfe  than  an 
intention  to  haften  the  moment 
when  the  negotiation  may  be  fol¬ 
lowed  up  with  the  certainty  of  a 
fpeedy  conclufion. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  requeft  lord 
Malmefbury  to  accept  the  affurances 

their  high  coniideration. 

(Signed)  Treiliiarik 

Bonnier. 

Life,  30  FruBidor , 

§th  year  of  the  Republic, 

( Sept .  16,  1797-) 

By  the  minifters  plenipo¬ 
tentiary,  the  fee.  gen. 
of  the  legation. 

Derche. 


(No.  46.  D.)  Note  from  Lord 

Malmefbury  to  the  French  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries. 

The  underfigned  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jeity,  has  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  this 
day,  which  has  been  fent  him  by 
the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic. 

Whatever  regret  he  may  expe¬ 
rience,  at  feeing  the  hope  of  a 
fpeedy  conciliation  thus  deftroyed, 
he  can  return  no  other  anfwer  to  a 
refufal  fo  abfolute,  to  continue  the 
negotiation  on  grounds  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  already  agreed 
upon,  than  by  demanding  the  ne- 
ceffary  paffports  for  himfelf  and  his 
fuite,  in  order  that  they  may  fet 
off  within  the  four  -  and  -  twenty 
hours,  and  return  immediately  to 
England. 

lie  requefts  the  minifters  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  tb©  French'  republic 


to  accept  the  affurances  of  his  high 
coniideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Life,  Saturday,  1 6th  Sept.  8  P.M. 

(No.  47.  E.)  Note  from  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Mal- 

mefbury. 

The  underfigned  minifters  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  the  French  republic* 
eommiffioned  to  treat  of  peace  with 
England,  have  the  honour  to  ack¬ 
nowledge  the  receipt  of  lord  Mal- 
mefbury's  anfwer  to  the  note  which 
they  addreffed  to  him  this  day. 

They  think  it  right  to  obferve  to 
him,  that  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  feized  the  real  meaning  of 
their  note ;  that  it  by  no  means 
contains  a  refufal  to  continue  the 
negotiations,  but,  011  the  contrary* 
the  means  for  giving  them  a&ivity, 
and  for  following  them  up  with  a 
fuccefs,  no  lefs  defirable  to  the  two 
nations,  than  it  would  be  flattering 
to  the  minifters  charged  with  the 
conduct  of  therm 

The  French  government  is  fo 
far  from  entertaining  the  intentions 
which  the  note  of  lord  Malmefbury 
appears  to  impute  to  them,  that 
the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  have  received  no 
order  to  quit  Lifle,  after  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  the  minifter  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Britannic  majefty. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  requeft  lord 
Malmefbury  to  accept  the  affurances 
of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 

By  the  minifters  plenipotentiary* 
the  fee.  gen.  of  the  legation. 

Derciie, 

Life ,  30  FruBidor , 

5 th  year  of  the  Republic , 

{Sept.  16,  1797.) 
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(No.  48.  F.)  Note  from  Lord 

Malmefbury  to  the  French  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries. 

The  underfigned  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note  which  the  mi¬ 
ni  tiers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
republic  tranfmitted  to  him  yefler- 
day,  through  the  hands  of  the  fecre- 
tary  general  of  their  legation.  He 
thinks  he  cannot  anfvver  it  better 
than  by  fubmitting  to  them  in 
his  turn  the  following  obferva- 
tions. 

That  having  already  by  his  note, 
dated  July  24,  and  in  obedience  to 
the  exprefs  orders  of  his  court, 
given  an  anfwer  to  the  queflion, 
which  is  now  fo  unexpectedly  re¬ 
newed  ;  a  queflion  that,  in  appear¬ 
ance,  relates  folely  to  the  limits  of 
his  full  powers  (which  are  in  the 
moft  ample  form),  but  which  does 
in  fa£t  require  a  declaration  of  the 
whole  extent  of  his  inftruftions ; 
and  not  being  authorifed  to  quit 
the  place  of  his  defoliation  without 
the  exprefs  orders  of  the  king  his 
roafter,  in  any  cafe  except  that  of 
the  rupture  of  the  negotiation  ;  he 
could  not  help  confidering  a  note 
enjoining  him,  in  confequenee  of  a 
decree  of  the  executive  directory, 
to  return  to  his  court  in  the  fpace 
of  four-and-tweuty  hours,  as  ill 
calculated  to  accelerate  the  con- 
clufion  of  peace ;  heverthelefs,  to 
anfwer  the  affurances  of  the  mini- 
iters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
republic,  and  to  teftify  his  defire 
to  feize  their  real  meaning,  with 
refpeCt  to  which  he  fhould  be  very 
forry  to  deceive  himfelf,  he  thinks 
that  it  would  be  more  fatisfa&orv  to 
meet  once  more;  and  if  the  milli¬ 
ners  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 


republic  fhould  be  of  the  fame  o’pH 
nion,  lord  Malmefbury  would  pro- 
pofe  that  this  meeting  fhould  take 
place  at  an  earlier  hour  than  ufual, 
in  order  that  he  may  have  time  to 
take  fuch  fteps  as  the  refill t  of  their 
conferences  may  render  neceflary. 
He  defires  the  minifters  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  the  French  republic  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  affurances  of  his  high  con- 
fideration. 

(Signed)  Malmeseury. 

Li/le  7  Sunday ,  Sept.  17,  1797. 


(No.  49.  G.)  Note  from  the  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmef¬ 
bury. 

The  underfigned  minifters  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  commiffioned  to  treat  of  peace 
with  England,  have  the  honour  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
which  the  minifter  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Britannic  majefty  has  tranf¬ 
mitted  to  them  this  morning.  Re¬ 
ferring  to  the  notes  addreffed  to  lord 
Malmefbury  on  the  29th  and  30th 
Fructidor,  and  efpecially  to  the 
firft  of  yefterday,  they  agree  to  the 
meeting  which  lord  Malmefbury  ap¬ 
pears  to  defire,  and  propofe  the 
hour  of  noon. 

They  requeft  lord  Malmefbury  to 
accept  the  affurances  of  their  high 
confideration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Boxnieii. 

Li/le ,  1 ft  complimentary  day , 

5 th  year  of  the  French  Republic , 

( iJthSept .  1797.) 

By  the  minifters  pleni¬ 
potentiary,  the  fee.  gen„ 
of  the  legation. 

Derciie. 

(No. 


STATE 

(No.  50.) — Difpatch  from  Lord 
Grenville  to,  Lord  Malmefbury, 
dated  Downing-ftreet,  Sept,  22, 

1797* 

My  Lord, 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  laying 
before  his  majefty  your  lordlhip’s 
difpatches,  in  which  you  have  given 
an  account  of  the  extraordinary 
conduct  of  the  new  plenipotentia¬ 
ries  of  the  French  republic,  of  the 
anfwers  given  by  your  lordfhip  to 
their  unjustifiable  demand,  and  of 
your  confequent  departure  from 
Lifle. 

I  have  the  fatisfadion  to  be  able 
to  afllire  your  lordfliip,  that  his  ma- 
j e-fly  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  his 
entire  approbation  of  your  lordfhip’s 
judicious  and  temperate  condud  in 
the  unprecedented  fituation  in  which 
you  were  placed,  and  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  you  exprefifed  your- 
felf,  both  in  your  official  notes, 
and  in  your  converfations  with  the 
French  plenipotentiaries,  as  well  as 
of  that  in  which  you  have  condud- 
ed  yourfelf  during  the  whole  cotirfe 
of  the  negotiation,  which  feems  too 
likely  to  be  now  brought  to  its 
clofe. 

j  As  it  appears,  however,  that  fome 
further  anfwer  will  probably  be  ex- 
peded  by  the  French  government 
to  their  iate  extraordinary  demand, 
notwithftanding  the  full  and  con- 
clufive  reply  given  in  your  lord¬ 
fhip’s  notes,  I  have  received  the 
king’s  commands  to  tranfmit  to 
you  the  inclofed  draft  of  a  note, 
which  it  is  his  majefty’s  pleafure 
that  your  lordfhip  fliould  tranfmit 
to  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Lifle,  by 
a  meffenger  whom  I  flia.ll  direbt  to 
be  in  readinefs  for  that  purpofe. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Malmefbury. 

Vql.  XXX IX. 
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(No.  51.) — Note  from  Lord  Mal¬ 
mefbury  to  the  French  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries. 

The  underfigned  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  majeflv, 
has  rendered  to  his  court  a  faithful 
account  of  the  eireumftances  that 
have  interrupted  the  exercife  of 
thofe  important  fundions,  which 
his  majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  in- 
truft  to  him.  His  majefty  has  deign¬ 
ed  to  honour  with  Ins  entire  appro¬ 
bation,  the  anfwers  which  the  un¬ 
derfigned  has  already  made  to  the 
extraordinary  and  unexpeded  de¬ 
mands,  which  the  new  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  of  the  French  republic  ad- 
dreffed  to  him,  immediately  upon 
their  arrival  at  Lifle. 

But  in  order  to  leave  no  doubt 
refpeding  the  nature  and  objed  of 
this  demand,  the  underfigned  has 
been  exprefsly  ordered  to  declare 
in  the  name  of  his  court, 

1.  That  the  full  powers  with 
which  his  majefty  had  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  furnifh  him,  for  negotiating 
and  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace, 
are  conceived  and  expreffed  in  the 
mofl  ample  form,  authorizing  the 
underfigned  fully,  and  without  re- 
ferve,  to  fign  any  treaty  upon 
which  he  might  agree  with  the 
French  'plenipotentiaries,  whatever 
its  nature  or  conditions  might  be; 
conforming  himfelf,  in  all  cafes,  to 
the  inflrudions  which  he  might  re¬ 
ceive  from  his  court. 

2.  That  thefe  full  powers  have 
been  received  and  recognized  as 
fufficient,  as  well  by  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  with  whom  he  has  hither¬ 
to  treated,  as  by  the  diredory  them- 
felves,  and  that  there  is,  confe- 
quently,  no  room  for  any  new  dif- 
cuffion  upon  a  fubjed  which  has 
already  been  clofed  by  common 

*  A  a  agreement, 
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agreement,  and  which,  moreover, 
is  not  liable  to  any  doubt  or 
difficulty  whatever;  every  thing 
which  has  been  done  hitherto  upon 
this  fubjeCt,  being  entirely  con¬ 
formable  to  cuftoms  long  eftablifh- 
ed  and  recognized  by  all  the  nations 
of  Europe. 

5.  That  the  demand  of  the  di¬ 
rectory,  therefore,  in  reality,  re¬ 
fers  not  to  the  full  powers  of  the 
underfigned  but  to  the  extent  of 
his  inftruCtions,  of  which  the  di¬ 
rectory  could  not,  under  any  cir- 
cumftances,  require  any  commu¬ 
nication,  further  than  as  the  under¬ 
figned  himfelf  might  judge  fuch  a 
communication  conducive  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  negotiation ;  and 
that  very  far  from  being  in.  a  fixa¬ 
tion  to  be  called  upon  for  any  new 
explanations  whatever,  the  under¬ 
figned  had  every  reafon  to  expedt, 
from  the  repeated  communications 
which  had  been  made  to  him  by 
the  French  plenipotentiaries,  that 
he  fhould  immediately  receive  a 
contre  projet,  of  a  nature  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  further  progrefs  of  the 
negotiation,  which  had  been  fuf- 
uended  for  more  than  two  months. 

4.  That  the  court  of  London  had 

good  reafon  to  be  hill  more  alto- 

niilied  at  the  fubftance  of  the  new 

demand  made  to  the  underfigned ; 

a  demand  relating  to  preliminary 

conditions,  which  had  already  been 
'  «/ 

rejedted  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  negotiation,  and  from  which 
the  French  plenipotentiaries  had  in 
effect,  departed,  by  a  formal  noti¬ 
fication  of  the  meafures  which  the 
directory  were,  in  confequence, 
taking,  for  the  purpofe  of  coming 
to  feme  arrangement  with  their 
allies. 

5.  Tbaffit  is,  therefore,  only  by 


contenting  to  treat  upon  the  bads 
of  the  projet,  detailed  with  fo  much 
opennefs,  which  was  prefented  by 
the  underfigned  a  few  days  after 
his  arrival  at  Lifle,  or  by  returning 
a  contre  projet  of  a  conciliatory 
nature,  agreeably  to  the  affurances 
which  he  received  fo  long  ago, 
that  it  appears  poffible  to  continue 
the  negotiation,  which  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  have  fo  ftrongly  allured 
him  that  the  directory  did  not  with 
to  break  off,  notwithftanding  the 
meafures  lately  adopted  with  refpeCt 
to  him:  a  meafure  which  the  un¬ 
derfigned  forbears  to  characterize, 
but  which  could  not  fail  to  produce 
in  this  country  the  impreffion  of  a 
difpofition  by  no  means  pacific  on 
the  part  of  the  directory. 

The  underfigned  is  directed  to 
add,  that  his  majefty  would  fee  with 
real  regret  the  certainty  of  the 
exiftence  of  fuch  a  difpofition,  fo 
little  compatible  with  the  ardent 
delire  with  which  he  is  animated  to 
reftore  peace  to  the  two  nations; 
but  that  if,  without  having  himfelf 
contributed  to  it  on  his  part,  he 
fiiould  again  find  himfelf  under  the 
neceffity  of  continuing  the  war,  he 
will  conuuCt  himfelf  upon  every 
oecafion  agreeably  to  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples,  doing  every  thing  which  can 
depend  upon  him  for  the  re-efta- 
blilhment  of  peace,  but  perfifting 
to  defend,  with  an  unfhaken  firm- 
nefs,  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and 
the  intereits  of  his  people. 

The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  majefty  requeffs  the 
minifiers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  to  accept  the  afiur- 
ance  of  his  high  eonfideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury 
London , 

the  22 d  oj  September,  1707. 
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(No.  52.)— Note  from  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmef¬ 
bury. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic,  commifiioned 
to  treat  of  peace  with  England, 
have  received  the  note,  dated  from 
London,  which  has  been  brought 
to  them  by  an  extraordinary  mef- 
fenger,  from  lord  Malmefbury. 
They  have  the  honour  to  anfwer  to 
him,  that  their  note  of  the  29th 
Frudidor,  to  which  they  refer, 
offered  the  double  affurance  of  the 
fettled  intention  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  to  continue  the  negotia¬ 
tions  for  peace,  and  of  its  conftant 
determination  not  to  agree  to  any 
Other  conditions,  than  fuch  as  are 
compatible  with  the  dignity  of  the 
French  republic. 

A  peace,  of  which  the  bafis 
fhould  be  contrary  to  the  laws,  or 
to  the  engagements  taken  with  its 
•allies,  would  never  fatisfy  the  hopes 
of  the  nation.  It  is  a  point  from 
which  the  executive  diredory  has 
never  departed,  and  upon  which 
its  fentiments  have  never  varied. 

Lord  Malmefbury  having  form¬ 
ally  declared  in  his  notes  of  the  15th 
and  24th  of  July,  and  in  the  laft 
inftance  in  that  of  the  17th  Sep¬ 
tember,  that  he  had  not  the  pow¬ 
ers  necelfary  for  reftoring  the  Dutch 
and  Spanifh  poffeffions,  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  the  executive  diredory  has 
given  a  new  proof  of  its  opennefs, 
and  of  its  defire  to  accelerate  the 
conclufion  of  peace^  in  requiring 
lord  Malmefbury  to  return  to  his 
court,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtain¬ 
ing  the  authority,  without  which 
he  cannot  conclude ;  a  meafure 
rendered  neceffary  by  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  mimfler  plenipotentiary 


of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  upon 
which  it  is  impoffible  to  give  a 
wrong  impreffion  to  any  thinking 
and  impartial  mind. 

The  minitlers  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  requeft  lord 
Malmefbury  to  accept  the  affur- 
ances  of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed  Treilhard. 

Bonnier# 

Rifle ,  4 th  Vendemaire , 

5 th  Year  of  the  Republic . 

(Sept.  25,  1797.)  Derche. 


(No.  53.) — Note  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmef¬ 
bury. 

The  miniflers  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic,  charged  to 
treat  for  peace  with  England,  hpve 
the  honour  to  inform  lord  Malmef¬ 
bury,  that  having  fent  a  copy  of 
his  laft  note  to  their  government, 
the  executive  diredory  has  direded 
them  to  declare  in  its  name,  that  it 
has  never  ceafed  to  with  for  peace; 
that  it  gave  an  unequivocal  proof 
of  the  fentiment  which  animates  it, 
when  it  ordered  the  minifters  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  the  republic  to  re¬ 
quire  a  categorical  explanation,  as 
to  the  powers  given  by  the  EngliOi, 
government  to  its  minifler  pleni¬ 
potentiary;  that  this  demand  had. 
and  could  have,  110  other  objed  but 
to  tring  the  negotiation  to  a  fpeedy 
and  fuccefsful  iffue : 

That  the  order  given  to  the  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  of  the  republic  to  re¬ 
main  at  Lille  after  the  departure  of 
lord  Malmefbury,  is  another  proof 
that  the  diredory  had  de fired  and 
forefeen  his  return  with  powers 
that  fhould  not  be  illufory,  and  the 
limitation  of  which  fhould  no  lon¬ 
ger  be  a  pretext  for  delaying  the 
conclufion  of  peace: 

*  A  a  2  That 
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That  fuch  are  ft  ill  the  hopes  and 
intentions  of  the  executive  direc¬ 
tory,  which  enjoins  the  minifters 
plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  not 
to  quit  Lifle  till  the  continued  ab- 
fence  of  the  negotiator,  fhall  no 
longer  leave  any  doubt  of  the  in¬ 
tention  of  his  Britannic  majefty  to 
break  off  all  negotiation  : 

That  confequently  the  25th  Ven- 
demaire  (16th  of  October,  old 
ftyle)  is  the  period  fixed  for  the  re¬ 
call  of  the  minifiers  plenipotentiary 
of  the  Trench  republic,  fuppofmg 
that  at  that  time  the  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty 
fhall  not  have  arrived  at  Lifle, 

The  executive  directory  will  feel 
the  greateft  regret  that  a  recon¬ 
ciliation,  already  twice  attempted, 
ff}ouId  not  he  perfected;  but  its 
confcience,  and  the  whole  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  will  bear  it  teftimony,  that  it 
is  the  Englifli  government  alone 
that  will  have  inflicted  the  fcourge 
of  war  upon  the  two  nations. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  entreat  the  mi¬ 
nifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty  to  accept  the  aftiirances 
of  their  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 

Li  fie,  loth  Vendemairc , 

6th  Year  of  the  French  Republic. 

( OBober  1,  1797 .) 

The  fee.  of  the  legation, 

Derciie,. 


(No. 54.) — Note  from  Lord  Malmef- 
burv  to  the  French  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries. 

V.  (  * 

The  underfigned  ha\ing  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  king's  miniftry,  the  note  of 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French 
republic,  is  diverted  to  obierve  to 
them, 

>r  r* 


That  it  is  only  in  confe queried 
of  the  formal  and  pofitive  injunc¬ 
tion  of  the  diredorv  that  he  quitted 
Lifle. ;  that  his  powers  were  neither 
illufory  nor  limited ;  and  that  no¬ 
thing  was  omitted  on  his  part  to  ac¬ 
celerate  the  negotiation,  which  has 
been  only  retaided  by  the  delays  of 
the  diredory,  and  which  at  this 
moment  is  only  lufpended  by  its 
ad. 

With  regard  to  the  renewal  of 
the  conferences,  the  underfigned 
can  only  refer  to  his  laft  note, 
where  he  has  explained  with  frank- 
nefs  and  precifion  the  only  means 
which  remain  for  continuing  the 
negotiation ;  obferving  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  king  could  no  longer 
treat  in  an  enemy’s  country,  without 
being  certain  that  the  euitoms  efta- 
blifhed  amongft  all  civilized  nations, 
with  regard  to  public  minifters,  and 
efpecially  to  thole  charged  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
peace,  would  be  refpeded  for  the 
future  in  the  perfon  of  his  plenipo¬ 
tentiary. 

The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  majefty  requefts  the 
minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  to  accept  the  affur- 
ance  of  his  high  conftderation. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury* 
London ,  fill  Odi.  1797. 


Declaration  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  People,  relpeding 
the  Rupture  of  the  late  Negotia¬ 
tion. 

4 

1IIS  majefty ’s  benevolent  endea¬ 
vours  to  reftore  to  his  people  the 
bleftings  of  fecure  and  honourable 
peace,  again  repeated  without  fuc- 
cefs,  have  again  demonftrated,  be¬ 
yond  the  pollibility  of  doubt,  the 
determined  and  perfevering  hoftility 
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of  the  government  of  France,  in 
wliofe  unprovoked  aggreffion  the 
war  originated,  and  by  whole  bound- 
lefs  and  deftr.uclive  ambition  it  is 
Hill  prolonged.  And  while,  by  the 
courfe  of  thel'e  tranfadions,  con¬ 
tinued  proofs  have  been  afforded  to 
all  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjeds,  of 
his  anxious  and  unremitting  folici- 
tude  for  their  welfare,  they  cannot, 
at  the  fame  time,  have  failed  to  re¬ 
cognize,  in  the  uniform  conduct  of 
the  enemy,  the  fpirit  by  which  the 
councils  ©f  France  are  ftill  actu¬ 
ated,  and  the  objects  to  which  they 
are  direded. 

His  majefty  could  not  but  feel 
how  much  the  means  of  peace  had 
been  obftruded,  by  the  many  addi¬ 
tional  difficulties  which  his  enemies 
had  fo  repeatedly  thrown  in  the  way 
of  every  negotiation.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  on  the  very  firft  appearance  of 
eircumftances  in  fome  degree  more 
favourable  to  the  interefts  of  huma¬ 
nity,  the  fame  ardent  defire  for  the 
eal'e  and  happinefs  of  his  fubjeds 
induced  his  majefty  to  renew  his 
overtures  for  terminating  the  cala- 
mities  of  war:  thus  availing  him- 
felf  of  every  opening  which  could 
in  any  manner  lead  to  fecure  an 
honourable  peace ;  and  confulting 
equally  the  withes  of  his  own  heart, 
and  the  principles  by  which  his 
condud  has  invariably  been  guided. 

New  obftacles  were  immediately 
interpofed  by  thofe  who  ftill  dired- 
ed  the  councils  of  France,  and  who, 
amidfl  the  general  defire  for  peace, 
which  they  could  not  at  that  time 
openly  difclaim,  ftill  retained  the 
power  of  fruftrating  the  wiflies  of 
their  own  country,  of  counteract¬ 
ing  his  majefty ’s  benevolent  inten¬ 
tions,  and  of  obftruding  that  refult 
which  was  fo  necelfary  for  the  hap¬ 
pinefs  of  both  nations.  Difficulties 


of  form  were  ftudiouflv  created: 
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modes  of  negotiation  were  infifted 
upon,  the  molt  inconfiftent  with 
their  own  condud  in  every  other 
inftance ;  the  fame  fpirit  appeared 
in  every  ftep  which  was  taken  by 
them;  and  while  the  molt  un¬ 
warranted  infinuations  were  thrown 
out,  and  the  moft  unfounded  re¬ 
proaches  brought  forward,  the  efta? 
blifhed  cuftoms  and  ufages,  which 
have  long  prevailed  in  Europe, 
were  purpofely  departed  from,  even 
in  the  Ample  ads  which  were  to 
be  done  on  their  part  for  the  re¬ 
newal  of  the  negotiations.  All  thefe 
things  his  majefty  determined  to  dis¬ 
regard;  not  as  being  infenfible  of 
their  purport  and  tendency,  nor  un¬ 
mindful  of  the  importance  of  thefe 
points,  in  the  public  intercourfe  of 
great  and  independent  nations,  but 
revolving  to  defeat  the  objed  of 
thefe  artifices,  and  to  fuffer  no  fub- 
ordinate  or  inferior  conftderation  to 
impede,  on  his  part,  the  difcuffion 
of  the  weighty  and  extenfive  inte- 
refts  on  which  the  termination  of 
the  war  mu  ft  neceffarily  depend. 

lie  direded  his  minifter  to  repair 
to  France,  furni filed  with  the  molt 
ample  powers,  and  inftruded  to 
communicate  at  once  an  explicit 
and  detailed  propofol  and  plan  of 
peace,  reduced  into  the  lliape  of  a 
regular  treaty,  juft  and  moderate  in 
its  principles,  embracing  all  the  in- 
terefts  concerned,  and  extending 
every  fubject  connected  with  the 
reftoration  of  public  tranquillity. 
The  communication  of  this  paper, 
delivered  in  the  very  firft  confer¬ 
ence,  was  accompanied  by  fuch  ex¬ 
planations  as  fully  ftated  and  de¬ 
tailed  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty  s  views,  and  at  the  fame  time 
gave  ample  room  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  every  difputed  point,  for 
*  A  a  3  mutual 
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mutual  arrangement  and  conceffion, 
and  for  reciprocal  facilities  arifing 
out  of  the  progrefs  of  fair  diicuf- 
lion. 

To  this  proceeding,  open  and 
liberal  beyond  example,  the  con¬ 
duct  of  his  majefly’s  enemies  op- 
pofes  the  moft  ftriking  contrail. 
From  them  no  counter-projed  has 
ever  yet  been  obtained:  no  fiate- 
ment  of  the  extent  or  nature  of  the 
conditions,  on  which  they  would 
conclude  any  peace  with  thefe  king¬ 
doms.  Their  pretenfions  have  al¬ 
ways  been  brought  forward  either 
as  detached  or  preliminary  points, 
diilind  from  the  main  objed  of  ne¬ 
gotiation,  and  accompanied,  in 
every  infiance,  with  an  exprefs  re¬ 
feree  of  farther  and  unexplained  de¬ 
mands. 

The  points  which,  in  purfuance 
of  this  fyilem,  the  plenipotentia¬ 
ries  of  the  enemy  propofed  for  l'e- 
parate  difeuffion  in  their  firfl  con¬ 
ferences  with  his  majefty’s  minifter, 
were  at  once  frivolous  and  offen- 
five;  none  of  them  produdive  of 
any  folid  advantage  to  France,  but 
all  calculated  to  raife  new  obftacles 
in  the  way  of  peace.  And  to  thefe 
demands  was  foon  after  added  ano¬ 
ther,  in  its  form  unprecedented, 
in  its  fubllance  extravagant,  and 
fuch  as  could  originate  only  in  the 
moft  determined  and  inveterate  hof- 
tility.  The  principle  of  mutual 
compenfation,  before  exprefsly  ad¬ 
mitted  by  common  confent,  as  the 
jud  and  equitable  bafis  of  negotia¬ 
tion,  was  now  difeiaimed ;  every 
idea  of  moderation  or  reafon,  every 
appearance  of  juftice,  was  difre- 
garded;  and  a  conceffion  was  re¬ 
quired  from  his  majefty’s  plenipo¬ 
tentiary,  as  a  preliminary  and  indif- 
pen fable  condition  of  negotiation, 
which  mull  at  once  have  fuperfeded 


all  the  objects,  and  precluded  all 
the  means  of  treating.  Fiance,  af¬ 
ter  incorporating  with  her  own  do¬ 
minions  fo  large  a  portion  of  her 
conquefts,  and  affe&ing  to  have 
deprived  herfelf,  by  her  own  in¬ 
ternal  regulations,  of  the  power  of 
alienating  thefe  valuable  additions 
of  territory,  did  not  fcruple  to  de¬ 
mand  from  his  majelly  the  abfolute 
and  unconditional  furrender  of  all 
that  the  energy  of  his  people,  and 
the  valour  of  his  fleets  and  armies, 
have  conquered  in  the  prefent  war, 
either  from  France,  or  from  her  al¬ 
lies.  She  required  that  the  power 
of  Great  Britain  fhould  be  confined 
within  its  former  limits,  at  the  very 
moment  when  her  own  dominion 
was  extended  to  a  degree  almoft  un¬ 
paralleled  in  hiftory.  She  infifted, 
that  in  proportion  to  the  increafe 
of  danger,  the  means  of  refinance 
fhould  be  diminifhed;  and  that  his 
majefty  fhould  give  up,  without 
compenfation,  and  into  the  hands 
of  his  enemies,  the  necefTary  de¬ 
fences  of  his  poffeffions,  and  the 
future  fafeguards  of  his  empire. 
Nor  was  even  this  demand  brought 
forward  as  conftituting  the  terms  of 
peace,  but  as  the  price  of  negotia¬ 
tion;  as  the  condition  on  which 
alone  his  majefiy  was  to  be  allowed 
to  learn  what  further  unexplained 
demands  were  ftill  referved,  and  to 
what  greater  facrifices  thefe  unpre¬ 
cedented  conceffions  of  honour  and 
fafety  were  to  lead. 

Whatever  were  the  impreffions 
which  fuch  a  proceeding  created, 
they  did  not  induce  the  king  ab¬ 
ruptly  to  preclude  the  means  of  ne¬ 
gotiation.  I11  rejecting  without  a 
moment’s  hefitation  a  demand, 
which  could  have  been  made  for 
no  other  reafon  than  beeaufe  it  was 
inadmifiible,  his  majefly,  from  the 

fixed 
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fixed  refolution  to  avail  himfelf  of 
every  chance  of  bringing  the  nego¬ 
tiation  to  a  favourable  ifiue,  direct¬ 
ed  that  an  opening  fliould  ftill  be 
left,  for  treating  on  reafonable  and 
equal  grounds,  fuch  as  might  be¬ 
come  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and 
the  rank  and  ftation  in  Europe  in 
which  it  has  pleafed  the  divine 
Providence  to  place  the  Britifh 
nation. 

This  temperate  and  conciliatory 
conduCt  was  Itrongly  expreffive  of 
the  benevolence  of  his  majelly’s 
intentions;  and  it  appeared  tor  fome 
time  to  have  prepared  the  way  for 
that  refult,  which  has  been  the  uni¬ 
form  object  of  all  his  meafures. 
Two  months  elapfed  after  his  ma- 
jefty  had  unequivocally  and  defini¬ 
tively  refufed  to  comply  with  the 
unreafonable  and  extravagant  pre¬ 
liminary,  which  had  been  demanded 
by  his  enemies.  During  all  that 
time  the  negotiation  was  continued 
open,  the  conferences  were  regu¬ 
larly  held,  and  the  demand  thus 
explicitly  rejected  by  one  party  was 
never  once  renewed  by  the  other. 
It  was  not  only  abandoned,  it  was 
openly  difclaimed ;  affurances  were 
given  in  direct  contradiftion  to  it. 
Promifes  were  continually  repeated, 
that  his  majefty’s  explicit  and  de¬ 
tailed  propofals  fhould  at  length  be 
anfwered  by  that  which  could  alone 
evince  a  real  difpofition  to  negotiate 
with  fincerity,  by  the  delivery  of  a 
eounter-projeCt,  of  a  nature  tend¬ 
ing  to  facilitate  the  conclufion  of 
peace ;  and  the  long  delays  of  the 
French  government  in  executing 
thefe  promifes  were  excufed  and 
accounted  for  by  an  unequivocal 
declaration,  that  France  was  con¬ 
certing  with  her  allies  for  thofe  fa- 
crihces  on  their  part,  which  might 
afford  the  means  of  proceeding  in 


the  negotiation.  Week  after  week 
paffed  over  in  the  repetition  of  thefe 
folemn  engagements,  on  the  part  of 
his  majefty’s  enemies.  His  defire 
for  peace  induced  him  to  wait  for 
their  completion,  with  an  anxiety 
proportioned  to  the  importance  of 
the  objeH;  nor  was  it  much  to  ex¬ 
pert  that  his  minifter  fliould  at 
length  be  informed,  what  was  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  conditions 
on  which  his  enemies  were  difpofed 
to  terminate  the  war. 

It  was  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  that,  on  the  nth  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  appointment  of  new  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  was  announced  on 
the  part  of  France,  under  a  formal 
promife  that  their  arrival  fliould 
facilitate  and  expedite  the  work  of 
peace. 

To  renew,  in  a  fhape  hill  more 
offenfive  than  before,  the  inadmif- 
fible  demand  fo  long  before  brought 
forward,  and  fo  long  abandoned, 
was  the  fir  ft  act  of  thefe  new  mef- 
fengers  of  peace.  And  fuch  was 
now  the  undifguifed  impatience  of 
the  king’s  enemies  to  terminate  all 
treaty,  and  to  exclude  all  profpedfc 
of  accommodation,  that  even  the 
continuance  of  the  king’s  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  at  the  appointed  place  of 
negotiation  was  made  by  them  to 
depend  on  his  immediate  compli¬ 
ance  with  a  condition  which  his 
court  had,  two  months  before,  ex¬ 
plicitly  refufed,  and  concerning 
which  no  further  difcuffion  had 
fince  occurred.  His  reply  was  fuch 
as  the  occafion  required;  and  h© 
immediately  received  a  pofitive 
and  written  order  to  depart  from 
France. 

The  fubfequentcondiuft  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  enemies  has  aggravated  even 
this  proceeding,  and  added  frefh 
infult  to  this  unexampled  outrage. 
*  A  a  4  The 
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The  infurmountable  obftacles  which 
they  threw  in  the  way  of  peace, 
were  accompanied  with  an  often- 
tatious  proteffion  of  the  mofl  pa¬ 
cific  difpofitions.  In  cutting  off  the 
means  of  negotiation  they  dill  pre¬ 
tended  to  retain  the  drongeft  defire 
to  negotiate  :  in  ordering  the  king's 
minifler  to  quit  their  country,  they 
profeffed  the  hope  of  his  immediate 
return  to  it:  and  in  renewing  their 
former  inadmifiible  and  rejected 
demand,  they  declared  their  confi¬ 
dent  expe&ation  of  a  fpeedy  and 
favourable  anfwer.  Yet  before  any 
anfwer  could  arrive,  they  publifhed 
a  declaration,  announcing  to  their 
country  the  departure  of  the  king’s 
meffenger,  and  attempting,  as  in 
every  former  indance,  to  afcribe  to 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  the 
difappointment;  of  the  general  with 
for  peace,  and  the  renewal  of  all 
the  calamities  of  war.  The  fame 
attempt  has  been  prolonged  in  fub- 
fequent  communications,  equally 
infrdious  and  illufory,  by  which  they 
have  obvioufly  intended  to  furnifh 
the  colour  and  empty  pretence  of  a 
with  for  peace,  while  they  have 
flill  ftudioufiy  and  obdinately  per- 
fifted  in  evading  every  ftep  which 
could  lead  to  the  fuecels  of  any  ne- 
gotiation ;  have  continued  to  infill 
on  the  fame  inadmiffible  and  extra¬ 
vagant  preliminary,  and  have  uni¬ 
formly  withheld  all  explanation  ei¬ 
ther  on  the  particulars  of  the  pro- 
pofals  of  peace,  fo  long  fince  deli¬ 
vered  by  his  majedy's  minifler,  or 
on  any  other  terms  on  which  they 
were  themfelves  ready  to  conclude: 
and  this  in  the  vain  hope  that  it 
could  be  poffible  by  any  artifice  to 
difguife  the  truth  of  thefe  tranfac- 
tions,  or  that  any  exercife  of  power, 
however  defpotic,  could  prevent 
fuch  fads  from  being  known,  felt, 


and  underflood,  even  in  France  it* 
felf. 

To  France,  to  Europe,  and  to 
the  world,  it  mull  be  manifeft  that 
the  French  government  (while  they 
perfifl  in  their  prelent  fentiments) 
leave  his  majelty  without  an  alter¬ 
native,  unlefs  he  were  prepared  to 
furrender  and  facrifice  to  the  undif- 
guifed  ambition  of  his  enemies,  the 
honour  of  his  crown  and  the  fafety 
of  his  dominions.  •  It  muft  be  ma- 
nifefl  that,  inftead  of  fliewing,  on 
their  part,  any  inclination  to  meet 
his  majelly’s  pacific  overtures  on 
any  moderate  terms,  they  have  ne¬ 
ver  brought  themfelves  to  ftate  any 
terms  (however  exorbitant)  on 
which  they  were  ready  to  conclude 
peace.  They  have  alked  as  a  pre¬ 
liminary  (and  in  the  form  the  moll 
arrogant  and  offenfive),  conceflions 
which  -the  comparative  fituation  of 
the  two  countries  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  extravagant  in  any  ftage  of 
negotiation ;  which  were  direclly 
contrary  to  their  own  repeated  pro- 
feffions ;  and  which,  neverthelefs, 
they  peremptorily  required  to  be 
complied  with  in  the  veryoutfet; 
referring  an  unlimited  power  of 
afterwards  accumulating,  from  time 
to  time,  frefli  demands,  increafing 
in  proportion  to  every  new  concef- 
fion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  terms 
propofed  by  his  majelty  have  been 
llated  in  the  mofl  clear,  open,  and 
unequivocal  manner.  The  difcuf* 
fion  of  all  the  points  to  which  they 
relate,  or  of  any  others,  which  the 
enemy  might  bring  forward  as  the 
terms  of  peace,  has  been,  on  his- 
majefty’s  part,  repeatedly  called  for, 
as  often  promifed  by  the  French 
plenipotentiaries,  but  to  this  day 
has  never  yet  been  obtained.  The 
rupture  of  the  negotiation  is  not, 

therefore, 


/ 


STATE  I 

therefore,  to  be  afcribed  to  any 
preteniions  (however  inadmiffible) 
urged  as  the  price  of  peace;  not  to 
any  ultimate  difference  on  terms, 
however  exorbitant;  but  to  the 
evident  and  fixed  determination 
of  the  enemy  to  prolong  the  con- 
teb,  and  to  purfue,  at  all  hazards, 
their  hoftile  defigns  againft  the  prof- 
perityand  fafety  of  thel'e  kingdoms. 

While  this  determination  conti¬ 
nues  to  prevail,  his  majeby’s  earned 
willies  and  endeavours  to  rebore 
peace  to  his  fubjedts  mud  be  fruit- 
lefs.  But  his  fentiments  remain 
unaltered.  He  looks  with  anxious 
expectation  to  the  moment,  when 
the  government  of  France  may  (hew 
a  difpofition  and  fpirit  in  any  de¬ 
gree  correfponding  to  his  own.  And 
Ire  renews,  even  now,  and  before 
all  Europe,  the  folemn  declaration, 
that,  in  fpite  of  repeated  provoca¬ 
tions,  and  at  the  very  moment  when 
his  claims  have  been  drengthened 
and  confirmed  by  that  frefli  fuccefs, 
which  by  the  bleffing  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  has  recently  attended  his 
arms,  he  is  yet  ready  (if  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war  can  now  be  clofed) 
to  conclude  peace  on  the  fame  mo¬ 
derate  and  equitable  principles  and 
terms  which  he  has  before  pro- 
pofed:  the  rejection  of  fuch  terms 
mult  now,  more  than  ever,  demon- 
ftrate  the  implacable  animofity  and 
infatiable  ambition  of  thofe  with 
whom  he  has  to  contend;  and  to 
them  alone  mud  the  future  con- 
fequences  of  the  prolongation  of  the 
war  be  afcribed. 

If  fuch  unhappily  is  the  fpirit 
by  which  they  are  dill  a&uated,  his 
majedy  can  neither  hefitate  as  to  the 
principles  of  his  own  conduct,  nor 
doubt  the  fentiments  and  determi¬ 
nation  of  his  people.  lie  will  not 


'APE  R  S. 

be  wanting  to  them,  and  be  is  con¬ 
fident  they  will  not  be  wanting 
to  themfelves.  He  has  an  anxious, 
but  a  facred  and  indifpenfable  duty 
to  fulfil;  he  will  difcharge  it  with 
refoLution,  conftancy,  and  drmnefs- 
Deeply  as  he  mud  regret  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  a  war,  lb  dedrudive  ia 
its  progrefs,  and  fo  burthenfome 
even  in  its  fuccefs,  lie  knows  the 
character  of  the  brave  people  whole 
intereds  and  honour  are  entruded  to 
him.  Thefe  it  is  the  did  object  of 
bis  life  to  maintain  ;  and  he  is  con¬ 
vinced,  that  neither  the  resources 
nor  the  fpirit  of  his  kingdoms  will 
be  found  inadequate  to  this  arduous 
conteb,  or  unequal  to  the  import¬ 
ance  and  value  of  the  objeds  which 
are  at  bake.  He  trails  that 
the  favour  of  Providence,  by  which, 
they  have  always  hitherto  been 
fupported  againd  all  their  ene¬ 
mies,  will  be  dill  extended  to 
them ;  and  that,  under  this  protec¬ 
tion,  his  faithful  iubjeds,  by  a  refo- 
lute  and  vigorous  application  of  The 
means  which  they  poffefs,  will  be 
enabled  to  vindicate  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  their  country,  and  to  redd 
with  juft  indignation,  the  affumed 
fuperiority  of  an  enemy,  againd 
whom  they  have  fought  with  the 
courage,  the  fuccefs,  and  glory  of 
their  anceftors;  and  who  amis  at 
nothing  lefs  than  to  deftroy  at  once 
whatever  has  contributed  to  the 
profperity  and  gveatnefs  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  empire,  all  the  channels  of  its 
indudry,  and  all  the  fources  of  its 
power;  its  fecurity  from  abroad, 
its  tranquillity  at  home  ;  and  above 
all,  that  conditution,  on  which  alone 
depends  the  undidurbed  enjoyment 
of  its  religion,  laws,  and  liberties. 

Wcjlmwjier , 

O&uber  25,  1797. 
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His  Majejh/s  Speech  to  hath  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  Nov.  2,  1797* 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  matter  of  great  concern  to 
me,  that  the  earned  endeavours 
which  1  have  continued  to  employ, 
fince  1  lad  met  you  in  parliament, 
to  reltore  to  my  i objects  the  blefs- 
ings  of  peace,  on  fecure  and  honour¬ 
able  terms,  have  unhappily  been 
Tendered  ineffectual. 

The  declaration  which  1  have 
cauled  to  be  publilhed,  and  the 
other  papers  which  I  have  directed 
to  be  laid  before  you,  will,  I  am 
confident,  abundantly  prove  to  you, 
and  to  the  world,  that  every  ftep 
has  been  taken  on  my  part,  which 
could  tend  to  accelerate  the  con- 
cluhon  of  peace  ;  and  that  the  long 
delay  and  final  rupture  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  are  folely  to  be  aferibed  to 
the  evafive  conduCt,  the  unwarrant¬ 
able  pretenfions,  and  the  inordinate 
ambition  of  thofe  with  whom  we 
have  to  contend,  and,  above  all,  to 
their  inveterate  animohty  againft 
thefe  kingdoms. 

I  have  the  fulleft  reliance,  under 
the  bleffing  of  Providence,  on  the  vi¬ 
gour  and  wifdom  of  your  counfels, 
and  on  the  zeal,  magnanimity,  and 
courage,  of  a  great  and  free  people  ; 
fenfible  that  they  are  contending 
for  .  their  deareft  interefts,  and  de¬ 
termined  tofhow  themfelves  worthy 
of  the  bleffings  which  they  are 
draggling  to  preferve. 

Compelled  as  we  are,  by  the  moll 
evident  neceffitv,  to  perfevere  in  the 
defence  of  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  till 
a  more  juft  and  pacific  fpirit  fhall 
prevail  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 

*  we  have  the  fatisfaCtion  of  knowing 
that  we  poffefs  means  and  refources 


proportioned  to  the  objeCts  which 
are  at  flake. 

During  the  period  of  hodilities, 
and  under  the  unavoidable  preffure 
of  accumulated  burthens,  our  reve¬ 
nue  has  continued  highly  productive, 
our  national  induftry  has  been  ex¬ 
tended,  and  our  commerce  has  fur- 
paffed  its  former  limits. 

The  public  fpirit  of  my  people 
has  been  eminently  displayed  ;  my 
troops,  of  every  defeription,  have 
acquired  frefh  claims  to  the  efteem 
and  admiration  of  their  country ; 
and  the  repeated  fucceffes  of  my 
navy  over  all  our  different  enemies, 
have  been  recently  crowned  by  the 
fignal  and  decifive  victory  with  which 
Providence  has  rewarded  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  my  fleet  under  the  command 
of  admiral  lord  Duncan. 

No  event  could  be  attended  with 
more  important  and  beneficial  con- 
fequences,  or  form  a  more  brilliant 
addition  to  the  numerous  and  heroic 
exploits  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  war,  have  railed  to  a  pitch 
hitherto  unequalled  the  naval  glory 
of  the  country,, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  diredled  the  eftimates  for 
the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before 
you.  The  date  of  the  war,  joined 
t®  the  happy  confequences  of  our 
recent  fuccels,  will,  I  truft,  admit 
of  fome  diminution  of  expence, 
confidently  with  the  vigorous  ef¬ 
forts  which  our  fituation  indifpen- 
fably  requires.  In  coufidering  what 
may  be  the  bed  mode  of  defraying 
the  heavy  expence  which  will  dill 
be  unavoidable,  you  will,  I  am 
perfuaded,  bear  in  mind  that  the 
prefent  crifis  prefents  every  motive 
to  animate  you  to  the  mod  ede&ual 
and  fpirited  exertions;  the  true  value 
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of  any  temporary  facrifices  which 
you  may  find  neceffary  for  tms  pur- 
pofe,  can  only  be  eflimated  by  com¬ 
paring  them  with  the  importance 
of  fupporting  effedually  our  public 
credit,  and  convincing  the  enemy 
that,  while  we  retain  an  ardent 
defire  for  the  conclufion  of  peace  on 
fafe  and  honourable  terms,  we  pofiefs 
the  means,  as  well  as  the  determi¬ 
nation,  to  fupport  with  vigour  this 
arduous  conteft,  as  long  as  it  may  be 
neceffary  for  maintaining  the  fafety, 
honour,  and  independence  of  thele 
kingdoms. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
After  the  experience  I  have  had 
of  your  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
me,  and  of  your  anxious  regard  for 
the  interefts  of  my  fubje&s,  I  have 
only  to  recommend  to  you  a  per- 
feverance  in  the  fame  principles  and 
conduct. 

The  events  of  every  day  mull 
more  and  more  imprefs  you  with  a 
juft  fenfe  of  the  bleffings  which  we 
derive  from  our  civil  and  religious 
eftabliffiments,  and  which  have  fo 
long  diftinguifhed  us  among  all  the 
nations  of  Europe.  Thefe  bleffings 
can  only  be  preferved  by  inculcating 
and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and 
obedience  to  the  laws,  by  repreffing 
with  promptitude  every  attempt 
to  difturb  our  internal  tranquillity, 
and  by  maintaining  inviolate  that 
happy  conftitution  which  we  in¬ 
herit  from  our  anceflors,  on  which 
the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  every 
clafs  of  my  fubjefts  effentially  de¬ 
pend. 

K . .  . "  -IT..-  --  --- 

Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers  to 
the  King, 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful 


and  loyal  fubje&s,  the  lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  in  parliament  aflem- 
bled,  beg  leave  to  return  your  ma- 
jefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your 
majefty’s  moft  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne  ;  and  to  exprefs  to  your 
majefty  the  juft  fenfe  which  we  en¬ 
tertain  of  your  majefty ’s  paternal 
anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  your  fub^ 
jeds,  manifefted  in  the  earneft  defire 
expreffied  by  your  majefty  for  the  re- 
ftoration  of  peace,  on  fecure  and 
honourable  terms. 

We  return  your  majefty  our  hum¬ 
ble  thanks  for  the  communications 
which  you  have  direded  to  be  laid, 
before  us  ;  and  we  allure  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  we  thall  proceed,  with,  at 
delav,  to  the  confideration  of  thofe 
meafures  which  the  circumftances 
of  the  prefent  cribs  require  ;  and 
that,  while  we  participate  with  your 
majefty  in  the  concern  which  your 
majefty  feels  at  the  failure  of  your 
earneft  endeavours  to  procure  for 
your  people  the  bleffings  of  peace, 
we  are  fully  confident,  from  the 
uniform  tenour  of  your  majefty’s 
conduct,  that  every  ftep  has  been 
taken  by  your  majefty,  which 
could  tend  to  accelerate  that  objed; 
and  that  it  is  to  the  unwarrantable 
pretenfions  and  inordinate  ambition 
of  the  enemy,  and,  above  all,  to  their 
inveterate  animofity  againft  thefe 
kingdoms,  that  the  long  delay  and 
final  rupture  of  the  negotiation  are 
to  be  afcribed. 

We  intreat  your  majefty  to  be¬ 
lieve  that,  impreffed  as  we  are  with 
the  neceffity  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  conteft  in  which  we  are  engag¬ 
ed,  as  well  as  of  the  value  of  the 
interefts  which  we  have  at  flake, 
no  exertions  will  be  wanting  on  our 
part  to  enable  your  majefty  to  pro- 
fecute  the  war  with  vigour,  until  a 
more  juft  and  pacific  fpirit  {hall 

prevail 
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prevail  on*  the  part  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  to  employ,  in  the  defence  of 
every  thing  that  is  deareft  to  us, 
thole  means  and  relburces  which 
the  prefent  fituation  of  our  country 
holds  out. 

We  affure  your  majefty,  that  we 
reflect  with  peculiar  fatisfaftion  on 
the  public  fpirit  which  has  been 
difplayed  by  your  majefty’s  fubjedts, 
and  on  the  conduct  by  which  your 
maj  city’s  troops,  of  every  defeription, 
have  acquired  frefh  claims  to  our 
efteem  and  admiration. 

We  are  particularly  defirous  of 
embracing  the  earlieft  opportunity 
to  offer  to  your  majefty  our  warm 
and  heartfelt  congratulations  on 
that  fignal  and  decifive  vidtory, 
which  has  crowned  the  feries  of 
fplendid  fucceffes  obtained  by  your 
majefty’s  fleets  over  all  our  different 
enemies  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
war ;  a  victory  no  lefs  important  in 
its  confequences,  than  glorious  in  the 
circumftances  by  which  it  is  diftin- 
gu  ilhed. 

We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  the 
manner  in  which  your  majefty  is 
pleafed  to  exprefs  your  gracious 
acceptance  of  our  heft  endeavours  to 
teftify  by  our  condudt  our  anxious 
regard  for  the  interefts  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  and  our  invariable  attachment 
to  your  majefty’s  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment. 

Senfible  of  the  bleftings  which, 
under  your  majefty’s  paternal  care, 
are  derived  to  us  from  our  civil  and 
religious  eftablifhments,  and  which 
diftinguifh  us  from  among  all  the 
nations  of  Europe  ;  and  perfuaded 
that  thefe  bleftings  can  only  be  pre¬ 
served  by  inculcating  and  enforcing 
a  due  reverence  and  obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  by  repreffing  with 
promptitude  every  attempt  to  difturb 
our  internal  tranquillity,— -it  fhall  be 


the  fnft  object  of  our  attention  to 
contribute,  by  every  means  in  our 
power,  to  the  maintenance  of  that 
happy  conftitution  which  we  inherit 
from  our  anceftors,  and  on  which 
the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  every 
clafs  of  your  majefty’s  fubjedts  effen- 
tially  depend. 

Answer. 

My  Lords, 

I  thank  you  for  this  loyal,  dutiful, 
and  affectionate  addrefs. 

I11  a  crifis  of  fo  much  importance 
to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of 
every  clafs  of  my  fubjects,  it  is  a 
great  fatisfadfion  to  me  to  know  that 
you  entertain  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
nature,  magnitude,  and  neceffity  of 
the  conteft  in  which  we  are  engaged; 
and  that  1  may  rely  with  confidence 
on  your  fupport  in  my  fixed  and 
unalterable  determination  to  main¬ 
tain  to  the  utmoft  the  laws,  liberties, 
and  religion  of  my  people,  and  the 
dignity,  honour,  and  independence  of 
my  kingdoms. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  qf 
Commons  to  the  King ,  moved  by 
Mr.  Wilbraham  Bootle. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain,  in  parliament  aftem- 
bled,  beg  leave  to  return  your  ma¬ 
jefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your 
moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  and  for  the  communication 
of  the  declaration,  and  the  other 
papers  refpedting  the  negotiation 
with  France,  which  your  majefty 
has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  diredt 
to  belaid  before  us. 

Permit  us  to  affure  your  majefty, 
that  we  (ball  not  fail  to  apply  our- 
felves,  with  the  utmoft  diligence 

and 
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and  attention,  to  the  confideration 
of  the  meafures  which  the  prefent 
crifis  requires ;  but  we  cannot  re¬ 
frain  from  exprelhng,  at  the  earlieft 
moment,  our  firm  determination  to 
afiord  your  majefly  the  moft  effec¬ 
tual  lupport  in  refilling  every  un¬ 
warrantable  pretenfion,  and  check¬ 
ing  every  attempt  dictated  by  inor¬ 
dinate  ambition  on  the  part  of  thofe 
with  whom  we  have  to  contend. 

We  entertain  a  firm  perfuafion, 
that  all  your  majefty ’s  faithful  fub- 
je&s  feel  as  they  ought  the  value  of 
the  bleffings  which  they  are  llrug- 
gling  to  preferve,  and  will  not  fail, 
in  every  fituation,  to  fnpport  your 
majefty,  in  defence  of  their  effential 
interefts,  with  the  zeal,  magnanimity, 
and  courage,  worthy  of  a  great  and 
free  people  :  and  we  muff,  at  the 
prefent  moment,  obferve,  with  pe¬ 
culiar  fatisfa&ion,  the  proofs  af¬ 
forded  of  our  means  and  internal 
refources,  in  the  flourifhing  flate  of 
the  revenue,  induftry  and  commerce 
of  the  country. 

.  With  the  utmoft  gratitude  we  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  fenfe  which  your 
tnajefty  expreffies  of  the  public  fpirit 
which  has  been  fo  eminently  dif- 
played  by  your  people,  and  of  the 
conduct  of  your  majefty's  troops  of 
every  delcription,  which  has  juft ly 
entitled  them  to  the  additional 
efteem  and  admiration  of  their 
country. 

And  we  moft  heartily  congratu¬ 
late  your  majefly  on  the  fignal  and 
decifive  victory,  with  which  Provi¬ 
dence  has  rewarded  the  exertions  of 
your  fleet  under  the  command  of 
admiral  lord  Duncan  ;  an  event 
-which  has  crowned  the  repeated 
maritime  fucceffies  obtained  over  all 
our  enemies,  and  has,  indeed,  af¬ 
forded  a  brilliant  addition  to  the 
numerous  and  heroic  exploits 


which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
war,  have,  railed  to  the  higheft  pitch 
the  naval  glory  of  the  country. 

It  will  afford  us  great  fatisfaCtion 
to  find  that  any  branches  of  our  ex¬ 
pence  will  admit  of  reduction,  con¬ 
fidently  with  the  continuance  of 
thofe  vigorous  efforts  which  muff;  bo 
neceffary  for  our  fafety,  and  which, 
at  all  events,  cannot  fail  to  be  at¬ 
tended  with  heavy  expence.  In  con* 
fidering  what  may  be  the  beft  mode 
of  defraying  it,  we  (hall,  undoubted¬ 
ly,  bear  in  mind  the  nature  of  the 
prefent  crifis ;  and,  in  eftimating 
the  value  of  any  temporary  facri- 
fices,  we  Dial  1  not  lofe  light  of  the 
infinite  importance  of  fup porting  ef¬ 
fectually  our  public  credit,  and  of 
convincing  the  enemy  that,  while 
we  join  in  your  majefly’s  anxious 
defire  for  the  conclufion  of  peace, 
on  fafe  and  honourable  terms,  we 
poffefs  the  means,  as  well  as  the 
determination,  to  fupport  with  vi¬ 
gour  this  arduous  conteft,  as  long 
as  it  may  be  rendered  neceflaiy, 
for  maintaining  the  fafety,  honour, 
and  independence  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms. 

We  befeech  your  majefty  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  our  loyalty  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  your  majefty,  and  our  anxi¬ 
ous  regard  for  the  interefts  of  your 
fubje&s,  will  enfure  our  perfever- 
ance  in  that  line  of  conduct  which 
may  beft  preferve  the  advantages 
refulting  to  your  people,  from  your 
majefty ’s  aufpicious  government. 

The  bleffings  which  we  derive 
from  our  civil  and  religious  efta- 
bliffiments  have  long  been  deeply 
imprinted  on  our  minds ;  and  we 
cannot  but  feel  more  and  more, 
from  the  events  of  every  day,  how 
much  they  diftinguilh  us  among  all 
the  nations  of  Europe :  We  lhall 
never  he  unmindful  that  they  can 

only 
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only  be  preferred  by  inculcating 
and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and 
obedience  to  the  laws,  by  repreffmg 
with  promptitude  evenr  attempt  to 
difturb  our  internal  tranquillity  ; 
and  by  maintaining  inviolate  that 
happy  conftitution  which  we  in¬ 
herit  from  our  anceftors,  on  which 
the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  every 
clafs  of  your  majefly’s  fubjeds  ef- 
fentially  depend. 

answer  : 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  warmed  thanks 
for  this  loyal  and  dutiful  addrels, 
and  for  the  expreilions  of  your  af- 
fedionate  attachment  to  my  perfon 
and  government.  The  affurances 
of  your  firm  determination  to  re¬ 
fid,  to  the  utmod,  the  unwarrant¬ 
able  pretenfions  and  inordinate  am¬ 
bition  of  the  enemy,  afford  me  the 
highed  fatisfadion  at  this  impor¬ 
tant  conjuudure.  Theyjultify  the 
reliance  which  I  have  uniformly 
placed  on  the  vigour  and  wifdom 
of  your  councils,  and  leave  me  no 
room  to  doubt  that  the  drength 
and  refources  of  thefe  kingdoms 
will  be  effedually  employed  in  fup- 
porting  our  deared  intereds,  main¬ 
taining  our  happy  conftitution,  and 
vindicating  the  honour  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  country. 


Prottji  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  on  the 
rejection  of  his  Amendment*  to 
the  Address  of  their  Lordships , 
November  2. 

Dissentient, 

id.  BECAUSE  the  amendment, 
which  has  been  rejeded,  appeared 
to  me  necellary  to  fave  the  honour 


of  this  houfe  from  being  implicated 
in  approving  a  negotiation,  of  which 
we  knew  little  more  than  that  it 
has  drawn  dowrn  new  contumelies 
and  indignities,  new  injuries  and 
outrages,  on  his  majefty  and  his 
people.  Of  thefe  indeed  too  much  is 
already  known.  His  majedy  has 
been  advifed  to  fet  forth  a  detailed 
account  of  them  to  France,  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  to  the  world,  as  if  the 
late  abrupt  conclufion  of  the  negoti¬ 
ation  by  the  diredory,  and  the  in- 
fulting  difmiffion  of  our  ambaffador, 
were  not  the  notorious  and  immedi¬ 
ate  confequence  of  the  public  voice 
of  France  having  been  over-ruled  by 
force  and  terror ;  and  as  if  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  however  in  great  part  fub- 
dued  alfo  by  force  and  terror,  and 
America,  the  only  part  of  the  world 
out  of  Europe  which  is  diredly  con- 
neded  with  the  fydem  of  Europe, 
were  not  too  well  acquainted  before 
with  the  difpofition  and  principles 
of  the  common  enemv.  On  his 

a/ 

fide,  w7e  are  told  that  there  was  a 
ftudied  accumulation  of  every  thing 
that  could  offend  and  irritate  a  high- 
minded  people,  fucli  as  the  people 
of  England  once  was  ; — a  wanton 
violation  of  all  the  mutually  re- 
fpedful  forms  which  long  ufage  has 
eftablifhed  in  the  interconfe  of  free 
nations  ; — and  a  final  demand  (to 
which,  from  the  moment  of  our 
firft  pacific  overtures,  that  arrogant 
power  has  conftantly  recurred)  of  a 
dired  furrender  of  our  independ¬ 
ence,  by  taking  his  laws  and  trea¬ 
ties  for  the  bafis  of  negotiations,' 
and  indeed  for  a  preliminary  to  all 
difcullion.  On  our  fide,  it  is  avow¬ 
ed  that  there  was  a  departure  from 
all  the  rules  of  common  prudence, 
by  difclofing  all  our  objeds  before 


*  The  amendment  was  to  leave  out  that  part  of  the  addrefs  of  the  lords,  which 
implied  approbation  of  the  attempt  to  negotiate. 
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we  could  learn  any  one  definitive 
pretention  of  the  enemy,  as  the 
price  of  peace ;  and  a  patience 
that,  it  is  too  much  to  be  feared, 
France,  Europe,  and  the  world,  to 
which  it  is  declared,  may  miftake 
for  pufillanimity.  The  circumftances 
which  could  warrant  fuch  a  con¬ 
duct,  fo  contrary  to  all  common  po¬ 
licy,  ought  indeed  to  be  weighty 
and  grave,  if  not  imperious  and  ir- 
refiftible,  under  our  prefent  circum¬ 
ftances.  To  take  any  ftep  which  may 
feem,  however  diftantly,  to  approve 
that  conduit,  can  only  tend  to  de¬ 
ceive  his  maj e  fly’s  minifters  as  to 
the  fentiments  of  this  houfe,  and 
induce  ftill  greater  humiliation, 
which  muft  terminate  in  ruin  as 
well  as  in  difhonour.  No  country 
can  be  fafe  which  is  not  refpedled  ; 
no  country  can  hope  to  be  refpeded 
that  does  not  firft  refpect  itfelf. 

2dly.  Becaufe,  having  recorded 
my  fentiments  on  the  journals  of 
this  houfe  when  this  train  of  mea- 
fures  was  new,  and  the  refult  of  the 
firft  experiment  yet  in  fufpenfe,  I 
have  now  the  afflidion  of  finding, 
that  whatever  I  had  apprehended 
from  it  has  been  very  much  exceed¬ 
ed  by  its  effeds,  in  railing  the  in- 
folence  and  audacity  of  the  enemy, 
and  in  breaking  down  that  fpirit 
and  energy  of  government,  which 
can  alone  work  out  our  fafety  in 
this  awful  juncture,  or  give  dignity 
and  glory  to  our  fall. 

3dly.  Becaufe  the  facrifices  which 
liis  majefty  has  lately  been  advifed 
to  offer,  and  ftill  to  declare  himfelf 
ready  to  make,  cannot  now  have 
the  fame  object  which  the  fame,  or 
fimilar  offers,  had  on  a  former  occa- 
fion.  We  were  then  anxious,  by 
fhe  cefiion  of  our  own  acquifitions, 
to  redeem  the  moft  important  part 
ff  the  ancient  efiabliftied  fyllem 


of  Europe,  in  which  a  breach  had 
been  made,  and  which  wTas  menaced 
with  ftill  greater  danger.  In  diffe¬ 
rent  treaties  of  peace,  fometimes 
England,  fometimes  France,  fome¬ 
times  other  ftates,  according  to  the 
circumftances  of  the  jundure,  have 
furrendered  more  or  lefs  of  their  ac¬ 
tual  conquefts  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
ftoring  the  general  balance  of  power, 
for  the  general  fafety.  In  fuck 
a  peace  we  fhould  have  had  fome 
apparent  fecurity,  though  (lender 
indeed,  againft  the  ambition  and 
principles  of  republican  France. 
But  our  laft  propofed  facrifices  were 
offered  merely  to  obtain  peace.  For 
that,  and  for  that  alone,  we  were 
prepared  to  give  up  poffeftions  which, 
under  the  laws  of  war,  had  become 
our  own,  whilft  the  enemy  had  in¬ 
variably  infilled  on  keeping  almoft 
every  thing  which  his  arms  had 
conquered  from  the  other  great 
powers  of  Europe.  Every  thing 
that  may  be  necefiary  to  give  ra¬ 
tional  fecurity  to  an  enemy  (hewing 
a  true  pacific  difpofition,  would  be 
well  furrendered  without  any  com- 
penfation  ;  but  a  propofal  to  pur- 
chafe  peace,  as  a  valuable  con- 
fideration  in  itfelf,  is  a  diftindl  ad- 
miffion  of  inferiority,  or  a  proof  of 
pufillanimity,  never  honourable,  and 
therefore  never  fafe  to  a  great  na¬ 
tion.  efpecially  in  the  face  of  an 
enemy  who  meafures  all  right  by 
power  and  audacity;  and  a  gain  ft 
whom,  it  was  admitted  in  debate  by 
his  majefty ’s  minifters,  “  That  no 
fecurity  could  be  found  in  peace, 
without  uncommon  caution,  and  an 
uncommon  degree  of  warlike  pre¬ 
paration/'  A  treaty  formed  on  fuch 
a  principle  may  be  complimented 
with  the  name  of  peace,  but  it  will 
be  in  effelt  only  a  fufpenfion  of  ac¬ 
tive  hoftility,  without  any  of  the 

advantages 
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advantages  of  peace,  and  fubject  to 
all  the  expences  and  dangers  of 
■war. 

4thly.  Becaufe  the  whole  con¬ 
duct,  as  well  as  declarations  of  the 
enemy,  fince  the  opening  of  the  laft 
feffion,  had  been  particulaily  point¬ 
ed  ago i  11ft  this  country,  lo  as  to 
leave  no  rational  ground  of  expect¬ 
ing  any  event  from  negotiation  but 
that  which  has  followed,  of  unavail¬ 
ing;  humiliation.  The  original  trea- 
ty  of  France  with  America  was  moft 
unjuftly  infringed,  and  avowedly 
becaufe  the  latter  country  would  not 
infift  on  our  granting  nominally  to  her, 
but  really  to  France,  exceptions  and 
immunities  which  derogated  from 
the  general  maritime  law  refpeciing 
neutral  nations,  while  no  one  word 
of  conciliation  was  ever  ufed  to¬ 
wards  us.  Our  ally  the  emperor  was 
by  turns  menaced  and  careffed,  to 
induce  him  to  hften  to  a  feparatc 
peace  :  And  in  the  very  outfet  of 
our  late  negotiation,  his  majefty  has 
declared,  that  “  Modes  were  infill¬ 
ed  upon,  the  moft  inconliftent  with 
the  enemy’s  own  conduct  in  every 
other  inftance.”  What  has  never 
yet  been  demanded  by  that  infolent 
government  from  any  other  great 
ftate  of  Europe,  was  exacted  from 
ns,  that  we  fliould  become  acceffa-' 
ries  in  violating  all  the  ancient 
nfages,  invented  and  received  to 
guard  the  independency  and  dig¬ 
nity  even  of  the  weakeft  powers. 
No  tolerably  fee  lire  and  honour¬ 
able  peace  could  have  come,  or 
ever  can  come,  from  a  negotiation 
commenced  and  continued  in  that 
fpirit. 

5 thly .  Becaufe,  while  his  majef¬ 
ty  perfifted  in  a  difpofition  to  treat, 
and  when  he  again  offered  in  his 
public  declaration  to  ratify  the 
terms  before  propofed  by  him,  the 
$ 


whole  ground  had  failed  on  which 
alone  his  majefty  had  been  induced, 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1793,  to 
declare,  for  the  firft  time,  a  delire 
of  meeting  any  difpofition  which 
the  enemy  might  manifeft  to  nego¬ 
tiate  a  general  peace  on  juft  and 
fuitable  terms.  That  ground,  as  it 
was  previoufly  explained  to  us  by 
his  majefty’s  fpeech  on  the  open¬ 
ing  of  that  fefiioii  ;  and  as  all  his 
majefty’s  minifters  conftantly  ar¬ 
gued  in  debate,  was  the  eftablifh- 
ment  in  France  “  of  an  order  of 
things  compatible  with  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  other  countries,  and  af¬ 
fording  a  reafonable  expectation  of 
fecurity  and  permanence  in  any 
treaty  which  might  be  concluded.” 
Such  an  order  of  things  was  bene¬ 
volently  hoped  by  his  majefty  to 
have  been  eftahlilhed  in  the-third 
new  conftitution  made  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  French  republic.  In 
the  interim  between  our  two  ne¬ 
gotiations  at  Paris  and  at  Lifle,  the 
firft  election,  not  immediately  con- 
trouled  by  an  armed  force,  came  on 
under  that  conftitution.  The  true 
voice  of  the  majority  of  France  was 
for  the  firft  time  heard,  and  heard 
againft  the  adlual  government  of 
that  wretched  country.  The  ar¬ 
mies  were  called  in  to  ftifle  that 
voice.  The  principal  leaders  of  the 
two  legiflative  councils  were  feized 
and  tranfported,  without  any  form 
of  trial : — a  new  and  unheard-of 
thing  even  in  the  hiftory  of  their 
injuftice  :  —  nearly  two-thirds  of 
France  were  disfranchifed ;  the 
prefs  filenced  ;  the  clergy  again 
prolcribed,  and  the  moft  arbitrary 
and  ferocious  meafures  threatened, 
as  well  as  fome  absolutely  taken, 
againft  all  that  remains  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  gentry,  and  magiftracv  of  the. 
ancient  monarchy.  The  power 

now 


bow  eflablifhed  is  notorioufly  the 
very  fame  in  character,  in  maxims, 
and  in  conduct,  as  well  as  for  the 
molt  part  exercifed  or  fupported  by 
the  fame  men,  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  exifted  at,  and  loon  af¬ 
ter,  the  commencement  of  the  war  ; 
and  which  was  truly  defended  in 
his  majefty’s  declaration  of  the  29th 
of  October,  1793,  as  a  “  itate  of 
things  that  could  not  exift  in  France 
without  involving  all  the  furround¬ 
ing  powers  in  one  common  danger, 
without  giving  them  the  right, 
without  imputing  it  upon  them  as  a 
duty,  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  an  evil 
which  exifted  only  by  the  lac  cel- 
five  violation  of  all  law  and  all 
property  ;  and  which  attacked  the 
fundamental  principles  by  which 
mankind  are  united  in  the  bonds 
of  civil  fociety.”  It  was  againft 
that  government  li  that  his  ma- 
jefty  then  called  upon  the  people 
of  France  to  join  the  ftandard  of 
an  hereditary  monarchy,  in  order 
to  unite  themfelves  once  more  un¬ 
der  the  empire  of  law,  of  morality, 
and  religion.”  The  continuance 
of  the  fame  fort  of  government, 
changing  never  as  to  its  fundamen¬ 
tal  principles,  though  fluctuating 
perpetually  as  to  the  perfons  of  the 
ufurpers  who  occafionally  tyrannize 
over  the  enflaved  people,  has  con¬ 
firmed  me  more  than  ever  in  my 
full  alien t  to  the  wifdom  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  declaration  then  made. 

6thly.  Becaufe,  though  the  moft 
abfolute  and  overruling  neceflity 
could  hardly  palliate,  much  id's 
juftify,  the  facrifices  which  the  late 
negotiation  would  have  made  of 
our  dignity,  honour,  and  indepen¬ 
dence,  together  with  our  acquifi- 
tions  ;  yet  we  have  the  fatisfaCtio’n 
of  knowing  how  and  when  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  minifters  advifed  him  in  his 
Vot.  XXXIX. 


declaration  to  repeat  his  offers  ©f 
peace.  They  alfo  know  that  no¬ 
thing  in  any  degree  approaching  to 
Inch  neceflity  exifts.  The  relative 
iituation  of  this  kingdom  with  re¬ 
gard  to  France,  is  much  improved 
fince  laft  year.  We  have  loft  no¬ 
thing: — we  have  gained  fomethmg. 
The  extenfion  of  the  enemy’s  do¬ 
minion,  under  the  name  of  protec¬ 
tion,  in  the  interior  of  Italy,  gives 
him  little  additional  means  of  im¬ 
mediately  annoying  us.  The  ma¬ 
rine  of  thofe  allies,  through  whom 
alone  he  hoped  to  aCt  againft  us,  has 
been  crippled  by  our  glorious  vic¬ 
tories.  We  are  fecure  from  him, 
and  he  is  left  open,  by  the  indifput- 
ed  fuperiority  of  our  navy,  to  our 
attack,  if  his  majefty  (hall  be  ad¬ 
vifed  to  call  forth  the  fpirit  and 
energy  of  his  people,  and  to  carry 
fuccour  and  abidance  to  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  that  nation  groaning  under 
the  tyranny  of  the  ufurpation,  and 
manifefting,  on  every  occafion,  fen- 
timents  of  difaffechon  and  hoftility 
towards  the  eftablilhment  deceit¬ 
fully  and  cruelly  impofed  on  them 
as  a  mild  and  beneficent  conftitu- 
tion.  This  is  a  bate  of  things  not 
the  refult  of  my  {peculation,  hut 
derived  from  the  ad  million  of  the 
ufurpers  themfelves,,  It  is  by  them 
brought  forward  in  their  late  de-> 
clarations  as  their  j  unification,  and 
as  the  imperious  and  irrefiftible  mo¬ 
tive  for  violently  disfranchifing  fo 
large  a  majority  of  the  nation  of 
thofe  rights  and  privileges  upon 
which,  as  upon  an  unalterable  balls, 
the  pretended  liberties  of  their  re¬ 
public  were  built  and  efiablifhed. 
The  pecuniary  dill  refs  and  embar- 
raffments  of  the  enemy  have  en« 
creafed,  fo  as  to  have  been  a  pre* 
tence  for  fome  of  the  late  violent 
proceedings  in  France;  while,  on 
*  B  b  the 


37°*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797 


the  contrary,  the  enquiries  of  our 
committees  have  long  tince  pre¬ 
pared  the  houfe  to  anticipate  the 
pleafing  affurances  of  his  majefty, 
u  ihat  we  poffefs  means  and  re- 
fources  proportionate  to  the  objects 
which  were  at  (take  ;  that  our  re¬ 
venue  has  continued  highly  produc¬ 
tive,  our  national  induftry  has  been 
extended,  and  our  commerce  has 
furpafied  its  former  limits." 

Wen t worth  Fitzwilliam. 


J oiiit  Addrefs  of  both  Hovfes  of 

Parliament  to  his  Majejly,  p re¬ 
filled  JAov.  15,  1797. 

WE,  your  majefty’s  molt  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjects,  the  lords  fpi- 
ntual  and  temporal,  in  parliament 
affembled,  have  taken  into  our 
moft  ferious  confideration  the  pa¬ 
pers  which  your  majelty  has  been 
pleafed  to  direct  to  be' laid  before 
us,  on  the  fubject  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion  into  which  your  majelty  had 
entered,  with  the  view  of  rafter¬ 
ing  to  your  people  a  fecure  and 
honourable  peace. — In  every  ftage 
of  that  tranfa&ion  we  have  recog¬ 
nized  your  majefty’s  invariable  and 
unremitted  folicitude  for  our  pro- 
fperity  and  welfare,  while  we  have 
feen,  on  the  other  hand,  the  moll 
abundant  proofs  of  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  that  fpirit  of  inveterate 
animoftty  and  defperate  ambition, 
on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  in  which 
the  prefent  conteft  firlt  originated. 
Your  majefty’s  conduct,  charac¬ 
terized  by  an  unexampled  mode¬ 
ration,  opennefs,  and  confillency, 
has  left  to  the  enemy  no  means  of 
evafion,  no  fubterfuge  of  difguife 
or  artifice.  It  can  no  longer  be 
denied,  that  their  conduct  is  actuat¬ 
ed  by  a  fixed  determination  of  ex¬ 


cluding  all  means  of  peace,  and  of 
purluing,  at  all  hazards,  their  hoftile 
defigns  again  ft  the  happinefs  and 
fafety  of  thele  kingdoms  ;  even  the 
vain  pretence  of  pacific  difpontions 
is  now  abandoned,  and  the  real 
pur  pole  of  all  their  councils,  and 
oi  all  their  meafures,  at  length 
openly  and  publicly  avowed.  It  is 
to  our  laws  and  government  that 
they  have  declared  their  irrecon- 
cileable  hatred.  No  facrifice  will 
content  them  but  that  of  our  liberty; 
no  conceffion  but  that  of  our  envied 
and  happy  conllitution. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  we 
feel  the  duty  which  we  owe,  in  this 
great  cribs,  to  God  and  to  our  coun¬ 
try.  Animated  by  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  which  your  majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  declare  to  your  people, 
and  to  the  world — attached  to  your 
majefty  by  principles  of  duty  and 
gratitude,  and  fenftble  that  it  is 
only  from  courage  and  firmnefs 
that  we  can  look  for  prefent  fafety, 
or  permanent  peace,  we  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  defend,  with  unlhaken 
relolution,  your  majefty’s  throne, 
the  lives  and  property  of  our  fel- 
low-fubje&s,  the  government  and 
conllitution  of  our  country,  and 
the  honour  and  independency  of 
the  Britilh  empire.  We  know  that 
great  exertions  are  neceflary ;  we 
are  prepared  to  make  them :  And, 
placing  our  firm  reliance  on  that 
Divine  protection  which  has  always 
hitherto  been  extended  to  us,  we 
wall  iupport  your  maj-efty  to  the 
utmoft,  and  ftand  or  fall  with  our 
religion,  laws,  and  liberties. 

Answer. 

My  lords,  and  gentlemen. 

Nothing  could  be  more  fatis- 
factory  to  me,  than  this  unanimous, 
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declaration  of  the  fentiments  of  my 
two  houfes  of  parliament.  They  are 
fuch  as  the  conduct  and  declared 
intention  of  the  enemy  could  not 
fail  to  produce.  We  are  engaged 
in  a  caufe  which  is  common  to  us 
all,  and  contending  for  every  in- 
terelt  which  a  free  and  independent 
nation  can  have  to  maintain.  Un¬ 
der  the  bleffing  of  Providence,  I 
look  with  confidence  to  the  iffue 
of  this  great  conteft  :  but  in  every 
event  my  refolulion  is  taken.  It  is 
fuch  as  1  owe  to  God,  to  my  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  myfelf ;  and  it  is  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  fentiments  which 
you  have  this  day  declared  to  me. 
I  will  not  be  wanting  to  my 
people,  but  will  hand,  or  fall,  with 
them,  in  the  defence  of  our  religion, 
and  in  the  maintenance  of  the'  in¬ 
dependence,  laws,  and  liberties  of 
thefe  kingdoms. 

O 


Note  of  Lord  Malm e (bury. 

The  following  Commentary  on  the 
concluding  Note  of  Lord  Malmef- 
bury,  appears  in  the  Redadteur  of 
the  l%th  infant. 

IT  is  difficult,  we  mu  ft  confefs, 
to  withhold  a  few  obfervations  on 
this  note.  Why  fhould  lord  Malmef- 
bury  afthme  an  air  of  farrow  at 
quitting  Lifle,  on  what  he  calls 
“  the  formal  and  pofttive  injunc¬ 
tion’'  of  the  directory?  This  is  for- 
row  expreffed  without  reafon.  He 
had  been  fen t  to  Lifle  with  powers, 
of  which  he  could  not  avail  himfelf. 
When,  in  fine,  we  were  at  a  lofs  to 
know  to  what  we  were  to  attribute 
his  tergiverfations,  he  was  afked 
to  fay  truly,  and  all  theology  apart, 
whether  he  had  the  power  to  em¬ 
ploy  his  powers ;  that  is  to  fay, 


whether  he  could  negotiate  on  the 
bafis  of  our  laws  and  our  treaties  ? 
To  this  queftion,  with  which  it  was 
neceffary  to  end,  and  with  which, 
perhaps,  we  ought  to  have  begun, 
lord  Malmefbury,  in  a  melancholy 
tone,  anfwered,  No!  What  courfe 
do  our  plenipotentiaries  then  adopt? 
In  fabt,  that  which  was  the  heft  for 
his  lordfhip.  “  My  lord,”  fay  they, 

“  you  have  a  court  which  treats 
you  very  ill — they  make  a  jeft  of 
you,  and  you  were  never  formed 
for  fuch  a  purpofe.  The  ftrft  time 
they  fuffered  you  to  depart  without 
powers  ;  and  the  fecond  time,  with 
powers  which  were  powerlefs !  This 
is  nothing  more  than  a  game— a 
mere  myftification.  Return  quickly, 
and  fay,  in  a  firm  tone,  to  the  ca¬ 
binet  which  has  treated  you  fo  un¬ 
worthily,  That  they  either  fhould 
not  in  future  charge  you  with  their 
commiffions,  or  fhould  give  you 
fuch  powers'  as  are  neceffary  to 
carry  them  into  effeft ! 

“  Do  you  know,  my  lord,  to 
what  you  bear  a  refemblance  ?  To 
a  man  who  comes  in  hafte,  and 
out  of  breath,  to  a  place  agreed 
upon,  from  whence  he  is  to  ftart  in 
a  car  on  a  rapid  and  brilliant  courfe; 
but  comes  the  ftrft  time  without 
horfes ;  and  the  fecond  time  with 
holies  that  are  lame !  Let  your 
friends,  my  lord,  give  you  horfes, 
and  horfes  that  will  not  halt!” 

In  the  event,  it  appears  that 
lord  Malmefbury  regrets  his  quit¬ 
ting  Lifle.  He  thought  that  the 
heft  mode  of  remaining  there  for  a 
long  time,  was  to  do  nothing.  The 
moment  at  length  arrived,  which 
proved  that  this  was  not  the  method 
to  remain  there.  But  let  him  not*- 
complain ;  we  have  pointed  out 
to  him  the  means  of  enfhring  his 
return. 

His 
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His  powers,  he  fays,  were  not 
delufive.  This  may  be  ;  but  it  muft 
be  admitted,  that,  if  any  thing  ever 
refembled  a  delation,  it  is  thole 
powers,  which  could  lead  to  nothing 
but  a  negotiation  on  blank  paper, 
and  proportions,  of  which  every 
line  offered  an  hiatus, 

“  His  powers,”  he  fays,  a  were 
not  limited.”  Good  God  !  why  did 
he  not  fay  this  at  Lifle  ?  Why  does 
he  poftpone  this  declaration  until 
his  arrival  at  London  ?  Even  fo 
much  as  this  was  not  afked  of  him. 
If  he  could  have  negotiated  on  the 
bafis  of  the  laws  and  treaties  by 
which  we  are  bound,  this  would 
have  been  fufficient  for  the  purpofes 
of  negotiation,  though  he  had  after¬ 
wards  announced  every  poffible  li¬ 
mitation.  Why  did  he  not  fay,  “  I 
have  a&ual  powers  to  treat  on  thefe 
conditions,  but  I  feel  it  alfo  to  be 
an  incumbent  duty  to  propofe  to 
you  fuch  and  fuch  things  ?”  Why 
did  not  he,  who  on  his  firft  journey 
could  neither  fpeak  nor  dream  but 
of  the  principle  of  compenfation, 
and  who  for  three  months  fcarcely 
ufed  another  word — why  did  not 
he,  on  his  fecond  voyage,  fay,  (if 
his  powers  were  unlimited,)  “  I 
have  the  power  to  reftore  every 
thing,  becaufe  I  am  poffelTed  of 
every  power,  but  I  demand  certain 
compenfations  ?”  There  would  not 
have  been  much  of  good  faith  in 
fuch  a  proceeding,  but  there  would, 
at  lead,  have  been  fome  dexterity. 
In  fine,  his  powers  were  limited  at 
Lifle.  He  goes  to  London,  and  he 
finds  them  to  be  unlimited  !  Which 
fnali  we  believe  ;  this  tardy  decla¬ 
ration,  or  the  prior  confeffion  which 
efcaped  from  his  rare  franknefs, 
when  he  was  among  us  ? 

As  to  the  refumption  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  offered  by  our  negotiators 


remaining  at  Lifle,  the  u  Under** 
figned,"  refers  to  his  preceding 
note,  “  where  he  has  pointed  out, 
with  franknefs  and  precifion,  the 
only  mode  which  remains  for  re¬ 
opening  the  negociation.”  This  pre¬ 
ceding  note,  which  bears  date  the 
23d  of  September,  and  of  which  we 
have  received  a  copy  from  London, 
imports,  “  that  the  negotiation  can¬ 
not  be  refumed  but  on  the  bafis  of 
the  detailed  projet  which  he  had 
produced  early  after  his  arrival  at 
Lifle,  or  by  paffing  to  him  a  cont re¬ 
projet  of  a  conciliatory  nature." 
This  projet ,  “  detailed  with  fo 
much  franknefs,”  is,  as  we  know,  a 
projet  all  in  blanks.  A  contre- 
projet ,  made  up  alfo  of  blanks, 
might  be  in  unifon,  but  it  could 
not  be  regarded  as  conciliatory! 

Lord  Malmefbury,  in  the  end, 
declares,  that  the  king,  his  matter, 
cannot  treat  in  an  enemy’s  country, 
unlefs  afiured  that  proper  refpedt 
be  paid  to  his  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary,  &c. 

Is  there  any  deficiency  of  that 
refpedf  which  is  due  to  ourfeives  as 
well  as  to  the  nation  with  whom 
we  treat,  in  demanding  from  a  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  thofe  powers  which  are 
neceffary  for  an  actual  negotiation  f 
The  true  refpedt,  on  Tuch  an  occa- 
fion,  confifts  in  negotiators  fhewing' 
themfelves  fparing  of  the  blood  of 
the  people — in  not  faerificing  their 
happinefs  to  the  unworthy  play  of 
diplomacy — in  not  lofing  an  inftant 
in  vain  fufceptibility,  when  the  ob¬ 
ject  is  to  reftore  peace  to  the  world. 
It  is  a  breach  of  this  refped,  which 
is  confecrated  by  all  the  ufages, 
and  all  the  laws  of  nations,  to  dare 
to  fend  away  an  ambaffador  for  a 
caufe,  which  is  totally  foreign  to  the. 
power  with  whom  he  refides.  Lord 
Malmefbury  well  knows  what  power 
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it  is  that  has  indulged  itfelf  in  this 
flagrant  violation  of  every  prin¬ 
ciple  ! 

What  is  in  itfelf  at  once  ridi¬ 
culous  and  difgufting,  is,  to  pretend 
that  the  power  which  could  commit 
fuch  an  outrage,  is  not  the  real 
author  of  the  war  which  iollowed, 
and  which  has  caufed  the  effufion  of 
feas  of  blood. 


On  the  late  Negotiation  at  Lifle. 

From  the  Redacieur , 

TAKE  a  map  of  the  world,  and 
let  the  pen  of  the  obferver  trace 
from  London  the  line  of  domination 
which  England  defcribes  on  the 
globe,  to  the  injury  of  the  nations 
which  inhabit  it.  View  that  cri¬ 
minal  policy  which  feizes  Corfica  ; 
reigns  in  the  name  of  Louis  at  Tou¬ 
lon  ;  violates,  by  afifaflination,  the 
neutrality  of  Genoa;  renders  Naples 
the  dupe  of  its  artifices  ;  affociates 
its  pope  with  the  pope  of  Rome  ; 
would  procure  the  exchange  of  the 
valuable  rock  of  Malta  for  fome 
fertile  fettlements  in  the  Windward 
Iflands ;  domineers  at  Leghorn; 
fubfidizes  the  royal  gaoler  of  the 
Alps  ;  makes  of  our  traitors  at  Qui- 
beron  and  at  Mole  Nicholas,  points 
of  aim  for  the  guns  of  our  batteries  ; 
directs  the  fabres  of  the  Algerines, 
and  the  fcalping  knives  of  the  In¬ 
dian  favages  againft  independent 
America.  It  founded  Sierra  Leone; 
but  no  philanthropic  fpirit  animated 
this  undertaking.  Its  objeCt  was 
to  approximate  its  power  to  the 
Canaries  and  Cape  Verd  Iflands, 
and  to  feize  them  when  an  opportu¬ 
nity  occurred.  Not  far  from  the 
feat  of  its  hypocritical  humanity, 
the  monfter  of  its  ferocious  avarice 


roars  for  prey !  By  the  fide  of  Sierra 
Leone,  its  negro  merchants  trade  in 
ivory,  gold-duft,  and  in  men  ;  its  ava¬ 
ricious  fpirit  produces  a  horrible  and 
eternal  reparation  between  hufband 
and  wife,  between  father  and  fon? 
for  a  few  knives,  or  fome  trinkets  ! 
It  devours  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; 
and,  feating  itfelf  on  Table  Moun¬ 
tain,  it  menaces  the  Ifies  of  France 
and  Reunion.  Trincomale,  the 
theatre  of  French  glory  in  1778, 
falls  into  its  power:  Ceylon  excites 
its  third  of  gain  and  dominion.  A 
part  of  the  furface  of  the  globe, 
larger  than  France,  favoured  by  the 
belt  gifts  of  nature,  and  rendered 
flourithing  by  all  the  arts  and  ma¬ 
nufactures  of  Afia,  groans  under  the 
tyranny  of  its  merchants.  Though 
Bengal  appears  to  be  only  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  native  princes,  thole 
bend  under  the  yoke  of  the  Englifh 
Company.  The  innumerable  agents 
of  llaftings  have  laid  wafte"  this 
opulent  country :  they  have  devour¬ 
ed  both  the  princes  and  the  people, 
while  they  irritated  them  againft 
each  other.  This  infamous  policy 
branches  even  to  China.  Its  am- 
bafladors,  more  dangerous  than  the 
jefuits,  enter  in  triumph  into  Pekin, 
where  they  folicit  an  interdiction 
on  the  commerce  of  every  nation 
but  their  own.  It  extends  its  chain 
over  New  Guinea,  Otaheite,  and 
all  the  iflands  of  the  South  Sea. 
There  it  is  feparated  into  two 
branches:  one  threatens  Acapul¬ 
co,  Mexico,  Nootka  Sound,  and 
all  the  coall  of  North  America, 
which  it  leeks  to  join  to  Canada, 
The  other  covets  the  foutherri  he- 
mifphere,  penetrates  the  Streights 
of  Magellan,  appropriates  to  itfelf 
the  Molucca  Iflands,  and  carries  at 
once  crime  and  virtue  to  the  fhores 
*  B  b  3  of 
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of  Botany  Bay.  To  have  extended 
its  empire  over  three  quarters  of 
the  globe,  and  to  have  perceived 
from  new  continents  the  South  Pole, 
does  not  fatisfy  its  inordinate  am¬ 
bition.  It  has  not  forgotten  the 
proportions  made  in  1773,  by  the 
oppreffed  people  of  Spanilh  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  deliver  up  Carthagena  and 
the  plate  of  the  churches  for  the 
protection  of  a  republic,  to  be  form¬ 
ed  on  the  wreck  of  the  Spanilh  and 
Portuguefe  pofieffions.  It  cuts  down 
the  precious  wood  of  Campechy, 
and  fofiers  the  difcontenis  of  the 
Indians  of  that  coaft.  It  takes 
poffeffion  of  the  Ill  and  of  Trinidad, 
and  makes  the  trade-wind  of  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico  the  fport  and  the 
Inftrument  of  its  profperity.  This 
ifiand  is  the  firft  of  the  Windward 
lilands,  and  joins  to  that  incalcu¬ 
lable  advantage,  the  greateft  ferti¬ 
lity.  I11  concert  with  the  planters 
of  Guadaloupe  and  Martinico,  it 
conquered  thefe  illands,  and  obtained 
by  treafon  the  aim  oft  entire  poffef¬ 
fion  of  St.  Domingo  It  has  forti¬ 
fied  the  Mole,  the  Gibraltar  of  the 
new  world,  from  the  fummit  of 
which  it  views  the  pofieffions  of  the 
powers  of  Europe,  and  hopes  to 
fubdue  the  Spaniards  of  America, 
and  both  the  Guyanas :  it  intends 
to  fhut  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  againft 
the  Swedes  and  Danes.  It  me¬ 
naces  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  It 
watches  the  treafures  which  Cadiz 
receives  annually,  it  has  already 
faid,  This  fuperb  gulph  belongs  to 
as  exclufively .  By  Trinidada,  it  has 
the  key  of  the  entry  to  this  vaft 
bay ;  and  by  the  poffeffion  of  the 
Floridan  Archipelago,  it  has  that 
of  its  outlet.  At  the  Bahama 
illands,  and  at  Providence,  it  main¬ 
tains  hordes  of  pirates,  more  vo- 
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racious  than  the  fharks  of  thefe 
feas.  Between  rocks  and  funds,  it 
watches  every  veffel  going  to  the 
United  States  or  to  Europe,  it 
blockades  New  Orleans,  Penfacola, 
St.  Auguftin,  and  St.  Marian.  It 
fends  agents  into  France,  to  fell  the 
lands  of  the  favages  of  America, 
that  the  purchafers  may  be  deftroy- 
ed  when  they  attempt  to  take  pof¬ 
feffion.  It  fells  fcalping-knives  to 
thefe  favages,  and  a  liquor  which 
Simulates  them  to  acts  of  madnefs, 
and  leads  them  to  death.  It  makes 
every  flag  Alike  to  its  bloody 
ftandard ;  and  thole  who  efcape 
from  its  plunderers  in  the  narrow 
freights  of  the  Bahama  Illands,  do 
not  efcape  its  pirates  and  the  fhoals 
on  the  coaft  of  Bermuda.  By  its 
pride  and  its  avarice,  it  loft  its 
colonies  of  North  America  ;  by  its 
gold  and  its  intrigues,  it  is  about  to 
recover  them.  The  majority  of  the 
fenate  of  the  United  States  are  its 
planters,  its  debtors,  or  its  tribu¬ 
taries.  A  new  treaty  leaves  the 
Americans  only  the  burthen  of  ad- 
miniftration,  and  giv&s  to  England 
the  net  profits  of  the  produce  of 
that  vaft  country.  It  has  had  the 
addrefs  to  break  through  all  the 
bonds  which  fecured  the  independ¬ 
ence  and  the  glory  of  the  United 
States.  It  hopes  to  transform  the 
proficient's  chair  into  a  throne  for 
one  of  the  fons  of  George  III. ; 
and,  in  the  execution  of  this  plan, 
it  will  be  feconded  by  all  the  rich, 
who  dread  the  poor,  and  who  abhor 
virtue.  It  is,  above  all,  from  Ca¬ 
nada  that  it  hopes  to  extend  itfelf 
to  the  more  temperate  regions  of 
America.  It  therefore  favours,  by 
every  means  in  its  power,  the  po¬ 
pulation  within  the  line  that  it  has 
traced  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft  of 

the 
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the  continent.  It  knows  from  hif- 
tory,  that  invafions  are  never  made 
by  the  fouth  on  the  north,  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern 
countries  always  become  the  prey 
of  northern  conquerors,  whenever 
the  fentiment  of  liberty  or  the  fti- 
mulus  of  fanaticifm,  does  not  roufe 
them  from  that  torpor  which  the 
climate  naturally  creates.  I  he 
Englifli  population,  when  once  be¬ 
come  too  great  for  Canada,  will 
fpread  itfelf  on  the  United  States 
and  Spaniih  America,  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  gulph  of  Mexico  and 
the  coaft  of  Panama. 

This  ftatement  is  not  the  offspring 
of  a  delirious  imagination.  It  is 
the  policy  of  England  to  have  an 
eye  on  the  paft,  to  catch  at  the 
prefent,  and  to  fpeculate  on  the  fu¬ 
ture.— No  moral  motive  arrefts  its 
courfe.  It  wifhes  that  its  nation 
may  be  eternal  to  command — that 
the  people  of  every  nation  may  be 
eternal  to  be  enilaved  :  and  the  road 
that  it  takes  to  arrive  at  its  aim,  is 
that  which  the  bird  flies.  With 
this  defign,  it  etlabli flies -at  Halifax 
a  confiderable  port  for  the  protection 
of  its  fouthern  fquadrons  during  the 
winter,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  watch¬ 
ing  on  the  right,  the  harbours  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  left  for 
feizing  all  veffels  from  Newfound¬ 
land,  the  improvements  of  which  it 
is  defirous  to  appropriate  to  itfelf. 
It  then  extends  itfelf  to  the  Ardic 
Pole,  which,  by  the  chain  of  its 
navigation,  it  has  joined  to  the 
Antarctic.  The  fterility  of  the 
myjlanine  lakes,  the  appearance  of 
the  lhining  mountains,  the  Tees  of 
Greenland,  cannot  arreft  its  progrefs 
—  it  withes  to  direCl  the  induftry  of 
all  nations,  it  ftimulates  the  tri¬ 
butary  favage  to  the  murder  of  the 
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Anglo-American;  by  its  adventurers 
and  dealers  in  furriery,  it  opens  a 
paffage  to  the  Japanefe  fea,  and 
renders  a  defeent  to  California  eafy 
and  feaftble;  it  appropriates  to  itfelf, 
by  means  of  the  treaty  with  W.ath- 
ington,  the  exelufive  navigation  of 
the  Miffiffippi.  Return  to  Europe, 
and  it  makes  fubjed  to  her  manu- 
fadures,  Sweden,  Pruffia,  and  Den¬ 
mark;  Ruffia  may  be  confidered  in 
her  hand  as  a  bale  of  goods  bearing 
its  mark,  which  hie  fends  to  the 
fadors  of  London.  It  deadens  the 
Batavian  genius,  the  moment  it  is 
defirous  of  refuming  its  former  acti¬ 
vity  ;  it  blocks  up  our  ports,  and 
reduces  the  firft  power  in  the  world 
to  the  neceffity  of  carrying  on  fe- 
cretly  a  mere  coafting  trade.  It 
makes  the  country  of  the  Albu- 
auerques,and  the  Pombals, a  province 
fubjeded  to  it,  a  vineyard,  of  which 
it  alone  derives  the  fruit.  It  bom¬ 
bards  Spain;  it  blocks  up  the 
Streiehts  of  Gibraltar,  from  whole 

o 

inacceffible  height  it  laughs  at  the 
weakness  of  Spain,  at  the  number 
of  her  veffels,  and  at  the  lethargy 
of  her  cabinet.  I  is  gold  nourilhes 
and  fupports  the  Scattered  remains 
of  the  coalition,  fufpends  the  peace 
of  the  French  republic  with  the 
empire,  encourages  the  audacity  of 
our  counter-revoiutiomfls,  affembled 
in  every  part  of  our  territory  where 
the  found  of  liberty  is  not  heard. 
In  the  commerce  that  Britifli  policy 
has  carried  on  during  this  war,  at 
the  expenfe  of  Europe,  Ihe  has 
found  the  means  of  continuing  the 
carnage  neceffary  to  prevent  the 
difeovery  of  its  plots  for  fubjugating 
the  world,  being  unmalked ;  and  it 
is  upon  the  wrecks  of  all  the  go¬ 
vernments,  whether  regal  o i  popu¬ 
lar,  whom  it  withes  to  preferve, 
*  B  b  4  though 


376*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


though  in  a  hale  of  poverty  and 
mifery,  that  it  promifes  to  erect  the 
odious  Itandard  of  imiverfal  ty¬ 
ranny. 

Such  is  the  frightful,  but  imper¬ 
fect  picture  of  this  Britiih  fphynx, 
the  myltery  of  which  the  French 
GEdipus  is  deftined  to  difclofe.  Car¬ 
thage  was  far  more  dangerous  to 
Rome,  than  London  is  to  Paris ; 
but  Carthage  was  destroyed! 


Additional  In  ft  ructions  to  the  Com- 
manders  of  all  our  Ships  of  War 
and  Privateers  that  have,  or  may 
have .  Letters  of  Marque  againji 
France,  Spain ,  or  the  Subjects  of 
the  United  Provinces ,  inhabiting 
within  any  of  their  Countries , 
Territories ,  and  Dominions.  Given 
at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the 
20 ih  day  of  November  1797,  in 
the  38 th  year  of  our  reign . 

George  R. 

WHEREAS  we  have  thought  it 
expedient  that  permiffion  ihould  be 
given  to  veflels  belonging  to  the 
fubjeCts  of  his  catholic  rnajefty, 
having  not  more  than  one  deck,  to 
trade  between  tlie  free  ports  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and 
alfo  in  the  Bahama  iflands,  and  the 
Spamfh  colonies  in  America,  ac- 
cordieg  to  the  regulations  of  the 
feveral  aCls  for  eftablithing  free 
ports  in  our  Weft  India  iflands,  not- 
withftanding  the  prefent  hoflilities  : 
And  whereas  we  have  thought  it 
expedient  that,  notwithftanding  the 
Laid  hoflilities,  permiffion  ihould 
likewife  be  given  to  any  Britiih 
veffels  navigated  according  to  the 
laws  now  in  force,  to  trade  between 
the  faid  free  ports  in  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  and  in  the  faid  Bahama 


iflands,  and  the  Spanifli  colonies  in 
America,  provided  fuch  Britiih  and 
Spanifli  veflels  that  lb  all  trade  be¬ 
tween  the  faid  free  ports  in  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica  and  the  faid  Spa- 
niih  colonies,  thall  have  a  licence 
from  the  governor  or  commander 
in  chief  of  our  ifland  of  Jamaica; 
and  that  fuch  Britiih  and  Spanifli 
veflels  that  ill  all  trade  between  the 
free  ports  in  the  Bahama  iflands, 
and  the  faid  Spanifli  colonies,  (hall 
have  a  licence  from  the  governor 
or  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Bahama  iflands;  and  provided  fuch 
Britifii  and  Spanifli  veflels  ffiall 
import  into  the  free  ports  of  Ja¬ 
maica  and  the  Bahama  iflands  fuch 
goods  only  as  are  hereafter  enume¬ 
rated,  viz.  wool,  cotton-wool,  indigo, 
cochineal,  drugs  of  ail  forts,  cocoa, 
tobacco,  logwood,  fuftic,  and  all 
forts  of  wood  for  dyers  ufe;  hides, 
fkins,  and  tallow;  beaver,  and  all 
forts  of  furs;  tortoife-fhells,  hard 
wood,  or  mill-timber,  mahogany, 
and  all  other  woods  for  cabinet- 
ware  ;  horfes,  affes,  mules,  and 
cattle,  being  the  growth  and  pro¬ 
duction  of  any  of  the  colonies  or 
plantations  in  America,  belonging 
to  the  crown  of  Spain ;  and  all 
coin  or  bullion,  diamonds  or  pre¬ 
cious  ftones,  -coming1  from  thence  ; 
and  provided  fuch  Britifii  and  Spa¬ 
nifli  veflels  lhall  export  from  fuch 
Lee  ports  only  the  faid  goods  and 
commodities ;  and  alfo  rum,  the 
produce  of  any  Britifii  ifland,  and 
negroes,  which  ffiall  have  been  le¬ 
gally  imported ;  and  alfo  all  goods, 
wares,  merchandizes,  and  manufac¬ 
tures,  which  ffiall  have  been  legally 
imported,  except  mails,  yards,  or 
bow-fprits,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine, 
and  all  other  naval  or  military 
Lores,  and  tobacco:  The  com¬ 
manders 
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manders  of  our  flops  oi  wai,  and  of 
fhips  commiffiotied  with  letters  of 
marque,  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  not  to  detain  or  moleft  any 
fuch  Spaniffi  veffels,  or  any  Britifh 
veffels,  trading  between  the  free 
ports  in  the  laid  iflands,  and  the 
Spanifli  colonies  in  America,  pro¬ 
vided  they  are  bona  fide  employed 
in  carrying  on  their  trade,  conform¬ 
ably  to  the  refpeclive  regulations 
hereinabove  deferibed,  and  have  a 
licence  for  that  purpofe  from  the 
governor  or  commander  in  chief  of 
the  laid  iflands  refpeffcively ;  and  in 
cafe  fuch  ftiip  fo  licenfed  fhould  be 
captured  and  brought  into  any  port, 
through  mifapprehenfion  or  breach 
of  our  order,  our  courts  of  admi¬ 
ralty  and  vice-admiralty  are  hereby 
required  to  liberate  the  fame,  as 
being  under  the  protection  of  our 
fpecial  commiffion. 

By  His  Maje fly's  command, 
(Signed) "  '  Portland. 


PLAN  SENT  TO  ALL  THE  PARISHES 
OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  MAY,  1797. 

Plan  of  a  General  Afibciation  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Parijh  of 
to  fine  'without  Pay,  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  thereof,  in  cafe  of  any 
emergency ,  at  the  requifition  oj 
the  Civil  Power,  to  be  fubmitted 
to  the  confide ration  of  a  Vefiry ,  to 
be  called  for  that  purpofe . 

1  ft.  A  general  Afibciation  (hall 
be  formed  ;  which  afibciation  (hall 
be  compofed  of  householders,  and 
fuch  other  inmates  as  (hall  be  re¬ 
commended  by  two  houfeholders  at 
the  lead,  being  themfelves  members 
of  the  afibciation,  and  approved,  if 


judged  neceffary,  by  a  committee  of 
the  affociation,  to  be  chofen  at  a 
general  meeting. 

2d.  That  the  members  of  the  af- 
fociation  lhall  put  down  their  names 
and  places  of  abode,  in  a  book  to  be 
provided  and  kept  in  the  vefiry  for 
that  purpofe. 

3d.  The  parifh  to  be  divided  into 
diftricls ;  the  inhabitants  of  each 
diffcriCt  who  enrol  themfelves,  to  be 
divided  into  clafl’es  of  fifty  each,  to 
be  commanded  by  an  inhabitant  of 
that  diflricl,  who  (hall  be  conhdered 
rs  captain  of  the  clafs,  and  abt  as 
fuch,  under  a  commiffion  from  his 
majefty.  This  officer  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  a  committee  of  the 
afibciation,  to  the  lord  lieutenant. 
Each  clafs  (ball  carry  a  flag  to  dif- 
tinguifh  it,  and  the  perfon  who  is  to 
carry  it,  ffiall  he  nominated  by  the 
captain  of  each  clafs. 

4th.  The  majority  of  any  clafs 
ffiall  be  empowered  to  reject  from 
that  clafs  any  individual,  whether 
houfeholder  or  inmate,  who  (hall 
appear  to  them  to  be  an  unfit  mem¬ 
ber  thereof. 

5th.,  In  cafe  of  alarm,  and  at  the 
requifition  of  the  civil  power,  the 
clafs  to  be  affembled  at  a  rendez¬ 
vous,  which  ffiall  be  previoufiy  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  captain. 

6th.  Place  of  general  rendezvous 
for  all  the  claffes,  (hall  be  appointed 
by  the  committee  of  afibciation. 

7th.  All  perfons  enrolling  them¬ 
felves,  to  furnifh  their  own  arms; 
which  arms  (hail  he  either  firelocks 
and  bayonets,  pikes,  or  any  other 
arms  which  (hall  be  approved  of  by 
the  committee. 

8th.  A  lift  of  the  members  in 
each  clafs  to  be  made,  and  a  copy 
lodged  with  each  member  in  that 
clafs,  together  with  a  copy  of  fuch 

inftrubtions, 
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infirufHons,  figned  bj  the  captain 
of  the  clafs,  as  may  be  found  necef- 
fary  for  their  more  fpeedily  collect¬ 
ing  together,  in  cafe  of  alarm,  and 
for  regulating  the  proper  quantity 
of  ammunition  .which  each  member 
furnifhed  with  a  firelock,  fhall  con- 
Ifantly  be  provided  with. 

9th.  No  member  of  the  affocia- 
tion  to  be  required  to  meet  to 
exercife ;  but  each  clafs  may  be 
muttered  with  their  arms,  by  its 
captain,  at  fuch  convenient  and 
itated  times  as  fa  all  be  agreed  upon; 
thofe  who  furnifn  themfelves  with 
firelocks  will,  at  their  requeft,  be 
allowed  a  ferjeant  or  corporal  by 
government,  to  teach  them  the  ufe 
of  fire-arms,  in  order  that  they  may 
more  conveniently  act  together, 
either  in  feparate  clafies,  or  jointly 
with  others  in  the  fame  clafs,  as 
ihall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  affociation*. 

10th.  A  hat  and  feather,  orfome 

other  mark  of  diftinCtion,  to  be 

adopted;  or  thofe  provided  with 

firelocks,  if  formed  into  clafies  bv 
*  «/ 

themfelves,  to  have  an  uniform,  if 
they  chufe  itf. 

11th.  Not  to  go  out  of  the  parifh, 
except  of  their  own  accord. 

12th.  No  perfon  who  is  engaged 
in  any  military  corps,  or  other  afio- 
ciation,  to  be  appointed  as  captain; 
but  fuch  perfons  may  enrol  them¬ 
felves,  and  only  engage  to  join  this 
affociation,  when  not  called  away 
by  other  duties. 

N.B.  The  above  plan  is  only 
fuggefied  as  a  general  outline,  which 


may  be  varied  and  modified  in  fuch 
manner  as  may  heft  fuit  the  local 
fituations  and  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  fuch  parifbes  as  fhall 
think  proper  to  affociate  for  the 
mutual  fecurity  and  protection  of 
themfelves  and  their  property,  upon 
the  principle  here  laid  down. 

As  fome  fmall  expences  mu  ft  ne- 
ceflarily  be  incurred  for  the  purchafe 
ot  flags  for  the  different  clafies, 
paying  for  the  ftamps  of  the  cora- 
mifiions  (his  majefty  being  gra- 
cioufly  pleated  to  grant  them  free  of 
every  other  .expence)  and  fome  other 
trifling  incidental  charges,  a  fub- 
fcription  to  be  opened,  where  every 
houfeholder  who  approves  of  this 
plan,  and  will  give  it  his  fupport, 
may  fubfcribe  any  fmall  fum  that 
he  pleafes,  not  exceeding  the  amount 
of  1  fliillings,  to  defray 

the  fame. 

Such  female  houfeholders  as  are 
willing  to  fignify  their  approbation 
of  this  plan,  and  give  their  fupport 
to  it,  to  be  requefied  to  authorize 
fome  houfeholder  in  the  parifh,  who 
is  himfelf  a  member  of  the  affo¬ 
ciation,  to  iign  their  names,  and  to 
atteft  that  it  is  by  their  authority ; 
and  in  that  cafe  fuch  female  houfe¬ 
holder  may,  in  concurrence  with 
another  houfeholder,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  affociation,  recommend 
any  houfeholders  or  inmates,  being 
proper  perfons,  to  join  in  the  affo¬ 
ciation  ;  and  the  perfon  fo  recom¬ 
mended,  fhall  be  inrolled  in  like 
manner  as  the  other  members  of  the 
affociation . 


*  This  will  be  determined  in  each  parilh,  upon  a  confideration  of  what  may  belt 
fuit  the  mutual  convenience  of  the  ieveral  members,  according  to  their  relative 
fituations  in  point  of  neighbourhood,  and  to  the  arms  which  they  mean  to  furnifii 
themfelves  with. 

t  This  will  be  governed  by  the  agreement  which  the  affociation  fhall  come  to  upon 
the  9th  article. 

Papers 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MUTINY. 


Petitions  of  the  Seamen. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  and 
the  Honourable  Citizens  and  Bur¬ 
ge  lies  in  Parliament  afiembled, 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Seamen 
and  Marines  on  hoard  his  Majefty’s 
Ships ,  in  behalf  of  t hemf elves, 

Humbly  fheweth, 

THAT  your  petitioners,  relying 
on  the  candour  and  juftice  of  your 
honourable  houfe,  make  bold  to  lay 
their  grievances  before  you,  hoping 
that,  when  you  re  Heel  on  them,  you 
will  pleafe  to  give  redrefs,  as  far  as 
your  wifdom  fhall  deem  neceffary. 

We  beg  leave  to  remind  your 
augufc  affembly,  that  the  ad  of  par¬ 
liament  paffed  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  II.  wherein  the  wages  of 
all  feamen  ferving  on  board  his  ma- 
jelly’s  fleet  was  fettled,  palled  at  a 
time  when  the  neceffaries  of  life, 
and  flops  of  every  denomination, 
were  at  leaft  thirty  per  cent,  cheap¬ 
er  than  at  the  prefent  time  ;  which 
enabled  feamen  and  marines  to  pro¬ 
vide  better  for  their  families  than 
we  can  do  now  with  one  half  ad¬ 
vance. 

We  therefore  requeft  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe  will  be  fo  kind  as  to 
revife  the  ad  before  mentioned,  and 
make  fuch  amendments  therein,  as 
will  enable  your  petitioners,  and 
their  families,  to  live  in  the  fame 
comfortable  manner  as  feamen  and 
marines  did  at  that  tune. 

Your  petitioners,  with  all  humi¬ 
lity,  laid  their  grievances  before  the 
honourable  earl  Howe,  and  flattered 
ourfelves  with  the  hopes  that  his 
lordlhip  would  have  been  an  advo¬ 
cate  for  us,  as  we  have  been  repeat¬ 


edly  under  his  command,  and  made 
the  Britifli  flag  ride  triumphantly 
over  that  of  our  enemies.  But,  to 
our  great  furprife,  we  find  ourfelves 
unproteded  by  him,  who  has  feen 
fo  many  inftances  of  our  intrepidity, 
in  carrying  the  Britifli  flag  into 
every  part  of  the  feas,  with  victory 
and  fuccefs. 

We  profefs  ourfelves  as  loyal  to 
our  fovereign,  and  zealous  in  the 
defence  of  our  country,  as  the  army 

.  -i  .  .  '  J  '  •s 

or  militia  can  be,  and  efteem  our¬ 
felves  equally  entitled  to  his  ma-. 
je fly’s  munificence;  therefore  with 
jealoufy  we  behold  their  pay  aug¬ 
mented,  arid  their  out-penlions  of 
Chelfea  college  increafed  to  thirteen 
pounds  per  annum,  while  we  remain 
negleded,  and  the  out-penfioners  of 
Greenwich  have  only  feven  pounds 
per  annum. 

We,  your  petitioners,  therefore 
humbly  implore,  that  you  will  take 
theie  matters  into  conflderation, 
and,  with  your  accu Homed  goodnefs 
and  liberality,  comply  with  the 
prayer  of  this  petition — and  your 
petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will 
ever  pray,  &c. 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  fleet, 
hereunto  fign  our  names  for 
the  fhips  companies : 

Royal  George,  Valentine  Joyce, 
John  Morris: — Queen  Charlotte , 
Patrick  Glynn,  John  Udlefon  : — * 
Royal  Sovereign ,  Jofeph  Green, 
John  Richardlon  : — London ,  Alex¬ 
ander  Harding,  William  Ruly: — - 
Glory,  Patrick  Dugan,  John  Bethe.ll : 

' — Duke,  Michael  Adams,  William 
Anderfon: — Mars ,  Thomas  Allen, 
James  Blithe  : — Marlborough,  John 
Vaflia,  William  Senator: — Rami  lies, 
Charles  Berry,  George  Clear: — - 
Robvjl,  David  Wilfon,  John  Scri¬ 
vener: — LTmpetueux ,  John  Witna, 
William  Porter: — Defence,  George 

Gal  law  ay, 
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Gallaway,  James  Barrenck  : — Ter¬ 
rible,  Mark  Turner,  George  Salkeld  : 
—La  Pompee ,  William  Potts,  James 
Melvin: — Minotaur.  DennisLawley, 
George  Crofland  Defiance,  John 
Saunders,  John  Hufband. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

My  Lords, 

We,  the  feainen  of  his  majefty's 
navy,  take  the  liberty  of  addrefling 
your  lordfhips  in  an  humble  peti¬ 
tion,  (hewing  the  many  hardfhips 
and  oppreffions  we  have  laboured 
under  for  many  years,  and  which, 
we  hope,  your  lordfhips  will  redrefs 
as  foon  as  poilibie.  We  flatter 
ourfelves  that  your  lordfhips,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  nation  in  general,  will 
acknowledge  our  worth  and  good 
fervices,  both  in  the  American  war, 
as  well  as  the  prefent;  for  which 
good  fervice  your  lordlliips  petition¬ 
ers  do  unanimoufly  agree  in  opi¬ 
nion,  that  their  worth  to  the  nation, 
and  laborious  induttry  in  defence  of 
their  country,  deferve  fome  better 
encouragement  than  that  we  meet 
with  at  prefent,  or  from  any  we 
have  experienced.  We,  your  pe¬ 
titioners,  do  not  boat!  of  our  good 
fervices,  for  any  other  purpofe  than 
that  of  putting  you  and  the  nation 
in  mind  of  the  refpedt  due  to  us, 
nor  do  we  ever  intend  to  deviate 
from  our  former  character ;  fo  far 
from  any  thing  of  that  kind,  or 
that  an  Englifhman  or  men  ftiould 
turn  their  coats,  we  likewife  agree 
in  opinion,  that  we  (hoiild  hitter 
double  the  hardfhips  we  have  hi¬ 
therto  experienced,  before  we  would 
flutter  the  crown  of  England  to  be 
in  the  leaft  impofed  upon  by  that 
of  an}^  other  power  in  the  world  ; 
we  therefore  beg  leave  to  inform 


your  lordlliips  of  the  grievances 
which  we  at  prefent  labour  under. 

We,  your  humble  petitioners,  re¬ 
lying  that  your  lordfhips  will  take 
into  early  confideration  the  griev¬ 
ances  of  which  we  complain,  and 
do' not  in  the  leaft  doubt  but  your 
lordlliips  will  comply  with  our  de~ 
fires,  which  are  every  way  reafon- 
able. 

The  firft  grievance  we  have  to 
complain  of,  is,  that  our  wages  are 
too  low,  and  ought  to  be  raifed,  that 
wre  might  be  the  better  able  to  fup- 
port  our  wives  and  families  in  a 
manner  comfortable,  and  whom  we 
are  in  duty  bound  to  fupport,  as  far 
as  our  wages  will  allow ;  which,  we 
truft,  will  be  looked  into  by  your 
lordfhips,  and  the  honourable  houfe 
of  commons  in  parliament  afle ru¬ 
bied. 

We,  your  petitioners,  beg  that 
your  lordfhips  will  take  into  con¬ 
fideration  the  grievances  of  which 
we  complain,  and  now  lay  before 
you. 

Firft,  That  our  provisions  be 
raifed  to  the  weight  of  fix  teen 
ounces  to  the  pound,  and  of  a  better 
quality;  and  that  our  meafures  may 
be  the  fame  as  thofe  ufed  in  the 
commercial  trade  of  this  country. 

a 

Secondly,  That  your  petitioners 
requeft  your  honours  will  be  pleated 
to  obferve,  there  Should  be  no  flour 
ferved  while  we  are  in  harbour,  in 
any  port  whatever,  , under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  13 ri trill  flag;  and  alio, 
that  there  might  be  granted  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  vegetables,  of 
fucb  kind  as  may  be  the  moll  plen¬ 
tiful  in  the  ports  to  which  we  go ; 
which  we  grievoufly  complain  and 
lay  under  the  want  of. 

Thirdly,  That  your  lordfhips  will 
be  pleafed  ferioufly  to  look  into  the 
Hate  of  the  lick  on  board  his  ma- 
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jelly’s  fhips,  that  they  may  be 
better  attended  to,  and  that  they 
may  have  the  ufe  of  fuch  neceffa- 
ries  as  are  allowed  for  them  in  time 
of  ficknels;  and  that  thefe  neceffa- 
ries  be  not  on  any  account  embez¬ 
zled. 

Fourthly,  That  your  lordfhips 
will  be  fo  kind  as  to  look  into  this 
affair,  which  is  nowife  unreafonable; 
and  that  we  maybe  looked  upon  as 
a  number  of  men  Handing  in  de¬ 
fence  of  our  country;  and  that  we 
may  in  fomewife  have  grant  and 
opportunity  to  tafte  the  fweets  of 
liberty  on  fhore,  when  in  any  har¬ 
bour,  and  when  we  have  completed 
the  duty  of  our  fhip,  aftSr  our  return 
from  lea:  And  that  no  man  may 
encroach  upon  his  liberty,  there 
fhall  be  a  boundary  limited,  and 
thofe  trefpaffing  any  further,  with¬ 
out  a  written  order  from  the  com¬ 
manding  officer,  fhall  be  punifhed 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  navy  ; 
which  is  a  natural  requeft,  and  con¬ 
genial  to  the  heart  of  man,  and 
certainly  to  us,  that  you  make  the 
boaft  of  being  the  guardians  of  the 
land. 

Fifthly,  That  if  any  man  is 
wounded  in  aft  ion,  his  pay  be  con¬ 
tinued  until  he  is  cured  and  dis¬ 
charged;  and  if  any  fhip  has 
any  real  grievances  to  complain 
of,  we  hope  your  lordfhips  will 
readily  redrefs  them,  as  far  as  in 
your  power,  to  prevent  any  difturb- 
ances* 

It  is  alfo  unanimoufly  agreed  by 
the  fleet,  that,  from  this  day,  no 
grievances  fhall  be  received,  in  order 
to  convince  the  nation  at  large, 
that  we  know  when  to  ceafe  to 
afk,  as  well  as  to  begin,  and  that 
we  afk  nothing  but  what  is  mode¬ 
rate*  and  may  be  granted  without 
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detriment  to  the  nation,  or  injury 
to  the  fervice. 

Given  on  board  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  by  the  delegates 
of  the  fleet,  the  18th  day  of 
April,  1797. 

[The  figncitures  to  this  Petition 
are  exactly  the  fame  as  thofe  affixed 
to  the  preceding  one,] 


Anfwer  of  the  Commiffioners  for 
executing  the  Office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  &c.  to  the  above 
Petitions. 

Having  taken  into  confideration 
the  petitions  tranfmitted  by  your 
lordfhip,  from  the  crews  of  his 
majefty’s  fhips  under  your  command; 
and  having  the  ltrongeff  defire  to 
attend  to  all  the  complaints  of  the 
feamen  of  his  majefty’s  navy,  and 
to  grant  them  every  juft  and  reafon- 
abie  redrefs;  and  having  confidered 
the  difference  of  the  price  of  the 
Decenaries  of  life  at  this  and  at 
that  period  when  the  pay  of  Jeamea 
was  eftablilhed,  we  do  hereby  re¬ 
quire  and  direft  your  lordfhip  to 
take  the  fpeedieft  method  of  com¬ 
municating  to  the  fleet,  That  we 
have  refolved  to  recommend  it  to 
his  majefty,  to  propofe  to  parlia¬ 
ment  to  increafe  the  wages  of  fea¬ 
men  in  his  majefty’s  navy,  in  the 
following  proportions  ;  viz. 

To  add  four  (hillings  per  month 
to  the  wages  of  petty  officers  and 
able  feamen : 

Three  findings  per  month  to 
the  wages  of  ordinary  feamen;  and 
Two  drillings  per  month  to  the 
wages  of  landmen. 

>3 

That  we  have  refolved,  that  fea¬ 
men  wounded  in  aft  ion  (hall  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  pay  until  their  wounds 
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are  healed,  or  until,  being  declared 
unferviceable,  they  flia.ll  receive  a 
penfion,  or  be  received  into  the 
royal  hofpital  at  Greenwich;  and 
that  having  a  perfect  confidence  in 
the  zeal,  loyalty,  and  courage  of  all 
the  feamen  in  the  fleet,  fo  generally 
expreffed  in  their  petition,  and  in 
their  earneft  defire  of  ferving  their 
country  with  that  fpirit  which  al¬ 
ways  fo  eminently  diftinguiftied 
Britilh  feamen,  we  have  come  to 
this  refolution  the  more  readily,  that 
the  feamen  may  have,  as  early  as 
poffihle,  an  opportunity  of  fire  wing 
their  good  difpolitions,  by  returning 
to  their  duty,  as  it  may  be  necel- 
fary  that  the  fleet  fhould  fpeedily 
put  to  lea,  to  meet  the  enemy  of 
the  country. 

Given  under  our  bands,  at  Portf- 
mouth,  1  8th  April  1797. 

Spencer, 

'  ,  Arden, 

W.  Young. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport. 


The  Seamen's  Reply. 

We  received  your  lordfirips  an- 
fwer  to  our  petition;  and  in  order 
to  convince  your  lordfirips,  and  the 
nation  in  general,  of  our  modera¬ 
tion,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
remarks  to  your  confederation ;  viz. 
— That  there  never  has  exifted  but 
two  orders  of  men  in  the  navy, 
able,  and  ordinary,  therefore  the 
diltindion  between  ordinary  and 
landmen,  is  totally  new;  we  there¬ 
fore  humbly  propofe  to  your  lord- 
lhips,  that  the  old  regulations  be 
adhered  to:  that  the  wages  of  able 
feamen  he  railed  to  one  drilling  per 
day,  and  that  of  petty  officers,  and 
the  ordinary,  in  the  ufual  propor¬ 
tion:  And  as  a  further  proof  of 
1 1 


our  moderation,  and  that  w$  are 
adluated  by  a  true  fpirit  of  bene¬ 
volence  towards  our  brethren,  the 
marines,  who  are  not  noticed  in 
your  lordfirips'  anfwer,  we  humbly 
propofe,  that  their  pay  be  augmented, 
while  ferving  on  board,  in  the  fame 
proportion  a£  ordinary  feamen.  This 
we  hope  and  truft  will  be  a  con¬ 
vincing  proof  to  your  lordfirips, 
that  we  are  not  actuated  by  a  fpirit 
of  contradiction,  but  that  we  ear- 
neftly  wilh  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to 
the  prefent  affair.  We  beg  leave  to 
flats  to  your  lordfirips,  the  penfions 
from  Greenwich  college,  which  we 
earnestly  with  to  be  raifed  to  ten 
pounds  per  annum;  and,  in  order 
to  maintain  which,  we  humbly  pro¬ 
pofe  to  your  lordfirips,  that  every 
teaman  employed  in  the  merchant 
fervice,  inftead  of  fixpence  per 
month,  which  he  now  pays,  fhall 
hereafter  pay  one  fhillingper  month, 
which,  we  truft,  will  raife  a  fund 
fully  adequate  to  the  purpofe ;  and 
as  this,  in  time  of  peace,  muft  be 
paid  by  your  petitioners,  we  truft  it 
will  give  a  convincing  proof  of  our 
difintereftednefs  and  moderation  : — 
We  would  alfo  recommend  that  this 
regulation  be  extended  to  the  fea¬ 
men  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  as  we  know  by  expe¬ 
rience,  that  there  are  few  failors 
employed  by  them,  but  who  have 
been  in  the  royal  navy;  and  we 
have  feen  them  with  our  own  eyes, 
after  ftcknefs  or  other  accident  has 
difabled  them,  without  any  hope  of 
relief  or  fupport,  but  from  their 
former  fervices  in  the  navy. — As  to 
provifions  :  That  they  be  augmented 
to  fixteen  ounces  to  the  pound  of 
bread  and  meat;  eheele,  butter,  and 
liquor  in  proportion,  of  a  better 
quality;  aad  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
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vegetables ;  and  that  no  dour  be  any  deduction  for  leakage  orwafte; 
feived  with  frefti  beef.  And  we  and  that  until  proper  fteps  can  be 
further  beg  leave  to  inform  your  taken  for  carrying  this  into  effe<ft, 
lordihips,  that  it  is  unanimoufly  fhort-allowance  money  (hall  be  paid 
agreed,  that  until  the  grievances  to  the  men,  in  lieu  of  the  deduction 
before  dated  are  redreffed,  and  an  heretofore  made;  and  that  all  men 


aft  of  indemnity  paffed,  we  are 
determined  not  to  lift  an  anchor: 
And  the  grievances  of  particular 
fhips  muft  be  redreffed. 

Given  under  our  hands,  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  fleet,  on  hoard  the 
Queen  Charlotte,  at  Spithead, 
April  19,  1797. 


By  the  Commiffioners  for  executing 
the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Sec, 

Having  taken  into  confide  ration 
a  paper  containing  feveral  reprefen- 
tations  from  the  feamefi  of  his 
majefty’s  fhips  at  Spithead,  refpeft- 
ing  an  advance  of  their  wages,  and 
being  deflrous  of  granting  them 
every  requeft  that  can  with  any 
degree  of  reafon  be  complied  wit)?, 
we  have  refolved  to  recommend  it 
to  his  majefty,  that  an  addition  of 
five  {hillings  and  fixperice  per  month 
be  made  to  the  wages  of  petty  of¬ 
ficers  and  feamen  belonging  to  his 
majefty's  navy,  which  will  make  the 
wages  of  able  feamen  one  ihilhng 
per  day,  clear  of  all  deductions;  an 
addition  of  four  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence  per  month  to  the  wages  of 
every  ordinary  feaman ;  and  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  three  (hillings  and  lixpence 
to  the  wages  of  the  landmen;  and 
that  none  of  the  allowance  made  to 
the  marines  when  on  (bore,  (hall  be 
flopped,  on  their  being  embarked 
on  board  any  of  his  majefty ’s  flaps. 
We  have  alfo  refolved,  that  all  fea¬ 
men,  marines,  and  others,  ferving 
in  his  majefty ’s  (hips,  (hall  have  the 
full  allowance  of  proviflons,  without 


wounded  in  adtion,  (hall  receive  their 
full  pay  until  their  wounds  (ball  be 
healed,  or  until,  being  declared  in¬ 
curable,  they  (hall  receive  a  penfion 
from  the  cheft  at  Chatham,  or  (hall 
be  admitted  into  the  royal  hofpital 
at  Greenwich.  And  your  lordftiip 
is  hereby  required  and  directed  to 
communicate  this  our  determination 
to  the  captain  of  each  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fhips  under  your  orders,  di¬ 
recting  him  to  make  it  known  to  the 
fhip*s  company  under  his  command, 
and  to  inform  them,  that  fliould 
they  bo  infenflble  to  the  very  liberal 
offers  now  made  to  them,  and  per- 
fift  in  their  prefent  difohedience, 
they  muft  no  longer  expefft  to  enjoy 
thole  benefits  to  which,  by  their  • 
former  good  conduct,  they  were  en¬ 
titled  ;  that  in  fuch  cafe,  all  the  men 
now  on  hoard  the  fleet  at  Spithead, 
(hall  he  incapable  of  receiving  any 
fmart-money  or  penfion  from  the 
cheft  of  Chatham,  or  of  being  ad¬ 
mitted  at  any  time  into  the  royal 
hofpital  at  Greenwich;  and  that 
they  muft  be  anfwerable  for  the 
dreadful  confequences  which  will 
neceflarily  attend  their  continuing 
to  tranfgrefs  the.  rules  of  the  fef- 
vice,  in  open  violation  of  the  laws 
of  their  country.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  is  to  inform  them,  that  we 
promife  the  mod  perfect  forgive- 
nefs  of  all  that  has  paffed  on  this 
occafion,  to  every  (hip's  company 
who,  within  one  hour  after  the 
communication  to  them  of  the  above- 
mentioned  refolutions,  (hall  return 
to  their  duty  in  every  particular,  and 
(hall  ceafe  to  hold  further  intercourfe 
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with  any  men  who  continue  in  a 
Hate  of  difobedience  and  mutiny. 
Given  under  our  hands  at 
Portfmouth,  the  20th  of 
April,  1797. 

(Signed)  Spencer, 
Arden, 

W.  Young. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport. 

Answer  of  the  Seamen. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 

Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

We,  the  feamen  and  marines  in 
and  belonging  to  his  majefty’s  fleet 
bow  lying  at  Spithead,  having  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  utmoft  fatisfadion, 
and  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude, 
the  bountiful  augmentation  of  pay 
and  proviflons  which  your  lordfliips 
have  been  pleafed  to  ftgnify  fhall 
take  place  in  future  in  his  majefty’s 
royal  navy,  by  your  order,  which 
has  been  read  to  us  this  morning, 
by  the  command  of  admiral  lord 
Bridport ; 

Your  lordfliips  having  thus  ge- 
neroufly  taken  the  prayer  of  our 
feveral  petitions  into  your  ferious 
conflderation,  you  have  given  fatis¬ 
fadion  to  every  loyal  and  well- dif- 
pofed  feaman  and  marine  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  majefty’s  fleets :  and 
from  the  aflurance  which  your 
lordfliips  have  given  us  refpeding 
inch  other  grievances  as  we  thought 
right  to  lay  before  you,  we  are 
thoroughly  convinced,  fhould  any 
real  grievance  or  other  caufe  of 
complaint  arife  in  future,  and  the 
fame  be  laid  before  your  lordfliips 
in  a  regular  manner,  we  are  perfectly 
fatisfied  that  your  lordfliips  will  pay 
every  attention  to  a  number  of 
brave  men  who  ever  have,  and 
ever  will  be,  true  and  faithful  to 
their  king  and  country. 


But  we  beg  leave  to  remind  your 
lordfliips,  that  it  is  a  firm  refla¬ 
tion  that,  until  the  flour  in  port  be 
removed,  the  vegetables  and  pen- 
fions  augmented,  the  grievances  of 
private  Ihips  redreffed,  an  ad  palled, 
and  his  majefty’s  gracious  pardon 
for  the  fleet  now  lying  at  Spithead 
be  granted,  that  the  fleet  will  not 
lift  an  anchor  :  and  this  is  the  total 
and  final  anfwer. 

April  2 2d,  1797. 


A  Proclamation  for  pardoning  fuch 
Seamen  and  Marines  of  the  Squa¬ 
dron  of  his  Majefty’s  Fleet  Ra¬ 
tioned  at  Spithead,  as  have  been 
guilty  of  an  Ad  of  Mutiny  or 
Difobedience  of  Orders,  or  anv 
Breach  or  Negled  of  Duty;  and 
who  fhall,  upon  Notification  of 
fuch  Proclamation  on  board  their 
refpedive  Ships,  return  to  the 
regular  and  ordinary  Difcharge 
of  their  Duty. 

George  R. 

Upon  report  of  the  lords  com- 
miflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  of  the  fquadron  of  our  fleet 
fiationed  at  Spithead,  and  of  the 
mea lures  taken  by  the  faid  lords 
commiffioners  in  confequence  there¬ 
of  ;  and,  in  order  to  manifeft  our 
defire  to  give  due  encouragement  to 
all  thofe  who  fhall  return  to  the 
regular  and  ordinary  difcharge  of 
their  duty,  according  to  the  rules 
and  pradice  of  the  navy ;  we  have 
thought  fit,  by  the  advice  of  our 
privy  council,  toiffue  this  our  royal 
proclamation,  and  do  hereby  pro- 
mile  our  mod  gracious  pardon  to 
all  feamen  and  marines  ferving 
on  board  the  faid  fquadron,  who 
fhall,  upon  notification  hereof  on 
board  their  refpe&ive  ihips,  return 
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to  the  regular  and  ordinary  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty:  and  we  do 
hereby  declare,  that  all  fuch  feamen 
and  marines  io  returning  to  their 
duty,  (hall  be  difcharged  and  re- 
leafed  from  all  profecutions,  im- 
prifonments  and  penalties,  incurred 
by  reafon  of  any  a£t  of  mutiny  or 
difobedience  of  orders,  or  any  breach 
or  negledt  of  duty  previonfly  com¬ 
mitted  by  them,  or  any  of  them. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Windfor,the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  April,  one 
thonfand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-feven,  and  in  the  thirty- 
feventh  year  of  our  reign. 

God  save  the  king. 


Correct  Statement  of  the  Demands 
of  the  Sailors  belonging  to  his 
Majefty’s  Ships  and  Veflels  at  the 
Nore,  and  at  Sheernefs. 

Art.  lft.  That  every  indulgence 
granted  to  the  fleet  at  Portfmouth 
be  granted  to  his  majefty’s  fubje&s 
ferving  in  the  fleet  at  the  Nore,  and 
places  adjacent. 

2d.  That  every  man,  upon  a 
fhip’s  coming  into  harbour,  fhall 
have  liberty  (a  certain  number  at  a 
time,  fo  as  not  to  injure  the  fhip’s 
duty)  to  go  and  fee  their  friends 
and  families  ;  a  convenient  time  to 
be  allowed  to  each  man. 

3d.  That  all  fhips,  before  they 
go  to  fea,  fhall  be  paid  all  arrears  of 
wages  down  to  fix  months,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  old  rules. 

4th.  That  no  officer  that  has  been 
turned  out  of  any  of  his  majefty’s 
fhips  fhall  be  employed  in  the  fame 
fhip  again,  without  the  confent  of 
the  fhip’s  company. 

5th.  That  when  any  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fhips  fhall  be  paid,  that  may 
have  been  fome  time  in  commiflion, 
if  there  are  any  preffed  men  on 
Vol.  XXXIX, 


board  that  may  not  be  in  the  regu¬ 
lar  courfe  of  payment,  they  fhall 
receive  two  months  advance  to  fur- 
nifh  them  with  neceflaries. 

6th.  That  an  indemnification  be 
made  any  men  who  run,  and  may 
now  be  in  his  majefty’s  naval  fer- 
vice,  and  that  they  fhall  not  be  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  taken  up  as  deferters. 

7th.  That  a  more  equal  diftribu- 
tion  be  made  of  prize-money  to  the 
crews  of  his  majefty’s  fhips  and 
veflels  of  war. 

8th.  That  the  articles  of  war,  as 
now  enforced,  require  various  al¬ 
terations,  feveral  of  which  to  be 
expunged  therefrom  ;  and  if  more 
moderate  ones  were  held  forth  to 
feamen  in  general,  it  would  be  the 
means  of  taking  off  that  terror  and 
prejudice  againft  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vice,  on  that  account  too  frequently 
imbibed  by  feamen,  from  entering 
voluntarily  into  the  fervice. 

The  committee  of  delegates  of 
the  whole  fleet,  afiembled  in  council 
on  board  his  majefty’s  fhip  Sand¬ 
wich,  have  unanimoufly  agreed  that 
they  will  not  deliver  up  their  charge 
until  the  appearance  of  fome  of  the 
lords  commlffioners  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  to  ratify  the  fame. 

Given  on  board  his  majefty’s  fhip 
Sandwich,,  by  the  delegates  of 
the  fleet,  May  20th,  1797. 

Richard  Parker,  Prefident. 


Anfwer  from  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

To  the  Seamen  and  Marines  of  his 
Majefty’s  Ships  and  Veflels  at  the 
Nore,  and  at  Sheernefs. 

Sheernefs,  May  22,  1797. 

In  purfuance  of  orders  communi¬ 
cated’  to  ibe  by  the  lords  commif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  I  am 
direkled  to  acquaint  the  crews  of 
*  C  c  his 
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Lis  majefty’s  (hips  andveffels  at  the 
Nore  and  at  Sheernefs,  that  after 
the  very  liberal  attention  of  his 
majefty,  in  encreafing  the  wages 
and  proviiions  of  the  feamen  and 
marines  in  his  majefty’s  ferviee, 
for  which  they  have  in  general  ex- 
preffed  themfelves  not  only  fatislied, 
hut  highly  grateful,  their  lordihips 
are  extremely  furprifed  to  find  the 
feamen  and  marines  of  his  majefty’s 
jfhips  at  the  Nore  and  Sheernefs 
fhould  be  ftill  in  a  date  of  difobedi- 
ence,  and  bringing  forward  further 
requefts.  Their  lordihips  therefore 
have  commanded  me  to  inform 
you,  that  fince  all  that  could  rea¬ 
sonably  be  expeded  by  the  seamen 
and  marines  has  been  already  grant¬ 
ed  them,  their  lordihips  cannot 
accede  to  any  fueh  requeft. — With 
refped  to  the  firft  article  of  the 
eonditions,  prefented  by  the  feamen 
and  marines  at  this  port,  their  lord¬ 
ihips  dired  me  to  inform  you,  as 
has  already  been  explicitly  declar¬ 
ed,  that  ail  additional  allowances  of 
wages  and  proviftons,  and  every 
other  regulation  announced  atPortf- 
mouth,  have  been  eftablifhed  by 
his  majefty’s  order  in  council,  and 
by  ad  of  parliament,  and  extended 
to  all  feamen  and  marines  in  his 
majefty ’s  ferviee. — That  with  re- 
fped  to  the  fecond  article  of  the 
laid  conditions,  the  nature  of  the 
ferviee,  in  time  of  war,  does  not 
admit  of  the  men  having  leave  to  go 
to  their  families,  except  under  very 
particular  circumftanees,  of  which 
the  captains  or  other  fuperior  offi¬ 
cers  alone  can  judge. — That  with 
refped  to  the  third  and  fifth  ar¬ 
ticles,  the  fhip’s  company  fhall  be 
paid  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in 
the  feveral  ads  of  parliament  at 
prefent  in  force  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  feamen  and  marines  em¬ 


ployed  in  his  majefty’s  ferviee,  as 
they  always  are,  unlefs  fome  very 
urgent  neceffity  prevents  it :  but  as 
it  ever  has  been  the  pradice  of  the 
ferviee  to  ffiew  attention  to  thole 
Who,  with  the  true  fpirit  of  Britifli 
feamen,  voluntarily  ftand  forth  in 
defence  of  their  country,  their  lord- 
fbips  are  defirous  of  giving  every 
poffible  encouragement  to  volun¬ 
teers  ;  and  it  is  not  their  intention 
to  dired  that  advance  fhould  be- 
paid  to  impreffed  men. — With  re¬ 
fped  to  the  fourth  article,  all  ar¬ 
rangements  concerning  the  officers 
to  be  employed  in  the  (hips  of  the 
fquadron,  mu  ft  he  fettled  by  the 
admiral  or  commanding  officer  for 
the  time  being,  conformably  to  the 
inftrudions  of  their  lordihips,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  circumftanees  of 
each  particular  place. — That  with 
refped  /to  the  fixth  article,  if  it 
fhould  be  his  majefty’s  pleafure  to 
pardon  all  who  may  have  deferted 
from  his  ferviee  in  the  navy,  it  muft 
be  the  eft'ed  of  his  majefty’s  royal 
clemency  alone,,  and  not  of  any  re- 
quifttion ;  that  although  their  lord* 
fhips  thought  proper  to  go  to  Portf- 
mouth,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
more  perfed  information  of  the 
grievances  which  the  feamen  and 
marines  in  general  might  have  to 
reprefent,  and  of  adopting  moft  ex- 
peditioufly  fuch  meafures  as  might 
be  neceftary,  and  granting  fuch  far¬ 
ther  indulgences  as  might  render 
their  fttuation  more  comfortable, 
and  enable  them  better  to  provide 
for  the  fupport  of  their  families,  no 
fimilar  reafon  exifts  for  their  taking 
fuch  a  ftep  on  the  prefent  occalion. 
— That  the  reprefentations  made 
at  Portfmouth  have  been  fully  con- 
fidered,  and  the  regulations  made  in 
confequence  have  already  been  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  whole  fleet,  and 

eftabliflied 


pftablifhed  by  the  higheft  authority. 
Their  lordships  therefore  direct  rrn 
to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  to  me, 
and  to' the  officers  under  whom  you 
ferve,  that  fhips’  companies  are  to 
look  up,  to  whom  their  petitions 
are  always  to  he  prefented,  and 
through  whom  their  lordihips  de¬ 
terminations  are  to  he  expected, 
it  is  their  lordihips  direction  that 
I  fhould  alfo  inform  you  that,  not- 
withftandmg  all  that  you  have  done, 
his  maje  fly’s  moft  gracious  pardon, 
and  their  lordihips  order  to  all 
officers  to  bury  in  oblivion  all  that 
has  pa(Ted,  are  now  offered  to  you  ; 
which,  fhould  you  refufe,  you  will 
have  to  anfwer  for  all  the  melan¬ 
choly  confequences  which  muff  at¬ 
tend  your  perilling  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  difobedience  and  mutiny. 
When  the  feamen  and  marines  at 
the  Nore  and  at  Sheernefs  reflect 
that  the  reft  of  the  fleets  have  re¬ 
turned  to  their  duty,  and  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  fea  in  fearch  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  their  country,  their  lord¬ 
ihips  have  no  doubt  that  they  will 
no  longer  fhew  themfelves  ungrate¬ 
ful  for  all  that  has  to  liberally  been 
granted  to  them,  but  will  ftrive  who 
iha.ll  be  firft  to  fhew  his  loyalty  to 
his  king,  and  his  love  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  by  returning  to  that  ftate  of 
obedience  and  difcipline,  without 
which  they  cannot  exped  any 
longer  to  enjoy  the  confidence  and 
good  opinion  of  their  country. 

(Signed)  Charles  Buckner, 

Vice-admiral  of  the  white, 
and  commander  of  his 
majefty’s  fliips  and  veffels 
in  the  river  Medway,  and 
at  the  buOy  of  the  Note, 


To  the  Seamen  and  Marines  of  his 

Majefty’s  Ships  at  the  Nore,  and 

at  Sheernefs. 

Sheernefs,  May  24,  1797* 

Purfuant  to  directions  from  the 
lords  commiflioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  which  I  received  this  after¬ 
noon,  I  am  again  to  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  feamen  and  marines  on 
board  his  majefty’s  (hips  and  veffels 
at  the  Nore  and  Sheernefs,  to  the 
gracious  offer  already  made  to 
them,  and  to  declare  that  I  am 
inftrucied  and  authorized  by  their 
lordihips  to  repeat  the  offer  of  a 
pardon,  which  will  include  all  of¬ 
fences  committed  bv  the  feamen. 

«/ 

and  marines  during  the  diforders 
that  have  and  do  prevail,  on  con¬ 
dition  of  their  returning  to  their 
duty.  And  when  the  feamen  and 
marines  above  mentioned  (hall  re- 
fled  that  they  have  pledged  them¬ 
felves  to  be  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
and  abide  by  the  determination  of 
their  friends  at  Portfmoutb,  who, 
fenflble  of  the  indulgence  granted 
to  them,  have  returned  with  ala¬ 
crity  to  their  duty,  and  are  now  in 
purfuit  of  the  enemies  of  their  king 
and  country,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
feamen  and  marines  at  this  port 
will  no  longer  fhew  themfelves  un¬ 
grateful  for  all  that  has  been  fo  li¬ 
berally  granted,  and  which  has  fo 
completely  fatisfied  the  companies 
of  his  rxmjefty’s  fliips  compofing 
the  Channel  fleet;  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  they  will  he  forward  in 
following  fo  laudable  an  example, 
and  cheerfully  exprefs  their  readi¬ 
ngs  to  accept  his  majefty’s  moil 
gracious  pardon,  now  offered  to 
them  a  fecond  .time,  and  to  return 
to  their  duty  like  Britifh  feamen  : 
And  I  have  alfo  their  lordihips  com¬ 
mands  further  to  inform  you,  that 
*  C  c  2  *  they 
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they  do  not  fee  the  propriety  or 
expediency  of  their  holding  a  board 
of  admiralty  at  Sheernefs  ;  and  that 
they  do  not  mean  to  encourage  a 
repetition  of  demands  by  any  fur¬ 
ther  conceffion ;  alfo,  that  it  now 
lefts  with  the  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  of  his  majefly’s  fhips  and 
veffels  at  the  Nore  and  Sheernefs, 
to  decide  whether  it  may  not  be 
for  their  intereft  to  return  to  their 
duty,  and  thereby  avail  themfelves 
of  his  maje  fly’s  moil  gracious  par¬ 
don,  rather  than  expol’e  themfelves 
to  thofe  confequences  which  mil  11 
follow  from  their  continuance  in  a 
Hate  of  difobedienee. 

(Signed)  Charles  Buckner, 
Vice-admiral  of  the  white, 
&c.  &c. 


To  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  exe¬ 
cuting  the  Office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  &c. 

I  am  commanded  lry  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  whoje  fleet,  alTemhled 
in  council  on  board  his  majefty’s 
ffiip  Sandwich,  to  inform  your  lord- 
fhips  that  they  have  received  your 
letter  from  admiral  Buckner,  which 
informs  them  that  it  was  not  your 
intention  of  coming  to  Sheernefs. 
The  fame  has  been  communicated 
to  his  majefty’s  fhips  and  veffels 
lying  here,  and  the  determination 
of  the  whole  is,  that  they  will  not 
come  to  any  accommodation  until 
you  appear  at  the  Nore,  and  redrefs 
our  grievances, 

(Signed)  Richard  Parker, 
Prefident. 

By  order  of  the  committee  of 
delegates  of  the  whole  fleet. 

His  majefty’s Jhip  Sandwich , 

May  25th,  1797. 


PROCLAMATION. 

George  R. 

O 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented 
unto  us,  that,  notwithfianding  the 
declarations  made  in  our  name,  and 
by  our  authority,  by  our  lords  com¬ 
miffioners  of  our  admiralty,  of  our 
gracious  intentions  to  recommend 
to  the  confideration  of  parliament 
to  augment  the  wages  and  allow¬ 
ances  of  the  feamen  and  marines 
of  our  fleet,  which  our  gracious 
intentions  and  declarations  have 
fince  been  carried  into  effed  by  rii 
ad  of  parliament ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  communication  made 
by  our  right  trufty  and  right  well- 
beloved  coufin  andeounfellor  Richard 
earl  Howe,  admiral  of  our  fleet,  of 
ouf  gracious  intentions  towards  the 
feamen  and  marines  of  our  fleet, 
for  the  pardon  of  the  offences  by 
them  committed,  and  our  royal 
proclamation  thereupon,  bearing 
date  the  11th  day  of  May  intrant  ; 
and  notwithfianding  the  fentiments 
of  duty  and  gratitude  with  which 
the  fame  were  received  by  the  fea¬ 
men  and  marines  of  our  other 
fquadrons,  yet  the  crews  on  board 
certain  of  our  fhips  at  the  Nore, 
have  not  only,  fince  the  full  mani- 
feftation  of  all  thefe  our  gracious 
intentions  and  declarations,  been 
guilty  of  divers  ads  of  mutiny  and 
difobedienee  of  orders,  but  have 
even  proceeded  to  other  ads  of  the 
mofl  heinous  and  treafonable  na¬ 
ture,  by  firing  upon  fome  of  our 
ihips,  in  order  to  compel  them 
to  fubrnit  to  their  diredion  ;  have 
threatened  and  taken  meafures  for 
flopping  the  commerce  of  the  king¬ 
dom  palling  to  and  from  the  port 
of  London;  and  have,  by  terror  of 
their  force,  compelled  two  frigates 
to  deflft  from  executing  a  particular 

fervice. 
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Service,  which,  by  our  order,  they 
were  directed  to  perform  :  We, 
thinking  it  right  to  warn  all  our 
feamen  and  marines  on  hoard  the 
laid  (hips,  of  the  heinous  nature  of 
the  offences  by  them  committed, 
and  of  the  dangerous  confequences 
thereof  to  the  fpirit  and  discipline 
of  the  Britifh  navy,  and  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  their  country,  as  well  as  to 
their  own  fafety,  do  hereby  earneftly 
require  and  enjoin  all  our  faid  fea¬ 
men  and  marines  immediately,  on 
the  notification  of  this  our  royal 
declaration,  to  return  to  the  regular 
difcharge  of  their  duty,  as  has  al¬ 
ready  been  done  by  the  crews  of  our 
other  lquadrons  and  fleets,  ftationed 
at  Portfmcruth  and  Plymouth,  and 
elfe where  : 

And  whereas  we  are  well  affured 
that  a  great  part  of  the  feamen  and 
marines  on  board  the  laid  (hips  at 
the  Norep  abhor  and  deteft  the  cri¬ 
minal  proceedings  which  are  ftill 
perfiffed  in  on  board  the  faid  fhips, 
and  are  defirous  to  return  to  their 
duty  ; 

Now  we,  being  defirous  to  ex¬ 
tend  our  gracious  intentions  of  par¬ 
don  to  all  fuch  feamen  and  marines 
fo  ferving  on  board  our  faid  flrips 
at  the  Nore,  who  may  have  returned 
or  lhall  return,  upon  the  notifica¬ 
tion  of  this  our  royal  declaration, 
to  the  regular  and  ordinary  difcharge 
of  their  duty,  have  authorized,  and 
do  hereby  authorize  and  empower 
our  faid  lords  comraiflfioners  of  our 
admiralty,  or  any  three  of  them,  to 
fignify  to  all  fuch  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  who  may  have  been  guilty  of 
any  of  the  treasonable  acts  ai  ore  fa  id, 
or  of  any  mutiny,  or  difobedience 
of  orders,  or  neglett  of  duty,  and 
who  have  returned,  or  who  lhall, 
-upon  notification  hereof  on  board 
the  relpeCtive  fhips,  return  to  the 


regular  and  ordinary  difcharge  of 
their  duty.,  our  royal  intentions  to 
grant  to  all  fuch  feamen  and  marines 
our  rnoft  gracious  pardon,  and  to 
promife  in  our  name  to  all  fuch  fea¬ 
men  and  marines  who  have  fo  re¬ 
turned,  or  fliall  fo  return  to  the  re¬ 
gular  and  ordinary  difcharge  of  their 
duty,  our  moft  gracious  pardon  ac¬ 
cordingly.  And  we  do  hereby  de¬ 
clare,  that  all  fuch  feamen  and 
marines  who  fliall  have  fo  returned, 
or  fliall  fo  return  to  their  duty,  and 
to  whom  the  faid  lords  commif- 
fioners  of  our  admiralty,  or  any 
three  of  them,  lhall  fo  promife  our 
pardon,  fliall  receive  the  fame  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  fliall  be  difcharged 
and  releafed  from  all  profecutions, 
imprifonments  and  penalties,  in¬ 
curred  by  reafon  of  any  of  the  a<ffs 
aforefaid,  or  by  reafon  of  any  a£l 
of  mutiny  or  difobedience  of  orders, 
or  any  breach  or  negleft  of  dutv, 
previoully  committed  by  them,  or 
any  of  them;  hereby  declaring  at 
the  fame-time,  that  all  fuch  feamen 
and  marines  who  fliall  not  take  the 
benefit  of  this  our  gracious  pardon, 
fliall,  from  henceforth,  be  confi- 
dered  as  liable,  according  to  the 
nature  of  their  offences,  to  fuch 
punifhment  as  the  articles  of  war 
and  the  law  have  provided  for 
the  fame. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Saint 
James’s,  the  twenty-feventh 
day  of  May,  1797,  in  the 
thirty-feventh  year  of  our 
reign. 

By  his  majefiy’s  command, 

Portland. 

_  / 

Order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
to  the  Commanders  of  his  Ma- 
jeffy’s  Fleet. 

Whereas,  from  the  difpofition 
lately  (hewn  by  the  feamen  belonging 
*  C  c  3  to 
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to  federal  of  his  majefty’s  (hips, 
it  is  become  highly  neceflary  that 
the  ftrideft  attention  fliould  be 
paid  by  all  officers  in  his  majefty’s 
naval  fervice,  not  only  to  their  own 
conduct,  but  to  the  conduct  of  thofe 
who  may  be  under  their  orders  ;  the 
more  effectually  to  infure  a  proper 
fubordination  and  difcipline  ;  and  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  may  be,  all  dif- 
content  among  the  feamen,  your 
lordfhip  js  hereby  directed  to  be 
particularly  careful  to  enforce,  fo 
far  as  the  fame  may  depend  on  you, 
and'  to  give  orders  to  the  officers 
employed  under  your  command  to 
enforce  all  the  regulations  for  the 
prefervation  of  difcipline  and  good 
order  in  his  majefty’s  navy,  which 
are  at  prefent  eftabiifhed  for  that 
purpofe  : — And  you  are  more  e im¬ 
perially  to  give  the  following  di¬ 
rections  ;  viz. 

That  the  flag  officers  of  the 
fquadron  under  your  command  do 
frequently  mufter  the  crews  of  the 
flaps  belonging  to  their  refpedive 
divifions ;  that  the  captains  and 
commanders  of  the  fliips  and  vef- 
fels  of  your  fquadron  never  be  ab- 
fent  themfelves,  nor  allow  any  offi- 
cers  under  their  orders  to  be  abfent 
from  on  board  their  refpedive 
fliips  for  twenty-four  hours  at  one 
time,  without  our  permiffion,  or 
leave  obtained  from  yourfelf  for 
that  purpofe. 

That  all  flag  officers,  captains, 
and  other  officers,  do  wear  their  re- 
j petti ve  uniforms,  not  only  whilft 
they  are  on  board  the  fliips  to 
which  they  belong,  but  alfo  when 
they  are  on  (bore  in  or  near  any 
fea-port  town. 

'i  hat  the  captains  and  comman¬ 
ders  of  his  majefty’s  fliips  and  vef- 
ftls  do  caufe  the  Articles  of  War  to 
be  read  on  board  their  refpedive 


fliips  to  the  companies  thereof,  at 
leaft  once  in  every  month,  agree¬ 
ably  to  their  inftrudions  ;  that  they 
alfo  fee  that  the  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  belonging  to  the  marines  be 
conftantly  kept  in  good  order  and 
fit  for  immediate  fervice,  as  well  in 
harbour  as  at  fea;  and  that  thev 
are  in  future  to  be  very  careful 
to  rate  their  fliips  companies  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  merits  of  the  men, 
in  order  that  thofe  who  may  not 
be  deferving  thereof,  may  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  pay  of  able  or  ordinary 
feamen. 

That  particular  attention  be  paid 
to  the  regulations  relating  to  the 
cutting  up  of  frefh  beef,  that  choice 
pieces  be  never  purpofe ly  feleded 
for  the  officers  from  that  which  is 
cut  up  for  the  (hip’s  company;  and 
that  choice  pieces  of  fait  meat 
be  never  taken  for  the  officers  out 
of  the  tub  or  veffel  from  which 
it  ma}7  be.  ferved  to  the  (hip’s 
company. 

That  officers  do  not  feled  calks 
of  the  heft  wine  or  fpirits  for  their 
own  life  from  thofe  intended  for 
the  (hip’s  company,  nor  exchange 
any  wine  or  fpirits  of  their  own  for 
that  which  has  been  fent  on  board 
for  the  ufe  of  the  (hip. 

That  the.  captains  and  com¬ 
manders  of  his  majefty’s  fliips  do 
ftridly  enjoin  the  surgeons  be¬ 
longing  to  their  refpedive  fliips 
not  to  take  out  of  the  (hip  any  part 
of  the  medicines  or  neceffaries  in¬ 
tended  for  the  ufe  of  the  Tick,  but 
ftridly  to  apply  them  to  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  lent  on 
board. 

That  the  captains  and  com¬ 
manders  of  his  majefty’s  fliips  be 
particularly  attentive  to  the  con- 
dud  of  the  men  under  their  com¬ 
mand,  and  that  they  be  ready,  on 
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the  firft  appearance  of  mutiny,  to 
’ufe  the  raoft  vigorous  means  to  fup- 
prefs  it,  and  to  bring  the  ringleaders 
to  punilhtnent. 

Given,  &c.  lft  May,  1797* 

By  the  C'ommiffioners  for  executing 

the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral 

of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 

Whereas  his  majefty  has  been 
moft  gracioufly  pleafed  to  iffue  his 
royal  proclamation,  dated  the  nth 
Affiant,  and  thereby  to  declare  that 
all  fuch  fearaen  and  marines  on 
board  any  (hips  of  the  fleet  who  may 
have  been  guilty  of  any  a6t  of  mu¬ 
tiny,  or  difobedience  of  orders,  or 
snegled;  of  duty,  and  who  have  re¬ 
turned,  or  (hall,  upon  notification  of 
fuch  his  majefty’s  proclamation,  re¬ 
turn  to  the  regular  and  ordinary 
difcharge  of  their  duty,  flia.ll  be  dis¬ 
charged  and  releafed  from  all  pro¬ 
secutions,  imprifonments  and  penal¬ 
ties,  incurred  by  reafon  of  any  ad  of 
mutiny  or  difobedience  of  orders,  or 
any  breach  or  neglect  of  duty  previ¬ 
ously  committed  by  them,  or  any  of 
them : 

And  whereas  it  is  our  intention, 
that  on  no  oecafion  hereafter  the 
minds  of  the  feamen  and  marines,  to 
whom  the  benefit  of  the  faid  procla¬ 
mation  has  been  extended,  (hall  be 
difquieted  by  any  reproof  or  re¬ 
proach  in  refped  of  all  or  any  fuch 
ads  of  mutiny,  difobedience  of  or¬ 
ders,  or  breach  or  neglect  of  duty 
as  before  mentioned,  but  that  a 
total  oblivion  of  fuch  offences  fhould, 
as  far  as  poffible,  obtain  in  conie- 
quence  thereof.;  we  have  therefore 
thought  fit,  by  thefe  our  orders,  to 
iignify  fuch  meaning  and  intention 
to  the  feveral  flag  officers,  captains, 
commanders,  and  all  their  fubordi- 
nate  officers  in  the  fleet ;  and  they 
&re  hereby  required  and  directed’ to 
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conform  to  thefe  our  orders  and  in¬ 
tentions  accordingly. 

Given  under  our  bands  the  14th 
day  of  May,  1797. 

Spencer. 

Gambier. 

Young. 

To  the  feveral  Flag  O  fficers , 

Captains ,  and  Commanders 
of  his  Majefty  s  Fleet . 

By  command  of  their  Lordfhips. 

Marsden. 


By  the  king. — A  Proclamation  for 
the  Supprefiion  of  the  Mutinous 
and  Treasonable  Proceedings  of 
the  Crews  of  certain  of  our  Ships 
at  the  Nore. 

George  It. 

Whereas,  upon  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  our  lords  commiffioners  of 
our  admiralty  refpedting  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  feamen  and  marines 
on  board  certain  of  our  (hips  at  the 
Nore,  we  were  pleafed  to  command 
our  faid  lords  commiffioners  of  our 
admiralty  to  fignify  to  the  faid  fea¬ 
men  and  marines  our  gracious  inten¬ 
tions,  expreffed  in  our  royal  decla¬ 
ration,  under  our  fign  manual,  bear¬ 
ing  date  at  St.  James’s,  the  twenty- 
feventh  day  of  May  inftant :  — 
[Here  the  proclamation  recites  ver¬ 
batim  that  already  publijhed ,  ftgned 
Portland]  and  whereas  our  right 
trufly  and  right  well-beloved  coufin 
and  eounfeilor  George  John  earl 
Spencer, our  trufly  and  well  beloved 
Charles  George  lord  Arden,  of  our 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  W.  Youngs 
efq.  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  being 
three  of  the  lords  commiflioners  of 
our  admiralty,  did  caufe  our  gracious 
intentions,  expreffed  in  fuch  our 
declaration,  to  be  (ignified  to  the 
crews  of  our  (hips  at  the  Nore,  and 
*  C  c  4  did 
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did  require  fucli  crews  to  return  to 
their  due  obedience  accordingly : 
And  whereas  it  has  been  reprefented 
to  us,  that  fome  of  the  crews  of  our 
faid  fhips  have,  been  defirous  of  re¬ 
turning  to  their  obedience  accord¬ 
ingly,  but  have  been  prevented  from 
fo  doing  by  violence ;  and  other  of 
our  tbips,  in  the  adtual  difcharge  of 
their  duty,  have  been  fired  upon, 
and  attempts  have  been  made  to 
prevent  fome  of  our  fhips  from  pro¬ 
ceeding,  according  to  the  orders  of 
their  commanders  :  And  whereas, 
i'uch  continued  perfeverance  in  re¬ 
bellious  and  treafonable  attempts 
againfc  our  crown  and  dignity, 
after  repeated  admonitions  and  offers 
of  our  gracious  pardon,  render  it 
neeeffary  for  us  to  call  on  all  our 
loving  fubjecls  to  be  aiding  and 
affifting  in  repreffing  the  fame  ;  we 
have  thought  fit,  by  the  advice  of 
our  privy  council,  to  iflue  this  our 
royal  proclamation  ;  and  we  do 
hereby  llriclly  enjoin  and  command 
all  our  admirals,  generals,  comman¬ 
ders,  and  officers,  of  our  forces  by 
fea  and  land,  and  all  magiflrates 
whatfoever,  and  all  others  our  lov¬ 
ing  fubjedts,  that  they,  in  their  fe- 
veral  ftations,  do  ufe  their  utmofl 
endeavours,  according  to  law,  to 
fupprefs  all  fuch  nmtinous’and  trea¬ 
fonable  proceedings,  and  to  ufe  all 
lawful  means  to  bring  the  perfons 
concerned  therein,  their  aiders  and 
abettors,  to  juflice:  And  we  do 
hereby  ft  richly  enjoin  and  command 
all  our  loving  fubjeds  whatfoever, 
not  to  give  any  aid,  comfort,  affi fi¬ 
ance  or  encouragement  whatfoever, 
to  any  perfon  or  perfons  concerned 
in  any  fuch  mutinous  or  treafonable 
proceedings,  as  they  will  anfwer 
the  fame  at  their  peril;  and  alio, 
to  the  utmofl  of  their  power,  and 
according  to  law,  to  prevent  all 


other  perfons  from  giving  any  fuch 
aid,  affiftance,  comfort  or  encourage¬ 
ment. 

M  ay  3 1 . 

luondon  Gazette  Extraordinary, 
Wednefday ,  June  7. 

At  the  Court  at  the  Queen’s  Houfe, 
June  6, 1797,  prefent,  The  King’s 
Moll  Excellent  Majefly  in  Couri- 
’  cil. 

Whereas,  by  an  a<5l  paffed  in  the 
prefent  feffion  of  parliament,  in¬ 
tituled,  “  An  a£t  for  more  effec¬ 
tually  reftraining  intercourfe  with 
the  crews  of  certain  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  tbips  now  in  a  Hate  of  mutiny 
and  rebellion,  and  for  the  more 
effectual  fuppreffion  of  fuch  mutiny 
and  rebellion,”  it  is  enacted,  That 
it  lhall  be  lawful  for  the  eommif- 
fioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
lord  high-admiral,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  being  thereto  au¬ 
thorized  by  order  of  his  majefly  in 
council,  to  declare  the  crew  of  any 
of  his  majefty’s  fhips  who  have 
been  guilty  of  acts  of  mutiny  and 
rebellion,  and  who  ftill  perfill  therein, 
and  alfo  the  crew  of  any  other  of  his 
majefly ’s  fhips,  who  fha.ll  be  guilty 
of  any  of  the  like  offences,  to  be, 
in  a  flate  of  mutiny  and  rebellion  ; 
and,  by  fuch  declaration,  to  warn  all 
his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjefts  to  ab- 
ftain  from  all  communication  or  in¬ 
tercourfe  with  the  crews  of  the  faid 
fhips:  And  it  is  further  enabled, that 
it  lhall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  com- 
miflioners,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  in  fuch  manner  as  his  ma- 
jefly  111  all  authorize  and  require,  to 
accept  the  fubmiffion  of  the  crew  of 
any  Ihip  which  fhall  have  been  fo 
declared  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny 
and  rebellion,  or  of  any  perfon  or 
perfons,  part  of  fuch  crew,  or  of 
any  perfon  or  perfons  on  board  of 

any 
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any  of  fuch  Ihips,  or  to  declare  any 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  to  have  re¬ 
turned  to  their  duty,  and  thereupon 
to  declare  the  perfon  or  perfons 
whole  fubmiffion  (hall  be  fo  accept¬ 
ed,  or  who  hi  all  be  fo  declared  to 
have  returned  to  their  duty,  to  be 
exempted  and  relieved  from  all  or 
any  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
in  the  faid  aft  contained,  in  fuch 
manner,  and  under  fuch  terms  and 
reftriftions,  as  his  majefty  lhall 
think  fit: 

And  whereas  the  faid  lords 
comrniffioners  have  reprefented  to 
his  majefty,  that  it  appears  to 
them  that  the  crews  of  the  fhips 
hereinafter-mentioned,  that  is  to  lay, 
the  Sandwich,  Montagu,  Direftor, 
Inflexible,  Monmouth,  Belliqueux, 
Standard,  Lion,  N affair,  Repulfe, 
Grampus,  Proferpine,  Brilliant,  Iris, 
Champion,  Comet,  Tyfiphone,  Py- 
lades,  Swan,  and  Infpeftor,  have 
been  guilty  of  afts  of  mutiny  and 
rebellion,  particularly  by  taking  the 
command  of  the  faid  Ihips  from  his 
majefty's  officers,  by  combining  to 
obftruft  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
the  port  of  London,  and  by  other 
afts  of  the  moll  heinous  nature,  and 
that  fome  of  fuch  crews  had  actually 
fired  on  divers  of  his  majefty  ?s 
fhips,  and  that  all  the  faid  crews 
ftill  perfifted  in  fuch  their  mutiny 
and  rebellion ;  his  majefty,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  powers  veiled  in  him 
by  the  above  recited  act,  is  hereby 
pleafed,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  privy  council,  to  authorize,  and 
by  this  his  order  in  council  doth 
authorize  the  faid  comrniffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
admiral,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  to  declare  the  crews  of  the 
faid  fhips  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny 
and  rebellion,  and  to  warn  all  his 
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majeftv’s  faithful  fuhjefts  to  abftain 
from  all  communication  or  inter- 
courfe  with  the  crews  of  the  faid 
fhips,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  faid  aft. 

And  his  majefty  is  hereby  further 
pleafed,  with  the  advice  aforefaid, 
to  authorize  and  require  the  faid 
comrniffioners,  or  any  three  or  more; 
of  them,  to  accept  the  fubmiffion  of 
the  crew  of  any  of  the  faid  fhips, 
or  of  any  perfon  or  perfons,  part  of 
fuch  crew,  or  of  any  perfon  or  per- 
fons  on  board  of  any  of  the  faid 
fhips,'  or  to  declare  any  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  to  have  returned  to  their 
duty ;  and  thereupon  to  declare  the 
perfon  or  perfons  whofe  fubmiffion 
lhall  be  fo  accepted,  ©r  who  ffiall  he 
declared  to  have  returned  to  their 
duty,  to  be  exempted  and  relieved 
from  all  or  any  of  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  in  the  faid  aft  con¬ 
tained,  in  fuch  manner,  and  under 
fuch  terms  and  reftriftions,  as  his 
majefty  fhall  think  fit. 

W.  Fawkener. 


By  the  Comrniffioners  for  exe- 


(l.s.) 


cuting  the  Office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  &c. 


By  virtue  of  an  order  of  his 
majefty  in  council,  bearing  date  the 
6th  day  of  June  inftant,  and  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  provilions  of  an  aft 
paffed  in  the  prefent  feftion  of  par¬ 
liament,  intituled,  u  An  aft  for 
more  effeftually  reftraining  inter- 
courfe  with  the  crews  of  certain 
of  his  majefty’s  Ihips,  now  in  a  ftate 
of  mutiny  and  rebellion,  and  for  the 
more  effectual  fuppreffion  of  fuch 
mutiny  and  rebellion,’'’  we  do  hereby 
declare,  that  the  crews  of  his  ma« 
jetty's  Ihips  hereinafter  mentioned, 

that 
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that  is  to  fay,  the  Sandwich,  Mon¬ 
tagu,  Director,  Inflexible,  Mon¬ 
mouth,  Belliqueux,  Standard,  Lion, 
Naffitu,  Kepulfe,  Grampus.,  Profer- 
pine,  Brilliant,  Iris,  Champion, 
Comet,  Tyliphone,  Pylades,  Swan, 
and  lnfpedor,  having  been  guilty  of 
acts  of  mutiny  and  rebellion,  and 
perfifting  therein,  are,  and  are  to  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be,  in  a  ltate 
•of  mutiny  and  rebellion:  And,  in 
further  purfuance  of  the  provilions 
of  the  laid  ad,  we  do  hereby  warn 
all  his  maje  fly’s  faithful  fubjeds  to 
abftain  from  all  communication  and 
interconrfe  with  the  crews  of  the 
faid  fhips :  And  we  do  hereby  no¬ 
tify,  that,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  ad, 
any  perfon  who  fhall  wilfully  and 
advifedly  have  any  communication 
or  interconrfe,  whether  perfonally 
or  by  letter,  meffage,  or  other  wife, 
with  the  crew  of  any  of  the  laid 
Slips,  or  with  any  perfon  or  perfons 
being  part  of  Inch  crew,  or  with 
any  perfon  who  fhall,  after  this  day, 
remain  on  board  any  of  the  laid 
Slips,  will,  on  convidion  thereof, 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and 
fuffer  death :  And  alfo,  that  any 
perfon  who  fhall  wilfully  and  ad¬ 
vifedly  in  any  manner  fupply  and 
comfort  or  affift  fuch  crew,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  any  perfon  remain¬ 
ing  on  board  any  of  the  laid  fhips, 
after  this  day,  will,  on  convidion 
thereof,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  fe¬ 
lony,  and  fuffer  death:  And  alfo, 
that  from  and  after  this  day,  ail 
wages  and  other  allowances  pay¬ 
able  to  the  crews  of  the  laid  Slips, 
will  ceafe  and  determine,  and  be  no 
longer  payable ;  and  that  they  will 
refpedively,  from  thenceforth,  for¬ 
feit  and  iofe  all  wages  and  other 
allowances,  and  all  ihares  of  prizes 
■then  due  to  them  refpedively,  and 


all  benefits  and  advanrages  to  which 
they  might  otherwife  be  entitled 
from  Greenwich  hofpital,  or  the 
cheft  at  Chatham,  and  all  other 
benefits  and  advantages  whatfoever 
to  which  they  might  otherwife  be 
entitled,  in  confequence  of  their 
having  ferved  as  feamen'or  marines 
on  board  his  majefiy’s  fhips;  and 
that  all  perfons  voluntarily  remain¬ 
ing  on  board  any  of  the  faid  fhips, 
after  having  had  knowledge  of  this 
declaration,  will,  on  convidion 
thereof,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  piracy 
and  felony,  and  will  fuffer  death  : 

And  whereas  the  penalties  of  the 
faid  ad  do  not  extend^  to  fuch  com¬ 
munication  or  interconrfe  with  the 
faid  crews  as  may  be  carried  on  by 
our  order  or  authority,  or  by  the 
order  and  authority  of  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  as  may  he  authorized  by 
us  to  grant  permiffion,  and  give  di¬ 
rections  in  that  behalf,  we  do  hereby 
notify,  that  we  have  authorized 
Charles  Buckner,  efq.  vice-admiral 
of  the  white,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majefly’s  drips  and 
ve  fife  Is  in  the  river  Medway,  and  at 
the  buoy  of  the  Nore,  to  hold  com¬ 
munication  or  intercourfe'with  the 
faid  crews,  and  to  grant  permiffion, 
and  give  diredions  in  that  behalf. 
And  we  do  further  notify  and  de- 
clare,  that  we  are  authorized  by  bis 
maje  fey,  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  ad, 
to  accept  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
crew  of  any  of  the  faid  fhips,  or  of 
any  perfon  or  perfons  on  board  of 
any  fuch  fhips,  and  to  declare  any 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  to  have  re¬ 
turned  to  their  duty,  and  thereupon 
to  declare  the  perfon  or  perfons 
whole  fubmiffion  fhall  be  fo  accent¬ 
ed,  or  who  fhall  be  fo  declared  to 
have  returned  to  their  duty,  to  be 
exempted  and  relieved  from  all  or 

any 
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any  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
in  the  faid  a<ft. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  thefeal 
of  the  office  of  admiralty,  this 
7th  day  of  June  1797. 
Spencer,  Ph.  Stephens, 

Arden,  J.  Gambier, 

Ch.  S.  Pybus,  W.  Young, 

II.  Seymour. 

By  command  of  their  lordffiips, 
Evan  Nepean . 


Copy  of  the  Fades  and  Orders  ob¬ 
served  by  the  Sailors,  during  the 

Mutiny. 

rules  and  orders. 

1.  Every  ffiip  fhall  diligently 
keep  a  quarter  watch;  and  every 
man  found  below  in  his  watch,  fhall 
be  feverely  puniffied. 

2.  Every  fhip  fhall  give  three 
cheers,  morning  and  evening. 

3.  No  woman  fhall  be  permitted 
to  go  on  fhore  from  any  ffiip;  but 
as  many  may  come  in  as  pleafe. 

4.  Any  perfon  attempting  to 
bring  liquor  into  the  fhip,  or  any 
perfon  found  drunk,  fhall  be  feverely 
puniffied. 

5.  The  greateft  attention  to  be 
paid  to  the  officers  orders;  any 
perfon  failing  in  the  refpect  due  to 
them,  or  neglectingAheir  duty,  fhall 
be  feverely  puniffied. 

6.  Every  feaman  and  marine 
fhall  take  an  oath  of  fidelity,  not 
only  to  themfelves,  but  to  the  fleet 
in  general. 

7.  No  ffiip  fhall  lift  their  anchors 
to  proceed  from  this  port,  until  the 
defires  of  the  fleet  be  fatished. 

8.  That  there  be  no  liberty  given 
from  ffiip  to  fhip  till  all  are  fettled. 

No  private  letters  to  be  fent  on 
ffiore. 


Proclamation  bp  Order  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  announcing  the  increafed 
Pap,  and  other  advantages  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  Armp. 

v 

WHEREAS,  over  and  above  the 
provifion  made  for  clothing,  for 
Chelfea  hefpital,  for  lodgings,  and 
for  medical  abidance ;  and  likewife 
over  and  above  the  allowance  of 
beer,  and  other  articles  provided  in 
barracks  and  quarters,  and  of  bread 
provided  at  a  reduced  rate  in  camp, 
the  private  foldier  of  infantry  of  the 
line  ferving  at  home,  heretofore  re¬ 
ceived  the  pay  of  fixpence  per  day, 
which,  together  with  the  furn  of 
two-pence  farthing  per  day,  granted 
to  him  by  bis  majefty’s  warrant  for 
eflabliffiing  and  confolidating  cer- 

O  <D 

tain  other  allowances  lately  given 
him,  amounts  to  the  fum  of  eight- 
pence' farthing ;  his  majefty  having 
been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration,  is  pleafed 
to  direct,  that,  under  the  following 
regulations,  there  fhall,  from  the 
25th  of  this  prefent  month  of  May, 
be  paid  to  each  private  foldier  of 
infantry,  in  addition  to  the  faid  fum 
of  eight-pence  farthing,  the  farther 
fum  of  three-pence  three-farthings, 
making,  in  the  whole,  the  fum  of 
one  finding  daily.  Out  of  this  ad¬ 
vance  of  pay,  the  foldier  is  to  pay 
the  extra  price  of  bread  and  meat, 
now  paid  by  the  public,  which  at 
prefent  amounts,  upon  an  average, 
to  the  daily  fum  of  one  penny  three 
farthings  ;  fo  that  the  net  increafe 
in  future  to  each  foldier,  will  be  two¬ 
pence  per  diem. 

With  refpect  to  the  diffiurfement 
of  this  finding  per  day,  his  majefty 
has  been  pleafed  to  order,  that  a 
fum,  not  exceeding  four  /hillings 
per  week,  fhall  be  applied  towards 

the 
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the  expence  of  the  foldier’s  mefs, 
(including  vegetables,  &c.)  unlefs 
he  himfelf  (hall  choofe  to  appro¬ 
priate  a  farther  part  of  his  pay  to 
that  purpofe  : 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one 
/hilling  and  fixpence  a  week,  (hall 
be  retained  for  neecffaries,  to  be 
accounted  for,  as  ufual,  monthly: 
That  the  remainder  of  his  pay, 
amounting  to  one  Hulling  and  (ix- 
pence  per  week,  (hall  be  paid  to  the 
foldier,  fubjebt  to  the  accuftomed 
deduction  for  wafhing,  and  articles 
for  cleaning  his  clothes  and  appoint¬ 
ments:  And  lus  majefty,  out  of  his 
royal  bounty,  is  farther  pleafed  to 
order  and  diredt,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  foldier — That,  in  camp,  he  (hall 
receive  the  fum  of  live-pence  far¬ 
thing  per  week,  being  the  difference 
between  the  allowance  and  value  of 
bread  and  beer,  in  quarters,  or  bar¬ 
rack,  and  the  ordinary  (increafed) 
fupply  of  bread  in  camp  : — That  if 
meat,  of  the  quality  proper  to  be 
provided  for  him,  fliould  exceed  the 
price  of  fixpence  per  pound,  or 
bread  of  the  houfehold  quality,  the 
price  of  one  penny  halfpenny  per 
pound,  fuch  extra  price  (hall  be  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  public,  upon  a  quantity 
not  exceeding  three  quarters  of  a 
pound  of  meat,  and  one  pound  of 
bread,  per  day  for  each  man: — 
That  when  anv  foldier  (hall,  with 
the  approbation  of  his  commanding 
officer,  provide  himfelf  with  lodg¬ 
ings,  and  the  feveral  articles  of  fin  all 
beer,  <5ec.  to  which  his  billet  would 
entitle  him,  he  (hall  receive  the 
fame  allowance  as  the  publican 
would  have  been  entitled  to,  under 
fuch  billet. 

His  majefty  is  farther  pleafed  to 
order, — That  the  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  to  a  drummer,  (hall  be,  daily, 
thirteen-pence  farthing;— That  the 


pay  and  allowances  to  a  corporal 
(hall  be,  daily,  fourteen-pence  far¬ 
thing; — That  the  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  to  a  ferjeant  (hall  be,  daily, 
eighteen-pence  three  farthings. 

His  majefty  is  farther  pleafed  to 
order,  that  the  pay  and  allowances 
of  the  invalids  (hall  be,  daily, — To 
a  private,  eleven-pence  farthing;— 
to  a  drummer,  thirteen-pence  far¬ 
thing; — to  a  corporal,  thirteen- 
pence  three  farthings;  —  to  a  fer¬ 
jeant,  eighteen-pence  farthing:  — 
and  that  the  ferjeants,  drummers, 
and  private  men  of  the  militia  and 
fencible  infantry,  (hall  be  placed  on 
the  fame  footing,  refpedtively,  as 
thofe  of  the  line.  His  majefty  is 
farther  pleafed  to  order,  that  the 
like  net  addition  of  two- pence  per 
diem  dial!  be  made  to  all  his  foldiers 
ferving  out  of  Great  Britain. 

Field-rnarfhal  the  duke  of  York 
is  happy  to  announce  the  king’s 
gracious  intentions  towards  the 
whole  of  his  army. 

His  royal  highnefs  refts  allured, 
that  thefe  new  inftances  of  the 
liberality  of  parliament,  and  of  his 
majefty’s  paternal  care,  will  rivet 
that  affedtion  for  their  king  and 
country,  which  has  ever  been  the 
pride  of  Britilh  foldiers;  and  that 
a  continuance  in  fteady  difeipline 
and  honourable  conduit  will  merit 
thofs  gracious  favours  that  have 
been  repeatedly  (hewn  them. 

On  this  occafion,  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  cannot  but  add,  that,  however 
incredible  it  may  appear,  that  there 
(hould  exift  a  wretch,  fo  loft  to  ho¬ 
nour  and  humanity,  as  to  league 
with  the  enemy,  and  to  aim  at  the 
utter  ruin  of  his  country,  yet  there 
are  certainly  many  defperate  per- 
lons,  who  have  perfevered  in  me¬ 
thodizing  treachery  and  fedition; 
and  who,  under  fpecious  and  delulive 

pretences, 
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pretences,  taking  the  advantage  of  kingdoms,  and,  as  much  as  it  is 

an  guarded  moments,  have  endea*  m  their  power,  to  make  the  reci- 

voured  to  feduce  ialdiers  from  their  procal  commerce  between  their  fub- 
duty,  and  render  them  accomplices  jeCts  profper,  have  judged  it  proper 
in  their  treafons ;  the  direct  objeCt  to  colled  under  one  point  of  view, 
of  which  is  univerfal  confufion  and  and  to  fix  the  reciprocal  rights  and 
rapine,  and  the  overthrow  of  that  duties  upon  which  they  have  agreed 
happy  fyftem  of  religion  and  govern-  amongft  themfelves,  in  orders  to 
ment  fe"c u red  to  us  by  the  blood  of  encourage  and  facilitate  the  mutual 
our  anceftors;  and  which,  for  fo  exchanges  between  the  two  nations; 
many  ages,  has  rendered  Britain  Id  confequence  of  which,  and  i a 

the  admiration  and  envy  of  the  order  without  delay  to  proceed  to 

w0r]d  !  the  perfection  of  fo  falutary  a  work, 

Ilis  royal  highnefs  is  convinced,  their  faid  majefties  have  chofen  and 
that  the  love  and  attachment  of  the  nominated  for  their  plenipotentiaries, 
foldier  to  his  king  and  country,  are  that  is  to  fay,  his  majefty  the  king 
firm  and  unfhaken;  and  that,  hold-  of  Great  Britain,  the  Sieu-r  Charles 
ing  in  abhorrence  all  bafe  and  fcan-  Whitworth,  his  envoy  extraordinary 
dalous  attempts  to  (hake  his  loyalty  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the 
and  true  affeCtion,  every  good  foldier  imperial  court  of  Ruffia,  knight  of 
will  repel  with  indignation,  the  in-  the  order  of  the  Bath;  and  his  ma~ 
ftigators  of'  luch  wiekednefs,  and  jefty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Raffias, 
glory  in  the  opportunity  of  expofing  the  Sieur  Alexander  count  of  Ref- 
them  to  the  exemplary  juffice  of  borodko,  his  actual  privy  counfellor 
their  infulted  country.  of  the  firft  clafs,  fenator  minifter  of 

By  command  of  field-marffial  his  the  council  of  ftate,  director  general 
royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York.  of  the  polls,  and  knight  of  the  order 
William  Fawcett,  of  St.  Andrew,  of  St.  Alexander 
adjutant-general.  Newfltv,  of  St.  Anne  of  the  firft 

clafs,  and  grand  crofs  of  St.Wladimir 
— — - - - - - — — -  of  the  firft  clafs;  the  hear  Alex¬ 

ander  prince  of  Kourakin,  his.  vice- 
Treaty  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  chancellor,  aCtual  privy  counfellor, 
between  His  Britannic  Majejty  minifter  of  the  council  of  ftate, 
and  the  Emperor  of  all  the  aCtual  chamberlain,  and  knight  of 
Ruffias,  figned  at  Saint  Peterf-  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  of  St. 
burgh,  February  10-21,  1797.  Alexander  Newlky,  and  of  St.  Anne 

of  the  firft  clafs ;  as  alfo  of  the 
In  the  name  of  the  molt  holy  -  orders  of  Denmark,  of  Danebrog, 
and  undivided  Trinity.  and  of  the  perfect  Union ;  and  the 

IlIS  majefty  the  king  of  Great  fteur  Peter  of  Soimonow,  his  privy 
Britain,  and  his  majefty  the  emperor  counfellor,  fenator,  prefident  of  the 
of  all  the  Ruffias,  already  united  by  college  off  commerce,  and  knight 
the  ties  of  the  moft  intimate  grand  crofs  of  the  order  of  St. 
alliance;  and  having  it  equally  at  Wladimir  of  the  fecond  clafs;  who, 
heart  to  cement  more  and  more  the  in  virtue  ol  their  full  powers,  have 
good  correfpondence  which  fubfifts  agreed  and  concluded  upon  the 
between  them  and  their  refpeCtive  following  articles: 

H  -•  t-  i  '  \ 


Article 
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Article  I.  The  peace,  friendship, 
and  good  intelligence,  which  have 
happily  hitherto  lubfifled  between 
their  majefhes  the  king  01  Great 
Britain  and  the  emperor  oi  all  the 
Hu fti as,  ih all  be  confirmed  and  efta- 
bli died  by  this  treaty,  in  Inch  man¬ 
ner,  that,  from  the  prefent  and  for 
the  future,  there  (hall,  be  between 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain  on  one 
fide,  and  the  crown  of  all  the  Ruffias 
on  the  other,  as  alfo  betwixt  the 
dates,  countries,  kingdoms,  domains, 
and  territories  under  their  dominion, 

true,  fincere,  firm,  and  perfect 
peace,  friendflfip,  and  good  intelli¬ 
gence,  which  Avail  laft  tor  ever,  and 
fhall  be  inviolably  obferved  equally 
by  fea  and  by  land,  and  upon  the 
frefir  waters;  and  the  fubjeds, 
people,  and  inhabitants  on  each 
fide,  of  whatever  ftate  or  condition 
they  may  be,  fhall  mutually  treat 
each  other  with  every  poffible  kind 
of  benevolence  and  abidance,  with¬ 
out  doing  each  oTrer  any  wrong  or 
damage  whatfoever. 

II.  The  fubjeds  of  the  two  high 
contracting  powers  fhall  have  per- 
fed  freedom  of  navigation  and  of 
commerce  in  all  their  dominions 
fituated  in  Europe,  where  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce  are  permitted 
at  prefent,  or  fhall  be  fo  hereaitei, 
by  the  high  contrading  parties,  to 
any  other  nation. 

III.  It  is  agreed  that  the  fubjeds 
of  the  two  high  contrading  parties 
may  enter,  trade,  and  remain  with 
their  (hips,  veffels,  and  carriages, 
laden  or  empty,  in  all  the  ports, 
places,  and  cities,  where  the  fame 
js  permitted  to  the  fubjeds  of  any 
other  nation  whatfoever;  and  the 
bailors,  paffengers,  and  fhips,  whe¬ 
ther  Britifh  or  Ruffian  (although 
amongfi;  their  crews  there  Should 
be  found  the  fubjeds  of  feme  other 
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foreign  nation)  fhall  be  received 
and  treated  as  the  mod  favoured 
nation;  and  neither  the  bailors  nor 
the  paffengers  fhall  be  forced  to 
enter,  againft  their  will,  into  the 
fervice  of  either  of  the  two  con- 
trading  powers,  with  the  exception 
of  fuch  of  their  fubjeds  whom  they 
may  require  for  their  own  fervice: 
and  if  a  fervant  or  bailor  fhall  defert 
from  his  fervice  or  blip,  he  fhall  be 
reltored.  It  is  in  like  manner 
agreed,  that  the  fubjeds  of  the  high 
contrading  parties  may  purchafe 
all  forts  of  things  which  they  may 
be  in  want  of  at  the  current  price; 
— -repair  and  refit  their  fhips,  veffels, 
and  carriages  ;  buy  all  the  provifions 
neceffary  for  their  fubfillence  or 
voyage;  bay  or  depart  at  their 
pleafure,  without  molefiation  or 
hindrance,  provided  that  they  con¬ 
form  themfelves  to  .the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  refpedive  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  high  contrading  par¬ 
ties,  where  they  may  be.  in  like 
manner,  the  Ruffian  fhips  which 
fhall  be  at  fea  for  the  purpofe  of 
navigation,  and  fhall  be  met  by 
Engiifh  fhips,  fhall  not  be  hindered 
in  their  navigation,  provided  that 
in  the  Britifh  fea  they  conform 
themfelves  to  cuftom;  but  every 
fort  of  affiftance  fhall  be  given  to 
them  both  in  the  ports  fubjed  to 
Great  Britain,  and  in  the  open  fea. 

IV.  It  is  agreed  that  the  fubjeds 
of  Great  Britain  may  carry,  by 
water  or  by  land,  in  their  own  fhips 
and  carriages,  or  in  thole  which 
they  ft  will  have  freighted  or  hired 
for  that  purpose,  into  any  province 
whatever  of  Ruffia,  all  forts  of 
merchandize  or  effed.s,  of  which  the 
trade  or  entry  is  not  prohibited; 
that  they  fhall  be  permitted  to 
keep  them  in  their  houfes  or  maga¬ 
zines,  to  fell  or  exchange  them 
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wholesale ,  freely  and  without  mo- 
leftation,  without  being  obliged  to 
become  citizens  of  fuch  city  or  place 
where  they  ihall  refide  or  trade. 
By  felling  wholefale,  is  underftood 
one  or  more  bales  of  goods,  chefts,  , 
cades,  barrels,  alfo  feveral  dozens  of 
faiall  articles  of  merchandize  of 
the  fame  kind,  collected  in  the  lame 
place,  and  in  connderable  lots,  or 
other  forts  of  package.  It  is  fur¬ 
ther  agreed,  that  the  fubjeds  of 
Ruffia  may  carry,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  into  the  ports  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  Ireland,  where  they  Ihall  be 
eftablifheu  or  refide,  all  forts  of 
merchandize  or  effects  of  which 
the  trade  or  the  entry  is  not  prohi¬ 
bited,  which  is  underitood  equally 
of  the  manufactures  and  productions 
of  the  Afiatic  provinces,  provided 
that  it  be  not  actually  prohibited  by 
forae  law  now  in  force  in  Great 
Britain ;  that  they  Ihall  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  keep  them  in  their  houfes  or 
magazines,  to  fell  or  exchange  them 
wholefale,  freely;  become  citizens 
of  fuch  city  or  place  where  they 
Ihall  refide  or  trade ;  and  that  they 
may  buy  and  tranfport  out  of  the 
dominions  of  Great  Britain  all  forts 
of  merchandize  and  effects  which 
the  fubjeCts  of  any  other  nation 
may  there  buy  and  tranfport  elfe- 
where,  particularly  gold  and  filver, 
wrought  or  unwrought,  except  the 
coined  -  money  of  Great  Britain. 
It  is  agreed  that  Bri tills  fubjeds, 
trading  in  the  dominions  of  Ruffia, 
Ihall  have  the  liberty,  in  cafe  of 
death,  of  an  extraordinary  event, 
or  of  an  abfolute  neceffity,  when 
there  remain  no  other  means  of 
procuring  money,  or  iii  cafe  of 
bankruptcy,  of  difpofing  of  their 
effeCls,  either  in  Ruffian  or  foreign 
merchandize,  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  perfons  rate  relied  Ihall 


think  m off  advantageous.  The  fame 
thing  Ihall  be  obferved  with  regard 
to  Ruffian  fubje&s  jn  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain.  Ail  this  is  to- 
be  underftood  with  the  reftri&ion, 
that  every  permiflion  on  either  fide, 
fpeeliied  in  this  article,  Ihall  he  la 
nowife,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
country ;  and  that  the  Ruffian  fub¬ 
jeds,  as  well  as  the  Britilh  fubjeds*, 
and  their  clerks,  conform  them- 
felves,  on  both  tides,  punctually  to 
the  rights,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances 
of  the  country  in  which  they  Ihall 
trade,  in  order  to  obviate  all  forts 
of  frauds  and  pretexts.  It  is  for 
this  reafon  the  decifions  of  the  fa  id 
cafes  happening  to  the  Britifh  fac¬ 
tories  in  Ruffia  Ihall  depend,  at  St. 
Peterlburgh,  upon  the  college  of 
commerce  ;  and  in  the  other  cities, 
where  there  is  no  college  of  com¬ 
merce,  upon  the  tribunals  which 
have  cognizance  of  commercial  af¬ 
fairs. 

V.  And  in  order  to  preserve  a 
juft  equality  between  Ruffian  and 
Biitiffi  fubjeds,  both  the  one  and 
the  other  Ihall  pay  the  fame  duties 
of  exportation  and  of  importation, 
whether  it  be  in  Ruffia,  or  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  whether  it  be 
in  Ruffian  or  in  Britilh  veil  els;  and 
no  regulation  fliall  be  made  by  the 
high  con  trading  parties  in  favour 
of  their  own  fubjeds,  whhsh  the 
fubjeds  of  the  other  high  con  trad¬ 
ing  party  fliall  not  enjoy,  and  that 
underftood  bona  fide ,  under  whatever 
name  or  form  it  may  be,  in  fuch 
manner  as  that  the  fubjeds  of  one 
of  the  powers  Ihall  have  no  advan¬ 
tage  over  thole  of  the  other  in  the 
refpedive  dominions. 

VI.  Every  affiftance  and  poffible 
difpatch  Ihall  be  given  for  the  load¬ 
ing  and  unloading  of  veflels,  as  well 
as  for  the  entry  and  departure  of 

their 
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their  merchandize,  according  to  the 
regulations  made  for  that  purpofe ; 
and  they  (hail  not  in  any  manner 
be  detained,  upon  the  penalties 
announced  in  the  faid  regulations. 
In  like  manner,  if  the  fubjects  of 
Great  Britain  make  contracts  with 
any  chancery  or  college  whatfoever, 
for  delivering  certain  merchandize 
or  effects,  on  the  declaration  that 
thofe  merchandizes  are  ready  to  be 
delivered;  and  after  they  ffiall  have 
been  actually  delivered  within  the 
term  fixed  in  thofe  contracts,  they 
lha.ll  be  received,  and  the  accounts 
(hall  be  regulated  and  liquidated  in 
confequence  between  the  faid  col¬ 
lege  or  chancery  and  the  Britifh 
merchants,  within  the  time  which 
ffiall  have  been  fixed  in  the  faid 
contracts.  The  fame  rule  fhall 
be  obferved  in  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  towards  Ruffian  mer¬ 
chants. 

VII.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  fob- 
jeCts  of  Great  Britain  may,  in  all 
the  cities  and  places  of  Raffia  where 
it  is  allowed  to  any  other  nation  to 
trade,  pay  for  merchandize  bought, 
in  the  fame  current  money  of 
Ruffia  which  they  have  taken  for 
their  merchandize  fold,  unlefs  the 
contrary  fhou'ld  he  ftipulated  in 
their  contracts.  'I  he  fame  is  to  be 
imderftood  equally  refpeCting  Ruffian 
merchandize  in  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain. 

VI! I.  In  the  places  where  em¬ 
barkations  are  ufuallv  made,  it  fhall 
be  permitted  to  the  lubj eel s  of  the 
high  contracting  parties  to  load  their 
flops  or  carriages  wit'll,  and  to  tranf- 
port  by  water  and  by  land  all  forts 
of  merchandize  which  they  may 
have  bought  (with  the  exception  of 
thofe  of  which  the  exportation  is 
prohibited)  on  paying  the  cufiom- 
Loufe  duties,  provided  that  thofe 
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fhips  and  carriages  conform  them- 
felves  to  the  laws, 

IX.  The  fubjedds  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  ffiall  not  pay 
more  duties  upon  the  entry  or  de¬ 
parture  of  their  merchandize  than 
are  paid  by  the  fubjedds  of  other 
nations.  Nevertheless,  in  order  to 
prevent,  on  both  lides,  the  cuftom- 
houfe  from  being  defrauded,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  difcovery  of  merchan¬ 
dize  imported  claiideftineljq  and 
without  paying  the  cuftom-houfe 
duty,  they  fhall  be  confifcated  ;  and 
the  merchants  convicted  of  contra¬ 
banding  ffiall  be  fubjecded  to  the 
fine  eftablilhed  by  the  law  in  fuch 
cafes. 

X.  It  ffiall  be  permitted  to  the 
high  contracting  parties  to  go,  come, 
and  trade  freely  in  the  ftates  with 
which  the  one  or  the  other  of  thofe 
parties  ffiall  be,  in  prefent  or  in 
future,  at  war,  provided  that  they 
do  not  carry  ammunition  to  the 
enemy:  with  the  exception,  ne- 
verthelefs,  of  places  actually  block¬ 
aded  or  befieged,  whether  by  fea 
or  land ;  but  at  all  other  times, 
and  with  the  exception  of  warlike 
ammunition,  the  fubjeCts  aforefaid 
may  tranlport  into  thofe  places 
every  other  fort  of  merchandize, 
as  well  as  paflengers,  without  the 
fmalleft  hindrance.  With  refpect 
to  the  fearching  of  merchant  ffiips, 
ffiips  of  war  and  privateers  fhall 
conduCt  themfelves  as  favourably 
as  the  courfe  of  the  war  then  ex- 
ifting  may  poffibly  permit  it  towards 
the  molt  friendly  powers  which 
ffiall  remain  neuter,  obferving,  as 
much  as  poffible,  the  acknowledged 
principles  and  rules  of  the  law  of 
nations. 

XI.  All  cannons,  mortars,  fire¬ 
arms,  piftols,  bombs,  grenades, balls, 
bullets,  mulkets,  flints,  matches 

powder, 
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powder,  faltpetre,  fidphur,  cutlaflcs, 
pikes,  f words,  belts,  car  touch-boxes, 
laddies  and  bridles,  beyond  the 
quantity  which  may  be  neceffary 
for  the  ule  of  the  iliip,  or  beyond 
that  which  each  man  ferving  on 
board  the  veiTel,  or  paffenger,  Uiail 
have,  ill  all  be  efteemed  warlike 
provihons  or  ammunition  ;  and  if 
any  are  found,  they  (hail  be  con- 
hfcated,  according  to  the  laws,  as 
contraband  or  prohibited  effects ; 
but  neither  the  {hips,  paffengers, 
nor  the  other  merchandize  found 
at  the  fame  time,  lhall  be  detained, 
or  prevented  from  continuing  their 
voyage. 

XII.  If  (which  God  forbid)  peace 
Ihould  be  broken  between  the  two 
high  contracting,  parties,  neither 
perfons,  (hips,  nor  merchandize, 
lhall  be  detained  or  eonfifcaied ; 
but  the  term  of  a  year  at  leaft  (hall 
be  granted  for  the  purpofe  of  fell¬ 
ing,  difpofing  of,  or  carrying  away 
their  die  (its,  and  withdrawing  them- 
felves  wherever  they  lhall  pleafe, 
which  is  to  be  under  hood  equally 
refpedting  all  thole  who  lhall  be  in 
the  lea  and  land  fervice  ;  and  they 
lhall  be  permitted,  previous  to  or 
at  their  departure,  to  confign  the 
effects  of  which  they  lhall  not  have 
difpofed,  as  well  as  the  debts  to 
which  they  may  have  a  claim,  to 
fuch  perfon  as  they  lhall  judge  pro¬ 
per,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to 
their  will  and  profit ;  which  debts 
the  debtor  lhall  equally  be  obliged 
to  pay  as  if  the  rupture  had  not 
taken  place. 

XIII.  In  the  event  of  a  fhip- 
wreck  happening  in  a  place  belong¬ 
ing  to  one  or  other  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  not  only  every 
abidance  lhall  be  given  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  per.fons,  and  no  violence 
done  to  theih,  but  alio  the  effects 
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which  they  lhall  have  thrown  out 
of  the  /hip  into  the  fea  fliall  not  be 
concealed,  detained,  nor  damaged, 
under  any  pretext  whatever  :  on 
the  contra, rv,  the  above-mentioned 
effeds  and  merchandize  (hall  be 
preferved  and  reftored  to  them,, 
upon  .a  fuitable  recompenfe  being 
given  to  thofe  who  lhall  have  al- 
fifled  in  faving  their  perfons,  veffelss 
and  effects.' 

XIV.  It  fliall  be  permitted  to 
Britilh  merchants  to  build,  buy, 
fell,  and  hire  houfes  in  ail  dates 
and  cities  of  Ruffia,  excepting  only 
the  permiffion  of  building,  buying, 
felling,  and  hiring  houfes  in  thofe 
cities  of  the  empire  which  have 
particular  rights  of  citizenfhip,  and 
privileges  contrary  thereto :  and 
it  is  exprefsly  ffipnlated,  that  at 
St.Peteriburgh,  Mofcow,  Archangel, 
Riga,  and  Narva,  as  wed  'as  in  all 
ports  of  the  Black  Sea,  the  houfes  , 
which  Britifh  merchants  fliall  have 
purchafed  or  built,  fliall,  as  long  as 
they  fliall  continue  to  belong  to 
them,  and  refide  therein,  be  ex- 
e m j ) led  from  having  fiddlers  quar¬ 
tered  in  them  ;  but  fuch  houfes-  as 
they  fliall  let  or  hire  fliall  be  fub- 
jeCled  to  all  city  taxes,  (die.  tenant 
and  proprietor  agreeing  with  each 
other  on  that  fubject.  ;As  to  every 
other  city  in  Ruffia,  the  houfes 
which  they  fliall  purchafe  or  build, 
as  well  as  thofe  which  they  lhall 
hire  or  let,  iball  not  be  exempt 
from  having  fiddlers  quartered  in 
them.  It  is,  in  like  manner,  per¬ 
mitted  to  Ruffian  merchants  to 
build,  buy,  fell,  and  hire  houfes  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to 
difpofe  of  them  as  it  is  allowed  to 
the  f objects  of  the  mod  favoured 
nations.  They  lhall  have  the  free 
exercife  ol  the  Greek  religion  in 

O 

their  own  houfes,  or  in  the  places 
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allotted  for  that  purpofe.  In  like 
manner  Britifh  merchants  fhall  have 
the  free  exercife  of  the  proteflant 
religion.  The  fubje&s  of  both  the 
one  and  the  other  power,  eftablifh- 
ed  in  Ruffia  or  in  Great  Britain, 
fhall  have  the  difpofal  of  their  pro¬ 
perty, and  the  power  of  leaving  it  by 
will  to  whom  they  (hall  judge  proper, 
according  to  the  cutlom  and  the 
laws  of  their  own  country. 

XV.  Paffports  fhall  be  granted  to 
all  Britifh  fubje&s  who  fhall  defire 
to  quit  Ruffia,  after  having  pub- 
liffied  their  names  and  places  of 
abode  in  the  gazettes,  according 
to  the  cuflom  of  the  prefent  day, 
without  obliging  them  to  give  fe- 
curity ;  and  if  at  the  time  there 
does  not  appear  any  juft  caufe  for 
detaining  them,  they  fhall  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  depart,  after  providing 
themfelves,  however,  with  paffiports 
from  the  tribunals  eftablifhed  for 
that  purpofe.  The  fame  facility 
fhall  be  granted,  on  the  like  occa- 
fion,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  to  Ruffian  fubjedts  who 
fhall  defire  to  quit  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain. 

XVI.  Britifh  merchants,  who 
.hall  hire  or  keep  fervants,  fhall  be 

bliged  to  conform  themfelves  to 
the  laws  of* the  empire  upon  this 
fubjed ;  which  Ruffian  merchants 
fhall  be  equally  obliged  to  do  in 
Great  Britain. 

XVII.  In  all  law-fuits  and  other 
affairs,  Britifh  merchants  fhall  not 
be  under  any  other  jurifdidion 
than  that  of  the  college  of  com¬ 
merce,  or  that  which  fhall  be  here¬ 
after  eftablifhed  for  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice  between  merchants. 
If  it  ffiould  happen,  however,  that 
Britifh  merchants  were  to  have 
law-fuits  in  any  cities  at  a  diftance 
from  the  above-mentioned  college 


of  commerce,  both  they  and  the 
other  party  {hall  carry  their  com¬ 
plaint  before  the  magillrates  of  the 
faid  cities.  Ruffian  merchants  in 
Great  Britain  fhall  have  recipro¬ 
cally  the  fame  protection  and  juftice, 
according  to  the  laws  of  that  king¬ 
dom,  which  other  foreign  mer¬ 
chants  have  there,  and  fhall  be 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
fubje&s  of  the  moft  favoured  na¬ 
tion. 

XVIII.  Ruffian  merchants  refid- 
ing  in  Great  Britain,  and  Britifh 
merchants  reftding  in  Ruffia,  fhall 
not  be  obliged  to  fhew  their  books 
or  papers  to  any  perfon  whatso¬ 
ever,  unlefs  it  be  to  afford  evidence 
in  courts  of  juftice  ;  neither  fhall 
the  faid  books  or  papers  be  taken 
or  detained.  If  it  ffiould  happen, 
however,  that  a  ,  Britifh  merchant 
becomes  a  bankrupt,  the  affair 
fhall  be  under  the  jurifdi6tion,  at 
St.  Peterfburgh,  of  the  college  of 
commerce,  or  of  that  which  fhall 
hereafter  be  eftablifhed  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  adminiftering  juftice  in  com¬ 
mercial  affairs,  and,  in  the  other 
cities  at  a  diftance,  under  that  of 
the  magiftrate  of  the  city;  and  the 
bulinefs  fhall  be  carried  on  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  laws  which  are,  or  fhall 
hereafter  be  made  upon  that  fubjeft. 
If,  however,  Britifh  merchants  ob- 
ftinatety  refolved  not  to  become 
bankrupts,  fhould  refufe  to  pay 
their  debts  either  into  the  banks  of 
his  imperial  majefty  or  to  indivi¬ 
duals,  it  fhall  be  permitted  to  arreft 
a  part  °f  their  effects,  equivalent 
to  their  debts;  and  in  cafe  thole 
effe&s  ffiould  prove  inadequate  to 
that  purpofe,  they  may  arreft  their 
perfons,  and  detain  them  until  ,the 
majority  of  their  creditors,  both 
as  to  the  number  and  value  of 
their  refpe&ive  demands,  confent  to 
7  liberate 
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liberate  them :  with  refpeft  to  their 
effects  which  (hall  have  been  arreft- 
ed,  they  (hall  remain  in  the  cuftody 
of  thole  who  (hall  be  appointed 
and  duly  authorized  for  that  pur- 
pofe  by  the  majority  of  the  credi¬ 
tors  aforefaid ;  and  the  perfons  fo 
appointed  (hall  be  obliged  to  ap- 
praife  the  effects  as  foon  as  poffibie, 
and  to  make  a  juft  and  equitable 
diftribution  to  all  the  creditors,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  refpe&ive  claims. 
The  fame  courfe  (hall  be  purfued,  in 
fimilar  cafes,  with  regard  to  Ruffian 
merchants  in  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  and  they  (hall  be  protected 
therein  in  the  manner  regulated  in 
efie  preceding  article. 

XIX.  In  cafe  of  complaints  and 
of  law-fuits,  three  perfons  of  irre¬ 
proachable  character,  from  amongft 
the  foreign  merchants,  (hall  be,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  appointed  by  the  college  of 
commerce,  and  in  fuch  places 
where  there  is  none,  by  the  ma- 
giftrate,  to  examine  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  complainants ; 
and  the  report  which  they  (hall 
make  to  the  college  of  commerce, 
or  to  the  magiftrate,  oi  what  they 
fhall  have  found  in  the  faid  books 
and  papers,  (hall  be  confidered  as 
good  proof. 

XX.  The  cuftom-houfes  (hall 
take  care  to  examine  the  fervants 
or  the  clerks  of  Ruffian  merchants 
at  the  time  of  their  enregiftering 
their  purchafes,  if  they  are  furniffied 
for  that  purpofe  with  the  orders 
or  full  powers  of  their  mafters ; 
and  if  they  are  not,  they  (hall  not 
be  credited.  The  fame  meafures 
fhall  be  adopted  with  the  fervants 
of  Britifti  merchants ;  and  when 
the  faid  fervants,  they  having  orders 
or  full  powers  from  their  mafters, 


(hall  have  enregiftered  the  mer¬ 
chandize  on  account  of  their  maf¬ 
ters,  the  latter  (hall  be  refponfible  ... 
therefore,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
they  had  themfelves  enregiftered 
them.  With  refped  to  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fervants  employed  in  (hops, 
they  (hall,  in  like  manner,  be  enre¬ 
giftered  by  the  tribunals  eftabliffied 
for  that  purpofe,  in  the  cities  where 
thofe  (hops  (hall  be ;  and  their 
mafters  (hall  be  refponfible  for  them 
in  matters  of  trade,  and  in  the  pur¬ 
chafes  which  they  (hall  have  made 
in  their  name. 

XXL  In  the  cafe  of  Ruffian  mer¬ 
chants  who  are  in  debt  to  Britifh 
merchants  upon  bills  of  exchange, 
or  who  liave  made  contracts  for  the 
delivery  of  merchandize,  not  pay¬ 
ing  their  bills  of  exchange,  or  not 
delivering  their  merchandize  at  the 
place  or  at  the  time  agreed  upon 
and  mentioned  in  the  faid  bills  or 
contracts,  the  college  of  commerce, 
after  complaint  to  that  effect  (hall 
have  been  made,  and  proofs  givers 
(hall  fummon  them  three  times, 
granting  them  a  fufficient  time  to 
appear  in  perfon  ;  and  if  they  allow 
it  to  elapfe  without  appearing,  the 
faid  college  (hall  condemn  them, 
and  fend  an  exprefs,  at  the  expence 
of  the  plaintiff,  to  the  governors 
and  to  the  tribunals  of  government, 
enjoining  them  to  put  the  fentence 
into  execution,  and  thereby  compel 
the  debtors  to  fulfil  their  engage¬ 
ments.  And  if  the  demands  (hould 
be  found  frivolous  or  unjuft,  then 
the  Britifh  merchan  ts  (hall  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  pay  the  damage  which  they 
(hall  have  occafioned,  either  lots 
of  time,  or  by  the  expences  of  the 
voyage. 

XXII.  The  brack  (hall  be  eftab¬ 
liffied  with  juftice,  and  the  brackers 
*  1)  d  a  ffiall 
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fh all  be  anfwerable  for  the  quality 
of  the  merchandize  and  for  fraudu¬ 
lent  packages,  and  obliged,  upon 
fufficient  proofs  againft  them,  to 
pay  for  the  Ioffes  which  they  have 
cccafioned. 

XXill.  A  regulation  lhall  be 
made,  in  order  to  prevent  the  abufes 
which  may  be  practifed  in  the 
packing  of  leather,  hemp,  and 
lint ;  and  if  any  difputes  fliould 
happen  between  the  purchafer  and 
feller  refpePting  the  weight  or  the 
tare  of  any  merchandize,  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe  lhall  decide  it  according 
to  equity. 

XXIV.  In  every  thing  which  re¬ 
lates  to  taxes  and  duties  upon  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  mer¬ 
chandize  in  general,  the  fubjects  of 
the  two  high  contrafling  parties  lhall 
always  be  confidered  and  treated  as 
the  moll  favoured  nation. 

XXV.  The  fubjefrs  of  the  two 
contra&ing  powers  hall  be  at  li¬ 
berty,  in  their  refpective  dominions, 
to  affemble  together  with  their  con- 
ful,  in  a  body,  as  a  factory,  and 
make  among!!  themfelves,  for  the 
common  intereft  of  the  factory, 
fuch  arrangements  as  they  lhall 
judge  proper,  provided  they  are  in 
110  refpeft  contrary  to  the  laws, 
ffatutes,  and  regulations  of  the 
country  or  place,  where  they  lhall 
be  eftablilhed. 

XXVI.  Peace,  friendlhip,  and 
good  intelligence  lhall  continue  for 
ever  between  the  high  contra&mg 
parties ;  and,  as  it  is  cullomary  to 
fix  a  certain  period  to  treaties  of 
commerce,  the  above-mentioned 
high  contrafling  parties  have  agreed 
that  the  prefent  final!  laft  eight 
years,  reckoning  from  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  convention  concluded 
between  them  on  the  ‘25th  of 


March,  1795;  and  this  treaty  lhall 
have  effect  immediately  after  its  ra¬ 
tification  :  'this  term  being  elapfed, 
they-may  agree  together  to  renew  or 
prolong  it. 

XXVII.  The  prefent  treaty  of 
navigation  and  commerce  lhall  be 
approved  and  ratified  by  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  and  his  Imperial 
majefty  of  all  the  Ptuffias  ;  and  the 
ratification,  in  good  and  due  form, 
lhall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of 
three  months,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be 
done,  reckoning  from  the  day  of 
the  lignature. 

In  faith  of  which,  the  refpec¬ 
tive  plenipotentiaries  have 
caufed  two  copies  of  it  to 
be  made,  perfectly  conform¬ 
able  to  each  other,  figned 
with  their  hands,  and  have 
thereunto  affixed  the  feal  of 
their  arms. 

Done  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  the 
io-2 ill  of  February,  1797. 

(L.  s.)  Alexander,  Count  of 
Belborodko. 

(l.  s.)  Prince  Alexander,  of 
Kourakin. 

(l.  s.)  Peter,  of  Soimonow. 

(l.  s.)  Charles  Whitworth. 

DECLARATION. 

We,  the  underfigiied,  being  fur- 
nilhed  with  the  full  powers  of  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
on  one  fide,  and  his  majefty  the 
emperor  of  all  the  Rulfias  on  the 
other,  having,  in  virtue  of  thofe 
full  powers,  concluded  and  figned, 
at  St,  Peterfburgh,  on  February 
10-21,  1797,  a  treaty  of  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce,  of  which  the 
9th  article  Hates,  The  fubje&s  of 
the  high  ccatra&ing  parties  lhall 

not 
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not  pay  higher  duties  on  the  im¬ 
portation  and  exportation  of  their 
merchandize,  than  are  paid  by  the 
fubjeCts  of  another  nation,  &c.  de¬ 
clare  by  thefe  prefents,  in  virtue  of 
thofe  fame  full  powers,  that  by  the 
words  other  nations,  European  na¬ 
tions  alone  are  to  be  underlined. 

The  prefent  declaration  lhall  be 
confidered  as  making  part  of  the 
above-mentioned  treaty  of  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce,  figned  February 
io-‘2 1,  of  the  prefent  year,  and  this 
day  ratified. 

In  faith  of  which,  we,  the 
refpedtive  plenipotentiaries, 
have  caufed  two  copies  of 
it,  perfectly  conformable  to 
each  other,  to  be  made,  have 
figned  them  with  our  own 
hands,  and  have  thereunto 
affixed  the  feal  of  our  arms. 


Done  at  Mofcow,  the  30th  of 
April  (1  ith  of  May)  1797. 

(l.  s.)  Alexander,  Count  of 
Belborodko. 

(l.  s.)  Prince  Alexander,  of 
Kourakin. 

(l.  s.)  Charles  Whitworth. 


Papers  relative  to  the  Attempt  of  the 
a  French  Directory  to  obtain  the 
Expulfion  of  the  Englifh  Ambaf- 

fador from,  Switzerland. 

0J  V  •'  V*  • ""  ;  l  •  j  1  v  i  ft  I,  \ 

Note  of  the  Dire&ory. 

te!  •  -  •  •  '■ 1  $  Ft  .1 

Paris ,  <igth  FrucHdor. 
THE  executive  directory,  con- 
evinced  that  the  million  of  Mr. 

Wickham  to  the  Helvetic  cantons 
<  has  110  -reference  whatever  to  the 
refpedtive  interetls  of  England  and 
Switzerland  ;  and  that  his  foie  ob- 
1  jedt  is  to  excite  and  encourage  plots 
•  again!!  the  internal  and  external 
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fecurity  of  the  French  republic, 
charge  citizen  Mengaud  to  invite 
and  require  the  government  of  the 
canton  of  Berne,  and  alfo  the  other 
Helvetic  cantons,  if  ne.ceffary,  to 
give  diredtions  for  Mr.  Wickham’s 
immediate  departure  from  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  Switzerland. 

(Signed)  Revelliep.e  Lepaux, 

prefident. 

Lagarde,  fee.  gen. 


Reply  of  the  Canton  of  Berne. 

The  republic  of  Berne,  always 
holding  in  the  high  e  ft  eftimatidn 
the  good  intentions  of  the  French 
republic,  has  taken  into  mature 
consideration  the  note  tranfmitted 
to  them  by  citizen  Mengaud,  in  the 
name,  of  the  executive  directory  of 
the  French  republic. 

They  have  to  remark,  that,  for 
nearly  a  century  pad,  Britifh  agents 
have  uniformly  redded  in  Switzer¬ 
land  ;  and  that  Mr.Wiekham,  whofe 
departure  from  Switzerland  is  re¬ 
quired  by  the  executive  'directory, 
being  accredited  to  all  the  ftates  of 
the  Helvetic  confederacy  as  mini- 
tier  plenipotentiary,  the  republic  of 
.  Berne  cannot  decide  feparately  on 
a  fubjedl  which  fo  efientiaily  in¬ 
volves  the  rights  of  others,  and  the 
neutrality  of  the  Helvetic  body,  as 
declared  and  recognized  by  all  the 
powers  now  at  war. 

The  government  of  Berne,  always 
employed  in  maintaining  harmony 
and  good  underftanding  with  France 
and  the  other  belligerent  powers, 
fubmi ts  the  above  confiderations  to 
the  wifdorn  and  good  feiife  of  the 
executive  directory,  affuring  the  dD 
reHory,  at  the  fame,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Berne,  in  concert  with 
the  co-ellates,  will  lofe  no  time  in 
coming  to  a  refolution  fuitable  to 
*  D  d  3  the 
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the  magnitude  of  the  fubjed,  Ihould 
the  executive  diredory  deem  it 
expedient  to  addrefs  itfelf  to  this 
effed  to  the  laudabie  Helvetic  body. 

(Signed)  Morlqt,  chancellor. 
Berne ,  Qci.  ntk9  1797. 


Note  of  Mr.  Wickham.,  delivered  to 
the  Helvetic  Body*  on  his  Recall, 

Frankfort,  Nov .  22, 1797. 

Magnificent  and  powerful  Lords, 
Although  your  lordfhips  have  not 
communicated  to  me  the  demand 
which  the  executive  diredory  of 
France  lately  made  to  you  concern¬ 
ing  my  million,  I  could  not,  how¬ 
ever,  be  ignorant  cf  what  was  no¬ 
torious  to  all  Switzerland,  and  I  in 
confequence  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
communicate  it  to  my  court,  not 
omitting,  at  the  fame  time,  to  point 
out  the  intuiting  maimer  in  which 
it  was  tranfmitied  to  your  lordfhips. 
In  the  whole  of  this  tranfadion, 
which  attacks  alike  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions  and  your  ancient  dignity  and 
independence,  the  king  has  not 
failed  to  obferve  the  perfidious  in¬ 
tention  of  diffolving  the  ties  of 
friendship  which  have  at  all  times 
attached  his  majefiy  to  your  ftates, 
and  the  premeditated  plan  of  under¬ 
mining  the  very  foundations  of  your 
confederacy.  Perfuaded  of  this 
truth,  his  majefiy  (who,  in  fending 
Ills  minifier  into  Switzerland,  wilhed 
to  give  a  proof  of  his  good-wili  and 
friendthip  towards  you)  will  not  al¬ 
low  his  refidence  there  to  ferve  as  a 
pretext  to  the  hofiile  projeds  of  a 
neighbour,  whofe  ambition  refpeds 
neither  jufiice  nor  the  laws  of  fo- 
vereiguty,  and  who  is  aduated  with 
no  other  defire  than  to  introduce 
into  your  happy  countries  that  de- 


firudive  fyftem,  from  which,  by 
the  help  of  divine  Providence,  you 
have  been  hitherto  enabled  to  pra¬ 
ted  them.  The  king  has  in  con- 
fequence  fignified  his  commands, 
that  his  whole  million  Ihould  with¬ 
draw  from  your  territories  without 
lofs  of  time. — In  communicating 
this  refolution  to  your  lordfhips, 
I  have  the  king’s  exprefs  commands 
to  affure  you,  that  it  is  dictated  by 
no  other  motive  than  his  anxious 
folicitude  for  the  prefervation  of 
your  tranquillity;  and  that  your 
lordfhips  may  fully  rely  on  a  com 
tinuance  ef  that  good-will  and 
friendlhip  which  have,  ever  formed 
the  bafis  of  his  majefiy  s  conduct 
in  all  his  tranfadions  with  your 
hates. — I  eagerly  embrace  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  exprels  to  you,  indivi¬ 
dually,  my  ackaowledgments  for 
the  manner  in  which  your  lordlhips 
have  been  pleafed  to  receive  me 
during  my  million,  and  my  regret 
at  being  no  longer  the  organ  of  the- 
benevolent  fentiments  of  my  fove- 
reign  towards  y^u.— -In  offering  up 
my  finccreft  prayers  for  the  profpe- 
rity  and  tranquillity  of  your  hates, 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
higbeft  confideration, 

Magnificent  and  powerful  lords, 

(Signed)  W.  Wickham# 


Anfwer  of  the  Helvetic  Body  to 
the  Note  which  Mr.  Wickham, 
the  Englifh  Minifier,  prefented  at 
his  Departure. 

Berne }  December  6,  1797* 
Sir, 

Your  obliging  letter  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  has  communicated  to  us 
his  Britannic  majefty’s  refolution  to 
recall  the  whole  of  his  million 
to  the  Helvetic  body.  We  are 

informed, 
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informed,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the 
particular  motives  which  have  in¬ 
duced  his  majefty  to  take  this  ftep. 
While  we  lament  that  the  circum- 
ftances  are  fuch  as  not  to  allow 
his  majefty  to  continue  his  million 
amongft  us,  and  much  as  we  feel  the 
lofs  of  a  minifter  from  whom  we 
have  received  fo  many  convincing 
proofs  of  the  intereft  he  has  taken 
in  the  welfare  of  our  federal  re¬ 
public  during  his  refidence  in  this 
country,  it  affords  us  the  greateft 
fatisfadion  to  find  from  vour  letter, 
that  his  maj efty’s  generous  folicitude 
for  the  tranquillity  and  welfare  of 
the  Helvetic  body  at  large,  and  of 
©ur  ftate  in  particular,  has  been  the 
foie  motive  that  has  actuated  his 
majefty  in  forming  this  determina¬ 
tion.  We  are  gratefully  fenfible  of 
the  afiurances  which  you  have  given 
us,  in  his  majefty’s  name,  of  his 
friendly  fentiments  and  good-will 
towards  us  ;  and  we  avail  ourfelves 
of  this  opportunity  to  recommend 
our  republic  to  the  further  continu¬ 
ance  of  his  majefty’s  fa- vour.  We  beg 
you,  fir,  to  be  allured,  that  we  lhall 
profit  of  every  opportunity,  with 
pleafure,to  convince  you  of  the  warm 
efteem  to  which  your  condud,  during 
your  refidence  in  this  town,  has 
given  you  the  fir  on  gelt  claims,  and 
with  which  we  have  the  pleafure  to 
remain,  lir,  your  molt  devoted 
Advoyer  and  council  of  the  town 
and  republic  of  Berne. 


Irish  Papers.— MeJJage  delivered, 
on  the  i  Qth  of  January ,  from  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Camden. 

I  HAVE  it  in  command  from 
his  majefty  to  acquaint  the  houfe 
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of  commons,  that  his  majefty  feels 
the  deepeft  regret  that  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  preferve  peace  with  Spain, 
and  to  adjuft  all  matters  in  difcuf- 
lion  with  that  court  by  an  amicable 
negotiation,  have  been  rendered  in- 
effeduai  by  an  abrupt  and  unpro¬ 
voked  declaration  of  war  on  the  part 
of  the  catholic  king.  His  majefty, 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  lincerely 
laments  this  addition  to  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  war,  already  extending  over 
fo  great  a  part  of  Europe,  has  the 
fatisfadion  to  relied,  that  nothing 
has  been  omitted  on  his  part  which 
could  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  peace,  on  grounds  confident  with 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
ioterefts  of  his  dominions  :  and  he 
trufts  that,  under  the  protedion  of 
divine  Providence,  the  firmnefs  and 
wifdora  of  his  parliament  will  en¬ 
able  him  effedually  to  repel  this 
unprovoked  aggreffion,  and  to  afford 
to  all  Europe  an  additional  proof  of 
the  fpirit  and  refources  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty 's  kingdoms. 

I  am  alfo  commanded  by  his 
majefty  to  acquaint  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  his  majefty  feels  the 
utmoft  concern,  that  his  earneft 
endeavours  to  efted  the  reftoration 
of  peace  have  been  unhappily  frus¬ 
trated,  and  that  the  negotiation  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  has  been 
abruptly  broken  off’,  by  the  peremp¬ 
tory  refufal  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  treat,  except  upon  a  bafts 
evidently  inadmiffible  ;  and  by  their 
having,  in  confequence,  required  his 
majefty’s  plenipotentiary  to  quit 
Paris  within  forty -eight  hours. 

I  have  direded  the  Several  me¬ 
morials  and  papers  which  have  been 
exchanged  in  the  courfe  of  the  late 
difcuffion,  and  the  account  tranS- 
mitted  to  bis  majefty  of  its  final  re- 
fult,  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe. 
*  D  d  4  From 
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Trom  thefe  papers  bis  majefty  tr rifts 
it  will  be  proved  to  the  whole 
world,  that  his  conduct  has  been 
gtiided  by  a  ftncere  defire  to  effeCt 
the  reiteration  of  peace  upon  prin¬ 
ciples  Tinted  to  the  relative  fi-tuation 
of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  eflen- 
tial  for  the  permanent  mterefts  of 
bis  kingdoms,  and  the  general  fecu- 
rity  of  Europe;  vvhiift  his  enemies 
have  advanced  p  re  tendons,  at  once 
inconfiftent  with  thole  objects,  irn- 
fupportable  even  on  the  grounds 
on  which  tifoy  were  profefied  to 
reft, '  .add  repugnant  both  to  the 
fyilern  eftablifhed-  by  repeated  trea¬ 
ties,  and  to  the  principles  and  prac¬ 
tice  which  have  hitherto  regulated 
the  iiitereoiirfe  of  independent  na¬ 
tions. 

In  this  fituation,  Isis  majefty  has 
life  confolatioil  of  reffrCting,  that 
the  continuance  of  the  calamities  of 
war  can  be  imputed  only  to  the 
unjuft  and  exorbitant  views  of  his 
N  enemies;  and  his  majefty,  looking 
forward  with  anxiety  to  the  ma- 
iitedt  wdieri  they  may  be  difpofed 
to  aCt  on  different  principles,  places, 
;ih  the  mead,  time,  the  lulled;  reli¬ 
ance,  under  the  protection  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  on  the  wild© in  and  ffrm- 
nefs  of  parliament,  on  the  tried 
^valour  bf  his  forces  by  fed  and  land, 
£::and  the  zeal,  public  fpirit,  and  te- 
"fources  of  his;  kingdoms,  for  vigo- 
" Tons  Imd  effectual  fupport  in  the 
■"  prolecntioti  of1  a  conteft,  Which  it 
\loes  not  depend  upon ;  his  majefty 
to  terminate,'  and  which  involves 
it  the’.1  fekrrit’y  arid  permanent 
Intereffs  'of  this  1  country,' -  and-  of 

""'Europe.  "  i  ' 

I  fincerely  congratulate  the  houfe 
of  commons  upon  the  failure  of 
'tire  'recent  formidable  attempt  of 
'the  French  to  invade  his  majefty 's 
liingdommEir-eltmd.  The  providen¬ 


tial  difperfion  of  their  fquadrons  un- 
til  his  majefty ’s  fleets  were  enabled 
to  appear  upon  the  coaft,  cannot 
fail  to  imprefs  fenfations  of  awful 
find  ferrous  gratitude  for  fo  fignal 
an  inftance  of  divine  interpofition  : 
At  the  fame  time  the  commons  will 
cherub  the  iatisfactory  reflection, 
that  the  d el u five  hopes  of  iuccefs 
in  creating;  divifion  and  infurreCtion 
in  the  country,  by  which  the  ene¬ 
my  Were  infpued,  have  been  totally 
dri-appointed ;  and  that  the  late 
alarm  has  afforded  his  majefty  *$ 
fubjeCts  an  opportunity  of  t e ft i ly¬ 
ing,  at  the  hazard  of  their  fortunes 
and  their  lives,  their  invincible  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  mild  government 
@f  their  beloved  fovereign,  and  the 
bleftings  of  their  happy  confuta¬ 
tion.  I  have  beheld  with  pleafure 
the  zeal  and  alacrity  of  his  majef- 
ty's  regular  and  militia  forces,  and 
the  prompt  and  honourable  exer¬ 
tions  of  tile  yeomanry  corps,  whofe 
decided  utility  has  been  fo  abund¬ 
antly  difplayed  ;  while  the  diftin- 
guifiied  fer vices  of  the  moft  re- 
-fpeCtable  characters  in  forwarding 
the  meafures  of  government,  the 
benevolent  attention  ftiown  to  the 
army  by  all  ranks  and  deferiptions 
of  perfons,  and  the  fpirited  mea- 
ftires  which  were  taken  to  fupport 
public  credit,  have  made  an  inde¬ 
lible*  imprefiion  upon  my  mind.  It 
Avas  from  this  general  fpirit  of  ani¬ 
mated  and  gallant  loyalty,  that  J 
was  infpired  with  a  juft  hope  that, 
had  the  enemy  fucceeded  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  land,  their  career,  would 
have  been  terminated  in  total,  dif- 
comfiture.  1  have  not  failed  f©  re- 
prefent  to  hfs  majefty  this  lnepito- 
rious  conduCt  of  bis  faithful  fu Ejects 
of  Ireland;  and  am  Cxprefsly  com¬ 
manded  to  convey  to;  them  Ills  Vor- 
dial'TtCkiioW-l&ctemeny  ftnd  Ehanksv 

His 
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*•  His  majefty’s  concern  for  the 
fafety  and  happinefs  of  bis  people 
has  been  anxious  and  unceafing;  he 
was  prepared  to  fend  every  requifite 
military  affiftance  from  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  And  his  majefty  is  not  with¬ 
out  hopes  that  the  formidable  fleet 
affembled  under  the  command  of 
lord  Bridport,  for  the  protection  ol 
this  kingdom  (the  arrival  of  which 
was  onh  obftructed  by  thofe  adverfe 
florms  which  have  proved  fo  de- 
ftnifitive  to  the  p relent  expedition 
of  the  enemy)  may  ftill  fall  in  with 
the  hoftiie  fquadron,  and  effect  their 
-total  defeat. 

At  the  fame  time,  however,  his 
majefty  trulls  that  the  ho.iife  of 
commons  will  advert  to  the  fitua- 
tion  and  refoivrces  of  the  kingdom, 
for  eftablilhing  future  fecurity,  by 
means  proportionable  to  the  daring 
efforts  which  may  be  expected  from 
a  defperate  enemy  ;  who,  having 
rejected  every  reafonable  propoial 
-for  the  reftoration  of  peace',  is  en- 
-deavouring  to  excite  diiaffeetioii 
among  his  majefty’s  lubjecis,  and 
to  propagate  the  principles  of  anar¬ 
chy  by  the  fpirit  of  plunder. 


.  jNIeffage  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  the  Iloufe  of  Commons,  on 
the  1 8th  of  March,  1797. 

ft  <■-  Ca.mdkx.  y- : 

The  dangerous  and -  daring  out¬ 
rages  committed  in  many  parts  of 
the  province  of  Ulfter,  evidently 
perpetrated  with  a  view  to  fuperfede 
the  law,  and  prevent  the  admini- 
ft ration  of  jnftiCe,  by  an  organized 
fyftem  of  murder  and  robbery,  have 
lately  increafed  to  fo  alarming  a 
degree  in  fome  parts  of  that  pro¬ 
vince,  aft  to  hid  defiance  to  the 
exertions  of  the  civil  power,  and  to 
:  endanger  the  lives  and  properties  -af 
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his  majefty’s  fubjeftts  in  that  part 
of  the  kingdom. 

Thefe  outrages  are  encouraged 
and  fupported  by  treafonable  alio- 
ciations  to  overturn  our  happy  con- 
ftitulion.  Threats  have  been  held 
out  againft  the  lives  of  all  perfons 
who  fliall  venture  to  difcover  fuch 
their  treafonable  intentions.  The 
frequent  treafonable  affemblage  of 
perfons,  'and  their  proceeding  by- 
threats  and  force  to  difarm  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  ;  their  endea¬ 
vours-  to  collect  great,  quantities  of 
arms  in  obfcure  hiding-places  ;  their 
affembling  by  night  to  exercife  in 
the  practice  of  arms;  their  intimi¬ 
dations,  accompanied'  by  the  moft; 
horrid  murders,  to  prevent  his  mar 
j  e  fty ’s  fai  th  ful  f u  bj  eels  fro  m  j  o.i  n  i  ug 
the  yeomanry  corps  eftablilhed  by¬ 
law  ;  their  having  fired  on  fome  of 
his  majefty’s  juitices  of  the  peace, 
and  threatened  with  murder  ’  any 
who  fliould  have  the  fpirit  to  ftand 
forth  in  fupport  of  the  laws,  which 
threats  have  been  recently  exem¬ 
plified ;  their  attacks  on  the  .mili¬ 
tary,  by  firing  on  them  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  their  duty— -have  iff  totally 
bid  defiance  to  tlie  .  ordinary  . exer¬ 
tions  of  the  civil  power,  that  1  found 
myfelf  obliged,  by  every;  tie  of  duty 
to  his  majefty,  and  of  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  his  faithful  fuhjefts,  to 
:  provide  for  the  public  fafety, by  tire 
molt  effectual  and  immediate  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  military  force  entruft> 
ed  to  me.  A '  md»  r 

I  have  accordingly  ordered:  the 
general  commanding  in  that  pro¬ 
vince,  to  difpofe  of  and  employ  thofe 
-troops'  under  his  command1,  with  the 
aftiftance  and  co-operation  of  the 
yeomanry,  to  fupprefS  thefe  out¬ 
rages  ;  and,  by  feizing  upon  all 
arms !  and  ammunition,  to  recover 
vfuch  as  had- .been,  traitoroufly  takeii 

from. 
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from  his  majefty’s  troops  and  others, 
and  more  effectually  to  defeat  the 
evil  defigns  of  thofe  who  had  en¬ 
dangered  the  public  fafety* 

I  have  the  fatisfaClion  of  inform¬ 
ing  you,  that  by  the  firm  and  tem¬ 
perate  conduct  of  the  general,  and 
the  troops  under  him,  and  the  zea¬ 
lous  co-operation  of  the  yeomanry 
corps,  a  very  confiderable  number 
of  arms  has  been  taken;  and  I  am 
encouraged  to  hope  that  a  conti¬ 
nuation  of  the  fame  vigorous  mea- 
fures,  will  give  confidence  to  the 
well-difpofed,  and  reftore  to  the 
civil  power  its  conflitutional  autho¬ 
rity,  which  if  has  ever  been  my 
•wifh,  and  fhall  be  my  ftrenucus  en¬ 
deavour,  to  fupport  with  energy 
and  effeCt. 


Meflage  delivered  on  the  nth  of 
April,  1797,  from  the  fame. 

Camden. 

Gentlemen, 

In  purfuance  of  the  refolution 
entered  into  by  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  on  the  ill  of  March,  1797, 
for  raifing  towards  the  fupply  grant¬ 
ed  to  his  majelty  the  fura  of 
3,395,697  b  upon  the  terms  therein 
mentioned,  I  have  given  fuch  di¬ 
rections  as  appeared  to  me  moll 
proper  to  carry  the  fame  into  exe¬ 
cution  ;  and  I  am  forry  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  found,  after  the  moll 
diligent  endeavours  exerted  for  the 
purpofe,  that  the  fum  intended  to 
be  raifed  by  the  faid  refolution,  can¬ 
not  be  obtained  according  to  the 
terms  thereof.  I  therefore  thought 
it  incumbent  on  me  that  this  houfe 
fhould  be  made  acquainted  there¬ 
with,  not  doubting  that  the  com¬ 
mons  of  Ireland,  attentive  to  the 
honour  of  his  majelty’s  government, 
and  to  tho  fafety  of  the  kingdom, 
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will  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  be 
moll  prudent,  to  carry  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  that  falutary  refolution  into 
elfeCt.  C. 


Meflage  delivered  on  the  29th  of 
April,  1797,  from  the  fame. 

Camden. 

Upon  information  of  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  certain  perfons,  ftyling  them- 
feives  United  Irilhmen,  for  the 
purpofe  of  concerting  plans  for  the 
fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  and 
of  the  eltablilhed  government  of 
this  kingdom,  two  committees  in 
the  town  of  Belf&lt  have  been  ar- 
refted,  and  their  papers  ieized:  they 
contain  matter  of  fo  much  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  public  welfare,  that  I 
have  direried  them  to  be  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  commons ;  and  I 
recommend  it  to  them  to  take  the 
fame  into  their  ferious  confideration. 
1  fhall,  in  the  mean  time,  purfue 
thofe  meafures  which  have  received 

t 

your  fanClion  and  approbation,  with 
unremitting  vigour,  and  employ  the 
force  entrulted  to  me  in  the  moll 
efficient  manner,  for  the  protection 
of  his  majelty’s  faithful  fubjeCts, 
againft  all  treafonable  defigns,  and 
for  bringing  to  condign  punilhment 
thofe  who  are  endeavouring  to 
overturn  the  conftitution,  and  be¬ 
tray  this  country  into  the  hands  of 
her  enemies. 


Proclamation  by  General  Lake. 

Belfalt,  March  13,  1797. 

Whereas  the  daring  and  horrid 
outrages  in  many  parts  of  this 
province,  evidently  perpetrated  with 
a  view  to  fuperfede  the  laws  and 
the  adminillration  of  jultice,  by  an 
organized  fyftem  of  murder  and 
robbery,  have  increafed  to  fuch  an 

alarming 
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alarming  degree  as,  from  their  atro¬ 
city  and  extent,  to  bid  defiance  to 
the  civil  pow6r,  and  to  endanger 
the  lives  and  properties  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  faithful  fubjeds:  And  where¬ 
as,  the  better  to  effed  their  traitor¬ 
ous  purpofes,  feveral  perfons  hare 
been  enrolled  under  the  authority 
of  his  majefty’s  commifiions,  and 
others  have  been  forcibly  and  trai- 
toroufiy  deprived  of  their  arms  ;  it 
is  therefore  become  indifpenfably 
neceffary,  for  the  fafety  and  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  well-difpofed,  to  mter- 
pofe  the  king's  troops  under  my 
command:  and  I  do  hereby  give 
notice,  that  I  have  received  autho¬ 
rity  and  directions  to  ad  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  public  fafety  may 
require,  I  do  therefore  hereby  en¬ 
join  and  require  all  perfons  in  this 
diftrid  (peace-officers  and  thofe 
ferving  in  a  military  capacity  ex¬ 
cepted)  forthwith  to  bring  in  and 
furrender  up  all  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  which  they  may  have  in  their 
pofleffion,  to  the  officer  commanding 
the  king’s  troops  in  their  neighbour¬ 
hood.  I  trufi  that  an  immediate 
compliance  with  this  order  may 
render  any  ad  of  mine  to  enforce 
it  unneceflary.  Let  the  people  fe- 
rioufly  refled,  before  it  is  too  late, 
on  the  ruin  into  which  they  are 
rufhing ;  — -  let  them  refled  upon 
their  prefent  profperity,  and  the 
miferies  in  which  they  will  inevita¬ 
bly  be  involved,  by  perfifling  in  ads 
of  pofitive  rebellion.  Let  them 
inftantly,  by  furrendering  up  their 
arms,  and  by  refloring  thofe  trai- 
toroufly  taken  from  the  king’s  forces, 
refeue  themfelves  from  the  feverity 
of  military  authority.  Let  all  the 
loyal  and  well-intentioned  ad  toge¬ 
ther  with  energy  and  fpirit,  in 
enforcing  fubordinatioa  to  the  laws, 
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and  reftoring  tranquillity  in  their 
refpedive  neighbourhoods,  and  they 
may  be  allured  of  protedion  and 
fupport  from  me.  And  I  do  hereby 
invite  all  perfons  who  are  enabled 
to  give  information  touching  arms 
or  ammunition  which  may  be  con¬ 
cealed,  immediately  to  communicate 
the  fame  to  the  feveral  officers 
commanding  his  majefly’s  forces  in 
their  refpedive  difirids;  and,  for 
their  encouragement  and  reward,  I 
do  hereby  promiie  and  engage,  that 
Arid  and  inviolate  fecrecy  (hall  be 
obferved  with  rel’ped  to  all  perfons 
who  fiiali  make  fuch  communica¬ 
tions;  and  that  every  perfon  who 
(hall  make  it,  fiiali  receive  as  a 
reward  the  full  value  of  all  fuch 
arms  and  ammunition  as  fiiali  be 
feized  in  confequenee  thereof. 

Signed  by  G.  Lake, 

lieutenant  general, 
commanding  the  northern 
diltrid. 


Proclamation  of  Lord  Cavan* 

Whereas  I  have  thought  it  expe¬ 
dient,  during  the  prefent  difturbed 
Hate  of  the  country  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  this  town,  to  give 
orders,  that  the  gates  of  this  garri- 
fon  fiiali  be  locked  every  night,,  from 
the  hour  of  eleven  till  day-light  of 
the  following  morning,  during  which 
time  no  perfon  or  perfons  will  be 
permitted  to  have  either  ingrefs  or 
egrefs  but  on  fpecial  affairs,  or  on 
the  public  fervice  :  This  regulation 
to  commence  on  Thurfday  evening, 
the  23d  inftant;  and  in  order  that 
no  perfon  may  plead  ignorance  of 
the  confequences  of  attempting  to 
fcale  the  walls,  1  have  given  parti¬ 
cular  orders,  tfcat  the  fentries  ffiould 

immediately 
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immediately  fire  at  any  perfon  fo 
attempting. 

(Signed)  Cavan, 

brigadier-general, 
commanding  at  Londonderry. 


Proteft  of  Lord  Bellamont,  on  the 
fubjed  of  General  Lake’s  Pro¬ 
clamation. 

Bifientient, 

Becaufe  I  confider  it  to  be  the 
pointed  duty  of  the  peers,  as  here¬ 
ditary  counfellors  of  the  king,  and 
of  his  majefty’s  rep  refen  tative  in 
this  kingdom,  but  moil  efpecially 
the  duty  of  fuch  as  are  members 
of  his  majefty’s  privy  council,  to 
take  good  care  that  the  juft  influence 
and  high  authority  of  his  excellency 
the  lord  lieutenant’s  name  be  not 
brought  forward  to  the  public  in 
order  to  cover  error  in  any  man, 
r whatever  may  be  his  rank,  charac¬ 
ter,  or  department  in  the  itate. 
The  nature,  magnitude,  and  impref- 
fion  of  the  prefent  fubjed  upon  the 
public  mind,  moft  eminently  de¬ 
mands  the  facred  performance  of 
,  this  duty — infomitch  that  1  fliould 
confider  rnyfelf  unworthy  of  the 
high  offices  of  trull  and  honour 
which  the  goodnels  of  the  belt  of 
kings  has  from  time  to  time  moft 
gracioufly  conferred  upon  me,  if  I 
were  not  at  all  times,  regardlefs  of 
the  consequences  as  to  myfelf,  ready 
to  Hand  forth  between  his  excel¬ 
lency  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  mif- 
:  reprefentation  or  mifconception. 
B  ifb  regard  to  the  legality  or  ille¬ 
gality  of  the  proclamation  alluded 
to  in  the  above  amendment  pro¬ 
posed-  by  me,  if  any  man  at  this 
day  entertains  a  doubt  upon  the 
fubjed,  I  refer  any  fuch  perfon  or 
.peribns  to  the . .opinions  of  fame,  of 
y  I  .1 .  ■  l  *  a  ~  •-  *  -  -  --  «i 


the  moft  authentic  and  refponfible 
lawyers  in  this  kingdom,  delivered 
in  the  moft  deliberate,  folemn,  and 
public  manner. 

(Signed)  Bellamont. 


By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council 
of  Ireland. — A  Proclamation. 

Camiten.  5 

Whereas  there  exifts  within  -.this 
kingdom,  a  feditious  and  traitorous 
confpiracy,  by  a  number  of  perfons 
ftyling  themfelves  United  Iriflimen, 
for  the  fubverfion  of  the  authority 
of  his  majefty  and  the  parliament, 
and  the  deltrudion  of  the  eftabliflied 
coriftitution  and  government:  And 
whereas,  for  the  execution  of  fuch 
their  wicked  defign,  they  have 
planned  means  of  open  violence, 
and  formed  feeret  arrangements  for 
railing,  arming,  and  paying  a  dif- 
ciplined  force;  and,  in  furtherance 
of  their  purpofes,  have  frequently 
aflembled  in  great  and  unufual 
numbers,  under  the  colourable  pre¬ 
tence  of  planting  or  digging  pota¬ 
toes,  attending  funerals,  and  the 
like,  and  have  frequently  aflembled 
in  large  armed  bodies,  and  plundered 
of  arms  the  houfes  of  many  of  his 
majefty’s  loyal  fubjeds,  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  cut  down 
and  carried  away  great  numbers  of 
trees,  wherewith  to  make  handles 
for  pikes  and  other  offenfive  weapons, 
to  arm  their  traitorous  affbciates; 
and  have  audaeioufiy  attempted 
to  difarm  the  diffrid  yeomanry 
corps,  enrolled  under  his  majeltv’s 
comniiffion  for  the  defence  of  tire 
realm,  and  even  fired  upon  Several 
bodies  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  when 
attempting  to  quell  their  infurr.ee- 
tion;  and  it  is  therefore  now 
com'e  tvecefi&ry  -to  '  fife-  the  « 6 tm'oft 

powers 
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powers  with  which  government  is 
by  law  entrufted,  for  the  fuppreffion 
of  fuch  traitorous  attempts :  And 
whereas  the  exertions  of  the  civil 
power  have  proved  ineffectual  for 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  aforefaid 
traitorous  and  wicked  confpiracy, 
and  for  the  protection  of  the  lives 
and  properties  of  his  majefty’s 
faithful  fubjeCts, — 

Now  we,  the  lord  lieutenant,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  privy 
council,  having  determined,  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  to  fupprels  fuch  daring 
attempts,  and  at  the  fame  time  de- 
lirous  to  prevent  the  well-difpofed 
or  milled  from  falling  into  the  dan¬ 
gers  to  which  ignorance  or  incau- 
tion  may  expofe  them,  do  by  this 
our  proclamation  forewarn  all  fuch 
to  abftain  from  entering  into'  the 
faid  traitorous  fo.cie ties  of  United 
Irilhmen,  or  any  of  them,  and  from 
reforting  to  their  meetings,  and 
aCtiug  under  their  directions  or  in¬ 
fluence,  or  taking  or  adhering  to 
any  of  their  declarations  or  engage¬ 
ments,  and  from  iuffering  them  to 
affemble  in  their  houfes,  or  in  any 
manner  harbouring  them. 

And  we  do  ftriCtly  charge  and 
command,  on  their  allegiance,  all 
perfons  having  knowledge  or  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  meetings  of  the  faid 
focieties,  or  any  of  them,  to  give 
immediate  information  thereof  to 
fome  of  his  majefty’s  juftices  of  the 
peace,  or  to  fome  officer  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  forces  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  place  where  fuch  meeting 
is  intended.  And  we  do  forewarn 
all  perfons  from  tumultuous  or  un¬ 
lawful  affemblies,  or  from  meeting 
in  any  unufual  numbers,  under  the 
plmffible  or  colourable  pretence 
aforelaid,  or  any  other  whaifoever. 

And  we  ^caution  his  majefty’s 
loyal  and  loving  fubjeCls,  whenever 


fuch  affemblies  (hall  happen,  or  that- 
they  receive  notice  from  any  magis¬ 
trates,  or  from  the  officers  com¬ 
manding  any  body  of  his  majefty’s 
forces,  to  keep  quietly  within  their! 
dwellings,  to  the  end  that  the  well- 
difpofed  may  avoid  the  mifchiefs 
which  the  guilty  may  bring  upon, 
thenilelvcs.  > 

And  it  has  become  neceffarv, 
from  the  circumftances  before  men¬ 
tioned,  to  employ  the  military  force 
with  which  we  are  by  law  entrufted, 
for  the  immediate  fuppreffion  of 
fuch  rebellious  and  traitorous  at¬ 
tempts  now  making  again  ft  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and 
the  fafety  of  the  lives  and  properties 
of  bis  majefty’s  loyal  fubjeCls.  We 
have  therefore  ifiued  the  mod  direct 
and  effectual  orders  to  all  officers 
commanding  his  majefty’s  troops,, 
by  the  exertions  of  their  utmoft 
force,  to  fupprefs  the  fame,  and  to 
oppofe  with  their  full  power,  ,  alb 
fuch  as  (hall  refift  them  in' the  exe-., 
cation  of  their  duty. 

And  we  do  hereby  ftriclly  .charge 
and  command  all  our  officers,  civil- 
and  military,  and  all  other  of  his 
majefty’s  loving  fubjeCts,  to  ufe  their, 
utmoft  endeavours  to  difcover  all- 
pikes,  pike-heads,  concealed  guns- 
and  (words,  off ’ey  five  weapons,  or 
ammunition  of  any  kind  whatfo- 
ever.  And  we  do  hereby  charge 
and  command  all  perfons  having  in 
their  cuftody  pikes,  pike-heads,  or 
concealed  guns,  (words,  offenfive-. 
weapons,  or.  ammunition  of  ,anw 
kind  whatever,  to  deliver  up  the 
fame:  to  fome  magiftrate  or  officer 
of  his  majefty’s  troops,  as  theyihall 
anfw.er  to  the  contrary  at; their  peril. 
And  we  do  hereby  .ftriCtly  charge 
and  command  all  officers,  civil  and., 
milita.ry;,  and  all  oilier  his  majefty’s. 
faithful  fubjeCts,  to  be  aiding  and. 
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affifting  in  fuppreffing  all  traitorous, 
tumultuous,  and  unlawful  aflemblies, 
and  in  bringing  to  puniffiment  all 
perfons  difturbing,  or  attempting  to 
difturb,  the  public  peace. 

And  whereas  we  have  reafon  to 
hope,  that  many  of  his  majefty’s 
fubje&s  who  have  joined  the  faid 
traitorous  focieties,  have  done  fo 
without  being  apprized  of  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  crimes,  and  others  from 
intimidation,  and  that  fuch  may  be 
willing  to  return  to  their  allegiance: 
Now  we,  being  defirous  to  extend 
his  majefty’s  pardon  to  all  fuch  as 
are  fenftble  of  their  errors,  and  wil¬ 
ling  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  do 
hereby  promife  his  majefty’s  pardon 
to  all  fuch  perfons  fo  feduced.  or 
intimidated,  as  have  taken  an  en¬ 
gagement  to  the  faid  focieties,  or 
any  of  them,  who  ffiall,  on  or  before 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  next, 
furrender  themfelves  to  any  of  his 
majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace,  being 
of  the  quorum,  of  the  counties  in 
which  they  ffiall  refpe&ively  refide, 
and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
enter  into  fufficient  recognizance 
with  two  fufficient  fureties,  if  fure- 
ties  ffiall  be  required  by  the  magif- 
trate  before  whom  fuch  recognizance 
ffiall  be  acknowledged  (which  re¬ 
cognizance  every  fuch  magiftrate  is 
hereby  required  to  return  to  the 
next  general  feffion  of  the  peace,  or 
affizes,  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the 
county  in  which  fuch  recognizance 
ffiall  be  taken  refpeftively)  to  be  of 
the  peace  and  good  behaviour  for 
the  fpace  of  feven  years;  fave  and 
except  all  fuch  as  have  been  guilty 
of  murder,  confpiracy  of  murder, 
burglary,  burning  of  houfes,  corn  or 
hay,  (lacks  of  draw  or  turf,  mali- 
cioufly  digging  up,  or  injuring  or 
deftroying  any  potatoes,  flax  or 
hemp,  rape  or  corn  of  any  kind, 


planted  or  fowed,  or  deftroying 
meadows  or  hay,  maiming  or  hough¬ 
ing  of  cattle,  adminiftering,  or  cauf- 
ing  to  be  adminiftered,  any  unlawful 
oath  or  engagement  to  any  of  his 
majefty’s  forces  of  any  defcription, 
or  inciting  or  encouraging  any  per- 
fon  to  commit  any  of  the  aforefaid 
offences  refpe&ively ;  and  fave  and 
except  all  perfons  mow  in  cuftody. 

Given  at  the  council-chamber 
in  Dublin,  the  17th  day  of 
May,  1797. 

God  lave  the  king. 


The  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Speech  on 
proroguing  the  Parliament,  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1797. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  being 
at  length  enabled  to  relieve  you 
from  your  laborious  attendance  in 
parliament,  and  am  commanded  by 
his  majefty  to  exprefs  the  juft  fenfe 
he  entertains,  of  that  firm  temper 
and  vigorous  determination  which 
you  have  uniformly  manifefted  in 
fupporting  his  majefty’s  government, 
and  prote&ing  our  happy  conllitu- 
tion  from  the  attempts  of  every 
foreign  and  domeftic  enemy.  I 
have  much  pleafure  in  announcing 
to  you,  that  the  Britiih  parliament 
has  pafted  a6ls  for  aboliihing  the 
bounty  on  fail-cloth  exported  to 
Ireland,  and  for  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  cambric  from  all 
countries  except  this  kingdom. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  am  to  thank  you,  in  his  majefty’s 
name,  for  your  unanimity  in  voting 
the  extraordinary  fupplies  which 
the  public  exigencies  demanded. 
However  unprecedented  thofe  fup¬ 
plies  have  been  in  extent,  and  how¬ 
ever 
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ever  difficult  they  may  have  been 
rendered,  from  the  date  of  public 
credit,  you  have  wifely  attended  to 
the  fuperior  confideration  of  national 
lafety.  Such  an  exertion  is  the 
fureft  proof  that  you  are  truly  fen- 
fible  of  the  invaluable  bleffings 
which  we  are  contending  to  pre- 
ferve  ;  and  that  the  bed  means  of 
effecting  an  honourable  peace,  and 
of  redoring  all  the  comforts  of 
tranquillity,  are,  by  difplaying  at 
once  your  determination  and  your 
power,  and  convincing  your  enemies 
of  the  extent  of  your  refources, 
as  well  as  of  the  deadinefs  of  your 
courage.  The  ready  abidance  which 
has  been  received  from  the  dder 
kingdom,  in  facilitating  the  loan  of 
the  year,  whild  it  is  a  fure  demon- 
dration  of  her  friendly  cordiality, 
cannot  fail  to  diew  how  infeparable 
are  the  mutual  intereds  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  and  how  necedary  their 
connection  is  for  their  mutual  prof- 
perity.  Your  humanity  in  directing 
your  attention  to  the  prefent  didrefs 
among  the  manufacturers,  does  not 
lefs  command  my  approbation,  than 
your  prudence  in  the  mode  of  con¬ 
veying  relief,  by  increafing  the 
means  of  their  employment. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

The  powers  with  which  you  en- 
truded  me  by  the  fufperidon  of  the 
habeas  corpus  aCt,  have  enabled  me 
to  bring  to  light  and  to  difconcert 
the  formidable  and  fee  ret  confpira- 
cy  which  had  been  formed  for  the 
total  overthrow  of  your  eftablidi- 
ments,  the  dedruCtion  of  property, 
and  the  diffolution  of  government. 
This  confpiracy  has  been  fo  fully 
unfolded  by  your  wifdom,  that  it 
can  no  longer  fpread  itfelf  under  the 
infidious  pretence  which  it  had  art¬ 
fully  affumed  of  improving  the  con- 
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ditution.  In  the  meafures,  whether 
of  vigilance  or  of  coercion,  which 
you  have  recommended  for  its 
extinction,  I  dial!  not  relax.  It  will 
be  my  dudy  to  temper  the  necedary 
aCts  of  feverity  and  rigour,  by  con¬ 
ciliatory  offers  of  clemency  and 
pardon,  to  exhort  the  infatuated  and 
deluded  to  abandon  their  deceivers, 
and  to  fummon  the  guilty  to  re¬ 
pentance;  bat  at  the  fame  time  it 
is,  and  will  be,  my  dxed  purpofe,  to 
proceed  with  vigour  againd  thofe 
who,  regardlefs  of  every  warning 
and  admonition,  (hall  continue  their 
defperate  efforts  to  involve  this 
flouri(hing  country  in  all  the  horrors 
of  infurreCtion  and  invadon,  of 
bloodihed,  and  of  anarchy.  I  have 
already  the  fatisfaCtion  to  acquaint 
you,  that  great  numbers,  who- had 
been  unfortunately  feduced,  have 
returned  to  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and 
been  admitted  to  his  majedy’s  cle¬ 
mency  :  and  I  trud  that,  by  perfe- 
verance  and  energy,  every  vedige  of 
difaffeCtion  will  be  effaced,  and  uni- 
verlally  give  way  to  the  return  of 
that  fpirit  of  loyalty  which  has  fo 
long  been  the  didinguifhed  charac- 
teridic  of  this  kingdom.  I  cannot 
omit  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
unimpaired  ludre  of  that  fpirit 
which  fo  confpicuoudy  dione  forth 
when  the  enemy's  deet  appeared  on 
our  coads;  nor  can  1  too  often  repeat 
my  full  fenfe  of  your  wifdom  in  the 
edablidiment  of  didriCt  corps.  I 
have  the  mod  fatisfaCtory  accounts 
of  their  improvement  in  difeipline, 
as  well  as  of  their  exertions  in  quel¬ 
ling  and  preventing  infurreCtion; 
and  I  have  myfelf  witneffed  the  un¬ 
exampled  exertions,  good  conduCt, 
and  military  appearance  of  the 
corps  of  the  metropolis,  whofe  un- 
ceafing  and  unwearied  vigilance,  at 
a  mod  important  crids,  checked 
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every  attempt  to  produce  confufion 
by  riot  and  tumult,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  .deft royed  the  hopes  of  our 
enemies,  and  reftored  confidence  to 
the  country  in  general.  Your  ju¬ 
dicious  augmentation  of  pay  to  his 
majeftys  regular  and  militia  forces, 
which  muft  render  their  fituation  fo 
highly  comfortable,  is  at  once  a 
feafonable  and  honourable  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  their  fteadinefs  and 
loyalty.  The  traitorous  efforts 
which  have  been  made  to  entice 
them  from  their  allegiance,  have 
had  a  fatal  effect  in  a  few  lament¬ 
able  examples.  1  truft,  however, 
the v  have  excited  in  the  minds  of 

«/  1 

others  fo  timely  a  repentance,  and 
in  the  reft  fach  indignation  and  ab¬ 
horrence,  that  no  future  danger  can 
he  apprehended.  Your  wife  infti- 
tat-ion  of  a  finking  fund,  in  the 
midft  of  financial  difficulties,  cannot 
be  too  much  applauded,  and  will 
prevent  any  ruinous  depreciation  of 
fund- dock;  and,  being  eftablifhed 
before  the  national  debt  has  accu¬ 
mulated  to  any  oppreffive  magni¬ 
tude,  will  tend  to  prevent  its  be¬ 
coming  dangerous; — a  meafure  fo 
truly  calculated  for  preferving  the 
refotirces  of  the  flute,  and  fupport* 
mg  public  credit,  muft  fee  lire  to  you 
the  gratitude  of  an  enlightened 
people.  His  majefty  is  exerting 
every  proper  effort  to  produce  a 
fpeedy  and  fee  u  re  peace.  It  will  be 
our  duty  to  affift  thole  efforts,  by 
convincing  our  enemies,  from  the 
ffate  of  ©ur  preparation,  and  the 
unanimity  of  our  fpirit,  that  they 
can  hope  for  no  advantage  by  pro¬ 
longing  the  eakunities  of  war. 
Wherever  your  abilities,  your  in¬ 
fluence,  and  exertions,  can  be  moll 
advantageoufiy  employed  on  your 
return  to  your  feveral  counties,  I 
am  confident  they  will  be  rnoft 


confpieuoufly  difplayed.  A  conflant 
intercourfe  wdth  your  immediate 
neighbourhood,  muff  give  you  the 
opportunity  of  affording  to  the 
people  both  afliftanee  and  example, 
of  reclaiming  thereby  the  deluded 
and  ill-flifpofedj  and  confirming  the 
well-affebted  in  their  duty  and  al¬ 
legiance.  A  forward  fpirit  of  loy¬ 
alty,  which  in  moll  parts  of  the 
kingdom  has  fuceefsfully  checked 
the  progrefs  of  treafon,  will  be 
ftrengthened  and  diffufed  by  your 
prefence  and  exertions.  It  will  be 
my  ambition  to  fecond  }mur  acti¬ 
vity  and  zeal,  and  to  co-operate  wdth 
your  efforts  for  reftoring'  the  tran¬ 
quillity  and  profperity  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  We  have  a  common  and 
fate  red  caufe  to  defend, — the  inde¬ 
pendence  and  confutation  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  from  which 
both  kingdoms  have  derived  irmu- 
m enable  bleffings  under  his  majefty ’s 
aufpicious  reign.  They  were  pur- 
chafed  by  the  deareft  blood  of  your 
anceftors,  in  a  cribs  not  lefs  for¬ 
midable  than  the  prefent.  I  truft 
wre  fli all  not  fail  to  imitate  their 
great  example;  and  that  we  {ball 
be  enabled,  by  fimilar  courage  and 
continued  firmnefs,  to  tranfmit  to 
our  pofterity  inviolate,  that  invalu¬ 
able  inheritance  which  their  .valour 
refeued,  and  their  perfeverance  pre- 
ferved.  v 


Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  between 
the  Pope  and  the  French  Republic. 

Art.  I.  THERE  (hall  be  peace, 
friendfhip,  and  good  under  ft  ending, 
between  the  French  republic  and 
pope  Pius  the  ftxth. 

II.  The  pope  revokes  all  adhefion, 
affiftance,  and  conceffion,  open  or 
fee  ret,  given  bv  him  to  the  coalition. 

'  O  *  **  1 
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tirmed  again!!  the  French  republic  ; 
and  to  every  treaty  of  alliance, 
offenfive  and  defenlive,  with  what¬ 
ever  power  it  may  be.  He  engages 
himfelf  not  to  furnifh,  either  for  the 
prefent  or  any  future  war,  to  any 
power  armed  again!!  the  French 
republic,  any  fuccoursin  men,  fhips, 
arms,  warlike  ftores,  provifions  or 
money,  under  any  title  or  denomi¬ 
nation  whatever. 

III.  His  holinefs  fhall  difband, 
within  five  days  after  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  prefent  treaty,  the  troops 
of  the  new  formation,  retaining 
only  the  regiments  exifting  before 
the  treaty  of  armiftice  figned.  at 
Bologna. 

IV.  The  fliips  of  war  or  corfiiirs 
of  the  powers  armed  againft  the 
French  republic,  fhall  not  enter, 
or  at  leaft  fhall  not  make  any  ftay 
during  the  prefent  war,  in  the  ports 
or  roads  of  the  eeclefiaftical  dates. 

V.  The  French  republic  fhall 
continue  to  enjoy,  as  before  the 
war,  all  the  rights  and  prerogatives 
which  France  had  at  Rome,  and 
fhall  be  treated  in  every  refpebt 
as  the  mof!  refpedled  powers,  and 
particularly  lb  as  to  what  relates  to 
its  ambaffador  or  minifter,  its  con- 
fuls  or  vice-confuls. 

VI.  The  pope  fhall  renounce  ab- 
folutely  and  entirely  all  the  rights 
which  he  may  pretend  to  have  in 
the  cities  and  territories  of  Avignon, 
the  Comtat  Venaiffin,  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies;,  and  fhall  transfer,  give  up, 
and  abandon  the  faid  rights  to  the 
French  republic. 

VII.  The  pope  in  like  manner 
renounces  forever,  and  gives  up  and 
transfers  to  the  French  republic,  all 
his  right  to  the  territories  known 
by  the  title  of  the  Legation  of  Bo¬ 
logna,  Ferrara,  and  Romagna  ;  and 

Vol.  XXXIX. 
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no  attack  fhall  be  made  on  the  ca¬ 
tholic  religion  in  that  quarter. 

VIII.  The  citadel  and  villages 
forming  the  territory  of  the  city  of 
Ancona,  fhall  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  republic  till  a  peace  with 
the  continent  fhall  be  concluded. 

IX.  The  pope  engages,  for  him-  . 
felf  and  his  fucceffors,  not  to  trans¬ 
fer  to  any  one  the  title  of  feigniories, 
attached  to  the  territories  by  him 
ceded  to  the  French  republic. 

X.  His  holinefs  engages  to  pay 
and  deliver,  at  Foligno,  to  the 
treafui  er  of  the  French  army,  before 
the  5th  of  March,  1797,  the  fum  of 
15,000,000  of  French  livres  Tour- 
1101s,  of  which  10,000,000  fhall  be 
in  fpecie,  and  5,000,000  in  dia¬ 
monds  and  other  valuable  effects  ; 
befides  the  fum  of  1,600,000  re¬ 
maining  due  according  to  the  9th 
article  of  the  armiftice  figned  at 
Bologna  on  the  5th  Meftidor,  in 
the  fourth  year  of  the  republic,  and 
ratified  by  his  holinefs  on  the  27th, 
of  June. 

X I.  In  order  to  fettle  finally  what 
fhall  remain  to  be  paid,  in  order  to 
the  complete  execution  of  the  ar¬ 
miftice  figned  at  Bologna,  his  holi¬ 
nefs  fhall  provide  the  army  with 
800  cavalry  horfes  accoutred,  and 
800  draught-horfes,  bulls  and  buf¬ 
faloes,  and  other  objects  produced 
from  the  territory  of  the  church. 

XII.  Befides  the  fum  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  articles,  t^ie  pope 
find!  pay  to  the  French  republic, 
in  fpecie,  diamonds,  and  other  va¬ 
luables,  the  fum  of  15,000,000  of 
French  livres  Tournois,  of  which 
10,000,000  livres  fhall  be  paid  in 
the  courfe  of  March,  and  five  in 
the  courfe  of  April  next. 

XIII.  The  8th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  armiftice  figned  at  Bo- 

*  Ee  Iogna; 
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logna,  concerning  the  manuferipts 
and  obje&s  of  art,  fliall  be  carried 
into  complete  execution  as  fpeedily 
as  poffible. 

XIV.  The  French  army  fliall 
evacuate  Umbria,  Perugia,  and  Ca¬ 
me  ri  no,  as  loon  as  the  loth  article 
of  the  prefent  treat}^  fhall  be  exe¬ 
cuted  and  accomplished. 

XV.  The  French  army  fliall  eva¬ 
cuate  the  province  of  Macerata, 
excepting  Ancona  and  Fano,  and 
their  territories,  as  foon  as  the  firft 
five  millions  of  the  fum  mentioned 
in  the  12th  article  of  the  prefent 
treaty  fliall  have  been  paid  and 
delivered. 

XVI.  The  French  fliall  evacuate 
the  territory  of  the  city  of  Fano, 
and  the  duchy  of  Urbino,  as  foon 
as  the  fecond  five  millions  of  the 
fum  mentioned  in  the  12th  article 
®f  th6  prefent  treaty  fliall  have  been 
delivered,  and  the  3d,  10th,  11th 
and  12th,  fliall  have  been  executed. 
The  laft  five  millions,  making  up 
the  whole  of  the  fum  ftipulated  to 
be  paid  by  the  11th  article,  (hall 
be  paid  at  farthefl  in  the  courfe  of 
April  next. 

XVII.  The  French  republic 
cedes  to  the  pope  all  its  right  to 
the  different  religious  foundations 
in  the  city  of  Rome,  and  at  Loret- 
to ;  and  the  pope  cedes  entirely  to 
the  French  republic  all  the  allodial 
property  belonging  to  the  holy  fee 
in  the  three  provinces  of  Bologna, 
Ferrara,,  and  Romagna,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  eftate  of  Mefola  and  its 
dependencies ;  the  pope  referving 
to  hinifelf,  however,  in  cafe  they 
fliall  be  fold,  a  third  of  the  l’nms 
arifing  from  fuch  fale,  which  fhall  be 
remitted  as  part  of  his  contribution. 

XVIII.  llis  holinefs  fliall  difa- 
vow,  by  his  miniifer  at  Paris,  the 


afiafil nation  of  the  fecretary  of  lega¬ 
tion,  Bafleville ;  and,  in  the  courts 
ot  the  year,  the  fum  of  300,000 
livres  fliall  be  paid  to  and  divided 
among  thofe  who  have  fuff’ered  by 
this  event. 

XIX.  His  holinefs  fliall  fet  at 
liberty  all  perfons  in  confinement 
on  account  of  their  political  opi¬ 
nions. 

XX.  The  commander  in  chief 
fliall  permit  all  the  prifoners  of  war 
from  the  troops  of  his  holinefs  to 
return  home,  as  foon  as  he  fliall 
have  received  the  full  ratification  of 
this  treaty. 

XXI.  Until  a  commercial  treaty 
fliall  be  concluded  between  the 
French  republic  and  the  pope,  the 
commerce  of  the  republic  fliall  be 
re-eftablifhed,  and  treated  by  the 
flates  of  his  holinefs  on  the  fame 
footing  as  the  nation  moll  favoured 
in  its  commerce. 

XXII.  Conformable  to  the  6th 
article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
the  Hague  in  April,  in  the  third 
year,  the  peace  concluded  by  the 
prefent  treaty  between  the  French- 
republic  and  his  holinefs,  is  de¬ 
clared  to  extend  to  the  Batavian 
republic. 

XXIII.  The  poll  of  France  fliall 
he  re-eftablilhed  at  Rome,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  exifted  before. 

XXIV.  The  fchool  of  arts,  infti- 
tuted  at  Rome  for  all  the  French, 
fliall  be  re-eftabliflied,  and  fliall 
continue  to  be  conduced  as  before 
the  war.  The  palace  belonging  to 
the  republic,  where  this  fchool  is 
held,  fliall  be  reffored  without  wafte. 

XXV.  All  the  articles,  claufes, 
and  conditions  of  the  prefent  treaty, 
fliall  be,  without  exception,  obliga¬ 
tory  for  ever,  as  well  on  his  holi¬ 
nefs  as  on  his  fucceflbrs. 

XXVI.  The 
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XXVI.  The  prefent  treat}/  (hall 
he  ratified  with  the  ihorteft  poffible 
delay. 

Made  and  figned  at  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  Tolentino,  by 
the  laid  Plenipotentiaries, 
February  19th,  1797. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 
Cacault. 

To  car  din, ah  Matted ,  L.  Galeppi , 

L.  Duca,  Brafchi ,  Oncjii ,  and 
Camilla ,  marquis  of  Mafia. 


Treaty  of  0 fenfire  and  Defcnfve 
Alliance  between  the  French  Re¬ 
public  and  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

Ratified  by  the  council  of  Five 
Hundred  on  the  ift  of  Rrumaire 
(Get.  22)  and  in  the  council  of 
Ancients  on  the  4th  of  the  fame 
month  (061.  25.) 

THE  executive  diredory  of  the 
French  republic,  and  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  being  defi- 
rous,  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
and  by  the  mod  intimate  union  of 
their  relpedtive  interefts,  to  contri¬ 
bute  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  to  the 
reftoration  of  that  peace  which  is 
the  object  of  their  withes,  and 
which  will  fecure  the  repofe  and 
the  tranquillity  of  Italy,  have  de¬ 
termined  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of 
often  five  and  defenfive  alliance ; 
and  have  charged  with  full  powers 
to  that  effect,  viz.  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  dire6tory  of  the  French 
republic,  citizen  Henry  James  Wil¬ 
liam  Clarke,  general  of  divifion  in 
the  armies  of  the  republic  ;  and  on 
the  part  of  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  the  chevalier  D.  Clement 
Damian  de  Priocia,  knight  of  the 
grand  crofs  of  the  order  of  Saint 
Maurice  and  Lazarus,  firft  fecretary 


of  ftate  in  his  majefty1 s  department 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  prefident  of 
the  home  department ;  who,  after 
exchanging  their  refpedive  powers, 
concluded  as  follows  : 

1.  There  fhall  be  an  offenfive 
and  defenfive  alliance  between  the 
French  republic  and  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  until  the  period  of  con¬ 
tinental  peace.  This  alliance  fhall 
then  become  purely  defenfive,  and 
fhall  be  eftabliflied’  upon  a  bafis 
agreeable  to  the  reciprocal  interefts 
of  both  powers. 

2.  The  urefent  alliance  having 
for  its  objebl  to  haften  the  refto¬ 
ration  of  peace,  and  to  fecure  the 
future  tranquillity  of  Italy,  its  ex¬ 
ecution  during  the  prefent  war  fhall 
be  direded  folely  again!!  the  emperor 
of  Germany,  he  being  the  only  con¬ 
tinental  power  that  pre fen  ts  obftacles 
to  wiihes  fo  falutary.  Ilis  majefty 
the  king  of  Sardinia  fhall  remain 
neuter  with  regard  to  England  and 
to  the  other  powers  ftill  at  war  with 
the  French  republic. 

3.  The  French  republic  and  his 
Sardinian  majefty  guarantee  reci¬ 
procally,  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power,  their  refpeefive  poffeffions 
which  they  now  hold  in  Europe 
during  the  exigence  of  the  prefent 
alliance.  The  two  powers  fhall 
unite  their  forces  againft  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy  externally,  and  fhall 
give  no  aid  diredlly  or  indirectly,  to 
the  internal  enemies  of  either. 

4.  The  contingent  of  troops 
which  his  majefty  the  king  of  Sar¬ 
dinia  flia.ll  furnish  immediately  in 
confequence  of  the  prefent  treaty, 
fhall  be  S,©oo  infantry  and  1,000 
cavalry,  and  40  pieces  of  cannon* 
In  cale  the  two  powers  fhall  think 
it  neceffary  to  augment  this  contin¬ 
gent,  f'uch  augmentation  fhall  be 
concerted  and  regulated  by  com- 
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mifiioners  inverted  with  full  powers 
to  that  effect  by  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory,  and  his  majiefty  the  king  of 
Sardinia. 

5.  The  contingent  of  troops  and 
artillery  (hall  be  ready  and  artembled 
at  Novara,  viz.  500  cavalry,  4,000 
infantry,  and  twelve  field  pieces, 
by  the  30th  of  Germinal  current 
(April  19)  and  the  remainder  in  a 
fortnight  after. 

This  contingent  Hi  all  be  main¬ 
tained  at  the  expence  of  his  ma- 
jefty  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  fliall 
receive  orders  from  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  French  army  in 
Italy. 

A  feparate  convention,  fettled  in 
concert  with  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  French  army,  fiiall  re¬ 
gulate  the  nature  of  the  fervice  of 
this  contingent. 

6.  The  troops  which  form  this 
contingent  fiiall  participate,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  number  which  may 
be  under  arms,  in  the  contribu¬ 
tions  which  fliall  be  levied  from 
the  conquered  countries  ;  reckoning 
from  the  day  of  the  union  of  the 
contingent,.  tO!  the  army  of  the 
republic*.. 

7.  The  French  republic  pro  miles 
to  procure  to  his  majefty  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  at  the  period  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  or  continental  peace,  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  circumftances  may 
permit  him  to  obtain. 

8.  Neither  of  the  contracting 
powers  fliall  conclude  a  feparate 
peace  with  the  common  enemy, 
and  no  armiftice  fliall  be  agreed  to 
by  the  French  republic,  in  which 
his  Sardinian  majefty  is  not  in¬ 
cluded. 

9.  All  the  contributions  impofed 
on  the  ftates  of  his  Sardinian  ma¬ 
jefty  which  are  not  yet  paid  up, 
fhall  ceale  to  be  demanded  immedi¬ 


ately  after  the  exchange  of  the  rati¬ 
fications  of  the  prelent  treaty. 

10.  The  furnilhings,  which  from.  , 
the  fame  period  fiiall  be  made  in  the 
ftates  of  hi-s  majefty  the  king  of 
Sardinia  to  the  French  troops,  or 
to  prifoners  of  war,  and  alio  thole 
which  may  have  already  been 
made  in  virtue  of  private  con¬ 
tracts,  and  which  have  not  yet  been 
paid  for  by  the  French  republic, 
fliall  be  returned  in  kind  to  the 
troops  forming  the  contingent  of 
his  Sardinian  majefty  :  and  if  the 
amount  of  the  furnilhings  Ihould 
exceed  the  wants  of  the  contin¬ 
gent,  the  overplus  fliall  be  repaid 
in  fpecie. 

11.  The  two  contracting  parties- 
fliall  immediately  appoint  eommif- 
fioners  charged  to  negotiate  in  their 
name  a  treaty  of  commerce  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  bafis  ftipulated  in*  article 
7,  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded 
at  Paris  between  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  and  the  king  of  Sardinia.: — 
Meanwhile  the  ports  and  all  other 
commercial  relations  fliall  be  re- 
eftabli flied  without  delay  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  were  before 
the  war. 

12.  The  ratifications  of  the  pre,- 
fent  treaty  of  alliance  Hi  all  be  ex¬ 
changed  at  Paris  in  the  Ihorteft 
delay  poftible. 

Done  and  figned  at  Turin  on  the 
16th  of  Germinal  (April  5)  5th 
year  of  the  French  republic. 

(Signed),  H.  Clarke. 

Clement  Damian. 

The  executive  directory  ratify 
and  fign  the  prefent  treaty  of  alli¬ 
ance  with  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  negotiated  in  the  name  of 
the  French  republic  by  Henry 
James  Clarke,  general  of  divifion, 
appointed  by  an  order  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  directory  on  the  13th  Ventof* 
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laft,  and  charged  with  inftru&ions 
to  the  above  effect. 

Done  at  the  national  palace  on 
the  *2 2d  Germinal,  5th  year  of  the 
French  republic. 


Convention  Jlipulated  at  Monte  Bello 
upon  the  5 th  and  6th  of  June 
1 797,  between  Citizen  Buonaparte, 
General  in  Chief  of  the  French 
Army  of  Italy,  Citizen  Faypoult, 
Minifter  of  the  French  Republic  at 
Genoa,  and  his  Excellency  M.  Mi¬ 
chael  Angelo  Cambrofa,  Louis 
Carbone ra  and  Gerolino.,  Deputies 
of  the  Republic  of  Genoa. 

THE  French  republic  and  the 
republic  of  Genoa  being  defirous 
to  confolidate  the  union  and  har¬ 
mony  which  have  always  exifted 
between  the  French  republic  and 
the  republic  of  Genoa  ;  thinking 
like  wife  that  the  happinefs  of  the 
Genoefe  nation  requires  that  it 
fhould  regain  pofleffion  of  the  de- 
pofit  of  its  fovereignty  ;  the  two 
llates  have  agreed  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles : 

I.  The  government  of  the  re- 
public  of  Genoa  acknowledges  the 
Sovereignty  to  refide  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  ftate. 

II.  The  legiflative  power  (hall 
be  en  trailed  to  two  rep  refen  tative 
councils  :  the  one  compofed  of 
three  hundred,  and  the  other  of 
-one  hundred  and  fifty  members. 
The  executive  power  lhall  be  dele¬ 
gated  to  a  fenate  of  ten  members, 
over  which  a  doge  (hall  prefide : 
the  fenators  lhall  be  in  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  the  councils. 

III.  Every  commune  lhall  have 
a  municipality,  and  every  dillridtan 
adminiflration. 

IV.  The  mode  of  eleGion  of  all 
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the  authorities,  the  limits  of  the 
diftrids,  the  portion  of  authority 
entruded  to  all  the  different  bodies, 
the  organization  of  the  judicial 
power  and  the  military  force,  lhall 
he  determined  by  a  committee  of 
legislation,  charged  with  the  talk  of 
framing  the  constitution,  and  all  the 
organical  laws  of  the  government, 
with  the  referve  of  doing  nothing 
contrary  to  the  Catholic  religion,  to 
guarantee  the  conlolidated  debts,  to 
preferve  the  free  port  of  the  city  of 
Genoa  and  the  bank  of  St.  George, 
and  to  take  meafures,  as  far  as  means 
lhall  permit,  to  provide  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  poor  nobles  who  at  pre¬ 
sent  ex  ill.  This  committee  (hall  be 
obliged  to  complete  its  work  in  the 
fpace  of  one  month,  reckoning  from 
the  day  of  its  formation. 

V.  The  people  finding  themfelves 
reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
rights,  every  kind  of  privilege  and 
exclufive  eflabliihment  which  breaks 
the  unity  of  the  hate  is  neceflarily 
annulled. 

VI.  The  provifional  government 
ihall  be  entrulled  to  an  executive 
committee,  who  lhall  be  compofed 
of  twenty-two  members,  over  which 
the  reigning  doge  flu  all  prefide,  and 
which  lhall  be  inllalled  upon  the 
14th  of  the  prefent  month  of  June, 
26th  Prairial,  the  5th  year  of  the 
French  republic. 

VII.  The  citizens  who  lhall  be 
called  upon  to  compote  the  provi¬ 
fional  government  of  the  Genoefe 
republic,  are  not  at  liberty  to  refufe 
the  office  without  being  regarded 
as  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  and  condemned  to  a  fine 
of  two  thoufand  crowns. 

VIII.  When  the  provifional  go¬ 
vernment  lhall  be  formed,  it  lhall 
determine  the  necefiary  regulations 
for  the  forms  of  its  deliberations; 
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it  fhall  appoint,  within  a  week  after 
its  inftallation,  the  committee  of 
legiflation,  empowered  to  frame  the 
conftitution. 

IX.  The  provifional  government 
(hall  fix  the  juft  indemnification  due 
to  the  French  who  were  pillaged 
upon  the  3d  and  4th  Prairial. 

X.  The  French  republic,  defirous 
of  giving  a  proof  of  the  intereft 
which  it  takes  in  the  happinefs 
of  the  Genoefe  people  ;  defirous  of 
feeing  them  united,  and  free  from 
fadtions,  grants  an  amnefty  to  all 
the  Genoefe  againft  whom  it  has 
grounds  of  complaint,  either  on 
account  of  the  traufadlions  of  the 
3d  and  4th  Prairial,  or  on  account 
of  the  different  events  which  took 
place  in  the  imperial  fiefs.  The 
provifional  government  fhall  em¬ 
ploy  its  utmoft  endeavours  to  ex- 
tinguifh  all  factions,  to  unite  all  the 
citizens,  and  to  convince  them  of 
the  neceffity  of  rallying  round  pub¬ 
lic  liberty,  and  fhall  therefore  grant 
a  general  amnefty. 

XI.  The  French  republic  fhall 
grant  its  protection  to  the  Genoefe 
republic,  and  even  the  abidance  of 
its  armies  to  facilitate,  if  neceffary, 
the  execution  of  the  above  articles, 
and  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
territory  of  the  Genoefe  republic. 


Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friend/kip 
between  the  French  Republic  and. 
Her  Mcjjl  Faithful  Majejly  the 
Queen  of  Portugal. 

THE  French  republic  and  her 
moft  faithful  majefty  the  queen  of 
Portugal,  defirous  of  re-cftabli thing 
the  bonds  of  commerce  and  friend- 
j h i p  which  exifled  between  the  two 
powers  before  the  prefent  war, 
have  given  full  powers  to  enter 
into  negotiations  for  that  purpofe, 


viz.  the  executive  directory,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  republic,  to 
citizen  Charles  Delacroix  ;  and  her 
very  faithful  majefty  to  M.  le  Che¬ 
valier  d’Aranjo  Dazevedo,  of  her 
faid  majefty 's  council,  gentleman  of 
her  houfehold,  knight  of  the  order 
of  Chrift,  and  her  envoy  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  minifter  plenipotentiary 
to  the  Batavian  republic  ;  who,  after 
having  exchanged  their  refpe&ive 
powers,  have  concluded  the  prefent 
treaty  of  peace. 

Article  I.  There  fhall  he  peace, 
friendfbip,  and  good  underftanding 
between  the  French  republic  and 
her  moft  faithful  majefty  the  queen 
of  Portugal. 

II.  All  hoftilities  {hall  ceafe,  as 
well  by  land  as  by  fea,  reckoning 
from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
lions  of  the  prelent  treaty,  viz.  in 
fifteen  days  for  Europe,  and  the  feas 
on  her  coafts,  and  thoi'e  of  Africa 
on  this  fide  the  equator:  forty  days 
after  the  faid  exchange  for  the 
countries  and  feas  of  America  and 
Africa  beyond  the  equator,  and 
three  months  after  for  the  countries 
and  feas  fituated  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  cape  of  Good  Hope. 

III.  The  ports,  towns,  places,  or 
any  other  territorial  poffeflions  of 
either  of  the  two  powers,  in  what¬ 
ever  part  of  the  world,  which  are 
occupied  or  conquered  by  the  troops 
of  the  other,  fhall  be  reciprocally 
reftored  within  the  periods  above- 
mentioned,  without  either  compen- 
fation  or  indemnity  being  required. 

IV.  Her  moft  faithful  majefty 
engages  to  obferve  the  moft  exact 
neutrality  between  the  republic  and 
the  other  belligerent  powers.  A 
fimilar  neutrality  fhall  be  obferved 
by  the  French  republic,  in  cafe  of 
a  rupture  between  Portugal  and  any 
other  European  power.  In  con- 

~  fequence, 
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fequence,  neither  of  the  two  con- 
trading  parties,  during  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war,  fliall  furnifh  to 
the  enemies  of  the  other,  in  virtue 
of  any  treaty  or  fhpulation  whatever 
(public  or  fecret)  any  iuccours  in 
troops,  fhips,  arms,  warlike  ammu¬ 
nition,  provifions,  or  money,  under 
whatever  title  or  denomination. 

V.  Her  moft  faithful  majefty 
tli all  not  admit  into  her  great  ports 
more  than  fix  armed  (hips  of  war 
belonging  to  any  one  of  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers,  nor  more  than  three 
into  her  fmaller  ports.  The  prizes 
made  by  their  fhips  of  war  or  re- 
fpedlve  cruifers  (hall  no  more  be 
received  into  her  majefty’s  ports 
than  the  cruifers  themfelves,  unlefs 
it  be  in  cafes  of  tempeft  or  immi¬ 
nent  peril,  and  then  they  fliall  de¬ 
part  as  foon  as  the  peril  is  pa  ft. 
All  fale  of  merchandife  or  captured 
vefiels  fliall  be  feverely  prohibited. 
The  French  republic  fliall  obferve 
the  fame  regulations  with  refped 
to  fhips  of  war,  cruifers,  or  prizes 
belonging  to  the  European  powers 
with  which  her  moft  faithful  ma- 
jefty  may  enter  into  war. 

VI.  iier  molt  faithful  majefty 
acknowledges,  by  the  prefent  treaty, 
that  all  the  territories  fituated  to 
the  north  of  the  limits  hereinafter 
mentioned,  between  the  polTeffions 
of  the  two  contracting  powers,  be¬ 
long  in  full  property  and  fovereignty 
to  the  French  republic  ;  renouncing, 
as  far  as  need  be,  as  well  for  herfelf 
as  her  lucceflors,  all  the  rights  to 
which  fhe  might  pretend  upon  the 
faid  territories,  under  whatever  title, 
and  particularly  in  virtue  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  at  Utrecht,  the  11th  of  April, 
1713.  The  French  republic  re¬ 
ciprocally  acknowledges  that  all  the 


territories  fituated  to  the  foufh  of 
the  faid  line,  belong  to  her  moft 
faithful  majefty,  in  conformity  to 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 

VII.  The  limits  between  the  two 
French  and  Portuguele  Guyanas  fliall 
be  determined  by  the  river  called 
by  the  Portuguefe  Calmene,  and  by 
the  French  Vincent  Pinfon,  which 
flows  into  the  ocean  above  the 
north  cape,  about  two  degrees  and 
a  half  fouthern  latitude.  They  fliall 
follow  the  faid  river  to  its  fource, 
and  afterwards  a  right  line  drawn 
from  the  faid  fource  towards  the 
weft,  as  far  as  Rio  Blanco. 

VIII.  The  mouth,  as  well  as  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  faid  river  Cal¬ 
mene  or  Vincent  Pinfon,  belong 
in  full  and  entire  fovereignty  to  the 
French  republic,  without,  however, 
the  fubjedls  of  her  moft  faithful 
majefty,  eftablilhed  in  the  environs 
to  the  fouth  of  the  laid  river,  being 
prevented  from  ufing  it  freely,  and 
without  being  fubjedt  to  the  duties 
of  entrance,  courle,  and  water-duty. 

IX.  The  fubjefts  of  her  moft 
faithful  majefty  who  are  fettled  to 
the  north  of  the  frontier  line  above 
marked,  fliall  be  free  to  remain  there, 
obeying  the  laws  of  the  republic, 
or  to  withdraw  with  their  effects, 
or  to  fell  the  lands  belonging  to 
them.  The  faculty  of  retiring  and 
felling  their  moveable  or  immove¬ 
able  effedts,  is  reciprocally  referved 
to  the  French  who  may  be  fettled 
to  the  fouth  of  the  faid  frontier  line. 
The  exercife  of  the  faid  faculty  is 
limited  to  one,  and  the  other  to 
two  years,  reckoning  from  the  ex¬ 
change.  of  the  ratifications  of  the 

O 

French  treaty. 

X.  There  fliall  be  negotiated 
and  concluded  as  foon  as  poflible 
between  the  two  powers,  a  treaty 
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of  commerce  founded  upon  an  equit¬ 
able  bails,  and  reciprocally  advan¬ 
tageous.  Until  it  is  concluded,  it 
is  agreed, 

lit.  That  the  commercial  relations 
fball  be  re-eftabhfhed  immediately 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  citizens  or  l'ub- 
jedts  of  each  of  the  two  powers  (hail 
enjoy  in  the  territories  of  the  other 
all  the  rights,  immunities,  and  pre¬ 
rogatives  enjoyed  by  the  moft  fa¬ 
voured  nations. 

2d.  That  the  provifions  and  mer- 
chandifes,  the  produce  of  their  foil 
or  their  manufactures,  fhall  be  re- 
fpectively  admitted,  if  the  provifions 
and  merchandife  of  the  fame  kind 
of  other  nations  are,  or  fhall  after¬ 
wards  be  admitted ;  and  that  the 
laid  provifions  and  merchandifes 
fhall  not  be  fubjeOt  to  any  prohi¬ 
bition  which  fhall  not  equally  fall  on 
other  provifions  and  merchandifes 
of  the  fame  kind  imported  by  other 
nations. 

3d.  That  neverthelefs  the  French 
republic  not  being  able  to  offer  to 
Portugal  but  a  price  extremely  low 
for  its  wines,  and  being  unable  to 
compenfate  by  the  introduction  of 
French  cloths  into  that  kingdom, 
things  fli all  reciprocally  remain, 
with  refpect  to  th'ofe  two  articles, 
in  their  prefent  ftate. 

4th  That  the  duties  of  euftom 
and  others  upon  provifions  and 
merchandife  of  the  foil  and  manu¬ 
factures  of  the  two  powers,  (hall  be 
reciprocally  regulated  upon  the  fame 
footing  as  with  regard  to  other  moft 
favoured  nations. 

5th.  That  out  of  the  duties  thus 
regulated,  there  fhall  be  allowed  a 
drawback  in  favour  of  merchandifes 
the  produce  of  the  foil  or  manufac¬ 
tures  of  the  hates  of  each  of  the 


two  powers,  provided  they  are  im¬ 
ported  in  national  veffels  on  account 
of  the  merchants  to  whom  they 
belong,  and  fent  in  right  of  the 
ports  of  Europe,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  the  ports  of  Europe  on  the  other., 
The  amount  of  thefe  drawbacks,  as 
well  as  the  kinds  of  merchandifes 
to  which  they  (hall  apply,  to  be  re¬ 
gulated  by  the  treaty  of  commerce 
to  be  concluded  between  the  two 
powers. 

6th.  That  further,  all  the  ftipula- 
tions  relative  to  commerce  inferted 
in  preceding  treaties  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers  fliall  be  pro- 
vifionally  executed,  wherein  they 
are  not  contrary  to  the  prefent 
treaty. 

XI.  Her  moft  faithful  majefty 
fliall  admit  into  her  ports  the  French 
fhips  of  war  and  merchantmen, 
under  the  fame  conditions  as  the 
ftiips  of  the  moft  favoured  nations 
are  admitted.  The  ’Portuguefe 
veffels  (hall  enjoy  in  France  the 
moft  exact  reciprocity. 

XII.  The  French  confuls  and 
vice-confuls  fhall  enjoy  privileges, 
immunities,  prerogatives,  and  jurif- 
dictions,  as  they  enjoyed  them  before 
the  war,  and  as  they  are  enjoyed 
by  the  moft  favoured  nations. 

XIII-  The  ambaftador  or  minifter 
of  the  French  republic  at  the  court 
of  Portugal,  fhall  enjoy  the  fame 
immunities,  prerogatives,  and  pri¬ 
vileges  as  French  ambaftadois  en¬ 
joyed  previous  to  the  war. 

XIV.  All  the  French  citizens,  as 
well  as  the  individuals  compofing 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  ambaftador 
or  minifter  of  the  councils,  and 
other  agents  accredited  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  French  republic, 
fhall  enjoy  in  the  ftates  of  her  moft 
faithful  majefty  the  fame  liberty  of 
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worfliip  as  is  enjoyed  by  the  molt 
favoured  nations  in  this  refpedt. 

The  prefent,  and  two  preceding 
articles,  (hall  be  reciprocally  ob- 
ferved  by  the  French  republic  with 
regard  to  the  ambaffadors,  miniders, 
confuls,  and  other  agents  of  her 
molt  faithful  majefty. 

XV.  All  the  prifoners  made  on 
both  Tides,  including  marines  and 
failors,  (hall  be  given  up  in  a  month, 
reckoning  from  the  exchange  of 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treatv, 
on  payment  of  the  debts  they  (hall 
have  contracted  during  their  cap¬ 
tivity.  The  Tick  and  wounded  (hall 
continue  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
relpective  hofpitals :  they  (hall  be 
given  up  immediately  after  they  are 
cured. 

XVI.  The  peace  and  good  friend- 
(hip  re-eltablilhed  by  the  prei’ent 
treaty  between  the  French  republic 
and  her  mod  faithful  majedy,  are 
declared  to  extend  in  common  to 
the  Batavian  republic. 

XVII.  The  prefent  treaty  (hall 
be  ratified,  and  the  ratification  ex¬ 
changed  in  two  months,  reckoning 
from  this  day. 

Done,  performed,  concluded, 
figned,  and  confirmed,  to  wit, 
by  me  Charles  Delacroix,  by 
the  feal  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
by  me  the  chevalier  d’Aranjo, 
by  the  feal  of  my  arms,  at 
Paris,  the  23d  Thermidor,  fifth 
year  of  the  French  republic, 
anfwering  to  the  10th  of  A  u- 
guft,  old  liyle. 

(Signed) 

Charles  Delacroix. 

Ant.  D’Aranjo  Dazevedo. 

The  Executive  Diredory  agrees 
to  fign  this  prefent  treaty  between 


her  mod  faithful  majedy  the  queen 
of  Portugal,  negotiated  in  the  name 
of  the  republic  by  citizen  Charles 
Delacroix,  minifter  plenipotentiary, 
inveded  with  powers  to  that  effed 
by  a  decree  of  the  30th  lad  Mcffidor, 
and  charged  by  his  indru&ions. 

Done  at  the  national  palace  of 
the  executive  diredory,  the 
24th  Thermidor,  fifth  year  of 
the  republic,  one  and  indi- 
vifible.  For  the  fake  of  ex¬ 
pedition. 

(Signed)  Hevelliere  Lepaux, 

Prefident. 

By  the  Executive  Directory, 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen.* 


Treaty  of  Definitive  Peace  concluded 
between  the  French  Republic  and 
the  Emperor ,  King  of  Ilungary 
and  Bohemia. 

His  majedy,  the  emperor  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  king  of  Hungary  and  Bo¬ 
hemia,  and  the  French  republic, 
wiihing  to  confoliaate  the  peace, 
the  bafes  of  which  were  laid 
down  by  the  preliminaries,  figned 
at  the  cadle  of  Eckenwald,  near 
Leoben,  in  Styria,  on  the  18th 
of  April,  1797,  have  named  for 
their  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit: — - 
his  majedy  (the  emperor  and 
king),  the  marquis  di  Gallo,  count 
de  Cobenzel,  count  de  Meerfeldt, 
and  baron  de  Degelmann;  and 
the  French  republic,  Buonaparte, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  French 
army  in  Italy ;  who,  after  ex-> 
changing  their  full  and  refpedive 
powers,  have  agreed  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  : — 

I.  THERE  (hall  be  for  the  future 

and  for  ever  a  folid  and  inviolable 


*  The  Executive  Bire&ory  annulled  this  treaty  by  a  decree  of  the  26th  October. 
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peace  between  his  majefty  the  em¬ 
peror  of  the  Romans,  and  king  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia, his  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  and  the  French  republic. 
The  contracting  parties  (hall  en¬ 
gage  their  utmoft  attention  to  main¬ 
tain  between  them  and  their  poflef- 
fions  a  perfeft  good  underftanding, 
without  permitting  henceforth  on 
either  fide,  that  any  aft  of  hoflility 
he  committed,  by  land  or  fea, 
through  any  caufe,  or  under  any 
pretext  whatever ;  and  every  thing 
(hall  be  carefully  avoided,  that 
might  impair  for  the  future,  the 
union  happily  eflabliflied  between 
them.  No  aftiftance  or  protection 
(hall  be  given,  direftly  or  indireftly, 
to  thofe  who  might  delire  to  do  any 
prejudice  to  either  of  the  contract¬ 
ing  parlies. 

If.  Immediately  afler  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty,  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties  (hall  caufe  all  the  fequeftrations 
which  have  been  placed  on  the  pro¬ 
perty,  rights,  and  revenues  of  the 
individuals  redding  in  the  refpeftive 
territories  which  are  united  to  them, 
as  well  as  of  the  public  eiiablilh- 
ments  which  are  fituated  in  thofe 
territories,  to  be  taken  oft'.  They 
bind  themfelves  to  difcharge  all 
they  may  owe  which  has  been  lent 
to  them,  as  funds,  by  the  laid  in¬ 
dividuals  or  public  eftablifhments, 
and  to  pay  or  reimburfe  all  engage¬ 
ments  entered  into  for  their  advan¬ 
tage  by  each  of  them. 

The  prefent  article  is  declared 
common  to  the  Cifalpine  republic. 

III.  Ills  majefty  the  emperor, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  re- 
linquifhes,  on  his  own  part,  and  on 
that  of  his  fucceffors,  in  favour  of 
the  French  republic,  all  his  rights 
and  titles  on  the  ci-devant  Belgie 
provinces,  known  by  the  name  of 


the  Auftrian  Low  Countries.  The 
French  republic  (hall  pofifefs  thefe 
countries  for  ever,  in  full  fovereig  nty 
and  propriety,  and  with  all  the 
territorial  pofieffions  which  depend 
on  them. 

IV.  All  the  mortgages  entered 
into  before  the  war  on  the  land  of 
the  countries  expreffed  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  articles,  and  the  contrafts  of 
which  (hall  be  drawn  up  with  the 
ufual  formalities,  (hall  become  the 
charge  of  the  French  republic.  The 
plenipotentiaries  of  his  majefty  the 
emperor  (hall  furnifh  an  account  of 
them  in  as  fpeedy  a  mariner  as  pof- 
fible  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
French  republic,  and  that  before  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications,  that 
when  the  exchange  takes  place, 
the.  plenipotentiaries  of  both  powers 
may  be  enabled  to  agree  with  re- 
fpeft  to  all  the  articles  explanatory 
of,  and  additional  to,  the  prefent  ar¬ 
ticle,  and  (ign  them. 

V.  His  majefty  the  emperor, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
confents  that  the  French  republic 
poffefs  in  full  fovereignty,  the  former 
Venetian  ifiands  of  the  Levant,  to 
wit,  —  Corfu,  Zante,  Cephalonia, 
Santa  Maura,  Cerigo,  and  other 
ifiands  depending  on  them,  as  well 
as  Butrinto,  Larta,  Voniffa,  and  in 
general  all  the  former  Venetian 
eltablifiiments  in  Albania,  which 
are  fituate  lower  than  the  gulf  of 
Londrino. 

VI.  The  French  republic  con¬ 
fents  that  his  majefty  the  emperor, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
(hall  poffefs  in  full  fovereignty  and 
propriety  the  country  hereafter  ex¬ 
prefted,  to  wit,  Iltria,  Dalmatia, 
the  former  Venetian  ifiands  of  the 
Adriatic,  the  mouths  of  the  Cattaro, 
the  city  of  Venice,  the  canals,  and 
the  countries  comprehended  between 
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the  hereditary  ftates  of  his  majefty 
the  emperor  and  king,  the  Adriatic 
fea,  and  a  line  which  ihall  be  drawn 
from  the  county  of  Tyrol,  Ihall  fol¬ 
low  the  torrent  forward  to  Gardola, 
and  crofs  the  lake  of  Garda  as  far 
as  Lacifa ;  from  thence  a  military 
line  as  far  as  San  Giacomo,  holding 
out  an  equal  advantage  to  both 
parties,  which  Hi  all  be  traced  by  en¬ 
gineers  named  on  each  fide  previous 
to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  prefent  treaty.  The  line  to 
afcertain  the  limits  Ihall  crofs  the 
Adige  at  San  Giacomo,  follow  the 
left  bank  of  that  river  as  far  as  the 
mouth  of  the  White  Canal,  com¬ 
prehending  that  part  of  Porto  Leg- 
nago  which  is  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Adige,  with  a  circle  drawn  of 
3,000  fathoms.  The  line  Ihall  be 
carried  on  by  the  left  bank  of  the 
White  Canal,  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tartaro,  the  left  bank  of  the  canal 
called  the  Polifeila,  until  it  dil- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  Po,  and  the 
left  bank  of  the  Great  Po  as  far 
as  the  fea. 

V1L  His  majefty  the  emperor, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
relinqufthes  for  ever,  for  himfelf 
and  his  fucceflors,  in  favour  of  the 
Cifalpine  republic,  all  the  rights 
and  titles  arifing  out  of  thofe  rights 
which  his  laid  majefty  might  pre¬ 
tend  to  have  on  the  countries  which 
he  pofleffed  before  the  war,  and 
which  now  conftitute  a  part  of 
the  Cifalpine  republic,  which  fha.ll 
poffels  them  in  full  fovereignty  and 
propriety,  with  all  the  territorial 
pofteffions  that  depend  on  them. 

VIII.  His  majefty  the  emperor, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  Cifalpine  republic 
as  an  independent  power.  This 
republic  comprehends  the  former 
Auftrian  Lombardy,  the  countries  of 


Bergamo,  of  Brefeia,  and  of  Cremo- 
na,  the  city  a.nd  fortrefs  Of  Mantua, 
the  Mantuan  territory,  Peichiera, 
that  part  of  the  former  Venetian, 
ftates  to  the  weft  and  fouth  ot  the 
line,  defcribed  in  the  6th  article,  as 
the  frontier  of  the  ftates  of  his 
majefty  the  emperor  in  Italy,  the 
country  of  Modena,  the  principality 
of  Mafia  and  Carrara,  and  the  three 
legations  of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and 
Romagna. 

IX.  In  all  the  countries  ceded, 
acquired,  or  exchanged  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty,  the  fequeftration  placed 
on  the  property,  effe&s,  and  reve¬ 
nues  of  all  the  inhabitants  and 
properties  of  every  defcription,  on 
account  of  the  war  which  has  been 
carried  on  between  his  imperial 
majefty  and  the  French  republic, 
Ihall  be  taken  off,  without  their 
being  expofed  in  that  relped  to  be 
molefted  in  their  property  or  per- 
fons.  Thofe  who  for  the  future  may 
not  with  to  continue  their  reftdence 
in  thefe  countries,  fhal  1  be  bound  to 
make  a  declaration  to  that  effefl, 
three  months  after  the  publication 
of  the  treaty  of  definitive  peace. 
They  Ihall  be  allowed  the  term  of 
three  years  to  fell  their  moveable 
and  immoveable  poffeffions,  or  to 
difpofe  of  them  as  they  think 
proper. 

X.  The  countries  ceded,  acquired, 
or  exchanged  by  the  prefent  treaty, 
Ihall  incumber  thole  in  whofe  pof- 
feftion  they  fhall  remain  with  the 
mortgages  that  have  been  incurred 
on  the  land. 

XI.  The  navigation  of  the  part 
of  the  rivers  and  canals,  ferving  as 
limits  between  the  pofteffions  of  his 
majefty  the  emperor,  and  thofe  of 
the  Cifalpine  republic,  flia.ll  be  free, 
without  either  being  able  to  eftabliih 
any  toll,  or  to  keep  any  veffels 
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armed  for  war ;  which  however 
does  not  exclude  the  neeeffary  pre¬ 
cautions  for  the  fafety  of  the  fortrefs 
of  Porto  Legnago. 

XII.  Allfales  or  alienations  made, 
all  engagements  contracted,  whether 
by  the  towns,  or  by  the  government, 
or  the  civil  and  adminiftrative  au¬ 
thorities  of  the  countries  formerly 
Venetian,  for  the  maintenance  ot  the 
German  and  French  armies,  until 
the  date  of  figning  the  prefent 
treaty,  fhall  be  confirmed  and  con- 
iidered  as  valid. 

XIII.  The  titles  of  the  domains, 
and  the  archives  of  the  different 
countries  ceded  or  exchanged  by 
the  prefent  treaty,  (hall  be  given  up 
in  the  fpace  of  three  months,  to  date 
from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  to  the  powers  which  (hall  have 
acquired  the  propriety  of  them. 
The  plans  and  maps  of  the  for* 
treffes,  towns,  and  countries  which 
the  contracting  parties  acquire  by 

.  the  prefent  treaty,  fit  all  be  faith¬ 
fully  given  up  to  them.  The  military 
papers  and  regiflers  taken  in  the 
actual  war  from  the  Itaffs  of  the 
refpedtive  armies  fhall  be  equally 
reftored. 

XIV.  The  two  contracting  pow¬ 
ers,  alike  animated  with  the  defire 
of  doing  away  every  thing  that 
might  tend  to  injure  the  good  un- 
derftanding  which  now  happily  fuh- 
fifts  between  them,  bind  themfelves 
in  the  moft  folemn  manner  to  con¬ 
tribute  with  all  their  power  to  the 
maintenance  of  internal  tranquillity 
in  their  refpeflive  hates. 

XV.  A  treaty  of  commerce  efta- 
bliflied  on  equitable  grounds,  and 
on  fuch  as  may  give  to  his  majefty 
the  emperor,  and  to  the  French  re¬ 
public,  advantages  equal  to  thole 
enjoyed  by  the  moft  favoured  na¬ 
tions  in  their  relpcctive  dominions, 


fhall  be  forthwith  concluded.  In 
the  mean  time,  all  the  communica¬ 
tions  and  commercial  relations  fhall 
be  re-eftablifhed  in  the  hate  in 
which  they  were  before  the  war. 

XVI.  No  inhabitant  of  all  the 
countries  occupied  by  the  Auflriaa 
and  French  armies,  fhall  be  liable  to 
be  profecuted  or  affected,  whether 
in  his  perlon  or  property,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  political  opinions,  or 
his  civil,  military,  or  commercial 
conduct  during  the  war,  which  has 
been  carried  on  between  the  two 
powers. 

XVII.  His  majefty  the  emperor 
fhall  not,  conformably  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  neutrality,  receive  into  any 
of  his  ports  during  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  war  more  than  fix  vefiels 
armed  for  war  belonging  to  any  one 
of  the  belligerent  powers. 

XVIII.  His  majefty  the  emperor 
binds  himfelf  to  cede  to  the  duke 
of  Modena,  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
countries  which  that  prince  and  his 
heirs  had  in  Italy,  the  Bnfgau, 
which  he  fhall  poftefs  on  the  fanje 
conditions  as  thofe  in  virtue  of 
which  he  pofleffed  the  country  of 
Modena. 

XIX.  The  real  and  perfonal  pro¬ 
perty,  not  alienated,  of  their  royal 
highneftes  the  archduke  Charles 
and  the  archduchefs  Chnftina,  fitu- 
ate  in  the  countries  ceded  to  the 
French  republic,  fhall  be  reftored  to 
them  under  the  condition  of  felling 
them  within  the  fpace  of  three 
years. 

The  fame  meafure  fhall  be  oh- 
ferved  with  refpect  to  the  real  and 
perfonal  property  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  archduke  Ferdinand,  in  the 
territory  of  the  Cifalpine  republic. 

XX.  A  congrefs  fhall  be  held  at 
It  aft  ad  t,  folely  compofed  of  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  Germanic 
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tmpire  and  the  French  republic,  for 
concluding  peace  between  thefe  two 
powers.  1  his  congrefs  (hall  be 
opened  one  month  after  the  li going 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner  if 
poflible. 

XXI.  All  the  prifoners  of  war 
made  on  either  fide,  and  the  hottages 
carried  off,  or  given  during  the  war, 
who  may  not  have  been  yet  reftored, 
fhall  be  io  within  forty  days,  to 
date  from  the  figning  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

XXII.  The  contributions,  deli¬ 
veries,  furniffiings,  and  whatever 
alliftances  of  war  have  taken  place 
in  the  refpedive  ftates  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  powers,  fhall  ceafe  from 
the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

XXIII.  His  majefiy  the  emperor, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and 
the  French  republic,  fhall  preferve 
between  them  the  fame  ceremony, 
with  refped  to  rank,  and,  other 
etiquettes,  which  was  conltantly 
obferved  before  the  war. 

His  faid  majefiy  and  the  Cifalpine 
republic  fhall  have  between  them 
the  fame  ceremony  of  etiquette  as 
that  which  was  cuftomary  between 
his  faid  majefiy  and  the  republic  of 
Venice. 

XXIV.  The  prefent  treaty  fhall 
be  ratified  by  his  majelty  the  em¬ 
peror,  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
and  the  French  republic,  within  the 
fpace  of  thirty  days,  to  date  from 
this  day,  or  fooner  if  poffible,  and 
the  acts  of  ratification  in  due  form 
ihall  be  exchanged  at  Rafiadt. 

Done  and  figned  at  Campo 
Formio,  near  Udine,  on  the 
17th  of  Odober,  1797. 

(Signed) 

Buonaparte. 

Marquis  di  Gallo. 


Lo  ins,  Count  de  Cobenzel  ; 
Count  de  Meerfeldt,  Major- 
General. 

Baron  de  Degelmann. 

The  executive  directory  ratifie& 
and  figns  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace 
with  his  majefiy  the  emperor,  king 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  negotiated 
in  the  name  of  the  French  republic 
by  citizen  Buonaparte,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  army  of  Italy,  in¬ 
verted  with  powers  by  the  executive 
diredory,  and  charged  with  its 
inftrudions  to  that  effed. 

Done  at  the  national  palace  of 
the  executive  diredory  the 
5th  Brumaire  (Odober  26th), 
in  the  6th  year  of  the  French 
republic,  one  and  indivifible. 


Secret  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Campo  Formio,  concluded  between 
Auftria  and  France.  (These  Ar¬ 
ticles,  and  the  Secret  Convention 
which  follows,  were  made  public  by 
the  French  Directory  on  the 
Rupture  of  the  Negotiations  in 
1799-) 

1.  IIIS  majesty  the  emperor, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  con- 
fents  that  the  boundary  of  the 
French  republic  fiiall  extend  to  the 
under-mentioned  line,  and  engages 
to  ul'e  his  influence  that  the  French 
republic  fiiall,  by  the  peace  to  be 
concluded  with  the  German  empire,, 
retain  the  lame  line  as  its  boundaries, 
namely,  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine 
from  the  confines  of  Switzerland 
below  Basle,  to  the  branching  off 
of  the  Nette  above  Andernach, 
including  the  head  of  the  bridge  at 
Manheim,  the  town  and  fortrefs  of 
Mentz,  and  both  banks  of  the  Nette 
from  where  it  falls  into  the  Rhine  to 

its 
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its  fource  above  Brack.  From  thence 
the  line  pafles  by  Schenfcherade  and 
Bprley  to  Harpen.  and  thence  to 
Luderfdorf,  Blente  nheim ,  M  armagen , 
Coll  and  Germ  and,  with  all  the 
circles  and  territory  of  thole  places, 
along  both  banks  of  the  Gift' to  where 
it  falls  into  the  Roer,  and  along 
both  banks  of  the  Roer,  including 
Heimbaeh,  Neideggen,  Duren  and 
Juliers,  with  their  circles  and  ter¬ 
ritory,  as  also  the  places  on  the 
banks,  with  their  circles,  to  JLinnig 
included.  Hence  the  line  extebds  by 
Hoffern  and  Kylenfda.len,Papelernod, 
Lutersfort,  Rodenherg,  fleverlloo, 
Andarfcheid,  Kaldekachen,  Yarn* 
pach,  Hermingen  and  Grofberg, 
including  the  town  of  Venloo  and 
its  territory.  And  if,  notwithftanding 
the  mediation  of  his  Imperial 
majefty,  the  German  empire  lhall  re¬ 
fute  toconfent  to  the  abovementioned 
boundary  line  of  the  republic  ;  his 
Imperial  majefty  hereby  formally 
engages  to  furniih  to  the  empire  no 
more  than  his  contingent,  which 
fhall  not  be  employed  in  any  fortified 
place,  or  it  (hall  be  conftdered  as  a 
rupture  of  the  peace  and  friendfhip 
which  is  reftored  between  his 
Imperial  majefty  and  the  republic. 

*2.  Ilis  imperial  majefty  will 
employ  his  good  offices  in  the  nego¬ 
tiation  of  the  peace  of  the  empire 
to  obtain,  firft,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  Rhine  from  Huninguen,  to 
the  territory  of  Holland  lhall  be 
free,  both  to  the  French  republic 
and  the  ftates  of  the  empire  on 
the  right  bank:  fecond,  that  the 
possessors  of  territory  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Mofelle,  fhall  never, 
and  on  no  pretence  attempt  to 
interrupt  the  free  navigation  and 
pad  ages  of  fliips  and  other  veffels 
from  the  Mofelle  into  the  Rhine ; 


third,  the  French  republic  fhall  have 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Meufe, 
and  the  tolls  and  other  impofts 
from  Venloo  to  Holland  fhall  he 
abolifhed. 

3.  His  Imperial  majefty  renounces, 
for  himfelf  and  his  fuccefi’ors,  the 
Sovereignty  and  poffeflion  of  the 
country  of  Falkenltein  and  its 
dependencies. 

4.  The  countries  which  his 
Imperial  majefty  takes  pofieffion  of, 
in  confequence  of  the  6th  article  of 
the  public  definitive  treaty,  this  day 
ftgned,  fhall  be  conftdered  as  an 
indemnification  for  the  territory 
given  up  by  the  feventh  article  of 
the  public  treaty,  and  the  foregoing 
article.  This  renunciation  lhall  only 
be  in  force  when  the  troops  of  his 
Imperial  majefty  fhall  have  taken 
pofieffion  of  the  countries  ceded  by 
the  faid  articles. 

5.  The  French  republic  will  em¬ 
ploy  its  influence  that  his  majefty 
the  emperor  fhall  receive  the  arch- 
bilhopric  of  Saltzburgh,  and  that 
part  of  the  circle  of  Bavaria  which 
lies  between  the  archbifhopric  of 
Saltzburgh,  the  rivers  Inn,  Salza, 
and  Tyrol,  including  the  town  of 
\Y  after  burg,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Inn,  with  an  arrondiflement  of 
3,000  toifes. 

6.  His  Imperial  majefty,  at  the 
conciufion  of  the  peace  with  the 
empire,  will  give  Up  10  the  French 
republic  the  fovereignty  and  pof- 
feftion  of  the  Frickthal,  and  all  the 
territory  belonging  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  between  Zurzach  and  Balle, 
provided  his  majefty,  at  the  con¬ 
ciufion  of  the  laid  peace,  receives  a 
proportionate  indemnification.  The 
French  republic,  in  confequenee  of 
particular  arrangements  to  be  made, 
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ffiall  unite  the  above  mentioned 
territory  with  the  Helvetic  republic, 
without  further  interference  on  the 
part  of  his  Imperial  majefty  or  the 
empire. 

7.  The  two  contracting  powers 
agree,  that  when  in  the  enluing  peace 
with  the  German  empire,  the  French 
republic  lhall  make  an  acquifition  in 
Germany,  his  Imperial  majefty  lhall 
receive  an  equivalent ;  and  if  his 
Imperial  majefty  lhall  make  such 
an  acquilition,  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  lhall  in  like  manner  receive  ail 
equivalent. 

8.  The  prince  of  Naflau  Dietz,  late 
Sladtholder  of  Holland,  lhall  receive 
a  territorial  indemnification ;  but 
neither  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Auftrian 
polYeftions,  nor  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Batavian  republic. 

9.  The  French  republic  makes  no 
difficulty  to  reftore  to  the  king  of 
Pruffiahis  pofteffions  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Rhine.  No  new  acquifition 
fh all,  however,  be  proposed  for  the 
king  of  Pruftia.  This  the  two  con¬ 
tracting  powers  mutually  guarantee. 

•  10.  Should  the  king  of  Pruftia  be 
willing  to  cede  to  the  French  and 
Batavian  republics  forme  fmall  parts 
of  his  territory  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Meufe,  at  Sevenaar,  and  other 
pofteffions  towards  the  Yflel,  his 
Imperial  majefty  will  ufe  his  influence 
that  fuch  ceffions  {hall  be  accepted 
and  rendered  valid  by  the  empire. 

1 1.  His  Imperial  majefty  will  not 
objeCt  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Imperial  fiefs  have  been  difpofed  of 
by  the  French  republic,  in  favour 
of  the  Ligurian  republic.  His 
Imperial  majefty  will  ufe  his  in¬ 
fluence,  together  with  the  French 
republic,  that  the  German  empire 
will  renounce  all  feudal  fovereignty 
over  the  countries  which  make  a 
part  of  the  Cifalpine  and  Ligurian 
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republics  ;  as  alfo  the  Imperial  fiefs, 
fuch  as  Laniguiany,  and  thofe  which 
lie  between  T  ufe  any  and  the  ftates 
of  Parma,  the  Lffiurian  and  the 
Lucchefe  republics,  and  the  late 
territory  of  Modena,  which  fiefs  make 
a  part  of  the  Cifalpine  republic. 

1.2.  His  Imperial  majefty  and  the 
French  republic  will,  in  concert, 
employ  their  influence,  in  the  courfe 
of  concluding  the  peace  of  the  empire, 
that  fuch  princes  and  ftates  of  the 
empire,  who  in  confequenee  of  the 
treaty  to  be  concluded  with  the  em¬ 
pire,  (hall  fuffer  any  lofs  in  territory 
or  rights,  particularly  the  electors  of 
Mentz,  Treves,  and  Cologne,  the 
eleCtor  palatine  of  Bavaria,  the 
duke  of  Wirtemberg  and  Teck,  the 
margrave  of  Baden,  the  duke  of 
Deux  Ponts,  the  Landgraves  of 
He  fie  Caflel  and  Darmstadt,  the 
princes  of  Naflau-Saerbruck,  Salm- 
Kyr  hu rg,  Lo w  en ft e i  11-  Wer th e i m ,  and 
Wied-Runkel,  and  the  Count  de 
Seyen,  (hall  receive  proportionable 
indemnities  in  Germany,  which  lhall 
be  fettled  by  mutual  agreement  with 
the  French  republic. 

13.  The  troops  of  his  Imperial 
majefty,  twenty  days  after  the  ex* 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  the  pre~ 
fent  treaties,  lhall  evacuate  the  towns 
and  fortreftes  of  Mentz,  Ehren- 
brritftein,  Philipfburgh,  Manheim, 
Konigftein,  Ulna,  and  Ingolftadt, 
as  alio  the  wdiole  territory  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  German  empire,  to  the 
boundaries  of  the  hereditary  ftates. 

14.  The  prefent  ferret  articles 
lhall  have  the  fame  force  as  if  they 
were  inferted  word  for  word  in  the 
public  treaty  of  peace  this  day 
figned,  and  lhall  in  like  manner  be 
ratified  at  the  fame  time  by  the 
two  contracting  powers,  which 
ratifications  fh ail  be  exchanged  in 
due  form  at  Raftadt. 


Done 
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Done  and  figned  at  Campo  Formic, 
the  17th  of  October,  1797,  26th  of 
Venderaaire,  in  the  6th  year  of  the 
French  republic,  one  and  indivifible. 
(Signed) 

Buonaparte. 

Marquis  di  Gallo. 

Louis  Count  Cobenzel. 
Count  Meerfeldt,  Major 
General. 

Count  Degelmann. 


Secret  Convention ,  concluded  at 

Raftadt,  on  the  1 ft  of  December, 

between  the  Auftrian  and  French 

Plenipotentiaries . 

FOR  the  execution  of  the  Treaty 
of  Campo  Formio,  and  the  annexed 
convention,  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
his  majefty  the  emperor,  king  of 
Bohemia  and  Hungary,  and  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  French 
republic,  with  the  French  general 
appointed  to  carry  the  provifions  of 
the  fame  into  execution,  have  agreed 
to,  and  reciprocally  guaranteed  the 
following  articles : 

1.  The  troops  of  the  emperor, 
and  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary, 
and  the  troops  of  the  empire  in  his 
pay,  (hall  evacuate  the  territory  of 
the  empire  by  the  25th  of  December, 
and  withdraw  into  the  hereditary 
hates  of  his  majefty,  and  beyond  the 
river  Inn. 

2.  The  contingent  of  the  emperor 
fhall  retire  over  the  Lech,  and  not 
be  employed  in  the  fortreffes  of  the 
empire. 

3.  The  troops  of  the  garrifon  of 
Mentz  fhall  not  amount,  on  the 
25th  of  December,  to  more  than 
1 5,000  men. 

4.  On  the  fame  day,  the  , French 
army  fhall  evacuate  the  Venetian-, 
territory,  of  which  the  emperor  (hall 
take  poffeffton. 


5.  Fifteen  thoufand  French  troops- 
fhall  remain  in  the  faid  Venetian 
territories,  as  well  to  garrifon  the 
different  fortreffes  as  to  maintain 
order. 

6.  On  the  20th  of  December, 
the  troops  of  the  emperor  fhall 
evacuate  Manheim,  Philipfburgh, 
Ehrenbreitftein,  Ulm,Ingolftadt,  and 
Wurtfburgh,  and  reftore  them  to  the 
fovereigns  to  whom  they  appertain. 
The  artillery,  ammunition,  and  pro¬ 
vifions  belonging  to  the  emperor  in 
thofe  places,  fhall  at  the  fame  time 
be  removed. 

7.  The  troops  of  the  emperor, 
and  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
provifions  appertaining  to  his  Im¬ 
perial  majefty,  fhall  be  removed 
from  Mentz  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
this  operation  fhall  be  terminated 
by  the  30th  of  December. 

8.  On  the  10th  of  December  the 
French  troops  fhall  blockade  Mentz, 
but  leave  the  communication  open 
to  the  Auftrian  troops. 

9.  Before  the  8th  of  December 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  emperor 
fhall  declare  to  the  empire  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  their  fovereign  to 
evacuate  the  territory  and  fortreffes 
of  the  empire. 

10.  The  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
emperor  fhall  take  care  to  procure 
the  furrender  of  Mentz  to  the  French 
troops,  on  the  part  of  the  elector  of 
Mentz  and  the  empire,  during  the 
negotiations,  fo  that  the  French 
troops  may  be  in  the  city  on  the 
30th  of  December  ;  and  ftiould  the 
eledtor  of  Mentz  or  the  empire, 
refule  their  confent,  the  French 
republic  fhall  compel  them  to  it  by 
force. 

11.  The  French  generals  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ehrenbreitftein  fhall  afford 
to  the  Auftrian  troops,  which  eva¬ 
cuate  that  place,  every  affiftance  on 

their 
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their  march,  and  (hall  furnifh  the 
Austrian  generals  with  horfes,  car¬ 
riages,  and  every  thing  neceffary  for 
the  conveyance  of  artillery,  ammu¬ 
nition,  or  provifions. 

12.  The  French  and  Cifalpine 
troops  (hall,  by  the  30th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  evacuate  Palma  Novo,  Olopo, 
Porto-Legnano,  Verona,  and  its  two 
cables,  and  Venice  and  the  Venetian 
territory,  to  the  line  of  demarcation. 

13.  The  commander  in  chief  of 
the  troops  of  the  emperor  in  Italy, 
and  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
French  troops,  (hall  take  all  the 
necelTary  meafures  to  fecure  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  fixth  article  ot  the 
treaty  of  Campo  Formio.  Thefe 
two  generals  (hall  alfo  provide  for 
the  removal  of  all  obftacles  which 
may  obftruct  the  taking  poffeftion, 
by  the  imperial  troops,  on  the  ftipu- 
lated  30th  of  December,  of  the  ter¬ 
ritories  and  fortreffes,  of  which  pof- 
feflion  is  to  be  given  them  according 
to  the  faid  article,  and  the  fifth 
article  of  the  annexed  fecret  con¬ 
vention. 

14.  Should  magazines  of  warlike 
(lores  and  provifions  appertaining  to 
the  French  republic,  remain  in  thefe 
territories  and  fortreffes  at  the  tune 
they  are  taken  poffeffion  of  by  the 
troops  of  his  imperial  majelty,  all 
neceffary  prote6fion  and  affiftance 
(hall  be  granted  for  the  removal  of 
fuch  magazines. 

Given  and  figned  at  Raftadt,  the 
iff  of  December,  1797  (nth 
Frimairc),  6th  year  of  the 
French  republic. 

(Signed) 

Buonaparte* 

Louis  Cobent^el. 

Count  Baillie  de  la  Tour. 
Count  JVlEERFELDTk 
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State  Payer,  publijhed  unofficially , 
and  faid  to  contain  the  Bajis  of  the 
Peace  to  be  concluded  at  Raftadt, 
containing  the  chief  Articles  agreed 
upon  at  Campo  Formio,  which  are 
to  be  ratified  at  Raftadt,  by  the 
Congrefs  affembled  there. 

I.  ALL  the  ecclefiafticai  dates  in 
Germany,  efpecially  thofe  having 
poffeflions  on  the  left  borders  of  the 
Rhine,  (hall  be  fecularized  for  the 
benefit  of  the  ele&ors; 

II.  As  much  as  is  poffible,  the 
mod  important  dates  (hall  receive 
natural  frontiers,  to  be  fixed  upon. 

III.  The  king  of  England  lofes  his 
poffeflions  in  Germany,  and,  with 
the  electorate,  alfo  his  influence  in 
the  German  empire, 

Defign  and  Means  for  the  Execution* 

I.  Fi  ance  takes  the  Rhine  as  the 
natural  frontier.  All  the  country 
between  Germerftieim  and  Rhine- 
bergen  (hall  be  incorporated  to  the 
republic,  together  with  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  of  Ehrenbreitftein  and  Caffel, 
The  French  to  eredt  bridgeheads 
oppolite  Huninguen,  Strafburg,,  and 
Cologne;  that  near  Manheim  is  to 
be  razed.  The  navigation  on  the 
Rhine  to  be  free  for  the  French  and 
Germans,  and  neither  nation  fhall  be 
allowed  to  eftablifh  tolls  orimpofts. 

II.  Holland  receives  that  part  of 
Germany  on  the  left  Rhine  border, 
which  lies  north  of  Venio,  Gueldern* 
and  Rhinebergen,  viz  a  final i  part 
of  the  eleHorate  of  Cologne,  the 
Prufhan  (bare  of  Gueldres,  and  that 
part  of  the  duchy  of  Cleves  fituate 
on  the  left  Rhine  border — here  the 
river  Ems  makes  the  frontiers  of 
Holland,  viz.  from  its  fource  to 
the  town  of  Rheme,  where  it  be¬ 
comes  navigable.  From  Rheine  to 
Haltern,  where  the  Stever  and  Lipp® 

*  F  f  unite,* 
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unite,  fhall  be  drawn  a  ftraight  line, 
and  every  thing  {ituated  on  this  fide 
of  the  line,  and  on  the  right  border 
of  the  Lippe,  thall  alfo  be  joined 
to  Holland,  inclufive  of  the  city  of 
Wefel,  viz. 

1.  One  fmall  part  of  Eaft  Frief- 
land. — 2.  A  confiderable  part  of  the 
bifhopric  of  Munfter,  with  the  towns 
Saesfeld,  Hortfman,  and  Haltern.— 
3.  The  Marquifate  Bentheim  and 
Stemfurth. —  4.  That  part  of  the 
duchy  of  Cleves  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Lippe.  The  navigation  of 
tiiis  and  the.  river  Ems  to  be  free 
for  Germany  and  Holland,  and  no 
impofts  or  tolls  are  to  be  eftabliftied. 

III.  The  houfe  of  Auftria  re¬ 
nounces  in  favour  of  bis  Pruffian 
majeffy  its  poffefiions  in  Poland  and 
Silefia,  on  the  left  border  of  the 
Weichfel  or  Viftula.  In  favour  of 
the  elector  of  Bavaria,  of  the  duke 
of  Wirtemhers;.  and  the  margrave  of 
Baaden,  the  whole  Auftrian  Suabia, 
and  that  part  of  Tyrol  lituate  on  the 
left  border  of  the  Inn— for  which  it 
is  to  receive, 

1.  That  part  of  the  Bavarian  cir¬ 
cuit  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Inn, 
containing  part  of  the  duchy  of  Ba¬ 
varia,  the  archbifhopric  Salzburg, 
an d  the  provoftfhip  Berchtolfgaden. 

• — 2.  That  part  of  Bavaria  and  Upper 
Palatinate  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
Tab  ;  a! ft)  that  part  of  the  metro¬ 
politan  bifhopric  of  Paffau  to  the  left 
of  the  Danube,  and  to  the  right  of 
the  Inn. — 3.  The  fmall  part  of  the 
marquifate  Bayreuth,  fituated  on  the 
right  of  the  Eger.  From  the  fource 
of  the  Rab  a  ftraigbt  line  to  be 
drawn  to  the  fource  of  the  Eger, 
end  all  the  country  on  this  fide  of 
the  line  to  be  incorporated  with  the 
houfe  of  Auftria. 

IV.  Pmftia  renounces  in  favour 
of  France  and  Holland  his  poffeffions 


on  the  left  of  the  Rhine  in  the  circles 
of  Weftphalia  and  Franconia,  and 
that  part  of  Pomerania  on  the  left 
to  the  Oder,  the  lordfhips  Lora  and 
Klettenberg,  his  poffeffions  in  the 
county  Mansfield,  part  of  the  duchy 
of  Magdeburg,  known  by  the  name 
of  Saal  circle,  for  which  he  receives, 

1 .  That  part  of  Poland  and  Silefia 
to  the  left  of  the  Viftula. — 2.  The 
whole  marquifate  Laufitz. — 3.  The 
poffeffions  of  the  king  of  England 
fituated  to  the  left  of  the  Elbe  and 
the  right  of  the  Wefer,  which  river 
is  to  form  the  boundary  of  the 
Pruftian  dominions  on  the  fide  of  the 
circle  of  Weftphalia:  they  contain 
nearly  the  electorate,  and  almoft  the 
whole  county  of  Bremen  and  Verden, 
the  county  Spiegelberg,  and  part  of 
the  county  Hoy  a. — 4.  The  imperial 
free  towns  of  Bremen  and  Gofiau. — 
5.  The  ftates  of  the  duke  of  Brimf- 
w i ck Wol fenbuttle. — 6  .The  bishopric 
Hildeftieim. — 7.  The  pofteftions  or 
territory  of  the  city  of  Hamburgh 
to  the  left  of  the  Elbe. — 8.  That 
part  of  the  Abbey  Corvey,  or  the 
right  of  the  Wefer,  and  the  county 
of  Schaumburg. 

V.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  re¬ 
nounces  his  poffeffions  on  the  left  of 
the  Rhine,  the  duchy  of  Bergen,  the 
part  of  Bavaria  intended  for  Auftria 
(fee  above),  and  receives  in  return, 

1.  The  biffioprics  Regenlburg  and 
Freyfmgen,  and  that  part  of  the 
bifhopric  Paffau  fituated  on  the  left 
of  the  Inn. — 2.  That  part  of  the 
circle  of  Franconia  on  the  left  of  the 
Mayn,  viz.  the  bifhopric  Eichftad, 
great  portions  of  the  bifhoprics  Bam¬ 
berg  and  Wurzburg,  the  marquifate 
Anfpach,  and  the  free  imperial  cities 
Windfheim,  Rethenburg,  Ne  an  burg, 
with  their  territories,  and  the  pof¬ 
feffions  of  the  grand  maker  of  the 
Germanic  order. — 3.  Auftrian  Suabia 

(with 
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(with  exception  of  Brifgau  and  the 
county  Iiohenberg),  the  lordlhips  of 
V oral  berg,  and  the  part  of  Tyrol  on 
the  left  of  the  Inn. — 4.  The  bifhoprics 
Conflanz  and  Aufburg,  ■  with  the 
abbeys,  provoftfhips,  and  imperial 
free  towns  in  the  circle  of  Suabia, 
excepting  thofe  included  in  the  hates 
of  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  and  the 
margrave  of  Baaden. — 5.  That  part 
of  the  bifhoprics  of  Worms  and 
Speyer  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine,  in¬ 
cluding  Philipfburg. — -6.  That  part 
of  the  electorate  of  Mayence  on  the 
-left  of  the  Mayn,  with  the  exception 
of  fome  diftrids  to  be  given  to  the 
landgrave  of  Heffe  Darmftadt. 

Part  of  the  Lower  Palatinate  on 
the  left  of  the  Rhine,  excepting  the 
city  of  Caub,  with  its  appendages, 
intended  for  the  landgrave  of  Heffen 
Rheinfels,  together  with  all  No.  5, 
and  6,  in  fpecified  countries,  fhall  be 
made  over  to  the  duke  of  Deux  Pouts, 
as  the  probable  heir  to  the  elector  of 
Bavaria,  who  renounces  all"  his  pof- 
fefiions  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine  in 
favour  of  France. 

VI.  The  houfe  of  Heffe  receives 
for  its  poffeffions  on  the  left  of  the 
Rhine  the  lordihips  Lichfeenau  and 
Wildftadt  in  Suabia,  ditto  in  the 
principality  of  Hennenberg  in  Fran¬ 
conia,  in  the  counties  of  Schaum¬ 
burg,  and  Hoya,  and  Pyrmont  in 
Weftphalia,  viz. 

1 .  The  landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel : 

That  part  of  the  eledorate  of 

Mayence,  inclofed  by  Heffia,  viz.  the 
bailiwicks  Amoneburg  and  Frizlaar. 
The  bifhoprics  Fulda  and  Paderborn. 
The  duch  y  of  Weftphalia,  appertain¬ 
ing  to  the  electorate  of  Cologne. 
The  electoral  dignity. 

2.  The  landgrave  of  Heffe  Darm¬ 
ftadt  : 

The  (hare  of  the  electorate  of 
Mayence  on  the  right  of  the  Mayn* 
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till  towards  Caub.  The  fmall  part 
of  the  fame  eledorate  on  the  left  of 
the  Mayn,  a  little  above  Afchaffen- 
berg,  tiil  towards  Hanau,  viz.  the 
Bailiwicks  Steinheim,  Dieburg,  and 
fome  other  diffricts  to  the  north  of 
the  county  of  Erbach,  comp  riling 
among  others  the  towns  Seligen- 
ftadt,  and  Horlheim,  together  with 
the  bailiwick  Gernlheim,  fituated  on 
the  Rhine  ;  but  the  remaining  part 
on  the  left  Mayn  borders  will  be 
joined  to  the  palatinate.  The  free  im» 
penal  cities  Frankfort  on  the  Mayn, 
and  Wetzlaer  with  its  territories. 

3.  The  landgrave  of  Heffe  Rhein- 
fels  Rothenburg  : 

Thofe  parts  of  the  eledorate  of 
Mayence,  fituated  on  the  Lahn.  The 
poffeffion  of  the  eledorate  of  Treves, 
or  Trier,  to  the  left  of  the  Lahn. 
The  city  of  Caub,  with  all  its  ap« 
purtenances. 

4.  The  landgrave  of  Heffe  Horn- 
burg  to  receive  the  free  imperial 
city  of  Fritzlar. 

V  II.  The  duke  of  Wirtemberg  to 
have, 

1.  The  county  of  Iiohenberg.—* 
Q.  Axil  the  free  imperial  towns  and 
bailiwicks  of  the  circle  of  Suabia, 
furrounded  by  the  ftates  of  the  duke* 
— 3.  The  electoral  dignity. 

VI I L  The  margrave  of  Baaden 
to  obtain,  for  his  pofieffions  on  the 
left  of  the  Rhine,  and  thole  of  the 
Brifgau, 

1.  That  part  of  the  bifhopric  of 
Straftmrgh  on  the  right  borders  of 
the  Rhine. —  2  .The  lordfbips  ©f  Lich- 
tenau,  Wildftadt,  and  Lahn. — 3.  All 
the  Ortenau.— 4.  The  imperial  free 
cities  of  Offenburgh,  Zelle,  Gengen- 
bach,  with  the  abbies  of  the  fame 
name. 

IX.  The  houfe  of  Naffau  to  re¬ 
nounce  its  poffeffions  on  the  left  of 
the  Rhine  and  the  Eras,  in  favour  of 
*  E  f  2  France 
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France  and  Holland,  as  alfo  the  lord- 
Ihip  of  Lohr,  and  obtains  in  return, 

1.  The  prince  of  NalTau  Dietz 
(late  hereditary  lladtholder), 

The  duchy  of  Bergen,  with  the 
city  of  Dufleldorff. —  That  part  of 
the  duchy  of  Cleves  on  the  left  of 
the  Lippe.-— The  abbies  of  Ellen 
and  Verden. — The  county  of  Reck- 
linghaufen,  depending  on  the  electo¬ 
rate  of  Cologne. — The  county  of 
Mark,  with  the  imperial  free  town 
of  Dortmund.— That  fmall  part  of 
the  electorate  of  Cologne  on  the  right 
of  the  Rhine,  to  the  North- weft  of 
Nonnenwerden,  containing,  among 
ethers,  the  town  of  Konigfwinter. — 
The  electoral  dignity,  under  the 
title  of  elector  of  NalTau  Bergen  : 
for  which  this  prince  is  to  give  up 
his  prefen t  polfelfions  to  the  other 
branches  of  his  houfe. 

2.  The  other  branches  of  NalTau, 
viz.  the  princes  of  NalTau  Weilburg, 
NalTau  Ufingen,  and  Saarbruk,  are 
to  divide  among  them, 

The  county  of  Dietz,  Ufingen, 
Djllenburgh,  and  Beilftein. — The 
Pruffian  polfeffions  in  the  county  of 
Sayn. — -'That  part  of  Treves  and 
Cologne  which  extends  on  the  right 
to  the  Rhine,  from  the  right  of  the 
Lahn,  towards  Nonnenwerden. 

X.  The  duke  of  Brunfwick  Wol- 
fenbuttle  gives  up  his  dominions  to 
PrufTia,  and  obtains  in  return, 

1  .The  bilhopric  of  Ofnabruck,  and 
a  confiderable  part  of  that  of  Mun- 
iter,  among  others  the  city  of  this 
name  (vid.  Holland). — 2. The  greater 
part  ot  the  principality  of  Minden, 
and  the  county  of  Hoya,  and  a  fmall 
part  of  the  duchy  of  Bremen  and 
Verden,  viz.  what  is  lituated  on  the 
left  of  the  Wefer.— 3.  The  counties 
of  Lingen,  Tecklenburgh,  Diepholz, 
and  llavenlberg. — 4.  Almoft  the 
whole  principality  ofEaft  Friefiand, 


extending  on  the  left  of  the  Ems 
(vid.  Holland). — 5.  The  electoral 
dignity,  under  the  title  of  elector  of 
Weftphalia. 

XI.  The  houfe  of  Schaumburg- 
Lippe  renounces  all  its  poffellions  on 
the  right  of  the  Wefer,  in  favour  of 
Pruffia,  and  receives  in  return, 

1.  Thofe  parts  of  the  landgravs 
of  Hefie  Caffel  in  the  county  of 
Schaumburg-Lippe  and  Pyrmont. — 
2.  Such  parts  of  the  electorate  of 
Hanover,  fituated  on  the  left  of  the 
Wefer,  between  the  bilhoprics  of 
Paderborn  and  counties  of  Schaum¬ 
burg  and  Pyrmont,  containing, 
among  others,  the  fmall  towns  of 
Poll,  Bodenwerden,  and  Lezhain, 
with  the  county  of  Sternberg. — 3. 
That  part  of  the  Abbey  Corvey  on 
the  left  of  the  Wefer. — 4.  The 
Prullian  dominions,  and  thofe  of  the 
bilhop  of  Paderborn,  fituate  in  the 
county  of  Lippe,  viz.  Lippftadt,  and 
the  bailiwick  Salenberg,  Oldenburg, 
and  Stoppleberg. 

XII.  The  houfe  of  Saxony  to 
give  up  the  marquifate  Laulitz,  und 
to  obtain, 

1 .  The  elector  of  Saxony, 

The  whole  county  of  Mansfeldt, 
the  lordlhips  Lora  and  Kettenberg, 
and  the  Saal  circuit. — The  Hanove¬ 
rian  poffelTions  in  the  county  of  Plo- 
henftein. — The  free  imperial  towns 
of  Mulhaulen  and  Northhaufen. — • 
Eichsfeld  and  Erfurt,  with  the  ter¬ 
ritory  belonging  to  the  eleftorate  of 
Mayence. — That  part  of  the  Fran¬ 
conian  circle  on  the  left  of  the  Eger, 
and  the  right  of  the  Mayn,  viz.  part 
of  the  bilhopric  Bamberg,  Wurzburg, 
and  the  marquifate  of  Bayreuth; 
further  the  free  imperial  city  of 
Schweinfurt. 

2.  The  other  branches  of  the 
Saxon  line,  to  divide  among  them 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  eledorate 

of 
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©f  Saxony,  and  the  landgrave  of 
Hefie  Cafiel,  in  the  principality  of 
Henneberg. 

XIII.  The  king  of  Denmark  gives 
up  to  Sweden  the  ifle  of  Bornholm, 
and  the  right  of  the  Sound  duties, 
for  which  he  is  to  obtain, 

l.  The  Hanoverian  dominions  on 
the  right  of  the  Elbe. — The  tree 
imperial  towns  of  Hamburgh  and 
Lubeck,  with  the  bifhopric  of  the 
fame  name. — 3.  The  electoral  dig¬ 
nity  as  duke  of  Holftein. 

XIV.  Sweden  to  receive, 

1.  That  part  of  the  duchy  of 
Pomerania  on  the  left  of  the  Oder. 
-^—2.  The  ifie  of  Bornholm  and  the 
Sound  duties. 

XV.  Switzerland  to  renounce  to 
France  Muhlhaufen,  fituate  in  the 
department  of  the  Upper  Rhine  ; 
and  that  part  of  the  canton  to  Bafle 
on  the  left  of  the  Birle ;  the  prin¬ 
cipality  Neufchatel,  and  the  city  of 
Genf,  with  its  territory,  againft  that 
of  Rrifgau  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine. 

The  ci-devant  duke  of  Modena 
fhall  receive  for  indemnifications, 

1.  The  part  of  the  marquifate 
Baden,  fituate  in  the  Brifgau. — a. 
The  eftates  of  the  great  prior  of  the 
Maltefe  order,  refiding  at  Heiter- 
fheim  in  Brifgau, 

The  German  Constitution. 

I.  The  emperor  of  Germany  to  be 
elected  by  the  eledors,  whole  num¬ 
ber  is  to  be  nine,  viz.  electors  of 
Bohemia,  Brandenburgh,  Bavaria, 
Saxony,  Wirtemburg,  Heffe  Cafiel, 
'Weftphalia  (duke  of  Brunfwick 
Wolfenbuttle),  Holftein  (king  of 
Denmark),  Nafiau  Bergen  (ci-devant 
hereditary  ftadtholder.) 

II.  The  emperor  to  have  the  pre- 
fidency  at  the  affembly,  which  is 
only  to  decide  on  the  treaties  be¬ 
tween  the  dates  of  the  empire,  on 


war  and  peace,  and  in  general  on  the 
objeds  comprifing  their  refpediye 
interefts. 

III.  The  imperial  afiemblies  to 
con  fill  only  of  one  chamber  to  be. 
clafied, 

The  emperor  to  have  fix  votes,  as 
emperor  and  elector  of  Bohemia. — - 
The  eledors;  each  of  whom  to  have 
four  votes. — The  princes  whole  re¬ 
venues  amount  to  two  millions  of 
livres,  to  have  three  votes  each, — 
Thofe  whole  revenues  amount  to  one 
million,  to  have  each  two  votes. — • 
Thofe  whofe  revenues  amount  only 
to  300,000  livres  (about  24,000/. 
flerling,)  to  remain  under  the  jurif- 
diction  of  fuch  eledorates  whofe 
dominions  are  nearelt  their  own. — 
Each  of  the  imperial  Hates  entitled 
to  a  feat  and  vote  in  the  diet  may, 
without  the  content  of  the  empire, 
make  treaties,  either  with  their 
co.ellates,  or  with  foreign  powers, 
refpeding  the  arrangement  of  the 
boundaries  of  their  feveral  poffef- 
fions,  and  alfo  their  lecurities  and 
commerce. — Each  imperial  Hate 
may  efiablilh  within  its  own  jurif- 
didion,  fchools,  academies,  &c.  The 
electors  and  princes  only,  whofe  re¬ 
venues  amount  to  two  millions  of 
livres  (or  83,333  ^  fterling),  can  ex- 
ercife  the  privilege  of  coinage,  and 
the  right  de  non  appellando.  The 
union  of  two  eledorates  never  to 
be  admitted,  if  an  eledor  fliould 
have  no  fuccefior,  or  lawful  heir,  the 
reft  of  the  eledors  fhall  eled  a  new 
one  from  among  the  imperial  ftates, 
which  po  fiefs  the  feat-vote  in  the 
diet.  The  dominions  of  the  other 
princes  who  leave  no  heirs  or  fuc- 
ceffors,  fhall  be  incorporated  with 
the  pofieffions  of  the  next  neigh¬ 
bouring  eledors,  or  with  thole  fitu¬ 
ate  in  the  fame  circles.  There,  fhall 
be  eftablilhed  a  higlieft  court  of 
*  F  f  3  jnftice* 
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juftice,  whole  members  fhali  be 
appointed  in  the  diet,  and  who  are 
to  decide  on  the  differences  and  dis¬ 
putes  ariling  among  the  dates  of 
the  emp  re. — The  fubjeds  of  the 
dates  which  do  not  enjoy  the  right 
de  non  avpdlando ,  may  appeal  to 
the  high  eft  court  of  juftice. 


Arret  of  the  Executive  Directory  of 
the  1 2th  Vent  of c  ( Match  2,)  1797. 

THE  executiv  directory  hav¬ 
ing  confu.lt.ed  the  law  of  the  pth 
.March,  1793,  confidering  that  the 
flags  of  neutral  powers  being  no 
longer  refpected  by  the  enemies  of 
the  French  republic,  and  all  the 
rights  of  men  being  violated  to  their 
prejudice,  it  is  no  longer  permitted 
to  the  Fi  each  people  to  fulfil  towards 
thole  powers  in  general  that  with 
which  they  havefo  often  manifefted, 
and  which  they  will  conftan.tly  enter¬ 
tain,  lor  the  full  and  entire  freedom 
of  commerce  and  na\igation,  directs, 
among  other  difpodtions, 

id.  That  Ihips  of  war  and  priva¬ 
teers  may  Hop,  and  bring  into  the 
ports  of  the  republic,  neutral  fbips 
which  fliall  be  charged,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  with  merclrandife  belonging 
to  the  enemy.. 

2d.  rl  hat  merclrandife  belonging 
to  the  enemy  lhall  be  declared  good 
and  lawful  prize,  and  be  confifcated 
to  the  profit  of  the  captors. 

3d.  That  in  all  cafes  neutral  drips 
lhall  be  releafed  the  moment  that 
the  merclrandife  feized  is  difcbarged ; 
that  tlr e  freight  of  it  (hall  be  paid 
at  the  rate  which  fliall  have  been 
ftipuiated  by  the  configners ;  and 
that  a  juft  indemnity  (hall  be  granted 
on  account  of  their  detention,  by  the 
tribunals  competent  to  decide  upon 
the  validity  of  prizes. 

4th.  That  thefe  tribunals  fliall  be 


direded  hefides  to  fend,  three  days 
after  the  decidon,  a  double  inventory 
of  the  merclrandife  to  the  minifter 
of  marine,  and  another  to  the  minider 
for  foreign  affairs. 

5th.  That  the  prefent  law,  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  the  captures  that  have 
been  made  farce  the  declaration  of 
war,  fliall  ceale  to  have  effect  as  foon 
as  the  enemy  fhali  have  declared 
non-feizabJe,  although  de  dined  for 
the  ports  of  the  Republic,  the  mer¬ 
chandise  laden  on  board  neutral 
drips,  which  fhali  belong  to  the 
government,  or  to  French  citizens. 

Having-  feen  the  law  of  the  27th 
of  July,  1793,  which  directs  the 
foregoing  law  to  be  fully  executed ; 
having  alio  feen  the  7th  article  of 
the  law  of  the  igthNivofe,  third 
year,  which  enjoins  all  the  agents 
of  the  Republic  to  refped  and  ob- 
lerve  in  all  their  difpodtions  the 
treaties  which  unite  France  to  the 
neutral  powers  of  the  continent,  and 
to  the  United  States  of  America; 
'confidering  that  this  laft  law  is 
derogatory  to  the  law  of  the  9th  of 
May,  1793,  refolves  as  follows  : 

Art.  1.  The  commiffaries  of  the 
executive  diredory,  with  the  civil 
tribunals  of  the  department,  fhali 
take  care  that,  in  the  contefts  upon 
the  validity  of  marine  prizes,  no 
decidon  fliall  be  founded  upon  the 
7th  article  of  the  law  of  the  ]  3th 
Nivofe,  without  the  minider  of 
juftice  having  been  previoufly  con- 
fid  ted,  conformably  to  the  third 
article  of  the  lgw  of  the  8th  Floreal, 
fourth  year,  relative  to  the  treaties, 
in  virtue  of  which  neutral  pedons 
pretend  to  withdraw  themfelves,  by 
means  of  the  fird  of  thefe  laws,  from 
the  execution  of  that  of  the  9th  of 
March,  1793. 

2d.  The  minider  of  juftice  fliall 
examine,  whether  the  treaties  ltill 

fubfidj 
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fubfift,  or  whether  they  have  been 
modified  fmce  the  conclulion  of 
them.  There  (hall  be  furniflied  to 
them  by  the  mini  iter  for  foreign 
affairs,  all  the  documents  of  which 
they  (hall  (land  in  need  ;  and  refe¬ 
rence  (hall  be  made  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  directory,  as  it  is  prefcribed 
by  the  law  of  the  8th  Flo  real,  fourth 
year. 

3d.  The  Directory  remind  all 
French  citizens,  that  the  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  on  the  6th  of  February,  17785 
between  France  and  the  United 
States,  has  been,  on  the  terms  of 
the  feeond  article,  modified  ot  full 
right  by  that  which  has  been  con¬ 
cluded  at  London  on  the  19th  No¬ 
vember,  1794,  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  England  :  in 
confequence, 

lft.  After  the  article  17th  of  the 
treaty  of  London,  of  the  19th  No¬ 
vember,  1794,  all  merchandize  of 
the  enemy’s,  or  merchandize  not 
lufficiently  ascertained  to  be  neutral, 
conveyed  under  American  flags, 
(hall  be  confifcated  ;  but  the  fhip  on 
board  of  which  fuch  merchandize 
(ball  be  found,  fhall  be  releafed  and 
given  to  the  proprietor.  The  com- 
mifiaries  of  the  Diredory  are  en¬ 
joined  to  accelerate,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  the  decfifiori 
of  the  contefls  which  fhall  arife, 
either  upon  the  validity  of  the  cap¬ 
tures  of  the  cargoes,  or  upon  freights 
and  infurances. 

2d,  According  to  the  1 8th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  London,  dated  the 
19th  of  November,  1794,  relative 
to  articles  declared  contraband  by 
the  -24th  article  of  the  treaty,  dated 
February  6th,  1778,  are  added  the 
following : 

Ship-timber ; 

Oakum,  pitch,  and  rosin  ; 


Copper  for  (heathing  vefiels  ; 

Sails,  hemp,  and  cordage  ; 
and  every  thing  which  ierves  diredly 
or  indiredly  to  the  arming  and 
equipping  of  vefiels,  excepting  bar 
iron,  and  fir  in  planks.  Thefe  articles 
fhall  be  confifcated  as  often  as  they 
(hall  be  defiined,  or  attempted  to  be 
carried  to  the  enemy. 

3d.  According  to  the  21ft  article 
of  the  treaty  of  London  of  the  above 
date,  every  American  who  (hall  hold 
a  commifiion  from  the  enemies  of 
France,  as  well  as  every  feaman  of 
that  nation  competing  the  crew 
of  the  (hips  and  vefiels,  (hall,  by  this 
act  alone  be  declared  piratical,  and 
treated  as  fuch,  without  (offering 
the  party  to  eftablilh  that  the  adt 
was  the  confequence  of  threats  or 
violence. 

4th.  In  purfuanee  of  the  law  of 
the  14th  February,  1793,  the  regu¬ 
lations  of  the  2 lit  October,  1794, 
and  of  the  26th  July,  (hall  be  com¬ 
plied  with,  according  to  their  form 
and  terror. 

Every  American  (hip  (hall  there¬ 
fore  be  deemed  a  lawful  prize,  which 
(hall  not  have  on  board  a  bill  of 
lading  in  due  form,  according  to  the 
plan  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  the 
6th  of  February  1778,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  which  is  enjoined  by  the  25th 
and  27th  articles  of  that  treaty. 

5th.  The  commiffioners  of  the 
executive  directory  are  required  to 
carry  into  effect  the  penalties  that 
attach  on  all  clandeltine  attempts 
that  may  be  made  by  American,  or 
vefiels  belonging  to  any  other  nation, 
to  pafs  as  neutral,  on  board  the 
veffel  where  the  fraud  is  attempted 
to  be  pra&ifed,  in  the  manner  that 
thefe  penalties  have  been  repeatedly 
carried  into  effect  during  the  prefent 
war.  The  penalty  (hail  attach  where 
*  F  f  4  th$ 
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the  blanks  in  the  confignnients  and 
invoices  are  not  filled  up,  though 
figned  and  fealed,  where  the  papers 
are  in  the  form  of  letters,  contain¬ 
ing  fictitious  fignatures;  where  there 
are  double  pafi'ports,  or  policies,  fpe- 
cifying  different  deftinations;  where 
confignment  is  made  to  two  or  more 
factors,  and  where  there  are  different 
receipts  or  papers  of  any  kind  which 
confign  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
fame  goods  to  different  owners  or 
different  deftinations. 

6th.  By  this  article,  provifions  of 
the  treaty  of  the  gth  Frimaire  laft, 
relative  to  freight  and  infurance, 
are  repealed,  as  far  as  they  apply  to 
infurance. 

7th.  The  prefent  treaty  fhall  be 
publifhed  in  the  bulletin  of  the  laws. 
The  minifters  of  the  marine  and  of 
the  colonies,  of  juftice,  and  for 
foreign  affairs,  are  charged  with  the 
execution  of  it  in  their  refpedtive 
departments. 

(Signed)  Reweell,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 


McJJ'age  from  the  Directory  of  the 
French  Republic,  on  the  -24 th  of 
July ,  to  the  Council  of  Five 
v  Hundred. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  lamentable  ffate  of  the 
finances  becomes  worfe  every  mo¬ 
ment  ;  all  the  branches  of  the  public 
fervice  buffer ;  they  will  all  fail  toge¬ 
ther  in  a  few  days,  if  a  prompt 
remedy  be  not  adminiftered. 

A  view  of  their  actual  fituation 
will  demonftrate  this  fad  truth.  The 
accounts  of  credit,  opened  fince  the 
3  ft  Vendemiaire  to  this  day,  amount 
to  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  five 
millions.  The  fums  paid  in  the 
aforefaid  period,  fuch  as  annuities 


and  penfions,  and  the  falaries  int 
myriogrammes,  amount  to  twenty 
or  twenty-five  millions ;  the  total 
fums  of  which  the  payment  has  been 
authorifed  by  the  legifiative  body,  to 
about  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
millions. 

Of  this  fum,  the  minifiers  have 
ffill  feventy  millions  to  difpofe.  The 
minifter  of  finance  has  fufpended  the 
payment  of  thirty-eight  millions, 
on  orders  of  payment  delivered  to 
him.  That  fum  may,  to  a  certain 
degree,  be  confidered  as  if  it  had  not 
been  appointed  to  be  paid ;  and 
thence  it  relults,  that  the  expences 
actually  difburfed,  whether  by  the 
authority  of  the  two  councils  of  the 
legifiative  body,  by  the  minifters, 
or  by  other  perfons,  amount  only  to 
three  hundred  and  feventeen  miF 
lions.  The  expences  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  Italy  are  not  included  in 
this  fum,  except  fome  fums  parti- 
*  cularly  authorifed  ;  becaufe,  as  the 
army  lives  on  the  produce  of  the 
contributions  which  it  caufes  to  be 
levied,  the  account  will  be  regulated 
definitively.  But  the  army  of  Italy 
conftitutes  not  the  foie  force  which 
the.  republic  fupports  ;  it  has  betides 
under  its  ftandards,  the  armies  of 
the  Rhine  and  Mofelle,  the  Sambre 
and  the  Meufe,  the  garrifons  of  the 
interior,  the  extraordinaries  of  the 
marine,  &c.;  and  when  the  political 
fituation  of  the  republic  is  considered 
with  impartiality,  itfhould  be  matter 
of  furprife  to  fee  ourfelves  arriving 
within  two  months  of  concluding  the 
year,  with  a  limple  authority  for  the 
expence  of  three  hundred  and  feven¬ 
teen  millions,  whereas  previous  to 
the  revolution,  much  greater  films 
were  expended  in  ordinary  periods. 

Doubtlefs,  the  fum  total  of  the 
expences  is  not  yet  exactly  known, 

nor 
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nor  confequently  fettled  ;  but  what 
we  already  know  and  perceive,  fup- 
ports  the  force  of  this  obfervation. 

This  date  of  things  will  appear 
Hill  more  aftonifhing,  when  you 
eonfider,  that  of  thefe  three  hundred 
and  feventeen  millions  expended, 
more  than  eighty  are  Hill  due  to  the 
parties  who  fhould  receive  them,  and 
that  their  titles  confift  either  in  a 
pledge  on  the  value  of  national  pro¬ 
perty,  or  on  the  produce  ot  con¬ 
tributions  to  be  brought  in  ;  thence 
it  refults,  that  if,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  authorifed  expences  amount  to 
three  hundred  and  feventeen  millions, 
the  payments  made  amount  only  to 
two  hundred  and  forty,  or  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  millions.  All  the 
chefts  however  are  empty.  We 
exist  only  from  day  to  day ;  and  this 
pofition,  well  known  to  the  national 
treafury,  ought  to  prevail  over  all 
the  hypothetical  calculations  which 
may  be  prefented  to  attempt  to 
deftroy  it.  Its  exa&nefs  is  befides 
demonftrated  by  all  the  fiatements 
of  monies  already  received,  and  of 
thofe  to  be  received,  which  the 
commiflaries  of  the  national  treafury 
have  prefented  almoft  every  month. 
You  will  thence  fee,  citizens  rep  re- 
fentatives,  that  whatever  efforts  we 
ufe,  we  cannot  calculate,  by  the  ex- 
ifiing  laws,  on  more  than  twenty- 
four  or  twenty-five  millions ;  you 
muft  alfo  forefee,  that  the  amount  of 
the  two  or  three  following  months 
will  not  arrive,  by  reafon  of  the 
flownefs  experienced  in  the  receipt 
of  diredt  contributions  during  the 
harveft.  If  calculations  apparently 
higher  are  prefented,  they  give  only 
nominal  eftimates ;  but  it  is  not  with 
them  that  the  public  fervice  can  be 
maintained.  What  imports  it,  in 
reality,  that  the  receipts  amount  to 
fifty  millions  (if  you  will)  per  month, 


if  we  muft  deduct  therefrom  ten 
millions  remitted  by  orders  of  dif- 
charge,  as  many  in  bonsde  requijition , 
two  millions  tn  cotte  nationale,  three 
millions  in  charges,  which  are 
reckoned  neither  in  the  accounts 
of  receipt  nor  expenditure  ;  as  then 
there  remain  only  twenty-five ,  at 
difpofal. 

It  has  been  complained,  that,  in 
order  to  luftain  the  public  fervice, 
bons  have  been  given,  payable  out 
of  the  contributions  to  be  levied ; 
but  with  regard  to  fums  failed,  there 
refulted  feme  inconveniences.  What 
meafure  is  exempted  from  incon¬ 
venience,  when  the  receipt  is  below 
the  expenditure  ?  The  executive 
directory  has  endeavoured  to  flop 
this  proceeding,  by  deciding  that? 
in  future,  no  order  of  payment  fiiall 
be  delivered  but  on  difpofable  funds. 
To  commence  putting  this  meafure 
in  practice,  there  was  of  public  trea- 
fure  only,  759,970  livres;  it  was 
necefiary,  from  the  want  of  docu¬ 
ments,  to  eonfider  as  already  col- 
ledted,  all  the  prefumed  incomes  of 
a  whole  decade.  Making  a.  due 
diftribution  of  this  fum,  there  re¬ 
mains  difpofable  for  the  fervice  of 
ten  days,  after  deducing  the  pay  of 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  army,  the  an¬ 
nuities,  penfions,  and  indemnifica¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflative  body,  only 
234,000  livres.  That  fum  being 
evidently  infufficient,  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury  have  been 
required  to  endeavour  to  procure 
500,000  livres  by  negotiation  ;  they 
replied,  that  they  were  unable  to 
procure  it ;  and  if  they  had  not 
been  able  to  announce,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  we  might  calculate  on 
400,000  livres,  arifing  from  an  in¬ 
terior  operation,  we  fiiould  have 
found  ourfelves  under  an  impoffibi- 
lity  of  making  fupplies  which  could 

not 
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not  be  fufpended  without  endanger* 
ing  the  public  fafety. 

The  executive  diredory  has  often 
already  fubmitted  to  you,  citizens 
reprefen t&tives,  its  obfervations  on 
this  (object ;  it  dreads  not  making 
known  the  ftate  of  the  public  for¬ 
tune,  becaufe  it  is  convinced  of  the 
poffibility  of  recruiting  it,  fo  as  to 
re-animate  the  confidence  of  good 
citizens,  to  ftrike  defpair  into  our 
internal  enemies,  to  afionilh  our 
external,  and  finally  to  demonftrate, 
that  the  revolution  has  not  been 
made  in  France,  to  terminate  in  that 
ftate  of  diftrefs  which  is  now  expe¬ 
rienced  in  that  country. 

You  will  obferve,  citizens  repre- 
fentatives,  that  we  are  reduced  to 
re-afiefs  the  landed  contribution 
which  ought  to  have  been  leviable 
ten  months  ago ;  that  the  law  which 
was  to  produce  fixty  millions  by 
the  perfonal  contribution  of  the  5th 
year,  is  not  yet  made;  that  the 
great  communes  have  not  at  their 
difpofition  the  fupplementary  means 
which  are  necefl'ary  for  their  local 
expences,  and  that  we  are  under  the 
neceffity  of  remitting  to  the  com¬ 
mune  of  Paris,  that  it  may  provide 
for  its  local  expences,  almoft  all  the 
taxes  of  the  department  of  the 
Seine  ;  that  the  indirect  contribu¬ 
tions  announced  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  are  not  even  yet  put  in 
a  train  of  difcuftion ;  that  the  im¬ 
provements  which  may  be  attained 
from  enregiftering  ftamps,  mort¬ 
gages,  and  pofts,  are  yet  blit  mere 
projects;  that  the  refourees  which 
may  be  drawn  from  mortgaged  lands 
.and  rent-charges  not  feudal,  are 
ftill  entire. 

The  utility  and  the  neceffity  alfo 
of  thefe  objects  have  been  long  ac¬ 
knowledged  ;  fince  it  has  been  pro¬ 
posed  to  fubmit  them  to  your  deli¬ 


berations,  the  hopes  conceived  from 
them  had  fuftained  tlie  fervice  ;  that 
resource  does  no  more  exift ;  other 
means  are  become  indifpenfable ; 
without  authorifing  them,  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  the  next  decade  will  be 
impoffible. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  executive 
directory  to  declare  to  you,  that  it 
has  arrived  to  the  point  of  that  cribs 
which  it  announced  a  long  time  ago, 
and  that  it  has  retarded  it,  by  all 
the  means  in  its  power  to  ufe.  You 
will  find  in  vour  wifdonx  the  means 
of  obviating  the  incalculable  evils 
that  muft  refult,  if  the  public  trea- 
fury  does  not  receive  prompt  and 
efficacious  fuccours. 

The  executive  directory  invites 
you,  citizens  reprefentatives,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  requeft 
that  it  has  made  to  you. 

The  following  fads  prove  how 
urgent  it  is  : — 

We  learn  that  the  pay  of  th® 
armv  is  in  arrear. 

xJ 

There  are  only  234  thoufand 
francs  for  urgent  purpofes,  which 
require  ten  millions. 

There  is  more  than  five  due  to 
perfons  in  employment,  the  major 
part  of  whom  have  not  yet  received 
the  whole  of  what  was  due  to  them 
in  the  month  of  Germinal. 

The  repairs  of  roads  and  public 
monuments  are  about  to  be  fufpended. 

The  providers  of  bread  to  the 
prifons  muft  ft  op. 

The  fervice  of  the  hofpitals  is 
expofed  to  the  fame  danger. 

There  is  no  effe&ive  referve. 

There  remains  nothing  difpofable* 

It  is  to  you,  citizens  reprefenta¬ 
tives  alone,  that  it  belongs  to  find  a 
remedy. 

(Signed) 

Carnot,  Prefident. 

Lagardu,  Secretary  General. 

Meflage 


STATE 

Mejfage  from  the  Executive  Direc¬ 
tory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hun¬ 
dred,  of  the  14 th  Thermidor  ( Au- 
gvft  lj 

Citizens  Representatives, 

THE  executive  directory  has  juft 
given  the  Second  decifion  on  the 
urgent  payjnents  to  be  made  in 
the  Second  decade  of  Thermidor ; 
the  demands,  originating  from  the 
moft  prefting  wants,  amounted  to 
about  twenty  millions.  In  order 
to  maintain  the  public  fervice,  it 
was  neceffary  to  coniider  the  pre¬ 
sumptive  receipt  of  the  departments 
during  the  laft  decade,  and  that  of 
the  national  treafury  during  the  pre¬ 
sent,  as  funds  actually  to  be  difpofed 
of.  The  fum  total  of  thefe  funds 
it  has  not  been  poffible  to  rate  higher 
than  at  6,620,000  livres,  which  have 
been  diftributed  in  Such  manner  as 
appeared  moft  conformable  to  the 
fubfifting  laws,  and  the  Support  of 
the  public  fervice,  under  the  difficult 
eircumftances  wherein  we  are  placed. 
There  remains  a  deficit  of  about 
fourteen  millions  for  the  next  decade, 
to  which  is  to  be  added  the  expence 
of  the  ten  following  days.  Whatever 
calculations  may  be  made,  citizens 
representatives,  it  mu  ft  be  evident 
to  you,  that  our  prefent  means  are 
not  Sufficient.  From  the  Statement 
transmitted  to  you  a  few  days  Since, 
by  the  national  treafury,  it  is  clear 
that  we  cannot  expect  to  receive 
twenty-three  millions  in  Specie 
during  the  month  of  Thermidor. 
With  means  fo  feeble,  it  will  be 
impoffible  to  maintain  the  public 
fervice;  and  the  difficulties  it  labours 
under  renders  its  Situation  worfe 
every  day.  This  State  of  things 
deferves  your  attention  the  more, 
as  it  might  be  altered  by  making  ufe 
of  the  refources  which  the  republic 
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has  yet  left.  The  perfuafton,  citi¬ 
zens  representatives,  that  thefe 
refources  ftill  exift,  has  hitherto 
Supported  our  courage  and  animated 
our  hope ;  but  it  is  time  to  improve 
them.  The  minifter  of  finances  has 
pointed  out  Some  of  them  in  the 
report  annexed  to  this  rneftage. 
The  directory  has  met  with  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  to  invite  you  to 
examine  into  thefe  refources,  and 
the  danger  of  the  prefent  moment 
obliges  them  to  repeat  this  requeft. 
From  a  conviction  that  the  adoption 
of  proper  meafures  for  reftoring- 
public  credit  would  produce  the  moft 
fortunate  change,  the  directory 
Sincerely  with  that  you  may  tak© 
them  into  Speedy  consideration. 
(Signed) 

Carnot,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary  General. 


Mejfage  from  the  Directory  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred ,  Jth  of 
Auguft. 

Citizens  Representatives, 

THE  executive  diredory  trans¬ 
mits  you  the  decifion  which  it  has 
juft  made,  refpeding  the  urgency  of 
the  payments  which  are  to  take 
place  during  the  3d  decade,  the  State 
of  the  demands,  formed  by  the  pro¬ 
per  officers,  and  the  report  of  the 
minifter  of  the  finances.  It  defires 
you  would  infped  thefe  documents, 
and  compare  the  prefent  State  of 
things  with  the  Situation  in  which 
we  have  been  at  a  iimilar  period, 
during  the  two  preceding  decades. 

It  requefts,  above  all,  that  you 
would  compare  the  urgency  of  the 
public  wants,  the  evils  refulting 
from  them,  the  anxiety  which  they 
diffufe,  and  the  apprehenfion  which 
they  infpire,  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
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common  fafety,  with  the  advantages 
that  could  be  enfured,  were  the 
refources  which  are  hill  in  the  pof- 
fellion  of  the  republic  made  dif- 
pofable. 

Take  away,  citizens  representa¬ 
tives,  everything  that  prevents  you 
from  enfuring  the  neceflary  returns 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  military 
Service,  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of 
the  troops,  the  payment  of  the 
public  creditors,  the  Salaries  of  the 
public  fundionaries,  already  Several 
months  in  arrear,  and  the  difcharge 
of  the  expences  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  cannot  poftpone,  without  com- 
promifing  the  conduct  which  it 
ought  to  obferve  for  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  its  duty, — the  internal  and 
external  fafety  of  the  republic. 

The  refources  which  can  be 
brought  into  adion  are  of  two  kinds. 
The  one  requires  Some  previous 
meafure,  before  they  can  be  made 
difpofable  ;  the  other  may  ferve  as 
Securities  for  contrails,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  which  would  furnilh  a  Suffi¬ 
cient  delay  for  the  attainment  of 
the  firft. 

But  they  both  call  for  an  imme¬ 
diate  determination  ;  and  if  no  ufe 
be  made  of  them,  they  are  of  as 
little  moment  as  if  they  never  ex- 
ifted.  A  proper  ufe  of  them  may, 
and  can,  extricate  the  finances  from 
the  dangerous  crifis  to  which  they 
are  at  prel'ent  reduced.  'She  peril 
is  imminent ;  but  if  you  enad  the 
laws  which  have  been  demanded  of 
you,  which  the  public  opinion  calls 
for,  and  the  commiiTions  charged 
with  the  examination  of  them  have 
pronounced  to  be  neceffary,  the 
dangers  with  which  we  are  threat¬ 
ened  wall  difappear.  Our  enemies 
know  that  France,  with  her  prefent 
conflitution,  has  only  to  exprefs  a 
wifh  to  ameliorate  her  finances, 


that  the  means  of  courfe  will  follow, 
and  that,  if  thefe  means  be  well 
employed,  they  muft  produce  the 
defired  effed.  It  is  time,  citizens 
reprefentatives,  to  juftify  that  opi¬ 
nion,  by  deliberations  that  will  give 
validity  to  it.  The  fafety  of  the 
country  is  intimately  conneded  with 
them.  Let  the  fituation  of  our 
finances  be  once  ameliorated,  and 
peace  will  naturally  find  its  way 
back  to  our  territories.  Under  its 
aufpices  all  the  French  will  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  glorious  efforts  in 
the  caufe  which  they  have  made 
triumph. 

The  executive  diredory,  citizens 
reprefentatives,  renews  its  inoft 
prefiing  invitations,  that  you  may 
take  into  your  difcuffion  the  laws 
relative  to  the  finances  and  the  re¬ 
ceipts,  which  may  place  the  revenue 
on  a  par  with  the  indifpenfable  diL 
burfements  of  the  ftate. 

(Signed) 

Carnot,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary  General. 


Me 0 age  from  the  Directory  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred ,  on  the 
10 th  of  Augujly  in  anfwer  to  the 
Reflation  of  the  Council ,  re- 
f petting  the  March  of  the  Troops 
within  the  Conjlitutional  Limits. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  executive  diredory  delay* 
ed  replying  to  your  meffage  of  the 
4th  of  this  month,  relative  to  the 
marching  orders  given  to  four  re¬ 
giments  of  chafleurs,  which  were  to 
pafs  by  Ferte-Alais,  in  the  expecr 
tation  that  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  infpedors,  upon  which 
that  meffage  had  been  adopted, 
would  be  printed.  It  is  not  yet 
printed  ?  but  the  diredory,  who  in 
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the  mean  time  have  been  colleding 
the  documents  they  were  defirous  oi 
procuring,  refpecting  the  route  of 
thefe  troops,  conftder  it  their  duty 
to  tranfmit  to  you  fuch  information 
as  has  reached  them. 

Citizen  Lefage,  commiflary  oi 
war,  has  made  the  following  decla¬ 
ration  upon  this  fubjed : 

“  Citizen  Lefage,  commiflary  of 
war  for  the  army  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe,  charged  with  the  police 
of  the  divifion  of  chafieurs  com¬ 
manded  by  general  Richepanfe, 
certifies,  that  after  the  faid  general 
had  given  to  him,  at  Durenne,  the 
itinerary  of  the  route  which  this 
divifion  was  to  oblerve  in  going  to 
Chartres  (an  itinerary  which  was 
entirely  written  by  general  Riche¬ 
panfe,  but  not  figned  by  him),  he 
received  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  the 
order  of  proceeding  in  that  deftina- 
tion,  and  preparing,  beforehand, 
at  the  places  pointed  out,  the  ne- 
cefiary  provifions  and  quarters  tor 
four  regiments  which  compofed 
that  divifion,  but  which  were  only 
to  arrive  in  fucceffion  at  three  rett¬ 
ing  places ;  that,  without  examining 
the  itinerary  which  had  been  given 
to  him,  or  knowing  that  Ferte- 
Alais  was  within  the  confiitutional 
limits  of  Paris,  he  expedited  the 
order  for  the  route,  in  conlequence 
of  which  the  troops  were  to  march 
— that  he  followed  the  route  to 
Rheims— that,  being  there  affured 
that  the  letters  he  had  written  to 
Charleville,  with  directions  to  the 
municipalities  of  the  places  through 
which  the  troops  were  to  pafs,  had 
been  duly  received,  and  having  no 
further  precautions  to  take,  as  the 
municipal  adminiftrations  were 
charged  with  quartering  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  troops,  he  yielded  to 
the  delire  of  feeing  his  family,  who 


refide  at  Chartres,  and  left  the  route 
of  the  divifion  to  take  the  fhorter 
one  by  Soifions. 

“  He  further  certifies,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  general  Richepanfe,  nor 
any  other  ftafi'  officer,  gave  him  any 
other  marching  order  than  the 
above,  the  itinerary  of  which  was 
tranfmitted  to  him  at  Durenne  : — 
that,  during  the  courfe  of  the  march, 
he  did  not  hear  any  of  the  troops 
fpeak  of  their  deftination  ;  that  he 
only  heard,  at  Bonn  and  Durenne, 
perfons,  who  did  not  belong  to  the 
army,  fay  that  the  divifion  was  to 
embark  at  Breft/’ 

General  Richepanfe  dates,  on  his 
part,  that  he  received  an  order  from 
general  Hoche,  dated  Cologne,  the 
15th  MeiTidor,  in  the  following 
terms : 

“  General  Richepanfe,  command¬ 
ing  the  divifion  of  horfe  chafieurs, 
is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed,  with 
the  four  regiments  under  his  com- 
raand,  to  Breft,  by  the  way  of 
Chartres  and  Alenpon. 

(Signed)  “  Hoche/*’ 

General  Richepanfe  has  befides 
made  the  following  declaration, 
which  he  fubfcribed  before  the  di¬ 
redory  on  the  22d  of  Thermidor  :  ♦ 

“  I  certify,  that  it  was  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  order  of  the  general 
in  chief,  Hoclie,  dated  the  15th 
Meffidor,  direding  me  to  proceed, 
with  the  four  regiments  under  my 
command,  to  Breft,  by  the  way  of 
Chartres  and  Alenjon,  that  1  traced 
the  route  by  which  the  divifion  I 
commanded  was  to  proceed  to 
Chartres ;  that  I  was  totally  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  exiftence  of  any  law 
which  required  that  the  troops 
Ihould  not  come  within  twelve 
leagues  of  Paris  ; — that  I  even  was 
inclined  to  have  made  them  pafs 

through 


REGISTER,  1797. 


446*  ANNUAL 

through  Paris ;  and  that  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  maintaining  order  among 
troops  quartered  in  a  Idrge  city,  was 
the  only  reafon  which  determined 
me  not  to  adopt  that  route  ;  that 
my  intention  was  evidently  pure ; 
for,  if  it  had  not,  I  would  not  have 
ordered  a  com  miffary  of  war  to  have 
preceded  me,  who  was  fix  days  before 
the  van  of  the  troops,  which  was 
the  head  of  the  column  commanded 
by  me. 

(Signed)  “  Richepanse.* 

Such  is  the  information  which 
the  directory  has  procured  refped- 
ing  the  marching  order  given  to  the 
four  regiments  of  ehaffeurs  drawn 
from  the  army  of  the  Sarnbre  and 
Me  life,  and  which  were  to  pafs  by 
Ferte-Alais  to  Breft. 

While  the  diredory  confine  their 
anfwer  to  this  point,  they  confider 
it  neceffary  to  dired  your  attention 
to  a  ftatement,  which  appears  to 
have  been  contained  in  the  report 
upon  which  your  meffage  was 
founded. 

All  the  journals  agree  in  fating, 
that  you  were  informed  that  arms 
and  ammunition  had  recently  been 
di ft ri buted  at  Chartres  to  five  hun¬ 
dred  ruffians,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fuppreffing  or  of  threatening  the 
freedom  of  the  legillative  body. 
This  fiatement  is  completely  dis¬ 
proved  by  the  municipality  of  the 
place  :  the  proces-verbal  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipality  has  been  addreffed  to 
you  ;  fo  that  you  mu  ft  already  be 
convinced,  that  the  enemies  of  the 
country  have  led  the  members  of 
your  committee  into  an  error  upon 
this  fubjed. 

We  now  come,  citizens  repre¬ 
sentatives,  to  the  fecond  part  of 
your  meffage. 

The  executive  directory  did  not, 


till  the  day  before  yefterday,  receive 
the  originals  of  the  addrelTes  of  the 
defenders  of  the  country  from  the 
different  divifions  that  compote  the 
army  of  ]  taly.  They  were  all  def- 
tined  for  the  executive  diredory, 
with  the  exception  of  two  only ; 
and  thefe  were  addreffed  to  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  country  compofing 
the  other  armies. 

Though  the  meaning  and  fenfe 
of  the  word  deliberer  (to  deliberate) 
has  not  been  fo  accurately  defined, 
as  to  be  clearly  applied  to  the  act 
by  which,  after  having  exprefted 
their  fears  and  their  hopes  to  the 
executive  directory  and  to  their 
brethren  in  arms,  the  defenders  of 
the  country  have  only  ftated  the 
-wifhes  they  had  formed,  and  the 
fentiments  that  animated  them,  the 
executive  directory  have  neverthelefs 
refolved  to  prevent  its  circulation. 
They  have  alfo  written  to  the  ge~- 
nerai  in  chief,  deploring  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  had  induced  the 
brave  republican  foldiers  to  commit 
thofe  ads  which  might  be  con- 
fidered  irregular,  and  inviting  them 
carefully  to  avoid  every  thing  which 
may  in  the  leaft  degree  tend  to  the 
infraction  or  violation  of  the  con¬ 
futation.  The  di  redory  has  not 

%> 

flopped  there  ;  they  have  thought  it 
their- duty  to  go  back  to  the  caufes, 
and  to  point  them  out,  perfuaded 
that  you  will,  in  your  wifdom,  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  fhall  make  them 
ceafe  to  exift. 

The  caufe  of  thefe  proceedings, 
on  the  part  of  the  defenders  of  the 
country,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
general  alarm  and  difquietude  which, 
for  fome  months  pail,  having  taken 
pnffeffion  of  all  perfons,  has  fuc- 
ceeded  the  profound  tranquillity 
that  reigned,  and  the  general  confi¬ 
dence  which  every  where  prevailed. 

3  *  It 
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It  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  defalca¬ 
tion  in  the  revenue,  which  leaves 
all  parts  of  the  adminiftration  in 
the  vnoft  deplorable  fituation,  and 
deprives  often,  of  their  pay  and 
their  fubfiftcnce,  the  men  who,  for 
years  paft,  have  died  their  blood 
and  lac ri freed  their  health  to  ferve 
the  republic  : — It  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  perfecution  and  affaffination 
of  the  purchasers  of  national  pro¬ 
perty,  of  the  public  functional  ies, 
of  the  defenders  of  the  country— in 
(hort,  of  all  thoffe  who  have  dared 
to  lhew  themfelves  the  friends  of 
the  republic  : — It  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  want  of  firmnefs  and  vigour 
in  the  puniflinient  of  criminals,  and 
to  the  partiality  of  the  public  tri¬ 
bunals  :  —  It  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  indolence  of  the  emigrants  and 
the  refractory  priefts,  who,  recalled, 
and  openly  favoured,  appear  every¬ 
where,  keep  alive  the  flame  of  dif- 
cord,  and  infpire  a  contempt  for 
the  laws  : — It  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
multitude  ot  journals  with  which 
the  armies,  like  the  interior,  are 
inundated  "journals  which  threaten 
death  to  the  fupporters  of  liberty, 
which  vilify  all  the  republican  in- 
ftiuitions,  which  openly  and  fliame- 
lefsly  defire  the  return  of  royalty, 
and  all  the  oppreflive  and  vexatious 
inftitutioas,  which  equally  torment 
and  humiliate  the  merchant,  the 
artifan,  and  the  labourer,  and  even 
the  rich  proprietor  who  is  untitled  : 

* — It  is  to  be  found  in  the  intereft 
(always  ill-diflembled,  and  frequent¬ 
ly  openly  manifeded)  which  the 
enemies  of  their  country  take  in 
the  glory  and  the  profperity  of  the 
Englifh  government  and  the  Auf- 
trian  court;  while  they  endeavour, 
on  the  contrary,  to  diminifh  the 
true  renown  of  our  warriors,  and 


fpeak  with  an  ill-difguifed  contempt 
of  the  high  dediny  held  out  to 
France,  and  of  the  eminent  degree 
of  glory  and  of  happinefs  which  (he 
was  about  to  reach  It  is  owing 
to  the  blame  which  has  been  thrown 
upon  the  moft  glorious  and  ufefui 
confequences  of  the  victories  of  our 
defenders— to  the  plan,  openly  de¬ 
clared,  of  calumniating  and  ruining 
the  reputation  of  our  republican 
generals,  and  particularly  thole  who, 
to  the  glory  of  the  molt  brilliant 
triumphs  and  the  moll  fkilful  cam* 
paigns,  have  added  (one  in  the  well 
of  France,  the  other  in  Italy)  the 
immortal  honour  of  a  political  con¬ 
duct,  which  will  procure  to  their 
philofophy  and  their  humanity,  as 
much  praife  as  has  already  been  be- 
ftowed  on  their  military  genius. 

Finally,  the  caufe  is  to  be  found 
in  the  defpair  to  which  all  true 
citizens,  and  particularly  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  country,  are  reduced, 
in  feeing  at  the  moment  of  its  coti- 
clufion,  and  after  they  had  purchafed 
it  with  fo  much  blood  and  fo  many 
fufferings,  the  definitive  peace,  fo- 
licited  "by  the  chiefs  of  the  van- 
quifhed  coalition,  placed  at  a  dii— 
tance—  that  peace  which  a  govern¬ 
ment,  the  friend  of  humanity,  leeks 
flill  with  the  greated  earnednefs  to 
conclude.  But,  all  at  once  re-ani¬ 
mating  their  hopes,  and  reckoning 
upon  the  diffolution  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  government,  in  eonfequence  of 
the  exhaufted  date  of  our  finances, 
upon  the  death  or  the  exile  of  our 
braved  generals,  and  on  the  dif- 
perfion  and  deftruktion  of  our  ar¬ 
mies,  thefe  fame  coalefced  powers 
have  exhibited  as  much  tardinefs  in 
the  progrefs  of  their  negotiations,  as 
they  at  fird  tedified  ardour  to  ter¬ 
minate  them, 

„  Such 
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Such,  citizens  reprefentatives, 
are  the  caufes  which  have  agitated 
the  minds  of  the  foldiers  of  the  re¬ 
public,  and  induced  them  to  exprefs 
their  fears  and  their  refolutions. 
The  executive  dire&ory  repeats, 
that  they  fhall  do  what  they  ought 
to  do,  in  recommending  to  the 
troops  to  avoid  all  irregular  pro¬ 
ceedings,  which  are  contrary  to  that 
difcipline  which  is  the  foul  of  ar¬ 
mies,  and  oppofite  to  the  laws  which 
are  the  fupport  of  the  ftate :  but 
they  owe  to  you,  in  the  mean  time, 
a  frank  and  faithful  declaration  of 
their  fentiments. 

The  government  hill  confidently 
hopes  to  fave  France  from  the  dif- 
folution  to  which  it  is  precipitately 
hurried  j  to  extinguifh  the  torches 
of  civil  war  which  are  lighted  up 
with  fury ;  and  to  protect  perfons 
and  property  from  the  danger  of  a 
new  revolution*  This  refolution 
the  directory  will  purfue  with  per¬ 
severance  and  with  courage,  and 
will  not  be  turned  afide  by  any 
fears,  or  by  any  influence.  They 
will  not,  however,  confent  to  in- 
fpire  a  falfe  fecurity,  either  in  their 
fellow- citizens  of  the  interior,  or 
in  thofe  who  defend  the  country 
without.  They  fhould  confiderthem- 
felves  guilty  of  treafon  towards  their 
country,  if  they  concealed  the  atro-i 
cious  attempts  that  are  unremittingly 
made  to  lead  us  into  all  the  horrors 
of  a  fecond  revolution,  by  over¬ 
throwing  the  prefent  government, 
either  by  treafon  or  by  force. 

(Signed) 

Carnot,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary  General. 

The  council  ordered  the  meffage 
to  be  printed,  fent  to  the  council  of 
ancients,  and  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee. 


Report  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hun * 

ilred  on  the  \tli  Fructidor  ( Auguft 

2'i),  by  Thibeaudeau,  relative  to 

the  March  of  the  Troops. 

YOU  have  ordered  your  com¬ 
mittee  to  prefent  to  you  legiflative 
plans  upon  the  different  topics  con¬ 
tained  in  the  meffage  which  was 
tranfmitted  to  you  on  the  22d  Ther- 
midor  lad.  The  committee,  in  the 
fird  place,  confider  it  their  duty 
to  direct  your  attention  to  our  pre¬ 
fent  fituation.  The  republic  lately 
advanced  towards  peace,  public 
confidence  was  revived,  the  con- 
ftitution  began  to  be  confolidated, 
every  thing  prefaged  to  us  happy 
and  peaceful  deftinies.  What  evil 
genius  has  re-animated  ourpaffions, 
re-kindled  our  animofities,  created 
divifions  between  the  different 
branches  of  government,  and  plant¬ 
ed  terror  in  the  breads  of  all  good 
citizens  ?  It  is  time  to  recall  fe¬ 
curity,  to  give  confidence  to  good 
citizens,  to  reprefs  the  bad,  to  re- 
dore  public  credit,  and  to  fupport 
the  legiflative  body  in  the  rank  in 
which  the  conditution  has  placed 
it.  To  attain  this  objebl  you  mud 
re-edablifli  your  communications 
with  the  people.  Never  let  your 
voice  be  unknown  to  them.  From 
this  tribune  reafon  and  judice  ought 
always  to  be  heard,  with  that  fpirit 
of  peace  and  impartiality  in  which 
true  dignity  confifts.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  has  proceeded  to  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  nieffage  of  the 
directory.  , 

An  unexpe&ed  change  in  the 
minidry,  and  the  march  of  the 
troops,  had  fixed  the  attention  of 
the  legiflative  body,  and  merited 
its  folicitude.  In  expreffing  our 
regret  on  account  of  the  difmiffal 
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of  the  minifters,  and  our  alarms  re- 
fpecting  the  march  of  the  troops, 
we  did  not  conteft  with  the  di¬ 
rectory  the  right  of  changing  their 
minifters,  and  difpoflngof  the  armed 
force  ;  but  the  legiflative  body  had 
undoubtedly  the  right  of  demanding 
information  relpeCting  the  violation 
of  the  conftitutional  limits.  The 
directory  replied,  that  it  was  to  he 
attributed  to  an  error  in  the  march¬ 
ing  orders.  You  referred  this  mel- 
fage  to  a  committee,  which  occupied 
itfelf,  as  it  was  wifely  faid  by  the 
reporter  (Pichegru),  lefs  in  proving 
the  crime  than  in  endeavouring  to 
prevent  it  from  being  committed 
hereafter.  This  committee  pre- 
fented  to  you  the  plan  of  a  resolution 
for  afcertaining  the  conftitutional 
limits. 

We  fh all  not  at  prefent  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  the  marching  of 
the  troops.  Perhaps  we  fliall  one 
day  be  made  acquainted  with  it : 
we  have  as  yet  learned  only  that 
the  conftitutional  limits  have  been 
violated.  General  Richepanfe  de¬ 
clares,  that  having  been  four,  years 
on  the  frontiers,  he  knew  not  of  the 
difpofitions  of  the  conftitution  re¬ 
lative  to  this  objeCt.  An  excufe  of 
this  nature  would  not  be  admitted 
in  the  courts  of  juftice ;  but  the 
teftimonials  we  have  had  of  the 
moral  character  of  the  general,  in¬ 
duce  us  to  think  there  has  been  no 
evil  intention  on  his  part. 

I  proceed  to  a  more  important 
object,  the  addreftes  *  of  the  army 
of  Italy.  What  would  become  of 
the  republic,  if  thofe  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  arms  only  for  her  defence, 
were  to  interpofe  in  civil  difcuf- 
ftons  ?  You  are  acquainted  with  the 

*  This  alludes  to  various  addreftcs  from 
fupport  the  directory  agaiuft  the  councils. 
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volume  of  addrefles  which  have 
been  drawn  up  by  this  army.  They 
are  marked  by  an  ardent  exprefiion 
of  love  for  liberty ;  but  they  hold 
forth  abfurd  claims,  extravagant 
opinions,  and  criminal  projects. 
The  firft  fentiments  belong  to  our 
generous  defenders,  the  others  to 
home  faCtious  men  who  with  to  fee 
the  bofom  of  their  country  torn, 
even  by  thofe  who  are  charged  with 
its  defence.  No,  it  is  not  our  War¬ 
riors,  but  fome  ferocious  monfters, 
who  have  conceived  the  project  of 
delivering  to  the  enemy  the  con¬ 
quests  acquired  by  the  valour  and 
blood  of  our  troops,  and  to  lead 
them  back  to  their  families  under 
the  ftandard  of  rebellion.  Have  you 
been  able  to  read  without  indigna¬ 
tion  one  of  thofe  addreftes,  which 
after ts  that  the  fyftem  of  royalifm 
is  unceafmgly  purfued  in  the  legis¬ 
lature  ?  Does  the  audacious  rebel 
who  penned  this  impious  phrafe  yet 
exift  ?  Does  he  exift,  and  are  you 
free  ?  Does  the  government  dum¬ 
ber,  that  it  has  not  proceeded  with 
vigour  aeainft  him  ?  Thefe  addreftes 

O  o 

are  at  prefent  directed  agaiuft  the 
legiftature  —  directors  of  the  re¬ 
public,  they  will  foon  be  directed 
againft  you  !  Wretched!  wretched 
is  the  authority  which  is  fupported 
by  bayonets !  They  always  con¬ 
clude  by  annihilating  the  power 
which  they  have  eftahliftied.  The 
addrefles  have  been  certified  by  the 
chief  of  the  etat-majors  of  the 
army.  They  have  been  officially 
tranfmitted  to  feveral  aclminiftra- 
tions  ;  they  were  deftined  to  other 
corps  of  troops  ;  and  vet  this,  it 
is  -  laid,  was  not  a  deliberation. 
Doubtlefs  it  was  not ;  for  had  thefe 

divifions  of  the  French  armies,  offering  to 
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addreiTes  been  deliberated  upon, 
the  would  have  been  publifhed  in 
a  camp  of  citizen  foldiers,  who 
would  have  caufed  the  voice  of  the 
conftitution  to  be  heard.  If  the 
foldiers  have  not  read  them,  they 
do  not  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the 
army.  The  conftitution  prohibits 
addreiTes  in  the  collective  name  of 
an  armed  body,  and  will  a  general 
be  permitted  to  violate  it?  The 
more  fervices  your  generals  and 
foldiers  have  rendered  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  more  you  ought  to  guard 
again  ft  all  attempts  upon  the  con¬ 
ftitution.  In  a  rifing  republic  do 
not  permit  the  troops  to  aft  as  if 
they  had  conquered  only  for  them- 
Selves,  unlefs  you  would  fee,  as 
once  was  the  cafe  in  the  Roman 
empire,  your  foldiers  only  obey 
their  generals,  and  never  their 
country.  It  has  been  attempted  to 
perfuade  the  conquerers  of  Italy, 
that  a  fyftem  of  profcription  exifts 
againfl  them.  Proferibe  them  ! 
Who  would  dare  to  attempt  it  ? 
Who  would  defire  it  ?  What 
Frenchman's  heart  does  not  glow 
at  the  recital  of  their  heroic  ac¬ 
tions,  which  command  the  grati¬ 
tude  of  their  country,  and  cover 
with  a  veii  of  glory  the  dreadful 
events  which  have  tarnilhed  the 
revolution  ?  They  were  citizens  be¬ 
fore  they  were  foldiers — they  mult 


teafe  to  be  foldiers  to  become  again 
citizens. 

The  direftory  inform  you,  that 
they  have  put  a  flop  to  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  thefe  addreiTes,  and  that 
they  have  wTritten  to  the  command¬ 
ers  in  chief,  deploring  the  eircurn- 
ftances  which  had  led  to  this  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  conftitutional  aft.  Your 
committee  confider  it  their  duty  to 
declare  openly  to  you,  that  the 
anfwer  of  the  directory  has  appeared 
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to  them  unworthy  of  its  power,  and 
the  rank  in  which  the  conftitution 
has  placed  that  body. 

Confider  what  progrefs  has  beem 
made  in  cohfequence  of  thefe  dan¬ 
gerous  examples.  The  fpirit  of 
faftion  has  already  introduced  the 
language  of  anarchy  into  the  camps. 
It  has  inftnuated  itfelf  even  into  the 
honourable  retreat  of  our  wounded 
warriors,  for  the  fabrication  of  ad- 
dre  fifes  :  it  heats  the  minds  of  men  : 
it  proclaims  everywhere  dififolution 
and  death.  —  Yet  the  government 
deeps  !  Awaken,  legislators,,  watch 
for  yourfelves  and  for  the  people. 
The  conftitutional  limits  are  traceu. 
Directors,  generals,  and  foldiers, 
bow  yourfelves  before  the  will  of 
the  people.  The  legiflative  body 
will  never  balance  with  its  duty.  It 
is  inaeceftible  to  fear,  and  will  never 
Submit  to  menace. 

Your  committee  will  not  humble 
itfelf  in  replying  to  the  calumnies 
propagated  by  your  enemies.  A, 
legiflative  body  which  is  not  ac- 
cu  fable,  ought  not  to  juftify  itfelf. 
By  its  afts  it  mult  be  judged.  We 
Shall  fpeak  the  truth  to  the  directory 
— we  fhall  fpeak  the  truth  to  the 
people. 

The  infolence  of  priefts  and  emi¬ 
grants  is  denounced  to  you.  As  to 
the  priefts,  is  their  profcription  in 
a  mafs  to  be  regretted  ?  Liberty  of 
confciefice,  liberty  of  worfliip,  and 
fubmiflion  to  the  laws — fuch  are 
the  principles  maintained  by  all 
philofophers  —  fuch  are  the  prin¬ 
ciples  eonfecrated  by  the  conftitution 
and  the  laws,  in  oppofition  to  the 
claims  of  a  religion  which  wifhed 
to  be  exclufively  eftablilhed.  As  to 
the  emigrants,  who  favours  them  ? 
Do  not  the  laws  relpefting  the  emi¬ 
grants  exift  ?  Do  they  not  place  in 
the  hands  of  the  directory  the  moft 
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&ciive,  the  mod  powerful,  and  the 
moft  arbitral  means  ?  The  return 
of  noted  emigrants  is  announced. 
The  houfe  in  which  they  affemble 
is  even  mentioned :  but  what  then 
is  the  duty  of  the  police  ?  Why 
thofe  erafements,  the  traffic  of 
which  is  publicly  reported  ?  It 
belongs  to  us  to  require  from  the 
directory  an  account  of  thefe  mon- 
ftrous  abufes. 

The  directory  tell  you  that  af- 
faffinations  are  committed,  and  that 
partiality  is  difplayed  by  the  tribu¬ 
nals.  It  is  neceffary  to  inform  them 
that  they  have  overftepped  their 
duty,  and  v^e  do  them  fervice  in 
recalling  them  to  it.  It  is  true  that 
blood  flows  in  feveral  departments  ; 
but  there  are  laws  agamft  affiaffina- 
tion,  and  the  diredory  ought  to 
execute  them.  If  there  be  partia¬ 
lity  in  the  tribunals,  there  is  a  law 
to  punifh  them,  and  the  diredory 
ought  to  denounce  the  guilty.  In 
ail  cafes  crimes  cannot  make  us  de¬ 
spair  of  jufti.ce;  and  we  ought  to 
demand  of  the  diredory  an  account 
of  the  meafures  they  have  taken  to 
Teprefs  the  crimes  of  which  they 
complain.  We  do  not  underhand 
the  protedion  they  claim  for  the 
purchafers  of  national  property. 
Their  perfons  and  their  property 
are  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  you  have  given  a 
proof  of  your  refped  for  them  by 
your  refolution  reipeding  the  pref- 
byteres. 

The  diredory  inform  you,  that 
there  are  journals  which  breathe 
ohly  murder  and  the  return  of  roy¬ 
alty.  It  is  certain,  that  the  Cxceffies 
of  a  multitude  of  pamphlets  and 
journals,  leave  no  cjti.zen  the  power 
of  repofwg  his  mind  amidft  an  ocean 
of  extravagant  and  fadious  opi¬ 
nions  ;  but  you  have  manifefted 
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your  defire  for  repreffing  this  abufe  ; 
and  there  is  only  required  a  law 
which  ffiall  prevent  it,  without 
injuring  the  rights  of  citizens:  all 
the  elements  of  this  law  are  ready, 
and  the  committee  you  named  for 
preparing  it,  will  foon  make  their 
report. 

The  deficiency  in  the  public  re¬ 
venue,  it  is  added,  deprives  our 
armies  of  their  pay.  We  will  not 
deny  that  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  receivers,  and  the  want  of  order 
and  oeconomy,  have  thrown  our 
finances  into  diforder*  but  have  the 
armies  any  reafon  to  reproach  the 
legiflative  body  ?  At  what  period 
have  you  refufed  them  funds?  Your 
refolutions  on  this  fuhjed  have  al¬ 
ways  been  voted  with  vrgence.  The 
payment  of  the  troops  has  always 
been  attended  to,  in  preference  to 
every  other  expence.  Is  it  then  in 
vain  that  the  unfortunate  rentin' 
divides  with  them  his  bread?  Have 
then  the  forced  loan,  the  affignats, 
the  mandats,  the  contributions  in 
the  conquered  countries,  the  na¬ 
tional  eftates  been  found  ineffi¬ 
cient  ?  Let  us  rather  fay,  that  our 
refources  being  diftributed  through 
fuch  a  variety  of  channels,  have 
been  exbaufted ;  but  that  if  they 
had  been  more  prudently  employed, 
the  moft  important  part  of  the 
public  fervice  would  not  be  in  fuch 
a  deplorable  ftate. 

Let  the  finances,  then,  alone  oc¬ 
cupy  all  your  folicitude.  I  know 
that  every  day  your  attention  is 
taken  up  with  this  fubjed.  But 
the  time  is  arrived,  when  vou  muft; 
difregard  the  prejudices  againft  di- 
red  contributions.  Peace!  Peace! 
This  is  the  mean  of  extricating  us 
from  our  embarraffment.  How 
very  criminal  would  thofe  be  who 
would  wifh  to  place  it  ftill  at  a 
*  g  *i  diftance  ! 
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diftance  !  Doubtlefs,  there  are  men 
who  {till  preferve  the  criminal  hope 
of  overturning  the  republic.  Trai¬ 
tors  exift,  we  are  told — why  are 
they  not  detected  ?  There  are  con- 
fpirators — why  are  they  not  punch¬ 
ed  ?  We  have  laws — why  are  they 
not  executed  ?  No  !  the  defenders 
of  the  country  will  never  be  made 
to  believe  that  the  legillative  body 
oppoles  a  peace.  Who  has  appear¬ 
ed  more  delirous  than  ourfelves  to 
obtain  it.  Hiftory  will  examine, 
whether  the  events  which  have  late¬ 
ly  taken  place  in  Italy,  have  not 
contributed  to  retard  the  conclufion 
of  it ;  but  can  France  blame  its 
generals  for  giving  liberty  to  mil¬ 
lions  of  men?  And,  when  they  have 
gained  their  liberty,  can  France 
refute  to  them  its  friendfliip  and  its 
alliance?  Your  committee,  however, 
does  not  with  to  propofe  that  you 
Ihould  approve,  or  even  be  blent 
upon  thefe  events. 

'1  he  directory  has  gone  beyond 
its  powers.  If  war  had  been  de¬ 
clared  againit  the  Italian  dates,  who 
had  the  right  to  declare  it  without 
your  content?  If  treaties  of  com¬ 
merce  or  fubtidies  have  been  made, 
who  could  make  them  without 
your  approbation?  The  ftates  of 
Italy  cannot  be  the  allies  of  France 
without  a  decree  from  you.  Their 
government  will  be  equivocal,  their 
liberty  without  fupport,  as  long  as 
the  treaties  (hall  not  have  been 
approved  by  us. 

Fears  have  been  entertained  that 
the  directory  would  be  accufed,  and 
that  the  legillative  body  would  be 
attacked.  The  legillative  body  has 
a  right  to  accufe  the  directory ; 
and  if  there  exifted  any  reafons  for 
accufation,  it  would,  without  fear, 
without  hefifation,  accufe  them.  But 
an  attack  on  the  legillative  body ! 


who  would  make  it !  A  few  bri¬ 
gands  ?  The  recollection  of  their 
pelt  defeats  will  ferve  them  as  a 
leli’on.  The  foldiers  ?  Never  will 
they  be  feen  marching  under  the 
colours  of  affaffins.  The  diredory  ? 
Such  an  idea  cannot  occupy  our 
attention  for  a  moment;  its  own 
intereft  is  in  oppofition  to  it. 

To  conclude  —  you  will  find  in 
your  own  courage  and  your  own 
prudence  extraordinary  refources. 

[Here  Thibaudeau  implored  all 
the  members  of  the  government  to 
ad  in  union  and  concord.  Me  in¬ 
vited  the  reprefentatives  and  direc¬ 
tors  to  be  upon  their  guard  againft 
the  exaggerations  of  parties,  who 
fought  only  to  heighten  their  ani¬ 
malities,  that  they  might  be  hurried 
to  a  cataftfophe  which  would  de¬ 
ft  roy  them  all.] 

In  examining,  he  added,  this 
meffase  of  the  diredorv,  its  exag- 
gerations,  and  the  bitternefs  of  its 
ftyle,  we  have  avoided  giving  new 
aliment  to  the  fadious.  Legifiators 
ought  not  to  be  guided  by  pallion. 
In  vain  our  common  enemies  medi¬ 
tate  the  ruin  of  the  republic.  The 
republic  is  deeply  rooted  ;  it  has 
ripened  in  the  miclft  of  ftorms,  and 
it  belongs  not  alone  to  the  prefent 
generation.  The  new  dangers 
which  threaten  it  ferve  only  to 
difplay  once  more  its  fhength. 
Each  power  lliall  return  to  its  pro¬ 
per  limits ;  and  if  fome  men  have 
wifiicd  to  overflep  them,  the}^  fliaH 
be  recalled,  and  confined  to  their 
proper  ftation. 

Citizen  foldiers,  you  whom  we 
muft  cenfure  to-day,  but  whom  we 
muft  always  admire,  believe  that 
liberty  is  here  defended  by  your 
friends.  The  legiflature  is  the  ci¬ 
tadel  of  the  confutation  ;  it  is  your 
duty  to  die  for  it,  and  you  are  about 

to 
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to  beiiege  it.  Let  its  voice  be 
always  beard  among  you  ;  and  when 
you  return  to  your  fire-fides,  you 
will  find  it  cemented  by  your  blood, 
and  covered  with  your  triumphs. 

Thibaudeau  concluded  by  pre- 
feiiting  the  plan  of  two  refolutions. 

The  hrft  declared,  that  all  con- 
fpirac.ies  or  crimes  againft  the  con¬ 
futation,  the  legiflative  body,  and 
the  diredory,  came  under  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  criminal  tribunal 
of  the  place  where  the  legiflature 
fits  ;  that  all  perfons  accufed  fhould 
be  denounced  at  the  office  of  the 
public  accufer;  but  that  they  ihould 
have  the  power  of  appealing  from 
that  tribunal,  and  in  this  cafe  they 
fhould  be  carried  before  a  court 
pointed  out  by  the  tribunal  of 
cafiation. 

The  fecond  declared  every  aflem- 
bly  of  foldiers,  for  the  purpofe  of 
deliberating,  in  other  circumflances 
than  thofe  determined  by  the  law, 
a  crime  ;  that  any  communication 
under  the  title  of  addrefles  from  one 
armed  body  to  another,  or  to  the 
civil  authority,  fhould  be  punifhed 
as  a  leditious  ad ;  and  determined 
the  puniffiments  to  be  inflicted  upon 
the  promoters  of  fuch  aflemblies, 
and  the  fubfcribers  of  addrefles, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 


Mtffage  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred , 
Auguft  20 thy  1797. 

Citizen  Reprefentatives, 

THE  executive  diredory  has 
proceeded  to  the  diftribution  of  the 
funds  affigned  for  the  fervice  of  the 
firfl  decade  of  Frudidor.  The 
Angular  and  uncommon  circum¬ 
flances  in  which  they  are  placed, 
pblige  them  to  lay  before  you  the 
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refults  of  this  diflribution,  which 
will  convince  you  of  the  indifpenfa- 
ble  neceffity  of  rendering  the  means 
difpofable,  which  are  requifite  to 
prevent  the  impending  difafters. 
Deduding  63,888,967  livres,  and 
75  centimes,  which  remain  to  be 
paid  on  warrants  already  ifiued  for 
urgent  fervices,  and  payments  be¬ 
come  due,  the  molt  preffing  demands 
amount  to  21,002,790  livres,  54- 
centimes.  This  fum  conflfls  of  the 
following  articles : 

L.  C . 

To  pay  the  troops  7,128,309  3 

To  iiffienance  -  3,944,916  95 

To  penflons  and 

dividends  -  -  930,000  o 

To  conftitutional  fala- 
^  pies  -  _  -  -  986,943  83 

To  falaries  and  pen¬ 
flons  -  -  5,040,990  o 

To  fundries  -  -  7,001,629  29 

The  ways  and  means,  as  ftated 
by  the  national  treafury,  prefent, 
at  firft  fight,  inftead  of  difpofable 
funds,  a  deficit  of  3,793,681  livres, 
which  it  would  be  neceflary  to 
cover  previous  to  affigning  any  fums 
of  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  departments.  It  has  been 
calculated,  that  the  above  deficit 
may  in  a  great  meafure  be  covered 
by  the  prefumptive  funds  calculated 
as  exifting  in  the  public  chefts  of 
the  departments;  and  that  by  adding 
to  the  funds  actually  exifting  fit 
the  public  treafury,  thofe  which 
appear  moft  difpofable,  the  fuppofi- 
tion  might  be  admitted,  that  a 
balance  of  about  &oo,ooo  livres 
might  remain  for  the  fervice  of  the 
decade,  independently  of  fuch  fums 
as  mull  unavoidably  be  paid,  at  Paris 
011  the  arrears  of  the  preceding 
decade.  A  calculation  has  after¬ 
wards,  been  formed  of  thofe  articles 
T  G  g  3  of 
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of  expence  which  it  is  indifpenfably  different  commiffaries.  The  cMre%* 
neceffary  to  meet,  for  the  execution  tory  refer  to  thofe  authentic  papers, 
of  the  laws,  as  well  as  for  the  main-  all  thofe  who  lhall  prefume  to 


tenanee  of  the  public  iervice.  Under 
tliefe  heads  have  been  claffed  the 
pay  and  fuftenance  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces,  dividends  and  penfions, 
the  conftitutional  indemniftcations 
of  the  legiflative  body  ;  63,703  livres 
14  1‘ous  for  the  payment  of  bills  of 
exchange  accepted  by  the  national 
treafury,  and  50,000  livres  for  the 
rnoft  urgent  expence  to  be  made  at 
Paris  for  the  home  department, 
Thefe  objects  amount  to  a  Him 
total  of  8, 850, 729  livres  87  centimes. 
To  find  this  fum,  it  has  been  fup- 
pofed  that  the  national  treafury 
can  furnifh  850,929  livres  87  cen¬ 
times,  actually  in  its  pofteflion ; 
that  it  is  to  receive  in  the  courfe 
of  the  decade  one  million,  and  that 
the  efle&ive  receipts  in  the  depart¬ 
ments  during  the  laft  decade,  mull 
be  fuppofed  to  amount  to  feven 
millions.  This  calculation  is  mod 
furely  exaggerated ;  it  violates  all 
proportion,  and  exceeds  all  pro¬ 
bability,  and  the  fubfifting  circum- 
fiances  would  alone  authorize  its 
admiffion  ;  and  yet,  citizens  repre¬ 
fen  tatives,  you  cannot  but  perceive 
that  this  is  the  chief  refource  for 
meeting  the  moll  urgent  and  moll 
indifpenfable  expence.  To  this  mef- 
fage  are  annexed  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  national  treafury,  dated 
the  iff  FruCiidor  (Augult  17),  proving 
the  neceffity  of  the  repartition  for 
this  decade  being  made  according 
to  a  prefumptive  effimate  of  the 
revenue,  the  Statement  of  ways  and 
means  for  the  firff  decade  pf  Fruc- 
tidor,  transmitted  by  the  national 
treafury,  and  another  of  the  divifions 
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and  diftributions,  containing  a  de¬ 
tailed  account  of  the  demands, 
founded  on  the  regifters  of  the 


queftion  the  truth  of  the  refults 
they  offer.  Who  contradicts  the 
following  faCts  is  either  grofsly  mif- 
taken,  citizens  reprel'entatives  r 
endeavours  to  deceive  you  : — 1.  The 
national  treafury  does  not  poflefs 
one  million  of  dil’pofable  funds  for 
the  prefent  decade.  2.  In  order  to 
find  the  above-ffated  fum,  it  is  in¬ 
difpenfably  neceffary  to  luppofe  the 
receipts  in  the  departments  amount 
to  7,000,000  ;  and  that,  moreover, 
the  national  treafury  is  to  receive 
one  million  at  Paris.  This  fuppo- 
fftion  is  exaggerated,  but  muff  be  ad¬ 
mitted.  4.  The  law  of  the  23d  Ven- 
demiaire  and  9th  Thermidor,  enaCt 
that  the  pay  and  fuftenance  of  the 
troops  ftiall  be  paid  in  preference 
to  every  other  demand.  The  aggre¬ 
gate  fum  of  thefe  two  articles  of 
expence  amounts,  to  7,073,226  livres 
73  centimes.  5.  The  law  of  the 
15th  Vendemiaire  affigns  to  the 
Stockholders  a  fixth  of  the  taxes  ; 
the  national  treafury  demands  under 
this  head  900,000  livres.  6.  The 
law  which  fixes  the  ex  pence  of  the 
legiflative  body,  ordains  that  the 
conftitutional  indemnification  of  its 
members  lhall  be  paid  every  month. 
7.  The  engagements  contracted  by 
the  national  treafury,  with  refpeCt 
to  accepted  bills  of  exchange,  de¬ 
mand  the  fum  of  63,703  livres  24 
centimes.  8.  The  Safety  of  Paris, 
the  imperious  force  of  the  fupreme 
law,  demands  that  theminifterof  the 
interior  be  able  to  difpofe  of  50,000 
livres.  9.  Thefe  articles  abforb  all 
the  funds  which  may  be  confldered 
as  difpofable.  1  o.  Except  the  Sa¬ 
laries  of  the  legiflative  body,  there 
remains  no  money  to  discharge  all 
other  conftitutional  and  other  lalaries 
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and  penfions  ;  nor  are  any  funds  left 
for  the  hofpitals,  the  repair  of  dykes, 
roads,  canals,  &c.  11.  The  direc¬ 

tory  cannot  extend  its  didribution 
to  any  fum  exceeding  the  above 
amount ;  and  it  is  to  the  want  of 
difpofable  funds,  that  ought  to  be 
imputed  the  failure  of  fill  the  other 
branches  of  the  public  Service,  and 
the  danger  with  which  they  are 
threatened.  12.  If  the  national 
treafury  is  defired,  by  means  of 
negotiations,  to  augment  the  re¬ 
sources,  it  is  obliged  to  return  in 
anfwer,  that  it  does  not  poffiefs  any 
thing  which  may  Serve  for  thatpur- 
pofe.  13.  The  pay  of  the  army  is 
considerably  in  arrear.  This  is  a 
certain  and  acknowledged  fad. 
14.  The  future  fuitenance  of  the 
troops  is  compromifed.  15.  No 
funds  remain  to  be  difpofed  of  for 
the  relief  of  hofpitals.  The  execu¬ 
tive  diredory  can  perceive  no  pof- 
lible  refource  that  may  be  applied  to 
affift  them.  The  decifion  which  it 
is  enabled  to  make  with  refpect  to 
the  urgency  of  the  payments,  makes 
no  alteration  in  the  deplorable  Situ¬ 
ation  in  which  they  are  placed. 
The  diredory  conlidered  itfelf  bound 
to  lay  before  you  thefe  Statements. 
It  has  fulfilled  that  duty  ;  but  it 
does  not  apprehend  that  this  expo¬ 
sition  can  fhake  the  courage  and 
perleverance  of  the  friends  of  the 
republic.  It,  on  the  contrary,  finds 
a  powerful  motive,  in  the  true  pidure 
which  it  has  drawn,  to  hope  that 
your  deliberations  on  the  finances 
will  render  thofe  refources  effedive 
which  can  be  brought  into  adion. 
Thefe  refources  poflefs  the  great 
advantage  of  being  adequate  to  the 
re-eftabiiihment  of  public  credit, 
and  of  proving  that  France  is  fully 
capable  of  maintaining  order  in  the 
interior,  and  of  combating  her  So- 
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reign  enemies.  But  thefe  refources, 
citizens  reprefentatives,  are  as  if  ' 
they  never  exiiled,  fince  the  laws 
which  are  neceffary  to  render  them 
produdive  are  not  enaded.  Had 
thofe  which  regulate  the  dired  con¬ 
tributions  of  the  5th  year  been 
fooner  p ailed,  ten  millions  would 
mod  probably  have  been  received, 
which  remain  dill  due;  and  the 
power  of  difpofing  of  them,  for  the 
purpofe  of  getting  the  principal  ar¬ 
ticles  of  expence,  would  procure  the 
means  of  obtaining  what  may  be 
neceiTary  for  the  indifpenfable  pay¬ 
ment  of  penfions  and  Salaries. 

The  directory,  after  preding  the 
necedity  of  the  council’s  immediately 
taking  into  their  consideration  proper 
meafures  for  the  redoration  of  pub¬ 
lic  confidence  and  credit,  concludes 
in  the  following  manner  : 

Our  Situation  is  fuch,  citizens  re¬ 
prefentatives,  that  the  fmalleft  delay 
increafes  the  danger  to  which  the 
nation  is  expofed.  The  executive 
diredory  invites  you  to  obtain  an 
ex  ad;  account  of  the  date  of  the 
finances;  of  the  neceffary  wants  of 
the  public  treafury ;  of  the  real, 
and  by  no  means  exaggerated,  pro- 
dud  of  the  means  which  yet  can  be 
made  ufe  of,  and  of  the  refources 
which  can  be  employed.  You  will 
find  in  the  refult  of  your  examina¬ 
tion,  proofs  of  the  truths  to  which 
the  diredory  has  called  your  atten¬ 
tion  in  all  its  meffages.  The  exid- 
ing  means  are  insufficient ;  thofe 
which  new  laws  have  it  in  their 
power  to  produce,  will  be  adequate 
to  meet  all  our  expences ;  and  the 
moment  of  bringing  them  into  adion, 
is  arrived. 

(Signed)  Carxot,  Prefident. 

Laclede,  Sec.  Gen. 
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Me/fage  to  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred ,  and  Elders ,  dated 
Sept.  4,  1797* 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  executive  directory  battens 
to  communicate  to  you  the  meafures 
it  has  been  forced  to  take  for  the 
fafety  of  the  country  and  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  confutation.  With 
this  view  it  tranfmits  to  you  all  the 
papers  it  has  collected,  as  well  as 
thofe  it  pub! iihed  before  you  were 
aifembled.  If  it  had  withheld  itfelf 
from  abtion  one  day  more,  the  re¬ 
public  would  have  been  delivered 
lip  to  its  enemies.  The  halls  them- 
i'elves  in  which  you  meet,  were  the 
points  of  union  of  the  confpirators  ; 
it  was  from  thence  that  they  yefter- 
day  emitted  their  cards  and  certi¬ 
ficates  for  the  delivery  of  arms  ;  it 
was  from  thence  that  they  corref- 
ponded  with  their  accomplices  laft 
night;  and,  finally,  it  is  there,  or 
in  the  environs,  that  they  dill  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  feditious  and  clan- 
deftine  affernblager,  which  the  po¬ 
lice  is  now  employed  in  difperfing. 
It  would  have  been  to  commit  the 
public  fecurity,  and  that  of  the 
faithful  reprefentatives,  to  have  al¬ 
lowed  them  to  be  confounded  with 
the  other  enemies  of  the  country. 
You  fee,  citizens  reprefentatives, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  directory 
was  marked  out  by  the  inftant  ne- 
ceffity  of  being  beforehand  with 
thefe  confpirators,  who  were  de- 
ftroying  the  government,  who  wifh- 
ed  to  deprive  the  French  of  the 
fruit  of  their  triumphs,  and  to  make 
this  magnanimous  nation  bow  at 
the  feet  of  the  king  it  has  fubdued. 
In  affairs  of  date,  extreme  meafures 
can  be  edimated  by  eircumdanees 
alone  :  you  will  form  a  judgment 
of  thofe  which  have  determined  the 


executive  directory,  and  which  have 
produced  the  happieft  confequenees. 
The  i  8th  Fruchdor  (September  4) 
will  be  a  celebrated  day  in  the 
annals  of  France  ;  it  is  the  more 
memorable,  becaufe  it  enables  vou 
to  fix  for  ever  the  dedinies  of  the 
republic.  Lay  hold  of  this  occa- 
fion,  citizens  reprefentatives ;  con¬ 
vert  it  into  a  great  epoch,  reanimate 
patriotifm,  revive  public  fpirit,  and 
haden  to  clofe  up  the  abyfs,  in 
which  the  friends  of  kings  had 
flattered  themfelves  they  would 
burv  even  the  remembrance  of  our 
liberty. 

P.  S.  The  executive  directory 
will  tranfmit  to  you  without  delay 
other  papers,  from  which  it  refults 
that  Imbert  Colonies,  one  of  the 
new  third  of  the  council  of  five 
hundred,  was  the  principal  agent 
of  the  foi-difant  Louis  XVIII,  at 
Lyons. 


Another  Mejjage,  dated  Sept.  5, 
1797- 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  18th  Frubtidor  (Sept.  4)  is 
deftined  to  be  the  falvation  both 
of  the  republic  and  of  yourfelves. 
The  people  expect  this.  You  wit- 
nefied  yefterday  their  tranquillity 
and  their  joy.  This  day  is  the 
19th  Frubtidor  (Sept.  5),  and  the 
people  alk  of  you  where  the  republic 
is,  and  what  you  have  done  for  its 
confolidation  ?  The  eye  of  the 
country,  citizen  reprefentatives, 
looks  towards  you.  The  moment 
is  decifive  ;  if  you  allow  it  to  pafs 
by,  if  you  hefttate  on  the  meafures 
which  are  10  be  taken,  if  you  put 
oft'  your  decifton  for  a  moment,  all 
will  be  lod,  both  you  and  the  re¬ 
public.  The  confpirators  have  been 
upon  the  watch.  Your  filenee  has 
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given  them  courage  and  audacity  ; 
they  are  intriguing  afreth,  and  are 
milleading  public  opinion  by  in¬ 
famous  libels.  The  journalifts  of 
Blankenburg  and  London  continue 
to  difieminate  their  poifon.  rIhe 
eonfpirators  do  not  attempt  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  fad,  that  their  plot  ex¬ 
tends  to  the  legidative  body  itfelt. 
They  already  1'peak  of  pun  idling 
the  republicans  for  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  triumph  they  think 
they  have  obtained.  Is  it  podibie 
to  hefitate  dill,  as  to  the  meafure  of 
purging  the  foil  ot  the  very  lew 
known  and  avowed  chiefs  ol  thele 
royalid  eonfpirators,  who  wait  for 
the  convenient  opportunity  to  de- 
ftroy  the  republic,  and  to  devour 
you  yourfelves  1  You  are  at  the 
brink  of  tire  volcano  ;  it  is  about  to 
fwallow  you  up  ;  you  may  clofe  it ; 
and  can  you  hefitate  ?  To-morrow 
it  will  be  too  late.  The  lead  hef- 
tation  is  the  death  of  the  republic. 
You  will  be  told  of  principles;  for¬ 
malities  will  be  reforted  to ;  ex- 
cufes  will  be  invented  ;  delays  will 
be  called  for;  time  will  be  gained; 
and  the  confitution  will  be  aflaffi- 
nated,  under  pretext  of  keeping 
within  its  limits.  This  commifera- 
tion,  implored  in  favour  of  certain 
men,  to  what  will  it  lead  you  ?  to 
fee  thefe  very  men  take  out  of  your 
hands  the  thread  of  .  their  criminal 
confpiracies,  and  collect  in  your 
bofom  the  horrible  fire-brands  of 
civil  war,  to  -fet  dre  to  the  country. 
YYhat  a  mifconceived  pity  !  what  a 
fatal  fentiment !  what  limited  views 
would,  in  that  cafe,  draw  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  councils  towards  a  few 
men,  between  whole  fate  and  that 
of  the  republic  they  would  hefitate  ! 
The  executive  directory  has  applied 
ltfelf  to  point  out  to  you  the  means 
of  laving  France,  but  it  has  to  ex¬ 
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peel  that  you  will  avail  yourfelves 
of  them.  The  directory  has  felt  a 
perfuafion,  that  you  are  fi  nee  rely 
attached  to  liberty  and  the  repub¬ 
lic,  and  that  the  confequences  of 
this  drd  liberty  ought  not  to  terrify 
you.  It  lays  them  before  you,  and 
is  obliged  to  tell  you,  that  you  are 
placed  in  an  unprecedented  predi¬ 
cament  ;  and  that  ordinary  rules 
cannot  apply  to  an  extraordinary 
cafe,  unlels  you  are  defirous  to  fur- 
render~yourfelves  to  your  enemies. 
If  the  friends  of  kings  find  friends 
among  you  ;  if  Haves  can  meet  with 
protedors  in  you ;  if  you  wait  an 
infant,  the  fafety  of  France  muft  be 
delpaired  of ;  the  conftitution  will 
ceafe  to  be  in  force  ;  and  the  pa¬ 
triots  may  be  told,  that  the  hour  of 
royalty  is  proclaimed  throughout 
the  republic.  But  if,  as  the  exe¬ 
cutive  directory  is  fully  perfuaded, 
this  terrible  idea  afflids  and  ftrikes 
you,  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
moment,  and  embrace  it ;  be  the 
deliverers  of  your  country,  and  lay 
the  eternal  foundations  of  its  hap- 
pinefs  and  glory. 

L.  M.  Revelliere  Lepaux,, 
Prefident. 

La  garde,  Secretary. 


Me f age  from  the  Diredory  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Flunclred,  Sept.  5  tk, 
1797- 

Citizens  Legifators, 

THE  embarrafment  of  the  finan¬ 
ces  was  the  moft  inveterate  wound 
of  the  fate  :  the  enemies  of  the 
republic  and  the  friends  of  kings, 
fought  to  render  it  incurable.  By 
this  they  have  injured  the  public 
fervice,  irritated  the  defenders  of 
their  country,  ,and  drove  the  public 
annuitants?  to  defpair.  To-day  your 

fiiackles 
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fhackles  are  broken,  which  will  in- 
j’nire  thofe  with  confidence  whom 
circumftances  have  alarmed.  Will 
you  reftore  peace  at  home,  and 
dictate  it  abroad  ?  announce  your 
Intentions  upon  the  finances.  That 
is  the  object  of  the  directory ’s  foli- 
citude.  They  hope  that,  convinced 
of  the  urgency  of  the  occafion,  you 
will  give  them  all  the  necefiary 
power,  in  order  that  the  public  fer- 
vice  may  not  be  impeded. 

France  can  only  be  faved  by  the 
legiflative  body  occupying  itfelf 
about  the  finances,  it  is  necefiary 
for  you  immediately  to  make  fome 
regulations  in  the  diced  taxes  of  the 
fifth  year.  One  of  the  moft  certain 
means  for  haftening  the  receipt  of 
the  money  arifing  from  them,  would 
be  to  receive  from  the  receivers  ge¬ 
neral  an  account  of  the  payments 
they  have  to  make. 

It  will  alfo  be  necefiary  to  make 
regulations  in  the  carriage  of  arti¬ 
cles  by  land  and  water ;  to  fupprefs 
franking  and  free  letters  ;  to  re- 
eftablith  the  national  lottery,  and 
the  right  of  enrigittering ;  and  to 
eftabliih  a  duty  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  pafteboard  and  paper ;  and  to 
let  the  public  debt  afloat  by  cre¬ 
ating  bo??. y,  by  the  aid  of  which  the 
payment  of  national  debts  may  be 
made. 


Proclamation  of  the  Executive  Di¬ 
rectory  to  the  French  People , 
18 th  Frudidor  (September  4), 
1797. 

Citizens, 

TIIE  executive  diredory  fubmits 
to  your  view  a  few  of  the  papers 
relative  to  the  royalift  confpiracy. 
Thefe  papers,  the  authenticity  of 
which  is  incon tellable,  detail  the 


plots,  name  the  confpirators,  and 
develope  the  thread  of  the  treafons. 
Thefe  texts  are  too  pofitive  and 
clear  to  need  any  comments.  It  is 
fufificient  that  the  dire  dory  fliould 
retrace  to  vou,  in  a  few  words,  the 
events  to  which  thefe  papers  refer. 
There  are  fads  fo  palpable,  that  no 
impofture  can  difguife  them  in  the 
eyes  of  nations  :  iuch  was  the  com 
fpiracy  of  Vendemiaire.  It  was  in 
vain  that  tribunals,  which  in  the 
firfi  infiance  did  not  deny  its  exig¬ 
ence,  declared  afterwards  that  there 
was  neither  revolt  nor  fedition : 
royalifm  itfelf  bluihed  at  this  lie. 
All  the  circuixiftances  of  that  event 
too  clearly  proclaim  its  aim,  nature, 
and  charaderiftics ;  and  the  opinion 
of  Europe  would  have  been  inva¬ 
riably  fixed  on  this  head,  provided 
even  no  dilcovery  had  been  made 
by  the  correfpondence  of  Lemaitre, 
by  the  papers  of  the  emigrant  Gelin, 
and  by  the  palpable  and  convincing 
proofs  of  the  intercourle  which  the 
principal  agitators,  the  plotters  and 
the  libellers  of  Vendemiaire,  kent 
up  with  the  exterior  royalifts.  An 
important  circumftance,  however, 
of  that  epoch  was  long  concealed 
from  us ;  and  in  laying  it  before 
you  we  fulfil  a  painful  duty,  fince 
we  have  to  denounce  to  vou  a 
traitor  in  the  per fon  of  a  man,  who 
fometimes  led  your  defenders  to 
vidory.  While  the  diffolution  of 
the  national  convention  was  plot¬ 
ting  in  Paris,  and  the  fadion  en¬ 
deavouring  to  feize  on  the  fupreme 
authority,  Pichegru,  fiationed  on 
the  bank  of  the  Rhine,  received  the 
propofitions  of  Conde,  and  replied 
to  them  by  plans  of  invafion  and 
royalifm.  If  the  white  flag  was  not 
displayed  in  the  French  camp ;  if 
the  Rhine  was  not  c rofled  by  the 
hoftiie  army  ;  if  vour  firong  holds 
%  ,  were 
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were  not  delivered  up  and  taken 
pofleffion  of  in  the  king's  name,  by 
imperial  troops ;  if  Pichegru  did 
not  march  to  Paris  ;  if  he  did  not 
come  hither  in  the  fpace  of  a  fort¬ 
night  ; —citizens,  it  is  dreadful  to 
have  to  date  to  you,  that  it  was 
Conde  who  refuted  to  put  in  exe¬ 
cution  Piehegru’s  plan.  This  plan 
would  not,  however,  have  fucceed- 
ed:  the  brave  foldiers  whom  the 
general  dared  to  irifult,  would  not 
have  permitted  it  to  have  been  car¬ 
ried  into  effed.  They  were  calcu¬ 
lated  to  obey  the  voice  of  patriotifm 
alone  ;  and  would  have  repulfed  and 
overcome  the  treafon. 

“  I  fhall  leave  nothing  unfinifh- 
ed,”  faid  Pichegru ;  “  I  d©  not  wilh 
to  be  the  new  third  volume  of 
La  Fayette  and  Dumourier.”  Pie 
was  defirous  to  refemble  them  in 
perfidy  ;  but  he  wifhed  alfo  to  fur- 
pafs  them  in  fuccefs,  and  in  the 
completion  of  his  guilt.  Behold 
then  the  fecretof  that  favour  which 
royalifm  confiantly  afterwards  grant¬ 
ed  to  Pichegru.  This  is  the  reafon 
why  he  was  the  firft  to  be  chofen 
prefident  of  the  council  of  five  hun¬ 
dred,  after  the  entry  of  the  third. 
And  this  explains  the  calumnies 
which  were  heaped  on  the  execu¬ 
tive  directory,  when  it  merely, 
howeyer,  accepted  of  the  refig- 
nation  of  that  general,  whole  in¬ 
fidelity  it  fcarcely  began  to  fee 
through  and  fufpect.  Subdued  on 
the  13th  Vendemiaire,  royalifm  for 
a  moment  yielded  to  the  ftorm  :  for 
leveral  months  after,  it  difplayetl 
itfelf  under  the  hideous  features  of 
terrorifm  alone,  perfedly  certain  of 
profiting  almoft  equally,  either  by 
the  fuccefs  or  defeat  of  this  new 
kind  of  manoeuvre.  Such,  citizens, 
is  the  danger  of  anarchy,  that  if  it 
triumphs,  it  leads  to  royalty  through 


calamities  and  crimes,  and  it  can  only 
be  fubdued,  by  canting  the  public 
authorities  to  affume  a  carriage  in¬ 
variably  more  or  lets  favourable  to 
the  partifans  of  delpotifm.  This 
laft  maxim  has  been  but  too  much 
verified  during  fifteen  months  paft  ; 
and  royalifm,  ffrengthened  by  the 
defeat  of  a  few  brigands,  whofe  rage 
it  had  itfelf  organized,  and  whole 
attempts  it  had  direded,  would, 
lince  the  commencement  of  that 
period,  have  made  a  progrefs,  if  not 
more  extenfiye,  at  leaft  more  rapid, 
provided  one  of  its  orators  had  not 
been  in  too  much  bade  to  point 
out  the  aim  in  view.  This  orator, 
named  Lemerer,  has  been,  as  well 
as  Merfan,  acknowledged  by  Du- 
verne  de  Prefle  to  be  the  known  and 
eflablifhed  intermediary  agent  be¬ 
tween  a  part  of  the  legiflative  body 
and  the  agents  of  the  pretender. 
When,  in  the  month  of  Frudidor, 
of  the  4th  year,  Lemerer  undertook, 
in  one  of  the  national  tribunes,  to 
point  out  the  conftitution  of  1791 
as  the  objed  of  the  regret  of  his 
party  ;  when  he  rafhly  infultcd  the 
triumph  which  liberty  obtained  on 
the  10th  of  Auguft,  1792,  the  eyes 
of  all  the  faithful  deputies  were  in- 
ftantly  opened,  and  from  that  time 
to  the  lit  of  Prairial  laft,  they  con- 
ftantly  oppofed  to  every  counter¬ 
revolutionary  proportion,  their  zeal, 
their  energies,  and  their  votes.  Ob¬ 
liged  to  adjourn  on  the  iff  Prairial, 
the  epoch  of  its  legiflative  fway, 
royalifm  gave  a  new  diredion  to 
its  efforts.  It  encircled  the  feat  of 
government  more  clofely  than  ever; 
and  by  eftablifliing  agents,  guards, 
and  emiffaries  on  all  tides ;  by  or¬ 
ganizing  their  conned  ions,  their 
fuboi  dination,  and  their  correfpon- 
dence  ;  by,  in  fome  meafure,  letting 
up  a  counterrrevolution  in  each 

department 
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department  and  in  each  commune,  it 
fought  at  once  to  pave  the  way  for 
the  ele&ions,  and  to  fecure  a  mili¬ 
tary  force  which  it  might  bring 
into  adtion  at  its  pleafure.  Such, 
citizens,  from  the  month  of  Plu- 
viofe,  was  the  power  of  royalifm, 
that  the  difcovery  of  the  confpiracy 
of  Rrottier,  Dunan,  and  Villemois, 
merely  augmented  its  audacity,  and 
fortified  its  means,  even  by  their 
imanifellation.  Never  did  confpi- 
r  a  tors,  fo  fully  convicted  by  their 
writings  and  confeffions,  find  more 
apologifts,  fupporters,  and  protedt- 
ors,  who  did  not  hefitate  to  m  an  i  fie  ft 
the  lively  intereft  they  took  in  their 
caufe.  In  ferving  them,  it  was 
found  to  be  more  ui'eful  than  dan¬ 
gerous,  to  difplay  the  full  extent  of 
the  different  refourees  of  the  party 
under  which  they  a  died.  It  cannot 
be  doubted,  citizens,  but  that  in 
the  majority  of  the  departments, 
the  elections  were  the  work  of  this 
part}7.  Ill  proof  of  this  you  have 
only  to  refer  to  the  debates  of  the 
military  tribunal ;  to  the  two  decla  ¬ 
rations  which  Duverne  de  Prefle 
has  placed  in  our  hands,  and  which 
we  publifh  this  day  :  and,  finally, 


to  the  fentiments  and  conduct  of 
the  new  deputies,  whom  corruption 
and  intrigue  gave  to  the  republic. 
Emigrants  inundating  Paris  and  the 
departments  more  and  more  ;  re¬ 
publicans  either  butchered  or  forced 
to  fly  from  their  homes;  fuper- 
itition  and  fanaticifin  recalled  by 
thofe  even  who,  under  the  monarchy, 
contributed  the  moft  effectually  to 
profcribe  them  ;  the  patriotic  in- 
dilutions  abandoned  and  inful  ted  ; 
the  fymbols  of  royalifm  difplayed 
audacioufly ;  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  prefs  carried  to  an  unexampled 
excels ;  the  purchafers  of  national 
domains  menaced,  and  even  dripped 


of  their  property  ;  public  eredifc 
almoft  annihilated  ;  commerce  pa¬ 
ralyzed  ;  induftry  precarious ;  jrri- 
vate  tranfabtions  without  either  rule 
o*r  pledge ;  the  national  treafury 
left  without  refourees  in  the  mid  ft 
of  numberlefs  and  urgent  wants  ; 
difeontents  of  every  defeription  at 
their  greateft  height ;  difeords  re- 
kindled  ;  the  defenders  of  the  coun¬ 
try  rewarded  for  their  triumphs, 
faerifices,  and  wounds,  by  infults, 
and  proferiptions  ;  and,  finally,  ex¬ 
ternal  peace  retarded  by  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  new  innovations.  Such, 
citizens,  is  the  pi&ure  which  the 
republic  prefents  ;  and  it  is  thus, 
that  the  hope  of  the  eftablifliment 
of  the  conftitutional  act,  which  had 
been  increasing  for  fome  months, 
has  been  daily  difiipated.  No,  it  is 
not  to  return  to  fo  much  wretched- 
nefs  and  difgrace  that  you  have  en¬ 
countered  the  perils  of  a  revolution. 
Your  children,  your  brothers,  your 
friends,  /hall  not  in  vain  have  dif- 
perfed  the  armies  of  kings,  and 
acquired  the  admiration  of  nations. 
The  factious  will  not  be  allowed  to 
overthrow  the  work  of  the  national 
will.  The  conftitution  of  the  third 
year  fliall  not  be  wreiled  from  us. 
Some  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
Blankenburg,  ufurping  the  title  of 
the  chofen  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  emigrants,  chiefs  of  Chou- 
ans,  heads  of  confpira tors,  men  who 
have  conftantly  betrayed  their  duty 
in  the  molt  eminent  functions,  fliall 
not  deprive  you  of  the  fruits  of  your 
labours.  The  legiflative  body  will, 
doubtlefs,  make  a  wife  diftinrtion. 
It  is  upon  its  patriot! fm  and  its 
tajents  that  you  ought  to  rely  for 
the  accomplilhment  of  this  great  abt 
of  juftice  and  necefiity. — Confide  in 
the  legiflative  body,  and  give  the 
law  its  courfe;  without  which  youy 
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generous  impulfe,  affuming  an  irre¬ 
gular  and  improper  direction,  and 
proceeding  in  the  midft  of  tumult, 
towards  an  object  but  faintly  re¬ 
cognized,  you  will  lofe  the  whole 
fruit  of  your  exertion,  if  you  do  not 
experience  the  fatal  effects  ol  fueh 
conduct  as  you  already  have  fo 
often  experienced  them.  Never 
forget,  citizens,  that  we  are  placed 
between  two  dangers  equally  great, 
that  of  leaving  behind  the  germs  ol 
an  evil  which  infallibly  would  pro¬ 
duce  new  (hocks,  and  that  of  pe- 
rithing  by  the  too  violent-  effect  of 
,  the  remedy. 

La  Reveilliere  Lepaux, 
Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary. 


The  Executive  Directory  to  the  Citi¬ 
zens  of  Paris,  Sept.  4 th,  1797. 

Citizens, 

ROYALTY  has  juft  threatened 
the  conftitution  by  a  new  attack. 
After  having  for  a  whole  year 
ftiaken,  by  their  dark  manoeuvres, 
all  the  foundations  of  the  republic, 
they  thought  that  they  were  fuffi- 
ciently  powerful  to  confummate  its 
deftrudion.  They  thought  them- 
felves  fufficiently  proteded  to  venture 
to  aim  its  firft  attacks  againft  the 
lupreme  depofitaries  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  authority.  Arms  were  daily 
diftributed  to  the  confpirators  ;  and 
all  Paris  knows,  that  one  of  the 
diftributers  was  arretted  with  a  great 
number  of  bonds,  upon  which  he 
had  already  delivered  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  firelocks.  Cards  (lamped 
Legi/lative  Body ,  and  marked  with 
an  R,  were  circulated,  in  order  to 
ferve  as  rallying  ftgns  to  the  con- 
fpirators  charged  with  the  office  of 
mafiacring  .  the  diredory,  and  the 
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deputies  faithful  to  the  caufe  of  the 
people.  A  great  number  of  emi¬ 
grants,  cut-throats  of  Lyons,  and 
brigands  of  La  Vendee,  attraded 
hither  by  the  intrigues  of  royalil'm, 
and  the  tender  intereft  publicly  la- 
vifhed  upon  them,  without  fear  at¬ 
tacked  the  pofts  which  furrounded 
the  executive  diredory  ;  but  the 
vigilance  of  the  government,  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  armed  force,  fruf- 
trated  their  criminal  efforts.  The 
executive  diredory  is  about  to  lay 
before  the  nation  the  authentic  do¬ 
cuments  which  it  has  collected,  con¬ 
cerning  the  manoeuvres  of  the  royal- 
ids.  Yop  will  (hudder  with  horror, 
citizens,  at  the  ..plots  entered  into 
againft  the  fafety  of  every  one  of 
you,  againft  your  property,  againft 
your  deareft  rights,  againft  your 
mod  facred  pofieftions  ;  and  you 
may  calculate  the  extent  of  the 
calamities  from  which  in  future  you 
can  alone  be  prefervecl  by  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  conftitution.  So  many 
triumphs  had  already  crowned  the 
eftablilhment  of  this  conftitution  ; 
your  generals  and  your  intrepid 
defenders,  had  furrounded  it  with 
their  immortal  trophies;  at  the 
fame  of  their  vidories,  agriculture 
and  commerce  refumed  their  acti- 
vity,  public  credit  by  degrees  reco¬ 
vered,  confidence  and  fecurity  began 
to  fpring  up  in  every  heart ;  and 
this  is  the  moment  which  has  been 
pitched  upon  to  rekindle  your  ani- 
mofities,  to  propagate  fuperftition, 
to  recognize  the  power  of  fanati- 
cifm,  to  fow  doubts  and  alarms  in 
every  bread,  by  opening  new  ave¬ 
nues  for  the  return  of  the  emigrants, 
to  (hake  the  guarantee  of  public 
contrads,  to  give  the  fignal  of  civil 
war,  and  to  retard,  by  the  hopes 
with  which  foreign  nations  were  in- 
fpired,  the  fo  much  wilhed  eonclufton 
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of  peace  with  our  external  foes, 
honourable  and  folid,  worthy  of  the 
triumph  of  the  French  people,  and 
of  their  generofity.  No,  you  will 
not  lofe  the  fruits  of  your  long 
facrifices,  you  will  rife  indignantly 
againft  thofe  bafe  emigrants,  the 
authors  of  our  calamities,  of  all 
our  agitations,  of  all  our  bufferings. 
You  will  arm  yourfelves  to  flop 
their  defigns,  and  to  defend  againtt 
their  attacks,  your  perfons,  your 
property,  and  your  rights.  But 
beware  of  agitations  : — do  not  dif- 
grace  the  moft  glorious  of  caufes, 
by  the  exceffes  of  an  anarchy  juftly 
abhorred.  Refped  property.  Let 
not  an  ill-diredted  patriotic  impulfe 
throw  you  into  a  fatal  confufion. 
Obey  no  voice  but  that  of  the 
avowed  chiefs  appointed  by  the 
government.  Rely  upon  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  your  magiftrates,  and  upon 
the  exertions  of  your  legiflators, 
who  have  remained  faithful  to  the 
caufe  of  the  people.  Patriotifm 
will  refume  all  its  energy,  the  con- 
ftitution  all  its  force,  the  nation  all 
its  glory,  and  every  citizen  will  en¬ 
joy,  in  their  fulleft  extent,  liberty, 
happinefs,  and  tranquillity. 


Addrefs  of  the  tzvo  Councils  to  the 
Departments ,  and  to  the  Armies , 
21  Frudidor . 

THE  council  of  five  hundred, 
confidering  that  in  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  critical  circumftartces  in 
which  the  republic  is  placed,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  legiflative  body  to 
make  known  to  the  French  people 
the  trammels  that  were  prepared  to 
bind  them  down  to  flavery,  and  to 
overthrow  the  republican  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  third  year  ;  to  manifeft 
to  them  the  fentiments  and  the 


hopes  of  the  legiflature,  and  at  thd 
fame  time  to  guard  againft  the  man¬ 
oeuvres  which  the  accomplices  of 
the  eonfpirators  may  attempt,  in 
order  to  deceive  them, — 

Declare  that  there  is  urgency, 
and  adopt  the  following  refolu- 
tion  :  — 

Article  L  The  legiflative  body 
makes  to  the  departments  and  to 
the  armies,  the  following  addrefs  : 

“  Frenchmen,  we  owe  to  you  the 
truth  :  we  are  about  to  tell  you  the 
truth. 

“  A  confpiracy,  which  has  for 
its  objedft  to  eftablifh  in  France  a 
throne,  and  with  privileges  and 
vexations,  a  fhoufand  times  more 
odious  than  thofe  which  were  abo^- 
lifhed  by  your  will ;  a  confpiracy 
conflantly  unmafked,  and  yet  never 
deftroyed,  had  again  brought  the 
republic  to  the  brink  of  an  abyfs. 
The  government,  by  its  wifdom  and 
its  firmnefs,  difconcerted  the  a&ion 
at  the  moment  when  it  was  on  the 
point  of  breaking  out.  One  night 
more,  and  an  eternal  mourning 
would  have  covered  our  country  ! 
One  night  more,  and  an  arbitrary 
defpotifm  would  have  raifed  her 
hideous  head,  and  fealed  her  ufur- 
pation  on  the  bodies  of  all  thofe 
who  had  more  or  lefs  ferved  the 
caufe  of  liberty  !  Men,  who  had  no 
other  ambition  of  popular  power, 
than  to  exercife  it  againft  the  people, 
laboured  for  a  long  time  in  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  this  execrable  projedt ; 
for  the  moft  part  chiefs  of  the  in- 
furgents  of  Vendemiaire,  hardened 
by  impunity,  refumed  the  thread  of 
their  intrigues  ;  they  ftill  eorref- 
ponded  more  audacioufly  than  ever 
with  the  agents  of  the  pretender, 
Louis  XVIII.  The  conteftions  of 
one  of  thefe  royal  agents  (Duverne 
Duprefle)  bear  teftimony  to  the  fadt. 

Their 
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Their  letters  taken  at  Venice,  their 
correfpondence  with  the  emigrants 
and  the  principal  rebels,  prove  it. 
All  the  documents  are  made  public. 
Their  means  were, —  iff.  The  ex¬ 
tinction  of  all  public  national  fpirit. 
^d.  The  aflaffination  of  every  man 
whom  they  branded  with  the  title 
JSufpefted  of  P  at  riot  if m,  and  the 
impunity  granted  to  the  aftaffins 
by  the  tribunals  fold  to  royalifm. 
3d.  The  extinction  of  the  financial 
refources  of  the  ftate.  4th.  The 
vilifying  of  the  government  and  the 
republican  inftitutions.  5th,  Civil 
war  to  be  kindled  in  different  points 
of  the  republic.  6th.  Internal  fafety 
to  be  deftroyed,  and  all  the  road's 
intercepted.  7th.  By  the  ftarving 
of  the  national  creditor,  the  artifan, 
and  the  foldier.  And  finally, — 
8th.  By  the  aClive  fabrication  of  ail 
forts  of  laws  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
flitution. 

“  This  end,  and  all  thefe  means, 
will  not  aftonifh  you,  as  you  will 
learn  by  the  authentic  documents 
found,  that  their  nominations,  or¬ 
dered  beforehand,  and  regulated  by 
particular  offices  of  counter-revo¬ 
lution  in  all  the  departments,  were 
founded  on  a  general  plan,  formed 
and  organized  under  the  name  of 
the  Society  of  Legitimate  Sons ;  a 
fociety,  one  of  whofe  rules  was  the 
matt  abfolute,  the  moll  blind  de¬ 
votion  of  its  members  to  the  orders 
that  fhould  be  given  them  by  their 
unknown  chiefs.  It  was  by  thefe 
means,  French  citizens,  that  you 
have  feen  fpring  out  all  at  once, 
from  the  bofom  of  your  primary 
and  electoral  affemblies,  this  crowd 
of  delegates,  hitherto  unknown  in 
the  revolution,  or  -known  only  by 
their  ineivifm  the  moft  revolting. 
It  was  by  thefe  means  that  there 
was  formed,  in  altnoft  every  place, 


a  majority  of  men,  feduced,  bribed, 
or  deluded,  who  fpeaking  con- 
ftantly  under  fpecial  mandate,  and 
employing  themfelves  only  in  the 
overthrow  of  the  republic,  made  us 
doubt  whether  their  conftituents  re¬ 
dded  in  France  or  at  Blankenburgh. 
It  was  thus  that  the  votes  of  the 
true  citizens  were  of  no  avail  in  the 
eleClions ;  and  that,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  a  tin  all  number  of  affem- 
blies  where  their  voices  were  at¬ 
tended  to,  almoft  everywhere  the 
votes  of  crime  and  of  royal  intrigue 
were  triumphant.  We  may  con¬ 
ceive  how,  eftablithing  themfelves 
the  judges  of  their  own  elections, 
they  haltened  to  declare  them  good 
or  bad,  as  it  fuited  their  purpofe  : 
fometimes  making  an  argument  of 
the  majority  of  voters,  to  cover 
their  violences,  the  denial  of  juftice, 
and  the  uneonftitutional  nature  of 
thefe  affemblies  ;  and  fometimes 
oppofmg  protefts,  obfcure,  and  with¬ 
out  character,  to  the  formal  wills  of 
a  republican  majority.  Certainly, 
it  is  wonderful,  that  with  fo  many 
means  of  corruption,  and  of  de- 
ftruCtive  influence,  fome  nomina¬ 
tions — nay,  that  one  tingle  place 
fhould  efcape  them  ;  as  after  a  vaft 
conflagration,  we  fometimes  fee  with 
aftoniflmient  fome  buildings  re- 
fpeCted  by  the  flames.  % 

4‘  We  will  not  recall  to  you,  citi¬ 
zens,  what  has  been  the  deplorable 
fuccefs  of  thefe  atrocious  combi¬ 
nations.  In  Floreal,  peace,  honour¬ 
able  and  folid,  fmiled  propitious  to 
our  withes  :  it  is  flown.  Could  it 
reflde  in  a  land  in  convulfion,  ready 
to  cover  itfelf  with  blood  and  allies  ? 
National  credit  had  taken  confift- 
ency  ;  the  creditor  was  about  to  be 
paid  ;  falaries  were  difeharged  in 
currency  ;  and  in  an  inftant,  mifery 
and  penury  returned  to  burft  upon 
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France.  The  creditor  funk  into 
defpair ;  the  infcriptions,  which 
were  at  forty,  fell  to  ten  ;  the  ar¬ 
mies  without  pay,  without  clothing : 
— the  armies  that  had  triumphed 
over  Europe — oh  fhame  !  oh  grief  1 
— were  obliged  to  live  either  upon 
requifition,  or  upon  the  product  of 
their  courage.  And  yet  a  hideous 
laugh  efcaped  from  the  lips  of  the 
artificers  of  counter-revolution  ; 
each  day  they  faw  the  embarraff- 
ments  of  government  augment,  each 
day  they  increafed  them  more  and 

^  i J  ^ 

more  ;  interpretations  the  moft 
forced  ;  want  of  faith  the  moft  im¬ 
prudent;  every  thing  was  good  in 
their  eyes,  provided  they  attained 
the  defired  end.  The  labourers  in 
fanaticifm  were  recalled  ;  a  fcan- 
dalous  and  public  traffic  for  the 
erafure  of  emigrants  was  openly 
carried  on.  Citizens,  alarmed  by 
thefe  appearances,  affembled  to  con¬ 
fer  together  ;  the  right  of  meeting 
was  interdicted  ;  they  reclaimed 
their  rights  ;  they  were  treated  as 
feditious,  and  as  cut-throats  :  they 
complained  of  miferable  men  being 
affaffinated  ;  to  which  it  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  vengeance  was  legitimate, 
and  crime  was  ereded  into  fyftem. 
A  new  revolution,  a  thoufand  times 
more  bloody  than  the  firft,  was 
iffuing  from  every  pore  of  the  body 
politic  ;  but  forne  indifcretions,  fome 
figns  of  premature  joy,  betrayed 
the  conlpirators ;  they  began  to 
take  pride  in  the  title  of  royalifts  ; 
a  reparation,  the  avant-courier  of 
affaffination,  took  place  between  the 
profcribers  and  the  profcribed. 
They  firft  entitled  themfelves  the 
true  reprefentatives  ;  the  others 
were  no  longer  confidered  as  their 
colleagues  ;  judgment  was  palled 
upon  them  ;  they  were  republicans. 
Arms  were  distributed,  poniards 


were  made,  many  of  which  were 
feized  along  with  the  cards  of  ren¬ 
dezvous  ;  regifters  of  inrolment  were 
opened.  Oh  country !  oh  lecret 
and  noble  fentiment  of  liberty  ! 
generous  offspring  of  honour  and 
of  national  pride,  what  art  thou 
become?  Oh  juftice,  morality,  hu¬ 
manity  !  names  fo  often  profaned, 
ye  locial  and  public  virtues,  where 
have  ye  taken  refuge  ?  They  live  in 
the  armies  ! 

“  This  intrepid  advanced  guard 
of  a  nation,  whofe  deftrudion  had 
been  fworn  by  traitors,  faithful  to 
its  oath,  rung  the  alarm ;  its  cry 
was  heard  throughout  all  France  ; 
it  was  heard  in  the  camp  of  the 
enemy ;  it  ftruck  difmay  to  the 
fouls  of  the  traitors.  Then  they 
changed  their  plan  ;  without  being 
lefs  adive,  they  feigned  an  extenfive 
moderation,  to  diminifh  the  means 
of  refinance  which  they  dreaded. 
But  it  was  done  ;  the  reveille  was 
beat ;  the  government,  that  had 
been  fo  long  deceived,  now  recol¬ 
lected  that  it  alfo  was  the  repofitory 
of  the  conftitution,  and  guardian  of 
the  deliinies  of  the  republic.  In 
the  two  councils  a  majority,  coura¬ 
geous  and  clear-lighted,  conftantly 
in  open  combat  with  a  fadion  un~ 
mafked,  no  longer  defpaired  of 
bringing  back  to  their  fide  thofe 
faithful  members  that  the  party  had 
only  inlifted  by  deceiving  them. 
They  perceived  that  the  conftitu¬ 
tion,  in  not  fore  feeing  the  cafe  of  a 
fadion  of  legiflators  overthrowing 
it,  even  by  furrounding  themfelves 
with  the  appearance  of  its  forms, 
left,  by  this  very  omiffion,  to  thofe 
who  were  defirous  to  fave  it,  the 
right  of  employing  every  fort  of 
meafure  to  that  purpofe,  and  that 
it  was  abfurd  to  pretend,  that  if  a 
fadious.  or  deceived  minority  fhould 
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decree  the  abrogation  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  all  the  powers  instituted  by  the 
conftitution,  ought  to  (hut  their 
eyes,  and  execute  the  decree. 

“  Frenchmen,  the  event  did  not 
deceive  their  hopes  ;  and  this  time 
again,  as  in  the  tennis-court,  Pro¬ 
vidence,  the  preferver  of  know¬ 
ledge,  of  the  virtues,  and  of  liberty, 
protected  the  republic  !  You  know 
the  refult  of  the  memorable  day  of 
the  18  th  Fru&idor:  the  confpira tors 
were  arrefted ;  the  legiflative  body, 
freed  from  oppreffion,  and  enlight¬ 
ened  on  the  reiterated  manoeuvres 
of  the  guilty,  feeling  their  own 
dignity  and  their  duties,  were  not 
wanting  to  the  one,  while  they 
difcharged  the  oth<*r  with  courage. 
They  did  not,  and  they  ought  not 
to  place  any  confideration  whatso¬ 
ever,  in  circumftances  fo  imperious, 
in  the  balance  with  the  fafety  of  the 
country  and  the  conftitution  ;  but 
in  Striking  down  the  confpirators, 
they  did  not  forget  that  they  repre¬ 
sented  a  fenfible  and  great  nation, 
and  that  they  ought  to  preferve  to 
it  its  character.  Thefe  men,  who 
talked  of  humanity  while  they  were 
meditating  affaffinations;  thefe  men, 
who  would  not  have  fpared  the  life 
of  a  Single  republican,  are  going  to 
lead  their  own  lives  far  from  us 
witli  remorfe  and  opprobium  :  they 
are  tranfported. 

“  Not  a  drop  of  blood,  not  an 
a6t  of  violence  or  diforder,  has 
ftained  this  day.  Thus,  this  great 
and  wife  attitude  of  Frenchmen, 
and  particularly  of  our  brothers  in 
arms,  on  this  terrible  oeeafion,  in 
completing  their  eulogium,  attefts 
the  bafenefs  and  infamy  of  thofe 
who,  in  their  criminal  correspond¬ 
ence,  and  in  their  audacious  libels, 
have  dared  to  paint  Frenchmen  as 
robbers  and  ruffians.  The  confti- 
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tution  is  their  fortune;  they  have 
Sealed  it  with  their  blood ;  they  will 
not  fuffer  it  to  be  attacked ;  French¬ 
men  have  placed  it  between  royalty 
and  anarchy,  and  they  know  how  to 
keep  it  in  its  place. 

“  Oh  ye  fathers,  mothers,  huf- 
bands,  children  !  whom  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  misfortunes  and  the 
difafters  of  the  revolution  have  ir¬ 
ritated,  confider  with  affright  what 
a  horrible  revolution  they  have  pre¬ 
pared  for  you  anew ;  and  may  this 
Sentiment  remove  for  ever  from 
your  hearts,  thofe  barbarous  enmi¬ 
ties,  thofe  murderous  oppofitions, 
which  difiolve  a  nation  and  plunge 
it  in  a  deluge  of  calamities  ! 

“  Citizens,  the  mifchief  unmaflt- 
ed  will  no  doubt  try  to  calumniate 
us,  and  to  arm  you  one  againft  an¬ 
other.  Thefe  calumnies  we  defpife, 
but  we  cannot  defpife  your  peril. 
We  have  told  you  the  truth  ;  do 
you  examine  the  intereft  of  thofe 
who  Shall  Speak  to  you  in  other 
language.  The  legiflative  body  con¬ 
jures  you  to  this  —  repel  far  from 
you  every  infidious  insinuation;  let 
not  England  and  Auftria  tear  from 


you  the  fruits  of  this  laft  victory, 
which  clofes  at  length  the  revo¬ 
lution.  Let  us  gather  round  the 
conftitution ;  let  us  think  and  feet 
that  its  fpirit  and  its  letter  ought 
never  to  be  Separated. 

“  Oh  !  if  after  twenty  years  of 
this  civil  war,  that  they  wiflied  to 
inflidt  upon  us,  and  of  the  frightful 
cataftrophes  that  would  be  its  ne- 
cefiary  confequences,  a  beneficent 
genius  were  to  bring  us  this  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  third  year,  with  what 
tranfport  Should  we  not  receive  it  J 
what  tears  of  gratitude  would  it  not 
make  us  fhed  !  what  neweft  hopes 
would  it  not  revive  in  families  re-r 
duced  to  defolation  ! — Well,  we 
*  H  li  hav« 
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have  it,  we  poffefs  it,  let  us  learn 
to  preferve  it.  As  to  you,  French¬ 
men,  it  is  to  your  union,  it  is  to 
your  confidence,  that  we  are  to  look 
for  encouragement.  Returning  pre¬ 
sently  to  our  ordinary  labours,  all 
our  cares  will  be  to  clofe  the 
wounds  which  our  enemies*  are 
Striving  to  enlarge.  The  restoration 
of  the  finances,  of  commerce,  of 
induftry,  of  agriculture  ;  the  foluce 
of  the  indigent  claffes,  of  the  liof- 
pi tells,  of  the  national  creditor  ;  the 
debt  of  our  immortal  defenders,  will 
demand  our  fir  ft  regards.  Peace 
alfo,  that  confoling  peace  which  is 
acquired  by  victory,  fha.ll  Speedily 
come,  and  we  have  the  folid  hope 
of  it,  to  confolidate  all  our  triumphs, 
and  to  repair  all  our  Ioffes.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  the  enemy  fhould  be 
obfti-nate,  to  precipitate  their  own 
deftrudion,  may  the  union  of  our 
good  citizens,  may  their  attachment 
to  the  constitution  and  government 
of  the  third  year,  be  at  once  their 
aefpair,  and  the  pledge  of  their  ap¬ 
proaching  ruin  ! 

“  Magistrates,  adminiftrators, 
functionaries,  the  voice  of  your 
country  calls  you  back  to  your  pods. 
Every  where  in  a  republic,  that  man 
is  in  the  field  of  honour  who  con- 
duds  himfelf  as  a  republican.  Men 
of  letters,  you  whom  the  defpotifm 
of  calumny  reduced  to  filence,  re¬ 
lume  your  priftine  energy ;  com¬ 
mence  your  republican  inltrudion  ; 
make  the  coward  a  polo  gifts  of  Sla¬ 
very  to  blufh;  aid  alfo  the  legislative 
body  and  the  government ;  form  the 
manners  of  the  nation. 

1“  Frenchmen,  unity  of  adion  is 
re  eftablifhed  between  the  two  grqat 
powers,  not  that  which  refill ts  from 
-  the  dependence  of  one  of  them, 
but  that  which  produces  the  har¬ 
mony  of  reciprocal  wills.  We  have 


expofed  to  you  our  conduct  and 
our  principles;  our  life  is  altogether 
devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
republic  ;  we  will  not  fay  that  we 
are  merely  ready  to  lofe  our  lives 
in  combating  the  factions,  but  we 
Swear  to  you  that  we  will  overcome 
them.” 


Proclamation  of  the  Executive  Di- 
rebiory  to  the  French  Nation ,  to 
the  end  that  the  French  Armies 
may  be  complete  and  ready  to 
march  by  the.  15 th  V cndemiaire 
next,  Oct.  6. 

THE  iStli  Frudidor  (Sept.  4) 
impofed  Silence  on  the  orators  of 
London  who  were  Stationed  in  Paris. 
After  that  very  memorable  day  the 
Englifh  ambaffador,  p  re  fifed  to  ex¬ 
plain  himfelf  in  a  pofitive  manner 
as  to  the  firft  objed  of  his  legation, 
fet  off  on  his  return  for  England. 
On  her  fide,  Auftria  Suffers  herfelf 
to  he  directed  by  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James's, which  labours  incefiantly 
to  diftrad  Europe  and  to  foment 
troubles  on  the  Continent.  The  em¬ 
peror  thwarts  the.  with  of  his  States 
and  that  .of  his  court :  he  refills  the 
peace  of  which  his  fubjeds  are  in 
need,  and  confines  himfelf  exclu¬ 
sively  to  preparations  for  war.  His 
armaments  apprize  us  of  what  we 
Gurfelves  have  to  do.  If  the  gene- 
rous  loyalty  which  urged  us  to  fub- 
icribe  to  the  articles  of  Leoben  is 
abided  ;  if,  fpeaking  conftantly  of 
peace,  nothing  is  breathed  hut  war, 
the  French  nation,  which  merely 
Speaks  of  war  becaule  it  is  de- 
firous  of  peace,  muff  put  itfelf  in 
a  condition  to  ’  Support  its  dig¬ 
nity  ;  and  the  valour  of  its  ar¬ 
mies  muff  recover  its  advantages. 
—  It  is  more  especially  efiential 
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fuliv  to  convince  the  enemy,  that 
there  is  no  longer  in  France  but 
one  party,  but  one1  fentiment,  but 
one  intereft,  that  of  a  fovereign 
nation,  which  is  fenfible  of  its 
greatnefs,  and  which  willies  to  pre¬ 
serve  its  liberty.  The  executive 
diredory  is  fwayed  by  no  other 
motives  than  thiele.  The  conlli- 
tutionaf  law  authorizes  it  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  fatety  of  the  ftate.  It 
is  pleafed  to  make  you  the  judges  of 
the  reafons  which  determine  it  do 
employ  this  facred  right.  Your 
enemies,  who  are  not  able-  to  refift 
your  courage,  have  endeavoured  to 
fubdue  you  by  ftratagem.  They 
deceived  you  by  the  fliow  of  nego¬ 
tiations.  If  they  had  been  fmcerely 
defirous  of  what  they  appeared  to 
leek,  peace  would  have  been  now 
concluded.  The  executive  diredory 
hafiened  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the 
French  armies.  It  gave  itfelf  up 
with  fincerity  to  the  hope  of  the 
good  underftanding  which  dazzled 
its  fight ;  and  eftjoyed,  in  idea,  the 
means  it  was  about  to  pofiefs,  of 
caufing  liberty  to  be  beloved,  and 
of  procuring  for  France  as  great  a 
proportion  of  happinefs  in  peace, 
as  flie  had  acquired  of  glory  in  war. 
But  after  having  obtained  this  in¬ 
terruption  in  the  progrefs  of  our 
v  idiocies,  what  did  our  enemies 
wifi  ?  To  gain  time  to  foment 
among  you  inteftine  divifons,  and 
to  take  advantage  of  what  would 
refult  from  them,  to  caufe  French¬ 
men  to  maflacre  each  other,  until 
they  fhould  be  enabled  to  fall  on  the 
remnant  of  population,  to  divide 
among  themfelves  the  flireds  of  the 
country  thus  divided,  and  to  blot 
out  France  from  the  lift  of  nations. 
Republican  good  faith  could  not 
have  fufpeded  this  fnare  of  the 


policy  of  courts :  you  mull,  how¬ 
ever,  have  feen,  citizens,  whether 
this  plan  was  not  faithfully  followed 
up  :  the  majority  of  your  public 
fundionaries  compofed  the  auxiliary 
army  which  fought  in  the  bofom  of 
France  for  your  moft  cruel  enemies. 
— They  had  called  hither  lwarms 
of  thole  barbarous  emigrants  who 
are  bent  on  tearing  in  pieces  the 
vitals  of  their  country,  and  of  thofe 
fanatical  priefts  who  are  fkillecl  in 
kindling  up  every  where  the  mur¬ 
derous  zeal  of  homicidal  piety.  The 
national  tribune  no  longer  refounded, 
unlefs  with  the  voices  of  the  depu¬ 
ties  of  Auftria  and  England,  calum¬ 
niating  your  defenders,  infulting 
your  generals,  employing  them¬ 
felves  in  paralyzing  your  govern¬ 
ment,  and  reducing  it  gradually  to 
the  abfolute  nullity  which  corref- 
ponded  fo  well  with  their  royal  in- 
l'trudions,  and  with  the  views  of 
their  conftituents.  At  length  the 
veil  is  torn  off :  the  partizans  of  the 
foreign  courts  are  no  longer  the 
organs  of  the  national  will ;  the 
helm  of  the  republic  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  republicans  ;  and  the  people 
of  France  have  French  reprefenta- 
tives.  Citizens,  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  what  courfe  ought  your 
magiflrates  to  purfue  ?  Animated 
by  a  fmcere  with  to  give  France  a 
peace  worthy  of  her,  that  is  to  fay, 
a  folid  peace,  agreeable  to  her  in- 
terefts,  and  conformable  to  her 
engagements,  how  are  they  at  this 
•time  to  repel  the  pretentions  and 
elude  the  frauds  of  the  cabinet  of 
London?  How  are  they  to  put  an 
end  to  the  indecilive  tardinefs  of  the 
cabinet  of  Vienna,  and  to  free 
Auhria  herfeif  from  Engliih  influ¬ 
ence,  the  only  real  obhacle  to  the 
peace  of  Europe  ?  There  is  but  one 
*  II  h  2  mode. 
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mode.  Since  your  enemies,  in 
feigning  to  negotiate,  hold  them- 
felves  in  an  hoftile  Rate,  their  ex¬ 
ample  forces  you  again  to  take  up 
arms,  and  abfolves  you,  by  antici¬ 
pation,  from  all  the  calamities 
which,  in  their  territories,  are  about 
to  be  the  inevitable  refult  of  the 
rupture  of  the  truce.  Ah  !  if  war 
be  a  fcourge  which  cannot  be  too 
much  detelted,  but  the  horrors  of 
which  fall  on  thofe  by  whom  it 
was  provoked  ;  if  humanity  revolts 
againft  thofe  who  fired  blood,  who 
plunder  cities,  and  lay  provinces 
wafie  without  a  neceftity ;  if  the 
author  of  an  iniquitous  war  be  re- 
fponfible  for  the  deftrudion  of  the 
cottages  which  are  burned,  for  the 
lofs  of  commerce  which  enfues,  for 
the  provihons  which  are  deftroyed, 
for  the  violences,  diforders,  and 
crimes  which  are  committed  with 
arms  in  the  hand  ;  if  thofe  who  feed 
on  the  horrors  of  war,  entered  into 
without  pretext,  and  without  rea- 
fon,  are  ferocious  monfters,  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  name  of  men,  not 
merely  enemies  of  the  countries 
which  they  caulk  to  be  laid  wafie, 
but  of  the  whole  human  race  — 
you  who  have  for  fix  years  been 
forced  to  fight  for  your  indepen¬ 
dence  !  you,  on  whom  certain  per¬ 
fidious  men  endeavoured  to  beftow 
the  fatal  gift  of  a  civil  war  !  you, 
who  conquerors  and  triumphant, 
laid  down  your  arms  to  propole  and 
hear  the  words  of  peace !  you  will 
not  have  to  dread  the  imprecations, 
the  legitimate  anathemas  which  na¬ 
ture  and  juftice  addrefs  to  your  ene¬ 
mies. — In  returning,  againft  your 
will,  to  the  bloody  conteft  from 
which  you  had  withdrawn  your- 
lelves,  you  may  protell  in  the  face 
of  the  whole  world  what  your  in¬ 


tentions  have  been,  and  call  on 
Heaven  to  witnefs  the  juftice  of  the 
caule  you  are  about  to  defend. 
Thus  then,  citizens,  again  take  up 
your  arms,  without  ceafing  to  be 
defirous  of  peace.  Your  government 
perfeveres  in  offering  it  on  the  con¬ 
ditions  which  appeared  to  be  meet 
and  compatible.  Perhaps  the  war¬ 
like  appearance  you  are  about  to 
relume  will  fuffice  to  obtain  a  con- 
fent  of  thefe  conditions  :  but  if  they 
fhould  be  refilled,  you  will  maintain 
the  honour  and  the  laws  of  the  re¬ 
public.  It  is  in  the  name  of  the 
nation,  it  is  to  fulfil  its  will,  to 
fecure  its  lights  and  to  preferve  its 
glory,  that  the  executive  power  re¬ 
calls  to  their  ftandards  all  foldiers 
of  the  country  who  have  withdrawn 
from  them  on  any  caufe  whatever. 
The  executive  diredory  accordingly 
enjoins  its  commiftioners  Rationed  in 
the  departments,  to  caufe  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted,  without  delay,  and  without 
reftridion,  the  laws  of  4  Frimaire 
and  4  Nivofe,  of  the  fourth  year, 
together  with  the  refolutions  of 
4  V entofe,  and  the  fubfequent  ones, 
and  to  caufe  all  the  foldiers  and 
requifttions  whatever,  who  are  now 
at  their  homes,  to  join  by  the 
15th  Vendemiaire  (Odober  6). 
Frenchmen  !  it  is  neceflary  that  at 
this  epoch  your  armies  fhould  be 
complete,  that  they  fhould  be  ready 
to  march,  and  that  their  awful  and 
terrible  afped  fhould  inftantly  com¬ 
mand  that  glorious  peace,  which 
for  fix  months  paft  ought  to  have 
been  the  fruit  of  their  triumphs. 
The  executive  diredory  refolves, 
that  the  above  proclamation  fhall 
be  printed,  folemnly  publifhed,  and 
fixed  up  in  all  tha  communes  of  the 
republic  by  its  commiftioners  fta- 
tioned  at  the  central  departmental 
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adminiftrations ;  and  that  the  war 
minifter  fhall  take  all  the  neceffary 
meafures  for  its  fpeedy  execution, 
of  which  he  iha'.l  give  an  account 
every  three  days  to  the  directory. 

Reveilliere  Lepaux, 
Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary  General. 
Sept.  20 . 


Proclamation  of  the  Executive  Di¬ 
rectory  to  the  French  People . 

Citizens,  5 th  Brumaire , 

THE  proclamation  of  the  4th 
complementary  day  in  the  5th  year 
(•20  Sept.)  had  for  its  objed  to  put 
the  French  armies  in  a  condition 
to  march  on  the  15th  Vendemiaire, 
(October  6th.) 

The  defenders  of  their  country 
have  liflened  to  the  voice  ot  the 
executive  diredory.  From  every 
part  they  have  rejoined  their  re- 
fpeclive  armies,  and  the  minifter  at 
war  has  returned  on  this  head  the 
moll  fatisfadory  accounts.  In  this 
generous  ardour,  in  this  eager  zeal 
for  the  maintenance  of  liberty,  the 
fpirit  of  Frenchmen  was  recognifecl. 

Their  warlike  attitude  has  al¬ 
ready  overthrown  the  obftacles 
which  the  cabinet  ol  St.  James’s  has 
lo  long  oppofed  to  the  conclufion 
of  a  peace  with  the  emperor.  On 
viewing  your  pofition,  Auftria  re¬ 
turned  to  her  true  interefts,  and  on 
the  26th  Vendemiaire,  the  treaty 
which  was  fufpended  for  more  than 
fix  months,  was  concluded  at  Campo 
Formio,  near  Udina,  between  the 
commander  in  chief,  Buonaparte, 
plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  and  four  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  emperor,  king  ol  Bohemia  and 
Hungary.  You  will  learn  with 


pleafure  that  feveral  millions  of 
men  have  been  reflored  to  liberty, 
and  that  the  French  nation  is  the 
benefadrefs  of  thefe  people. 

But  this  is  not  all.  A  congrefs 
is  about  to  be  affembled,  in  order  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  the  empire. 
Citizens,  every  thing  prefages  that 
in  a  fhort  time  you  will  gather  the 
fruit  of  fo  many  facrifices.  The 
peace  of  the  continent  will  loon  be 
fixed  on  an  immovable  bale. 

It  only  remains  to  you  to  punifh 
the  perfidy  of  the  cabinet  of  Lon¬ 
don,  which  is  11  ill  lo  blinded  as  to 
think  of  making  other  nations  the 
Haves  of  their  maritime  tyranny, 
and  who  deceive  the  Engldh  them- 
felves  by  extorting  from  them  the 
means  of  prolonging  on  the  ocean 
the  calamities  of  war,  the  effulion 
of  human  blood,  the  deftrudion  of 
commerce,  and  all  the  horror  in 
which  it  traffics,  and  for  which  it 
pays.  Thefe,  however,  will  ffiortly 
be  retorted  on  themfelves.  It  is 
at  London  that  all  the  miferies  of 
Europe  have  been  fabricated,  and 
it  is  there  that  they  mull  be  termi¬ 
nated.  Citizens,  under  thefe  cir- 
cumllances  the  end  very  nearly  ap¬ 
proaches  of  thofe  military  efforts 
which  the  government  is  ftill  to 
exped  from  French  valour.  But 
until  this  objed  be  attained,  be  on 
your  guard  :  do  not  lay  down  thofe 
arms  which  make  you  fo  terrible  to 
the  enemies  of  your  independence ; 
do  not  liften  to  the  perfidious  l’ug- 
geftions  of  thofe  who  would  with  to 
deftroy  the  effed  of  your  triumph  ; 
they  are  about  to  repeat  to  you 
that,  peace  being  concluded,  you 
fhould  now  return  to  your  homes  ? 
yes,  the  diredory  has  undoubtedly 
figned  for  you  a  glorious  peace;  but, 
in  order  to  enjoy  its  happinefs,  it 
*  II  h  3  .  is 
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is  neceffary  that  you  fhould  finifh 
your  work  ;  that  you  fhould  enforce 
the  execution  of  thofe  articles  which 
have  been  agreed  upon  between  the 
emperor  and  France  ; — you  fhould 
aid  the  prompt  decifion  of  thofe 
which  are  ftill  pending  with  the 
empire  ;  and,  in  fine,  you  muft 
crown  your  exploits  by  the  invafion 
of  that  ifland  where  your  anceltors 
carried  flavery  under  William  the 
conqueror,  and  carry  thither  again 
the  genius  of  liberty,  which  will 
difembark  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  French. 

Citizens,  be  affured  that  govern¬ 
ment  is  defirous  of  accelerating 
that  happy  moment  when,  in  con¬ 
cert  with  the  legillature,  they  can 
reduce  their  armies  to  the  footing 
of  a  peace  eftablifhment,  recorri- 
penfe  thofe  heroes  who  compofe 
them,  and,  after  having  cOnfec rated 
their  valour  by  feafls  and  monu¬ 
ments  worthy  of  their  triumphs, 
fpread  through  every  canton  that 
republican  fpirit  with  which  the 
armies  have  been  animated,  by 
fending  to  their  homes  thofe  of 
their  defenders  who  have  a  right  to 
return. 

But  of  this  you  fhall  judge  your- 
fe-lvcs.  The  hour  lias  not  yet  ft  ruck : 
a  few  inilants  more,  and  the  French 
republic,  triumphantly  eftablifhed, 
and  everywhere  acknowledged,  will 
enjoy  that  repofe  which  it  is  to 
procure  to  the  world. 

The  executive  diredory  decrees 
that  the  above  proclamation  fhall 
be  printed,  and  lent  into  all  the  de¬ 
partments  and  to  the  armies  ;  and 
that  the  arret  annexed  to  the  decree 
of  the  4th  complementary  day  fhall 
continue  to  be  executed  according 
to  its  form  and  tenor. 


The  Minijier  of  the  Marine  Depart¬ 
ment  and  Colonies,  to  the  Civil 
and  Military  Officers ,  and  to  the 
Seamen  and  Marines  of  the  Navy . 

“  Citizens,  Nov.  6,  1797. 

<l  THE  time  is  at  length  arrived, 
when  peace,  reftored  to  the  Conti¬ 
nent  by  the  wifdom  of  the  executive 
diredory  and  the  valour  of  our 
brave  armies,  leaves  to  the  repub¬ 
lic  only  one  enemy  to  vanquifh. 
The  folicitude  of  the  legiflative  body 
and  the  government — the  hopes  of 
the  whole  nation,  will  centre  in  the 
navy ;  and  the  1110ft  efficacious 
means  will  concur  for  the  increafe 
of  this  molt  important  part  of  the 
public  force. 

“  Marines!  it  is  you  who  hence¬ 
forward  will  have  to  fight ;  it  is  to 
you  that  is  referved  the  honour  of 
terminating  a  war  which  has  for  fo 
long  a  time  afilided  human  nature, 
to  footh  the  ambition  and  hatred  of 
a  proud  and  perfidious  power. 

“  You  remember  what  has  been 
the  policy  of  the  Englifli  govern¬ 
ment  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution.  It  was  it  that,  by 
artifice  and  manoeuvre,  fet  on  foot 
the  coalition  of  the  kings  of  Europe 
againfl  a  nation  which  wiflied  to 
enjoy  liberty,  and  which,  exclu- 
fively  occupied  in  its  own  regene¬ 
ration,  had  folemnly  declared,  that 
it  would  not  interfere  with  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  any  people. 

“It  was  the  Englifh  government 
that  fowed  in  France  the  feeds  of 
trouble,  miftruft,  diffenfion — which 
lavifiied  gold  to  divide  the  firft  au¬ 
thorities,  and  to  difgrace  by  its  ex- 
ceffes  our  moft  noble  inftitutions. 

“  It  was  the  Englifh  government 
which,  in  defpite  of  the  lights  of 
*  men, 
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men,  attempted  to  ruin  our  finances 
by  the  introduftion  of  falfe  affignats, 
and  by  the  adulteration  of  the  coin. 

“It  was  the  Englifh  government 
which,  having  got  pofteffion  of  the 
port  of  Toulon,  not  by  force,  but  by 
the  bafelt  treachery,  threw  into  dun¬ 
geons,  or  cauled  to  be  aflklfinated, 
your  brethren  in  arms,  faithful  to 
their  country.  It  was  the  Englifh 
who,  forced  to  fly  fhamefully,  car¬ 
ried  flames  into  the  magazines,  the 
veffels,  and  the  habitations  of  the 
citizens,  in  the  hope  of  converting 
into  a  heap  of  cinders  this  bulwark 
of  the  republic  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean. 

“  It  was  the  Englifh  government 
that  lighted  up  the  torches  of  civil 
war  in  La  Vendee,  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Weft,  at  Lyons,  and  in 
the  South.  It  was  it  that  drew 
together,  under  the  banners  of  fanati- 
cifm  and  ariftocracy,  credulous  men 
deluded  by  traitors,  who  had  fold 
themfelves  to  that  government.  It 
is  it  that,  for  the  fpace  of  four  years, 
has  inceffantly  fanned  that  confum- 
ing  fire,  little  caring  whether  it  was 
profperous  or  unfuccefsful,  provided 
the  blood  of  Frenchmen  flowed. 

“  It  is  the  Englifh  government 
that  has  vomited  upon  our  coafts 
the  refugees  who  wifhed  to  tear  the 
bofqm  of  their  country,  in  order  to 
fubject  us  again  to  the  yoke  of  def- 
potifm.  It  is  it  that,  by  every  kind 
of  feduftion,  introduced  all  the  roy¬ 
al  i  Its  who  propofed  the  counter 
revolution,  and  whofe  infamous  pro¬ 
jects  were  defeated  by  the  glorious 
day  of  the  18th  FruCtidor  (Sept.  4.) 

“  It  is  that  government,  in  tine — 
it  is  that  alone,  which  prolongs  the 
troubles  that  ftill  agitate  feveral 
countries  of  the  world,  and  endea¬ 
vours  to  deceive  Europe  by  falfe 
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demonftrations,  and  an  apparent 
defire  of  peace. 

“  Sailors  !  the  mod  brilliant  ca¬ 
reer  now  opens  before  you  :  foon 
will  the.  army  of  England  be  aft  ena¬ 
bled  on  the  ocean  :  you  go  to  mingle 
with  the  conquerors  of  Fleurus  and 
Areola  :  the  hero  of  Italy,  all  thofe 
brave  men  who  have  extended  the 
limits  of  the  republic,  lhall  be  in 
your  ranks  in  your  veffels ;  and 
their  prefence  alone  ftiall  make  the 
enemy  tremble,  who  lhall  not  long 
have  any  barrier  to  oppofe  to  you. 

“  Adminiftrators !  a  grand  talk 
is  impofed  upon  you.  The  works 
mu  ft  receive  a  new  impulfe — Acti¬ 
vity  is  about  to  reign  in  the  arfenals; 
and  the  genius  of  liberty,  which  has 
increafed  the  French  armies,  which 
has  produced  fo  many  prodigies, 
which  has  triumphed  over  fo  many 
obftacles,  will  prefide  over  the  reite¬ 
ration  of  the  navy.  Felicitate  your- 
•felves  in  your  co-operation  in  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  labour;  and  let  the  love^of 
the  country,  that  energetic  fentiment 
which,  under  royalty,  is  no  more 
than  a  vain  word,  and  which  exifts 
only  in  republics,  redouble  your  zeal 
and  your  efforts. 

“  All  you,  citizens,  to  whom  the 
executive  directory  confides  the 
deareft  interefts  of  the  republic,  de¬ 
pend  upon  its  paternal  folicitude : 
the  end  of  your  privation  is  at 
hand:  your  wants,  and  thofe  of  your 
families  lhall  be  provided  for,  and 
you  ftiall  have  no  longer  to  ftruggle 
againlt  that  penury  which  had  long 
afflicted  you,  without  diminifhing 
your  courage.  Second  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  the  government.  Remember 
the  caufe  which  you  are  to  defend, 
and  you-  will  defend  it. — Be  ad 
united  in  the  fame  i  ntiment.  'Let 
the  fame  wifh  exilt  in  every  heart, 
*H  h  4  which 
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which  fhould  be  pronounced  from 
every  mouth,  “  Perifli  the  Englifii 
government !  Live  the  republic 
(Signed)  Pleville  Lepelley.” 


F rocfamation  of  the  French  Directory 
to  Frenchmen. 

Frimaire,  Nov.  21. 

Citizens, 

THE  intereft  of  the  republic  calls 
on  you  for  a  new  triumph.  After 
innumerable  battles,  where  victory  • 
always  retted  on  your  fide,  you  are 
called  on  to  fubdue  the  firtt,  the  moft 
intradable,  and  the  melt  cunning  of 
your  enemies. 

The  executive  diredory  is  defi- 
rous  of  a  general  peace.  It  withes 
fuch  a  peace  for  you  and  for  Europe. 
It  is  now  one  year  or  more  fince 
a  faithlefs  enemy,  reftlefs  and  buz¬ 
zing,  has  drfturbed  all  the  cabinets, 
loudly  propofing  peace,  and  fecret- 
ly  blowing  up  the  embers  of  war. 
They  affect  to  extinguifli  with  one 
hand  the  torch  which  they  are  re¬ 
kindling  with  the  other.  They 
fend  out  with  pomp  their  pacifica¬ 
tor,  yet  they  ftifie  every  overture 
which  has  any  tendency  towards 
a  pacification.  This  enemy  your 
indignation  can  at  once  point  out 
and  name ;  it  is  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James’s,  the  moft  corrupting  and 
corrupted  of  the  governments  of 
Europe  ;  it  is  the  Engliih  govern¬ 
ment. 

It  is  not  only  againft  French  li¬ 
berty  that  this  government  had  di¬ 
rected  its  confpiracy  ;  it  is  againft 
the  whole  world.  This  perfidious 
government  withes  to  trouble,  lub- 
jugate,  or  defolate  every  part  of  the 
globe.  Say,  Americans,  who  were 
diredly  or  indiredly  your  real  rul¬ 
ers  ? — Unfortunate  Indians,  fpeak 


— by  what  deteftable  arts  this  go¬ 
vernment  has  founded  its  tyranny 
amongft  ye? — And  you,  ye  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  ftill  more  unfortunate,  inno¬ 
cent  inhabitants  of  Franconia  and 
of  the  Northern  Alps  ;  ye  numerous 
vidims  of  the  fcourge  of  war,  fay 
who  have  been  the  1110ft  ardent 
inftigators  of  the  fcourge  of  war, 
where  immenfe  treafures  have  been 
engulphed  —  where  more  than  a 
million  of  men  have  been  tlain — 
and  where  the  eye  of  peace  now  can 
view  nothing  but  general  mourning, 
univerfal  mifery,  and  vaft  deipair.  It 
is  under  thefe  circumftances  that  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James’s  has  revealed 
to  afflidted  Europe,  that  (he  alone 
has  felt  nothing  of  thefe  vaft  dif- 
afters.  Hear  the  dil’courfe  held 
from  the  height  of  the  throne, 
“  Our  revenues,”  fays  the  king  of 
England,  “  have  been  meliorated  ; 
our  national  induftry  has  even  had  a 
new  increafe ;  our  commerce  has 
paffed  its  former  limits.” 

If  the  king  of  England  has  told 
the  truth,  what  a  terrible  leffon  is 
this  for  you,  ye  other  powers  of 
Europe?  Of  what  defcription  is 
that  power  which  is  interefted  in 
your  difcords,  who  derives  an  in- 
tereft  from  your  calamities,  who 
profpers  by  your  diftrefs,  and  who 
fattens  on  the  tears,  the  blood  and 
the  fpoils  of  other  nations? 

This  cabinet  may  defire  war,  be- 
caufe  they  are  enriched  by  the  war. 
It  is  this  government,  however,  who 
has  lately  aecufed  France  of  an 
“  infatiable  avarice,”  It  does  not 
fay  that  the  Englifh,  the  firft  deval- 
tators  of  our  itland  of  St.  Domingo, 
have  alfo  taken  without  a  blow  the 
colonies  of  Holland,  at  that  time 
their  ally,  and  that  they  pretend  to 
retain  thele  robberies  under  the 
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name  of  conquefts. — The  king  of 
England,  however,  ftill  i'peaks  to  the 
powers  of  Europe  of  the  ambition  of 
France ! 

The  difpofitions  of  the  French 
towards  other  nations  are  now  un- 
derftood.  They  are  not  to  be  ob- 
fcured  by  vague  allegations.  It 
the  French  republic  can,  by  attain¬ 
ing  her  natural  limits,  repair  the 
faults  of  her  monarchy,  (he  difdams 
the  acquifition  of  foreign  conquefts 
for  this  purpofe.  She  willies  not 
to  opprefs  the  fecondary  ftates  or 
the  feebler  powers.  She  punifhes 
without  hatred,  and,  naturally  ge¬ 
nerous,  the  does  not  even  hate  the 
Englifh  nation.  In  France,  no  mi- 
nifter  fhall  ever  be  deified  for  his 
hatred  to  the  Englifh  nation.  But 
the  people  of  France  are  agreed  on 
one  point : — When  they  remember 
Toulon,  Dunkirk,  Quiberon,  and 
La  Vendee,  they  mull  deleft  the 
cruelty  and  perfidy,  the  bloody 
Machiavelifm  of  the  Britifh  minif- 
try.  They  muft  deplore,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  inconceivable  blind- 
nefs  by  which  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  fuffered  themfelves  to  become 
the  horror  of  the  world. 

The  great  nation  will  avenge  the 
univerfe,  and  for  this  end,  French¬ 
men,  it  offers  you  feveral  means. 
The  firft  and  the  muft  rapid  is  a 
defcent  upon  England.  By  your 
unheard-of  exploits  you  arc  difufed 
from  reckoning  upon  obstacles.  In 
fuch  enterprises  the  name  of  the 
army  is  the  promife  of  triumph, 
and  the  juftice  of  its  caufe  the 
guarantee  of  fuccefs.  There  is  no 
longer  a  time  to  difcufs  the  means, 
or  to  dwell  on  the  probability  of 
effecting  a  defcent.  Where  French¬ 
men  are  at  the  point,  their  will  is 
the  victory.  The  army  of  England 
is  about  to  didate  peace  in  London, 
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and  there,  republicans,  you  fhall 
find  your  auxiliaries.  You  will  find 
there  a  number  of  men  whom  rea- 
fon  has  not  fo  far  abandoned,  not 
to  feel  the  odium  which  their  go¬ 
vernors  have  caft  upon  the  Englifh 
name.  You  will  there  find  thouland* 
of  men  who  have,  long  ftruggled  to 
promote  parliamentary  reform.  You 
will  there  find  artizans  without 
number  who  figh  for  peace,  and 
whom  the  war  reduces  to  wretched- 
nef's,  and  who  weigh  as  light,  in 
the  balance  of  their  diftrefs,  the 
magnificent  trumpery  of  royal  ha¬ 
rangues,  the  illufion  of  manifeftoes, 
and  the  chimeras  of  conqueft  ! — - 
You  will  alfo  find  the  Irifh  nation, 
opprefied  for  fo  many  years,  and 
which  has  borne  with  fo  much  pain 
the  chain  of  a  court  which  has 
been  nourifhed  by  its  fweat,  fed  by 
its  blood,  and  which  now  infults  its 
defpair ! 

Proceed  under  thefe  aufpices, 
brave  republicans  !  Second  the  una¬ 
nimous  wifhes  of  the  nation.  Con¬ 
ducted  by  the  hero  who  has  fo  long 
led  you  in  the  path  of  victory,  you 
will  be  followed  by  the  applaufe  of 
every  juft  and  virtuous  mind.  Go 
and  re-eftablilh  the  dominion  of  the 
feas.  Confine  within  its  juft  limits 
the  difordered  ambition  of  a  govern¬ 
ment,  which  has  not  only  difturbed 
its  own  ftate,  but  that  of  the  uni¬ 
verfe. — The  repofe  of  the  French 
republic  is  identified  with  that  of 
Europe.  At  this  time  the  Britilli 
government  fmiles  with  cold  dif- 
dain,  or  with  a  fierce  regard,  on  all 
the  operations  on  the  continent.  It 
is  for  you  to  make  them  pay  their 
fhare  of  the  expences  of  the  war, 
of  which  fhe  has  eternized  the  dura* 
tion,  and  to  which  they  can  put  an 
end,  whenever  they  l'peak  to  the 
French  republic  a  language  which 

file 
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J  file  may^  underftand,  and  which  die 
may  deem  fmcere. 

Citizens,  you  wall  recognize  your 
own  fentiments  in  thofe  of  the  di¬ 
rectory.  The  fame  fpirit  animates 
your  faithful  reprefentatives.  It  is 
in  vain  that  the  cabinet  of  London 
exhaufts  its  efforts  to  fow  amongft 
you  difcord  and  rniftruft,  or  to  per- 
luade  you  that  their  efforts  have 
fucceeded.  The  1  8th  Frudidor  has 
annihilated  Engl  i  111  influence,  and 
from  that  clay  the  members  of  the 
councils  and  of  the  Directory  offer 
only  the  interefting  fpedacle  of 
complete  union.  No  patriot  can 
have  a  feparate  intereft,  nor  is  there 
In  the  republic  but  one  with  and 
one  opinion.  A  war  againft  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James’s  is  the  unani¬ 
mous  cry  of  France.  What  glory 
is  promifed  to  the  army  of  Eng¬ 
land;  it  is  only  neceffary  to  infplre 
them  with  enthufiafm ;  it  is  only 
neceffary  to  remind  them  of  what 
they  bad  done.  The  walls  of  for¬ 
tified  towns  fell  before  them;  the 
firft  generals  of  the  age  could  not 
refill  them.  Bender  was  taken  pri- 
foner  at  Luxemburg,  and  Wurm- 
fer  at  Mantua.  The  tri-coloured 
ftandard  now  floated  over  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine  and  of  the  JEgean 
Sea.  After  fo  manv  victories,  what 
can  add  to  the  .ardour  of  French 
foldiers?  They  hear  the  voice  of 
their  country,  and  they  remember 
their  own  exploits. 

The  Executive  Directory  decrees 
that  this  proclamation  fhall  be  pub- 
iifhed,  printed,  and  Cent  to  all  the 
communes  of  the  republic,  and  to 
all  the  diviffons  of  their  armies  by 
land  and  fea.  The  miniffers  of  the 
army  of  the  interior,  of  the  marine, 
and  of  the  colonies,  are  to  render  an 
account  of  its  due  publication. 

(Signed) 

Revelliere  Lepaux,  Prefident. 


GISTER,  1797. 

Proclamation  of  Louis  XVIII.  to 
the  French. 

A  profound  grief  penetrates  our 
breaft  every  time  we  fee  French¬ 
men  groaning  in  captivity,  through 
their  attachment  to  the  fafety  of 
France.  But  will  it  fatisfy  your 
tyrants  to  have  procured  new  vic¬ 
tims?  In  this  confpiracy  which  they 
impute  to  them,  in  the  papers  they 
publifh  fo  faftidioufly,  will  they  not 
leek  pretexts  to  calumniate  our  in¬ 
tentions  ?  Is  it  not  to  be  dreaded, 
finally,  that  either  by  forging  pa¬ 
pers,  or  by  throwing  out  fubtle  in- 
finuations,  they  will  attempt  to 
paint  us  to  you  in  falfe  colours  ? 

It  is  our  duty  to  admonilh  3m  u 
againft  a  perfidy  which  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  what  is  paft  authorizes  us 
to  forefee ;  it  is  our  duty  to  manifeft 
to  you  the  fentiments  with  which 
our  heart  is  filled.  The  tyrants  en¬ 
velope  themfelves  in  the  (hades  of 
myftery ;  a  father  dreads  not  to  be 
feen  by  his  children.  Thofe  of  our 
faithful  iubjects  whom  we  have  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inftruct  you  as  to  your  true 
interefts,  will  retrace  in  this  paper 
the  inftrudions  they  have  received. 
Thofe  whom  the  purity  of  their 
zeal  and  the  wifdom  of  their  prin¬ 
ciples  vvill  entitle  to  our  confidence 
in  future,  will  here  read  aforehand 
the  inftrudions  which  will  be  given 
to  them.  Finally,  all  the  French 
who,  (haring  our  love  for  the  coun¬ 
try,  with  to  concur  towards  laving 
it,  will  inftrud  themfelves  in  the 
rules  they  ought  to  follow ;  and  all 
France,  acquainted  with  the  end  to 
which  every  one  Should  concur  in 
concert,  and  the  means  which  ought 
to  be  employed,  will  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  for  itfelf  of  the  good  which  it 
ought  to  exped  from  them. 

We  have  faid  to  our  agents, 
(note,  by  the  Diredory,  Dunan,, 

Brother,, 
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Brottier,  and  Lavilleheurnois)and  we 
repeat  to  them  inceffiantly,  “  Bring 
back  our  people  to  the  holy  religion 
of  their  forefathers,  and  to  the  pa¬ 
ternal  government  which  lo  long 
conftituted  the  glory  and  happinefs 
of  France.  Explain  to  them  that 
the  conftitution  of  the  ftate  has  been 
calumniated,  becaufe  it  has  been 
mifunderftood.  Inftrud  them  to  dif- 
tinguilh  it  from  the  regime  which 
had  been  too  long  introduced.  Shew 
them  that  it  is  alike  oppofite  to 
anarchy  and  defpotifm,  the  two 
fcourges  which  are  as  odious  to  us 
as  they  are  to  them,  but  which 
have  alternately  afflicted  France 
fmce  Ihe  has  no  longer  had  a  king. 
Confult  wife  and  enlightened  men  as 
to  the  new  degrees  of  perfection,  ot 
which  that  conflitution  may  be  luf- 
ceptible,  and  make  known  to  them 
the  forms  it  has  prefcribed  to  effed 
its  own  amelioration.  Affirm  that 
we  have  adopted  the  molt  efficacious 
meafures  to  prelerve  it  from  the  in¬ 
juries  of  time,  and  from  the  attacks 
of  authority  itfelf.  Guarantee  once 
more  the  oblivion  of  errors,  of  in¬ 
juries,  and  even  of  crimes.  Quench 
in  every  breaft  every  the  fmalleft 
with  of  private  revenge,  which  we 
are  refolved  to  reprefs  with  fe verity. 
Tranfmit  to  us  the  public  will  as  to 
the  regulations  which  are  calculated 
to  corred  ahufes,  the  reform  of 
which  will  be  the  conftant  object  of 
our  folic itude.  Apply  all  your  at¬ 
tention  to  prevent  the  return  oi  that 
regime  of  blood,  which  has  coft  us 
fo  many  tears,  and  with  which  our 
wretched  fubjeds  are  ftill  menaced. 
Dired  the  choice  they  are  about  to 
make,  towards  men  of  worth,  friends 
of  order  and  peace,  who  are  at  the 
fame  time  incapable  ot  betraying 
the  dignity  of  the  French  name, 
and  whofe  virtues,  intelligence,  and 
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courage,  may  help  us  to  reftore 
happinefs  to  our  people.  Promile 
rewards  proportioned  to  their  fer- 
vices,  to  the  military  of  every  rank, 
and  to  the  members  of  the  adminif- 
trations  who  flrall  co-operate  to¬ 
wards  the  re-eftablilhment  of  reli¬ 
gion,  laws,  and  the  legitimate  au¬ 
thority. —  But,  in  the  re-eftablish- 
ment  of  them,  avoid  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  atrocious  means  which 
were  pradifed  to  overthrow  them. 
Exped  from  the  public  opinion  a 
fuccefs  which  it  alone  can  render 
folid  and  durable ;  or,  if  it  fhould  be 
necefiary  to  have  recourfe  to  force 
of  arms,  do  not  at  leaft  employ  this 
cruel  force  until  the  laft  extremity, 
and  to  give  it  a  juft  and  neceffary 
fupport. 

Frenchmen!  all  the  documents 
you  may  meet  with  in  conformity 
to  thefe  fentiments,  we  Ihall  glory 
in  avowing.  If  any  fhould  be  pre- 
fented  to  you  in  which  you  fhould 
not  recognize  thefe  charaders,  re- 
jed  them  as  the  production  of  liars ; 
they  are  not  in  conformity  with  our 
heart. 

Given  on  the  10th  of  March,  of 
the  year  of  grace  1797,  and 
of  our  reign  the  fecond. 

(Signed)  Louis. 


Proclamation  intended  to  have  been 
iJJ'ued  previous  to  the  Entrance  of 
Louis  XVIII.  into  Paris. 

Louis  the  XVIII.  to  all  Frenchmen. 

PROVIDENCE  has  permitted 
for  the  initrudion  of  kings,  and  for 
the  punilbment  of  nations,  that  the 
monarchy  of  France  lhould  be  over¬ 
turned  by  a  handful  of  factious  men, 
whofe  condud  has  been  ftained  by 
every  fpecies  of  guilt. 

The  clergy,  the  nobility,  and  all 
the  perfonages  of  the  higheft  dif- 
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tin&ion  and  probity,  have  been 
either  persecuted,  exiled,  or  mafta- 
cred.. — Our  auguft  brother,  and  a 
part  of  his  family,  have  been  the 
victims  of  this  cruel  tyranny. 

Frenchmen,  your  hearts  are  now 
opened  and  Softened.  dliey  are 
returned  to  thofe  Sentiments  of 
love  for  their  king  which  have 
ever  diftmguifhed  them  beyond  all 
other  nations  ;  they  have  recognized 
our  facred  right  to  govern  them  : 
they  have  recognized  us,  in  the 
perfuafion  that  we  (hall  not  Suffer 
the  diadem  on  our  brow  to  be  dil- 
honoured. 

Yes  1— we  take  the  Moft  High 
to  witnefs,  that  we  (hall  forget  the 
faults  of  our  fubje&s  who  have 
been  milled  by  the  Seditious.  Far 
from  marking  our  acceffion  to  the 
throne  by  any  terrible  difplay  of 
vengeance,  I  (hall  (hew  mylelf  like 
a  tender  father,  who  pardons  the 
errors  and  wanderings  of  his  chil¬ 
dren.  We  Shall  pardon  with  as 
much  pleafure  as  our  tyrants  have 
found  in  Sacrificing.  The  juftice 
of  God  does  not  refemble  that  of 
men ;  he  alone  can  read  our  hearts, 
and  punifh  their  hardnefs. 

(Signed)  Louis. 


Declaration  oj  the  General  Adpiiuif ” 
i (ration  of  Lombardy. 

WHEREAS,  notwithstanding  the 
declaration  of  neutrality  of  the  Hel¬ 
vetic  Republic,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  bailiwicks  of  Lugano  and  Be- 
linzona  have  openly  favoured  the 
defertion  of  the  Auftrian  prisoners ; 
whereas  money,  boats,  and  clothes 
are  procured,  and  roads  pointed  out 
to  them  to  join  their  armies  ;  where- 
as  the  magistrates  permit  Auftrian 
and  English  emiffaries  to  refide  in 
thofe  bailiwicks,  from  whence  they 


endeavour  to  difturb  the  internal 
tranquillity  of  Lombardy;  whereas 
the  principal  magistrate  at  Lugano 
has  dared  to  compel  by  force  Some 
Lombards  who  relided  in  that  town 
to  lay  afide  the  cockade  of  the  firft 
power  in  Europe,  which  is  the 
French  Republic  :  in  fine,  whereas 
thefe  infringements  of  the  neutral¬ 
ity  difplay  a  tendency  hoftile  to 
the  French  Republic,  and  contrary 
to  the  good  understanding  which 
ought  to  fubfift  with  Lombardy,  the 
General  Adminiftration  refolves  as 
follows: 

1  ft.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the 
bailiwicks  of  Belinzona  and  Luga¬ 
no,  who  (hall  appear  on  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  Lombardy  unprovided  with 
paffports  of  the  Lombard  conftitut- 
ed  authorities,  (hall  immediately  be 
arrefted  as  fufpetted  perfons,  con¬ 
ducted  beyond  the  frontiers,  and, 
Should  they  return  again,  be  treated 
as  Spies  of  the  hoftile  powers,  and 
judged  by  martial  law. 

2d.  All  the  Swifs  barges,  on 
board  of  which  Auftrian  deferters 
(hall  be  found,  are  to  be  confiscated, 
and  their  mailers  judged  by  mili¬ 
tary  law  as  perfons  recruiting  for 
the  enemy. 

3d.  As  long  as  the  agents  of  Aus¬ 
tria,  efpecially  one  Andreazzi,  call¬ 
ing  himfelf  an  imperial  commission¬ 
er,  (hall  not  be  banilhed  from  thofe 
countries,  the  importation  of  com 
from  Lombardy  (hall  be  prohibited. 


Buonaparte,  General  in  Chief  of  the 
Army  of  Italy,  to  the  Feople  of 
Carinthia. 

General  Quarters  at  Clagenfurt, 
April  id. 

THE  French  army  does  not 
come  into  your  country  to  conquer 
it,  nor  to  efi'edt  any  change  in  your 

religion* 
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religion)  manners,  or  cuftoms.  It 
is  the  friend  of  all  nations,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  brave  people  of 
Germany. 

The  Executive  Directory  of  the 
French  Republic  have  fpared  no 
pains  to  bring  to  a  termination  the 
calamities  which  defolate  the  Con¬ 
tinent.  Refolved  to  be  foremoft 
in  the  accomplifhment  of  this  plan, 
they  fent  General  Clarke  to  V  ien- 
na,  as  a  plenipotentiary,  to  com¬ 
mence  negotiations  for  peace ;  but 
the  court  of  Vienna  refufed  to 
hearken  to  them  :  it  has  even  been 
declared  at  Vicenza,  through  the 
medium  of  M.  St.  Vincent,  that  it 
did  not  acknowledge  the  French 
republic.  General  Clarke  demand¬ 
ed  a  pafiport,  to  go  to  fpeak  to  the 
emperor  himfelf;  but  the  minifters 
of  the  court  of  Vienna  dreaded, 
with  reafon,  that  the  moderation 
of  the  propofitions  which  he  was 
charged  to  make,  would  influence 
the  emperor  to  conclude  a  peace. 
Thefe  minifters,  corrupted  by  Eng- 
lifli  gold,  betrayed  Germany  and 
their  prince,  and  are  as  reludant 
to  negotiation  as  the  perfidious 
iflanders  who  are  the  horror  of  all 
Europe. 

Inhabitants  of  Carinthia!  I  know 
it,  you  deteft,  as  much  as  us,  both 
the  Englifh,  who  are  the  only 
gainers  by  the  exifting  warfare,  and 
your  minifter,  who  is  fold  to  them. 

If  we  have  been  at  war  for  fix 
years,  it  is  contrary  to  the  wilhes 
of  the  brave  Hungarians,  of  the 
enlightened  citizens  of  Vienna,  and 
of  the  Ample  but  honeft  citizens  of 
Carinthia. 

No  matter!  In  Fpite  of  England, 
and  the  minifters  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  we  are  friends.  rlhe  French 
republic  afiures  to  you  the  rights  of 
conqueft  ;  let  them  difappear  before 


the  contract  by  which  we  are 
reciprocally  bound.  You  will  not 
join,  in  a  conteft  which  is  contrary 
to  your  fentiments.  You  will  fur- 
nifti  the  provifions  which  we  may 
want.  On  my  part,  I  lhall  protedf 
your  religion,  your  manners,  and 
your  property.  I  lhall  not  exact 
from  you  any  contribution.  Is  not 
the  war  of  itfelf  deteftahle  enough  ? 
Have  you  not  already  fuffered  too 
much,  you  who  are  the  innocent 
victims  of  others  folly  ?  The  impo- 
litions  which  you  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  pay  to  the  emperor,  will 
indemnify  you  for  the  inevitable 
lofles  attending  the  march  of  an 
army,  and  the  provifions  with  which 
you  will  furnifh  us. 


Proclamation  relative  to  the  D{(lurb~ 

ances  in  the  Venetian  Territory . 

THE  conduct  of  the  republic 
of  Venice,  during  the  commotions 
in  Europe,  has  always  been,  and 
ftill  remains,  fo  periedly  neutral 
and  friendly  towards  all  the  bellige¬ 
rent  powers,  that  the  Senate  did 
not  imagine  it  neeefiary  to  give,  the 
leafi  attention  to  the  evd-difpofed 
who  pretended  to  queftion  their 
fincerity  ;  but,  as  thefe  malignant 
enemies  of  the  republic  have  dif- 
feminated  the  vileft  Handers  againil 
the  fincerity  of  the  peaceable  difpo- 
fition  ©f  the  republic,  in  a  fabri¬ 
cated  proclamation,  dated  Verona, 
March  22,  in  which  expreflions 
injurious  to  the  French  republic 
are  attributed  to  the  Proveditori 
Battagia,  the  republic  of  Venice 
feels  itfelf  under  the  neceftity  of 
declaring  that  proclamation  forged,, 
and  of  warning  all  its  faithful  fub- 
jeds  not  to  be  deceived  by  fuch 
fianders?  or  induced  to  fuppofe  that 

its 
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its  friendship  towards  the  republic 
of  France  is  in  the  leal't  changed. 
The  fenate  entertains  no  doubt  that 
the  French  nation  will  treat  Inch 
calumnies  with  the  contempt  they 
deferve,  and  repofe  that  confidence 
in  the  republic  of  Venice  which  it 
has  merited  by  its  irreproachable 
conduct. 


Manifejlo  of  General  Buonaparte 
again  ft  Venice. 

Head  Quarters ,  Palma  Nova, 
14  j F tor  cal  ( May  13J. 

WHILST  the  French  army  was 
engaged  in  the  defiles  of  Styria, 
and  left  far  behind  them  Italy  and 
the  principal  eftabliihments  of  the 
army,  where  only  a  imall  number 
of  battalions  remained,  this  was  the 
conduct  of  the  government  of  Ve¬ 
nice:— 1.  They  profited  of  paffion- 
week,  to  arm  4.0,000  peafants,  unit¬ 
ing  them  with  ten  regiments  of 
Selavonians,  organized  them  into 
different  corps,  and  fent  them  to 
different  points,  to  intercept  all 
kind  of  communication  between  the 
army  and  the  places  in  the  rear. — 
2.  Extraordinary  commiffaries,guns, 
ammunition  of  all  kinds,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  cannon,  were  fent  from 
Venice  even  to  complete  the  orga¬ 
nization  of  different  corps  of  the 
army. — 3.  All  perfons  in  the  Terra 
Firma  who  had  received  us  favour¬ 
ably,  were  arretted ;  benefits  and  the 
confidence  of  the  government  were 
heaped  upon  all  thofe  who  poflefled 
a  furious  hatred  to  the  French  name, 
and  elpecially  the  fifteen  confpira- 
tors  of  Verona,  whom  the  Prove- 
ditori  Prioli  had  arrefted  three 
months  ago,  as  having  premeditated 
the  maflacre  of  the  French.— 4.  In 
the  fquares, 
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public  places  of  Venice,  all  French¬ 
men  were  infulted,  treated  badly, 
and  called  by  the  names  of  jacobins, 
regicides,  atheifts.  The  French 
were  to  leave  Venice,  and  a  fhort 
time  afterwards  it  was  prohibited 
to  them  even  to  enter  it. — 5.  The 
people  of  Padua,  Vicenza  and  Y?e- 
rona,  were  ordered  to  take  up  arms, 
to  fecond  the  different  corps  of  the 
army,  and  to  begin  at  length  thofe 
new  Sicilian  vefpers.  It  belongs, 
laid  the  Venetian  officers,  to  the 
Lion  of  St.  Mark  to  verify  the 
proverb, — that  Italy  is  the  tomb  of 
the  French. — 6.  The  priefts  in  the 
pulpit  preached  the  crufade ;  and 
the  priefts  in  the  (late  of  Venice 
never  fpeak  any  thing  but  the  will 
of  the  government.  Pamphlets, 
perfidious  proclamations,  anonymous 
letters,  were  printed  in  the  different 
towns,  and  began  to  agitate  the 
minds  of  all ;  in  a  ftate  where  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs  is  not  permitted, 
in  a  government  as  mwch  feared  as 
it  is  lecretly  cletefted,  printers  print, 
and  authors  write,  nothing  but  what 
the  fenate  pleafe. — 7.  All  fmiled  at 
firff  at  the  perfidious  project  of  the 
government.  The  French  blood 
flowed  on  all  fides.  On  all  the 
roads,  our  convoys,  our  couriers, 
and  every  thing  refpeding  the  army, 
were  intercepted. — 8.  At  Padua  a 
chief  of  a  battalion  and  two  other 

Frenchmen  were  arrefted.  At  Caf- 
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tiglione  de  Mori  our  foldiers  were 
diiarmed  and  affaffinated.  On  all 
the  great  roads  from  Mantua  to 
Legnano,  from  Caffano  to  Verona, 
we  had  more  than  two  hundred  men 
affaffinated. — 9.  Two  French  bat¬ 
talions,  wifhing  to  join  the  army, 
met  at  Chiari  with  a  divifion  of  the 
Venetian  army,  which  attempted  to 
oppofe  their  pafiage :  an  obllinate 

and  our  brave 
foldiers 
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foldiers  cut  a  p adage  for  themfelves, 
by  putting  theie  perfidious  enemies 
to  the  rout. — 10.  At  Valeggio  there 
was  another  battle  ;  at  Deffennago 
another.  The  French  were  every¬ 
where  the  weakelt  in  numbers  ;  but 
they  know  well  that  the  number 
of  the  enemy’s  battalions  is  never 
counted  when  they  are  compofed 
only  of  affafims. — 11.  The  lecond 
feaft  in  Eafter,  at  the  ringing  of  the 
bell,  all  the  French  were  affalfinated 
in  Verona.  Neither  the  fick  in  the 
hofpitals  were  refpeded,  nor  thole 
who,  in  a  ftate  of  convalefcence, 
were  walking  in  the  ftreets,  and 
were  thrown  into  the  Adige,  where 
they  died,  pierced  with  a  thoufand 
wounds  from  ftilettoes.  More  than 
four  hundred  French  were  affaffin- 
ated. — 12.  For  a  week  the  Vene¬ 
tian  army  befieged  the  three  cattles 
of  Verona.  The  cannon  which 
were  placed  on  the  battery  were 
carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
The  town  was  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
moveable  column  that  arrived  in 
the  interim,  put  thefe  cowards  to 
complete  rout,  by  taking  three 
thoufand  of  the  enemy  prifoners, 
among  whom  were  feveral  Vene¬ 
tian  generals. — 13.  The  houfe  of 
the  French  conful  to  Zante  was 
burnt  in  Dalmatia. — 14.  A  Vene¬ 
tian  Ihip  of  war  took  an  Auftrian 
convoy  under  its  protection,  and 
fired  feveral  fiiot  at  the  corvettee  la 
Brune. — 15.  The  Liberateur  d’ltalie, 
a  veflel  of  the  republic,  with  only 
three  or  fourfmall  pieces  of  cannon, 

and  a  crew  of  forty  men,  was  funk 
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in  the  very  port  of  Venice,  and 
by  order  of  the  fenate.  The  young 
and  intrepid  Haugier,  lieutenant  and 
commander  of  the  faid  ihip,  as  foon 
as  he  law  himfelf  attacked  by  the 
fire  of  the  fort  and  the  admiral’s 
galley,  being  from  both  not  more 


than  piftol-fhot,  ordered  his  crew  to 
go  below.  lie  alone  got  upon  the 
deck,  in  the  midit  of  a  ftorm  of 
grape-lhot,  and  endeavoured,  by  his 
fpeeches,  to  difarm  the  fury  of  his 
affafims;  but  he  fell  dead.  His 
crew  threw  themfelves  into  the  fea 
to  fwim,  and  were  purfued  by  fix 
shallops,  with  troops  on  board,  in 
the  pay  of  Venice,  who  cut  to 
pieces  feveral  that  fought  for  fafety 
m  the  open  fea.  One  of  the  mailers, 
with  feveral  wounds,  and  bleeding 
in  every  part,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  reach  the  fhore,  near  the  caftlc 
of  the  p6rt;  but  the  commandant 
himfelf  cut  off  his  hand  with  an 
axe. 

On  account  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  grievances,  and  authorized 
by  the  2 2d  title,  article  328,  of  the 
conftitution  of  the  republic,  and  on 
account  of  the  urgency  of  affairs, 
the  general  in  chief  requires  the 
French  minifter  to  the  republic  of 
Venice  to  leave  the  faid  city;  di¬ 
rects  the  different  agents  of  the  re¬ 
public  of  Venice  in  Lombardy,  and 
the  Venetian  Terra  Firma,  to  quit 
it  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  diredls  the 
different  generals  of  divifions  to 
treat  as  enemies  the  troops  of  the 
republic  of  Venice,  and  to  puli 
down,  in  the  towns  of  the  Terra 
Firma,  the  Lion  of  St.  Mark.  Every 
one  will  receive,  in  the  orders  of 
the  day  to-morrow,  a  particular  in- 
firuclion  refpe&ing  ulterior  opera¬ 
tions. 

Buonaparte. 


Proclamation  of  General  Buonaparte. 

Head  Quarters ,  Monte  Bello , 
11  th  Mejjidor ,  5th  year . 

THE  Cifalpine  republic  was  for 
many  years  under  the  dominion  of 

the 
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the  houfe  of  Auftria.  The  French 
republic  fucceeded  it  by  the  right 
of  conqueft.  It  now  renounces 
this  right,  and  the  Cifalpine  re¬ 
public  is  free  and  independent. 
Recognized  by  France  and  the  em¬ 
peror,  it  will,  foon  be  equally  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  reft  of  Europe. 
The  executive  diredory  ©f  the 
French  republic,  not  content  with 
employing  its  influence,  and  the 
vidories  of  the  republican  armies, 
to  fecure  the  political  exiftence  of 
the  Cifalpine  republic,  extends  its 
care  ftill  further ;  and  convinced 
that,  if  liberty  be  the  firft  of  blefT- 
ings,  the  revolution  which  attends 
it  is  the  greateft  of  evils,  it  has  given 
to  the  Cifalpine  people  their  pecu¬ 
liar  eonftitution,  refulting  from  the 
wifdom  of  the  moft  enlightened  na¬ 
tion.  From  a  military  regime  the 
Cifalpine  people  pafs  to  a  eonftitu- 
tional  one.  That  this  tranfition 
fhould  experience  no  fliock,nor  be 
expofed  to  anarchy,  the  executive 
diredory  has  thought  proper  to 
nominate,  for  the  prefent,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  government  and  the  le- 
giflative  body ;  fo  that  the  people 
iliould  after  the  lapfe  of  one  year, 
have  the  eledion  to  the  vacant 
places,  in  conformity  to  the  eonfti- 
tution.  For  a  great  number  of  years 
there  exifted  no  republic  in  Italy. 
The  facred  fire  of  liberty  was  ex- 
tingiiiflied,  and  the  fineft  part  of 
Europe  was  under  the  yoke  of 
ftrangers.  It  belongs  to  the  Cif¬ 
alpine  republic  to  fliew  to  the 
world  by  its  wifdom,  its  energy, 
and  the  organization  of  its  armies, 
that  modern  Italy  is  not  degenerat¬ 
ed,  and  is  ftill  worthy  of  liberty. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Ordinance  pnbliflied  at  Verona  on  the 
8th  of  Avgvjl ,  1797. 

WHEREAS  citizen  George 
Giufti  continues,  notwithftanding 
repeated  admonitions,  to  revile  the 
popular  government  and  equality; 
and  inftead  of  ftyling  himfelf  citi¬ 
zen,  affumes  the  title  of  count ; 
fince  he  daily  boafts  to  his  fervants 
that  he  is  of  one  of  the  beft  families 
in  Rome;  and,  what  is  much  worfe, 
continually  inveighs  againft  the  po¬ 
pular  government ;  the  faid  citizen 
George  Giufti  is  hereby  fentenced 
to  pay  100  fequins;  which  money 
fha.ll  be  appropriated  to  ered  a 
column  to  liberty  in  the  Green- 
Market.  This  fentence  fhall  be 
read  to  citizen  Giufti  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  all  his  fervants  and  do- 
meftics,  by  the  fecretary  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipality,  to  inftrud  the  whole  fa¬ 
mily  in  the  true  principles  of  liber¬ 
ty  and  equality. 

Approved  by  General  Verdier, 
French  Commandant  in  the 
province  of  Verona. 


Letter  of  General  Buonaparte  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Maniotes  fated  Milan f 
12 th  fhermidor ,  ( July  30 th.) 

TFIE  council  of  the  French  re¬ 
public  at  Triefte  has  acquainted  me 
with  the  attention  your  lordfhip 
had  fhewn  in  fending  a  deputation 
to  intimate  to  me  the  defire  you  had 
to  fee  in  your  ports  fome  French 
veflels,  and  to  be  in  any  refped  ufe- 
ful  to  the  brave  French  lbldiers  of 
the  army  of  Italy. 

The  French  efteem  the  fmall  but 
gallant  Maniote  people,  who  alone 
of  ancient  Greece  have  preferved 
their  liberty.  In  all  the  circum- 
ftances  which  may  occur,  they  fhall 

ever 
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ever  give  proofs  of  their  protection, 
and  a  particular  care  to  favour  their 
vefiels  and  their  citizens. 

I  beg  your  lordfhip  to  receive 
with  kindnefs  the  bearers  of  this, 
who  have  the  ftrongeft  defire  to  fee 
snore  nearly  the  worthy  defend¬ 
ants  of  Sparta,  who,  to  be  as  re¬ 
nowned  as  their  anceftors,  wanted 
only  to  appear  on  a  larger  theatre. 

The  hrft  time  that  any  of  your 
relations  have  occafion  tovifit  Italy, 
1  beg  you  to  recommend  them  to 
me.  I  fhall  feel  a  real  pleafure  in 
giving  marks  of  the  efteem  which 
J  entertain  for  you  and  your  com¬ 
patriots. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Buonaparte  to  the  Vrovifional  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Cifalpine  Republic . 

4‘  Milan ,  2 1  Brumaire  ( Nov .  1 1 .) 

44  BY  the  lit  of  Frimaire,  your 
eonftitution  ought  to  be  in  full  acti¬ 
vity.  Your  directory,  your  legifla- 
ture,  your  tribunal  of  appeal,  and 
every  inferior  adminiftration  fliould 
then  be  completely  organized,  i  You 
are  the  firft  example  in  hiftory  of  a 
people  who  have  become  free  with¬ 
out  faCtions,  without  revolutions, 
and  without  civil  broils.  We  have 
given  you  liberty ;  learn  to  preferve 
it.  Next  to  France,  you  are  the 
mod  populous  and  the  richeft  re¬ 
public  in  the  univerfe.  You  are 
called  by  your  pofition  to  perform  a 
great  part  in  the  affairs  of  Europe. 
To  become  worthy  of  your  deftiny, 
you  mud  enaCt  wife  and  moderate 
laws.  Caufe  them  to  be  executed 
with  force  and  energy.  Favour  the 
progrefs  of  knowledge,  and  refpeCt 
religion.  Form  your  battalions, 
not  of  men  without  principle,  but  of 
citizens  who  cherifh  republican  fen- 

Vol.  XXXIX, 


timents,  and  who  are  warmly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  prolperity  of  the 
hate.  In  general,  you  do  not  fufii- 
ciently  feel  the  extent  of  your  own 
ftrength,  nor  the  dignity  which 
belongs  to  freemen.  Divided  and 
bowed  down  for  fo  many  ages  by 
tyranny,  you  were  not  able  to  con¬ 
quer  liberty  for  yourfelves ;  but  in 
a  few  years  no  power  on  earth  will 
be  able  to  tear  it  from  you.  Until 
that  period  fhall  arrive,  the  great 
nation  will  proteCl  you  againft  the 
attacks  of  your  neighbours,  its 
political  fyftem  will  be  connected 
with  yours.  Had  the  Roman  people 
made  the  fame  ufe  of  their  power 
that  the  French  have  done,  their 
eagles  would  hill  have  remained  on 
the  capitol,  and  eighteen  centuries 
of  flavery  and  defpotifm  would  not 
have  difgraced  mankind.  With  the 
foie  view  of  confolidating  vour 
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liberty,  and  promoting  your  hap- 
pinefs,  I  have  done  that  which  has 
hitherto  only  been  performed  in 
confequence  of  ambition  and  the 
love  of  power.  1  have  filled  up  a 
number  of  places.  In  doing  fo,  I 
was  doubtlefs  liable  to  overlook  the 
worthy  citizen,  and  to  prefer  the 
intriguer:  but  there  would  have 
been  much  inconvenience  in  leaving 
thefe  nominations  at  that  time  to 
the  people ;  you  were  not  then 
organized.  I  leave  you  in  a  few 
days.  The  orders  of  my  govern¬ 
ment,  or  imminent  danger  to  the 
Cifalpine  republic,  can  alone  bring 
me  again  among  you.  But  to  what- 
foever  place  the  fervice  of  my  coun¬ 
try  calls  me,  I  fhall  always  feel  a 
lively  folicitude  for  the  happinefs 
and  the  glory  of  your  republic. 

Buonaparte. 
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Refcript  addreJJ'cd  to  his  Excellency 
M.  de  Fahenberg,  Directorial  Mi- 
nijler  of  Austria  at  Ratifhon,  on 
the  Part  of  his  Majefty  the  Empe¬ 
ror  and  King,  dated  Feb.  7,  1 797* 

HIS  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  in  b  (  holding  the  prodigious 
efforts  of  an  enemy  who,  according 
to  his  irreligious  and  artful  lyftem, 
permits  himlelf  all  po fable  means 
to  enfure  fuccefs,  and  confidering  the 
hazards  attending  the  fate  of  arms, 
has  always  endeavoured  to  make 
the  dates  underhand  how  impoflible 
it  would  be  for  him,  without  the 
moil  efficacious  affiftanee  of  the 
whole  empire,  to  refill  alone  the 
danger  which  threatens  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  Germanic  body  with 
its  ruin,  and  the  individual  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  empire  with  the  entire 
lofs  of  their  poffeffions. 

The  exiftence  of  this  impending 
danger  had  plainly  enough  marn- 
fefled  itfelf,  when  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  dates  of  the  empire  aban¬ 
doned  the  common  caufe,  to  con¬ 
clude  with  the  enemy  a  peace  which, 
as  it  is  conjedured,  contains  fecret 
conventions  that  cannot  but  be  far 
from  favourable  to  the  integrity  of 
the  Germanic  empire. 

Thefe  apprehenfions  and  alarms 
gained  an  additional  weight  when 
feveral  Proteftant  princes  and  ftates 
of  the  empire,  following  the  afore- 
faid  example,  and,  in  the  midfl  of 
a  war  deliberated  by  one  common 
accord,  did  not  hefitate  to  ceafe  co¬ 
operating  in  the  defence  of  the  Ger¬ 
manic  empire,  their  country,  by 
acknowledging  and  admitting  the 
line  of  demarcation  and  neutrality. 
The  danger  becoming  greater  every 
day,  his  Majefty  feveral  times  ap- 
prifed  the  ftates  of  the  empire  of  it, 


and  above  all  the  ecclefiaftical  ftates : 
he  ftrove  to  perfuade  them,  that 
their  farther  exiftence  was  threaten¬ 
ed  ;  that  there  wrere  forging  feeret- 

plans  of  feculaftization;  and  that, 
according  to  appearances,  it  was  in¬ 
tended  not  to  affign  any  fort  of  in¬ 
demnity  to  the  eccleliaftical  ftates, 
and  to  force  the  Germanic  empire, 
divided  and  incapable  of  defending 
itfelf,  to  accept  this  facrifiUe  as  the 
principal  bafts  of  the  conditions  of 
peace,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
French  forces,  united  with  the  Pro¬ 
teftant  powers  dependent  onPruffia. 

Notwithftanding  the  accuracy  of 
thefe  reprefentations  on  the  part  of 
his  Majefty,  they  did  not  however 
with  to  own  and  be  convinced  of 
them  till  now ;  and  by  a  miftaken 
ceconomy  they  would  not  recur  to 
the  only  means  of  falvation  propof- 
ed  by  his  Majefty,  which  were  to 
oppofe  the  enemy  with  all  the  poffi- 
ble  forces  of  the  ftate.  At  prefen t, 
fince  the  projects  which  the  enemies 
themfelves  have  manifefted,  have 
tranfpired  by  the  negotiations  of 
peace  entered  upon  at  Paris  and 
rendered  public,  no  perfon  will 
doubt  the  apprehenfions  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  having  been  perfectly  well- 
founded,  that  the  fecularization  of 
the  different  ecclefiaftical  ftates  of 
the  empire  ftill  continues  to  make 
part  of  the  enemy’s  deftrudive  plan ; 
and  that,  in  eonfequence,  the  ad¬ 
monitions  of  his  Majefty,  and  his 
proclamation,  particularly  to  the 
ecclefiaftical  ftates,  to  unite  them¬ 
felves  as  clofelv  as  poffible  with  him, 
were  well  worthy  of  their  taking  the 
trouble  to  refled  upon  them  in  time. 

The  ecclefiaftical  ftates  cannot 
have  failed  to  obferve,  after  an  at¬ 
tentive  examination  of  the  nego¬ 
tiations  for  peace  opened  at  Paris, 
that  his  Majefty  would  not  acqui- 
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efce  in  the  plans  prejudicial  to  the 
empire  ;  that  he  has  each  time  con- 
hantly  rejected  them,  and  that  he 
has  manifehed  that  he  would  not 
accept  of  indemnities  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  faithful  and  patriotic 
hates  of  the  empire;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  refolved  rather  to 
hazard  all,  and  to  make  his  lah 
efforts,  than  be  forced  to  it. 

His  Majehy  experts  that,  in  the 
face  of  the  imminent  and  preffing 
danger  which  menaces  the  eccleli- 
ahical  hates,  the  electorates,  the 
principalities,  and  the  other  hates 
of  the  empire,  they  will  have  no¬ 
thing  more  at  heart  than  to  delibe¬ 
rate  among  themielves  upon  the 
means  of  forming  a  clofe  union 
with  the  auguh  houfe  ot  Auhria, 
and  of  giving  fuccour  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  every  poffible  manner,  by 
ufing  all  the  forces,  all  the  means, 
which  are  in  their  power,  and  to 
hrengthen  his  Majehy  in  the  gene¬ 
rous  refolution  of  defending  with 
vigour,  both  during  the  war  and  at 
the  conclufion  of  peace,  the  rights 
and  the  caufe  of  the  eeclefiahical 
hates  and  the  country. 

In  this  confident  expectation,  the 
Directorial  Archducal  embalfy  of 
Auhria  (hall  pofitively  demand,  that 
the  contingents  of  all  the  hates  of 
the  empire  which  expeftany  farther 
affihance  from  the  imperial  and  royal 
court,  be  furnihied  as  fpeedily  as 
poffible,  complete,  according  to  the 
quintuple  proportion,  and  provided 
with  all  the  military  hores,  as  like- 
wile  the  difcharge  of  the  arrears 
hill  due  in  Roman  months,  in 
order  that,  at  the  opening  of  the 
enfuing  campaign,  where  it  will  be 
required  to  aft  with  all  poffible  vi¬ 
gour,  we  may  afcertain  in  due  fea- 
fon  the  effeftive  amount  of  the 
troops  that  will  be  employed,  as 
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well  as  the  other  auxiliary  means 
for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war. 


Imperial  Refcript  to  the  Diet  of 

Ratifbon,  ref  pc  fting  the  furnifhing 

of  the  Quintuple  Contingents . 

IIIS  Majefty,  the  Emperor  and 
King,  has  not  ceafed  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  convince  the  hates  of  the 
empire  during  the  prefent  war, 
that  the  vigorous  fupport  of  the 
united  empire  is  required  to  avert 
the  danger  which  threatens  the 
Germanic  conftitution  with  total 
fubverhon.  This  danger  became 
the  more  manifeh,  fince  feverai 
princes  of  the  empire  entered  into 
feparate  negotiations  with  the 
French  republic,  and  by  fo  doing 
exempted  themielves  from  all  fur¬ 
ther  aftive  co-operation  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Germany.  The  appre- 
henfions  which  his  imperial  majehy 
has  fo  frequently  expreffed,  that, 
to  all  appearances,  there  would  be 
propofed  plans  for  fecularizing  fe¬ 
verai  eeclefiahical  hates  of  the  em¬ 
pire  as  fundamental  terms  of  peace, 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  nego¬ 
tiations  lately  entered  into  at  Pans ; 
and  the  ecclenahmal  hates  of  the 
empire  cannot  but  have  remarked 
his  majehy ’s  total  averfion  to  con- 
fent  to  a  plan  fo  dehruftive  to  the 
empire,  and  to  an  indemnity  at  the 
expence  of  his  patriotic  co-ehates; 
and  that  his  imperial  majehy  would 
rather  venture  every  extreme  than 
fuffer  fuch  conditions  to  be  forced 
upon  him. 

Elis  majehy,  therefore,  expefts, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  as  the  dan¬ 
ger  becomes  hourly  more  imminent, 
the  hates  of  the  empire  will  moffc 
fpeedily  unite,  and  by  exerting  their 
utmoh  efforts,  procure  all  poffible 
*  I  i  9,  aid 
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aid  and  fupport,  in  order  to  fecond 
his  imperial  majefty  in  the  generous 
refolution  of  defending,  in  the  moft 
efficient  manner,  the  caufe  of  the 
ecclefiaftic  ftates  of  the  empire, 
both  in  war  and  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  peace.  To  attain,  however, 
this  falutary  end,  the  furnifhing  of 
the  quintuple  contingent  is  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  immediate  necefifity. 

Baron  Von  Thugut. 
Vienna ,  Feb.  6,  1797. 


Declaration  of  the  Prince  Bijliop  of 

Wurtzburgh,  in  Anfwer  to  the 

Imperial  Refcript. 

HIS  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Bifhop  of  Wurtzburgh  entered  into 
the  prefent  war  on  the  principle  of 
exerting  all  his  powers  to  fatisfy 
in  the  moft  fcrupulous  manner  the 
conclufa  of  the  empire  refpedling 
the  fumidiing  of  the  contingents 
and  of  the  Roman  months.  His 
serene  highnefs  has  long  been  con- 

O  O 

vinced,  that,  had  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  succeeded,  agreeable  to 
the  tenor  and  the  views  of  the 
treaty  of  Baftl,  to  force  the  imperial 
court  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube 
to  make  peace,  the  confequence 
would  have  been  the  overthrow  of 
the  Germanic  conftitution,  which 
moft  have  been  fuhfcribed  to  in 
that  cafe;  the  ecclefiaftical  elective 
ftates  would  alfo  have  fallen,  and 
by  their  fall  that  of  other  ftates 
would  have  been  prepared. 

His  serene  highnefs  has  never 
fanbUoned  any  unconftitutional  mea- 
fure  with  his  content;  he  lias  flip- 
ported  at  all  times  the  common 
caufe  with  all  his  power,  and  will 
alfo  drive  in  future  to  prove  his 
unchangeable  attachment  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria.  No  arrears  for 
Roman  months  are  therefore  due 


from  his  highnefs.  And  in  order 
to  complete  his  quintuple  contin¬ 
gent,  a  confiderable  levy  of  recruits 
has  already  been  ordered,  and  will 
take  the  field,  provided  with  all 
neceflaries,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
campaign.  His  highnefs  has  fup plied 
the  imperial  army  with  fruits,  to  the 
amount  of  648,205  florins:  with 
wood,  worth  31,131  florins;  wag¬ 
gons,  at  the  rate  of  20,753;  which, 
including  fome  other  articles  of  ex¬ 
penditure,  will  occalion  a  lofs  of 
300,000  florins  for  the  diocefe  of 
Wurtzburgh  alone. 

In  other  refpebts,  his  highnefs 
the  prince  bifhop  is  convinced, 
that  there  actually  exifts  in  Ger¬ 
many  a  powerful  confederation  of 
the  proteftant  princes,  who  have  re- 
folved  beforehand,  to  do  nothing 
more  to  ferve  the  common  caufe; 
but  his  highnefs  has  no  doubt  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  all  the  Catholic, 
efpecially  the  ecclefiaftical  elective 
princes,  unanimoufly  agree  in  the. 
main  point  of  doing  every  thing 
for  the  common  caufe,  and  are  al¬ 
ready  united  with  the  imperial 
court;  his  highnefs,  at  leaft,  owns 
fuch  a  connexion  for  his  own  part, 
and  is  prepared  to  fuffer  all  the  vi- 
ciffi tudes  which  this  covenant  may 
hereafter  produce,  and  which  cannot 
but  turn  out  to  be  confolatory  and 
remunerating  to  the  fortitude  and 
the  pure  policy  of  the  imperial 
court.  His  highnefs,  with  the  reft  of 
his  ecclefiaftical  co-ftates,  is  ready  to 
enter  into  a  more  explicit  and  con¬ 
fidential  engagement  with  his  im¬ 
perial  majefty  upon  that  fubjebt, 
which  he  expebts  with  gratitude. 

Wurtzburgh ,  Feb.  15,  1797. 
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Note  delivered  by  M,  de  Weckafo- 
vich,  Charge  n’ Affaires  of  Luffia, 
to  tkS  Electoral  Circ  le,  and  that 
of  the  Upper  Rhine. 

ALTHOUGH,  in  the  adual 
circumftances,  the  emperor,  my 
auguft  matter,  thinks  it  not  necef- 
farv  to  put  the  rehduti  >n  of  the  late 
emprefs,  his  auguft  mother,  into 
execution, —  his  imperial  rnajefty 
will  neverthelefs  not  remain  lets 
faithful  and  inviolably  attached  to 
the  alliances  and  obligations  entered 
into  in  refped  to  the  pretent  war; 
and  his  Majeitv  is  firmly  refolved 
to  fupport  them  ill  all  their  in¬ 
tegrity. 

The  confiderations,  the  intereft, 
and  folicitude  which  the  emperor 
will  not  ceafe  to  take  for  the  well¬ 
being  of  the  German  empire,  can 
but  determine  his  majefty  to  exhort 
the  ftates  and  members  comparing 
that  body,  to  ad  in  common  con¬ 
cert  with  his  majefty  the  Roman 
emperor,  and  to  fulfil,  towards  their 
fupreme  head,  thofe  duties  which 
the  conftitution  has  preferibed,  and 
on  which  the  falvation  and  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  empire  depends. 

Jan.  11,  1797. 


Refcript,  publi/hed  by  Order  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia  refpeciing  the 
Pruffian  Territories  on  the  Left 
Rank  of  the  Rhine. 

Frederic  William  IT,  &c. 

WE  having  been  informed,  that 
an  opinion  has  been  propagated 
through  a  part  of  our  hate  of  West¬ 
phalia,  fituated  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  to  wit,  the  provinces 
of  Cleves,  Meurs,  and  Guelders, 
in  the  adual  poffefifion  of  the  French 
troops,  that  fufficient  remonftrances 


and  protections  had  not  been  made 
on  our  part  againft  the  various  in¬ 
novations  and  oppreffions  which  the 
French  comimffaries  and  agents 
exercife  over  our  faithful  fubjeds  ; 
we  have  therefore  thought  it  good 
to  make  this  public  declaration,  by 
means  of  our  regency,  jointly  with 
our  chamber  of  war  and  of  territo¬ 
ry;  and  we  do  publicly  declare, 
that  we  have  never  ceafed,  nor  fhall 
we  ever  ceafe,  to  intereft  ourfelves 
in  behalf  of  our  faid  fubjeds,  by 
the  intervention  of  our  envoy,  to 
the  French  republic;  and  that  it  is 
far  from  our  intention  to  depart 
from  the  bans  of  the  treaty  of 
Bade,  refpeding  the  civil  or  finan¬ 
cial  adminiftration  of  thofe  coun¬ 
tries. 

In  concluding  the  treaty  by 
which  the  war  between  our  (late 
and  the  French  republic  was  put  an 
end  to,  it  was  never  our  intention 
to  grant  them  more  than  a  mere 
military  pofteffion  of  our  provinces 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  Rhine,  till 
peace  fliould  be  concluded  with  the 
emperor;  and  this  intention,  which 
has  been  taken  as  a  bafis  in  the  ne¬ 
gotiations,  is  fufficiently  manifeft 
by  the  tenor  of  the  5th  article, 
which  exprefsly  declares,  u  that 
the  troops  of  the  republic  fhall  oc¬ 
cupy  thefe  countries  belonging  to 
usT 

The  difference  between  pro¬ 
vinces  conquered  from  an  enemy, 
and  thofe  which  belong  to  a  power 
in  alliance,  and  which  have  been 
merely  conceded  for  a  temporary 
military  occupation,  is  fufficiently 
evident,  and  it  is  obvious  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner. 

It  is  therefore  impoffible  for  us 
to  believe  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  confidering  the  amicable  ties 
*  I  i  3  fubfifting 
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fubfiffing  between  us  and  it,  will 
Hill  oppofe  fuch  evident  reafoning. 
It  cannot  fail  to  conceive,  that  nei¬ 
ther  fequedration  nor  confiscation 
of  the  goods  of  the  clergy,  nor  the 
projected  fale  of  woods,  nor  the 
enormous  contribution  of  three 
millions,  impofed  on  the  country 
between  the  Meufe  and  the  Rhine, 
which  would  entirely  ruin  that 
country,  can  take  place  with  any 
regard. to  appearance  of  juftiee. 

It  has  already  in  effect  given  our 
envoy  at  Paris  the  molt  pofitive  af- 
furance,  that  the  meafures  taken 
with  refpedt  to  the  clergy  fhould 
he  put  an  end  to,  and  that  the  ec- 
clefiaftics  fhould  remain  in  quiet 
enjoyment  of  their  goods  and  re¬ 
venues.  We  therefore  conftantly 
expect  the  revocation  of  the  order 
for  the  fale  of  woods,  and,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  a  renunciation  of  all  thofe 
deftru&ive  innovations  relative  to 
<our  dominions. 

We  fhall  not  by  any  means  re¬ 
cognize  as  valid  the  fale  of  woods, 
which  have  already  taken  place  to 
our  great  aftomflimenl  ;  and  we  are 
positively  determined  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  purehafers  for  refti- 
tution  in  kind,  or  for  the  value  at 
which  the  property  fold  fhall  be 
eftimated  by  our  agents,  and  for 
the  damages  which  fhall  remit 
from  the  watte  committed  on  thefe 
woods. 

In  thofe  cafes,  where  the  pur- 
chafers  cannot  be  found,  we  fhall 
exercife  our  feverity  on  all  thofe 
who  are  employed  by  thefe  lad  for 
cutting  and  carrying  wood.  We, 
in  confequence,  exhort  our  faithful 
fubjeds  of  the  faid  provinces  to  re¬ 
main  affured  of  our  lading  and  ef¬ 
ficacious  protection,  and  to  wait 
with  confidence  for  the  return  of 
that  ancient  order  of  things,  fo 
highly  to  be  delired. 


At  Wefel,  in  our  chamber  of  war 
and  territory,  29th  December, 
1796,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  majefty. 

Baron  De  Stein,  firft  prefident. 

Given  at  Emmeric,  in  our  regency, 
the  29th  December,  1796,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
majefty. 

Elbers. 


Letter  of  Convocation  addrejjed  to 
the  Plenipotentiary  Envoys  of  the 
JJjbciated  States  o/’Northern  Ger¬ 
many,  by  Yon  Dohm,  the  P ruffian 
Mmijier. 

THE  underfigned  is  charged,  by 
the  exprefs  command  of  the  king 
of  Pruflia,  his  moft  gracious  fove- 
reign,  to  make  the  following  overtures 
to  all  their  excellencies  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  affociated  dates  of 
Northern  Germany,  delegated  to 
affemble  in  convention  at  Ililde- 
flieim.  The  general  concerns  of 
Germany,  with  regard  to  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  war,  dill  remain  in  a 
mod  undecided  condition,  and  the 
confolatory  hope  of  a  general  peace, 
fo  devoutly  to  be  withed,  remains  as 
yet  uncertain  and  remote  to  the  lad 
degree,  fince  the  negotiations  en¬ 
tered  upon  for  that  purpofe  may, 
alas !  produce  a  farther  and  more 
obftinate  war,  rather  than  bring 
about  its  final  conclufion.  Tn  this 
perplexing  Situation,  it  certainly  is 
a  happinefs  which  Northern  Ger¬ 
many  cannot  Sufficiently  praife,  to 
fee  itfelf  entirely  freed,  not  only 
from  the  miferies  of  this  ravaging 
war,  but  alfo  from  all  the  inconve- 
niencies  connefted  with  it,  fuch  as 
the  requisitions  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  the  paffage  and  marches  of 
troops,  and  many  other  Similar  bur¬ 
dens.  It  needs  but  a  flight  compa¬ 
rative  glance  at  the  moft  piteous 

date 
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ft  ate  of  the  countries  of  southern 
Germany,  formerly  fiouri/hing,  and 
now  ruined  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
in  order  to  feel,  in  its  whole  extent, 
the  happinefs  of  the  northern  parts, 
which  have,  lor  the  two  laft  cam¬ 
paigns,  enjoyed  the  mo  ft  perfect 
tranquillity. 

The  king  is  fully  convinced,  that 
it  can  be  unknown  to  none  of  his 
co-ftates,  who  participate  in  this 
blefiing,  that  it  is  the  mere  relult 
of  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
his  majefty,  by  which  he  has  laid 
a  fate  foundation  for  the  neutrality 
of  northern  Germany,  and  molt 
effedively  protected  it  by  a  corps 
of  his  own  troops,  and  of  thofe  of 
the  two  allied  courts.  His  ma¬ 
jefty  has  further  confolidated  this 
neutrality,  by  the  formal  acceihon 
of  his  ferene  highnefs  the  elector 
of  Saxony,  in  virtue  of  a  fupple- 
mentary  article  added  to  the  con¬ 
vention  of  the  5th  of  Auguft,  1796, 
by  which  a  line  of  demarcation, 
extending  from  the  utmoft  coafts  of 
the  North  Sea  to  the  Lower  Rhine, 
'and  from  thence  to  Silefia,  encora- 
pafted  the  whole  north  of  Germany. 
The  two  aflociations  in  this  vaft 
extent  of  territory  muft  remain  fe- 
parate,  with  refpeft  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  troops  drawn  out  to 
cover  their  neutrality,  which  is 
done,  in  Upper  Saxony  by  a  corps 
belonging  to  the  elector  himfelf; 
but  with  regard  to  their  common 
defign,  they  join  hands,  and  by 
this  enlargement,  effeHed  by  his 
majefty,  the  neutrality  of  northern 
Germany  receives  a  new  and  mani- 
feft  importance. 

The  king  is  likewife  firmly  re- 
folved  to  feeure  farther,  and  until 
the  concluhon  of  the  war,  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  neutrality  to  all 
the  affociated  ftates,  to  protect  them 


and  their  territories  againft  every 
power,  and  to  defend  them  in  par¬ 
ticular,  at  all  times,  avd  in  the 
molt  effectual  and  powerful  manner, 
againft  the  incurfions  of  the  troops 
of  the  belligerent  powers,  againft 
each  and  every  demand  of  military 
requilitions,  of  whatever  fort,  and 
the  levying  of  thofe  requifitions 
which  might  be  attempted  by  exe¬ 
cution,  and  againft  all  limilar  bur¬ 
dens  of  war;  likewife  to  fcreen 
them  by  his  moft  forcible  interpo¬ 
sition,  during  the  period  of  this 
neutrality,  from  all  the  fubfequent 
demands  of  fupplies  for  the  war  of 
the  empire. 

The  underfigned  is  exprefsly  in- 
ftruded  to  give  once  more  thefe 
definite  and  explicit  affu ranees.  It 
affords  infinite  pleafure  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  have  thus  lecured  the  inva¬ 
luable  benefits  of  the  neutrality  to 
ail  his  co-ftates,  connected  with 
his  dominions  byr  their  topographi¬ 
cal  locality  ;  in  the  fame  manner  as 
it  has  been  done  to  his  own  territo¬ 
ries,  and  to  have  thus  given  them 
fo  ftrong  a  proof  of  his  friendly 
fentiments.  Beftdes  the  gratifying 
confcioulnefs  of  having  hitherto 
aecompliihed  this  happy  end,  his 
majefty  requires  no  other  proof  of 
gratitude  on  the  part  of  his  co- 
ftates,  than  that  they  fhould  con¬ 
tinue,  as  heretofore,  to  co-operate 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  troops. 
The  kino;  flatters  himfelf  the  more 
to  find  the  moft  perfefit  readineis  orx 
their  part,  fince  the  burden  which 
will  arife  from  this  nieafure  to  th® 
countries  thus  protected,  does  not 
bear  the  moft  difiant  comparifon 
with  the  manifold  evils,  and  the 
probable  and  entire  ruin  averted 
from  them,  efpecially  finee  the  two 
courts  allied  with  his  majefty,  and 
furnifhing  troops  in  a  like  manner, 
*  I  i  4  make 
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make  the  major  part  of  the  facrifi- 
ces  required  for  that  end.  This 
latter  circumftance  muft  firike  all 
the  affociated  ftates  with  the  moft 
perfect  conviction  that  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  thofe  meafures  will  not  be 
prolonged  a  fingle  moment  beyond 
the  period  of  their  indifpenfable 
neceffity.  But  the  underfigned  has 
his  inajefty’s  direCt  commands  to 
declare,  in  the  mod  pofitive  man¬ 
ner,  that  his  majefty  deems  the 
continuance  of  thofe  meafures  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  prefent, 
as  he  will  only  find  himfelf  enabled 
by  the  corps  of  troops  which  is 
drawn  out,  covering  the  line  of 
demarcation,  maintaining  farther, 
in  the  moft  efficacious  manner,  the 
neutrality  of  the  countries  fituate 
within  their  precinCts,  to  fulfil  the 
promifes  previoufly  given.  Yet  in 
this  he  will  not  commit  himfelf 
refpeCting  thofe  very  pofiible  events 
which  accompany  the  viciftitudes  of 
the  fortune  of  war.  But  whereas 
the  king  is  under  the  neceffity  of 
fetting  boundaries  to  the  great  fa- 
crifices  he  has  already  made;  and 
whereas  the  concurrence  farther 
demanded  of  the  protected  coun¬ 
tries  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
troops  who  defend  them,  is  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  juft  and  equitable,  the  un¬ 
derfigned  has  alfo  exprefs  orders 
herewith  to  declare,  that  in  the  un¬ 
expected  cafe  of  the  majority  of  the 
ftates  not  displaying  the  neceffary 
zeal  and  alacrity,  his  majefty  will 
forthwith  withdraw  his  troops,  re¬ 
nounce  entirely  all  the  obligations 
which  he  has  voluntarily  taken  upon 
him  from  motives  of  patriotifm  ; 
fupprefs  totally  the  convention 
made  for  that  purpofe  with  the 
Trench  republic,  and  confine  him¬ 
felf  folely  to  the  defence  of  his  own 
dominions,  abandoning  all  the  reft 


to  their  own  means  and  refourceg, 
and  making  known  his  intention 
to  the  belligerent  powers.  Should 
fuch  a  refolution  once  be  taken,  and 
the  corps  be  withdrawn,  no  circum¬ 
ftance,  of  what  complexion  foever, 
fhall  induce  his  majefty  to  recur 
again  to  the  adoption  of  fimilar 
meafures;  and  the  underfigned  is 
obliged  to  announce  before-hand, 
that  his  majefty  will  at  no  rate  in¬ 
ter  eft  himfelf  again  in  th,e  fate  of 
thofe  of  his  co- ftates  who  fhall  not 
now  accept  of  the  friendly  proffer 
of  protection,  made  with  fo  much 
friendfhip,  and  fo  many  perfonal 
facrifices. 

The  coldnefs  which  has  for  fome 
time  paft  been  manifefted  from  va¬ 
rious  quarters,  refpeCling  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  troops,  has  induced 
his  majefty  to  authorize  the  under- 

fianed  to  make  this  frank  and  ex- 
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plicit  declaration,  and  to  give  the 
well  meant  warning  not  to  fuffer 
themlelves  to  be  deceived  bv  the 

%j  1 

hope  of  a  fpeedy  peace,  but  rather 
to  rely  upon  the  fufficiently  public- 
fpirited  and  patriotic  fentiments  of 
the  king,  and  his  majefty’s  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  general  fituation  of 
public  affairs,  and  to  entertain  the 
firm  confidence  that  his  majefty 
would  certainly,  and  with  great 
pleafure  to  liis  co-ftaUs,  lave  the 
burdens  required  by  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  troops,  if  there  was 
the  leaft,  poffibility  of  fecuring  to 
their  territories  the  benefits  of  the 
neutrality,  alrd  all  the  advantages 
which  have  hitherto  accrued  from 
it,  without  fuch  a  meafure. 

That,  however,  the  faving  of 
the  burdens  occafioned  bv  the  main- 
tenance  of  the  troops,  according 
to  the  general  fituation  of  affairs, 
being  impoffible,  and  his  majefty 
deeming  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to 

preferve 
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preierve  tine  corps  of  obfervation 
till  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  if  the 
tranquillity  and  neutrality  of  nor¬ 
thern  Germany  are  to  be  maintain¬ 
ed,  his  majefty  doubts  not  but  all 
his  affociated  co-ftates  will  ffiew 
their  readinefs  for  that  purpofe,  in 
the  maintenance  ot  the  troops, 
difplay  proper  zeal  in  a  meafure  fo 
clolely  connected  with  felf-prefer- 
vation,  and  render  practicable  the 
farther  execution  ot  the  beneficent 
defigns  of  his  majefty. 

With  this  confidence,  the  under¬ 
filled,  by  fupreme  command,  has 
the  honour  to  make  known  to  you, 
&c.  &c. 

[Here  follow  two  articles,  fpeci- 
fying  the  fupplies  to  be  granted, 
for  three  months  longer,  in  flour, 
oats,  hay,  and  ftraw,  for  the  Pief- 
fian,  Hanoverian,  and  Brunt  wick 
troops,  at  two  different  periods, 
viz.  the  15th  inftant;  and  the  ift  ot 
April.  In  order  to  tecure  the  fub- 
iiftence  of  the  troops  in  futuie, 
the  ftates  of  northern  Germany 
are  to  meet  in  convention  at  Hil- 
detheim  on  the  20th  inftant,  or  to 
fend  plenipotentiaries  to  regulate 
the  quotas  of  fupplies,  in  neceffa- 
ries  or  in  money,  tor  as  long  as  the 
war  may  lath] 

As  thofe  deliberations  (in  con¬ 
vention  at  Hildfelheirn)  will  pre¬ 
clude  all  fubjeCts  not  etfentially  and 
direCtly  relating  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  troops,  the  underfigned  will 
lofe  no  time  to  terminate  them 
with  the  utmofi  fpeed,  and  not  to 
detain  the  plenipotentiaries  a  mo¬ 
ment  longer  than  ihall  be  necefiary 
from  following  their  other  affairs. 
The  flattering  confidence  with 
which  the  underfigned  has  hitherto 
been  honoured  in  the  late  negoti¬ 
ations,  makes  him  equally  confident 
that  his  zeal  and  activity  will  be 
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entirely  depended  upon  in  that  bufi- 
nefs.  He  has  only  moft  urgently 
to  requeft  that,  for  the  fake  ot  dif- 
patch,  the  ftates  may  furnifli  their 
plenipotentiaries  with  full  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  purpofe,  which  has 
been  thus  plainly  notified,  in  order 
not  to  wafte  time  in  fending  for 
new  ones,  but  that  the  necefiary  re- 
folutions  may  be  taken,  not  only 
for  the  farther  fubftantial  regulation 
of  the  maintenance,  but  for  the 
obligatory  affent  to  the  fame  to  the 
end  ot  the  war. 

The  underfigned  has  it  likewife 
in  command  to  requeft,  that  their 
excellencies  the  plenipotentiaries 
may  arrange  matters  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  not  to  quit  the  convention 
till  the  ftate  of  affairs  ihall  permit 
its  fufpenfion  or  conclufion,  fmce 
the  gradual  departure  of  many  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  has  formerly  occa- 
fioned  a  precipitate  fufpenfion  of 
the  firft  convention,  which  has 
been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  dif- 
p a tchmg  of  bufinefs.  His  majesty 
will  alfo  confider  the  fulfilment  of 
this  with,  and  the  infallible  meeting 
of  the  convention,  according  as  it 
is  expeCled  to  meet,  as  a  gratifying 
proof  that  his  lerene  co  ftates  wifh 
to  do  juftice  to  his  efforts  and  fa- 
orifices. 

And  the  underfigned  alfo  looks 
forward  for  the  defired  anfwer  ref- 
pefting  the  fourth  fending  of  fup¬ 
plies,  "before  the  expiration  of  the 
prefent  month ;  and  hopes  to  have 
the  honour  and  pleafure  to  fee  again 
their  excellencies  the  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  at  the  fecond  opening  of  the 
convention,  on  February  20. 

(Signed)  Dohm. 

Halberftadt,  Jan.  4,  1797. 


Clevc$z 
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Cleves,  34  Nivofe  (Jan.  3.) 

The  Adminijlrators  of  the  Cantons 
of  Cleves,  and  Xanten  to  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  faid  Cantons. 

Citizens, 

THE  direCtor-general  of  the  con- 
quered  countries  between  the  Meufe 
and  the  Rhine,  having  the  entire 
adminiftration  of  thofe  countries, 
could  not  fee  without  the  greateft 
furprife  the  order  of  the  royal 
chamber  of  war  and  domains  of 
Wefel,  and  of  the  regency  of  Em¬ 
merich,  dated  the  29th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  (O.  S.)  which  forbids  the  cutting 
down  of  wood  fold,  under  the  penalty 
of  reftitution  and  reprifal. 

We  fhould  be  efientially  wanting 
in  the  difcharge  of  our  duties  and 
obedience,  if  we  fuffered  other  au¬ 
thorities  to  interfere  in  the  admi- 
niffrative  affairs  of  our  cantons, 
without  having  previoully  received 
a  formal  order  from  our  fuperiors. 

You  have  feen  feveral  times  or¬ 
dinances  emanating  from  thofe  au¬ 
thorities  ;  you  have  feen  alfo  that 
the  French  government  has  not,  on 
that  account,  difcontinued  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Pruffian  as  well  as  of 
other  countries.  Do  not  doubt 
that  they  ftill  continue  it;  you 
will,  perhaps,  be  convinced  of  it 
when  you  (hall  pay  attention  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  ordinances 
have  been  communicated.  We  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  members  of  thofe  cham¬ 
bers,  if  a  foreign  authority  were 
to  intimate  orders  to  them,  would 
not  they  fay,  with  reafon,  “  We 
have  a  Sovereign ;  it  is  only  to  him 
that  we  owe  obedience and  would 
not  they  continue  their  functions 
without  paying  any  attention  to 
the  order?  We  are  therefore,  de¬ 
termined,  citizens,  to  maintain  with 


firmnefs  all  the  operations  under¬ 
taken,  or  to  be  undertaken,  in  the 
name  of  the  government  which  we 
repreient,  and  to  puriifh  exempla- 
rily  all  thofe  who  fliall  fhew  any 
dilobedience  in  any  manner  what¬ 
ever.  But  you  have  already  given 
us  fufficient  marks  of  your  obe¬ 
dience,  to  make  us  believe  that  we 
fliall  not  be  forced  to  have  recourfe 
to  fuch  extremities. 

(Signed)  Wasseinel.  Seida. 


Declaration  publj/hed  by  the  Pruffian 
Government  at  Wefel. 

THE  roval  chamber  of  war  and 
domains  has  learned,  with  furprife, 
from  feveral  quarters  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Rhine,  that  the  French 
agents  infill:  not  only  upon  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  firft  inftalment  of  the 
contribution  of  3,000,000,  but  that 
a  fixed  number  of  men  are  alfo  to  be 
put  in  requifition,  to  cut  dowm  the 
wood  deftined  to  be  fold.  And 
whereas  an  edict,  publiflied  by  the 
king's  fupreme  command,  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  declares  fuch 
a  proceeding  unlawful,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  treaty  of  peace  con¬ 
cluded  at  Bade  ;  the  Magiftrates  of 
Xanten  can  by  no  means  be  farther 
authorized  to  make  payments  ot  a 
fimilar  defcription,  and  to  do  ac¬ 
tions  direCtly  in  oppofftion  to  his 
maieffv’s  roval  intention.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  the  French  agents, 
upon  a  maturer  inveffigation  of  the 
matter,  will  be  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  ;  and  the  magiftrates  of  Xanten 
need  to  be  the  lefs  afraid  of  com- 
pulfion  by  military  execution,  which 
would  render  the  French  agent  ref- 
ponfible,  fince  wre  are  informed  that 
the  orders  of  the  directory  at  Paris, 
purporting  that  the  royal  Pruffian 
provinces  (hall  be  exempted  from 
4  all 
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all  farther  requifitions  and  contri¬ 
butions,  are  already  arrived  at  Aix 
la  Chapeile. 

(Signed)  Sei  m  etj  rger, 

Von  Bernotk, 
W  ULFING. 

Done  at  Wefel,  in  the  Pvoyal 
Chamber  of  War  and  Do¬ 
mains,  January  6th,  1797. 


Provifory  Regulations  for  the  Pruf- 

lian  Provinces  fituate  on  the  Left 

Bank  of  the  Rhine. 

Art.  I.  ON  the  ift  Germinal, 
of  the  fifth  year  the  Republic 
(March  21,  1797)  all  the  French 
adminiftratious,  under  what  deno¬ 
mination  foever  they  may  have 
been  organized,  (hall  entirely  ceafe 
their  functions.  In  order  to  re¬ 
place  them,  and  examine  their  ope¬ 
rations,  there  lhall  be  created  an 
intermediate  commiffion  of  five 
members,  one  of  whom  fha.ll  be 
perpetual  prefident.  The  eommif- 
fion  fhall  refide  at  Bonn. 

II.  The  ancient  conftitutions, 
ufages,  cuftoms,  laws,  and  contri¬ 
butions,  lhall  be  re-eftabiilhed  at 
the  above  mentioned  period,  for 
the  Pruffian  provinces  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine.  Their  niagif- 
tracies,  chambers  of  juftice,  and 
finances,  lhall  refume,  with  full 
right,  their  functions.  The  cleigy 
of  all  orders  lhall  remain  in  the 
entire  pofteifion  of  their  property ; 
and  no  wood  lhall,  under  any  pre¬ 
tence,  be  felled,  without  a  fpecial 
and  explanatory  order  from  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  French 
army,  called  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe;  be  it  however  obferved 
that,  until  farther  orders,  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Republic  is  the  only 
one  that  ought  to  be  acknow- 
ledged  in  the  conquered  countries. 


III.  The  intermediate  commif¬ 
fion  Dial!  appoint  a  commifiioner 
with  the  Pruffian  adminifirations, 
whofe  fundi  oils  fhall  be  to  watch 
over  the  execution  of  the  orders 
given,  either  by  the  commander 
in  chief  or  by  the  commiffion,  to 
receive  and  tranfmit  to  the  com¬ 
miffion  the  requefts,  either  of  the 
adminifirations  or  private  indivi¬ 
duals;  as  likewile  all  the  inftruc- 
tions  he  may  happen  to  obtain,  and 
to  give  information  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  rcfpeding  the  condud  adopted 
by  fome  of  its  former  agents  in  the 
conquered  countries. 

IV.  Immediately  after  the  infial- 
lation  of  the  magiftracies,  which 
fhall  be  certified  by  an  authentic 
ad  (proces  verbal)  the  chamber  of 
finances  of  the  Pruffian  provinces 
fhall  order  the  agents  of  the  former 
adminifirations  to  give  a  detailed 
account  of  their  operations,  which 
it  fhall  examine  and  forward  to  the 
intermediate  commiffion,  with  fuch 
remarks  as  it  fhall  think  proper  to 
add  thereto. 

V.  The  new  magiftrates  fhall 
correfpond  with  the  intermediate 
commiffion  on  fuch  matters  as  re¬ 
late  to  their  adminifiration ;  they 
fhall  addrels  to  the  commiffion  all 
the  juft  requefts  which  they  may 
deem  proper  to  form,  and  give 
every  month  a  minute  account  of 
their  condud. 

VI.  The  produce  of  the  taxes  of 
the  faid  Pruffian  ftates,  of  which 
the  mode  of  collection  fhall  without 
delay  be  fixed,  as  well  as  the  ar¬ 
rears  due  on  the  forced  loan,  fhall 
be  thrown,  without  any  dedudion, 
into  the  cheft  of  the  paymalter- 
general  of  the  army,  who  will  give 
proper  receipts. 

VII.  By  virtue  of  the  execution 
of  the  preceding  article,  no  requi- 
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fition  in  money  of  provisions  Shall 
be  made  in  the  Pruffian  provinces. 
Should,  however,  the  events  of  the 
war,  or  other  circumftances,  render 
neceffary  a  Supply  of  provisions  or 
cattle ;  or  Should  the  want  of  fpecie 
oblige  the  perfons  paying  contribu¬ 
tions  to  acquit  themfelves  in  arti¬ 
cles  of  dady  confumption,  the  pro¬ 
visions  (hall  be  received  at  the  prices 
hereafter  mentioned,  and  in  defal¬ 
cation  of  the  taxes,  namely,  a  quin¬ 
tal  of  wheat,  nine  livres;  a  quintal 
of  rye,  barley,  or  fpelt,  Six  livres; 
a  fack  of  oats,  of  Six  Parifian  buffiels, 
fix  livres;  a  quintal  of  hay,  two 
livres  five  fous;  a  quintal  of  firaw, 
one  livre;  a  pound  of  meat,  four 
fous  fix  deniers. 

VIII.  The  members  of  the  ma- 
gifterial  corporations,  and  the  bai¬ 
liffs,  who,  for  any  eaufe  whatever, 
may  have  transferred  their  refidence 
to,  or  preferved  the  fame  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  are  au¬ 
thorized  and  invited  to  refume  their 
charges.  In  cafe  of  the  demife  of 
any  member  of  the  chambers,  tri¬ 
bunals,  or  bailiwicks,  the  interme¬ 
diate  commifiion  is  authorized  to 
appoint  to  the  vacant  places,  per¬ 
fons  recommended  as  proper  ob¬ 
jects  by  the  magiftrates,  who  are  to 
be  immediately  reinftalled. 

Thefe  prefents,  corroborated  with 
the  feal  of  command,  and  delivered 
to  the  deputies  of  the  Pruffian  pro¬ 
vinces,  have  been  refolved  at  Co¬ 
logne,  the  22d  \rentofe,  5th  year  of 
the  Republic  (March  12,  1 797*) 

The  General  commanding  in 
chief  the  army  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe,  charged  by  the 
executive  diredory  with  the 
general  adminiftration  of  the 
conquered  countries. 

(Signed)  Lazarus  Hoche. 

Promulgated  at  Wei'el, 

March  18,  1797. 


Letter  of  his  Majejly  the  King  of 

Great  Britain,  to  his  Majejly  the 

Emperor. 

“  THE  letter  which  your  majefty 
has  been  pleafed  to  write  to  me,  of 
the  date  of  the  7th  of  September  laft, 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  the 
imperial  city  of  Nuremberg,  the  de¬ 
pendencies  of  the  biffiopric  of  Eich- 
fiadt,  and  of  the  equeltrian  order  in 
Franconia,  I  confider  as  a  precious 
monument  of  the  fentiments  of 
juftice  and  paternal  folicitude  by 
which  your  majefiy  has  evinced 
how  much  you  have  at  heart  the 
prefervation  of  the  constitution  of 
the  empire,  and  the  exad  obferva- 
tion  of  its  capitulation  of  election, 
a  circumftance  that  mud  contribute 
to  your  higheft  honour.  I  received 
this  letter  with  afentiment  of  refped 
equal  to  the  gratitude  which  the 
gracious  confidence  of  which  your 
majefiy  thus  gave  me  a  proof  had 
infpired;  accordingly  I  felt  myfelf 
called  upon  to  befiow  my  moft  fe- 
rious  attention  upon  the  objed 
there  mentioned,  and  to  weigh  it 
with  the  moft  lively  intereft. 

“  Your  majefty  is  perfedly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  fentiments  which 
I  entertain  with  regard  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  fyftem  of  the  empire,  and 
the  conftderation  due  to  its  laws,  as 
well  as  the  invariable  difpofitions  by 
which  I  am  led  conftantly  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  that  objed  every  exertion 
in  my  power.  I  could  not  overlook 
the  importance  and  extend ve  con- 
fequences  of  the  events  in  queftion, 
and  I  cannot  but  applaud  the  dig¬ 
nified  wifdom  of  the  meafures  which 
your  majefty  has  adopted. — \  our 
majefty  has  expreflbd  a  defire  to 
know  my  opinion  and  my  thoughts 
upon  this  fubjed,  and  requefted  my 
interposition  with  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

I  am  perfuaded,  in  fad,  that  the 
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electors  of  the  empire,  now  with  his 
Pruflian  majefty,  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  purfue  the  courfe  that  is 
mod  proper,  fince  full  of  confidence 
in  the  fentiments  and  mode  of 
thinking  of  this  prince,  they  have 
good  reafon  to  conclude  that  his 
faid  majefty  will  leave  juftice  its 
free  courfe,  and  will  prefer  to  every 
thing  the  maintenance  of  the  lawful 
pofteftors  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
rights.  I  am  convinced,  therefore, 
that  I  comply  with  your  imperial 
majefty’s  intentions  in  fending  to  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Prufiia  the  letter, 
a  copy  of  which  I  do  not  hefitate 
to  annex.  Nothing  can  be  more 
agreeable  to  me  than  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  demonstrate  upon  every 
occafion  to  your  imperial  majefty, 
the  entire  and  fmcere  confidence 
which  I  repofe  in  you,  and  thus  to 
ratify  the  high  regard  with  which  I 
conftantly  am,  &cs 

(Signed)  George  Rex, 
St. James's,  Feb.  7,  1797  ” 


Letter  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to 
the  King  of  Prufiia. 

a  THE  entire  confidence  which  I 
entertain  in  the  patriotic  fentiments 
of  your  majefty,  as  well  as  the 
friendship  which  I  flatter  myfelf 
your  majefty  reciprocally  entertains 
for  me,  induce  me  to  inform  you, 
without  heiitation,  that  his  imperial 
majefty  had  add  refled  to  me  as 
eledtor,  a  circumftantial  and  detailed 
letter  relative  to  your  taking  pofief- 
fion  of  the  imperial  city  of  Nurem¬ 
berg,  the  dependencies  of  Eiehftadt, 
and  the  equeftrian  order,  which 
took  place^  laft  year,  on  account  of 
the  principalities  of  Brandenbourg 
in  Franconia.  His  majefty  ex- 
preffed  a  defire  to  know  my  opinion 
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upon  thefe  events,  and  at  the  fame 
time  defired  my  interpofition  with 
your  majefty. 

“  As  his  imperial  majefty,  in  the 
different  proceedings  which  have 
taken  place  on  this  fubjedt,  is  defi- 
rous  to  difcharge  the  duty  prefcribed 
by  the  capitulation  of  eledtion  in  a 
manner  that  muft  redound  to  his 
higheft  glory,  and  at  the  fame  time 
manifeft  the  high  consideration, 
which  he  entertains  for  your  ma¬ 
jefty;  accordingly  I  conceive  that, 
in  my  quality  ot  eledtor,  and  agree¬ 
ably  to  my  duties,  I  cannot  and  ought 
not  to  deny  the  requeft  of  his  impe¬ 
rial  majefty. 

“  I  am  very  far,  however,  from 
wi filing  to  decide  upon  the  legality 
of  your  majefty’s  pretentions,  or 
even  to  enter  into  a  difcuftion  of 
their  principles.  I  (hall  content 
myfelf  with  relying  upon  the  wifi 
dom  and  knowledge  of  your  majefty, 
which  cannot  overlook  any  thing 
connedted  with  the  fyftem  and  the 
confutation  of  the  German  empire, 
over  the  prefervation  of  which,  you 
are  principally  called  upon  to  watch, 
and  I  Shall  only  refer  to  the  noble 
and  generous  fentiments  which  your 
majefty  thought  proper  to  prefcribe 
to  yourfelf  in  the  public  instruction, 
published  the  27th  of  March  1792, 
for  the  regencies  of  Anfpach  and 
Bareuth,  and  on  the  fpecific  fubjedt 
of  the  pretentions  and  differences 
which  might  arife  in  the  faid  prin¬ 
cipalities. 

“  Thefe  fentiments  and  manifes¬ 
tations  of  your  majefty  leave  me  no 
doubt  of  your  difpofition  uniformly 
to  Support,  by  conftitutional  means, 
your  pretenfions  on  your  neighbours 
in  Franconia,  and  of  courfe  that 
you  will  leave  your  lefs  powerful, 
co-eftates  and  other  proprietors  of 
the  empire  in  the  enjoyment  of  what 
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the  law  fecures  to  them,  and  what 
you  allow  to  your  own  fubjeds 
againft  yourfelf,  to  wit,  their  main¬ 
tenance  and  re-eftablifhment  in  a 
legal  and  inconteflible  pofleffion. 

“  In  thus  teftifying  with  pleafure 
iny  entire  confidence  in  your  majefty, 
I  take  this  opportunity  to  renew  the 
affurances  of  the  peffed  efteem  with 
which  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  George  Rex. 

St.  James’s,  Feb.  7,  1797. ” 


Subfiance  of  a  Letter  addreffed  by 
the  Elector  of  Saxony  to  his  Ma- 
'  jefiy  ^ie  King  °f  Pruffia,  relative 
to  the  late  Differences  fubfifiing 
between  that  Monarch  and  his 
Neighbours  in  Franconia. 

FAR  from  meaning  to  decide 
upon,  or  to  call  in  queltion  the  vali¬ 
dity  of  the  pretentions  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty  to  the  rights  of  fovereignty, 
which,  in  later  times,  have  been 
enjoyed  by  feveral  of  your  neigh¬ 
bours  in  Franconia,  reputed,  in  con¬ 
sequence,  to  be  members  of  the 
equeftrian  order  of  the  empire,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  fuppofe,  from 
the  known  equity  of  your  majefty, 
-that  you  will  not  determine  to  af- 
fume  thefe  rights  without  imparti¬ 
ally  examining  your  pretenftons, 
and  that  all  the  fteps  which  are 
taken  refpeding  the  principalities 
of  Franconia  have  been  direded  by 
juftice,  and  a  defire  to  pave  a  way 
(for  you  and  your  electoral  houfe, 
and  for  the  advantage  of  the  fub¬ 
jeds  of  Franconia,  fuffering  from 
the  differences  that  have  aril’en  re¬ 
fpeding  the  fovereignty)  which  may 
lead  to  a  diftind  and  amicable 
conciliation  of  all  their  refpedive 
rights.  Your  majefty,  however,  is 
too  enlightened  not  to  be  convinced, 
that,  after  all  the  laws  which  have 


been  made,  pretenftons  to  rights 
which  are  not  united  with  the  pof- 
feftion  muft  be  previoufly  referred  to 
the  judge,  and  decided,  in  order  to 
be  able  to  come  at  the  enjoyment  of 
them;  and  that  the  arbitrary  de¬ 
posing  of  him  who  is  adually  in 
pofleffion,  cannot  be  approved  by 
any  one.  In  truth,  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  if  your  majefty  had 
employed  meafures  of  negotiation 
with  the  different  powers,  it  was 
much  to  be  feared  that  the  bufinefs 
would  not  have  been  fpeedily  termi¬ 
nated  and  arranged.  But  this  con- 
ftderation  was  not  fufficient  to  fet 
you  above  all  the  laws  againft  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  which  are  fo  falutary 
in  themfelves,  and  fo  interwoven 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  Germanic 
conftitution.  We  can  no  longer  ac- 
cufe  the  fupreme  tribunals  of  the 
empire  with  partiality  and  injuftice: 
if  they  exercife  their  fundions 
agreeably  to  the  laws  by  which  they 
fliould  be  guided,  and  if  they  apply 
them  to  the  adions  and  condud 
of  your  majefty,  the  confequences 
which  will  refult  from  it  will  be 
felt.  Your  majefty  has  been  revered 
with  reafon  by  a  great  part  of  the 
empire,  as  one  of  the  ftrft  defenders 
of  the  conftitution ;  and  what  matter 
of  afflidion  will  it  not  be  for  every 
ftate  of  the  empire  torn  from  the 
country,  if  that  confidence,  which 
is  founded  upon  veneration,  is 
weakened  by  the  new  fteps  taken 
in  Franconia!  I  leave  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty  ’s  wifdorn  to  decide,  whether 
thefe  premature  fteps  will  not  lead 
them  to  form  very  curious  notions 
of  the  Germanic  afibciation,  whofe 
founders  had  for  their  principal  ob- 
jed  the  fupport  of  the  laws  of  the 
empire,  and  the  prefervation  of  its 
conftitution?  Upon  the  feizure  of  the 
county  of  Schaumbourg  by  Hefie, 
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your  majefty  teftified  that  a  member 
of  that  affociation  would  draw  upon 
him  the  reproaches  of  the  whole  body, 
if  he  attempted  to  difpolTefs  a  co  * 
eftate  of  the  empire  without  having 
recourfe  to  a  judicial  procefs.  1 
confefs  that  that  differed  in  fpveral 
particulars  from  the  £>refent  cafe ; 
but  they  are  fimilar  in  re fp eel  to  the 
arbitrary  procedure  in  both  cafes. 
It  is  fatisfadory  for  me  to  learn,  that 
after  having  concluded  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  different  ftates,  your 
majefty  hopes  that  the  fame  thing 
will  take  place  with  neighbouring 
ftates.  I  eonfider  the  fpeedy  ful¬ 
filment  of  this  profped  as  the  only 
means  of  preventing  thofe  confe- 
quences  which  will  follow  from  a 
juridical  information,  if  the  differ- 
,  ence  cannot  otherwife  be  accom¬ 
modated.  After  all  thefe  eonfider- 
ations,  and  conformably  to  the 
fentiments  of  friendfhip  and  venera¬ 
tion  which  I  feel  for  your  Majefty, 
I  intreat  you  to  employ  ultimately 
the  moft  proper  means  for  effeding 
an  equitable  arrangement  with  the 
ftates  of  the  empire,  and  to  remove 
every  thing  which  looks  like  being 
unconllitutional  in  your  condud  to 
thefe  ftates. 


Edidt  publijhed  at  Berlin. 

Frederic  William,  by  the  Grace  of 
God ,  King  of  Pruffia,  fyc.  SfC. 

HAVING  underftood  that  the 
Aulic  Council  of  Vienna  have 
adopted,  without  ever  confulting 
us,  different  meafures,  on  the  re- 
queft  of  one  party,  and  wholly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  complainants, 
by  which  they  have  attacked  us 
and  our  rights,  and  diffuaded  our 
fubjeds  from  performing  thofe  obli¬ 
gations  which  they  have  contraded 


on  oath  with  us,  and  have  even 
formally  fummoned  thofe  of  the 
equeftnan  order  not  to  regard  us 
as  their  fovereign, — the  meafures 
which  they  have  adopted,  by  print¬ 
ing  and  circulating  them,  to  miftead 
our  fubjeds,  are, 

ill.  A  mandate  of  the  Aulic 
council,  dated  March  17th,  1797, 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  claims  of  the 
fovereignty  of  Brandenbourg  againft; 
the  bilhopric  of  Etchftadt.  2d.  A 
conclufum  of  the  aulic  council,  of 
the  23d  March,  concerning  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  fovereignty  of  Bran¬ 
denbourg  againft  the  equeftrian  order 
in  Franconia.  3d.  Idem ,  of  the 
8th  of  April,  and  againft  the  impe¬ 
rial  town  of  Weiffenbourg.  4th . 
Idem ,  March  5th,  &c.  againft  the 
eledor  of  Cologne,  as  grand  matter 
of  the  Teutonic  order.  5th.  Idem , 
May  9th,  &c.  againft  the  imperial 
town  of  Nuremberg. 

Confidering  what  the  laws  of  the 
empire  preferibe,  we  can  by  no 
means  regard,  nor  will  regard,  thefe 
meafures  as  legally  valid  and  obli¬ 
gatory,  but,  on  the  contrary,  we 
mutt  eonfider  them  as  real  encroach" 
ments  on  our  rights  of  fovereignty, 
and  peculiarly  prejudicial:  we,  in 
confequence,  therefore,  folemnly  and 
ferioufly,  by  the  prefent  patent, 
advife  and  forewarn  all  thofe  of  the 
equeftrian  order  who  have  hitherto 
belonged  to  the  cantons  of  the 
equeftrian  order  of  the  empire,  as 
alfo  all  other  perfons  whole  fove- 
reigns  belong  to  the  equeftrian  or« 
der,  or  are  neighbouring  princes, 
not  to  fwerve  in  the  leaft  degree 
from  their  duties  as  fubjeds:  we 
allure  them  that  our  intention  has 
never  been  to  interfere  with  the 
oath  which  they  have  taken  to 
their  refpedive  fove reigns ;  and 
we  promife  to  proted  them  with 

all 
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ail  our  power  againft  every  one. 
At  the  fame  time  we  would  appnfe 
all  thofe  who  (hall  attempt  to  dif- 
fuade  any  fubjed  from  his  due  al¬ 
legiance  to  us,  that  they  will  be 
profecuted  in  the  molt  rigorous 
manner. 

Frederic  William. 
Finkenstein  Alvenlsieben. 
Hardenberg  Haugwitz. 
Given  at  Berlin,  June  14,  1797. 


Madrid ,  March  i ft. 
Proclamation  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

THE  glory  of  my  crown  and  the 
honour  of  my  people,  with  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  whom  I  have  been  en- 
trufted  by  divine  providence,  and 
the  inteieft  I  take  in  defending  their 
rights,  and  in  obtaining  a  juft  fatis- 
fadion  for  the  inful ts  they  have  fuf- 
tained  by  the  Englifh,  by  a  notable 
infradion  of  the  molt  folemn  trea¬ 
ties,  founded  upon  the  reciprocal 
utility  of  both  ftates,  obliged  me, 
contrary  to  my  pacific  intentions,  to 
enter  into  a  new  war,  when  hardly 
difengaged  from  that  which  1  had 
maintained  againft  the  French  re¬ 
public,  which  terminated  in  an  ho¬ 
nourable  peace  that  fecured  the 
tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  my 
faithful  fubjeds.  But  to  confolidate 
this  important  benefit,  and  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  repofe  of  which  Eu¬ 
rope  flood  fo  much  in  need,  I  lind 
myfelf  under  the  indifpenfable  ne- 
ceflity  of  entering  into  new  engage¬ 
ments,  which  require  an  enormous 
expence  and  immenfe  provifion. — - 
As  it  has  ever  been  my  principal 
objed  to  unite  the  high  dignity  of 
my  crown  with  the  good  of  my 
fubjeds,  already  fo  much  oppreffed 
by  the  weight  of  the  public  rdvenue 
as  lcarcely  to  admit  of  any  new 
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impofts,  I  have  not  availed  myfelf 
of  the  power  with  which  I  am  in- 
vefted,  nor  adopted  any  of  the 
means  pointed  out  to  me  as  capable 
of  producing  the  defiled  effed ; 
being  perfuaded  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  adopt  other  meafures,  which  may 
greatly  facilitate  the  neeefiary  fuc- 
cours,  fuch  as  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  the  loan  upon  the  revenue  of 
tobacco,  created  by  my  auguft  pre- 
deceflbr,  according  to  a  royal  de¬ 
cree  of  December  17,  1782,  and 
conformable  to  my  edict  of  Decem¬ 
ber  10,  1794,  which  will  effedually 
unite  the  neeeffities  of  the  ftate  with 
the  good  of  individuals,  of  which 
it  is  compofed.  The  return  of  the 
capital  having  the  moft  advanta¬ 
geous  fecurity,  will  tend  to  inlure 
the  future  fubfiftence  of  families, 
without  the  rifk  to  which  money 
might  be  expofed  when  at  the  arbi¬ 
trary  difpofal  of  inexperienced  and 
diflipated  youth — 1  have  therefore 
refolved  to  open  the  above  loan  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  reckoning 
from  the  ift  of  January,  1797,  with 
the  liberty  of  continuing  the  fame 
as  I  may  find  it  convenient. 

(Signed)  I  the  King. 


Abftraffi  of  a  Proclamation  ijfj'ued  by 
the  Court  of  Spain,  relative  to  the 
Prohibition  of  Englifh  Merchan- 
dfe. 

THE  firfb  article  prohibits  the 
importation  into  Spain  of  all  Bri- 
tifh  goods  and  manufadures,  and 
likewife  of  all  articles  that  have 
been  conveyed  to  any  port  of 
Great  Britain,  and  fubjed  to  a 
duty,  under  any  pretence  what¬ 
ever. 

The  fourth  article  enjoins  all 
perfons  who  have  Englifh  goods  in 

their 
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their  poffeffion,  to  deliver  an  account 
of  the  fame  within  fifteen  days  after 
the  date  of  the  proclamation,  and 
grants  fix  months  for  the  fale  of  the 
goods  fpecified  in  the  inventory. 
Thofe  that  neglect  to  make  a  decla¬ 
ration  within  the  period  abovemen- 
tioned,  are  informed  by  the  fifth 
article  that  the  goods  will  be  con- 
hfcated. 

The  fix th  article  hates,  that  fueh 
prohibited  goods  as  (hall  not  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months 
allowed  for  that  purpofe,  fhall  be 
fold  by  public  auction  in  lots.  The 
price  of  each  article  cannot  exceed 
the  price  of  the  fame  kind  of  goods 
before  the  war :  the  value  fhall, 
therefore,  be  afcertained  before  the 
fale. 

The  merchants  who  may  not 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  difpofe 
of  all  the  Britilh  merchandife  in 
their  polTeffions,  and  who  may  not 
choofe  to  have  the  refidue  fold  in 
the  manner  hated  in  the  preceding 
article,  will  be  permitted  to  fend 
them  to  Cadiz,  whence  they  may 
export  them  to  the  West  Indies. 

The  Englifh  merchandife  that 
may  be  imported  fubfequent  to  the 
proclamation,  fhall  be  confifcated, 
together  with  the  fhips  or  other 
vehicles  by  which  they  were  con¬ 
veyed.  The  carriers  of  tbele  goods, 
if  it  fhould  be  proved  in  evidence 
that  they  acted  with  intent  to  evade 
this  proclamation,  fhall  be  imprifoned 
for  the  term  of  eight  years. 

The  fourteenth  article  provides, 
that,  three  months  after  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  royal  fchedule,  no 
merchandife  fhall  be  received  in  the 
ports  of  Spain  from  foreign  parts 
without  the  magiftr'ate’s  or  infpec- 
toPs  certificate  refident  at  the  place 
whence  they  have  been  exported. 
The  certificates  mult  fpecify  the 
Vol.  XXXIX, 


quality  and  quantity  of  the  goods, 
the  materials  of  which  they  wera 
fabricated,  and  likewife  that  they 
have  not  been  manufactured  in,  or 
paid  any  duties  to  England. 

"The  twentieth  article  mentions, 
that,  as  many  articles  of  Englifh 
manufacture  are  imitated  with  the 
greateft  exa&nefs  in  France,  the 
utmoft  care  is  to  be  obferved  by 
the  collectors  of  the  duties,  that 
goods  of  French  manufacture  may 
not  experience  any  diminution  in 
the  demand  in  Spain. 

The  twenty-fecond  article  relates 
to  the  regulations  with  refpeCt  to 
Britidi  merchantmen  who  may  be 
forced  into  Spanifh  ports  through 
ftrefs  of  weather. 

The  twenty-third  and  fucceeding 
article  mentions,  that  the  former 
regulations  will  be  observed  with 
relpecl  to  Englifh  property  taken 
and  carried  into  Spain  by  Spanifh 
or  French  privateers. 


Imperial  Ukafa,  or  Edict,  \jjuedS  at 
Pe  te  r  fb  u rg ,  ref  peeling  the  1  mp orta- 
turn  of  French  and  Dutch  Mer¬ 
chandife. 

Paul  I.  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Empe¬ 
ror  and  foie  Governor  of  all  the 
Rufiias,  &c. 

We  do  moft  gracioufly  ordain, 
l.THE  importation  of  all  French 
wines,  without  exception,  alfo  fal- 
lad  oils  of  Provence,  olives,  capers, 
anchovies,  to  be  freely  permitted 
in  all  our  harbours  in  neutral 
bottoms. 

*2.  French  and  Spanifh  brandy  is 
only  permitted  to  be  imported  by 
neutral  fhips  in  thofe  harbours 
which  are  fpecified  in  the  ukafa  of 
the  nth  of  December,  1 784,  and 
*  K.  k 


498*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


to  which  we  add  the  ports  of  Liebau 
and  Windau. 

3.  The  duties  on  wine,  oils,  &c. 
fhall  be  taken  from  the  tariff  of 
September  27,  1782,  till  a  new  one 
fhall  appear ;  and  the  duty  on 
French  brandy  fhall  be  regulated 
agreeably  to  the  ukafa  of  ISovem- 
ber  *25,  1 793. 

4.  The  ukafa  of  the  8th  of  April, 
1793,  fhall  be  ftridlly  obferved,  as 
far  as  it  forbids  the  importation  of 
various  French  goods,  and  of  others 
which  are  mere  objects  of  luxury ; 
as  likewife  all  communication  with 
the  French  until  a  lawful  govern¬ 
ment  and  order  of  things  fhall  have 
been  introduced  into  that  country ; 
the  certificates  of  conful  or  govern¬ 
ment,  ordained  by  the  laid  ukafa, 
fhall  alfo  no  longer  be  demanded  in 
the  future  importation  of  French 
goods,  except  for  fuch  articles  for 
which  fome  duties  are  to  be  re¬ 
mitted. 

Done  at  St.  Petcrjburgh, 

January  22,  1797. 

Second  Ukasa. 

Paul  I.  fyc. 

WE  do  hereby  mod  graeioufly 
permit  the  free  importation,  in  all 
our  harbours,  of  fuch  Dutch  goods 
as  are  not  prohibited  in  the  tariff  or 
ukafa,  provided  fuch  importation 
takes  place  in  fhips  belonging  to 
neutral  powers.  Thofe  goods  are 
to  pay  the  duties  preferibed  by  the 
tariff  of  September  27,  1782,  till  a 
new  tariff  fhall  be  publifhed. 

Done  at  St.  Peterjburgh , 

January  22,  1797. 


MeJJage  of  the  Prefident  to  Congrefs , 
Jan.  19,  1797,  with  a  Letter, from 
Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr,  Pinckney, 


relative  to  the  Difputes  hetKCtn 

America  and  France. 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate,  and  of  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives. 

AT  the  opening  of  the  prefent 
feffion  of  congrefs  1  mentioned  that 
fome  circumltances  of  an  unwelcome 
nature  had  lately  occurred  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  France  ;  that  our  trade  had 
inhered  and  was  fullering  extenfive 
injuries  in  the  West-Indies  from  the 
cruizers  and  agents  of  the  French 
Republic  ;  and  that  communications 
had  been  received  from  its  minister 
here  which  indicated  danger  of  a 
further  disturbance  of  our  commerce 
by  its  authority,  and  that  were  in 
other  respects  far  from  agreeable  : 
but  that  I  referved  for  a  fpecial 
meffage  a  more  particular  commu¬ 
nication  on  this  interefting  fuhject. 
This  communication  I  now  make. 
The  complaints  of  the  French  mini- 
her  embraced  moft  of  the  tran fac¬ 
tions  of  our  government  in  relation 
to  France  from  an  early  period  of 
the  prefent  w  ar ;  which  therefore  it 
was  neceffary  carefully  to  review. 
A  colledlion  has  been  formed  of 
letters  and  papers  relating  to  thofe 
tranfadlions,  which  I  now  lay  before 
you,  with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckney, 
our  minifter  at  Paris,  containing  ail 
examination  of  the  notes  of  the 
French  minifter  and  fuch  informa¬ 
tion,  as  1  thought  might  be  ufeful  to 
Mr.  Pinckney,  in  any  farther  repre- 
fentations  he  might  find  neceffary  to 
make  to  the  French  government. 
The  immediate  object  of  his  miffion 
was  to  make  to  that  government 
fuch  explanations  of  the  principles 
and  conduct  of  our  own,  as  by  ma- 
nifefting  our  good  faith  might  re¬ 
move  all  jealoufy  and  difeontent, 
and  maintain  that  harmony  and 
good  underftanding  with  the  French 
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republic  which  it  has  been  my  con¬ 
stant  lolicitude  to  preierve.  A  go¬ 
vernment  which  required  only  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth ,  to  juflify  its 
meafures,  could  not  but  be  anxious 
to  have  this  fully  and  frankly  dis¬ 
played. 

Go.  Washi^gto^. 

United  Slates,  Jan.  igtk,  1797. 


From  Mr.  Pickering,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris. 

Department  of  State, 
Sir,  Jan .  16th  1797. 

IN  my  letters  of  the  5th  and  26th 
ult.  I  fent  you  two  notes  from 
Mr.  Adet,  the  minifter  of  the  French 
republic  to  the  United  States ;  the 
former  dated  the  22d  of  October, 
and  the  other  the  15th  of  November 
last ;  and  my  anfwer  to  the  first. 
The  latter  note  embracing  numerous 
topics  of  complaint,  and  going  as 
far  back  as  the  year  1793,  required 
a  particular  examination  of  all  the 
tranfa&ions  of  our  government  from 
that  time  to  the  prefent.  The  other 
indifpenfable  duties  of  the  office  pre¬ 
vented  my  entering  on  this  exami¬ 
nation  as  early  as  I  expe&ed,  and 
the  current  bufiness  has  retarded 
the  purfuit.  The  refill t  of  this  ex¬ 
amination  I  am  now  by  the  diredion 
of  the  prefident  of  the  United  States, 
to  communicate  to  you.  This  his¬ 
tory  of  our  affairs  you  will  find  sup¬ 
ported  by  documents,  many  of  which 
were  delivered  to  you,  at  your  de¬ 
parture,  and  the  refidue  will  be  here¬ 
with  tranfmitted.  The  remarks  and 
reasonings  on  fads  you  will  duly 
appreciate ;  and  from  the  whole 
joined  to  your  own  obfervations,  you 
will  be  enabled,  it  is  believed,  to 
vindicate  the  United  States,  and  to 


demonflrate  their  impartiality,  as  a 
neutral  nation,  their  fidelity  in  the 
obfervation  of  treaties,  and  their 
friendfhip  as  an  ally. 

The  difeuffion  on  which  I  am  en-» 
tering  will  involve  much  repetition  ; 
for  the  general  queftions  and  parti¬ 
cular  cafes  grouped  together  in  the 
minifler’s  lafl  note,  have  been  fub- 
jects  of  controversy  and  correspon¬ 
dence  from  May  1793,  to  this  day. 
Some  other  points  have  indeed  been 
contended  for,  which  the  minifter 
has  now  paffed  without  notice.  Why 
they  are  omitted,  I  know  not :  for 
in  thefe  cafes,  the  United  States 
were  as  pofitively  charged  with  vio¬ 
lating  treaties  as  in  thofe  which  he 
has  been  pleased  now  to  detail.  Some 
of  them  it  may  be  found  proper  to 
introduce,  to  render  lefs  imperfect 
the  view  of  our  relations  to  France. 

The  complaints  of  the  French 
minifter  againft  the  United  States, 
have  reference  to  three  principal 
subjects. 

1st.  To  the  abandonment  of  their 
neutral  rights  to  the  injury  of 
France  in  not  maintaining  the  pre¬ 
tended  principles  of  the  modern  law 
of  nations,  that  free  flips  make  free 
goods,  and  that  the  timber  and  naval 
ftores  for  the  equipment  and  arma¬ 
ment  of  vefiels  are  not  contraband 
of  war. 

2d.  To  violations  of  our  treaties 
with  France  even  in  their  letter. 

3d.  To  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain;  which  he  al¬ 
leges  “  deprives  France  of  all  the 
“  advantages  stipulated  in  a  previous 
“  treaty.” — A  fourth  complaint  is 
truly  ingenious.  The  fortune  of 
war  has  conflrained  forae  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  from  enemies  to 
become  her  allies,  and  if  the  alleged 
abandonment  of  the  rules  of  the 
*  K  k  2  moder*. 
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modern  law  of  nations,  in  its  conse¬ 
quences,  works  an  injury  to  thofe 
allies,  from  that  moment  France  is 
also  injured.  Perhaps  it  will  be  in 
tune  to  notice  this  laft  charge  when 
thole  allies  themfelves  complain ; 
if  the  anfwer  to  the  fh  ft,  involving 
tiie  same  principle,  Ihould  not  ren¬ 
der  luch  notice  altogether  unnecef- 
iary.  I  ihall  now  prefent  to  your 
view  thofe  fatfts  and  obfervations 
which  will  prove,  we  conceive,  that 
the  minifter’s  complaints  are  with¬ 
out  any  juft  foundation. 

Under  the  fir  ft  charge,  that  we 
have  not  maintained,  as  we  ought  to 
have  done,  our  neutral  rights,  it  is 
alleged  ; 

1st.  That  the  position,  that  free 
Jhips  make  free  goods ,  is  an  eftab- 
lilhed  principle  of  the  modern  law 
of  nations,  and  that  Great  Britain, 
by  capturing  French  property  on 
board  our  veffels,  has  violated  our 
neutral  rights;  and  that  unlefs  we 
compel  Great  Britain  to  refpeUt 
thofe  rights,  France  will  be  juftifted 
in  violating  them. 

Not  to  remark  on  the  lingular 
reafoning,  that  if  one  warring  power 
commits  an  act  of  injuftice  towards 
a  neutral  and  innocent  nation, 
another  warring  power  may  commit 
the  like  injuftice  ;  we  may  alk  what 
authority  is  adduced,  to  {hew  that 
the  modern  law  of  nations  has 
eftablifhed  the  principle,  that  free 
flips  make  free  goods  ?  Vattel  *  fays 
pofttively  :  “  that  eff’edfts  belonging 
“  to  an  enemy,  found  on  board  a 
“  neutral  fhip,  are  seizable  by  the 
tl  rights  qf  war.”„sAgreeably  to  this 
long  eftablilhed  rule"  of  the  law  of 
nations,  France  lierfelf  in  her  mari¬ 
time  laws  has  directed  that  the  mer- 


chandifes  and  effects  belonging  to 
her  enemies  which  Jhall  be  found  on 
board,  neutral  veffels ,  Jhall  be  a  good 
prize f.  Bv  a  former  law,  indeed, 
the  neutral  veffels  themfelves,  as 
well  as  the  effects  of  her  enemies  on 
board  were  declared  to  be  a  good 
prize.  Valin  \  remarks,  however, 
that  this  regulation  was  peculiar  to 
France  and  Spain  ;  and  that  elfe- 
where  the  goods  of  the  enemy  were 
alone  fuhjecfced  to  confifcation.  And 
in  the  treaty  of  France  with  the 
city  of  Hamburg,  in  1769,  it  was 
ftipulated  that  “  all  effects,  provi- 
“  lions  and  merchandife  whatsoever 
<£  belonging  to  her  enemies  and  found 
“  on  board  the  veffels  of  Hamburg 
“  fhould  be  confifcated.” 

Mr.  Adet  remarks,  that  one  of 
his  predeceffors,  in  July  1793,  ap¬ 
plied  on  this  lubjeft  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  but  was 
Unfit  ccefsfuh  lie  muft  refer  to  Mr. 
Genet's  letter  to  Mr.  Jefterfon,  dated 
July  the  9th  1793  j|.  (The  fubjebt 
was  refumed  in  terms  ftill  more  ex¬ 
traordinary  in  his  letter  of  July  the 
25th  1793,)  to  which  Mr.  Jefterfon 
anfwered  on  the  24th,  declaring 
“  his  belief  that  it  cannot  be 
“  doubted,  but  that  by  the  general 
“  law  of  nations,  the  goods  of  a 
“  friend  found  in  the  veffel  of  an 
<c  enemy  are  lawful  prize/’ — “  It  is 
“  true  that  fun.dry  nations,  defirous 
“  of  avoiding  the  inconveniences  of 
u  having  their  veftels  hopped  at  fea, 
“  ranfacked,  carried  into  port  and 
“  detained,  under  pretence  of  having 
‘‘'enemy  goods  on  board,  have,  in 
“  many  inftances,  introduced  by  their 
“  fpecial  treaties,  another  principle 
“  between  them,  that  enemy  bot- 
“  toms  Ihall  make  enemy  goods, 

“  and 


■,  *  Book  3,  fe£t.  115. 
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“  and  friendly  bottoms,  friendly 
“  goods;  but  this  is  altogether  the 
44  effect  of  particular  treaty,  con- 
44  troling  in  fpccial  cafes,  the  genu  al 
“  principle  of  the  law  of  nations, 
“  and  therefore  taking  effed  between 
44  luch  nations  only  as  have  fo 
44  agreed  to  control  it.”  And  it  is 
plain  that  it  was  to  avoid  the  in¬ 
conveniences  resulting  from  this 
general  rule  of  the  law  of  nations 
that  France  and  the  United  States 
ftipulated,  in  the  23d  article  of 
their  commercial  treaty,  44  That 
44  free  fhips  fhould  give  freedom  to 
44  goods ;  and  that  every  thing 
44  fhonld  be  deemed  free  which 
14  fhould  be  found  on  board  the  fhips 
44  belonging  to  the  BibjeCts  of  either 
44  of  the  contracting  parties,  al- 
44  though  the  whole  lading,  or  any 
44  part  thereof,  fhould  appertain  to 
44  the  enemies  of  either,  contraband 
44  goods  being  always  excepted.” 

It  is  alfo  plain  that  this  ftipula- 
tion  was  intended  to  operate  (indeed 
it  was  its  foie  object  and  otherwife 
could  have  no  operation  at  all)  when 
one  of  the  parties  fhould  be  at  war 
with  a  nation  or  nations,  with  whom 
the  other  fhould  be  at  peace.  France, 
therefore,  has  now  no  right  to  com¬ 
plain  if  the  goods  of  her  enemies 
find  protection  on  board  American 
fhips,  or  to  pretend  that  in  order 
44  to  re  ft  ore  the  balance  of  neutrality 
44  to  its  equilibrium,”  the  may  l'eize, 
on  fuch  goods :  The  juft  equilibrium, 
between  her  and  the.  United  States 
wall  be  reftored  when  we  are  at  war, 
and  the  4!  peace;  at  which  time 
the  goods  of  our  enemies  will  find 
protection  on  board  the  veffels  of 
her  citizens. 

2d.  It  is  alleged  that  wre  have 
abandoned  the  modern  public  law 

*  Book  7,  Sed,  112. 


on  contraband,  and  by  our  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  granted  to  that 
power,  exclufively,  the  free  carriage 
of  articles  for  the  equipment  and 
armament  of  veffels. 

Here  as  in  the  former  cafe  the 
queftion  recurs,  what  is  the  law  of 
nations  on  the  point  in  dispute? 
Vattel  *  defines  contraband  goods 
to  be  44  commodities  particularly 
ufed  in  war — Such  are  arms,  mili¬ 
tary  and  naval  stores,  timber,  horfes, 
44  and  even  provifions  in  certain 
44  junctures,  when  there  are  hopes 
44  of  reducing  the  enemy  by  famine/-’ 
In  the  treaty  between  France  and 
Denmark  concluded  on  the  23d  of 
Auguft  1742A — “  Tar  was  declared 
44  contraband,  together  with  rofin, 
44  fails,  hemp,  cordage,  malts,  and 
44  timber  for  ibip  building.”  Thus, 
on  this  account  (fays  Valin)  there' 
would  have  been  110  caufe  for  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  Engl  ifh, 
if  they  had  not  infringed  particular 
treaties  ;  for  of  right  thefe  things 
are  now  contraband,  and  have  been 
fo  fince  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
which,  however,  was  not  the  cafe 
formerly.  44  The  modern  public 
44  law  011  contraband,”  mentioned  by 
Fir.  Adel,  and  bis  predeceffors,  pro¬ 
bably  refers  to  the  principles  de¬ 
clared  by  the  armed  neutrality 
during  the  American  war.  rl  his 
tranfciCtion  is  too  remarkable  to  pafs.> 
unnoticed.  During  that  war,  Great 
Britain,  and  the  other  belligerent 
powers,  exereifing  the  rights  allured 
to  them  by  the  law  of  nations,  made 
prize  of  enemies’  property  on  board 
neutral  veffels,  and  of  contraband 
goods  belonging  to  neutrals.  Eager 
as  neutral  nations  miift  be  to  ieize 
the  opportunity  which  war  preterits, 
of  being  the  carriers  for  the  belliga«f 

f  Valin,  vol.  2,  p.  264. 

*  K  k  3  rent 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  i797. 


rent  nations,  whofe  ftiips  and  mari¬ 
ners  are  wanted  for  military  opera¬ 
tions,  it  was  perfectly  natural  that 
the  former  fliould  defire  to  efta- 
hlilh  as  a  rule  that  free  fliips  fhould 
make  free  goods ;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  neutral  bottoms  fliould  proted 
the  goods  on  board,  to  whomfoever 
thefe  belonged  ;  and  it  was  equally 
natural  for  them  to  defire  to  dimi- 
nilh  the  lift  of  contraband.  In 
refpedt  to  the  latter,  it  mutt  have 
been  particularly  interefiing  to  the 
three  northern  maritime  powers, 
from  whofe  dominions  chiefly  the 
other  maritime  nations  of  Europe 
receive  fupplies  of  timber  and  naval 
ftores,  to  ftrike  thefe  from  the  lift  of 
contraband,  or  by  fome  means  to 
exempt  them  from  capture. 

With  thefe  difpofttions,  the  em- 
prefs  of  Russia,  in  February  1780, 
made  public  the  principles  on  which 
flie  would  maintain  the  commerce  of 
her  fubjeds.  It  is  neceflary  here  to 
recite  only  two  of  them.  lft.  That 
all  the  effeds  belonging  to  the  fub- 
jeds  of  the  nations  at  war  fliould  be 
free  on  board  neutral  veffels ;  con¬ 
traband  goods  excepted.  2d.  That 
the  articles  of  contraband  fliould  be 
regulated  by  the  10th  and  11th  ar¬ 
ticles  of  her  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  extending  the  regu- 
'  lations  of  thofe  articles  to  all  the 
belligerent  powers. 

To  enforce  the  cbfervance  of  thefe 
principles  the  gave  orders  for 
equipping  a  confiderable  part  of  her 
marine. 

In  July  of  the  fame  year,  Den¬ 
mark  acceded  to  the  principles  of  the 
armed  neutrality,  and  entered  into  a 
convention  with  Ruftia,  for  main¬ 
taining  them,  a  (Turning  for  her  rule 
in  determining  what  articles  fhould 

*  Hift.  Armed  Neutrality,  p.  77, 


be  deemed  contraband,  her  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britain,  con¬ 
cluded  the  11th  of  July  1670.  In 
the  third  article  of  this  treaty,  the 
defcription  of  contraband  goods  is  in 
general  terms;  “  any  provifion  of 
“  war,  as  foldier’s  arms,  machines, 
“  cannon,  ships,  or  other  things  of 
“  neceflary  ufe  in  war/'  But  by  a 
convention  concluded  at  London  on 
the  4th  of  July  1780,  between  Great 
Britain  and  Denmark,  u  to  explain 
“  the  treaty  of  commerce"  of  1670, 
a  between  the  two  powers/'  the  ar¬ 
ticles  deemed  contraband  are  par¬ 
ticularly  enumerated,  and  among 
them  we  lee  “  timber  for  fliip- 
“  building,  tar,  rofin,  copper-  in 
“  (beets,  fails,  hemp  and  cordage, 
“  and  generally  whatever  ferves 
ei  diredtly  for  the  equipment  of  a 
“  veffel,  unwrought  iron,  and  fir 
u  planks  excepted/'  It  is  remark¬ 
able  that  thefe  are  the  very  articles 
admitted  to  be  contraband  in  the 
18th  article  of  our  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  for 
which  admifiion,  Mr.  Adet  declares 
“  all  the  commercial  relations  be- 
“  tween  France  and  the  United 
“  States  are  entirely  broken/' 

But  it  is  further  to  be  noticed, 
that  this  convention  between  Ruftia 
and  Denmark,  concluded  in  the 
midft  of  the  American  war,  for 
maintaining  the  principles  of  the 
armed  neutrality,  and  to  which 
other  European  powers  acceded,  is 
explicitly  declared  in  the  9th  article, 
to  have  been  concluded,  and  agreed 
on  for  the  time  that  war  Jhould 
loft 9 ;  though  it  was  to  ferve  as  a 
bafis  for  future  engagements  which 
circumftances  might  render  necef¬ 
lary,  on  account  of  new  naval  wars 
in  Europe;  and  with  the  latter 
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view,  the  king  of  Sweden  manifefted 
the  utmoft  folicitude,  left  the  war 
ftiould  be  clofed  without  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  the  neutral  powers.  He 
therefore  was  urgent  that  the  em- 
prefs  with  all  the  parties  to  the 
maritime  convention,  “  fhould  pro- 
“  pofe  to  the  belligerent  powers  the 
“  eftablifhing  of  a  congrefs,  in 
ii  which  the  different  concerns,  both 
u  of  the  powers  at  war,  and  of  the 
u  neutral  ftates  Ihould  be  examined 
“  and  terminated 

And  these  concerns  he  afterwards 
mentions  to  be  “  the  pacification 
“  and  the  settling  of  a  maritime 
“  code  of  laws ;  "  obje&s  truly  im¬ 
portant,  and  meriting  all  the  foli¬ 
citude  manifefted  on  the  occafion 
by  the  king. 

But  thefe  fteps  of  the  king  of 
Sweden  ferve  as  additional  proofs, 
that  the  principles  of  the  armed 
neutrality  were  not  conffdered  by 
the  parties  to  the  maritime  con¬ 
vention,  as  fandlioned  by  the  exift- 
ing  law  of  nations.  For  perma¬ 
nently  to  eftabliffr  thofe  affurned 
principles,  by  introducing  them  into 
a  maritime  code,  was  obvioufly  the 
influential  motive  with  the  king  tor 
defiring  a  congrefs,  at  which  fuch  a 
code  might  be  fettled  with  the  al- 
fent  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 
But  this  projed  did  not  fucceed  : 
no  congrefs  was  formed :  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers  made  peace  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods ;  and  with  that  war 
ended  the  maritime  convention. 
This  no  nation  has  more  reafon  to 
regret  than  our  own,  as  well  beeaufe 
the  principles  in  queftion  relpeCt 
forrie  very  valuable  portions  ot  our 
exports,  as  beeaufe  our  difpolition 
and  our  policy  preferving  us  in 
peace?  fuch  an  extended  liberty  of 
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commerce  would  prove  highly  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  us'as  carriers  for  the 
powers  at  war. 

We  have  feen  then,  that  the  law 
of  nations,  the  marine  laws  of 
France,  her  own  treaties  as  well  as 
thofe  of  other  nations,  and  even  the 
fyftem  of  the  armed  neutrality,  in- 
conteftibly  effablifli  these  principles, 
that  enemies  goods  on  board  neutral 
vefiels,  are  rightful  fubjeds  of  cap¬ 
ture  and  condemnation  ;  and  that 
timber,  and  other  articles  for  the 
equipment  and  armament  of  Blips 
are  contraband  of  war;  and  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  admiffion  of  thefe 
principles,  in  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
not  being  a  grant  to  her  of  any 

rmht  (for  in  what  fenfe  could  we  be 
.  y 

faid  to  give  what  Ihe  before  pof- 
feffed?)  furniffies  no  juft  ground  of 
offence  to  France.  In  what  fenfe 
too  can  the  United  States  be  faid  to 
have  u  refufed  to  other  nations  a 
“  right/'  which  they  and  we  volun¬ 
tarily  and  mutually  agreed  to  re¬ 
nounce  ?  or,  how  are  we  chargeable 
with,  “  partiality  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land/'  beeaufe  we  do  not  take 
arms  to  compel  her  to  renounce  it? 
But  Mr.  Adet,  ftill  reffing  on  the 
idea,  that  not  to  compel  Great 
Britain  to  renounce ,  is  to  grant  her 
a  right,  seems  to  imagine,  that  we 
ill  all  attempt  to  obviate  his  com¬ 
plaints  by  faying,  “  that  France 
“  having  the  right  by  her  treaty  of 
“  1778,  to  enjoy  all  the  advan- 
6i  tages  in  commerce  and  navigation, 
“  which  the  United  States  have 
u  granted  to  England,  is  not  injured 
“  by  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty 
6i  of  1794,  (with  Great  Britain)  re- 
“  lative  to  contraband  of  war,  as 
“  they  become  common  to  her." — 
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**  cafes  in  which  provifions,  and 


But  we  (hall  fay  no  fuch  thing. 
The  2d  article  to  which  he  refers 
has  no  relation  to  this  fubjedt.  Had 
we  granted,  any  particular  favour  to 
Great  Britain,  or  to  any  other  nation 
in  refpedt  to  commerce  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  we  readily  admit  that  by  this 
article  France  wonld  be  immedi¬ 
ately  entitled  to  the  fame.  But  in 
regard  to  contraband  of  war,  we 
have  granted  nothing ,  and  therefore, 
under  that  article,  France  can  claim 
nothing. 

Under  the  influence  of  prefent 
and  temporary  interefts,  the  very 
nature  of  the  ftipulations  between 
France,  and  the  United  Sfates,  on 
the  fubjeft  of  free  commerce,  and 
the  limitation  of  contraband,  feems 
to  be  forgotten.  They  took  for  the 
bafis  qf  their  treaty  “  the  moft 
perfeFc  equality  and  reciprocity 
would  they  then  confpire  to  their 
own  hurt  ?  Would  they  voluntarily 
and  mutually  ftipulate  for  injuries  f 
or  for  advantages  ?  Certainly  the 
latter;  and  both  confidered  the 
agreement  reciprocally  advantageous 
which  secured  to  each,  in  its  turn, 
the  freedom  of  commerce  provided 
by  the  rules,  that  free  (hips  make 
free  goods ;  anil  that  timber  and 
naval  (lores  ihould  be  excluded 
from  the  lift  of  contraband. 

Connected  with  this  fubjedt  is 
what  concerns  the  article  of  provi¬ 
fions.  Mr.  Adet  fays,-  that  u  after 
^  having  allured  to  the  Englifh  the 
carriage  of  naval  (tores,  the  federal 
14  government  wifned  to  allure  that 
of  meals  ;  in  a  word,  it  desired  to 
u  have  commerce  only  with  England. 
ft  Thus  it  (lipulates  by  the  i  8th  ar- 
“  tide,  that  the  American  veffels  la- 
“  den  with  grain,  may  be  feized 
under  the  frivolous  pretext  that,  it 
-  is  extremely  difficult  to  define  the 


“  other  articles,  which  are  generally 
“  excepted,  could  be  clafi'ed  in  the 
“  lift  of  contraband  of  war.” 

There  are  so  many  extraordinary 
after tions  in  Mr.  Adet’s  notes,  that 
thofe  in  the  above  paragraph,  excite 
no  furprife.  The  federal  government 
is  conftituted  of  citizens,  who  have 
a  common  intereft  with  their  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  That 
common  intereft  has  a  peculiar  re¬ 
lation  to  commerce,  on  the  freedom 
and  extenfion  of  which  the  public 
revenue,  and  the  general  profperity 
of  our  country  chiefly  depend.  Will 
it  then  be  believed  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  wijhed  this  commerce  to 
be  reft rained ,•  particularly  the  com¬ 
merce  in  meals ,  which  compofe  the 
moft  valuable  part  of  our  exports? 
Efpecially  will  it  be  believed,  that 
the  government  dejired  that  our  ci¬ 
tizens  might  have  commerce  only 
with  England  f  Let  the  general 
fenfe  of  our  fellow  citizens  anfwer 
thefe  charges.  Let  the  great  mafs 
of  our  commercial  brethren  anfwer 
—They  whole  enterprife  traverfes 
every  lea,  and  explores  every  region 
of  the  globe  to  extend  their  gainful 
trade;  citizens  whofe  commercial 
adventures  to  France  and  her  colo¬ 
nies  have  rifen  annually  to  many 
millions;  adventures  by  which  many 
have  hazarded  their  credit  and  for¬ 
tunes.  Yet.  among  all  our  citizens 
none  have  been  more  folicitous  to 
form  a  commercial  treaty  with  Bri¬ 
tain,  none  more  decided  in  approv¬ 
ing  that  which  has  been  made. 

For  the  reafoning  of  our  own  go¬ 
vernment  on  this  fubjedl,  1  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  Sept. 
12th  1795,  written  by  the  prefi- 
dent’s  direction  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
Therein  it  was  attempted  to  (hew 
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the  necefity ,  and  our  right  of  form¬ 
ing  that  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
and  I  hope  it  will  appear  to  you, 
that  the  eon  elution  is  there  fairly 
drawn;  that  even  the  18th  article, 
as  it  refpetts  provifions,  would  ope¬ 
rate  favourably  to  France. 

Before  the  treatv  with  Great 

J 

Britain,  her  cruisers  captured  neu¬ 
tral  vefiels  bound  to  France  with 
provitions.  She  afierted,  that  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes  provifions  were  contra¬ 
band  of  war  ;  coni'equently  that  die 
might  lawfully  capture  and  confif- 
cate  fuch  provifions.  We  oppofed 
the  principle  and  the  practice.  Bri¬ 
tain  infilled  on  her  right.  In  this 
dilemma  it  was  agreed  by  the  treaty, 
that  whenever  provifions,  becoming 
contraband  by  the  law  of  nations, 
fhould  be  captured,  they  Ihould  be 
paid  for  with  a  reafonable  mercan¬ 
tile  profit.  This  ftipulation,  without 
admitting  the  principle,  by  fecuring 
the  American  merchants  from  lols, 
in  cafe  of  capture,  would  certainly 
tend  to  promote,  rather  than  to  dif- 
courage  adventures  in  provifions  to 
France. 

But  as  this  treaty  has  been  the 
fubjeft  of  ferious  complaint  on  the 
part  of  France,  it  is  important  to 
enquire  with  what  foundation  the 
complaint  is  made. 

I  might  pafs  over  the  unworthy 
infinuations  of  the  minifter,  that  the 
treaty  was  entered  into  by  us,  in 
order  to  enfure  advantages  to  the 
Englijh ,  and  to  fnrnijh  our  oxen  go¬ 
vernment  with  a  reply  to  the  claims 
of  France  and  peremptory  motives 
for  rcfufals  to  accede  to  them,  ;  that 
the  true  ohjttl  of  the  negociation  was 
incefantly  djguifed  under  fpecimis 
pretexts,  and  covered  with  the  veil 
of  difimulat  ion.  These  infinuations 
have  been  indifcreetly  addreffed  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 


They  will  gain  no  belief;  it  may 
however  be  ufeful  to  you  to  be  truly 
informed  on  this  fubject. 

The  prefident’s  meflage  to  the 
fenate,  on  the  16th  of  April  1794, 
does  not  declare,  (as  Mr.  Aclet  af- 
ferts)  “  that  Mr.  Jay  was  lent  to 
“  London  only  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of 
“  wrongs/’  The  prefident  fays,  that 
Mr.  Jay’s  million  would  announce  to 
the  world  “  a  folieitude  fora  friendly 
“  adjuftment  of  our  complaints,*' 
and  that,  “  going  immediately  from 
44  the  United  States,  iuch  an  envoy 
“  would  carry  with  him  a  full 
“  knowledge  of  the  exifting  temper 
“  and  fenfibility  of  our  country,  and 
“  thus  be  taught  to  vindicate  our 
“  rights  with  firmnefs,  and  to  cul- 
u  tivate  peace  with  fiucerity.”  And 
lhall  the  purfuit  of  either  "of  tbefe 
objedsbe  denied  to  us?  What  were 
our  complaints  !  The  moft  urgent 
regarded  the  fpoliations  of  our  com¬ 
merce  and  the  inexecution  of  the 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  re¬ 
setting  the  polls.  With  the  latter 
was  conne&ed  the  Indian  war,  with 
which  we  have  been  harafied  for  fo 
many  years ;  and  with  the  former 
the  injury  and  ruin  of  our  mer¬ 
chants  and  the  confequent  extenfive 
damage  to  agriculture.  Thefe  being 
the  moft  prominent  objects  of  the 
million,  were  of  courfe  moft  obferv- 
ahle  and  moft  talked  of;  and  with¬ 
out  them  the  million  probably  would 
not  at  that  time  have  been  contem¬ 
plated.  But  had  we  no  other  “  com- 
“  plaints  ?”  did  not  the  impreffment 
of  our  feamen,  like  the  fpoliations 
on  our  commerce,  excite  an  uni- 
verfal  complaint?  Had  we  never 
manifefted  our  uneafinefs  at  Great 
Britain  s  avoiding  a  commercial 
treaty?  Was  it  not  even  a  fubjeft 
of  complaint  and  reproach  ?  Was 
not  the  inducing  her  to  enter  into 
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fuch  a  treaty  the  object  of  clivers 
meafures  agitated  in  congrefs  ?  Had 
not  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  been  earneftly  fought  for 
from  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  to 
the  time  of  Mr.  Jay's  million  ?  How 
alfo  could  Mr.  Jay,  after  adjufting 
the  primary  objects  of  his  million, 
better  prove  the  fincerity  of  our  pa¬ 
cific  difpofition,  and  more  effectually 
44  cultivate  peace/5  than  by  forming 
arrangements  calculated  to  extend 
and  protect  our  trade,  to  promote 
good  neighbourhood  and  a  friendly 
and  mutually  beneficial  mtercourfe  ; 
by  prefcrihing  a  previous  demand  of 
juftice  and  fatisfaCtion  to  hafty  re- 
prifals  which  naturally  lead  to  war  ; 
and  by  agreeing  on  other  regula¬ 
tions  to  prevent  difputes,  or  to  adjuft 
them,  when  they  fhould  arife  ?  All 
thefe  objects  then,  and  whatever  elfe 
would  be  the  means  of  44  cultivating 
44  peace/'  were  clearly  comprehended 
in  the  prefident's  meffage. 

But  Mr,  Adet  fays,  44  that  Mr. 
44  Jay's  negociation  was  enveloped 
44  from  its  origin  in  the  fhadow  of 
44  myftery.”  And  to  whom  was  our 
government  bound  to  unveil  it?  To 
France  or  to  her  minifter  ? — Mr. 
Adet  fhould  anfwer,  or  not  have 
complained.  And  was  it  for  this, 
to  make  us  a  dependance  on  the 
French  empire  that  our  alliance  was 
formed  ?  Did  we  ftipuiate  to  fubmit 
the  exercife  of  our  fovereignty  (if  it 
is  not  a  contradiction  in  terms)  to 
the  direction  of  the  government  of 
France?  Let  the  treaty  itfelf  furnifh 
the  anfwer  *.  44  The  effential  and 

4£  direct  end  of  the  prefent  defenfive 
u  alliance  is  to  maintain  effectually 
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44  the  liberty,  sovereignty  and  indt- 
u  pendence  absolute  and  unlimited  of 
“  the  faid  United  States,  as  well  in 


44  matters  of  44  government  as  of  eom- 
44  merce ."  So  likewife  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  in  its  pre¬ 
amble,  declares,  that  his  moil 
chriftian  majelty  and  the  United 
States,  willing  to  fix  the  rules  which 
ought  to  be  followed,  relative  to 
the  correfpondence  and  commerce 
which  they  defire  to  eftablifh  be¬ 
tween  their  refpective  countries, 
have  taken  44  for  the  bafis  of  their 
44  agreement,  the  mod  perfeCt  cqua- 
44  lity  and  reciprocity — and  referving 
44  withal  to  each  party  the  liberty  of 
44  admitting  at  its  pleafure  other 
44  nations  to  a  participation  of  the 
44  fame  advantages."  Correfponding 
with  this  declaration  in  our  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  is  the  de¬ 
claration  of  the  marquis  de  Noailles, 
her  ambaffador  at  the  Court  of 
London,  on  the  13th  of  March 
1778,  five  weeks  after  the  treaty 
was  figned.  Some  paffages  in  this 
declaration  are  fo  pertinent  to  the 
fubjeCt  in  difcuffion,  I  fhall  quote 
them  at  length. 

44  The  underfigned  ambaffador  of 

< _ / 

44  his  moft  chriftian  majelty  has  re- 
44  ceived  exprefs  orders  to  make  the 
44  following  declaration  to  the  court 
44  gf  London." 

44  The  United  States  of  North 
44  America,  who  are  in  full  poffejjion 
44  of  independence,  as  pronounced  by 
44  them  on  the  4th  of  July  1776, 
44  having  propofed  to  the  king  to 
44  confolidate  by  a  formal  conven- 
44  tion  the'  connexion  begun  to  be 
44  eltablifhed  between  the  two  na- 
44  tions,  the  refpeCiive  plenipoten- 
44  tiaries  have  figned  a  treaty  of 
44  friendlhip  and  commerce,  defigned 
44  to  lerve  as  a  foundation  for  their 
44  mutual  good  correfpondence." 

44  His  Majefiy  being  determined- 
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**  to  cultivate  the  good  underftand- 
“  ing  fubfifting  between  France  and 
“  Great  Britain,  by  every  means 
“  compatible  with  his  dignity,  and 
“  the  good  of  his  fubje&s,  thinks  it 
“  necelfary  to  make  this  proceeding 
“  known  to  the  court  of  London, 
“  and  to  declare  at  the  fame  time, 
(t  that  the  contracting  parties  have 
- 1  paid  great  attention  not  to Jiipulate 
te  any  exclufive  advantages  in  favour 
“  of  the  French  nation ,  and  that  the 
il  United  States  have  referved  the 
u  liberty  of  treating  with  every 
u  nation  whatever  upon  the  fame 
u  footing  of  equality  and  recipro- 
u  city.”  Why  after  all  this  do  we 
hear  from  Mr.  Adet,  the  complaint, 
that  the  negociations  of  the  British 
treaty  were  fecretly  conducted?  In 
other  words,  that  in  exercifing  their 
abfolute  and  unlimited  rights  of 
“  government  and  commerce/'  the 
United  States  did  not  lay  open  to 
the  French  minifter  or  his  govern¬ 
ment  the  inftruCtions  to  our  envoy 
for  fettling  our  own  difputes,  and 
regulating  our  own  commerce  with 
Great  Britain?  So  far  as  candour 
and  friendlhip  required,  a  communi¬ 
cation  was  made  to  the  French  mi¬ 
nifter.  He  was  officially  informed, 
u  that  Mr.  Jay  was  not  inftruded 
“  to  weaken  our  engagements  to 
“  France.”  This  inftrudion  was 
obeyed  ;  Mr.  Jay  having  taken  care 
to  infer t  in  the  2.5th  article  of  the 
treaty  this  explicit  ftipulation,  that 
i(  Nothing  in  this  treaty  contained, 
u  lhall  be  conftrued,  or  operate 
“  contrary  to  former  and  exiting 
iC  public  treaties  with  other  fove- 
“  reigns,  or  dates/' 

The  government  gave  a  further 
proof  of  its  candour  and  friendlhip, 
by  communicating  to  the  French 
minifter  the  treaty  itfelf,  prior  to  its 
ratification, “  in  order  to  enable  him 
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ii  to  make  fuch  obfervgtions  thereon 
“  as  he  might  judge  proper.”  Thefe 
observations  you  will  fee  in  Mr. 
Adet’s  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
date  of  June  30th  1795;  and  the 
refutation  of  his  objections  in  the 
secretary's  anfwer,  dated  the  6th  of 

July  following. 

With  thefe  faCls  in  view,  facts  of 
which  the  chief  are  drawn  from  our 
treaties  with  France,  and  from  her 
own  aCts  and  laws,  what  opinion  is 
to  be  formed  of  Mr,  Adet’s  declara* 
tion,  “  That  the  executive  directory 
“  regards  the  treaty  of  commerce, 

concluded  with  Great  Britain,  as 
“  a  violation  of  the  treaty  made 
“  with  France  in  1778,  and  equiva- 
a  lent  to  a  treaty  of  alliance  with 
“  Great  Britain  ?'' 

I  will  now  advert  to  the  charge, 
£  That  far  from  ottering  the  French 
“  the  fuccours  which  friendlhip 
“  might  have  given,  without  com- 
“  promifing  it,  the  American  go- 
“  vernment  in  this  refped,  violated 
“  the  letter  of  treaties/' 

As  far  as  I  can  difeover,  the 
latter  pait  of  this  charge  is  reded 
wholly  on  the  17th  article  of  the 
commercial  treaty,  which,  therefore, 
it  will  be  necelfary  to  examine.  The* 
dipulations  are  mutual ;  but  the  ex¬ 
amination  will  be  Amplified  by 
confidering  their  application  to 
France  alone.  The  17th  article 
then  declares, — 

I.  That  the  ffiips  of  war  and  pri- 
vateei s  ol  fiance  may  freely  carry 
the  Ibips  and  goods  taken  from  their 
enemies ,  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  without  being  obliged  to  pay 
any  fees  to  the  officers  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  or  any  other  judges. 

IL  That  fuch  prizes  are  not  to 
be  arreded  or  feized,  when  they 
enter  the  ports  of  the  United 
States. 


III. 
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III.  That  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  fhall  not  make  any 
examination  concerning  the  lawf'ui- 
nefs  of  fuch  prizes ;  but 

IV.  That  they  may  hoi  ft  fail  at 
any  time,  and  depart,  and  carry 
their  prizes  to  the  places  expreffed 
in  their  commiffions. 

V.  That  on  the  contrary,  no  (bel¬ 
ter  or  refuge  (hall  be  given  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  to  fuch  as 
fhall  have  made  prize  of  the  iubje£ts, 
people,  or  property  of  France ;  but 
if  fuch  {hall  come  in,  being  forced 
by  ftrefs  of  weather,  or  the  danger 
of  the  fea;  all  proper  means  fhall 
he  vigoroufly  ufed,  that  they  go  out, 
and  retire  thence  as  foon  as  poffible. 

It  will  alfo  be  convenient  here  to 
notice  the  ffipulations  contained  in 
the  22d  article;  thefe  are, 

I.  Tliat  foreign  privateers  not 
belonging  to  French  fubjeds,  or  ci¬ 
tizens,  having  commiffions  from  any 
other  prince  or  ftate  in  enmity  with 
France,  fhall  not  fit  their  (hips  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

II.  Nor  fell  their  prizes,  nor  in 
any  other  manner  exchange  their 
(hips,  merchandifes,  or  any  other 
lading. 

III.  Nor  purchafe  victuals,  ex¬ 
cept  fuch  as  fhall  be  neceffkry  for 
going  to  the  neareft  port  of  the 
prince  or  Hate  from  which  they 
have  commiffions. 

The  cafes  that  have  occurred  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefect  war,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  our  treaty  with  France, 

J  7 

particularly  the  17th  and  2 2d  ar¬ 
ticles  juft  mentioned,  have  led  to 
numerous  difculiions,  in  which  fe- 
veral  points  have  been  deliberately 
fettled,  either  by  legislative  or  exe¬ 
cutive  ads,  or  by  judicial  decifions. 

The  firft  important  executive  act 
was  the  proclamation  of  neutrality 
by  the  prefidcnt  of  the  United  States. 

*3 


This  was  iffued  on  the  2 2d  of  April 
1 793* 

At  the  next  meeting  of  congrefs, 
on  the  3d  of  December  1793,  the 
prefident  laid  this  proclamation  be¬ 
fore  both  houfes.  The  Senate  in 
their  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  pre- 
fident’s  fpeech,  thus  exprefs  their 
opinion  of  the  proclamation. 

u  We  deem  it  a  meafure  well 
“  timed  and  wife,  manifefting  a 
u  watchful  folicitude  for  the  welfare 
11  of  the  nation,  and  calculated  to 
“  promote  it  A 

The  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  re¬ 
prefen  tatives  was  unanimously  agreed 
to.  We  read  in  it  this  paragraph  : 
— “  The  United  States  having  taken, 
“  no  part  in  the  war,  which  had 
u  embraced,  in  Europe,  the  powers, 
a  with  whom  they  have  the  moil 

_  V 

“  extenfive  relations,  the  mainte- 
(<  nance  of  peace  was  justly  to  be 
u  regarded  as  one  of  the  moft  irn- 
u  portant  duties  of  the  magiftrate 
“  charged  with  the  faithful  execu- 
“  tion  of  the  laws.  We  accordingly 
“  witnefs  with  approbation  and 
“  pleafure,  the  vigilance  with  which 
“  you  have  guarded  againft  an  in- 
d  terruption  of  that  bleffing  by  your 
“  proclamation,  admonifhing  our 
“  citizens  of  the  confequences  of 
“  illicit,  or  hoftile  ads  towards  the 
“  belligerent  parties  ;  and  promot- 
“  ing  by  a  declaration  of  the  exift- 
“  ing  legal  ftate  of  things,  an  eafier 
il  admiffion  of  our  right  to  the 
“  immunities  belonging  to  our  si- 
“  tuation.” 

Yet  this  is  the  inffrument  thus 
approved  by  congrefs,  and  whofe 
only  objed  was  to  caution  our  citi¬ 
zens  to  avoid  certain  ads  which 
would  violate,  the  laws  of  nations, 
which  Mr.  Adet  has  ventured  to. 
call  “  an  infidious  proclamation  of 
“  neutrali  ty U 
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The  next  executive  act,  noticed 
by  Mr.  Adet,  is  the  letter  pf  the 
4th  of  Auguft  1793,  written  by  the 
p  re  fi  dent's  command,  by  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  treafury,  to  the  collec¬ 
tors  of  the  cuftoms  and  accompa- 
nied  by  the  rules,  which  the  presi¬ 
dent  had  adopted  for  preventing  all 
armaments  in  favour  of  any  of  the 
belligerent  powers.  Thefe  rules 
were  confidered  as  juft  and  neceffary 
deductions  from  the  laws  of  neutra¬ 
lity  eftabliihed  and  received  among 
nations.  The  letter  from  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  treafury  is  explanatory 
of  thefe  rules,  and  among  other  in- 
ftrudions,  particularly  points  the 
collectors  to  tire  17th  and  22d  ar¬ 
ticles  of  our  treaty  with  France  ; 
left  by  inattention  or  mifconception 
of  them  die  might  be  injured,  and 
her  enemies  benefited.  The  letter 
concludes  with  enjoining  the  col¬ 
lectors  to  execute  thofe  inftrudions 
“  with  vigilance,  care,  activity,  and 
u  impartiality ,”  “  becaufe  omifiions 
a  would  tend  to  expofe  the  govern- 
u  ment  to  injurious  imputations  and 
u  fufpicions,  and  proportionably  to 
“  commit  the  good  faith  and  peace 
“  of  the  country/'  How  could  inch 
rules,  with  fuch  reafons  to  enforce 
them,  hot  escape  cenfure  ?  They 
were  framed  and  required  to  be 
executed  with  Jirici  impartiality  ; 
and  confequently  were  to  prevent 
Frenchmen  continuing  thofe  aggref- 
fions  on  our  fovereignty  and  neutra¬ 
lity,  which  had  been  commenced 
under  Mr.  Genet's  orders,  and 
which  were  calculated  to  involve  us 
in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  Spain, 
and  Holland  ;  for  at  that  time  thefe 
had  all  combined  ayainft  France. 
Frenchmen  were  to  have  no  other 
preferences  than  thofe  fc&vred  to 
them  by  treaty,  (except  that  they 
were  not  forbidden  to  fell  their 


lawful  prizes  in  our  ports),  and  our 
citizens  were  to  be  refirained  from 
committing  hofiilities  under  the 
banners  of  France,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  other  powers.  The  third  ofienfive 
act  was  the  prefident’s  fubmitting  to 
congrels  thefe  meafures,  and  fuggeit- 
ing  the  expediency  of  extending  our 
legal  code,  giving  competent  jurif- 
d  id  ion  to  the  courts,  and  providing 
adequate  penalties,  to  prevent,  or 
punifh  violations  of  the  laws  of  na¬ 
tions.  The  next  complaint  refpeds 
the  ad  of  congrefs  pafied  on  the  5th 
of  June,  1794,  “  for  the  punifhment 
“  of  crimes  againft  the  United 
“  States ; "  being  thofe  to  which 
their  attention  had  been  called  by 
the  prefident's  fpeech.  Mr.  Adet 
afks,  “  what  was  its  refult?"  and 
gives  himfelf  the  following  anfwer. 
“  In  confequence  of  this  law  the 
“  greater  part  of  the  French  priva- 
“  teers  have  been  arrefied,  as  well  as 
“  their  prizes;  not  upon  formal  de- 
“  pofitions,  not  upon  eftablifhed  tef- 
“  timony,  not  upon  a  neceffary  body 
u  of  proofs,  but  upon  the  fimple  in- 
“  formation  of  the  conful  of  one  01 
“  the  powers  at  war  with  the  French 
{i  republic,  frequently  upon  that  of 
“  faiiors  of  the  enemy-powers; 
“  fometimes  according  to  the  orders 
“  of  the  governors,  but  often  upon 
w  the  demand  of  the  diftrid  attor- 
(t  nies,  who  affert,  upon  principles 
a  avowed  by  the  government,  that 
“  their  convidion  was  fufficient  to 
“  authorize  them,  without  com- 
u  plaint  or  regular  information-,  to 
“  caufe  the  privateers  to  be  profe- 
4<  cuted  in  virtue  of  the  law  above- 
“  mentioned."  And  “  when  the  mi- 
“  nifters  of  the  republic  have  afked 
“  forjuftice  of  the  government  for 
“  the  vexations  experienced  by  the 
“  privateers,  in  contempt  of  the 
"'17th  article  of  the  treaty,  they 

“  have 
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“  have  never  been  able  to  obtain 

“  fatisfaction.” 

judging  only  by  thefe  declarations 
of  Mr.  Adet,  a  ftranger  would  ima¬ 
gine  there  had  been  a  combination 
of  the  general  and  ftate  govern¬ 
ments  and  of  our  courts,  iv  harafs 
and  do  injuftice  to  Frenchmen  en¬ 
gaged  in  privateering.  But  our  own 
citizens  place  a  different  eftimate  on 
this  impeachment  of  their  prefi- 
dent,  their  fenators  and  reprefenta- 
tives  in  congrefs,  their  judges  and 
other  public  officers  :  and  an  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  cafes  cited  by  Mr. 
Adet,  to  fupport  his  affertions,  will 
man i felt  their  incorrectness. 

Firft  Cafe.  The  French  privateer 
Sanfpareil,  and  her  prize  the  Per- 
feverance. 

On  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1794, 
Mr.  Fauchet  complained  that  the 
prize  had  been  feized  on  the  pretext, 
that  the  Sanfpareil  had  been  ille¬ 
gally  armed  in  the  United  States ; 
the  anfwer  of  September  2d  from 
the  fecretary  of  state,  which  Mr. 
Adet  cenfures  “  as  indicative  of  de- 
“  lay,”  affured  him  that  the  fecre- 
4 ary  had  urged  the  governor  of 
Rhode  liland,  where  the  prize  was 
carried,  to  report  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  without  delay.  On  the 
27^  of  September,  the  fecretary  in¬ 
formed  Mr.  Fauchet,  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  had  decided  that  the  prize 
fhould  be  reftored.  On  the  17th  of 
October,  Mr.  Fauchet  renewed  his 
complaint ;  for  on  the  fuit  of  the 
claimant  the  prize  had  again  been 
arrefted  by  procefs  from  the  diftri<ff 
court.  The  fecretary  of  ftate  an- 
fwered  on  the  22d,  with  information 
that  ought  to  have  fatisfied  Mr. 
Fauchet.  For  admitting,  that  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  law  of  the  5th  of  June 
2794,  the  courts  had  authority  and 
were  bound  in  duty  to  take  cogni¬ 


zance  of  captures  made  within  the 
jurifdiction  of  the  United  States,  or 
by  privateers  illegally  fitted  in  their 
ports,  (the  right  of  doing  which 
Fir.  Fauchet  did  not  conteft),  they 
could  not  refufe  it  in  the  cafe  of  the 
prize  of  the  Sanfpareil :  the  guard 
againft  vexatious  profecutions  being 
the  judgment  for  cofts  and  damages, 
to  which  an  unjuft  profecutor  is  ex¬ 
posed.  The  circular  letter  written 
on  this  oecafion  to  the  governors  of 
the  ftates  manifefts  the  folicitude  of 
our  government  to  prevent  vexatious 
luits. 

Second  Cafe.  Glafs  and  Gibbs. 

By  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  fupreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  in  this  cafe  you  will  fee  that 
the  court  did  not,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Adet,  determine  “  that  the  tribunals 
“  could  decide  whether  a  prize  be- 
“  longed  to  enemies  or  neutrals/' 
The  queftion  before  the  court  was 
of  the  cognizance  of  a  captured 
veffel  and  cargo,  the  former  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  a  Swede,  and  the  latter  be¬ 
longing  partly  to  fome  Swedes,  and 
partly  to  a  citizen  of  the  United- 
States.  The  opinion'  therefore  pro¬ 
nounced  by  the  fupreme  court  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  cafe,  in  which  one  of 
the  claimants  was  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  ;  and,  after  folemn 
argument,  the  court  decided,  “  that 
“  the  diftrift  court  of  Maryland  had 
“  jurisdiction,  and  fhould  accordingly 
ie  proceed  to  determine  upon  this 
“  cafe  agreeably  to  law  and  right/' 

I  will  add  only  one  more  remark 
—That  the  17th  article,  the  letter 
of  which  we  are  charged  with  vio¬ 
lating,  in  fuffering  our  courts  to  take 
cognizance  of  French  prizes,  ex- 
prefsly  refers  to  “  the  fhips  and 
“  goods  taken  from  their  enemies /' 
and  it  is  the  “  examination  con- 
“  cernjng  the  lawfulnefs  of  fuch 

“  prizes/' 
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i%  prises,”  which  the  article  forbids. 
But  no  examination  of  i’uch  prizes 
has  been  attempted  by  our  govern¬ 
ment  or  tribunals,  unlefs  on  clear 
evidence,  or  reafonable  prefump. 
tion,  that  the  captures  were  made  in 
circumftances,  which  amounted  to  a 
violation  of  our  fovereignty  and  ter¬ 
ritorial  rights. 

Third  Cafe.  The  French  priva¬ 
teer  l’A mi  de  la  Pointe  a  Pitre,  capt. 
Wm.  Talbot,  and  her  Dutch  prize, 
the  Vrouw  Chriftiana  Magdalena. 

To  the  information  contained  in 
the  papers  collected  in  this  cafe  I 
have  to  add,  that  this  caufe  was 
finally  decided  in  the  fupreme  court 
in  Auguft  term  1795.  The  court 
were  unanimoully  of  opinion  that 
in  the  particular  circumitances  of 
Talbot’s  cafe,  notwithftanding  his 
French  commiffion,  and  his  taking 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  French 
republic,  he  continued  to  be  a  citi¬ 
zen  of  the  United  States.  But  the 
caufe,  as  I  am  informed,  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  turned  on  this  point. 
Talbot  had  affiociated  with  one 
Ballard, commanding  an  armed  velTel 
called  the  Ami  de  la  Liberte,  which 
had  been  fitted  out  in  the  United 
States,  and  had  no  commijjion.  Talbot 
and  Ballard  cruized  together  as  con- 
forts  ;  and  in  fad  it  was  Ballard’s 
veflel  that  took  the  prize;  Talbot 
not  coming  up  till  an  hour  after 
the  capture.  Ballard  was  afterwards 
tried  before  the  circuit-court  for 
piracy. 

The  court  were  alfo  of  opinion, 
from  the  tenour  of  the  evidence,  that 
Talbot’s  veffiel  was  owned  by  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  to  whom 
the  prize  money  would  eventually 
find  its  way  in  the  cafe  of  reilitution 
to  the  captors. 

Ballard  and  Talbot  were  both  ci¬ 
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tizens  of  Virginia.  The  attempt  of 
the  latter  to  become  a  French 
citizen  was  confidered  to  be  fraudu¬ 
lent,  being  made  for  the  foie  pur- 
pofe  of  obtaining  a  commiffion,  under 
colour  of  which  he  might  plunder 
the  fubjeds  of  nations  with  whom 
the  United  States  were  at  peace. 

An  obfervation  ought  not  to  be 
omitted  here,  that  although  the 
captors,  Talbot  and  others,  had  been 
defeated,  both  in  the  diftrid  and 
circuit  courts,  yet  they  carried  the 
caufe  up  to  the  fupreme  court :  thus 
ufnig  the  legal  right  of  appealing  to 
the  court  in  the  lad  refort ;  a  right 
which  alike  exercifed  by  the  fub¬ 
jeds  of  powers  who  were  enemies  to 
France,  has  formed  a  principal  fub- 
jed  of  Mr.  Fauchet’s  and  Mr.  Adet’s 
continued  complaints. 

Fourth.  Under  the  head  of  com¬ 
plaints  for  vexatious  profecutions, 
Mr.  Adet  mentions  only  two  cafes 
in  which  damages  and  intereft  were 
allowed  to  the  French  captors,  viz. 
one  of  la  Neuejlra  Sennora  del  Car¬ 
men  at  Rhode  Ifland,  and  the  other 
ot  la  PrincefJ'a  des  AJlurias  at  New 
York.  u  Yet  (fays  he)  the  tribunals 
“  have  always  allowed  damages  to 
“  the  captured,  when  they  have  de- 
“  dared  the  prizes  illegal.”  How  far 
the  fads  will  warrant  this  laft  af~ 
fertion,  I  am  not  pofieffed  of  docu¬ 
ments  to  determine  ;  I  prefume  it  is 
to  he  underftood  in  a  general  fehfe 
only,  and  to  admit  of  exceptions; 
and  in  this  fenfe  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  of  admitting  the  truth  of 
the  aflertion,  and  accounting  for  it. 
The  captures  here  referred  to  were 
made  either  within  our  jurifdidional 
line,  or  by  illegal  privateers,  being 
fuch  as  were  equipped  in  whole,  or 
in  part,  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  Of  thefe  material  fails  the 
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captors  could  not  be  ignorant;  con- 
fequently  they  could  have  no  apology 
for  defending  their  unjuft  claims  in 
our  courts  ;  and  of  collide  were 
juftly  condemned  in  colts  and  da¬ 
mages. 

In  the  cafe  of  the  prizes  of  the 
privateer,  the  Citizen  of  Mar- 
feiiles,  damages  were  claimed  by 
the  captors,  but  denied.  For  thole 
prizes  had  been  confidered  in  the 
diftrid  court  to  be  illegal.  And 
although  the  fentence  oi  that  court 
was  reverfed  in  the  circuit  court, 
yet  it  was  upon  the  introduction  of 
new  tefiimony  on  the  part  of  the 
captors.  This  laft  decilion  was  af¬ 
firmed  in  the  fupreme  court:  yet 
without  damages  ;  inafmuch  as  the 
tefiimony  was  coniidered  to  be  lo 
ambiguous  as  to  juftify  the  appeal. 

The  fame  remarks  apply  to  the 
prizes  of  the  privateer  General  La- 
veaux  ;  with  this  addition,  that  one 
of  the  judges  diffented  from  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  court ;  being  firmly  of 
opinion,  that  this  privateer  was  co¬ 
vered  American  property.  The  pri¬ 
vateer,  la  Parifienne,  had  been  re- 
giftered  as  an  American  coajting 
veJJel,  under  the  name  of  the  Harok. 
During  the  embargo,  in  the  fpring 
of  1794,  fiie  (lipped  out  of  Charles¬ 
ton  and  went  to  Port  de  Paix  ; 
where  (he  was  fold  to  one  Blochos,  a 
Frenchman,  who  armed  her,  and  pro¬ 
vided  her  with  a  commiffion.  Hav¬ 
ing  afterwards  arrived  at  Chariefton, 
!he  was  recognized  and  prolecuted 
for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws,  in 
having  gone  to  a  foreign  port ,  while 
fhe  was  in  the  legal  predicament  of  a 
coafter.  The  diftrid  court  con¬ 
demned  her  :  but  on  the  application 
of  Blochos,  to  have  her  reltored,  on 
paying  the  appraifed  value,  the 
judge  permitted  him  to  take  her,  in 


a  fiat  e  of  warlike  equipment.  Shortly 
afterwards  (lie  put  to  fea,  and  cap¬ 
tured  two  valuable  Britifh  prizes, 
the  Brigantine  C  as  far,  and  Favourite. 
On  their  arrival,  the  one  at  Charles¬ 
ton,  the  other  at  Savannah,  fuits 
were  commenced  to  obtain  their 
reftitution,  as  having  been  captured 
by  an  illegal  privateer.  The  de¬ 
crees  of  the  courts  were  in  favour  of 
the  captors,  but  without  damages. 
The  fupreme  court  difapproved  of 
the  reftitution  of  the  privateer  with¬ 
out  difmantling  her  :  and  confidered 
the  miftake  committed  in  this  re- 
fpect  a  fuftieient  reafon  to  cover  the 
party  profecuting  from  the  payment 
of  damages.  All  the  other  cafes 
of  captures  by  French  privateers 
which  have  been  brought  up  to  the 
fupreme  court,  were  decided  at  laft 
Auguli  term.  In  fome  of  them  the 
eircumftances  would  not  have  war¬ 
ranted  an  award  of  damages  ;  in 
others  the  counfel  for >  the  captors 
omitted  to  aft  for  them .  When 
demanded,  you  know  that  it  is  in 
the  diferetion  of  the  court  to  grant 
or  refufe  them  :  this  diferetion  be¬ 
ing  regulated  by  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  each  cafe.  Hence,  when 
a  party  is  drawn  before  the  court 
without  good  caufe,  and  vexatiously, 
damages  are  always  given  ;  but  are 
denied  when  there  appears  a  rea Toll¬ 
able  caufe  of  controverfy. 

Fifth.  Mr.  Adet  having  briefly 
noticed  feveral  cafes  by  name, 
fee  ms  to  referve  thofe  of  the  Ven¬ 
geance  and  the  Caffius  for  a  full 
difplay  of  unwarrantable  conduct  in 
the  government  and  courts  of  the 
United  States ;  and  therefore  de- 
fcants  on  them  at  fome  length  ;  but 
with  fo  many  aberrations  from  the 
fadts,  with  fo  many  erroneous  ideas 
concerning  our  jurifprudence,  and 
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fo  many  injurious  infinuations  re¬ 
setting  our  courts  and  their  officers, 
it  will  be  neceffary  that  you  ffiould 
]earn  the  true  hiftory  of  thefe  cafes 
from  authentic  documents. 

Cafe  of  the  French  privateer 
La  Vengeance. 

For  the  full  history  of  this  priva¬ 
teer  and  her  prize,  1  muft  refer  you 
to  the  documents  in  the  cafe.  The 
principal  facts  are  these.  About 
the  latter  end  of  June,  or  beginning 
of  July  1795,  the  privateer  La  Ven¬ 
geance,  arrived  at  New  York,  with 
a  valuable  Spanifh  prize  called  the 
Princessa  de  las  Asturias.  Don 
Diego  Pintado,  the  owner,  com¬ 
menced  a  suit  for  his  vessel,  on  the 
ground  that  she  had  been  taken 
by  an  illegal  privateer.  The  suit 
was  instituted  by  Mr.  Troup,  not 
wantonly,  but  on  information,  which 
was  afterwards  verified  by  the  oaths 
of  feveral  witnefles.  In  the  progress 
of  the  caufe  thefe  witnefles  were 
contradicted  by  the  witneffes  pro¬ 
duced  on  behalf  of  the  captors,  for 
whom  a  decree  was  finally  given ; 
the  clafhing  evidence  preponderating, 
in  the  judge's  opinion,  in  favour  of 
the  captors ;  but  he  exprefsly  de¬ 
clared,  that  there  was  probable 
caufe  for  the  feizure.  After  this  fu.it 
for  the  prize  had  been  commenced, 
the  Spamlh  conful  complained  to 
Mr.  Harrifon,  the  diftritt  attorney, 
in  his  official  capacity,  of  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  law,  on  the  part  of  the  pri¬ 
vateer  La  Vengeance,  in  conlequence 
of  which  a  Spaniih  fubjeft  had  been 
injured.  Mr.  Harrifon,  upon  an  en¬ 
quiry,  found  at  lead  a  probability, 
that  the  complaint  refpetting  the 
privateer  was  true.  This  probability 
arofe  from  what  he  confidered  as 
affording  the  certainty  of  material 
■proof ;  and  therefore,  in  conformity 
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with  his  official  duty,  commenced  a 
profecution  on  the  att  of  congrefs 
forbidding  the  arming  of  privateers 
in  our  ports.  The  d»cifion  of  this 
and  of  the  other  prize  caufe,  de¬ 
pended  on  the  fame  evidence.  The 
decilion  being  in  favour  of  the  cap- 
tors,  Mr.  Harrifon  acquiefced  in  it 
as  it  refpetted  the  privateer,  and  he 
united  with  his  afibciate  counfel  in 
the  prize  caufe,  in  advifing  the  like 
fubmiffion  in  that  cafe.  But  the 
Spanifh  conful  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
purfue  the  claim  to  the  court  in  the 
last  refort.  This  can  warrant  no 
complaint;  for  Mr.  Harrifon  re¬ 
marks,  perhaps  there  never  were 
caufes  in  which  more  contradictory 
and  irreconcileable  evidence  was  of¬ 
fered,  and  in  which  the  minds  of 
the  auditors  were  more  divided  as 
to  the  real  ftate  of  the  fatts. 

The  fecond  public  fuit  concern¬ 
ing  the  privateer,  was,  for  ex¬ 
porting  arms  and  ammunition  from 
the  United  States,  when  fuch  ex¬ 
portation  was  prohibited  by  law. 
The  evidence  which  appeared  in  the 
other  Caufes  gave  rife  to  this  profe¬ 
cution  ;  and  upon  the  trial  the  judge 
condemned  the  privateer.  An  ap¬ 
peal  from  this  fentence  was  inter- 
pofed  by  the  French  conful.  The 
appeal  was  heard  in  the  circuit  court, 
and  upon  new  evidence  the  fentence 
of  the  diftritt  court  was  reverted. 

Mr.  Adet  complains,  that  while 
one  fuit  was  pending  for  the  prize, 
and  another  againft  the  privateer, 
the  diftritt  attorney  ffiould  exhibit  a 
fecond  information  againft  the  pri¬ 
vateer,  on  which  the  was  arrefted 
anew,  for  having  exported  arms  in 
violation  of  a  law  of  the  Uni  left 
States,  which  was  in  force  when.- the 
Vengeance  failed  from  New  York  ; 
and  that  this  information  was  tiled 
on  the  Ample  declaration  of  Mr. 
*L1  Giles, 
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Giles,  tbe  marfhal  of  the  court,  who, 
as  informer,  was  to  thare  part  of  the 
corffilcation.  As  Mr.  Harrifon  re¬ 
marks,  it  was  in  favour  of  the  pri¬ 
vateer,  that  this  fecond  information 
was  hied  while  the  Jirfi  was  pending ; 
becaufe  it  laved  time.  Had  he  poft- 
pooed  the  latter  until  the  firft  had 
been  decided,  there  might  have1 
been  fome  foundation  for  a  charge 
of  unnecefifary  delay.  Mr,  Harrifon’  s 
ftate  of  the  cale  hiows,  that  this  fe¬ 
cond  information  was  not  made  on 
the  declaration  of  the  marfhal,  but 
on  the  evidence  that  appeared  on 
the  examination  of  the  hrft . 

Mr.  Adet  having  been  pleafed  to 
eenfure  the  conduct  of  the  attorney, 
clerk  and  marftial  of  the  diftrid 
court  of  New  York;  in'juftice  to 
them  I  have  added  to  the  other  do¬ 
cuments  in  this  cafe,  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Troup.  They 
will  anfwer  the  double  purpofe  of 
juftifying  them,  and  of  vindicating 
our  government  and  tribunals. 

Mr.  Adet  particularly  notices  the 
papers  he  had  received  from  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  “  proving  ”  as  he  fays  “  in 
«  the  moft  convincing  manner,  that 
a  the  Vengeur  (La  Vengeance)  had 
«  arrived  "at  Port  de  Paix  vvith- 
a  out  any  armament  or  equipment 
«  whatever  ;  and  that  (he  had  been 
u  fold,  armed  and  equipped  wholly, 
4C  and  commiffioned  as  a  privateer, 
«  on  the  territory  of  the  republic. 
a  Thefe  documents  were  certificates 
«  of  the  general,  tbe  ordonnateur, 
«  and  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
u  principal  officers  of  St.  Domingo, 
&c.  He  hastened  to  communicate 
«  them  to  the  secretary  of  ftate,  and 
Ci  to  requeft  him  to  order  the  at- 
44  torney  of  New  York  diftrid  to 
u  ftay  the  proceedings  inftituted  in 
«  the  name  of  the  government : 
there  was  nothing  done  with  them, 


“  and  Mr.  Harrifon  continued  his 
“  profecution.”  It  will  appear  by 
my  letter  of  Odober  lit  1795  to 
Mr.  Harrifon,  that  thefe  papers 
were  fent  to  him,  and  by  bis  anfwer 
of  Odober  the  3d,  that  he  received 
them.  That  the  bill  of  fale  (one  of 
tbe  papers)  was  produced  to  the 
court,  in  behalf  of  the  claimant  of 
the  privateer ;  but  that  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  General  Laveaux  could  not 
be  confidered  as  evidence  in  the 
caufe  ;  and  if  it  had  been  admiffible, 
“  The  claimant  would  be  very  cau- 
a  tious  of  producing  it,  on  account  of 
u  its  differing  from  the  witneftes.” 

Sixth.  Cafe  of  the  French  privateer 
Le  Cassius. 

For  the  full  history  of  this  cafe 
I  muft  alio  refer  you  to  the  docu¬ 
ments,  and  here  only  prefent  you 
with  a  concife  ftatement. 

The  Caftius,  under  the  name  of  Les 
Jumeaux,  was  fitted  and  armed  for 
a  veffel  of  war  in  the  Port  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  violation  of  a  law  of  the 
United  States.  In  December  1794, 
having  efcaped  from  the  port  to  de- 
fcend  the  river,  orders  were  given  to 
the  militia  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware 
to  intercept  her.  The  attempt  was 
made,  and  failed. — The  crew  of  Les 
Jumeaux,  which  was  unexpectedly 
found  to  be  very  numerous,  refilled 
the  officers  who  went  on  board, 
manned'  their  cannon,  and  brought 
them  to  bear  on  the  cutter  in  which 
the  militia  (about  40  in  number) 
were  embarked.  Their  force  being 
inadequate  to  the  enterprise  they 
retired,  with  an  intention  to  return 
next  day,  with  a  reinforcement. 
They  did  fo  ;  but  Les  Jumeaux  bad 
failed,  and  gone  to  fea.  The  agent, 
Air.  Guenet,  by  whom  Les  Jumeaux 
had  been  fitted  out,  was  tried  in  the 
circuit  court  of  Philadelphia,  con- 
11  vie  ted. 
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victed  of  the  offence,  and  received 
fentence  of  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Les  Jumeaux  proceeded  to  St.  Do¬ 
mingo.  Samuel  B.  Davis,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  there  took  the 
command  of  her,  with  a  com  million 
from  the  French  Government.  Davis 
probably  failed  from  Philadelphia, 
in  Les  jumeaux,  for  the  purpofe  of 
finally  taking  the  command  of  her. 
Her  name  was  now  changed  to  Le 
Caffius  ;  and  on  a  cruize  die  took  a 
schooner  called  the  William  Lindfay, 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Yard  and  Ket- 
iand  of  Philadelphia  ;  Mr.  Ketland 
having  purcbafed  an  intereff  in  her 
after  her  failing.  The  schooner  and 
her  cargo  was  condemned  as  prize 
at  St.  Domingo.  In  Auguft  1795, 
capt.  Davis  commanding  Le  Caffius, 
came  with  her  to  Philadelphia.  She 
was  immediately  known.  Mr.  Yard, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  an  indem¬ 
nification  for  the  lofs  of  the  schooner 
and  her  cargo,  libelled  Le  Caffius  in 
the  diftrid  court, and  caufed  the  cap¬ 
tain  to  be  arrested.  Soon  after  the 
fupreme  court  being  in  felfion, 
captain  Davis’s  counfel  applied  for 
and  obtained  a  prohibition  to  the 
diftrid  court,  to  ftop  its  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  by  which  the  fuits,  both 
againft  him  and  Le  Caffius,  were  de¬ 
feated.  The  prohibition  was  granted 
on  this  principle ;  that  the  trial  of 
prizes  taken  without  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  and  carried 
into  places  within  the  jurifdidion  of 
France,  for  adjudication,  by  French 
veffels,  and  all  queftions  incidental  to 
it,  belong  exclufively  to  the  French 
tribunals;  atid  confequently  that  its 
veffels  of  war  and  their  officers  are  not 
liable  to  the  process  of  our  courts, 
predicated  uponfuch  capture andfub- 
l'equent  proceeding  within  the  jurif- 
ihdion  of  the  French  government. 


Meffrs.  Yard  and  Ketland  having 
failed  to  obtain  indemnification  in 
this  mode,  procured  new  procefs  on 
the  information  of  Mr.  Ketland,  to 
be  blued  from  the  circuit  court,  by 
which  Le  Caffius  was  attached  as  a 
veffel  armed  and  equipped  as  a  fifip 
of  war  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia, 
with  an  intent  to  cruize,  and  com¬ 
mit  holtili ties  againft  nations  with 
whom  the  United  States  were  at 
peace ;  in  violation  of  the  ad  of 
congrefs  prohibiting  fuch  arma¬ 
ments.  Mr.  Adet  complained,  that 
the  process  was  taken  out  of  the 
circuit  court ;  becaufe,  as  he  al¬ 
leged,  it  had  no  jurifdidion,  and 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  de¬ 
lay,  that  court  fitting  but  twice  a 
year:  whereas  the  diftrict  court,  in 
which  it  was  faid  the  profecution,  if 
at  all  permitted,  lhould  have  been 
commenced,  was  always  open.  X 
confulted  gentlemen  of  legal  know¬ 
ledge,  on  the  point  of  jurifdidion  in 
this  cafe,  and  they  were  decided  in 
their  opinion,  that  the  circuit  court 
had  jurifdidion,  and  exclufively  of 
the  diftrid  court.  You  will  fee  alfo 
in  Mr.  Rawle’s  ftatement  of  this 
cafe,  that  this  opinion  was  adopted 
and  fupported  by  two  gentlemen  of 
eminence  at  the  bar.  You  will  fur¬ 
ther  fee  in  that  ftatement,  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States, 
had  no  part  in  originating  that  pro¬ 
fecution  ;  and  that  the  dift rid  attor¬ 
ney  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
took  meafures  at  each  term  of  th.e 
circuit  court,  to  prepare  the  caufe 
for  trial,  and  on  a  plea  calculated  to 
defeat  the  profecution. 

At  length  in  Odober  term  1796, 
the  caufe  was  brought  to  a  hearing. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  argument,  the 
queftion  of  jurifdidion  prefented  it- 
felf.  The  court  adjourned  until  next; 
*  L  1  2  day 
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day  to  confider  of  it ;  and  on  the 
following  morning  difmified  the 
fuit.  As  foon  as  I  had  received 
notice  of  this  event  (on  the  19th  of 
O&ober  Jaft)  1  wrote  to  Mr,  Adet, 
informing  him,  that  Le  Cafiius  re¬ 
mained  in  the  cuftody  of  the  mar- 
dial,  but  ready  to  be  delivered  to  his 
order.  To  this  no  anfwer  was  re¬ 
turned  ;  but  he  mentions  the  matter 
in  the  notes  fubjoined  to  his  note  of 
the  15th  of  November,  intimating 
that  the  United  States  were  anfwer 
able  in  this  cafe  for  a  violation  of 
treaties,  and  for  the  damages  the 
Calhus  has  fuftained.  Here  the  af¬ 
fair  refts. 

In  his  letter  of  the  3d  of  June 
179 6,  which  you  will  find  among 
the  papers  refpe&ing  the  Cafiius, 
Mr.  Adet  mentioned  the  affair  of 
the  Favourite  at  New  York  ;  and 
intimated  an  idea,  that  the  execu¬ 
tive  might  in  like  manner  eaufe  the 
profecution  againft  Le  Cafiius  to 
ceafe.  But  the  proceedings  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Favourite  were  wholly 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive  offi¬ 
cers,  who  were  under  the  prefident's 
immediate  control,  and  to  whom,  on 
evidence  fatisfa&ory  to  the  execu¬ 
tive,  orders  were  given  to  difcon- 
tinue  the  procefs.  In  this  affair  of 
the  Favourite,  we  are  fortunate  in 
finding  one  cafe  in  which  Mr.  AdeC 
(contrary  to  his  affertion  in  his  note 
of  Nov.  15,)  acknowledges  that  jus¬ 
tice  was  done  by  our  government. 
You  will  obferve  in  Mr.  Fauchet's 
letter  of  the  23d  of  Sept.  1794,  a 
very  formidable  complaint  in  this 
affair  of  the  Favourite;  that  it  was 
pretended,  that  a  privateer  fitted 
for  a  cruize,  had  depofited  arms  on 
board  her,  and  that  this  pretext  was 
uthd  for  vifiting  and  pillaging  her : 
that  (lie  was  a  fliip  of  war  of  the  re- 
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public,  then  ferving  as  a  ftore  fiiip 
until  file  could  be  repaired ;  that  the 
fovereignty  of  France  was  violated, 
and  her  flag  infulted.  Yet  by  the 
letter  of  I.  Lamb,  efq.  collector  of 
the  port  of  New  York,  of  the  22d  of 
Nov.  1794,  you  will  fee,  that  at  the 
time  the  feizure  was  made  of  the 
fufpe&ed  articles  on  board  the  Fa¬ 
vourite,  “  the  having  been  totally 
“  dnmanlled,  her  crew  fent  on  board 
“  other  (hips  of  war,  and  her  fails, 
“  rigging  and  other  materials  Fold 
u  at  public  au&iou,  lhe  was  con- 
il  lidered  as  a  hulk  ;  otherwife  the 
“  event  would  not  have  taken  place” 
The  colledor  further  declares,  that 
the  charge  of  pulling  down  the  na¬ 
tional  flag  and  hoifting  another  in 
its  place,  was  groundlel’s. 

Thefe  are  all  the  cafes  exprefsly 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Adet,  in  which 
French  privateers  and  their  prizes 
have  been  brought  under  the  cogni¬ 
zance  of  our  courts  of  juftice;  and 
all,  therefore,  to  which  an  anfwer 
can  be  directed.  Had  he  cited  the 
other  cafes,  which,  he  fays,  would 
fill  a  volume,  we  have  no  doubt  there 
would  be  found  in  them,  as  in  thofe 
which  have  been  mentioned,  abun¬ 
dant  reafon  to  juftify  the  government 
and  the  tribunals. 

Mr.  Adet’s  complaints  are  not 
confined  to  imputations  of  injuf- 
tice  experienced  by  French  pri¬ 
vateers  and  their  prizes  from  our 
courts. 

Firft,  “  Fie  protefis  againft  the 
u  violation  of  the  17th  article  of  the 
li  treaty,  in  contempt  of  which  lh& 
ei  American  tribunals  have  taken 
“  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  prizes 
“  made  by  French  flops  of  war,  or 
il  privateers,  under  pretext  of  ori- 
“  ginal  armaments  or  augmentation 
“  of  armament  in  the  United  States; 
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*  or  of  capture  within  their  line  of 
“  jurifdiftion  ”  But  his  predecessor 
Mr.  Fauchet*,  after  faying  that 
our  admiralty  courts  interfered  in 
prize  cafes,  on  the  ground  of  “  iei- 
“  zure  within  the  jurifdiftional  line 
“  of  the  United  States,  or  of  arma- 
il  ment,  or  augmentation  of  arma- 
“  ment  of  the  capturing  veffels  in 
i(  their  ports,”  immediately  adds, 
“  on  this  fubjeftt,  fir,  you  defire  me 
“  to  fpecify  to  you  a  circumftance 
i(  in  which  a  prize  was  arrefted, 
u  which  did  not  come  under  that 
u  denomination,  and  you  take  the 
“  trouble  to  eftablifh,  that  they  have 
“  a  right  to  intervene  in  every  cafe 
u  that  can  be  brought  under  thole 
“  heads.  In  the  firft  place,  fir,  I 
“  never  have ,  at  leajl  to  my  recollec- 
“  tioji,  contejled  the  right  oj  your 
“  courts ,  or  of  the  government  to  in - 
“  terfere  in  matters  of  the  nature  of 
“  thofe  you  mention  ;  but  I  complain 
of  the  facility ,  with  which  prizes 
“  have  been  thrown  into  thole  two 
“  claffies,  which  do  not  belong  to 
il  them.”  He  then  fays,  that  he 
could  cite  a  great  number  of  affairs 
to  which  he  alludes,  but  contents 
hirnfelf  with  mentioning  only  two. 
The  firft  is  the  cafe  of  Talbot,  of 
which  I  have  already  given  fome 
details,  and  which,  with  the  docu¬ 
ments  referred  to,  will  fhew  this  to 
have  been  an  unfortunate  inftance 
to  fupport  his  complaint.  The  other 
is  that  of  the  prizes  of  the  Citizen  of 
Marfeilles,  alio  already  mentioned, 
and  which  will  not  juftify  a  com¬ 
plaint  ;  for  although  the  final  deci- 
fion  was  in  favour  of  the  priva¬ 
teer,  yet  the  fentence  of  the  dif- 
trift  court  was  not  reveifed  in  the 
circuit  court,  but  upon  the  introduc¬ 


tion  of  new  tefimony ;  and  the  fu- 
preme  court  allowed  no  damages, 
becaufe  the  teftimony  was  lo  ambi¬ 
guous  as  to  juftify  the  appeal. 

But  quitting  the  contradictory  de 
clarations  of  the  French  minifters  ; 
and  referring  you  to  the  letter  dated 
Auguft  the  16th  1793,  from  the  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  to  our  minifter  at 
Paris  (which  has  been  publilhed)t 
for  the  reafoning  of  our  government 
on  this  fubject,  arid  the  demonitra- 
tion  of  their  right  and  duty  as  a 
neutral  power,  to  prohibit  any  of 
the  belligerent  powers  arming  their 
veffels  in  our  ports,  confequentiy  to 
reftore  to  their  proper  owners  prizes 
taken  and  brought  in  by  veffels  fo 
unlawfully  armed,  or  when  taken 
within  our  line  of  jurifdiftion,  I  will 
only  add  here— That  the  principle 
of  the  rules  on  this  fubjeft,  firft 
adopted  by  the  prefident,on  the  molt 
mature  deliberation,  received  after¬ 
wards  the  function  of  congrefs,  by 
their  aft  of  the  5th  of  June  1794? 
and  of  the  judges  in  all  their  judi¬ 
cial  proceedings,  in  the  prize  cauies 
in  queftion.  If  then  the  17th  article 
of  the  French  treaty  has  been  vio¬ 
lated,  the  executive,  the  iegiflature 
and  the  judges  of  the  federal  courts 
have  all  concurred  in  the  violation. 
This  no  American  citizen  will  be 
inclined  to  believe;  and  we  might 
fuppofe  that  the  confederation  of 
fuch  concurrence  in  one  opinion 
would  any  where  produce  a  paufe* 
and  fome  diffidence  in  pronouncing 
it  erroneous.  Neither  the  rules 
adopted  by  the  prefident,  nor  the  aft 
of  congrefs,  have  made  a  new  law 
refpeftmg  fuch  prizes;  they  have 
only  direfted  the  modes  of  proceeding 
to  fulfil  our  neutral  duties ,  agreeably 


*  Letter,  June  8th,  1795.  .  . 
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to  the  unit  erf al  law  of  nations . 
The  judges  have  applied  this  law  ; 
but  not  without  due  attention  to  the 
obligations  of  our  treaties,  which 
they  regard  as  fupreme  laws  of  the 
land.  \ 

Second.  Mr.  Adet  “  protefts 
u  again!!  the  violation  of  the  17th 
<£  article  of  the  treaty,  in  contempt 
“  of  which,  Englifti  veffels  which 
“  had  made  pri^  on  Frenchmen, 
u  had  been  admitted  into  the  ports 
“  of  the  United  States/'  The  con- 
ftruCtion  of  this  part  of  the  17th  ar¬ 
ticle,  for  which  Mr.  Adet,  after  his 
predeceffor  Mr.  Fauchet,  contends, 
is  this — That  if  a  national  lliip  of 
war,  of  the  enemies  of  France,  has 
at  any  time ,  and  in  any  part  of  the 
globe ,  made  prize  of  a  French  veffel, 
fuch  a  (hip  of  war  is  to  be  allowed 
no  (belter  or  refuge  in  our  ports — 
unlefs  (lie  is  driven  in  through  ft  refs 
of  weather ;  and  then  fire  is  to  be 
made  to  depart  as  foon  as  poffible. 
O11  the  contrary,  the  confirmation 
adopted  by  the  executive  of  the 
United  States,  and  expreffed  in  the 
rules  before  mentioned,  which  had 
been  tranl'mitted  to  the  collectors  in 
Auguft  1793,  was  this,  that  priva¬ 
teers  only  of  the  enemies  of  France 
were  abfolutely  excluded  from  our 
ports,  except  as  before,  when  com¬ 
pelled  to  enter  through  ftrefs  of 
weather,  purfuant  to  the  22d  article 
of  the  treaty;  while  the  national 
flips  of  war  of  any  other  nation  were 
entitled  10  an  afylurn  in  our  ports, 
excepting  thofe  which  thould  have 
made  prize  of  the  people  or  property 
of  France,  corning  in  with  their 
prizes. 

On  the  gth  of  Sept.  1793,  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  thus  expreffed  to 


the  Britifh  minifter,  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  executive. — c  the  public 
“flips  of  war  of  both  nations r 
“  (French  and  Englifh)  enjoy  a  per- 
“  feCt  equality  in  our  ports;  firft,  in 
u  cafes  of  urgent  neceffity  ;  fecond, 
u  in  cafes  of  comfort  and  conve- 
u  nience  ;  and  third,  in  the  time 
“  they  choofe  to  continue,  and, 
“  though  the  admiffion  of  prizes  and 
“  privateers  of  France  is  exclufive , 
“  yet  it  is-  the  effeCt  of  treaty,’' 
&c  *. 

In  fupport  of  our  conftruCtion  of 
the  treaty,  it  has  been  obfervedf, 
that  the  firft  part  of  the  17th  article, 
relates  to  French  iliips  of  war  and 
privateers  entering  our  ports  with 
their  prizes ;  the  fecond  contrafts 
the  fituation  of  the  enemies  of 
France,  by  forbidding  fuch  as  Ihall 
have  made  prize  of  the  French ;  in¬ 
timating  from  this  connection  of  the 
two  claufes,  that  thofe  forbidden, 
are  thofe  which  bring  their  prizes 
with  them.  To  thefe  obfervatibns  I 
will  add — That  if  the  literal  con- 
ftruCtion  contended  for  by  the  I  tench 
miniiters  were  admitted,  then  al¬ 
though  the  public  (hips  of  war 
which  had  made  prize  of  French 

X 

people,  or  property,  would  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  oiir  ports,  yet  the  prizes 
of  fuch  public  lhips  might  be  re¬ 
ceived,  and  they  might  be  fold  too  ; 
for  the  prohibition  in  the  2‘2d  article 
or  the  treaty,  applies  only  to  priva¬ 
teers  and  their  prizes ;  while  the 
government  of  the  United  States 
judged  that  the  17th  article  was  in¬ 
tended  to  exclude  the  prizes  made 
on  the  French  by  public  lhips  of 
war,  as  well  as  thofe  made  by  pri¬ 
vateers  ;  and  gave  directions  accord¬ 
ingly  to  have  them  excluded. 
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Further,  if  it  had  been  intended  to 
exclude  from  our  ports  the  public 
Jhips  of  war  of  the  enemies  of 
France,  coming  without  any  prize , 
then  they  would  doubtleis  have 
been  comprehended  in  one  pro- 
vifion  with  the  privateers  in  the 
22d  article ;  for  privateers  are 
thereby  excluded,  whether  they 
come  with  or  without  prizes.  But 
public  flips  of  war  are  not  compre¬ 
hended,  or  at  all  referred  to  in  the 
22d  article  ;  whence  the  conclufion 
is  fair,  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
forbid  them  coming  alone  ;  and 
confequently,  that  the  exelufon,  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  17th  article  applies  to 
them  only  when  they  would  come 
into  our  ports  with  their  prizes*,  this 
laft  claufe  of  the  fame  article  being 
in  its  form  oppofed  to  the  firit 
claufe,  which  admits  the  entrance  of 
French  fhips  with  their  prizes.  Be- 
fides,  if  a  public  flip  of  war  of  the 
enemies  of  France  comes  into  our 
ports  without  any  prize ,  how  is  it  to 
be  known,  whether  (he  has  or  has 
not  made  prize  of  the  people  or  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  French  ?  Who  is  to 
eretl  a  tribunal  to  inveftigate  and 
pronounce  on  the  fa6l  ?  But  it  (he 
comes  with  a  prize ,  the  cafe  prefents 
no  difficulty  ;  (lie  brings  with  her 
the  evidence,  which  goes  to  the  ex- 
clufion  of  her  and  her  prize. 

I  mull  now  advert  to  lorn e  others 
of  Mr.  AdeFs  charges  again  ft  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

Fir  ft.  “  It  (the  government  of 
the  United  States)  puts  in  queftion, 
“  whether  it  Should  execute  the  trea- 
0  ties,  or  receive  the  agents  ot  the 
u  rebel  -and  prof'eribed  princes.” 
And  is  there  any  thing  in  this  un- 
juftifiable  or  extraordinary?  Was  it 
eafy  for  a  nation,  diftant  as  ours,  to 
obtain  promptly  ffich  accurate  in¬ 
formation  as  would  enable  it  duly 
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to  eflimats  the  varying  condition  of 
France  ?  In  1791,  the  conftitutioA 
formed  by  the  conftituent  afiembly 
was  accepted  by  Louis  the  XV  1  ;  it 
was  noticed  to  the  United  States  in 
March  1792.  Congrefs  defired  the 
prefident  to  communicate  to  the  king 
of  the  French,  their  congratulations 
on  the  occafion.  I11  Auguft  1792,  the 
kingKvas  fufpended.  in  September, 
royalty  wasabolifhed ;  and  in  January 
1793,  Louis  the  XV  L  tried  and 
condemned  by  the  convention,  f of¬ 
fered  death.  Was  it  eafy  to  keep 
pace  with  the  rapid  fueceffion  of 
fuch  revolutionary  events  ?  and  was 
it  unlawful  for  our  government, 
under  fuch  circumstances,  even 
to  deliberate  ?  I  do  not  find  that 
information  of  the  death  of  the  king 
was  received  from  our  minifter  at 
Paris,  until  May  the  lft  1793-  The 
news,  however,  had  previously  ar¬ 
rived  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  attract 
the  attention  of  government ;  for  in 
April,  the  prefident  had  determined 
to  receive  a  minifter  from  the 
French  republic.  And  it  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  this  was  before  he 
knew  that  a  minifter  had  arrived  m 
the  United  States.  This  prompti¬ 
tude  in  deciding  a  leading  queftion, 
does  not  bear  any  ftrong  marks  of 
habitation.  And  was  there  no  merit 
in  this  ready  determination  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  French  republic  ? 
had  it  been  before  acknowledged  by 
any  power  on  the  globe  ?  How  long 
did  France  heftate  to  acknowledge 
the  republic  of  the  United  States? 
a  year  and  an  half :  And  under  what 
circumftances  was  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  finally  made  ?  After  the  cap- 
ture  of  a  whole  British  army  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  eftabliihed  our  inde¬ 
pendence.  But  of  this  more  here¬ 
after.— -In  matters  of  importance 
(and  what  could  be  more  important 
*  L  1  4  *  than 
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than  the  decifion  of  a  neutral  and 
allied  nation  on  queftions  perhaps 
involving  war  or  peace  ?)  Is  it  the 
part  of  wifdom  to  rejedt  all  deli¬ 
beration,  even  on  points  which  do 
not  obvionfly  prefent  difficulties  ? 
Will  not  prudence  didate  to  him 
who  is  to  decide  great  national 
queftions,  rather  to  deliberate  long, 
than- rifle  the  eonfequences  of  hafty 
denfions ? 

Second.  u  It  made  an  infidious 
proclamation  of  neutrality.” 

I  have  already  remarked,  that 
proclamation  received  the  pointed 
approbation  of  congrefs;  and,  I 
might  truly  add,  of  the  great  body 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
And  what  was  the  general  objebt 
of  this  proclamation  ?  To  preferve  us 
in  a  itate  of  peace.  And  have  not  the 
minifters  of  France  declared,  that 
their  government  did  not  deft  re  us 
to  enter  into  the  war?  And  how 
was  peace  to  be  preferved  ?  By  an 
impartial  neutrality.  And  was  it 
not  then  the  duty  of  the  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  to  proclaim  tins  to  our  citi¬ 
zens,  and  to  inform  them  what  ads 
would  be  deemed  departures  from 
their  neutral  duties  ?  This  was  done 
by  the  proclamation,  it  declared  it 
to  be  the  duty,  intereft,  and  difpo- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  to  adopt 
and  purfue  a  condud  friendly  and 
impartial  toward  the  belligerent 
powers.  It  warned  the  citizens  to 
avoid  all  ads  which  might  centra- 
vene  that  difpofition:  it  declared, 
that  whofoever  of  the  citizens  ftiould 
render  himfelf  liable  to  punifhment 
or  forfeiture  under  the  law  of  nations, 
by  committing  or  abetting  hoftili- 
ties  againft  any  of  thofe  powers,  or 
by  carrying  to  any  of  them  articles 
deemed  contraband  of  war,  would 
hot  receive  the  protedion  of  the 
United  States  againft  fuch  punifh- 
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ment  and  forfeiture  :  and  that  the 
prefident  had  given  inftrudions  to 
the  proper  officers  to  profecute  all 
perfons  who  ftiould  violate  the  law 
of  nations  with  refped  to  the  powers 
at  war,  or  any  of  them.  To  what 
in  all  this  can  the  epithet  insidious 
be  applied  ?  On  the  contrary,  is 
not  the  whole  tranfadion  ftamped 
with  candour  and  good  faith?. 

Third.  “  By  its  chicaneries  it 
u  abandoned  French  privateers  to  its 
u  courts  of  iuftice.”  Abandoned  them 

4." 

to  its  courts  of  juftice !  Sir,  you 
know  many  of  the  judges  perlon- 
nail}/,  and  all  of  them  by  reputation, 
and  that  their  charaders  need  no 
vindication  from  fuch  an  infinuation. 
They  are  judges  with  whofe  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice  our  own  citizens 
are  fatisfied  ;  and  we  believe  they 
may  challenge  the  world  to  furmfti 
a  proof  that  they  have  not  admini- 
fter’ed  juftice  with  equal  impartiality 
to  foreigners.  I  will  only  add  here 
one  remark,  that  the  correfpond- 
ences  with  the  French  minifters 
formerly  publiftied,  joined  to  thofe 
now  furniftied  you,  with  the  other 
documents  accompanying  them,  will 
ffiew  how  loudly  they  can  complain 
of  the  proceedings  in  our  courts, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  with  how 
little  juftice. 

Fourth.  “  It  eluded  the  amicable 
u  mediation  of  the  republic  for 
“  breaking  the  chains  of  its  citizens 
“  at  Algiers.”  We  did  not  entertain 

<-v  , 

any  doubt  of  the  friendly  difpofition 
of  the  French  republic,  to  aid  us  in 
this  bufinefs.  But  what  was  really 
done  we  have  never  known.  You 
will  find  herewith  Mr.  Fauchet’s 
letter  of  June  4th  1794:  and  the 
anfvver  of  the'fecretary  of  ftate  on 
the  6th,  to  which  Mr.  Adet  refers. 
The  information  on  the  fubjecl, 
which  Mr.  Fauchet  expedled  “  in  a 
•  *  “  little 
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*e  little  time  from  Europe,’'  proba- 
'  bly  never  arrived  ;  at  lead:  it  was 
never  communicated  to  our  govern¬ 
ment.  There  is  furely  in  the  fecre- 
tary’s  anfwer,  no  evidence  that  our 
government  was  unwilling  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  mediation  of  the  republic . 
On  the  contrary,  we  have  relied 
upon  it  to  aid  our  negoeiations  with 
the  Barbary  powers.  Accordingly 
when  col.  Humphreys  went  from 
hence  in  1795,  cloathed  with  powers 
for  negociating  peace  with  thofe 
Bates,  he  was  particularly  initructed 
to  folicit  the  mediation  of  the  French 
republic  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  only 
he  went  from  Lifbon  to  Paris,  where, 
through  our  minifter,  the  committee 
of  public  fafety  manifefted  their  dis- 
pofition  to  contribute  to  the  fuceefs 
of  his  million.  But  col.  Humphreys 
was  at  the  fame  time  authorized  to 
depute  Jofeph  Donaldfon,  efq.  (who 
had  been  appointed  conful  of  the 
United  States  for  Tunis  and  Tri¬ 
poli,  and  who  went  with  col.  Hum¬ 
phreys’  from  America)  to  negociate 
immediately  a  treaty  with  Algiers  ; 
for  in  a  country  where  a  negociation 
depended  on  fo  many  contingencies, 
it  was  of  the  laft  importance  to  be 
ready  to  feize  a  favourable  moment 
to  effect  a  peace,  whenever  it  fhould 
offer.  Such  a  moment  prelented 
itfelf,  on  Mr.  Donaldfon’s  arrival  at 
Algiers.  He  had  not  been  there 
forty-eight  hours  before  the  treaty 
was  concluded.  It  is  alfo  a  tad,  that 
it  was  effected  without  the  aid  of  the 
French  conful  at  that  place.  How¬ 
ever,  with  refped  1o  Mr.  Donald¬ 
fon’s  negociation  we  are  well  in¬ 
formed,  that  u  his  not  conferring 
u  with  the  conful  of  France  was  not 

his  fault ;  and  if  he  had  done  it, 
a  that  it  would  have  injured  his 

*  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
iporrefp.  de  Genet,  p.  135. 
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caufe;  neither  the  republic  nor  her 
conful  enjoying  any  credit  with 
“  the  Dey.”  But  we  are  at  the  fame 
time  informed  that  the  caufe  oi  this 
was  tranfitory,  and  ought  not  to 
hinder  us  from  endeavouring  to  en¬ 
gage  her  interefts  for  other  places, 
and  in  that  place  for  future  occa- 
lions.  Agreeably  to  this  idea  the 
agent  for  the  United  States  applied 
to  the  French  conful,  Herculais,  at 
Algiers,  the  laft  fpring,  to  recom¬ 
mend  a  fuitable  perfon  to  negociate 
a  treaty  with  Tunis.  The  perfon 
recommended  was  employed,  and 
we  have  been  informed,  had  in  part 
fucceeded,  and  was  expeded  to  com¬ 
plete  a  treaty  of  peace.  This  in¬ 
formation  was  communicated  to  our 
minifter  at  Paris,  in  a  letter,  dated 
30th  of  Auguft  laft,  from  the  French 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  extrad  of  a  letter  from 
the  conful  Herculais. 

In  all  thefe  tranfadions  far  from 
difcovering  a  trace  of  evidence  to 
fupport  Mr.  Adet’s  charge,  the  re¬ 
verie  is  manifeftly  proved. 

Fifth.  “  Notwithstanding  treaty 
ftipulations,  it  allowed  to  be  arrefted 
veffels  of  the  ftate.” 

While  we  admit  the  fad  that 
French  veffels  have  been  arrefted,  we 
deny  that  the  arrefts  have  infringed 
any  treaty  ftipulations.  The  details 
in  "this  letter,  and  the  documents  re¬ 
ferred  to,  appear  to  us  entirely  to  ex¬ 
culpate  government,  and  if  neither 
the  executive,  nor  our  tribunals, 
could  in  any  cafe  take  cognizance  of 
captures,  which  the  French  priva¬ 
teers  called  prizes,  then  they  might 
take  our  own  veffels  in  our  rivers 
and  harbours,  and  our  citizens  be 
without  red  refs.*  But  “  it  is  an  ef- 
fential  attribute  of  the  jurifdidion 

to  Mr.  Morris,  Auguft  16tb,  1793.  Toy. 
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u  of  every  country  to  preferve 
peace,  to  punifh  acts  in  breach  of 
u  it,  and  to  reftore  property  taken 
u  by  force  within  its  limits.  Were 
the  armed  vefiel  of  any  nation  to 
41  cut  away  one  of  our  own  from  the 
««  wharves  of  Philadelphia,  and  to 
4<  chute  to  call  it  a  prize,  would  this 
exclude  us  from  the  right  of  re- 
41  d  re  fling  the  wrong?  'Were  it  the 
u  veffel  of  another  nation,  are  we  not 
4i  equally  bound  to  protect  it,  while 
u  within  our  limits  ?  Were  it  feized 
*l  in  any  other  waters,  or  on  the 
i(  there s  of  the  United  States,  the 
9i  right  of  redreffing  is  Hill  the  fame  ; 

O  .  0 

41  and  humble  indeed  would  be  our 
4‘  condition,  were  we  obliged  to  de- 
41  pend  for  that  on  the  will  of  a  fo- 
reign  conful,  or  on  negociation 
s<  with  diplomatic  agents/’ 

The  fame  reafoning  will  apply  to 
captures  made  by  illegal  privateers  ; 
that  is  by  fuch  as  were  armed  and 
Equipped  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  ;  for  it  being  by  the  law  of 
nations  the  right  of  our  government, 
and  as  a  neutral  power  its  duty,  to 
prevent  fuch  armaments,  it  rnuft  alfo 
be  its  right  and  duty,  by  all  means 
in  its  power,  to  re  (train  the  acts  of 
fuch  armaments,  done  in  violation 
©f  its  rights  and  in  defiance  of  its 
authority.  And  fuch  were  the  arma¬ 
ments  made  by  the  French  people 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 
And  the  mod  effectual  means  of  de¬ 
feating  their  unlawful  practices  was, 
the  feizing  of  their  prizes  when 
brought  within  our  jurifdlction. 
It  is  very  pofiible,  indeed,  that  in 
fome  cafes  the  irritated  fubjeds  or 
public  agents  of  nations,  whofe 
property  was  taken  by  French 
piivateers,  might  commence  vexa¬ 
tious  prosecutions  :  but  this  is  no 
more  than  happens  frequently 
among  our  own  citizens ;  and  in 


every  nation  in  the  world :  and  the 
only  reftraintson  the  vindictive  paf- 
fions  of  men,  in  fuch  cafes,  which 
the  policy  of  free  governments  has 
impofed,  are  the  damages,  which  the 
courts  compel  the  malicious  profecu- 
tor  to  pay  to  the  injured  party.  If,  as 
Mr.  Aclet  after ts,  damages  have  in 
two  cafes  only  been  granted  by  the 
courts  to  French  privateers,  even 
when  the  deeifions  have  been  in 
their  favour,  it  has  arilen  from  their 
own  conduct,  or  the  omiffions  of 
their  counfel,  or  from  accidental 
circumftances,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  courts,  furnifhed  reafonable 
prefumptions  againft  them  of  having 
violated  the  laws,  either  by  illegally 
arming  in  our  ports,  or  making  the 
captures  within  our  jurifdidion.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  have  in  the 
event  of  contrary  deeifions,  been  al¬ 
ways  condemned  to  pay  damages, 
we  may  venture  to  fay,  it  was  he- 
eaufe  they  were  always  in  the. 
wrong.  For  no  one  will  find  fuf- 
ficient  ground  to  impeach  the  dif- 
cernment,  or  integrity  of  our  courts. 

Sixth.,  “  It'fuffered  England,  by 
u  infulting  its  neutrality,  to  inter- 
u  rupt  its  commerce  with  France.” 

That  our  commerce  has  been  in¬ 
terrupted  by  the  armed  vefiels  of 
England,  and  fometimes  with  cir- 
cumftances  of  infult,  we  certainly 
(hall  not  attempt  to  deny  ;  the  uni- 
verfal  refen tment  and  indignation 
excited  by  thefe  injuries  were  ad- 
mifiiqns  of  the  fad :  but  that  the 
government  had  connived  at  the 
practice,  (for  that  Mr.  Adet  muft 
have  intended  to  infmuate  by  the 
word  “ Jvffered” )  all  its  ads  molt 
forcibly  contradict.  It  was  becaufe 
of  thofe  aggreffions  that  prepara¬ 
tions  for  war  were  commenced  ;  and 
to  demand  fatisfadion  for  them  was 
the  leading  object  of  Mr.  Jay's 

million 
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million  to  London.  Satisfaction  was  many  years  mud  elapfe  before  we 
demanded ;  and  the  arrangements  could  form  a  powerful  navy  to  pro- 
agreed  on  for  rendering  it,  are  now  led  our  commerce.  She  knew  the 
in  execution  in  London.  But  if  by  condud  of  maritime  powers  in  all 
“Suffered?  Mr.  Adet  means  that  their  wars:  particularly  the  was 
we  did  not  arm,  that  is,  make  war  acquainted  with  the  maxims  and 
on  England,  to  obtain  the  indemni-  meafures  of  England  towaids  the 


iication,  when  humanity,  reafon, 
and  the  law  of  nations  prefcribed 
the  mode  of  previous  peaceable  de¬ 
mand  :  To  thefe  very  principles  we 
may  appeal  tor  our  juftiftcation ; 
and  if  it  is  neceffary  to  go  farther, 
we  fay,  that,  as  an  independent  na¬ 
tion,  we  mu  ft  be  left  to  determine  in 
what  manner  we  can  mo  ft  bene¬ 
ficially  obviate  an  evil,  and  when  it 
is  moil  proper  lor  us  to  repel  an  in¬ 
jury.  To  deny  us  this  right  of 
judgment,  is  to  deny  our  independ¬ 
ence.  We  have  not  been  infenfible 
either  to  our  honour  or  to  our  inte- 
reft.  If  we  have  manifefted  much 
long-furfenng,  we  have  not  been 
fingular.  Neutral  nations  very  com¬ 
monly  endure  many  temporary  evils ; 
becaufe  they  appear  light  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  calamities  oi  war : 
and  they  look  forward  as  we  have 
done,  to  a  period,  when  returning 
juftice  may  redrefs  their  wrongs. 
This  period,  we  truft,  will  arrive  to 
thofe  we  are  now  fullering  from  the 
French  republic.  11  a  nation  not 
bound  to  us  by  treaty,  and  between 
whom  and  ourfelves  actual  circum- 
ftances,  and  many  recollections, 
tended  to  excite  peculiar  paffions, 
engaged  to  rentier  us  juftice,  fhall 
we  expeCt  lefs  of  an  avowed  Fiend  ? 

We  may  here  properly  enquire 
what  could  have  been  the  under- 
ftanding  of  the  parties  on  this  point, 
when  the  treaty  of  l  77B  was  made 
between  France  and  the  United 
States.  She  knew,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  the  extent  of  our  country, 
and  its  rapid  increafe  in  population,, 


commerce  of  neutral  nations,  in  all 
her  wars  with  France.  And  if  know¬ 
ing  thefe  things,  France  then  ex¬ 
pected  that  in  all  fubfequent  wars,, 
we  Ihould  compel  the  maritime  pow¬ 
ers  in  general,  and  Great  Britain  in 
particular,  to  admit  our  commerce 
to  perfect  freedom,  then  inftead  of  a 
treaty  of  commerce  containing  regu¬ 
lations  for  conducting  it,  when 
France  ihould  be  at  war,  fhe  would 
have  demanded  from  us  a  ftipula- 
tion,  that  in  every  future  war,  in 
which  fhe  fnould  be  engaged  with 
any  other  maritime  power,  we  alfo 
ihould  engage  in  it  as  her  aftociate. 
But  this  is  a  condition  which  France 
was  too  juft  to  demand,  and  to 
which  the  United  States  would 
never  have  agreed. 

Seventh.  “  Notwithftanding  the 
“  faith  of  treaties,  it  gave  an  aiylum 
e(  to  thefe  fame  Ertglifh,  who  after 
“  having  inful  ted  her  flag,  pillaged 
“  her  citizens,  came  alfo  to  brave 
“  the  American  people  in  their 
“  ports,  and  to  take  a  ftation, 
“  whence  to  cruize  on  a  favourable 
“  opportunity, againft  the  French." 

This  like  mod  others  of  Mr. 
Adet’s  charges,  is  but  the  renewal  of 
the  complaints  of  his  predeceffor, 
Mr.  Fauchet:  and  the  vindication, 
of  the  government  will  appear  in 
the  anfwers  and  communications 
from  the  secretary  of  ftate  to  the 
minifter,  in  th®years  1794  and  1795. 
'fhe  cafes  particularly  noticed  were 
thofe  of  the  Britifh  frigate  Terpfi- 
chore,  and  her  prize  La  Montague  ; 
and  of  the  Britifh  ftiip  Argonaut  and 

her 
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her  prize  L’Efperanee.  The  Thetis 
and  Hufiar  Britilh  frigates,  with 
their  French  prizes  La  Prevoyanee 
and  La  Raifon,  are  alfo  mentioned, 
hut  without  any  fabts  or  circum¬ 
ftances,  as  fubjebts  of  enquiry,  which 
of  courfe  is  precluded.  That  of  the 
Terpfichore  and  her  prize  appears  to 
have  been  the  firft  cafe  of  the  kind, 
in  which  the  executive  of  the 
United  States  and  thofe  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  Rates  were  called  to  inter¬ 
fere  ;  and  therefore  it  wall  not  be 
thought  extraordinary,  if  the  exe¬ 
cutive  of  Virginia  was  unprepared 
with  arrangements  to  give  inftant 
effect  to  the  ftipulation  of  the  17th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1778,  forbid¬ 
ding  an  afylum  to  the  armed  veffels 
of  the  enemies  of  France  and  their 
prizes.  What  delay  took  place 
teems  to  have  been  the  reful t  of  ac¬ 
cidents  ;  certainly  not  of  defign. 
And  by  letters  from  this  depart¬ 
ment,  the  executives  were  earneftly 
preffed  to  take  the  neceffary  order 
for  prompt  execution  in  future,  of 
this  part  of  the  treaty.  But  why 
fhoiild  the  French  minifters  com¬ 
plain  with  lb  much  energy,  that  a 
Britilh  Ihip  of  war,  with  her  prize, 
remained  in  one  of  our  ports,  during 
perhaps  twenty  or  twenty-five  days  ; 
when  agciinft  the  earned;  requefts 
and  orders  of  the  executive,  the 
French  privateers  armed  in  our 
ports,  in  violation  of  the  laws,  long 
continued  to  keep  on  our  coaft  and 
enter  our  harbours,  thence  on  favor¬ 
able  opportunities  to  cruize  againft 
their  enemies  ?  The  Columbia  or 
Carmaanole  continued  Inch  her  un- 
lawful  at  is  lor  more  than  a  year. 

After  all  the  zealous  remon- 
ftrances  of  Mr.  Fauchet,  now  re¬ 
newed  by  Mr.  Adet,  about  the  cap¬ 
tures  of  the  French  corvette  L'Efpe- 
rance,  by  the  Britilh  fhip  Argonaut, 


who  went  with  her  prize  into  Lynn* 
Haven  Bay,  What  were  the  fabls  ? 
The  governor  of  Virginia  went  per- 
fonally  to  the  French  conful  at 
Norfolk  for  information  concerning 
this  declared  violation  of  the  treaty 
— but  “  he  received  none  which  ap- 
“  peared  to  judify  the  uneafmefs  oc- 
“  cadoned  by  that  event,  he  charging 
“  no  car  cum  fiances  as  improper  in  the 
“  captors ;  but  rather  feemed  to 
“  confider  the  introdublion  of  the 
“  prifoners  made  on  that  occafion, 
u  lb  foon  into  a  place  where  the  ex- 
u  change  would  be  effected,  as  an 
“  alleviation  of  the  misfortune  of 
“  loffng  the  veflel.”  The  captain  of 
the  French  corvette  himfelf  was  de- 
dred  to  give  evidence  in  the  cafe, 
he  promifed,  but  failed  to  appear. 
He  was  called  upon  a  fecond  time  to 
give  information,  but  difeovered  an 
unwillingnefs  to  do  it ;  obferving, 
that  he  had  given  to  the  conful  a 
circumffantial  account  of  the  tranf- 
ablion  on  his  arrival.  The  governor 
having  heard,  that  a  refpeciable  pi¬ 
lot,  by  the  name  of  Butler,  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  circumftances  of 
this  affair,  he  direbfed  his  depofition 
to  be  taken  ;  it  was  taken,  arid  im¬ 
ported  that  admiral  Murray  himfelf 
purchafed  the  prize  L’Efperance, 
and  manned  and  fitted  her  in  Lynn- 
Haven  bay  for  a  cruize.  But  Butler's 
depofition  was  afterwards  taken  on 
the  part  of  the  Britilh,  in  which  he 
contradicted  all  the  material  fabts 
recited  in  the  former  depofition ; 
for  which  he  accounted  by  laying, 
that  he  could  neither  write  nor  read, 
and  that  there  had  been  inferted  in 
his  fi  iff  depofition  what  he  had  never 
faid.  Under  thefe  circumftances  it 
was  defirable  to  obtain  further  in¬ 
formation.  This  was  furniflied  by 
the  Britifh  minilter,  in  the  extrabl of 
a  letter  from  admiral  Murray, 

which 
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which  bears  every  mark  of  candour 
and  humanity,  and  of  refpebt  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  as  follows  : 

“  The  French  Hoop  of  war  L’Efpe- 
44  ranee  was  brought  into  Lynn- 
44  Haven  bay  on  the  l  ith  of  January 
44  (a  few  days  after  my  arrival  there) 

44  by  capt.  Ball,  who  had  captured 
44  her  fifteen  leagues  from  the  fhore  : 

44  the  weather  being  very  tempes- 
44  tuous,  a  lieutenant  with  a  fufficient 
44  number  of  men  only  to  navigate 
44  her  (not  being  half  the  comple- 
44  mentthe  French  had  in  her)  were 
44  fent  on  board  from  on  board  the 
44  Refolution  and  Argonaut ;  and  fo 
44  foon  as  the  weather  permitted 
44  thole  fhips  to  fupply  her  with 
ie  water  and  provifions,  I  fent  her  to 
44  fea,  that  I  might  give  no  umbrage 
44  to  the  American  Hates.  An  addi- 
44  tional  reafon  for  bringing  L'Efpe- 
44  ranee  into  Lynn-Iiaven  bay,  was 
44  out  of  humanity  to  the  French 
44  prifoners,  whom,  having  had  a 
44  long  voyage,  I  fent  to  Norfolk  as 
H  foon  as  prudence  would  permit  ; 
44  otherwile  they  mud  have  been 
44  kept  prifoners  on  board  the  whole 
44  winter,  aud  fent  to.  Halifax  in  the 
44  fpring :  nor  was  the  equipped,  or 
*4  armed  then,  in  any  manner  what- 
44  ever;  nor  did  the  lieutenant  re- 
44  ceive  any  commifiion  for  her 
44  whilft  in  Lynn-Iiaven  bay;  and 
«{  when  at  fea  only  an  a&ing  order 
44  to  command  her,  which  is  cuff 
44  tom  ary,  and  abfolutely  neceflary 
44  in  ail  captures;  otherwile,  if  re- 
44  taken  by  the  enemy,  he  might  be 
44  confidered  as  a  pirate/' 

Eighth.  44  It  might  be  faid,  that 
44  it  applauded  their  (the  English) 
44  audacity ;  all  fubmiffion  to  their 
44  will,  it  allowed  the  French  colo- 
6i  nies  to  be  declared  in  a  ltate  of 
u  blockade,  and  it#  citizens  inter-r 
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44  dided  the  right  of  trading  to 
44  them." 

If  among  the  multitude  of  fuefi 
complaints,  as  Mr.  Adet  has  ex¬ 
hibited,  any  one  could  excite  fur- 
prize,  this  charge  is  calculated  to 
produce  it.  Here  a  form  d  charge 
is  made  again  ft  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  that  it  did  not 
controul  in  another  independent  na¬ 
tion  the  right  of  judging  in  its  own 
affairs — That  it  did  not  forbid,  and 
effectually  prevent,  the  officers  of  a 
foreign  power,  the  Britifh  admirals 
and  commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
declaring  certain  French  colonies  to 
be  in  a  Hate  of  blockade  !  44  But  th& 
44  official  legillation  of  a  proclama- 
44  tion  had  been  poked  up  under  our 
44  eyes,  prohibiting  our  commerce 
44  with  the  French  colonies,  and  fuff 
44  pending  to  us  alone  the  law  of 
44  nations  !  "  The  anfwer  to  M.  Fau- 
chet,  from  the  fecretary  of  Hate,  re- 
prefents  this  matter  differently.  The 
Britifh  confuffgeneral  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  by  a  publication  on  the  10th 
of  April  1795,  gave  notice  that  he 
had  received  official  communica¬ 
tions  that  the  iflands  of  Guadaloupe^. 
Mariagaiante  and  Defilade,  were  by- 
proclamation  iffued  by  his  Britannic 
majeity’s  general  and  vice-admiral, 
commanding  in  the  Weft  Indies,  de¬ 
clared  to  be  in  an  a&ual  Hate  of 
blockade ;  .and  that  neutral  (not 
iingly  American)  veflels  were  there¬ 
by  prohibited  from  attempting  to 
enter  any  ports  or  places  in  thofe 
iflands  with  fupplies  of  any  kind, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  44  dealt 
44  with  conformably  to  exifting  trea- 
44  ties,  and  as  warranted  by  the 
44  effablifhed  laws  of  nations."  And 
while  exifting  treaties  (our  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  had  no  opera¬ 
tive  exigence  till  fix  months  after 

the 
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the  conful's  advertisement)  and  the 
laws  of  nations  were  avowed  to  be 
the  rules  by  which  the  property  of 
neutrals  was  in  this  cafe  to  be  ad¬ 
judged,  had  they  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain?  If  any  neutral  veffels  at¬ 
tempted  to  enter  any  of  thofe  ports 
which  were  not  in  reality  in  a  Itate 
of  blockade,  and  yet  were  captured, 
could  they  be  condemned?  Certainly 
not  by  the  rules  which  the  Britifh 
prefcribed  to  themfeives,  44  Treaties 
44  and  the  laws  of  nations/'’  But  if 
the  Britifn  commanders  proclaimed 
untruths,  and  iffued  arbitrary  orders 
for  capturing  neutral  veffels;  and 
their  cruizers  and  courts  of  admi¬ 
ralty  executed  them  arbitrarily, 
could  the  American  government 
prevent  them  ? — We  could  demand 
of  the  Britilh  government  fatisfac- 
tion  for  injuries  to  our  own  citizens 
confequent  on  fuch  orders;  and  if 
any  fuch  were  fuftained,  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  making  reparation  are 
now  in  execution.  But  admitting 
that  any  ports  in  the  French  colo¬ 
nies  were  in  fa£t  blockaded;  who 
fhould  notify  it  to  neutral  nations, 
accuftomed  to  trade  with  thofe 
ports?  Certainly  the  officers  of  that 
power  whofe  fleets  and  armies 
formed  the  blockade :  and  in  the 
United  States  no  mode  of  giving 
univerfal  notice  could  be  fo  effedual 
as  a  publication  in  hand-bills  and 
newfpapers. 

Ninth.  44  It  eluded  all  the  ad- 

vances  made  by  the  republic  for 
“  renewing  the  treaties  of  commerce, 
i(  upon  a  more  favourable  footing  to 
44  both  nations  ;  it  excufed  itfelf  on 
44  the  moll  frivolous  pretexts,  whilft 
“  it  anticipated  Great  Britain,  by 


44  foliciting  a  treaty  in  which,  prof- 
44  tituting  ns  neutrality,  it  facriticed 
44  France  to  her  enemies  ;  or  rather 
44  looking  upon  her  as  obliterated 
44  from  the  map  of  the  world  ;  it 
44  forgot  the  fervices  Ihe  had  ren- 
44  dered  it,  add  threw  afide  the  duty 
44  of  gratitude,  as  if  ingratitude  were 
44  a  governmental  duty  A 

Of  the  advances  referred  to,  the 
firff  were  made  by  Mr.  Genet.  Thefe 
you  will  fee  in  the  printed  corres¬ 
pondence  between  him  and  Mr. 
Jefferfon.  Mr. Genet's  letter  is  dated' 
the  23d  of  May  1793,  in  which  ho 
informed  the  government,  that  he 
was  authorized  to  propofe  a  treaty' 
on  “  a  liberal  and  fraternal  balisV 
Mr.  Jefferfon’s  letter  to  Mr. 
Morris,  our  minifter  at  Paris,  dated 
the  -23d  of  Auguft  1793,  affigns  the 
reafon  for  poftponing  the  negocia- 
tionf.  “  The  Senate  (fays  he)  being 
44  then  in  recefs,  and  not  to  meet 
44  again  till  the  fall,  I  apprifed  Mr, 
44  Genet,  that  the  participation  in 
44  matters  of  treaty  given  by  the 
44  conftitution  to  that  branch  of  our 
44  government,  would  of  courfe  delay 
44  any  definitive  anfwer  to  his 
44  friendly  propofition.  As  he  was 
44  fenfible  of  this  circumftance,  the 
44  matter  has  been  underftood  to  lie 
44  over  till  the  meeting  of  the  fe- 
44  nateA  Congress  were  not  to  meet 
until  December;  confequently  there 
was  no  neceffity  of  precipitating  the 
bufinefs.  But  with  the  heft  difpo- 
fi lions  to  form  new  commercial  ar¬ 
rangements,  mutually  more  bene¬ 
ficial  than  thofe  of  the  treaty  of 
1778,  the  unwarrantable  conclud  of 
Mr.  Genet,  from  the  moment  he 
landed  at  Chariefion,  until  the  date 


*  Voy.  Correfpondance  de  Genet*  page  14  et  56* 
It  Voy.  ibid.  p.  156. 
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of  his  letter  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
negociation,  was  fufficient  to  excite 
caution  in  the  American  govern¬ 
ment.  He  had  there  violated  the 
fovereignty  of  the  United  States*, 
li  by  authorizing  the  fitting  and  arm- 
il  ing  of  veffels  in  that  port,  enlift- 
u  ing  men,  citizens  and  foreigners, 
<£  and  giving  them  commiftions  to 
u  cruize,  and  commit  hoftilities  with 
u  nations  at  peace  with  us/’  and 
with  whom  we  had  extenfive  com¬ 
mercial  connections.  ££  ’1  hefe  priva- 
££  leers  were  taking  and  bringing 
prizes  into  our  ports,  and  the  con- 
“  luls  of  France  were  a  {fuming  to 
4‘  hold  courts  of  admiralty  on  them, 
a  to  try,  condemn,  and  authorize 
“  their  fale  as  legal  prize.”  Never- 
thelefs,  the  government  really  de- 
firous  of  forming  a  new  and  more 
advantageous  commercial  treaty 
with  France,. intruded  the  minifter 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  to 
manifeft  the  fame  to  the  executive 
of  France,  and  to  fuggeft  for  this 
purpofe,  that  the  powers  of  Mr. 
Genet  be  renewed  to  his  fucceffor. 
It  is  true,  that  in  his  letter  dated 
30th  of  September,  Mr.  Genet 
had  renewed  the  proportion  of  ne¬ 
gotiating  a  commercial  treaty :  but 
how  was  it  polfible  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  undertake  a  negociation 
with  that  minifter,  after  “  the  cor- 
w  refpondence  which  had  taken 
u  place  between  the  executive  and 
“  him,v  (a  correfpondence  on  his 
part  replete  with  infults,)  “  and  the 
u  ads  which  be  had  thought  proper 
“  to  do,  and  to  countenance  in  op- 
a  pofition  to  the  laws  of  the  land  ? 
After  the  government  had  inftruded 
cur  minifter  at  Paris,  to  defire  Mr. 
Genet’s  recal;  and  to  declare  to 
the  government  of  France,  “  the  ne- 


C£  ceffity  of  their  having  a  reprefen- 
“  tative  here,  difpofed  to  refped  the 
“  laws  and  authority  of  the  country, 
“  and  to  do  the  bell  for  their  intereffc 
“  which  thefe  would  permit ;  and 
£<  when  it  was  only  an  anxious  re- 
“  gard  for  thofe  interefts,  and  a  de- 
££  fire  that  they  might  not  fuffer, 
££  which  induced  the  executive  in 
££  the  mean  time  to  receive  his  com- 
££  munications  in  writing,  and  to  ad- 
££  mit  the  continuance  of  his  fundiona 
££  fo  long  as  they  fhould  he  re  ft  rained 
££  within  the  limits  of  the  law,  as 
££  therefore  announced  to  him,  or 
££  Ihould  be  of  the  tenor  ufually  ob- 
££  ferved  towards  independent  na« 
££  tions  by  the  reprefen  tative  of  a 
££  friendly  power  redding  with  them 
Under  fuch  circumftances  what  an- 
fwer  could  the  executive  return  to 
Mr.  Genet,  more  proper,  and  more, 
marked  with  attention  to  France, 
than  “  that  his  letter  would  be  con- 
££  fidered  with  all  the  refped  and  in- 
££  tereft,  which  its  object  neceftarily 
££  required?’' 

It  is  probable  that  the  powers  to 
nesociate  a  commercial  treaty  were 

o  v  > 

not  renewed  to  Mr.  Genet's  fuccef¬ 
for;  certainly  they  were  not  com¬ 
municated  to  our  government. 

We  now  come  to  the  frefh  over¬ 
tures  of  a  commercial  negociation 
made  by  Mr.  Adet. 

The  firft  notices  of  them  are  found 
in  Memoranda  of  fads,  dated  the 
27th  and  29th  of  June  1795,  and 
fubferibed  by  the  secretary  of  ftate. 
By  thefe  it  appears,  that  on  th* 
1 3 tli  of  June  Mr.  Adet  arrived  at 
Philadelphia.  On  the  15th  Mr. 
Fauchet  introduced  him  to  the  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate;  on  the  16th  Mr. 
Adet  informed  thefecretary  that  he 
fliould  the  next  day  fend  him  fome 


#  Mr.  Jefterfon  to  Mr.  Morris,.  Auguft  16,  1793.  Voy.  Correfp.  de  Genet,  p.  135. 
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act  of  the  French  government  re¬ 
lative  to  commerce  :  but  it  was  not 
fent.  On  the  22d  of  June,  Mr.  Adet 
was  reminded  of  the  promifed  com¬ 
munication.  Hefaid  it  was  copying,* 
and  gave  reafon  to  iuppole  that  he 
fhould  forward  it  on  that  day  ;  but 
on  that  day  nothing  was  received. 

On  the  29th  of  June  1795*  Mr. 
Adet  had  an  interview  with  the  le- 
cretary  of  hate  :  he  obferved,  that 
he  brought  with  him  the  commer¬ 
cial  decrees,  which  Mr.  Genet  had 
formerly  propounded  to  our  govern¬ 
ment,  and  was  inftrucled  to  negociate 
a  treaty  of  commerce  upon  their 
bafis.  He  was  afked,  whether  he  had 
any  documents  to  communicate.  He 
replied,  that  he  would  lend  them 
that  day.  He  laid  he  had  to  com¬ 
municate  fome  inquietudes  relpedt- 
ing  the  late  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
He  oblerved,  that  it  was  underftood, 
that  the  United  States  had  dilabled 
themfelves  from  entering  into  a 
new  commercial  treaty,  upon  a  li¬ 
beral  fcale,  with  France.  The  fe- 
cretary  anfwered,  that  he  had  deter¬ 
mined,  before  he  came,  to  afk  the 
permiffion  of  the  prelident,  to  com¬ 
municate  to  him  a  copy  of  the 
treaty  ;  and  Jhen  he  might  fay  in 
what  part  he  fuppofed  that  any  im¬ 
propriety  in  relpedt  to  France  ex¬ 
ited.  The  prefident  having  after¬ 
wards  alTented,  the  fecretary  cn  the 
fame  day  delivered  to  Mr.  Adet,  a 
printed  copy  of  the  treaty,  on  which 
he  promifed  to  communicate  his 
remarks. 

Thefe  remarks,  dated  June  the 
goth,  and  the  lecretary s  anfwer, 
dated  July  the  6th,  refuting  the. ob¬ 
jections  they  contained,  I  have  al- 

*  Mr.  Adet  has  since  corrected  this  date 
1793.  This  is  already  publiihed  with  the 

de  Genet,  p,  15  et  56. 


ready  noticed.  The  fubfequent  pro¬ 
ceedings  will  fhow,  either  that  thole 
objections  did  not  make  any  ltrong 
impreffions  on  Mr.  Adet’s  mind,  or 
that  the  fecretary’s  anfwer  had  re¬ 
moved  them. 

On  the  30th  of  June  1795,  Mr. 
Adet  communicated  a  part  of  his 
inftru&ions  relative  to  “  a  new  com- 
“  mercial  treaty,  and  a  new  confular 
“  convention,  to  be  entered  into  be- 
“  tween  France  and  the  United 
“  States.”  The  inltructions  imported, 
that  he  was  only  to  “  prepare  with 
“  the  American  government,  the 
u  means  and  arrangement”  of  thefe 
treaties,  and  then  to  communicate 
them  to  the  committee  of  public 
fafety.  The  object  of  the  new  treaty 
was  declared  to  be,  “  to  found  the 
“  commercial  relations  of  the  two' 
“  republics  upon  ftipulations  more 
“  reciprocally  advantageous,  and 
“  more  clearly  worded,  than  that  of 
“  177B,  and  the  object  of  the  con- 
u  fular  convention,  to  fecure  the  ex- 
“  ecution  of  the  commercial  treaty.” 

The  fecretary  of  ftate  anfwered 
on  the  firlt  of  July,  expreffing  the 
readinels  of  the  government  to  open 
the  propofed  negociation  ;  and  re- 
quefted  a  communication  of  the  dates 
of  the  decrees  to  which  Mr.  Adet’s 
inltruction  referred.  * 

On  the  8th  of  July  1795,  Mr. 
Adet  replied  to  the  lecretary  of  ftate, 
“  that  he  neither  knew  nor  pou'efled 
“  any  other  decree  relative  to  the 
“  new  negociation  to  be  opened  be- 
“  tween  France  and  th®  United 
<£  States,  than  that  of  the* 5th  of  Fe* 
ei  bruary  1 7,93,  communicated  to  us 
u  by  citizen  Genet.”  This  letter  of 
the  8th  was  received  the  12th,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  note  of  the  latter 

,  the  decree  intended  being  dated  Feb.  19 
State  Papers  of  that  year.  Voy.  Correlp. 
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date,  apologizing  for  the  delay,  on 
account  of  iicknefs.  On  the  12th 
the  fecretarv  of  Hate  had  written  to 
him,  prefling  him  011  the  fubjedt  of 
the  new  negociation. 

On  the  16th  of  July  1795,  the 
fecretarv  of  ftate  again  wrote  to  Mr. 
Adet,  and  after  informing  him,  that 
as  he  was  not  clothed  with  any  very 
formal  authority  upon  this  fubjeft, 
the  prefident  of  the  United  States 
had  thought  proper  to  place  him 
(the  fecretarv  of  hate)  upon  the 
fame  and  no  other  footing; — The  fe¬ 
cretary  propofed  that  the  negocia- 
tion  fliould  be  conducted  in  writing, 
unlefs  when  either  thought  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  have  an  interview  on  any 
particular  difficulty.  And  then  af 
luring  Mr.  Adet,  that  no  unneceffary 
procraftination  fliould  be  found  in 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  further  pro¬ 
pofed,  that  Mr.  Adet  fliould  ftate, 
ift.  The  parts  of  the  treaty  which 
he  wifhed  to  be  abolifhed :  2d.  Thofe 
parts  which  he  wifhed  to  be  coi> 
reded  :  and  3d.  Any  additions  which 
feemed  to  him  defirable ;  but  ex- 
prefled  the  readinefs  of  the  fecretary 
to  adopt  any  other  better  mode  of 
conduding  the  negociation,  if  fuch 
occurred  to  Mr.  Adet. 

On  the  20th  of  July  1795,  Mr. 
Adet,  mentioning  his  ficknefs,  which 
for  fifteen  days  had  obliged  him  to 
abftain  from  buftnefs,  replied  on  the 
fubjed  of  the  negociation,  in  thefe 
words  ;  “  In  a  few  days  1  fhall  have 
<c  the  honour  of  feeing  you,  and  of 
“  taking  the  neceffary  meal'ures,  in 
u  order  to  commence  the  buftnefs 
“  relative  to  the  digging  of  the 
“  new  treaty,  and  new  eonfular 
u  convention.” 

From  this  detail,  it  muft,  I  con¬ 
ceive,  be  no  eafy  talk  to  find  any 
fads  by  which  Mr.  Adet's  charge 
can  be  fupported.  What  he  affeds 
Vox..  XXXIX. 


to  call  “  frivolous  pretexts/'  ara 
fubftantial  reafons;  and  in  refped 
to  his  own  advances  to  treat,  the 
condud  of  our  government  mani- 
fefts  an  eagernefs  to  enter  on  the  ne¬ 
gociation  :  certainly  you  will  dif- 
cover  in  it  no  difpofttion  to  elude  or 
to  procraftinate. 

You  will  be  pleafed  to  obferve* 
fir,  that  the  letter  from  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  to  Mr.  Adet,  explaining  the 
manner  in  which  they  fliould  pro-> 
ceed  in  the  negociation,  is  dated  the 
16th  of  July  ;  and  that  Mr.  Aclet's 
anfwer,  agreeing  fhortly  to  meet  the 
fecretary,  in  order  to  take  the  lie- 
ceflary  meafures  for  commencing 
the  buftnefs,  is  dated  the  20th  of 
July  ;  yet  in  his  note  of  November 
15th,  1796,  after  having  charged 
the  government  of  the  United  States 
“  with  eluding  all  advances  made 

o 

“  by  the  republic  for  renewing  the 
“  treaties  of  commerce, and  excufing 
u  itfelf  on  the  1110ft;  frivolous  pre- 
“  texts;"  after  acknowledging  that 
the  prefident  had  authorized  the 
secretary  of  ftate  to  negociate,  and 
that  the  latter  had  explained  the 
manner  of  proceeding,  he  afks, 
“  but  at  wliat  time  ?  When  the  ra* 
“  tification  of  the  treaty  concluded 
“  between  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr. 
(i  Jay,  110  longer  permitted  the  un- 
“  derligned  to  purfue  that  negocia- 
i(  tion.”  I  am  forry,  fir,  in  this 
place  to  call  your  attention  to  dates. 
The  Britifh  treaty  was  not  ratified 
until  the  14th  of  Augufl  1795,  that 
is  about  a  month  after  the  plan  of 
negociating  with  Mr.  Adet  had  been 
propofed  to  him  by  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  and  twenty-five  days  after  he 
had  agreed  to  proceed  in  it.  And  if 
that  ratification  finally  induced  him 
to  abandon  the  idea  of  negociating 
a  new  treaty  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  it  did  not  inftantly 
e  M  m  produce 
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produce  this  determination.  He 
doubtlefs  perceived  that  his  own 
objections  to  the  Britifh  treaty  were 
obviated  by  the  anfwer  from  the 
fecretary  of  date  ;  and  when  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  receipt  of  it,  he  had 
given  up  the  right  of  judging  of  the 
treaty,  whether  it  was  good,  or  bad. 
u  I  lhall,  (fays  he  in  his  letter  of 
u  July  20th,  1795)  tranfmit  it  (the 
“  fecretary’s  anfwer)  to  the  French 
government,  together  with  my  ob- 
*  fervations,and  the  treaty.  In  fuch 
“  important  circumftances,  it  is  ex- 
“  clufively  the  province  of  my  go- 
u  vernment  to  judge;  and  1  cannot 
<(  permit  myfelf  to  decide  at  all/' 
And  then  immediately  adds — “  In 
a  few  days  I  flxa.ll  have  the  honour 
“  of  feeing  you,  and  of  taking  the 
“  neceflary  meafures  in  order  to 
“  commence  the  bufinefs  relative 
41  to  the  digefling  the  new  treaty, 
“  and  new  conlular  convention.” 
The-  Britifh  treaty  then  did  not  ob- 
ilrud  the  negociation ;  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  which  might  have  been 
agreed  on,  and  the  articles  drawn 
into  form  to  be  fubmitted  to  the 
yefpedive  governments,  for  that  was 
all  the  refpedive  negociators  were 
authorized  to  do.  Will  the  minifters 
of  the  French  republic  never  ceafe 
to  reproach  us  with  “  ingratitude  ?” 
If  indeed  France  wrought  as  well  as 
“  guaranteed  the  independence  of 
<£  the  United  States,”  as  Mr.  Adet 
alferts,  “  at  a  time  when  fhe  might, 
H  as  the  price  of  that  very  inde- 
u  pendence,  have  granted  them  lefs 
liberal  conditions,”  our  obligations 
are  greater  than  we  have  hitherto 
imagined.  But  it  is  time  tliat  thefe 
'  claims  to  our  gratitude  were  inves¬ 
tigated,  and  their  extent  afbertained. 
We  have  citizens  yet  alive,  who 
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were  adors  and  witnefies  of  the  de¬ 
claration  of  our  independence,  and 
of  the  efforts  to  maintain  it,  with 
their  effects,  prior  to  our  treaty  with 
France.  But  laying  no  ftrefs  on  our 
own  recollections  or  confciousnels, 
we  will  relort  to  the  teftimony  of 
France  herfelf. 

France,  by  her  minifter  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Noailles,  having,  in  the  de- 
clarationof  the  13th  of  March  1778, 
which  I  have  already  quoted,  an¬ 
nounced  to  the  court  of  London,  the 
treaty  of  friendfhip  and  commerce 
fhe  had  formed  with  the  United 
States ;  and  that  to  maintain  the 
commerce  of  his  fubjeds  with  them, 
which  was  the  objed  of  that  treaty, 
his rnoft chriflian  majeftyhad  “taken 
“  eventual  meafures  in  concert  with 
“  the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
“  rica;”  that  court  publifhed  a  juftifi- 
cative  memorial,  to  vindicate  to  the 
world  the  war  fhe  had  determined  to 
wage  againft  France.  In  the  obierva- 
tions  of  the  court  of  France  on  this 
Britifli  memorial,  we  find  the  fol¬ 
lowing  declarations  on  the  part  of 
France*.  “  While  the  ambafiador 
4‘  of  England  put  the  king's  patience 
“  to  the  flrongell  proofs,  and  while 
u  the  court  of  London  was  conftantly 
“  repeating  denials  of  juftice  to  his 
u  majefty’s  fubjeds,  at  the  fame  time 
u  that  the  Bntilh  officers  continued 
“  to  defolate  them  011  the  fea,  an 
“  event  came  to  pafs  in  America, 
u  which  efifentially  changed  the  face 
“  of  things  in  that  quarter  of  the 
“  world.  This  event  was  the  defeat 
“  of  the  army  under  General  Bur- 
“  goyne.  T^he  news  of  this  unex- 
“  peded  difafler,  which  arrived  in 
“  Europe  in  November  1777?  a^t0“ 
“  nifhed  the  Britifh  minifters,  and 
“  mull  have  the  more  fenfibly  afieded 
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“  them,  as  it  overthrew  the  flan  they 
“  had  laid  for  the  reduction  of  the 
“  colonies .”  The  obfervations  then 
fuggeft,  that  this  great  event  in¬ 
duced,  in  the  Britilh  cabinet,  the 
idea  of  conciliation  with  America, 
and  of  a  coalition  againft  the  crown 
of  France,  in  revenge  for  the  fup- 
pofed  aid  rendered  by  her  to  the 
United  States;  and  to  “gratify 
their  molt  dear  and  cooftant  with 
“  — That  of  humbling  France*/’  It 
was  natural  for  the  Britilh  tainiftry, 
unable  to  fubdue  her  colonies,  to  leek 
to  be  reconciled  to  them,  and  to 
engage  them  to  efpoufe  her  reient- 
ment.  They  might  fo  much  the 
more  flatter  themfelves  that  they 
fhould  fucceed  herein,  as  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  France,  with  regard  to 
the  American  privateers,  and  cjpe- 
cially  the  di/like  the  king  had  at  all 
times  manifejied  to  any  engagement 
with  the  congrefs ,  mult  have  given 
difguft  and  diffatisfa&ion  to  their 
deputies,  and  induce  them,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  well  known  averfion, 
to  feek  even  in  England,  the  fafety 
of  their  country,  when  they  failed  to 
find  it  in  France. 

“  f  The  king,  well  informed  of  the 
“  plan  of  the  court  of  London,  and 
“  of  the  preparations,  which  were 
“  the  confequence  of  it,  perceived 
“  that  no  more  time  was  to  be  loft, 
“  if  he  would  prevent  the  deligns  of 
“  his  enemies  :  his  majefty  deter- 
“  mined,  therefore,  to  take  into 
“  confide  rati  on,  at  length ,  the  over- 
u  tures  of  the  congrefs! 

“  X  The  commiffioners  (from  the 
“  United  States)  propoled  to  the 
“  king  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
“  merce,  and  an  alliance  offenfive 
w  and  defenfive,  by  which  his  ma- 
“  jelty  fhould  engage,  not  only  to 
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“  acknowledge  limply  and  purely  the 
“  independence  of  the  United  States, 
“  but  alfo  to  guarantee  and  defend 
“  it  by  force  of  arms.  The  king  or- 
“  dered  an  anfwer  to  be  given,  That 
“  he  could  indeed  look  upon  the  in. 
“  dependence  of  the  United  States 
“  as  exifting  ;  but  that  it  did  not 
“  belong  to  him  to  acknowledge  it, 
“  becaule  he  had  not  any  right  to 
“  judge  of  it;  neither  could  he  gua- 
“  rantee  it,  as  he  did  not  intend  to 
“  enter  into  a  war  for  its  fupport . 
“  His  majefty,  in  confequence,  re- 
“  fufed  an  offenfive  alliance,  and 
“  confined  himfelf  to  the  treaty  of 
“  amity  and  commerce.  But  as  it 
u  was  more  than  probable  that  the 
u  court  of  London  had  formed  the 
“  defign  of  attacking  France,  his  ma- 
“  jefty  thought  he  ought  to  enter 
“  into  an  alliance  with  fhe  United 
“  States  eventual  and  purely  defen - 
“five.  The  ftipulations  contained  in 
“  this  fecond  treaty  are  in  fubftance, 
i:  that  if  France  Jhould  be  attacked 
“  by  the  court  of  London,  before 
“  the  ceffation  of  hoftilities  between 
“  that  court  and  its  colonies,  then 
“  the  king  and  the  United  States 
“  fhould  mutually  aflift  each  other 
“  againft  the  common  enemy ;  that 
“  the  king  fhould  guarantee  the  in** 
“  dependence  and  fovereignty  of  the 
“  United  States ;  and  that  he 
“  fhould  not  lay  down  his  arms  till 
“  it  fhould  be  acknowledged  by 
“  Great  Britain/’ 

Thus  it  is  manifeft  that  the  Uni  ted 
States  were  to  be  left  ftill  to  fight 
their  own  battles,  unlefs  Great  Britain 
Jhould  chuje  to  increaft  the  number  of 
her  enemies,  by  attacking  France  ;  in 
which  cafe,  it  would  be  as  truly  the 
intereft  of  France,  as  of  the  United 
States,  to  make  it  a  common  caufe* 
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“  *  This  laft  treaty  remained  se- 
44  cret,  becaufe  it  was  not  in  force 
“  at  the  time  of  concluding  it ;  but 
44  that  of  commerce  was  notified  at 
“  the  court  of  London,  March  13th 
44  1778.”  The  firft  words  of  the  no¬ 
tification  are  thefe — 44  the  United 
“  States  of  North  America,  who  are 
u  in  full  poffellion  of  independence,” 
&c.  The  whole  paragraph  has  been 
already  quoted.  The  notification 
farther  exprefied,  44  that  the  king 
“  being  determined  To  protect  eflec- 
44  tually  the  lawful  commerce  of  his 
“  fubjeds,  and  to  maintain  the  dig- 
44  nity  of  his  flag ;  his  majefty  has 
“  in  confequence  taken  eventual 
44  meafures,  in  concert  with  the 
“  United  States  of  North  America  ” 
The  court  of  London  chofe  to  con- 
fider  this  notification  as  a  declaration 
of  war,  of  which  they  accufe  the 
king  as  being  the  author,  and  repre¬ 
fen  t  him,  as  the  violator  of  laws 
divine  and  human,  &c.  &c. 

44  The  ad,  however,  which  has 
44  drawn  upon  the  king  fuch  odious 
44  imputations,  has,  for  its  foundation, 
“  two  incontestible  truths ;  the  firft, 
“  that  at  the  period  of  the  6th  Fe- 
44  bruary  1778,  the  Americans  had 
iL  the  public  pojfejjion  of  their  inde - 
44  pendence ;  the  fecond,  that  the 
44  king  had  the  right  to  look  upon 
44  this  independence  as  exifting  with- 
“  out  being  obliged  to  examine  the 
44  legality  of  it,  and  that  no  law  for- 
44  bade  him  to  form  connections  with 
44  the  Americans.” 

The  obfervations  then  reciting, 
that  the  fruitlefs  attempts  ot  the 
colonies  to  obtain  redrefs  from  the 
mother  country,  in  the  mode  of  1  up- 
plication,  had  induced  them  to 
league  together  to  maintain  their 

•  Obf.  p.  69.  t  Obf.  p.  78. 
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privileges  fword  in  hand ;  and  form 
after  to  publifh  tha  folemn  ad, 
whereby  they  declared  themfelves 
independent,  fay,f — 44  This  ad, 
44  which  is  of  the  4th  of  July  1776* 
“  induced  the  court  of  London  ta 
44  give  way  to  her  refentment ;  flie 
44  difplayed  her  power  to  chaftife 
44  the  Americans,  and  to  reduce 
44  them  by  conquefl.  But  what  has 
44  been  the  fruit  of  their  efforts  ? 
44  Have  they  not  ferved  to  demon • 
44  f  rate  to  America,  to  all  Europe, 
4‘  and  to  the  court  of  London  her- 
44  felf,  her  impotence,  and  the  im- 
44  pojjibility  of  her  ever  hereafter 
44  bringing  the  Americans  again  un- 
44  der  her  poke!" — That  fhe  had 
given  this  demonftration  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  is  evident  by  the  manner  in 
which  eongrefs  received  the  concili¬ 
atory  bills ,  haftily  fent  from  the 
court  of  London  to  America,  and 
communicated  by  lord  and  general 
Howe.  Congrefs  were  then  informed 
of  the  treaties,  which  their  com- 
miflioners  had  lately  concluded  at 
Paris.  Yet  confident  in  the  flrength 
andfpiritof  theircountry,  and  of  the 
inability  of  Britain  to  fubdue  it, 
they  J  refolved  unanimonfy  to  reject 
thefe  overtures  for  peace  and  con¬ 
ciliation,  and  to  hold  no  conference 
or  treaty  with  any  commifiioners  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs,  as 
a  preliminary,  they  withdrew  their 
fleets  and  armies,  or  in  pofitive 
terms,  acknowledged  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  thefe  hates.  Again,  ||  45  it 
44  is  fufficient  for  the  juftification  of 
44  his  majefty,  that  the  colonies 
44  which  form  a  nation  confiderable, 
44  as  well  for  the  number  of  their 
44  inhabitants,  as  for  the  extent  of 
44  their  dominion,  have  ejlablijhed 

$  Journals  of  Congrefs,  22  April  1778. 
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“  their  independence,  not  only  by  a 
“  folemn  declaration,  but  alfo  inf  aft; 
“  and  that  they  have  fupported  it 
i(  againft  the  efforts  of  their  mother 
“  country.  Such  was,  in  efleft,  the 
fituation  of  the  United  States, 
“  when  the  king  began  to  negociate 
<£  with  them.  His  majefty  had  full 
“  liberty  of  confidering  them  as  in- 
u  dependent,  or  as  the  fubje&s  of 
“  Britain.  He  chofe  the  firft  part, 
“  becaufe  ins  safety,  the  inter- 
“  est  of  ms  people,  invariable 
policy,  and  above  all,  the  fecret 
u  projefts  of  the  court  of  London, 
“  imperioujbj  laid  him  under  the  ne- 
f‘  cejjity .’* — The  fecret  projefts ,  here 
referred  to,  were  thofe  of  reconcili¬ 
ation,  on  terms  which  might  fatisfy 
the  United  States,  and  produce  a 
reunion  and  coalition  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  falling  upon  France.  To 
avoid  the  rifk  of  this  combined  at¬ 
tack,  to  avoid  greater  danger  in  fu¬ 
ture,  by  preventing  the  poflibility  of 
uniting  again  the  great  portions  of 
the  Britifh  empire,  Jeparated  inf  aft , 
and  thus  effentially  to  diminifh  its 
power, were  the  avowed  inducements 
with  the  court  of  France  to  confider 
the  United  States  as  independent. 

'  Having  hated  thefe  things,  they* 
afk  if  there  is  a  foverei^n,  who, 
“  in  the  fame  fituation  with  his  ma- 
“  jelly,  would  not  have  imitated  his 
**  example ?” 

Again  f  — “  He  (the  king  of 
4<  France)  had  the  right  to  confider 
as  independent  the  confederate  in- 
“  habitants  of  tin  immenfe  conti- 
“  nent,  who  prefented  themfelves  to 
“  him  with  this  character ;  efpe- 
“  daily  after  their  ancient  fovereign 
had  demonji rated,  by  efforts  as 
a  continual  as  painful,  the  impojji- 


“  bility  of  bringing  them  back  to 
“  obedience .’* 

“  J  To  complete  the  jullification 
“  of  his  majefty,  nothing  remains 
“  but  to  examine,  whether  what 
“  are  called  reafons  of  fate ,  could 
“  have  determined  his  majefty  to 
“  connect  himfelf  with  the  Ameri- 
“  cans.  To  treat  this  queftion  with 
“  all  the  clearness  of  which  it  is  iuf- 
“  ceptible,  the  political  intereft  of 
“  France  muft  be  viewed  under  two 
a  different  relations ;  the  firlt  re- 
“  fpects  the  other  powers  of  Europe ; 
“  the  fecond  refpe&s  Great  Britain.” 

“  In  treating  with  the  Americans, 
u  after  they  became  independent ,  the 
u  king  exercifed  the  right  inherent 
“  in  his  fovereignty,  with  no  other 
u  view  than  to  put  an  end  to  the  pre - 
(i  dominant  power ,  which  England 
(<  abnfcd  in  every  quarter  of  the 
tl  globe.’*  The  obfervations  then  fug¬ 
ged,  that  by  this  condu6t  the  king  has 
effentially  watched  over  the  inlereltof 
ail  the  fovereigns  of  Europe  |[,  “  by 
11  contributing  to  reftrain  a  power, 
if  which  has  always  carried  to  ex- 
“  cefs  the  abufe  of  her  refources.” 

The  court  of  London  having 
charged  the  king  of  France  with 
ambition,  and  the  project  of  demo- 
li/hing  the  power  of  England,  by  his 
engagements  with  the  Americans, 
the  obfervations  declare,  that  § 
“  Nothing  more  will  be  difcovered 
“  in  them  (his  engagements  with 
“  the  United  States)  on  the  molt 
“  accurate  fcrutiny,  than  a  diminu - 
“  tion  of  this  power,  a  diminution 
a  which  England  has  herfelf  pro- 
“  voked,  by  acondud  the  molt  unjulF 
“  and  moft  irregular,  and  which  the 
“  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  Europe 
a  have  for  a  long  time  required.” 


#  Obs.  p.  78.  t  Obs.  p.  82.  t  Obs.  p*  88.  |1  Ohs.  p.  89.  $  Obs.  p.  90. 
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u  *  The  moft  vigilant  and  con- 
u  fummate  prudence  could  not  de- 
6C  vife  adequate  precautions  again!! 
“  the  enterprizes  of  fuch  a  power ; 
“  fo  that  the  only  means  of  being 
,l  fecured  from  it,  was  to  feize  the 
(i  opportunity  of  diminifhing  it!’ 

“  f  It  may  then  be  truly  faid, 
“  that  on  examination  of  the  con- 
“  dud  of  the  king — it  was  not  only 
“  juft  and  lawful,  but  even  necefdry, 
ii  as  well  for  the  individual  inter ef 
4<  of  France ,  as  for  that  of  all 
Europe.” 

I  will  trouble  you  with  but  one 
more  extraft  from  the  juftificatory 
observations  of  the  court  of  France. 
il  |  To  deceive  the  other  nations 
with  regard  to  the  real  motives, 
**  which  have  direfted  the  conduft 
u  of  the  king,  the  Britilh  miniftry 
“  maintain,  that  he  entered  into 
“  treaty  with  the  Americans,  not 
tc  becaufe  he  feared  the  fecret  views 
“  of  Great  Britain,  but  becaufe  he 
u  forefaw  that  the  Americans  de- 
“  feated,  difcouraged,  without  fup- 
u  port  and  without  refources,  were 
ie  about  to  return  to  their  mother 
u  country  ;  and  that  there  was  not 
“  a  moment  to  be  loft  in  reanimat- 
11  ing  and  confirming  them  in  their 
u  oppofition.  It  was  without  doubt, 
for  the  fake  of  this  affertion, 
that  the  Britilh  miniftry  have 
u  thought  it  beneath  the  dignity  of 
ti  their  foverei°n  to  fearch  for  the 

s. 

“  period  at  which  .  France  formed 
“  connexions  with  the  United  States; 
“  it  might  with  greater  truth  be  laid, 
“  that  this  refearch  d'd  not  coincide 
a  with  their  plan  of  defence.  The 
“  king  is  willing  to  fpare  the  Britilh 
“  miniftry  a  talk  fo  difagreeable  and 
a  embarraffing,  by  obferving  for 

*  Qbs.  p.  PI. 


i{  them,  that  the  converfations 
which  led  to  the  treaties  of  the 
6th  of  February  1778,  were  con - 
“  fiderably  poferior  to  the  capitula- 
“  tion  of  general  Burgoyne.  Now  it 
“  is  notorious,  that  this  event  ele- 
“  vated  the  courage  and  hopes  of 
<c  the  Americans  as  much  as  it 
dejeXed  the  Britilh  nation,  and 
u  principally  the  court  of  London. 
a  If  then  the  king  has  liltened  to 
a  the  propofitions  of  congrefs,  after 
“  this  period ,  fo  difaftrous  to  the 
‘‘  Britilh,  it  has  not  been ,  and  could 
u  not  have  been  for  any  other  red  foil, 
u  but  becaufe  he  thought  with  the 
u  United  States,  that  their  hide • 
u  pendence  was  thenceforward  irre - 
u  vocable 

In  thefe  extracts  from  the  ob¬ 
fervations  of  the  court  of  France, 
we  fee  an  open  avowal  of  her  mo¬ 
tives  for  entering  into  treaties  with 
the  United  States  during  our  revo¬ 
lution;  but  do  fuch  motives  afford 
any  ftrong  claims  to  our  gratitude? 
She  rejoiced  at  the  profped  of  a  final 
feparation  of  the  thirteen  colonies 
from  Great  Britain  :  fhe  faw  them 
erected,  by  their  folemn  declaration, 
into  independent  ftates: — But  during 
near  three  years  of  conteft,  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  waiting  for  foine  fortunate 
event,  that  lliould  enfure  liability 
and  ultimate  fuccels  to  our  enter- 
prize.  This  event  took  place  in  the 
capture  of  a  whole  Britilh  army. 
“  Then  the  king  liltened  to  the  pro- 
u  pofitions  of  congrefs,  becaufe  he 
“  thought  with  the  United  States, 
il  that  their  independence  was  irre- 
“  vocable.”  He  then  Seated  with 
the  Americans  with  no  other  view, 
than  to  put  an  end  to  the  predomi¬ 
nant  power  which  England  exer- 

$  Obs.  p.  95.  96, 
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tiled  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

“  A  diminution  of  this  power  (fays 
u  the  king)  the  tranquillity  and  hap- 
**  pinels  (>f  Europe  have  for  a  long 
“  time  required  “  The  only  means 
“  of  being  fecured  from  it,  was  to 
“  feize  the  opportunity  of  dhnini/hing 
“  it :  and  he  did  feize  it,  becaufe  his 
“fifty,  the  inter  eft  of  his  people , 
“  invariable  policy,  and  above  all, 
“  the  fecret  projects  of  the  court  of 
Ai  London  imperioufy  laid  him  under 
“  the  necefity.” 

After  tbefe  repeated  declarations 
of  the  court  of  France,  that  her  only 
view  in  contracting  engagements 
with  the  United  States,  was  to  di- 
minifh  the  Britifh  power,  and  there¬ 
by  promote  the  fafety  and  intereft  of 
her  own  people,  and  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe  ;  very  unexpected  indeed 
are  the  modern  claims  of  boundlefs 
and  perpetual  gratitude.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  animated  as  we  always  have 
been  with  fmcere  defires  to  main¬ 
tain  tliofe  ufeful  and  friendly  con¬ 
nections  with  France,  which  had 
their  foundation  in  our  revolution, 
we  Ihould  have  remained  blent  on 
thele  claims,  had  not  the  frequency 
and  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  urged,  compelled  their  difcuf- 
fion.  We  are  not  now  difpofed  to 
queftion  the  importance  of  the  aid 
we  actually  derived  from  France,  in 
the  war  of  our  revolution ;  nor  to 
retraCl  the  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ments  that  all  America  has  from 
that  time  offered  to  that  nation : 
we  were  in  the  habit  of  expreffing 
our  gratitude  to  her  for  the  benefits 
which  we  received,  although  they 
refulted  from  her  exertions  to  ad¬ 
vance  her  own  interef,  and  to  fecure 
her  own  fafety.  But  if  thoi'e  benefits 
had  been  rendered  from  pure  bene¬ 
volence,  from  difinterefed  good  will 
to  vs.  and  we  had  been  remifs  in 
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acknowledging  them,  is  it  the  part 
of  generofity,  of  magnanimity,  con- 
flantly  to  upbraid  the  receivers  of 
their  favours  with  ingratitude  ?  Do 
not  fuch  reproaches  cancel  the  ob¬ 
ligation?  but  if  for  favours  appa¬ 
rently  generous,  fubfantial  returns 
are  demanded,  the  fuppofed  liberal 
a&  degenerates,  and  becomes  a  mer¬ 
cenary  bargain. 

If  fuch  only  are  the  motives  for 
our  gratitude  towards  France,  at 
the  commencement  of  her  political 
and  commercial  connections  with 
us,  in  the  mid  ft  of  our  war  with 
Great  Britain,  what  more  can  we 
difcover  at  the  conclufion  of  that 
war  ?  Let  us  examine.  * 

In  1781,  with  the  aMi fiance  of  a 
French  army  by  land,  and  a  power¬ 
ful  fleet  at  fea,  a  fecond  Britifh  army 
was  captured. 

This  event  made  even  the  Britifh 
government  defpair  of  bringing  the 
United  States  again  under  her  fub- 
jeCtion.  The  miniltry  was  changed : 
and  the  parliament  palled  an  aCt  to 
authorize  the  king  to  make  peace. 
In  the  fummer  of  1782,  an  agent  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  repaired  to 
Paris,  to  negociate  with  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  United  States. 
For  fome  time  Dr.  Franklin,  and 
Mr.  Jay,  were  alone  at  Paris.  The 
commiffion  to  Mr.  Ofwald,  (the 
Britifh  negociator)  authorized  him 
to  treat  of  and  conclude  a  peace,  or 
truce, with  any  commifiioner  or  cora- 
miffioners,  named  or  to  be  named 
by  the  colonies  or  plantations  of 
New  Hampfhire,  &c.  (naming  the 
thirteen)  or  with  any  of  them 
feparately,  with  parts  of  them,  or 
with  any  perfons  whatfoever.  Mr, 
Jay  was  not  fatisfied  with  this  com- 
miffion  to  Mr.  Ofwald.  The  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  United  State* 
was  no  where  intimated.  Agreeably 
*  M  m  4  to 


536*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


to  their  inftrudlions  from  congrefs, 
to  take  advice  of  the  court  of 
France,  the  commiffioners  commu¬ 
nicated  Mr.  Ofw aid’s  commiffion  to 
the  prime  minifter,  the  count  de  Ver- 
gerines.  The  count  expreffed  his 
opinion  that  the  commiffion  was 
fufficient ;  that  it  was  fuch  an  one, 
as  we  might  have  expected  it  would 
Te :  “  that  an  acknowledgment  of 
“  our  independence,  inftead  of  pre- 
u  ceding ,  rmffi,  in  the  natural  courfe 
“  of  things,  be  the  effedt  of  the 
“  treaty.”  This  opinion  the  count 
continued  from  time  to  time  to  re¬ 
peat.  In  ffiort,  “It  was  evident 
“  the  count  did  not  wiffi  to  fee  our 
u  independence  acknowledged  by 
41  Britain,  until  they  had  made  all 
u  their  ufes  of  us.”  Mr.  Jay  Hill 
continued  unmoved.  He  conferred 
with  Mr.  Ofwald,  and  “  urged  in  the 
“  ftrongefl  terms,  the  great  impro- 
“  priety,  and  confequently  the  utter 
u  impoffibility  of  our  ever  treating 
u  with  Great  Britain  on  any  other 
“  than  an  equal  footing  ;  and  told 
“  him  plainly,  that  he  (Mr.  Jay) 
“  would  have  no  concern  in  any  ne- 
“  gociation,  in  which  we  were  not 
“  confidered  as  an  independent 
4£  people 

It  was  on  this  occafion  that  Mr. 
Ofwald  communicated  to  Mr.  Jay, 
pthis  article  of  his  inftru&jons 
“  In  cafe  you  find  the  American 
“  commiffioners  are  not  at  liberty 
“  to  treat  on  any  terms  Ihort  of  in- 

dependence,  you  are  to  declare  to 

them,  that  you  have  our  authority 
“  to  make  that  ceffion;  our  ardent 
s*  with  for  peace  difpofing  us  to  pur- 
“  chafe  it  at  the  price  of  acceding  to 
“  the  complete  independence  of  the 
“  thirteen  colonies.” 

The  Britifii  minillry  approved  of 
this  communication ;  but  hill  were 
for  treating  with  us  as  colonies ,  and 


making  an  acknowledgment  of  our 
independence  only  aji  article  of  the 
treaty .  Mr.  Jay’s  difeernment  dis¬ 
covered  the  fource  of  the  backward- 
nets  at  this  time  in  the  Britifii  court, 
to  admit  our  independence  precious 
to  the  negotiating  of  the  treaty  ; 
and  mentioned  it  with  his  reafons  to 
Mr.  Ofwald;  who,  far  from  contra¬ 
dicting  Mr.  Jay’s  inference,  told 
him  a  fact  which  confirmed  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  it  originated  in  the  court 
of  France,  and  was  communicated 
to  that  of  London,  by  the  Britifii 
commiffioner  then  in  Paris,  to  treat 
of  peace  between  France  and  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  Jay  then  explained 
to  Mr.  Ofwald  what  he  fuppofed  to 
be  the  natural  policy  of  the  French 
court,  and  fhewed  him,  “  that  it 
“  was  the  interefl  of  Britain  to  ren- 
“  der  us  as  independent  on  France, 
“  as  we  were  refolved  to  be  on 
“  Britain.”  Mr.  Ofwald  was  con¬ 
vinced.  Mr.  Jay  reminded  him  of 
the  feveral  refolutions  of  congrefs, 
palled  at  different  periods,  not  to 
treat  with  Britifii  commiffioners  on 
any  other  footing  than  that  of  abfo- 
lute  independence  ;  and  propofed  to 
give  him  in  writing  what  he  had 
before  expreffed  in  converfation  ;  his 
determination  not  to  treat  but  on  the 
footing  of  equality .  Mr.  Ofwald 
preferred  having  it  in  writing.  Mr* 
Jay  prepared  the  draught  of  a  letter, 
to  be  figned  by  him  and  Dr. 
Franklin,  expreffing  their  determi¬ 
nation  not  to  treat  but  on  terms  of 
equality,  as  an  independent  nation  ; 
and  exhibiting  the  reafons  of  this 
determination.  Dodlor  Franklin 
thought  the  letter  “  rather  to©  poff- 
“  tive,  and  therefore  rather  impru- 
“  dent;  for  that  in  cafe  Britain 
“  fliould  remain  firm,  and  future rcir- 
4<  cumfcances  fliould  compel  dis  to 
“  fubmit  to  their  mode  of  treating, 
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44  we  ftiould  do  it  with  an  ill  grace, 
u  after  fach  a  decided  and  peremp- 
14  tory  refufal.”  Betides  the  doCtor 
teemed  much  perplexed  and  fettered 
by  the  inftruCtions  from  congrefs,  to 
be  guided  by  the  advice  of  the  French 
court .  Neither  of  thefe  confider- 
ations  affeCted  Mr.  Jay.  For  as  to 
the  firft,  he  could  not  conceive  of 
any  event  which  would  render  it 
proper,  and  therefore  poflible  for 
America  to  treat  in  any  other  cha¬ 
racter  than  as  an  independent  na¬ 
tion.  And  as  to  the  fecond,  he 
could  not  believe  that  congrefs  in¬ 
tended  they  diould  follow  any  advice 
which  might  be  repugnant  to  their 
dignity  and  interejl. 

£)o6tor  Franklin's,  doubts  pre¬ 
vented  this  letter  being  figned.  Mr, 
Ofwald  was  difappointed,  and  de- 
fired  to  fee  the  draught.  He  law  it, 
and  requeued  a  copy  of  it.  After 
taking  time  for  confideration,  Mr. 
Jay  complied  with  the  requeit. 
u  For,  though  unligned,  it  would 
44  convey  to  the  Britilh  miniftry  the 
u  fentiments  and  opinions  he  wifhed 
44  to  imprefs  ;  and  if  finally  they 
44  fhould  not  be  content  to  treat  with 
44  us  as  independent,  they  were  not 
“■  yet  ripe  for  peace,  or  treaty  with 
44  us.  Beddes  he  could  not  be  per- 
u  funded  that  Great  Britain,  after 
“  what  the  houfe  of  commons  had 
“  declared,  after  various  other  aCts 
44  of  that  government  manifefting 
“  the  intention  to  acknowledge  it, 
u  would  perfift  in  refufmg  to  admit 
“  our  independence,  provided  they 
“  really  believed  that  we  had  firmly 
44  refolved  not  to  treat  on  more 
“  humble  terms.” 

With  the  copy  of  this  draught  Mr. 
Jay  gave  Mr.  Ofwald  copies  of  the 
various  refolutions  of  congrefs,  which 
evinced  their  adherence  to  her  in¬ 
dependence.  Thefe  papers  Mr,  Of¬ 


wald  fent  by  exprefs  to  London, 
and  warmly  recommended  the  i  fitting 
a  new  commidion,  to  remove  all 
further  delay. 

Mr.  Jay  having  afterwards  afce re¬ 
tained  that  the  count  de  Vergennes 
had  fent  a  confidential  agent  to 
London,  but  whofe  journey  was  in¬ 
tended  to  have  been  a  fecret,  for 
purpofes  evidently  hoftile  to  tbe 
intereflsof  the  United  States,  deter¬ 
mined  immediately  to  counteract 
the  project,  by  an  agent  on  whom 
he  could  rely,  to  make  to  the  court 
of  London  fuch  reprefentations  as 
he  thought  the  occafion  demanded, 
lie  fucceeded;  and  in  about  two 
weeks,  Mr.  Ofwald  received  a  new 
commiflion,  in  the  form  for  which 
Mr.  Jay  had  contended. 

Mr.  Jay  remarked,  that  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  declaration  of  indepen¬ 
dence,  the  United  States,  as  free  and 
independent,  had  full  power  to  levy 
war,  conclude  peace ,  contraCl  alli¬ 
ances,  &c.  That  by  the  aCt  of  con¬ 
federation,  the  ftyle  of  the  confede¬ 
racy  was  declared  to  be,  the  United 
States  of  America ,  and  by  that  aCt, 
congrefs  were  vefted  with  the  foie 
and  exclufive  right  and  power  of  de¬ 
termining  on  peace  and  war,  and  of 
entering  into  treaties  and  alliances  ; 
that  being  of  right  and  in  faCt  free 
and  independent  hates,  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  congrefs  granted  a 
commidion  to  certain  gentlemen,  of 
whom  doClor  Franklin  and  he  were 
two,  in  their  name ,  to  confer,  treat, 
and  conclude  with  ambaffadors,  or 
commidi  oners  vefted  with  equal 
powers,  relating  to  the  eftahlifbmenfc 
of  peace,  &c.  But  the  firft  com¬ 
midion  to  Mr.  Ofwald  was  not  equi¬ 
valent  :  the  United  States  were  not 
named  in  it;  nor  their  commidioners, 
who  confequently  were  not  the  per- 
fons  with  whom  Mr.  Ofwald  was 

authorized 
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authorised  to  treat.  And  if  the 
commiffioners  had  contented  to  treat 
with  Mr.  Ofwald  under  fuch  a  com- 
miffion,  what  would  have  been  the 
condition  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  interval  be¬ 
tween  the  commencement  of  the 
negociation  and  the  conclufion  of 
peace  ;  they  would  have  been  not 
independent  citizens ;  but  by  our 
own  acknowledgment,  Britijh  fub- 
jefts  !  Mr.  Jay  would  not  content 
to  this  degradation,  after  we  had 
maintained  our  independence  fix 
years,  after  we  had  eftablithed  it  in 
fad,  and  after  congrefs  had  by  firm 
and  repeated  reflations  refufed  to 
treat  with  Great  Britain,  unlefs  as 
ia  preliminary ,  the  withdrew  her 
fleets  and  armies,  orelfe  in  poftive 
and  exprefs  terms  acknowledged  the 
independence  of  the  United  States. 
At  the  fame  time  congrefs  mani- 
fefted  their  readinefs  to  attend  to 
fuch  terms  of  peace,  as  might  con- 
flit  with  the  honour  of  independent 
nations  ;  but  the  honour  of  an  inde¬ 
pendent  nation  forbade  their  treating 
in  a  fub ordinate  capacity.  Even  the 
dignity  of  France,  who  four  years 
before  treated  with  us  as  an  indepen¬ 
dent  nation,  required  that  we  fhould 
not  degrade  ourfeives  when  going  to 
treat  with  her  enemy.  And  why 
then  fhould  her  minifters  defire  us  to 
do  it  ?  Efpecially  when  the  treaty 
of  defenfive  alliance  declared  “  the 
effential  and  dired  end  of  it  was 
“  to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty, 
fovereignty,  and  independence,  ab- 
,£  folute  and  unlimited, of  the  United 
“  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  go- 
u  vcrmnent  as  of  commerce.’*  There 
were  feveral  reafons.  The  two  par¬ 
ties,  France  and  the  United  States, 
engaged  not  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  until  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  fhould  be  attained. 


The  explicit  acknowledgment  of 
their  independence  by  Great  Britain 
would  fliew,  that  for  the  effentiai 
and  dired  objed  of  the  alliance 
there  was  no  neceflity  of  continuing 
the  war.  But  lince  making  this 
treaty  of  alliance  with  the  United 
States,  France  had  formed  other 
connections ,  with  whofe  views  we 
had  no  concern,  and  for  whofe  fake 
we  were  not  bound  to  poftpone  the 
offered  peace.  We  have  l’een  the 
explicit  avowal  of  the  king  of 
France,  That  he  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  with  a  view 
to  promote  the  fafety  of  his  king¬ 
dom  and  fubjeds,  by  diminishing 
the  power  of  England  ;  but  in  doing 
this,  and  eventually  facilitating  our 
independence  on  Great  Britain,  it 
became  apparent,  that  there  would 
be  no  objedion  to  our  dependence 
on  France,  particularly  in  “  leaving 
u  the  king  mafter  of  the  terms  of 
u  the  treaty  of  peace.”  And  to  keep 
us  thus  far  dependent  was  manifellly 
the  objed  of  certain  meafures  of  the 
French  court,  calculated  to  deprive 
the  United  States  of  an  immenfe 
weftern  territory ;  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Miffiffippi,and  of  the  fisheries, 
except  on  our  own  coaft.  A  com¬ 
bination  of  fads  and  circumffances 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  intentions  of 
the  French  court,  as  to  the  objects 
above  mentioned.  1  cannot  under¬ 
take  the  lengthy  detail,  and  will 
only  juft  mention  in  regard  to  terri¬ 
tory,  what  was  propofed  and  urged 
by  one,  whofe  official  Station  ren¬ 
dered  it  impoffible  to  believe,  that 
he  was  expreffing  only  his  own  len- 
timents  ;  or  that  he  was  not  ading 
by  the  diredion  of  the  French  court. 
He  propofed,  what  he  called  a  con¬ 
ciliatory  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain.  This  was  to  be¬ 
gin  at  the  division  of  Faff  from  Well 
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Florida,  and  run  thence  to  Fort 
Touloufe,  on  the  river  Alabama; 
thence  by  different  courfes  to  Cum¬ 
berland  river,  and  down  the  Cu in¬ 
land  to  the  Ohio.  It  was  infilled, 
that  the  United  States  could  have 
no  pretentions  weftward  of  this  line. 
That  44  as  to  the  courfe  and  naviga- 
.  “  tion  of  the  Miffiffippi,  they  fol- 
44  lowed  the  property,  and  would  be- 
i(  long  therefore  to  the  nation  to 
44  which  the  two  banks  belonged  : 

“  the  United  States  could  have  no 
44  pre tendons,  not  being  matters  of 
“  either  border  of  the  river  and 
that  44  as  to  what  refpeds  the  lands 
44  fituated  to  the  northward  of  the 
44  Ohio,  there  was  reafon  to  prefume 
44  that  Spain  could  form  no  preten- 
14  sions  thereto;  their  fate  muff  be  re- 
44  gulated  with  the  court  of  London.” 
It  is  certain  that,  originally,  Spain 
made  no  pretentions  to  any  lands 
eaftward  of  the  Miffiffippi  to  the 
northward  of  the  Floridas ;  and  it  is 
clear,  that  the  idea  of  her  finally 
making  the  claim  was  luggefted  by 
the  court  of  France. 

We  are  now  prepared  to  under¬ 
hand  the  declarations  made  in  the 
initructions  to  citizen  Genet,  minil- 
ter  plenipotentiary  from  the  French 
republic  to  the  United  States.  Ihefe 
inftrudions  are  dated  the  4th  ot 
January  1793,  and  were  publifhed 
in  December  of  that  year,  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  by  Mr.  Genet,  in  vindica¬ 
tion  of  his  extraordinary  meafures, 
which  had  induced  our  government 
to  defire  his  recal.  In  thefe  in- 
ffruftions  we  find  the  following  paf- 
fages.  “  The  executive  council  has 
44  called  for  the  inftrudions  given  to 
14  citizen  Genet’s  predeceffors  in 
“  America,  and  has  feen  in  them 
44  with  indignation,  that  at  the  very 
44  time  the  good  people  of  America 
44  expreffed  their  gratitude  to  us  in 
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44  the  molt  feeling  manner,  and  gave 
44  us  every  proof  of  their  iriend- 
44  fiiip,  Vergennes  and  Montmorin, 

44  thought  that  it  was  right  for 
44  France,  to  hinder  the  United 
44  States  from  taking  that  political 
44  liability  of  which  they  were  capa- 
44  ble ;  becaufe  they  would  foon 
44  acquire  a  ftrength,  which,  it  was 
44  probable  they  would  be  eager  to 
44  abufe.”  44  The  fame  Machiavelian 
44  principle  influenced  the  operations 
44  of  the  war  for  independence  :  The 
44  same  duplicity  reigned  over  the 
44  iiegociations  for  peace.” 

We  fee  then  that  in  forming  con- 
nedlions  with  us  in  1778,  the  court 
of  France,  the  afftual  organ  of  the 
nation,  had  no  regard  to  the  interefl 
of  the  United  States ;  but  that  their 
real  object  was,  by  seizing  the  occa- 
lion  of  difmetnbering  the  Britifh 
empire,  to  diminifh  the  power  of 
a  formidable  rival ;  and  that  when, 
after  we  had  carried  on  a  diftreffing 
war  for  feven  years,  the  great  objed 
for  which  we  had  contended,  inde¬ 
pendence,  was  within  our  reach, 
that  court  endeavoured  to  poftpone 
the  acknowledgment  of  it  by  Great 
Britain,  and  eventually  to  deprive 
us  of  its  faireft  fruits, — a  juft  extent 
of  territory,  the  navigation  of  the 
Miffiffippi,  and  the  fifhery. 

Such  being  the  motives  and  con- 
dud  of  France,  what  infpired  our 
truly  grateful  fentiments  towards 
that  nation  ?  The  ardent  affedion, 
the  fincere  friendfhip  of  Americans 
to  Frenchmen?  We  were  engaged  in 
a  common  caufe  againft  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. — We  received  loans  of  money  ; 
we  were  aided  by  troops  and  (hips,  in 
attacking  and  conquering  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy  in  the  bofom  of  our 
country  ;  and  this  affociation  in  war 
produced  acquaintances  and  perfonal 
friendfhips  ;  and  experiencing  thefe 
1 1  benefits 
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benefits  we  gave  way  to  our  feelings, 
without  enquiring  into  the  motives 
from  which  they  were  rendered. 

But  why  are  we  fo  often  reminded 
of  the  debt  of  gratitude  ?  Is  it  really 
becaufe  more  than  gratitude ; — Re- 
caufe  compenfation  is  expected  to 
cancel  it?  if  compenfation  is  the 
objed,  the  treaty  of  alliance  has 
abfolved  the  claim. — 44  The  eon- 
44  trading  parties  declare  that  being 
44  refolved  to  fulfil  each  on  its  own 
44  part,  the  claufes  and  conditions 
“  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  alliance, 
44  according  to  its  own  power  and 
44  cireumftances,  there  Jhall  be  no 
“  after  claim  of  compenfation ,  on 
44  one  fide,  or  the  other,  whatever 
44  may  be  the  event  of  the  war.7’ 

I  am  here  naturally  led  to  notice 
Mr.  Adet’s  charge  already  men¬ 
tioned  ;  that  we  have  not  offered  to 
France  the  fuccours  which  friend  flip 
might  have  given ,  without  compro¬ 
mising  the  government . 

If  Mr.  Adet  had  fpecifted  the 
hind  of  fuccours  which  might  thus 
have  been  offered,  we  could  better 
judge  of  the  corrednefs  of  his  afier- 
tion. 

But  is  it  true  that  we  have  ren¬ 
dered  no  fuccours  to  France?  Read 
the  following  pafiages  in  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate’s  letter  of  the  16th  of 
Auguft  1793,  to  Mr.  Morris.  “  We 
44  recoiled  with  fatisfadion  that  in 
44  the  courfe  of  two  years,  by  un- 
44  ceafing  exertions,  we  paid  up 
44  feven  years  arrearages  and  in- 
44  ftalments  of  our  debt  to  France, 
44  which  the  inefficacy  of  our  firft 
44  form  of  government  had  luffered 
44  to  be  accumulating;  that  preffing 
44  on  ftill  to  the  entire  fulfilment  of 
44  our  engagements,  we  have  faci- 
44  litated  to  Mr.  Genet,  the  effe& 
“  of  the  inftalments  of  the  prefent 
44  year,  to  enable  him  to  fend  relief 


“  to  his  fellow-citizens  in  France, 
44  threatened  with  famine ;  that  in 
“  the  firft  moment  of  the  infurrec- 
44  tion  which  threatened  the  colony 
44  of  St.  Domingo,  we  ftept  forward 
44  to  their  i  elief  with  arms  and  money, 
44  taking  freely  on  ourfelves  the  rifk 
44  of  an  unauthorized  aid,  when 
44  delay  would  have  been  denial; — - 
44  that  we  have  given  the  excluftve 
44  admiffion  to  fell  here  the  prizes 
44  made  by  F ranee  on  her  enemies 
44  in  the  prefent  war,  though  unfti- 
44  pulated  in  our  treaties,  and  un- 
44  founded  in  her  own  pradice,  or  in, 
44  that  of  other  nations,  as  we  be- 
44  lieve.” 

To  this  detail  I  have  to  add,  that 
of  all  the  loans  and  fupplies  received 
from  France  in  the  American  war, 
amounting  nearly  to  fifty-three  mil¬ 
lions  of  livres,  the  United  States 
under  their  late  government  had 
been  enabled  to  pay  not  two  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half  of  livres ;  that  the 
prefent  government,  after  paying  up 
the  arrearages  and  infialments,  men¬ 
tioned  by  Mr.  Jefferfon,  has  been 
continually  anticipating  the  fubfe- 
quent  inftalments,  until  in  the  year 
1795,  whole  of  our  debt  was 
difcliarged,  by  anticipating  the  pay¬ 
ments  of  eleven  millions  and  a  half 
of  livres ;  no  part  of  which  would 
have  become  due  until  the  2d  of 
September  1796,  and  then  only  one 
million  and  a  half ;  the  refidue  at 
fubfequent  periods  ;  the  laft  not  until 
the  year  1802. 

There  remain  yet  various  pafiages 
in  Mr.  Adet’s  notes  on  which  fome 
obfervations  are  to  be  made. 

In  my  letter  of  the  ift  November 
laft,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Adet’s  note  of 
Od.27tli,  in  which  he  communicated 
the  decree  of  the  executive  diredorv 
of  the  2d  of  July  laft,  declaring  that 
the  flag  of  the  republic  of  France 
f ?  fliouid 
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fhould  treat  tlie  flag  of  neutrals  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  thefe  flu  all  fuffer 
it  to  be  treated  by  the  Englifh,  I 
afked  an  explanation  of  the  decree, 
mentioning  the  circumftances,  which 
excited  doubts.  There  feemed  to 
be  fufficient  caufe  for  enquiry.  Had 
the  decree  referred  to  the  pajl  cap¬ 
tures  by  the  Englifh,  our  knowledge 
of  them  would  have  been  fome  guide 
in  forming  our  opinion  of  the  threat¬ 
ened  captures  by  the  French  :  but 
the  operation  of  the  decree  was  to 
depend  on  the  future  conduCt  of  the 
Englifh :  the  French  were  to  treat 
the  flag  of  neutrals  as  thefe  Jhall 
fuffer  it  to  be  treated  by  the  Englifh. 
As  this  could  not  be  afcertained 
beforehand,  we  wifhecl  to  know, 
whether  the  reftraints  then  exercifed 
by  the.Britifh  government,  were  con- 
fidered  as  of  a  nature  to  juflify  a  de¬ 
nial  of  thofe  rights  which  were 
pledged  to  us  by  our  treaty  with 
France  ?  Whether  the  orders  had 
actually  been  given  to  capture  the 
veflels  of  the  United  States?  And 
if  given,  what  were  the  precife 
terms  of  thofe  orders?  Mr.  Adet, 
in  his  reply,  fays,  that  I  appear  not 
to  have  underftood  either  the  decree 
of  the  directory,  or  his  note  which 
accompanied  it.  The  meaning  of 
the  decree  is  certainly  not  very  ob¬ 
vious.  The  manner  of  executing  it 
was  declared  to  depend  on  a  contin¬ 
gency, — The  future  conduct  of  the 
Englifh.  How  were  French  cruizers 
in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world  to 
determine,  what  was  the  conduCt  of 
the  Englifh  at  any  given  time?  If 
he  could  have  furniflied  a  copy  of 
the  orders  actually  given  to  French 
armed  veflels  under  the  decree,  we 
might  have  feen  clearly  what  were 
the  intentions  of  the  directory.  If 
we  are  to  take  the  practice  of  the 
French  armed  veflels,  and  of  fome 
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of  the  French  tribunals,  as  the  true 
illuftration  of  the  decree,  Mr.  Adet  s 
own  explanation  will  be  very  de¬ 
tective.  He  has  fpecified  only  two 
cafes.  The  taking  of  Englifh  (or 
any  other  enemy’s)  property  on 
board  American  veflels,  and  the 
feizure  of  all  the  goods  clafled  as 
contraband  in  our  treaty  with  Great 
Britain.  In  the  cafe  of  contraband 
goods,  the  feizure  of  them  is  lawful 
only  when  they  are  deftined  to  the 
ports  of  their  enemies ;  and  the 
contraband  goods  only  are  liable  to 
confilcation.  But  the  fpecial  agents 
of  the  directory  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
order  the  feizure  of  all  veflels  hav¬ 
ing  on  board  contraband  goods,  no 
matter  whether  deftined  to  an  ene¬ 
my’s  or  to  a  neutral,  or  even  to  a 
French  port ;  and  when  feized,  they 
confifcate  not  merely  the  contra¬ 
band  articles,  but  all  other  goods, 
and  the  veflel  herfelf  in  which  they 
are  laden.  They  alfo  aflign  in  their 
decrees  of  confifcation  another  caufe 
of  capture  and  condemnation, — 
That  the  American  veflel  has  failed 
to  or  from  a  port  in  pofleflion  of  the 
Englifh.  We  are  not  informed,  that 
the  Englifh  take  any  neutral  veflels 
for  this  caufe.  We  have  heard  of 
feveral  American  veflels  being  cap¬ 
tured  and  confifcated  by  the  French, 
merely  becaufe  they  had  not  a  fea- 
letter,  when  no  doubt  could  have 
been  entertained  of  the  property  be¬ 
ing  American.  Yet  it  is  conceived, 
that  the  want  of  a  fea-letter  was 
never  intended  to  exclude  other 
proofs  of  property. 

Further,  ought  we  to  have  ima* 
gined  that  the  executive  directory 
intended  to  leave  it  to  the  difcretion 
of  every  privateer,  and  of  every  in¬ 
ferior  tribunal,  to  judge  what  at  any 
tim efubfequcnt  to  their  decree  was 
the  actual  treatment  received  by 

American 
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American  veffels  from  the  Britilh? 
Ought  we  to  have  imagined  that 
the  decree  was  formed  in  iuch  inde¬ 
finite  terms  on  purpofe  to  give  icope 
to  arbitrary  conftruCtions,  and  con- 
fequently  for  unlimited  oppreffion? 
Ought  we  to  have  imagined  what 
Mr.  Adet  has  himfelf  declared'  to 
be  the  meaning  of  the  decree,  that 
the  French  armed  veiTeis  were  not 
to  content  themlelves  with  captur¬ 
ing  American  veffels,  having  Eng- 
li(h  property  or  contraband  goods 
on  board,  and  getting  fuch  property 
and  goods  condemned  by  their  tri¬ 
bunals  ;  but  if  any  Enghfii  com¬ 
manders  were  to  practice  44  vexa- 
44  tions  ”  towards  Americans,  that 
Frenchmen  were  to  do  the  fame  ? 
Ought  we  to  have  imagined,  that 
the  directory  intended  the  citizens 
of  France  (hould  be  encouraged  to 
take  revenge  on  their  friends  lor  the 
outrages  of  their  enemies?  And 
what  is  to  limit  thefe  vexations  ?  If 
one  Englifh  commander  in  a  hun¬ 
dred,  perversely  and  wantonly  abufes 
his  power,  is  every  French  officer  to 
become  his  rival  in  difhonour  ?  Or 
if  we  are  to  fuller  only  meafure  for 
meafure,  (and  furely  the  decree  goes 
not  beyond  this)  who  is  to  defignate 
the  every  hundredth  French  officer 
who  is  to  be  the  inftrument  of 
fimilar  oppreffion  ? 

But  French  armed  veffels  are  to 
make  all  thefe  captures,  in  violation 
of  the  treaty,  and  we  are  to  fuffer 
all  thefe  vexations,  in  violation  of 
reafon  and  humanity,  while  we  in- 
dure  them  from  the  Englilh  44  with- 
44  out  an  efficacious  oppofition  and 
what  oppofition  will  be  deemed 
efficacious  ?  For  all  captures  made 
by  the  Britiffi,  contrary  to  the  law 
Qf  nations,  we  have-  agreeably  to 
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that  law  demanded  fatisfa&ion.  The 
Britifh  have  engaged  to  make  us 
fatisfadlion  ;  and  commiffioners  are 
now  fitting  to  liquidate  thofe  de¬ 
mands.  What  oppofition  could  have 
been  more  efficacious?  What  further 
oppofition  can  be  lawful  ? 

Inftead  of  further  comments  on 
this  fubjeft,  let  me  prefent  to  you 
fome  paffages  in  Mr.  Adet’s  letter 
of  the  14th  of  July  179.V  this 
letter  he  communicated  to  the  lecre- 
tary  of  date  the  decree  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  public  fafety  ot  the  3d  of 
January  1  795  *,  repeating  the  5th 
article  of  toe  decree  of  the  15th  No¬ 
vember  1794 1-  The  latter  violated 
our  treaty,  by  fubjecting  the  property 
of  the  enemies  of  France  on  board 
American  veffels  to  capture,  and  by 
adding  to  the  lift  of  articles  contra¬ 
band:  It  was  therefore  repealed  by 
the  former.  Mr.  Adet  feized  this 
occafion  to  make  the  following  de¬ 
claration.  44  You  will  fee,  fir,  (laid 
44  he)  in  both  [the  decrees]  the  un- 
44  difguifed  dipofition  and  fmcere  de- 
44  fire  of  the  French  government 
44  religiously  to  obferve  the  engage- 
44  ments  it  has  contracted  with  its 
44  allies,  and  its  readinefs  to  redrefs 
44  inflations,  which  have  never  taken 
44  place  hut  from  the  impulfe  of  cir- 
44  cumftances.”  44  It  is  amidit  her 
44  triumphs  that  the  republic  loves 
44  to  gives  this  ftriking  mark  of  its 
44  fidelity.  Victorious  France  knows 
44  no  other  concern  that  that  ol  jul- 
44  tice,— no  other  diplomatic  lan- 
44  guage  than  that  of  truth  A — io 
this  truth,  to  this  juftice,  to  this 
fidelity,  we  now  make  our  appeal. 

From  the  ftyle  of  Mr.  Adet’s 
complaint  of  the  Britifh  being  Suf  ¬ 
fered  to  arm  in  our  pbrts,  it  might 
"be  imagined  the  inftances  were 
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numerous.  None  were  permitted: 
the  actual  armaments  were  few : 
and  are  as  old  as  the  year  1793, 
and  were  reprefen  ted  by  Mr.  Genet 
to  the  fecretary  of  date.  “  What 
u  anfvver  (afks  Mr.  Adet)  did  the 
government  give  to  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  the  mimfter  of  the 
“  French  republic  in  this  refpedl? 
“  It  faid  that  thefe  vefleis  failed  too 
“  fuddenly ;  that  it  was  not  able  to 
*L  caufe  them  to  be  flopped/’  The 
atifwer  was  given  by  the  fecretary 
of  date  indifferent  words*.  “  Thole 
“  from  Charlefton  and  Philadelphia 
“  have  gone  off  before  it  was  known 
to  the  government,  and  the  for- 
“  mer  indeed  in  the  firft  moments 
“  of  the  war,  and  before  preventive 
“  meafures  could  be  taken  in  fo  dif- 
4i  tant  a  port.”  In  the  cafe  of  the 
Traffy,  capt.  Hale,  at  Baltimore, 
the  governor  of  Maryland  having 
been  informed,  that  lire  had  been 
buying  guns ,  had  given  orders  to 
examine  the  fad ;  “  but  fhe  got  off 
“  before  the  officer  could  get  On 
board,  having  cleared  out  three  or 
“  four  days  before.”— I  have  not 
obferved  that  Mr.  Genet  ever  re¬ 
newed  his  complaint  with  regard  to 
any  of  thefe  vefleis  ;  whence  I  fup- 
pofe  he  was  latisfied  with  the  an- 
fwer;  as  indeed  he  ought  to  have 
been.  The  two  Englifh  vefleis  that 
failed  from  Philadelphia,  efcaped 
even  the  vigilance  of  the  French 
conful  f.— Both  had  departed  many 
days,  before  he  had  been  informed 
of  them.  This  is  ftated  by  the  con¬ 
ful  himfelf,  in  his  report  of  the  2 iff 
of  June  1793,  to  Mr.  Genet.  And 
yet  the  government  is  now  charged 
by  Mr.  Adet,  with  violating  the 
treaty,  becaule  it  did  not  flop  them  ! 

*  Voy.  Correfp.  de  Genet,  June  SO, 
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Although  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  had  been  required  to  be 
watchful,  and  to  report  all  illegal 
armaments  in  our  ports,  yet  it  was 
natural  for  the  government  to  ex** 
pedl  to  derive  information  from  the 
French  confuls,  who  doubtlefs  were 
charged  by  their  own  government 
to  be  particularly  vigilant  in  regard 
to  all  attempts  at  fuch  armaments 
by  the  enemies  of  the  republic.— 
Mr.  Adet  remarks  “  that  fome  in- 
“  habitants  of  the  United  States 
“  had  aided  in  thefe  illegal  arma- 
“  ments”  of  the  enemies  of  Fr  ance  ; 
and  afks  “  what  meafures  were  taken 
“  again  ft  them  ?  W  as  any  fearch  made 
“  to  difcover  them? — to  profecute 
them? — Never.”  Yet  the  very  letter 
from  Mr.  Genet  to  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,in  which,  and  its inclofures,  Mr. 
Adet  has  found  this  fubjedt  of  com¬ 
plaint,  fuggefts  adifferent  conclufionf 
“  — •“  I  learn  with  pleafure  (fays  Mr. 
u  Genet)  by  your  letter  of  the  23d 
“  of  this  month  (June  1793)  that  the 
u  government  of  Georgia  have 
“  caufed  to  be  flopped,  a  veil'd 
“  armed  in  that  date,  for  the  pur- 
“  pole  of  cruizing  againft  the  French, 
“  and  that  the  perfons  inter  efied  m 
“  this  vejj'el  will  be  projecuted.'’ 

I  fhall  fav  but  a  few  words  on  the 
fubjedt  of  the  letters  of  which  Mr. 
Adet  complained  that  they  remained 
unanfwered.  The  firft  (of  Septem¬ 
ber  29th,  1795)  contained  thofe  re¬ 
proachful  infinuations,  which  were 
recited  in  my  letter  of  the  lft  of 
November  laft.  Why  were  thefe 
introduced  by  him,  if  they  were  not 
to  be  applied?  An  anfwer  was 
draughted, on  the  fubjedt  of  his  let¬ 
ter,  with  animadverfions  on  thofe 
infinuations;  but  deflring  to  avoid 

1 79of  p,  106\  f  Voy.  ibid,  p.  105. 
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irritations  ;  the  anfwer  was  not  fent. 
It  was  deemed  of  the  lefs  confe- 
quence,  feeing  in  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Monroe  of  the  12th  of  September 
1795,  the  fentiments  and  reafonings 
of  the  government,  on  that  and  other 
lubjeds  relating  to  France,  had 
been  fully  exprefied,  to  enable  him 
to  make  immediate  communications 
to  the  French  government  itfelf; 
and  it  was  hoped  that  the  informal 
tion  given  in  that  letter,  and  in 
others  written  to  him  the  preced¬ 
ing  fummer,  would  have  furnilhed 
materials  (and  that  thefe  materials 
would  have  been  timely  ufed)  for 
fuch  reprefentations  as  would  have 
Satisfied  the  French  government 
that  the  United  States,  in  forming 
the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  had 
only  an  indifputable  right;  and 
neither  by  that  treaty  or  by  any 
ether  ad  had  infringed  afingle  article 
of  our  treaties  with  France. 

On  the  fubjed  of  the  imprefies  of 
our  feamen,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Adet’s 
letters  of  March  and  April  1796, 

I  fliall  only  add,  that  nothing  was 
more  notorious,  than  that  thofe  im¬ 
prefies  had  excited  univerfal  refent- 
ment  in  the  United  States,  and  been 
the  fubjed  of repeated remonftrances 
from  our  government  to  the  Britilh 
court.  Thus  in  Mr.  Pinckney’s  note 
to  lord  Grenville  in  Auguft  1793? 
which  was  publifhed  here  that  year 
in  the  fame  colledion  of  hate  papers, 
with  Mr.  Jetferfon's  letter  of  Sep¬ 
tember  7th  %  which  Mr.  Adet  has 
quoted,  and  on  the  5th  page  next 
fucceeding  it,  we  find  the  following : 

**  Under  this  head  it  may  be  ob- 
“  ferved,  that  for  want  of  arrange- 
4(  ments  being  made  for  the  fecuiity 
of  American  feamen  in  the  ports 
**  of  this  country  (England)  they 

*  Mr.  Adet  by  miftake, 
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“  are  fubjed  to  the  various  hard- 
il  fhips  Mr.  Pinckney  has  fo  fre - 

quently  detailed  to  lord  Grenville/' 
And  in  the  next  page,  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Pinckney  fays: 
“  The  protedion  afforded  our  fea- 
“  men  remains  on  the  fame  footing; 
“  they  (the  Britilh  government,) 
“  profefs  a  willingnefs  to  fecure  to 
<c  us  all  real  American  feamen,  when 
u  proved  to  be  fuch  ;  but  the  proof 
“  they  will  not  difpenfe  with/’  To 
remove  as  far  as  pofiible  the  em- 
barrafiments  arifing  from  this  caufe, 
and  more  effectually  to  proted  our 
feamen,  was  the  objed  of  a  bill 
pending  in  congrefs,  and  the  fubjed 
of  public  debate,  at  the  time  I  re¬ 
ceived  Mr.  Adet’s  letters.  This  bill 
was  paffed  into  a  law. 

All  thefe  ads  demonftrated  that 
the  government  did  not  affent,  but 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  refilled 
the  impreffment  of  American  fea¬ 
men ;  and  this  lefiflance  has  been 
continued :  confequently  we  cannot 
be  charged  on  this  ground  with  a 
violation  of  our  neutrality. 

Among  the  former  fubjeds  of 
complaint,  not  now  renewed  by  Mr. 
Adet,  is  that  againfl  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  permitting  the  purchafe 
and  exportation  of  horfes,  by  Bri- 
tifii  agents,  in  the  courfe  of  the  la  ft 
winter  and  fpring.  The  correfpond- 
ence  on  this  fubjed  is  lengthy  ;  and 
yet  the  queftion  lies  within  a  very- 
narrow  compafs. 

Perhaps  no  rule  is  now  better 
eftablifhed,  than  that  neutral  nations 
have  a  right  to  trade  freely  with 
nations  at  war,  either  by  carrying 
and  felling  to  them  all  kinds  of 
merehandife,  or  permitting  them  to 
come  and  purchafe  the  fame  com¬ 
modities  in  the  neutral  territory ; 
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in  the  latter  cafe  not  refufing  to 
one  power  at  war  what  it  permits 
another  to  purchafe  ;  with  this  ex¬ 
ception  in  refped  to  articles  contra¬ 
band,  that  if  the  cruizers  of  one  of 
the  belligerent  powers  meet  at  fea 
with  neutral  veflels  laden  with  luch 
articles  deftined  to  the  ports  of  their 
enemies,  the  neutral  veflels  may  be 
captured,  and  the  contraband  goods 
will  be  lawful  prize  to  the  captors  ; 
but  the  refidue  of  their  cargo,  and 
the  veflels  themfelves,  are  to  be  dif- 
charged. 

But  if  there  were  any  doubt  on 
this  point  under  the  law  of  nations, 
there  can  be  none  ifi*  relation  to 
France  and  the  United  States ;  be- 
caufe  this  matter  is  fpecially  regu¬ 
lated  by  their  treaty  of  commerce. 
This  treaty,  fo  far  from  refraining 
the  trade  of  either  party  remaining 
neutral,  while  the  other  is  engaged 
in  war,  provides  regulations  agree¬ 
ably  to  which  it  jlioidd  be  conducted. 

The  12th  and  13th  articles  autho¬ 
rize  either  party  that  is  at  war,  to 
hop  the  neutral  merchant  veflels  of 
the  other  deftined  to  the  ports  of  the 
enemy,  upon  juh  grounds  of  fulpi- 
cion,  concerning  the  voyage  or  the 
lading.  If,  on  examining  the  fhip’s 
papers,  it  appears  there  are  any  con¬ 
traband  goods  on  board  “  configned 
“  for  a  port  under  the  obedience  of 
“  his  enemies/'  the  may  be  carried 
into  port,  and  the  contraband  ar¬ 
ticles  may  by  regular  proceedings, 
in  the  admiralty,  be  conflfcated : 
“  faving  always  as  well  the  fliip 
“  itfelf  as  any  other  goods  found 
“  therein,  which  by  this  treaty  are 
“  to  be  efteemed  free  ;  neither  may 
“  they  be  detained  on  pretence  of 
“  their  being  as  it  were  infeded  by 
“  the  prohibited  goods,  much  lels 
“  fliall  they  be  conflfcated  as  lawful 
“  prize." — It  further  provides,  that 
Yoi.  XXXJX. 
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if  the  mafter  of  the  neutral  fhip 
fhall  be  willing  to  deliver  the  con¬ 
traband  goods  to  the  captor,  and 
the  latter  receives  them  ;  then  is 
the  neutral  fliip  to  be  forthwith 
difcharged  and  allowed  freely  to  pro- 
fecute  her  voyage.  The  23d  article 
goes  further. — If  the  neutral  <hip 
fliall  have  on  board  the  enemies  of 
the  other,  “  they  are  not  to  be  taken 
“  out,  uniels  they  are  foldiers  in 
“  actual  fervice ." 

Thefe  articles  are  fo  explicit,  it 
may  leem  ftrange  that  a  doubt 
lliould  arife  concerning  them.  1  pre- 
lume  no  doubt  did  arife  ;  for  Mr. 
Adet,  overlooking  thefe  prOviiions  of 
the  treaty,  demanded  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  fliould  Hop  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  horfes  by  the  Britifh,  upon 
the  principle,  that  it  was  a  neutral 
duty  required  by  the  law  of  nations. 
An  anfwer  was  given  to  his  de¬ 
mands,  in  which  the  regulations  of 
our  treaty  with  France  were  parti¬ 
cularly  brought  into  view,  as  well 
as  the  rules  of  the  law  of  nations. 
Mr.  Adet,  however,  after  fome  time 
renewed  his  claims  ;  but  again  kept 
the  treaty  out  of  fight.  An  anfwer 
was  given  to  thefe  renewed  claims ; 
and  we  heard  no  more  on  the  fub- 
jed,  until  the  French  privateers  in 
the  Weft  Indies  began  to  capture 
American  veflels,  which  had  horfes 
on  board  :  you  will  find  among  the 
documents  on  this  fubjed  the  copy 
of  a  decree  of  the  citizens  Vidor 
Hugues  and  Lebas,the  fpecial  agents 
of  the  executive  diredory  in  the 
windward  iflands,  condemning  an 
American  vejjfel,  and  her  entire  cargo , 
for  having  a  fmall  number  of  horfes 
on  board ;  not  bound  to  their  enemy's 
but  to  a  neutral  port.  And  thefe 
fpecial  agents  ground  their  decree 
on  the  advice  they  received  from  Mr. 
Add,  under  the  date  ‘  of  1 4th 
*  N  ft  Mefiidofj 
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Meffidcr,  being  July  2d,  1796* 
This  vettel  and  cargo  were  thus 
condemned,  without  the  fight  of  a 
fingle  paper  belonging  to  her :  the 
matter  had  them  in  his  pocket,  and 
would  have  brought  them  home, 
but  for  the  recolleSion  of  the  inter¬ 
preter,  feme  hours  after  the  fentence 
of  condemnation  had  been  patted. 
Thefe  citizens  exercife  indeed  a  very 
brief  authority.  The  procefs  in  the 
cafe  of  a  lecond  American  vettel, 
which,  to  complete  her  lading,  had 
taken  on  board  nineteen  horfes,  but 
which  was  alfo  bound  to  a  neutral 
port,  was  in  this  form.  The  captain 
having  come  before  one  of  the 
agents,  he,  without  any  previous  ex¬ 
amination,  or  hearing,  addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  captain,  pronounced 
fentence,  in  thefe  words :  “  I  have 
“  confifcated  your  vettel  and  cargo” 

- — clofing  the  fentence  with  oppro¬ 
brious  language. 

Mr.  Adet,  on  the  1 8th  of  May 
3aft,  revived  his  predeceffor  s  claim 
of  right  by  treaty  to  fell  their  prizes 
m  our  ports.  This  occafioned  the 
eorrefpondence  on  this  fubjed,  which 
you  will  find  among  the  documents 
colleded  on  this  occafion.  He  con¬ 
tents  himfelf,  however,  with  confi- 
dering  it  as  a  right  granted,  not 
pofitively,  but  by  implication.  That 
is,  becaufe  the  treaty  forbids  the 
enemies  of  France  to  fell  their  prizes 
in  our  ports;  therefore  it  grants  to 
her  a  right  of  felling  her  prizes. 
As  if  my  friend’s  denial  of  a  favour 
to  my  enemy ,  was  in  fact  a  grant  of 
the  fame  favour  to  me.  The  limple 
ft  ate  men  t  of  the  ground  of  the  claim 
would  feem  fufficient  to  lhew,  that 
the  treaty  will  not  fupport  it.  That 
fales  of  French  prizes  have  been  at 
all  permitted,  has  been  owing  to 


the  indulgence  of  the  government* 
This  indulgence  was  continued  until 
it  interfered  with  a  new  potttive 
obligation ;  an  obligation  precifely 
the  fame,  that  France  herfelf  con¬ 
tracted  eight  years  fubfequent  to 
her  treaty  with  us,  and  with  the 
fame  power.  This  obligation  is 
founded  in  the  24th  article  of  our 
treaty,  and  the  16th  of  the  French 
treaty,  with  Great  Britain.  Thus 
France  and  the  United  States  alike 
engaged  to  permit  no  enemy  Gf 
Great  Britain  to  arm  privateers  in 
their  ports,  or  to  fell  their  prizes 
there ,  or  in  any  manner  to  exchange 
them.  Confequently  had  France 
remained  at  peace,  and  we  engaged 
in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  our 
privateers  would  not  be  permitted 
to  fell  their  prizes  in  French  ports. 

And  by  the  maritime  law  of 
France*,  prizes,  except  they  are 
taken  from  her  enemies,  can  flay  in 
her  ports  no  more  than  24  hours, 
unlefs  compelled  by  tempeil  to  re¬ 
main  longer ;  and  the  fales  of  fucii 
prizes  are  forbidden  under  fevere 
penalties.  But  notwithttanding  the 
certainty  of  our  right  to  forbid  the 
fales  of  prizes  in  our  ports,  and  not¬ 
withttanding  the  exprefs  legal  com¬ 
mand  of  the  chief  juftice  of  the 
United  States  holding  a  circuit  court 
in  South  Carolina  in  Mav  laft, 
prohibiting  the  fale  of  a  particular 
prize  (the  Britilh  fliip,  Amity)  at 
Charlefton;  the  French  agents  fold 
the  prize  vejjel,  and  the  fale  received 
the  formal  fan&ion  of  the  French 
conful.  Yet  even  this  'affair  has 
been  made  a  fubjeft  of  complaint 
by  Mr.  Adet,  becaufe  the  collerior 
of  that  port  refufed  a  clearance  to 
the  prize  vettel,  thus  fold  in  defiance 
of  the  authority  of  the  United  States ; 
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and  becaufe  be  alfo  delayed,  until, 
in  a  new  cafe,  he  lhould  get  advice 
to  permit  the  exportation  of  the 
cargo  of  the  prize  fhip,  which  on  a 
furvey  had  been  reported  to  be  ir¬ 
reparable. 

Indeed  the  French  minifler  has 
difcovered  an  aptitude  to  complain. 

I  may  cite  as  inftances  his  letters  of 
the  9th  of  January,  and  the  3d  of 
March  1796  ;  the  former,  becaufe 
the  colours  of  France,  which  he  had 
prefented  to  the  United  States,  were 
not  permanently  fixed  and  difplayed 
before  congrefs  ;  the  latter,  becaufe 
fome  printers  of  almanacs  or  other 
periodical  publications  in  the  United 
States,  in  arranging  the  names  of 
the  foreign  minifters  and  agents  re¬ 
sident  among  us,  had  placed  thofe 
of  Great  Britain  before  thofe  of 
France  and  Spain.  Mr.  Adet  de- 
fire  d  my  declaration  in  writing,  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States 
had  no  concern  in  printing  the 
works  of  which  the  agents  of  the 
French  republic  were  regiftered  after 
thofe  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the 
works  themfelves  might  be  fup- 
preffed.  I  gave  him  an  anfwer  in 
writing,  with  my  confent  to  his 
publifhing  it  in  the  newfpapers, 
agreeably  to  his  requefl.  The  anfwer 
ftates,  that  in  matters  of  this  kind 
the  government  did  not  and  could 
not  interfere.  With  regard  to  the 
colours  I  mull  obferve,  that  in  what 
concerns  our  foreign  relations,  the 
prefident  being  the  foie  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  they  were  properly  prefented 
to  him.  He  received  them  with  all 
pohible  refpebt,  and  directed  them  to 
be  depofited  with  our  national  ar¬ 
chives,  that  both  might  be  pre¬ 
ferred  with  equal  care. 

It  remains  to  notice  a  fummary 
complaints  exhibited  by  M.  de  la 
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Croix,  the  French  minifler  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  our 
minifler  at  Paris,  under  the  date  of 
March  9th  1796^0  which  the  latter 
returned  an  anfwer  under  the  date 
of  March  15th.  Thefe  were  en- 
clofed  in  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  the 
2d  of  May,  and  received  at  the  de¬ 
partment  of  Hate  on  the  19th  of 
July.  Copies  of  both  papers,  and 
an  extract  of  fo  much  of  his  letter  as 
relates  to  this  fubjedl,  are  among  the 
documents  now  colledted. 

Firft  complaint.  Theinexecutiort 
of  treaties,  ill.  The  courts  «f 
juftice  have  taken  and  flill  take 
cognizance  of  prizes  brought  by 
French  privateers  into  the  ports  of 
the  United  States. 

2d.  Engiifh  fhips  of  war  have  been 
admitted  into  thofe  ports,  even  in 
cafes  prohibited  by  the  17th  article 
of  the  treaty;  that  is,  when  they  have 
made  prizes  on  the  French  republic 
and  its  citizens;  and  have  alfo  con¬ 
ducted  thither  their  prizes. 

3d.  The  confular  convention  has 
in  two  points  become  illufory.  iff. 
For  want  of  giving  to  the  confuls 
the  means  of  having  their  decifions 
executed  in  all  difputes  between 
Frenchmen,  of  which  the  confuls 
have  the  exelufive  cognizance, 
2d.  Becaufe  the  judges  charged 
with  bluing  warrants  for  apprehend¬ 
ing  French  mariners  who  defert, 
require  the  original  roll  of  the  crew 
to  be  firft  produced. 

4th.  The  arreft  of  the  corvette 
Le  Cafiius  and  her  captain. 

Second  complaint.  The  impu¬ 
nity  ot  the  outrage  committed  011 
the  republic,  in  the  perfon  of  its 
minifler  the  citizen  Faucbet,  by  the 
Engiifh  fliip  Africa,  in  concert  with 
the  vice-conful  of  that  nation,  with  in 
the  waters  of  the  United  States. 

Third  complaint*.  “  Tim  treaty 
*  *  N  n  2  concluded 
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4  4  concluded  in  November  1794,  be- 
“  tween  the  United  States  and  Great 
“  Britain.” 

Excepting  the  fecond  complaint, 
relative  to  the  attempt  of  the  Englifh 
fhip  Africa,  to  feize  Mr.  Fauchet 
and  his  papers ;  and  the  third 
article  under  the  firft  complaint, 
relative  to  the  confular  convention, 
all  the  charges  in  this  fummary, 
have  been  already  examined  and, 
we  think,  proved  to  be  unfounded. 

As  to  the  confular  convention, 

many  inconveniencies  would  attend 

the  giving  to  the  confuls  a  jurifdic- 

tion  to  the  extent  contended  for  on 

the  part  of  the  French  republic,  to 

be  exercifed  by  French  confuls  in 

the  United  States,  and  confequently 

by  American  confuls  in.  France. 

The  inconveniencies  are  manifeftlv 

«/ 

fo  great,  as  to  require  very  explicit 
language  in  the  convention  of  the 
two  nations  on  this  fubject,  to  au¬ 
thorize  the  conclufion,  that  fueh 
enlarged  jurifdiction  was  intended. 
It  would  be  to  erect  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  complete  courts  of  juftice, 
with  effectual  procefs  to  compel 
the  appearance  of  parties  and  wit- 
neffes>  and  to  execute  their  deci¬ 
sions.  And  as  the  tranfadions  in 
commerce  and  navigation  could  not, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  foreigners  alone,  the 
citizens  of  the  country  muff  often 
be  neceffary  witneffes  to  thole 
fcranfadions,  and  of  courfe  rendered 
amenable  to  this  foreign  jurifdidion 
in  their  own  country  ;  whereas  the 
jurifdidion  demanded  is  only  of 
French  confuls  over  French  citizens 
in  the  United  States,  and  recipro¬ 
cally  of  American  confuls  over  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in 
France.  From  thefe  conliderations 
a  prefumption  would  arife,  that  the 
jurifdiction  contemplated  in  the 
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confular  convention,  was  to  be  merely 
voluntary ,  but  at  the  fame  time  cx- 
clufive  of  the  courts  of  the  country . 
An  examination  of  the  convention 
we  believe  will  fupport  this  and  no 
other  conftruction.  They 2th  article 
provides,  that  all  differences  and 
luits  between  Frenchmen  in  the 
United  States,  and  between  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  France  ;  and 
particularly  all  difputes  between 
feamen  and  their  captains,  and  be¬ 
tween  captains  of  different  veffels  of 
their  nation,  shall  be  determined  by 
the  refpedive  confuls,  either  by  re¬ 
ference  to  arbitrators ,  or  by  a  fum¬ 
mary  judgment,  and  without  coj'ts . 
u  No  officer  of  the  country,  civil  or 
“  military,  thall  interfere  therein,  or 
“  take  any  part  whatever  in  the 
“  matter.”  This  last  claufe  alone 
would  feem  fufficient  to  repel  the 
claim  we  are  confidering.  Sheriffs, 
marfhals  and  their  deputies  cannot 
aid  in  the  execution  of  confular  de- 
ciffons,  becaufe  they  are,  “  officers 
u  of  the  country,”  exprefsly  forbid¬ 
den  to  “  take  any  part  in  the  mat- 
“  ter.”  But  was  it  meant  that  the 
laws  (hould  give  confuls  the  power 
to  appoint  fuch  executive  officers  of 
their  own  nation  ?  We  find  no  fuch 
thing  in  the  convention.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  cafe  of  defer ters 
from  veffels,  mentioned  in  the  9th 
article,  whom  the  confuls  are  autho¬ 
rized  to  caufe  to  be  arrefted,  they 
are  exprefsly  direded  to  apply  in 
writing  to  the  u  courts,  judges  and 
“  officers  competent,”  to  make  the 
arrefis;  meaning  the  courts,  judges 
and  officers  of  the  country,  where  the 
confuls  refide.  Befides,  if  power 
could  be  given  to  confuls  to  appoint 
officers  to  execute  their  decisions, 
thefe  officers  mult  of  courfe  have 
their  fees  of  compenfation  to  be  paid 
by  one  or  other  of  the  parties ;  but 
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the  isth  article  declares,  that  the 
confular  judgments  shall  be  “  with- 
«  out  colts.” — To  thefe  obfervations 
I  fubjoin  the  deliberate  opinions  of 
two  refpeftable  lawyers,  Mr.  Har- 
rifon  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Brad¬ 
ford,  the  late  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States. 

“  I  have  confidered  the  V2th 
“  article  of  the  convention  between 
“  his  late  molt  chriftian  majefty, 
u  and  the  United  States  of  America, 

“  and  alfo  the  aft  of  congrefs  con- 
“  cerning  conluls  and  vice-conluls, 

“  as  far  as  it  prefcribes  the.  duty  of 
“  mar  dials  of  the  United  States, 

“  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
“  marfhals  are  not  bound  by  law  to 
“  execute  any  fentence  of  a  F rench 
“  conful,  arifing  under  the  faid 
“  article. 

“  Richard  Harrison,  attorney, 
“US.  for  the  New  York  diftrift. 

“  New  York, 

“  6th  of  M  arc  h  1794.” 

I  have  confidered  the  conven- 
u  tion  and  aft  above  referred  to, 
«  and  I  perfectly  coincide  with  the 
“  opinion  given  by  the  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  diftrift 
“  of  New  York. 

“William  Bradford. 

“  Philadelphia,  14th  March  1794.” 

The  other  complaint  under  this 
head  is,  that  the  judges  who  are 
charged  (by  an  aft  ol  congreis)  to 
jffue  warrants  of  arrefts  agaiuft  de- 
ferters  from  French  veffels,  have  re¬ 
quired  the  original  (hip’s  roll  to  prove 
that  the  men  alleged  to  have  de¬ 
feated  were  a  part  of  the  crew ;  in 
contempt  of  the  5th  article,  which 
admits  in  the  tribunals  of  both 
.  countries  copies  certified  by  the 
conful.  If  we  look  at  the  gth  article 
of  the  confular  treaty,  we  fliall  fee 
that  the  confuls,  who  demand  the 
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arrefts  of  deferters  from  veftels  of 
their  nation,  mull  prove  “  by  an 
“  exhibition  of  the  regifters  of  the 
“  veffel,  or  flap’s  roll,  that  thofe 
“  men  were  a  part  of  the  crew,”  It 
is  apparent,  that  the  original  roll, 
and  not  a  copy,  is  here  referred  to; 
nor  indeed  is  the  contrary  pretended: 
but  it  is  faid  that  the  5th  article 
admits  certified  confular  copies  as 
evidence  in  the  courts  of  both  na¬ 
tions.  But  the  5th  article  appears 
to  have  no  relation  to  the  fubject  of 
the  9th.  It  ftipulates,  that  the 
“  confuls  refpeftively  (hall  have  the 
“  exclufive  right  of  receiving  in 
“  th ear  chancery,  or  on  board  of  vef- 
“  fels,  the  declarations  and  all  other 
“  acts,  which  the  captains,  mailers, 
“  crews,  paffengers  and  merchants 
“  of  their  nation  may  choofe  to 
“  make  there,  even  their  teftaments 
“  and  other  difpofals  by  laft  will : 
“  and  the  copies  of  the  faid  aft*  duly 
“  authenticated  by  the  faid  confuls, 
“  under  the  leal  of  their  confulate, 
“  flia.ll  receive  faith  in  law,  equally 
“  as  their  originals  would.”  The 
fh ip’s  roll  (or  (hipping  paper)  of  a 
veffel’s  crew  is  not  an  aft  to  he  done 
before  the  conful,  but  the  evidence 
of  a  private  agreement  between  the 
captain  of  a  veifel  and  his  crew  ;  and 
when  he  alleges  that  any  of  them 
have  deferted,  the  9th  article  re¬ 
quires  the  original  evidence  of  the 
fact  to  be  produced  to  the  judge,  as 
the  ground  on  which  he  fhall  issue 
his  warrant  to  arreft  them.  And 
this  is  the  conftruftion  put  on  this 
article  by  the  judges  ;  and  for  aught 
1  know,  without  any  diverfity  of 
opinion.  The  difference  afteged  by 
Mr.  Fauchet,  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  I  have  en¬ 
quired  into;  and  find  he  was  under 
a  miftake.  And  the  miftake  arofe 
probably  from  this  circumftance, 
*  N  n  3  that 
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that  when,  from  the  information  of 
the  conful,  there  was  danger  that  the 
deferter  would  wholly  efcape,  unlefs 
inftantly  apprehended,  the  judge  has 
iffued  his  warrant  to  arreft  and  bring 
before  him  the  alleged  deferter ; 
but  when  brought,  that  judge  has 
not  committed  the  man,  or  delivered 
him  to  the  conful,  unlefs  the  origi¬ 
nal  roll  was  produced  to  prove  him 
one  of  the  (hip's  crew. 

As  to  the  outrage  again!!  Mr. 
Fauchet,  by  the  Africa  man  of  war, 
in  attempting  to  feize  him  and  his 
papers  within  the  jurifdidlion  of  the 
United  States,  and  captain  Home's 
infuit  on  their  authority,  1  do  not 
know  what  meafuresmore  efficacious 
could  have  been  taken  by  the  exe¬ 
cutive,  than  thofe  which  were 
adopted,  to  obtain  fatisfadion.  After 
waiting  a  reafonable  time  for  ex¬ 
planations  on  the  part  of  captain 
Home,  and  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  Engliih 
vice-conful,  and  receiving  none,  the 
prelident  revoked  the  exequatur  of 
the  vice- conful,  and  defired  the 
governor  of  Rhode  Ifland,  where  the 
Africa  had  been  lying,  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  captain  Home  the  demand 
of  the  prefident — 44  that  he  fhouid 
44  immediately  remove  from  a-ftation, 
64  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
44  United  States,  where  lie  had  vio- 
44  fated  their  rights ;  and  further  to 
44  make  known  to  lnm,  that  in 
44  forty-eight  hours  after  the  requi- 
44  fition  fliould  be  communicated  to 
44  him,  ail  intercourle  between  the 
44  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
44  his  fliip  would  be  forbidden." 

It  is  very  true  that  the  exequatur 
of  -the  Britiffi  vice-conful  was  with¬ 
drawn  exprefsly,  for  his  knowingly 
tranfmittine  to  the  governor  of 
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Rhode  IDand  a  moll  inlulting  letter 
from  captain  Home ;  becaufe  al¬ 
though  he  was  on  board  the  Africa, 


when  the  attempt  was  made  againf! 
Mr.  Fauchet,  the  prefident  had  no 
evidence  of  his  co-operation.  The 
minilier  of  the  United  States  in 
London  was  directed  to  reprefent  to 
that  court  the  conduit  of  captain 
Home,  and  to  demand  his  exemplary 
punilhment.  It  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  he  would  be  judged 
unheard,  and  confequently  much 
delay  muft  have  enfued.  From  her 
ftation  on  the  coaft  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  Africa  went  to  the  West 
Indies.  Seeing  fome  time  fince  by 
an  article  in  the  newfpapers,  that 
the  Africa  was  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land,  our  minilier  in  London  was 
reminded  of  this  affair,  that  the 
demand  of  fatisfadion  might  be 
renewed. 

Although  the  fubject  of  M.  de  la 
Croix's  third  and  1  alb  complaint 
(the  Britilh  treaty,)  has  been  already 
dilcuffed,  allow  me  here  to  make  a 
few  remarks.  He  fays,  44  it  will  be 
44  eafy  to  prove  that  the  United 
<c  States  in  this  treaty,  have  know- 
44  ingly  and  evidently  facrificed  their 
u  connections  with  the  republic,  and 
44  the  molt  elfential  and  leaft  contefted 
44  prerogatives  of  neutrality the  re- 
verfe  of  what  the  minifter  confiders 
fo  eafy  to  prove,  we  think  has  been 
demonjirated.  Our  legally  binding 
connections  with  France,  we  always 
confidered  as  being  formed  by  our 
treaties:  and  we  fay  with  confidence, 
that  we  have  not  44  knowingly"  vio¬ 
lated  thefe  in  a  fingle  article.  If 
individuals  have  at  any  time  in¬ 
fringed  them,  the  government  has 
been  fincere  and  diligent  in  its  en¬ 
deavors  to  red  refs  the  wrong.  If 
the  ties  of  affedion,  of  warm  enthu- 
fiaftic  friendlhip,  have  been  weak¬ 
ened,  the  caule  is  to  be  fought, 
for,  not  in  the  ads  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  government,  which  have  been 
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constantly  direded  to  the  prefer  va- 
tion  of  our  peace  with  all  nations. 
Thefe  ties  did  not  depend  on  treaties. 
It  was  our  friendship  to  France,  con- 
traded  during  our  revolution,  and 
our  partiality  for  the  caufe  of  liberty 
and  felf-government,  for  which  She 
engaged  in  her  own,  that  made  ns 
endure  numerous  injuries,  alraoft 
without  complaining.  We  were  not 
willing  to  afcribe  to  the  republic  the 
outrages  of  her  minifters  againft  the 
laws,  the  fovereignty,  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
exceptionable  ftyle  of  their  com¬ 
munications.  Even  when  for  fuch 
flagrant  aggrellions,  often  repeated, 
we  defired  the  re  cal  of  one  of  her 
minifters,  it  was  dune  in  the  molt 
foothing  language  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  left  the  intereft  of  the  republic 
fliould  fuffer,  he  was  permitted  to 
exercife  his  functions  in  all  cafes  in 
which  thofe  interefts  could  be  af¬ 
fected.  When  bis  fucceffor  arrived, 
he  officially  requefted,  that  the  of¬ 
fending  minifter  might  be  appre¬ 
hended,  that  he  miaht  be  fent  to 
France.  But  the  government,  fatis- 
fted  by  his  removal,  declined  the 
meafure  :  fome  irritations  were  ex¬ 
perienced  from  that  fucceffor.— 
What  fenfatiohs  have  been  produced 
by  Mr.  Adet’s  notes,  your  own  feel¬ 
ings  on  the  perufal,  will  enable  you 
to  judge.  If  he  intended  to  excite 
the  general  indignation  of  our  citi¬ 
zens,  he  is  not  difappointed,  but  it 
is  prefumed,  this  was  not  the  objed. 
After  an  exhibition  of  complaints  in 
a  ftyle  fo  exceptionable,  he  could 
add  but  one  more  improper  ad,  that 
of  publishing  his  notes  in  the  news¬ 
papers  :  he  had  lcarcely  tranfmitted 
them  to  the  executive,  before  he 
forwarded  them  to  the  printer  for 
publication. 

From  the  foregoing  ftatement, 


we  truft  it  will  appear,  that  there 
has  been  no  attempt  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  to  violate 
our  treaty,  or  weaken  our  engage¬ 
ments  with  France  ;  that  whatever 
refiftance  it  has  oppofed  to  the 
meafures  of  her  agents,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  laws,  and.  the  fove¬ 
reignty  of  the  United  States,  and 
their  neutral  obligations,  have  ren¬ 
dered  indifpenfable.  That  it  has 
never  acquiefced  in  any  ads  violating 
our  rights,  or  interfering  with/  the 
advantages  ftipulated  to  France; 
but  on  the  contrary  has  oppofed 
them,  by  all  the  means  in  its  power; 
that  it  has  withheld  no  fuccours 
from  France,  that  were  compatible 
with  the  duties  of  neutrality  to 
grant;  that  as  well  by  their  inde¬ 
pendent  political  rights,  as  by  the 
exprefs  provifions  of  the  commer¬ 
cial  treaty  with  France,  the  United 
States  were  at  full  liberty  to  enter 
into  commercial  treaties  with  any 
other  nation,  and  confequently  with 
Great  Britain ;  that  no  fads  mani- 
fefting  a  partiality  to  that  country, 
have  been,  and  1  add,  that  none 
fuch  can  be  produced. 

Of  the  propriety  and  juftnefs  of 
thefe  concluftons  you  will  endeavour 
to  fatisfy  the  French  government; 
and  confcious  of  the  reditude  of  our 
own  proceedings,  during  the  whole 
eourfe  of  the  prefen t.  war,  we  can¬ 
not  but  entertain  the  moft  fanguine 
expedations  that  they  will  be  Tatis- 
tied.  We  even  hope,  that  this  has 
been  already  accompli  died ;  and 
that  you  will  be  faved  from  the  pain 
of  renewing  a  difcuffion,  which  tha 
government'  has  entered  upon  with 
regret.  Your  miffion  and  inftruc- 
tions  prove  its  folicilude  to  have 
prevented  this  neceffity,  and  the 
lincerity  of  its  prefent  hopes,  that 
your  endeavours,  agreeably  to  thofe 
*  N  n  4  '  inftrudions, 
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lnflru&ions,  “  to  remove  jealoufies 
“  and  obviate  complaints,  by  (hewing 
44  that  they  are  groundlefs ;  to  re- 
44  ftore  confidence  fo  unfortunately 
44  and  injurioufly  impaired  ;  to  ex- 
4 plain  the  relative  intereffs  of  both 
44  countries,  and  the  real  fentiments 
u  of  your  own/’  have  been  attended 
with  tuccefs.  And  as  a  confequence 
thereof,  we  rely  on  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees  and  orders,  which  expofe 
our  commerce  to  indefinite  injuries, 
■which  militate  with  the  obligations 
of  treaties,  and  our  rights  as  a  neu¬ 
tral  nation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  refped,  fir, 
your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
Timothy  Pickering. 


Speech  of  the  Prejident  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to 
Congrefs ,  on  opening  the  Seffion , 
Map  1 6th,  1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

THE  perfonal  inconveniences  to 
the  members  of  the  fenate  and  of 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  in 
leaving  their  families  and  private 
affairs  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  are 
fo  obvious,  that  I  the  more  regret 
the  extraordinary  occafion  which 
has  rendered  the  convention  of 
congrefs  indii'penfable. 

It  would  have  afforded  me  the 
higheft  latisfadtion  to  have  been  able 
to  congratulate  you  on  a  refloration 
of  peace  to  the  nations  of  Europe, 
whofe  animofities  have  endangered 
our  tranquillity  ;  but  we  have  Hill 
abundant  caufe  of  gratitude  to  the 
Supreme  Difpenfer  of  national  blefs- 
ings,  for  general  health  and  pro- 
tuiiing  feafons  ;  for  domeftic  and 
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focial  happinefs  ;  for  the  rapid  pro- 
grefs  and  ample  acquifitions  ot  in.- 
duftry,  through  extenfive  territories  ; 
for  civil,  political,  and  religious 
liberty.  While  other  ftates  are  def¬ 
lated  with  foreign  war,  or  convulied 
with  inteftine  divifions,  the  United 
States  prefen t  the  pleating  proipebt 
of  a  nation  governed  by  mild  and 
equal  laws;  generally  fatisfied  with 
the  poffeflion  of  their  rights ;  neither 
envying  the  advantages,  nor  fearing 
the  power  of  other  nations ;  lolicit- 
ous  only  for  the  maintenance  of 
order  and  juflice,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  liberty  ;  increafing  daily  in 
the  attachment  to  a  fyftem  of 
government,  in  proportion  to  their 
experience  of  its  utility  ;  yielding  a 
ready  and  general  obedience  to  laws 
flowing  from  reafon,  and  refting  on 
the  only  folid  foundation,  the  affec- 
tion  of  the  people. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  1 
fhall  be  obliged  to  turn  your  thoughts 
to  other  circumftances,  which  ad- 
monifli  us  that  fome  of  thefe  felici¬ 
ties  may  not  be  lafting ;  but  if  the 
tide  of  our  profperity  is  full,  and  a 
reflux  commencing,  a  vigilant  cir- 
cumfpection  becomes  us,  that  we 
may  meet  our  reverfes  with  forti¬ 
tude,  and  extricate  ourfelves  from 
their  confequences,  with  all  the  (kill 
we  poffefs,  and  all  the  efforts  in  our 
power. 

In  giving  to  congrefs  information 
of  the  Hate  of  the  union,  and  re¬ 
commending  to  their  confideration 
fuch  meafures  as  appear  to  me  to 
be  expedient  or  neceffary,  according 
to  my  conftitutional  duty,  the  caufes 
and  the  objects  of  the  prefent  extra¬ 
ordinary  feflion  will  be  explained. 

After  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  received  information  that  the 
French  government  had  exprefled 
Tenons  difcontents  at  fome  proceed- 
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ings  of  the  government  of  thefe 
States,  faid  to  affed  the  interefts  of 
France,  he  thought  it  expedient  to 
fend  to  that  country  a  new  minifter, 
fully  inftruded  to  enter  on  fuch 
amicable  difcufiions,  and  to  give 
fuch  candid  explanations  as  might 
happily  remove  the  difcontents  and 
fufpicions  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  and  vindicate  the  condud  of 
the  United  States.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  feleded  from  among  his 
fellow-citizens  a  character,  whole 
integrity,  talents,  experience,  and 
fervices,  had  placed  him  in  the  rank 
of  the  moft  efteemed  and  refpeded 
in  the  nation.  The  dired  objed 
of  his  million  was  exprefled  in  his 
letter  of  credence  to  the  French 
republic,  being  u  to  maintain  that 
good  underftanding  which,  from 
**■  the  commencement  of  the  alli- 
ance,  had  fubfifted  between  the  two 
“  nations ;  and  to  efface  unfavour- 
u  able  impreffions,  baiaifh  fufpicions, 
“  and  reftore  that  cordiality  which 
“  was  at  once  the  evidence  and 
il  pledge  of  a  friendly  union."  And 
his  inftrudions  were  to  the  fame 
effed,  “  faithfully  to  reprefent  the 
iL  difpofition  of  the  government  and 
“  people  of  the  United  States,  their 
“  difpofition  being  one,  to  remove 
il  jealoufies  and  obviate  complaints, 
4‘  by  mowing  that  they  were  grouncj- 
“  lefs  ;  to  reftore  that  mutual  con- 
i(  fidence  which  had  been  fo  unfor¬ 
tunately  and  injurioufly  impaired; 
and  to  explain  the  relative  inte- 
“  refts  of  both  countries,  and  the 
fi  real  fentiments  of  his  own." 

A  minifter  thus  fpecially  com- 
miffioned,  it  was  expeded  would 
have  proved  the  inftrument  of  re- 
ftoring  mutual  confidence  between 
the  two  republics  :  the  firft  ftep  of 
the  French  governmentcorrefponded 
with  that  expedition ;  a  few  days 


4( 
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before  his  arrival  at  Paris,  the 
French  minifter  of  foreign  relations 
informed  the.  American  minifter, 
then  reftdent  at  Paris,  of  the  formali¬ 
ties  to  be  obferved  by  himfeif  in 
taking  leave,  and  by  his  fuccefior, 
preparatory  to  his  reception.  Thefe 
formalities  they  obferved;  and  on 
the  ninth  of  December  prefented 
officially  to  the  minifter  of  foreign 
relations,  the  one  a  copy  of  his 
letter  of  recal ;  the  other  a  copy  of 
his  letters  of  credence.  Thefe  were 
laid  before  the  executive  directory. 
Two  days  afterwards,  the  minifter 
of  foreign  relations  informed  the 
recalled  American  minifter,  that  the 
executive  diredory  had  determined 
not  to  receive  another  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  from  the  United  States, 
until  after  the  redrefs  of  grievances 
demanded  of  the  American  govern 
ment,  and  which  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  had  a  right  to  exped  from  iL 
The  American  minifter  immediately 
endeavoured  to  afeertain  whether, 
by  refuting  to  receive  him,  it  was 
intended  that  he  fhould  retire  from 
the  territories  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  ;  and  verbal  anlwers  were  given, 
that  fuch  was  the  intention  of  the 
diredory.  For  his  own  jultification 
he  defired  a  written  anfwer;  but 
obtained  none  until  towards  the  luft 
of  January  ;  when,  receiving  notice 
in  writing  to  quit  the  territories  of 
the  republic,  be  proceeded  to  Am 
fterdam,  where  he  propofed  to  wait 
for  inftrudions  from  this  govern¬ 
ment.  During  his  relidence  at 
Paris,  cards  of  hofpitality  were  re- 
fufed  him  ;  and  he  was  threatened 
with  being  fubjeded  to  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  minifter  of  police  ;  but 
with  becoming  firmnefs  he  infilled 
on  the  protedion  of  the  law  of 
nations,  due  to  him  as  the  known 
minifter  of  a  foreign  power.  You 
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will  derive  further  information  from 
his  difpatches,  which  will  be  laid 
before  you. 

As  it  is  often  neceflary  that  na¬ 
tions  fhould  treat  for  the  mutual 
advantage  of  their  affairs,  and  efpe- 
eialfy  to  accommodate  and  terminate 
differences,  and  as  they  can  treat 
only  by  minifters,  the  right  of  em- 
baffy  is  well  known,  and  eftablifhed 
by  the  law  and  ufage  of  nations. 
The  refufal  on  the  part  of  France 
to  receive  and  hear  our  minifter,  is 
then  the  denial  of  a  right ;  but  the 
refufal  to  receive  him  until  we  have 
acceded  to  their  demands  without 
difcuffion,  and  without  invefligation, 
is  to  treat  us  neither  as  allies,  nor. 
as  friends,  nor  as  a  fovereign  ftate. 

With  this  conduct  of  the  French 
government,  it  will  be  proper  to 
take  into  view  the  public  audience 
given  to  the  late  minifler  of  the 
United  States,  on  his  taking  leave 
of  the  executive  directory.  The 
fpeech  of  the  prefident  difcloles 
fentiments  more  alarming  than  the 
refufal  of  a  minifler,  becaufe  more 
dangerous  to  our  independence  and 
union;  and  at  the  fame  time  fludi- 
oufly  marked  with  indignities  to¬ 
wards  the  government  of  the  United 

States.  It  evinces  a  difoofition  to 

» 

feparate  the  people  of  the  United 
States  from  the  government ;  to 
•  perfuade  them  that  they  have  dif¬ 
ferent  affections,  principles,  and  in- 
terefls,  from  thofe  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  whom  they  themfelves  have 
chofen  to  manage  their  common 
concerns,  and  thus  to  produce  divi¬ 
der)  s  fatal  to  our  peace.  Such  at¬ 
tempts  ought  to  be  repelled,  with  a 
deciiion  which  Hi  all  convince  France 
and  the  world  that  we  are  not  a 
degraded  people,  humiliated  under 
a  colonial  fpirit  of  fear,  and  fenle 
©f  inferiority,  fitted  to  be  the  milera- 


ble  inftruments  of  foreign  influence; 
and  regardlefs  of  national  honour; 
character,  and  interefl. 

I  fhould  have  been  happy  to  have 
thrown  a  veil  over  thefe  tranfaCtions, 
if  it  had  been  poflible  to  conceal 
them ;  but  they  have  paired  on  the 
great  theatre  of  the  world,  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe  and  America, 
and  with  fuch  circumftances  of  pub¬ 
licity  and  folemnity,  that  they  can¬ 
not  be  difguifed,  and  will  not  food 
be  forgotten  ;  they  have  inflicted  a 
wound  in  the  American  bread.  It 
is  my  fincere  defire,  however,  that 
it  may  be  healed  :  it  is  my  fincere 
defire,  and  in  this  I  prefume  I  con¬ 
cur  with  you,  and  with  our  conftitu- 
ents,  to  preferve  peace  and  friend- 
fhip  with  all  nations  :  and  believing 
that  neither  the  honour  nor  the 
interefl  of  the  United  States  abfo- 
lutely  forbid  the  repetition  of  ad¬ 
vances  for  fecuring  thele  definable 
objects  with  France,  1  fhall  inllitute 
a  frefh  attempt  at  negociation  ;  and 
fhall  not  fail  to  promote  and  accele¬ 
rate  an  accommodation,  on  terms 
compatible  with  the  rights,  duties, 
interefts,  and  honour  of  the  nation. 
If  we  have  committed  errors,  and 
thefe  can  be  demonftrated,  we  fhall 
be  willing  to  correct  them ;  if  we 
have  done  injuries,  we  fhall  be 
Willing  on  conviction  to  redrefs 
them  ;  and  equal  meafures  of  juftice 
we  have  a  right  to  expeCt  from 
France,  and  every  other  nation. 
The  diplomatic  intercourfe  between 
the  United  States  and  France  being 
at  prefent  i’ufpended,  the  government 
has  no  means  of  obtaining  official 
information  from  that  country  ; 
neverthelefs  there  is  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  executive  directory 
palled  a  decree  on  the  2d  of  March 
laft,  contravening  in  part  the  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  of  1778* 
K  injurious 
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injurious  to  our  lawful  commerce, 
and  endangering  the  lives  of  our 
citizens.  A  copy  of  this  decree 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

While  we  are  endeavouring  to 
adjuft  all  our  differences  with  France 
by  amicable  negociation,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  war  in  Europe,  the  de¬ 
predations  on  our  commerce,  the 
perfonal-  injuries  to  our  citizens, 
and  the  general  compledlion  of  af¬ 
fairs,  render  it  my  indifpenfable  duty 
to  recommend  to  your  confideration 
effectual  meafures  of  defence. 

The  commerce  of  the  United 
States  has  become  an  interefting 
objedl  of  attention,  whether  we  con- 
fiderit  in  relation  to  the  wealth  and 
finances,  or  the  flrength  and  re- 
fources  of  the  nation.  With  a  fea- 
coaft  of  near  two  tboufand  miles  in 
extent,  opening  a  wide  field  for 
fifheries,  navigation,  and  commerce, 
a  great  portion  of  our  citizens  natu¬ 
rally  apply  their  induftry  and  enter- 
prize  to  thefe  objects.  Any  ferious 
and  permanent  injury  to  commerce 
would  not  fail  to  produce  the  mofl 
embarrafling  diforders  :  to  prevent 
it  from  being  undermined  and  be- 
flroyed,  it  is  effential  that  it  receive 
an  adequate  protection, 

The  naval  eftablifhment  muft 
occur  to  eveiy  man  who  confiders 
the  injuries  committed  on  our  com¬ 
merce,  the  infults  offered  to  our 
citizens,  and  the  defcription  of  the 
veffels  by  which  thefe  abufes  have 
been  pradtifed.  As  the  fuffe rings 
of  our  mercantile  and  fea-faring 
citizens  cannot  be  afcribed  to  the 
omiffion  of  duties  demandable,  con- 
fidering  the  neutral  fituation  of  our 
country,  they  are  to  be  attributed  to 
the  hope  of  impunity,  arifing  from 
a  fuppofed  inability  on  our  part  to 
afford  protection.  To  refill  the  ccm- 
(equences  of  fuch  impreffions  on  the 
\ 


minds  of  foreign  nations,  and  to 
guard  againft  the  degradation  and 
fervility  which  they  muff  finally 
ftamp  on  the  American  charadler, 
is  an  important  duty  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

A  naval  power,  next  to  the  mili¬ 
tia,  is  the  natural  defence  of  the 
United  States.  The  experience  of 
the  laft  war  would  be  lufficient  to 
fhow,  that  a  moderate  naval  force, 
fuch  as  would  be  eafily  within  the 
prefen t  abilities  of  the  union,  would 
have  been  fufficient  to  have  baffled 
many  formidable  tranfportations  of 
troops  from  one  ftate  to  another, 
which  were  then  pradtifed.  Our 
fea  coafts,  from  their  great  extent, 
are  more  eafily  annoyed,  and  more 
eafily  defended  by  a  naval  force 
than  any  other  :  with  all  the  mater 
rials  our  country  abounds  ;  in  (kill 
our  naval  architedfs  and  navigators 
are  equal  to  any ;  and  commanders 
and  feamen  will  not  be  wanting. 

But  although  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  permanent  fyftem  of  naval  de¬ 
fence  appears  to  be  requifite,  I  am 
fenfible  it  cannot  be  formed  fa 
fpeedily  and  extenfively  as  the  pre- 
fent  crifis  demands.  Hitherto  l 
have  thought  proper  to  prevent  the 
failing  of  armed  veffels,  except  on 
voyages  to  the  Eafl  Indies,  where 
general  ufage,  and  the  danger  from 
pirates,  appeared  to  render  the  per- 
million  proper;  yet  the  reftridliou 
has  originated  folely  from  a  wifh  to 
,  prevent  collufions  with  the  powers 
at  war,  contravening  the  %dt  of 
congrefs  of  June,  1794,  and  not 
from  any  doubt  entertained  by  me 
of  the  policy  and  propriety  of  per¬ 
mitting  our  veffels  to  employ  means 
of  defence  while  engaged  in  a  law¬ 
ful  foreign  commerce.  It  remains 
for  congrefs  to  prefcribe  fuch  regu¬ 
lations  as  will  enable  our  fea-fanns: 

citizens 
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citizens  to  defend  themfelves  again  ft 
violations  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
at  the  fame  time  rettrain  them  from 
committing  ads  of  hoftility  again!! 
the  powers  at  war.  Jn  addition  to 
thefe  voluntary  provifions  for  de¬ 
fence  by  individual  citizens,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  neceffary  to  equip  the 
frigates,  and  provide  other  veffels 
of  inferior  force,  to  take  under  con¬ 
voy  fuch  merchant  veffels  as  fhall 
remain  unarmed. 

The  greater  part  of  the  cruifers, 
whole  depredations  have  been  mod 
injurious,  have  been  built,  and  fame 
of  them  partially  equipped,  in  the 
United  States.  Although  an  effec¬ 
tual  remedy  may  be  attended  with 
difficulty,  yet  1  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  prefent  the  fubject  generally 
to  your  confideration.  If  a  mode 
can  be  deviled  by  the  wifdom  of 
congrefs,  to  prevent  the  refources 
of  the  United  States  from  being 
converted  into  the  means  of  annoy¬ 
ing  our  trade,  a  great  evil  will  be 
prevented.  With  the  fame  view 
I  think  it  proper  to  mention  that 
fome  of  our  citizens  refident  abroad, 
have  fitted  out  privateers,  and  others 
have  voluntarily  taken  the  com¬ 
mand,  or  entered  on  board  of  them, 
and  committed  fpoliations  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States. 
Such  unnatural  and  iniquitous  prac¬ 
tices  can  be  reftrained  only  by  fevere 
pnnilhments. 

But  betides  a  protection  of  our 
commerce  on  the  teas,  1  think  it 
highly  neeeliary  to  pro  ted  it  at 
home,  where  it  is  collected  in  our 
nioft  important  ports.  The  diftance 
of  the  United  States  from  Europe, 
and  the  well  known  promptitude, 
ardour,  and  courage  of  the  people  in 
defence  of  their  country,  happily 
diminilh  the  probability  of  invalion  : 
neverthelefs,  to  guard  againft  fudden 


and  predatory  incurfions,  the  fitua- 
tion  of  fome  of  our  principal  fea- 
ports  demands  your  confideration  ; 
and  as  our  country  is  vulnerable  in 
other  interefts  betides  thofe  of  its 
commerce,  you  will  ferioufly  delibe¬ 
rate,  whether  the  means  of  general 
defence  ought  not  to  be  increafed, 
by  an  addition  to  the  regular  artil¬ 
lery  and  cavalry,  and  by  arrange¬ 
ments  for  forming  a  provilional 
army. 

With  the  fame  view,  and  as  a 
meafure  which,  even  in  time  of 
univerfal  peace,  ought  not  to  be 
neglected,  I  recommend  to  your 
confideration  a  revifion  of  the  laws 
for  organizing,  arming,  and  difei- 
plining  the  militia,  to  render  that 
nature!  and  fate  defence  of  the 
country  efficacious.  Although  it  is 
very  true  that  we  ought  not  to  in¬ 
volve  ourfelves  in  the  political 
fyftem  of  Europe,  but  to  keep  our¬ 
felves  always  diltind  and  feparate 
from  it  if  we  can  ;  yet  to  effeCt  this 
feparation,  early,  punctual,  and  con¬ 
tinual  information  of  the  current 
chain  of  events,  and  of  the  political 
projeds  in  contemplation,  is  no  lefs 
neceffary  than  if  we  were  direCtly 
concerned  in  them.  It  is  neceffary, 
in  order  to  the  difeovery  of  the 
efforts  made  to  draw  us  into  the 
vortex,  in  feal’on  to  make  prepara¬ 
tion  againft  them.  However  we 
may  confider  ourfelves,  the  mari¬ 
time  and  commercial  powers  of  the 
world  will  confider  the  United  States 
of  America  as  forming  a  weight  in 
that  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
which  never  can  be  forgotten  or 
negleCted.  It  would  not  only  be 
againft  our  intereft,  but  it  would  be 
doing  wrong  to  one  half  of  Euiope 
at  leaft,  il  we  fliould  voluntarily 
throw  ourfelves  into  either  feale. 
It  is  a  natural  policy  for  a  nation 
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that  ftudies  to  be  neutral,  to  con- 
fult  with  other  nations  engaged  in 
the  fame  ftudies  and  purfuits  :  at 
the  lame  time  that  meafures  might 
be  purfued  with  this  view,  our  trea¬ 
ties  with  Pruftia  and  Sweden,  "one 
of  which  is  expired,  might  be  re¬ 
newed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Iloufe  of 
Reprelentatives, 

It  is  particularly  your  province  to 
confider  the  ftate  oi  our  public 
finances,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures 
refpetfing  them,  as  exigencies  Ihall 
„  be  found  to  require  ;  the  prefer va- 
tion  of  public  credit,  the  regular 
extinguifhment  of  the  public  debt, 
and  a  provilion  of  funds  to  defray 
any  extraordinary  expences,  will, 
of  courfe  coll  for  your  ferious  at¬ 
tention.  Although  the  impofition 
of  new  burdens  cannot  be  in  itlelf 
agreeable,  yet  there  is  no  ground 
to  doubt  that  the  American  people 
will  exped  from  you  fuch  meafures 
as  their  adual  engagements,  their 
prelent  fecurity,  and  future  intereft 
demand. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houle  of 
Reprefentatives, 

The  prefent  iituation  of  our  coun¬ 
try  impofes  an  obligation  on  all  the 
departments  of  government,  to  adopt 
an  explicit  and  decided  eonduS. 
In  my  Iituation  an  expofitiop  of  the 
principles  by  which  my  adminiftra- 
tion  will  be  governed,  ought  not  to 
be  omitted. 

It  is  impoftible  to  conceal  from 
ourfelves  or  the  world,  what  has 
beenN  before  obferved,  that  endea¬ 
vours  have  been  employed  to  loiter 
and  eftablifh  a  divilion  between  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United 
States.  To  inveftigate  the  .caufes 


which  have  encouraged  this  attempt 
is  not  neceflary  ;  but  to  repel  by  de¬ 
cided  and  united  councils,  infinua- 
tions  fo  derogatory  to  honour,  and 
aggreliions  fo  dangerous  to  the  con¬ 
futation,  union,  and  even  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  nation,  is  an  indifpenfable 
duty. 

It  mull  not  be  permitted  to  be 
doubted,  whether  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  fupport  the 
government  eftablifhed  by  their 
voluntary  confent,  and  appointed  by 
their  free  choice  ;  or  whether,  by 
furrendering  themfelves  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  foreign  and  domeftic  factions, 
in  oppofition  to  their  own  govern¬ 
ment,  they  will  forfeit  the  honour¬ 
able  ftation  they  have  hitherto  main¬ 
tained. 

For  myfelf,  having  never  been 
indifferent  to  what  concerned  the 
interefts  of  my  country,  devoted 
the  belt  part  of  my  life  to  obtain, 
and  fupport  its  independence,  and 
conftantly  witneffed  the  palriotifm, 
fidelity,  and  perfeverance  of  my 
fellow-citizens  on  the  moft  trying 
occalions,  it  is  not  for  me  to  helitate, 
or  abandon  a  caufe  in  which  my 
heart  has  been  fo  long  engaged. 

Convinced  that  the  conduct  of 
the  government  has  been  juft  and 
impartial  to  foreign  nations ;  that 
thol'e  internal  regulations,  which 
have  been  eftablifhed  by  law  for 
the  prefervation  of  peace,  are  in 
their  nature  proper,  and  that  they 
have  been  fairly  executed,  nothing 
will  ever  be  done  by  me  to  impair 
the  national  engagements,  to  inno¬ 
vate  upon  principles  which  have 
been  fo  deliberately  and  uprightly 
eftablilhed,  or  to  furrender  in  any 
manner  the  rights  of  the  govern- 
merit.  To  enable  me  to  maintain 
this  declaration,  1  rely,  under  God, 
with  entire  confidence  on  the  firm 

and 


558*  ANNUAL  RE 

and  enlightened  fupport  jof  the  na¬ 
tional  legiflature,  and  upon  the 
virtue  and  patriotifm  of  my  fellow 
citizens. 

John  Adams. 


\Fo  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  to  the 
Prejident,  in  anfwer  to  his  Speech , 
'which  was  little  more  than  an  echo 
of  it,  the  following  anfwer  was 
returned. 

I  RECEIVE  with  great  fatis- 
faXion  your  candid  approbation  of 
the  convention  of  congrefs,  and 
thank  you  for  your  aflurance  that 
theinterefting  fubjeXs  recommended 
to  your  confideration  fliall  receive 
every  attention  which  their  im¬ 
portance  demands ;  and  that  your 
co-operation  may  be  expeXed  in 
thofe  meafures  which  may  appear 
ueceffary  for  our  fecurity  or  peace. 

The  declaration  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  this  nation  of  their  fatis- 
faXion  at  my  promotion  to  the  firft 
office  in  the  government,  and  of 
their  confidence  in  my  fincere  endea¬ 
vours  to  difcharge  the  various  duties 
of  it  with  advantage  to  our  common 
country,  have  excited  my  moft 
grateful  fenfibility. 

I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  be¬ 
lieve,  and  to  communicate  fuch 
affurances  to  our  conftituents,  that 
no  event  which  we  can  forefee  to 
be  attainable  by  any  exertions  in 
the  difcharge  of  my  duties,  can 
afford  me  l'o  much  cordial  Satisfac¬ 
tion  as  to  conduct  a  negociation 
with  the  French  republic,  to  a  re¬ 
moval  of  prejudice,  a  correXion  of 
errors,  a  diffipation  of  outrages,  an 
accommodation  of  all  differences, 
and  a  reftoration  of  harmony  and 
affeXion,  to  the  mutual  fatisfaXion 
of  both  nations.  And  whenever 
the  legitimate  organs  of  intercourfe 
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fhall  be  reffored,  and  the  real  fenti- 
ments  of  the  two  governments  can 
be  candidly  communicated  to  each 
other,  although  ftrongly  impreffed 
with  the  neceffity  of  collecting  our- 
felves  into  a  manly  pofture  of  de¬ 
fence,  I  neverthelefs  entertain  an 
encouraging  confidence  that  a  mu¬ 
tual  fpirit  of  conciliation,  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  compenfate  injuries,  and 
accommodate  each  other  in  all  our 
relations  and  connexions,  will  pro¬ 
duce  an  agreement  to  a  treaty  con¬ 
fident  with  the  rights,  duties,  and 
honour  of  both  nations. 

(Signed)  John  Adams. 
United  States ,  June  3,  1797. 


Mejfage  received  by  the  Houfe  of  Re - 
prefentatives  from  the  Prejident ,  on 
the  \<ith  of  June,  1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Iloufe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

I  HAVE  received  information 
from  the  commiffioners  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
purfuant  to  the  third  article  of  our 
treaty  with  Spain,  that  the  running 
and  marking  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  colonies  of  Eafl  and 
Weft  Florida,  and  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  have  been  de¬ 
layed  by  the  officers  of  his  catholic 
majefty,  and  that  they  have  declared 
their  intention  to  maintain  his 
jurifdiXion,  and  to  fufpend  the  with¬ 
drawing  of  his  troops  from  military 
pofts  they  occupy  within  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  United  States,  until  the 
two  governments  (hall  by  negocia¬ 
tion  have  fettled  the  meaning  of  the 
fecond  article  refpeXing  the  with¬ 
drawing  of  the  troops,  garrifons,  or 
fettlements  of  either  party,  in  the 
territory  of  the  other ;  that  is. 

whether 
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whether  when  the  Spanifh  garrifons 
withdraw,  they  are  to  leave  the 
works  Handing,  or  to  demoliffi  them; 
and,  until  by  an  additional  article  to 
the  treaty,  the  real  property  of  the 
inhabitants  (hall  be  fecured,  and 
likewife  until  the  Spanifh  officers 
are  fure  the  Indians  will  be  pacific. 
The  two  firfl  queflions,  if  to  be 
determined  by  negociation,  might 
be  made  fubjeds  of  difcuffion  for 
years ;  and  as  no  limitation  of  time 
can  be  prefcribed  to  the  other  (a 
certainty  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Spanifh  officers  that  the  Indians 
will  be  pacific)  it  will  be  impoffible 
to  fuffer  it  to  remain  an  obftacle  to 
the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  on  the 
part  of  Spain. 

To  remove  the  firft  difficulty,  I 
have  determined  to  leave  it  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  officers  of  his 
catholic  majeffy,  when  they  with¬ 
draw  his  troops  from  the  forts  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
either  to  leave  the  works  Handing, 
or  to  demoliffi  them  ;  and  to  re¬ 
move  the  fecond,  I  (hall  caufe  an 
affurance  to  be  publifhed,  and  to  be 
particularly  communicated  to  the 
miniHer  of  his  catholic  majeffy, 
and  to  the  governor  of  Louifiana, 
that  the  fettlers  or  occupants  of  the 
lands  in  quedion,  lhall  not  be  dif- 
turbed  in  their  poffeffions  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  (hall  be 
proteded  in  all  their  lawful  claims : 
and  to  prevent  or  remove  every 
doubt  on  this  point,  it  merits  the 
confideration  of  congrefs,  whether 
it  will  not  be  expedient  immediately 
to  pafs  a  law,  giving  pofitive  afiur- 
ance  to  thofe  inhabitants,  who  by 
fair  and  regular  grants,  or  by  occu¬ 
pancy,  have  obtained  legal  titles,  or 
equitable  claims  to  lands  in  that 
country,  prior  to  the  final  ratifica¬ 
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tion  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain  on  the 
25th  of  April  1796. 

This  country  is  rendered  pecu¬ 
liarly  valuable  by  its  inhabitants, 
who  are  represented  to  amount  to 
nearly  four  thoufand,  generally  well 
affeded,  and  much  attached  to  the 
United  States,  and  zealous  for  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  government  undef 
their  authority. 

I  therefore  recommend  to  your 
confideration,  the  expediency  of 
creating  a  government  in  the  dif- 
trid  of  the  Natches,  fimjlar  to  that 
eHablifhed  for  the  territory  north- 
weft  of  the  river  Ohio ;  but  with 
certain  modifications,  relative  to 
titles  in  claims  of  land,  whether 
of  individuals  or  companies,  or  to 
claims  of  jurifdidion  of  any  indivi¬ 
dual  Hate. 

John  Adams. 

United  States ,  June  12,  1797. 


Mejfage  from  the  Prejident  of  the 
United  States  to  Congrefs. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  "and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Iioufe  of 
,  Iteprefentatives, 

SHE  whole  of  the  intelligence 
which  has  for  fome  time  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  abroad,  the  correfpond- 
ence  between  this  government  and 
the  minifiers  of  the  belligerent  pow¬ 
ers  refiding  here,  and  the  advices 
from  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  civil  and  military,  upon  the 
frontiers,  all  confpire  to  fiiew,  in  a 
very  Hrong  light,  the  critical  fitua- 
tion  of  our  country.  That  congrefs 
might  be  enabled  to  form  a  more 
perfed  judgment  of  it,  and  of  the 
meafures  neceffary  to  be  taken,  I 
have  direded  the  proper  officers  to 
prepare  fuch  colledions  of  extrads 
from  the  public  correfpondence,  as 

might. 
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might  afford  the  cleared  informa¬ 
tion.  The  reports  made  to  me  from 
the  fecretary  of  date,  and  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  with  a  collection  of 
documents  from  each  of  them,  are 
now  communicated  to  both  houfes 
of  congrefs.  I  have  defired  that 
the  meflage,  reports,  and  documents, 
may  be  confide  red  as  confidential, 
merely  that  the  members  of  both 
houfes  of  congrefs  may  be  apprifed 
of  their  contents  before  they  fhould 
be  made  public.  As  foon  as  the 
houfes  lhall  have  heard  them,  I  fhall 
fubmit  to  their  difcretion  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  whole,  or  any  fuch 
parts  of  them  as  they  fhall  judge 
neceffary  or  expedient  for  the  public 
good. 

John  Adams. 

United  States ,  July  3,  1797. 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Senate  ( to  the  Senate ,  on  the  6th 
of  July,  1 797 )  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  a  Letter  *  from  W.  Blount, 
Lfq.  one  of  the  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Teneffee. 

THAT  Mr.  Blount  having  de¬ 
clined  an  acknowledgment  or  denial 
of  the  letter  imputed  to  him,  and 


having  failed  to  appear  to  give  any 
fatisfadory  explanation  refpeding 
it,  your  committee  fent  for  the 
original  letter,  which  accompanies 
this  report. 

Two  fenators,  now  prefent  in  the 
fenate,  have  declared  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  they  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Blount, 
and  have  no  doubt  that  this  letter 
was  written  by  him.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  have  examined  many  letters 
from  Mr.  Blount  to  the  fecretary  of 
wrar,  a  number  of  which  are  here¬ 
with  fubmitted,  as  well  as  the  let¬ 
ter  addreffed  by  Mr.  Blount  to  Mr. 
Cocke,  his  colleague  in  the  fenate, 
and  to  this  committee,  refpeding 
the  bufinefs  now  under  confidera- 
tion  ;  and  find  them  all  to  be  of  the 
fame  hand-writing  with  the  letter 
in  queftion.  Mr.  Blount  has  never 
denied  this  letter,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  the  copy  tranfmitted  to 
the  fenate  was  read  in  his  prefence 
on  the  3d  inftant,  he  acknowledged, 
in  his  place,  that  he  had  written  a 
letter  to  Carey,  of  which  he  had 
preferved  a  copy ;  but  could  not 
then  decide  whether  the  copy  read 
was  a  true  one.  Your  committee 
are,  therefore,  fully  perfuaded  that 
the  original  letter,  now  produced, 
was  written  and  fent  to  Carey  by 

Mr. 


*  The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Letter . 

Dear  Carey,  Col.  King’s  Iron  Works ,  April  21. 

I  withed  to  have  feen  you  before  I  returned  to  Philadelphia;  but  I  am  obliged 
to  return  to  t  lie  seflion  of  congrefs,  which  commences  on  the  15th  of  May. 

Among  other  thing's  that  I  withed  to  have  feen  you  about,  was  the  bufmefs  of 
captain  Chitholm,  mentioned  to  the  Britifh  minifter,  laft  winter,  at  Philadelphia. 

I  believe,  but  I  am  not  quite  fure,  that  the  plan  then  talked  of  will  be  attempted 
this  tall;  and  if  it  is  attempted,  it  will  be  in  a  much  larger  way  than  then  talked  of: 
and  it  the  Indians  a6l  their  part,  1  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  lucceed.  A  man  of 
eonfequence  has  gone  to  England  about  the  bufinefs  ;  and  if  he  makes  arrangements  as 
he  experts,  I  tliall  mytelf  have  a  hand  in  the  bufinefs,  and  probably  thall  be  at  the 
bead,  of  the  bufinefs  on  the  part  of  the  Britilh. 

lou  are,  however,  to  underftand,  that  it  is  not  yet  quite  certain,  that  the  plan  will 
be  attempted  ;  yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep  things  in  a  train  for  afbon  in  eale  it 
fhould  be  attempted ;  aud  to  do  fo  will  require  all  your  management,  I  fay,  will 

n  require 
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Mr.  Blount.  They  alfo  find  that 
this  man,  Carey,  to  whom  it  was 
addrefied,  is,  to  the  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Blount,  in  the  pay  and  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  as  their 
interpreter  to  the  Cherokee  nation 
of  Indians,  and  an  afiiftant  in  the 
public  factory  at  Tellico  Block- 
houfe :  that  Hawkins,  who  is  fo 
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often  mentioned  in  this  letter  as  a 
perfon  who  mult  be  brought  into 
lufpicion  among  the  Creeks,  and  if 
poffible  driven  from  his  ftation,  is 
the  fuperintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
for  the  United  States  among  the 
fouthern  Indians ;  Dinfmore  is  agent 
for  the  United  States  in  the  Chero¬ 
kee  nation ;  and  Byers  one  of  the 


require  all  your  management,  becaufe  you  mult  take  care,  in  whatever  jou  fay  to 
Rogers,  or  any  body  elfe,  not  to  let  the  plan  be  dil'covered  by  Hawkins,  Dinfmoor, 
.Dyers,  or  any  other  perfon  in  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  or  Spain. 

If  I  attempt  this  plan,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  have  you  and  all  my  Indian  country 
and  Indian  friends  with  me  ;  but  you  are  now  in  good  bulinefs  I  hope,  and  you  are  not 
to  rilk  the  lofs  of  it  by  faying  any  thing  that  will  hurt  you,  until  you  again  hear  from 
me.  Where  Captain  Chilholm  is  I  do  not  know;  I  left  him  in  Philadelphia  in  March, 
and  he  frequently  vilited  the  minilter,  and  lpoke  upon  the  fubje6t ;  out  I  believe  he 
will  go  into  the  Creek  nation,  by  way  of  South  Carolina  or  Georgia.  He  gave  out  that 
he  was  going  to  England,  but  I  did  not  believe  him.  Among  other  things  that  you 
may  falely  do,  will  he  to  keep  up  my  confequence  with  W'atts,  and  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokees  generally  ;  and  you  lauft  by  no  means  fay  any  thing  in  favour  of  Hawkins  , 
hut,  as  often  as  you  can  with  fafety  to  yourfelf,  you  may  teach  the  Creeks  to  believe 
that  he  is  no  better  than  lie  fhould  be.  Any  power  or  confequence  he  gels  will  be 

againft  our  plan.  #  . 

Perhaps,  Rogers,  who  has  no  office  to  lofe,  is  the  heft  man  to  give  out  talks  againft 
Hawkins.  Read  ihe  letter  to  Rogers,  and  if  you  think  it  belt  to  fend  it  to  him,  put  a 
wafer  in  it,  and  forward  it  to  him  by  a  fafe  hand  ;  or,  perhaps,  you  had  better  fend  for 
him  to  come  to  you,  and  fpeak  to  him  yourfelf  refpecting  the  ftate  and  prolpe6t  of 
things. 

I  have  advifed  you,  in  whatever  you  do,  to  take  care  of  yourfelf.  I  have  now  to 
tell  you  to  take  care  of  me  ;  for  a  difcovery  of  the  plan  would  prevent  the  fuccefs, 
and  much  injure  all  the  parties  coucerned.  It  may  be  that  the  commiffioners  may  not 
run  the  line  as  the  Indians  expeft  or  wiffi  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  it  is  probable  that  the 
Indians  may  be  taught  to  blame  me  tor  making  the  treaty. 

To  fuch  complaints  againft  me,  if  fuch  there  are,  it  may  be  faid  by  my  friends,  at 
proper  times  and  places,  that  Doublehead  confirmed  the  treaty  with  the  Prefident  at 
Philadelphia,  and  received  as  much  as  5000  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  the  nation, 
over  and  above  the  firft  price.  Indeed  it  may  with  truth  be  faid,  that  though  I  made 
the  treaty,  I  made  it  by  the  inflections  of  the  Prefident;  and  in  fa6t,  it  may  with  truth 
he  faid,  that  I  was  by  the  Prefident  inftru&ed  to  purchafe  much  more  land  than  the 
Indians  would  agree  to  fell. 

This  fort  of  talk  will  be  throwing  all  the  blame  off  me  upon  the  late  Prefident  ;  and 
as  he  is  now  out  of  office,  it  will  be  of  no  confequence  how  much  the  Indians  blame  him. 
And  among  other  things  that  may  be  faid  far  me  is,  that  I  was  not  at  the  running  of  the 
line,  and  that  if  I  had  been,  it  would  have  been  run  more  to  their  latisfaclion.  In  ihort, 
you  underftand  the  fubjeG:,  and  muft  take  care  to  give  out  the  proper  talks  to  keep 
up  my  confequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees.  Can’t  Rogers  contrive  to  get 
the  Creeks  to  defire  the  Prefident  to  take  Hawkins  out  of  the  nation  ?  For  if  he  ftays  in 
the  Creek  nation,  and  gets  the  good-will  of  the  nation,  he  can  and  will  do  great 
injury  to  our  plan. 

When  you  have  read  this  letter  over  three  times,  then  burn  it.  I  ffiall  be  at 
Knoxville  in  July  or  Auguft,  when  I  will  fend  for  Watts,  and  give  him  the  whifkey 
I  promifed. 

lam,  &cg. 


WifcUAJt  Blount. 


agents 
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agents  in  the  public  fadory  at  Tel- 
iico  Block-houle. 

The  plan  hinted  at  in  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  letter,  to  be  executed  under 
the  aufpices  of  the  Britiffi,  is  fo 
capable  of  different  conllrudions 
and  conjectures,  that  your  committee 
at  prefent  forbear  giving  any  decided 
opinion  refpe&ing  it ;  except  that  to 
Mr.  Blount’s  own  mind  it  appeared 
to  be  inconfihent  with  the  intereffs 
of  the  United  States  and  of  Spain  ; 
and  he  was  therefore  anxious  to 
conceal  it  from  both.  But  when 
they  confidered  his  attempt  to  fe- 
duce  Carey  from  his  duty  as  a  faith¬ 
ful  interpreter,  and  to  employ  him 
as  an  engine  to  alienate  the  affection 
and  confidence  of  the  Indians  from 
the  public  officers  of  the  United 
States  refiding  among  them;  the 
meafures  he  has  propofed  to  excite 
a  temper  which  muff  produce  the 
recall  or  expulfion  of  our  fuperin- 
tendent  from  the  Creek  nation  ;  his 
infidious  advice,  tending  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  his  own  popularity 
and  confequence,  at  the  expence  and 
hazard  of  the  good  opinion  which 
the  Indians  entertain  of  this  govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  the  treaties  fubfifting 
between  us  and  them, —your  com¬ 
mittee  have  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Blount’s  conduct  has  been  inconfift- 
ent  with  his  public  duty,  renders 
him  unworthy  of  a  further  continu¬ 
ance  of  his  prefent  public  trull 
in  this  body,  and  amounts  to  a 
high  mifdemeanor. — They  therefore 
unammoully  recommend  to  the 
fenate,  an  adoption  of  the  following 
refolution  : 

Refolved,  That* 1  William  Blount, 
efq.  one  of  the  fenators  of  the 
United  States,  hath  been  guilty  of 
a  high  mifdemeanor,  entirely  incon- 
fiftent  with  his  public  trull  and  duty, 
as  a  fenator  of  the  United  States. 


On  Friday,  July  7,  the  following 

Me f age  was  received  by  the  Seriate, 
from  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives . 

Mr.  President, 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  in  their  name, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  bar  of 
your  houfe,  to  impeach  William 
Blount,  a  member  of  the  fenate, 
and  to  inform  you,  that  they  will 
exhibit,  in  due  time,  articles  of 
impeachment  againlt  him,  and  make 
good  the  fame.  I  am  alfo  com¬ 
manded  to  demand  that  the  faid 
William  Blount  be  fequeftered  from 
his  feat  in  the  fenate,  and  that 
orders  be  taken  for  his  appearance, 
to  anfwer  the  charges  which  they 
Hi  all  bring  againlt  him. 

O11  Saturday  July  8,  a  motion 
was  put  and  carried,  for  the  expul¬ 
fion  of  Mr.  Blount. 


Authentic  Documents ,  laid  before 

Congrefs  by  the  Prefdent  of  the 

United  States. 

Note  from  the  British  Minifter. 

R.  LISTON  prefents  his  refpeds 
to  Colonel  Pickering,  fecretary  of 
Hate. 

When  you  firlt  mentioned  to  me 
the  fufpicions  expreffed  by  the 
Spanilh  minilter,  refpe&ing  an  expe¬ 
dition  fuppofed  to  be  preparing  on 
the  Lakes,  with  a  view  to  attack 
the  Spanish  polls  in  Louifiana,  I 
took  the  liberty  of  obferving  to  you, 
that  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any 
fuch  preparations,  and  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  they  exilled. 

I  have  fince  requelled  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  fubject  from  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  of  Canada,  and  his  ma- 
jelty’s  fecretary  of  llate  ;  and  I  have 
authority  to  allure  you,  that  no  ex¬ 
pedition  of  the  nature  of  that  alluded 
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to,  has  been  or  is  intended  by  the 
Britifh  government.  Indeed,  the 
impropriety  of  violating  the  neutral 
territory  of  the  United  States,  is  an 
objection  of  fufficient  magnitude  to 
induce  the  king’s  minifters  to  reject 
any  fuch  plan,  were  it  fuggefted  to 
them, 

Philadelphia,  June  19,  1797. 


Note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Mr,  Lift  on. 

Department  of  State ,  Philadelphia , 
Sir,  July  1,  1797. 

YOUR  note  of  the  19th  of  the 
laft  month,  alluding  to  the  fufpicions 
exprefied  by  the  Spanifh  minifter, 
refpe&ing  an  expedition  fuggefted  to 
be  preparing  at  the  Lakes  againft 
the  Spanifh  polls  in  Louiftana,  I  laid 
before  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  who  received  great  fatisfac- 
tion  from  your  afturance,  that  no 
fuch  expedition  has  been  or  is  in¬ 
tended  by  the  Britifh  government. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  inquire 
whether  you  can  give  any  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  any  other  project 
of  an  expedition  againft  any  part 
of  the  dominions  of  Spain,  adjacent 
to  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
where  or  from  whence  any  co-opera¬ 
tion  was  contemplated  ?  I  am  aware 
of  the  delicacy  of  this  inquiry  ;  but 
the  franknefs  of  your  verbal  anfwer, 
formerly,  relating  to  the  alleged 
expedition  from  Canada,  and  the 
aflurances  of  your  note  above  men¬ 
tioned,  lead  me  to  hope  that  you 
will  not  deem  the  prefent  inquiry 
improper ;  and  the  proofs  you  have 
uniformly  given  of  refpedl  to  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  the  United 
States,  authorize  the  fuither  hope, 
that  you  will  feel  yourfelf  at  liberty 
to  communicate  any  information 


you  pofiefs,  which  on  this  occafion 
may  concern  their  tranquillity  and 
welfare ;  and  I  beg  you  to  be  allured, 
that  it  is  on  this  ground  only  that 
I  would  make  the  inquiry.  I  will 
add,  however,  that  it  is  not  the 
refult  of  lufpicion,  but  of  informa¬ 
tion  (in  which  your  name  is  intro¬ 
duced)  that  fome  project  of  the  kind 
has  been  contemplated,  and  that 
the  means  propofed  for  carrying  it 
into  execution  could  not  but  be 
highly  detrimental  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  refpedt,  Sir, 
Your  moll  obedient  fervant, 
Timothy  Pickering, 
Piobert  Lfton ,  Efq.  Envoy 
Extraordinary  andMinfter 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  to  the. 

United  States . 


Reply  of  Mr,  Lfton. 

R.  LISTON  prefents  his  refpecis. 
to  Colonel  Pickering,  fecretary  of 
Hate. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  yefterday. 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  winter,  fome 
perfons  did  actually  propofe  to  me 
a  plan  for  an  attack  on  the  Floridas, 
and  the  other  pofleffions  of  his 
catholic  majefty,  adjoining  to  the 
territories  of  the  United  States. 

The  general  outline  of  the  project 
was,  that  the  expedition  Ihould  be 
undertaken  by  a  Britifh  force  fent 
by  lea,  and  feconded  by  a  number 
of  men  reftdent  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  who,  I  was 
allured,  would  be  willing  to  join  the 
king’s  ftandard,  if  it  were  eredled  on 
the  Spanilh  territory, 
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I  informed  the  proje&ors  that  I 
could  not  give  any  encouragement 
to  a  plan  of  this  nature  ;  and  I  par¬ 
ticularly  ftated  two  objections  to  it ; 
the  impropriety  of  any  meafure  that 
tended  to  a  violation  of  the  neutrality 
of  the  United  States, — and  the  inhu¬ 
manity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the 
Indians ;  a  circurnftance  hinted  at 
in  the  converlation  that  had  taken 
place  on  the  fubjed. 

I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty, 
however,  to  mention  the  bufinefs 
in  my  correfpondenee  with  my 
fuperiors  ;  and  I  lately  received  an 
anfwer,  acquainting  me  that  his 
majefty’s  minifters  did  not  think 
proper  to  give  any  countenance  to 
the  project.  The  two  obje&ions 
above  alluded  to  (which  I  had  of 
eourfe  infifted  on  in  my  report)  are 
hated  as  fuflicient  reafons  for  its 
rejection. 

You  mull  allow  me,  Sir,  to  de¬ 
cline  entering  into  any  further  par¬ 
ticulars  :  on  the  one  hand,  becaufe, 
although  I  have  all  along  fufpe&ed, 
that  the  perfons  who  propofed  the 
plan  to  me,  might  not  improbably 
be  employed  by  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  to  endeavour  with 
finifter  views  to  infitmate  themfelves 
into  my  confidence  ;  yet  as  thefe 
my  furmifes  may  be  falfe,  I  fliould 
not  be  juftified  in  betraying  the 
fecrets  of  men  who  may  have  meant 
me  well ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
becaufe  however  loofe  the  principles 
of  thefe  fpeculators  may  have  been 
on  the  fubjedt  of  the  law  of  nations 
(as  it  regards  the  duties  of  neu¬ 
trality)  none  of  them  in  their  inter- 
courfe  with  me,  ever  expreffed  fen- 
liments  that  were  in  any  degree 
hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  the  United 
States. 

Philadelphia ,  July  2. 
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Addrefs  of the  Prefdent  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  Congrefs,  on 
opening  the  Sejjion ,  November  23. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

I  WAS  for  fome  time  apprehen- 
five  that  it  would  be  necefi'ary,  on 
account  of  the  contagious  ficknefs 
which  affected  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  to  convene  the  national 
legiflature  at  fome  other  place. 
This  meafure  it  was  defirable  to 
avoid,  becaufe  it  would  occafion 
much  public  inconvenience,  and  a 
confiderable  public  expence,  and 
add  to  the  calamities  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  this  city,  whofe  fufferings 
muff  have  excited  the  fympathy  of 
all  tlieir  fellow-citizens.  There¬ 
fore,  after  taking  meafures  to  af- 
certain  the  date  and  decline  of  the 
ficknefs,  I  poftponed  my  determin¬ 
ation,  having  hopes,  now  happily 
realifed,  that,  without  hazard  to  the 
lives  or  health  of  the  members, 
Congrefs  might  affemble  at  this 
place,  where  it  was  next  by  law  to 
meet.  I  fubmit,  however,  to  your 
confideration,  whether  a  power  to 
poffpone  the  meeting  of  Congrefs, 
without  palling  the  time  fixed  by 
the  conftitution  upon  fueh  occa- 
fions,  would  be  a  ufeful  amendment 
to  the  law  of  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety-four.  Although 
1  cannot  yet  congratulate  you  on 
the  re-eftablilhment  of  peace  in 
Europe,  and  the  reftoration  of  fecu- 
rity  to  the  perfons  and  properties 
of  our  citizens  from  injuftice  and 
violence  at  fea,  we  have,  neverthe- 
lefs,  abundant  caufe  of  gratitude  to 
the  fource  of  benevolence  and  in¬ 
fluence,  for  interior  tranquillity  and 
perfonal  fecurity,  for  propitious 
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feafons,  profperous  agriculture,  pro¬ 
ductive  hlheries,  aud  general  im¬ 
provements  ;  and,  above  all,  for  a 
national  lpirit  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  and  a  calm  but  fteady  de¬ 
termination  to  fupport  our  fove- 
reignty,  as  well  as  our  moral  and 
religious  principles,  againlt  all  open 
and  fecret  attacks. 

Our  Envoys  Extraordinary  to  the 
French  Republic  embarked,  one 
in  July,  the  other  in  Augult,  to  join 
their  colleagues  in  Holland.  I  have 
received  intelligence  of  the  arrival 
of  both  of  them  in  Holland,  from 
whence  they  all  proceeded  on  their 
journey  to  Paris,  within  a  few  days 
of  the  19th  of  September.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  the  refult  of  this 
million,  I  trull  that  nothing  will 
have  been  omitted  on  my  part  to 
conduct  the  negotiation  to  a  fuccefs- 
ful  conclufion,  on  luch  equitable 
terms  as  may  be  compatible  with 
the  fafety,  honour,  and  interefts  of 
the  United  States.  Nothing  in  the 
mean  time  will  contribute  fo  much 
to  the  prefervation  of  peace,  and 
the  attainment  of  jultice,  as  a  mani- 
feftation  of  the  energy  and  unani¬ 
mity,  of  which,  on  many  former 
occalions,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  given  fuch  memorable 
proofs,  and  the  exertions  of  thofe  re- 
iources,  for  national  defence,  which 
a  benevolent  Providence  has  kindly 
placed  within  their  power. 

It  may  be  confidently  alferted, 
that  nothing  has  occurred  lince  the 
adjournment  of  Congrefs,  which 
renders  inexpedient  thofe  precau¬ 
tionary  meafures  recommended  by 
me  to  the  confideration  of  the  two 
Houfes,  at  the  opening  of  your  late 
extraordinary  felhon.  If  that  fyllem 
was  then  prudent,  it  is  more  fo  now, 
as  increafmg  depredations  Itrenghten 
the  reafcms  for  its  adoption. 


Indeed,  whatever  may  be  the 
iffue  of  the  negotiation  with  France, 
and  whether  the  war  in  Europe  is 
or  is  not  to  continue,  I  hold  it  molt 
certain,  that  permanent  tranquillity 
and  order  will  not  foon  be  obtained. 
The  hate  of  fociety  has  fo  long  been 
dilturbed,  the  fenfe  of  moral  and 
religious  obligations  fo  much  weak¬ 
ened,  public  faith  and  national  ho¬ 
nour  have  been  fo  impaired,  refpeCl 
to  treaties  has  been  fo  diminiihed, 
and  the  law  of  nations  has  loll  fo 
much  of  its  force,  while  pride,  am¬ 
bition,  avarice,  and  violence,  have 
been  fo  much  unreltrained,  that  there 
remains  no  reafonable  ground  on 
which  to  raife  an  expectation,  that 
a  commerce,  without  protection  or 
defence,  will  not  be  plundered. 

The  commerce  of  the  United 
States  is  effential,  if  not  to  their 
exigence,  at  lealt  to  their  comfort, 
their  growth,  profperity,  and  happi- 
nefs ;  the  genius,  character,  and 
habits  of  the  people  are  highly  com¬ 
mercial  ;  their  cities  have  been 
formed  and  exilt  upon  commerce : 
our  agriculture,  fifheries,  arts,  and 
manufactures,  are  connected  with 
and  dependent  upon  it.  In  Ihort, 
commerce  has  made  this  country 
what  it  is,  and  it  cannot  be  deltroyed 
or  negleCted,  without  involving  the 
people  in  poverty  and  diltrefs.  Great 
numbers  are  direCtly  and  folely  fop- 
ported  by  navigation.  The  faith  of 
lociety  is  pledged  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  rights  of  commercial  and 
feafaring,no  lefs  than  for  thofe  of  the 
other  citizens.  Under  this  view  of 
our  affairs,  I  lhould  bold  myfeif 
guilty  of  a  negleCt  of  duty,  if  1  for¬ 
bore  to  recommend,  that  we  lhould 
make  every  exertion  to  protect  our 
commerce,  and  to  place  our  country 
in  a  Ratable  pofture  of  defence,  as  the 
only  fure  means  of  preferving  both. 

I  have 
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I  have  entertained  an  expectation, 
that  it  would  have  been  in  my 
power,  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion, 
to  have  communicated  to  you  the 
agreeable  information  of  the  due 
execution  of  our  treaty  with  his 
catholic  majefty,  refpeding  the 
withdrawing  of  his  troops  from  our 
territory,  and  the  demarcation  of 
the  line  of  limits  ;  but,  by  the  lateft 
authentic  intelligence,  Spanifh  gar- 
rifons  were  ftill  continued  within 
our  country,  and  the  running  of  the 
boundary  line  had  not  been  com¬ 
menced.  Thefe  circumftances  are 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  they 
cannot  fail  to  affed  the  Indians  in  a 
manner  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  Still,  however,  indulging 
the  hope  that  the  anfwers  which 
have  been  given  will  remove  the 
objedions  offered  by  the  Spanifh 
officers,  to  the  immediate  execution 
of  the  treaty,  I  have  judged  it 
proper,  that  we  ffiould  continue  in 
readinefs  to  receive  the  pofts,  and  to 
run  the  line  of  limits. 

Further  information  on  this  fub- 
jed  will  be  communicated  in  the 
courfe  of  the  feffion. 

In  connedion  with  the  unplea- 
fant  fcate  of  things  on  our  we  Hern 
frontier,  it  is  proper  for  me  to 
mention  the  attempts  of  foreign 
agents  to  alienate  the  affedions  of 
the  Indian  nations,  and  to  excite 
them  to  adual  hoflilities  againft  the 
United  States.  Great  adivity  has 
been  exerted  by  thofe  perfons  who 
have  inlinuated  themfelves  among 
the  Indian  tribes  refiding  within 
the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
to  influence  them  to  transfer  their 
affedions  and  force  to  a  foreign 
nation,  to  form  them  into  a  con¬ 
federacy,  and  to  prepare  them  for 
war  againft  the  United  States. 

Although  meafures  have  been 


taken  to  counterad  thefe  infradions 
of  our  rights,  to  prevent  Indian  hof- 
tilities,  and  to  preferve  entire  their 
attachment  to  the  United  States,  it 
is  my  duty  to  obferve,  that  to  give 
a  better  effed  to  thefe  meafures, 
and  to  obviate  the  confequence  of 
a  repetition  of  fuch  pradices,  a  law, 
providing  adequate  punifhment  for 
fuch  offences,  may  be  neceffary. 

The  Commiffioners  appointed 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  to  afcertain  the 
river  which  was  truly  intended  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  the  river  St.  Croix, 
mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  peace, 
met  at  Paffamaquody  Bay,  in  Odo- 
ber  1796,  and  viewed  the  mouths 
of  the  rivers  in  queftion,  and  the 
adjacent  fhores  and  i Hands,  and 
being  of  opinion  that  adual  furveys 
of  both  rivers  to  their  fources  were 
neceffary,  gave  to  the  agents  of  the 
two  nations  inft ructions  for  that 
purpofe,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Bofton  in  Auguft.  They  met,  but 
the  furveys  requiring  more  time 
than  had  been  fuppofed,  and  not 
being  then  completed,  the  Com¬ 
miffioners  again  adjourned,  to  meet 
at  Providence,  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode 
Ifland,  in  June  next,  when  we  may 
exped  a  final  examination  and  de- 
cifion. 

The  Commiffioners  appointed  in 
purfuance  of  the  fixth  article  of  the 
treaty,  met  at  Philadelphia  in  May 
laft,  to  examine  the  claims  of  Bri- 
tilli  fubjeds  for  debts  contraded 
before  the  peace,  and  ftill  remaining 
due  to  them  from  citizens  or  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  United  States.  Va¬ 
rious  caufes  have  hitherto  prevented 
any  determination;  but  the  bufinefs 
is  now  refumed,  and  doubtlefs  will 
be  profecuted  without  interruption. 

Several 


STATE 

Several  deciflons  on  the  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  tor 
Ioffes  and  damages  fuftained  by 
reafon  of  irregular  and  illegal  cap¬ 
tures,  or  condemnations  of  their 
veffels  or  other  property,  have  been 
made  by  the  Commiffioners  in  Lon¬ 
don,  conformably  to  the  feventh 
article  of  the  treaty.  The  fums 
awarded  by  the  Commiffioners  have 
been  paid  by  the  Britifh  government. 
A  confiderable  number  of  other 
claims,  where  cofts  and  damages, 
and  not  captured  property,  were  the 
only  objects  in  queltion,  have  been 
decided  by  arbitration ;  and  the  fums 
awarded  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  alfo  been  paid. 

The  Commiffioners  appointed 
agreeably  to  the  21ft  article  of  our 
treaty  with  Spain,  met  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  the  fummer  paft,  to  examine 
and  decide  on  the  claims  of  our  citi¬ 
zens  for  Ioffes  they  have  fuftained, 
in  confequence  of  their  veffels  and 
cargoes  having  been  taken  by  the 
fubjedts  of  his  catholic  majefty, 
during  the  late  war  between  Spain 
and  France.  Their  fittings  have 
been  interrupted,  but  now  are  re¬ 
fumed. 

The  United  States  being  obli¬ 
gated  to  make  compenfation  for 
the  Ioffes  and  damages  fuftained  by 
Britifh  fubje&s,  upon  the  award  of 
the  Commiffioners  adling  under  the 
fixth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain ;  and  for  the  Ioffes  and  da¬ 
mages  fuftained  by  Britifh  fubjedts, 
by  reafon  of  the  capture  of  their 
veffels  and  merchandize,  taken  within 
the  limits  and  jurifdidtion  of  the 
United  States,  and  brought  into 
their  ports,  or  taken  by  veffels  ori¬ 
ginally  armed  in  ports  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  awards  of  the 
Commiffioners  adting  under  the 
feventh  article  of  the  fame  treaty ; 
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it  is  neceffary  that  provifion  be  made 
for  fulfilling  thefe  obligations. 

The  numerous  captures  of  Ame¬ 
rican  veffels  by  the  cruizers  of  the 
French  Republic,  and  of  feme  by 
thole  of  Spain,  have  occalionecl  con¬ 
fiderable  expences  in  making  and 
fupporting  the  claim  of  our  citizens 
before  their  tribunals  ;  and  the  fums 
required  for  the  purpofe  have,  in 
divers  inftances,  been  difburfed  by 
the  Confuls  of  the  United  States. 
By  means  of  the  fame  captures, 
great  numbers  of  our  feamen  have 
been  thrown  afhore  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  deftitute  of  all  means  of  fub- 
fiftence ;  and  the  fick,  in  particular, 
have  been  expofed  to  grievous  fuf- 
ferings.  The  confuls  have  in  thefe 
cafes  alfo  advanced  money  for  their 
relief ;  for  thefe  advances  they  rea¬ 
sonably  expedt  reimburfements  from 
the  United  States. 

The  Confular  A&,  relative  to  fea¬ 
men,  requires  revifion  and  amend¬ 
ment  ;  the  provifions  for  their  fup- 
port  in  foreign  countries,  and  for 
their  return  are  found  to  be  inade¬ 
quate  and  ineffedtual.  Another  pro¬ 
vifion  feems  neceffary  to  be  added 
to  the  Confular  Adt :  fome  foreign 
veffels  have  been  difeovered  failing 
under  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
and  with  foreign  papers.  It  leldom 
happens  that  the  Confuls  can  detedt 
this  deception,  becaule  they  have 
no  authority  to  demand  an  infpec- 
tion  of  the  regifter  and  fea-letters. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Iloufe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

It  is  my  duty  to  recommend  to 
your  ferious  conflderation  thofe  ob¬ 
jects  which,  by  the  conftitution,  are 
placed  particularly  within  your 
fphere,  the  national  debt  and  taxes. 

Since  the  decay  of  the  feudal 
fyftem,  by  which  the  public  defence 

was 
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was  provided  for,  chiefly  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  individuals,  the  fyftem  of 
loans  has  been  introduced;  and  as 
no  nation  can  raife  within  the  year, 
by  taxes,  fufficient  fums  for  its  de¬ 
fence  and  military  operations  in 
time  of  war,  the  fum  loaned,  and 
debts  contracted,  have  neceffarily 
become  the  fubjeCt  of  what  have 
'|)een  called  the  funding  fyftems. 

The  confequences  arifing  from  the 
continual  accumulation  of  public 
debts  in  other  countries,  ought  to 
admonifh  us  to  be  careful  to  prevent 
their  growth  in  our  own.  The 
national  defence  mud  be  provided 
for,  as  well  as  the  fupport  of  govern¬ 
ment,  but  both  fhould  be  accom« 
plifhed  as  much  as  poffible  by  im¬ 
mediate  taxes,  and  as  little  as  poffi- 
ble  by  loans. 

The  eftimate  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year  will,  by  my  direc¬ 
tion,  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houle  of 
Reprefentatives, 

We  are  met  together  at  a  mo  ft 
interefting  period.  The  fituation  of 
the  principal  powers  of  Europe  is 
Angular  and  portentous.  Connected 
with  fome  by  treaties,  and  with  all 
by  commerce,  no  important  event 
there  can  be  indifferent  to  us.  Such 
circumftances  call,  with  a  particular 
importunity,  not  lefs  for  a  difpoAtion 
to  unite  in  all  thofe  meafures  on 
which  the  honour,  fafety,  and  prof- 
penty  of  our  country  depend,  than 
for  all  the  exertions  of  vigour  and 
Armnefs. 

In  all  fuch  meafures  you  may 


rely  on  my  zealous  and  hearty  con¬ 
currence. 

John  Adams 


To  the  Addrefs ,  which  was  almojl  an 

echo  of  the  Speech,  the  following 

Reply  was  made  by  the  Prefdent. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

I  thank  you  for  this  addrefs.  When, 
after  the  moll  laborious  inveftiga- 
tion,  and  ferious  reflection,  without 
partial  confiderations,  or  perfonal 
'  motives,  meafures  have  been  adopted 
or  recommended,  I  can  receive  no 
higher  teffimony  of  their  reCtitude 
than  the  approbation  of  an  affembly 
fo  independent,  patriotic,  and  en¬ 
lightened,  as  the  fenate  of  the  United 
States. 

Nothing  has  afforded  me  more 
entire  fatisfaCtion  than  the  coinci¬ 
dence  of  yoyr  judgment  with  mine, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  effential  im¬ 
portance  of  our  commerce,  and  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  a  maritime  de¬ 
fence.  What  is  it  that  has  drawn 
to  Europe  the  luperfluous  riches  of 
the  three  other  quarters  of  the  globe 
but  a  marine?  What  is  it  that  has 
drained  the  wealth  of  Europe  itfelf 
into  the  coffers  of  two  or  three  of 
its  principal  commercial  powers 
but  a  marine?  The  world  has  fur- 
nifhed  no  example  of  a  flourifhing 
commerce  without  a  maritime  pro¬ 
tection.  And  a  moderate  know¬ 
ledge  of  man  and  his  hiftory,  will 
convince  any  one  that  no  fuch  pro¬ 
digy  ever  can  arife.  A  mercantile 
marine  and  a  military  marine  muff 
grow  up  together — one  cannot  long 
exift  without  the  other. 


Original 


STATE  PAPERS. 


*5% 


’  Original  State  Papers. 

« 

'[The  Remainder  will  be  inferted  in  the  Volume  for  1798.] 


No.  1. 

Secret  Inftrudlions 
Given  by  Lewis  XVI If.  to  his 

Agents  in  France. 

THE  King,  not  having  at  his 
command,  a  force  fufficient  to  over¬ 
come  his  enemies,  nor  the  power 
of  directing  the  movements  of  the 
great  armies  which  are  ading  on  the 
frontiers,  ought,  it  appears,  chiefly 
to  confine  himfelf  to  obtaining  an 
influence  over  public  "opinion  in  the 
interior  of  the  kingdom,  and  to 
giving  to  the  means  which  are  ufed 
there  by  the  other  powers  a  direc¬ 
tion  ufeful  to  his  views. 

This  great  objed  requires  much 
care,  prudence,  and  addrefs  on  the 
part  of  thofe  who  are  commiffioned 
to  guide  and  to  execute  it. 

The  agents  of  the  king  in  the 
interior  fhould.  in  the  firft  place, 
occupy  themfelves  in  deftroying  the 
calumnies  of  all  kinds  which  it  is 
endeavoured  to  fix  on  him,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  with  refpect  to  the  plan, 
which  is  perfidioufly  attributed  to 
him,  of  contenting  to  difmember  a 
part  of  France,  in  ord^r  to  fecure 
his  authority  over  the  remainder  of 
it.  They  fhould  combat,  or  caufe 
to  be  combated,  by  means  of  the 
journals,  and  by  multiplied  writings, 
every  fyftem  which  deviates  from 
that  which  it  is  his  majefty’s  in- 
tereft  and  intention  to  re-eflablifli. 
They  fhould  fpread,  much  more 
widely  than  has  hitherto  been  done, 
the  Declaration  which  he  publifhed; 
fhould  make  more  and  more  known 
his  principles  of  moderation  and 
clemency ;  announce  his  invariable 


determination  to  corred  the  abufes 
of  our  ancient  monarchy,  by  oppos¬ 
ing  invincible  obftacles  to  their  re¬ 
turn ;  and  fhould  prepare  to  become 
the  fecret  organs  of  all  the'fenti- 
ments  which  his  majefly  may  deem 
it  proper  to  manifeft. 

They  fhould  endeavour  to  gain 
over  feme  perfons  who  are  of  im¬ 
portance,  whether  by  perfonal  influ¬ 
ence  or  by  their  connedions  *  they 
fhould  conned  them  with  the  party 
of  the  king  by  the  hope  of  future 
reward,  and  fhould  extend,  as  far  as 
polhole,  thefe  interefling  conauefts 

They  fhould  ftrive  to  become tail 
acquainted  with,  and  to  give  the 
king  full  information  refpeding  the 
following  various  fadions,  their  lea¬ 
ders,  and  the  end  which  they  have 
m  view.  The  fadion  of  the  true 
republicans,  that  of  the  federalifts, 
that  ot  the  terrorifts,  that  of  the 
moderates,  that  of  the  constitution¬ 
alists,  who  would  not  be  averfe  from 
concurring  to  reftore  the  king,  pro¬ 
vided  he  would  conform  to  their 
fyftem,  that  of  the  conftitutionalifts 
who  with  for  another  dynafty,  that 
ot  the  conftitutionalifts  who  are 
^eduke  of  Orleans,  that  with 
which  Spain  is  in  correfpondence, 
that  which  is  put  in  motion  by  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  that  which  is  con- 
neded  with  the  court  of  Berlin,  and 
that  which  is  excited  and  maintained 
by  England. 

Among  thefe  fadions  the  agents 
of  the  king  fhould  difcriminate  thofe 
with  which  they  ought  to  feek  to 
come  to  some  fort  of  undemanding, 
and  thofe  of  which  they  can  make 
no  other  ufe  than,  by  entrufting 
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them  with  real  or  feigned  fecrets, 
to  fet  them  fo  at  variance  that  they 
may  mutually  combat  and  deftroy 
each  other. 

The  mod  dangerous  of  all  is  that 
which  feeks  to  raife  the  duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  to  the  throne.  It  is  to  attack, 
to  purfue,  and  to  beat  to  the  ground 
this  fadtion  that  all  means  which 
eircumftances  may  offer,  ffioulcl  be 
employed,  without  delay  and  with¬ 
out  interruption. 

The  fadtion  which  Spain  leeks 
to  direX,  and  that  'which  England 
favours,  feem  to  be  thofe  alone  of 
which  it  is  poffible  to  lecond  the 
operations.  Whatever  was  the  motive 
w'hich  induced  Spain  to  difcontinue 
hoffilities  againft  France,  whatever 
may  be  the  motive  which  leads  it 
to  form  ulterior  connexions  with 
the  aXual  government,  whether  it 
has  been,  and  is,  influenced  in  this 
refpect  by  feelings  of  fear,  either  juft 
or  exaggerated,  by  the  knowledge  of 
the  exhaufted  ffate  of  its  finances, 
or  by  the  interior  movements  and 
intrigues  of  the  court,  ftill  it  can¬ 
not  be  doubted  that  it  preferves  the 
fincereff  defire  to  fee  the  French  mo¬ 
narchy  re-eftabliftiea,  and  the  trueft 
difpofition  to  give  fecretly  that  di- 
reXion  to  its  intercourfe  with  the 
members  of  the  French  government, 
obferving  at  the  fame  time  that  cir- 
cumfpeXion  which  its  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  render  neceffkry. 

As  a  guarantee  of  this,  we  have 
not  only  the  perfonal  feelings  of 
their  Catholic  majefties  towards  the 
king,  and  the  common  interest  of 
the  greatness  and  glory  of  their 
auguft  houfe,  but  alfo  the  effential 
and  invariable  intereftof  their  crown 
and  their  empire. 

None  of  the  continental  powers 
of  Europe,  except  France,  offer  poli¬ 
tical  relations  effentially  inter  effing 


to  Spain ;  England  prefents  to  her 
only  alarming  ones ;  France  alone 
can  give  her  a  folid  and  indifpenfa- 
ble  lupport ;  but  it  can  never  be 
given  by  republican  France,  it  can 
only  be  by  France  as  a  monarchy, 
and  an  abfolute  monarchy . 

It  is  in  confidering  the  Spanifh 
cabinet  under  a  point  of  view  fo  evi¬ 
dently  correct,  that  the  political  fyf- 
tem  which  it  feems  to  have  adopted 
ought  to  be  maturely  weighed  in 
the  council  of  the  king. 

If  the  Spanifh  miniftry,  after  hav¬ 
ing  vainly  endeavoured  to  move 
the  coalition  to  adopt  meafures  con¬ 
formable  to  the  great  interefts  of 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  became  con¬ 
vinced  that  fuch  of  the  coalefced 
powers  as  aXed  on  the  leaft  un¬ 
favourable  fyftem  confidered  the  re- 
effablifhment  of  the  French  monar¬ 
chy  but  as  a  fecondary  objeX,  that 
all  were  defirous  to  fee  it  weakened, 
that  feme  of  them  feemed  eager  to 
difmember  fome  of  its  provinces,  and 
were  even  fo  much  led  affray  as  to  de¬ 
fire  its  entire  diffolution,  if  fo,  ought 
that  miniffry,  while  it  was  exhauft- 
ing  at  the  fame  time  its  own  re- 
fources,  ought  it  to  continue  to  con¬ 
cur  in  the  carrying  on  of  fuch  a  dif- 
aftrous  fcheme  ?  Might  it  not  think, 
ought  it  not  to  think,  that  by  em¬ 
ploying  in  the  interior  of  the  king¬ 
dom  a  fmall  part  of  the  fum  which 
a  new  campaign  would  coft,  it  would 
be  able  to  bring  about  a  movement 
really  effential  to  the  common  caul’e 
of  France  and  Spain,  and  to  fucceed 
in  raifing  up  the  throne,  by  fecretly, 
adroitly,  and  conftantly  following 
the  fyftem  known  to  be  the  mo  ft 
proper  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  this 
great  defign  ;  and,  in  reality,  what 
hopes  fhould  we  not  form  if  we  had 
fimilar  means  at  our  command  ;  but 
fince  the  true  intentions  of  Spain 
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feem  fo  natural  to  fuppofe,  is  it  not 
our  greateft  intereft  to  negled  no¬ 
thing  to  give  her  means  that  direc¬ 
tion  which  we  would  give  to  them 
ourfelves  ? 

We  have  ferious  obftacles  tovan- 
quifh  before  we  can  accomplifh  this, 
and  it  is  to  triumph  over  thofe  ob- 
ftacles  that  we  ought  to  bend  all 
our  political  efforts  with  regard  to 
Spain. 

We  fhould  deceive  ourfelves  were 
we  to  think  that  we  can  effed  this 
by  direct  means.  I  believe  i  may 
affirm  that  they  would  almoft  all 
fail.  There  is  but  one  of  them  which 
it  appears  abfolutely  poffible  to  try  ; 
it  is  that  his  majefty  fhould  make 
known  to  the  Spanifh  miniftry  that, 
in  eonfequence  of  a  new  flatement  of 
its  fyftem,  which  has  been  preferred 
to  his  council*  he  is  fully  convinced 
of  the  utility  which  may  relult  from 
it  to  the  common  caufe,  and  that  his 
majefty  tranfmits  to  the  miniftry  as 
confeq uences  even  of  that  fyftem  the 
enlightened  advice,  by  which  he  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  beft  diredion  may  be 
given  to  the  operations  of  Spain  in 
the  interior  of  the  kingdom :  but, 
in  the  abfence  of  dired  means,  we 
have  indirect  ones,  of  which  we 
ought  to  haften  to  avail  ourfelves. 

The  double  part  which  M.  d’En- 
traigues  plays,  with  franknefs  and 
fuccefs,  with  the  king  and  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  cabinet,  offers  u&  in  this  affair 
an  important  refource. 

It  appears  to  be  effential  that  M. 
d’Entraigues  fhould  immediately  oc¬ 
cupy  himlelf  on  this  great  objed, 
and  that  he  fhould  employ  all  the 
means  furnifhed  by  his  talent  and 
his  knowledge  of  the  Spanifh  court; 
direding  them  by  the  channel  of  his 
perfonal  correfpondence,  or  making 
ufe  of  them  through  that  of  M.  de 
Campos,  and  above  all  of  M.  de  las 
Cafas.  It  is  not  lefs  fo;  that  the 
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fecretary  of  the  embody,  which  the 
king  deftines  to  M.  d'Havre,  fhould 
be  announced  by  him  as  a  man  on 
whom  he  -perfonally  reckons,  and 
whom  he  has  pointed  out  to  fill  the 
office,  and  that  he  fhould  receive  in- 
ftrudions,  which,  concerted  with  M. 
d'Entraigues,  and  fubmitted  to  the 
council  of  the  king,  may  enable  him 
to  accomplifh  thefe  great  views,  by 
profiting  of  all  the  circtimftances 
which  may  refult  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  exifting  miniftry,  of  the  pre- 
fent  fttuation  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
and  of  that  even  which  may  and 
muft  eventually  develope  itfelf. 

The  faction  which  England  favours 
in  the  interior  is  not  lefs  important 
to  dired  than  that  which  Spain 
feeks  to  put  in  motion.  The  agents 
of  the  king  ought  in  the  firft  place 
to  ftrive  to  find  out  if  thofe  who  are 
at  the  head  of  this  Englifh  fadion 
are  in  unifon  with  thofe  who  are  of 
the  fadion  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  to  enlighten  his  majefty  on  this 
capital  point. 

The  laid  agents  will  afeertain 
whether  this  fadion  ads  dependent- 
ly  or  independently  of  any  other 
influence.  If  it  be  dependent  on  the 
Auftrian  fadion,  they  will  negied 
nothing  which  can  detach  it  from 
that  fadion,  by  enlightening  it  with 
refped  to  the  true  interefts  of  Eng¬ 
land,  which  are  not  in  harmony  with 
thofe  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  be 
looked  to  by  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  ; 
and  it  is  only  after  being  well  allured 
of  its  converfion  on  this  point  that 
it  will  be  poffible,  and  with  much 
addrefs,  to  come  to  fome  overtures, 
which,  according  to  circumftances, 
may  lead  to  others  more  confidential. 

If  the  Englifh  fadion  be  indepen¬ 
dent,  the  agents  of  the  king  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  find  out  perfedly  its 
particular  views,  and  will  try  to  en¬ 
lighten  it,  in  direding  it  with  good 
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faith  towards  our  purpofe,  or  to  lead 
it  aftray  while  equally  directing  it 
to  that  purpofe,  by  perfuading  it, 
or  caufing  it  to  be  perluaded,  that 
they  ad  on  its  behalf,  and  above 
all  by  diffimuiating  our  hopes  of 
a  true  regeneration  and  a  folid  re- 
jftoration. 

The  more  the  Englilh  faction  in 
the  interior  fhall  be  adroitly  per- 
fuaded  on  this  fcore,  the  more  faci¬ 
lity  (hall  we  find  to  induce  the  Bri- 
iilh  cabinet  to  furnifh  all  the  fuc- 
cours  which  we  aik  for  the  provin¬ 
ces  of  the  well  and  fouth  well  of 
France. 

The  great  obllacle  which  we  fhall 
always  have  to  fear  with  England 
is,  that  even  fuppojing  it  to  be  fin- 
cere  in  its  intention  of  obtaining  fome 
fort  of  r e-eft abli/hment  of  the  king , 
it  renders  the  activity  of  its  meafures 
fubordinate  to  the  inter ef  which  it 
believes  to  have ,  never  to  take  fieps 
decifive  enough  to  raife  folidly  its 
only  and  ancient  rival ,  whofe  inex - 
haufible  refources  it  knows  too  well 
not  to  dread  it  fill ,  even  m  the  midf 
of  its  ruins. 

Our  agents  in  the  interior,  after 
having  made  themfelves  thoroughly 
mailers  of  all  the  extent  of  this  vaft 
plan,  will  take  care  to  keep  up,  ex¬ 
tend,  and  fecure  their  communica¬ 
tions  and  concert  with  Vendee  and 
Britanny;  they  will  alfo  eltablilh 
another  channel  of  correfpondence 
"  with  thofe  who  being  nearer  at  hand 
to  Mr.  Drake  and  above  all  to  Mr. 
Wickham}  dlrive  to  direct  the  fuc- 
ceffive  employment  of  their  means 
in  the  different  provinces,  which  will 
each  have  a  principal  chief,  to  whom 
will  be  left  the  latitude  of  exclufively 
chufing  his  own  agents. 

Signed, 

The  duke  de  la  Vauguyon, 

The  baron  de  Flachelanden, 
The  marquis  de  Jaucourt* 


Not  a.  His  majelly,  deeming  it 
ufeful  to  procure  fome  particular 
ideas  on  the  internal  fituation  of 
France,  charges  his  agents  to  pro¬ 
cure  and  tranfmit  them  to  him. 

What  are  the  different  kinds  of 
taxes  eftablilhed  in  France,  and  what 
is  their  produce  ? 

What  is  particularly  that  of  the 
tax  upon  landed  and  moveable  pro¬ 
perty?  This  tax  ought,  in  its  prin¬ 
ciple,  to  be  proportional ;  has  any 
degree  of  exadnefs  been  attained  in 
this  proportion,  and  on  what  calcu¬ 
lation? 

What  is  the  produce  and  what  is 
the  form  of  the  duty  on  regillration, 
and  of  the  flamp  duty  ? 

What  is  the  tariff  of  the  duties  of 
the  frontier  cullom  houfes? 

What  is  the  amount  of  the  valu¬ 
ation  made  by  the  conflituent  and 
other  alfemblies  of  the  church  pro¬ 
perty,  not  comprifing  the  tythes  ? 

Is  this  valuation  corred,  or  at 
lealb  does  it  come  near  to  corred- 
nefs?  Has  it  been  equalled  or  fur- 
paffed  by  the  price  of  fales?  Has  all 
the  church  property  been  fold? 

Has  the  property  of  the  royal 
domains  been  comprehended  in  the 
flatement  of  national  property? 
What  has  been  the  valuation  and 
the  fale  of  that  property  ?  Have 
the  domains  affigned  or  leafed  been 
comprehended,  and  what  indemnity 
have  the  polfelfors  received  ?  Have 
all  thefe  domains  been  fold  ? 

In  what  Hate  are  the  great  forells 
of  the  royal  domains,  and  thofe  on 
the  church  property  ?  Have  they 
been  included  in  the  fales  ? 

Of  the  debt  which  exilled  in  the 
month  of  May  17  89  what  reduc¬ 
tion  has  been  effeded,  either  by  the 
death  of  creditors,  or  the  deflrudion 
of  religious  houfes,  or  repayments? 

What  remains  to  be  repaid  of  the 
loan  of  100  millions  made  in  1782 

by 


ORIGINAL  STATE  PAPERS.  *573 


by  M.  de  Fleury,  and  of  that  of 
125  millions  in  1784,  and  of  80  mil¬ 
lions  in  1785,  by  M.  de  Calonne  ? 

What  fum  is  there  hill  to  be  re¬ 
paid  of  the  charges  of  the  judica¬ 
ture,  finances,  and  king’s  boufehold? 

What  is  the  amount  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  emiffions  of  affignats,  diftin- 
guifhing  the  kind  and  value  of  the 
faid  affignats  ?  What  fum  remains  in 
circulation  ? 

What  real  value  have  they  fur- 
nifiied  to  the  government,  at  each 
epoch  of  their  emiffion,  according 
to  the  rate  at  which  they  pafied  ? 

No.  2. 

Second  Secret  Injtru&ions  of  Lewis 
the  XVIIL/i  to  his  Agents. 

THE  agents  of  his  majefty  will 
confider  it  as  thefirftof  their  duties, 
and  the  moft  important  of  their 
means,  to  make  the  French  people 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the 
fentiments  which  animate  the  heart 
of  his  majefty.  For  this  purpofe 
they  will  feduloufly  labour  to  deftroy 
the  calumnies  of  all  kinds  which  in¬ 
famous  men  have  ftriven  to  fix  on 
his  character,  and  particularly  with 
refpeCt  to  the  project,  perfidioufly 
attributed  to  him,  of  confenting  to 
difmember  a  part  of  France',  in  order 
to  fecure  his  authority  over  the  re¬ 
mainder.  They  will  bear  witnefs  to 
the  ardent  defire  which  his  majefty 
feels  to  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his 
faithful  fervants,  and  his  eaeemefs 
to  join  them,  as  foonas  the  imperious 
circumftances  which  have  hitherto 
prevented  him  ffiall  allow  of  his 
doing  fo.  They  will  particularly 
endeavour  to  infpire  the  moft  entire 
-confidence  in  the  moderation  of  the 

For  the  Declaration  fee  A,  It, 


king.  They  will  give  affiirances 
that  all  his  milled  fubjeds  who  re¬ 
nounce  their  errors  will  be  treated 
by  him  as  his  children;  that  he  will 
abandon  to  the  utmoft  feverity  of 
the  puniffiment  which  they  merit 
all  thofe,  without  a  fingle  exception, 
who,  when  he  has  pardoned,  lhall 
indulge  their  feelings  of  revenge ; 
and  that  hisjuftice  excepts  from  his  ( 
clemency  only  the  affaffins  of  the 
king  his  brother,  of  the  queen,  and 
of  madam  Elizabeth.  Should  any 
of  thefe  even  feek  to  atone  for  their 
guilt  by  important  fervices,  this  un¬ 
forgivable  crime  would  ftill  excite 
in  him  fo  much  horror  that,  even  in 
this  cafe,  he  would  give  them  up  to 
all  the  rigour  of  the  law,  if  they 
dared  to  continue  to  fully  their 
country  by  their  prefence.  This  is  the 
interpretation  which,  on  this  head, 
the  agents  will  give  to  the  Decla¬ 
ration  publifhed  by  the  king.*  They 
will  fpread  it  every  where  as  much 
as  poffible,  and  they  will  take  peculiar 
care  to  combat,  or  caufe  to  be  com¬ 
bated,  by  the  journals,  or  by  multi¬ 
plied  publications,  all  thofe  fyftems 
which  deviate  from  that  which  his 
majesty  intends  to  re-eftabliffi.  They 
will  make  known  that  his  majefty 
is  fully  convinced: 

ift.  That  all  forms  of  conftitu- 
tion  which  ffiall  be  founded  on 
new  bafes,  and  of  which  time  has 
not  proved  the  folidity,  are  ine¬ 
vitably  expofed  to  an  unfteadinefs 
which  produces  incoherence  and 
confufion ;  above  all  if  they  have 
been  conceived  during  ftormy  pe¬ 
riods,  when  the  fpirit  of  faCtion  was 
prevalent. 

2d,  That  the  moft  folemn  pro- 
mife  of  correcting  the  abufes  of  the 
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monarchy  would  not  infpire  con¬ 
fidence  for  a  longer  time  than  the 
duration  of  his  reign,  and  that  that 
of  making  regulations  to  prevent  the 
return  of  abules  would  not  luffice  to 
tranquillize  the  public  mind,  which 
attaches  not  lefs  importance  to  the 
re-eftablffhment  of  a  permanent 
conftitution. 

3d.  That  the  vague  afiurance  of 
the  re-eftabliihment  of  a  limited 
monarchical  government  would  be 
open  to  the  various  interpretations 
of  that  expreffion  “  a  limited  mo¬ 
narchy,”  which,  with  views  of  indi¬ 
vidual  ambition,  is  called  for  by  the 
different  factions,  and  which  may 
even  be  defired  by  faithful  but  little 
enlightened  fubje&s. 

The  agents  of  his  majeffy  will 
take  efpecial  care  to  remove  the 
fears  of  efcaping  from  republican 
anarchy  only  to  fall  back  into  what 
is  denominated  the  ancient  regimen. 
It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  king, 
nor  ever  will  be>  to  make  his  people 
return  under  that  ancient  regimen. 
It  is  their  ancient  conftitution  which 
he  withes  to  reftore  to  them,  be- 
caufe  it  is  the  only  one  which  can 
enfure  their  felicity,  the  foie  objedt 
of  his  paternal  views.  It  is  for  that 
object  that  he  wilhes  to  re-eftablith 
it,  in  all  its  purity,  and  all  its  vigour; 
it  is  for  that  that  he  wilhes  to  render 
it  beloved,  by  making  it  better 
known  than  it  has  been.  It  is  not 
to  the  name  of  a  great  legiflator 
that  he  principally  afpires ;  but  to 
that  of  a  great  obferver  of  the  con- 
ftitutional  laws  of  his  country. 

“  To  that  ancient  and  wife  confti- 
u  tution,  whofe  fall  has  proved  your 
ruin,”  has  he  faid  in  his  Declaration, 
“  we  wilh  to  reftore  all  its  purity, 
**  which  time  had  corrupted,  all 
“  its  vigour,  which  time  had  im- 
“  paired.” 


It  is  from  this  fentence,  which 
bears  the  unalterable  character  of 
his  majefty’s  views,  that  his  agents 
ought,  as  from  a  focus  of  light, 
to  draw  all  the  elucidations  which 
may  Ihed  the  moft  confoling  rays  on 
that  “  holy  ark,”  as  the  king  calls  it 
in  his  Declaration,  while  he  acknow¬ 
ledges  his  fortunate  inability  to 
alter  it. 

The  agents  of  his  majefty  may 
alfo  draw  from  the  text  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  paffages  of  that  declaration, 
which  are  about  to  be  quoted,  and 
from  the  notes  which  explain  them, 
illuftrations  which  will  affift  them 
to  enlighten  and  fix  the  public  opi¬ 
nion  ;  but,  without  giving  them  a 
premature  publicity,  they  will  con¬ 
fine  themfelves  to  making  ufe  of 
them  in  their  particular  intercourfe 
with  the  royalifts,  and  with  all  thofe 
to  whom  they  may  deem  it  ufeful  to 
communicate  them. 

In  his  Declaration  the  king  fays 
that  the  conftitution  “  places  the 
“  fundamental  laws  under  the  pro- 
“  te&ion  of  the  king  and  of  the  three 
“  orders,  for  the  purpofe  of  prevent- 
“  ing  revolutions,  which  are  the 
“  greateft  calamities  that  the  people 
“  can  fuftain.” 

That  conftitution,  which  regu¬ 
lates  the  organization  of  the  focial 
body  and  the  form  of  government, 
refts  on  fundamental  laws,  which, 
re-eftablifhed  in  all  their  ftrength 
and  all  their  confequences,  cannot 
fail  to  be  held  for  ever  facred  by  the 
fovereign  and  the  fubjeds,  after  the 
cruel  proof  which  they  have  had  of 
the  fatal  delirium  of  factions. 

Thofe  fundamental  laws,  to  which 
the  fovereign  ought  to  conform  in 
the  exercife  of  his  authority,  and 
the  breach  of  which  renders  null 
every  ad  contrary  to  them,  make 
the  Apoftolic  Roman  Catholic  reli¬ 
gion 
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gion  the  religion  of  the  Hate  ;  but 
they  do  not  extend  their  empire  over 
fuch  opinions  as  are.  not  injurious  to 
public  order  ;  and  they  fecure  the 
protection  of  judice  to  all  perfons, 
without  didinCtion,  who  do  nothing 
to  didurb  the  general  tranquillity, 
and  the  meafures  by  which  it  is 
maintained. 

The  fundamental  laws  ordain  the 
tranfmiffion  of  the  crown  from  the 
elded  male  to  the  elded  male  of  the 
elder  branch  of  the  reigning  houfe, 
in  preference  to  the  younger,  and  to 
the  exelufion  of  daughters,  and  even 
of  their  male  defendants.  As  a 
confequence  of  this,  the  regency 
devolves,  in  full  right,  in  cafe  of  the 
minority,  captivity,  or  infanity  of 
the  fovereign,  to  the  preemptive 
heir  to  the  crown  ;  and,  if  he  be  not 
capable  of  exercifing  it,  to  the  next 
in  the  order  of  fuccedion. 

The  king  adds  in  his  Declaration, 
that,  “  in  compofing  the  body  of  the 
u  French  people  of  three  didinCtor- 
w  ders,  the  conditution  traced  with 
i(  precifion  that  fcale  offubordination 
“  without  which  fociety  cannot 
“  exid ;  that  it  gives  to  neither  of 
“  thofe  orders  any  political  right 
“  which  is  not  common  to  all;  that 
“  it  leaves  all  employments  open  to 
“  Frenchmen  of  every  clafs  ;  that  it 
“  affords  equal  protection  to  all  per- 
“  fons  and  to  all  property  ;  and  that 
u  thus,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  in 
“  the  temple  of  juftice,  it  makes  dif- 
“  appear  all  thofe  inequalities  which 
“  civil  order  neceffarily  introduces  in 
u  the  ranks  and  fortunes  of  the  in- 
“  habitants  of  the  fame  empire." 

Thofe  fundamental  laws  divide 
the  focial  body  into  three  didinCt 
orders,  namely,  that  of  the  clergy, 
of  the  nobility,  and  that  of  the  third 
edate  or  commons. 

This  didinCtion  of  orders,  fo  necef 


fary  to  maintain  harmony  and  fu- 
bordination,  by  edablifhing  that 
falutary  hierarchy  which  connects 
the  monarch  with  the  lowed  of  his 
iubjeCts,  keeps  up  the  moft  ufeful 
emulation  between  all  the  dalles, 
and  all  the  individuals,  and  oppofes 
an  equal  barrier  againft  defpotifin 
and  anarchy.  It  is  only  in  thefe 
two  dates  of  degradation  of  the 
focial  order  that  all  ranks  are  con¬ 
founded  ;  their  being  kept  didinCt 
cannot  but  be  ufeful,  fo  long  as  it 
does  no  injury  to  political  or  civil 
equality. 

The  fundamental  laws  fecure  to 
each  of  the  three  French  orders,  the 
fame  civil  and  political  rights.  No 
function,  no  employment,  is  dedined 
to  the  nobility,  to  the  exelufion  of 
the  third  edate  or  commons. 

The  fundamental  laws  give  to  the 
monarch  the  right  of  convoking  and 
diffolving  the  dates  general.  They 
thus  fhield  the  public  tranquillity 
from  the  danger  which  it  would  run 
in  periodical  affemblies,  by  the  ine¬ 
vitable  (hock  of  parties  always  aClive^ 
and  always  fpringingup.  But,  when 
the  circumdances  which,  in  certain 
cafes,  render  neeeffary  the  convo¬ 
cation  of  the  dates  general,  are  well 
underdood  by  the  fovereign,  thofe 
dates  become  fo  indifpenfable  to  the 
exercife  of  hi^  power  that  he  cannot 
but  feel  the  impoffibility  of  allowing 
them  to  fall  into  difufe. 

The  fundamental  lawscompofe  the 
dates  general  of  the  deputies  of  the 
three  orders,  which  are  thus  repre- 
fented — The  clergy  by  bifhops, 
abbots,  priors,  and  deputies  of  chap¬ 
ters  and  others  holding  benefices  ; 
the  nobility  by  the  nobles  holding 
fiefs ;  the  third  edate  or  commons 
by  commoners  poffeffing  landed  or 
other  property  capable  of  being  held 
by  them*  The  deputies  of  each  order 

meet 
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meet  and  vote  in  feparate  chambers, 
unlefs  the  three  orders  confent  to 
unite  in  one  afl'embly,  and  vote  in¬ 
dividually.  One  of  the  orders  is 
not  bound  by  the  ad  of  the  two 
others;  their  unanimity  is  requifite 
to  make  any  ad  the  ad  of  the  hates. 
But  the  renunciation  of  all  privi¬ 
leges,  and  pecuniary  exemptions, 
which  has  been  fo  folemnly  decreed 
in  France,  and  from  which  refults 
the  univerfal  affent  to  a  propor¬ 
tionate  afieflment  of  the  public  bur¬ 
thens,  has  dried  up  the  moft  danger¬ 
ous  fource  of  difpute  between  thefe 
three  orders,  by  leaving  them  only 
one  common  intereft  with  refped  to 
the  moft  important  fubjed  which 
they  can  have  to  difcufs. 

The  king  alfo  adds  in  his  Decla¬ 
ration  that  the  conftitution  “  fubjeds 
“  the  laws  to  certain  fpecific  forms 
<c  prefcribed  by  itfelf ;  and  the  *sove- 
“  reign  himfelf  is  equally  bound  to 
“  the  obfervance  of  the  laws,  in 
u  order  to  guard  the  wifdom  of  the 
“  legitlature  againft  the  fnares  of 
“  fedudion,  and  to  defend  the  liberty 
“  of  the  fubjed  againft  the  abufe  of 
“  authority  ;  that  it  prefcribes  con- 
“  ditions  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
u  impofts,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the 
“  people  that  the  tributes  which 
“  they  pay  are  neceflary  to  the 
“  fafety  of  the  ftate  ;  and  that  it  has 
“  adopted  a  multiplicity  of  precam 
“  tions,  to  fecure  the  enjoyment  of 
“  the  advantages  of  a  monarchical 
“  government,  and  at  the  fame  time 
“  avert  the  dangers  of  it/' 

The  fundamental  laws  give  to  the 
monarch  an  abfolute  power  to  main¬ 
tain  the  public  tranquillity  in  the 
interior  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
fafety  of  the  ftate  againft  foreign 
enemies  ;  the  unalterable  right  of 
pardoning  and  of  mitigating  the 
punifhment  of  condemned  crimi¬ 


nals  ;  that  of  determining  on  every 
thing  which  is  conneded  with  the 
fleet  and  army,  as  well  as  the  exclu- 
ftve  and  undivided  adminiftration, 
and  the  collecting  and  employment 
of  the  public  revenue.  They  unite 
in  his  perfon  the  executive  and  legis¬ 
lative  power ! !  The  feparation  of 
thofe  powers  would  be  a  never-ceaf- 
ing  fource  of  rivallhip,  diflention, 
perplexity,  and  corruption;  but 
thofe  fame  laws  provide  againft  the 
dangers  of  arbitrary  power,  by  fixing 
the  limits  of  that  of  the  monarch. 

They  do  not  permit  him  to  divide 
the  fovereignty,  and  they  refufe  to 
him  the  power  of  alienating  the  do¬ 
mains  of  the  crown,  without  the 
confent  of  the  ftates  general. 

The  king  cannot  eftablfth  any  new 
contribution,  nor  increafe  the  old, 
without  the  confent  of  the  nation 
freely  and  legally  reprefented. 

The  king,  fubjed  himfelf  to  the 
laws,  muft  conform  to  them  in  all 
the  ads  of  the  executive  power. 
The  officers  of  juftice  ought  to  be 
freely  appointed  by  him,  but  he  can¬ 
not  arbitrarily  remove  them,  and 
their  offices  can  only  be  made  vacant 
by  death,  voluntary  refignation,  or 
forfeiture  previoufly  adjudged.  Juf¬ 
tice  ought  to  be  done  between  all 
perfons,  and  on  ail  fubjeds,  even  in 
fuits  concerning  the  crown  domains, 
by  the  tribunals  which  the  laws 
have  eftablithed,  according  to  the 
forms  which  they  prefcribe,  and 
conformably  to  the  deciiions  which 
they  have  given.  No  French  fub¬ 
jed  can  be  deprived  of  his  liberty, 
but  according  to  the  legal  forms; 
no  French  lubjed  can  be  profecuted 
and  pupilhed  for  any  adion  which 
is  not  forbidden  by  the  laws.  All 
fealed  or  patent  letters,  ifliied  by 
the  king,  or  in  his  name,  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  the  laws,  are  null  and 
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no  effed.  The  judges  and  other 
public  officers  are  forbidden  to  put 
them  in  execution.  All  letters  fuf- 
pending  the  procefs  in  criminal  mat¬ 
ters,  and  alio  all  thofe  in  civil  mat¬ 
ters,  at  leaft  unlefs  required  by  the 
majority  of  the  creditors,  all  arbi¬ 
trary  removals  of  a  caufe  into  ano¬ 
ther  court,  commiffions  of  juftice, 
&c.  &c.are  equally  null  and  of  no 
•effed. 

The  parliaments  are  the  effential 
guardians  and  depofitories  of  the 
laws,  and  fpecially  charged  to  watch 
over  their  execution. 

The  laws  which  the  king  makes 
of  his  own  will  he  mull  addrefs  to 
them  to  be  authenticated,  before 
they  are  publiffied,  and  to  be  re- 
giftered,  if  they  are  according  to  the 
legal  forms,  and  contain  nothing 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws, 
and  the  privileges  and  euftoms  of 
their  jurifdidion.  In  cafe  they 
Jhould  be  found  to  be  contrary,  the 
parliaments  are  to  enlighten  the 
king  by  their  rernonftrances,  and, 
ffiould  the  king  perfift,  they  have 
the  right  to  declare  that  they  can 
neither  publilh  them,  nor  order  them 
to  be  regiftered. 

The  hates  general,  when  they  are 
affembled,  lay  before  the  king  their 
wiffi  with  refped  to  thofe  laws  which 
appear  to  them  likely  to  be  ufeful, 
and  from  this  «xpreffion  of  that 
yvilh  the  king  forms  a  judgment  as 
io  what  laws  he  thinks  proper  to 
make. 

The  laws  which  eftabliffi  new 
taxes,  or  enereafe  the  old,  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  aflented  to  by  the  hates 
general,  and  all  thofe  which  have 
been  aflented  to  by  them,  muh  be 
addreffed  to  the  parliaments,  merely 
to  afeertain  whether  they  are  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  legal  form,  previoufly  to 
their  being  publiffied  and  regiftered, 
V  o  j,,  XXXIX, 


The  laws  are  not  binding  within 
the  jurifdidion  of  the  parliaments, 
unlefs  they  have  publiffied  and  re- 
gihered  them,  but,  in  no  cafe,  can 
they  modify  them,  either  by  adding, 
in  the  decree  of  enregihration,  claufes 
which  alter  the  tenor  of  them,  or  by 
puffing  decrees  of  regulation  which 
derogate  from  or  add  to  them. 

It  is  thus  that  this  ancient  French 
conffiitution,  which  the  king  has 
bound  hirnfelf  to  re-eftabliffi  in  all 
its  purity  and  vigour,  while  it 
leaves  to  the  Sovereign  all  the  extent 
of  power  neceffary  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  vaft  empire,  efficacioufly 
guarantees  political  and  civil  li¬ 
berty,  focial  equality,  individual 
fafety,  and  all  the  rights  of  pro¬ 
perty.  It  is  thus  that  it  founds  the 
power  of  the  monarch  on  the  liberty 
even  of  the  nation. 

The  agents  of  his  majefty  will  not 
confine  themfelves  to  endeavouring 
to  fix  the  public  opinion  on  the 
advantages  of  the  ancient  consti¬ 
tution  which  he  withes  to  refcore. 
They  will  make  known,  that  not 
only  has  he  deliberately  weighed  in 
his  wifdom  this  folemn  determina¬ 
tion,  but  that  he  is  occupied  in  his 
retreat  only  on  the  -means  of  ren¬ 
dering  happy  his  milled  fubjeds, 
and  that  he  has  meditated  on  the 
plan  of  an  adminiftration  beft  calcu¬ 
lated  to  bring  back  the  public  pro* 
fperity ;  that  it  is  effentially  founded 
on  the  pofitive  renunciation  which 
the  clergy  and  nobility  have  made 
of  all  pecuniary  privileges,  and  on 
the  invariable  principle  of  equal 
taxation ;  that  he  has  drawn  all  the 
bales  of  it  from  the  inftrudions 
given  to  the  reprefentatives,  and 
which  exprefs  the  free  wiffi  of  the 
different  provinces  of  France  ;  and 
that  he  will  unfold  this  falutary 
plan  in  proportion  as  his  fubjeds 
*  P  p  renounce 
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renounce  their  fatal  errors  and  re¬ 
unite  themfelves  with  him. 

Such  are  the  great  means  which 
his  majefty  places  in  the  hands  of 
his  agents,  and  of  which  they  are 
to  make  ufe  to  enlighten,  bring 
round,  and  fix  public  opinion.  He 
defigns  to  introduce  them  into  a 
new  declaration,  which  he  will  pub- 
lifii  at  the  time  that  may  feem  to 
him  to  be  mo  ft  feafonable. 

Tlie  agents  of  his  majefty  will  be 
fufficiently  guided  on  the  principal 
points,  from  which  they  muft  never 
deviate,  by  the  explanation  which 
has  been  given  them,  and  by  the 
expofition  of  the  great  plan,  in  which 
Oach  of  them,  while  he  fees  his  own 
place,  will  perceive  the  duties  that 
it  impofes  on  him  to  concur  in  the 
execution  of  the  general  fvftem. 


No.  3. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Windham  to  Count 
Jofeph  de  Puifaye. 

(Tranfi  alien.) 

London , 

Sir,  March  2,  1796. 

Notwithstanding  the  long  ob¬ 
livion  in  which  you  feem  to  have 
been  left,  you  will  not,  1  hope,  dis¬ 
believe  that  I  have  attended  to  your 
affairs,  and  that  I  ftill  preferve  the 
fame  intereft  both  for  the  welfare 
of  the  caufe,  and  for  yourfelf  perfo- 
nally.  You  have  received  the  af- 
furance  of  this  by  a  few  lines,  which 
I  wrote  to  you  more  than  fix  weeks 
ago.  ^ 

Alter  many  delays,  difficulties, 
and  vexations,  I  have  at  laft  fuc- 
ceeded  in  having  fomething  certain 
to  announce  to  you  ;  and  though  it 
is  far  iefs  than  I  with,  and  perhaps 
than  your  circumftances  require,  it 
will,  1  hope,  be  fufficient  to  begin 


with,  and,  a  beginning  once  made, 
affairs  may  take  luch  a  turn  as  may 
gain  over  thofe  minds  which  are 
leaft  favourably  difpofed  to  this  part 
of  the  war. 

It  is  fettled  to  furnifh  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  fterlingper  month, 
for  the  ufe  of  all  the  armies  toge¬ 
ther,  during  three  fucceffive  months, 
referring  the  right,  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  of  either  continuing  or 
difcontinuing  this  afliftance,  accord¬ 
ing  to  circumftances,  and  the  degree 
of  utility  which  may  have  been 
found  to  refult  from  it. 

And  if,  unfortunately,  as  I  for 
my  part  believe  will  be  the  cafe, 
peace  ftiould  be  made  with  the  re¬ 
gicides,  we  will  endeavour  to  com¬ 
prehend  you  in  it,  or  to  put  you  in 
a  fttuation,  as  far  as  money  can  do 
it,  to  make  conditions  for  your- 
felves. 

Believe  that,  if  you  fhould  be 
abandoned,  without  fufficient  pre¬ 
cautions  being  taken  to  fecure  your 
fafety,  I  ffiall  take  good  care  not  to 
have  any  concern  in  a  meafure  fo 
unjuft,  and  fo  difhonourable  to  my 
country. 

As  it  is  ppfiible  that  the  fum  of 
£.  30,000.  intended  to  be  fent,  in 
the  firft  month,  to  Jerfey,  may  not 
arrive  in  time,  it  has  been  deemed 
proper  to  fend,  in  addition,  a  tole¬ 
rably  large  fum,  by  a  fquadron, 
which  is  to  fail  in  three  days  for  the 
Morbihan ;  and  in  which  is  like- 
wife  embarked  all  that  we  can  for¬ 
ward  of  powder,  arms,  clothing,  &c. 

Of  this  fum,  and  of  all  others 
which  may  be  fent,  one  half  is  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  general 
council  of  Britanny,  and  the  other 
half  to  be  divided  into  three  equal 
portions,  for  the  armies  of  Scepeaux, 
Stofflet  and  Charette. 

The  fame  will  be  done,  as  far  as 

circum- 
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eireumftances  will  permit,  with  re- 
fpedfc  to  the  powder  and  arms  which 
I  have  mentioned,  and  to  this  the 
gentlemen  who  embark  with  them, 
particularly  M.  M.  Boisberthelot, 
D’Allegre,  and  Verteuil,  are  deli  red 
to  attend. 

I  am  concerned  that  the  quantity 
of  ammunition  embarked  on  this 
occafion  is  fo  fmall :  but  it  is  all 
that  the  Ships  could  find  Stowage 
for,  and  transport  veffels  could  not 
be  added.  I  will  do  every  thing  in 
my  power  to  fend  off  another  fupply 
as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

But  an  important  thing,  as  far  as 
regards  pecuniary  fupplies,  is,  the 
defign  which  we  have,  of  fending 
an  English  commiffary,  who  fhall  be 
authorized,  in  extraordinary  cafes, 
to  draw  on  the  government,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  method  which  is  now  ar¬ 
ranging. 

I  have  already  engaged  a  young 
man,  who  is  perfectly  fitted  for  the 
purpofe,  by  his  zeal,  his  under¬ 
standing,  and  the  confidence  which 
I  can  place  in  him. 

I  (hall  now  turn  to  the  political 
part,  that  is  to  fay,  to  that  which 
relates  to  the  intereft  of  your  caufe, 
connected  with  your  perfonal  Situ¬ 
ation. 

I  am  fully  informed,  or  at  leaft 
fufficiently,  of  ali  that  happened 
refpe&ing  yourfelf,  while  our  forces 
occupied  the  ifled’Yeu,  and  of  the 
horrible  plots  that  led  to  the  cri¬ 
minal  attempt,  which  was  fo  near 
depriving  you  of  your  life,  and  of 
throwing  into  the  moft  frightful 
confufion,  and  perhaps  of  utterly 
ruining,  the  royalift  party. 

It  has,  therefore,  not  been  with¬ 
out  having  received  the  moft  pofitive 
promifes,  and  the  moft  folemn  pro- 
teftations,  that  I  have  contented  to 
give  to  any  per  ton,  not  tent  by  my- 


felf,  a  letter  of  recommendation  to 
you,  by  which  I  might  seem  to 
render  myfelf  refponfible  for  the 
fentiments  of  the  bearer  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  yourfelf. 

Tne  Count  de  Serent,  who  is  the 
bearer  of  this  letter,  is,  as  you  know, 
in  the  particular  confidence  of  Mon- 
fieur  (the  count  d'Artois).  Not  only 
he,  but  the  baron  de  Rolle,  whom 
you  know  by  repute,  have  given  me 
their  words  of  honour  that  Mon- 
fieur  has  difcarded  thofe  unfavour¬ 
able  impreffions  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  with  regard  to  you,  aqd  that 
while  you  continue  to  ferve  the 
caufe  as  you  have  hitherto  done, 
you  need  not  entertain  a  doubt  that 
his  good  will  and  fupport  will  be 
given  to  you  in  the  fulleft  manner. 

If  this  fhould  not  prove  to  be  the 
cafe,  I  (hall  have  a  right  to  reproach 
thefe  gentlemen  with  having  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  their  words. 
This  I  do  not  think  they  will  ever 
give  any  body  reafon  to  do. 

M.  de  Serent,  in  particular,  has 
exprefsly  promifed  me,  that,  Should 
he  ever  change  his  opinion  of  you, 
convinced  as  he  now  is  of  your 
merit  and  ufefulnefs,  or  Should  he 
learn  that  fuch  a  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  mind  of  Monfieur,  he 
will  not  fr.il  to  apprize  me  of  it 
immediately. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  advice  of 
thofe  who  are  moft  attached  to  you, 
among  whom  I  do  not  hefitate  to 
reckon  M.  d'Allegre,  I  recommend 
to  you  to  confent  willingly  that  the 
ftep  taken  by  M.  M.  Georges  and 
La  Vendee,  (Mercier)  atrocious  as  it 
was,  Should  be  forgiven  them,  and 
that  this  unfortunate  difpute  Should 
be  amicably  fettled. 

In  this  there*  will,  I  -believe,  he 
more  dignity  on  your  part,  and  more 
*  P  p  2  fecurity 
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(ecurity  for  the  general  good.  You 
have  right  on  your  fide,  and  can 
therefore  well  make  the  firfl  ftep 
towards  an  accommodation  :  and  as 
to  thofe  gentlemen,  I  believe  that 
they  have  been  deceived,  but  that 
they  will  not  fall  into  the  fnare  a 
fecond  time.  1  intend,  if  I  have  a 
moment  to  do  it,  to  write  to  them 
in  this  fpirit  ;  and,  in  my  letter, 
I  (hall  explain  to  them  that  though, 
to  avoid  the  delay  of  communicat¬ 
ing  with  the  general  council,  we 
mean  to  put  into  their  hands  the 
fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  they 
muft  give  an  account  of  its  expen¬ 
diture  to  the  council,  and  mud  con- 
fider  themfelves  only  as  a  ]  art  ot 
the  entire  army  of  Britanny,  and 
beholden  in  all  things  to  the 
council. 

I  do  not  remember  that  [  have 
any  thing  more  to  fay  to  you,  ex¬ 
cept  to  affure  you  that  your  conduct 
only  merits  more  and  more  the  con¬ 
fidence  which  I  have  always  felt  in 
your  chara61er  and  the  rectitude  of 
your  principles;  and  that  while  this 
lafts,  as  I  am  convinced  that  it 
always  will,  you  need  not  fear  but  I 
will  fupport  you  with  firmnefs,  and 
be  with  feelings  of  fincere  eiieem 
dnd  attachment, 

Yours,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

W.  Windham. 


Letter  from  the  fame  t-o  the  fame. 

(Tranflation.) 

London, 

Sir,  September  2.  1J96. 

1  SHOULD  never  have  given  up 
your  affairs,  if  I  had  believed  that 
I  could  be  lifeful ;  but  feeing  that  I 
could  not  be  fo,  it  was  abfoluteiy 
neceffafv  for  me  to  relinquilh  them, 
rather  than  remain  refponfible  for 


meafures  of  which  my  fituation 
itfelf,  in  the  miniftry,  did  not  permit 
me  to  have  the  direction. 

I  cannot,  therefore,  inform  you  of 
the  reafons  which  retarded  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  abbe  G  — ,  nor  why 
he  fet  off  with  fo  little  money.  Per¬ 
haps  at  the  moment  no  larger  fum 
could  be  fpared  for  that  purpofe. 

It  only  remains,  then,  for  me  to 
acknowledge  the  corrednefs  of  your 
demands,  according  to  the  fums 
which  have  been  remitted  to  you, 
and  thofe  which  I  was  authorized  to 
promife  to  you.  in  the  beginning  of 
laft  March. 

By  this  time,  I  hope  that  you 
know  through  various  channels,  and, 
among  others,  by  that  of  your  offi¬ 
cer,  M.  de  la  C,  how  earneftly  I 
with  you  out  of  France,  feeing  the 
little  probability  there  is  that  any 
thing  can  at  this  period  be  done, 
and  the  enormous  lot’s  which  the 
party  would  buffer,  if  you  were  to  be 
taken. 

If  there  was  any  room  to  hope 
that  within  a  lhort  time  the  war 
would  take  its  proper  turn,  and  that 
the  royalill  party  would  be  effica- 
cioufly  fupported,  then  I  fhould  fee 
much  utility  in  your  remaining  in 
the  country  :  but,  by  the  difpatch 
which  you  will  probably  receive 
along  with  my  letter,  you  will  judge 
if  this  is  at  all  likely  :  and,  if  it  is 
not,  I  do  not  lee  any  advantage 
which  can  counterbalance  the  dan¬ 
gers  to  which  you  mull  be  expofed 
by  your  perfilting  to  remain.  It  is 
Hill  poffible  that  the  attempts  which 
the  republicans  are  about  to  make 
on  our  coalts  may  in  the  end  relight 
up  the  war  in  the  interior  of  your 
country,  and  caufe  the  importance 
of  the  royal  ill  party  to  be  better 
undeiftood  than  it  has  hitherto 
been.  This  is  the  foie  hope  that  I 

have 
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have  of  feeing  the  war  terminated 
otherwise  than  by  the  ruin  of  all 
moral  fociety.  But  thefe  hopes  are 
very  uncertain  ones,  and  can  by  no 
means  juftify  you  in  longer  flaying 
expofed  to  purfuit  from  your  ene¬ 
mies,  fhould  you  find  a  fure  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  efcape  from  it.  This  is 
my  firm  opinion,  grounded  not  only 
on  the  intereft  which  1  take  in  your 
perfonal  fafety,  but  on  what  I  be¬ 
lieve  to  be  the  mofl  ufeiul  to  the  in¬ 
tereft  of  the  caule  and  the  party  ; 
and  1  believe  that  Monfieur,  in  the 
letter  fent  with  this,  fpeaks  the  lame 
fentiments. 

With  refped  to  fuccours,  I  will 
not  ceafe  to  prefs  your  demands ; 
but  I  (hall  take  efpecial  care  not  to 
give  you  any  aflurances,  of  which 
the  execution  does  not  depend  on 
my  felt,  nor  to  teach  you  to  imagine 
that  thofe  demands  will  appear  as 
juft  to  other  perfons  as  they  do 
to  me. 

All  that  I  can  allure  yotf  of  is, 
that  I  remain  in  the  firm  perfuafion 
that  the  royalift  party  is  that  which 
might  have  faved  Europe,  and  that 
I  am  ever,  with  the  moft  perfect 
efteem, 

Your’s,  &c.  &c. 

W.  Windham. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Dundas  to4he 
fame . 

(Original.) 

Parliament  Street , 

Sir,  September  2,  1796. 

M.  de  la  Jaille  arrived  here 
on  the  8th  ultimo,  and  delivered  to 
me  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  July. 

The  purpofes  of  my  prefent  dif- 
patch  do  not  require  that  I  fhould 
enter  into  any  obfervations  on  the 


general  fttuation  of  affairs,  eonfider- 
ed  either  with  refped  to  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  experienced  by  his  majefty  s 
alhes  on  the  continent,  or  to  thofe 
which  have  determined  the  roya- 
lifts  in  Britanny  and  Poitou  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  authority  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  government  in  fiance,  and  to 
enter  into  fuch  arrangements  witn 
it  as  appear,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent, 
to  have  led  to  a  relinquiihment 
of  the  arduous  conflict  in  which 
they  were  fo  long  engaged.  It  will 
afford  real  fatisfa&ion  to  the  king, 
and  in  fome  degree  alleviate  the 
concern  with  which  he  cannot  but 
view  the  general  ftate  of  the  war, 
fhould  the  refult  of  thefe  arrange¬ 
ments  confirm  the  hopes  he  now 
entertains,  that,  by  their  firm  and 
vigorous  behaviour,  the  royalifts 
have  procured  luch  conditions  as 
will  effectually  fecure  fafety  and 
tranquillity  for  themlelves  and  their 
pofleflions. 

Whatever  fentiments  his  majefty  s 
confidential  fervants  may  entertain 
with  refped  to  the  caufe  in  which 
you  are  engaged,  it  is  impoflible  for 
them,  under  the  exifting  circumftan- 
ces,  to  encourage  the  continuance 
of  any7  unavailing  attempts,  which 
could  not  fail  to  expofe  to  danger 
the  perfons  concerned  in  them,  and 
perhaps  lead  to  an  ulelefs  eftufion  of 
blood.  With  the  ftrongeft  difpofi- 
tion,  therefore,  to  applaud  that  zeal 
and  public  fpirit  which  urge  you  to 
frefti  exertions,  his  majefty ’s  fer¬ 
vants  feel  it  a  duty  at  this  moment 
to  recommend  to  you  to  provide  for 
your  own  perional  fafety.  Having 
laid  before  you  the  confiderations  on 
which  this  fuggeftion  is  founded,  I 
with  you  to  receive  it  as  leaving  to 
you  a  full  liberty  to  regulate  your 
condud,  hereafter,  in  whatever  man- 
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ner  you  mpy  think  proper,  without 
any  reference  either  to  the  commif- 
fion,  or  any  former  inftruClion  you 
may  have  received  from  this  coun¬ 
try.  Whatever  obligations  you  may 
have  conceived  them  to  have  im¬ 
peded  on  you,  have  henceforth  en¬ 
tirely  ceafed,  and  fiiould  not,  confe- 
quently,  be  allowed  by  you  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  any  of  your  future  arrange¬ 
ments  ;  which  I  again  intreat  of  you 
to  make  in  whatever  manner  may 
heft  accord  with  your  opinions  and 
feelings  on  the  occafion,  unreftrained 
by  any  confideration  drawn  from  the 
events  which  have  arifen  from  your 
connection  with  his  majefty’s  mi- 
nifters.  You  may  reft  allured  that, 
whether  you  fhall  refolve  to  remain 
in  France,  to  return  to  England,  or 
retire  to  any  other  part  of  the 
jvorld,  they  will  equally  do  juftice 
to  the  motives  by  which  your  deci- 
iion  will  be  governed,  and,  as  far  as 
circumftanees  will  admit,  afford  you 
every  protection  in  their  power. 

Every  exertion  that  has  been 
made  to  procure  Louis  d’ors,or  other 
French  coins,  have  not  enabled  me 
to  provide  for  you  hitherto  a  fum 
exceeding  £.  1,800,  which  will  be 
conveyed  to  you  by  the  prefent  op¬ 
portunity.  This  forms  a  part  of 
£.  3,000  fterling,  which  I  have  his 
majefty’s  authority  to  remit  to  you 
without  delay,  to  enable  you  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  execution  of  fuch  ar¬ 
rangements  as  you  may  think  pro¬ 
per  to  make  on  receiving  this  dif- 
patch.  The  remainder  will  be  forth¬ 
with  fent,  (and  in  French  currency 
if  poffible)  by  fuch  means  of  convey¬ 
ance  as  may  be  provided  by  captain 
D’Auvergne,  prince  of  Bouillon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

&c.  &c. 

II.  Dun  das* 


Letter  from  the  Count  de  Tuifayc 
to  Mr.  Dun  das ,  in  anfwer  to  the 
preceding. 

(Tran  flat  ion.) 

Chateaubourg , 

Sir,  September  25,  1796° 

I  HAVE  received  the  difpatcheg 
which  you  did  me  the  honour  of  atb* 
d reding  to  me,  dated  the  lecond  of 
this  month. 

I  begin  by  offering  you  my  warm 
and  fmcere  thanks  for  the  kindneffes 
and  flattering  teftimonies  of  efteem 
which  the  government  deigns  to 
continue  to  me,  and  I  requeft  you  to 
have  the  goodnefs  to  prefent  thofe 
thanks  to  the  generous  minifters 
who,  notwithftanding  the  calumnies 
and  intrigues  which  have  purfued 
me,  and  notwithftanding  diftance  and 
the  duty  which  I  have  impofed  on 
myfelf  of  having  my  perfonal  caufe 
for  a  while  in  oblivion,  that  I  might 
give  myfelf  up  entirely  to  that  of 
my  king,  and  the  interefts  of  my 
country,  have  rendered  juftice  to  my 
motives,  and  deigned  to  appreciate 
my  conduct  and  my  feeble  fervices. 

Filled  with  the  deepeft  gratitude 
for  the  protection  and  generofity  of 
the  king,  of  which  you  are  pleaded  to 
affure  me,  I  conjure  you,  fir,  to  lay 
my  homage  for  them  at  the  feet  of 
his  majefty.  Highly  honoured  by 
having  obtained  the  countenance  of 
the  magnanimous  prince  who  has 
bellowed  fo  many  benefits  on  my 
unfortunate  compatriots,  I  fhould, 
under  any  other  circumftances,  be 
proud  to  accept  thofe  which  he  has 
authorized  you  to  bellow  on  me. 
I  entreat  you,  fir,  to  folicit  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  cohdefcend  to  add  another 
favour  to  thofe  which  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  :  it  is  that  he  will  approve 
the  manner  in  which  I  wifh  to  dif- 
pofe  of  the  four  thoufand  eight  hun¬ 
dred 
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dred  pounds,  which  are  personally  / 
defigned  for  me. 

The  immenfe  wants  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  companions  of  my  labours,  the 
engagements  contracted  during  the 
courfe  of  this  long  war,  the  care  of 
the  lick,  of  the  infirm,  and  of  thole 
whom  honourable  wounds  have  in¬ 
capacitated  from  being  henceforth 
the  fupports  of  their  indigent  fami¬ 
lies,  and  from  providing  for  their 
own  fubfiftence,  are  facred  debts,  a 
part  of  which  I  can  difcharge  with 
this  fum,  while  waiting  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  that  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  allows  me  to  expeCfc ;  and  the 
unfortunate  viClims  of  fo  much  de- 
votednefs  and  fo  much  zeal,  while 
they  blefs  the  beneficent  hand  of  his 
majefty,  and  of  his  virtuous  minis¬ 
ters,  will  not  have  to  reproach  me 
with  having  provided  for  my  for¬ 
tune,  anymore  than  my  Safety,  as 
long  as  I  could  procure  them  either 
confolation  or  luccour. 

Sufficiently  payed  by  the  honour 
of  a  powerful  protection,  of  which 
I  Shall  always  be  worthy,  I  am  rich 
in  having  merited  and  obtained  it. 
The  affurance  which  you  give  me, 
that  it  will  be  extended  to  me,  whe¬ 
ther  I  Shall  remain  in  France,  or 
Shall  retire  to  that  protecting  land 
which  I  fhall  never  ceafe  to  honour 
and  to  cherifh,  or  to  any  other  part 
of  the  world,  has  fixed  my  determi¬ 
nation  and  my  choice :  1  will  re¬ 
main  in  France,  as  long  as  my  efforts 
to  render  triumphant  the  caufe  of 
the  king  (hall  not  be  hopelefs,  and 
I  am  very  far  from  feeing  things 
under  that  point  of  view. 

In  my  laft  difpatches,  I  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  giving  to  the  government  an 
account  of  the  caufes  which  brought 
about  that  partial  laying  down  of 
arms,  which  ought  by  no  means  to 
be  confidered  in  the  light  of  an  ac¬ 


knowledgment  of  the  republic  and 
of  the  aCtual  government.  The  in¬ 
terest  of  thole  who  have  not  follow¬ 
ed  the  orders  and  example  which 
I  gave  them,  and  have  returned  to 
England ;  the  ignorance  of  the  great¬ 
est  number;  the  bad  will  of  many  ; 
the  confirmation  of  ill-informed  per- 
fons;  the  miftaken  zeal  of  fome  timid 
friends ;  and,  above  all,  the  verla- 
tility  of  circumftances,  in  a  revolu¬ 
tion  of  which  the  irregular  and  rapid 
motions  have  ho  direction  but  that 
which  is  given  them  by  the  chance 
of  events;  may  abroad  have  dis¬ 
torted  and  covered  with  a  thick  veil 
the  circumftances  under  which  has 
been,  and  now  is,  the  royahft  party 
in  France.  I  can  allure  you,  fir,  with 
that  adherence  to  truth  of  which  I 
have  given  proofs,  that  this  party  is 
Stronger  than  ever  ;  that,  far  front 
having  loft  any  thing  during  the 
late  crifis,  the  crifis  has  only  Served 
to  purify  and  extend  it;  that  during 
the  time  recently  gone  by,  which  I 
have  unin  ter  mittedly  employed  in 
rallying  opinion,  gaining  new  parti- 
fans  to  our  caufe,  and  confoling  and 
reuniting  the  different  faithful  mafic s 
abandoned  by  their  chiefs,  I  have 
myfelf  been  Surprized  by  its  Strength, 
of  which  I  was  not  aware  ;  that, 
after  having  Studied  the  caufes  of 
the  fucceflive  and  multiplied  reverfes 
which  this  powerful  coalition  has 
experienced,  I  have  found  them  in 
the  want  of  connection  in  its  parts, 
and  in  the  manoeuvres  of  individual 
ambition,  and  of  intrigue,  fuggefted 
at  fir  ft  by  the  exterior  enemies, 
(I  mean  by  this  denomination  the 
intriguers  who  have  Sheltered  them- 
felves  principally  in  England)  and 
fo  well  maintained  and  turned  to  pro¬ 
fit  by  the  enemies  in  the  interior.  T 
imagine  that  thefe  men  no  lefs  ardent 
to  do  mifchief,  when  there  is  the 
*  P  p  4  leaft 
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leaft  appearance  of  fuccefs,  than  they 
are  cowardly  under  the  leaft  misfor¬ 
tune,  will  not  fo  foon  run  the  rifk  of 
introducing  themfelves  amongft  us, 
and  this  fevent  will  perhaps  be  a 
leffon  for  thofe  who  have  mifufed 
the  protection  of  the  government  to 
fend  them  to  us.  Freed,  at  leaft 
for  a  time,  from  thefe  mifchievous 
beings;  affured  of  the  fidelity,  zeal, 
and  courage  of  thofe  who  have  ad¬ 
hered  to  me ;  having  confiderably 
augmented  my  connections  in  the 
towns,  and  molt  interefting  places ; 
fomented  the  general  difeontent 
which  breaks  out  every  day  among 
the  republican  officers  and  foldiers ; 
brought  round  the  opinions  of  a  very 
numerous  rnixt  party,  the  {hades 
of  which  infenfibly  blend  together 
as  they  approximate  to  us,  and  of 
which  the  leaders  have  recently 
given  me  unequivocal  teftimonies  of 
confidence  ;  having  likewife  opened 
a  correfpondence  with  the  capital, 
and  with  the  provinces  of  the  fouth, 
and  given  to  the  party  of  the  king 
a  confidence  which  it  never  before 
poffeffied ;  and,  finally,  knowing  the 
aftonifhing  effeCt  which  has  been 
produced  on  the  public  mind  by  the 
news  of  the  defeat  of  the  army  of 
jourdan,  by  an  univerfal  difcourage- 
ment,  by  the  defertion  of  the  troops, 
the  depreciation  of  the  mandats, 
the  murmurs  of  the  payers  of  taxes, 
the  barrennefs  of  refources,  &c.  &c. 
I  am  convinced  that  France  is  al- 
moft  entirely  royalift;  and  that  if 
thi  arms  of  his  majefty’s  allies 
fhould  obtain  a  fecond  and  a  third 
fuccefs,  there  is  not  a  doubt  that 
the  movements  in  the  interior  will 
be  fuch  as  to  make  a  decifive  di- 
-verfion.  Circumftances  vary  with 
events,  and  a  fmgle  day  may  fuffice 
to  produce  a  complete  change  in  the 
face  of  affairs.  I,  therefore,  believe 


it  to  be  my  duty  to  get  every  thing 
in  readinefs  to  adt  with  vigour  and 
promptitude  fhould  that  happy  day 
arrive  ;  and  I  can  affure  you,  fir* 
that  I  will  be  ready ;  and  fince,  in 
cafe  of  my  determining  to  remain 
in  France,  the  government  deigns 
to  affure  me  of  the  continuance  of 
its  protection,  I  entreat  it  to  give 
orders,  to  the  prince  of  Bouillon,  to 
forward  to  me  fupplies  of  powder 
and  arms,  of  which  I  ffiall  make  ufe 
whenever  an  occafion  prefents  itfelf* 

I  muff  at  the  fame  time  call  on  it  to 
fend  the  remainder  of  the  forty-five 
thoufarid  pounds  which  were  grant¬ 
ed  to  me,  and  the  delay  of  which 
cannot  but  be  of  infinite  prejudice. 

On  this  head,  I  muff  obferve  to 
you,  fir,  that  the  correfpondence  by 
the  way  of  Jerfey  is  befetby  very  pre¬ 
judicial  abufes  and  inconveniences. 
The  men  who  are  employed  in  it,  jea¬ 
lous  of  each  other,  think  of  nothing 
but  ruining  each  other.  There  are 
two,  M.  M.  Bertin  and  Loifel,  who 
have  contrived  to  get  into  the  confix 
derice  of  the  prince  of  Bouillon,  and 
who  mifufe  it  in  a  manner  deferving 
of  puniffiment;  they  have  fucceeded 
in  giving  him  a  diflike  of  M.  Pri- 
gent,  who  has  ferved  with  continued 
zeal  for  four  years.  All  that  is  sent 
through  other  channels  than  his  I 
do  not  receive.  Prigent  alone,  and 
thofe  who  a£l  with  him,  have  faith¬ 
fully  ferved  me.  I  requeft  you,  fir, 
to  order  that,  henceforth,  only  M. 
Prigent  ffiall  be  charged  with  com- 
miffions  of  importance.  It  is  the 
sole  means  of  obtaining  the  fafe 
conveyance  of  the  remittances  in¬ 
tended  for  me.  You  will  be  affonifii- 
ed  when  you  come  to  compare  the 
amount  of  the  fums  forwarded  to 
me  with  the  fums  fpecified  in  my 
receipts,  which  will  be  produced  to 
you;  and  you  will  be  more  aftonifhed 

at 


1 


ORIGINAL  STATE  PAPERS.  *585 


at  the  monftrous  expence  which 
this  correfpondence  cofts. 

Thefe  men,  who  are  befides  hawk¬ 
ers  of  intrigues  and  calumnies,  have, 
during  the  laft  fifteen  months,  done 
great  milchief  to  the  party.  The 
only  means  of  preventing  further 
milchief  is,  to  forbid  them  to  go  to 
Jerfe4y,  and  to  drive  them  back  to 
England. 

I  ought  to  forewarn  you,  fir,  that 
you  will  receive,  againft  M.  Prigent, 
written  charges,  which  are  the  work 
of  hatred  and  calumny,  and  I  en¬ 
treat  that  you  will  order  him  to 
London,  to  juftify  himfelh 

To  this  difpatch  I  add  a  copy  of 
the  official  ftatements  of  artillery, 
arms  and  ammunition  lent  to  Breft, 
at  which  place  70,000  republican 
troops  are  now  affembling.  You  will 
conjecture  the  real  purpofe  of  this 
affemblage :  though  it  is  malked 
under  the  projeCt  ot  an  expedition  to 
Portugal,  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
threatens  the  coafts  of  Ireland  and 
England*  The  immenfe  maritime 
means  of  the  government  render  me 
eafy  as  to  the  refult  of  this  enter- 
prize.  The  republicans  reckon  much 
on  the  Spanilh  fleet.  Their  marine 
is  ft  ill  in  a  pitiful  (late,  but  they 
every  day  wreft  from  me  fome  tai¬ 
lors,  audit  is  neceffary  that  I  ffiould 
immediately  receive  pecuniary  aid, 
to  provide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  thofe 
whom  I  retain,  and  who  have  no 
other  refourcefor  their  daily  fupport. 

I  repeat  here  the  information 
which  I  have  given  to  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham.  The  fecret  introduction  of 
arms  is  nightly  continued  at  Jerfey. 
I  have  recently  obtained  another 
proof  of  it,  from  a  man  who  was  to 
embark  in  one  of  the  fmall  vefiels 
ufed  for  this  purpofe,  and  whom  re¬ 
flection  induced  to  defert. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c. 
Count  Joseph  de  Puisaye, 


Letter  from  Mr.  Windham  to  the 
Count  de  Luifajje. 

(Tranflation.) 

London ,  October  14,  179^- 
I  SHOULD  write  oftener  to  you, 
fir,  and  with  much  pleafure,  if  I 
had  any  thing  confoling  to  tell  you. 
What  is  it  that  I  have  now  to  an¬ 
nounce  to  you  ?  That  to-morrow  an 
ambafiador  will  fet  out  from  hence, 
to  open  negotiations  with  the  regi¬ 
cides  at  Paris.  Do  not,  however, 
believe  that  this  mult  neceffarily 
bring  about  an  immediate  peace. 
Many  obltacles  may  yet  be  thrown 
in  the  way  by  the  republicans, 
whofe  haughtinefs  and  infolence, 
notwithflanding  the  fueceflive  de¬ 
feats  which  they  have  fuffered  on. 
the  Rhine,  and  the  perhaps  total 
deftruCtion  of  th£ir  armies,  are  very- 
capable  of  dictating  conditions,  to 
which  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
accede. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  am  labour¬ 
ing  affiduoufly  for  you,  and  afluredly 
with  the  fame  zeal ;  though,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  with  the  fame  fuccefs  as 
ever.  I  am  as  much  convinced  as  be¬ 
fore  that  with  means,  and  by  means 
undemanding  merely  money,  much 
may  be  done.  It  is  for  this  reafon 
that  I  am  lefs  anxious  than  I  was 
when  I  wrote  my  laft  letter,  that 
you  fliould  look  only  to  your  per- 
fonal  fafety ;  though  I  do  not  wifli 
that  to  be  negleCted.  Take  all  pof- 
flble  care  of  it,  but  remain  ftill,  if 
you  fee  that,  even  without  more 
affiftance  than  you  have  a  right  to 
expeCt  from  us,  there  is  ftill  fome 
fuccefs  to  be  hoped  for. 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas  has 
been  much  approved  of;  and  I  hope 
that,  either  by  the  ufual  channel,  or 
by  that  which  you  have  eftabliflied: 
through  Cefar,  I  Ihall  soon  make 
you  fome  remittances.  I  flare  not, 

however, 
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however,  promife  you  that  1  (hall 
be  able,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  to 
lemit  all  that  is  due  to  yon.  Cefar 
is  to  fet  off  immediately,  and  will 
endeavour,  or  not,  to  reach  you,  ac¬ 
cording  as  circumftances  may  dic¬ 
tate  :  but  I  doubt  if  I  fhall  have  any 
money  ready  againft  his  departure. 

Your  fufpicions,  with  refperi  to 
the  difhonefty  of  fome  of  your  agents, 
who,  you  think,  have  not  remitted 
that  which  was  entrufted  to  them, 
ought,  1  fear,  rather  to  fall  on  thofe 
who  have  not  always  kept  their 
promifes.  The  fix  thoufand  pounds, 
of  which  you  fpeak,  were  not  fent, 
except  as  parts  of  the  fums  which 
you  received.  As  to  Prigent  and 
Gouin  I  have  taken  meafures  to 
have  them  employed,  in  preference, 
in  every  thing  which  perfonally 
concerns  you.  Do  not,  however,  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  others  are  wanting 
in  fidelity  to  the  caufe  in  general. 
At  leaf!,  M.  de  Botherel  does  not 
believe  it. 

Adieu,  fir;  I  would  not  negledl  to 
write,  though  it  will  probably  be 
fome  time  before  my  letter  can  be 
difpatched.  I  will  alfo  conform  to^ 
the  with,  which  you  have  exprefled, 
that  I  would  write  frequently :  but 
do  not  think,  however  flow  or  fhort 
my  letters  may  be,  that  1  have  loft 
any  of  the  refpedt  and  attachment 
which  make  me  your  moft  obedient 
and  faithful  fervant, 

W.  Windham. 

X  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  25th  of  September,  and 
alfo  of  another  of  a  prior  date. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Windham  to  the 
Count  de  Puifaye. 

(Tranflation.) 

London , 

Sir,  January  26,  1797. 

I  WROTE  to  you,  on  the  thir¬ 
teenth  of  this  month,  in  reply  to 
4 


your  letters  of  the  twentieth  and 
twenty-third  of  laft  month.  That 
letter  was  to  be  conveyed  to  you 
through  the  hands  of  a  perfon  who 
was  going  to  Paris.  In  it  I  ftated 
to  you  the  communications  which 
l  had  had  with  the  agents  of  the 
king,  and  my  reafons  for  being  fatis- 
fied  with  their  difpofitions  towards 
you.  The  prefent  letter  wall  be  de¬ 
livered  to  you  by  three  of  your 
friends,  who  are  to  go  by  the  way 
of  Jerfey,  and  who  will  not  fail  to 
labour  with  you  in  the  talk  of  giving 
an  unity  of  adtion  to  your  opera¬ 
tions,  and  of  rendering  fruitlefs  thofe 
intrigues  which  have  not  yet  ceafed, 
though,  as  I  hope,  they  continually 
lofe  fomething  of  their  ftrength. 

They  will  inform  you  that  I  am 
authorized  to  anfwer  your  drafts,  to 
the  amount  of  a  fmall  fum,  and  to 
promife  you,  that,  as  far  as  that  fum 
will  go,  there  will  be  no  delay  in 
the  payment.  I  hope  alfo  to  be 
enabled  Ihortly  to  remit  you  a  fimi- 
lar  fum,  and,  as  foon  as  this  takes 
place,  I  will  arrange  matters  fo  that 
the  money  {hall  be  fent  you  by 
fome  fure  conveyance,  or  that  you 
fhall  be  informed  of  it,  that  you 
may  iffue  other  notes.  The  fums 
which  I  have  in  view  are  neither  of 
fufficient  magnitude  nor  certainty  to 
make  it  worth  while  to  profit  by 
the  means  of  conveyance  which  you 
pointed  out  in  your  laft. 

There  is  not,  either  in  the  coun¬ 
cils,  or  meafures,  here,  any  thing 
new,  which  it  would  intereft  you  to 
know.  The  attempts  of  the  enemy 
on  our  coafts  will  perhaps  at  length 
teach  us  that  it  is  better  to  make 
war  on  the  enemy’s  territory  than 
to  have  it  carried  into  our  own.  If 
this  fhould  caufe  the  revival  of  the 
royalift  party,  and  the  drawing  clofer 
of  our  connexion  with  it,  I  fhall  be 
obliged  to  Hoche,  fur  having,  for  a 

while, 
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while,  thrown  us  into  alarm,  with 
refpe<d  to  our  ownfafety. 

You  fee,  fir,  that  I  am  no  wife 
changed  in  my  public  fentiments, 
and  the  gentlemen  who  will  join 
you,  and  deliver  this  letter,  can 
allure  }  ou  that  I  am  as  little  chang¬ 
ed  in  the  fentiments  of  attachment 
and  refpeffc,  with  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  your  molt  humble  and 
obedient  fervant, 

W.  Windham. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Windham  to  the 
Count  de  Puifay. 

(Tranflation.) 

London , 

Sir,  February  1,  1797. 

I  HAVE  this  indant  received 
your  letter  of  the  tenth  of  January, 
with  the  enclofures,  which  I  will 
not  fail  to  forward  to  their  addrefs. 
You  will,  I  hope,  foon  know  that 
four  of  the  gentlemen,  to  whom  you 
write,  have  already  left  London,  and 
only  wait  for  a  favourable  wind  to 
take  them  to  you.  I  will  endeavour 
to  have  them  overtaken,  that  I  may 
inform  you,  through  them,  of  the 
receipt  of  your  packets. 

That  which  you  have  addrelfed  to 

the  duke  of  H - is  of  a  nature  to 

excite  uneafinefs.  It  is  a  fubje£t  on 
which  1  have  at  times  reflected,  and 
which  at  this  moment  embarraffes 
me  more  than  ever,  now  that  I  fee 
that  your  opinion  is  different  from 
that  of  perfons  who  are  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  and  head  of  operations.  One  of 
thofe  perfons,  who  has  been  here, 
and  with  whom  I  was  very  well  fa- 
tisfied,  opened  to  me  in  its  whole 
extent  the  plan  which  you  have 
traced ;  that  is  to  fay,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  ulterior  views  which 
you  attribute  to  fome  who  are  la¬ 
bouring  in  the  fame  field,  I  do  not 


believe  that  fuch  is  the  fentiment  of 
all,  and  particularly  not  of  the  per-^ 
fon  to  whom  I  allude.  His  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  princes  is  too  dired„ 
and  his  fidelity,  I  believe,  too  cer¬ 
tain,  to  allow  of  his  being  fufpe&ed 
of  taking  a  part  in  fuch  defigns. 

Nevertheless,  I  have  great  reafon 
to  be  convinced  that  fuch  a  plot 
does  exid  in  fome  quarter,  and  that 
by  means  of  it  the  Spanifh  govern¬ 
ment  is  fought  to  be  gained  over, 
perhaps  deceived.  Becaufe  that,  as 
far  as  yet  appears,  it  is  not  in  favour 
of  the  young  Orleans,  but  of  fome 
branch  of  the  Spanifli  family,  that 
it  is  wilhed  to  let  afide  the  legiti¬ 
mate  fovereign.  It  has  been  faid 
that  the  prince  of  Parma  is  the 
perfon  in  view  ;  but  it  is  rather  ©ns 
of  the  fons  of  the  king  himfelf,  that 
is  to  fay,  a  fon  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Peace. 

The  agents  of  the  king  do  not 
diffimilate  the  exifience  of  fuch  a 
plan ;  but  it  is  precifely  for  this 
reafon  that  they  think,  or  at  lead; 
fay,  that  the  king  ought  to  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  the  mod  expeditious* 
manner ;  for  fear  that,  confidering 
the  tendency  which  the  nation  feems 
to  have  towards  monarchy,  the  king 
may  be  anticipated  by  whoever  is 
willing  to  accept  the  throne  on  the 
lead  burdenfome  conditions. 

This  is  a  queftion  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fettle,  and  which  demands 
data  that  I  do  not  poflefs. 

1  am  of  opinion  that  their  idea  is 
that  which  will  be  bell  liked  here^ 
It  is  unfortunately  in  the  fpirit  of 
that  policy  which  has  been  hitherto 
a6ted  on.  I  am  not,  however,  any 
the  more  convinced  that  it  is  that 
which  muft  be  the  moft  fuccefsful* 
Timid  and  indeciiive  counfels  are 
far  enough  from  being  always  the 
fared  or  the  mod  prudent* 


On 
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On  this  you  will  confult  your  ex¬ 
perience  and  wifdom ;  but  I  am 
lure  that  you  will  be  careful  not  to 
confine  your  views  too  much  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  country  in  Which  you 
are,  nor  to  pay  too  little  attention 
to  the  cautious  delicacy  which  fhould 
be  obferved  With  refpeffc  to  the 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

At  all  events  yon  will  probably 
think  it  right  to  preferve  the  unity 
of  a&ion  by  facrifices  of  opinion  on 
each  fide,  fo  long  as  there  is  reafon 
to  believe  that  every  thing  is  done 
with  an  honeft  intention. 

I  will  have  a  converfation  with 
the  duke  of  H —  on  this  point,  and 
will  endeavour  to  acquaint  you  with 
his  fentiments. 

In  the  mean  time  I  have  only  to 
add  that  I  am  enabled  to  honouryour 
drafts  to  the  amount  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  in  addition  to  the 
thoufand,  which  I  mentioned  in  my 
lail,  as  ready  to  be  paid  on  your 
bills  being  prefented;  and  that  I  am 
in  daily  expectation  of  having  it  in 
my  power  to  promife  a  fimilar  fum 
of  £.  1,500.  I  do  not  fay  that  this 
is  much.  Apropos  of  thefe  objects, 
M.  de  Frotte  tells  me  that  five  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  which  I  gave  him  for 
you,  made  a  part  of  the  money  which 
was  taken  by  M.  Picot.  In  reality, 
I  believe  that  he  named  M.  Picot 
as  the  perfon  who  was  to  be  the 
bearer  of  it. 

I  beg  that  you  will  always  reckon 
on  the  feelings  of  friendfhip  and 
refpeft,  with  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &rc. 

W.  Windham. 


No.  4. 

Addrefs  of  the  royalijl  chiefs  of  Bri- 
tanny ,  Normandy  end  Poitou, fent 


to  the  count  d*  Artois,  who  was 
then  at  Holy  rood  Houfe . 

London , 

Sir,  December  5,  1797. 
TO  fpeak  to  your  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  arid  to  his  majefly,  in  the  name 
of  the  French  royalifls,  is  to  awaken 
in  your  minds  the  deareft  feelings; 
for  the  French  royalifts  to  lay  at 
your  feet  the  truth,  that  fevere 
truth,  which  the  deceptions  of  flat¬ 
tery  too  often  feek  to  weaken  or 
obfeure,  is  to  fhew  themfelves 
worthy  of  the  confoling  and  glorious 
title  of  faithful  friends  of  their  fove- 
reign,  a  title  which  they  have  earned 
by  their  long  and  painful  labours ; 
and  to  doubt  that  the  king  and  your 
royal  highnefs  repofe  in  us  a  bound- 
lets  confidence  would  be  to  commit 
an  outrage  on  your  fenfibility,  and  to 
dare  to  difbelieve  in  your  juttice. 

Deeply  imprefled  with  thefe 
truths,  the  chiefs  of  the  numerous 
royalift  armies  in  the  weft  of  France, 
as  well  thofe  who  remain  at  the 
perilous  poll  to  which  their  devoted- 
nefs  binds  them,  as  thofe  who,  charg¬ 
ed  with  watching  abroad  over  the 
common  interefts,  are  now  in  Eng¬ 
land  fulfilling  that  duty,  all  thefe 
chiefs,  taught  by  paft  misfortunes 
to  calculate  the  chances  of  the 
future,  jealous  of  preferving,  pure 
and  entire,  the  depofit  of  honour  and 
of  confidence  which  has  been  en- 
trufted  to  them  by  the  faith  of  a 
generous  people,  are  now  united,  to 
form  a  whole,  of  which  henceforth 
nothing  will  be  able  to  deftroy  the 
unity,  and,  thus  united,  to  fubmit  to 
your  royal  highnefs,  and,  through 
you,  to  his  majefty,  the  refult,  fo 
much  the  more  folemn  as  it  is  una¬ 
nimous,  of  their  willies,  their  fears, 
their  hopes,  and  the  refolutions 
which  religion,  honour,  and  necef- 
fity  command  them  to  adopt. 

We 
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We  will  not,  in  this  place,  enter 
into  all  the  caufes  of  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  the  royalift  party  ;  we  will 
not  Hop  to  point  out  the  negligent, 
foolifh  or  perverfe  beings,  who, 
placed  between  the  king  and  us, 
have,  with  an  obftinacy  of  which 
crime  alone  is  capable,  lhackled,  at 
every  Hep,  the  prodigious  efforts  ot 
a  whole  people,  armed,  during  five 
years,  for  its  religion  and  for  its  fove- 
reign.  We  fhudder  to  think  that  an 
examination  of  this  fubjed  will,  per¬ 
haps,  one  day  belong  to  the  hihory  of 
the  caufes  which  will  have  prevented 
from  afcending  the  throne  of  its 
fathers,  that  auguft  family,  for  which 
we  have  fhed  lo  much  of  our  blood. 
To  prevent  this  misfortune  we  are 
ft  ill  ready  to  Hied  all  that  remains. 
Neverthelefs,  when  time  and  death 
(hall  have  put  to  filence  the  little 
paflions,  when  truth  fhall  have  difli- 
pated  the  clouds  of  calumny,  and  her 
tardy  voice  fhall  have  Hricken  dumb 
the  illufions  of  falfehood,  poHerity, 
while  it  gives  tears  to  your  cala¬ 
mities,  will  not  perceive  the  per¬ 
fidious  counfellors,  whom  the  fcorn 
of  the  prefent  generation,  and  their 
own  obfcurity,  will  have  hidden 
from  it ;  but  it  will  take  a  pride  in 
the  fublime  felf-forgetfulnefs  and 
heroic  fidelity  of  the  royalift  armies; 
and,  in  reading  the  annals  of  this 
horrible  revolution,  if,  amidft  the 
long  leries  of  crimes  and  of  rnean- 
neffes,  of  audacity  and  of  cowardice, 
of  atrocities  and  intrigues,  if  the 
words  virtue,  religion,  and  honour, 
fometimes  ftrike  the  ears  of  our 
'defcendants,  their  minds,  terrified 
by  fomany  horrors,  will  turn,  doubt- 
lefs  with  tome  relief,  to  the  fields  of 
Poitou,  Britanny,  Anjou,  and  a  part 
of  Maine  and  Normandy. 

Thus,  placed  as  intermediaries 
between  our  king  and  thofe  virtuous 


men  whofe  confidence  we  know  how 
to  appreciate,  we  will  fulfil  the  duties 
which  are  impofed  on  us  by  this 
double  intereft  ;  we  will  fulfil  them 
with  the  refped  and  zeal  which  de¬ 
voted  fubjeds  owe  to  their  king,  to 
their  king  in  misfortune,  but  with 
the  forefight  and  the  paternal  cares 
which  thofe  who  have  placed  their 
deftiny  in  our  hands  have  a  juft 
right  to  exped  from  us.  Our  con- 
fcience  Hi  all  be  our  judge,  and  our 
conduct  fhall  guard  our  glory. 

In  the  midft  of  the  prefent  crifis, 
of  which  it  feeems  probable  that  the 
iftue  will  irrevocably  fix  the  fate  of 
Europe ;  when  one  half  of  the  globe, 
in  a  ftate  of  revolution,  threatens  to 
overthrow  the  other,  when  the  coa- 
lefced  powers  are  reduced  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  obtain  by  negotiation  that 
whicb  fortune  refutes  to  their  arms  ; 
at  the  moment  when  all  public  and 
private  interefts  unite  and  h alien  to 
feize  on  whatever  means  they  can 
find  of  flopping,  or  at  leaf!  fufpend- 
ing,  thofe  ravages  which  keep  in- 
creafins,  in  the  fame  ratio  as  the 
boldnels  of  the  vidor  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  vanquifhed ;  at  fuch  a 
moment,  we  muft  not  difiernble  that 
the  caufe  of  the  king  of  France, 
when  placed  by  the  fide  of  the  caufe 
of  humanity,  no  longer  appears  in 
its  Hrft  magnitude.  The  principle 
of  the  quarrel  which  convulles 
Europe  has  entirely  changed ;  and 
the  intereft  which  was  infpired  by 
the  fate  of  the  king  and  of  his  faith¬ 
ful  fubjeds  has  gradually  decreafed, 
in  proportion  as  the  danger,  extend¬ 
ing  itfelf  in  a  terrific  manner,  has, 
by  its  progrefs,  warned  all  the  other 
ftates  to  think  of  their  own  fafety. 
Vainly  for  feven  years  has  every 
body  repeated  that  the  caufe  of  one 
king  is  that  of  all  the  others  ;  that 
there  are  no  fovereigns,  nobles,  nor 
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even  landed  proprietors,  who  are  not 
ftrongly  interefted  to  replace  in 
their  rights  thofe  who  have  been 
defpoiled  of  them  by  this  monftrous 
and  menacing  fyttem  ;  and  fthat  the 
heft  means  of  putting  a  Hop  to  the 
conflagration  was  to  extinguifh  it  in 
the  fpot  from  whence  it  proceeded. 
Thefe  truths  are  become  common 
places,  at  firft  employed  by  reafon, 
but  which  adulation  has  fubfequently 
ufed  to  pally  the  nobleft  efforts. 
It  is  not  on  what  ought  to  be,  but 
on  what  really  is,  that  plans  can  be 
properly  formed,  and  the  conduct 
regulated.  Now,  it  is  demonftrated 
to  us,  it  is  demonftrated  to  every 
man  who  has  not  renounced  the 
exercife  of  his  underftanding,  that 
the  foreign  powers  are  averfe  from 
every  idea  of  making  ufe  of  the 
king’s  party,  that,  henceforth,  they 
will  not  fecond  it  in  any  thing,  and 
that  it  has  no  kind  of  fuecour  to 
hope  from  them,  at  lead  till  it  fhall 
have  acquired  that  degree  of  im¬ 
portance  which  can  alone  be  given 
to  it  by  its  natural  chief ;  that,  till 
then,  the  project  of  putting  the 
crown  of  France  on  the  head  of 
Louis  the  eighteenth  will  not  form 
a  part  of  any  of  the  plans  for  reftor- 
ing  peace  to  Europe  ;  that  the  name 
of  our  king  will  not,  perhaps,  even 
be  uttered  at  the  congrefs  which  is 
on  the  point  of  deliberating  on  the 
great  objebt  of  peace ;  and  that, 
consequently,  the  foreign  powers  are 
convinced  that  they  poffefs  more 
fure,  more  efficacious,  and  more 
fpeedy  means,  of  obtaining  their 
end. 

If  we  turn  our  view  towards 
France,  to  obferve  what  are  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  interior,  (difpoiitions 
which  it  has  been  our  intereft  as 
well  as  our  duty  to  ftudy,  and  to 
underhand  clearly,  in  their  prin¬ 


ciples  and  even  their  moft  triflng 
eircumftances)  we  fhall  find  that 
they  will  afford  nothing  confoling  ; 
unlefs  a  change  be  made  in  the 
mode  of  confidering  and  directing 
them.  Doubtlefs,  fuperficial  ob~ 
fervers,  guided  by  petty  interefts  of 
ambition  and  fortune,  or  deceived 
themfelves  by  appearances,  the 
caufes  of  which  they  were  unable  to 
fathom ;  that  kind  of  men  who, 
when  they  are  compelled  to  tell  the 
truth,  think  it  always  necefiary  to 
wrap  it  up  under  difguifes  which 
give  it  all  the  inconveniences  of 
falfehood ;  thefe  men  may  have 
made  the  king  and  your  royal  high- 
nefs  participate  in  errors,  which  are 
fo  much  the  more  dangerous,  as 
they  have  been,  and  are,  perhaps, 
Hill,  the  ground  work  of  all  the 
plans  which  have  hitherto  been 
adopted,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
immenfe  means  which  the  royalift 
party  offers  to  his  majefly. 

France,  they  have  faid,  attribut¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time  to  their  pre¬ 
tended  labours  the  natural  change 
in  the  public  opinion,  France  is  en¬ 
tirely  royalift.  It  had  been  more 
correct  to  fay  the  French,  or  almoft 
all  the  French,  are  dife  on  tented. 
Then,  it  would  not  have  been  fo 
lightly  concluded  as  it  has  been, 
that  all  wifhes  are  united  for  the 
return  of  the  king ;  his  wifdom 
would  not  have  been  milled  by 
working  on  his  heart ;  and  the 
means  of  force  would  not  have  been 
renounced,  to  rely  excluftvely  on  the 
chimera  of  opinion,  and  on  meafures 
of  moderation. 

It  is  true  that  all  the  French 
bear  with  impatience  a  yoke  which 
they  abhor.  But,  when  the  greateft 
part  of  them  fee  themfelves  placed 
in  the  alternative  either  of  fubmit- 
ting  to  the  legitimate  fovereign, 

whom 


ORIGINAL  STATE  PAPERS.  *591 


wh om  they  dread,  or  of  remaining 
bent  under  the  tyrannic  power  which 
opprefles  them, "and  that  they  make 
no  ufe  of  the  means  which  they 
poffefs  to  free  themfelves  from  it, 
it  would  be  more  juft  to  conclude 
that,  if  opinion  inclines  to  a  monar¬ 
chical  government,  it  is  ftill  very  far 
from  being  as  favourable,  as  fome 
are  pleafed  to  declare,  to  the  caufe 
of  the  king. 

Let  us  beware  of  (hutting  our 
eyes  on  the  caufes  of  that  inaction 
in  which  appears  to  (lumber  a  nation, 
the  energy  and  courage  of  which 
have  lurinounted  all  the  obftacles 
that  have  been  oppofed  to  its  will. 
It  is,  without  doubt,  not  through 
cowardice  that  generals,  who  had 
learned  fo  many  intrepid  foldiers  to 
conquer,  have  preferred  to  yield  up 
their  heads  to  the  axe  of  the  exe¬ 
cutioner,  rather  than  embrace  a 
party  that  did  not  infpire  them  with 
the  confidence  which  was  requffite 
to  enable  them  to  come  to  a  decifion. 
It  has  not  been  through  cowardice 
that  whole  battalions  have  allowed 
themfelves  to  be  decimated,  and 
dragged  in  (Hence  to  a  fhameful 
death.  It  is  not  through  cowardice 
that  victorious  armies  have  fuffered 
in  their  ranks  the  inft rumen  t  of  exe¬ 
cution,  and  at  their  heads  repre- 
fentatives  who  difpofed,  at  their 
pleafure,  of  the  lives  of  officers  and 
foldiers.  He  who  knows  the  hu¬ 
man  heart,  and  particularly  the 
hearts  of  Frenchmen,  will  feek  elfe- 
where  the  caufe  of  the  facility  with 
which  Robefpierre,  and  his  fuccef- 
fors  down  to  the  prefent  period,  have 
accomplilhed  the  bringing  their 
innumerable  victims  to  the  fcaffold. 
The  French  nation,  become  yet 
more  warlike  than  it  was  before  the 
revolution,  has  alfo  become  more 
hi^h-fpirited.  A  Frenchman  can 


brave  death,  but  not  humiliations 
and  contempt.  Nothing  hitherto 
has  been  fufficient  to  fet  them  at 
eafe  with  refpeCt  to  the  king's  inten¬ 
tions.  Tliofe  who  have  ufurped  the 
powers  of  government  have  had  too 
many  means  of  fpreading  and  giv¬ 
ing  currency  to  the  numerous  ca¬ 
lumnies,  which  keep  up  the  fear 
that  is  infpired  by  the  idea  of  the 
return  of  the  legitimate  princes ; 
and  the  three  agents,  who  have  made 
fo  bad  an  ufe  of  the  authority  en- 
trufted  to  them  by  the  king,  are  far 
enough  from  having  achieved  the 
deftruCtion  of  thofe  calumnies.  Add 
to  this,  that  the  royalifts  themfelves, 
who  have  feen,  under  their  own 
eyes,  the  fall  of  thofe  who  have 
been  victims  of  the  horrible  abufe 
of  confidence  of  which  the  agents 
have  been  guilty,  and  who,  at  this 
very  moment,  fee  renewed  a  fyftem 
built  on  the  fame  foundation,  and 
fubjeCt  to  ftill  greater  inconveni¬ 
ences,  becaufe  the  energetic  men, 
on  whom  they  at  firft  relied,  are 
torn  from  them, — the  royalifts 
themfelves  are  now  filled  with  dis¬ 
quietudes,  fears,  and  fulpicions,  the 
confequences  of  which  it  is  difficult 
to  forefee  and  to  calculate,  if  an 
effectual  remedy  he  not  fpeedily 
applied. 

In  this  (late  of  things,  and  confi- 
dering  what  we  have  faid  of  the 
difpofitions  of  the  interior,  there  is 
no  honeft  man  who  will  not  confefs 
to  himfelf,  that  any  king  whatever, 
not  chofen  from  the  reigning  branch 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  will  be  con- 
fidered  by  the  foreign  powers  as  a 
means  of  peace  for  Europe,  and  by 
the  majority  of  the  French  as  a  gift 
from  appealed  Heaven,  which  would 
put  an  end  to  their  fufferings,  and 
permit  them  once  more  to  breathe. 

Wlm  would  be  the  confequence 

if, 
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if,  as  is  reported,  and  as  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  it  is  meditated, 
if  the  defcendant  of  Henry  the 
fourth,  if  the  foie  remaining  off- 
fpring  of  the  auguft  martyrs  whom 
they  have  affaffinated,  if  that  prin- 
eefs,  no  lefs  interefting  from  her 
misfortunes  than  by  her  graces  and 
her  virtues,  Ihould  be  offered  to  the 
French  as  the  feal  of  pardon,  and  to 
all  Europe  as  a  pledge  of  the  peace 
of  the  world ! 

Ul'elefsly  will  the  flattering  idea 
be  entertained  that  this  meafure 
may  be  turned  to  the  profit  of  the 
royal  houfe.  Neither  the  wiflies  of 
a  father,  nor  ancient  promifes,  nor 
the  ties  of  affection,  however  dear 
and  facred  they  may  be,  will  prevail 
againft  that  which  policy  will  deno¬ 
minate  the  falvation  of  nations. 

s 

Thofe  illuflons,  which  carets  hope 
and  flatter  the  defires,  may  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  fed  on ;  but  the  torrent 
of  necefiity  drags  along  every  thing 
in  its  rapid  courfe  ;  and  the  king 
muff  renounce  his  crown,  and  his 
faithful  fubjeCts  the  defign  of  reltor- 
ing  it  to  him,  if  more  efficacious 
and  more  direct  means  be  not  em¬ 
ployed  to  replace  it  on  his  head. 

In  a  word,  if  the  archduke 
Charles,  or  any  other,  be  once  feat- 
ed  on  the  throne,  by  the  fide,  of 
the  princefs  royai  of  Ffance,  it  is 
our  duty  to  inform  the  kmg  and 
your  royal  highnefs,  that,  even 
among  the  royalifts,  there  will  not 
be  heard  a  voice,  there  will  not  be 
raifed  an  arm,  to  compel  him  to 
dfcfcend  from  it. 

According  to  this  too  faithful 
picture,  of  which  the  lines  have  even 
been  foftened  by  refpeCt  and  fenfi- 
bility,  what  an  agonizing  perfpeCtive 
does  the  future  prefent  to  the  faith¬ 
ful  fubje&s  of  his  majefty  !  Thou- 
fands  of  devoted  men,  whofe  fears 


atteft  their  valour,  a3  the  profound 
mifery  in  which  they  languidly 
proves  the  extent  of  their  facnfices, 
wandering  on  the  devafiated  foil  of 
their  properties,  to  efcape  the  odious 
tyranny,  which,  each  day,  will  come 
to  cliui'e  amongft  them  new  vi&ims; 
aecufing,  in  the  excefs  of  their 
defpair,  thofe  chiefs  who  have  led 
them  to  this  holy  war,  of  having 
drawn  their  feelings  affray,  and  be¬ 
trayed  their  confidence  *  the  king, 
it  is  no  longer  time  to  diffemble  it, 
the  king  himfelf,  fugitive,  and  per- 
fecuted  by  a  difquieted  ulurper, 
forced  to  accept  the  uncertain  and 
undurable  afylum  of  pity,  inftead  of 
the  firft  throne  in  Europe,  on  which 
our  efforts,  feconded  by  his  prefence, 
or  that  of  one  of  the  princes  of  his 
houfe,  would  doubtlefs  have  replaced 
him;  the  army  of  Conde,  that  nur- 
fery  of  heroes,  or  rather  that  glo¬ 
rious  collection  of  the  ruins  of  the 
French  chivalry,  reduced  to  breathe 
under  a  foreign  Iky,  and  to  l’erve  a 
new  matter ;  the  remains  of  your 
nobility,  and  of  the  virtuous  indivi¬ 
duals  who  have  followed  its  ex¬ 
ample,  old  men,  women,  and  child¬ 
ren,  difperfed  over  all  parts  of  the 
globe,  dragging  on  a  lauguffhing 
exiffence,  abandoned,  in  mifery,  and 
in  humiliation,  and  giving  to  the 
world  the  ffrange  fpeCtacle  of  the 
moft  fublime  fidelity  to  kings,  pu- 
nilhed  by  kings  themfelves. 

In  the  midff  of  thefe  almoft  ine¬ 
vitable  difafters  there  is  ftill  a  ray 
of  hope  to  be  dilcerned.  It  depends 
on  his  majefty  and  your  royal  high- 
nefs  to  turn  it  to  account.  His 
majefty  and  your  royal  highnefs 
alone  can,  by  one  word,  chain  mis¬ 
fortune  which  purfues  you,  and, 
without  any  other  aid  than  your 
own  courage,  become  matters  of 
events,  and  yanquith  fortune,  which 
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hitherto  lias  been  obftinately  bent 
to  oppofe  your  projects. 

The  difpofitions,  the  number,  and 
the  force,  of  the  royalift  armies  are 
flill  the  fame.  We  have  faid  to  the 
brave  warriors,  who  have  placed 
their  hope  in  us,  “  We  will  not 
deceive  your  confidence.  At  the 
moment  when  the  united  efforts  of 
all  the  republican  armies  roay  be 
turned  againft  us,  ours  would  be 
fruitlefs,  unlefs  feconded  by  extra¬ 
ordinary  means.  Either  we  will 
obtain  fuch  pecuniary  aid  as  the 
greatnefs  of  our  enterprize  requires, 
or  we  will  rejoin  you,  along  with  a 
prince  of  that  auguffc  houfe,  for 
which  you  have  performed  fo  many 
prodigies.  If  both  the  one  and  the 
other  fhould  be  refufed  to  our 
ardent  folicitations,  we  will  not 
make  a  finifler  ufe  of  your  devoted- 
nefs.  We  will  not  again  expofe 
you  to  all  thofe  evils  which  we 
braved  together,  while  we  had  fome 
profpe£t  of  fuccefs.  We  fhall  ftill 
be  ready  to  perifh  with  you ;  but 
your  blood,  and  that, of  your  fathers, 
your  wives  and  your  children,  fhall 
not  fall  on  our  heads.  We  have 
always  fpoken  the  truth  ;  we  owe  it 
to  you ;  we  will  fay  it  to  you. 

There  is,  therefore,  not  an  inftant 
to  lofe.  In  the  uncertain  and  too 
protracted  pofition  in  which  the 
royalift  armies  now  are,  without 
union,  and  without  defence,  fince  the 
feigned  laying  down  of  arms  which 
has  difperfed  them,  we  cannot,  even, 
feeing  the  a6tual  diftance  of  his 
majefty,  requefl  that  he  himfelf  will 
deign  to  yield  to  our  wifhes.  Every 
day  produces  new  misfortunes  in 
our  provinces.  Our  officers,  and 
those  of  our  par-tizans  who,  without 
having  borne  arms,  have  rendered 
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fignal  fervices  to  the  king,  are  con¬ 
tinually  expofed  to  be  carried  off 
from  their  foldiers,  and  their  fami¬ 
lies.  It  is  with  trembling  that  we 
open  the  difpatches  which  arrive  to 
us  from  France.  Every  courier 
brings  the  news  of  the  lofs  of  fome 
of  our  friends.  This  hate  of  things 
cannot  be  continued.  Every  mo¬ 
ment  that  it  lafts  occafions  us  io 
much  the  more  forrow,  becaufe  fo 
many  dangers,  alas  !  are,  perhaps, 
incurred  without  an  object,  and  be¬ 
caufe  we  do  not  fhare  them. 

It  is  then  to  your  royal  highnefs 
that  is  referved  the  glory  of  faving 
your  country  and  your  king.  It  is 
to  you  that  it  remains  to  fliew  the 
royalifls,  who  loudly  call  for  you, 
and  the  men  who  are  deceived  by 
the  fadlious,  that  France  alfo  has  its 
Alfred  and  its  Gustavus,  and  that 
the  blood  of  Henry  the  fourth  flows 
in  the  veins  of  his  auguft  defend¬ 
ants.  Let  your  royal  highnefs,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  Bourbon,  come  to  put  your- 
felf  at  our  head,  and,  in  the  few  days 
which  mull  pafs  before  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  project,  let  us  be  autho¬ 
rized  to  announce  it  to  the  principal 
chiefs,  in  whom  the  molt  perfect 
confidence  may  and  ought  to  be 
placed.  Then,  this  grand  determi¬ 
nation  will  totally  change  the  face 
of  affairs  ;  all  the  calumnies  will 
fall  to  the  ground  of  themfelves, 
to  give  place  to  fentiments  of  love, 
refpect  and  admiration;  a  general 
enthufiafm  will  fucceed  to  irrefo- 
lution,  difquietude,  and  fufpicions  ; 
the  royalifts,  with  emulous  zeal,  and 
the  republicans,  reclaimed  from 
their  errors,  will  haften  to  offer  the 
facrifice  of  their  fortunes  and  their 

lives  ;  the  afffftance  of  foreign  povv- 
*  Q  q  ers 
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ers  will  become  unneceftary ;  and 
the  policy  of  men  verfatile  as  events, 
will  change  into  eager  offers  of  fer- 
vice  and  alliance,  to  a  magnanimous 
prince  placed  at  the  head  of  an 
army  which  he  will  lead  to  vidlory  ; 
the  cold  condolences,  the  humiliat¬ 
ing  fuccours,  and  refpebb  forbids  us 
from  faying  alfo,  the  rebuffs,  which 
are  the  ufual  and  too  affiduous  at¬ 
tendants  of  misfortune  to  whatever 
rank  it  may  attach. 

We  will  not  fpeak  to  your  high- 
nefs  of  our  efforts,  and  of  the  bold- 
nefs  with  which  your  prefence  will 
infpire  us;  neither  will  we  fay  that, 
fome  time  after  your  arrival,  which 
ought  to  be  kept  fecret  till  the  ap¬ 
pointed  day,  more  than  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  men  will  form  a 
rampart  for  you  with  their  bodies  : 
This  would  be  to  foften  down  the 
danger !  But  we  will  tell  your  royal 
highnefs,  with  that  franknefs  which 
ought  to  give  you  pleafure,  that, 
fhould  a  glorious  death  await  you  in 
the  field  of  honour,  and  in  our  arms, 
we  fwear  to  revenge  you,  and  we 
will  not  fwear  in  vain.  The  French, 
at  the  feet  of  their  king,  will  be 
proud  to  fee,  in  the  prefumptive  heir 
of  the  crown,  the  fon  of  the  hero 
who  compelled  them  to  fubmiffion 
by  his  valour,  and  to  love  by  his 
virtues  and  his  clemency. 

We  wait,  with  an  impatience 
which  can  only  be  equalled  by  the 
critical  fituation  of  our  companions 
in  arms,  the  reply  of  your  royal 
highnefs.  Confidering  the  urgency 
of  Circumflances  that  reply  cannot 
but  be  precife.  It  will  decide  the 
fate  of  the  royalift  armies  :  all  con- 
fiderations  fpringing  from  the  fear 
of  compromifing,  by  a  bold  meafure, 
the  faithful  iubjeds  of  the  king,  of 


from  a  with  to  wait  for  his  orders 
before  coming  to  a  refolution;  all 
confiderations  belonging  to  other 
plans,  and  to  other  views,  which 
may  be  propofed  to  his  majefty, 
muff  vanifli  before  the  great  and 
prefhng  interefl  which  commands 
us.  The  royalifls  feel  but  one  fen- 
timent,  form  but  one  wilh  ;  it  is  to 
perifh  for  the  caufe  which  they  have 
embraced.  Your  royal  highnefs  has 
received  from  the  king  unlimited 
powers  with  refpedtto  our  provinces; 
and  further  orders  from  him  cannot 
arrive  in  lefs  than  a  month.  In  lefs 
than  a  month,  perhaps,  neceffity 
will  have  difperfed  all  the  elements 
which  form  his  party.  All  the  pro¬ 
jects,  all  the  plans,  which  have  been 
offered  to  the  king,  have,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  been  founded  hitherto  on 
deceptious  bafes.  It  is,  and  it  will 
be,  the  fame  with  all  thofe  which 
have  not  for  their  centre  a  prince  at 
the  head  of  that  armed  royalift 
party,  which,  during  five  years,  has 
maintained  itfelf  againft  the  repub¬ 
lican  forces,  while  the  latter  have 
fubjugated  Europe,  with  the  rapidity 
of  a  torrent. 

It  is  in  vain  to  keep  the  eyes  al¬ 
ways  fixed  on  that  period  of  the  revo¬ 
lutions  of  England  which  recalled 
one  of  its  kings,  while  they  are  kept 
obftinately  (hut  on  that  which  con- 
fecrated  the  triumph  of  the  dethrone¬ 
ment  of  another  of  its  monarchs.  If 
hope,  always  ingenious  to  flatter 
misfortune,  only  calls  back  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  Monk  and  Charles 
the  fecond,  why  does  not  forefight 
turn  its  view  to  that  of  James  the 
fecond  and  his  defcendants.  If  the 
Englifh  people,  if  that  warlike 
nation,  fpontaneoufly  fubmitted  to 
its  fovereign,  it  ought  not  to  be  for¬ 
gotten 
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gotten  that  even  the  defeats  of  Wor- 
cefter  fhowedto  it  a  warlike  prince; 
and  if,  by  a  painful  fimilarity  of  cir- 
cumftances,  the  walls  of  the  palace 
of  Edinburgh  again  repeat  the  faults 
of  the  courtiers  of  Charles  Edward, 
they  alfo  atteft  that  he  owed  the 
revival  of  the  love  of  the  Scottifh 
people  for  their  kings,  folely  to  the 
daring  and  noble  enterprize,  which 
threw  him,  with  fcarcely  a  handful 
of  followers,  on  the  ftiores  of  their 
country.  Show  yourfelf,  then,  Sir! 
Come  and  place  yourfelf  at  the  head 
of  men  who  are  eager  to  facrifice 
their  exigence  for  you  !  What  they 
have  done,  and  what  they  with  yet 
to  do,  impofes  on  them  the  duty  of 
fpeaking  to  your  royal  highnefs  with 
the  franknefs  of  foldiers,  who  well 
know  how  to  die  for  their  princes, 
but  who  will  never  know  how  to 
flatter  them. 

If  our  deareft  hope  ihould  be  de¬ 
ceived,  we  have  only  one  more  duty 
to  fulfil,  the  duty  of  fnatching  our 
friends  from  danger  and  an  ufelefs 
death  ;  and  it  is  with  forrow  we  are 
compelled  to  tell  your  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  that,  if  once  the  royalift  armies 
be  diforganized,  and  deprived  of 
their  chiefs,  it  will  thenceforth  be 
impoflible  to  recompofe  them.  Con¬ 
fidence  is  the  fruit  of  great  examples 
and  of  long  toils ;  it  is  not  a  place 
which  can  be  conferred  at  pleafure. 
Our  companions  in  arms,  when  they 
hear  the  confeflion,  which  fatal  ne- 
ceflity  will  extort  from  us,  will 
ceafe  to  nourilh  a  hope  which  we 
can  110  longer  fupply  with  food  ; 
they  will  then,  in  retreat,  feek  to 
enjoy  that  delicious  feeling  which  is 
experienced  by  men  of  pure  prin¬ 
ciples,  that  of  having  glorioufly  per¬ 
formed  their  duty.  We  lhali  par¬ 


take  with  them  in  this  feeling,  and 
fhall  ardently  pray  that  men  more 
fortunate,  but  not  more  devoted,  nor 
more  faithful,  may,  one  day,  with 
lefs  efforts,  obtain  greater  fuccefs. 

We  are,  with  the  profoundeftrefpedJ, 
Your  royal  highnefs ’s 
moft  humble,  obedient, 
and  devoted  fervants, 

Signed,  Count  Joseph  de  Puisaye 
Louis  de  Fiiotte,  Count  de 
Chatillon,  Count  de  Bour- 
mont,  Count  de  Sugannet, 
M.  D’Allesse,  for  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  Morbihan,  and  by  all 
the  leaders  of  divifions,  and 
diftridts,  of  the  army  of  Bri- 
tanny. 


Anfwer  of  the  Count  (V Artois,  to 
Mejfrs.  de  Frotte,  de  Chatillon ,  de 
Bourmonty  de  Sugannet?  and 
3  UAUesse. 

I  RECEIVED  yefterday,  Gentle¬ 
men,  vour  letter  of  the  5th  of  this 
month  ;  You  defire  a  prompt  and 
pofitive  anfwer.  Here  it  is. 

I  will  not  at  this  moment  autho¬ 
rize  an  infurre&ion  in  the  provinces 
of  the  weft ;  I  will  not  provoke  it 
by  my  prefence  ;  nor  will  I  render 
myfelf  refponfible  to  pofterity  for 
the  blood  which  I  fliould  caufe 
to  be  fruitlefsly  fhed.  The  proper 
epoch  for  thofe  provinces  again  to 
take  up  arms  is  not  when  they  are 
preffed  down  by  a  new  furcharge  of 
republican  troops. 

It  is  not  for  a  vain  glory  that  we 
ought  to  combat,  but  for  an  ufeful 
glory.  The  more  the  blood  of  the 
brave  and  faithful  royahfts  is  dear 
to  me,  the  more  does  my  honour 
prefcribe  to  me  to  be  careful  of  it, 

under 
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under  circumfiances  fo  evidently 
unfavourable. 

True  Frenchmen  will  never  de- 
fpair  of  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the 
monarchy,  and  the  king,  my  bro¬ 
ther,  will  find  them  always  ready  to 
devote  themfelves,  when  he  fhall 
give  the  order  for  it. 


/ 


Firmly  convinced  that  you  will 
not  ceafe  to  be  of  this  number,  I 
repeat  to  you,  Gentlemen, with  plea- 
fure,  the  afiurance  of  all  my  fen- 
timents  towards  you. 

Charles  Philip. 
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Character  of  Rubens.  By  Sir 
Jojhua  Reynolds :  From  his  Works , 
edited  by  E.  Malone ,  Esq. 

THE  works  of  men  of  genius 
alone,  where  great  faults  are 
united  with  great  beauties,  aflord 
proper  matter  for  eriticifm.  Genius 
is  always  eccentric,  bold,  and  daring, 
which  at  the  fame  time  that  it  com¬ 
mands  attention,  is  Ere  to  provoke 
eriticifm.  It  is  the  regular,  cold, 
and  timid  compofer,  who  efcapes 
cenfure,  and  deferves  no  praile. 

The  elevated  fituation  on  which 
Rubens  hands  in  the  efteem  of  the 
world,  is  alone  a  Efficient  reafon 
for  fome  examination  of  his  pre- 
tenfions. 

His  fame  is  extended  over  a  great 
part  of  the  Continent,  without  a 
rival ;  and  it  may  be  juflly  faid  that 
he  has  enriched  his  country,  not  in 
a  figurative  fenfe  only,  by  the  great 
examples  of  art  which  he  left,  but 
by  what  fome  would  think  a  more 
folid  advantage,  the  wealth  arifing 
from  the  concourfe  of  flrangers 
whom  his  works  continually  invite 
to  Antwerp,  which  would  otherwife 
have  little  to  reward  the  vifit  of  a 
connoiffeur. 

To  the  city  of  Duffeldorp  he 
has  been  an  equal  benefactor.  The 
gallery  of  that  city  is  confidered  as 
containing  one  of  the  greateil  collec- 
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tions  of  pibtures  in  the  world ;  but 
if  the  works  of  Rubens  were  taken 
from  it,  I  will  venture  to  albert,  that 
this  great  repofitory  would  be  re¬ 
duced  to  at  lealt  half  its  value. 

To  extend  his  glory  ftill  fur¬ 
ther,  he  gives  to  Paris  one  of  its 
moli  linking  features,  the  Luxem¬ 
bourg  Gallery;  and  if  to  thefe  we 
add  the  many  towns,  churches,  and 
private  cabinets,  where  a  fingle  pic¬ 
ture  of  Rubens  confers  eminence, 
we  cannot  hefitate  to  place  him  in 
the  firlt  rank  of  illullrious  painters. 

Though  I  ftill  entertain  the  fame 
general  opinion  . both  in  regard  to  his 
excellencies  and  his  defe&s,  yet 
having  now  feen  his  greateil  coin- 
pofitions,  where  he  has  more  means 
of  difplaying  thofe  parts  of  his  art 
in  which  he  particularly  excelled, 
my  eftimation  of  his  genius  is  of 
courfe  railed.  It  is  only  in  large 
compofitions  that  his  powers  feem 
to  have  room  to  expand  themfelves. 
They  really  inereafe  in  proportion 
to  the  fize  of  the  canvafs  on  which 
they  are  to  be  difplayed.  His  fupe- 
riority  is  not  feen  in  eafel -pictures, 
nor  even  in  detached  parts  of  his 
greater  works;  which  are  feldoiri 
eminently  beautiful.  It  does  not  lie 
in  an  attitude,  or  in  any  peculiar 
expreffion,  but  in  the  general  effect, 
in  the  genius  which  pervades  and 
illuminates  the  whole. 

B 


I  remember 
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I  remember  to  have  obferved  in 
a  pi  dure  of  Diatreci,  which  I  faw  in 
a  private  cabinet  at  Bruflels,  the 
contrary  effect.  In  that  performance 
there  appeared  to  be  a  total  abfence 
of  this  pervading  genius ;  though 
every  individual  tigure  was  correctly 
drawn,  and  to  the  action  of  each  as 
careful  an  attention  was  paid,  as  if 
it  were  a  let  academy  figure.  Here 
ieemed  to  be  nothing  left  to  chance  ; 
all  the  nymphs  (the  fubject  was  the 
Bath  of  Diana)  were  what  the  ladies 
call  in  attitudes;  yet,  without  being 
able  to  cenfure  it  for  incorrectnefs  or 
any  other  defed,  l  thought  it  one  of 
the  coldeft  and  molt  inffpid  pictures 
I  ever  beheld. 

The  works  of  Rubens  have  that 
peculiar  property  always  attendant 
on  genius,  to  attrad  attention,  and 
enforce  admiration,  in  fpite  of  all 
their  faults.  It  is  owing  to  this 
fafcinating  power  that  the  perform¬ 
ances  of  thole  painters  with  which 
he  is  funounded,  though  they  have 
perhaps  fewer  defects,  jet  appear 
ipiritlefs,  tame,  and  inlipid;  fuch  as 
the  altar-pieces  of  Grayer,  Schulz, 
Segers,  Ileyfens,  Tyfens,  Van  Bulen, 
and  the  reft.  They  are  done  by  men, 
'whole  hands,  and  indeed  all  their 
faculties, appear  to  have  been  cramp¬ 
ed  and  confined ;  and  it  is  evident 
that  every  thing  they  did  was  the 
efled  of  great  labour  and  pains.  The 
productions  of  Rubens,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  feem  to  flow  with  a  freedom 
and  prodigality,  as  if  they  coft  him 
nothing  ;  and  to  the  general  anima¬ 
tion  of  the  compofitipn  there  is  al¬ 
ways  a  correfpondent  fpirit  in  the 
execution  of  the  work.  The  linking 
brilliancy  of  his  colours,  and  their 
lively  oppolition  to  each  other,  the 
flowing  liberty  and  freedom  of  his 
outline,  the  animated  pencil  with 
which  every  object  is  touched,  all 


contribute  to  awaken  and  keep  alive 
the  attention  of  the  fpedator;  awak¬ 
en  in  him,  in  fome  meafure,  corref¬ 
pondent  fenfations,  and  make  him 
feel  a  degree  of  that  enthuliafm  with 
which  the  painter  was  carried  away. 
To  this  we  may  add  the  compleat 
uniformity  in  all  the  parts  of  the 
work,  fo  that  the  whole  feems  to  be 
conduded,  and  grow  outof one  mind  ; 
every  thing  is  of  a  piece,  and  fits  its 
place.  Even  his  tafte  of  drawing 
and  of  form,  appears  to  correfpond 
better  with  his  colouring  and  com- 
pofition,  than  if  he  had  adopted  any 
other  manner,  though  that  manner, 
ffmply  confidered,  might  be  better: 
it  is  here  as  in  perfonal  attra&ions ; 
there  is  frequently  found  a  certain 
agreement  and  correfpondence  in  the 
whole  together,  which  is  often 
more  captivating  than  mere  regular 
beauty. 

Rubens  appears  to  have  bad  that 
confidence  in  himfelf,  which  it  is 
neceffkry  for  every  artift  to  aflame, 
when  he  has  fmiihed  his  ftudies,  and 
may  venture  in  fome  meafure  to 
throw  alide  the  fetters  of  authority  ; 

•y 

to  confider  the  rules  as  fubject  to  his 
eontroul,  and  not  himfelf  fubject  to 
the  rules  ;  to  rifle  and  to  dare  extra¬ 
ordinary  attempts  without  a  guMe, 
abandoning  himfelf  to  his  own  fen- 
fations,  and  depending  upon  them. 
To  this  confidence  mult  be  imputed 
that  originality  of  manner  by  which 
he  may  be  truly  faid  to  have  ex¬ 
tended  the  limits  of  the  art.  After 
Rubens  had  made  up  his  manner, 
he  never  looked  out  of  himfelf  for 
affiftance:  there  is  confequently  very 
little  in  his  works,  that  appears  to 
be  taken  from  other  mailers.  If  he 
has  borrowed  any  thing,  he  has  had 
the  addrefs  to  change  and  adapt  it 
fo  well  to  the  reft  of  his  work,  that 
the  theft  is  not  difcoverable. 

Befide 


CHARA 

Befide  the  excellency  of  Rubens 
in  thele  general  powers,  he  poffeffed 
the  true  art  of  imitating.  He  law 
the  objeCts  of  nature  with  a  painter's 
eye ;  he  faw  at  once  the  predomi¬ 
nant  feature  by  which  every  object 
is  known  and  diltinguilhed  ;  and  as 
foon  as  feen,  it  was  executed  with  a 
facility  that  is  altonilhing :  and  let 
me  add,  this  facility  is  to  a  painter, 
when  he  clofely  examines  a  picture, 
a  fource  of  great  pleafure.  How  far 
this  excellence  may  be  perceived  or 
felt  by  thofe  who  are  not  painters, 

I  know  not :  to  them  certainly  it  is 
not  enough  that  objects  be  truly  re¬ 
prefen  ted  ;  they  mutt  like  wife  be  re¬ 
presented  with  grace ;  which  means 
here,  that  the  work  is  done  with 
facility,  and  without  effort.  Rubens 
was,  perhaps,  the  greateft  mailer  in 
the  mechanical  part  of  the  art,  the 
belt  workman  with  his  tools,  that 
ever  exercifed  a  pencil. 

This  part  of  the  art,  though  it 
does  not  hold  a  rank  with  the 
powers  of  invention,  of  giving  cha¬ 
racter  and  expreffion,  has  yet  in  it 
what  may  be  called  genius.  It  is 
certainly  feme  thing  that  cannot  be 
taught  by  words,  though  it  may  be 
learned  by  a  frequent  examination 
of  thofe  pictures  which  polfefs  this 
excellence.  It  is  felt  by  very  few 
painters;  and  it  is  as  rare  at  this 
time  among  the  living  painters  as 
any  of  the  higher  excellencies  of 
the  art. 

This  power,  which  Rubens  pof- 
felfed  in  the  higlielt  degree,  enabled 
him  to  reprefent  whatever  he  under¬ 
took  better  than  any  other  painter. 
His  animals,  particularly  lions  and 
horfes,  are  fo  admirable,  that  it  may 
be  faid  they  were  never  properly  re* 
prefented  but  by  him.  His  portraits 
rank  with  the  bell  works  of  the 
painters  who  haxe  made  that  branch 
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of  the  art  the  foie  bufinefs  of  their 
lives ;  and  of  thofe  he  has  left  a 
great  variety  of  fpecimens.  The 
lame  may  be  faid  of  his  landfcapes  ; 
and  though  Claude  Lorrain  finilbed 
more  minutely,  as  becomes  a  pro- 
felfor  in  any  particular  branch,  yet 
there  is  fuch  an  airinefs  and  facility 
in  the  landfcapes  of  Rubens,  that  a 
painter  would  as  foon  wilh  to  be  the 
author  of  them,  as  thole  of  Claude, 
or  any  other  artift  whatever. 

The  pictures  of  Rubens  have  this 
effeCt  on  the  lpeClator,  that  he  feels 
himfelf  in  no  wife  difpofed  to  pick 
out  and  dwell  on  his  defeCts.  The 
criticifms  which  are  made  on  him 
are  indeed  often  unreafonahle.  His 
ltyle  ought  no  more  to  be  blamed 
for  not  having  the  fublimity  of 
Michael  Angelo,  than  Ovid  Ihould 
be  cenfured  becaufe  he  is  not  like 
Virgil. 

However,  it  muft  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  he  wanted  many  excel¬ 
lencies,  which  would  have  perfectly 
united  with  his  ltyle.  Among  thole 
we  may  reckon  beauty  in  his  female 
characters  :  fometimes  indeed  they 
make  approaches  to  it ;  they  are 
healthy  and  comely  women,  but  Tel— 
dom,  if  ever,  poflefs  any  degree  of 
elegance ;  the  fame  may  be  faid  of 
his  young  men  and  children :  his 
old  men  have  that  fort  of  dignity 
which  a  bulhy  beard  will  confer ; 
but  he  never  poffeffed  a  poetical  con¬ 
ception  of  character.  In  his  repre- 
fentations  of  the  higheft  characters 
in  the  cbriltian  or  the  fabulous 
world,  inltead  of  fomething  above 
humanity,  which  might  fill  the  idea 
which  is  conceived  of  fuch  beings, 
the  fpeCtator  finds  little  more  than 
mere  mortals,  luch  as  he  meets  with 
every  day. 

The  incorreCtnefs  of  Rubens  in 
regard  to  his  outline  oftener  pro- 
13  2  ceeds 
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ekeds  from  hafte  and  careleffnefs, 
than  from  inability:  there  are  in 
his  works,  to  which  he  fee  ms  to 
have  paid  more  particular  atten¬ 
tion,  naked  figures  as  eminent  for 
their  drawing  as  for  their  colour¬ 
ing.  He  appears  to  have  entertain¬ 
ed  a  great  abhorrence  of  the  meagre 
dry  manner  of  his  predeceffors,  the 
old  German  and  Flemifh  painters  ; 
to  avoid  which,  he  kept  his  outline 
large  and  flowing  :  this,  carried  to 
an  extreme,  produced  that  heavinefs 
which  is  fo  frequently  found  in  his 
figures.  Another  defed  of  this  great 
painter  is  his  inattention  to  the 
foldings  of  his  drapery,  efpecially 
that  of  his  women :  it  is  fcarcely 
ever  call  wTith  any  choice  or  fkill. 

Carlo  Maratti  and  Rubens  are  in 
this  refped  in  oppofite  extremes  ; 
one  difcovers  too  much  art  ill  the 
difpoiition  of  drapery,  and  the  other 
too  little.  Rubens’s  drapery,  be- 
fides,  is  not  properly  hiftorical ;  the 
quality  of  the  fluff  of  which  it  is 
compofed,  is  too  accurately  diitin- 
guifhed  ;  refembling  the  manner  of 
Paul  Veronefe.  This  drapery  is  lefs 
offenfive  in  llubens  than  it  would  be 
in  many  other  painters,  as  it  partly 
contributes  to  that  richnefs  which 
is  the  peculiar  char  after  ofhisftyle, 
which  we  do  not  pretend  to  fet  forth 
as  of  the  molt  fimple  and  fublime 
kind. 

The  difference  of  the  manner  of 
Rubens,  from  that  of  any  other 
painter  before  him,  is  in  nothing 
more  diftinguifhable,  than  in  his 
Colouring,  which  is  totally  differ¬ 
ent  from  that  of  Titian,  Correggio, 
or  any  of  the  great  colourifts.  The 
effect  of  his  piftures  may  be  not  im¬ 
properly  compared  to  clutters  of 
flowers ;  all  his  colours  appear  as 
clear  and' as  beautiful :  at  the  fame 
time  he  has  avoided  that  tawdry 


effed  which  one  would  exp  eft  fu'cb 
gay  colours  to  produce  ;  in  this  re- 
iped  refembling  Baroeci  more  than 
any  other  painter.  What  was  said 
of  an  ancient  painter,  may  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  thofe  two  artifts,  —  that 
their  figures  look  as  if  they  fed 
upon  roles. 

It  would  be  a  curious  and  a  pro* 
fi table  ftudy  for  a  painter  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  difference  and  the  eaufe  of 
that  difference  of  effed  in  the  works 
of  Correggio  and  Rubens,  both  ex¬ 
cellent  in  different  ways.  The  pre¬ 
ference  probably  would  be  given  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  different  habits  of 
the  connoiffeur  :  thofe  who  had  re¬ 
ceived  their  firft  impreffions  from 
the  works  of  Rubens  would  cenfure 
Correggio  as  heavy  ;  and  the  admi¬ 
rers  of  Correggio  would  fay  Rubens 
wanted  folidity  of  effed.  There  is 
lightnefs,  airinefs,  and  facility  in 
Rubens,  his  advocates  will  urge,  and 
Comparatively  a  laborious  heavinefs 
in  Correggio  ;  whofe  admirers  will 
complain  of  Rubens’s  manner  being 
carelefs  and  unfinifhed,  wbilft  the 
works  of  Correggio  are  wrought  to 
the  higheft  degree  of  delicacy :  and 
what  may  be  advanced  in  favour  of 
Correggio’s  breadth  of  light  will  by 
his  cenfurers  be  called  affeded  and 
pedantic.  '  It  muft  be  obferved  that 
we  are  fpeaking  folely  of  the  man¬ 
ner,  the  effed  of  the  pidure ;  and 
we  may  conclude,  according  to  the 
cuffom  in  paftoral  poetry,  by  be¬ 
llowing  on  each  of  thefe  illuftrious 
painters  a  garland,  without  attribut¬ 
ing  fuperiority  to  either. 

To  conclude :  I  will  venture  fo 
repeat  in  favour  of  Rubens,  what  I 
have  before  faid  in  regard  to  the 
Dutch  fchool,  —  that  thofe  who 
cannot  fee  the  extraordinary  merit 
of  this  great  painter,  either  have  a. 
narrow  conception  of  the  variety  of! 

art- 
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art,  or  are  led  away  by  the  affecta¬ 
tion  of  approving  nothing  but  what 
comes  from  the  Italian  fchool. 


Life  of  the  Bi/hop  of  Carli/le. 

From  Hutchinfons  Hiftory  of 
Cumberland. 

Edmund  Law,  d.d,  fuceeeded  to 
the  fee  in  1768, — He  was  horn  in 
the  parifh  of  Cartmel  in  Lanca¬ 
shire,  in  the  year  1703.  His  father, 
who  was  a  clergyman,  held  a  lmall 
chapel  in  that  neighbourhood;  but 
the  family  had  been  fituated  at  Afk- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Weftmorland. 
He  was  educated  for  fome  time  at 
Cartmel  fchool,  afterwards  at  the 
free  grammar  -  fchool  at  Kendal ; 
from  which  he  went,  very  well  in¬ 
truded  in  the  learning  of  grammar 
fchools,  to  St.  John’s  College,  in 
Cambridge. 

Soon  after  taking  his  firft  degree, 
he  was  eleded  fellow  of  Chrift’s 
College  in  that  univerfity.  During 
his  refidence  in  which  college,  he 
became  known  to  the  public  by  a 
tranftation  of  archbifhop  King’s 
EfTay  upon  the  Origin  of  Evil,  with 
copious  notes  ;  in  which  many  me- 
taphyfical  fubjeds,  curious  and  in- 
terefting  in  their  own  nature,  are 
treated  of  with  great  ingenuity, 
learning,  and  novelty.  To  this  work 
was  prefixed,  under  the  name  of 
a  Preliminary  Differtation,  a  very 
valuable  piece,  written  by  the  rev. 
Mr.  Gay,  of  Sidney  college.  Our 
bifliop  always  fpoke  of  this  gentle¬ 
man  in  terms  of  the  greateft  refped. 
In  the  Bible,  and  in  the  writings  of 
Mr.  Locke,  no  man,  he  ufed  to  fay, 
was  fo  well  verfed. 

He  alfo,  whilft  at  Chrift  College, 
undertook  and  went  through  a  very 
laborious  part,  in  preparing  for  the 


prefs,  an  edition  of  Stephen’s  The- 
faurus.  His  acquaintance,  during 
his  firft  refidence  in  the  univerfity, 
was  principally  with  Dr.  Water- 
land,  the  learned  m after  of  Mag¬ 
dalen  college;  Dr.  Jortin,  a  name 
known  to  every  fcholar;  and  Dr, 
Taylor,  the  editor  of  Demofthenes. 

In  the  year  3737,  he  was  pre¬ 
fen  ted  by  the  univerlitv  to  the  ii v~ 
ing  of  Grayftock,  in  the  county  of 

Cumberland,  a  redory  of  about 
*  •/ 

300 1.  a-year.  The  advowfon  of 
this  benefice  belonged  to  the  family 
of  Howards  of  Grayftock,  but  de¬ 
volved  to  the  univerfity  for  this 
turn,  by  virtue  of  an  ad  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  transfers  to  thefe  two 
bodies  the  nomination  to  fuch  be¬ 
nefices  as  appertain,  at  the  time  of 
the  vacancy,  to  the  patronage  of  a 
Roman  Catholic.  The  right,  how-, 
ever,  of  the  univerfity  was  conteft- 
ed  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  law- 
fuit  of  two  years  continuance,  that 
Mr.  Law  was  fettled  in  his  living, 

o 

Soon  after  this,  he  married  Mary, 
the  daughter  of  John  Chriftian,  efq, 
of  Unerigg,  in  the  county  of  Cum¬ 
berland  ;  a  lady,  whofe  charader  is 
remembered  with  tendernefs  and 
efteem  by  all  who  knew  her. 

In  1743,  he  was  promoted  by  fir 
George  Fleming,  bilhop  of  Carlifle, 
to  the  archdeaconry  of  that  diocefe; 
and  in  1746*  went  from  Grayftock 
to  refide  at  Salkeld,  a  pleafant  vil¬ 
lage  upon  the  banks  of  the ,  river 
Eden,  the  redory  of  which  is  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  archdeaconry,  Mr. 
Law  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  lofe. 
and  forget  themfelves  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  During  his  refidence  at  Sal¬ 
keld,  he  publilhed  Confidqrations  on 
the  Theory  of  Religion;  to  which 
were  fubjoined,  Itefle&ions  on  the 
Life  and  Charader  of  Chrift;  and 
an  appendix  concerning  the  ufe  of 
B  3  tfte 
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the  words  Soul  and  Spirit  in  the 
holy  Scripture,  and  the  llate  of  the 
dead  there  defcribed. 

Dr,  Keene  held  at  this  time,  with 
the  bifhoprickof  Chefter,the  mafter- 
fhip  of  Peterhoufe  in  Cambridge. 
Defiring  to  leave  the  univerfity,  he 
procured  Dr.  Law  to  be  elected  to 
i'ucceed  him  in  that  ftation.  This 
took  place  in  the  year  1756  ;  in 
which  year  Dr.  Law  refigned  his 
archdeaconry  in  favour  of  Mr.  Eyre, 
a  brother-in-law  of  Dr.  Keene.  Two 
years  before  this,  he  had  proceeded 
to  his  degree  of  dodor  in  divinity  ; 
in  his  public  exercife  for  which,  he 
defended  the  dodrine  of  what  is 
ufually  called  the  “  deep  of  the 
foul/’ 

About  the  year  1760,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  head  librarian  of  the  uni¬ 
verfity;  a  fituation  which,  as  it  pro¬ 
cured  an  eafy  and  quick  accefs  to 
books,  was  peculiarly  agreeable  to 
liig  tafte  and  habits*  Some  time 
after  this,  he  was  alfo  appointed 
eafuiftical  profeffor.  In  the  year 
1762,  he  fuffered  an  irreparable  lofs 
by  the  death  of  his  wife ;  a  lofs  in 
itfelf  every  way  afflicting,  and  ren¬ 
dered  more  fo  by  the  fituation  of 
his  family,  which  then  confided  of 
eleven  children,  many  of  them  very 
young.  Some  years  afterwards,  he 
received  feveral  preferments,  which 
were  rather  honourable  expreffions 
of  regard  from  his  friends,  than  of 
much  advantage  to  his  fortune. 

By  Dr.  Cornwallis,  then  bifhop 
of  Litchfield,  afterwards  archbifiiop 
of  Canterbury,  who  had  been  his 
pupil  at  Chrift  College,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Staf- 
forclfiiire,  and  to  a  prebend  in  the 
church  of  Litchfield.  By  his  old 
acquaintance,  Dr.  Green,  bifhop  of 
Lincoln,  he  was  made  a  prebendary 
of  that  church,  But  in  the  year 
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1767,  by  the  intervention  of  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  to  whofe  inter- 
eft,  in  the  memorable  conteft  for 
the  high  llewardfhip  of  the  univer¬ 
fity,  he  had  adhered  in  oppofition 
to  fome  temptations,  he  obtained  a 
ftall  in  the  church  of  Durham-  The 
year  after  this,  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
who  had  a  fhort  time  before  been 
elected  chancellor  of  the  univerfity, 
recommended  the  mailer  of  Peter¬ 
houfe  to  his  majefty  for  the  bifiiop- 
rick  of  Carlifle.  This  recommen¬ 
dation  was  made,  not  only  with¬ 
out  folicitation  on  his  part  or  that 
of  his  friends,  but  without  his  know¬ 
ledge,  until  the  duke’s  intention  in 
his  favour  was  fignifted  to  him  by 
the  archbifiiop. 

In  or  about  the  year  1777,  our 
bifhop  gave  to  the  public  a  handfome 
edition,  in  three  volumes  quarto,  of 
the  works  of  Mr.  Locke,  with  a  Life 
of  the  Author,  and  a  preface.  Mr. 
Locke’s  writings  and  character  he 
held  in  the  higheft  elfeem,  and  feems 
to  have  drawn  from  them  many  of 
his  own  principles :  he  was  a  difci- 
ple  of  that  fchool.  About  the  fame 
time  he  publifiied  a  trad:,  which 
engaged  lbme  attention  in  the  con- 
troverfy  concerning  fubfcription  • 
and  he  publifiied  new  editions  of  his 
two  principal  works,  with  confidera* 
Lie  additions,  and  fome  alterations. 
Befides  the  works  already  mention¬ 
ed,  lie  publifiied,  in  1734,  or  1735, 
a  very  ingenious  Inquiry  into  the 
Ideas  of  Space ,  Time,  &c.  in  which 
he  combats  tlie  opinions  of  Dr. 
Clarke  and  his  adherents  on  thefe 
fubjeds. 

Dr.  Law  held  the  fee  of  Carlifle 
almoft  nineteen  years;  during  which 
time  he  twice,  only,  omitted  fpend- 
ing  the  fummer  months  in  his  dio- 
cefe  at  the  bifhop’s  refidence  at  Rofe 
Cable ;  a  fituation  with  which  he 
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was  much  pleafed,  not  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  natural  beauty  of  the 
place,  but  bee  aide  it  reftored  him  to 
the  country,  in  which  he  had  fpent 
the  heft  part  of  his  life.  In  the 
year  1787,  he  paid  this  vifit  in  a 
itate  of  great  weaknefs  and  exhaus¬ 
tion  ;  and  died  at  Rofe  Cable  about 
a  month  after  his  arrival  there,  on 
the  14th  day  of  A u gull,  and  in  the 
84th  year  of  his  age. 

The  life  of  Dr.  Law  was  a  life  of 
inceffant  reading  and  thought,  al- 
rnofl  entirely  directed  to  metaphy Il¬ 
eal  and  religious  inquiries  ;  but  the 
tenet  by  which  his  name  and  writ¬ 
ings  are  principally  diflinguifhed,  is 
“  that  Jefus  Chrift,  at  his  fecund 
coming,  will,  by  an  ad  of  his  power, 
reltore  to  life  and  confcioufnefs  the 
dead  of  the  human  fpecies,  who,  by 
their  own  nature,  and  without  this 
interpofition,  Would  remain  in  the 
ftate  of  infenfibility,  to  which  the 
death  brought  upon  mankind  by  the 
hn  of  Adam  had  reduced  them.” 
He  interpreted  literally  that  faying 
of  St.  Paul,  1  Cor.  xv.  21.  “As  by 
man  came  death,  by  man  came 
alfo  the  refurredion  of  the  dead.” 
This  opinion  had  no  other  effed 
upon  his  own  mind  than  to  increafe 
his  reverence  for  Cliriftianity,  and 
for  its  divine  founder,  lie  retained 
it,  as  he  did  his  other  fpeculative 
opinions,  without  laying,  as  many 
are  wont  to  do,  an  extravagant 
ltrefs  upon  their  importance,  and 
without  pretending  to  more  cer¬ 
tainty  than  the  fubjed  allowed  of. 
No  man  formed  bis  own  conclu- 
fions  with  more  freedom,  or  treated 
thofe  of  others  with  greater  candour 
and  equity.  lie  never  quarrelled 
with  any  perfon  for  differing  from 
him,  or  confidered  that  difference  as 
a  fufficient  reafon  for  queftioning 
any  man’s  fjneerity,  or  judging 


meanly  of  his  underftanding.  He. 
was  zealoufly  attached  to  religious 
liberty,  becaufe  he  thought  that  it 
leads  to  truth  ;  yet  from  bis  heart 
he  loved  peace.  But  he  did  not 
perceive  any  repugnancy  in  thefe 
two  things.  There  was  nothing  in 
his  elevation  to  his  bifhoprick 
which  he  lpoke  of  with  more  plea- 
lure,  than  its  being  a  proof  that 
decent  freedom  of  inquiry  was  not 
d  ife  outage  d. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  foftnefs 
of  manners,  and  of  the  mildefl  and 
moft  tranquil  difpofition.  His  voice 
was  never  railed  above  its  ordi¬ 
nary  pitch.  His  countenance  teem¬ 
ed  never  to  have  been  ruffled ;  it 
preserved  the  fame  kind  and  conl- 
poied  aspect,  truly  indicating  the 
calmness  and  benignity  of  his  tem¬ 
per.  lie  had  an  utter  di Hike  of 
large  and  mixed  companies.  Next 
to  his  books  bis  chief  fatisfadion 
was  in  the  lerioiis  converfation  of  a 
literary  companion,  or  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  a  few  friends.  __  In  this  fort 
of  fociety  he  would  open  his  mind 
with  great  unrefervedueis,  and  with 
a  peculiar  turn  and  fprightlinefs  of 
expreffion.  His  perfon  was  low,  but 
wrell  formed ;  his  complexion  fair 
and  delicate.  Except  occafional  in¬ 
terruptions  by  the  gout,  he  had  for 
the  greateft  part  of  his  life  enjoyed 
good  health;  and  when  not  confined 
by  that  diftemper,  was  full  of  motion 
and  activity.  About  nine  ’rears  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  he  was  greatly  en¬ 
feebled  by  a  fevere  attack  of  the 
gout  in  his  ftomach ;  and  a  fhort 
time  after  that,  loft  the  ufe  of  one 
of  his  legs.  Notwithfianding  his 
fondnefs  for  exercife,  he  refigned 
himfelf  to  this  change,  not  only 

•  •  D  '  v' 

without  complaint,  but  without  any 
fenfble  diminution  of  his  cbeerful- 
nefs  and  good  humour.  His  fault 
B  4  "  (for 
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(for  we  are  not  writing  a  pane¬ 
gyric)  was  the  general  fault  of  re¬ 
tired  and  ftudious  characters,  too 
great  a  degree  of  inaction  and  faci¬ 
lity  in  his  public  Ration.  The  mo- 
defty,  or  rather  bafhfulnefs  of  his 
nature,  together  with  an  extreme 
unwillingnefs  to  give  pain,  rendered 
him  fome times  lefs  firm  and  effi¬ 
cient  in  the  adminiftration  of  au¬ 
thority  than  was  requifite.  But  it 
is  the  condition  of  human  morta¬ 
lity.  There  is  an  oppofition  be¬ 
tween  fome  virtues,  which  feldom 
permits  them  to  fubfifl  together  in 
perfection 

The  biftiop  was  interred  with  due 
folemnity  in  his  cathedral  church, 
in  which  a  handfome  monument  is 
ereCied  to  his  memory,  bearing  the 
following  infcription : — 

Columnse  hujus  fepultus  eft  ad  pedem 
Edmundus  Law,  S.  T.  P. 

per  xix  fere  annos  hujufce  eccleftee 
Epifcopus. 

In  evangelica  veritate  exquirenda, 
et  vindicanda, 

ad  extremum  ufque  fene£tutem 
operam  navavit  indefelTam. 

Quo  autem  ftudio  et  affedtu  veritatem, 
eodem  et  libertatera  Chriftianam  coluit ; 

Iteligionem  fimplieem  et  incorruptam, 
nifi  falva  libertate, 
ftare  non  pofte  arbitrates. 

Qbiit  Aug.  xiv.  MDCCLXXXVII. 
iEtat.  lxxxiv. 


Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  the  late 
Egbert  Burns  ;  by  Robert 
Heron. 

From  the  Monthly  Magazine. 

Robert  Burns  was  a  native  of 
Ayrffiire,  one  of  the  weftern  coun¬ 
ties  of  Scotland,  lie  was  the  fon 
of  humble  parents  ;  and  his  father 
paffied  through  life  in  the  condition 


of  a  hired  labourer,  or  of  a  fmali 
farmer.  Even  in  this  fituation, 
however,  it  was  not  hard  for  him 
to  fend  his  children  to  the  parifh- 
fchool,  to  receive  the  ordinary  in- 
llruClion  in  reading,  writing,  arith¬ 
metic,  and  the  principles  of  reli¬ 
gion.  By  this  eourfe  of  education, 
young  Robert  profited  to  a  degree 
that  might  have  encouraged  his 
friends  to  deftine  him  to  one  of 
the  liberal  profeffions,  had  not  his 
father’s  poverty  made  it  neceffiary 
to  remove  him  from  fchool,  as  foon 
as  he  had  grown  up,  to  earn  for 
himfelf  the  means  of  fupport,  as  a 
hired  plough-boy,  or  fhepherd. 

The  eftabliffiment  of  pariffi  fchools, 
but  for  which,  perhaps,  the  infant 
energies  of  this  young  genius  might 
never  have  received  that  firft  im- 
pulfe,  by  which  alone  they  were  to 
be  excited  into  aCtion,  is  one  of  the 
moft  beneficial  that  have  been  ever 
inftituted  in  any  country;  and  one 
which,  I  believe,  is  no  where  lo 
firmly  fixed,  or  extended  fo  com¬ 
pletely  throughout  a  whole  king¬ 
dom,  as  in  Scotland.  Here,  every 
parifh  has  a  fchool-mafler,  almoft 
as  invariably  as  it  has  a  clergyman. 
For  a  fum  rarely  exceeding  twenty 
pounds,  in  falary  and  fees,  this  per- 
1’on  inflruCls  the  children  of  the 
pariffi  in  reading,  writing,  arithme¬ 
tic,  book-keeping,  Latin,  and  Greek. 
The  fchoolmafters  are  generally  flu- 
dents  in  philofophy  or  theology ; 
and  hence,  the  eftabliffiment  of  the 
parifh -fchools,  beftde  its  direct:  utili¬ 
ties,  poffeffes  alfo  the  accidental  ad¬ 
vantage  of  furnifhing  an  excellent 
fchool  of  future  candidates  for  the 
office  of  parochial  clergymen.  So 
fmali  are  the  fees  for  teaching,  that 


*  We  owe  our  grateful  acknowledgements  to  the  Rev.  William  Paley,  our  late 
chancellor,  for  the  above  account  of  bifhop  Lavf  ;  a  copy  of  which  he  alfo  tranfmitted 
ts  the  Encyclopaedia  Britaniuca. 
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no  parents,  however  poor,  can  want 
the  means  to  give  their  children,  at 
leaft  fuch  education  at  fchool,  as 
young  Burns  received.  From  the 
fpring  labours  of  a  plough-boy,  from 
the  fummer  employment  of  a  Ihep- 
herd,  the  peafant-youth  often  re¬ 
turns,  for  a  few  months,  eagerly  to 
purfue  his  education  at  the  pariffi- 
schooi. 

It  was  so  with  Burns ;  he  return¬ 
ed  from  labour  to  learning,  and  from 
learning  went  again  to  labour,  till 
his  mind  began  to  open  to  the 
charms  of  tafte  and  knowledge ;  till 
he  began  to  feel  a  paffion  for  books, 
and  for  the  fubje&s  of  books,  which 
was  to  give  a  colour  to  the  whole 
thread  of  his  future  life.  On  nature, 
he  foon  began  to  gaze  with  new  dif- 
cernment,"  and  with  new  enthufi- 
afm  :  his  mind’s  eye  opened  to  per¬ 
ceive  affecting  beauty  and  fublimity, 
where,  by  the  mere  grofs  peafant, 
there  was  nought  to  be  feen,  but 
water,  earth,  and  Iky,  but  animals, 
plants,  and  foil ;  even  as  the  eyes  of 
the  fervant  of  Elilha  were  fuddenly 
enlightened  to  behold  his  matter  and 
himfelf  guarded  from  the  Syrian 
bands,  by  horfes  and  chariots  of  fire, 
to  all  but  themfelves  invifible. 

What  might,  perhaps,  firft  contri¬ 
bute  to  difpofe  hia  mind  to  poetical 
efforts,  is  one  particular  in  the  de¬ 
votional  piety  of  the  Scottilh  pea- 
fan  try  ;  it  is  ftill  common  for  them 
to, make  their  children  get  by  heart 
the  pfalms  of  David,  in  that  verlion 
of  homely  rhymes,  which  is  ufed  in 
their  churches.  In  the  morning, 
and  in  the  evening  of  every  day ; 
or,' at  leaft  on  the  evening  of  every 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  thefe  pfalms 
are  fung  in  folemn  family-devotion, 
a  chapter  of  the  bible  is  read,  and 
extemporary  prayer  is  fervently  ut¬ 
tered,  The  whole  books  of  the 


facred  fcriptures  are  thus  continu¬ 
ally  in  the  hands  of  almoft  every 
peafant.  And  it  is  impoffible  that 
there  lhould  not  be.  occafionally 
fome  fouls  among  them,  awakened 
to  the  divine  emotions  of  genius,  by 
that  rich  aflemblage  which  thole 
books  prefent,  of  almoft  all  that  is 
interefting  in  incidents,  or  pidlu- 
refque  in  imagery,  or  affe&ingly 
fublime  or  tender  in  fentiments  and 
character.  It  is  impoffible  that  thofe 
rude  rhymes,  and  the  ftmple  artlefs 
mufic  with  which  they  are  accom¬ 
panied,  lhould  not  occafionally  ex¬ 
cite  fome  ear  to  a  fond  perception 
of  the  melody  of  verfe.  That  Burns 
had  felt  thefe  impulfes,  will  appear 
undeniably  certain  to  whoever  Ihall 
carefully  perufe  his  Cotter’s  Satur¬ 
day  Night;  or  Ihall  remark,  with 
nice  obfervation,  the  various  frag¬ 
ments  of  fcripture  fentiment,  of 
fcripture  imagery,  of  fcripture  lan¬ 
guage,  which  are  fcattered  through¬ 
out  his  works. 

Still  more  interefting  to  the  young 
peafantry,  are  thofe  ancient  ballads 
of  love  and  war,  of  which  a  great 
number  are  yet  popularly  known 
and  fung  in  Scotland.  While  the 
prevalence  of  the  Gaelic  language 
in  the  northern  parts  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  excluded  from  thofe  regions 
the  old  Anglo-Saxon  fongs  tmd  min- 
ftrels ;  thele  fongs  and  minftrels 
were,  in  the  mean  time,  driven  by 
the  Norrnan  conquefts  and  eftablilh- 
ments,  out  of  the  fouthern  counties 
of  England ;  and  were  forced  to 
wander,  in  exile,  beyond  its  north¬ 
ern  confine,  into  the  fouthern  dif- 
trfifts  of  the  Scottilh  kingdom. 
Hence,  in  the  old  Engliffi  fongs,  is 
every  famous  minftrel  ftill  related 
to  have  been  of  the  north  country, 
while,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  old 
Scottilh  fongs.  it  is  always  the  fouth 
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country,  to  which  e‘very  favourite 
minftrel  is  said  to  belong.  It  is  the 
fame  diftrid  to  which  both  allude ; 
a  diftrid  comprehending  precifely 
the  fauthern  counties  of  Scotland, 
with  the  inoft  northern  counties  of 
England.  In  the  fouth  of  Scotland, 
alrnoft  all  the  bell  of  thofe  ballads 
are  often  fung  by  the  ruftic  maid  or 
matron  at  her  fp inning- wheel.  They 
are  liftened  to  with  ravilhed  ears,  by 
old  and  young.  Their  rude  melody ; 
that  mingled  curiofity  and  awe, 
which  are  naturally  excited  by  the 
very  idea  of  their  antiquity;  the 
exquilitely  tender  and  natural  com¬ 
plaints  fometimes  poured  forth  in 
them  ;  the  gallant  deeds  of  knightly 
heroifm,  which  they  fometimes  ce¬ 
lebrate  ;  their  wild  tales  of  demons, 
gholls,  and  fairies,  in  whofe  exig¬ 
ence  fuperftition  alone  has  believed  ; 
the  tnanners  which  they  reprefent; 
the  obfolete,  yet  pidurefque  and  ex- 
prefiive  language  in  which  they  are 
often  clothed;  give  them  wonder¬ 
ful  power  to  tranfport  every  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  to  agitate  every  heart. 
To  the  foul  of  Burns,  they  were  like 
a  happy  breeze  touching  the  wires 
of  an  iEolian  harp,  and  calling  forth 
the  moft  ravilhing  melody. 

Betide  all  this,  the  Gentle  Shep¬ 
herd,  and  the  other  poems  of  Allan 
Ramfay,  have  long  been  highly  po¬ 
pular  in  Scotland.  They  fell  early 
into  the  hands  of  Burns ;  and  while 
the  fond  applaufe  which  they  re¬ 
ceived,  drew  his  emulation,  they 
prefented  to  him  likewife  treafures 
of  phrafeology,  and  models  of  verb- 
hcation.  Ruddiman’s  Weekly  Maga^ 
zine  was  during  this  time  publithed; 
was  fupported  chiefly  by  the  origi¬ 
nal  communications  of  correfpon- 
dents,  and  found  a  very  extentive 
fale.  In  it,  Burns  read,  particu¬ 
larly,  the  postry  of  Robert  Fergu- 


fon,  written  chiefly  in  the  Scottish 
dialect,  and  exhibiting  many  fpeci- 
mensrof  uncommon  poetical  excel¬ 
lence.  The  Seafons  of  Thomfon 
too*  the  Grave  of  Blair,  the  far- 
famed  Elegy  of  Gray,  the  Paradile 
Loft  of  Milton,  perhaps  the  Mmftrel 
of  Beattie,  were  fo  commonly  read, 
even  among  thole  with  whom  Burns 
would  naturally  afiociate,  that  poe¬ 
tical  curiofity,  although  even  lefs 
ardent  than  his,  could,  in  Inch  cir- 
cumftances,  have  little  difficulty  in 
procuring  them. 

With  fuch  means  to  give  his  ima¬ 
gination  a  poetical  bias,  and  to 
favour  the  culture  of  his  tafte  and 
genius,  Burns  gradually  became  a 
poet.  He  was  not,  however,  one 
of  thofe  forward  children,  who,  from 
a  miftaken  impulfe,  begin  prema¬ 
turely  to  write  and  to  rhyme,  and 
hence,  never  attain  to  excellence. 
Converfing  familiarly  for  a  long 
while,  with  the  works  of  thofe  poets 
who  were  known  to  him  :  contem¬ 
plating  the  afped  of  nature,  in  a 
diflri^t  which  exhibits  an  uncom¬ 
mon  afiemblage  of  the  beautiful  and 
the  ruggedly  grand,  of  the  culti¬ 
vated  and  the  wild;  looking  upon 
human  life  with  an  eye  quick  and 
keen,  to  remark  as  well  the  ftronger 
and  leading,  as  the  nicer  and  fubor- 
dinate  features  of  character — to  dif- 
criminate  the  generous,  the  honour¬ 
able,  the  manly,  in  conduct,  from 
the  ridiculous,  the  bafe,  and  the 
mean ;  he  was  diflinguilhed  among 
his  fellows  for  extraordinary  intelli¬ 
gence,  good  fenfe,  and  penetration, 
long  before  others,  or  perhaps  even 
himfelf,  fufpebted  him  to  be  capable 
of  writing  verfes.  His  mind  was  ma¬ 
ture,  and  welhftored  with  fuch  know¬ 
ledge  as  lay  within  his  fearch  ;  he 
had  made  himfelf  mafler  of  powers 
of  language,  fuperior  to  thole  of 
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almoft  any  former  writer  in  the 
Scottifh  dialect,  before  he  conceived 
the  idea  of  furpaffing  Ramfay  and 
Fergufon. 

In  the  mean  time,befides  the  ftu- 
dious  bent  of  his  genius,  there  were 
fome  other  particulars  in  his  open¬ 
ing  character,  which  might  feem  to 
mark  him  for  a  poet.  He  began 
early  in  life,  to  regard  with  a  fort  of 
fullen  difdain  and  averfion,  all  that 
was  fordid  in  the  purfuits  and  in- 
terefls  of  the  peafants  among  whom 
he  was  placed.  lie  became  difcon- 
tented  with  the  humble  labours  to 
which  he  Taw  himfelf  confined,  and 
with  the  poor  fubfiftence  he  was 
able  to  earn  by  them.  He  could 
not  help  looking  upon  the  rich  and 
great,  whom  he  law  around  him, 
with  an  emotion  between  envy  and 
contempt;  as  if  fomething  had  ftill 
whifpered  to  his  heart,  that  there 
was  injuftice  in  the  exterior  ine¬ 
quality  between  his  fate  and  theirs. 
While  fuch  emotions  arofe  in  his 
mind,  he  conceived  an  inclination, 
very  common  among  the  young  men 
of  the  more  uncultivated  parts  of 
Scotland — to  go  abroad  to  America, 
or  the  Weft  Indies,  in  queft  of  a 
better  fortune ;  at  the  fame  time, 
his  heart  was  expanded  with  paf- 
fionate  ardour,  to  meet  the  impref- 
fions  of  love  and  friendfhip.  With 
feveral  of  the  young  pealantry,  who 
were  his  fellows  in  labour,  he  con¬ 
tracted  an  affectionate  intimacy  of 
acquaintance.  He  eagerly  fought  ad- 
miftion  into  the  brotherhood  of  Free 
Mafons,  which  is  recommended  to 
the  young  men  of  this  country,  by 
nothing  fo  much  as  by  its  feeming 
to  extend  the  fphere  of  agreeable 
acquaintance,  and  to  knit  clofer  the 
bonds  of  friendly  endearment.  In 
fome  Mafon  Lodges  in  his  neigh¬ 
bourhood,,  Burns  had  foon  the  for¬ 


tune,  whether  good  or  bad,  to  gain 
the  notice  of  feveral  gentlemen, 
better  able  to  eftimate  the  true 
value  of  fuch  a  mind  as  his,  than 
were  his  fellow-peafants,with  whom 
alone  he  had  hitherto  affociated. 
One  or  two  of  them  might  be  men 
of  convivial  difpofitions,  and  of  re¬ 
ligious  notions  rather  licentious 
than  narrow  ;  who  encouraged  his 
talents,  by  occahonally  inviting  him 
to  be  the  companion  of  their  loofer 
hours;  and  who  were  at  times  not 
ill-pleafed  to  direCt  the  force  of  his 
wit  and  humour,  againft  thofe  facred 
things  which  they  affeCted  out¬ 
wardly  to  defpife,  as  mere  bug¬ 
bears,  while  they  could  not  help 
inwardly  trembling  before  them,  as 
realities.  For  a  while,  the  native 
reCtitude  of  his  underftanding,  and 
the  excellent  principles  in  which  his 
infancy  had  been  educated,  with- 
ftood  every  temptation  to  intem¬ 
perance  or  impiety.  Alas  !  it  was 
not  always  fo. — When  his  heart  was 
firft  ftruck  by  the  charms  of  village 
beauty,  the  love  he  felt  was  pure, 
tender,  fimple,  and  fincere,  as  that 
of  the  youth  and  maiden  in  his 
Cotter’s  Saturday  Night.  If  the 
ardour  of  his  paffion  hurried  him 
afterwards  to  triumph  over  the 
chaftity  of  the  maid  he  loved ;  the 
tendernefs  of  his  heart,  the  manly 
honefty  of  his  foul,  foon  made  him 
offer,  with  eager  folicitude,  to  repair 
by  marriage  the  injury  of  love. 

About  this  time,  in  the  progrefs 
of  his  life  and  character,  did  he  firft 
begin  to  be  diftinguifhed  as  a  poet. 
A  mafonic  fong,  a  fatirical  epigram, 
a  rhyming  epiftle  to  a  friend,  at¬ 
tempted  with  fuccefs,  taught  him 
to  know  his  own  powers,  and  give 
him  confidence  to  try  tafks  more 
arduous,  and  which  fhould  com¬ 
mand  ftill  higher  burfts  of  applaufe. 

The 
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The  annual  celebration  of  the  Sa¬ 
crament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  in 
the  rural  panflies  of  Scotland,  has 
much  in  it  of  thofe  old  Popifli  fefti- 
vals,  in  which  fuperftition,  traffic, 
and  amufement,  ufed  to  be  ftrangely 
intermingled.  Burns  faw,  and  feiz- 
ed  in  it  one  of  the  happieft  of  all 
fubjeds,  to  afford  lcope  for  the  dis¬ 
play  of  that  ftrong  and  piercing  fa- 
gacity  by  which  he  could  almoft  in¬ 
tuitively  diftinguilh  the  reafonable 
from  the  abfurd,  and  the  becoming 
from  the  ridiculous; — of  that  pic- 
turefque  power  of  fancy,  which  ena¬ 
bled  him  to  reprefent  fcenes,  and 
perfons,  and  groupes,  and  looks, 
attitude,  and  gefture,  in  a  manner 
almoft  as  lively  and  impreffive,  even 
in  words,  as  if  all  the  artifices  and 
energies  of  the  pencil  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  ; — of  that  knowledge  which 
he  had  neceffarily  acquired  of  the 
manners,  paffions,  and  prejudices  of 
the  ruftics  around  him — of  what¬ 
ever  was  ridiculous,  no  lefs  than  of 
whatever  was  affedingly  beautiful, 
in  rural  life.  A  thoufancbprejudices 
of  Popiffi,  and,  perhaps  too,  of  ruder 
Pagan  fuperftition,  have,  from  time 
immemorial,  been  connected  in  the 
minds  of  the  Scottifli  peafantry, 
with  the  annual  recurrence  of  the 
Eve  of  the  Feftival  of  all  the  Saints, 
or  Halloween.  Thefe  were  all  in¬ 
timately  known  to  Burns,  and  had 
made  a  powerful  impreffion  upon  his 
imagination  and  feelings.  He  chofe 
them  for  the  fubjed  of  a  poem,  and 
produced  a  piece,  which  is,  almoft 
to  frenzy,  the  delight  of  thofe  who 
are  beft  acquainted  with  its  fubjed ; 
and  which  will  not  fail  to  preferve 
the  memory  of  the  prejudices  and 
ufages  which  it  defcribes,  when  they 
lhall,  perhaps,  have  ceafed  to  give 
one  merry  evening  in  the  year,  to 
the  cottage  fire-lide.  The  fimple 


joys,  the  honeft  love,  the  fincere 
Iriendlhip,  the  ardent  devotion  of 
the  cottage ;  whatever  in  the  more 
folemn  part  of  the  ruftics  life  is 
humble  and  artlefs,  without  being 
mean  or  unfeemly — or  tender  and 
dignified,  without  afpinng  to  fiilted 
grandeur,  or  to  unnatural,  bufkined 
pathos — had  deeply  impreffed  the 
imagination  of  the  rifing  poet;  had 
in  fome  fort  wrought  itlelf  into  the 
very  texture  of  the  fibres  of  his 
foul.  He  tried  to  exprefs  in  verfe, 
what  he  1110ft  tenderly  felt,  what 
he  moft  enthufiaftically  imagined ; 
and  produced  the  Cotter’s  Satur¬ 
day  Night. 

Thefe  pieces,  the  true  effufions  of 
genius,  informed  b}7  reading  and  ob¬ 
servation,  and  prompted  by  his  own 
native  ardour,  as  well  as  by  friendly 
applaufe,  were  foon  handed  about 
among  the  moft  difcerning  of  Bums’s 
acquaintance ;  and  were  by  every 
new  reader  perufed,  and  re-perufed, 
with  an  eagernefs  of  delight  and 
approbation,  which  would  not  fuffer 
him  long  to  withhold  them  from 
the  prefs,  A  fubfcription  was  pro- 
pofed,  was  earneftly  promoted  by 
fome  gentlemen,  who  were  glad  to 
intereft  themfelves  in  behalf  of  fucli 
fignal  poetical  merit ;  was  foon 
crowded  with  the  names  of  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Ayrfhire,  who,  in  the  proffered 
purchafe,  fought  not  lefs  to  gratify 
their  own  paffion  for  Scottifli  poefy, 
than  to  encourage  the  wonderful 
ploughman.  At  Kilmarnock,  were 
the  poemsof  Burns,  for  the  firft  time, 
printed.  The  whole  edition  was 
quickly  diftributed  over  the  country. 

It  is  hardly  poffible  to  exprefs, 
with  what  eager  admiration  and  de¬ 
light  they  were  every  where  re¬ 
ceived.  They  eminently  poffeffed 
aji  thofe  qualities  which  the  moft 
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1ft variably  Contribute  to  render  any 
literary  work  quickly  and  perma¬ 
nently  popular.  They  were  written 
in  a  phrafeology,  of  whieh  all  the 
powers  were  univerfally  felt;  and 
which  being  at  once  antique,  fami¬ 
liar,  and  row  rarely  written,  was 
hence  fitted  to  ferve  all  the  digni¬ 
fied  and  piCturefque  ufes  of  poetry, 
without  making  it  unintelligible, 
The  imagery,  the  fentiments,  were, 
at  once,  faithfully  natural,  and  ir- 
refiftibly  impreffive  and  interefting. 
Thole  topics  of  fatire  and  fcandal 
in  which  the  rufiic  delights;  that 
humorous  imitation  'of  character, 
and  that  witty  afiociation  of  ideas 
familiar  and  firiking,  yet  not  natu¬ 
rally  allied  to  one  another,  which 
has  force  to  fhake  his  fides  with 
laughter;  thofe  fancies  of  fuper- 
ftition,  at  which  he  ftill  wonders 
and  trembles  ;  thofe  affecting  fenti¬ 
ments  and  images  of  true  religion, 
which  are  at  once  dear  and  awful  to 
his  heart,  were  all  reprefented  by 
Burns  with  all  a  poet’s  magic  power. 
Old  and  young,  high  and  low,  grave 
and  gay,  learned  or  ignorant,  all 
were  alike  delighted,  agitated,  trans¬ 
ported.  I  was  at  that  time  refident 
in  Galloway,  contiguous  to  Ayr- 
fhire,  and  I  can  well  remember, 
how  that  even  plough-boys  and 
maid-fervants  would  have  gladly 
parted  with  the  wages  which  they 
earned  the  moil  hardly,  and  which 
they  wanted  to  purchafe  neceflary 
clothing,  if  they  might  but  procure 
the  works  of  Burns.  A  copy  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  prefented  from  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  Ayrfhire  to  a  friend  in 
my  neighbourhood ;  he  put  it  into 
my  hands,  as  a  work  containing 
fome  effufions  of  the  inotl  extraor¬ 
dinary  genius.  I  took  it,  rather 
that  I  might  not  difoblige  the 
lender,  than  from  any  ardour  of 


curiofity  or  expectation.  M  An  un¬ 
lettered  ploughman,  a  poet?”  faid 
I*  with  contemptuous  incredulity. 
It  was  on  a  Saturday  evening.  I 
opened  the  volume,  by  accident* 
while  I  was  undreffing,  to  go  to  bed. 
I  clofed  it  not,  till  a  late  hour  on 
the  rifing  Sunday  morn,  after  I  had 
read  over  every  fyllable  it  contain¬ 
ed.  And, 

Ex  illo  Corydon;  Corydon  eft  tempore 
nobis!  Virg.Ec.  7. 

In  the  mean  time,  fome  few  copies 
of  thefe  fafeinating  poems  found 
their  way  to  Edinburgh  :  and  one 
was  communicated  to  the  late  ami¬ 
able  and  ingenious  Dr.  Thomas 
Blacklock.  There  was,  perhaps, 
never  one  among  all  mankind,  whom 
you  might  more  truly  have  called 
an  angel  upon  earth,  than  Dr. 
Blacklock :  he  was  guilelefs  and 
innocent  as  a  child,  yet  endowed 
with  manly  fagacity  and  penetra¬ 
tion  ;  his  heart  was  a  perpetual 
fpring  of  overflowing  benignity;  his 
feelings  were  all  tremblingly  alive 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  fublime,  the  beau¬ 
tiful,  the  tender,  the  pious,  the  vir¬ 
tuous  : — poetry  was  to  him  the  dear 
folace  of  perpetual  blindnefs;  cheer- 
fulnefs,  even  to  gaiety,  was,  not- 
withftanding  that  irremediable  mis¬ 
fortune  under  which  he  laboured, 
long  the  predominant  colour  of  his 
mind :  in  his  latter  years,  when  the 
gloom  might  otherwife  have  thick¬ 
ened  around  him,  hope,  faith,  devo¬ 
tion  the  moll  fervent  and  fublime, 
exalted  his  mind  to  heaven,  and 
made  him  maintain  his  wonted 
cheerfulnefs,  in  the  expectation  of  a 
fpeedy  diflblution. 

This  amiable  man  of  genius  read 
the  poems  of  Burns  with  a  nice 
perception,  with  a  tremblingly  im« 
paffioned  feeling,  of  all  their  beau¬ 
ties.  Amid  that  tumult  of  emotions 
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of  benevolence,  curiofity,  admira¬ 
tion,  which  were  thus  excited  in  his 
bofom,  he  eagerly  addreffed  fome 
encouraging  verfes  to  the  ruftic 
bard;  which,  conveying  the  praifes 
of  a  poet,  and  a  judge  of  poetical 
compofttion,  were  much  more  grate¬ 
ful  to  Burns  than  any  applaufes  he 
had  before  received  from  others.  It 
was  Blacklock's  invitation  that  fi¬ 
nally  determined  him  to  abandon 
his  fi rlt  intentions  of  going  abroad 
to  the  Weft  Indies;  and  rather  to 
repair  to  Edinburgh,  with  his  book, 
in  hopes  there  to  find  fome  power¬ 
ful  patron,  and  perhaps,  to  make 
his  fortune  by  his  poetry. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  winter 
1786-87,  Burns  came  to  Edinburgh: 
by  Dr.  Blacklock  he  was  received 
with  the  moft  flattering  kindnefs; 
and  was  earneftly  introduced  to 
every  perfon  of  tafte  and  generofity 
among  the  good  old  man  s  friends. 
It  was  little  that  Blacklock  had  it  in 
his  power  to  do  for  a  brother  poet — * 
but  that  little  he  did  with  a  fond 
alacrity,  and  with  a  modeft  grace, 
which  made  it  ten  times  more  pleat¬ 
ing,  and  more  effectually  uleful  to 
him,  in  whofe  favour  it  was  exer- 
cifed,  than  even  the  very  fame  fer- 
vices  would  have  been  from  almoft 
any  other  benefaCtor.  Others  foon 
officioufly  interpofed,  to  (hare  with 
Blacklock,  in  the  honour  of  patro¬ 
nizing  Burns.  He  had  brought  from 
his  Ayrflnre  friends,  fome  letters  of 
recommendation  :  fome  of  his  rural 
acquaintance  coming,  as  well  as 
himfelf,  to  Edinburgh,  for  the  win¬ 
ter,  did  him  what  offices  of  kindnefs 
they  conveniently  could.  Thofe  very 
few,  who  pofiefied  at  once  true  tafte 
and  ardent  philanthropy,  were  foon 
earneftly  united  in  his  praife  :  they 
who  were  difpofed  to  favour  any 
good  thing  belonging  to  Scotland, 


purely  becaufe  it  was Scottifh, gladly 
joined  the  cry  ;  thofe  who  had  hearts 
and  underftandings  to  be  charmed, 
without  knowing  why,  when  they 
faw  their  native  cuftoms,  manners, 
and  language,  made  the  fubjects 
and  the  materials  of  poefy,  could 
not  fupprefs  that  voice  of  feeling 
which  ftruggled  to  declare  itfelf  for 
Burns  :  for  the  diflipated,  the  licen¬ 
tious,  the  malignant  wits,  and  the 
free-thinkers,  he  was  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  have  fatire,  and  obfcenity,  and 
ridicule-  of  things  facred,  fufficient 
to  captivate  their  fancies even 
for  the  pious,  he  had  paffages  in 
which  the  infpired  language  of  de¬ 
votion  might  feem  to  come  mended 
from  his  tongue :  and  then,  to  charm 
thofe  whom  nought  can  delight  but 
wonders,  whole  tafte  leads  them  to 
admire  only  fucli  things  as  a  juggler 
eating  fire ;  a  perfon  who  can  con- 
verfe  as  if  his  organs  of  lpeech  were 
in  his  belly ;  a  lame  failor  writing 
with  his  toes,  for  want  of  fingers ; 
a  peer  or  a  ploughman  making 
verfes ;  a  fmall  coalman  direding  a 
concert— why,  to  thofe  people,  the 
Ayrfhire  poet  might  feem  precifely 
one  of  the  moft  wonderful  of  the 
wonders  after  which  they  were  wont 
to  gape. — Thus  did  Burns,  ere  he 
had  been  many  weeks  in  Edinburgh, 
find  himfelf  the  object  of  univerfal 
curiofity,  favour,  admiration,  and 
fondnefs.  He  was  fought  after, 
courted  with  attentions  the  moft 
refpedtful  and  affiduous,  feafted,  flat¬ 
tered,  carefled,  treated  by  all  ranks, 
as  the  firft  boaft  of  our  country; 
whom  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  to 
honour  and  reward  to  a  degree 
equal  to  his  merits.  In  compan¬ 
ion  with  the  general  favour  which 
now  promifed  to  more  than  crown 
his  moft  fanguine  hopes,  it  could 

hardly  be  called  praife  at  all, 
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which  he  had  obtained  in  Ayr- 
ihire. 

In  this  pofture  of  our  poet’s  af¬ 
fairs,  a  new  edition  of  his  poems- 
was  earnestly  called  for  :  he  fold  the 
copy-right  to  Mr.  Creech,  for  one 
hundred  pounds  ;  but  his  friends,  at 
the  fame  time,  fuggefted,  and  adively 
promoted  a  fubfcription  for  an  edi¬ 
tion,  to  be  publiftied  for  the  benefit 
ot  the  author,  ere  the  bookfeller’s 
right  lliould  commence.  Thofe  sen- 
tlemen  who  had  formerly  enter¬ 
tained  the  public  of  Edinbugh  with 
the  periodical  publication  of  the 
papers  of  the  Mirror,  having  again 
combined  their  talents  in  producing 
the  Lounger,  were,  at  this  time, 
about  to  conclude  this  laft  feries  of 
papers ;  yet,  before  the  Lounger 
relinquifhed  his  pen,  he  dedicated  a 
number  to  a  commendatory  criti- 
cifm  of  the  poems  of  the  Ayrfhire 
bard.  That  criticifm  is  now  known 
to  have  been  written  by  the  right 
hon.  lord  Craig,  one  of  the  fenators 
of  the  college  of  juftice,  who  had 
adorned  the  Mirror  with  a  finely- 
written  effay,  in  recommendation  of 
the  poetry  of  Michael  Bruce.  The 
fubfcription-papers  were  rapidly  fill¬ 
ed  ;  the  ladies,  efpdcially,  vied  with 
one  another  who  fhould  be  the  firft 
to  fubfcribe,  who  fhould  procure  the 
greateft  number  of  other  fubfcribers, 
for  the  poems  of  a  bard  who  was 
now,  for  fome  moments,  the  idol  of 
fafhion.  The  Caledonian  Hunt,  a 
gay  club,  compofed  of  the  molt  opu¬ 
lent  and  fafhionable  young  men  in 
Scotland,  profeffed  tiiernfelves  the 
patrons  of  the  Scottifh  poet,  and 
eagerly  encouraged  the  propofed  re¬ 
publication  of  his  poems.  Six  fhil- 
lings  was  all  the  fubfcription-money 
demanded  for  each  copy,  but  many 
voluntarily  paid  half-a-guinea,  a 
guinea,  or  two  guineas  j  and  it  was 


fuppofed  that  the  poet  might  derive 
from  the  fubfcription,  and  the  fale 
of  his  copy-right,  a  clear  profit  of, 
at  leaft,  feven  hundred  pounds  ;  a 
lum  that,  to  a  man  who  had  hitherto 
lived  in  his  indigent  circumftances, 
would  be  abfolutely  more  than  the 
vainly  expeded  wealth  of  fir  Epi¬ 
cure  Mammon. 

Burns,  in  the  mean  time,  led  a 
life  differing  from  that  of  his  ori¬ 
ginal  condition  in  Ayrfhire,  almoft 
as  widely  as  differed  the  fcenes  and 
amufements  of  London,  to  which 
Omiah  was  introduced,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich, 
from  thofe  to  which  he  had  been 
familiar  in  the  Friendly  Ifles.  The 
converfation  of  even  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  authors  is  often  found  to  be  fo 
unequal  to  the  fame  of  their  writ¬ 
ings,  that  he  who  reads  with  admi¬ 
ration  can  Men  with  none  but  fen- 
timents  of  the  moft  profound  con¬ 
tempt.  But  the  converfation  of 
Burns  was,  in  comparifon  with  the 
formal  and  exterior  circumftances 
of  his  education,  perhaps  even  more 
wonderful  than  his  poetry.  He  af¬ 
fected  no  foft  airs  or  gracefel  mo¬ 
tions  of  politenefs,  which  might 
have  ill  accorded  with  the  ruftic 
plainnefs  of  his  native  manners. 
Confeious  Superiority  of  mind  taught 
him  to  affociate  with  the  great,  the 
learned,  and  the  gay,  without  being 
over-awed  into  any  fuch  bafhfulnefs 
as  might  have  made  him  confufed 
in  thought,  or  hefitating  in  elocu¬ 
tion.  He  poffefled,  withal,  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  fliare  of  plain  common  fenfe, 
or  mother-wit,  which  prevented  him 
from  obtruding  upon  perfons,  of 
whatever  rank,  with  whom  he  was 
admitted  to  converfe,  any  of  thofe 
effufions  ot  vanity,  envy,  or  felf- 
conceit,  in  which  authors  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  apt  to  indulge,  who  have 
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lived  remote  frolrt  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  life,  and  whofe  minds  have 
been  almolt  exclufively  confined  to 
contemplate,  their  own  itudies  and 
their  own  works.  In  converfation  he 
difplayed  a  fort  of  intuitive  quick- 
nefs  and  re&itude  of  judgment  upon 
every  fubject  that  arofe.  The  fen- 
fibility  oflns  heart,  and  the  vivacity 
of  his  fancy,  gave  a  rich  colouring 
to  whatever  reafoning  lie  was  dif- 
pofed  to  advance  ;  and  his  language, 
in  converfation,  was  not  at  all  lefs 
happy  than  in  his  writings.  For 
thele  reafons  he  did  not  ceafe  to 
pleafe  immediately  after  he  had  been 
once  feen.  Thole  who  had  met  and 
converfed  with  him  once,  were 
pleafed  to  meet  and  to  converfe 
with  him  again  and  again.  I  re¬ 
member  that  the  late  Dr.  Robertson 
once  obferved  to  me,  that  be  had 
fcarcely  ever  met  with  any  man 
whofeconverfationdifcovered  greater 
vigour  and  activity  of  mind  than 
that  of  Burns.  Every  one  wondered 
that  the  ruftic  bard  was  not  fpoiled 
by  fo  much  carefling,  favour,  and 
flattery  as  he  found  ;  and  every  one 
went  on  to  fpoil  him,  by  continually 
repeating  all  thele,  as  if  with  an 
obftinate  refolution  that  they  fliould, 
in  the  end,  produce  their  effeCt. 
Nothing,  however,  of  change  in  his 
manners  appeared,  at  lealt  for  a 
while,  to  fliow  that  this  was  at 
all  likely  to  happen.  He,  indeed, 
maintained  himfelf,  with  confider- 
able  fpirit,  upon  a  footing  of  equality 
with  all  with  whom  he  had  occa- 
fion  to  aflbciate  or  converfe ;  yet  he 
never  arrogated  any  fuperiority, 
fave  what  the  fair  and  manly  exer¬ 
tion  of  his  powers,  at  the  time, 
could  undeniably  command.  Had 
he  but  been  able  to  give  a  fteady 
preference  to  the  fociety  of  the  vir¬ 
tuous,  the  learned,  and  the  wife, 


rather  than  to  that  of  the  gay  and 
the  diffolute,  it  is  probable  that  he 
could  not  hav*e  failed  to  rife  to 
an  exaltation  of  character  and  of 
talents  fitted  to  do  honour  to  human 
nature. 

Unfortunately,  however  that  hap¬ 
pened  which  was  natural  in  thole un- 
accuftomed  circumftances  in  which 
Burns  found  himfelf  placed.  He 
could  not  afiume  enough  of  fuper- 
cilioufnefs  to  reject  the  familiarity 
of  all  thofe  who,  without  any  fincere 
kindnefs  for  him,  importunately 
prefled  to  obtain  his  acquaintance 
and  intimacy.  He  was  inferfibly 
led  to  aflbciate  lefs  with  the  learned, 
the  auftere,  and  the  rigoroufly  tem¬ 
perate,  than  with  the  young,  with 
the  votaries  of  intemperate  joys, 
with  perfons  to  whom  he  was  com¬ 
mended  chiefly  by  licentious  wit, 
and  with  whom  he  could  not  long 
aflbciate  without  lharing  in  the  ex- 
eefles  of  their  debauchery.  Even  in 
the  country,  men  of  this  fort  had 
begun  to  fallen  on  him,  and  to  feduce 
him  to  embellifh  the  grofs  pleafures 
of  their  loofer  hours  with  the  charms 
of  his  wit  and  fancy.  And  yet  I 
have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Bruce,  a  gentleman  of  great  worth 
and  difcernment,  to  whom  Burns 
was,  in  his  earlier  days,  well  known, 
that  he  had,  in  thofe  times,  feen  the 
poet  fteadily  refill  fuch  folicitations 
and  allurements  to  excefs  in  con¬ 
vivial  enjoyment,  as  fcarcely  any 
other  perfon  could  have  withfiood. 
But  the  enticements  of  pleafure  too 
often  unman  our  virtuous  refolution, 
even  while  we  wear  the  air  of  re¬ 
jecting  them  with  a  Hern  brow  ;  we 
refill,  and  refill,  and  refill  ;  but,  at 
laft,  fuddenly  turn  and  paflionately 
embrace  theenchantrefs.  The  bucks 
of  Edinburgh  accomplilhed,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  Burns,  that  in  which  the 
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boors  of  Ayrfhire  bad  failed.  After 
refiding  fome  months  in  Edinburgh, 
be  began  to  eftrange  himfelf,  not 
altogether,  but  in  fome  meafure, 
from  the  fociety  of  his  graver 
friends.  Too  many  of  his  hours 
were  now  fpent  at  the  tables  of  per- 
fons  who  delighted  to  urge  convi¬ 
viality  to  drunkennefs,  in  the  tavern, 
in  the  brothel,  on  the  lap  of  the 
woman  of  pleafure.  lie  funered 
himfelf  to  be  furrounded  by  a  race 
of  miferable  beings,  who  were  proud 
to  tell  that  they  had  been  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Burns;  and  had  feen 
Burns  as  loofe  and  as  foolilb  as 
themfelves.  He  was  not  yet  irre¬ 
coverably  loll  to  temperance  and 
moderation :  but  he  was  already 
almoft  too  much  captivated  with 
their  wanton  rivals,  to  be  ever  more 
won  back  to  a  faithful  attachment 
to  their  more  fober  charms.  He  now 
alfo  began  to  contract  fomething  of 
new  arrogance  in  converfation.  Ac- 
cuftomed  to  be,  among  his  favourite 
affociates,  what  is  vulgularly  but 
expreftively  called  the  cock  of  the 
company,  he  could  fcarcely  refrain 
from  indulging  in  timilar  freedom 
and  dictatorial  decifion  of  talk,  even 
in  the  prefence  of  perfons  who 
could  lefs  patiently  endure  his  pre- 
fumption. 

Thus  palled  two  winters,  and  an 
intervening  fummer,  of  the  life  of 
Burns.  The  fubfcription  edition  of 
his  poems,  in  the  mean  time,  ap¬ 
peared  ;  and,  although  not  enlarged 
beyond  that  which  came  from  the 
Kilmarnock  prefs,  by  any  new 
pieces  of  eminent  merit,  did  not 
fail  to  give  entire  fatis faCtion  to  the 
fubfcribers.  He  at  one  time,  dur¬ 
ing  this  period,  accompanied,  for  a 
few  weeks,  into  Berwicklhire,  Ro¬ 
bert  Ainllie,  efq.  a  gentlemen  of  the 
purelt  and  moft  corred  manners, 
Yot,  XXXIX. 


who  was  accuftomed  fometimes  t> 
foothe  the  toils  of  a  laborious  pro- 
feffion,  by  an  occafional  converfe 
with  polite  literature,  and  with  ge¬ 
neral  fcience.  At  another  time,  he 
wandered  on  a  jaunt  of  four  or  five 
weeks,  through  the  Highlands,  in 
company  with  the  late  Mr.  William 
Nicol,  a  man  who  had  been  before 
the  companion  and  friend  of  Dr. 
Gilbert  Stuart,  who  in  vigour  of 
intellect,  and  in  wild,  yet  generous, 
impetuofty  of  paffien,  remarkably 
refembled  both  Stuart  and  Burns  ; 
who,  for  his  fkill  and  facility  of 
Latin  compofition,  was  perhaps 
without  a  rival  in  Europe ;  whole 
virtues  and  genius  were  clouded  by 
habits  of  Bacchanalian  excefs ; 
whofe  latter  years  were  vexatioufly 
embittered  by  a  contell  with  a  crea¬ 
ture,  that,  although  accidentally 
exalted  into  competition  with  him, 
was  unworthy  even  to  unloofe  his 
fhoe-latchet ;  who  bv  the  moft  un- 
wearied  and  extraordinary  profef- 
fional  toil,  in  the  midft  of  a  per- 
fevering  diffipation,  by  which  alone 
it  was,  at  any  time,  interrupted,  won 
and  accumulated  an  honourable  and 
fufficient  competence  for  his  family  ; 
and,  alas !  who  died,  within  thefe 
few  weeks,  of  a  jaundice,  with  a 
complication  of  other  complaints, 
the  effeCts  of  long-continued  intem¬ 
perance  !  So  much  did  the  zeal  of 
friendlhip,  and  the  ambition  of 
honeft  fame,  predominate  in  Nicol's 
mind ;  that  he  was,  in  his  laft 
hours,  exceedingly  pained  by  the 
thought  that  fmce  he  had  furvived 
Burns,  there  remained  none  who 
might  refcue  his  mixed  character 
from  mifreprefentation,  and  might 
embalm  his  memory  in  never-dying 
verfe  ! 

In  their  excurfion,  Burns  and  his 
friend  Nicol  were  naturally  led  to 
C  vifit 
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vifit  the  interefting  fcencry  adjacent 
to  the  duke  of  AthoPs  feat  at  Dun- 
keld,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay. 
While  they  were  at  a  contiguous  inn, 
the  duke,  accidentally  informed  of 
Mr.  Burns’s  arrival  fo  near,  invited 
him,  by  a  polite  meffage,  to  Dun- 
keld  houfe.  Burns  did  not  fail  to 
attend  his  obliging  inviter  ;  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  battering  condefcen- 
fion ;  made  himl'elf  fufficiently 
agreeable  by  his  converfation  and 
manners  ;  was  detained  for  a  day  or 
two  by  his  grace’s  kind  hcfpitality  ; 
and,  ere  he  departed,  in  a  poetical 
petition,  in  the  name  of  the  river 
Bruar,  which  falls  into  the  Tay, 
within  the  duke’s  pleafure-grounds 
at  Blair-Athol,  fuggefted  fome  new 
improvements  of  tafte,  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  to  have  been  fince  happily 
made,  in  compliance  with  his  ad¬ 
vice.  I  relate  this  little  incident, 
rather  to  do  honour  to  the  duke  of 
Athol,  than  to  Burns:  for,  if  I  be 
not  exceedingly  miftaken,  nothing 
that  hiftory  can  record  of  George 
the  Third,  will,  in  future  times,  be 
accounted  more  honourable  to  his 
memory,  than  the  circumftances 
and  the  converfation  of  his  well- 
known  interview  with  Dr.  Johnfon. 
The  two  congenial  companions, 
Burns  and  Nicol,  after  vifiting  many 
other  of  thofe  romantic,  pi&urefque, 
and  fublime  fcenes,  of  which  the 
fame  attracts  travellers  of  tafte  to 
the  highlands  of  Scotland ;  after 
fondly  lingering  here  and  there  for 
a  day  or  two  at  a  favourite  inn, 
returned  at  laft  to  Edinburgh  ;  and 
Burns  was  now  to  clofe  accomnts 
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with  his  bookfeller,  and  to  retire 
with  his  profits  in  his  pocket  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  Creech  has  obligingly  inform¬ 
ed  me,  that  the  whole  fum,  paid  to 
the  poet  for  the  copy-right,  and  for 


the  fubfcription  copies  of  his  book, 
amounted  to  nearly  eleven  hundred 
pounds.  Out  of  this  fum,  indeed, 
the  expences  of  printing  the  edi¬ 
tion  for  the  fubferibers,  were  to  be 
deduded.  I  have  likewife  reafon  to 
believe,  that  he  had  confumed  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  thefe 
gains  than  prudence  could  approve, 
while  he  fuperintended  the  impref- 
fion,  paid  his  court  to  his  patrons, 
and  waited  the  full  payment  of  the 
fublcription-money. 

He  was  now  at  laft  to  fix  upon  a 
plan  for  his  future  life.  He  talked 
loudly  of  independence  of  fpirit,  and 
ftmplicity  of  manners  :  and  boafted 
his  refolution  to  return  to  the 
plough.  Yet,  ftill  he  lingered  in 
Edinburgh,  week  after  week,  and 
month  after  month,  perhaps  expect¬ 
ing  that  one  or  other  of  his  noble 
patrons  might  procure  him  fome 
permanent  and  competent  annual 
income,  which  fhould  fet  him  above 
all  neeeftity  of  future  exertions  to 
earn  for  himfelf  the  means  of  fub- 
fiftenee  ;  peihaps  unconfcioufiy  re¬ 
luctant  to  quit  the  pleafures  of  that 
voluptuous  town-life  to  which  he 
had  for  fome  time  too  willingly 
accuftomed  himfelf.  An  accidental 
diftocation  or  fracture  of  an  arm  or 
a  leg,  confining  him  for  fome  weeks 
to  his  apartment,  left  him,  during 
this  time,  leifure  for  ferious  reflec¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  determined  to  retire 
from  the  town,  without  longer  delay. 
None  of  all  his  patrons  interpofed  to 
divert  him  from  his  purpofe  of  re¬ 
turning  to  the  plough,  by  the  offer 
of  any  fmall  penfion,  or  any  finecure 
place  of  moderate  emolument,  fuch 
as  might  have  given  him  compe¬ 
tence,  without  withdrawing  him 
from  his  poetical  ftudies.  It  feemed 
to  be  forgotten  that  a  ploughman 
thus  exalted  into  a  man  of  letters, 
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was  unfitted  for  his  former  toils, 
without  being  regularly  qualified  to 
enter  the  career  of  any  new  profef- 
fion;  and  that  it  became  incumbent 
upon  thofe  patrons  who  had  called 
him  from  the  plough,  not  merely  to 
make  him  their  companion  in  the 
hour  of  riot,  not  fimply  to  fill  his 
purfe  with  gold  for  a  few  transient 
expences,  but  to  fecure  him,  as  far 
as  was  poffible,  from  being  ever 
overwhelmed  in  dill  refs,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  favour  which  they  had 
fhewn  him,  and  of  the  habits  of  life 
into  which  they  had  feduced  him. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  the  fame  delufion 
of  fancy  betrayed  both  Burns  and 
his  patrons  into  the  miftaken  idea 
that,  after  all  which  had  paired,  it 
was  ftill  poffible  for  him  to  return, 
in  cheerful  content,  to  the  homely 
joys  and  fimple  toils  of  undiffipated 
rural  life. 

In  this  temper  of  Burns’s  mind,  in 
this  fiate  of  his  fortune,  a  farm  and 
the  excife  were  the  obje&s  upon 
which  his  choice  ultimately  fixed 
for  future  employment  and  fupport. 

Mr.  Alexander  Wood,  the  furgeon 
who  attended  him  during  the  illnefs 
occafioned  by  his  hurt;  no  fooner 
underftood  his  patient’s  with,  to 
feek  a  refource  in  the  fervice  of  the 
excife,  than  he,  with  the  ufual 
activity  of  his  benevolence,  effectu¬ 
ally  recommended  the  poet  to  the 
commiffioners  of  excite  ;  and  the 
name  of  Burns  was  enrolled  in  the 
lift  of  their  expectant  officers.  Peter 
INI illar,  efq.  of  Dalfwinton,  deceived, 
like  Burns  himfeif,  and  Burns’s  other 
friends,  into  an  idea,  that  the  poet 
and  exciseman  might  yet  be  refpect- 
able  and  happy  as  a  farmer,  gene- 
roufly  propofed  to  eftablifh  him  in  a 
farm,  upon  conditions  of  leafe  which 
prudence  and  induftry  might  eafily 
render  exceedingly  advantageous. 


Burns  eagerly  accepted  the  offers 
of  this  benevolent  patron.  Two  of 
the  poet’s  friends  from  Ayrfhire, 
were  invited  to  furvey  that  farm  in 
Dumfrieslhire,  which  Mr.  Millar 
offered.  A  leafe  was  granted  to 
the  poetical  farmer  at  that  annual 
rent  which  his  own  friends  declared 
that  the  due  cultivation  of  his  farm 
might  eafily  enable  him  to  pay  r 
what  yet  remained  of  the  profits  of 
his  publication  was  laid  out  in  the 
purehafe  of  farm-hock ;  and  Mr. 
Miliar  might,  for  feme  fhort  time, 
pleafe  himfeif  with  the  perfuafion 
that  he  had  approved  himfeif  the 
liberal  patron  of  genius  ;  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  good  tenant  upon  his 
eftate  ;  and  had  placed  a  defer ving 
man  in  the  very  fituation  in  which 
alone  he  himfeif  defired  to  be 
placed,  in  order  to  be  happy  to  his 
withes. 

Burns,  with  his  Jane,  whom  he 
now  married,  took  up  their  refidence 
upon  his  farm.  The  neighbouring 
farmers  and  gentlemen,  pleated  to 
obtain  for  an  inmate  among  them, 
the  poet  by  whole  woiks  they  had 
been  delighted,  kindly  fought  his 
company,  and  invited  him  to  their 
hordes.  He  found  an  inexpreIBble 
charm  in  fitting  down  betide  his 
wife,  at  his  own  fire-ftde  ;  in  wan¬ 
dering  over  his  own  grounds ;  in 
once  more  putting  his  hand  to  the 
fpade  and  the  plough,  in  forming 
his  inclofures,  and  managing  his 
cattle.  For  fome  moments  he  felt 
almoft  all  that  felicity  which  fancy 
had  taught  him  to  expect  in  his 
new  fituation.  He  had  been,  for  a 
time,  idle  ;  but  his  mufcles  were 
not  yet  unbraced  for  rural  toil.  Fie 
had  been  admitted  to  flatter  ladies 
of  falhion  :  he  had  been  occafionally 
feduced  by  the  allurements  of  venal 
beauty  ;  but,  he  now  feemed  to  firm 
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a  joy  in  being  theTiuffiand  of  the 
miftrefs  of  his  affections,  in  feeing 
himfelf  the  father  of  her  children, 
fueh  as  might  promife  to  attach 
him  forever  to  that  modeft,  humble, 
and  domeftic  life  in  which  alone  he 
could  hope  to  be  permanently 
happy.  Even  his  engagements' in 
the  fervice  of  the  excife  did  not,  at 
the  very  ffrft,  threaten  neceffarilv  to 
debafe  him,  by  affociation  with  the 
mean,  the  grofs,  and  the  profligate, 
to  contaminate  the  poet,  or  to  ruin 
the  farmer. 

But,  it  could  not  be :  it  was  not 
poffible  for  Burns  now  to  affume 
that  fobernefs  of  fancy  and  paffions, 
that  fedatenefs  of  feeling,  thofe 
habits  of  earn  eft  attention  to  grofs 
and  vulgar  cares,  without  which, 
fuccefs  in  his  new  fltuation  was  not 
to  be  expeCted.  A  thoufand  diffi¬ 
culties  were  to  be  encountered  and 
overcome,  much  money  was  to  be 
expended,  much  weary  toil  was  to 
be  exercifed,  before  his  farm  could 
be  brought  into  a  Hate  of  cultiva¬ 
tion,  in  which  its  produce  might 
enrich  the  occupier. — The  profpeft 
before  him  was,  in  this  refpeft,  fuch 
as  might  well  have  difcouraged  the 
moll  ftubbornly  laborious  peafant, 
the  mofc  fanguine  projector  in  agri¬ 
culture:  and  much  more,  therefore, 
was  it  likely,  that  this  profpeft; 
jfliould  quickly  difliearten  Burns, 
who  had  never  loved  labour  ;  and 
who  was,  at  this  time,  certainly  not 
at  all  difpofed  to  enter  into  agri¬ 
culture  with  the  enthufiafm  of  a 
projeftor.  Beflde  all  this,  I  have 
realon  to  believe,  that  the  poet  had 
made  his  bargain  rafhly,  and  had 
not  duly  availed  himfelf  of  his  pa¬ 
tron’s  gfenerofity.  His  friends  from 
Ayrfhire,  were  little  acquainted 
with  the  foil,  with  the  manures, 
with  the  markets,  with  the  dairies, 


with  the  modes  of  improvement  iff 
Dumfriesfhire.  They  had  fet  upon 
his  farm  rather  fuch  a  value  of 
rental,  as  ic  might  have  borne  in 
Ayrfhire,  than  that  which  it  could 
eafily  afford  in  the  local  circum- 
ftances  in  which  it  was  actually 
placed.  He  himfelf  had  inconfi- 
derately  fubmitted  to  their  judg¬ 
ment,  without  once  doubting  whe¬ 
ther  they  might  not  have  erred 
againft  his  interefts,  without  the 
flighted  wifh  to  make  a  bargain  art¬ 
fully  advantageous  for  himfelf.  And 
the  neceffary  confequence  was,  that 
he  held  his  farm  at  too  high  a  rent, 
contrary  to  his  landlord’s  intention. 
The  bufinefs  of  the  excife  too,  as  he 
began  to  be  more  and  more  employ¬ 
ed  in  it,  dift  rafted  his  mind  from 
the  care  of  his  farm,  led  him  into 
grofs  and  vulgar  fociety,  and  expofed 
him  to  many  unavoidable  tempta¬ 
tions  to  drunken  excefs,  fuch  as  he 
had  no  longer  fufficient  fortitude  to 
refill.  Amidft  the  anxieties,  diffrac¬ 
tions,  and  feducements,  which  thus 
arofe  to  him,  home  became  infen- 
libly  lefs  and  lefs  pleafing  ;  even  the 
endearments  of  his  Jane’s  affeftion 
began  to  lofe  their  hold  on  his 
heart ;  he  became  every  day  lefs 
and  lefs  unwilling  to  forget  in  riot 
thofe  gathering  forrows  which  he 
knew  not  to  fubdue. 

Mr.  Millar,  and  fome  others  of 
his  friends,  would  gladly  have  ex- 
,  erted  an  influence  over  his  mind, 
which  might  have  preferved  him, 
in  this  fltuation  of  his  affairs, 
equally  from  defpondency,  and  from 
diffipation.  But  Burns’s  temper 
fpurned  all  control  from  his  fupe- 
riors  in  fortune.  He  refen  ted,  as  an 
arrrogant  encroachment  upon  his 
independence,  that  tenor  of  conduft 
by  which  Mr.  Millar  wilhed  to 
turn  him  from  diflolute  conviviality, 
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to  that  ffeady  attention  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  farm,  without  which  it 
was  impoffible  to  thrive  in  it.  In 
the  neighbourhood  were  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  occafionally  addicted,  like 
Burns,  to  convivial  excels ;  who, 
while  they  admired  the  poet’s  ta¬ 
lents,  and  were  charmed  with  his 
licentious  wit,  forgot  the  care  of  his 
real  intereffs  in  the  pleafure  which 
they  found  in  his  company,  and  in 
the  gratification  which  the  plenty 
and  feftivity  of  their  tables  appeared 
evidently  to  afford  him.  With  thefe 
gentlemen,  while  difappointments 
and  difgufts  continued  to  multiply 
upon  him  in  his  prefent  fituation, 
he  continued  to  affociate  every  day 
more  and  more  eagerly.  His  erodes 
and  difappointments  drove  him  every 
day  more  and  more  into  diffipation  ; 
and  his  diffipation  tended  to  en¬ 
hance  whatever  was  difagreeable 
and  perplexing  in  the  hate  of  his 
affairs.  He  funk,  by  degrees,  into 
the  boon  companion  of  mere  ex- 
cifemen  ;  and  almoft  every  drunken 
fellow,  who  was  willing  to  Ipend 
his  money  lavifhly  in  the  ale-houfe, 
could  eafily  command  the  company 
of  Burns.  The  care  of  his  farm 
was  thus  negleCted ;  wafte  and  Ioffes 
wholly  confumed  his  little  capital ; 
he  refigned  his  leafe  into  the  hands 
of  his  landlord ;  and  retired,  with 
his  family  to  the  town  of  Dum¬ 
fries,  determining  to  depend  en¬ 
tirely  for  the  means  of  future  fup- 
port  upon  his  income  as  an  excife- 
officer. 

Yet,  during  this  unfortunate  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  life,  which  palled  be¬ 
tween  his  departure  from  Edinburgh 
to  fettle  in  Dumfrieslhire,  and  his 
leaving  the  country  in  order  to  take 
up  his  refidence  in  the  town  of 
Dumfries,  the  energy  and  activity  of 
his  intellectual  powers  appeared  to 
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have  been  not  at  all  impaired.  He 
made  a  collection  of  Scottiffi  longs, 
which  were  publilhed,  the  words, 
with  the  mafic,  by  a  Mr.  Johnftone, 
an  engraver,  in  Edinburgh,  in  three 
fmall  volumes,  octavo,  in  making 
this  collection,  he,  in  many  in- 
ftanees,  accommodated  new  verfes 
to  the  old  tunes,  with  admirable 
felicity  and  Ikill.  He  compofed 
feveral  other  poems,  fuch  as  the 
tale  of  Tam  o’Shanter,  the  Whiffle, 
Verfes  on  a  wounded  Mare,  the 
Pathetic  Addrefs  to  R***  G  ***  of 
F  ***,  and  fome  others  which  he 
afterwards  permitted  Mr.  Creech  to 
infert  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  edition 
of  his  poems. 

He  affifted  in  the  temporary  in- 
ftitution  of  a  fmall  fubfeription 
library,  for  the  ufe  of  a  number  of 
the  well-difpofed  peafants,  in  his 
neighbourhood.  He  readily  aided, 
and  by  his  knowledge  of  genuine 
Scottilh  phrafeology  and  manners, 
greatly  enlightened  the  antiquarian 
refearches  of  the  late  ingenious 
captain  Grofe.  He  ffill  carried  on 
an  epiffolary  correfpondence,  fome- 
times  gay,  fportive,  humourous,  but 
always  enlivened  by  bright  flaffies 
of  genius,  with  a  number  of  his  old 
friends,  and  on  a  very  wide  diverfity 
of  topics.  At  times,  as  it  ffiould 
feem  from  his  writings  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  he  reflected,  with  inexpreffible 
heart- hi tternefs,  on  the  high  hopes 
from  which  he  had  fallen ;  on  the 
errors  of  moral  conduCt  into  which 
he  had  been  hurried,  by  the  ardour 
of  his  foul,  and,  in  fome  meafure, 
by  the  very  generoflty  of  his  nature  ; 
on  the  difgrace  and  wretchednefs 
into  which  he  faw  himfelf  rapidly 
finking  ;  on  the  forrow  with  which 
his  mifconduCt  opprefled  the  heart 
of  his  Jane  ;  on  the  want  and  defti- 
tut©  mifery  in  which  it  feemed  pro- 
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bable  that  be  mull  leave  her  and 
their  infants  :  nor,  amidft  thefe  ago¬ 
nizing  reflexions,  did  he  fail  to  look, 
with  an  indignation  half  invidious, 
half  contemptuous,  on  thofe,  who, 
with  moral  habits  not  more  excel¬ 
lent  than  his,  with  powers  of  intel¬ 
lect  far  inferior,  370 1  balked  in  the 
ftm-fhine  of  fortune,  and  were  loaded 
with  the  wealth  and  honours  of  the 
world,  while  his  follies  could  not 
obtain  pardon,  nor  his  Wants  an 
honourable  fupply.  Ills  wit  be¬ 
came,  from  this  time,  more  gloomily 
farcaftic  ;  and  his  converfation  and 
writings  began  to  affume  fomething 
of  a  tone  of  mifanthropical  malig¬ 
nity,  by  which  they  had  not  been 
before,  in  any  eminent  degree,  dif- 
tinguifhed.  But,  with  all  thefe 
failings,  he  was  ftill  that  exalted 
mind  which  had  railed  itfelf  above 
the  deprefiion  of  its  original  condi¬ 
tion  ;  with  all  the  energy  of  the 
lion,  pawing  to  fet  free  his  hinder 
limbs  from  the  yet  encumbering 
earth,  he  ftill  appeared  not  lets 
archangel  ruined? 

What  more  remains  there  for  me 
to  relate  ?  In  Dumfries  his  difiipa- 
tion  became  ftill  more  deeply  habi¬ 
tual;  he  was  here  more  expofed 
than  in  the  country  to  be  folicited 
to  lhare  the  riot  of  the  diffolute  and 
the  idle  :  foolifh  young  men,  fuch  as 
writers’  apprentices,  young  lurgeons, 
merchants’  clerks,  and  his  brother 
excisemen,  flocked  eagerly  about 
him,  and  from  time  to  time  preffed 
him  to  drink  with  them,  that  they 
might  enjoy  his  wicked* wit.  His 
friend  Nicol  made  one  or  two  au¬ 
tumnal  excurfions  to  Dumfries;  and 
when  they  met  in  Dumfries,  friend- 
fliip,  and  genius,  and  wanton  wit, 
and  good'  liquor  could  never  fail  to 
keep  Burns  and  Nicol  together,  till 
loth  the  one  and  the  other  were  as 


dead  drunk  as  ever  was  Silenu& 
The  Caledonian  club  too,  and  the 
Dumfrieslhire  and  Gallowav  Hunt, 
had  occafioual  meetings,  in  Dum¬ 
fries,  after  Burns  came  to  relide 
here,  and  the  poet  was,  of  courfe, 
invited  to  lhare  their  conviviality* 
and  hefitated  not  to  accept  the  in¬ 
vitation.  The  morals  of  the  town 
were,  in  confequence  of  its  becom¬ 
ing  fo  much  tiie  fcene  of  public 
amufement,  deplorably  corrupted ; 
and,  though  a  huflmnd  and  a  lather, 
poor  Burns  did  not  efcape  buffering 
by  the  general  contamination,  in  a 
manner  which  I  forbear  to  defcribe. 
In  the  intervals  between  his-  differ¬ 
ent  fits  or  intemperance,  he  buffered 
ftill  the  keeneft  anguiih  of  remorfe, 
and  horribly  afflidive  forefight. 
His  Jane  ftill  behaved  with  a  degree 
of  maternal  and  conjugal  tendernefs 
and  prudence,  which  made  him 
feel  more  bitterly  the  evil  of  his 
mifcondud,  although  they  could  not 
reclaim  him.  At  laft,  crippled,  ema¬ 
ciated,  having  the  very  power  of 
animation  wafted  by  difeafe,  quite 
broken-hearted  by  the  fenfe  of  his 
errors,  and  of  the  hopelels  miferies 
in  which  he  faw  himfelf  and  his 
family  depreffed;  with  his  foul  ftill 
tremblingly  alive  to  the  fenfe  of 
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fhame,  and  to  the  love  of  virtue; 
yet  even  in  the  laft  feeblenefs,  and 
amid  the  laft  agonies  of  expiring 
life,  yielding  readily  to  any  temp¬ 
tation  that  offered  the  femblance 
of  intemperate  enjoyment,  he  died 
at  Dumfries,  in  the  fummer  of  the 
year  1796,  while  he  was  yet  three 
or  four  years  under  the  age  of 
forty. 

After  his  death,  it  quickly  ap¬ 
peared  that  his  failings  had  not 
effaced  from  the  minds  of  his  more 
refpedable  acquaintance  either  the 
regard  which  had  once  been  wron 
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bv  bis  fociai  qualities,  or  the  reve¬ 
rence  due  to  bis  intelle&ual  talents. 
The  circumftances  of  want  in  which 
be  left  his  family,  were  noticed  by 
the  gentlemen  of  Dumfries,  with 
earned;  commiferation.  His  funeral 
was  celebrated,  by  the  care  of  his 
friends,  with  a  decent  folemnity, 
and  with  a  numerous  attendance 
of  mourners,  fuffieiently  honourable 
10  his  memory.  Several  copies  of 
verfes,  having,  if  no  other  merit,  at 
lead  that  of  a  good  fubjedl,  were 
inferted  in  different  newspapers, 
upon  the  oecafion  of  his  death.  A 
contribution,  by  fubfcription,  was 
propofed,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing 
a  fm all  fund  for  the  decent  fnp- 
port  of  his  widow,  and  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  his  infant  children.  This 
fubfcription  has  been  very  warmly 
promoted,  and  not  without  confider- 
a'ble  fuccefs,  by  John  Syme,  efq.  of 
Dumfries,  by  Alexander  Cunning¬ 
ham,  efq.  writer  to  the  ligriet,  in 
Edinburgh  ;  and  by  Dr.  James  Cur¬ 
rie  and  Mr.  Rofcoe,  of  Liverpool. 
Mr.  Stephen  Kemble,  manager  of 
the  theatre-royal,  at  Edinburgh, 
with  ready  liberality,  gave  a  benefit- 
night  for  this  generous  purpofe. 
A  publication  of  the  poet's  poft- 
humous  works  is  now  in  prepara¬ 
tion,  the  profits  of  which  are.  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  fame  pious  ufe. 
It  is  hoped  that  fuch  a  fum  may  be 
made  up,  in  all,  as  fiiall  fecure  his 
widow  from  deftitute  want,  and  fhall 
bellow  upon  his  children  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  a  liberal  education ;  it 
will  be  rather  a  tribute  to  Burns 
than  the  mere  dole  of  charity  ! 

I  fhall  conclude  this  paper  with  a 
fhort  effimate  of  what  appear  to  me 
to  have  been  Burns’s  real  merits, 
as  a  poet  and  as  a  man  :  the  moll 
remarkable  quality  he  difplayed, 
both  in  his  writings  and  his  conver- 


fation,  was,  certainly,  an  enlarged, 
vigorous,  keenly  dilcerning,  conici- 
ous  comprehenfion  of  mind.  What¬ 
ever  be  the  fubjedl  of  his  verfe,  he 
feems  itiil  to  grafp  it  with  giant 
force ;  to  wield  and  turn  it  with 
eafy  dexterity  ;  to  view  it  on  all 
fides,  with  an  eye  which  no  turn  of 
outline  and  no  hue  of  colouring  can 
elude  ;  to  mark  all  its  relations  to 
the  group  of  furrounding  objects, 
and  then  to  feted  what  he  choofes 
to  reprefent  to  our  imaginations, 
with  a  fkilful  and  happy  propriety, 
which  (hows  him  to  have  been,  at 
the  fame  time,  mailer  of  all  the  reft. 
It  will  not  be  very  eafy  for  any 
other  mind,  however  richly  ftored 
with  various  knowledge ;  for  any 
other  imagination,  however  elaftic 
and  inventive,  to  find  any  new  and 
fui table  tonic  that  has  been  omitted 
by  Burn®,  in  celebrating  the  lubje&s 
of  all  his  greater  and  more  elabo¬ 
rate  poems.  It  is  impoffible  to  con- 
fider,  without  aftonilhment,  that 
amazing  fertility  of  invention  which 
is  difplayed,  under  the  regulation  oi 
a  found  judgment,  and  a  correct  tafte, 
in  the  Twa  Dogs  ;  the  Addrefs  to 
the  De’il ;  Scotch  Drink  ;  the  Holy 
Fair ;  Hallowe’en ;  the  Cottar’s 
Saturday  Night ;  To  a  Haggis  To 
a  Loufe ;  To  a  Mountain  Daily ; 
Tom  O’Shan  ter;  on  Captain  Grofe’s 
Peregrinations ;  the  humble  Peti¬ 
tion  of  Bruar  water ;  The  Bard’s 
Epitaph.  Shoemakers,  footmen, 
threfhers,  milk-maids,  peers,  ftay- 
makers,  have  all  written  verfes, 
fuch  as  defervedly  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  world ;  but  in  the 
poetry  of  thefe  people,  while  there 
was  commonly  fome  genuine  effu- 
fion  of  the  fentirrients  of  agitated 
nature,  fome  exhibition  of  luch 
imagery  as  at  once  impreffed  itfelf 
upon  the  heart ;  there  was  alfo 
C  4  much 
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much  to  be  ever  excufed  in  confi- 
deration  of  their  ignorance,  their 
want  of  tafte,  their  extravagance  of 
fancy,  their  want  or  abufe  of  the 
advantages  of  a  liberal  education. 
Burns  has  no  pardon  to  demand  for 
defeds  of  this  fort,  lie  might 
fcorn  everv  conceffion  which  we  are 
ready  to  grant  to  his  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances,  without  being,  on  this 
account,  reduced  to  relinquifh  any 
part  of  his  claims  to  the  praife  of 
poetical  excellence.  He  touches 
his  lyre,  at  all  times,  with  the  hand 
of  a  matter.  He  demands  to  he 
ranked,  not  with  the  Woodhoufes, 
the  Ducks,  the  Ramfays,  but  with 
the  Miltons,  the  Popes,  the  Grays. 
He  cannot  be  denied  to  have  been 
largely  endowed  with  that  throng 
common  fenfe  which  is  neceflarily 
the  very  lburce  and  principle  of  all 
fine  writing. 

The  next  remarkable  quality  in 
this  man's  character,  feems  to  have 
confided  in  native  ftrength,  ardour, 
and  delicacy  of  feelings,  paffions, 
and  affedions.  Si  vis  me  Jiere  ; 
clolendum  primum  eft  ipji  tibi.  All 
that  is  valuable  in  poetry,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  peculiar  to  it,  comifts 
in  the  effulion  of  particular,  not 
general,  fentiment,  and  in  the  pic¬ 
turing  out  of  particular  imagery. 
But  education,  reading,  a  wide  con- 
verfe  with  men  in  fociety,  the  mod 
extenlive  obfervation  of  external 
nature,  however  ufeful  to  improve, 
cannot,  even  all  combined,  confer 
the  power  of  apprehending  either 
imagery  or  fentiment  with  fuch 
force  and  vivacity  of  conception  as 
may  enable  one  to  imprefs  whatever 
he  may  choofe  upon  the  fouls  of 
others,  with  full,  irreflftible,  eledric 
energy ;  this  is  a  power  which 
nought  can  bellow,  fave  native 
foundnefs,  delicacy,  quicknefs,  ar¬ 


dour,  force  of  thofe  parts  of  our 
bodily  organization,  of  thofe  ener¬ 
gies  in  the  lli  udure  of  our  minds,  on 
which  depend  all  our  fenfations, 
emotions,  appetites,  paffions,  and 
affedions.  Who  ever  knew  a  man 
of  high  original  genius,  whole  fenfes 
were  impelled,  his  feelings  dull  and 
callous,  his  paffions  all  languid  and 
flagnant,  his  affedions  without  ar¬ 
dour,  and  without  cortflancy?  Others 
may  be  artifans,  fpeculatills,  imi¬ 
tators  in  the  fine  arts  :  none  but  the 
man  who  is  thus  richly  endowed  by 
nature,  can  be  a  poet,  an  artift, 
an  illuftrious  inventor  in  philofophy. 
Let  any  perfon  firft.  poffefs  this  ori¬ 
ginal  foundnefs,  vigour,  and  delicacy 
of  the  primary  energies  of  mind  ; 
and  then  let  him  receive  fome  im- 
preffiion  upon  his  imagination,  which 
/hall  excite  a  paffion  for  this  or 
that  particular  purfuit :  he  will 
fcarcely  fail  to  diftinguifh  himfelf 
by  illuftrious  efforts  of  exalted  and 
original  genius.  Without  having, 
firft,  thofe  fimple  ideas  which  belong, 
relpedively,  to  the  different  fenfes, 
no  man  can  ever  foim  for  himfelf 
the  complex  notions,  into  the  com- 
pofition  of  which  fuch  fimple  ideas 
neceflarily  enter.  Never  could  Burns, 
without  this  delicacy,  this  ftrength, 
this  vivacity  of  the  powers  of  bodily 
fenfation,  and  of  mental  feeling, 
which  I  would  here  claim  as  the 
indifpenfable  native  endowments  of 
true  genius — without  thefe,  never 
could  he  have  poured  forth  thofe 
fentiments,  or  pourtrayed  thofe 
images  which  have  fo  powerfully 
imprefied  every  imagination,  and 
penetrated  every  heart.  Almoft  all 
the  fentiments  and  images  diffufed 
throughout  the  poems  of  Burns,  are 
frefh  from  the  mint  of  nature.  He 
lings  what  he  had  himfelf  beheld 
with  interefted  attention— what  he 
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Lad  himfelf  felt  with  keen  emotions 
of  pain  or  pleafure.  Tou  actually 
fee  what  he  defcribes ;  you  more 
than  fympathize  with  his  joys  ; 
your  bofom  is  inflamed  with  all  his 
tire  ;  your  heart  dies  away  within 
you,  infedted  by  the  contagion  of  his 
defpondency.  lie  exalts,  lor  a 
time,  the  genius  of  his  reader  to  the 
elevation  of  his  own  ;  and,  for  the 
moment,  confers  upon  him  all  the 
powers  of  a  poet.  Quotations  were 
endlefs  :  but  any  perfon  of  dilcern- 
ment,  take,  and  feeling,  who  fhall 
carefully  read  over  Burns’s  book, 
will  not  fail  to  difcover,  in  its  every 
page,  abundance  ol  thofe  fentiments 
and  images  to  which  this  obferva- 
tion  relates  it  is  originality  of 
genius,  it  is  foundnefs  of  perception, 
it  is  delicacy  of  paffion,  it  is  general 
vigour  and  impetuofity  of  the  whole 
mind,  by  which  fuch  effe&s  are  pro¬ 
duced.  Others  have  fung,  in  the 
fame  Scottifh  dialect,  and  in  fimilar 
rhymes,  many  of  the  fame  topics 
which  are  celebrated  by  Burns ; 
but,  what  with  Burns  awes  or  fafci- 
nates,  in  the  hands  of  others,  only 
difgufts  by  its  deformity,  or  excites 
contempt  by  its  meannefs  and  unin- 
terelting  fimplicity. 

A  third  quality  which  the  life 
and  the  writings  of  Burns  fliow  to 
have  belonged  to  his  character,  was 
a  quick  and  correct  difcernment  of 
the  diftindtions  between  right  and 
wrong — between  truth  and  false¬ 
hood;  and  this,  accompanied  with 
a  paffionate  preference  of  whatever 
was  right  and  true,  with  an  indig¬ 
nant  abhorrence  of  whatever  was 
falfe  and  morally  wrong.  It  is  true 
that  he  did  not  always  Iteadily 
diftinguith  and  efchew  the  evils  of 
drunkennefs  and  licentious  wlove  ;  it 
is  true  that  thefe,  at  times,  feem  to 
obtain  even  the  approbation  ol  his 


mufe :  but  there  remains  in  his 
works  enough  to  (how,  that  his 
cooler  reafon,  and  all  his  better 
feelings,  earneftly  rejected  thofe  gay 
vices  which  he  could  fometimes, 
unhappily,  allow  himfelf  to  pradtife, 
and  fometimes  to  recommend  to 
others,  by  the  charms  which  his 
imagination  lent  them.  What  was 
it  but  the  clear  and  ardent  difcri- 
ruination  of  juftice  from  injuftice, 
which  infpired  that  indignation  with 
which  his  heart  often  burned,  when 
he  law  thofe  exalted  by  fortune, 
who  were  not  exalted  by  their 
merits  ?  His  Cottar's  Saturday 
Night,  and  all  his  grave  poems, 
breathe  a  rich  vein  of  the  moft  ami¬ 
able,  yet  manly,  and  even  delicately 
corredt  morality.  In  his  pieces  ol 
fa  tire,  and  of  lighter  humour,  it  is 
Hill  upon  the  accurate  and  paffionate 
difcernment  of  faliehood,  and  of 
moral  turpitude,  that  his  ridicule 
turns.  Other  poets  are  often  as 
remarkable  for  the  incorredtnefs,  or 
even  the  abfurdity  of  their  general 
truths,  as  for  interefting  fublimity, 
or  tendernefs  of  fentiment,  or  for 
pidturefque  fplendour  of  imagery ; 
Burns  is  not  lefs  happy  in  teaching 
general  truths,  than  in  that  difplay 
of  fentiment  and  imagery,  which 
more  peculiarly  belongs  to  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  poet.  Burns's  mora¬ 
lity  deferves  this  high  praife — that 
it  is  not  a  fyftem  merely  of  difcre- 
tion ;  it  is  not  founded  upon  any 
fcheme  of  fuperftition;  but  feems  to 
have  always  its  fource,  and  the  teft 
bv  which  it  is  to  be  tried,  in  the 
moft  diffufive  benevolence,  and  in  a 
regard  for  the  univerfal  good. 

The  only  other  leading  feature  of 
character  that  appears  to  be  ftrik- 
ingly  difplayed  in  the  life  and  writ¬ 
ings  of  Burns,  is  a  lofty-minded 
confcioufnefs  of  his  own  talents 
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and  merits.  Hence  the  fierce  and 
contemptuous  afperity  of  his  fatire; 
the  fallen  and  gloomy  dignity  of  his 
complaints,  addreffed,  not  fo  much 
to  alarm  the  foul  of  pity,  as  to 
reproach  injuftiee,  and  to  make 
fortunate  bafenels  (brink  abafhed ; 
that  general  gravity  and  elevation 
of  his  fentiments,  which  admits  no 
humbly  infmuating  fportivenefs  of 
wit,  which  fcorns  all  compromife 
between  the  right  and  the  expedient, 
which  decides  with  the  authori¬ 
tative  voice  of  a  judge,  from  whom 
there  is  no  appeal,  upon  eharaders, 
principles,  and  events,  whenever 
they  prefent  themfelves  to  notice. 
From  his  works,  as  from  his  con- 
verfation  and  manners,  pride  feems 
to  have  excluded  the  effufions  of 
vanity.  In  the  compofttion,  or  cor- 
redion  of  his  poetry,  he  never  fuf- 
fered  the  judgment,  even  of  his  moil 
refpedable  friends,  to  didate  to 
him.  This  line  in  one  of  his  poems 
(u  When  I  look  back  on  profpeds 
drear  was  criticifed  ;  blit  he  would 
not  condefcend  either  to  reply  to 
the  criticifm,  or  to  alter  the  expref- 
fion.  Not  a  few  of  his  fmaller 
pieces  are  fufficiently  trivial,  vulgar, 
and  hackneyed  in  the  thought,  are 
fueh  as  the  pride  of  genius  fhould 
have  difdained  to  write,  or,  at 
lead,  to  publifh  ;  but  there  is  reafon 
•to  believe  that  he  defpifed  fuch 
pieces,  even  while  he  wrote  and 
publifhed  them  ;  that  it  was  rather 
in  regard  to  the  effeds  they  had 
already  produced  upon  hearers  and 
readers,  than  from  apy  overweening 
opinion  of  their  intrinfic  worth,  he 
fuffered  them  to  be  printed.  His 
wit  is  always  dignified  :  he  is  not  a 
merry-andrew  in  a  motley  coat, 
fporting  before  you  for  your  diver- 
fion  ;  but  a  hero,  or  a  philofopber, 
deigning  to  admit  you  to  witnefs 


his  relaxations,  ftill  exercifing  the 
great  energies  of  his  foul,  and  little 
caring,  at  the  moment,  whether  you 
do,  or  do  not,  cordially  fympathize 
with  his  feelings. 

His  poems  may  be  all  diftributed 
into  the  two  claffes  of  paftorals  and 
pieces  upon  common  life  and  man- 
ners.  In  the  former  clafs,  I  include 
all  thofe  in  which  rural  imagery, 
and  the  manners  and  fentiments 
of  nifties  are  chiefly  deferibed  :  in 
the  latter,  I  would  comprehend  his 
epigrams,  epiftles,  and,  in  fhort,  all 
thofe  pieces  in  which  the  imagery 
and  fentiments  are  drawn  from  the 
condition  and  appearances  of  com¬ 
mon  life,  without  any  particular 
reference  to  the  country.  It  is  in 
the  firft  clafs  that  the  moft  excellent 
of  his  poems  are  certainly  to  be 
found.  Thofe  few  pieces  which  he 
feems  to  have  attempted  in  the 
Della  Crufca  ftyle,  appear  to  me  to 
be  the  leaft  commendable  of  all  his 
writings  ;  he  ufually  employs  thofe 
forms  of  verfification  which  have 
been  ufed  chiefly  by  the  former 
writers  of  poetry  in  the  Scottifh 
dialed,  and  by  fome  of  the  elder 
Engiifh  poets.  His  phrafeology  is 
evidently  drawn  from  thofe  books  of 
Engiifh  poetry  which  were  in  his 
hands,  from  the  writings  of  former 
Scottifh  poets,  and  from  thofe  un¬ 
written  ftores  of  the  Scottifh  dialed, 
which  became  known  to  him,  in  the 
converfation  of  his  fellow  peafants. 
Some  other  late  writers  in  the  Scot¬ 
tifh  dialed  feem  to  think,  that  not 
to  write  Engiifh  is  certainly  to 
write  Scottifh  :  Burns,  avoiding  this 
error,  hardly  ever  tranfgrefi’ed  the 
propriety  of  Engiifh  grammar,  ex¬ 
cept  in  compliance  with  the  long- 
accuftomed  variations  of  the  genuine 
Scottifh  dialed. 

From  the  preceding  detail  of  the 
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particulars  of  this  poet’s  life,  the 
reader  will  naturally  and  juftly  in¬ 
fer  him  to  have  been  an  honeft, 
proud,  warm-hearted  man  ;  of  high 
paffions,  and  found  underftanding, 
and  a  vigorous  and  excurftve  ima¬ 
gination.  lie  was  never  known  to 
defcend  to  any  aft  of  deliberate 
meannefs.  In  Dumfries  he  retain¬ 
ed  many  refpe&able  friends,  even 
to  the  laft.  It  may  be  doubted 
whether  he  has  not,  by  his  writings, 
exercifed  a  greater  power  over  the 
minds  of  men,  and,  by  confequence, 
on  their  conduct,  upon  their  happi- 
nefs  and  mlfery,  and  upon  the  ge¬ 
neral  fyftem  of  life,  than  has  been 
exerciled  by  any  half  dozen  of  the 
molt  eminent  ftatefmeo.  of  the  pre- 
fent  age.  The  power  of  the  ftatef- 
man  is  but  fhadowy,  fo  far  as  it  acts 
upon  externals  alone  :  the  power  of 
the  writer  of  genius  fubdues  the  heart 
and  the  underftanding,  and  hav¬ 
ing  thus  made  the  very  fpring  of  ac¬ 
tion  its  own,  through  them  moulds 
a  1  mo  ft  all  life  and  nature  at  its 
plealure.  Burns  has  not  failed  to 
command  one  remarkable  fort  of 
homage,  fuch  as  is  never  paid  but 
to  great  original  genius :  a  crowd 
of  poe tubers  ftarted  up  to  imitate 
him,  by  writing  verfes  as  he  had 
done,  in  the  Scottifh  dialed ;  but, 
0  imitator es  !  fervum  pecus  !  To 
perfons  to  whom  the  Scottifh  dia¬ 
lect,  and  the  cuftoms  and  manners 
of  rural  life  in  Scotland,  have  no 
charm,  I  lhall  poffibly  appear  to 
have  faid  too  much  about  Burns  : 
By  thofe  who  pafiionately  admire 
him,  I  (hall,  perhaps,  be  blamed,  as 
having  faid  too  little. 

June,  1797. 


Life  of  Charles  Bonnet,  of' 
Geneva . 

From  the  fame „ 

THIS  celebrated  philofopher  was 
born  at  Geneva,  on  the  13th  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  1720.  His 
anceftors,  who  were  compelled  to 
emigrate  from  France,  in  the  year 
1572,  after  the  dreadful  (laughter 
of  St.  Bartholomew’s  day,  eftab- 
lifhed  themfelves  at  Geneva.  His 
grandfather  was  advanced  to  the 
magiftracy,  in  that  city,  and  he 
adorned  an  eminent  ftation.  His 
father,  who  preferred  the  ftation  of 
a  private  citizen,  paid  unremitted 
attention  to  the  education  of  his 
fon.  M.  Bonnet  recompenfed,  at  a 
very  early  period,  his  father’s  affi- 
duity,  by  the  amiablenefs  of  his 
difpofition,  and  the  rapid  progrefs 
he  made  in  general  literature.  When 
he  was  about  fixteen  years  of  age, 
he  applied  himfelf,  with  great  eager- 
nefs,  to  the  perufal  of  Le  Spectacle 
de  la  Nature,  and  this  work  made 
fuch  a  deep'inipreffion  on  his  mind, 
that  it  may  be  faid  to  have  direded 
the  tafte  and  the  ftudies  of  his  fu¬ 
ture  life.  What  that  publication 
had  commenced,  was  confirmed 
the  work  of  La  Pluche ;  but  having 
accidentally  feen  the  treatife  of 
Reaumur  upon  in  feds,  he  was  in  a 
tranfport  of  joy.  He  was  very  im¬ 
patient  to  procure  the  book,  but,  as 
the  only  copy  in  Geneva  belonged 
to  a  public  library,  and  as  the  li¬ 
brarian  was  reludant  to  entruft  it 
in  the  hands  of  a  youth,  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  that  he  could 
obtain  his  end. 

By  the  poffeffion  of  this  treafure, 
our  affiduous  youth  was  enabled  to 
make  feveral  new  and  curious  expe¬ 
riments,  which  he  communicated 
to  Reaumur  himfelf;  and  the  high 
applaufe  he  gained,  from  fo  great 

a  naturalift, 
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a  naturalift,  added  frefh  vigour  to 
his  affiduity. 

In  compliance  with  his  father’s 
defires,  he  applied  himfelf,  though 
with  much  reluctance,  to  the  ftudy 
of  the  law.  The  works  of  Burla- 
raaqui  pleafed  him  the  molt,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  perfpicuous  and  phi- 
lofophic  manner  in  which  the  fub- 
jeX  was  treated;  the  inftitutes  of 
Keineccius  gave  him  fome  courage 
alfo,  as  he  perceived  order  and  con¬ 
nexion  ;  but  the  Roman  Law  terri¬ 
fied  him  as  the  Hydra  of  Lerna. 
Notwithlianding  his  application  to 
thefe  authors,  he  ftill  continued  at¬ 
tached  to  natural  hiftory,  and  was 
very  aXive  in  making  experiments. 
The  experiments  which  demonftrate 
that  tree-lice  propagate  without 
copulation,  was  communicated  by 
Reaumur  to  the  Academy  of  Sci¬ 
ences,  and  this  circumftance  occa- 
fioned  an  epiflolary  correfpondence 
between  M.  Bonnet  and  that  great 
naturalift,  This  was,  doubtlefs,  very 
flattering  to  a  youth  of  twenty 
years.  The  letter  of  Reaumur  was 
accompanied  with  a  prefent  of  that 
very  book  which  he  had  borrowed, 
with  fo  much  difficulty,  two  years 
before. 

Animated  by  fuch  diftinguifhed 
marks  of  approbation,  he  diligently 
employed  every  moment  he  could 
ileal  from  the  ftudy  of  jurifprudence 
to  the  completion  of  his  natural 
hiftory  of  the  tree-loufe ;  to  expe¬ 
riments  on  the  refpiration  of  cater¬ 
pillars  and  butterflies,  which  he  dif- 
eovered  to  be  effeXed  by  ftigmata, 
or  lateral  pores;  to  an  examination 
of  the  conftruXion  of  the  tinea,  or 
tapeworm ;  in  frequent  correfpon- 
dence  with  Reaumur ;  and  in  affift- 
ing  Trembley  in  his  dilcoveries,  and 
publication  concerning  millepedes, 
&c.  Having,  in  the  year  1743, 


obtained  the  degree  of  doXor  of 

laws,  he  reiinquifhed  a  purfuit  which 

he  had  commenced  with  fo  much 

reluXance.  In  the  fame  vear  he 

* 

was  admitted  a  fellow  of  the  R.oyal 
Society,  to  which  he  had  commu- 
nicafed  a  treatife  on  infeXs. 

Bonnet  being  now  liberated  from 
his  other  purfuits,  applied  himfelf, 
without  intermiffion,  to  colleXing 
together  his  experiments  and  obfer- 
vations  concerning  the  tree-loufe 
and  the  worm,  which  he  publilhed 
in  1744,  under  the  title  of  InfeXo- 
logy.  This  work  acquired  deferved 
approbation  from  the  public,  and 
was  honoured  by  the  commenda¬ 
tion  of  the  celebrated  B.  de  Juffieu. 
He  was  reproached,  however,  in  a 
periodical  publication,  with  having 
paid  too  little  attention  to  the  deli¬ 
cacy  of  his  reader ;  though  his 
patience  and  accuracy  were  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  deferving  of  praife. 
Such  unremitted  application  and 
labour  could  not  fail  of  becoming 
injurious  to  his  health.  Inflamma¬ 
tions,  nervous  fever,  fore  eyes,  &e. 
compelled  him  to  relinquifli  the  ufe 
of  the  microfcope  and  the  ftudy  of 
infeXs.  This  prevention  was  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  mortifying  to  a  man  of  his 
tafte  and  aXivity  of  mind,  that  he 
was  thrown  into  a  deep  melancholy, 
which  could  only  be  fubdued  by  the 
refolution  infpired  by  philofophy, 
and  the  conlolations  of  religion: 
thefe  gradually  roufed  him  .from  a 
dejeXed  ftate  of  mind.  About  the 
end  of  the  year  1746,  our  philofo- 
pher  was  chofen  member  of  the  Li¬ 
terary  Inftitution  at  Bologna,  which 
introduced  him  to  a  correfpondence 
with  the  famed  Zanotti,  who  may 
be  deemed  the  Fontenelle  of  Italy. 

In  the  year  1747,  he  undertook  a 
very  difficult  work  on  the  leaves  of 
plants ;  which,  of  all  his  publica¬ 
tions 
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liens  in  natural  hiftory,  bore  the 
ftrongeft  marks  of  originality,  both 
with  refped  to  the  manner  in  which 
his  experiments  were  made,  and 
the  difcoveries  refulting  from  them. 
His  extreme  attachment  to  natural 
hiftory  gradually  led  him  to  a  ftudy 
of  a  very  different  nature :  fpeeula- 
tive  philofophy  now  engaged  his 
whole  attention.  The  firft  fruits  of 
his  meditations  in  this  department, 
was  his  Effay  on  Pfychology.  In 
this  work,  the  principal  fads  ob- 
fervable  in  human  nature,  and  the 
confequences  refulting  from  them, 
are  Hated  in  a  concife  and  confpi  * 
cuous  manner.  He  contemplated 
man,  from  the  firft  moment  of  his 
exiftence,  and  purfued  the  develope- 
raent  of  his  fenfes  and  faculties, 
from  fimple  growth  up  to  intelli¬ 
gence.  The  work,  which  was  pub- 
liftied  without  his  name,  met  with 
great  oppofition,  and  was  criticifed 
with  feverity ;  but  the  cenfures  were 
direded  more  againft  his  expref- 
fions  than  his  principles,  nor  were 
they  of  fufficient  importance  to  im¬ 
pede  the  general  acceptance  of  the 
publication. 

His  analyfis  of  the  mental  facul¬ 
ties  was  (imply  a  developement  of 
the  ideas  contained  in  the  preceding 
work.  It  engaged  his  inceffant  at¬ 
tention  for  the  fpace  of  five  years ; 
nor  was  it  completed  before  1759. 
It  is  fomewhat  fingular,  that  both 
he  and  the  abbe  de  Condillac  ftiould 
have  illuftrated  their  principles  by 
the  fuppofition  of  a  ftatue,  organ¬ 
ized  like  the  human  body,  which 
they  conceived  to  he  gradually  in- 
fpired  with  a  foul,  and  the  progref- 
five  developement  of  whole  powers 
they  carefully  traced.  In  the  year 
3760,  this  work  was  publifhed  at 
Copenhagen,  by  order  and  at  the 
expence  of  Frederick  V ;  and  it  was 


followed,  in  1762,  by  contempla¬ 
tions  on  organized  bodies.  In  this 
the  author  had  three  principal  ob- 
jeds  before  him :  the  firft  was  to 
give  a  concife  view  of  every  thing 
which  appears  interefting  in  natural 
hiftory,'  refpeding  the  origin,  deve¬ 
lopement,  and  re-produdion  of  or¬ 
ganized  bodies  ;  the  fecond  was,  to 
confute  the  two  different  fyftems 
founded  upon  the  Epjgenefis;  and 
the  third,  was  to  explain  the  fyftem 
of  germs,  indicate  the  ground  upon 
which  it  was  founded,  its  corre Im¬ 
pendence  with  fads,  and  the  confe¬ 
quences  refulting  from  it.  This 
work  was  received  with  much  fa- 
tisfadion  by  natural  philofophers. 
The  academy  of  Berlin,  which  had 
propofed  the  fame  fubjed,  as  a 
prize-queftion  for  1761,  declared 
that  they  confidered  the  treatife  as 
the  offspring  of  clofe  obfervation 
and  profound  reafoning;  and  that 
the  author  would  have  had  an  indu¬ 
bitable  right  to  the  prize,  if  he  had 
confined  his  labours  to  the  precife 
ftatement  of  the  quefti'on.  It  muft 
alio  be  recorded,  to  the  honour  of 
the  great  Malefiierbes,  that  he  re¬ 
verted  the  interdid  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  cenfor  had  laid  upon  this  book, 
under  the  pretext  that  it  contained 
dangerous  principles. 

The  Contemplations  of  Nature 
appeared  in  1764.  In  this  work,  the 
author  firft  enlarged  upon  the  com¬ 
mon  conceptions  entertained  con¬ 
cerning  the  exiftence  and  perfec¬ 
tions  of  God;  and  of  the  order  and 
uniformity  obfervable  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  He  next  defeends  to  man, 
examines  the  parts  of  his  compofi- 
tion,  and  the  various  capacities  with 
which  lie  is  endowed.  He  next 
proceeds  to  the  plants;  affembles 
and  deferibes  the  laws  of  their  eco¬ 
nomy  ;  and,  finally,  he  examines 

the 
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the  infers,  indicates  the  principal 
cireumftanees  in  which  they  differ 
from  larger  animals,  and  points  out 
the  phiiofophical  inferences  that 
may  legitimately  be  deduced  from 
thefe  differences ;  and  he  concludes 
with  obfervations  refpebting  the  in- 
duftry  of  infers.  This  work  being 
of  a  popular  nature,  the  author 
fpared  no  pains  in  bellowing  upon 
it  thofe  ornaments  of  which  it  was 
fufceptible.  The  principles  which 
he  thus  discovered  and  explained, 
induced  him  to  plan  a  fyftem  of 
moral  philofophy;  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  ideas,  confifted  folely  in 
the  obfervance  of  that  relation  in 
which  man  is  placed,  refpebting  all 
the  beings  that  furround  him.  The 
firft  branch  would  have  compre¬ 
hended  various  means,  which  phi¬ 
lofophy  and  the  medical  fcienee 
have  difcovered,  for  the  prevention 
of  difeafe,  the  prelervation  and  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  corporeal  powers, 
and  the  better  exertion  of  their 
force :  in  the  fecond,  he  propofed 
to  ihow,  that  natural  philofophy 
has  a  powerful  tendency  to  embei- 
lifii  and  improve  our  mind,  and 
augment  the  number  of  our  rational 
amufements,  while  it  is  replete  with 
beneficial  effecls,  refpebting  the  fo- 
ciety  at  large.  To  manifeft  the  in¬ 
validity  of  opinions,  merely  hypo¬ 
thetical,  he  undertook,  in  the  third 
place,  to  examine,  whether  there 
were  not  truths  within  the  compals 
of  human  knowledge,  to  which  the 
moft  fceptical  philofopher  muff  be 
compelled  to  yield  his  affent,  and 
which  might  ferve  as  the  bafis  of 
all  our  reafonings  concerning  man 
and  his  various  relations.  He  then 
would  have  di rebled  his  attention 
to  a  firft  caufe,  and  have  manifefted 
how  greatly  the  idea  of  a  deity, 
and  fupreme  law-giver,  favoured 


the  conclufions  which  reafon  had 
drawn  from  the  nature  and  proper¬ 
ties  of  things  ;  but  it  is  deeply  to 
be  regretted  that  his  health,  im¬ 
paired  by  inceffant  labour,  would 
not  permit  him  to  complete  the 
defign. 

o 

His  laft  publication  was  the  Pa- 
lingenefis,  which  treats  of  the  prior 
exiftence  and  future  ftate  of  living 
beings. 

Of  his  publications  in  natural 
hiftory,  thofe  deemed  the  moft  ex¬ 
cellent,  are,  his  treatife  on  the  belt 
Means  of  preferving  Infects  and 
Fifh,  in  Cabinets  of  Natural  Hif- 
torv;  a  Differtation  on  the  Loves 
of  the  Plants;  fundry  pieces  on  the 
experiments  of  Spallanzani,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Reproduction  of  the 
Head  of  the  Snail ;  a  Differtation 
on  the  Pipa,  or  Surinam  toad  ;  and 
different  Treatifes  on  Bees. 

In  the  year  1783,  he  was  elected 
honorary  member  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences,  at  Paris ;  and  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  and  the  Belles 
Lettres,  at  Berlin. 

Much  of  his  time  was  employed 
in  a  very  extenfive  correfpondence 
with  fome  of  the  moft  celebrated 
natural  philofophers  and  others.  Of 
this  number  were  Reaumur;  De 
Geer,  the  Reaumur  of  Sweden  ;  Du 
Hamel;  the  learned  Haller;  the 
experimental  philofopher  Spallan¬ 
zani;  VanSwieten;  Merian  ;  and 
that  ornament  of  Switzerland,  the 
great  Lambert.  He  entertained, 
however,  the  utmoft  averfion  to 
controverfy.  He  thought  that  no 
advantage  to  be  obtained  by  it 
could  compenfate  for  the  lofs  of 
that  repofe  which  he  valued,  with 
Newton,  as  the  rein  prorfus  fub- 
Jlantialem,  He  never  anfwered  re¬ 
marks  that  were  made  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  his  writings,  but  left  the 
4  decifion 
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decifion  with  the  public :  yet,  ever 
ready  to  acknowledge  his  errors, 
he  was  fmcerely  thankful  to  every 
one  who  contributed  to  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  his  works.  He  was  ufed  to 
fay,  that  -one  confeffion,  I  was  in 
the  wrong,  is  of  more  value  than  a 
thoufand  ingenious  confutations. 

His  literary  occupations,  and  the 
care  he  was  obliged  to  take  of  his 
health,  prevented  him  from  travel¬ 
ling.  He  delighted  in  retirement, 
and  every  hour  was  occupied  the 
improvement  of  his  mind.  The  lad 
twenty-five  years  of  his  life  were 
fpent  in  the  fame  rural  fituation 
where  he  had  paffed  the  greater 
part  of  his  early  days;  yet,  not- 
withftanding  the  purfuit  of  litera¬ 
ture  was  his  fupreme  delight,  he 
never  refufed  to  fufpend  his*  ftudies, 
when  the  good  of  his  country  fee  tri¬ 
ed  to  demand  his  fervices. 

He  was  chofen,  in  1752,  member 
of  the  Grand  Council,  in  the  repub¬ 
lic  of  Geneva  ;  and  he  afiified  regu¬ 
larly  at  their  deliberations,  till  the 
year  1768,  where  he  diftinguilhed 
himfelf  by  his  eloquence,  his  mode¬ 
ration,  united  with  firmnefs;  by  his 
good  fenfe  and  penetration,  in  cafes 
of  difficulty  ;  and  by  the  zeal  with 
which  he  endeavoured  to  reclaim 
his  fellow  citizens  to  that  ancient 
fimplicity  of  manners  which  had 
been  fo  conducive  to  the  welfare  oi 
the  ftate,  and  to  the  love  of  virtue, 
and  fo  efiential  to  the  exigence  of  ge¬ 
nuine  liberty.  His  conduct,  in  every 
cafe,  was  confident  with  his  princi¬ 
ples.  He  took  no  pains  to  accu¬ 
mulate  wealth,  but  remained  fatis- 
fied  with  a  fortune  equal  to  his  mo¬ 
derate  wants,  and  to  the  exercile  of 
his  benevolence.  The  perfect  cor- 
refpondence  between  his  extenfive 
knowledge  and  virtuous  deeds,  pro* 
cured  him  univerfal  efteem. 


In  the  year  1788,  evident  fymp- 
toms  of  an  hydrops  pedloris  mani- 
feded  themfelves ;  and  from  this 
time  he  gradually  declined.  He 
fuftained  his  indifpofition  with  un- 
remitted  cheerfulnefs  and  compo- 
fure.  After  various  fludluations, 
ufual  in  that  complaint,  he  died,  on 
the  20th  of  May,  1793,  in  the 
feventy  third  year  of  his  age ;  re¬ 
taining  his  prefence  of  mind  to  the 
lad  moment;  adminidering  comfort 
to  furrounding  friends  and  relatives ; 
and  attempting  to  alleviate  the  dif- 
trefs  of  his  difconfolaie  wife,  in 
whofe  arms  he  expired. 

As  a  demond ration  of  the  high 
value  placed  upon  his  labours  and 
talents,  by  the  literari,  we  have 
only  to  remark,  that  he  was  mem¬ 
ber  of  moft  of  the  learned  focieties 
of  Europe. 


Sketch  of  the  Female  Economy  of 
the  Seraglio,  and  of  the  real  Con¬ 
dition  of  the  Female  Sex  at  Con- 
dantinople, 

[ From  Dallawaf-s  Conftantinople , 
Ancient  and  Modern .] 

“  THE  inhabitants  of  the  fera- 
glio  exceed  fix  thoufand,  of  which 
about  five  hundred  are  women. 
Many  who  are  employed  there 
during  the  day,  have  their  houfes 
and  families  in  the  city. 

“  When  the  fultan  comes  to  the 
throne  the  grandees  prefent  him 
with  virgin  fiaves,  who,  they  hope, 
may  become  their  patroneffes.— - 
From  thefe  principally,  fix  are  then 
chofen,  who  are  ftyled  Kadmns,  but 
the  late  fultan  Abdul-hamid  added 
a  feventh.  The  fird  of  them  who 
gives  an  heir  to  the  empire  becomes 
the  favourite,  and  has  the  title  oi 
Haffeky-SuMn.  There  are  many 

others 
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others  in  the  harem,  but  they  fel- 
dom  are  buffered  to  infringe  the  ex- 
clufive  privilege  of  producing  heirs 
to  the  empire,  which  the  kadinns 
claim ;  for  with  the  others  the 
moil  infamous  means  of  prevention 
are  forcibly  adopted.  If  the  child 
of  the  firft  haffeky-fultan  fhould 
die,  her  precedence  is  loft.  The  old 
ftory  of  the  ladies  handing  in  a  row, 
and  the  fuitarfs  throwing  his  hand¬ 
kerchief  to  his  choice,  is  not  true. 
His  preference  is  always  officially 
communicated  by  the  kiflhr-agha. 

44  So  dependent  is  opinion  upon 
education  and  the  early  habits  of 
life,  that  the  ftate  of  female  fociety 
in  the  feraglio,  is  to  themfelves  that 
of  the  molt  perfect  happinefs.  It 
was  ordained  by  Mahommed,  that 
women  fhould  not  be  treated  as  in- 
telle&ual  beings,  left  they  fhould 
afpire  to  equality  with  men.  This 
fyftem  he  found  already  prevalent 
in  the  eaft,  and  received  by  his 
converts,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
charged  with  having  curtailed  their 
liberty  and  focial  intercourfe.  — 
Throughout  Turkey,  in  every  rank 
of  life,  the  women  are  literally  chil¬ 
dren  of  larger  growth,  as  trifling  in 
their  amufements,  as  unbounded  in 
their  defires,  and  as  abfolutely  at 
the  difpofal  of  others,  being  confl- 


dered  by  the  men  merely  as  created 
for  the  purpofes  of  nature,  or  fexual 
luxury.  None  of  our  miftakes  con¬ 
cerning  the  opinion  of  the  Turks, 
is  more  unjuft  than  that  which 
refpeds  the  notion  attributed  to 
them,  that  women  have  no  fouls ; 
on  the  other  hand,  they  are  pio- 
mifed  in  the  Korhn  to  be  reftored 
with  all  the  charms  of  eternal 
youth  and  unblemifhed  virginity, 
and  what,  in  many  inftances,  may 
heighten  the  idea  of  perfect  para- 
dife  to  themlelves,  not  again  to  be 
united  with  their  former  earthly 
hulbands,  but  to  be  allotted  to  other 
true  mufulmans  by  the  benevolence 
of  the  prophet. 

44  The  females  of  the  feraglio 
are  chiefly  Georgian  or  Circadian 
flaves,  feleded  from  all  that  are 
either  privately  bought,  or  expofed 
to  fale  in  the  Avret  Bazar  *,  and, 
for  many  reafons,  are  admitted  at 
an  early  age.  We  may  readily  con¬ 
clude  that  an  affemblage  of  native 
beauty  fo  exquifite,  does  not  exift  in 
any  other  place. 

44  The  education  of  thefe  girls  is 
very  fcrupuloufly  attended  to  ;  they 
are  taught  to  dance  with  more 
luxuriance  than  grace,  to  flag  and 
to  play  on  the  tambourin,  a  fpecies 
of  guitar;  arid  fome  of  them  excel 


«  *  Avret  Bazar  (woman  market)  conftfts  of  an  inclofed  court,  with  a  cloilter 
and  fmall  apartments  furrounding  it.  It  is  l’upplied  by  female  flaves  brought  from 
iEgypt,  Abyffinia,  Georgia,  and  Circaffia,  who  are  expofed  to  public  fale  every  Friday 
morning.  Thole  from  the  firft  mentioned  countries  are  generally  purchaled  for  domeltic 
fervices,  which,  in  a  menial  capacity,  no  Turkifli  woman  will  condefcend  to  perform; 
their  perfons  or  countenances  are  rarely  beautiful,  and  their  price  feldom  fetches  forty 
pounds  Englilh.  The  exquifite  beauty  of  the  others  is  enhanced  by  every  art  of  drels 
and  oriental  accomplilhments,  and  they  are  ufually  fold  for  feveraf  thoufand  piaftres. 
Many  are  relerved  for  the  feraglio,  where,  though  they  are  confidered  as  molt  fortu¬ 
nate,  they  are  moft  frequently  facrificed.  Intrigues  are  concealed  by  the  application 
of  poifonous  drugs  which  often  occafion  death,  and  upon  dete6tion  of  pregnancy  they' 
are  inftantly  drowned.  One  ftiudders  to  relate  how  many  of  thefe  victims  are  taken 
out  into  the  fea  at  the  dead  of  the  night,  and  committed  to  the  deep.  Formerly,  the 
Avret  Bazar  was  open  to  Franks,  who  were  fuppofed  to  purchale  flaves  in  order  to  re¬ 
deem  them,  but  they  are  now  excluded,  by  order  of  the  prefent  fultan’s  father. 
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in  embroidery.  This  arrangement 
is  conducted  folelv  bv  the  elder 

\j 

women,  though  from  the  taffe  for 
European  falhions,  which  fultan 
Selim  openly  avows,  fome  Greek 
women  have  been  lately  introduced 
to  teach  them  the  harp  and  piano¬ 
forte,  which  they  had  learned  for 
that  purpofe.  Amongft  the  five 
hundred  already  mentioned  the  kil- 
lar-agba  precisely  fettles  all  prece¬ 
dence.  Some  are  difqualified  by 
a«e  from  the  notice  oi  the  lultan, 
and  of  thofe  who  are  confidered  as 
wives  there  are  four  ;  he  is  re  ft  r  idled 
to  feven,  but  as  to  concubines  there 
is  no  legal  limitation,  and  their 
number  depends  on  the  inclination 
of  their  fublime  matter.  The  fu- 
periors  fpend  their  time  in  a  feries 
of  fedentary  amufements.  Drefs, 
the  mod  fumptuous  that  can  be 
imagined,  changed  frequently  in  the 
oourfe  of  the  day,  the  molt  mag¬ 
nificent  apartments  and  furniture, 
vifits  of  ceremony  with  each  other, 
and  the  ineeftant  homage  of  their 
fuhordinate  companions,  fill  their 
minds  with  a  fort  of  fupine  happi- 
nefs,  which  indeed  is  all  that  mott 
Turkilh  women  alpire  to,  or  are 
qualified  to  experience. 

Sometimes,  as  an  indulgence, 
they  are  permitted  to  go  to  the 
kiofques  near  the  lea,  of  which  cir- 
cumftance  the  officers  of  police  are 
informed,  that  no  vettel  Ihould  ap¬ 
proach  too  ftear  the  feraglio  point. 
Every  fummer  the  fultan  vifits  his 
palaces  in  rotation  for  a  fhort  time 
with  his  harem,  when  every  pals 
and  avenue,  within  three  or  five 
miles  diftance,  is  guarded  fierce 
boftandjis*  left  the  approach  of 
any  male  being  fhould  contaminate 
them. 

*  The  fultan’ 
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“  They  depend  entirely  upon 
their  female  Haves  for  amufements 
which  have  any  thing  like  gaiety 
for  their  objeft,  and  recline  on  their 
fofas  for  hours,  whilft  dancing,  co¬ 
medy,  and  buffoonery,  as  indelicate 
as  our  vulgar  puppet  Ihow,  are  ex¬ 
hibited  before  them.  Greek  and 
Frank  ladies  occafionally  vilit  them, 
whole  hulbands  are  connedted  with 
the  Porte  as  merchants  or  inter¬ 
preters,  under  pretence  of  (hewing 
them  curioftties  from  Europe, — 
From  fuch  opportunities  all  the  ac¬ 
curate  information  concerning  the 
interior  palace  mutt  be  colledted, 
and  to  luch  I  am,  at  prefent,  in¬ 
debted. 

“  The  articles  of  female  habili¬ 
ment  are  infinite,  both  as  to  colt 
and  number;  but  change  oi  falhion 
is  adopted  only  for  the  head  attire, 
which  happens  with  fcarcely  lefs 
frequency  than  in  the  courts  of 
Europe.  They  are  imitated  by  the 
Greek  ladies,  whofe  drefs  differs  lit¬ 
tle  from  theirs;  but  the  original 
Greek  drefs,  rather  than  of  the 
Turkilh  harem,  is  that  defcribed  by 
lady  M.  Worthy  Montague.  Both 
the  ftyle  of  beauty,  and  the  idea  of 
improving  its  effect  by  ornament 
amongft  the  Ottoman  women,  have 
much  ffngularity.  Oi  the  few  I 
have  feen  with  an  open  veil,  or 
without  one,  the  faces  were  re¬ 
markable  for  their  fymmetry  and 
brilliant  complexion,  with  the  nofe 
ftraight  and  fmall,  the  eyes  viva¬ 
cious,  either  black  or  dark  blue, 
having  the  eye-brows,  partly  from 
nature,  and  as  much  from  art,  very- 
full  and  joining  over  the  nofe.— 
They  have  a  cuffom  too  of  draw¬ 
ing  a  black  line  with  a  mixture 
of  powder  of  antimony  and  oil, 
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called  Surmeh,  above  and  under  the 
eye-la(hes,  in  order  to  give  the  eye 
more  fiie.  Of  the  diape  and  air 
little  can  be  laid  from  our  idea 
of  lovelinefs.  All  the  Levantine 
women,  from  their  mode  of  fitting 
on  their  fofa,  hoop  extremely,  and 
walk  very  aukwardly.  Warm  baths 
uled  without  moderation,  and  unre¬ 
lieved  idienefs,  Spoil  in  molt  instan¬ 
ces,  by  a  complete  relaxation  of 
the  folids,  forms  that  nature  in¬ 
tended  Should  rival  the  elegance  of 
their  countenances.  The  nails  both 
of  the  Ungers  and  feet  are  always 
Stained  of  a  rofe  colour.  Such  is 
the  talle  of  Asiatics.  The  discri¬ 
minative  trait  of  beauty  between 
the  Circaffian  and  Greek  women,  is 
the  more  majeftic  air  and  ltature  of 
the  former,  while  the  latter  excel 
upon  a  Smaller  Scale,  no  lefs  in  bril¬ 
liancy  of  complexion,  than  in  Sym¬ 
metry  and  delicacy  of  form.  The 
Statues  of  Juno,  Minerva,  or  the 
Amazons,  are  contrasted  by  that  «if 
the  Medicean  Yenus.  Both  very 
generally  anfwer  to  Homer’s  de¬ 
scription*,  of  ‘  the  full-eyed/  and  ‘  the 
deep  bofomed/ 

“  In  the  Streets  of  Constantino¬ 
ple,  no  female  appears  without  her 
leredje  and  mahramah  ;■  the  former 
refembles  a  loofe  riding  coat  with 
a  large  Square  cape,  covered  with 
quilted  Silk,  and  hanging  down  low 
behind,  made  univerfally  amongft 
the  Turks  of  green  cloth,  and 
amongft  the  (Greeks  and  Armenians 
of  brown,  or  Some  grave  colour. 
The  mahramah  is  formed  by  two 
pieces  of  muffin,  one  of  which  is 
tied  under  the  chin,  enveloping 
the  head,  and  the  other  acrofs  the 
mouth  and  half  the  nofe,  admitting 
fpace  enough  for  Sight.  Yellow 
boots  are  drawn  over  the  feet ;  and 
thus  equipped,  a  woman  may  meet 


the  public  eye  without  Scandal.  This 
drei'3  is  of  very  ancient  invention, 
calculated  for  concealment  of  the 
perfon,  nor  can  there  be  a  more 
complete-  difguife. 

“  In  every  civilized  country  the 
middle  ranks  in  Society  enjoy  the 
truelt  comfort.  Whilst  the  ladies 
of  the  harems  of  great  or  opulent 
Turks,  are  confoling  themfelves 
with?  faftidious  indulgence,  in  luxury 
unknown  to  the  vulgar,  the  wives 
and  concubines  of  fober  citizens  are 
allowed  almoft  a  free  intercourse 
with  each  other.  The  men,  mer¬ 
chants  or  mechanics,  are  engaged 
in  their  various  occupations,  leav¬ 
ing  the  whole  day  at  the  difpofai 
of  the  women,  who  walk  the  Streets- 
and  bazars  in  groupes  of  muffled 
figures,  or  go  to  the  cemeteries, 
where,  upon  Slated  days,  under 
pretence  of  faying  prayers  at  the 
graves  of  decealed  friends,  they 
enjoy  the  Shade  of  cypreffes,  whilst 
loitering  away  many  hours;  and 
Show  unreftrained  happinefs,  by  the 
moll  vehement  loquacity.  Several, 
times  a  year  they  are  drawn  hi 
arabahs,  or  painted  waggons  with 
a  covering  of  red  cloth,  by  buffa¬ 
loes  gaudily  harneffed,  to  Some  fa¬ 
vourite  retreat  in  the  country,  but 
never  attended  by  the  men  of  their 
family. 

“  That  love  of  Splendid  drefs- 
which  diflingui’Shes  the  nations  ot 
the  eaff,  pervades  every  rank  of  fe¬ 
males.  Thofe  conneded  with  the 
meaneft  labourer  occasionally  wear 
brocade,  rich  furs,  and  embroidery 
©f  gold  or  Silver,  which  are  wil¬ 
lingly  Supplied  by  his  daily  toil.  In 
large  harems  the  number  of  chi!-? 
dren  is  proportionably  Small,  where 
few  women  produce  more  than 
three.  Much  has  been  faid  concern¬ 
ing  the  infidelity  of  the  Turkish 
9  wotnea 
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women  belonging  to  liarems  of  qua¬ 
lity  ;  whoever  has  pafifed  a  few  years 
in  this  country,  mud  know  that  any 
fcheme  of  gallantry  would  be  utterly 
impracticable,  however  they  may 
have  been  prompted,  by  perfonal 
vanity,  to  impofe  a  falfe  opinion  on 
the  world.  In  complete  edablifh- 
ments  they  are  guarded  by  thofe 
unfortunate  men 

*  Who  youth  ne’er  loved,  and  beauty  ne’er 
enjoyed  ;  ’ 

and  in  thofe  of  lefs  expence,  by  old 
women,  whole  ceafelels  vigilance  is 
equally  fecure. 

“  If  fucli  things  ever  happen,  it 
may  be  fuppofed  of  thofe  who  are 
permitted  to  gad  abroad ;  but  this 
privilege  is  conditional,  and  never 
without  a  certain  number  of  rela¬ 
tives  or  neighbours. 

“  During  my  refidence  at  Pera, 
I  heard  of  but  one  circumdance 
only.  A  young  Venetian  lerved  in 
the  Ihop  of  an  apothecary  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  whom  a  Turkifii  lady, 
attended  only  by  her  Have,  came  to 
eonfult,  and  was  Ihewn  into  another 
room,  leaving  the  apprentice  and 
the  fair  Circadian  alone.  It  is  faid, 
that  nothing  then  palled  between 
them.  In  a  few  days,  returning 
with  her  miltrefs,  and  the  fame  op¬ 
portunity  recurring,  Ihe  opened  her 
heart,  propofed  elopement,  and 
pro  mi  fed  much  treafure.  She  kept 
her  word,  and  they  difappeared 
without  fubfequent  detection.  Up¬ 
on  difcovery  the  punidiment  of 
thefe  lovers  would  have  been  hor¬ 
rible  ;  he  would  have  been  impaled 
alive,  and  Ihe  drowned  in  a  lack. 
Such  a  penal  code  as  that  of  the 
Turks,  has  in  no  period  of  corrup¬ 
tion  been  adopted  by  any  nation  of 
Chridians. 

“  Infidelity  or  licentiousnefs  in 


women,  is  a  fubjeCt  of  the  fevered 
crimination  amongd  the  Turks, 
and  their  punilhment  of  it  borders 
upon  grofs  barbarity.  That  branch 
of  police  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  bodandji  bafhi,  or  captain  of 
the  guard,  with  many  inferior  of¬ 
ficers.  When  any  of  thefe  mifer- 
able  girls  are  apprehended,  for  the 
fird  time  they  are  put  to  hard  la¬ 
bour,  and  ftriCtly  confined;  but  for 
the  fecond  they  are  re-committed, 
and  many  at  a  time  tied  up  in 
facks,  and  taken  in  a  boat  to  the 
Seraglio-point,  where  they  are 
thrown  into  the  tide.  The  Turks 
excufe  this  cruelty  by  pleading  the 
law,  and  adding  that  every  woman 
has  it  in  her  power  to  be  attached 
to  one  man,  by  kebinn,  or  contraCl 
for  a  certain  term  before  the  kady, 
which  ceremony  would  exempt 
them  from  the  cognizance  of  the 
police. 

“  The  real  date  of  female  Haves 
in  Turkey  has  been  much  mifrepre- 
fented.  I  do  not  allude  to  it  pre- 
vioully  to  their  edablilhment  in 
fome  harem,  when  expofed  to  fule 
with  practices  of  their  owners* 
equally  repugnant  to  humanity  and 
decency :  but  when  they  become 
private  property,  they  are  well 
clothed,  and  treated  with  kindnefs 
by  their  midrelfes.  If  the  hulband 
prefents  his  wife  with  a  female 
(lave,  die  becomes  her  foie  property, 
and  he  cannot  cohabit  with  her 
without  legal  complaint  of  the  wife, 
excepting  with  her  content,  which 
prudence  generally  inclines  her  to 
give.  No  woman  of  Turkidi  birth 
can  be  an  odalik,  or  doihedic  Have. 
Illegitimacy  is  unknown,  for  every 
child,  bom  of  the  wife  or  concubine, 
has  nearly  equal  rights.  The  fu- 
perior  privilege  of  the  wife  confibs 
only  in  the  partition  of  the  huf- 
D  2  band’s 
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band’s  property  on  his  deceafe,  and 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  divorce 
without  her  acquiefcence.  Odaliks 
are  difmiffed  and  refold  at  pleafure, 
if  they  have  borne  no  child.  But 
it  frequently  happens  that  they  be- 
conae  confidential  with  their  mi£- 
trefles,  are  emancipated,  and  mar¬ 
ried  to  hufbands  whom  they  provide 
for  them.  Few  young  men  have 
more  than  one  wife,  but  the  elder, 
if  opulent,  indulge  themfelves  to 
the  extent  of  the  prophet’s  licence. 
My  fair  countrywomen,  from  fo 
flight  a  fitetch  of  female  economy 
in  this  eccentric  nation,  may  form 
favourable  conclufions  refpecling 
that  of  our  own1.  They  may  reft 
allured',  that  in  no  other  country 
are  the-  moral  duties  and  rational 
liberty  fo  julUy  appreciated,  or  fo 
generally  rewarded  with  happi- 
nefs.v 


Obferrations  and  Anecdotes ,  ilhtf- 
tratite  of  the  prefent  Police ,  Com¬ 
merce,  State  of'  Society Y  and  Man¬ 
ners  at  Conftarrtinople, 

[Fran  the  fame.] 

THE  greater  part  of  the  night 
in  many  European  capitals  is  little 
diferimi nated  from  the  broad  day  in 
the  buftle  of  crowded  ftreets,  but  the 
laft  muezzm  has  fc  a  reefy  called  the 
hour  of  evening  prayer,  before  each 
habitually  fober  mafliilman  retires 
from  public  notice,  and  the  refort  of 
thoufands  during  a  long  day,,  from 
fun  rife  to  fun  let,  becomes  an  un¬ 
occupied  fpace,  like  a  delert.  One 
hour  after  fun  let  every  gate  of  the 
city  is  Ihut,  and  entrance  ft r icily 
prohibited. 

<£  The  houfes  of  the  opulent 
Turks  are  large,  with  the  molt  con¬ 
venient  part  appropriated  as  the 


harem,  which  is  ufually  furroundeef 
with  a  court,  be  it  ever  fo  finally 
having  a  fountain  in  the  midft. 
Thefe  apartments  are  remarkable 
for  their  neatnefs,  and  all  the  ac¬ 
commodation  that  the  climate  and 
architecture  will  admit  ’r  for  it  is 
here  only  that  the  poft'effbr  difplays 
any  expence  in  ornament,  or  furni¬ 
ture.  As  to  the  houfes  in  general,, 
they  are  mere  comfortlefs  wooden 
boxes,  cool  in  fummer,  but  ilf 
adapted  to  wet  or  cold  weather, 
being  full  of  unglazed  windows-, 
and  without  fire-places  ^  in  winter 
fupplied  by  earthen  pans  of  char¬ 
coal,  which  feffocate  whilft  they 
warm  you.  The  ground  floor  is  a> 
continuation  of  the  ftreet,  and  the 
ftaircafe  a  dirty  ladder,  frequently 
in  darknefs. 

“  That  fucli  a  ftillnefs  fliould 
reign  in  the  crowded  ftreets  of  a 
capital,  who  ever  has  vifited  thole 
of  Europe,  will  ebferve  with  fur- 
prife  ;  there  is  no  noife-of  carriages-, 
and  even  ‘  the  bufy  haunts  of  men ’ 
are  fcarcely  different  fromthe  aboda 
of  iilence. 

“  Much  of  the  romantic  ai? 
which  pervades  the  domeftic  habits 
of  the- perfons  described  in  the  Ara¬ 
bian  Nights’  Entertainments,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  inferior  life,  will  be  ob* 
ferved  in  palling  through  the  ftreets. 
And  we  recur  with  additional  plea¬ 
fure  to  a  remembrance  of  the  de¬ 
light  with-  which  we  at  firft  perufed 
them, in  finding  them  authentic  por¬ 
traits  of  every  oriental  nation. 

u  Some  years  ago  no  Frank  could 
walk  in  Conftantinople  without  the 
rifque  of  incurring  inful  t,  and  the 
merchants  of  Pera  were  ufually 
protefted  by  a  janilfary.  At  this 
time  no  moleftation  is  to  be  feared*, 
at  leaft  by  a  perfon  who  is  prudent 
enough  to  give  the  upper  hand  to  a 

Turk*. 
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Turk,  Tins  favourable  change  has 
taken  place  only  fince  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  war  in  1774.  Many  vic¬ 
tories  in  fucceffion  had  perfuaded 
them  of  their  fuperiority  over  the 
Chriftians,  of  whom  they  have 
feveral  millions  of  fubjeds;  till  at 
the  time  above  mentioned  prince 
Repnin,  attended  by  fix  hundred 
foldiers,  with  their  drawn  fwords, 
paraded  through  the  ..city,  when  he 
came  to  give  them  that  peace, 
which  they  had  Jo  humbly  begged 
of  the  Ruffians.  This  circumfianee 
has  had  a  wonderful  .effed  in  reduc¬ 
ing  the  infolence  and  ferocity  of 
■their  national  character. 

44  Fires  are  fo  frequent  that  few 
months  pafs  without  them,  and 
they  are  generally  fo  furious,  that 
whole  diftrids  are  lain  in  allies. 
Houles  are  fo  foon  re-ereded,  that 
the  former  appearance  of  the  ftreets 
is  fpeedily  reftored,  and  little  altera¬ 
tion  is  ever  made  in  their  form,. 
Notice  of  a  lire  at  Conftantioople, 
or  at  Gaiata,  is  given  by  beating  a 
great  drum  from  two  high  towers  ; 
the  night  watch  then  patrole  the 
fireets,  flriking  the  pavement  with 
their  ftaves  ffiod  with  iron,  and  cry¬ 
ing  out  4  Yangen  var’ — 4  There  is 
4  a  fire/  naming  the  place.  The  ful- 
tan  is  then  lummoned  three  times, 
and  when  the  conflagration  has 
lafted  one  hour  he  is  forced  to  at¬ 
tend  in  perfon,  and  to  bring  mules 
with  him  laden  with  piaftres,  which 
he  diltributes  with  his  own  hands 
to  the  firemen,  who  are  very  in* 
adive  before  his  arrival.  Thefe 
are  armed  againll  accidents  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  are  in  London, 
and  are  equally  expert  and  adven¬ 
turous.  Fires  are  extinguifhed,  by 
.pulling  down  the  adjoining  houfes, 
for  the  engines  are  very  fmall,  aqd 
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borne  on  the  fhoulders  of  two 
men. 

44  The  per.fed  resignation  with 
which  a  good  mufihknan  fees  his 
houfe  confirmed  by  the  flames,  and 
himfelf  reduced  from  affluence  to 
poverty,  has  been  often  and  juftly 
remarked  by  others ;  he  exclaims 
4  Allah  Karim , — 4  God  is  merciful,* 
without  apparent  emotion,  and  has 
affured  himfelf  that  the  fame  pro¬ 
vidence  which  hath  made  him  poor 
and  abjed,  can  once  more  r-aftore 
him  to  wealth,  if  it  be  his  •fate. 
For  the  women,  they  have  not  the 
praife  of  fuch  philofophy.  They 
affemble  in  a  groupe  near  the  fultan* 
and  unmercifully  load  him  with 
the  bittereft  revilings,  particularifeg 
his  own  crimes,  and  the  errors 
of  his  government,  and  charging 
him  with  the  caufe  of  their  pr-efent 
calamity.  At  fuch  rencounters  no 
crowned  head  need  envy  fultan 
Selim  bis  fituation.  As  this  is  the 
only  privileged  time  of  conveying 
the  voice  of  the  people  to  his  ears, 
and  as  women  in  Turkey  fay  any 
thing  with  impunity,  it  is  prefumed 
that  many  of  the  fires  are  not  .acci¬ 
dental. 

44  As  a  grand  fpedacle,  detach¬ 
ing  the  idea  of  commiferation  of 
the  calamity  from  the  p relent  view* 
if  a  volcanic  eruption  be  excepted, 
none  can  exceed  a  great  fire  at 
Conftantinople.  The  houfes  being 
conflruded  with  wood,  and  fre¬ 
quently  communicating  with  ma¬ 
gazines,  filled  with  Gombaftible 
materials,  a  vaft  column  of  flame, 
of  the  nioft  luminous  glow,  rifes 
from  the  centre,  which  lighting  up 
the  mofques,  and  contiguous  cy- 
prefs  groves,  produces  an  efied  of 
luperior  magnificence.  In  other 
cities,  where  the  buildings  are  of 
D  3  done, 
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ftone,  the  flames  are  feen  partially, 
or  are  overpowered  by  fmoke. 

u  The  merchandife  and  trade  of 
Conftantinople  are  carried  on  prin¬ 
cipally  in  the  khans,  bazars,  and 
bezeften,  according  to  the  cuflom 
of  the  eaft,  each  of  which  requires 
a  fummary  defcription. 

“  The  khans  are  fpacious  ftruc- 
tures,  with  quadrangles  erected  by 
the  munificence  of  the  fultans,  or 
fome  of  the  royal  family,  for  the 
public  benefit.  They  are  entirely 
lurrounded  by  a  cloifler  and  colo- 
nade,  into  which  numerous  cells 
open,  generally  repeated  for  three 
ftories ;  are  built  with  ftone  and 
fire  proof.  Here  the  merchants 
from  every  part  of  the  empire,  who 
travel  with  caravans,  are  received 
with  accommodations  for  them- 
felves  and  their  valuable  traffic. 

“  In  the  bazars  are  afiembled 
dealers  of  each  nation  under  the 
Turkifli  government,  who  have 
i'mall  (hops  in  front,  and  a  room  be¬ 
hind,  for  their  wares.  Thefe  are 
very  extenfive  cloifters  of  ftone,, 
lofty  and  lighted  by.  domes  ;  are 
admirably  adapted  to  the  climate, 
and  in  fummer  are  extremely  cool. 
One  called  the  Mifr  Chartthc,  or 
Egyptian  market,  is  fet  apart  for 
the  merchandife  of  Cairo,  chiefly 
minerals  and  drugs,  and  is  a  great 
curiofity  for  the  naturaiift. 

“  Other  quarters  are  occupied 
by  the  working  jewellers,  where 
raw  jewels  may  be  advantageoufly 
purchafed  ;  and  by  the  booklellers, 
who  have  each  his  affortment  of 
Turkifli,  Arabic,  and  Perfian  MSS. 
of  which  they  do  not  alwrays  know 
the  value,  but  demand  a  considerable 
price.  The  oriental  fcholar  may 
here  find  MSS.  equally  beautiful 
and  rare?  a§  fince  the  civil,  commo¬ 


tions  in  Perfia,  the  moft  elegant 
books,  taken  in  plunder,  have  been 
lent  to  Conftantinople  for  fale,  to 
avoid  detection. 

“  The  ftaple  articles  of  importa¬ 
tion  from  England  are  cloth  and 
block  tin,  as  the  confumption  of 
both  is  very  great.  Englifh  watches, 
prepared  for  the  Levant  market,  are 
more  in  demand  than  thofe  of  other 
Frank  nations,  and  are  one  of  the 
firft  articles  of  luxury  that  a  Turk 
purchafes  or  changes,  if  he  has  mo¬ 
ney  to  fpare. 

“  The  national  charadler  is  here 
admirably  difcriminated,  and  to  in- 
veftigate  it  with  fuccefs  no  place 
offers  fuch  an  opportunity  as  thefe 
markets. 

“  A  ftranger  will  wonder  to  fee 
fo  many  of  their  (hops  left  open, 
without  a  mafter  or  guard;  but  pil¬ 
fering  is  not  a  Turkilh  vice. 

“  He  ftiould  be  informed  previ- 
oufly,  that  no  article  of  commerce 
has  a  dated  price;  bargains  muff 
be  made,  and  the  bafeft  impofition 
is  counted  fair  gain.  The  Turk 
is  fixed  to  his  fliop-board  with  his 
legs  under  him  for  many  hours,  and 
never  relaxes  into  civility  with  his 
Frank  cuftomer,  but  from  the  hopes 
of  advantage.  One  may  venture 
to  give  him  two  thirds  of  his  de¬ 
mand  ;  but  to  thofe  of  other  na¬ 
tions  not  more  than  half.  rIhe 
Greek,  more  pliant  and  prevaricat¬ 
ing,  praifes  his  commodity  beyond 
meafure,  and  has  generally  to  con¬ 
gratulate  himfelf  upon  having  out¬ 
witted  the  moft  cautious  dealer. 
The  Armenian,  heavy  and  placid, 
is  routed  to  animation  only  by  the 
fight  of  money,  which  he  cannot 
withftand.  As  for  the  Jew,  every 
where  a  Jew,  he  is  more  frequent¬ 
ly  employed  as  a  broker,  a  bufinefs 
‘  '  which 
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which  that  people  have  had  addrefs 
enough  to  engrofs ;  and  fome  ac¬ 
quit  thernfelves  with  lionelty  and 
credit.  Thofe  of  the  lower  fort 
are  walking  au&ioneers,  who  tramp 
over  the  bazars,  and  carry  the 
goods  with  them,-  vociferating  the 
price  laft  offered.  Each  of  thefe 
nations,  which  conftitute  the  vaft 
population  of  Conftantinople,  has  a 
different  mode  of  covering  the 
head,  a  circumffance  foon  learned, 
and  which  renders  the  groupes  of 
figures  fufficiently  amufiug,  as  it 
breaks  the  famenefs  of  their  other 
dreffs.  The  Armenians,  Jews,  and 
the  mechanical  Greeks,  ufually 
wear  blue,  which  the  Turks  con- 
fider  as  a  difhouourable  colour,  and 
have  their  flippers  of  a  dirty  red 
leather. 

u  The  common  trades  are  dif- 
pofed,  all  of  one  kind  in  fingle 
Streets.  Shoe-makers,  furriers,  and 
pipe-makers,  with  many  others,  oc¬ 
cupy  each  their  diftindt  diftridt,  and 
are  feldom  found  difperfed,  as  in  our 
cities. 

“  A  room  of  very  confider&We 
dimenfions,  is  called  the  bezeften, 
or  public  exchange,  where  are  col- 
ledted  fecond-hand  goods,  wfhich 
are  hawked  about  bv  the  aucti¬ 
oneers.  In  another  part  are  the 
farraffs,  or  money  changers,  Arme¬ 
nians  and  Jews. 

“  I  regret  my  incompetency  to 
defcribe  the  various  mechanic  arts 
which  are  pra&ifed  in  the  eaft,  and 
particularly  by  the  Turks,  fo  dif¬ 
ferent  from  our  own ;  and  leave  it 
to  fome  future  vifitant,  well  qua¬ 
lified  to  give  the  hiftory  of  their 
manufactures,  and  the  divers  modes 
by  which  the  fame  effedt  is  pro¬ 
duced,  and  the  fame  utenfils  are 
made. 
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“  The  neceffaries  of  life  are  w^ell 
managed,  and  the  (hops  of  cooks, 
confectioners,  and  fruiterers,  are 
excellently  ftored,  and  ferved  with 
neatnefs.  For  the  greater  part  of 
the  year,  fherbets  with  ice  are  cried 
about  the  ftreets,  at  a  very  cheap 
rate.  The  bakers  exercife  a  lucra¬ 
tive,  but  a  dangerous  trade,  if  they 
are  not  proof  againft  temptation  to 
fraud..  Their  weights  are  examined 
at  uncertain  times,  and  a  common 
punifhment  on  detection  is  nailing 
their  ear  to  the  door-poll.  Upon 
a  complaint  made  to  the  late  vifier 
Mehmet  Melek  againft  a  notorious 
cheat,  he  ordered  him  to  be  inftanG 
ly  hanged.  The  mailer  efeaped, 
but  the  lervant,  a  poor  Greek,  per¬ 
fectly  innocent,  was  executed.  It 
was  remarked  to  a  Turk,  that  this 
injuftice  was  foreign  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  for  clemency,  which  Melek 
bore,  when  he  farcaftically  replied, 

‘  The  vifier  had  not  yet  breakfaft- 
ed/ 

“  The  coffee-houfes,  which  a- 
bound,  are  fitted  up  in  an  airy  Chi- 
nefe  tafte,  and  curioufly  painted. 
Within,  they  are  divided  into  par¬ 
titions  or  ftages  without  feats,  for 
the  Turks  fit  as  the  tailors  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  refort  of  all  ranks  to 
them  is  univerfal  and  conftant;  and 
fome  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  which  pafles  there,  confume 
thirty  or  forty  pipes,  and  as  many 
cups  of  coffee,  boiling  -hot,  thick, 
and  without  fugar. 

M  Befide  thefe,  near  the  Qfmanie, 
are  teriaki-hank,  where  (afioni) 
opium  is  fold  ;  and  taken  in  grada¬ 
tion  from  ten  to  a  hundred  grains 
in  a  day.  Intoxication  with  this 
noxious  drug  is  certainly  lefs  preva¬ 
lent  than  we  have  been  informed ; 
and  he  wdio  is  entirely  addided  to 
D  4  it, 
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it,  is  confidered  with  as  much  pity 
or  difguffc  as  an  inveterate  fot  is 
with  us.  The  preparation  of  opi¬ 
um  is  made  with  feveral  rich  fy- 
rups,  and  infpiffated  juices,  to  ren¬ 
der  it  palatable  and  lefs  intoxicat¬ 
ing,  and  refembles  elder  rob.  It  is 
either  taken  with  a  fpoon,  or  hard¬ 
ened  into  fmall  lozenges,  ftamped 
with  the  words  4  Math  a  11  ah.  ’  lite¬ 
rally  4  the  work  of  God/ 

44  The  Turks  take  opium  as  an 
intoxicant,  or  occafionally  under  an 
idea  of  its  invigorating  quality, 
when  unufual  fatigue  is  to  be  en¬ 
dured.  The  Tartar  couriers,  who 
travel  with  afionfiliing  expedition, 
generally  furnbh  themfelves  with 
*  Math  ailah/  A  leading  caufe  of 
its  difufe  is,  that  the  prejudices  re- 
fpe&ing  wine  are  daily  relaxing, 
which  accounts  for  the  fcarcely  cre¬ 
dible  quantity  and  univerfality  men¬ 
tioned  by  old  writers  being  unac- 
cordant  with  modern  practice. 

44  The  adminiftration  of  juftice 
in  Conftantinople  is  notorioufly  cor¬ 
rupt.  It  is  placed  folely  in  the 
hands  of  the  oulemah,  or  ecclefiafti- 
cal  body,  who  are  confirmed  in 
their  rapacity,  by  being  fecured 
from  the  interpofition  of  the  body 
politic,  as  they  receive  no  falary 
from  the  hate.  In  thefe  two  caufes 
originates  a  fyftem  of  enormous  pe¬ 
culation  and  bribery,  fo  that  lor 
the  poor  there  is  no  redrefs.  Turk- 
ifn  jurifprudence  profefies  the  im¬ 
plicit  diredtion  of  the  koran,  but 
more  attention  is  paid  to  the  mul- 
tekah,  or  fonhet,  containing  the 
traditional  injunctions  /  after  all,  the 
jntereft  or  caprice  of  the  judge 
biafies  the  decifion. 

44  The  rank  of  Turkifh  lawyers 
js  the  multi,  or  deputy  to  the 
i'ultan  j  as  l^alife  or  oracle  of  the 


law,  the  kadilefcars  of  Roundly  and 
Anadoly ;  fupreme  in  their  diftiiidt 
difiridts,  mollahs,  mufelims,  and 
kadies.  Thefe  hold  their  meke- 
mehs,  or  halls  of  juftice,  where 
they  try  criminals  and  hear  caufes, 
in  which  oral  teftimony  always  pre¬ 
vails  againfl  written  evidence. — - 
Three  MSS.  of  the  Koran,  the 
Evangelifis,  and  the  Pentateuch, 
are  kept  by  the  kadies,  who  admi- 
nifter  oaths  upon  them,  according 
to  the  religion  of  the  perfon  to  be 
fworn.  Falfe  witnefles  are  eafily 
procured  ;  they  frequent  certain 
cofiee-houfes,  where  thefe  infa¬ 
mous  tranfadtions  are  arranged.  If 
one  of  thefe  wretches  be  too  often 
detedled,  or  has.  forfeited  the  inte- 
refied  connivance  of  the  judge,  he 
is  given  over  to  the  punifiiment  of 
the  law.  Mounted  on  an  afs,  with 
bis  arms  and  legs  tied,  and  his  face 
toward  the  tail,  he  is  led  through 
the  ftreets  and  bazars,  where  he  is 
infulted  with  every  grolTnefs,  and  if 
a  Turk  fares  very  ill. 

44  It  is  truly  remarkable,  in  fo 
great  a  population,  that  criminal 
caufes  do  not  occur  more  frequent¬ 
ly.  Murders  are  feldom  heard  of, 
and  happen  amongft  the  foldiers 
oftener  than  other  defcriptions  of 
people  ;  they  are  certainly  prevent¬ 
ed  by  the  prohibition  of  wearing 
arms  in  the  capital.  If  the  mur¬ 
derer  elcape  juftice  for  twenty-four 
hours,  he  is  not  amenable  to  the 
law  ;  at  leaft,  has  a  good  chance  of 
evading  its  vengeance.  Robberies 
are  not  frequent,  excepting  in  the 
great  roads  through,  diftant  provin¬ 
ces,  where  they  are  always  p unfill¬ 
ed  with  impalement.  There  is  no 
place  of  public  execution ;  and 
when  a  criminal  is  condemned,  he 
is  led  down  the  neareft  ftreet  by 
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the  executioner,  who  is  provided 
with  a  large  nail  and  cord,  which 
he  places  over  the  door  of  any  (hop 
where  he  is  not  paid  for  forbearance. 
The  body  is  raifed  a  few  inches  only 
above  the  ground,  and  mud  be 
left  untouched  for  three  days.  In 
indances  of  decapitation,  the  more 
honourable  punifhment,  it  is  ex- 
pofed  as  long  in  the  dreet,  with  the 
head  under  the  arm,  if  a  mufiiil- 
man,  but  if  a  rayah,  between  the 
legs.  So  horrid  a  lpedlacle  excites 
no  emotion  in  the  mind  of  a  Turk, 
for  it  is  certain,  that  by  no  nation, 
be  it  as  lavage  as  it  may,  is  the  life 
of  a  man  foMightly  regarded  as  by 
them.  This  is  a  difgufting,  but 
true  (ketch  of  their  laws  and  execu¬ 
tive  julfice. 

“  Perfonal  combat,  unknown  to 
the  ancients,  but  fo  univerfal  in 
modern  Europe  fmce  the  days  of 
Chivalry,  is  not  pra&ifed  amongft 
the  Turks,  nor  is  affafiination,  the 
difgrace  of  many  nations,  in  any 
degree  frequent.  Connections  with 
women,  the  great  caufe  of  invete¬ 
rate  quarrels,  are  fo  arranged  as  to 
render  interference  with  each  other 
almoft  impofiible.  Before  marriage 
they  are  not  feen  by  their  lovers, 
and  after  only  by  their  hufbands  and 
near  relatives.  There  is  likewilean 
inviolable  point  of  honour  between 
men  refpeCting  their  harems,  and 
an  avowed  libertine  would  be  ba- 
nifted  from  fociety.  Poifon,  fecretly 
given,  is  the  punifliment  he  would 
probably  incur. 

u  To  another  occafionof  perfonal 
provocation  they  are  equally  ftran- 
gers.  Gaming  is  prohibited  by  the 
Mohammedan  law,  and  as  chefs  is 
their  favourite  amufement,  their 
lingular  proficiency  is  a  proof  that 
the  love  of  gain  may  not  be  the  only 
inducement  to  excel.  Wagers,  or 


anticipating  the  chances  of  any 
trial  of  (kill  or  common  event,  they 
can  confider  as  unlawful. 

To  the  abfence  of  thefe  power¬ 
ful  incitements  to  anger,  and  to 
their  national  fuavity  of  manners 
as  confined  to  themlelves,  may  be 
attributed  much  focial  harmony, 
though  with  fewer  examples  of  dif- 
interefted  friendfiiip  than  amongft 
us.  J  he  Turk  fiiews  infolence  or 
morolenefs  to  thofe  only  whom 
his  prejudices  exclude  from  inter- 
courfe. 

“  The  Rammezan,  or  Turkifii 
Lent,  lads  tor  one  complete  moon, 
and  takes  every  month  in  the  year, 
in  rotation.  No  finftitutidn  can  be 
more  briefly  or  more  generally  ob¬ 
served  ;  it  enjoins  perfect  abftinence 
from  fun-rile  to  fun-fet,  from  every 
kind  ot  aliment,  even  from  water, 
Mohammed  did  not  forefee  that 
coffee  and  tobacco  would  become 
the  chief  luxury  of  his  followers, 
and  various  were  the  opinions  re- 
fpe&ing  the  legality  of  taking  them 
in  Rammezan  ;  which  were  finally 
determined  in  the  negative.  Thefe 
arc  indeed  days  of  penance  to  the 
labourer  and  mechanic,  but  to  the 
opulent  only  a  plealing  variety,  for 
they  deep  all  day,  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing  fead  and  make  merry;  as  if 
they  exulted  in  cheating  the  pro¬ 
phet.  The  only  (how  of  mortifi¬ 
cation  is  a  prohibition  from  enter¬ 
ing  the  harem  during  the  twelve 
hours^  of  fading.  Every  night  of 
tins  feafon  is  dime  appointed  fead 
amongd  the  officers  of  the ’court. 

“  Nor  are  the  inferior  orders  de¬ 
prived  of  their  diare  of  relaxation  ; 
for  the  (hops  of  cooks  and  confec¬ 
tioners,  and  the  coffee-houfes,  are 
unufually  decorated  and  frequent¬ 
ed.  1  here  are  exhibitions  of  low 
humour,  aijd  the  kara-guze,  or 
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puppet  Show,  represented  by  Cliinefe 
Shades. 

u  For  the  graver  fort,  moft  cof- 
fee-houfes  retain  a  raccontatorc,  or 
profeffed  Story  teller,  who  entertains 
s  very  attentive  audience  for  many 
hours.  They  relate  eaftern  tales, 
or  farcaitic  anecdotes  of  the  times, 
and  are  fometimes  engaged  by  go¬ 
vernment  to  treat  on  politics,  and 
to  reconcile  the  people  to  any  re¬ 
cent  meafure  of  the  fultan  or  vifier. 
Their  manner  is  very  animated, 
and  their  recitation  accompanied 
by  much  gesticulation.  They  have 
the  fineffe,  when  they  perceive  the 
audience  numerous,  and  deeply  en¬ 
gaged,  to  defer  the  Sequel  of  their 
ftory.  The  nightly  illuminations 
of  every  minareh  in  the  city,  espe¬ 
cially  thofe  of  the  imperial  mofques, 
produce  a  very  Singular  and  Splen¬ 
did  effect.  Within  each  of  thefe, 
the  vaft  concaves  of  the  domes  are 
lighted  up  by  Some  hundred  lamps 
of  coloured  glafs  ;  and  externally 
cords  are  thrown  acrofs  from  one 
minareh  to  another,  and  the  lamps 
fantastically  difpofed  in  letters  and 
figures.  1  was  not  more  agreeably 
furprifed  by  any  thing  1  faw  in 
Constantinople,  than  the  whole  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  firtt  night  in  Ram- 
mezan. 

u  As  an  indulgence  from  the  Se¬ 
verities  of  Lent,  the  Turks  have 
their  Reyrhm,  and  the  Chrifiians 
their  Eafter.  At  this  fealon,  thofe 
of  every  nation  appear  in  new 
clothes,  and  exhibit  all  pofiible 
gaiety.  Places  of  public  refort  are 
then  particularly  frequented,  and 
the  paftimes  and  groupes,  excepting 
in  their  drefs,  exactly  refemble  an 
Engl ith  wake.  The  Turks  are  much 
delighted  by  a  circular  fwing,  made 
by  fixing  a  wheel  on  a  high  poft, 
from  which  hang  many  poles,  with 


feats  attached  to  them.  I  have 
Seen  Several  of  thefe  bearded  chil¬ 
dren  taking  this  amufement  with 
great  glee,  and  contrafted  with  the 
gravity  of  their  habits  nothing 
could  be  more  ridiculous.  The 
Greeks  have  an  univerfal  licenfe, 
dance  through  the  Streets  to  very 
rude  mufic,  and  are  in  the  zenith  of 
their  vivacity ;  but  the  feftivity  of 
the  Armenians,  a  fatuinine  race. 
Seems  to  confift  chiefly  in  being  in¬ 
toxicated,  and  jumping  with  the 
prepofierous  activity  of  an  elephant. 
In  the  Campo  de’  Morti,  near  Pera, 
So  called  from  being  the  cemetery 
of  the  Franks  and  Armenians,  many 
of  thefe  droll  Scenes  may  be  then 
contemplated  by  an  inveftigator 
of  the  precife  traits  of  charader 
which  discriminate  the  mafs  of  all 
nations. 

“  The  Turks  have  Sumptuary 
laws,  and  habits  peculiar  to  profef- 
fions.  By  the  turban  differing  in 
Size  and  fliape  every  man  is  known ; 
and  fo  numerous  are  thefe  distinc¬ 
tions,  that  a  dragoman,  long  con- 
verfant  with  Constantinople,  told 
me  he  knew  not  half  of  them. 
The  Emirs,  real  or  pretended  de¬ 
scendants  from  the  prophet,  are 
distinguished  by  the  green  muffin, 
the  others  wear  white  round  a  cap 
of  cloth,  and  the  head  is  univerfally 
very  clofely  (haven.  In  the  tur¬ 
bans  of  the  oulemah  there  is  a 
greater  profufion  of  nniflin,  from 
ten  to  twenty  yards,  which  are  pro- 
portionably  larger,  as  the  wigs  of 
profeflional  men  were  formerly. 
The  military,  as  the  janiffaries,  bof- 
tandjis,  and  topjis,  wear  caps  of  the 
molt  uncouth  fitape  and  fafliion, 
fuch  as  defy  description.  The 
rayahs  are  known  by  a  head-drefs 
called  a  kalpac,  made  of  lamb -Skin, 
and  inimitably  ugly,  differing  en- 


CHARACTERS.  43 


tirely  from  a  turban ;  and  fome- 
fcimes  a  famour,  or  black  fur  cap, 
which  is  principally  worn  by  dra¬ 
gomen  and  phylicians.  In  other 
refpe&s  they  are  drefl'ed  as  the 
Turks.  Yellow  flippers,  or  boots, 
are  indulged  only  to  thofe  under 
ambaffadorial  protedtion,  and  are 
an  envied  diftindtion.  When  the 
prefent  fultan  came  to  the  throne, 
he  iffued  an  edidt  that  no  unlicenfed 
rayah  fliould  appear  publicly  in 
yellow  flippers.  At  that  time  he 
took  great  pleafure  in  walking  the 
ftreets  in  difguife ;  when  meeting 
an  ill  ftarred  Jew  drelfed  contrary 
to  law,  he  ordered  his  head  to  be 
inftantly  ftruck  olf.  This  was  his 
firft  act  of  feverity,  which  created 
molt  unfavourable  conjedtures,  not 
altogether  confirmed  by  his  fubfe- 
quent  reign. 

“  The  Turks  of  better  rank,  and 
the  regular  citizens,  wear  what  is 
called  the  long  drels,  with  outer 
robes  of  fine  cloth,  (halloon,  or  pel- 
lices,  which  are  in  general  ufe  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and 
commonly  of  the  molt  coftly  furs. 
They  are  feldom  feen  without  a 
tefpi  in  their  hands  ;  it  is  a  firing 
of  ninety  beads,  correfponding  with 
the  names  of  the  deity,  which  they 
carry  as  much  for  amufement  as 
devotion.  Hamid  Ali,  a  late  viiier, 
wore  one  of  pearl,  fo  perfedt  as  to 
be  valued  at  3,000  l.  fterling. 

“  'The  common  people,  efpecially 
thofe  belonging  to  any  military 
corps,  have  a  jacket  richly  orna¬ 
mented  with  gold  or  filk  tvvift, 
trowfers  of  cloth,  which  dole  to 
the  middle  of  the  leg,  the  other 
part  of  which  is  bare,  and  red  flip¬ 
pers.  Their  great  pride  is  to  ftick 
into  their  girdles  a  pair  of  large 
horfe  piftols,  a  yataghan  or  long 
knife,  a  hanjiar  or  dagger,  all  pro- 


fufely  inlaid  with  filver  in  a  gro- 
tefque  tafie,  which,  with  pouches 
for  ammunition  and  tobacco,  are 
extremely  incommodious  and  feveral 
pounds  weight.  With  thefe  wea¬ 
pons  they  frequently  do  mifchief, 
often  from  childifhnefs,  fometimes 
from  intention.  Such  are  feen  in 
every  town  in  the  empire,  except¬ 
ing  the  capital,  who  glory  in  their 
privilege,  as  no  rayah  is  permitted 
to  carry  arms. 

“  By  the  laws  of  Iflamifm  the 
Turks  are  forbidden  vefiels  and 
utenfils  of  gold  or  filver,  and  are 
directed  to  great  fimplicity  in  every 
habit  of  life.  This  injun&ion  does 
not  extend  to  women,  whofe  pride 
confifts  in  the  number  and  coftli- 
nefs  of  their  trinkets.  The  chief 
luxury  of  the  men  is  difplayed  in 
the  number  of  their  attendants, 
and  their  horfes  with  fuperb  capa- 
rifons,  often  of  embroidered  velvet, 
and  plates  of  filver  embofied  and 
gilt.  No  rich  man  appears  in  pub¬ 
lic  but  on  horfeback,  with  a  train 
of  footmen,  in  any  part  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  the  number  of  whom  is 
unnecefl'arily  great,  and  much  of 
his  income  is  expended  in  tneir 
daily  maintenance,  and  new  clothes 
at  the  feaft  of  Bayrhm.  Their 
wages  are  inconfiderable.  No  do- 
mefiic  performs  more  than  one  of¬ 
fice;  this  ferves  the  coftee,  and 
that  hands  the  napkin,  but  no 
emergency  can  command  any  other 
fervice. 

“  The  horfes  of  the  Arab,  or 
Tourcoman  breed,  are  eminently 
beautiful,  and  are  taught  to  prance 
under  the  perfedt  manage  of  the 
rider,  however  infirm.  Great  ex- 
pence  likewife  is  lavilhed  on  the 
boats,  which  are  elegant  in  a  high 
degree,  carved,  gilded,  and  lined 

with  rich  culhions.  They  coft  from 

a  hundred 
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a  hundred  to  a  thoufand  piaftres 
each.  The  rank,  of  the  owner  is 
afcertained  by  the  number  of  oars, 
and  in  dexterity  or  civility  no 
watermen  exceed  the  Turks. 

**  Coaches  are  not  in  ufe,  except¬ 
ing  that  the  clumly,  nondefcript 
vehicles,  which  convey  the  ladies 
Of  great  harems,  can  be  fo  called. 
In  his  pipe  an  opulent  man  is  ex¬ 
tremely  furnptuous ;  the  head  mull 
be  of  pale  amber,  the  hick  of  jaf- 
inine  wood,  with  the  bark  preferved, 
and  the  bowl  of  a  delicate  red  clay, 
manufactured  at  Burghs,  in  Rome- 
Ma,  and  highly  ornamented.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dignity  of  the  fmoker 
is  the  length  of  his  pipe,  often  fix 
or  feven  feet,  when  it  is  carried  by 
two  of  his  fervants  from  place  to 
place,  with  much  ceremony ;  and 
the  bowl  is  fupported  by  wheels,  as 
an  aid  to  lupreme  indolence.  In 
the  fummer,  for  greater  coolnefs, 
the  Item  of  the  pipe  is  covered  with 
cotton  or-  muflin,  and  moiftened 
with  water.  This  fovereign  recre¬ 
ation  is  not  confined  to  the  men  ; 
the  ladies,  efpecially  thofe  advanced 
in  life,  partake  of  it  largely,  and,  as 
a  delicacy,  they  mix  the  tobacco 
with  frankineenfe,  mulk,  or  aloes 
wood.  The  fultan  alone  abltains 
from  etiquette;  as  kalife,  or  repre- 
fentative  of  the  prophet,  he  declines 
deciding,  by  his  own  practice,  upon 
the  propriety  of  any  cuftom,  about 
which  the  law  is  not  fpecific  and 
declaratory. 

u  Notwithftanding  their  grave 
exterior,  which  might  prepoifefs 
foreigners  with  an  idea  of  conceal¬ 
ing  as  much  ftupidity  as  fenfe,  and 
apparently  fo  ungenial  with  mirth 
or  vivacity,  the  Turks,  in  fuperior 
life,  of  both  fexes,  indulge  a  vein 
of  farca/tic  humour,  and  are  not 


behind  more  polifhed  nations  in 
the  delicacy  or  feverity  of  their  re¬ 
partees.  Moll  gentlemen  of  the 
feraglio,  or  capital,  have  been  edu¬ 
cated  in  their  feminaries  of  learn¬ 
ing,  and  are  converfant  with  ori¬ 
ental  literature.  Many  of  them 
quote  the  Perfian  poets  as  happily, 
and  refer  to  the  Arabic  philofo-? 
pbers  with  as  complete  erudition, 
as  we  can  do  to  the  Greek  or  Ro¬ 
man.  The  4  Leilat  u  alf  leilah/ 
or  Arabian  Nights,  firft  introduced 
into  Europe  by  Monfieur  Petit  de 
la  Croix,  are  familiarly  known  by 
them,  as  well  as  the  fables  and  al¬ 
legories  of  Pilpay  and  Lokpcmn, 
from  which  fources  they  ftore  their 
minds  .  as  well  with  fentiment  as 
expreffion.  To  excel  in  colloquial 
facility  and  elegance,  is  the  firft 
ambition  of  every  cheliby,  or  man 
of  breeding. 

44  I  repeat  a  fpecimen  of  Turk- 
ifh  wit,  related  to  me  as  having 
been  occafioned  by  a  recent  cjrcum- 
ftance* 

44  A  man  of  rank,  remarkably 
unpleafing  in  his  countenance  and 
figure,  was  married,  according  to 
cuftom,  without  having  firft  feep 
her  unveiled,  to  a  lady  whofe  pre¬ 
tentions  to  perfonal  attradion  did 
not  exceed  his  own.  On  th$  morn¬ 
ing  after  their  marriage,  jfhe  de¬ 
manded  of  him,  to  whom  of  his 
friends  fhe  might  fhew  her  face 
with  freedom.  4  Shew  it,’  laid  he, 
4  to  all  the  world,  but  hide  it  from 
‘  me/  4  Patience/  rejoined  the 
lady.  4  I  have  none/  returned  the 
bridegroom.  ‘Ah!'  faid  fhe,  ‘I 
4  think  you  muft  have  had  a  good 
4  (hare;  for  you  have  carried  that 
4  abominable  great  nofe  about  with 
4  you  all  your  life-time/" 
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On  the  Nature  of  the  Diamond. 
By  Smithson  Tennant,  Efq. 

F.R.S. 

4 

From  the  Fhilofophical  Tranfadlions 
of  the  [loyal  Society  of  London , 
for  the  Year  1797. 

IR  Ifaac  Newton  having  ob¬ 
ferved  that  inflammable  bodies 
had  a  greater  refraction,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  denfity,  than  other  bo¬ 
dies,  and  that  the  diamond  refembled 
them  in  this  property,  was  induced 
to  conjecture  that  the  diamond 
was  of  an  inflammable  nature.  The 
inflammable  fubftances  which  he 
employed,  were  camphire,  oil  of 
turpentine,  oil  of  olives,  and  am¬ 
ber;  thefe  he  called  u  fat,  fulphu- 
reous,  unctuous  bodies  f  and,  uflng 
the  fame  expreffion  refpeCting  the 
diamond,  he  fays,  it  is  probably 
“  an  un&uous  body  coagulated." 
This  remarkable  conjecture  of  fir 
Ifaac  Newton  has  been  fince  con¬ 
firmed  by  repeated  experiments.  It 
was  found  that,  though  the  dia¬ 
mond  was  capable  of  refitting  the 
effeCts  of  a  violent  heat  when  the 
air  was  carefully  excluded,  yet  that, 
on  being  expofed  to  the  aCtion  of 
heat  and  air,  it  might  be  entirely 
confumed.  But,  as  the  foie  objeCt 
of  thefe  experiments  was  to  afcer- 
tain  the  inflammable  nature  of  the 
diamond,  no  attention  was  paid  to 
the  products  afforded  by  its  corn- 
bullion  ;  and  it  Hill,  therefore,  re¬ 
mained  to  be  determined,  whether 
?Jie  diamond  was  a  diffmCt  fuh- 


ftance,  or  one  of  the  known  inflam¬ 
mable  bodies ;  nor  was  any  attempt 
made  to  decide  this  queftion,  till 
M*  La  voider,  in  1772,  undertook  as 
feries  of  experiments  for  this  pur  j 
pofe.  He  expofed  the  diamond  to 
the  heat  produced  by  a  large  lens, 
and  was  thus  enabled  to  burn  it  in 
clofe  glafs-veflels.  He  obferved, 
that  the  air  in  which  the  inflam¬ 
mation  had  taken  place  had  become 
partly  foluble  in  water,  and  preci¬ 
pitated  from  lime-water  a  white 
powder,  which  appeared  to  be  chalk, 
being  foluble  in  acids,  with  effer. 
vefcence.  As  M.  Lavoifier  feerns 
to  have  had  little  doubt  that  this 
precipitation  was  occafloned  by  the 
production  of  fixed  air,  fimilar  to 
that  which  is  afforded  by  calcareous 
fubftances,  he  might,  as  we  know 
at  prefent,  have  inferred  that  the 
diamond  contained  charcoal ;  but 
the  relation  between  that  fubftance 
and  fixed  air  was  then  too  imper. 
fedly  underftood  to  juftify  this  con- 
clufion.  Though  he  obferved  the 
refemblance  of  charcoal  to  the  dia¬ 
mond,  yet  he  thought  that  nothing 
more  could  be  reafonabiy  deduced 
from  their  analogy,  than  that  each 
of  thofe  fubftances  belonged  to  the 
cl  aft  of  inflammable  bodies. 

As  the  nature  of  the  diamond  is 
fo  extremely  Angular,  it  feemed  de¬ 
fer  ving  of  farther  examination  ;  and 
it  will  appear,  from  the  following 
experiments,  that  it  confifts  entirely 
of  charcoal,  differing  from  the  ufua! 
ftate  of  that  fubftance  only  by  its 
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cryftallized  form.  Ffom  the  ex¬ 
treme  hardnefs  of  the  diamond,  a 
ftronger  degree  of  heat  is  required 
to  inflame  it  when  expofed  merely 
to  air,  than  can  eaflly  be  applied  in 
clofe  veffels,  except  by  means  of  a 
ftrong  burning  lens  ;  but  with  nitre 
its  combuftion  may  be  effected  in  a 
moderate  heat.  To  expole  it  to  the 
a&ion  of  heated  nitre,  free  from 
extraneous  matters,  1  procured  a 
tube  of  gold,  which,  by  having  one 
end  clofed,  might  ferve  the  purpofe 
of  a  retort;  a  glafs  tube  being 
adapted  to  the  open  end,  for  col¬ 
lecting  the  air  produced.  To  be 
certain  that  the  gold  veffei  was  per¬ 
fectly  clofed,  and  that  it  did  not 
contain  any  unperceived  impurities 
which  could  occafion  the  produdtion 
of  fixed  air,  fome  nitre  was  heated 
in  it  till  it  had  become  alkaline,  and 
afterwards  diffoived  out  by  water; 
but  the  folution  was  perfectly  free 
from  fixed  air,  as  it  did  not  aff'ed 
the  tranfparency  of  lime-water. 
When  the  diamond  was  deftroyed  in 
the  gold  veffei  by  nitre,  the  fub- 
ftance  which  remained  precipitated 
lime  from  lime-water;  and,  with 
acids,  afforded  nitrous  and  fixed  air; 
and  it  appeared  folely  to  confilt  of 
nitre,  partly  decompofed,  and  of 
aerated  alkali. 

In  order  to  eftimate  the  quantity 
of  fixed  air  which  might  be  obtained 
from  a  given  weight  of  diamonds, 
two  grains  and  a  half  of  fmall  dia¬ 
monds  were  weighed  with  great  ac¬ 
curacy,  and,  being  put  into  the 
tube,  with  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of 
nitre,  were  kept  in  a  firong  red 
beat  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half. 
The  heat  being  gradually  increaled, 


the  nitre  was  in  fome  degree  ren¬ 
dered  alkaline  before  the  diamonds 
began  to  be  inflamed ;  by  which 
means  almoft  all  the  fixed  air  was 
retained  by  the  alkali  of  the  nitre. 
The  air  which  came  over  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  decompofition  of  the 
nitre,  and  contained  fo  little  fixed 
air  as  to  occalion  only  a  very  flight 
precipitation  from  lime-water.  After 
the  tube  had  grown  cold,  the  alka¬ 
line  matter  contained  in  it  was  dif¬ 
foived  in  water,  and  the  whole  of 
the  diamonds  were  found  to  have 
been  deftroyed.  As  an  acid  would 
difengage  nitrous  air  from  this  folu¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  the  fixed  air,  the 
quantity  of  the  latter  could  not,  in 
that  manner,  be  accurately  deter¬ 
mined.  To  obviate  this  inconve- 
niency,  the  fixed  air  was  made  to 
unite  with  calcareous  earth,  by 
pouring  into  the  alkaline  folution  a 
fufhcient  quantity  of  a  faturated  fo¬ 
lution  of  marble  in  marine  acid. 
The  veffei  which  contained  them, 
being  clofed,  was  left  undifturbed 
till  the  precipitate  had  fallen  to  the 
bottom ;  the  folution  having  been 
previoufly  heated,  that  it  might  fub- 
fide  more  perfeflly.  The  clear  liquor 
being  found,  by  means  of  lime- 
water,  to  be  quite  free  from  fixed 
air,  was  carefully  poured  off  from 
the  calcareous  precipitate  *.  The 
veffei  which  was  ufed  on  this  occa¬ 
fion  was  a  glafs  globe,  having  a 
tube  annexed  to  it,  that  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  fixed  air  might  be  more 
accurately  meafured.  After  as  much 
quicklilver  had  been  poured  into 
the  glafs  globe  containing  the  cal¬ 
careous  precipitate  as  was  neceflary 
to  fill  it,  it  was  inverted  in  a  veffei 


*  If  much  water  had  remained,  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  fixed  air  would  have 
been  abforbed  by  it.  But,  by  the  fame  method  as  that  defcribed  above,  I  obferved 
that  as  much  fixed  air  might  be  obtained  from  a  folution  of  mineral  alkali,  as  by  adding 
aa  aeid  to  an  equal  quantity  of  the  fame  kind  of  alkali*  ■  - 

of 
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of  the  fame  fluid.  Some  marine 
acid  being  then  made  to  pafs  up 
into  it,  the  fixed  air  was  expelled 
from  the  calcareous  earth ;  and, 
in  this  experiment,  in  which  two 
grains  and  a  half  of  diamonds  had 
been  employed,  occupied  the  fpace 
of  little  more  than  10.1  ounces  ot 
water. 

The  temperature  of  the  room, 
when  the  air  was  meafured,  was  at 
550,  and  the  barometer  ftood  at 
about  29.8  inches. 

From  another  experiment,  made 
in  a  fimilar  manner,  with  one  grain 
and  a  half  of  diamonds,  the  air 
which  was  obtained  occupied  the 
fpace  of  6.18  ounces  of  water;  ac¬ 
cording  to  which  proportion,  the 
bulk  of  the  fixed  air  from  two 
grains  and  a  half,  would  have  been 
equal  to  10.3  ounces* 

The  quantity  of  fixed  air  which 
was  thus  produced  by  the  diamond, 
does  not  differ  much  from  that 
which,  according  to  M.  Lavoifier, 
might  be  obtained  from  an  equal 
weight  of  charcoal.  In  the  me¬ 
moirs  of  the  French  Academy  of 
Sciences  for  the  year  1781,  he  has 
related  the  various  experiments 
which  he  made  to  afcertain  the 
proportion  of  charcoal  and  oxygen 
in  fixed  air.  From  thofe  which  he 
confidered  as  mo  ft  accurate,/he  con¬ 
cluded,  that  too  parts  of  fixed  air 
contain  nearly  28  parts  of  charcoal, 
and  72  of  oxygen.  He  eftimates 
the  weight  of  a  cubic  inch  ot  fixed 
air,  under  the  preffure  and  in  the 
temperature  above  mentioned,  to 
be  695  parts  of  a  grain.  If  we  re¬ 
duce  the  French  weights  and  mea- 
fures  to  Englifh,  and  then  compute 
how  much  fixed  air,  according  to 
this  proportion,  two  grains  and  a 
half  of  charcoal  would  produce,  we 
fhall  find  that  it  ought  to  occupy 


very  nearly  the  bulk  of  10  ounces 
of  water. 

M.  Lavoifier  feems  to  have 
thought,  that  the  aerial  fluid  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  combuftion  of  the  dia¬ 
mond,  was  not  fo  foluble  in  water 
as  that  produced  from  calcareous 
fubffances.  From  its  refemblance, 
however,  in  various  properties,  hard¬ 
ly  any  doubt  could  remain  that  it 
confided  of  the  fame  ingredients; 
and  I  found,  upon  combining  it  with 
lime,  and  expofing  it  to  heat  with 
phofphorus,  that  it  afforded  char-* 
coal,  in  the  fame  manner  as  any 
other  calcareous  fubftance. 


On  the  Action  of  Nitre  upon  Gold 
and  Platina.  By  the  fame * 

From  the  fame . 

GOLD,  which  cannot  he  cal¬ 
cined  by  expofure  to  heat  and  air* 
has  been  alio  confidered  as  incapa¬ 
ble  of  being  affe&ed  by  nitre.  But, 
in  the  courfe  of  fome  experiments 
on  the  diamond,  an  account  of 
which  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Royal  Society,  I  obferved,  that 
when  nitre  was  heated  in  a  tube 
of  gold,  and  the  diamond  was  not 
in  fufficient  quantity  to  fupply  the 
alkali  of  the  nitre  with  fixed  air,  a 
part  of  the  gold  was  diffolved.  From 
this  obfervation,  1  was  induced  to 
examine  more  particularly  the  acr 
tion  of  nitre  upon  gold,  as  well  as 
to  enquire  whether  it  would  pro¬ 
duce  any  effect  upon  filver  and 
platina. 

With  this  intention,  I  put  fome 
thin  pieces  of  gold  into  the  tube, 
together  with  nitre,  and  expofed 
them  to  a  ftrong  red  heat  for  two 
or  three  hours.  After  the  tube  was 
taken  from  the  fire,  the  part  of  the 

nitre 
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which,  having  loft  part  of  its  oxy¬ 
gen  by  heat,  appears  to  be  capable 
of  attrading  it  from  the  calx  of 
gold  ;  for  I  found  that  if  the  calx  of 
gold  is  difl'olved,  by  being  boiled  in 
cauftic  alkali,  and  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  nitre,  which  has  loft  fome 
of  its  air  by  heat,  is  mixed  with  it, 
the  gold  is  precipitated  by  an  acid 
in  its  metallic  ftate  *. 

Having  found  that  nitre  would 
difiolve  gold,  I  tried  whether  it 
would  produce  any  effect  upon  pla- 
tina.  , 

Itt  has  been  formerly  obferved. 
that  the  grains  of  platina,  in  the 
impure  ftate  in  which  it  is  origi¬ 
nally  found,  might,  by  being  long 
heated  in  a  crucible  with  nitre,  be 
reduced  to  powder.  Lewis,  from 
his  own  experiments,  and  thofe  of 
Margraaf,  thought  that  the  iron 
only  which  is  contained  in  .  the 
grains  of  platina,  was  corroded  by 
the  nitre.  But  by  heating  nitre 
with  fome  thin  pieces  of  pure  pla¬ 
tina,  in  a  cup  of  the  fame  metal, 
I  found  that  the  platina  was  ealilv 
difl’olved;  the  cup  being  much  cor¬ 
roded,  and  the  thin  pieces  entirely 
deftroyed.  By  diftblving  the  faline 
matter  in  water,  the  greater  part  of 
the  platina  was  precipitated  in  the 
form  of  a  brown  powder.  This 

*  »  * 

*  As  the  precipitation  of  gold  in  its  metallic  form,  by  nitre  which  has  loft  fome  of  its 
oxygen,  has  not,  I  believe,  been  noticed,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  lome  of 
thofe  fadts  relating  to  it,  which  feem  molt  entitled  to  attention.  Nitre  which  has  been 
heated  fome  time,  precipitates  gold  in  its  metallic  ftate,  from  a  folution  in  aqua  regia, 
if  it  is  diluted  with  water.  If  a  folution  of  gold  in  nitrous  acid  is  dropped  into  pure 
water,  the  calx  of  gold  is  feparated,  which  is  of  a  yellow  colour  ;  but,  if  the  water 
contains  a  very  final!  portion  of  nitre  which  has  loft  fume  of  its  air  by  heat  (as  one  grain 
in  fix  ounces)  the  gold  is  deprived  of  its  oxygen,  and  becomes  blue.  The  alkali  of  the  nitre 
does  not  affift  in  producing  this  effect.  Nitrous  acid  alone,  which  does  not  contain  its 
full  proportion  of  oxygen,  occaiions  the  fame  precipitation,  unlels  it  is  very  Itrong  ; 
and,  if  a  mixture  of  f'uch  llrong  nitrous  acid,  and  of  a  folution  of  gold  in  nitrous  acid, 
is  dropped  into  water,  the  gold  is  deprived  of  its  oxygen,  and  is  precipitated  of  a  blue 
colour.  Two  caufes  contribute  to  produce  this  effedt  upon  the  addition  of  water.  Tha 
adhelion  of  the  calx  of  gold  to  nitrous  acid  is  by?  that  means  weakened ;  and  the  oxygen 
is  attached  more  ftrongly  to  the  imperfect-  nitrous  acid,  in  confequence  of  their  attra6tion 
fog  water  when  they  are  united. 


nitre  which  remained,  eonfifting  of 
cauftic  alkali  and  of  nitre  partially 
decompofed,  weighed  140  grains; 
and  flxty  grains  of  the  gold  were 
found  to  have  been  difl'olved.  Upon 
the  addition  of  water,  about  fifty 
grains  of  the  gold  were  precipitated, 
in  the  form  of  a  black  powder.  The 
gold  which  was  thus  precipitated, 
was  principally  in  its  metallic  ftate, 
the  greater  portion  of  it  being  info- 
luble  in  marine  acid.  The  remain¬ 
ing  gold,  about  ten  grains  in  weight, 
communicated  to  the  alkaline  folu¬ 
tion,  in  which  it  was  retained,  a 
light  yellow  colour.  By  dropping 
into  this  folution  diluted  vitriolic  or 
nitrous  acid,  it  became  at  firft  of  a 
deeper  yellow;  but,  if  viewed  by 
the  tranfrnitted  light,  it  loon  ap¬ 
peared  green,  and  afterwards  blue. 
This  alteration  of  the  colour,  from 
yellow  to  blue,  arifes  from  the  gra¬ 
dual  precipitation  of  the  gold  in  its 
metallic  form,  which,  by  the  tranf- 
mitted  light,  is  of  a  blue  colour. 
Though  the  gold  is  precipitated 
from  this  folution  in  its  metallic 
form,  yet  there  feems  to  be  no 
doubt  that,  while  it  remains  dif- 
folved,  it  is  entirely  ill  the  ftate  of 
calx.  Its  precipitation,  in  the  me¬ 
tallic  ftate,  is  occaiioned  by  the 
nitre  contained  in  the  folution, 


powder,  which  was  entirely  foluble 
in  marine  acid,  confided  of  the  calx 
of  platina,  combined  with  a  portion 
of  alkali,  which  could  not  be  fe pa- 
rated  by  being  boiled  in  water.  The 
platina,  which  was  retained  by  the 
alkaline  folution,  communicated  to 
it  a  brown  yellow  colour.  By  add¬ 
ing  an  acid  to  it,  a  precipitate  was 
formed,  which  confifted  of  the  calx 
of  platina,  of  alkali,  and  of  the  acid 
which  was  employed. 

Silver,  I  found  to  be  a  little  cor¬ 
roded  by  nitre.  But,  as  its  action 
upon  that  metal  was  very  inconfi- 
derable,  it  did  not  appear  to  be  de- 
ferving  of  a  more  particular  exa¬ 
mination. 


Defcription  of  the  Oejlrus  Equi. 
By  Mr.  Bract  Clark,  Veteri¬ 
nary  Surgeon ,  and  F.  L.  S. 

From  Obfervations  on  the  genus 
Oejlrus ,  in  the  Trarf actions  of  the 
Linnean  Society ,  Vol.  Ill. 

“  THE  mode  purfued  by  the  parent 
fly  to  obtain  for  its  young  a  fitua- 
tion  in'  the  ftomach  of  the  hoi  fe  is 
truly  fingular,  and  is  effected  in  the 
following  manner  : — When  the  fe¬ 
male  has  been  impregnated,  and 
the  eggs  are  fufficiently  matured, 
flie  feeks  among  the  horfes  a  fubject 
for  her  purpofe,  and  approaching  it 
on  the  wing,  fhe  holds  her  body 
nearly  upright  in  the  air,  and  her 
tail,  which  is  lengthened  for  the 
purpofe,  curved  inwards  and  up¬ 
wards  :  in  this  way  fhe  approaches 
the  part  where  flie  defigns  to  depofit 
the  egg  ;  and  fufpending  herfelf  for 
a  few  feconcls  before  it,  fuddenly 
darts  upon  it,  and  leaves  the  egg 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


adhering  to  the  hair :  fhe  hardly 
appears  to  fettle,  but  merely  touches 
the  hair  with  the  egg  held  out  on 
the  projected  point  of  the  abdomen. 
The  egg  is  made  to  adhere  by  means 
of  a  glutinous  liquor  ferreted  with 
it.  She  then  leaves  the  horfe  at  a 
fmatl  diliance,  and  prepares  afecond 
egg,  and,  poifing  herfelf  before  the 
part,  depofits  it  in  the  fame  way. 
The  liquor  dries,  and  the  egg  be¬ 
comes  firmly  glued  to  the  hair: 
this  is  repeated  by  various  flies,  till 
4  or  500  eggs  are  fometimes  placed 
on  one  horfe. 

“  The  horfes,  when  they  become 
ufed  to  this  fly,  and  find  it  does 
them  no  injury,  as  the  Tabani  and 
Conopes,  by  fucking  their  blood, 
hardly  regard  it,  and  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  at  all  aware  of  its  infidious 
object. 

“  The  fkin  of  the  horfe  is  always 
thrown  into  a  tremulous  motion 
on  the  touch  of  this  in  fed,  which 
merely  arifes  from  the  very  great 
irritability  of  the  fkin  and  cutaneous 
mufcles  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
occafioned  by  the  continual  leafing 
of  the  flies,  till  at  length  thefe  muf¬ 
cles  ad  involuntarily  on  the  High  left 
touch  of  any  body  whatever. 

u  The  infide  of  the  knee  is  the 
part  on  which  thefe  flies  are  mo  ft 
fond  of  depositing  their  eggs,  and 
next  to  this  on  the  fide  and  back 
part  of  the  fhoulder,  and  lefs  fre¬ 
quently  on  the  extreme  ends  of  the 
hairs  of  the  mane.  But  it  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  attention,  that  the  fly 
does  not  place  them  promifcuoufly 
about  the  body,  but  conftantly  on 
thofe  parts  which  are  moll  liable  to 
be  licked  with  the  tongue  ;  and  the 
ova,  therefore,  are  always  fcrupu- 
loufly  placed  within  its  reach.  Whe-\ 
tiier  this  be  an  ad  of  reafon  or  of 
E  inftind. 
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inftimft,  it  is  certainly  a  very  re¬ 
markable  one.  1  fhould  fuipeft, 
with  Dr.  Darwin,  it  cannot  be  the 
latter,  as  that  ought  bo  direct  the 
performance  of  any  act  in  one  way 
only. 

“  Whichever  of  thefe  it  may  be, 
it  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  examples  of  pure  inftintd, 
or  of  the  moft  circuitous  reafoning 
any  infeed;  is  capable  of.  The  eggs 
thus  clepofited,  I  at  Arft  fuppofed 
were  loofened  from  the  hairs  by  the 
moifture  of  the  tongue,  aided  by  its 
roughnefs,  and  were  conveyed  to  the 
flomach,  where  they  were  hatched ; 
but,  on  more  minute  fearch,  I  do 
not  find  this  to  be  the  cafe,  or  at 
leait  only  by  accident,  for  when 
they  have  remained  on  the  hairs 
four  or  five  days,  they  become  ripe, 
after  which  time  the  flighted;  appli¬ 
cation  of  warmth  and  moifture  is 
fufficient  to  bring  forth  in  an  inftant 
the  latent  larva.  At  this  time,  if 
the  tongue  of  the  horfe  touches  the 
egg,  its  operculum  is  thrown  open, 
and  a  {mall  active  worm  is  pro¬ 
duced,  which  readily  adheres  to 
the  moift  furface  of  the  tongue,  and 
is  from  thence  conveyed  with  the 
food  to  the  flomach.  If  the  egg 
itfelf  be  taken  up  by  accident,  it 
may  pafs  on  to  the  inteftinal  canal 
before  it  hatches  ;  in  which  cafe 
its  exiftence  to  the  full  growth  is 
more  precarious,  and  certainly  not 
fo  agreeable,  as  it  is  expofed  to  the 
bitternefs  of  the  bile. 

“  I  have  often,  with  a  pair  of 
feiftars,  clipped  off  fome  hairs  with 
the  eggs  on  them,  from  the  horfe, 
and  on  placing  them  in  the  hand, 
moiftened  with  faliva,  they  have 
hatched  in  a  few  leconds.  At 
other  times,  when  not  perfectly 
fipe,  the  larva  would  not  appear, 


though  held  in  the  hand  under 
the  fame  circumftances  for  feveral 
hours  ;  a  fufficient  proof  that  the 
eggs  themfelves  are  not  conveyed  to 
the  flomach. 

“  It  is  fortunate  for  the  animals 
infefted  by  thefe  infebis,  that  theiF 
numbers  are  limited  by  the  hazards 
they  are  expofed  to.  I  fhould 
fufpedl  near  a  hundred  are  loft,  for 
one  that  arrives  at  the  perfebl  flat® 
of  a  fly.  The  eggs,  in  the  firft 
place,  when  ripe,  often  hatch  of 
themfelves,  and  the  larva,  without 
a  nidus,  crawls  about  till  it  dies; 
others  are  wafhed  off  by  the  water, 
or  are  hatched  by  the  fun  and  moif¬ 
ture  thus  applied  together. 

“  When  in  the  mouth  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  they  have  the  dreadful  ordeal 
of  the  teeth  and  maftication  to  pafs 
through.  On  their  arrival  at  the 
flomach,  they  may  pafs,  mixed 
with  the  mafs  of  food,  into  the  in- 
tefiines ;  and,  when  full  grown,  on 
dropping  from  the  anus  to  the 
ground,  a  dirty  road  or  water  may 
receive  them. — If  on  the  commons, 
they  are  in  danger  of  being  crufhed 
to  death,  or  of  being  picked  up  by 
the  birds  who  fo  conflantly  for  food 
attend  the  footfteps  of  the  cattle. 
Such  are  the  contingencies  by  which 
Nature  has  wifely  prevented  the 
too  great  increafe  of  their  numbers, 
and  the  total  deftru6tion  of  the  ani¬ 
mals  the}?  feed  on/’ 


Curious  fatt  in  the  Iiijiory  of  the 
common  Mole. 

By  Arthur  Bruce,  Efq . 

[From  the  fame.'] 

“  THAT  the  mole  does,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  other  quadrupeds  and 

man 
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.man,  poffefs  that  fpirit  of  curiofity 
which  prompts  to  emigration  and 
even  to  tranfmarine  expeditions,  I 
found  out  laft  fummer  from  the  bell 
authenticated  fads. 

“  In  vifiting  the  Loch  of  Glume, 
which  I  often  did,  I  obferved  in  it  a 
fmall  illand  at  the  dillance  of  180 
yards  from  the  neareft  land,  mea- 
liirecl  to  be  fo  upon  the  ice.  Upon 
the  illand,  lord  Airly,  the  proprie¬ 
tor,  has  a  caftle  and  a  fmall  lhrub- 
bery.  I  obferved  frequently  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  frelh  mole-calls,  or  hills. 
I  for  fome  time  took  it  to  be  the 
water-moufe,  and  one  day  alked  the 
gardener  if  it  was  fo?  No,  he  faid, 
it  was  the  mole ;  and  that  he  had 
caught  one  or  two  lately.  But  that 
five  or  fix  years  ago  he  had  caught 
two  in  traps ;  and  for  two  years 
after  this  he  had  obferved  none.  But 
about  four  years  ago,  coming  alhore 
in  a  fummer’s  evening  in  the  dulk, 
the  4th  or  5th  of  June,  10  o'clock 
P.  M.  he  and  another  refpedable 
perfon,  lord  Airly's  butler,  faw  at 
a  fmall  dillance  upon  the  fmooth 
water,  fome  animal  paddling  to,  and 
not  far  dillant  from  the  illand.  They 
loon,  too  foon !  clofed  with  this 
feeble  paflenger,  and  found  it  to  be 
our  common  mole,  led  by  a  moll 
aftanilhing  inllindl  from  the  neareil 
point  of  land  (the  caftle  hill)  to  take 
poffelfion  of  this  defert  illand.  It 
was  at  this  time  for  about  the  fpace 
of  two  years  quite  free  from  any 
fubterraneous  inhabitant;  but  the 
mole  has  for  more  than,  a  year  pall 
made  its  appearance  again,  and  its 
operations  I  was  witnels  to. 

“  In  the  hillory  of  this  animal, 
I  do  not  at  prefent  recolledl  any  fa 61 
fo  linking;  efpecialty  when  we  con- 
fider  the  great  depth  of  the  water, 
both  in  fummer  and  winter— from 


5* 

fix  to  ten,  fifteen,  and  fome  places 
as  deep  as  thirty  or  forty  feet,  all 
round  the  illand.” 


Account  of  a  Child  horn  without  a 
Brain.  By  Dr.  Hey  sham. 

[From  Hutchinfon’s  Hijiory  of  Cum¬ 
berland.'] 

I  Shall  conclude  the  obferva- 
tions  on  the  bills  of  mortality,  with 
an  account  of  a  very  curious  and 
important  circumftance  in  phyfio- 
logy,  which  occurred  at  Carlille 
during  the  prefent  year.  A  child 
was  born  apparently  at  the  full 
.  time,  not  only  alive,  but  which 
lived  and  took  nourilhment  feveral 
days,  without  the  fmallell  vellige 
of  a  brain.  In  all  my  reading  I  do 
not  recolle6l  to  have  met  with  fo 
extraordinary  a  phenomenon ;  nor 
does  it  appear  that  profeffor  Monro, 
who  has  fpent  the  greatell  part  of 
his  time  in  anatomical  and  phy bio¬ 
logical  purfuits,  has  either  feen  or 
read  of  any  thing  exadlly  fimilar. 
He  has  indeed,  in  his  ingenious  oh- 
fervations  on  the  ftruclure  and  func¬ 
tions  of  the  nervous  fyllem,  publilh- 
ed  in  1783,  favoured  the  world 
with  fome  plates,  which  reprefent 
the  heads  of  two  children,  born  at 
the  full  time,  in  which  the  bones 
which  generally  form  the  top  of  the 
cranium  are.  wanting,  and  in  which 
the  brain,  which  is  extremely  fmall, 
proje61s  like  an  excrelcence.  In 
thele  two  inltanees,  however,  there 
was  a  fmall  portion  of  brain  in 
each,  ancl  though  both  the  chil¬ 
dren  are  Hated  to  have  been  born 
at  the  full  time,  yet  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  they  were  even  born 
L  2  alive, 
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alive,  much  lefs  that  they  lived  any 
time  after  birth ;  for,  if  either  had 
been  the  cafe,  we  cannot  fuppofe 
that  a  gentleman  of  Dr.  Monro’s 
great  accuracy,  would  have  omitted 
circumftances  fo  remarkable ;  but 
I  think  we  may,  on  the  contrary, 
infer  from  his  filence,  and  from 
the  following  conclufions,  which  he 
himfelf  draws  from  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  monftrous  productions,  and 
which  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of 
quoting,  as  the  work  is  not  in  every 
performs  hands,  that  they  were  really 
born  d,ead :  — 

“  Nay  we  may,  perhaps,  go  a 
ffcep  farther,  and  doubt  whether,  in- 
ftead  of  confidering  the  brain  as  the 
origin  of  the  nerves,  we  ought  not 
to  conlider  it  merely  as  connedted 
with  the  nerves;  or  whether  there 
are  better  reafons  for  fuppofmg  the 
brain  to  produce  the  nerves,  than 
for  fuppofjng  the  nerves  to  produce 
the  brain.  Some  facts,  at  leaft,  may 
be  here  oblerved,  which  feem  to 
Ihew  that  the  nerves  may  exift,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  brain. 

“I.  In  children  delivered  at  the 
full  time,  plump  and  wTell  formed  in 
their  trunk  and  limbs,  I  have  ob- 
ferved  the  fubflance  which  fupplied 
the  place  of  the  brain,  not  more 
bulky  than  a  fmall  nut ;  and,  inftead 
of  containing  a  white  medullary 
fubflance,  it  was  of  a  red  colour, 
refembling  a  clot  of  blood  :  and 
fmall  cords,  occupying  the  place  of 
the  optic  nerves  were  likewife  of  a 
red  colour.  Yet  the  fpinal  mar¬ 
row,  and  all  the  nerves  from  it, 
had  the  ordinary  fize  and  appear¬ 
ance. 

“  II.  In  a  monftrous  kitten,  with 
two  bodies  and  the  appearance  of 


one  head,  I  found  the  fpinal  mar¬ 
row  of  one  of  the  bodies  connedted 
with  a  brain  and  cerebellum  of  th£ 
common  fhape  and  fize.  But  the 
fpinal  marrow  of  the  other  body, 
though  equally  large,  had  only  a 
fmall  button  of  medullary  fubflance 
at  its  upper  end,  without  a  fuitable 
brain  or  cerebellum  *” 

At  eight  o’clock  on  Monday 
morning,  May  26,  1788,  Mary 
Clarke,  aged  26  years,  and  the 
mother  of  fix  children,  forne  of 
whom  are  healthy  and  others  un¬ 
healthy,  was  delivered  of  a  living 
female  child,  at  the  expence  of  the 
Carlifle  difpenfary. 

The  midwife,  fhoeked  at  the 
ftrange  and  unufual  appearance  of 
the  child’s  head,  fent  for  me  imme¬ 
diately.  I  got  there  about  an  hour 
after  the  delivery,  and  at  firft  fight, 
it  appeared  evident  that  the  bones 
which  form  the  upper  part  of  the 
fcull  were  wanting,  and  that  the 
brain  was  only  covered  by  its  pro¬ 
per  membranes,  the  pia  and  dura 
mater,  and  refembled  a  large  ex- 
crefcencq  which  projected  a  little 
over  the  common  integuments,  efpe- 
cially  towards  the  forehead,  where 
it  extended  over  the  root  of  the 
nofe.  The  colour  of  this  fubflance 
was  a  dark  reddifh  brown,  and  upon 
examining  it  more  particularly,  I 
thought  1  could  perceive  the  divi- 
fion  of  the  two  hemifpheres  of  the 
brain,  and  likewife  the  divifion  of 
the  cerebrum  from  the  cerebellum. 
I  gently  raifed  with  my  fingers,  a 
part  of  it  which  projedted  over  the 
integuments,  which  made  the  child 
cry,  and  produced  a  conliderable 
ftarting,  fimilar  to  what  is  ocea- 
fioned  by  an  electric  fliock.  The 


*  See  Monro’s  Gbfervations  on  the  Nervous  Syftera,  page  26, 116,  and  Table  VIII. 
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child  was  full  grown,  and  feemed 
in  perfebt  health,  her  limbs  were 
plump,  firm,  and  well  proportioned, 
and  Hie  moved  them  with  apparent 
agility.  The  external  organs  of 
fenfe  were  alfo  perfect.  She  l’wal- 
lowed  well,  and  took  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  nourifiiment  for  feveral 
days,  but  fometimes  during  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  fwallowing  ftarted  a  little. 
She  lived  till  five  o'clock  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  June  the  ift,  when 
fhe  expired.  Some  time  before  her 
death  (lie  was  affefted  with  flight 
convulfions.  During  the  three  or 
four  days  preceding  her  death,  there 
was  a  conftant  difchar^e  of  a  thin 
watery  fluid,  fomewhat  tinged  with 
blood,  from  the  excrefcence,  which 
greatly  diminifhed  its  bulk;  for  at 
her  death,  it  was  only  about  half 
the  fize  of  what  it  had  been  when 
fhe  was  born,  and  the  furface 
was,  in  fome  places,  beginning  to 
put  on  an  appearance  of  mortifi¬ 
cation. 

A  few  hours  after  her  death,  Dr. 
Blamire,  and  Mr.  Charles  Farilh, 
accompanied  me  to  the  houfe,  where 
Dr.  Blamire  very  cautioufly  differ¬ 
ed,  away  from  the  bones,  the  whole 
of  the  fubftance;  when  we  found 
the  greateft  part  of  the  frontal,  the 
temporal,  the  occipital,  and  the 
whole  of  the  parietal  bones  want¬ 
ing.  The  fubftance  removed  was 
then,  carefully  examined,  and  what 
was  our  aftoniftiment  to  find  it  en¬ 
tirely  to  confift  of  membranes, 
blood-veffels,  but  principally  of  fe¬ 
veral  bags ;  one  of  which  was  as 
large  as  a  nutmeg,  the  reft  of  dif¬ 
ferent  fizes,but  much  fmaller.  They 
were  all  filled  with  a  brownifli  co¬ 
loured  fluid  ;  which,  when  the  cyfts 
were  pundured,  gullied  out  with 
fome  violence. 

There  was  not  the  leaft  appear¬ 


ance  of  cerebrum,  cerebellum,  or 
any  medullary  fubftance  whatever. 
The  fpinal  marrowr  had  a  natural 
appearance,  but  did  not  feem  to 
have  been  connected  with  the  parts 
above  del’cribed. 

Having  accurately  related  the 
fads  as  they  appeared  to  Dr.  Bla¬ 
mire  and  myfelf,  which  for  their 
Angularity  deferve  to  be  recorded; 
I  think  the  few  following  obvious 
inferences  may  be  drawn  from  them, 
l.  That  the  fluid  difcharged  from  the 
excrefcence  during  the  life  of  the 
infant,  and  which  produced  the 
great  diminution  of  its  bulk,  was 
occaftoned  by  the  rupture,  or  ero- 
fton  of  cyfts,  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
remained  found  and  full  of  water 
after  death.  2d.  That  the  living 
principle,  the  nerves  of  the  trunk, 
and  extremities,  fenfation  and  mo¬ 
tion,  may  exift  independent  of,  and 
that  the  natural,  vital,  and  animal 
functions,  may  be  performed  with¬ 
out,  the  brain.  And  as  the  exter¬ 
nal  organs  of  fenfe,  viz.  the  eyes, 
the  note,  the  tongue,  and  the  ears, 
ail  feemed  perfect;  may  we  not, 
therefore,  fuppofe,  that  the  optic, 
the  olfactory,  the  guftatory,  and 
the  auditory  nerves,  may  exift 
independent  of,  and  unconnect¬ 
ed  with  either  the  brain  or  fpinal 
marrow  ? 

I  content  myfelf  with  little  more 
than  defcribing  this  extraordinary 
cafe,  and  leave  to  others  to  deduce 
from  it,  fuch  conclusions  as  the  ap¬ 
pearances  obferved  may  be  thought 
to  warrant. 
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Account  of  a  Chancre  in  the  Com¬ 
plexion  of  a  Negro. 

[From  the  Monthly  Magazine .] 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  lately  received,  from  a 
very  refpectable  correfpondent,  at 
Philadelphia,  fome  particular  infor¬ 
mation  refpecting  a  negro  man  of 
Virginia,  who,  in  1792,  at  about  the 
age  of  3B  years,  began  to  change 
from  a  black  to  white  complexion. 

I  think  the  facts  are  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary,  as  to  merit  prefervation  ;  and 
that  this  purpofe  will  be  no  where 
better  anfwered,  than  by  giving  an 
abridged  hate  of  them  a  place  in 
your  ufeful  repofitory.  They  are  as 
follow  : 

In  July,  1796,  Henry  Mofs  came 
to  Philadelphia,  and  returned  to 
Virginia  in  November  following. 
Pie  produced  a  certificate,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy : 

“  I  do  hereby  certify,  that  I  have 
been  well  acquainted  with  Henry 
Mofs,  who  is  the  bearer  hereof, 
upwards  of  thirty  years  ;  the  whole 
of  which  time,  he  has  fupported  an 
Lpneft  character.  In  the  late  war, 
he  enlilted  with  me  in  the  conti¬ 
nental  army,  as  a  foldier,  and  be¬ 
haved  himfelf  very  well  as  fuch. 
From  the  firft  of  my  acquaintance 
with  him,  till  within  two  or  three 
years  patt,  he  was  of  as  dark  a 
complexion  as  any  African ;  and, 
without  any  known  caufe,  it  has 
changed  to  what  it  is  at  prefent. 
He  was  free-born,  and  ferved  his 
time  with  major  John  Brint,  late 
jy f  Charlotte  county.  Given  under 
my  hand,  the  2d  of  September, 
1794.  “  Joseph  Holt, 

“  Bedford  county/’ 

Pie  was  alfo  perfonally  known  to 
feveral  of  the  other  officers  of  the 
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regiment  in  which  he  ferved,  who 
affierted,  that  he  was  then  black, 
and  that  there  was  no  reafon  to 
queftion  his  veracity.  When  at 
Philadelphia,  the  prefident  (Waih- 
ington)  faw  him,  as  well  as  many 
others,  whofe  notice  of  him  was 
attracted  by  the  fingularity  of  the 
cafe.  Pie  appeared  to  be  a  modeft, 
well-behaved  man,-  and  the  clear 
pertinent  manner  in  which  he  an¬ 
fwered  their  various  queftions,  left 
them  in  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
fuch  parts  of  his  ftory  as  refted  on 
his  own  credit.  Being  afked  a  great 
many,  tending  to  difcover  whether 
the  change  had  been  effe&ed  by  any 
alteration  in  his  mode  of  life  or 
diet,  of  his  health,  of  cutaneous 
diforders,  or  remedies  ufed  for  their 
removal,  or  any  other  phyfical 
caufe  ?  nothing  appeared  to  account 
for  it. 

He  has  all  the  features  common 
to  the  African,  though  not  fo  ftrongly 
marked.  PI  is  ftature  is  about  five 
feet  fix  inches ;  his  age  42  years. 
On  his  face,  from  the  roots  of  his 
hair,  on  the  finciput,  about  one 
inch  in  breadth,  extending  by  his 
right  ear,  with  increafe  of  breadth 
under  his  chin,  and  upwards,  to 
within  two  inches  of  the  left  ear, 
is  perfectly  fair  as  any  European. 
From  the  eye-lids,  above  both  eyes, 
the  African  complexion  has  entirely 
difappeared.  For  nearly  one  inch 
in  latitude,  under  the  right  eye, 
there  is  a  fmall  white  ftreak ;  and 
under  the  left  eye,  a  broader  one. 
Around  his  mouth,  is  a  ltreak  of 
white,  fhaded  by  another  remaining 
ftreak  of  black,  reaching  nearly  to 
the  chin,  under  which,  all  round 
his  neck,  he  has  a  very  fair  Euro¬ 
pean  complexion.  The  lines  divid¬ 
ing  the  black  from  the  white,  are 
not  regularly  defined,  but  indented 
x  and 
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and  infulated,  the  borders  appear¬ 
ing  as  iflands  and  peninfulas,  as  they 
are  reprefented  on  the  chart  of  a 
fea  coafl.  The  whole  of  his  bread, 
arms,  and  legs,  fo  far  as  it  was 
decent  to  expofe  them  to  a  mixed 
company,  were  of  a  clear  Euro¬ 
pean  complexion,  interfperfed  with 
fmall  fpecks  of  his  original  colour, 
as  freckles  on  the  Ik  in  of  a  fair 
woman  appear  in  fummer.  The 
backs  and  palms  of  his  hands  are 
alfo  perfectly  fair;  but  on  their 
tides,  from  the  wrifls  to  the  ends 
of  his  thumbs  and  fingers,  there 
are  firipes  of  black;  and  on  the 
outfides  of  his  thumbs  and  fingers, 
there  are  fpots  of  it.  But,  generally, 
between  the  limbs,  and  wherever 
Ikin  meets  fkin,  and  is  covered  by 
clothing,  the  change  is  perfect  from 
the  colour  of  an  African,  to  that  of 
a  fair  European;  and  it  was  be¬ 
lieved,  that  the  whole  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  then  remaining,  if  accurately 
meafured,  would  not  amount  to  one 
fquare  foot.  His  hair  is  undergo¬ 
ing  a  fimilar  change,  from  the  black 
crifpy  wool  of  the  African,  to  the 
foft  curly  hair  of  an  European, 
wherever  the  colour  of  the  fkin  is 
altered ;  and  in  the  white  parts,  it 
is  become  foft  and  long,  intlead  of 
harfh  and  fhort. — Upon  preffing  his 
Ikin  with  a  finger,  the  part  preffed 
appeared  white ;  and  on  removal  of 
the  preffure,the  difplaced  blood  rufh- 
ed  back,  fuffufing  the  part  with  red, 
exactly  as  in  the  cafe  of  an  Euro¬ 
pean,  in  like  circumflances  ;  and  his 
veins,  and  their  ramifications,  had 
the  fame  appearance.  In  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  two  colours,  there  ap¬ 
peared  no  difcontinuity,  or  fiffure, 
in  the  external  furface  of  the  fkin; 
and  it  feemed  evident,  that  the 
change  was  not  occafioned  by  the 
calling  off  the  epidermis,  but  by  the 
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diffolution  of  the  rete  mucofuin,  be¬ 
tween  the  dermis  and  epidermis  :  fo 
that  he  was  not  fenfible  of  the  leaft 
obfiru&ion,  on  the  paffage  of  a  razor 
from  the  black  to  the  white,  or  from 
the  white  to  the  black  parts  of  his 
face. 

He  faid,  that  his  paternal  grand¬ 
father  was  born  in  Africa,  and  his 
grandmother  an  Indian  native  of 
America;  that  his  father  (the  iffue 
of  their  marriage)  married  a  mulatto 
woman,  born  of  an  African  father, 
and  an  Irifh  mother ;  and  that  his 
maternal  grandfather  was  a  native 
of  Africa. — That  about  February, 
1792,  he  firfl  perceived  a  change 
in  his  fkin,  about  the  roots  of  his 
finger-nails,  which  extended  to  the 
length  of  the  firfl  joints;  that  about 
two  months  afterwards,  the  back  of 
his  neck  began  to  change,  gradually 
extending  downward,  and  round  his 
body,  to  molt  parts  covered  by  his 
clothes ;  that  the  alteration  was 
greater  in  the  fecond,  than  the  firfl 
year;  and  that  he  has  not  perceived 
much,  if  any,  progrefs  in  the  winter, 
or  cold  weather.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  fummer  of  1796,  it  was  fo 
rapid  on  his  face  and  hands,  that 
feveral  who  revifited  him,  after  an 
abfence  of  twelve  or  fourteen  days, 
difcovered  a  very  obvious  altera¬ 
tion  ;  and  they  had  no  doubt,  that 
if  he  fhould  live  over  another  fum¬ 
mer  or  two,  the  change  would  be 
completed  throughout.  He  remark¬ 
ed,  that  fince  it  began,  he  has  been 
much  more  fenfible  of  the  heat  of 
the  fun  on  his  fhoulders,  than  for¬ 
merly  ;  and  that  bliflers  and  freckles 
have  been  raifed  on  every  part 
which  holes  in  his  clothes  had  ex- 
pofed  to  its  adfion ;  and  alfo,  that 
he  has  felt  the  cold  much  mor® 
fenfibly  than  before. 

Such  is  the  hillory,  fo  far  as  it 

E  £  goes* 
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goes,  of  the  change  of  a  negro  to  a 
white  man— a  change,  which,  had 
Henry  Mofs  happened  to  have  been 
a  Have,  would  have  furnifhed  an  ir¬ 
refragable  argument  for  annihilating 
his  owner’s  claim.  Now  as,  on  the 
prefent  prevailing  fyftem  of  mora¬ 
lity,  a  black  colour  fo  clearly  autho¬ 
rizes  the  extreme  degradation  of  a 
contiderable  portion  of  the  human 
race ;  and  as  the  change  from  white 
to  black  muft  be  admitted  as  equally 
Jjoffible  with  the  reverfe  above  ftatedj 


it  may  be  well  for  the  white  Have 
dealers,  and  their  fair  abettors,  whe¬ 
ther  legiflators  or  others,  to  confider 
how  far  they  may  be  perfonally  in- 
terefted  in  perpetuating  fuch  a  cri¬ 
terion:  as  by  it,  they  may  ulti¬ 
mately  be  doomed  to  the  wretched- 
nefs,  to  which  they  are  now  devot¬ 
ing  millions,  unimpeached  of  any 
crime  more  atrocious  than  that  of 
differing  from  themfelves  in  com¬ 
plexion,  D.  W, 

Jjondon ,  April  17,  1797. 
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USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


Firjl  Report  from  the  Committee  on 
Wajie  Lands,  fyc. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into 
cenjideration  the  Means  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  Cultivation  and  Im¬ 
provement  of  the  JVa/le ,  Unin - 
clofed ,  and  Unproductive  Lands, 
and  the  Common  Arable  Fields, 

Common  Meadows,  and  Common 
of  Pafture  in  this  Kingdom ;  and 
who  were  empowered  to  report 
their  Proceeding,  together  with 
their  Opinion  thereon,  from  Time 
to  Time,  to  the  Hovfe, 

1~WAVING  proceeded  to  that 
ii  important  inquiry,  and  hav¬ 
ing  examined  feveral  intelligent  per- 
fons  upon  the  fubject,  and  had  fe¬ 
veral  papers  and  other  documents 
laid  before  them,  have  thought  it 
expedient  to  lofe  no  time  in  fub- 
mitting  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Iioufe  the  information  they  have 
already  collected;  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  will  hate  with  as  much  brevity 
as  poffible, 

I.  The  progrefs  that  has  hitherto 
been  made  in  the  inclofure  of  land 
by  private  ads,  in  fo  far  as  the  fame 
can  be  afcertained. 

II.  The  extent  of  land  remaining 
iminclofed,  and  the  means  which,  in 
the  judgment  of  your  committee, 
are  likely  to  be  molt  effectual  for 
the  fpeedy  inclofure  thereof. 

*  See  Petition  againft  Ropley  Inclofure,  Comm.  Jour.  Yol.  XVI.  p.  381. 


I. 

Progrefs  of  Inclofure  by  Private 
Ads. 

The  firft  ad  for  the  inclofure  of 
lands  according  to  the  modern  fyf- 
tem,  is  that  of  Ropley,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Southampton,  anno  1709-10. 
This,  as  might  be  expended  in  a  new 
attempt,  was  oppofed,  though,  for¬ 
tunately,  without  fuccefs  *.  Only 
one  other  ad  paffed  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne;  namely,  that  of  Thro- 
marton,  alias  Farmington,  in  the 
county  of  Glouceller.  In  the  reign 
of  George  I.  there  were  but  fixteen 
ads ;  in  that  of  George  II.  only  220. 
The  remainder,  amounting  to  1,532, 
have  all  taken  place  during  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  prior  to 
the  firft  feftion  of  the  prefent  parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  following  Table  will  give 
fome  idea  of  the  number  of  thefe 
bills  that  paffed  every  ten  years, 
and  the  average  thereof,  commenc¬ 
ing  anno  1726  ;  fince  which  period, 
ads  of  inclofure  have  paffed  in  a 
greater  or  fmaller  number  every  year. 

Number  of  Bills  for  Ten  Years . 
Ending  anno  1735 


1735 

38 

4 

1745 

39 

4 

1755 

61 

6 

1765 

312 

3i 

1775 

471 

47 

1785 

469 

47 

1796 

371 

37 

Your 
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Your  Committee  next  proceeded 
to  draw  up  an  abftrad  of  the  ads  of 
inclofure  which  have  paffed  for  each 
county  ;  and  an  eftimate  of  the  ex* 
tent  of  land  thereby  inclofed  in  each. 
The  number  of  ads  could  be  in 
general  fufticiently  afcertained  by 
perilling  the  titles  to  the  ftatutes 
palled  each  year  ;  but  the  extent  of 
land  thereby  inclofed  could  not  fo 
eafily  be  known.  In  the  greater 
part  of  the  ads,  it  is  true,  that  feme 
general  eftimate  is  given  of  the  land 


to  be  inclofed,  but  in  1776  ads, 
there  are  no  lefs  a  number  than 
466,  which  do  not  fpecify  the  con* 
tents  in  acres. 

In  this  fituation,  your  Committee 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  bell  rule 
to  proceed  upon  was  to  take  the 
average  number  of  acres,  where 
the  contents  were  fpecified,  as  the 
rule  of  calculation  where  the  ex¬ 
tent  was  unknown;  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Table  is  drawn  up  on  that 
principle : — - 


General  Table  of  the  Ads  of  Inclofure ,  from  the  Commencement  of  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Anne ,  to  the  Conclujion  of  the  Seffion  of  the  ljtk 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain ,  37  George  III.  anno  1 797- 


1. 

2. 

3* 

4- 

5- 

6. 

7- 

COUNTY. 

Number  of  Acts 
where  the  Extent 
is  fpecified. 

Extent  of  Land 
inclofed,  where  the 
Number  of  Acres  is 
fpecified. 

Number  of  Acts 
where  the  Extent  is 
not  fpecified. 

Probable  Extent 
where  the  Number 
of  Acres  is  not 
fpecified. 

| 

Total  Number  of 
Ads. 

Total 

Extent. 

Bedford  -  -  - 

17 

3°*°3i 

14 

24,732 

31 

54,763 

Berks  -  -  - 

7 

6,333 

20 

153*333 

27 

159,666 

Bucks  -  -  - 

31 

38,457 

22 

26,899 

53 

63*356 

Cambridge  -  - 

5 

8,816 

2 

3*516 

7 

12,352 

C heller  -  -  - 

12 

10,563 

mm 

-  -  - 

12 

10,563 

Cumberland 

7 

25,146 

11 

38,087 

18 

63*233 

Derby  -  -  - 

54>985 

11 

9*600 

74 

64*585 

Dorfet  -  -  - 

9 

13*354 

5 

6,308 

14 

19,622 

Durham  -  -  - 

26 

64,115 

— 

-  -  - 

26 

64,615 

Effex  -  -  -  - 

2 

1,022 

1 

511 

3 

i*533 

Gloucefter  -  - 

39 

5M71 

35 

46,192 

74 

27,663 

Hereford  -  - 

7 

3*320 

- 

- 

7 

3*3oo 

Hertford  -  * 

6 

'  8,022 

3 

4*011 

9 

12,033 

Huntingdon-  - 

19 

30,750 

8 

14,47* 

27 

45,321 

Dan  caller  -  - 

27 

26,801 

1 

993 

28 

27-994 

Leicefter  - 

117 

161,208 

18 

24,814 

135 

186,102 

Lincoln  -  -  - 

153 

368,01 8 

19 

46,879 

172 

414*897 

Middlefex  -  - 

2 

3*350 

3 

4*525 

5 

7.875 

Norfolk  -  -  - 

37 

70,176 

16 

30,346 

53 

100,222 

Northampton  - 

97 

t 

157*956 

,  39 

48,852 

127 

206,808 

(  continued.) 
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General  Table  continued. 


1. 

2. 

3- 

4. 

5- 

6. 

7- 

Northumberland 

30 

1 1 1,248 

a,  — 

... 

30 

111 ,248 

Nottingham 

60 

108,541 

19 

34,223 

79 

142,764 

Oxforcf  -  -  “ 

34 

50,736 

33 

49,224 

67 

99,980 

Rutland  -  -  - 

15 

■  22,704 

3 

4,54i 

18 

27,245 

Salop  -  -  - 

16 

1 8,920 

2 

2,365 

18 

21,285 

Somerfet  -  - 

42 

44,086 

3 

3,214 

45 

48,200 

Southampton  - 

20 

15,782 

15 

11,587 

35 

27,369 

Stafford  -  -  - 

35 

35,646 

3 

3,027 

38 

38,673 

Suffolk  -  -  - 

7 

7,5oi 

1 

1,072 

8 

8.573 

Surry  -  -  « 

2 

437 

1 

218 

3 

615 

Suffex  -  -  - 

4 

1,45° 

- 

-  -  - 

4 

1,450 

Warwick  -  - 

38 

49A55 

3i 

40A34 

69 

89,289 

Weftmoreland  - 

2 

2,108 

1 1 

11,689 

13 

14,027 

Wilts  -  -  - 

18 

31,681 

36 

63,368 

54 

95,052 

Worcefter  -  - 

26 

24,184 

36 

33,486 

62 

57,670 

York-  -  -  - 

265 

338,757 

50 

63,954 

315 

402,711 

• 

i>297 

1,997,372 

454 

806,501 

1,761 

2,803,873 

WALES. 

Flint  -  -  -  - 

6 

16,990 

6 

16,990 

Glamorgan  -  - 

1 

750 

- 

“ 

1 

750 

Monmouth  -  - 

1 

780 

- 

«•  «■*  _ 

1 

780 

Montgomery 

4 

8,626 

1 

2A57 

5 

10,783 

Pembroke  -  - 

1 

2,450 

1 

2,450 

2 

4,900 

13 

28,596 

2 

4,507 

15 

33,203 

1,31° 

2,025,968 

466 

811,108 

1,776 

2,837,873 

Total  number  of 
inclofures  from 
the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne, 
to  the  conclufion 
of  the  feffion  of 
the  17th  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great 
Britain  - 

1,297 

1,997,372 

464 

' 

806,501 

\ 

1,761 

/ 

2,803,873 

D°  in  Wales 

>9 

28,596 

2 

4,607 

15 

33,203 

Grand  Total 

1,310 

2,025,968 

466 

811,108 

>-776 

2,837,873 
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On  the  preceding  Table  your 
Committee  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  no  acts  of  inclofure  have  taken 
place  in  the  counties  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall;  and  a  very  few  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  extent  in  the  princi¬ 
pality  of  Wales.  Indeed  there  is 
every  reafon  to  imagine  that  coun¬ 
ties  at  a  diftance  from  the  metro¬ 
polis  are  deterred  from  making  ap¬ 
plications  to  parliament,  by  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  obtaining  fuch  ads,  and 
the  expence  attending  them ;  and 
that  no  extenfive  plan  ot  improve¬ 
ment  can  be  expected  in  the  more 
remote  parts  of  the  kingdom  whilfl 
the  preleni  fyftem  continues. 

Your  Committee  have  alfo 
thought  proper  to  draw  up  a  table 
of  the  acts,  according  to  the  reigns 
of  the  different  fovereigns,  together 
■with  a  calculation  of  the  extent  of 
land  inclofed  in  each  reign. 

General  Table  of  Acts  of  Tnclofures , 
according  to  the  Reigns  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Sovereigns. 

-p  .  Number  Extent  of  Land 

vl^n*  ofAdts.  inclofed. 

Queen  Anne  -  -  2  -  1,438 

George  I.  -  16  -  17,660 

George  IT.  -  226  -  318,778 

George  III.  -  i,532  “  2,804,197 

D776  2,837,873 

It  would  alfo  have  been  defireable 
to  have  diftinguifhed  the  extent  of 
wade  land  inclofed,  compared  to 
that  of  common  fields  or  lands  of 
an  arable  nature ;  but  to  have  afcer- 
tained  the  fame  with  any  tolerable 
accuracy,  would  have  required  fo 
much  tune,  and  been  attended  with 
fo  many  difficulties,  that  your  Com¬ 
mittee  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
giving  up  the  idea. 


II. 

On  the  Extent  of  Land  remaining 
uninclofed ,  and,  the  Means  which 
might  be  adopted  for  more  effec¬ 
tually  promoting  the  Inclofure 
thereof. 

HAVING  endeavoured  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  quantity  of  land  already  in¬ 
clofed,  it  would  have  been  extremely 
defireable,  in  the  next  place,  to  have 
laid  before  the  Houfe  an  accurate 
Abatement  of  the  extent  of  land  Hill 
remaining  uninclofed,  restricting 
the  eftimate  to  England,  as  the 
waftes  and  commons  of  Scotland  do 
not  come  within  the  fcope  of  this 
report.  Your  Committee,  however, 
on  this  head,  have  been  under  the 
neceffity  of  being  fatisfied  with  very 
general  calculations,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  refult: — 

It  is  fuppofed  that  England  alone 
contains  about  46,000,000  of  acres, 
of  which  about  7,800,000  remain 
wafte  in  common  or  uncultivated  ; 
and  on  the  fuppofition  that  only 
1,200,000  acres  are  in  a  flate  of 
common  fields,  or,  from  various  cir- 
eumftances,  as  from  Lammas  te¬ 
nure,  &c.  cannot  be  inclofed  with¬ 
out  the  authority  of  parliament,  it 
would  appear  that  at  leaf!  one-fifth 
part  of  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
ifland  remains  fu’bject  to  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  a  general  bill  of  inclofure. 

The  progrefs  in  dividing  and 
improving  this  extent  of  territory 
muft  be  extremely  flow;  and  expe¬ 
rience  has  already  fatally  proved, 
that,  as  the  law  now  Hands,  it  is 
extremely  inadequate  to  the  in- 
creafing  population  and  confump- 
tion  of  the  country.  On  the  fup¬ 
pofition  indeed  that  50,000  acres 
are  annually  inclofed  under  the  pre¬ 
sent  fyflem,  if  there  are  10,000,000 
acres  uninclofed,  it  would  require 

200  years 
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aoo  years  before  the  whole  is  ae- 
complifhed.  Befides,  in  many  cases, 
tlie  commons  are  too  fmall  to  bear 
the  heavy  expence  attending  a  fpe- 
cial  act  of  parliament ;  and  in  re¬ 
mote  parts  of  the  country,  where 
the  land  is  of  little  value,  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  an  a6t  is  a  very  material 
consideration,  Your  Committee 
will  therefore  proceed  briefly  to 
Hate  the  means  which  have  occur¬ 
red  to  them  for  removing  fo  great 
an  obftacle  to  improvement. 

To  pafs  a  law  permitting  perfons 
unanimoufly  contenting  to  an  in- 
clofure  to  divide  their  common  pro¬ 
perty  by  agreement  among  them- 
felves,  and  to  remove  all  legal  dif- 
abilities  which  may  (land  in  the  way 
of  fuch  agreement,  is  a  meafure 
which  will  not  probably  meet  with 
any  oppofition  ;  and  your  Commit¬ 
tee  have  come  to  a  resolution,  re¬ 
commending  that  fuch  a  bill  Should 
be  Submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Houfe.  The  great  difficulty  how¬ 
ever  is,  to  fuggeft  the  means  of  bring¬ 
ing  about  a  divifion  where  the  par¬ 
ties  differ  regarding  the  inclofure. 

If  the  parties  are  not  unanimous, 
there  are  two  modes  by  which  the 
inclofure  might  be  effetted;  namely, 
lit,  By  giving  authority  to  the 
courts  of  law  either  to  appoint  com- 
miffioners,  or  to  divide  the  commons 
by  judicial  proceedings  :  or,  2d,  To 
enable  the  parties  interefted  to  ap¬ 
point  commiffioners  for  the  purpol'e 
of  Separating  the  portions  of  thofe 
who  aflent  from  thofe  who  diffent 
to  the  inclofure,  in  order  that  the 


61 

fhares  belonging  to  tlie  affenters 
may  be  inclofed. 

In  regard  to  the  firft  idea,  that  of 
palling  a  law  giving  the  power  of 
nominating  the  commiffioners,  not 
to  the  parties  interefted,  but  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Judge  of  Al- 
fize,  the  Grand  Jury,  or  the  Quar¬ 
ter  Seftions  of  each  county;  or  to 
adopt  a  plan  Similar  to  that  efta- 
blifhed  in  Scotland,  by  which  the 
commons  are  divided  by  the  courts 
of  law,  without  the  intervention  of 
commiffioners,  it  would  require  very 
deliberate  consideration.  The  Scotch 
plan,  your  Committee  understand, 
has  in  Some  cafes  been  found  ex¬ 
pensive,  and  in  others  impractica¬ 
ble  L  And  in  regard  to  the  grant¬ 
ing  authority  to  the  Chancellor,  the 
Judge  of  Affize,  the  Grand  Jury,  or 
the  Quarter  Seftions,  to  appoint 
commiffioners,  if  other  means  can  be 
thought  of  to  anfwer  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  it  feems  unneceffary  to  add  to 
the  labour  of  thofe  who  are,  it  is 
fuppofed,  already  Sufficiently  loaded 
with  judicial  bufmefs. 

2d.  To  the  adoption  of  the  Se¬ 
cond  plan,  however,  your  Commit¬ 
tee  can  fee  no  material  objection. 
It  is  an  eftabliflied  principle  in  the 
law  of  England,  that  no  perfon 
holding  a  property  in  Severalty  can 
have  that  property  encroached  up¬ 
on  without  his  own  content,  or  an 
adt  of  the  legislature.  But  the  cafe 
is  different  where  the  property  is 
mixed.  It  is  well  known  that  joint 
tenants,  coparceners,  and  tenants 
in  common,  are  either  by  the  eom- 


*  Attempts  have  been  made  to  divide  a  common  called  Milbuie,  Situated  in  tbe 
counties  of  Rofs  and  Comarty  ;  but  in  vain.  To  afeertain  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and 
the  extent  of  their  mutual  interefts,  before  a  court  of  law,  was  found  impracticable. 
Rut  commiffioners  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  invefted  with  authority  fimiJar  to  that 
granted  in  an  Englifli  bill  of  inclofure,  would  have  found  no  difficulty  iu  dividing  that 
common. 

mon 
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man  law,  or  by  exprefs  ftatute, 
compellable  to  a  divifion  ;  and  it  is 
only  neceffary  to  extend  the  fame 
principles  to  mixed  property  of 
every  other  defcription,  to  obtain 
what  has  been  fo  long  ardently 
wifhed  for, — an  eafy  and  effectual 
method  of  promoting  a  general  fyf- 
tem  of  improvement.  For  that 
purpofe,  it  is  propofed  that  provifion 
fhould  be  made,  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  a^general  law,  by  which  all 
perfons  poffefied  of  mixed  property 
in  land,  dehrous  of  incloling  or  im¬ 
proving  the  fame,  fhall  be  enabled 
to  have  their  fhare  in  that  property 
feparately  let  out,  leaving  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  thofe  who  diffent  from  fuch 
a  meafure,  in  its  former  mixed 
ftate.  By  this  plan,  every  indivi¬ 
dual  may  do  what  he  judges  bell 
with  his  own  property;  but  he  is 
not  entitled,  contrary  to  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  juft  ice  and  equity,  to  pre¬ 
vent  other  individuals  from  enjoying 
the  fame  valuable  privilege.  For 
effecting  fo  important  an  object,  it 
is  propofed  to  legalize  the  divifion 
of  mixed  property  -by  commiffion- 
ers,  one  appointed  by  the  parties 
affenting  to  the  inclofure,  another 
by  the  parties  diffenting,  and  a  third 
by  the  two  commiffioners  previoufly 
nominated.  This  is  in  fact  merely 
extending  the  principles  of  the  writ 
of  partition,  as  improved  on  by  the 
proviffons  of  8  and  9  Will.  III. 
Cap.  31.  to  other  mixed  property, 
through  the  medium  of  commiffion¬ 
ers,  in  confequence  of  the  rights 
being  too  complicated  for  a  jury  to 
decide  on  them  ;  and  by  that  fimple 
operation,  the  great  object  of  faci¬ 
litating  the  improvement  of  the 
country  will  be  effe&ually  fecured. 
The  parties  defirous  of  an  inclofure 
may  thus  obtain  the  objedl  of  their 
withes ;  whereas  thofe  who  are 
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either  unable  or  unwilling  to  im¬ 
prove  their  allotments,  and  there¬ 
fore  diffent  from  the  inclofure,  are 
permitted  to  retain  their  thares  in 
common  as  formerly.  This  is  in¬ 
finitely  preferable  to  compelling  a 
reluctant  afl'ent ;  lor  if  the  improve¬ 
ments  made  in  the  portion  thus  in- 
clofed,  are  found  to  anfwer,  thofe 
who  diffent  will  loon  follow  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  their  neighbours. 

Conclujion. 

Your  Committee  cannot  too 
ftrongly  recommend  to  the  Houfe 
an  immediate  attention  to  this  im¬ 
portant  fubjedt.  Every  means 
(they  are  of  opinion)  ought  to  be 
taken  for  adding,  without  delay, 
from  at  leaft  150,000  to  perhaps 
300,000  acres  to  the  land  now  in 
cultivation,  as  the  only  effedfual 
means  of  preventing  that  importa¬ 
tion  of  corn,  and  difadvantaaes 
therefrom,  by  which  this  country 
has  already  fo  deeply  fullered.  But 
if  the  views  of  the  legiffature  fhould 
extend  ft  ill  further,  and  if  the  ne- 
ceffary  meafures  are  taken  for  im¬ 
proving  the  territory,  now  in  a 
Itate  of  defedtive  cultivation,  as  welt 
as  cultivating  the  lands  which  ftill 
remain  in  a  wafte  and  unproductive 
ftate,  this  country  might  draw  as' 
much  wealth  from  exporting  the 
furplus  produce  of  its  foil  as  from 
any  branch  of  its  commerce,  how¬ 
ever  lucrative;  and  thence  would 
arife  a  fouree  of  riches  not  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  caprice,  but  arifing 
from  the  neceffities  of  other  nations. 
Such  a  rcfource,  in  a  domeftic  point 
of  view,  is  the  moft  likely  means 
of  enabling  us  to  bear  the  heavy 
burthens  to  which  we  are  now  fub- 
jedled,  without  being  exhaufted  or 
crulhed  by  the  preflure. 

It  is  more  particularly  neceffary 

to 
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to  carry  fuch  a  meafure  fpeedily 
into  effect,  becaufe  it  might  be  of 
the  mod  effential  public  fervice,  as 
foon  as  the  prefent  war  is  con¬ 
cluded,  to  have  fo  important  a  re- 
fource  opened  at  home  for  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  our  gallant  foldiery, 
who  muff  be  difmiffed  when  fuch  an 
event  takes  place,  and  to  whom  the 
cultivation  and  improvement. of  the 
territory  of  the  country  would  fur- 
nilh  by  far  the  molt  ufeful  and  va¬ 
luable  of  all  occupations.  A  dif- 
banded  fleet  fupplies  our  merchant¬ 
men  with  failors,  and  may  extend 
the  fisheries  on  our  coafts ;  but  a 
dilbanded  army  has  hitherto  had 
little  refource,  but  emigration  to  our 
colonies,  or  to  foreign  countries,  or 
reforting  to  manufactures,  many  of 
which  require  (kill  and  experience  in 
thofe  who  are  employed  in  them. 
Since  the  introduction  of  machinery, 
however,  great  numbers  of  hands 
are  lefs  neceffary  for  our  manufac¬ 
tures  than  formerly  ;  and  hence  the 
proper  bufinefs  for  our  dilbanded  fol- 
diers  would  be  the  cultivation  of  the 
foil.  With  what  fatisfaCtion  would 
not  the  nation  at  large  witnefs  thofe 
brave  and  gallant  men,  who  in  time 
of  war  devoted  themfelves  to  the 
neceffary  defence  of  their  country, 
in  the  time  of  peace  ufefully  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  effential  employment  of 
furnifhing  it  with  fubfiftence  ! 

On  the  whole,  your  Committee 
have  come  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions : — 

Refolvecl ,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  improvement  of  the  wafte, 
uninclofed,  and  unproductive  lands, 
and  of  the  common  arable  fields, 
common  meadows,  and  common  of 
pafture,  in  this  kingdom,  is  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  fuch  effential  confequence  to 
the  general  interefts  of  the  nation, 


that  every  means  ought  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  fpeedily  and  effectually,  to  ae- 
complifli  the  fame ;  and  that  every 
poffible  ftep  ought  to  be  taken  for 
that  purpofe,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  feffion  of  parliament. 

Refolved ,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  it  would 
tend  to  promote  the  inclofure  of 
fuch  lands,  if  a  bill  were  paffed  for 
dividing,  allotting,  and  inclofing  the 
wafte  lands,  commons,  common 
fields,  and  other  commonable  lands, 
of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  by  agreement  among  the 
parties  interefted  therein,  and  for 
removing  any  legal  difabilities  which 
may  ftand  in  the  way  of  fuch  agree¬ 
ment. 

Refolved ,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  it  would 
materially  tend  to  the  inclofure  of 
fuch  lands  (more  efpecially  where 
the  parties  are  neither  numerous  dr 
complicated)  if,  in  cafes  where  the 
parties  are  not  unanimous,  a  law 
were  paffed  for  enabling  any  perfon 
or  perfons  entitled  to  any  wafte, 
uninclofed,  and  unproductive  lands, 
common  arable  fields,  common 
meadows,  or  common  of  pafture,  or 
any  portion  thereof,  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England,  to  di¬ 
vide,  inclofe,  and  hold  the  fame  in 
feveralty, 

Refolved ,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  the  chair¬ 
man  do  move  the  Houfe  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  purfuant 
to  the  above  refolutions. 


Account 
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Account  of  a  Cottage  and  Garden 
near  Tadcajier ,  by  Thomas  Ber¬ 
nard,  Esq.  ;  dejigned  to  Jhew  the 
benefit  refitting  from  allowing 
fmall  'portions  of  land  to  Labour¬ 
ers. 

s 

[ From  Communications  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture ,  Vol.  /.] 

TWO  miles  from  Tadcafier,  on 
the  left  hand  fide  of  the  road  to 
York,  hands  a  beautiful  little  cot¬ 
tage,  with  a  garden,  that  has  long 
attracted  the  eye  of  the  travel¬ 
ler.  The  flip  of  land  is  exactly  a 
rood,  inelofed  by  a  cut  quick  hedge ; 
and  containing  the  cottage,  fifteen 
apple  trees,  one  green  gage,  and 
three  wine  four  plum  trees,  two  apri¬ 
cot  trees,  feveral  goofeberry  and 
currant  bufhes,  abundance  of  com¬ 
mon  vegetables,  and  three  hives  of 
bees,  being  all  the  apparent  wealth 
of  the  poffeffor.  The  lingular  neat- 
nefs  and  good  order  that  marked 
every  part  of  this  little  domain,  and 
fome  circumfiances  refpeding  the 
owner,  which  had  been  mentioned 
to  me  by  Dr.  Burgh  of  York,  made 
me  anxious  to  obtain  the  hiftory  of 
the  cottager  and  his  family.  In  the 
end  of  May,  1797,  I  called  there 
in  my  way  from  York  ;  but  found 
the  houfe  and  the  gate  of  the  garden 
locked.  In  the  road  to  Tadcaller, 
however,  I  met  his  wife,  laden  with 
a  bafket  of  provifions  from  the 
market ;  and  engaged  her  to  find 
her  hufband,  who  was  at  work  about 
a  mile  off,  and  to  fend  him  to  me  to 
the  inn  at  Tadcaller.  When  he  ar¬ 
rived,  he  very  willingly  gave  me  liis 
hiftory,  as  follows  : 

His  name  is  Britton  Abbot;  his 
age  (ixty-feven  ;  and  his  wife’s  near¬ 
ly  the  same.  At  nine  years  old  he 
had  gone  to  work  with  a  farmer; 
auh  being  a  careful  fleadv  lad,  and 


a  good  labourer,  particularly  m 
what  is  called  talk  work,  he  had 
managed  fo  well,  that  before  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  had  ac¬ 
cumulated  near  40 1.  He  then  mar¬ 
ried,  and  took  a  little  farm  at  30/. 
a  year ;  but,  before  the  end  of  the 
fecond  year,  he  found  it  prudent,  or 
rather  neceffary,  to  quit  it ;  having 
already  exhaufted,  in  his  attempt  to 
thrive  upon  it,  almofl  all  the  little 
property  that  he  had  heaped  toge¬ 
ther.  He  then  fixed  in  a  cottage  at 
Poppleton ;  where,  with  two  acres 
of  land,  and  his  common  right,  he 
kept  two  cows.  Here  he  had  refided 
very  comfortably,  as  a  labourer,  for 
nine  years,  and  had  fix  children 
living,  and  his  wife  preparing  to  lie 
in  of  a  feventh,  when  an  inclofure 
of  Poppleton  took  place;  and  the 
arrangements  made  in  confequence 
of  it,  obliged  him  to  feek  for  a  new 
habitation,  and  other  means  of  fub- 
fiftenc.e  for  his  family. 

He  applied  to  Squire  Fairfax,  and 
told  him  that,  if  he  would  let  him 
have  a  little  bit  of  ground  by  the 
road  fide,  “  he  would  fhew  him  the 
fajhions  on  it/'  After  enquiry  in¬ 
to  his  character,  he  obtained  of  Mr. 
Fairfax  the  ground  he  now  occupies, 
and  with  a  little  afhflance  from  his 
neighbours,  in  the  carriage  of  his 
materials,  he  built  his  prefent  houfe ; 
and  planted  the  garden,  and  the 
hedge  round  it,  which  is  a  single 
row  of  quick,  thirty-five  years  old, 
and  without  a  flaw  or  defed.  He 
fays  he  cut  it  dowm  fix  times  fuceef- 
fively  when  it  was  young.  Mr.  Fair¬ 
fax  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  the 
progrefs  of  his  work,  and  the  ex¬ 
treme  neatnefs  of  his  place,  that  he 
told  him  he  fliould  be  rent  free.  His 
anfwer  deferves  to  be  remembered : 
“  Now,  Sir,  you  have  a  pleafurq 
in  feeing  my  cottage  and  garden 

neat : 
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neat:  and  why  fliould  not  other 
fquires  have  the  fame  pleafure,  in 
feeing  the  cottages  and  gardens 
nice  about  them.  The,  poor  would 
then  be  happy ;  and  would  love 
them,  and  the  place  where  they 
lived  :  but  now  every  little  nook  of 
land  is  let  to  the  great  farmers  ;  and 
nothing  left  for  the  poor,  but  to  go 
to  the  parifh.”  ' 

He  has  had  feven  children  ;  fix  of 
whom  attained  to  the  age  of  matu¬ 
rity  ;  and  five  are  living,  and  thriv¬ 
ing  in  the  world.  One  is  the  wife 
of  a  carpenter  at  York;  another 
occupies  a  little  farm  at  Kelfield;  a 
third  is  the  wife  of  a  labourer,  who 
has  built  a  cottage  for  himfelf  at 
Tadcafter,  and  wants  nothing  (as 
the  father  obferved)  but  a  bit  of 
ground  for  a  garden.  Britton  Ab¬ 
bot  fays  he  now  earns  125.  and  fome- 
times  15 s.  and  185.  a  week,  by  hoe¬ 
ing  turnips  by  the  piece,  fetting 
quick,  and  other  task  work  :  “  but 
to  be  lure  (he  added)  I  have  a  grand 
character  in  all  this  country”  He 
gets  from  his  garden,  annually, 
about  forty  bulhels  of  potatoes,  be- 
fides  other  vegetables  ;  and  his  fruit 
is  worth,  in  a  good  year,  from  3/. 
to  4 1.  His  wile  occafionally  goes 
out  to  work ;  die  alfo  fpins  at 
home,  and  takes  care  of  his  houfe 
and  garden.  lie  fays  they  have 
lived  very  happy  together  for  forty- 
five  years.  To  the  account  that  I 


have  given,  it  may  be  needlefs  to 
add,  that  neither  he,  nor  any  part 
of  his  family,  has  ever  had  occafion 
to  apply  for  parochial  relief. 

Though  my  vifit  was  unexpected, 
and  he  at  the  latter  end  of  his  Satur-. 
day's  work,  his  clothes  were  neat 
and  fufficiently  clean:  his  counte* 
nance  was  healthy  and  open  ;  he  was 
a  little  lame  in  one  leg,  the  confer 
quenee  of  expofure  to  wet  and  wea¬ 
ther.  He  faid  he  had  always  worked 
hard,  and  well ;  but  he  would  not 
deny,  but  that  he  loved  a  mug  of 
good  ale  *  when  he  could  get  it, 
When  I  told  him  my  object  in  in¬ 
quiring  after  him,  that  it  was  in  or¬ 
der  that  other  poor  perfons  might 
have  cottages  and  gardens  as  neat 
as  his ;  and  that  he  mull  tell  me  all 
his  fecret — how  it  was  to  be  done ; 
he  feemed  extremely  pleafed,  and 
very  much  affected ;  he  laid,  “  no¬ 
thing  would  make  poor  folks  more 
happy,  than  finding  that  great  folks 
thought  of  them  that  he  wilhed, 
every  poor  man  had  as  comfortable 
a  home  as  his  own  ;  not  but  that 
he  believed  there  might  be  a  few 
thriftlefs  fellows,  who  would  not  do 
good  in  it. 

I  alked  him  whether  he  had  not 
had  a  cow.  He  faid  he  had  had 
one,  and  Ihe  had  died;  and,  having 
no  other  place  than  the  lane  to  keep 
his  cow,  he  had  not  attempted  to 
get  another. — “  Could  you  get  land? 


*  I  have  fince  learnt,  that  Tome  of  his  neighbours  are  more  difpofed  to  talk  of  his  love 
ef  ale,  than  of  his  induftry.  Perhaps  he  may  have  drank  a  little  more,  on  account  of 
the  great  quantity  of  task  work  that  he  lias  done.  He  has  not,  however,  the  appearance 
of  one  habituated  to  tipling.  My  vifit  to  him  was  on  a  Saturday  evening,  a  time  when 
alehoufes  are  not  empty  ;  he  was  then  at  hard  work.  His  countenance  shows  that  he 
has  pot  prejudiced  his  own  health  by  drinking  ;  and  bis  cottage,  garden,  wife,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  all  testify,  that  he  has  not  injured  his  family  by  it.  His  wife  l’poke  of  him  with 
much  apparent  plealure;  while  ihe  produced  a  leg  of  mutton,  and  other  good  things 
which  fjie  had  been  purchafing  at  market  for  the  fupply  of  their  larder.  If  it  had  been, 
true  that  he  was  a  drunkard,  it  would  have  lb-own  ftill  more  forcibly7,  how  much  the  energy 
of  the  labourer  is  capable  of,  even  under  lb  great  and  deylarabls  a  disadvantage. 

Vpl.  XXXIX.  .  F,  •  if 
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if  you  had  a  cow  ?"  “  lie  thought  he 
could."  “  Suppofing  then  (I  added) 
a  cow  could  be  bought  for  1 0,1. ;  and 
you  could  rent  it  on  the  terms  of 
paying  down  3/.  10 s.  immediately ; 
and  then  3/.  105.  at  the  end  of  each 
year  during  three  years  ;  and  that 
the  cow  was  to  be  yours  at  the  end 
of  three  years,  if  die  lived,  and  you 
paid  your  rent  regularly  ; — do  you 
think  fuch  a  bargain  would  anfwer 
for  you  ?"  “  Yes,  he  said,  he  was  lure 
it  would  very  greatly ;  and  there 
were  few  cottagers,  to  whom  it 
would  not  be  a  very  great  advan¬ 
tage,  efpecially  where  they  had  a 
family  of  children."  I  told  him  to 
inquire  whether  he  could  get  a  little 
land ;  and  I  would  have  fome  more 
talk  with  him  about  it,  when  I 
came  down  in  Auguft. 


On  the  Method  of  cultivating 
Rhubarb .  By  Mr.  T.  Jones. 

[A  'om  the  Tran  factions  of  the  Society 
instituted  at  London,  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  Arts,  Manufac¬ 
tures ,  and  Commerce ,  Vol.  XV.] 

Sir. 

IN  the  year  1796  I  planted  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-live  plants  of  the 
Rheum  Palmatum,  or  True  Rhu¬ 
barb,  agreeably  to  the  rules  pre- 
feribed  by  the  Society  for  the  En- 
couragementof  Arts,  Manufactures, 
and  Commerce ;  I  have,  therefore, 
to  requelt  you  will  prefent  the  in- 
clofed  certificates,  in  fuppbrt  of  my 
pretentions  to  their  gold  medal. 
Having  laid  lo  much  on  this  fubjed 
on  a  former  occafion,  I  have  very 
little  to  add  upon  the  prefent.  Upon 
two  points,  it  may  be  recollected,  1 
then  laid  a  particular  ftrefs;  the  ab¬ 
solute  neeeliity  of  guarding  again!! 


the  ill  effects  of  a  fuper-abundancy 
of  moifture :  and  as  it  is  efi'ential 
the  roots  fhould  be  of  a  confiderable 
fize,  fo  the  propriety  of  allotting  to 
each  a  proportionable  fpace  of  ground, 
equal,  I  fuppofed,  to  fix  feet  l'quare. 
For  thefe  purpofes,  it  was  further 
obferved,  I  adopted  a  mode  of  cul¬ 
ture  different  from  any  of  my  pre- 
deceffors  ;  thi3  confined  in  raifing  a 
diftind  hill  for  each  plant,  inflead 
of  fituating  them  over  fo  many 
holes:  in  the  former,  it  is  obvious, 
with  every  advantage  of  room,  all 

%r  O  J 

unneceffary  moiffure  has  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  efcaping,  while  in  the  lat~ 
ter  it  cannot  fail  to  be  confined,  to 
the  certain  detriment  of  the  plants. 
Truth,  however,  obliges  me  to 
acknowledge,  thefe  benefits  are 
attended  with  an  inconvenience, 
which,  it  mult  be  confefled,  I  was 
not  at  fir  ft  aware  of;  I  mean  the 
difficulty  of  keeping  the  plantation 
free  from  weeds,  and  confequently 
increaftng  the  expence  of  cultiva¬ 
tion.  I  have,  for  thefe  reafons,  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  abandoned  my 
original  method  ;  but  in  adopting 
another,  being  now  allured  of  its 
importance,  have  been  ftudious  to 
prelerve  the  fame  principle;  except¬ 
ing  that  the  Rhubarb  beds  are 
broader,  and  the  trenches  much 
deeper,  each  communicating  with  a 
ditch,  to  convey  the  water  from 
fprings  or  immoderate  rains  entirely 
away  ;  they  refemble  the  afparagus 
beds  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gravel- 
end  or  Batterfea.  By  the  certifi¬ 
cates  the  Society  will  likewife  per¬ 
ceive,  that  the  diftances  between 
the  plants  are  alto  reduced  to  four 
feet;  this  alteration  arofe  from  ob- 
ferving,  that  although  the  foliage 
will  frequently  meet  at  a  much 
greater  diftance,  the  roots  never 
occupy  fo  large  a  fpace  as  the  So¬ 
ciety 
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$iety  had  been  led  to  fuppofe.  Plants 
of  every  defeription  are  more  or  lefs 
precarious,  but  fcarcely  any  fo  much 
fo  as  the  Rhubarb  ;  hence,  a  method 
of  planting  which,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  reduces  the  cultivation  of 
fo  valuable  a  plant  to  a  certainty, 
cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable:  I 
will  therefore  fubjoin,  for  the  benefit 
of  future  cultivators,  a  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  I  have  found  fuccefsful,  be¬ 
yond  the  moil  fanguine  expectation. 
Initead  of  placing  the  feedling  plants 
where  they  are  to  remain  for  a  crop, 
as  is  ufually  recommended,  beds 
fhould  be  prepared  of  fine  mould 
(if  fifted  the  better)  of  about  twelve, 
or  eighteen  inches  deep;  upon  thefe, 
when  arrived  at  a  proper  fize  in  the 
feed  bed,  refpecting  which  enough 
has  been  already  faid  by  others  as 
well  as  myfelf;  that  is,  when  they 
have  attained  the  height  of  four  or 
five  inches,  and  have,  thrown  out 
as  many  leaves,  they  may  be  plant¬ 
ed  at  eight  inches  afunder.  After 
directing  the  feed  to  be  fown  in 
March,  the  planting  feafon  mull  re¬ 
main  difcretional,  as  all  the  plants 
will  not  be  ready  at  the  fame  time : 
the  largeft  fhould  be  firft  felected, 
carefully  drawing  them  out,  fo  as 
to  deftroy  as  few  fibres,  and  difturb 
the  remainder  as  little  as  poffible  ; 

I  have  generally  well  watered  the 
bed  previous  to  their  removal,  which 
has  greatly  facilitated  the  opera¬ 
tion.  In  the  culture  of  Rhubarb 
the  whole  difficulty  confifts  in  bring¬ 
ing  them  through  their  firft  feafon; 
and  to  do  this,  a  great  deal  of  care 
and  circumfpection  are  found  necef- 
fary ;  if  the  weather  is  hot  and  ful- 
try,  the  nurfery  mull  be  fhaded  ;  at 
ail  events,  it  mull  be  continually  wa¬ 
tered;  for  though  this  element  isfo 
prejudicial  to  the  older  plants,  it  is 
sow  of  the  firft  confequence.  As 


for  planting  in  general,  fo  for  thefe 
in  particular,  a  wet  or  cloudy  day 
fhould  always  be  preferred ;  and  if 
the  weather  continues  fo  for  two  or 
three  days  fucceffively,  and  every 
circumftance  properly  attended  to, 
not  more  than  four  or  five  in  a  hun¬ 
dred  will  moft  probably  be  loft.  In 
about  a  month  from  this  period,  the 
roots  will  have  made  frelh  fhoots, 
and  new  leaves  will  have  fucceeded 
the  former,  which  commonly,  not- 
withftanding  all  our  care,  will  wither 
away.  It  is  now  at  the  option  of 
the  cultivator,  either  to  let  them  re¬ 
main  in  thefe  nurfery  beds,  as  1  call 
them  for  diftin&ion  fake,  till  the 
enfuing  fpring,  or  not;  if  the  fum- 
mer  is  favourable,  and  in  the  mean 
time  his  land  intended  for  the  plan¬ 
tation  is  properly  prepared,  I  would 
recommend  him  to  complete  it  with¬ 
out  further  delay.  After  trenching 
my  ground  generally  three  feet  deep, 
1  fowed  it  with  carrot  feed  of  the 
largeft  fort  I  could  poffibly  procure  : 
the  furface  by  this  means  was  pre- 
ferved  from  weeds,  and  rendered  fine 
by  repeated  hoeings,  and  the  bottom 
kept  light  and  open.  At  different 
periods  through  the  fummer,  with 
a  tranfplanter  or  a  circular  fpade, 
taking  care,  as  the  gardeners  ex- 
prefs  themfelves,  to  preferve  a  ball, 

I  removed  them,  at  proper  diftances, 
into  the  midft  of  the  carrots,  de- 
ftroying  thofe  which  might  obftrudt 
the  growth  of  the  other  ;  and  if  this 
is  effected  judiciouily,  this  laft  re¬ 
moval  will  not  at  all  affect  the  young 
Rhubarb,  while  another  benefit 
arifes  from  the  carrots,  and  very 
well  deferving  of  notice  ;  that,  if  at 
at  any  time  the  weather  proves  un- 
ulually  hot,  their  foliage  will  pre* 
ferve  the  plants  from  the  rays  of  the 
fun  till  their  own  have  acquired  a 
fufficient  growth.  After  this,  no- 
F  2  thing 
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thing  that  I  know  of,  is  necelTary 
to  be  done,  but  to  keep  the  planta¬ 
tion  clean,  and  the  trenches  open* 


Account  of  the  Ferment  for  Bread 
vfed  at  Debretzin. 

[From  Travels  in  Hungary,  by 
Dr.  Townson.] 

“  LIGHTER,  whiter,  and  better 
flavoured  bread  than  that  made  here 
I  never  ate  ;  nor  did  I  ever  fee  elfe- 
where  fuch  large  loaves.  Were  I 
not  afraid  of  being  accufed  of  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  privilege  of 
travellers,  I  ihould  fay  they  were 
near  half  a  yard  cubed.  As  this 
bread  is  made  without  yeaft,  about 
which  fuch  a  hue  and  cry  is  often 
raifed,  and  with  a  fubftitute,  which 
is  a  dry  mafs,  that  may  be  eafily 
tranfported,  and  kept  half  a  year  or 
more,  I  think  it  may  be  of  ufe  to 
my  country  for  me  to  detail  the  De¬ 
bretzin  art  of  making  bread.  The 
ferment  is  thus  made :  two  good 
Landfalls  of  hops  are  boiled  in  four 
quarts  of  water;  this  is  poured 
upon  as  much  wheaten  bran  as  can 
be  well  moifiened  by  it ;  to  this  are 
added  four  or  five  pounds  of  leaven  : 
when  this  is  only  warm,  the  mafs  is 
well  worked  together  to  mix  the 
different  parts.  This  mafs  is  then 
put  in  a  warm  place  for  twenty- 
ibur  hours,  and  after  that  it  is  di¬ 
vided  into  fmall  pieces  about  the 
iize  of  a  hen’s  egg  or  a  lmali  orange, 
which  are  dried  by  being  placed 
upon  a  board  and  expofcd  to  a  dry 
air,  but  not  to  the  fun  :  when  dry 
they  are  laid  by  for  ufe,  and  may  be 
kept  half  a  year.  This  is  the  fer¬ 
ment,  and  it  is  to  be  ufed  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  :  for  a  baking  of  fix 
large  loaves,  fix'  good  handfulls  of 
thefe  balls  are  taken  and  diffolved 


in  feven  or  eight  quarts  of  vrarn$ 
water.  This  is  poured  through  a 
fieve  into  one  end  of  the  bread- 
trough,  and  three  quarts  more  of 
warm  water  are  poured  through  the 
fieve  after  it,  and  what  remains  in 
the  fieve  is  well  preffed  out:  this  li¬ 
quor  is  mixed  up  with  fo  much  flour 
as  to  form  a  mafs  of  the  fize  of  a 
large  loaf:  this  is  t^rewed  over  with 
flour,  the  fieve  with  its  contents  it 
put  upon  it,  and  then  the  whole  is 
covered  up  warm,  and  left  till  it  ha5 
rifen  enough,  and  its  furface  has  be¬ 
gun  to  crack  :  this  forms  the  leaven. 
Then  fifteen  quarts  of  warm  water, 
in  which  fix  handfulls  of  fait  havt 
been  diffolved,  are  poured  through 
the  fieve  upon  it,  and  the  neceffary 
quantity  of  flour  is  added,  and  mix¬ 
ed  and  kneaded  with  the  leaven ; 
this  is  covered  up  warm,  and  left 
for  about  an  hour.  It  is  then  form¬ 
ed  into  loaves,  which  are  kept  in  a 
warm  room  half  an  hour;  and  after 
that  they  are  put  in  the  oven, 
where  they  remain  two  or  three 
hours  according  to  the  fize.  Tht 
great  advantage  of  this  ferment  is, 
that  it  may  be  made  in  great  quan¬ 
tities  at  a  time,  and  kept  for  ufea 
Might  it  not  on  this  account  be 
ufeful  on  board  of  fhips,  and  like- 
wife  for  armies  when  in  the  field  }'* 


On  the  Means  of  improving  the 
Hempen  Linen  Trade . 

By  a  Manufacturer. 

\From  Young's  General  View  of 
the  Agriculture  of  the  County  of 
Suffolk.] 

I  will  now,  agreeably  to  your 
request,  proceed  to  mention  a  few 
hints,  which  may  tend  to  the  im^ 
provement  andextenfionof  the  trade : 
Although  I  have  flated  hemp,  in 
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the  procefs  of  manufacturing,  to 
pafs  through  the.  hands  of  the 
breaker,  heckler,  fpinner,  whitester, 
weaver,  and  bleacher  of  cloth,  yet 
many  of  thefe  different  operations 
are  frequently  carried  on  under  the 
direction  of  the  fame  perfon.  Some 
weavers  bleach  their  own  yarn  and 
cloth;  others  their  cloth  only: 
others  heckle  their  tow,  and  put  it 
out  to  fpinners  ;  others  buy  the  tow, 
and  put  it  out;  and  a  few  carry  on 
the  whole  of  the  trade  themfelves. 
This  latter  is  the  plan  which  I  pur- 
fue,  the  advantages  appearing  to  me 
confiderable. 

When  the  trade  is  conducted  by 
different  perfons  the  interefls  often 
clafh  :  by  under-retting  the  hemp, 
the  grower  increafes  the  weight ;  by 
flightly  beating  it,  the  heckler  in¬ 
creafes  the  quantity  of  tow,  but 
leaves  it  fuller  of  bark ;  by  drawing 
out  the  thread  beyond  the  ffaple, 
the  fpinner  increafes  the  quantity 
of  yarn,  but  injures  the  quality;  by 
forcing  the  bleaching,  the  whi teller 
increafes  his  profit,  but  diminifhes 
the  ftrength  of  the  yarn.  The 
whole  fhould,  therefore,  be  checked 
and  regulated  by  the  weaver,  with  a 
view  to  his  ultimate  profit ;  which, 
in  the  hemp  trade,  fhould  ever  be 
deemed  infeparable  from  the  flrength 
of  his  cloths. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  in  manu¬ 
facturing  cloth,  in  general,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  Scotland,  and  elfewhere, 
ftrength  has  been  facrificed  to  fine- 
nefs  and  colour.  Flax  is  pulled  too 
early  (being  finell  before  it  acquires 
its  full  flrength)  and  drawn  beyond 
its  ftaple,  to  render  the  cloth  finer 
at  the  price ;  and  although  there 
never  was  a  time  when  the  linen 
manufacturer  excelled  fo  much  in 
colour  and  hnenefs,  yet  the  want  of 


flrength  was  never  fo  univerfally 
complained  of. 

The  hemp  manufacture  cannot 
rival  that  of  flax  in  finenefs  ;  nor  is 
it  defirable  :  in  colour,  it  is  by  no 
means  deficient,  and  pofTeffes  this 
advantage  over  Jrifli  and  all  other 
linens,  that  its  colour  improves  in 
wearing,  while  theirs  declines.  But 
the  article  in  which  Englifh  hemp, 
properly  manufactured,  Hands  un¬ 
rivalled,  is  the  flrength  ;  flax  will 
not  bear  the  leaf!  comparifon  with 
it,  in  this  refpect;  and  1  can  affert, 
from  experience,  that  it  is  far  fupe- 
rior  in  flrength  to  Ruffian,  the 
ftrongell  known  hemp  next  to  the 
Englifh.  Every  regulation  made  in 
the  trade,  fhould,  therefore,  be  done 
with  a  view  to  improve  it  in  this  re¬ 
fpect;  and  one  of  the  mofl  beneficial* 
I  conceive  to  he  an  increafed  bounty 
on  the  growth  of  hemp;  if  it  could 
be  procured,  the  additional  bounty 
to  be  paid  for  hemp  water-retted 
only.  If  large  farmers  could  be  in¬ 
duced  to  grow  it,  as  they  became 
habituated  to  the  management  of  it, 
the  trouble  would  decreafe,  and  the 
bounty  might  in  time  again  be  dif- 
continued. 

The  neceffity  of  keeping  up  the 
quality  of  the  cloths  fhould  be 
flrongly  impreffed  on  the  weavers : 
perhaps  if  premiums  were  given  for 
the  befl  manufactured  hemp  cloths, 
it  might  be  ferviceable,  under  pro¬ 
per  regulations.  I  think  the  public 
would  be  found  very  much  difpofed 
to  encourage  a  llrong  manufacture 
of  cloths  ;  and  there  are  facts  which 
induce  me  to  think  fo. 

Confiderable  quantities  of  Ruffian 
fheeting  are  fold  in  England,  merely 
for  their  flrength ;  as  they  are 
eoarfer,  at  the  price}than  any  other 
foreign  linen. 
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Suffolk  hemp,  if  known,  would 
always  be  preferred,  being  ilronger 
than  Ruffian,  from  the  quality  of  the 
thread,  and  at  the  fame  time  lighter 
in  walhing  ;  which  is  often  an  ob¬ 
jection  to  Ruffian. 

The  quantity  of  good  hemp  being 
gradually  increafed,  would  infenfibly 
jncreafe  the  number  of  fpinners,  and 
extend  the  trade.  Some  regulations 
are  wanting  refpecting  reeling  the 
yarn.  The  fame  method  the  wool 
trade  has  adopted,  would  not,  1 
think,  l'ucceed;  as  the  fpinners 
often  buy  the  tow,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  impracticable  for  an  in- 
fpeCtor  to  examine  the  yarn.  But  if 
the  punifhment  were  fimilar,  and 
the  owner  of  the  tow,  the  putter 
out,  or  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was 
offered,  were  permitted  to  profecute, 
it  might  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

In  Ireland  and  in  Scotland,  I  am 
informed,  there  is  a  board,  or  com¬ 
mittee  of  gentlemen,  entruftedwith 
powers  by  government  for  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  the  linen  trade :  if  fome 
plan  of  this  kind  were  adopted,  l 
think  it  would  be  very  ferviceable, 
as  they  would  acquire,  in  time,  a 
complete  knowledge  of  the  trade  in 
its  different  branches;  and  apply 
Rich  rewards  and  regulations  as  the 
different  times  and  lituations  would 
require  ;  and  might  extend  thefe  to 
circumftances,  which  general  regu¬ 
lations  by  parliament  could  not  ef¬ 
fect. 

In  Scotland  and  in  Ireland,  each 
piece  of  cloth  is  ftamped  by  an  offi¬ 
cer,  with  the  length,  breadth,  and 
number  of  one  hundred  threads 
contained  in  the  warp. 

If  a  fimilar  practice  were  obtain¬ 
ed  here,  it  would  have  a  beneficial 
tendency ;  as  the  length,  breadth, 
and  rate  (or  number  of  threads  in 
the  warp)  being  given,  it  is  eafy  to 


afcertain  what  fhould  be  the  weight. 
If  then  a  certain  mark  were  put  on 
each  piece  of  hemp  manufactured 
agreeably  to  the  befi  rules,  it  would 
improve  the  quality  of  the  cloths, 
by  exciting  competition  rather  in 
goodnefs  than  in  finenefs.  This 
would  alfo  prevent  a  practice  which, 
1  fear,  prevails  greatly ;  the  felling 
other  cloths,  made  up  to  imitate 
hemp,  in  lieu  of  it. 

If  the  method  I  have  hinted  fhould 
be  found  impracticable,  fome  means 
fhould  be  devifed  to  prevent  this  im- 
pofition  on  the  public,  which,  if  buf¬ 
fered  to  proceed,  will  difcredit,  and 
perhaps  ruin  the  manufacture. 

You  will  perceive,  Sir,  that  thefe 
are,  many  of  them,  hazarded 
thoughts,  which  it  would  require 
much  reflection  to  mature  and  reduce 
to  pradice. 

You  enquire  if  Suffolk  hemp  is 
ufed  for  ropes  ?  I  believe,  never.  It 
is  too  fine  and  dear  ;  and  hacking  is 
principally  made  from  Ruffian  hemp, 
although  the  offal  of  Englifh  is  fome- 
times  ufed. 


On  Land  Draining, 

By  James  Young,  Efq, 

[From  the  fame.~\ 

I  do  not  pretend  to  determine 
what  fort  of  foil  will  bemoft  benefited 
by  land  draining;  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  fcarce  any  land  in  a  clayey 
country,  but  will  be  greatly  improv¬ 
ed  by  it,  and  in  particular,  wherever 
the  horfe-tail  ( Equiretum  Arvense) 
abounds,  a  man  will  very  feldom  be 
difappointed  in  expeCting  to  be  re¬ 
paid  the  expence  by  the  firft  crop. 

I  hold  it  right  never  to  draw  the 
drains  ffraight  down  a  hill,  but  ob¬ 
liquely  acrofs  it,  with  a  defcent  juft 
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fufficient  to  give  the  water  a  fall 
into  a  leading  ditch  ;  there  are  lome 
fields  where  a  leading  ditch  muff  be 
covered.  1  contrive  alrnoff  every 
method  to  have  as  few  covered  as 
poifible ;  I  like  to  have  every  drain 
independent ;  and  have  carried  it  l'o 
far  as  to  have  open  ditches  cut  on 
purpofe. 

When  I  have  marked  the  drains 
in  a  field  (ufually  a  rod  alunder,)! 
draw  two  furrows  with  a  common 
foot  plough,  leaving  a  balk  between 
them,  about  15  inches  wide;  then 
with  a  ffrong  double  breaffed  plough, 
made  on  purpofe,  I  fplit  that  balk, 
and  leave  a  clean  furrow,  14  or  15 
inches  below  the  furface  ;  but  where 
the  depth  of  foil  requires  it,  for  I 
like  to  touch  the  clay,  by  a  fecond 
ploughing  I  fink  it  to  18  or  26 
inches ;  it  is  then  ready  for  the  land 
ditching  fpade,  with  which  1  dig,  15 
inches  deep,  a  drain  as  narrow  as 
poifible.  It  is  an  invariable  rule 
with  me,  never  to  fuffer  the  man 
who  digs  to  cover  up  the  drain,  but 
it  is  left  open  for  me  or  my  bailiff 
to  examine,  and  then  it  is  well  filled 
up  to  the  fhoulder  with  wheat  Hub¬ 
ble,  cut  and  Hacked  for  the  purpofe 
immediately  after  the  harvefi,  and 
a  fmall  Hick  or  two  at  the  outlet, 
to  prevent  its  being  Hopped  by  any 
external  accident.  Laftly,  with  a 
common  plough,  I  turn  a  furrow  of 
the  upper  foil,  or  mould,  upon  the 
drain,  taking  care  not  to  turn  in 
any  of  the  dead  foil  railed  by  the 
land  ditch  fpade,  which  ought  al¬ 
ways  to  be  laid  on  the  outfide,  and 
fcattered  over  the  land. 

It  is  right  not  to  let  the  drains  lie 
open  any  length  of  time,  leff  they 
get  injured  by  wet  or  froft;  my  ge¬ 
neral  rule  is  to  fill  them  up  every 
day. 


7* 

A  Method  of  Tanning  Leather  with¬ 
out  Oak  Bark,  discovered  and 
proved  by  Wm.  White,  Tanner , 
of  Alhburton,  Devon] 

[From  Letters  and  Papers  on  Agri¬ 
culture,  Sj  C.pt  the  Bath  and  West 
of  England  Society.  Vol.  VIII.] 

I  have  tanned  feveral  hides  and 
calf  Ikins  (thefe  three  years  paft) 
with  oak  leaves  only,  and  have 
found  that  the  leather  is  tanned 
quicker,  weighs  as  well,  and  anfwers 
for  wear  in  all  relpeCts  as  well  as  if 
tanned  with  oak  bark,  as  hath  been 
proved  by  feveral  perfons  who  are 
judges.  The  leaves  which  I  ufed 
were  gathered  when  the  coppice 
was  felled,  which  was  about  the 
latter  end  of  May;  the  expence  of 
which  did  not  amount  to  the  ripping 
of  the  oak  :  the  leaves  were  dried 
julf  in  the  fame  manner  as  hay;  for 
if  they  are  put  together  before  they 
are  properly  dry  they  will  heat  and 
fpoil.  As  the  oak  was  felled,  there 
was  no  damage  done  in  gathering 
the  leaves,  as  they  were  thought  per¬ 
fectly  ufelefs.The  leaves  are  in  greater 
perfection  for  tanning  about  Octo¬ 
ber  ;  and  I  do  fuppofe  that  the 
gathering  them  from  the  oak  at  that 
time  would  notoccafion  any  damage, 
as  they  otherwife  will  foon  fall  off. 
If  the  weather  fiiould  prove  wet, 
they  may  be  thrown  into  a  large 
room  about  two  or  three  feet  deep, 
and  turned  or  tumbled  about  once  a 
day  until  dry  and  Ht  for  ufe?. 

I  have  found  by  experience  that 
30  pounds  weight  of  leaves  are  equal 
to  1  cwt.  of  good  bark  in  tanning 
leather ;  and  do  fuppofe  that  half 
the  bark  that  is  ufed  by  tanners 
may  be  laved  by  ufing  the  leaves. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  ufing  them, 
as  they  are  ufed  in  all  refpeds  as 
F  4  the 
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the  bark.  Bark  being  now  fo  very 
dear,  the  above  difcovery  muft  be 
of  fome  benefit  to  tanners.  The 
expence  of  drying  the  bark  by  fire, 
and  pounding  and  fifting  it,  is  con- 
fiderable ;  whereas  that  expence  is 
faved  by  ufing  the  leaves.  The 
felling  of  coppices  of  fourteen  years 
growth,  hath  for  feveral  years  pail 
reduced  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
oak  bark  very  much  ;  therefore  I 
fuppofe  the  above  difcovery  will  be 
of  public  utility. 


Method  of  killing  Slugs  in  a  Gar¬ 
den .  By  Capt.  Schank. 

[  From  the  famed] 

TAKE  a  barrel  of  coal  tar,  re¬ 
move  a  confiderable  quantity  fo  as 
to  give  fpace  at  difcretion,  pour  on 
the  remainder  a  quantity  of  water, 
let  it  hand  two  or  three  days  or 
more  ;  this  water  will  be  power¬ 
fully  impregnated  with  a  quality 
noxious  to  Hugs,  and  if  poured  on 
them  they  will  immediately  die. — 
And  to  prevent  the  depredations  of 
Hugs  among  young  plants  in  a  gar¬ 
den,  this  gentleman  recommends  the 
Scattering  of  this  impregnated  water, 
by  means  of  a  watering  pot,  on  the 
ground  before  and  after  lowing,  at 
pleafure. 


.Experiment  in  planting  Potatoe 
Shoots.  By  it.  Hill,  Esq.  , 

[From  the  fame?] 

Sir, 

IN  confequence  of  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  y®ur  valuable  Society, 


for  trials  to  propagate  potatoes  from 
the  fprouts  or  fibrous  fhoots  of  the 
potatoe,  I  have,  for  two  years  laib 
paft,  cultivated  the  potatoe  from  the 
(hoots,  both  in  my  garden  and 
fields;  though  in  no  very  extenfive 
degree.  The  lath  year  in  my  gar¬ 
den  I  fet  forty  lhoots,  and  earthed 
them  up  at  various  times  with  frefh 
earth  ;  on  taking  them  up  in  No¬ 
vember,  1  had  a  produce  from  them 
of  upwards  of  twoWincheffer  bufhels. 
1  allb  planted  with  fhoots  in  the 
open  field  about  one  third  of  an  acre 
with  the  plough,  in  the  ufual  man¬ 
ner  of  planting  fets  from  the  potatoe, 
by  fetting  the  fhoots  in  the  fur¬ 
row,  and  turning  the  ground  over 
with  the  next  furrow.  As  foon 
as  the  tops  appeared,  and,  the 
weeds  began  to  fhew  themfelves, 
I  caufed  them  to  be  flirred  with 
the  plough  ;  and  earthing  them  with 
frefh  earth  by  the  plough,  twice  in 
the  fummer,  and  once  hoeing  and 
cleaning  by  the  hand  by  labourers, 
the  top  was  ftrong,  free  from  curl, 
and  on  taking  them  up  in  the 
autumn,  I  had  a  crop  equal  from 
the  fhoots  to  that  from  the  potatoe 
plants.  The  harvefl  the  laft  year 
was  rather  unfavourable  for  potatoes ; 
and,  through  anxiety  to  get  them 
together,  my  bailiff  omitted  taking 
a  particular  account  of  the  produce, 
but  he  allures  me  they  were  equal 
to  thofe  raifed  from  the  cuttings  of 
the  potatoe.  Being  ill  in  the  gout 
at  the  time,  I  was  prevented  from 
attending  particularly  myfelf;  but 
I  am  fo  well  latished  that  the  plant¬ 
ing  from  the  fhoot  will  anfwer  the 
purpofe,  that  if  I  can  bring  my 
ground  into  tillage  this  year,  to  re¬ 
ceive  them,  I  will  plant  at  leall  two 
acres* 


A  Method 
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A  Method  of  preparing  Canvas ,  fo 
as  to  wake  Flexible  Tubes  for 
conveying  Frejh  Air  into  Coal- 
Mines :  and  for  other  vfeful  yur- 
pofes.  By  Mr.  Lansdown. 

[From  the  fame.] 

TAKE  one  quart  of  boiled  lin- 
feed  oil,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  gum  elallic  ;  boil  them  gently  to¬ 
gether  ;  they  will  fo  boil  nearly  two 
'  hours  before  the  gum  will  be  dif- 
folved.  Then  add  three  quarts  more 
of  boiled  oil,  one  pound  of  reiin,  one 
pound  of  bees  wax,  and  one  pound 
of  litharge  of  lead; — boil  all  up  to¬ 
gether,  and  with  a  brufh  lay  it  warm 
and  evenly  as  a  coat  on  the  canvas. 
— This  prepared  fubflance  will  be 
as  flexible  as  can  be  wifhed,  with¬ 
out  cracking ;  will  refill  wet  or 
damp,  and  will  be  found  durable,  if 
common  prudence  be  exercifed  in 
the  care  of  it. 


Modes  of  relieving  Sea  Sicknefs. — 
[From  Nicholson  a’  Journal  of 
Natural  Philojophy ,  Chemijlry , 
and  the  Fine  Arts.] 

I N  an  account  of  the  iflands  of 
Goree  and  Senegal,  by  M.  Prelong, 
printed  in  the  XVUIth  volume  of 
the  Annalesde  Chemie,  the  author 
mentions  that  he  fuffered  prodigi- 
oufly  and  for  a  long  time  by  the  fea 
ficknefs,  but  was  greatly,  and  after¬ 
wards  habitually,  relieved  by  taking 
ten  drops  of  vitriolic  ether  in  a 
ipoonful  of  water.  I  have  alfo  been 
allured  by  the  commander  of  a 
packet  conftantly  palling  between 
Harwich  and  Helvoetlluys,  that  he 
always  found  this  dillrelfing  illnefs 
greatly  relieved  in  his  pafiengers  by 
a  fmall  quantity  of  red  wine  heated 
with  fpices.  The  fea  ficknefs  feems 
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to  be  a  fpafmodic  affedlion  of  the 
ftomach,  produced  by  the  alternate 
prefifure  and  recefs  of  the  contents 
of  that  vifcus  again!!  its  lower  in¬ 
ternal  furface,  according  as  the  rife 
and  fall  of  the  fhip  oppoles  or  re¬ 
cedes  from  the  adlion  of  gravity* 
Hence  it  is  relieved  by  change  from 
the  eredt  to  the  prone  pollure,  or 
by  removing  from  the  extremity  of 
the  velfel  to  the  vicinity  of  axis 
oft  the  pitching  motion  near  the 
mainmalt ;  and  hence  alfo,  when  the 
organs  have  become  habituated  to 
a  regular  vibration  of  one  kind  in 
a  (hip  for  feveral  months,  the  fick¬ 
nefs  may  nevertheiefs  be  again  ge¬ 
nerated  by  a  different  vibration  in 
a  boat.  As  it  is  a  habit  which  re¬ 
quires  fome  time  to  be  generated, 
and  comes  on  gradually,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  oppofe  it  by  mental 
effort  ordiverfion;  but,  to  fuch  as 
have  not  acquired  this  facility,  it 
may  be  acceptable  to  know  that  the 
above  fpirituous  ftimuli  have  been 
found  of  fervice  in  counte railing  it. 
The  flimulus  of  food,  taken  even 
againfl  the  inclination,  has  alfo  been 
frequently  found  to  be  beneficial. 


Curious  Method  of  procuring  Dwarf 
Trees.  [From  the  Account  of  the 
Embqffy  to  China.  By  Sir  G. 
Staunton.] 

u  THE  Hall  of  Audience  fur- 
nifhed  alfo  another  objedt  of  curio- 
fity,  flriking  at  leaf!  to  firangers. 
On  feveral  tables,  were  placed  in 
frames,  filled  with  earth,  dwarf 
pines,  oaks,  and  orange  trees,  bear¬ 
ing  fruit.  None  of  them  exceeded 
in  height,  two  feet.  Some  of  thofe 
dwarfs  bore  air  the  marks  of  decay 
from  age ;  and  upon  the  furface 
of  the  foil  were  interfperfed  fmall 

heaps 
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heaps  of  hones,  which,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  adjoining  dwarfs,  might 
be  termed  rocks.  Thefe  were  honey¬ 
combed  and  mofs-grown,  as  if  un¬ 
touched  for  ages,  which  ferved  to 
maintain  the  illution,  and  to  give 
an  antique  appearance  to  the  whole. 
1'his  kind  of  hunted  vegetation 
feemed  to  be  much  relilhed  by  the 
curious  in  China  ;  and  fpecimens  of 
it  were  to  be  found  in  every  confi- 
derable  dwelling.  To  produce  them, 
formed  a  part  of  the  gardener's  fkill, 
and  was  an  art  invented  in  that 
country.  Befide  the  mere  merit  of 
overcoming  a  difficulty,  it  had  that 
of  introducing  vegetables  into  com¬ 
mon  apartments,  from  which  their 
natural  fize  mu  ft  otherwife  have  ex¬ 
cluded  them. — The  general  method 
of  obtaining  vegetable  dwarfs  is  faid 
to  be  the  following : — A  quantity  of 
clay  or  mould  is  applied  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  trunk  of  a  tree, 
from  which  a  dwarf  is  intended  to 
be  taken,  and  clofe  to  its  divihon 
into  branches.  The  mold  is  to  be 
confined  to  the  fpot  by  coarfe  hem- 
pon,  or  cotton  cloth,  and  to  be 
carefully  kept  moih  by  water.  In 
confequence  of  this  application,  con¬ 
tinued  fometimes  above  a  twelve- 
month,  fmali  tender  fibres  fhoot 
down  like  roots  from  the  wood  into 
the  mold.  The  part  of  the  trunk 
emitting  thefe  new  fibres,  together 
with  the  branch  immediately  above 
it,  is  then  to  be  carefully  feparated 
from  the  reft  of  the  tree,  and  plant¬ 
ed  in  new  earth,  in  which  the  fibres 
become  new  roots,  while  the  former 
branch  is  now  the  ftem  of  the  ve¬ 
getable,  thus  transformed  in  fome 
meafure.  This  operation  does  not 
deftroy  or  alter  the  productive  fa¬ 
culty  which  thofe  parts  enjoyed  be¬ 
fore  their  reparation  from  their 
parent  root.  That  which,  while  a 


branch  of  the  original  tree  bore 
flowers  and  fruit,  continues  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  fame,  though  no  longer 
fupported  upon  any  flock.  The  ter¬ 
minal  buds  of  fuch  branches  of 
trees,  as  are  meant  to  become 
dwarfs,  are  torn  off;  which  circum- 
ftance  prevents  the  further  elonga¬ 
tion  of  thofe  branches,  and  forces 
other  buds  and  branchlets  from  the 
fides.  Thefe  branchlets  are  bent  by 
wires  to  whatever  form  the  ope¬ 
rator  withes  :  and  when  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  age  and  decay  is  meant  to 
be  given  to  a  dwarf  tree,  it  is  re¬ 
peatedly  fmeared  with  treacle  or 
molaffes,  which  attracts  multitudes 
of  ants,  who,  in  purfuit  of  thofe 
fweet  juices,  attack  the  bark,  and, 
by  a  gradual  corrofion  of  it,  produce 
the  defired  effect.  Thefe  different 
proceffes  are  fometimes  attempted 
to  be  kept  fecret  by  the  gardeners, 
and  they  vary  defignedly  in  the 
mode  of  carrying  them  on  ;  but  the 
principle  on  which  they  are  found¬ 
ed,  is  fufficiently  apparent  from 
what  is  related  here;  and  the  con¬ 
trivance  argues  ingenuity  and  per- 
feverance,  rather  than  the  practice 
does  true  tafte,  which  confifts  in 
affifting  nature  in  its  moft  favourite 
■works ;  not  in  counteracting  its 
operations,  or  diftorting  its  pro¬ 
ductions." 


Improved  Method  of  mailing  Roads . 

By  Pt.  L.  Edgeworth,  Ffq. 

[From  the  Monthly  Magazine .] 
Sir, 

SOME  time  fince,  I  received  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  of  Barba- 
does,  defiring  my  opinion  upon  the 
fubjeCt  of  wheel-carriages,  particu¬ 
larly  with  a  view  to  the  tranfport  of 
fugar-hogflieads  in  that  liland.  I 
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have,  unfortunately,  loft  the  gentle¬ 
man's  addrefs,  but,  as  I  make  no 
doubt  that  the  Monthly  Magazine 
is  circulated  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I 
take  this  method  of  anfwering  his 
inquiries  : — 

The  writer  of  the  letter  which  I 
allude  to,  appears  to  be  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  common  theory 
of  wheel  carriages,  and  with  the 
common  defeds  in  their  conftruc- 
tion ;  he,  with  great  propriety,  has 
taken  care  to  delcribe  the  roads  of 
the  country,  knowing  that,  in  fad, 
more  advantage  is  to  be  obtained  by 
improving  the  road,  than  by  im¬ 
proving  the  carriage  that  is  to  be 
employed  upon  it ;  I  fhall,  there¬ 
fore,  make  fome  obfervations  upon 
the  conftrudion  of  roads,  before  I 
fpeak  of  carriages. 

For  many  years  I  have  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  trying  experiments  upon 
this  fubjed; — fads  thus  acquired, 
form  experience  which  fhould  not 
he  confounded  with  pradice ;  the 
latter  means  no  more  than  mere 
facility,  obtained  by  habit ;  the  for¬ 
mer  teaches  us  what  we  can  com¬ 
municate  to  others. 

On  level  ground,  roads  fhould 
have  no  greater  elevation  in  the 
centre,  than  what  is  neeeffary  to 
carry  off  the  rain  which  falls  upon 
it;  but  on  hills,  the  ridge,  or  trunk, 
of  the  road  fhould  be  higher  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  declivity  of  the  hill; 
this  difference  of  form  fhould  be  ©b- 
lerved,  to  prevent  the  effed  of  hid¬ 
den  and  violent  rain,  which  fome- 
times  is  fo  copious,  as  to  rufh  acrofs 
the  roads  down  hills,  and  which, 
ftriking  in  torrents  againft  an  oppo- 
fite  bank,  is  driven  backwards  and 
forwards,  in  a  zigzag  dire&ion,  to 
the  deftrudion  of  the  road  ;  by  raff¬ 
ing  the  road  higher  in  the  middle 
than  is  common,  the  water  finds  a 
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paffage  to  the  channels,  at  each  fide, 
and  paffes  no  farther  over  the  fur- 
face  than  is  abfolutely  neceffary. 
Great  care  fhould  be  taken  to  dired 
all  mountain-ftreams  from  roads ; 
and  fuch  ftreams  never  fhould  be 
permitted  to  run  in  the  drains  at 
the  hides  of  the  roads  ;  but  in  other 
channels  at  a  diftance.  In  preparing 
the  ground  for  a  new  road,  or  in  re¬ 
pairing  an  old  one,  the  firft  thing 
to  be  attended  to  is  the  folidity  of 
the  foundation;  if  any  part  of  it  be 
foft,  that  part  will  link,  let  the  fu- 
perficies  be  what  it  may ;  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  fmall  fprings  is  generally  the 
caufe  of  thole  detached  holes  which 
we  frequently  meet  with  in  roads  ; 
thefe  fpots  muft  be  dug  till  a  firm 
bottom  is  found,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  fprings  muft  be  drained  be¬ 
low  the  foundation  of  the  road. 
Having  obtained  a  firm  fubftratum 
for  a  new  road,  or  having  filled  up 
all  inequalities  in  an  old  one  with 
folid  materials,  we  may  proceed  to 
make  a  good  road  with  much  lefs 
trouble  and  expence  than  is  ufual. 

The  foundation  muft  now  be 
covered  with  ftones  of  any  fize,  not 
exceeding  fix  or  feven  inches  dia¬ 
meter;  it  is  obvious,  that  if  fmaller 
ftones  can  be  had,  they  fhould  be 
preferred.  The  ftones  fhould  be 
fpread  equally  over  the  furface,  and 
fettled  firmly  with  a  light  fledge  ; 
in  this  operation,  fuch  ftones  as  are 
too  large,  muft  either  be  broken  or 
carried  away  ;  over  this  a  layer  of 
fmall  ftones,  not  larger  than  eggs, 
lhould  be  fcattered,  and  fettled  with 
hammers  between  the  interftiees  of 
the  largeft.  Over  this  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  any  hard  clay,  juft  fufficient 
to  cover  the  ftones,  lhould  be  fpread ; 
if  mixed  with  gravel  it  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  ;  but  if  gravel  alone  were  ufed, 
it  would  fall  through  the  ftones  and 
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be  wafted.  It  is  taken  for  granted, 
that  this  work  be  done  in  dry  weather; 
the  road  will,  therefore,  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  be  fit  for  cattle  and  carriages ; 
in  a  month  or  two,  the  clay  and 
gravel  will  be  worn  away,  and  the 
corners  of  the  large  ftones  will  ap¬ 
pear — men  fhould  now  be  employed 
to  break  the  ftones  with  hammers, 
weighing  about  two  pounds  and  a 
bait;  they  fhould  ftand  up  at  this 
work,  and  the  handles  of  their  ham¬ 
mers  fhould  be  from  four  to  five 
feet  long,  according  to  the  fize  of 
the  men.  It  will  cofl  about  a  penny 
per  yard  to  break  a  road  covered 
in  this  manner,  to  the  breadth  of 
fourteen  feet.  After  another  month 
or  fix  weeks,  the  road  muft  be 
broken,  with  care,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  ;  and,  with  proper  intervals,  it 
fhould  be  broken  from  time  to  time, 
as  often  as  may  be  neceffary — four 
times  is,  in  general,  fuffieient. — 
Whilft  this  operation  is  performed, 
a  boy,  with  a  barrow  of  fine  gravel, 
fhould  follow  the  workmen,  and 
fhould  replace  the  fplinters  of  the 
large  ftones  in  the  holes  that  are 
made  by  their  being  broken,  and 
fhould  fill  the  crevices  with  gravel ; 
a  final!  quantity  of  gravel  may  be 
fpread  over  the  road,  which  will 
foon  find  its  way  into  any  hollow 
that  may  have  been  left  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  operations. 

One  caution  muft  be  ftriclly  ad¬ 
hered  to ;  ftones  of  different  hard- 
nefs  muft  not  be  mixed  ;  they  may 
be  ufed  feparately,  but  if  they  are 
tiled  together,  the  hard  ftones  will 
foon  wear  through  the  fofter,  and 
the  road  will  be  unfit  for  repair,  till 
the  materials  are  picked  up  and 
foiled.  There  may,  at  firft  view, 
appear  but  little  difference  between 
this  and  the  common  method  of 
making  roads  with  ftone ;  hut  when 


the  principles  upon  which  thefe  di¬ 
rections  have  been  founded,  are  ex¬ 
plained,  a  confiderable  difference,  in 
labour  and  expence,  will  be  dif- 
covered. 

Two  methods  of  breaking  ftones 
for  roads,  are  generally  pra&ifed  ; 
they  are  either  laid  upon  the  road 
and  broken  with  long  hammers,  or 
they  are  broken  in  heaps  by  the  field 
of  the  road,  and  then  thrown  upon 
the  furface ;  in  both  cafes,  the  ftone 
at  which  the  man  ftrikes  is  liable 
to  flip  from  the  hammer,  fo  that 
fometimes  five  or  fix  attempts  are 
neceffary  to  break  one  ftone;  but 
when  the  ftones  that  are  to  be  broken 
are  cemented  together  by  fmaller 
ftones,  clay,  and  gravel,  every  blow 
that  they  receive  upon  their  project¬ 
ing  furface,  tells,  and  fplits  them 
frequently  in  perpendicular  layers 
through  their  whole  depth. 

When  gravel  falls  between  thefts 
layers,  it  binds  them  together  more 
folidly  than  can  be  well  conceived 
without  experiment.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  when  loofe  ftones  are  thrown 
upon  a  road,  they  are  difperfed  by 
horftes  feet,  and  piifhed  on  either 
fide  by  the  wheels  of  carriages,  as 
every  perfon  mutt  have  perceived 
who  has  attended  to  the  lubjeCt.— - 
Another  principle  muft  alfo  be  con- 
fidered  ;  if  the  subftratum  is  not 
previoufly  rendered  equally  hard  and 
even,  wherever  one  place  is  fofter 
than  another,  that  fpot  will  fubfide, 
and  inequalities,  that  are  at  firft  im¬ 
perceptible,  will,  in  time,  grow 
deeper;  water  will  lodge  in  them, 
and  the  defeent  of  wheels  will  wear 
them  deeper  and  deeper,  till  they 
break  into  ruts  and  holes ;  belides, 
where  loofe  ftones,  broken  as  fmall 
as  they  ought  to  be  in  the  common 
mode  of  making  roads,  are  thrown 
together,  they  muft  be  laid  to  a  grea,t 
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depth,  or  they  will  fcatter  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  be  ufelefs  ;  but,  if  they 
are  managed  in  the  manner  that  has 
been  already  defcribed,  feven  or 
tdght  inches  will  be  fuffieient. 

Another  caution  mult  be  obferved 
in  mending  an  old  road  :  wherever 
a  hole  is  to  be  filled,  the  edges  of 
the  hole  fiiould  be  cut  perpendicu¬ 
lar;  and  the  form  of  the  hole  fhould 
be  changed,  from  that  of  a  bowl  to 
the  fliape  of  a  trough,  whofe  fides 
rife  at  right-angles  from  the  bottom ; 
for,  if  fmall  fiones  are  thrown  into  a 
bowl,  any  preliure  will  force  them 
over  its  fides ;  but,  in  a  trough  they 
will  be  confined,  and  every  preflure 
will  comprefs  and  grind  them,  by 
degrees,  to  a  fmooth  and  folid  fur- 
face.  When  any  ltone  appears  above 
the  furface,  it  fhould  immediately  be 
broken,  elfe, .  befides  the  obftru&ion 
which  it  oppofes  to  carriages,  it<be- 
comes  an  eminence,  from  which  the 
whole  weight  that  it  fuftains  muft 
fall  upon  the  road  below  it;  repeated 
ftrokes,  of  fuch  momentum,  foon 
form  a  hole  round  even  a  fmall  ftene, 
and  the  fuccefiion  of  fuch  holes  foon 
^deftroys  the  road. 

Where  roads  are  made  entirely  of 
gravel,  after  the  foundationhasbeen 
properly  conftruded,  the  gravel - 
ihould  be  fkreened  or  feparated  into 
two  or  three  forts  :  a  layer  of  the 
fineft  fort,  about  two  inches  deep, 
fhould  be  firfl  laid  on ;  over  this  the 
fecond  fort ;  then  the  coarfeft  ;  and, 
by  fuccefiive  layers  in  the  fame  or¬ 
der,  the  foundation  fhould  be  covered 
to  the  depth  that  is  neceflary  to  fuf- 
tain  the  vuear  to  which  the  road  is 
fubjedt:  but  in  all  cafes,  where  there 
is  a  good  foundation,  it  is  better  to 
1‘upply  the  road  from  time  to  time 
with  frefh  materials,  than  to  bury  at 
the  bottom  fuch  as  might  be  ufeful 
at  the  furface.  I  fhall  defer  what  I 
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have  to  fay  upon  the  conflrutflion  of 
carriages,  to  another  opportunity: 
as  road-making  is  heavy  work,  and 
ought  not  to  load  your  ufeful  and 
entertaining  Mifcellafty. 

IL  L.  E. 


Tv  prevent  Danger  from  Red  Hot 
Pokers . 

[ From  the  fame.] 

Sir, 

IT  would  do  a  valuable  fervice  t« 
the  public,  and  to  perfons  who  take  out 
patents  for  ufeful  inventions,  if  they 
were  to  confer  amongfl  themfelves* 
and  open  one  or  two  houfes,  where 
a  fpecimen  of  each  invention  might 
be  feen,  and  orders  be  taken. 

The  following  invention  (perfe&ly 
fimple)  will  doubtlefs  prevent  the 
melancholy  accidents  that  frequent- 
ly  happen,  from  the  common  prac* 
tice  of  leaving  a  poker  in  the  fire. 
Immediately  above  that  lquare  part 
of  the  poker  (by  blackfmiths  called 
the  bit)  let  a  fmall  crofs  of  iron 
(about  an  inch  and  an  half  each 
way)  be  welded  in. 

The  good  confequences  of  this 
fimple  contrivance  will  be  ; 

lft.  If  the  poker,  by  the  fire  giv¬ 
ing  way,  ihould  flip  out,  it  will  pro¬ 
bably  catch  on  the  edge  of  the 
fender. 

2d.  If  it  Ihould  not,  it  cannot  in¬ 
jure  the  hearth  or  carpet;  as  the  hot 
part  of  the  poker  will  be  borne  up 
fome  inches. 

And  3d.  The  poker  cannot  be 
run  into  the  fire  further  than  the 
bit;  which,  in  regard  to  a  poliflied 
poker,  is  aifo  of  fome  confequenee. 

Your's,  M. 

Feb.  16,  1797. 

*  ,  *  v  -  ^ 
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Invejligation  of  the  Site  of  Troy . 

From  Dallaway’s  Conftantinople,  Ancient  and  Modern . 


41  HTIHE  diftance  from  the  Gre- 
11  cian  camp  to  the  file  of  Troy, 
has  fupplied  thofe  who  contend  a- 
gainft  its  exiftence  with  many  plau- 
fible  objections.  It  is,  however, 
certain  that  the  prefent  village  of 
Koum-kaleh  is  fituate  on  a  fand 
bank  of  more  than  a  mile  in  extent, 
which  will  reduce  the  diftance,  fup- 
pofing  it  to  be  an  accretion  from  the 
Hellefpont,  to  lefs  than  eight  Eng- 
lilh  miles  from  Bounhr-balhi,  where 
the  Scsean  gate  once  hood.  The  ad¬ 
vanced  works  both  of  Greeks  and 
Trojans  leflened  the  intermediate 
fpace.  If  the  Grecian  camp  was 
between  the  lhore  and  the  jun&ion 
of  the  Simoeis  and  Scamander,  then 
known  only  by  the  latter  name,  the 
united  river  will  anfwer  to  all  the 
epithets  given  to  it  by  Homer. 

“  We  began  our  furvey  of  the 
plain  of  Troy.  Crofting  the  Simo¬ 
eis  over  a  long  wooden  bridge  near 
its  embouchure,  we  palled,  over  an 
extenfive  level  of  ploughed  fields, 
and  Goulh-fui,  a  brook  which  emp¬ 
ties  itfelf  into  the  lea  near  In-tepe, 
or  the  tomb  of  Ajax  Telamonius. 
This  tumulus  is  now  irregularly 
Ihaped.  Near  the  top  is  a  fmall 
arched  way  almoft  choaked  up  with 
earth,  which  was  the  entrance  into 
the  vault,  and  over  it  a  broken  wall, 
where  was  once  a  fmall  fepulcbral 
fane,  called  the  Aiant&um.  The 


whole  feems  to  be  of  a  much  more 
modern  date  than  the  death  of  Ajax. 
Marc  Antony  removed  his  urn  and 
allies  into  Egypt,  which  were  after¬ 
wards  reftored  with  funeral  honours 
by  Auguftus,  when  it  is  probable 
that  the  prefent  vault  was  made, 
and  the  fuperftru&ure  ereCted.  This 
compliment  was  paid  to  his  manes 
to  gratify  the  Ilian  citizens,  who 
confidered  him  as  their  tutelar. 
The  city  of  Ilium  was  about  two 
miles  diftant,  near  the  junction  of 
the  Scamander  and  Simoeis,  and 
owed  its  origin  to  Alexander  and 
Lyfimachus,  who  repaired  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  Minerva,  and  furrounded  it 
with  a  wall.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  when  Alexander  was  enthufi- 
allically  invelligating  the  fite.  of  an¬ 
cient  Troy,  that  the  priefts  of  Mi¬ 
nerva  lhould  attach  him,  from  poli¬ 
cy,  to  this  fpot  for  the  foundation  of 
a  city  which  had  likewife  fuperior 
maritime  advantages.  Msenaetus, 
governor  of  Ilium,  went  out  to 
meet  Alexander  in  his  Perfic  expe¬ 
dition,  and  prefented  him  with  a 
golden  crown.  It  was  firft  taken 
by  Charidemus  Orites;  and  fubfe- 
quently  belieged  by  Fimbria,  the 
general  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  Ma¬ 
rius,  and  levelled  with  the  ground; 
this  injury  was  afterwards  1‘everely 
revenged  by  Sylla.  They  enjoyed 
the  patronage  of  Julius  Caelar.  It 
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excites  no  wonder,  that  after  fo 
long  poffefiion  of  it  by  the  Turks, 
not  a  (lone  lhould  remain,  yet  fome 
contend  again!!  the  exigence  of 
Troy,  becaufe  no  veftiges  were  dis¬ 
coverable  when  Alexander  founded 
the  fecond  city,  whillt  they  admit 
the  latter  fad  equally  unauthorifed 
by  prefent  appearances. 

“  From  this  fpot  we  had  a  moft 
interefting  profped  independent  of 
its  local  hiftory;  the  magic  of 
which,  and  its  effeds  on  the  mind, 
are  beautifully  defcribed  by  Lucan. 
The  left  ikreen  is  a  low  ridge  of 
hills;  the  middle  didance  is  the 
great  area,  upon  which  the  Greeks 
were  encamped ;  beyond  was  the 
Scene  of  many  of  the  great  events  of 
the  war ;  and  the  offlkip  and  Skirt¬ 
ing  line  were  compofed  of  the  pro¬ 
montory  of  Tenedos,  Belhiktepe, 
Sigeum,  the  village  of  Koum-kaleh, 
down  to  the  water  edge,  and  a  broad 
winding  reach  of  the  Hellefpont, 
into  which  the  oppofite  headland 
and  caftle  were  brought  forward 
with  considerable  effect.  The  fea 
then  Spreads  very  widely,  and  the 
view  is  clofed  by  the  blue  moun¬ 
tains  of  Imbros.  The  length  and 
extent  of  this  ifland  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  miftaken,  as  fcarcely  a  map 
is  extant  which  defcribes  it  above 
half  its  real  fize.  We  rode  about 
half  an  hour  over  heathy  ground, 
much  elevated,  to  Halyleli,  near 
the  village  of  Thimbrik-keuy,  and 
at  the  inftant  of  our  palling,  a 
Turkilh  wedding  was  celebrating 
among  the  villagers  ;  the  bufinefs 
is  Summary.  The  parents  of  both 
parties,  or  the  bridegroom  for  him- 
felf,  fettle  the  contrad,  which  im¬ 
plies  what  dower  he  Shall  give  the 
bride.  This  arrangement  made,  the 
bridegroom  atfembles  his  friends ; 
mount  horfes?  and  are  accom¬ 
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panied  by  mufic,  fucb  as  a  very 
rude  hautboy,  or  pipe,  and  a  drum* 
can  make.  The  bride  is  demanded, 
and  has  likewife  a  cavalcade  of  her 
female  relatives,  when  they  return 
home  animated  with  the  fame  mu¬ 
fic.  They  feall  Separately  on  pilav, 
and  retire  at  an  early  hour,  when 
the  ceremony  is  concluded. 

“  The  SuccelTion  of  five  tumuli, 
under  the  diftant  horizon,  tends 
more  than  any  other  proof  to  afcer- 
tain  the  Trojan  war.  About  an 
hour  and  a  half  from  Bourna-baflii, 
on  an  eafy  eminence  facing  the  welt, 
we  difcovered  veftiges  of  an  ancient 
city.  On  the  right  are  (landing  Se¬ 
ven  granite  pillars  Several  feet  high 
but  it  rather  appears  that  they  are 
not  placed  in  their  original  order. 
On  the  other  fide,  we  Saw  a  Small 
block  of  marble  with  an  inscription, 
a  few  inches  above  the  ground, 
which  being  dug  up,  we  found  to  be 
of  the  date  of  the  Roman  emperors, 
and  too  much  mutilated  to  be  decy- 
phered  Satisfactorily. 

“  From  the  detail  of  topographi¬ 
cal  notices  given  by  Homer,  and 
from  a  companion  of  the  circum- 
(lances  he  mentions,  the  firongeft 
aflurances  will  follow,  not  only  of 
the  exiflence,  but  the  locality  of 
Troy.  To  infill  that  the  poem 
(hould  be  hiltorically  exact,  would 
be  to  make  no  allowance  for  the  li¬ 
berty  of  a  poet.  That  it  is  topogra¬ 
phically  lb,  an  examination  of  the 
prefent  face  of  the  country  will  am¬ 
ply  prove  ;  and  it  is  equally  an  ob~ 
jed  of  claffical  curiolity,  whether 
Troy  exilled  or  not.  Since  the  fable, 
if  Such  it  mull  be,  is  invariably  ac¬ 
commodated  to  the  Scene  of  action. 

“  With  refpedful  deference  to  a 
name  fo  long  elieemed  in  the  repub¬ 
lic  of  letters  as  that  of  Mr.  Bryant, 

I  humbly  but  totally  diftent  from 

his 


So 
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his  fcepticifm  on  this  fubjedt.  For 
it  is  not  to  the  taftelefs  fyftem  of 
Le  Boflli  in  his  Effay  on  the  Epic, 
who  has  preceded  Mr.  Bryant  in  a 
fimilar  hypothefis,  that  the  opinion 
of  many  ages,  and  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
ocular  infped'tion,  can  be  readily 
conceded.  To  eliablifh  a  convi&ion 
on  the  mind,  that  the  tale  of  Troy 
divine  is  a  mere  invention,  may  re¬ 
quire  yet  more  than  the  moft  labo¬ 
rious  learning  can  lend  to  conjec¬ 
ture,  and  could  it  avail,  we  might 
lofe  in  the  pleafures  of  the  imagina¬ 
tion,  as  much  as  we  fhould  gain  by 
truth,  could  his  arguments  eftablilh 
it,  and  lament  with  the  enthufiafl  in 
Horace, 

*(  —  demptus  per  vim  mentis  gratiffimus 
error.” 

“  As  the  fetting  fun  was  more 
brilliant  than  for  many  days  paft, 
the  village  of  Bounar-bafhi  opened 
upon  us  very  pleafantly  from  the 
ford  of  the  Simoeis,  which  we  palled 
within  a  furlong  of  the  chiltlik  of 
Hadji  Mebmet  Aghh,  the  prefent 
proprietor  of  a  domain  producing 
near  ^.5000  herling  per  annum,  and 
including  little  lefs  lpace  than,  and 
the  identical  ground  of,  the  king¬ 
dom  of  old  Priam.  His  houfe  is 
mean,  but  many  columns  were  dif- 
perfed  about  it,  which  had  been 
collected  from  the  files  of  ancient 
cities. 

“  From  the  village  the  hill  rifes 
rapidly,  and  foon  becomes  an  in  di¬ 
lated  mountain.  In  the  front  of  the 
houfe,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  is  the  fir  ft 
fource  of  the  Scamander,  which  is 
laid,  by  M.  Chevalier,  to  be  the  hot 
lpring,  upon  which  he  grounds  the 
ftrongelt  proof  of  his  hypothefis  re- 
fpe&ing  the  locality  of  the  city  of 
Troy.  It  is  at  leait  tepid ;  and  the 


agha  told  us,  that  in  the  winter 
months,  efpecially  during  froft,  it 
was  hot,  and  fmoked.  Ilomer  muft 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  a  hot 
fpring,  and  a  river  full  to  the  brink, 
if  they  happen  once  within  the  year. 
The  lofty  wall  of  Troy  and  the 
Scasan  gate  interfected  the  modern 
village  of  Bounar-balhi. 

“  Afcending  the  hill,  thickly 
ftrewn  with  loole  ftones  for  the 
fpace  of  a  mile,  the  firft  objedt  On  the 
brow  is  a  ftony  hillock,  which  Che¬ 
valier,  with  no  apparent  reafon,  calls 
the  tomb  of  He&or,  It  has  been 
opened  and  examined,  but  we  could 
not  learn  the  refult. 

“  There  are  others  covered  with 
grafs,  appropriated  likewife  to  Tro¬ 
jan  heroes.  Upon  this  area  and  the 
intermediate  ground  from  the  vil¬ 
lage,  there  is  undoubtedly  fpace 
enough  for  fuch  a  city  as  Troy  is 
defcribed  to  have  been.  The  level 
falls  abruptly  on  the  fouth,  with  a 
precipitate  cliff,  into  a  very  deep  ra¬ 
vine,  forming  a  mural  rock  as  corn- 
pad  and  regular  as  the  remaining 
walls  of  Conftantinople,  now  almolt 
covered  at  its  bafe  by  the  fitream  and 
fands  of  the  Simoeis,  for  the  length 
of  forty  or  fifty  yards,  and  complet¬ 
ing  a  fortification,  rendered  impreg¬ 
nable  by  nature,  which  will  account 
for  a  ten  years  fiege,  and  the  fuper- 
lative  epithet  of  walls  conflructed 
by  the  gods  themfelves.  Mr.  Wood 
dilcovered  no  place,  amengfi;  Ida, 
correspondent  to  that  defcription ; 
and  Mr.  Bryant  would  feek  for  it 
(did  he  purpofe  an  actual  infpe&ion) 
only  in  his  favourite  Egypt.  This 
divifion  of  rifted  rock  from  the 
groupe  of  foreft  mountains,  of  which 
Ida  is  compofed  on  the  eafl  and 
north  Tides,  does  not  exceed  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  yards,  and  is  fcarcely 
farther  afunder  at  the  top,  finking 
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as  perpendicularly  as  an  artificial 
channel.  The  face  of  the  ground 
exhibits  nothing  worthy  remark; 
bufhes  and  huge  unhewn  hones  only 
are  to  be  feen.  dhe  whole  view  of 
the  plain  of  Troy,  from  the  height 
faid  to  have  been  the  citadel,  is  of 
uninterrupted  extent,  with  the  wind¬ 
ing  Simoeis,  and  the  grand  horizon¬ 
tal  line  marked  by  Uejek  Tepee  and 
the  Sigean  promontory,  and  turning 
to  the  left,  by  the  two  in  the  ifland 
of  Tenedos.  We  then  returned  to 
the  chiftlik,  and  bade  adieu  to  the 
hofpitable  agha,  who  poffeffed,  in  a 
great  degree,  that  trait  of  a  true 
mufulman,  urbanity  to  ftrangers. 

“  For  feveral  hours  we  traced  with 
the  utmoft  attention  the  courfe  of 
the  Scamander  from  the  cold  or  fe- 
cond  fource,  which  is  a  collection  of 
fmall  fp rings,  through  the  morafs, 
where  for  fome  miles  it  is  positively 
hid,  till  we  reached  the  new  canal, 
and  faw  plainly  the  ancient  bed. 
The  banks  of  this  river,  where  expos¬ 
ed,  are  verdant  and  beautiful,  and 
watered  to  the  brink.  M.  Cheva¬ 
lier’s  topography  and  general  idea, 
after  a  fair  invelligation,  we  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  ingenious  and 
plaufible. 

“  We  then  fixed  ourfelves  at 
Giawr-keuy,  or  cape  Janiffary,  a 
poor  village  eonfifting  entirely  of 
Greeks,  the  fite  of  the  far-famed  Si- 
gaeum,  which  has  likewife  the  name 
of  Yeni-cheyr.  It  is  lingular  that 
Greeks  fhould  ftill  occupy  that  .an¬ 
cient  ftation. 

-  “  From  this  eminence  we  looked 
over  the  plain,  the  whole  lcope  of 
which  we  commanded  ;  its  broadeft 
diameter  may  he  five  or  fix,  and  its 
longeft  twelve  miles-,  to  Atche-keuy. 
It  is  naturally  verdant  a  A  fertile, 
and  now  very  generally  cultivated, 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


UITIES.  81 

excepting  near  the  marfli,  which 
occupies  a  fifth  part.  Homer  gives 
frequent  evidence  of  his  having  per- 
fonally  vifited  and  examined  this 
celebrated  fpot,  of  which  he  fome- 
times  enters  into  minute  defcrip- 
tions.  The  rivers  are  particularly 
characterized.  Simoeis  has  broad 
fands,  with  a  fudden  and  rapid  cur¬ 
rent  ;  Scamander  is  transparent,  and 
regularly  full,  within  a  narrow  chan¬ 
nel,  and  fo  they  continue  to  be  till 
their  junClion,  before  they  reach  the 
fea.  Whatever  change 'the  former 
may  have  occafioned  in  the  prefent 
appearance  of  the  plain,  the  analo¬ 
gy  taken  from  thofe  of  Ephefus  and 
Miletus,  upon  which  Mr.  Wood  has 
refted  his  opinion  that  Troy  was  fitu- 
ated  fo  much  higher  amongfl  the 
hills  of  Ida,  feerns  to  be  ill  founded ; 
for  the  Simoeis  has,  at  no  feafon, 
either  the  fize  or  cleclenfion  from  its 
fource  that  the  Cavfter  and  Meander 
are  known  to  have.  The  foil  exhi¬ 
bits  no  marks  of  volcanic  fire,  nor 
can  it  be  reafonably  prefumed,  from 
any  prefent  appearance,  that  the  face 
of  the  country  could  have  been 
changed  by  an  earthquake,  upon 
which  circumftance  as  prefuppofed 
another  hypothefis  is  built.  Of  all 
the  proofs  adduced  by  M.  Chevalier, 
the  tumuli,  fo  conneCled  with  the 
Rhaetean  and  Sigean  promontories, 
and  the  outpofts  of  the  Grecian 
camp,  are  the  moft  fatisfaclory. 
The  fite  is  likewife  confirmed  by 
four  others,  which,  to  whatever  he¬ 
roes  they  may  be  conjeClu rally  attri¬ 
buted,  with  no  additional  weight  to 
the  argument,  give  a  certain  degree 
of  internal  evidence,  and  afcertain 
the  fcene  of  great  military  tranfac- 
tions,  or  vicinity  to  a  large  city.  In 
thofe  rude  and  primaeval  ages,  he¬ 
roes  had  no  other  monuments,  nor 
G  _  could 
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could  any  more  lading  have  been 
devifed. 

4  Ingens 

*  Aggeritur  tumulo  tellus.’ 

Virg.  ^En.  J.  iii.  v.  62,  63. 

a  We  found  the  has  relief,  and  the 
celebrated  Sigean  inscription, written 
with  the  letters  invented  by  Cad¬ 
mus,  and  the  lines  written  alternate¬ 
ly  backward  and  forward,  a  mode 
of  the  higbeft  antiquity,  and  ufed 
likewife  for  the  laws  of  Solon,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Suidas.  M.  Choifeul’s 
attempt  to  remove  it,  fandtioned  by 
firhmans,  and  the  intereft  of  Hafsan 
Palha,  could  not  prevail  againft  the 
ancient  prejudices  of  the  villagers. 
It  is  accurately  defcribed  by  Chif- 
hul,  Shuckford,  and  Chandler,  and 
is  now  placed  at  the  door  of  a  low 
hut,  confecrated  as  a  chapel.  The 
letters  are  nearly  worn  out,  having 
been  fo  long  ufed  as  a  bench  to  fit 
on.  Advancing  fome  furlongs  over 
the  promontory,  we  faw  the  barrow 
(befhie  tepee)  called  the  tomb  of 
Antilocbus  by  Strabo.  On  the 
other  fide  of  the  village,  under  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  crowned  by  half  a 
dozen  windmills,  near  the  fea,  are 
two  fmaller  tumuli,  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  be  thofe,  one  of  which  is  at¬ 
tributed  by  the  ancient  geographers 
to  the  illuftrious  friends  Achilles 


and  Patroclus,  and  the  other  to  Pe~ 
neleus  the  Boeotian.  Since  the 
opening  and  difcoveries  made  in  the 
former,  by  order  of  the  French  em- 
baffador  M.  le  compte  ue  Choifeul 
Gouffier,  in  *1787,  fome  dervifhes 
have  built  their  convent  against  it, 
and  placed  a  clay  cabin  on  the  top. 
They  now  ufe  the  barrow  as  a  ce¬ 
metery. 

“  M.  Chevalier  has  informed  us, 

‘  that  towards  the  centre  of  the 
4  monument  two  large  ftones  were 
6  found,  leaning  at  an  angle  one  a- 
i  gainft  the  other,  and  forming  a 
4  kind  of  tent,  under  which  was  pre- 
4  fently  difcovered  a  fmall  ftatue  of 
4  Minerva  feated  in  a  chariot  with. 

4  four  horfes,  and  an  urn  of  metal 
4  filled  with  alhes,  charcoal,  and 
4  human  bones.  This  urn,  now  in  the 
4  pofieffion  of  le  Compte  Choifeul, 

4  is  encircled  in  fculpture  with  a 
4  vine  branch,  from  which  are  fuf- 
4  pended  bunches  of  grapes,  done 
4  with  exquifite  art/  Two  pages  of 
learned  commentary  fucceed  this 
afiertion,  which  introduces  a  curious 
hypothefis  refpedting  early  Grecian 
fculpture. 

44  From  information  gained  from 
the  only  perfon  prefent  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  barrow,  whofe  fimple  de¬ 
tail  the  favour  of  a  friend  enables 
me  to  fubjoin,*  it  is  probable  that 

nothing 


#  EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  DARDANELLES. 

I  had  a  very  interefting  converfation  with  the  foil  of  the  late  French  conful,  Sig, 
«  Solomon  Ghormezano,  relative  to  the  opening  of  the  tomb  of  Achilles,  near  the  Sigean 

*  promontory.  He  laid  that  he  had  been  employed  by  count  Choifeul  Goufiier  to  examine 
«  the  tumulus  and  to  feavch  for  remains,  and  that  he  worked  at  it  by  night,  deceiving  the 
«  agha  and  people  with  the  hopes  of  difcovering  a  fpring  of  water,  fo  neceffary  to  the 
«  inhabitants  of  Yeni-cheyr.  Two  months  elapfed  in  this  work,  as  no  other  perfon  fuper- 
<  intended.  He  frequently  wifhed  to  decline  it  in  defpair,  but  was  diredted  to  perfevere. 
«  At  length  he  difcovered  the  place  where  the  reliques  were  depofited.  He  immediate¬ 
's  ]y  colledled  the  whole,  and  communicated  his  fuccess  to  his  employer,  filling  a  larg® 

*  sheft  with  what  he  had  found.  Mr.  Choifeul  enjoined  him  to  bring  them  to  him,  and 
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nothing  was  found  which  could 
juftify  fuch  an  account.  Extreme 
age,  and  the  preflure  of  the  ground, 
had  crumbled  into  atoms  of  ruft  all 
the  metallic  fubftances.  The  urn, 
or  vafe,  M.  Fauval,  an  ingenious  ar- 
tift  now  refiding  at  Athens,  received 
from  M.  ChoifeuI  in  its  decayed 
hate,  and  made  a  model  from  it, 
which  has  been  exhibited  to  feveral 
connoifieurs,  as  much  to  their  lur- 
prife  as  fatisfaftion ;  and  4  the  god- 


4  dels  with  her  chariot  and  four 
4  horfes’  feem  to  prove  that  the 
Troad  continues  to  be  the  land  of 
invention.  If  Pococke’s  opinion  be 
juft,  that  Belhic  tepee,  on  the  Sigean 
rfdge,  on  account  of  being  more  con- 
fpicuous  at  fea,  was  the  true  fepul- 
chre  of  Achilles  and  Patroclus,  and 
the  two  on  the  ftiore  thofe  of  An- 
tilochus  and  another  hero,  Cheva¬ 
lier’s  account  is  defcription  inftead 
of  truth.” 


6  not  to  truft  them  out  of  his  fight ;  but  he  repaid  his  trouble  with  thanks  only.  He  was 

*  induced  to  referve  feveral  fmall  fpecimens,  which  he  obligingly  Ihowed  and  explained 
e  to  us,  as  Mr.  ChoifeuI  was  no  longer  formidable. 

(  I  fubjoin  a  lift  of  them. 

‘  1.  Pieces  of  burned  bones.  2.  Pieces  of  a  metal  vafe.  I  enquired  particularly  con- 

<  corning  the  vafe,  and  in  what  ftate  it  was  originally  found.  He  replied,  that  it  was 

*  broken,  and  had  had  a  lmall  ornament  only,  round  the  rim  ,  but  that  enough  remained 

*  to  determine  the  fiiape,  and  that  it  was  ot  considerable  fize.  "W hat  I  law  w  as  to  en- 

*  tirely  deftroyed  by  ruft  that  no  plaufible  conjecture  could  be  formed  from  it.  3.  Char- 

*  coaf,  made  of  vine  branches.  4.  A  piece  of  mortar  and  ftone,  which  appeared  to  have 
«  pafifed  through  fire.  5.  A  piece  of  metal  of  a  triangular  fiiape.  6-  Pieces  of  very  fine 
‘  potterv,  well  painted,  with  wreaths  of  flowers  of  a  dark  olive  colour.  He  obferved  that 
f  lorue  of  the  pieces  of  pottery  feemed  to  have  compofed  large  vales,  befide  which  were 

*  feveral  fmall  cups,  fome  of  which  were  intire,  and  refembled  Etrufcan  ware.  It  might 

<  have  been  a  funeral  ceremony  to  have  emptied  thefe  to  the  memory  of  the  deceafed,  and 
‘  then  to  have  placed  them  in  the  tomb. 

‘  He  delivered  likewife  to  Mr.  ChoifeuI  a  fragment  of  brafs  about  a  foot  and  a  half 
‘  lon^,  and  in  the  middle,  being  the  thickeft  part,  about  the  circumference  of  a  quart 

<  bottle,  and  weighing  feven  or  eight  pounds.  It  was,  at  firit,  caileu  the  hilt  or  alwoid, 

«  but  afterward  M.  ChoifeuI  declared  it  to  be  the  ftatue  of  a  roan,  with  a  lion  under  each 

g  f*Q  Q  C 

<  7.'  A  fmall  piece  of  a  tranfparent  fubftance,  belonging,  as  he  faid,  to  a  kind  of  tub® 

4  worked  and  doled  at  one  end.  It  may  not  be  eafy  to  conjedure  for  what  ufe  this  was 
c  intended.  Prom  his  defcription  of  it,  I  colled,  that  it  was  about  a  foot  long  and  two 

<  inches  in  diameter,  ornamented  with  branches  in  chafed  or  emboffed  work,  and  of  fo 
‘  tranfparent  a  nature,  that  objeds  might  be  clearly  feen  through  it.  It  had  received  but 
4  flight  injury,  having  only  a  fmall  fradure  at  the  upper  end, 

<  He  then  acquainted  us  with  the  different  ftrata  of  earth  he  had  dug  through  in  open- 
(  ;n„  the  tomb.  On  the  outlide  was  a  kind  of  fea  fand,  the  fame  as  that  near  it ;  then 
4  yellowilh  foil,  folid  but  light;  coloured  earths,  black  and  yellow,  each  ftratum  being 
c  two  feet  deep,  with  large  Atones.  On  the  foundation  of  the  barrow  apparently  was  a 
4  large  flab,  extending,  as  he  fuppofed,  over  the  whole,  aswherever  he  dug  he  full  found 

*  it.  In  the  middle  was  a  hole  twelve  feet  fquare,  around,  which  was  railed  a  wall  three 
(  feet  high,  which  was  the  fepulchre  containing  the  reliques.  By  the  weight  of  the 
c  earth  all  was  preffed  together,  which  accounts  for  the  confufed  and  broken  ftate  in 

*  which  the  things  were  difcovered.  On  the  outfi.de  of  this  ftone  was  ftrewed  a  quantity 
4  of  lime,  and  then  of  charcoal,  fuppofed  to  be  the  allies  of  the  luneiai  pirn, 

4  When  the  barrows  were  clofed  up,  count  Choiseul  placed  a  flieet  ot  lead  011  the  hot- 
4  tom  infcribed  “  Ouvrage  fait  par  le  Compte  de  ChoifeuI  Gouffier  1  an  1787  !  !  1  Mr. 
4  Chevalier’s  ignorance  of  modern  Greek  led  him  into  a  curious  miftake,  The  two  con- 
4  tiouous  barrows  are  called  “  dtlieo  tepe,”  the  two  tombs.  Mr.  Chevalier  hearing  this 

<  name  from  the  villagers,  immediately  conjeaures  away  with  his  4  Ascj  r swe,’  and  pus. 
c  zles  liimfelf  with  mythology/ 

4  O&ober,  1795/  ‘ 


O 
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On  the  Ancient  and  Modern  Navi¬ 
gation  of  India. 

[ From  Dr.  Vincent’s  Voyage  of 
Near  ckus .] 

I  cannot  take  a  final  leaveof  this 
coaft  without  obferving,  that  the 
whole  difiance  from  the  Indus  to 
Cape  J aik  comes  out  as  near  as  may 
be,  fix  hundred  and  twentv-five 
miles,  equal  to  the  eftirnation  of  Ar¬ 
rian  on  the  coaft  of  the  Ichthyopha- 
gi  alone ;  and  this  number  of  miles 
Nearchus  was  from  feventy  to  fe- 
venty-five  days  in  paffing.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  with  due  allowance  made  for 
fetting  out  againft  the  monfoon,  and 
twenty-four  days  loft  at  Cape  Monze, 
we  reduce  the  whole  to  forty  days, 
we  may  form  a  comparative  view 
between  ancient  and  modern  navi¬ 
gation ;  for  it  appears  from  the 
journal  of  the  Houghton  Eaft  India- 
man,  that  /lie  made  the  fame  run  in 
thirteen  days  ;  and  upon  her  return 
was  only  five  days  from  Gomeroon 
to  Scindy  Bar.  But  fo  far  is  this 
from  diminishing  the  credit  of  the 
firft  navigators,  that  it  is  enhanced 
by  every  difficulty  they  had  to  fur- 
mount; — weak  veffels  with  inex¬ 
perienced  mariners  ;  no  provifions 
but  fuch  as  an  unknown  coaft  might 
furnifti ;  no  convenience  for  fleeping 
on  board  ;  no  pilot  but  fuch  as  they 
might  cafually  pick  up  on  their 
courfe  ;  no  certainty  that  this  fea 
was  ever  navigated  before,  or  even 
navigable  ;  and  no  refources  fuch  as 
the  moderns  have,  without  number, 
in  their  arms,  their  inftruments, 
their  experience,  and  the  accumu¬ 
lated  acquifitions  of  knowledge, 
whether  practical  or  theoretical. 
Under  all  thefe  difadvantages,  if  the 
objeH  was  attained,  and  the  voyage 
completed,  it  is  not  the  length  of  the 
courfe  that  ought  to  raife  the  name 
of  Columbus  higher  than  that  of 


Nearchus;  the  confequences  de¬ 
rived  from  the  difcoveries  of  both 
are  equally  important,  and  the  com¬ 
merce  with  the  Eaft  Indies  upon  a 
level  with  that  of  America:  but  if 
the  communication  fixed  at  Alexan¬ 
dria  is  the  origin  of  the  Portuguefe 
difcoveries,  and  the  circumnaviga¬ 
tion  of  Africa,  Nearchus  is  in  fa£t 
the  primary  author  of  difcovery  in 
general,  and  the  mafter  both  of 
Gama  and  Columbus. 

There  is  one  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  attending  this  expedition, 
which  is,  that  we  find  no  mention 
of  mutiny  or  difeafe  among  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  former  would  be  naturally 
checked  by  their  fituation,  for  they 
had  no  fecond  hope  if  they  failed 
in  the  execution  of  their  enterprife, 
and  no  chance  of  prefervation  but 
by  obedience  to  their  commander ; 
the  latter  was  lefs  likely  to  occur, 
from  the  circumftances  peculiar  to 
the  navigation ;  and  the  maladies 
arifing  from  famine  or  bad  provi¬ 
fions,  appear  not  to  have  had  fuffi- 
cient  time  to  exhibit  their  worft 
effe&s.  As  far  as  can  be  colle&ed 
from  the  journal,  they  were  never 
without  Ihell-filh  till  within  a  few 
days  of  their  arrival ;  and  fcorbutic 
diforders,  which  are  the  fcourge  of 
the  mariner  in  the  protracted  voy^- 
ages  of  the  moderns,  are  never  no¬ 
ticed  by  the  ancients.  The  proxi¬ 
mity  of  land,  the  frequency  of  fleep¬ 
ing  on  fhore,  and  the  properties  of 
their  veffels,  which  were  not  deckedj 
feein  to  have  operated  to  the  exclu- 
fion  of  a  difeafe,  which  two  hundred 
years  experience  is  only  now  teach¬ 
ing  modern  navigators  to  combat ; 
and  this  experience  nothing  but  the 
perfevering  difcipline  of  Cook  could 
have  reduced  to  practice. 

It  is  not  apparent  that  the  paffage 
from  the  Indus  to  the  Gulph  of 

Perfia 


Perfia  liad  ever  been  performed  by 
the  natives ;  for  however  great  the 
commerce  on  that  river  was,,  and 
however  extended,  its  progrefs  na¬ 
turally  bent  towards  the  coaft  of 
Malabar  and  the  peijinfula.  The 
natives  there  were  all  Indians ; 
while  on  the  weft,  the  name  termi¬ 
nated  at  the  Arab'is,  and  all  Indian 
manners  with  the  boundary  of  the 
Grits  at  Mai  ana.  This  appears  to 
me  a  proof  that  no  commerce  from 
the  Indus  was  carried  farther  by 
the  Indians;  the  other  natives, 
whether  Oritae  or  Ichthyophagi,  had 
no  embarkations  even  for  fiihing  ; 
and  the  Perfians  were  never  naviga¬ 
tors.  If  any  veffels,  therefore,  vifit- 
ed  thefe  coafts  even  in  that  early 
age,  they  were  probably  Arabian; 
but  of  this  there  can  be  no  fatistac- 
tory  evidence.  That  fomething 
paffed  upon  the  fea,  and  in  all  ap¬ 
pearance  from  port  to  port,  there 
leems  to  be  ground  for  fuppofing; 
for  Hydrakes  could  not  have  been 
worthy  of  employment  without  fome 
fort  of  experience;  and  there  is  a 
ill  ado  w  of  evidence  that  the  pirates 
to  the  eaft  ward  of  the  Indus, who  have 
been  pirates  in  all  ages,  accidentally 
vifited  the  coaft,  either  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  intercepting  the  traffic,  or  of 
plundering  the  property  of  the  in¬ 
habitants;  and  yet  what  tempta¬ 
tion  could  they  prefent,  unlefs  (laves 
were  a  commodity  ?  If  fo,  their 
perfons  might  be  feized,  provided 
there  were  any  record  of  a  market 
to  point  out  where  they  were  dif- 
pofedof;  but  the  whole  teftimony 
which  can  be  collected,  amounts  in 
no  degree  to  a  proof  of  a  navigation 
like  that  of  Nearchus  from  India  to 
Perfia;  and  as  this  is  the  principal 
link  in  the  future  chain  of  commu¬ 
nication  with  Europe,  the  merit  of 
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examining  it  feems  wholly  due  to 
him  as  the  original  undertaker.  I 
am  not  ignorant  of  a  much  longer 
voyage  in  this  very  direction  im¬ 
puted  to  Scylax  by  Herodotus,  from 
Padya  (the  Pekeli  of  Renneil)  in¬ 
to  the  Gulph  of  Arabia  :  but  whe¬ 
ther  this  voyage  was  performed  by 
the  Perfians,  or  that  other  round 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  the  Phoe¬ 
nicians  from  Egypt,  as  recorded  by 
him,  is  a  point  highly  problematical 
in  the  opinion  of  every  one  who 
confiders  the  ftrudure  of  ancient 
veffels,  and  their  whole  method  of 
'navigation.  I  believe  the  record  of 
both,  as  preferved  by  Herodotus,  to 
be  evidence  that  the  Perfians  or 
Egyptians  knew,  from  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  interior  of  the  refpec- 
tive  countries,  that  they  were 
bounded  by  the  ocean,  and  afforded 
the  means  of  navigation  ;  but  that 
the  voyages  were  a&ually  perform¬ 
ed  requires  more  evidence,  more 
particulars,  and  a  clearer  de¬ 
tail  of  fads,  to  enable  us  to 
form  a  judgment.  The  bare  aft* 
fertion  that  the  thing  had  been 
done,  might  lead  Alexander  to  think 
it  pradicable ;-  but  the  Perfian  voy¬ 
age  produced  no  confequences  what¬ 
ever  ;  and  the  Egyptian  navigation 
led  to  nothing,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  the 
Portuguefe  difcoverers  influenced  by 
the  affertion,  that  a  paffage  round 
the  Cape  was  pradicable. 

Scylax  ought  to  be  a  Greek  by 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  Caryanda, 
or  at  lead  an  inhabitant  of  Afia  Mi¬ 
nor  ;  but  we  have  no  remains  of  his 
journal,  and  no  other  evidence  of 
his  voyage  but  the  report  of  Hero¬ 
dotus,  which  is  very  deficient  in  cir- 
cumftances  to  confirm  its  own  au¬ 
thority ;  and  collateral  evidence 
there  is  none.  In  regard  to  the 
G  3  cir* 
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circumnavigation  of  Africa,  there  is 
one  particular  much  infilled  on  by 
Larcher,  Gefner,  and  other  com¬ 
mentators  ;  which  is,  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  fun  to  the  north :  a 
phenomenon  dependent  on  every 
navigation  within  the  tropics.  The 
referve  of  Herodotus,  in  faying  that 
others  may  fuppofe  this  probable, 
though  he  doubts  it  himfelf,  is  a 
caution  worthy  of  fuch  an  hillorian, 
and  more  perfuafive  than  the  boldeft 
affection.  I  muff,  however,  notice 
a  peculiarity  in  this  paffage,  which 
feems  to  have  efcaped  the  fcrutiny 
of  his  commentators  ;  for  he  informs 
us  in  another  place,  that  he  went  up 
the  Nile  himfelf  as  far  as  Elephan** 
tine,  in  order  to  afcertain  feme  cir- 
cum  fiances  relative  to  the  head  of 
that  river,  about  which  he  thought 
himfelf  impofed  upon  by  a  Secretary 
of  the  priefts  of  Sais.  Now,  is  it 
not  extraordinary  that  if  he  reached 
Elephantine  he  fhould  not  have 
vifited  Syene,  the  very  place  at 
which  he  reprefen ts  his  doubts  to 
exift  Is  if  not  ftrange,  that  though 
he  3i\ed  prior  to  the  conffru&ion  of 
the  well  at  Syene,  he  lliould  mention 
nothing  of  the  fituation  of  Syene  it- 
felf  under  the  tropic  ?  Had  he  been 
there  in  fummer,  he  muff  himfelf 
have  feen  the  pheenomenon  he  pro- 
feffes  to  doubt,  or  at  leaft  the  fun 
vertical;  and  if  his  vifit  was  at  any 
other  feafon,  is  it  not  remarkable 
that  he  fhould  not  have  heard  of 
this  circumftance  ?  Elephantine  is 
an  ifland,  or  a  city  on  an  ifland,  in 
the  Nile,  oppofite  to  Syene;  and  yet 
Herodotus  does  not  quite  fay  he  was 
actually  at  Syene.  From  his  men¬ 
tion  that  the  catara&s  are  four  days 
fail  from  the  Elephantine  he  vifited, 
may  we  not  fufpedl  that  it  wasfome 
ifland  lower  down  (for  there  are 


many)  or  that  the  ifland  called 
Elephantine  by  Pocock  is  not  the 
Elephantine  of  Herodotus  ?  and 
that  the  hiftorian  was  not  nearer 
Syene  than  within  three  days  fail  ? 
for  it  is  in  reality  lefs  than  one  day’s 
fail  or  journey  by  land  from  Syene 
to  the  cataraHs.  I  mention  thefe 
particulars,  in  order  to  fhew  the 
great  obfcurity  which  attends  all 
the  difcoveries  whether  real  or  pre¬ 
tended,  in  ages  antecedent  to  his¬ 
tory;  and  notwithftanding  all  that 
Mr.  Goffelin  has  produced,  to  prove 
an  early  flate  of  navigation  and  geo¬ 
graphy,  previous  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Greeks,  and  founded  upon 
better  principles ;  notwithftanding 
the  erudition  difplayed  by  Gefner  in 
his  Treatife  on  the  Navigation  of 
the  Phoenicians  in  the  Atlantic, 
there  is  nothing  appears  fufficiently 
fatisfa&ory  to  eftablifh  the  authenti- 
city  of  any  one  prior  voyage,  of 
equal  importance,  upon  a  footing 
with  this  of  Nearchus;  or  any  cer¬ 
tainty  to  be  obtained  where  the 
evidence  is  all  circumftantial,  and 
none  pofitive.  From  a  journal  like 
the  Periplus  of  Hanno,  a  knowledge 
of  the  coaft  of  Africa  will  enable  us 
to  form  a  judgment  of  his  progrefs  : 
but  a  bare  affertion  of  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  any  voyage,  without  confe- 
quences  attendant  or  connected, 
without  collateral  or  contemporary 
teftimony,  is  too  flight  a  foundation 
to  fupport  any  fuperftruHure  of  im¬ 
portance.  I  fhould  think  it  time 
well  employed  to  vindicate  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Columbus  againft  the  ufur- 
pation  of  Vefpucius;  hut  I  would 
not  beftow  a  moment  in  annulling 
the  claim  of  Madock  and  his  Cam- 
bro-Britains  to  the  difcovery  of 
America.  The  reader  may  con¬ 
ceive  that  this  vindication  of  Near¬ 
chus 
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thus  partakes  more  of  the  partiality 
of  an  editor  than  the  inveftigation 
of  the  truth :  but  I  appeal  to  the 
ancient  geographical  fragments  ftill 
extant;  the  Periplus  of  Hanno,  the 
furvey  of  the  Euxine  Sea  by  the  real 
Arrian,  and  that  of  the  Erythraean 
Sea,  or  Indian  Ocean,  by  the  ficti¬ 
tious  one ;  and  I  fay  that  all  thefe, 
as  well  as  the  journal  of  Nearchus, 
though  they  have  their  errors,  diffi¬ 
culties,  or  even  abfurdities,  Hill  con¬ 
tain  internal  evidence  of  veracity, 
and  are  well  worthy  of  examina¬ 
tion  ;  while  the  expedition  of  the 
Argonauts,  of  Pytheas,  or  Scylax, 
is  merely  a  fpeculation  of  amufe- 
ment. 

There  is,  however,  another  way 
of  enquiry  into  the  difeoveries  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  earliefl  times  ;  which 
is,  by  examining  the  commodities 
fuch  difeoveries  would  produce. — • 
Tin,  the  ftaple  of  Britain,  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  moll  ancient  authors 
neither  as  a  rare  nor  a  very  precious 
metal ;  this  mult  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  nations  on  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  either  by  a  tranfport 
over  land  (fuch  as  is  mentioned  by 
Diodorus)  or  through  the  medium 
of  a  Phoenician  navigation  :  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  metal,  therefore,  in 
Greece  and  Afia  is  a  proof  that  the 
voyage  was  performed,  in  fome 
fenfe  or  other.  The  influx  of  gold 
into  Judaea  is  equally  a  proof  of  a 
commerce  extended  into  the  Indian 
or  iEthiopic  Ocean,  beyond  the  li¬ 
mits  of  the  Gulph  of  Arabia.  The 
materials  ftill  found  in  Egypt,  that 
contributed  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  mummies,  are  fome  of  them  fup- 
pofed  to  be  oriental ;  and  if  fo, 
Egypt  muft  have  had,  even  antece¬ 
dent  to  hiftory,  a  communication 
with  the  eaft,  either  diredly  by 


commerce  of  their  own,  or  indiredily 
by  means  of  intermediate  nations, 
perhaps  Arabian.  In  all  thele  cafes 
we  have  a  right  to  affume  the  navi¬ 
gation  from  the  view  of  its  effects; 
but  the  voyage  of  Scylax  from  In¬ 
dia  to  Egypt,  or  that  of  the  Phoeni¬ 
cians  from  Egypt  round  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Africa,  have  neither  pro¬ 
duce  nor  confequences;  $nd  though 
this  is  only  a  negative  proof  of  their 
nonentity,  it  is  as  ftrong  as  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  cafe  will  admit :  if  no 
fecond  navigator  had  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  difeovery 
of  Gama  might  have  been  deemed 
problematical.  Were  it  poffible  to 
aferibe  thefe  two  voyages  to  the  age 
of  Herodotus,  his  teftimony  is  fuch, 
that  it  ought  to  preponderate  againft 
every  argument  of  mere  fpeculation: 
but  he  probably  records  only  the 
vanity  of  two  nations,  one  the 
moft  proud  of  its  empire,  and  the 
other  of  its  fcience ;  both  capable 
of  attributing  to  themfelves  an  ac¬ 
tion  done,  if  it  were  poffible  to  be 
done  ;  and  of  this  the  poffibility  was 
perhaps  known  from  internal  infor¬ 
mation.  My  own  opinion  is  decid¬ 
edly  againft  the  reality  of  both 
thefe  voyages ;  but  whatever  be  my 
own  judgment,  it  fhall  be  fubjed  to 
the  decifion  of  thofe  who  profeffedly 
eonfider  the  queftion  in  its  full  ex¬ 
tent  ;  it  is  here  only  incidental :  but 
I  muft  ftill  repeat,  that  it  is  the  af- 
fertion  of  fads  without  circum- 
ftances,  while  the  voyage  of  Near¬ 
chus  is  detailed  in  all  its  parts,  and 
is  the  earlieft  authentic  journal  ex¬ 
tant.  If,  then,  I  am  right,  this  is 
the  firft  voyage  of  general  import¬ 
ance  to  mankind  ;  if  1  am  miltaken, 
it  is  ftill  the  firft  of  which  any  cer¬ 
tain  record  is  preferved. 


88  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


On  the  Roman  Method  of  computing 

rn* 

1  ime. 

» 

[ From  Remarks  on  the  Antiquities 
of  Rome  and  its  Environs.  By 
A.  Lumisden,  Esq.] 

ON  the  authority  of  Varro,  Pliny 
informs  us,  that  the  fir  ft  fun-dial 
fet  up  for  public  uie  at  Rome,  was 
brought  from  Catania  in  Sicily,  by 
the  conful  M.  Valerius  Meflala,  in 
the  year  U.  C.  491,  and  was  placed 
on  a  column  near  the  roflra  :  but  as 
this  dial  had  been  projected  for  a 
more  fouthern  latitude,  it  did  not 
ihow  the  hours  with  exactnefs. 
However,  fuch  as  it  was,  the  Ro¬ 
mans  regulated  their  time  by  it  for 
the  fpace  of  ninety-nine  years,  when 
Q.  Marcus  Philippas,  who  was  cen- 
for  with  L.  Paulus,  caufed  another 
dial,  conftruded  for  the  latitude  of 
Rome,  to  be  erected  near  the  old 
one.  But  as  a  fun-dial  did  not 
ferve  in  cloudy  weather,  Scipio  Na- 
fica,  five  years  after,  remedied  this 
deled,  by  introducing  a  method  of 


day  into  hours,  try  means  of  a  water 
machine,  a  clepjidra ,  which  Pliny 
calls  an  horologium. 

I  do  not  indeed  conceive  how  a 
fun-dial,  or  any  other  inftrument, 
could  point  out  the  various  hours, 
as  time  was  computed  by  the  an¬ 
cient  Romans.  The  time  the  earth 
takes  to  revolve  once  round  its 
axis,  or  the  fpace  between  the 
rifing  of  the  fun  till  its  next  riling, 
which  makes  a  day  and  a  night, 
divided  into  twenty-four  equal  parts, 
we  call  hours.  Now,  the  Romans 
divided  the  day  and  the  night  into 


tw7enty-four  hours.  Twelve  of  thefe? 
from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  to  its 
fetting,  confti luted  their  day  ;  and 
the  other  twelve,  from  the  fetting 
of  the  fun  to  its  rifing,  conftituted 
their  night.  Thus  as  the  feafons 
changed,  the  length  of  their  hours 
mufc  have  varied.  In  winter  the 
twelve  hours  of  the  day  were  Ihort, 
and  thofe  of  the  night  long :  in 
fummer  they  were  the  reverfe. 
Plow  then  could  thefe  hours,  of  an 
unequal  length,  and  which  daily 
varied,  be  .  meafured  by  an  inftru¬ 
ment?  I  have  not  been  able  to 
clifcover  any  method  by  which  this 
could  be  done.  However,  they  had 
two  fixed  points,  viz.  mid-day  and 
mid-night,  which  they  called  the 
fixth  hour:  fo  that  a  meridian  line 
would  always  point  out  the  fixth 
hour,  or  mid-day. 

Neither  have  I  been  able  to  dif- 
cover  when  the  modern  Romans 
changed  this  method  of  computing 
time.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  and 
night  they  reckon  twenty-four  hours, 
which  are  all  of  an  equal  length  in 
every  fesfon  of  the  year.  No  in¬ 
convenience  can  arife  in  reckoning 
twenty-four  hours  in  place  of  twelve 
and  twelve,  as  we  do.  Perhaps  fo 
far  the  modern  Roman  method  is 
preferable  to  ours.  But  the  difficulty 
is,  that  they  do  not  begin  to  reckon 
their  hours  from  a  fixed  point,  viz. 
from  mid-  dav,  when  the  fun  crofies 
the  fame  meridian  line  every  day 
in  the  year.  Thus  they  call  ail 
hour  after  fun-fet  the  tw7enty-fourth 
hour  ;  and  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
fun-fet  the  firft  hour,  or  one  o’clock.* 
Plence  the  nominal  hour  of  mid¬ 
day 


*  To  reckon  time  from  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  was  a  very  ancient  cuftora :  it  was 
practised  particularly  by  the  Germans  and  Gauls.  It  feems  to  be  connected  with  the 
ideas  which  eftablilh  the  exigence  of  a  chaos  or  night,  before  the  world  or  day.  See 
“  Recherches  fur  1’ Origine  et  les  Progrtes  des  Arts  de  la  Grece,  par  M.  d’ Hancar- 
v!lle.,,  1.  1.  c.  2,  p.  131. 
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day  eonftantly  changes  with  them: 
in  June  it  is  called  fixteen,  and  in 
December  nineteen  o’clock.  To  re¬ 
gulate,  therefore,  a  time-piece  by 
this  method  of  computing,  it  muft 
be  daily  altered. 


Order  paJJ'ed  by  the  Honfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  1641,  rating  every  man 
according  to  his  Efate  for  the 
King's  Ufe . 

DUKES  100I. — Marquiftes  80I, 
— Earls  60L — Vifcounts  50L — - 
Lords  40I. — Baronets  and  Knights 
of  the  Bath  30I. — Knights  20I. — 
Enquires  10I. — Gentlemen  of  100I. 
per  annum,  sib. — Recufants  of  all 
degrees  to  double  Proteftants. — 
Lord  Mayor  40I. — Aldermen  20I. 
— Citizens  fined  for  Sheriffs  20I. — 
Deputies  of  the  Wards  15I. — Mer¬ 
chant  Grangers,  Knights  40I. — - 
Common  Council-men  5I. — Live¬ 
rymen  of  the  firft  twelve  Compa¬ 
nies  5!.™- Liverymen  of  other  Com¬ 
panies  2I.  10s. — Mahers  and  War¬ 
dens  5b-— -Freemen  ll. — every  Mer¬ 
chant  of  London  10I. — every  Mer¬ 
chant  ftranger,  trading  within  land, 
5I. — every  Englilh  Merchant,  not 
free,  5I. — every  Englifh  Factor,  not 
free,  2I. — every  ftranger  Proteftant, 
Handicraft,  or  Tradefman,  or  Ar¬ 
tificer,  2s. — every  Papift  ftranger, 
and  Artificer,  4s. — every  Widow, 
a  third  part,  according  to  her  huf- 
band’s  degree — a  Judge  and  Knight 
20I. — King's  Serjeant  25I.- — Ser¬ 
jeant  at  Law  20I. — every  one  of 
the  King's,  Queen’s,  and  Prince’s 
council,  20.I. — every  Doctor  of  Civil 
Law  and  Doctor  of  Phyfic  10I. — 
every  Bifhop  60I. — every  Dean  40I. 
— every  Canon  20I. — every  Pre¬ 
bend  20I. — every  Archdeacon  15I. 
every  Chancellor  and  Commiffary 


1 5I.  — every  Parfon  or  Vicar  of  1  ogL 
per  annum,  5I. — -every  office  worth 
above  100I.  per  annum,  to  be  rated,, 
every  man  who  may  fpend  50I.  per 
annum,  ll.  10s. — every  man  fpend- 
ing  20L  per  annum,  5s. — every 
perfon  who  is  above  fixteen  years 
of  age,  and  not  receiving  alms,  nor 
formerly  rated,  6d.  per  pole. 


Form  of  a  PermiJJion  to  folicit  Aid 
for  rebuilding  a  Houfe  defroyed 
by  Fire. 

[From  the  Gentleman’ s  Magazine.'} 

TO  all  Criften  peopill  in  Crift  to 
whome  this  p’fent  l-’res  fhall  come, 
fee,  or  rede,  we  Thomas  Clynton, 
Knyght,  Lord  Clynton,  and  Say, 
John  Hobard,  Mayre  of  the  town 
and  porte  of  Sandewiche,  and  Ju¬ 
rats  of  the  fame,  Maftr  Leonard  Eg- 
lisfeld,  parfon  of  Saint  Peter’s 
churche  Jher,  Thomas  Horden  of  the 
houfhold  of  Or  Souereign  Lord  the 
King,  gentylman,  Simon  Gafon, 
and  Reymond,  at  Cheker,  other- 
wife  named  Rey mound  Harflett,  of 
the  p’iflie  of  Alhe,  next  unto  Sand- 
wiche,  forefaidyoman,  fenden  great- 
ing  in  Gr  Lord  God,  Ev’laftmg  w* 
due  reverence  appteyning.  And 
forafmoche  as  it  is  merytoryous, 
nedfull,  and  neceflary,  to  every 
true  Criflon  creature  to  teftify  and 
record  the  truthe  of  ew’y  matter 
doubtfull  and  uncertayn,  and  inef- 
peciall  when  at  th’  inftaunce  of  par- 
tie  he  therevnto  fhal  be  required  : 
We  therfor  the  faid  Lord  Clynton, 
Mayer,  and  Jurats,  Leonard,  Tho¬ 
mas  Horden,  Symon,  and  Rey- 
mound,  at  the  efpeciall  inftaunce 
and  requeft  of  Nicolas  Yong,  of  the 
p’ilhe  of  Alhe,  forefeid,  teftifie,  and 
for  truth  do  record,  that  wher  as 
the  feid  Nicholas  had  and  occupied 

a  houfe 
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a  houfe  as  a  chafferyng-houfe,  fett  in 
the  King's  highe  wey  in  Athe,  fore- 
faid,  which  was  not  onely  for  the 
refrelhing  and  harburing  of  fuclie 
parfons  as  that  waye  pallid  and  re- 
paflid,  but  inefpeciall  refrefshed  and 
harbured  dyw's  and  raeny  of  Or 
Sou’eign  Lord  the  King’s  fubgietts, 
w4  his  Grace  going  ouer  in  this  his 
late  moft  royall  and  victorious 
jorney  in  the  p’ties  beyonde  the  fee. 
Whiche  faid  houfe  in  the  evyn  of 
Saint  Frauncis,  in  the  vith  yere  of 
the  reign  of  Or  Sou’eign  Lord  the 
King,  that  now  is,  by  misfortune, 
in  great  tempeft  of  weder,  in  the 
night  tyme,  was  fodenly  fyred  and 
brent.  The  whiche  houfe  aftr  the 
difceas  of  Johan,  the  wiff  of  the  faid 
Nicholas,  (hall  remayne  unto  oon 
Thomas  Gardyner,  fonne  of  the 
faid  Johan,  by  the  lad  will  of  John 
Gardyner,  of  the  p'iihe  of  A  (lie, 
forefaid,  whill  he  levy'd.  And  the 
fame  houfe  the  faid  Nicholas  is  not 
able  to  builde,  oneles  by  the  ayde 
and  help  of  fuche  his  good  mafrs 
and  ffrencls  that  of  thaire  charitie 
lhall  geve  him  ayde  and  comforthe. 
Wherfore  we  hartelie  defire  you  and 


pry  you  that  if  it  fortune  the  faid 
Nicholas  to  come  emongs  you,  or 
any  of  you,  that  ye  then  do  hym 
comforthe,  towards  the  buylding  of 
the  faid  houfe.  So  and  in  fuch 
wife  as  we  may  do  for  you  in  like 
cafe,  when  ye  or  any  of  you  lhall 
require  us.  In  witneffe  whereof, 
we  the  faid  Lord  Clynton,  Mayor 
and  Juratts,  Leonard,  Thomas  Bor¬ 
den,  Symon,  and  Reymound,  at  the 
fpeciall  inftaunce  and  requeft  of  the 
forefaid  Nicholas  Yong,  to  this 
prsents  or  feals  we  have  putt  the 
fecound  day  of  Januar,  in  the  vnth 
yere  of  the  Reign  of  our  Souereign 
Lord  King  hlenry  of  England  the 
Eight. 

a 

F.  H.  Clynton  and  Say  (Seal)  LD. 
No  fignature,  Seal  of  Mayoralty 
only,  the  fame  now  in  ufe. 

P’  me  Leonardu  Eglysfeld,  (Seal)  J 
No  fignature  (Seal)  TfJ? 

Be  me  Simon  Gafon  (Seal)  a  bird 
with  a  fcroll  iffuing  from  its 
mouth,  illegible. 

Raymond,  at  Cheker  (Seal  broke® 
and  gone.) 


\ 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


A  Memoir  upon  the  Difcovery  of  America .  By  M.  Otto, 
[ From  the  American  Tranfactions ,  Vol.  Ji.] 


IT  has  always  been  looked  upon 
as  a  piece  of  injuftice,  not  to 
have  given  the  name  of  Columbus 
to  that  valuable  part  of  the  world 
which  he  difcovered ;  and  that 
Americanus  Vefpucius,  who  did 
nothing  but  follow  his  footfteps, 
has  had  the  good  fortune  of  having 
his  name  handed  down  to  the  moft 
diftant  pofterity,  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  predeceffor.  What  then  will  be 
faid,  if  it  fhall  be  proved  that  nei¬ 
ther  of  thofe  celebrated  navigators 
was  the  firft  difcoverer  of  this  im- 
menfe  country  ;  and  that  this  ho¬ 
nour  belongs  to  a  man  fcarcely 
known  in  the  republic  of  letters? 
This,  however,  is  what  I  fhall  at¬ 
tempt  in  the  following  paper  ;  and 
if  the  obfcurity  of  cotemporary 
writers,  and  the  diftance  of  time, 
do  not  afford  arguments  fufficient 
for  an  abfolute  demonftration,  there 
will,  however,  be  enough  to  call  in 
queftion  the  pretentions  of  Chrifto- 
pher  Columbus. 

I  fhall  not  here  enter  into  an  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  reveries  of  fome 
hiflorians,  on  the  voyages  of  the 
Carthaginians,  the  Atlantis  of  Plato, 
the  bold  expedition  of  Madoc  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  fon  of  Owen  Guin- 
nedd,  of  which  Hakluyt  has  pre¬ 
served  fome  account,  nor  on  the 
voyages  of  Bacchus,  or  the  land 


Ophir  of  Solomon.  Conjectures  of 
this  kind,  whether  true  or  falfe, 
cannot  leffen  the  glory  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  were  there  not  proof  that  he 
received,  juft  before  his  expedition, 
the  charts  and  journal  of  a  learned 
aftronomer  who  had  been  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 

Garcilaffo  de  la  Vega,  born  at 
Cufco  in  Peru,  has  given  us  an  his¬ 
tory  of  his  country,  in  which,  to 
take  from  Columbus  the  merit  of 
the  difcovery  of  America,  and  to 
give  the  honour  of  it  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  he  affures  us,  that  this  na¬ 
vigator  had  been  informed  of  the 
exiftence  of  another  continent  by 
Alonzo  Sanchez  de  Huelva,  who, 
in  his  voyage  to  the  Canaries,  had 
been  driven  by  a  gale  of  wind  to 
the  Antilles ;  but  that  his  chief  in¬ 
formation  was  procured  from  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  geographer  of  the  name  of 
Martin  Behenira.  Garcilaffo  fays 
nothing  more  of  this  Behenira  :  and 
lince  we  know  of  no  Spanifh  geo¬ 
grapher  of  this  name,  Garcilaffo 
has  been  fufpected  of  making  a  la- 
crifice  of  truth  to  the  defire  of 
wrefting  from  a  Genoefe  the  glory 
of  difcovering  the  New  World. 

On  looking  over  with  attention  a 
lift  of  all  the  learned  men  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  I  find  the  name 
of  Martin  Behem,  a  famous  geo¬ 
grapher 
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grapher  and  navigator.  The  chrif- 
tian  name  is  the  fame  with  that 
mentioned  by  Garcilaffo,  and  I  find 
that  the  fyllables  ira  added  to  his 
name  are  owing  to  a  particular  cir- 
cumftance,  namely,  the  honour  con¬ 
ferred  on  him  by  John  II.  King  of 
Portugal.  It  is  then  poffible  that 
this  Martin  Behem  is  the  fame 
perfon  as  Martin  Behenira  men¬ 
tioned  by  Garcilaffo;  but  this  vague 
conjecture  will  receive  the  llamp  of 
truth  by  the  following  detail: 

The  literary  hiftory  of  Germany 
gives  an  account  of  a  Martin 
Behem,  Beheim  or  Behin,  who  was 
born  at  Nuremberg,  an  Imperial 
city  of  the  circle  of  Franconia,  of 
a  noble  family,  fome  branches  of 
which  are  yet  extant.  He  was 
much  addided  to  the  ftudy  of  geo¬ 
graphy,  aftronomy,  and  navigation 
from  his  infancy.  At  a  more  ma¬ 
ture  age,  he  often  thought  on  the 
poffibility  of  the  exlftence  of  the 
Antipodes,  and  of  a  weftern  conti¬ 
nent,  Filled  with  this  great  idea, 
he  paid  a  vifit  in  1459  to  Ifabella, 
daughter  of  John  I.  King  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  and  Regent  of  the  duchy  of 
Burgundy  and  Flanders.  Having 
informed  her  of  his  defigns,  he  pro¬ 
cured  a  veffel,  in  which  he  made 
the  difcovery  of  the  ifland  of  Fayal 
in  1460.  He  there  eftablifhed  a 
colony  of  Flemings,  whofe  defen¬ 
dants  yet  exift  in  the  Azores,  which 
were  for  fome  time  called  the  Fle- 
mifh  Blands.  This  circumftance  is 
proved,  not  only  by  the  writings  of 
contemporary  authors,  but  alfo  by 
the  manufcripts  preferved  in  the 
records  of  Nuremberg,  from  the 
Latin  of  which  the  following  is 
tranflated  :  “  Martin  Behem  ten¬ 
dered  his  fervices  to  the  daughter 
of  John  king  of  Lufitania,  who 
reigned  after  the  death  of  Philip  of 


Burgundy,  furnamed  the  Good ; 
and  from  her  procured  a  fhip, 
by  means  of  which,  having  failed 
beyond  all  the  then  known  limits  of 
the  Weflern  Ocean,  he  was  the  firft 
who  in  the  memory  of  man  difco- 
vered  the  ifland  of  Fayal,  abound¬ 
ing  with  beech  trees,  which  the 
people  of  Lufitania  call  Faye ; 
whence  it  derived  its  name.  After 
this  he  difeovered  the  neighbouring 
iflands,  called  by  one  general  name, 
the  Azores,  from  the  multitude  of 
hawks  which  build  their  nefts  there 
(for  the  Lufitanians  ufe  this  term 
for  hawks,  and  the  French  too  ufe 
the  word  effos  or  efores  in  their 
purfuit  of  this  game) ;  and  left  co¬ 
lonies  of  the  Flemifh  on  them, 
when  they  began  to  be  called  Fle¬ 
mifh  Iflands,  &c/;  Although  this 
record  is  contrary  to  the  generally 
received  opinion  that  the  Azores 
were  difeovered  by  Gonfalva  Velho, 
a  Portuguefe,  yet  its  authenticity 
cannot  be  doubted ;  it  is  confirmed 
by  feveral  cotemporary  writers, 
and  efpecially  by  Wagenfeil,  one  of 
the  moft  learned  men  of  the  laft 
century  ;  who,  after  having  tra¬ 
velled  into  Africa,  and  throughout 
all  Europe,  was  made  Dodor  of 
Laws  at  Orleans,  and  chofen  Fel¬ 
low  of  the  Academies  of  Turin  and 
Padua,  although  he  was  a  German 
by  birth.  The  particulars  are  to 
be  found  in  his  Univerfal  Hiftory 
and  Geography.  I  have  moreover 
received  from  the  records  of  Nu¬ 
remberg  a  note  written  in  German, 
on  parchment,  which  contains  the 
following  fads  :  “  Martin  Beham, 
Efquire,  fon  of  Mr.  Martin  Beham, 
of  Scoperin,  lived  in  the  reign  of 
John  II.  King  of  Portugal,  in  an 
ifland  which  he  difeovered,  and 
called  the  Ifland  of  Fayal,  one  of  the 
Azores,  lying  in  the  Weftern  Ocean/' 

After 
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After  having  obtained  from  the 
Regent  Ifabella  a  grant  of  Fayal, 
and  refided  there  about  twenty 
years,  during  which  time  he  was 
bufied  in  making  fre(h  difcoveries 
in  geography,  by  fmall  excurfions 
which  need  not  be  mentioned,  Be- 
hem  applied  in  1484  (which  was 
eight  years  before  Columbus’s  ex¬ 
pedition)  to  John  II.  King  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  to  procure  the  means  of  un¬ 
dertaking  a  great  expedition  to- 
wards  the  fouth-weft.  This  prince 
gave  him  fome  (hips,  with  which  he 
difcovered  that  part  of  America 
which  is  now  called  Brazil ;  and 
he  even  failed  to  the  Straits  of 
Magellan,  or  to  the  country  of 
fome  favage  tribes  whom  he  called 
Patagonians,  from  the  extremities 
of  their  bodies  being  covered  with 
a  (kin  more  like  a  bear’s  paws  than 
human  hands  and  feet.  This  fa<ft 
is  proved  by  authentic  records,  pre- 
ferved  in  the  archives  of  Nurem¬ 
berg,  one  of  which  in  particular 
deferves  attention :  “  Martin  Be- 
hem,  traverfmg  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
for  feveral  years,  examined  the 
American  ((lands,  and  difcovered 
the  Strait  which  bears  the  name  of 
Magellan,  before  either  Chrifto- 
pher  Columbus  or  Magellan  failed 
thofe  feas ;  whence  he  mathema¬ 
tically  delineated  on  a  geographical 
chart,  for  the  King  of  Lufitania, 
the  fituation  of  the  coaft  around 
every  part  of  that  famous  and  re¬ 
nowned  Strait  long  before  Magellan 
thought  of  his  expedition.”  This 
aflertion  is  fupported  by  Behem’s 
own  letters,  written  in  German, 
and  preferved  in  the  archives  of 
Nuremberg,  in  a  book  which  con¬ 
tains  the  birth  and  illuftrious  ac¬ 
tions  of  the  nobility  of  that  city. 
Thele  letters  are  dated  in  i486, 
that  is,  fix  years  before  the  expe¬ 


dition  of  Columbus.  This  wonder¬ 
ful  difcovery  has  nqk  efcap'ed  the 
notice  of  cotemporary  writers.  The 
following  paffage  is  tranilated  from 
the  Latin  chronicle  of  Hartman 
Schedl :  6(  In  the  year  1485,  John 
II.  King  of  Portugal,  a  man  of  a 
magnanimous  fpirit,  furnidied  fome 
galleys  with  provifions,  and  sent 
them  to  the  fouthward,  beyond  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  He  gave  the 
command  of  this  fquadron  to  James 
Canus,  a  Portuguefe,  and  Martin. 
Behem,  a  German  of  Nuremberg  in 
Upper  Germany,  defcended  of  the 
family  of  Bonna  :  a  man  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the 
globe  ;  bleffed  with  a  conftitution 
able  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  the  fea  ; 
and  who,  by  adual  experiments 
and  long  failing,  had  made  himfelf 
perfe6lly  mafter  with  regard  to  the 
longitudes  and  latitudes  of  Ptolemy 
in  the  weft.  Thefe  two,  by  the 
bounty  of  Heaven,  coafting  along 
the  Southern  Ocean,  .and  having 
croffed  the  Equator,  got  into  the 
other  hemifphere,  where,  facing  to 
the  eaftward,  their  (hadows  pro¬ 
jected  towards  the  fouth  and  right 
hand.  Thus,  by  their  induftry, 
they  have  opened  to  us  another 
world,  hitherto  unknown,  and  for 
many  years  attempted  by  none  but 
the  Genoefe,  and  by  them  in  vain. 
Plaving  finiftied  this  cruife  in  the 
(pace  of  twenty-fix  months,  they 
returned  to  Portugal  with  the  lofs 
of  many  of  their  feamen  by  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  climate  ” 

This  paffage  becomes  more  inte- 
refting  from  being  quoted  in  a  book 
on  the  (late  of  Europe  during  the 
reign  of  the  Emperor  Frederick  HI. 
by  the  learned  hiftorian  HLneas 
Sylvius,  afterwards  Pope  Pms  II. 
This  hiftorian  died  before  the  dif¬ 
coveries  of  Behem  were  made  ; 

but 
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but  the  publifhers  of  his  works 
thought  the  pafiage  in  Hartman 
Schedl  fo  important,  that  they  in- 
ferted  it  in  the  hiftory.  We  alf© 
find  the  following  particulars  in  the 
remarks  made  by  Petrus  Mateus  on 
the  canon  law,  two  years  before  the 
expedition  of  Columbus :  “  Prirnce 
navigationes ,  <^c.— The  fir  It  Chriftian 
voyages  to  the  newly  difcovered 
iflands  became  frequent  under  the 
reign  of  Henry,  fon  of  John,  king  of 
Lufitania.  After  his  death  Alphonfus 
V.  profecuted  the  defign  ;  and  John, 
who  fucceeded  him,  followed  the 
plan  of  Alphonfus,  by  the  aflfiftance 
of  Martin  Bohem,  a  very  fkilful  na¬ 
vigator  ;  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  the 
name  of  Lufitania  became  famous 
over  the  whole  world.”  Cellarius, 
one  of  the  mod  learned  men  of  his 
age,  fays  exprefsly,  “  Behaimeus  non 
modo,  SfC.~~ Boehm  did  not  think  it 
enough  to  furvey  the  illand  of  Fayal, 
which  he  firft  difcovered,  or  the 
other  adjacent  iflands  which  the  Lu- 
fitanians  call  Azores,  and  we,  after 
the  example  of  Boehm’s  companions, 
call  Flemifh  iflands,  but  advanced 
hill  farther  and  farther  fouth,  until 
he  arrived  at  the  remote!!  ftrait, 
through  which,  Ferdinand  Magellan, 
following  his  track,  afterwards  failed, 
and  called  it  after  his  own  name.” 
All  thefe  quotations,  which  cannot 
be  thought  tedious,  fince  they  ferve 
to  prove  a  fact  aim  oft  unknown, 
feem  to  demonftrate,  that  the  firlt 
difcovery  of  America  is  due  to  the 
Portuguefe,and  not  to  the  Spaniards ; 
and  that  the  chief  merit  belongs  to 
a  German  aftronomer.  The  expe¬ 
dition  of  Ferdinand  Magellan,  which 
did  not  take  place  before  the  year 
1519,  arofe  from  the  following  for¬ 
tunate  circumftance :  This  perfon, 
being  in  the  apartment  of  the  king 
©f  Portugal,  faw  there  a  chart  of 


the  eoaft  of  America,  drawn  by  Be- 
hem,  and  at  once  conceived  the 
bold  project  of  following  the  fteps  of 
this  great  navigator.  Jerome  Ben- 
zon,  who  publifhed  a  defcription  of 
America  in  1550,  fpeaks  of  this 
chart ;  a  copy  of  which,  fent  by  Be- 
hem  himfelf,  is  preferved  in  the  ar¬ 
chives  of  Nuremberg.  The  cele¬ 
brated  aftronomer  Riccioli,  though 
an  Italian,  yet  does  not  feem  willing 
to  give  his  countryman  the  honour 
of  this  important  difcovery.  In  his 
Geographia  Reformata,  book  iii.  p. 
90,  he  fays,  “  Chriftopher  Colum¬ 
bus  never  thought  of  an  expedition 
to  the  Weft  Indies  until  his  arrival 
in  the  ifland  of  Madeira,  where, 
amufing  himfelf  in  forming  and  de¬ 
lineating  geographical  charts,  he 
obtained  information  from  Martin 
Boehm,  or,  as  the  Spaniards  fay, 
from  Alphonfus  Sanchez  de  Huelva, 
a  pilot,  who  had  chanced  to  fall  in 
with  the  ifland  afterwards  called 
Dominica.”  And  in  another  place  : 
“  Let  Boehm  and  Columbus  have 
each  their  praife ;  they  were  both 
excellent  navigators ;  but  Columbus 
would  never  have  thought  of  his 
expedition  to  America,  had  not 
Boehm  gone  there  before  him.  His 
name  is  not  fo  much  celebrated  as 
that  of  Columbus,  Americus,  or 
Magellan,  although  he  is  fuperior  to 
them  all.” 

But  the  moft  pofttive  proof  of  the 
great  fervices  rendered  to  the  crown 
of  Portugal  by  Behem,  is  the  re¬ 
compense  beftowed  on  him  by  King 
John,  who  in  1485  knighted  him  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  all  his  court.  I  have  be¬ 
fore  me  a  German  paper,  extracted 
from  the  archives  of  Nuremberg,  to 
the  following  purport  :  “In  the  year 
1485,  on  the  18th  of  February,  in 
Portugal,  in  the  city  of  Alialavas, 
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;and  in  the  church  of  St.  Salvador, 
after  the  mats,  Martin  Behern  of 
Nuremberg  was  made  a  knight,  by 
the  hands  of  the  mod  puiffant  Lord 
John  the  fecond,  King  of  Portugal, 
Algarve,  Africa,  and  Guinea;  and 
his  chief  fquire  was  the  king  him- 
felf,  who  put  the  fword  in  his  belt ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Begia  was  his 
fecond  fquire,  who  put  on  his  right 
fpur ;  and  his  third  fquire  was 
Count  Chriftopher  de  Mela,  the 
king’s  coulin,  who  put  on  his  left 
fpur ;  and  his  fourth  fquire  was 
Count  Martini  Marbarinis,  who  put 
on  his  iron  helmet;  and  the  king 
himfelf  gave  him  the  blow  on  the 
fhoulder ;  which  was  done  in  the 
prefence  of  all  the  princes,  lords, 
and  knights  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
he  efpoufed  the  daughter  of  a  great 
lord,  in  confideration  of  the  im¬ 
portant  lervices  he  had  performed  ; 
and  he  was  made  governor  of  the 
ifland  of  Fayal.”  Thefe  marks  of 
diftindtion,  conferred  on  a  ftranger, 
could  not  be  meant  as  a  recompense 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  Azores, 
which  was  made  twenty  years  be¬ 
fore,  but  as  a  reward  for  the  dif¬ 
covery  of  Congo,  from  whence  the 
Chevalier  Bebem  had  brought  gold 
and  different  kinds  of  precious  wares. 
This  difcovery  made  much  greater 
impreffion  than  that  of  a  weftern 
world,  made  at  the  fame  time,  but 
which  neither  increafed  the  wealth 
of  the  royal  treafury,  nor  fatisfied 
the  avarice  of  the  merchants. 

In  1492,  the  Chevalier  Behem, 
crowded  with  honours  and  riches, 
undertook  a  journey  to  Nuremberg, 
to  vifit  his  native  country  and  his 
family.  He  there  made  a  terreftrial 
globe,  which  is  looked  on  as  a 
mafter-piece  for  that  time,  and 
which  is  ftill  preferved  in  the  library 
9f  that  city.  The  outline  of  his 


difcoveries  may  there  be  feen,  under 
the  name  of  weftern  lands ;  and 
from  their  fituation  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  they  are  the  prefent 
Coafts  of  Brazil,  and  the  environs 
of  the  Straits  of  Magellan.  This 
globe  was  made  in  the  fame  year 
that  Columbus  fet  out  on  his  expe¬ 
dition  :  therefore  it  is  impoffibl® 
that  Behem  could  have  profited  by 
the  works  of  this  navigator,  who 
befides  went  a  much  more  northerly 
courfe. 

After  having  performed  feveral 
other  interefting  voyages,  the  Che¬ 
valier  Behem  died  at  Lifibon  in  July, 
1506,  regretted  by  every  one,  but 
leaving  behind  him  no  other  work 
than  the  globe  which  we  have  juft 
been  fpeaking  of.  It  is  made  from 
the  writings  of  Ptolemy,  Pliny, 
Strabo,  and  efpecially  from  the  ac¬ 
count  of  Mark  Paul,  the  Venetian, 
a  celebrated  traveller  of  the  thir¬ 
teenth  century;  and  of  John  Man- 
deville,  an,  Englithman,  who,  about 
the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  publifhed  an  account  of  a 
journey  of  thirty- three  years  in 
Africa  and  Aft  a.  He  has  alfo  added 
the  important  difcoveries  made  by 
himfelf  on  the  coafts  of  Africa  and 
America. 

From  thefe  circumftantial  ac¬ 
counts,  little  known  to  modern 
writers,  we  muft  conclude  that  Mar¬ 
tin  Behenira,  of  whom  Garcilaflb 
makes  mention,  is  the  fame  Cheva¬ 
lier  Behem,  upon  being  the  place  of 
whofe  birth  Nuremberg  prides  itfelf 
fo  much.  It  is  probable  that,  as 
foon  as  he  was  knighted  in  Portu¬ 
gal,  he  thought  it  necefiary  to  give 
a  Portuguefe  termination  to  his 
name,  to  make  it  more  fonorous  and 
more  conformable  to  the  idiom  of 
the  country.  GarcilaftTo,  deceived 
by  this  reiemblance  of  found,  has 
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made  him  a  Spaniard,  in  order  to 
deprive  Chriftopher  Columbus  of 
the  honour  of  having  procured  to 
Ins  country  fo  great  an  advantage. 
And  what  ought  to  confirm  us  in 
this  opinion  is,  that  we  neither  find 
in  Mariana,  nor  any  other  Spanifh 
hifiorian,  the  name  of  this  Martin 
Behenira,  who  was  certainly  a  man 
of  too  much  importance  not  to  have 
had  a  diftinguilhed  place  in  hiflory. 
Betides,  the  Spanifh  pride  would 
have  been  flattered  in  giving  to  a 
native  thofe  laurels  with  which  it 
crowned  Chriftopher  Columbus. 

It  is  then  very  unlikely  that  this 
navigator  was  treated  as  an  enthu- 
fiaft,  when  he  offered  to  the  court  of 
Portugal  to  make  difcoveries  in  the 
weft.  The  fearch  after  unknown 
countries  was  at  that  time  the 
reigning  paffion  of  this  court ;  and 
even  if  the  Chevalier  Behem  had 
not  offered  the  interefting  ideas 
which  he  had  procured,  the  novelty 
of  the  project  would  undoubtedly 
have  engaged  King  John  to  fupport 
the  views  of  Columbus:  but  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  this  prince  declined  it, 
becaufe  all  his  thoughts  were  turned 
at  that  time  to  the*  coaft  of  Africa, 
and  the  new  paffage  to  the  Indies, 
from  whence  be  procured  great 
riches;  whilft  the  fouthern  coaft  of 
Brazil,  and  the  territories  of  the 
Patagonians,  feen  by  Behem,  offered 
to  him  only  barren  lands  inhabited 
By  unconquerable  favages.  The  re- 
fufal  of  John  II.,  very  far  from 
weakening  the  teftimony  of  Be  bends 
difcoveries,  is  then  rather  a  proof  of 
the  knowledge  which  this  politic 
prince  had  already  procured  of  the 
exiftence  of  a  new  continent :  and  it 
was  only  in  3501,  that  is  to  fay, 
three  years  after  the  voyage  of 
Vafco  de  Gama  to  the  Indies,  that 
Emanuel  thought  proper  to  take 


advantage  of  the  difcoveries  of  Be* 
hem,  by  fending  Albarez  Cabral  to 
Brazil ;  a  meafure  which  was  per¬ 
haps  rather  owing  to  the  jealoufy 
which  has  always  exiffed  between 
Portugal  and  Spain,  than  to  a  defire 
of  making  advantageous  eftablhli- 
ments,  for  which  the  Indies  were 
much  more  proper  than  this  part  of 
America. 

If  any  doubts  yet  remain  refped- 
ing  the  important  difcovery  made 
by  the  Chevalier  Behem,  it  is  par¬ 
ticularly  the  authority  of  Dr.  Pm- 
bertfon  which  attacks  the  teftimony 
of  the  different  authors  we  have 
tranfcribed.  This  learned  writer 
treats  the  hiftory  of  Behem  as  a 
fiction  of  fome  German  author's, 
who  had  an  inclination  to  attribute 
to  one  of  their  countrymen  a  dif¬ 
covery  which  has  produced  fo  great 
a  revolution  in  the  commerce  of 
Europe.  But  he  acknowledges,  ne~ 
verthelefs,  after  Herrera,  that  Bej 
hem  had  fettled  at  the  iiland  of 
Fayal;  that  he  was  the  intimate 
friend  of  Chriftopher  Columbus : 
and  that  Magellan  had  a  globe  made 
by  Behem,  by  the  help  of  which  he 
undertook  his  voyage  to  the  South 
Sea ;  a  circumftance  which  proves 
much  in  favour  of  our  hypothecs. 
He  relates  alfo,  that  in  1492  this 
aftronomer  paid  a  vifit  to  his  family 
at  Nuremberg,  and  left  there  a  map 
drawn  by  liimfelf,  of  which  Dr. 
Forfter  procured  him  a  copy,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  partakes  of 
the  imperfection  of  the  cofmogra- 
pliical  knowledge  of  the  15th  cen¬ 
tury  :  that  he  found  in  it,  indeed, 
under  the  name  of  the  iiland  of  St. 
Brandon,  land  which  appears  to  be 
the  prefent  coaft  of  Guiana,  and  lies 
in  the  latitude  of  Cape  V"erd ;  but 
that  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
this  fabulous  ifland#  which  is  found 
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m  many  ancient  maps,  merits  no 
more  attention  than  the  childifh 
Legend  of  St.  Brandon  himfelf.  Al¬ 
though  Dr.  Robertfon  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  difpofed  to  grant  to  Behem  the 
honour  of  having  dil’covered  the  new 
continent,  we  find  the  means  ot  re¬ 
futing  him  in  bis  own  hiftory.  He 
allows  that  Behem  was  very  inti¬ 
mate  with  Chriftopher  Columbus; 
that  he  was  the  greatefl  geographer 
of  his  time,  and  fcholar  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  John  Muller,  or  Regiomon¬ 
tanus;  that  he  had  difcovered,  in 
1483*  the  kingdom  of  Congo  upon 
the  coaft  of  Africa ;  that  he  made  a 
globe  which  Magellan  made  ufe  of ; 
that  he  drew  a  map  at  Nuremberg, 
containing  the  particulars  ot  his  dil- 
coveries  ;  and  that  he  placed  in  this 
chart  land  which  is  found  to  be  in 
the  latitude  of  Guiana.  Dr.  Robert¬ 
fon  a  Herts,  without  any  proof,  that 
this  land  was  but  a  fabulous  ifland. 
We  may  fuppole,  upon  the  fame 
foundation,  that  the  Chevalier  Be¬ 
hem,-  engaged  in  an  expedition  to 
the  kingdom  of  Congo,  was  driven 
by  the  winds  to  Fernambouc,  and 
from  thence  by  the  currents  very 
common  in  thofe  latitudes  towards 
the  coaft  of  Guiana;  and  that  he 
took  for  an  ifland  the  firft  land  which 
he  difcovered.  The  courfe  which 
Chriftopher  Columbus  afterwards 
fleered  makes  this  fuppofition  hill 
more  probable  ;  for  if  he  knew  only 
of  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  which  they 
believe  to  have  been  difcovered  by 
Behem,  he  would  have  laid  his 
courfe  rather  to  the  fouth-weh. 
The  expedition  to  Congo  took  place 
in  1483  :  it  is  then  poflible  that  at 
his  return  Behem  propofed  a  voyage 
to  the  coafts  of  Brazil  and  Patago¬ 
nia;  and  that  he  requefted  the  af» 
fihance  of  his  fovereign,  which  we 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


have  mentioned  above.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  we  cannot  have  too  much 
deference  for  the  opinion  of  fo  emi¬ 
nent  a  writer  as  Robertfon ;  but 
this  learned  man  not  having  it  in 
his  power  to  confult  the  original 
German  documents  which  we  have 
quoted,  we  may  be  allowed  to  form 
a  different  opinion  without  being 
too  prefumptuous. 

But  fhould  it  be  afked,  Why  we 
take  from  Chriftopher  Columbus  the 
reputation  which  all  Europe  has  to 
this  day  allowed  him? — why  fearch 
into  the  archives  of  an  imperial  city 
for  the  caufes  of  an  event  which 
took  place  in  the  moft  weftern  ex¬ 
tremity  of  Europe  ? — why  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  Chriftopher  Columbus,  who 
were  numerous,  did  not  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  pretended  Chevalier  Be¬ 
hem  to  leffen  his  confequence  at  the 
Spanifh  Court? — why  Portugal,  jea¬ 
lous  of  the  difcovery  of  the  New 
World,  has  not  protefted  againft  the 
affertions  of  the  Spaniards  ?— -why 
Behem,  who  died  only  in  1506,  had 
not  left  to  pofterity  any  writing  to 
confirm  to  himl'elf  fo  important  a 
difcovery  ? 

To  anfwer  all  thefe  queftions,  I 
(hall  fubmit  to  the  impartial  reader 
the  following  remarks: 

1.  Before  Columbus,  the  great 
merit  of  a  navigator  confifted  rather 
in  conceiving  the  poffibility  of  the 
exiftence  of  a  new  continent,  than 
in  learchiug  for  lands  in  a  region 
where  he  was  fure  to  find  them.  If 
it  is  then  certain  that  Behem  bad 
conceived  this  bold  idea  before  Co¬ 
lumbus,  the  fame  of  the  latter  muff 
be  confiderably  diminffhed. 

2.  The  hiftorical  proofs  which  we 
have  given  above  leaving  us  no 
doubt  of  the  fact,  we  have  only  to 
explain  tke  moral  caufes  of  the 
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filence  of  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe 
authors,  of  the  enemies  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  and  of  Be  hem  himfelf. 

3.  It  is  well  known  that,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  reign  of  Charles  V. 
there  was  little  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  learned  men  of  different 
nations.  Writers  were  fcarce,  ex¬ 
cepting  fome  monks,  who  have  re¬ 
lated,  well  or  ill,  the  events  which 
came  to  their  knowledge,  in  chro¬ 
nicles  which  are  no  longer  read  ;  or 
they  had  but  little  notion  of  what 

J 

paffed  in  foreign  countries.  Gazettes 
and  journals  were  unknown,  and  the 
learned  were  obliged  to  travel,  to 
inform  themfelves  of  the  progrefs 
of  their  neighbours.  Italy  was  the 
centre  of  the  arts,  and  what  are 
called  fciences,  at  that  time.  The 
frequent  journeys  of  the  German 
emperors  to  Rome  gave  them  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  perfons  of 
merit,  and  of  placing  them  in  the 
different  univerfities  of  the  empire. 
It  is  to  this  circumftance  that  we 
ought  to  attribute  the  great  progrefs 
which  the  Germans  made,  particu¬ 
larly  in  mathematics,  from  the  four¬ 
teenth  to  the  fixteenth  century ; 
during  which  time  they  had  the 
beft  geographers,  the  be  ft  hiftorians, 
and  the  moll  enlightened  politicians. 
They  were  particularly  attentive  to 
what  paffed  in  Europe;  and  the 
multiplied  connexions  of  different 
princes  with  foreign  powers  aflifted 
them  greatly  in  collecting,  in  their 
archives,  the  original  pieces  of  the 
rack  important  events  of  Europe. 
It  is  to  this  fpirit  of  criticifm  and 
enquiry  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
reformation  of  Luther;  and  we  can¬ 
not  deny  that,  particularly  in  the 
fifteenth  century,  there  was  more 
hiftorical  and  political  knowledge 
in  Germany  than  in  all  the  reft  of 


Europe,  Italy  excepted.  It  is  not 
then  aftonifhing  that  we  fhould  find, 
in  the  archives  of  one  of  the  moft 
ancient  imperial  cities,  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  an  expedition  planned  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Tagus,  by  a  Ger¬ 
man,  a  man  of  great  repute  in  his 
own  country,  and  whofe  every  aXion 
became  very  interefting. 

4.  It  was  different  in  Portugal, 
where  the  whole  nation,  except  the 
king,  was  plunged  in  the  moil  pro¬ 
found  ignorance.  Every  one  was 
either  merchant,  failor  or  foldier ; 
and  if  this  nation  has  made  the 
moft  important  difcoveries,  we  muft 
afcribe  them  rather  to  avarice  than 
to  a  defire  of  knowledge.  They 
were  fatisfied  with  fcraping  together 
gold  in  every  quarter  of  the  known 
world,  whilft  the  German  and  the 
Italian  took  up  the  pen  to  tranfmit 
to  pofterity  the  remembrance  of 
their  riches  and  cruelties.  The 
Spaniards  were  not  much  more  in¬ 
formed  betore  Charles  V.  introduced 
at  Madrid  the  learned  men  of  Flan¬ 
ders  and  Germany.  It  is  then  very 
poffible  that  the  Chevalier  Bebem 
made  very  interefting  difcoveries  in 
geography  in  1485,  without  the 
public  being  acquainted  with  them. 
If  he  had  brought  back  from  his 
expedition  gold  or  diamonds,  the 
news  would  have  been  fpread  in  a 
few  weeks ;  but  fimple  geographical 
knowledge  was  not  of  a  nature  to 
intereft  men  of  this  turn  of  mind. 

5.  The  long  flay  which  Chrifto- 
pher  Columbus  made  at  Madeira 
makes  his  interview  with  Behem 
more  than  probable.  It  is  impof- 
fible  that  he  fhould  have  negleXed 
feeing  a  man  fo  interefting,  and  who 
could  give  him  every  kind  of  in¬ 
formation  for  the  execution  of  the 
plan  he  had  formed.  The  mariners 
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who  accompanied  the  Chevalier  Be- 
hem  might  alfo  have  fpread  reports 
at  Madeira  and  the  Azores  con¬ 
cerning  the  difcovery  which  they 
had  been  wimefles  of.  What  ought 
to  confirm  us  in  this  is,  that  Mari¬ 
ana  fays  himfelf  (book  xxvi.  ch.  iii.) 
that  a  certain  veffel  going  to  Africa 
was  thrown  by  a  gale  of  wind  upon 
certain  unknown  lands ;  and  that 
the  tailors,  at  their  return  to  Ma¬ 
deira,  had  communicated  to  Chrifto- 
pher  Columbus  the  circumftances  of 
their  voyage.  All  authors  agree 
that  this  learned  man  had  fome  in¬ 
formation  refpecling  the  weftern 
fhores;  but  they  fpeak  in  a  very 
vague  manner.  The  expedition  of 
the  Chevalier  Behem  explains  this 
myftery. 

6.  This  aftronomer  could  not  be 
jealous  of  the  difcoveries  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  becaufe  the  laft  had  been  far¬ 
ther  north,  and  that  in  a  time  when 
they  did  not  know  the  whole  extent 
of  the  New  World;  and  when  geo¬ 
graphical  knowledge  was  extremely 
bounded,  it  might  be  believed  that 
the  country  difcovered  by  Columbus 
had  no  connexion  with  that  difco¬ 
vered  by  Behem. 

It  appears  however  certain,  that 
Behem  difcovered  this  continent  be¬ 
fore  Columbus  ;  and  that  this  ques¬ 
tion,  which  is  only  curious  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  becomes  interesting  to  the 
American  patriot.  The  Grecians 
have  carefully  preferved  the  fabu¬ 
lous  hiftory  of  their  firft  founders, 
and  have  railed  altars  to  them : 
Why  are  not  Behem,  Chriftopher 
Columbus,  and  Vefpucius  deferving 
of  Itatuee  in  the  public  fquares  or 
American  cities  ?  Thefe  precious 
monuments  would  tranfmit  to  pof- 
terity  the  gratitude  which  thefe  be¬ 
nefactors  of  mankind  ihould  infpire. 
Without  knowing  it,  they  have  laid 


the  foundation  of  the  happinefs  of 
many  millions  of  inhabitants ;  and 
Sefoftris,  Phul,  Cyrus,  Thefeus,  and 
Romulus,  the  founders  of  the  greatest 
empires,  will  be  forgotten  before  the 
fervices  rendered  by  thefe  illuftrious 
navigators  can  be  effaced  from  the 
memory  of  man. 


On  the  Coalition  attempted  by  fome 

Brit  if i  Artijls ,  between  Poetry  and 

Painting. 

[From  The  Philanthrope  ;  after 
the  Manner  of  a  Periodical  Paper.] 

“  A  coalition  of  a  very  pleafing 
nature  has  been  attempted  by  fome 
Britilh  artifts,  between  poetry  and 
painting.  Poetry  and  painting  are 
no  doubt  congenial  arts.  They  have 
fome  principles  or  effential  qualities 
in  common,  and  denote  fimilar  ener¬ 
gies  in  the  mind  of  the  poet  and 
painter. 

“  It  is  therefore  exceedingly  pleaf¬ 
ing  to  fee  the  fine  fancy  of  the  poet, 
particularly  the  bold  and  Striking 
imagery  of  Sbakefpeare,  as  exhibited 
in  the  Sbakefpeare  gallery,  realized 
by  the  pencil,  and  difplayed,  as  it 
were,  not  only  to  mental,  but  actual 
vifion. 

a  But  the  obfervation  is  no  less 
juft  in  criticifm  than  in  morals,  that 
where  we  enjoy  a  great  deal  of 
pleafure,  we  alfo  encounter  a  good 
deal  of  danger.  Pleafing  as  on 
many  occaffons  may  be  the  effects 
of  this  combination  between  two  of 
the  moft  elegant  arts,  it  ought  not 
to  be  attempted  in  any  inftance, 
without  cautious  deliberation  and 
acute  difcernment.  in  particular, 
much  difcernment  and  good  tafte 
are  required  for  appertaining  what 
paffages  in  a  poem  are  proper  Sub¬ 
jects  for  painting.  Here  the  ad- 
H  a  mirers 
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mirers  of  painting  and  the  partifans 
of  its  alliance  with  poetry  may  be 
inclined  to  afk,  are  no,t "all  fine  paf- 
fages  in  a  poem  fit  to  be  delineated 
by  the  painter;  are  not  the  arts  con¬ 
genial,  and  are  they  not  produced 
by  fimilar  energies?  They  are  ad- 
mitred  to  be  congenial ;  but  fome 
diftindions  mult  be  attended  to. 
Let  it  be  particularly  attended  to 
and  remembered,  that  what  is  high¬ 
ly  poetical  is  not  always  pi&urefque. 
Many  fine  thoughts  of  the  poet,  and 
many  objects  prefented  by  him  to 
the  mind,  cannot  by  all  the  creative 
power  of  lines,  colours,  and  (hades 
be  rendered  vifible.  Can  any  grief 
be  more  natural  than  that  of  Corde¬ 
lia  when  fne  is  informed  how  cruelly 
her  filters  have  treated  their  father  ? 
But  who  can  pourtray  the  feelings 
that  flirink  from  notice,  as  the  fen- 
fitive  plant  from  the  touch ;  that 
veil  themfelves  with  referve ;  that 
fly  even  from  confolation,  and  hide 
themfelves  in  the  fecret  mazes  and 
myiterious  fan&uaries  of  the  heart  ? 

Kent.  Did  jour  letters  pieree  the  queen 
to  any  demonltration  of  grief? 
Gent .  I  fa y  the  took  ’em,  read  ’em  in  my 
prefence  ; 

And  now  and  then  an  ample  tear  trill’d 
down 

Her  delicate  cheek  :  it  feem’d  the  was  a 
queen 

Over  her  paffion,  which,  moft  rebel  like, 
Sought  to  be  king  over  her, 

Kent.  O,  then  it  moved  her. 

Gent  But  not  to  rage.  Patience  and 
i'orrow  ftrove 

Which  thou  Id  exprefs  her  goodlietl :  You 
have  teen 

Sun-thir.e  and  rain  at  once.  Thofe  hap- 
pieft  iimles 

That  played  on  her  ripe  lip  feem’d  not  to 

know 

What  quells  were  in  her  eyes,  which 
parted  thence. 

As  pearls  from  diamonds,  dropt. — In  brief, 
Sorrow  would  be  a  rarity  molt  belov’d. 

If  all  could  fo  become  ft. 


Kent.  Made  the  no  verbal  queftion  ? 

Gent.  Once  or  twice, 

She  heav’d  the  name  of  father, 

Pantingly  forth,  as  if  it  preft  her  heart, 
Cry’d,  Sifters !  Sifters !  What !  i’  tli’  ftorn* 
of  night 

Let  pity  ne’er  believe  it !  then  (lie  fhook 
The  holy  water  from  her  beav’nly  eyes, 
And  then  retir’d  to  deal  with  grief  alone. 

“  In  like  manner,  the  fublime 
and  awful  vifion  in  the  book  of  Job, 
the  indiltindt  form  of  the  fpirit,  the 
portentous  filence,  and  the  folemn 
voice,  fiiake  and  appal  the  foul ; 
but  let  at  defiance  all  the  fkill  and 
dexterity  of  the  moft  ingenious  ar- 
tilt. 

“  In  thoughts  from  the  vifions  of 
‘  the  night,  when  deep  fleep  falleth 
‘  on  men,  fear  came  upon  me,  and 
‘  trembling,  which  made  all  my 
6  bones  to  fiiake.  Then  a  fpirit 
‘  pafied  before  my  face  ;  the  hair 
(  of  my  fielh  flood  up  ;  it  flood  ftill, 
i  but  I  could  not  difeern  the  form 
4  thereof ;  an  image  was  before  mine 
i  eyes ;  there  was  filence,  and  I 
6  heard  a  voice.’ 

“  In  fact,  perfons  of  real  candour, 
who  are  capable  of  difeerning,  and 
of  giving  attention  to  the  beauties 
of  nature,  will  acknowledge  the  ex- 
iflence  of  many  fine  and  ftriking 
landfcapes  which  cannot  be  imitated 
or  difplayed  by  the  painter.  Ex- 
quifite  feenery,  without  being  pic- 
turefque,  may  be  diftinguilhed  both 
for  beauty  and  grandeur.  Or  lhall 
we  fay,  as  I  have  heard  a  Her  ted  by 
fome  faflfionable  connoiffeurs,  that 
nothing  in  external  nature,  no  com¬ 
bination  whatever  of  water,  trees, 
and  verdure,  can  be  accounted  a 
beautiful  object,  unlefs  it  can  be 
transferred  to  the  canvafs.  Contrary 
to  this,  it  may  at  leaft  be  doubted, 
whether  many  delightful  paffages,  if 
I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  both  at  the 
Leafowes  and  among  the  Lakes  in 

Cumberland* 
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Cumberland,  though  gazed  at  with 
tender nefs,  or  contemplated  with 
admiration,  would  not  baffle  all  the 
power  of  the  pencil.  Though  poetry 
ought  to  be  like  painting,  yet  the 
maxim  or  rule,  like  many  other 
Inch  rules  and  maxims,  is  not  to  be 
received  without  due  limitation. 

“  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  the 
painter,  who  by  his  art  would  il~ 
luftrate  that  of  the  poet,  to  confider 
in  every  particular  inftance,  whether 
the  defcription  or  image  be  really 
pidurefque.  I  am  loth  to  blame 
where  there  is  much  to  commend, 
and  where  the  artift  poffeffes  high 
and  deferved  reputation.  But  will  it 
not  be  admitted  that  the  pidure  by 
Reynolds,  which  reprefents  the  death 
of  cardinal  Beaufort  as  defcribed  by 
Shakefpeare,  is  liable  to  the  cenfure 
of  injudicious  feledion  in  the  choice 
of  a  fubjed  ?  Or  is  it  poffible  for  any 
colouring  or  delineation  to  convey 
the  horror  of  the  lituation  fo  im- 
preffively  as  in  the  words  of  the 
poet  ? 

Sal.  Difturb  him  not,  let  him  pafs  peace¬ 
ably. 

King.  Peace  to  Ills  foul,  if  God’s  good 
pleafure  be  ! — 

Lord  Cardinal,  if  thou  tliinkeft  on  Heaven’s 
blifs, 

Hold  up  thy  band,  make  fignal  of  thy 
hope.— 

He  dies,  and  makes  no  fign : — O  God, 
forgive  him  ! 

“  The  fubjed  is  entitled  to  more 
particular  confideration.  —  Certain 
difpofitions  of  mind  produce  great 
effeds  on  the  body ;  agitate  the 
whole  frame  ;  imprels  or  dfflort  the 
features.  Others  again,  more  latent, 
or  more  referved,  fupprefs  their 
external  fymptoms,  fcorn  or  rejed, 
or  are  not  fo  capable  of  external 
difplay ;  and  occalion  no  remark¬ 


able,  or  no  immediate  change  in 
limb,  colour,  or  feature.  Such  pe¬ 
culiar  feelings  and  affedions,  averfe 
to  render  thelnfelves  vifible,  are  not 
lit  fubjeds  for  that  art  which  affeds 
the  mind,  by  prefenting  to  the  eye 
the  refemblant  figns  of  its  objeds. 
Befpair  is  of  this  number :  fuch 
utter  defpair  as  that  of  Cardinal 
Beaufort.  It  will  not  complain,  for 
it  expeds  no  redrefs  ;  it  will  not 
lament,  for  it  defires  no  fympathy  ; 
brooding  upon  itshopelefs  afflidion, 
it  neither  weeps,  nor  fpeaks,  ‘  nor 
‘  gives  any  lign/  But,  in  the  pic« 
ture  under  review,  the  painter  re¬ 
prefents  the  chief  charader  in  vio¬ 
lent  and  extreme  agitation.  Nor  is 
even  that  agitation,  if  we  allow  de¬ 
fpair  to  difplay  agitation,  of  a  kind 
fuffieiently  appropriated.  Is  it  the 
fullen  anguilh,  the  fuppreffled  agony, 
the  horrid  gloom,  the  tortured  foul 
of  defpair  ?  No  :  It  is  the  agitation 
of  bodily  pain.  The  poor  abjed  fuf- 
ferer  gnalhes  his  teeth,  and  writhes 
his  body,  as  under  the  torment  of 
corporal  fuffering,  The  anguilh  is 
not  that  of  the  mind.— No  doubt, 
at  a  preceding  moment,  before  his 
defpondency  was  completely  ratified, 
the  poet  reprefents  him  as  in  great 
perturbation ;  but  the  afflidion  is 
from  the  pangs  of  death. 

War.  See  bow  the  pangs  of  death  do 
make  him  grin. 

“  But  after  his  defpair  receives 
full  confirmation  from  the  heart- 
fearching  fpeech  of  Henry,  his  feel¬ 
ings  are  feared  with  horror,  and  his 
agony  will  c  give  no  fign/  For  the 
moment  of  the  picture  is  not  when 
Beaufort  is  faid  to  be  grinning  with 
mortal  anguilh  ;  hut  the  more  aw¬ 
ful  moment,  when  having  heard  the 
requell  of  Henry,  he  finks,  ol  confe- 
H  3  quence, 
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quence,  into  the  deepeft  defpon- 
dency.  Before  that,  it  would  have 
been  no  other  than  the  picture  of  a 
man,  of  any  man  whatever,  expir¬ 
ing  with  bodily  pain.  If  indeed 
the  pi&ure  is  to  exprefs  any  thing 
peculiar  or  charaderiftic,  it  mult  be 
defpair  formerly  excited,  but  now 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  fpeech 
of  Henry. 

King.  Lord  Cardinal,  if  thou  thinkefton 
Heaven's  blifs. 

Hold  up  thy  hand,  make  fignal  of  thy 
hope. — 

He  dies,  and  makes  no  fign : — 0  God, 
forgive  him  ! 

44  In  fhort,  the  paflage,  highly 
fublime  and  affe&ing,  as  it  mull 
be  acknowledged,  is  more  poetical 
than  pidurefque  :  and  the  artift  has 
wafted,  on  an  ili-chofen  fubjed,  his 
powers,  rather  of  execution  in  this 
inftance,  than  of  invention.  Surely 
we  fee  no  mafterly  invention  in  the 
preternatural  being  placed  behind 
or  befide  the  Cardinal;  for  though 
the  poet  has  faid,  in  the  charader  of 
Henry,  that  a  4  bufy  meddling  fiend 
4  was  laying  fiege  to  his  foul /  yet 
as  the  fpeaker  did  not  actually  fee 
the  fiend,  there  was  no  occafion  for 
introducing  him,  like  the  devil  in  a 
puppet-thow,  by  the  fide  of  his  bed. 
Nor  is  there  much  invention  in  the 
Hale  artifice  of  concealing  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  the  king,  becaufe  his 
feelings  could  not  be  painted.  In 
fad,  the  affectionate  aftonifhment 
and  pious  horror  of  Henry  were  fit¬ 
ter  for  delineation,  than  the  filent, 
fuilen,  and  uncommunicative  de¬ 
fpair  of  Beaufort. 

44  The  rage  of  delineating  to  the 
eye  all  that  is  reckoned  fine  in  writ¬ 
ing  may  be  illultrated  alfo,  in  the 
performances  of  other  able  and  fa¬ 
mous  ar tiffs.  In  Gray’s  Ode  on  the 


Spring,  we  have  the  following  alle¬ 
gorical  defcription  : 

Lo  !  where  the  rofy-bofom’d  hours. 

Fair  Venus’  train,  appear, 

Difclofe  the  long  expecting  flowers. 

And  wake  the  purple  year*. 

“  The  hours  accordingly,  adorn¬ 
ed  with  rofes  difpofed  as  the  poet 
defcribes  them,  are  reprefented  on 
canvafs,  as  a  company  of  jolly  dam- 
fels,  twiching  or  pulling  another 
very  beautiful  and  buxom  female, 
who  is  reprefented  as  fleeping  on  a 
bank,  and  clothed  with  a  purple 
petticoat.  Seeing  fuch  things,  it  is 
impoflible  not  to  think  of  Quarles’s 
or  Hugo’s  emblems.  The  thought, 

4  who  (hall  deliver  me  from  this 
4  body  of  fin  and  death/  is  prefent- 
ed  to  the  eye,  in  one  of  them,  by 
the  figure  of  a  man  enclofed  within 
the  ribs  of  a  monftrous  and  hideous 
fkeleton.  In  truth,  the  inventor  of 
the  prints  in  fome  editions  of  the 
Pilgrim’s  Progrefs  (where,  among 
others,  Chriftian  is  reprefented  as 
trudging  along  like  a  pedlar,  with  a 
burden  on  his  back)  is  entitled  to 
the  merit  of  priority  in  the  extrava¬ 
gance.  of  fuch  inventions  ;  for  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  it  is  only 
againff  extravagancies  and  mifappli- 
cations,  and  not  againlf  the  inven¬ 
tion  itfelf,  that  I  have  ventured  t* 
remonftrate.” 


Character  of  a  Wife. 

[From  the  Monthly  Magazine.] 
Sir, 

SOME  very  wife  men  have  doubt¬ 
ed  whether — no — I  beg  their  par¬ 
don — very  wife  men,  in  our  days, 
are  averfe  to  the  flow  procefs  of 
doubting— and  therefore  find  it  eafier 
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to  afj'ert — that  all  our  vices  are  the 
exceffes  of  fome  virtue ;  though,  I 
believe,  they  have  not  gone  fo  far  as 
to  offer  the  converfe  of  this  propo¬ 
rtion,  and  maintain,  that  all  our 
virtues  muft  be  the  fuperfluous  part 
of  our  vices.  Whether  they  are 
right  in  eftablilhing  this  barter,  is 
not  for  me  to  determine ;  but  I  can¬ 
not  help  being  fomewhat  inclined  to 
think,  that  very  good  fort  of  people 
have  ftrange  whims  and  habits, 
which,  though  it  would  neither  be 
polite  nor  juft  to  call  vices,  yet  muft 
be  accounted  very  troublefome  and 
inconvenient  things.  Such  is  the 
cafe,  perhaps,  with  your  outrageous¬ 
ly  virtuous  people,  in  wbofe  opinion, 
a  fmile  is  a  criminal  overture,  and 
the  touch  of  a  finger  an  impulfe  of 
Satan- — or  with  your  violently  fen- 
timental  people,  who  exult  in  the 
profped  of  a  long  dreary  aifle,  ter¬ 
minated  by  a  dungeon,  who  con¬ 
verfe  in  fobs  and  ftirieks ;  and  whole 
daily  bread  is  a  kind  of  fermenta¬ 
tion,  excited  by  the  clanking  of 
chains,  and  the  report  of  piftols. — • 
But  let  me  not  wander  from  my 
intended  fubjech  Let  me  not  plunge 
into  the  abyfs  of  romance,  when  I 
ought  to  relate  a  plain  tale,  nor 
wander  abroad  in  fearch  of  terrors, 
when  I  may  remain  at  home  in  pur¬ 
suit  only  of  inconveniences. 

My  misfortune,  Sir,  is  to  poffefs 
the  whole  and  foie  property,  per- 
fonal  and  mental,  of  a  wipe,  who 
js,  without  all  exception  (except 
what  is  to  follow)  one  of  the  heft  of 
human  beings.  That  lhe  is  fo,  I 
fhould  be  difpofed  to  allow  volunta¬ 
rily,  even  if  I  were  not  obliged  to 
aflent  to  it,  as  attefted  and  fworfi  by 
every  one  who  knows  her,  that  is, 
who  occafionally  pays  us  a  vifit,  be¬ 
holds  her  good  deeds,  and  profits  by 
them.  To  contradict  people,  who 


muft  be  the  beft  judges,  becaufe 
they  think  fo,  and  in  a  matter,  too, 
which  muft  be  very  gratifying  to 
the  feelings  of  a  hufban'd,  would 
be  at  once  very  impolite  and  very 
unwife.  But  writing,  as  I  am  now, 
to  you,  and  in  a  Mifcellany  which  is 
intended  to  anlwer  the  purpoles  of 
a  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  I 
may,  perhaps,  take  greater  free¬ 
doms  than  domeftic  good  manners 
will  allow  ;  and  in  my  fictitious  cha¬ 
racter,  advance  fome  things,  which, 
in  propria  perfona,  I  find  it  quite  as 
prudent  to  let  pafs  without  animad- 
verfion. 

Sir,  this  angel  of  a  woman — that 
is  a  very  fine  epithet  from  a  man 
who  has  been  married  above  twenty 
years— would  deferve  moi’e  praifes 
than  you  have  leifure  or  patience  to 
read,  had  the  not  hit,  in  early  life, 
upon  a  fyftem  of  happmefs,  which 
(he  is  never  likely  to  complete, 
which  perhaps  never  was  completed, 
and  which,  if  it  could  be  brought  to 
a  termination,  would  probably  make 
her  very  unhappy.  You  are  to 
know,  that  ftie  refolves  all  happi- 
nefs  into  two  paftions,  hope  and 
fear,  and  a  mind  continually  vibrat¬ 
ing  between  thefe,  is,  in  her  opinion, 
a  mind  of  perfect  felicity.  Now,  I 
know  that  fome  people  would  call 
this  rejMefhefs,  and  an  eminent  phy- 
fician,  of  my  acquaintance,  has  ah- 
fured  me,  that  it  is  nothing  but  the 
fidgets,  a  diforder,  peculiar,  as  he 
fays,  to  females,  efpecially  to  thofe 
who  are  called  your  mighty  good 
hind  of  women  :  but  this,  with  fub- 
miftion  to  his  medical  fkill,  muft, 
I  think,  be  a  miftake  ;  for  1  have 
perceived  fymptoms  of  the  fidgets 
in  women,  who  could  not,  in  any 
fenfe  of  the  words,  be  termed 
mighty  good,  or  mighty  evil.  A 
learned  lady  allured  me,  that  my 
Ii  4  wife’s 
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wife’s  diforder  was  irritability  of 
locomotion. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  for  dodlors  will 
differ,  my  wife  purfues  her  fyllem 
with  unabated  affiduity,  continually 
finding  out  fchemes  to  exercife  her 
mind  in  hope  and  fear,  to  raife  ex¬ 
pectation,  prove  ingenuity,  gratify 
curiofity,  and,  as  Bayes  lays,  in  the 
Rehearfal,  “  to  elevate  and  furpriieA 
You  may,  therefore,  fuppofe,  that 
in  order  to  cairy  on  this  plan  of 
happmefs,  fomewhat  of  a  romantic 
turn  is  neceffary.  You  are  not  mil- 
taken.  She  poffeffes  very  much  of 
that  turn,  but  is  much  better 
pleafed  with  the  romances  of  real 
life,  than  with  thole  of  fiction,  and 
would  much  rather  fummon  a 
hackney-coachman,  than  call  up 
hobgoblins  in  an  old  caftle.  And  it 
is  very  remarkable,  that  not  a  day 
paffes  without  her  meeting,  by  the 
merefi  accident  in  the  world,  with 
the  ff rangeft  perfons,  the  moft  un- 
looked  for  incidents,  or  the  oddell 
fpeecbes  and  expreffions,  that  ever 
occurred  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world. 
—  N.  B.  I  never  found  a  perfon  of  an 
adventurous  turn  of  mind,  who  did 
not  meet  with  adventures ;  and  I 
don’t  know, but  that,  in  fkilful  hands, 
a  journey  to  Hampftead  might  be 
made  as  furprifing,  as  a  voyage  round 
the  globe.  But  this  by  the  bye. 

You  will  alfo  readily  imagine,  that 
my  wife  is  a  woman  of  a  very  a&ive 
turn  of  mind. — Ah  S  fir,  there  it  is — 
She  is  of  fo  active  a  dilpofition,  that 
relt  is  unknown  at  our  lioufe.  We 
have  always  fomething  to  hope,  or 
fomething  to  fear ;  fome  fcheine  to 
execute,  fome  alteration  to  make,  or 
fomething  to  illuftrate  the  defider- 
ated  doctrine  of  perpetual  motion. 
But  I  muff  defeend  to  particulars. 

Soon  after  our  marriage,  it  was 
found  out  by  my  wife,  that  the 


houfe  we  lived  in  was  inconvenient^ 
the  ftair-cafe  was  narrow,  the  wainf- 
coting  was  impaired  by  time,  and 
the  floors  were  damaged. — There 
was  much  to  be  done,  and  much  to 
be  undone.  Having  little  of  the 
fpirit  of  contradiction  in  me,  I  had 
no  difficulty  in  admitting,  that  the 
hand  of  the  carpenter  might  relieve 
us  in  thefe  refpects ;  and  fent  for  a 
couple  of  trufty  fellows,  to  whom  1 
explained  our  wants,  and  onlv  hint¬ 
ed,  that  I  could  with  the  job  finilhtd 
with  expedition ;  which  they,  as  is 
their  cuffom,  promifed  fhould  cer¬ 
tainly  be  the  cafe.  But  this  wag 
neither  my  wife’s  with  nor  intention. 
Finifhing  is  no  part  of  her  fyftem, 
and  the  word  complete  is,  1  believe, 
not  in  her  vocabulary.  She  had 
fketched  out  improvements  of  a 
higher  kind,  and  probably  dreading 
the  fhallownefs  of  my  capacity  to 
underftand  the  whole,  chofetodeve- 
lope  the  plan  in  fuch  fragments  as 
might  fuit  my  compreheafion.  Lit-' 
tie,  however,  as  I  knew  of  her  in¬ 
tentions,  I  foon  difeovered,  that  her 
foie  pleafure  was  in  bujlle,  and  that 
file  had  cut  out  this  work,  neither 
for  the  benefit  of  the  houfe,  nor  of 
the  workmen,  but  purely  to  divert 
her  mind,  and  keep  her  invention 
in  motion.  Within  a  month,  our 
houfe  was  nearly  quite  demolifhed, 
a  fmall  referve  only  having  been 
made  for  prefent  accommodation, 
the  fite  of  which,  to  prevent  inter¬ 
ruption  from  vifitors,  was  the  gar¬ 
ret,  and  the  only  accefs  to  it,  by 
means  of  ladders,  the  lafi:  of  which, 
it  was  my  bufinefs  to  pull  up  after 
me,  with  the  care  and  circumfpec- 
tiou  of  Robinfon  Crufoe,  when  he 
dreaded  a  vilit  from  the  favages. 

To  interpofe  now,  I  faw  was  in 
vain,  for  I  did  not  wifh  to  demolish 
all  my  comforts  together,  and  tbeie- 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


fore  let  the  lady  dire&refs  order 
every  thing  in  her  own  tafte,  hop¬ 
ing,  that  the  whole  would  foon  be 
Completed,  and  that  there  could  not 
be  a  pretence  ior  farther  alterations, 
for  fome  years  at  iealt.  But  in  this 
we  were  mutually  diiappointed.  I 
was  difappointed,  becaufe  my  wife 
was  not  latisfied ;  and  (he  was  dif¬ 
appointed,  becaufe  every  thing  hav¬ 
ing  been  done  according  to  her  own 
plan,  and  nothing  done  as  die  liked, 
(he  had  no  perfon  to  blame  but  her- 
felf — and  that  is  a  trouble,  which 
my  wife  never  takes,  even  when 
mod  at  leifure  from  other  avoca¬ 
tions. 

We  had  not  been  feated  in  our 
improved  manfion  many  months, 
when  my  wife  difcovered,  that  al¬ 
though  no  fault  could  reafonably  be 
found  with  the  houfe  itfelf  (except 
as  aforefaid,  that  (he  difliked  her 
own  improvements)  there  was  a 
misfortune  attending  it,  which  baf¬ 
fled  even  her  contriving  genius. — 
This  was  limply  its  being  placed 
juft  where  it  was,  and  not  about  a 
mile  off,  in  a  genteeler  part  of  the 
town.  Of  this  I  had  repeated  hints, 
and  knowing  the  intimate  connexion 
between  a  hint  and  a  requifition,  I 
aflented  with  good  grace  ;  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  which,  our  prefent  houfe 
was  taken.  Its  principal  recom¬ 
mendation,  I  thought  had  been  its 
fituation,  but  that  was  not  the  only 
one.  It  had,  befides,  every  poffible 
negative  requifite  for  a  lady  of  my 
wife's  difpolition.  It  had  not  been 
tenanted  for  years,  and  therefore 
wanted  many  repairs.  We  had 
never  lived  in  it  at  all,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  wanted  as  many  improve¬ 
ments  as  her  utmoft  ft  retch  of  fancy 
could  reach,  which,  to  her,  prelent- 
ed  a  glorious  profpeft.  Carpenters, 
bricklayers,  painters,  glaziers,  and 
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cabinet-makers,  went  to  work;  and 
as  thefe  gentlemen  are  not  very  ex¬ 
peditious,  even  though  they  affift 
each  other  wonderfully,  my  wife 
was  the  happieft  creature  in  the 
univerfe,  for  near  five  months — and 
1  can’t  fay  but  that  1  enjoyed  a  com¬ 
parative  ftate  of  happinefs  during 
this  time,  and  that  for  two  reafons: 
firft,  I  was  not  upon  the  fpot,  nor 
within  hearing ;  and,  fecondly, 
madam  infilled,  that  I  ihould  not 
enter  the  doors  of  it  until  all  was 
fin  idled,  that  I  might  be  furprifed 
and  abounded  at  the  Ikili  and  tafte 
dil played  by  her. 

Well,  fir,  behold  us  now  feated 
here,  in  a  capital  manfion,  almoft 
new,  and  apparently  excepted  from 
the  repairing  adt  for  many  years. 
What  was  there  to  interrupt  our 
quiet? — Even  that  which  has  ever 
produced  the  fame  effed — my  wife's 
averfion  to  a  life  of  eafe.  Faults 
appeared  to  her  critical  eye,  which 
etc  aped  my  penetration.  The  fly 
on  the  pillar  could  not  he  more 
faftidious  ;  hence  we  relapfed  gra¬ 
dually  into  the  repairing  fyftem,  and 
devoted  at  leaft  fix  weeks  every 
year  to  this  animating  and  lively 
bufinefs ;  when  a  new  circumftance 
occurred.  One  day,  as  my  wife 
was  reading  the  newfpaper,  (he  ob- 
ferved  that  our  houfe  was  advertifed 
to  be  fold,  and  a  hint,  which  to  any 
body  elfe,  would  have  been  as  dark 
as  the  explanations  of  a  fUtefman, 
produced  a  firm  conviction  in  my 
mind,  that  the  would  not  he  fatisfied 
without  making  it  our  freehold.  I 
affented,  as  ufual,  but  from  another 
motive  than  (lie  fufpecied ;  for  while 
ftie  was  expatiating  on  the  advan* 
tage  of  having  “  a  houfe  of  one’3 
own,  no  rent  to  pay,  the  low  price 
of  eftates,”  and  other  prevailing  in¬ 
ducements,  I  hugged  myfelf  in  the 

idea. 
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idea,  that  when  the  houfe  became 
our  own,  it  would  put  an  end  to  all 
future  l’chemes  of  removal.  This 
being  agreed  upon,  “  die  would 
make  the  purchafe  herfelf  in  per- 
fon;”  and  why?  becaule  ihe  has 
often  declared  that  the  happieft  mo¬ 
ments  of  her  life  are  thofe  during 
which  her  heart  flutters  in  unifo.n 
with  the  vibrations  of  an  auctioneer's 
hammer,  and  that  die  would  rather 
he  out  of  pocket,  at  a  fale,  than  not 
out  of  breath  when  the  lad  ftroke 
falls. 

We  were  now,  I  thought,  beyond 
the  reach  of  removal,  and  I  thought 
right ;  but  that  the  mind  ihould  not 
jftagnate  in  inactivity,  many  fubftan- 
tial  alterations  have  been  hnce 
carried  into  execution,  becaufe,  my 
wife  fays,  we  may  do  what  we  will 
with  the  houfe,  “  now  it  is  our  own." 
For  all  the  above  conliderations,  die 
has  univerlally  obtained  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  woman  of  taste,  although 
fome  have  given  her  the  more  fami¬ 
liar  name  of  a  notable  woman. 

But,  dr,  even  repairs  and  altera¬ 
tions  mud  be  fometimes  interrupted. 
There  mud  be  times  when  no  par¬ 
tition  requires  to  be  pulled  down, 
and  no  dielves  want  to  be  put  up ; 
when  hinges  and  locks  do  their 
duty  in  dlence,  and  fcouring  may 
fupply  the  place  of  paint;  when 
every  chair  is  in  its  place,  and 
every  tub  bands  on  its  own  bottom. 
To  fill  up  thefe  interftices,  and  keep 
the  mind  in  exercife,  when  no  af¬ 
fairs  of  her  own  demand  her  atten¬ 
tion,  my  wife  has  acquired  a  very 
happy  knack  at  managing  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  other  people.  Her  ac¬ 
quaintance  being  pretty  extenfive, 
and  her  opinion  looked  up  to,  as  the 
Opinion  of  a  woman  living  in  a 
great  houfe  ought  to  be,  die  is 
never  without  opportunities  of  mak- 
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ing  other  people’s  cares  her  own. 
If  there  is  a  purchafe  to  be  made, 
a  child  to  be  born,  a  difeafe  to  be 
cured,  a  patient  to  be  fent  to  the 
difpenfary,  an  election  to  be  gained, 
a  drefs  to  be  made  up,  a  writer  to 
be  fent  to  India,  or  a  fervant’s  place 
to  be  filled,  die  is  in  perpetual 
motion,  and  never  quits  her  pur- 
pofe  until  her  endeavours  end  in 
dnal  fuccefs  or  difappointment. — By 
the  bye,  it  is  a  very  remarkable 
circumftance,  and  which  1  cannot 
otherwife  account  for,  than  by  fay¬ 
ing  that  it  is  part  of  her  fydem, 
that  whether  die  lofes  or  wins,  die 
feems  equally  pleafed.  From  her 
'  eagernefs  in  thefe  various  purfuits, 
die  has  been  mihaken  by  ftrangers, 
fometimes  for  a  mantuamaker,  a 
puffer  at  fales,  a  phyfician  in  petti¬ 
coats,  the  lady  of  a  director,  the 
matron  of  an  hofpital,  and  forne- 
times  for  a  nurfe,  a  midwife,  and 
the  keeper  of  a  regifter  office.  Such 
is  the  verfatility  of  her  talents,  that 
nothing  is  intolerable  which  ferve? 
to  make  her  anxious,  and  nothing 
feems  troublefome  that  is  at¬ 
tended  with  a  great  deal  of  plague. 
On  account  of  all  thefe  good  deeds, 
die  has  obtained  the  reputation  of 
a  mod  BENEVOLENT  WOMAN. 

One  eonfequence  of  intermeddling 
in  the  affairs  of  other  people  would 
to  many  be  an  objeCt  of  terror ;  I 
mean  the  chance  of  getting  into 
fcrapes  ;  but  with  my  lady,  that 
feems  to  be  a  recommendation.  It 
is  not  unfrequently  that  die  is  under 
the  neceffity  of  applying  to  my 
lawyer  to  extricate  her  out  of  what 
other  people  would  call  difficulties, 
but  which  die  deems  the  plealing 
eonfequence  of  knowing  more  about 
natural  juftice  than  artificial  quib¬ 
bles.  She  is,  indeed,  very  fond  oi 
law ;  you  may  naturally  fuppofe 
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that  its  delays  and  uncertainty  are 
highly  in  favour  of  her  fyftem.  She 
has  had  a  few  trials  about  fome 
property  (lie  brought  me  at  our 
union,  but  they  were  fnort,  and 
therefore  not  very  fatisfadtory. — 
Were  (he  not  extremely  fertile  in 
deviling  exercifes  for  her  hopes  and 
fears,  and,  conlequently,  not  hand¬ 
ing  in  need  of  my  affiltan.ee,  or  if  I 
had  any  great  point  to  gain  with 
her,  I  don't  know  but  I  might  be 
prevailed  upon  to  gratify  her  with  a 
chancery  fuit,  and  lecure  her  hap- 
pinefs  on  a  lading  foundation. 

To  all  the  above  expedients  may 
be  added  the  purchafe  of  lottery 
-tickets,  and  of  bargains,  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  difputes  in  families, 
&c.  But  life  is  longer  than  we  com¬ 
monly  imagine.  We  cannot  always  be 
concerning  ourfelves  in  the  affairs 
even  of  other  people*  There  are 
times  when  invention  muff  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  devife  fc hemes  of  adtion, 
and  to  open  fources  of  hope  and 
fear,  independent  of  foreign  aid. — 
And  here  like  wife,  my  wife  is  en¬ 
titled  to  the  praife  of  great  fertility. 
After  a  day  paffed  in  action,  buftle, 
expectation,  and  difappointment,  the 
night  brings  with  it  domeftic  com¬ 
fort  of  another  kind.  The  alarm 
of  fire  and  of  thieves  forms  a  per¬ 
petual  four.ee  of  watchfulnefs  and 
contrivance ;  and  as,  for  reafons 
already  aihgned,  the  is  a  great  read¬ 
er  of  newfpapers,  thefe  are  fubjects 
which  are  never  allowed  to  flip  out 
of  our  memory.  Joined  to  thefe 
are  the  pleating  poffibilities  of  being 
robbed  bv  our  lervants,  of  our  houfe 
in  the  country  being  burnt,  of  the 
banker  failing,  and  of  our  ffeward 
proving  a  rogue.  And  as  fome  part 
of  my  property  lies  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  we  occafionally  fpeculate, 
with  a  degree,  of  comfort,  on  an 
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earthquake  for  my  lands,  or  the 
yellow  fever  for  my  tenants. — As 
to  lervants,  a  perpetual  change  of 
them  is  one  of  my  wife’s  chief  plea- 
lures.  If  we  have  good  fervants, 
they  are  no  better  for  us  ;  and  if  they 
are  bad,  we  are  not  worfe  for  them. 
This  procures  madam  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  GREAT  DISCERNMENT. 

Such,  fir,  are  fome  of  the  ingre¬ 
dients  in  my  wife's  practical  fyffem 
of  happinels.  It  is  remarkable, 
however,  that  I  tolerate  it,  becaufe 
I  am  of  a  quite  different  way  of 
thinking,  and  really  allow  of  buftle 
and  confuffon,  merely  becaufe  I  am 
a  lover  of  peace.  If  this  appear 
inconflffent,  it  can  appear  fo  only  to 
an  inveterate  old  bachelor.  To  be 
fure,  I  could  with  the  time  were 
come  when  we  could  lit  down 
quietly,  and  confider  all  around  us 
as  periedt  in  its  kind,  and  without 
ffirrmg  from  our  chairs,  make  alv- 
lowance  for  imperfedtions  which  im¬ 
patience  and  motion  cannot  remove. 
And,  of  late,  I  fufpedt  my  wife  has 
been  ftudying  the  new  dodtrine  of 
perfectibility ,  which  to  fuit  herfelf, 
(he  transfers  from  mind  to  matter.-^- 
Were  I  to  examine  her  clofely  on 
the  fubjecl,  I  have  little  doubt  that 
Ihe  looks  forward  with  earneff  hope 
to  that  happy  day  when  the  furni¬ 
ture  of  a  houfe  (hall  arrive  at  per¬ 
fection,  when  wainfeoat  fhali  be 
impregnable  to  duff,  when  plate 
fhali  fliine  in  perpetual  brightnefs, 
and  the  voice  of  feeurers  ihali  be 
heard  11O  more — when  property  fliall 
no  longer  change  its  matter,  the 
conditions  of  faie  become  a  dead 
letter,  and.  the  eloquence  of  Chriftie 
folicit  the  laft  bid ! 

I  am,  fir,  your’s,  &c. 
Humphrey  Placid. 
March  4,  1797, 
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Confutation  for  Ideal  Calamities. 

[From  the  fame. ] 

Sir, 

WHILE  I  acknowledge  faith  gra¬ 
titude  the  very  great  obligations  we 
owe  to  divines  and  philofophers, 
tor  the  valuable  precepts  they  have 
laid  down,  to  guard  us  againit  thole 
vices  which  are  followed  by  great 
calamities,  and  for  the  no  lefs  im¬ 
portant  confolation  they  afford  us 
againft  filch  evils  as  we  can  neither 
forefee  nor  prevent ;  1  regret  much 
that  they  have  narrowed  their  la¬ 
bours  by  addrefling  themfelves  to 
mankind  in  general.  This  may 
feem  an  extraordinary  objection,  but 
it  will  appear  very  juftiliable,  when 
you  confider  that  the  advice  which 
is  given  to  all  is  feldom  accepted  by 
auv,  and  that  it  is  individual  appli¬ 
cation  only  which  can  give  it  effect. 
Thefe  fages  of  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  times  deferve  great  praife  for 
what  they  have  done,  for  cheering 
the  hearts  of  men  in  the  hour 
of  anxiety,  for  affording  confola¬ 
tion  in  the  hour  of  diftrefs,  and  for 
fuggefting  a  lively  hope  even  on  the 
brink  of  cldpair.  But  thefe  are 
things  in  which  man,  as  man  only 
is  concerned.  It  is  much,  but  it  is 
not  all ;  and  where  they  have,  in 
my  opinion,  fallen  thort,  is  in  hand¬ 
ing  down  no  advice,  no  precepts, 
no  comfort,  adapted  to  the  cafe  of 
men  of  fafhion,  women  of  ton,  and 
perfons  of  diftiiuftion;  nor  have  they 
been  more  attentive  to  the  diftreffes 
which  befall  us  as  members  of  the 
corporation,  as  chairmen  of  clubs, 
and  as  guefts  at  a  table. 

Now,  fir,  thefe  and  other  diftreffes 
of  a  like  kind,  which  I  (hall  enu¬ 
merate,  although  ufually  fet  down 
among  the  ‘4  little  things’"  which 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  beneath  our  at¬ 


tention,  are  really  among  the  great" 
eft  misfortunes  of  life  :  firfl,  becaufe 
they  are  perpetually  recurring,  and 
add,  therefore,  to  the  general  mafs 
of  urtbappinefs ;  and,  fecondly,  be¬ 
caufe  not  one  of  thofe  philofophers 
and  divines  who  have  made  the 
afflictions  of  human  life  their  ftudy, 
have  condefcenued  to  fay  one  word 
about  them,  or  have  mentioned  them 
with  indifference  and  contempt. — 
All  this  appears  to  me  very  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  to  detract  much 
from  the  utility  of  their  labours. 
You  will  permit  me,  therefore, 
to  enter  a  little  minutely  into  a 
lubject  which  is  highly  interefting 
and  for  aught  I  know,  hitherto  un¬ 
touched. 

I  believe,  fir,  that  if  we  will  fet 
about  analyzing  and  decompounding 
our  refpeCtive  portions  of  happinefs 
and  unhappinefs,  we  (hall  find  that 
each  is  made  up  of  an  infinite  feries 
of  “  little  things.’"  Little  things, 
then,  “  being  great  to  little  men,” 
ought  not  to  be  beneath  the  attention 
of  thofe  wrho  afiimie  the  chair  of  au¬ 
thor!  t}T,  direct  our  judgment,  pre¬ 
fer!  be  our  fentiments,  and  regulate 
our  hopes  and  fears.  Thefe  have 
given  us  admirable  counfel  again  ft: 
exeeffive  grief  for  the  lofs  of  rela¬ 
tives,  and  the  lofs  of  fortune :  but 
are  thefe  the  only  Ioffes  that  re¬ 
quire  a  healing  balm  ?  IIow  many 
are  every  night  made  miferable  in 
this  metropolis,  by  the  lofs  of  an 
odd  trick  !  How  many  have  their 
fenfibility  deeply  wounded  by  the 
death  of  a  parrot !  How  many  are 
cut  to  the  heart  to  reflect  that  the 
ball  they  miffed  yefterday  will  no 
more  return ;  or  that  the  brilliant 
aflemblage  of  perfons  of  fafhion 
which  they  were  prevented  from 
joining,  may  never  meet  again ! 
Nay,  with  all  due  refpeCt  to  philo¬ 
fophers 
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fbphersbe  it  fpoken,  is  the  mifplac- 
ing  of  a  cane,  or  a  pair  of  gloves, 
no  misfortune  ?  Is  not  the  info- 
lence  of  a  box  keeper,  who  refutes 
ns  places  on  the  night  the  king  vi (its 
the  theatre,  a  calamity,  aggravated 
by  rudenefs,  and  incurable  by  its 
being,  perhaps,  the  laft  night  of  the 
ieafon  ? 

Yet  for  thefe  evils  we  have  no 
remedy..  What  avails  it  to  fortify 
the  mind  againft  covetouinefs,  a- 
gainft  ambition,  againft  the  fears  of 
death,  when  amidft  our  fpeculations 
on  l'uch  ahftrad  and  diftant  i’ubjects 
a  vifit  remains  unreturned,  or  a 
mantua-maker  has  forgotten  her 
orders  ?  We  may  bear  up  againft 
the  pangs  of  defpifed  love,  and  the 
oppreffor’s  wrongs,  but  it  requires 
no  fmall  (hare  of  philofophy  to  be¬ 
hold  the  china  in  ruins,  and  the 
canary-bird  a  prey  to  the  undiftin- 
guilhing  ferocity  of  a  cat.  How 
many  have  we  feen  bury  a  wife,  in 
“  ail  the  decent  manlinefs  of  grief," 
who  have  been  tortured  almoft  to 
madnefs  when  they  beheld  the  meat 
ipoiled,  the  butter  rancid,  or  the  pie 
over-baked  !  IIow  many,  who  can 
fubmit  with  patience  to  the  difor- 
ders  attendant  on  a  late  period  of 
life,  are  mere  children  in  philofophy, 
fhould  they  come  late  into  the  thea¬ 
tre,  their  favourite  fong  paft,  and 
their  places  taken  ! 

He,  therefore,  who  would  pre- 
fcribe  for  fuch  calamities,  would  be 
a  general  benefabtor.  It  would  re¬ 
quire,  however,  that  he  lhould  not 
merely  poftefs  the  aufterity  of  an 
ancient  philofopher  ;  that  be  fhould 
he  able  to  harangue  like  Socrates, 
oj  epiftolize  like  Seneca  :  it  would 
require  that  he  fhould  be  a  man  of 
the  world,  and  apply  his  remedies 
where  the  diforder  was  contraded. 
In  my  laftexcurfion  to  the  watering 
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places,  I  had  marly  melancholy  in- 
ftances  of  the  great  need  the  vifitors 
of  thofe  places  ftand  in  for  fuch  a 
philofopher.  Of  what  avail  would 
it  be  to  preach  thereabout  the  com¬ 
mon  and  vulgar  afperities  of  human 
life,  and  omit  the  more  important 
and  trying  circumftances  of  a  cruel 
rain,  a  perverfe  raffle,  and  a  mor¬ 
bid  ennui  ?  to  have  a  party  of  plea- 
lure  broke  up  juft  as  the  fet  is  made 
up;  to  he  within  one  of  the  lucky 
number  ;  and  to  be  tormented,  per¬ 
haps  for  a  day, with  dont-know-liowjgfh - 
nefs  ?  thefe,  indeed,  are  calamities; 
they  wring  the  heart,  they  put  the 
temper  to  a  fey  ere  trial,  lpoil  the 
appetite,  cover  the  countenance  with 
a  deadly  pale,  and  drive  deep  from 
the  eyes,  and  dumber  from  the  eye¬ 
lids.  Muft  they  not,  therefore,  be 
greatly  aggravated,  when  no  afijft* 
ance  is  at  hand,  no  Toothing  confo- 
lation  nigh,  nor  friend  to  fympa- 
thize,  no  kindred  bofom'to  diare  the 
grief  with  ? 

But  we  need  not  leave  this  epi¬ 
tome  of  the  world,  the  metropolis, 
for  inftances  of  calamitv  for  which 

iJ 

we  leek  in  vain  after  confolatiom 
Men  of  callous  minds,  who  have  not 
learned  the  fweet  luxury  of  fympa- 
thy  with  the  diftreffes  of  others,  may 
view  the  dock-lift  “  in  the  calm 
lights  of  mild  philofophy."  Ah! 
little  do  they  know  the  infelicity 
which  a  fraction  gives,  nor  the  mi¬ 
le  ry  that  hangs  upon  a  half  per 
cent.;  nor  how  much  eader  it  is  to 
put  off  the  thoughts  of  eternity  than 
to  difpel  the  fears  of  a  bargain  for 
time. — In  the  higher  ranks,  let  us 
behold  the  diftrefs  of  lady  A.  when 
die  finds  that  lady  B.  has  two  more 
card- tables  at  her  rout,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  fix  more  perfons  of  fadiion  on 
her  lift.  No  lefs  afflictive  is  it  to 
be  outdone  in  the  fplendour  of  ones 

equipage 
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equipage,  the  richnefs  of  one's  li¬ 
veries,  the  number  of  footmen,  or 
of  horfes. 

Such,  fir,  are  a  few  of  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  human  life,  for  which  I  can 
find  no  fources  of  confolation  among 
divines  and  philofophers.  Whether 
they  thought  fuch  matters  too  much 
above,  or  too  much  beneath  their 
concern,  I  know  not;  but  certain  it 
is,,  ail  our  Solamina  miferis  are  very 
deficient  in  fuch  important  matters. 
This  is  a  want  which  I  hope  to  fee 
fpeedily  fupplied.  The  circulation 
of  your  Magazine  is  fuch  as  entitles 
me  to  expect  with  certainty  that 
this  paper  will  meet  the  eye  of  fome 
per  fori  qualified  for  the  talk.  It 
would  be  an  expenfive  work,  in  all 
probability,  bocaufe  it  muft  neceffa- 
rily  be  a  voluminous  one,  but  the 
expence  would  be  more  than  de¬ 
frayed  by  a  general  fubfcription 
among  the  unhappy  fufferers. 

1  have  already  hinted  that  the 
frequency  of  thefe  calamities  ren¬ 
ders  fuch  a  work  more  'necelTary  than 
all  our  other  fyftems  of  philofophy. 
A  man  cannot  lofe  above  two  or 
three  affectionate  wives  in  his  whole 
life :  but  he  may  lofe  a  fplendid 
dinner  every  week  ;  and  a  lady  of 
rank  may  weep  over  the  grave  of 
twenty  lap-dogs,  before  fhe  has  an 
opportunity  to  pay  the  laft  duties  of 
friendfhip  to  a  much-lamented  huff 
hand.  We  may  not  be  ambitious  of 
a  place  at  court,  but  it  is  infupport- 
srble  not  to  have  a  place  at  a  new 
play.  We  may  not  be  defirous  to 
make  a  fortune  rapidly,  but  not  to 
make  a  party  rapidly  when  “  Rane- 
lagh  "  ftrikes  upon  the  ear,  is  one  of 
the  moft  trying'  “  calamities  that 
flefh  is  heir  to." 

I  am,  fir,  yonr's, 

Solomon  Sympathy. 

Feb.  io. 
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Outlines  of  a  Hiftory  of  Snuff  and 
Tobacco. 

[From  the  fame.'\ 

Sir, 

IN  your  Magazine  for  February, 
a  query  was  propofed  by  InquisW 
tive,  to  the  following  purpofe  ; — - 
“  How  far  back  can  the  practice  of 
fmoking  and  taking  fnuff,  whether 
of  tobacco  or  any  other  fubftance, 
be  traced;  and  to  what  part  of  the 
world  I  have  as  yet  feeii  no  an- 
fwer  to  this  query,  which  I  am  fur- 
prifed  at,  beeaufe  we  live  in  an  age, 
the  wifdom  of  which  is  very  qvefl ion- 
able,  and  we  abound  with  antiquaries 
whole  refearehes  are  generally  di¬ 
rected  to  objeCts  of  far  less  import¬ 
ance. 

’  I  muft  confefs,  however,  that' the 
queftion  alarmed  me  not  a  little;  I 
confefs,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  am 
a  fnuffftaker,  both  upon  princi¬ 
ple  and  practice  ;  and  vtere  I  diff 
pofed  to  flatter  my  brown  compa¬ 
nion,  I  fnould  fay  as  much  in  its  fa¬ 
vour  as  ever  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  of  his 

tea,  or  Dr.  — - can  fay  of  his  pipe. 

I  was,  therefore,  alarmed  left  my 
favourite  ihould  link  under  the 
weight  of  invefrigation  invited  by 
your  correfpondent,  and  I  had  pre¬ 
pared  arffwers  of  all  kinds  to  what¬ 
ever  objections  might  be  brought 
forward.  Noperfon,  however,  has  yet 
ftept  forward  to  curb  the  luxurious 
cravings  of  a  nofe,  and  I  am  hope¬ 
ful  that  the  prefent  alarm  will  end, 
as  the  fubjeCt  of  it  frequently  does, 
in  fmoke. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  a  very  good 
hiftory  might  be  made  of  fnuff,  and 
to  a  hiftory  I  have  no  objection. — • 
We  have  very  voluminous  hiftories 
of  things  of"  far  lefs  eonfequence 
than  fnuff,  which  brings  more  than 
half  a  million  of  money  to  the  Ex¬ 
chequer, 
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Chequer,  and  comforts  the  harmlefs 
propenfities  of  many  millions  of 
good  and  wife  men.  I  have  often 
thought  that  a  clever  antiquary 
might  make  a  couple  of  very  hand- 
fome  folios  on  this  fubjedt,  written 
quite  after  the  new  manner;  and 
having  myfelf  often  meditated  on 
it,  efpecially  when  at  a  pinch,  I  beg 
leave  to  offer  you  the  outlines  of  my 
plan. 

I  have  faid  that  this  hiftory 
might  extend  to  two  folios; — per¬ 
haps,  if  encouragement  followed  the 
undertaking,  as  no  doubt  it  would, 
another  folio  might  be  added,  by 
way  of  Appendix.  The  outline  is 
as  follows  : 

History  of  Snuff  and  Tobacco, 

from  the  earlieji  'period  to  the 
prefent  day. 

Vol.  T.  Book  i.  Preliminary 
obfervations.  Defcription  of  the 
nofe,  with  anatomical  plates.  Size 
of  nofes.  Digreffion  on  Roman 
nofes.  Query.  Whether  long  nofes 
are  fymptomatic,  or  per  fe?  Dif- 
eafes  of  the  nofe.  Origin  of  tobacco 
— plates  of  the  plant — a  map  of 
Virginia,  with  a  hiftory  of  the 
country,  from  the  firft  planting  of 
puritans  and  tobacco  there.  Origin 
of  the  name,  from  Virgin,  the 
epithet  of  queen  Elizabeth. 

Book  2.  Hiftory  of  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth.  Introduction  of 
tobacco — manufactured  firft  into 
fnuff- — view  of  a  fnuflf  mill  of  the 
year  1560.  Enquiry  who  took  the 
firft  pinch  ?  Efiay  on  fneezing. — 
Whether  the  ancients  fneezed,  and 
at  what  ?  A  tranflation  of  Strada's 
book  on  fneezing,  with  a  life  of  the 
author,  in  the  manner  of  Mr.  Bof- 
well.  Why  pray  to  God  to  blefs 
people  who  fneeze  ? 

Book  3.  Conne&ion  of  fneezing 
with  good  manners— origin  of  hand¬ 


kerchiefs— full-width  views  of  feve- 
ral  handkerchiefs,  proving  that  they 
were  marked  with  the  owners'  names 
at  full  length,  and  that  initials  is  a 
modern  invention.  Differtation  on 
fempftreffes ;  high  origin  of  men- 
milliners  and  men-mantua-makers 
— quotations  from  Shakfpeare — de¬ 
rivation  of  the  word  fnuff,  and  ac¬ 
curate  difcriminatiorts  between  fnuff- 
ing  and  taking  fnuff;  the  former 
applied  only  to  candles. 

Book  4.  Whether  it  was  ufual  to 
take  fnuff  in  parliament  ? — Debates 
on  the  queen's  marriage  with  the 
duke  D'Alenfon — persecutions  of 
the  puritans — fnuff-boxes  made  of 
wood — dendrological  difquifitions  on 
Englifh  trees— -Sir  Francis  Drake's 
fleet,  and  proofs  that  the  failors’  al¬ 
lowance  of  tobacco  was  not  fo  great 
then  as  now — origin  of  navigation — 
firft  principles  of  naval  architecture 
■ — Appendix,  on  the  ufe  of  fnuff  in 
the  pulpit. 

Vol.  II.  Book  1.  Acceftion  of 
James  II. — Particular  account  of 
all  the  branches^  of  the  Stuart  fa¬ 
mily — troubles  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  as  connected  with  fmok- 
ing — portraits  of  feveral  eminent 
fnuff- takers  in  the  parliament  army 
• — oval  fnuff-boxes  firft  ufed  by  the 
round-heads — manufacture  of-  to¬ 
bacco-pipes — natural  hiftory  of  clays 
— with  a  digreffion  on  making  of 
bricks — Roman  bricks — account  of 
the  building  of  London  Wall. 

Book  2.  State  of  fnuff  during 
the  commonwealth — restoration  of 
Charles  II — hiftorical  proofs  that 
the  nation  muft  have  been  at  at 
pinch. 

Book  3.  Fire  of  London — quan¬ 
tity  of  fnuff*  confumed  — fome  calcu¬ 
lation  on  the  number  of  pipes  broke, 
burnt,  or  otherwife  damaged-— an 
enquiry  into  the  part  the  papilts 

took- 
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took  in  this  calamity — origin  of 
whiffs — the  whiff's  originally  came 
from  Wales — topographical defcrip- 
tion  of  Wales,  with  maps  of  the 
counties — Tell  and  corporation  a<5ls 
pafled—ihuff  taken  upon  that  occa- 
jfion. 

Book  4.  Continuation  of  the 
hiftory  of  fnuff  to  the  Union — intro¬ 
duction  of  Scotch  fnuff — found  to  be 
very  pungent  and  penetrating — got 
a  footing  in  London,  which  it  lias 
kept  ever  fince.  Plate  of  the  fign 
of  the  Highlander,  from  an  original 
drawing  in  the  year  1715. — Accef- 
fion  of  George  II. — Snuff-boxes 
made  of  gold  and  filver — account  of 
the  firll:  fnuff- box  that  was  ftolen — 
differ tation  on  the  police — number 
of  thieves  in  London  —  hints  for  new 
laws — difmiffion  of  fir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole,  and  the  introduction  of  Macaha, 

Book  5.  The  reign  of  George  III. 

* — Scotch  fnuff  introduced  at  court 
— Strafburgh  arid  other  German 
fnuffs  in  fafifion— anecdotes  of  John 
Wilkes — biographical  notices  of 
Mr.  Hardham — invention  of  thirty  - 
/even — plan  of  the  ftreets  thirty 
yards  round  Hardham’s  (hop— na¬ 
tional  reflections  on  Irifh  blackguard 
— -fuccefs  of  Wilkes — calculation  of 
the  confumption  of  tobacco  during 
the  American  war— hiftory  of  that 
war,  from  the  origin — on  female 
fnuft-takers,  with  an  appendix  on 
clean  tuckers — debates  on  the  to¬ 
bacco  excife  bill — prefent  ltate  of 
fnuff,  and  its  influence  on  morals — - 
introduction  of  French  boxes — great 
tumults  therefrom — c 0 nc  1  u fio n  —  in¬ 
dex — and  lift  of  fubfcribers. 

The  wide  to  be  embellifhed  with 
portraits  of  the  moft  eminent  fnuft- 
takers,  from  the  time  of  queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  with  biographical  notices — 
views  of  remarkable  fnuff-fhops — 
ruins  of  famous  tobacco-pipes,  and 


other  fubjeCts,  engraved  by  the  moft 
eminent  artifts. 

Such,  fir,  is  the  outline  of  my 
fcheme.  You  will  perceive,  that  in. 
my  arrangement,  1  exactly  copy  the 
cuftom  of  the  moft  famous  volumi¬ 
nous  writers,  and  a  work  thus  exe¬ 
cuted  could  not  fail  to  have  a  rapid 
circulation,  efpecially  among  the 
venders  of  the  article  which  it  com¬ 
memorates. 

I  am,  fir,  yours,  &c. 

Stern  utatorius. 


Mifcellaneous  Calculations ,  relative 
to  Man ,  and  other  Animals, 

[ From  the  German .] 
NATURAL  HISTORY. 

A  table  of  the  duration  of  life 
in  certain  animals  : 

Y  ears. 

The  Cricket  -  -  m 

The  Spider  (fometimes  more  than)  1 
The  Scorpion,  generally  (and  fome¬ 
times  more  than)  -  j 


The  River  Crayfifh 

-  2© 

The  Carp  -  -  100  to  150 

The  Pike  (fometimes  more  than) 

40 

The  Crocodile  - 

100 

The  Tortoife 

100 

The  Hen 

10 

The  Peacock 

24 

The  Nightingale  and  Stork 

16  to  18 

The  Canary,  if  it  does  not  couple 

24 

— - — -  if  it  breeds  annually 

30 

The  Sparrow-hawk 

40 

The  Goofe 

50 

The  Swan  - 

300 

The  Eagle 

300 

The  Parrot 

I  30 

The  Rabbit,  from 

S  to  9 

The  Goat 

30 

The  Sheep 

IO 

The  Hog 

20 

The  Cat 

38 

The  Squirrel 

7 

The  Hare,  from 

7  to  8 

The  Doer,  from 

23  to  28 

The  Wolf 

20 

The  Bear  - 

20 

The  Fox  «* 
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The  Lion 

The  Cow  (fometimes  more  than) 
The  Bull 

The  Ox,  employed  in  agriculture 
The  Deer 
The  Horfe,  from 
The  Afs,  from 
The  Camel,  from 
The  Elephant,  from 


Years. 
60 
20 
30 

19 

20 

25  to  30 
25  to  50 
50  to  60 
150  to  200 


Man. — Political  Arithmetic. 

Suppofing  the  earth  peopled  with 
100,000,000  inhabitants,  and  allow¬ 
ing  35  years  for  a  generation,  it  has 
been  computed,  that  the  deaths  of 
each  year  amount  to  30,000,000 

Of  each  day,  to  -  82,135 

Of  each  hour,  to  - 

But  as  the  number  of  deaths  is  to 
the  number  of  births,  as  10  to  12, 
there  are  born,  every  year, 

36,000,000 

Every  day  -  98,569 

Every  hour  - 

If  mankind  had  not  been  doomed 
to  die,  there  would  have  been,  at 
prefent,  about  173,000  billions  of 
mortals  on  the  earth  ;  and  in  this 
cafe,  there  would  Hill  have  been 
9,1  ip  fquare  feet  of  earth  remaining 
for  each  man. 

Reckoning  only  three  generations 
during  a  century,  and  fuppofing,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  world  has 
only  exifted  5,700  years,  there  have 
been  only  171  generations  from  the 
creation  to  our  own  time,  124  fince 
the  deluge,  and  53  fince  the  Chriftian 
sera :  now,  as  no  family  in  Europe 
can  trace  its  origin  to  the  time  of 
Charlemagne,  it  follows,  that  the 
moft  ancient  houfes  cannot  reckon 
more  than  30  generations,  and  very 
few,  if  any,  can  go  fo  far  back  ;  but 
fup'poling  it  to  be  the  cafe,  what  is 
this,  but  1,000  years  illuftration, 
againfl  4,800  years  of  obfcurity  ? 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


On  an  equal  fpace,  where  there 
ex  ills, 


In  Iceland 

1 

There  is  in  Norway 

3 

Sweden. 

14 

Turkey 

36 

Poland 

Spain 

63 

Ireland 

99 

Switzerland 

1 14 

Great  Britain 

119 

Germany 

127 

England 

152 

France 

*53 

Italy 

172 

Naples 

192 

Venice 

196 

Holland 

224 

And  in  Malta 

U103 

Out  of  every  thoufand  men,  28 
die  off  annually. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  a 
city  or  country,  is  renewed  nearly 
every  thirty  years. 

Of  200  children,  no  more  than 
one  dies  in  the  birth. 

Of  100,  one  does  not  die  during 
the  mother’s  lying-in. 

Of  1,000  infants,  fed  by  means  of 
the  mother’s  milk,  not  above  300 
die  ;  but  of  the  fame  number  reared 
by  wet  n urfes,  500  die.  The  mor¬ 
tality  of  children  has  augmented 
greatly  during  the  prefent  luxurious 
age ;  convullions  and  teething  kill 
the  greater  number  of  them. 

The  natural  fmalf-pox  ufually 
carries  off  eight  in  every  hundred 
attacked  by  it;  but  of  300  inocu¬ 
lated,  no  more  than  one  dies. 

Among  3,125  who  die,  it  appears, 
by  the  regifters,  that  there  is  only 
one  perfon  of  100  years  of  age. 

More  old  men  are  to  be  found  on 
elevated  lituations,  than  on  plains 
and  vallies. 

The  proportion  between  the  deaths 
of  women,  and  that  of  men,  is  as  100 
to  108.  The  probable  duration  of 
female  lives  is  60;  but  alter  that 
I  period 
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period,  the  calculation  is  more  fa¬ 
vourable  to  them,  than  to  the  males, 

Married  women  live  longer  than 
maidens. 

In  the  country,  the  fpring  is  the 
moft  fatal  period  ;  but  in  great  cities, 
it  is  the  winter. 

One  half  of  thofe  who  are  born, 
die  before  they  attain  the  age  of 
17  :  thus,  they  who  furvive  that 
period,  enjoy  a  degree  of  happinefs, 
which  a  moiety  of  the  human  race 
is  unable  to  attain. 

The  number  of  old  men,  who  die 
in  cold  weather,  is  to  the  number 
of  thofe  who  die  in  warm  weather, 
as  7  to  4. 

According  to  the  obfervation  of 
Boerhaave,  the  molt  healthy  children 
are  born  in  the  months  of  January, 
February,  and  March. 

The  married  women  are  to  the 
unmarried,  in  the  ratio  of  1  to  3  ; 
and  the  married  to  the  unmarried 
men,  as  3  to  5.  The  number  of 
twins  born,  is  to  that  of  fingle 
children,  as  1  to  65  or  70. 

The  number  of  marriages  is  to 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  country, 
as  175  to  1,000. 

In  the  country,  there  are  about 
four  children  produced  by  every 
marriage  ;  in  cities,  there  are  but 
35  to  10  marriages. 

The  men  able  to  bear  arms,  form 
the  fourth  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  a  country. 


Number  of  inhabitants  in  all  the 
great  cities  and  towns  of  the  world  : 
A  mlterdam  220,000  Baftia  (in  Cor- 


Aflracan 

70,000 

fica) 

5,000 

Avignon 

10,000 

Batavia 

144,000 

Bagdad 

500,000 

Bergen 

16,000 

Barcelona 

63,000 

Berlin 

151,000 

JA!e,  Baflc, 

or 

Berne 

10,000 

Bafii  - 

15,000 

Birmingham  60,000 

G  1  S  T  E  R, 

1797- 

Bologna 

70,000 

Madrid 

3  54,<SO«r 

Bonne 

11,000 

Manchefter 

65,000 

Bofton 

25,000 

Manheim 

22,000 

Bourdeaux 

150,000 

Mantua 

28,000 

Bremen 

40,000 

Marfeilles 

30,000 

Breflaw 

6o,oco 

Mentz 

27,000 

Bred 

24,000 

Mexico 

160,000 

Briftol 

60,000 

Milan 

132,000 

Brunfwick 

28,000 

Modena 

30,000 

Bruffels 

80,000 

Mofcow 

5*0,000 

Bn  da 

21,000 

Nantes 

80,000 

Cadiz 

30,000 

Naples 

440,000 

Cairo 

200,000 

Newcaflle 

40,000 

Calcutta 

600,000 

Nice 

12,000 

Charleston 

1 1,000 

Norwich 

40,006 

Coblentz 

12,000 

Oftend 

16,000 

Conftantin© 

- 

Padua 

38,006 

pie  1, 

000,000 

Palermo 

120,000 

Copenhagen  90,000 

Paris 

600,000 

Cork 

87,000 

Pekin  2,000,000 

Dantzig 

48,000 

Peterfburgh  220,000 

Drefden 

50,000 

Philadelphia  35,000 

Dublin 

150,000 

Pita 

20,000 

Edinburgh 

85,000 

Potfdam 

28,000 

Embden 

7, 5  oo 

Ratilbon 

22,000 

Florence 

84,000 

Rome 

165,000 

Franck  fort 

43,000 

Rotterdam 

50,000 

Ghent 

6o,o®o 

Seville 

120,000 

Genoa 

3 10,000 

Stockholm 

So,  000 

Geneva 

27,000 

Shalmud 

13,000 

Glafgow 

30,000 

Strafbourg 

47>oco 

Gottingen 

7,600 

Stutgard 

23,000 

Gotha 

11,000 

Thorn 

10,000 

Gottenburg 

20,000 

Tiboli 

18,000 

Blamburgh 

120,000 

Toboltk 

15,000 

Hanover 

16,400 

Toledo 

20,000 

Haerlem 

20,000 

Zanguebar 

15,000 

The  Hague 

37,000 

Triefte 

18, coo- 

Laufannej 

8,coo 

Turin 

80,000 

Leyden 

48,000 

Venice 

150,000 

Leiplic 

32,000 

Verona 

57,000 

Liverpool 

60,000 

Verfaiiles 

40,000 

Liege 

82,000 

Vienna 

270,000 

Limeric 

32,000 

Ulm 

15,000 

LiSbon 

200,000 

Utrecht 

32,000 

Leghorn 

45,000 

War  fa  w 

120,000 

London  1 

,000,000 

Wellar 

4,600 

Loretto 

4,000 

Wittenberg 

7,oco 

Lubec 

30,000 

Wurzeburg 

20,000 

Lucerne 

6,394 

York 

12,7-00 

Lucca 

3,000 

Yverdon 

2,200 

Lyons 

150,000 

Zittau 

10,000 

Madras 

300,000 

Zurie 

12,000 

POETRY. 
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ODE  FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR,  1797. 

BY  HENRY  JAMES  PYE,  ESQ.  POET-LAUREAT, 

I. 

O’ER  the  vex’d  bofom  of  the  deep, 

When  rufhing  wild,  with  frantic  hafte, 

The  winds  with  angry  pinions  fweep 
The  furface  of  the  wat’ry  wafte. 

Though  the  firm  veflel  proudly  brave 
The  inroad  of  the  giant  wave, 

Though  the  bold  feaman’s  firmer  foul 
Views  unappall’d  the  billowy  mountains  roll, 

Yet  ftill  along  the  murky  fky 
Anxious  he  throws  th’  enquiring  eye, 

If  haply  through  the  gloom  that  round  him  low’rs 
Shoots  one  refulgent  ray,  prelude  of  happier  hours, 

II. 

So  Albion,  round  her  rocky  coaft, 

While  loud  the  rage  of  battle  roars, 

Derides  Xnvafion’s  haughty  boaft; 

Safe  in  her  wave-encircled  Ihores, 

Still  fafer  in  her  dauntless  baud, 

Lords  of  her  feas,  or  guardians  of  her  land, 

Whofe  patriot  zeal,  whofe  bold  emprize, 

Rife  as  the  fiorms  of  danger  rife  ; 

Yet,  temp’ring  glory’s  ardent  flame 
With  gentle  mercy’s  milder  claim, 

She  bends  from  fcenes  of  blood  th’  averted  eye* 

And  courts  the  fmiles  of  peace  ’mid  ftiouts  of  victory, 

III. 

She  courts  in  vain  ! — The  ruthless  foe, 

Deep  drench’d  in  blood,  yet  thirfting  ftill  for  more, 

Deaf  to  the  fhrieks  of  agonizing  woe, 

Views  with  rapacious  eye  each  neighbouring  (hore. 

Mine  be  th’  eternal  fway,  aloud  he  cries ; 

Where’er  my  fword  prevails,  my  conqu’ring  banner  flies. 

I  2  IV* 
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IV. 

Genius  of  Albion,  hear  ; 

Grafp  the  flrong  fhield,  and  fhake  th’  avenging  fpear. 

By  wreaths  ttty  hardy  fons  of  yore 
From  Gallia’s  creft  victorious  tore  ; 

By  Edward's  lily-blazon'd  fhield  ; 

By  Agincourt’s  high-trophy 'd  field  ; 

By  rath  Iberia's  naval  pride, 

Whelm’d  by  Eliza’s  barks  beneath  the  Itormy  tide ; 

Call  forth  thy  warrior  race  again, 

Breathing  to  ancient  mood  the  foul-infpiring  ftrain, — - 
*  “  To  arms  !  your  enfigns  flraight  display ! 
u  Now  fet  the  battle  in  array  ! 
u  The  oracle  for  war  declares, 

“  Succefs  depends  upon  our  hearts  and  fpears. 

“  Britons,  ftrike  home  !  revenge  your  country's  wrongs; 
“  Fight,  and  record  yourfelves  in  Druid  fongs  1” 


ODE  FOR  HIS  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH-DAY,  1797. 

BY  HENRY  JAMES  PYE,  ESQ.  POET-LAUREAT. 

Set  to  Mvjic  by  Sir  W.  Parfons ,  Muf.  XX 

AWHILE  the  frowning  Lord  of  arms 

Shall  yield  to  gentler  pow'rs  the  plain ; 

Lo!  Britain  greets  the  milder  charms 
Of  Cytherea's  reign. 

Mute  is  the  trumpet’s  brazen  throat, 

And  the  fweet  flute’s  melodious  note 

Floats  on  the  foft  ambrolial  gale ; 

The  fportive  Loves  and  Graces  round, 

Beating  with  jocund  ftep  the  ground, 

Th'  auipicious  nuptials  hail  ! 

The  Mufes  ceale  to  weave  the  wreath  of  war, 

But  hang  their  rofeate  flow'rs  on  Hymen’s  golden  car ! 

When  o’er  Creation’s  blotted  face 

Drear  Night  her  fable  banner  rears, 

And  veils  fair  Nature’s  vernal  grace, 

Encircled  round  by  doubts  and  fears. 

Through  darkfome  mills  and  chilling  dews 
His  path  the  wand'rer’s  foot  purfues, 

Till,  fhining  clear  in  orient  fkies, 

He  views  the  ftar  of  Venus  rise, 

*  Thefe  laft  lines  were  inferted  at  the  defire  of  the  Kinj. 

And 
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And  joys  to  fee  the  genial  pow’r: 

Bright  harbinger  of  morning’s  hour! 

And  now  a  flood  of  radiance  ftreams 
From  young  Aurora’s  blufhing  beams, 

Till  rob’d  in  gorgeous  Hate,  the  orb  of  day 
Spreads  o’er  the  laughing  earth  his  full  refulgent  ray  ! 

Bleft  be  the  omen,  royal  pair  ! 

O  may  the  hymeneal  rite, 

That  joins  the  valiant  and  the  fair, 

Shed  on  the  nations  round  its  placid  light ! 
Her  fertile  plain  though  Albion  fee 
From  favage  deveftation  free; 

Though  with  triumphant  fail  the  reign 
Sole  Emprefs  of  the  fubject  main, 

She  longs  to  bid  the  thunders  deep 
Which  fhake  the  regions  of  the  deep, 

That  crowding  nations  far  and  wide, 

Borne  peaceful  o’er  the  ambient  tide, 

May  fhare  the  bleflings  that  endear  the  day 
Which  gave  a  patriot  king  a  patriot  race  to  fway  ! 
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CHARACTER  OF  THE  BARD. 
[From  Purfuiis  of  Literature.  Part  IV.] 
Author. 

HEAR  yet  awhile  : — the  dread  refiftlefs  pow’r, 
That  works  deep-felt,  at  infpiration’s  hour, 

He  claims  alone — * 

Octavius. 

Who  claims  ? 

Author. 

The  favour’d  Bard, 
Who  nobly  confcious  of  his  juft  reward, 

With  loftier  foul  and  undecaying  might, 

Paints  what  he  feels  in  characters  of  light. 

Hears  in  each  blaft  fome  confecrated  rhyme, 
Trac’d  by  the  fpirit  of  the  troublous  clime. 

He  turns  :  and  inftantaneous  all  around 
Clift’s  whiten,  waters  murmur,  voices  found, 
Portentous  forms  in  heav’ns  aerial  hall 
Appear,  as  at  fome  great  fupernal  call. 

Thence  oft  in  thought  his  fteps  ideal  halte 
To  rocks  and  groves,  the  wilderness  or  wafte  ; 

To  where  old  Tadmor’s  regal  ruins  lie 
In  defolation’s  fullen  majelty  ; 

13 
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Or  where  Carthufian  tow’rs  the  pilgrim  draw, 

And  bow  the  foul  with  imrefifted  awe, 

Where  Bruno  from  the  mountain’s  pine-clad  brow, 
Survey’d  the  world’s  inglorious  toil  below  ; 

Then  as  down  rugged  cliffs  the  torrent  roar’d, 

Proftrate  great  Nature’s  prefent  God  ador’d, 

And  bade,  in  folitude’s  extremeft  bourn, 

Religion  hallow  the  fevere  fojourn. 

To  Him  the  Painter  gives  his  pencil’s  might ; 

No  gloom  too  dreadful,  and  no  blaze  too  bright; 

What  time  to  mortal  ken  he  dares  unveil 
The  inexpreffive  form,  in  femblance  frail. 

To  the  ftrain’d  view  prefents  the  yawning  tomb, 
Subftantial  horrors,  and  eternal  doom. 

To  Him  the  pow’rs  of  harmony  refort, 

And  as  with  random  glance  and  fiercer  port, 
lie  fcans  th’  aetherial  wildernefs  around, 

Pour  on  his  ear  the  thrilling  ftream  of  found, 

Strains  that  from  full -fining  chords  at  difiance  fwell, 
Notes,  breathing  foft  from  mufic’s  in  molt  cell, 

While  to  their  numerous  paufe  or  accent  deep, 

His  wond’rous  pafiions  dread  accordance  keep. 

Thence  mufing,  lo,  he  bends  his  weary  eyes 
On  life,  and  all  its  fad  realities; 

Marks  how  the  profped  darkens  in  the  rear, 

Shade  blends  with  fhade,  and  fear  fucceeds  to  fear, 

Mid  forms  that  flit  through  the  malignant  gloom, 

Till  death  unbar  the  cold  fepulchral  room. 

Such  is  the  Poet :  bold,  without  confine, 
Imagination’s  “  charter’d  libertine.” 

He  fcorns  in  apathy  to  float  or  dream 
On  lifilefs  fatisfadtion’s  torpid  ftream, 

But  dares  alone  in  vent’rous  bark  to  ride, 

Down  turbulent  delight’s  tempefluous  tide ; 

Where  thoughts  encountering  thoughts  in  conflict  fierce, 
Tumultuous  rufh,  and  labour  into  verfe, 

Then  as  the  fwelling  numbers  round  him  roll, 

Stamps  on  th’  immortal  page  the  vifions  of  bis  foul. 


PALINODIA. 

[From  Poems ,  by  William  Mason,  M.  A.  Vol.  III. J 

l.i. 

SAY  did  I  err,  chafte  Liberty  ! 

W  hen,  warm  with  youthful  fire, 

1  gave  the  vernal  fruits  to  thee 
That  ripen’d  on  my  lyre  ? 
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When,  round  thy  twin-born  fitter’s  fhrine, 

I  taught  the  flowers  of  verfe  to  twine 
And  blend  in  one  their  freth  perfume; 

Forbade  them,  vagrant  and  disjoin’d, 

To  give  to  ev’ry  wanton  wind 

Their  fragrance  and  their  bloom  ? 

I.  2. 

Or  did  I  err,  when,  free  to  chufe 
Mid  fabling  Fancy’s  themes, 

I  led  my  voluntary  Mufe 

To  groves  and  haunted  ftreams; 

Difdain’d  to  take  that  gainful  road, 

Which  many  a  courtly  bard  had  trod, 

And  aim’d  but  at  felf-planted  bays  ? 

I  fwept  my  lyre,  enough  for  me, 

If  what  that  lyre  might  warble  freo 
My  free-born  friends  might  praife. 

1 .  3* 

And  art  thou  mute  ?  or  does  the  fiend  that  rides 
Yon  fulphurous  tube,  by  tigers  drawn, 

Where  feas  of  blood  roll  their  increafing  tides 
Beneath  his  wheels  while  myriads  groan, 

Does  he  with  voice  of  thunder  make  reply  ; 

44  I  am  the  genius  of  ftern  Liberty, 

Adore  me  as  thy  genuine  choice  ; 

Know,  where  I  hang  with  wrreaths  my  facred  tree 
Power  undivided,  juft  Equality 
Are  born  at  my  creative  voice 

II.  l. 

Avaunt,  abhorr’d  Democracy! 

Q  for  Ithuriel’s  fpear  ! 

To  fliew  to  Party’s  jaundic’d  eye 
The  fiend  fhe  moil  fhould  fear, 

To  turn  her  from  th’  infernal  fight, 

To  where  array’d  in  robes  of  light 
True  Liberty  on  feraph  wing 
Defcends  to  Hied  that  blefling  rare, 

Of  equal  rights  an  equal  fhare 
To  people,  peers,  and  king. 

II.  2. 

To  her  alone  I  rais’d  my  ftrain, 

On  her  centennial  day, 

Fearlefs  that  age  fliould  chill  the  vein 
She  nounfh’d  with  her  ray. 

l  ^r. 
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And  what,  if  glowing  at  the  theme, 

Humanity  in  vivid  dream, 

Gave  to  my  mind  impatient  Gaul 
(Ah  !  flattering  dream,  difmifs’d  by  fate 
Too  quickly  thro’  the  ivory  gate) 

Freed  from  defpotic  thrall? 

n.  3. 

When  Ruin,  heaving  his  gigantic  mace, 

(Call’d  to  the  deed  by  lleafon’s  voice,) 

Crufli’d,  proud  Baftile  !  thv  turrets  to  their  bafe, 
Was  it  not  virtue  to  rejoice? 

That  power  alone,  whofe  all  combining  eye 
Beholds,  what  he  ordains,  futurity  ? 

Could  that  tremendous  truth  reveal, 

That,  ere  fix  funs  had  round  the  zodiac  roll’d 
Their  beams,  aftonilhed  Europe  fliould  behold 
All  Gallia,  one  immenfe  Baftile  ? 

III.  1. 

Is  it  not  virtue  to  repine 

When  thus  transform’d  the  fcene  ? 

“  Ah  !  no,”  replied,  in  ft  rain  divine, 

The  heav’n-defcending  queen. 

And,  as  the  fung,  (lie  (hot  a  ray, 

Mild  as  the  orient  dawn  of  May, 

Enlightening  while  it  calm’d  my  brain: 

“  Now  purg’d,  my  fon  !  from  error,  own 
My  bleflings  ne’er  were  meant  to  crown 
The  vicious,  or  the  vain. 

III.  2. 

u  Tis  only  thofe,  of  purer  clay 
From  fenfual  drofs  refin’d, 

In  whom  the  paftions  pleas’d  obey 
The  God  within  the  mind, 

Who  (bare  my  delegated  aid, 

Thro’  wifdom’s  golden  mean  convey’d 
From  the  firft  fource  of  fov’reign  good  ; 

All  elle  to  horrid  licence  tends, 

Springs  from  vindictive  pride,  and  ends 
In  anarchy  and  blood. 

mu.  3. 

“  Had  France  poffeft  a  lober  patriot  band, 

True  to  their  own,  and  nation’s  weal, 

Such  as  fair  Albion  bleft  thy  favor’d  land. 

When  Nafiau  came  thy  rights  to  feal ; 


She 
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She  might— but  why  compare  fuch  wide  extremes, 
Why  feek  for  Reafon  in  delirious  dreams? 

Rather  confign  to  exile  and  to  fhame 
Her  coward  princes,  her  luxurious  peers, 

Who  fed  the  hell-born  hydra  with  their  fears, 
That  now  ufurps  my  hallow’d  name.” 


SONG. 

[ From  the  fame.'] 

WHEN  fird  I  dared  by  foft  furprife 
To  breathe  my  love  in  Flavia’s  ear, 

I  faw  the  mixt  fenfations  rise 

Of  trembling  joy  and  pleafing  fear; 

Her  cheek  forgot  its  roly  hue, 

For  what  has  Art  with  Love  to  do  ? 

But  foon  the  crimfon  glow  returned, 

Ere  half  my  pafiion  was  exprell, 

The  eye  that  closed,  the  cheek  that  burn’d, 

The  quivering  lip,  the  panting  bread;, 

Shewed  that  (he  wifhed,  or  thought  me  true, 

For  what  has  Art  with  Love  to  do? 

Ah  !  fpeak,  I  cryed,  thy  foft  affent : 

She  drove  to  fpeak,  (he  could  but  figh ; 

A  glance,  more  heavenly  eloquent 
Left  language  nothing  to  fupply. 

She  pred  my  hand  with  fervour  new ; 

For  what  has  Art  with  Love  to  do  ? 

Ye  pra&ifed  Nymphs,  who  form  your  charms 
By  Fa(hion’s  rules,  enjoy  your  (kill ;  * 

Torment  your  Sw7ains  with  falfe  alarms, 

And,  ere  you  cure,  pretend  to  kill : 

Still,  dill  your  fex's  wiles  purfue  ; 

Such  tricks  (he  leaves  to  Art  and  You. 

Secure  of  native  powers  to  pleafe, 

My  Flavia  icorns  all  mean  pretence  ; 

Her  form  is  elegance  and  eafe, 

Her  foul  is  truth  and  innocence ; 

And  thefe,  O  heartfelt  ecftaey  ! 

She  gives  to  Honour,  Love,  and  Me. 

THE 
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THE  EXILE. —By  M.  G.  Lewis,  Efq. 

FAREWELL,  oh  native  Spain  !  farewell  for  ever  ! 

Thefe  banillied  eyes  fhall  view  thy  eoafts  no  more  : 

A  mournful  prefage  tells  my  heart,  chat  never 
Gonzalvo’s  fleps  again  fhall  prefs  thy  fhore. 

Hurtled  are  the  winds  ;  while  foft  the  veffel  failing 
With  gentle  motion  plows  the  unruffled  main, 

I  feel  my  bofom’s  boafted  courage  failing, 

And  curfe  the  waves  which  bear  me  far  from  Spain* 

I  fee  it  yet !  Beneath  yon  blue  clear  heaven 
'  Still  do  the  fpires,  fo  well-beloved,  appear. 

From  yonder  craggy  point  the  gale  of  even 
Still  wafts  my  native  accents  to  mine  ear. 

Propped  on  fome  mofs-crowned  rock,  and  gaily  tinging, 

There  in  the  fun  his  nets  the  fifher  dries  ; 

Oft  have  I  heard  the  plaintive  ballad,  bringing 
Scenes  of  pall  joys  before  my  forrowing  eyes. 

Ah  !  happy  fwain  !  he  waits  the  accuftomed  hour, 

When  twilight-gloom  obfcures  the  ciofing  fky  ; 

Then  gladly  feeks  his  loved  paternal  bower, 

And  (hares  the  feaft  his  native  fields  fupply. 

Friendfhip  and  Love,  his  cottage  guefts,  receive  him 
With  honefl  welcome  and  with  fmile  fincere  : 

No  threatening  woes  of  prefent  joys  bereave  him ; 

No  flgh  his  bofom  owns,  his  cheek  no  tear. 

Ah !  happy  fwain  !  fuch  blifs  to  me  denying, 

Fortune  thy  lot  with  envy  bids  me  view  ; 

Me,  who,  from  home  and  Spain  an  exile  flying. 

Bid  all  I  value,  all  I  love,  adieu  ! 

/ 

No  more  mine  ear  fhall  lift  the  well-known  ditty 
Sung  by  fome  mountain-girl,  who  tends  her  goats, 

Some  village-fwain  imploring  amorous  pity, 

Or  fhepherd  chanting  wild  his  ruftic  notes. 

No  more  my  arms  a  parent’s  fond  embraces. 

No  more  my  heart  domeltic  calm  muft  know; 

Far  from  thefe  joys,  with  fighs  which  memory  tracer, 

To  fultry  fkies  and  diflant  climes  I  go. 

Where  Indian  funs  engender  new  difeafes, 

Where  fnakes  and  tigers  breed,  I  bend  my  way, 

To  brave  the  feverifh  third;  no  art  appeafes, 

The  yellow  plague,  and  madding  blaze  of  day. 

:But 
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Bnt  not  to  feel  flow  pangs*  confume  my  liver, 

To  die  by  piece-meal  in  the  bloom  of  age, 

My  boiling  blood  drank  by  infatiate  fever, 

And  brain  delirious  with  the  day-dar's  rage, 

Can  make  me  know  fuch  grief,  as  thus  to  fever, 

With  many  a  bitter  figh,  dear  land  !  from  thee ; 

To  feel  this  heart  mnft  dote  on  thee  for  ever. 

And  feel  that  all  thy  joys  are  torn  from  me  ! 

Ah  me !  how  oft  will  fancy's  spells,  in  dumber, 

Recall  my  native  country  to  my  mind  ! 

How  oft  regret  will  bid  me  fadly  number 

Each  loft  delight,  and  dear  friend  left  behind  ! 

Wild  Murcia's  vales  and  loved  romantic  bowers, 

The  river  on  whofe  banks  a  child  I  played, 

My  cadle’s  antient  halls,  its  frowning  towers. 

Each  much-regretted  wood,  and  well-known  glade ; 

Dreams  of  the  land  where  all  my  willies  centre, 

Thy  fcenes,  which  I  am  doomed  no  more  to  know, 

Full  oft  lhall  memory  trace,  my  foul's  tormentor, 

And  turn  each  pleafure  pall  to  prefent  woe. 

But,  lo  !  the  fun  beneath  the  waves  retires; 

Night  fpeeds  apace  her  empire  to  reftore! 

Clouds  from  my  fight  obfcure  the  village-fpires, 

Now  feen  but  faintly,  and  now  feen  no  more. 

Oh  !  breathe  not,  winds  !  Still  be  the  water's  motion  t 
Sleep,  deep,  my  bark,  in  dlen.ee  on  the  main ! 

So,  when  to-morrow’s  light  fliall  gild  the  ocean, 

Once  more  mine  eyes  lhall  fee  the  coaft  of  Spain. 

Vain  is  the  widi !  My  lad  petition  fcorning, 

Frefli  blows  the  gale,  and  high  the  billows  fwell : 

Far  lhall  we  be  before  the  break  of  morning : 

Oh  !  then,  for  ever,  native  Spain,  farewell ! 

- - - - - - - - m  .WM  . t 

LOV1J  AND  AGE. 

[By  the  fame .] 

\ 

THE  night  was  dark  ;  the  wind  blew  cold ; 

Anacreon,  grown  morofe  and  old, 

Sat  by  his  fire,  and  fed  the  cheerful  flame : 

Sudden  the  cottage-door  expands, 

And,  lo  !  before  him  Cupid  Hands, 

Cads  round  a  friendly  glance,  and  greets  him  by  his  name. 
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“  What !  is  it  thou  ?”  the  ftartled  fire 
In  fullen  tone  exclaimed,  while  ire 
With  crimfon  flulhed  his  pale  and  wrinkled  cheek : 
u  Wouldft  thou  again  with  amorous  rage 
Inflame  my  bofom  ?  Steeled  by  age, 

Vain  boy,  to  pierce  my  bread  thine  arrows  are  too  weak. 

“  What  feek  you  in  this  defert  drear? 

No  fmiles  or  fports  inhabit  here  ; 

Ne’er  did  thefe  valleys  witnefs  dalliance  fweet: 

Eternal  winter  binds  the  plains ; 

Age  in  my  houfe  del'potic  reigns ; 

My  garden  boafts  no  flower,  my  bol’om  boafts  no  heat. 

u  Begone,  and  feek  the  blooming  bower, 

Where  fome  ripe  virgin  courts  thy  power, 

Or  bid  provoking  dreams  flit  round  her  bed ; 

On  Damon’s  amorous  bread;  repofe  ; 

Wanton  on  Chloe’s  lip  of  rofe, 

Or  make  her  blulhing  cheek  a  pillow  for  thy  head. 

u  Be  fuch  thy  haunts  !  Thefe  regions  cold 
Avoid!  Nor  think  grown  wife  and  old 
This  hoary  head  again  thy  yoke  (hall  bear : 

Remembering  that  my  faireft  years 
By  thee  were  marked  with  flghs  and  tears, 

I  think  thy  friendfhip  falfe,  and  fhim  the  guileful  fnare. 

“  I  have  not  yet  forgot  the  pains 
I  felt,  while  bound  in  Julia’s  chains  : 

The  ardent  flames  with  which  my  bofom  burned ; 

The  nights  I  paffed  deprived  of  reft ; 

The  jealous  pangs  which  racked  my  breaft ; 

My  difappointed  hopes,  and  pafiion  unreturned. 

“  Then  fly,  and  curfe  mine  eyes  no  more  ! 

Fly  from  my  peaceful  cottage-door ! 

No  day,  no  hour,  no  moment  (halt  thou  ftay. 

I  know  thy  falfehood,  fcorn  thy  arts, 

Diftruft  thy  fmiles,  and  fear  thy  darts: 

Traitor,  begone,  and  feek  fome  other  to  betray !” — 

“  Does  age,  old  man,  your  wits  confound  ?” 

Replied  the  offended  god,  and  frowned  : 

(His  frown  was  fweet  as  is  the  virgin’s  fmile  !) 

“  Do  you  to  me  thefe  words  addrefs  ? 

To  me,  who  do  not  love  you  lefs, 

Though  you  my  fiiendftiip  fcorn,  and  pleafures  paft  revile! 

“  If 
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“  If  one  proud  fair  you  chanced  to  find, 

An  hundred  other  nymphs  were  kind, 

Whofe  fmiles  might  well  for  Julia’s  frowns  atone: 

But  fuch  is  man !  his  partial  hand 
Unnumbered  favours  writes  on  fand, 

But  damps  one  little  fault  on  folid  lading  done. 

“  Ingrate  !  Who  led  you  to  the  wave, 

At  noon  where  Letbia  loved  to  lave  ? 

Who  named  the  bower  alone  where  Daphne  lay  ? 

And  who,  when  Celia  thriek’d  tor  aid, 

Bade  you  with  kifles  huth  the  maid? 

What  other  was’t  than  Love,  ohl  falfe  Anacreon,  fay? 

if  Then  you  could  call  me — i  Gentle  boy  ! 

<  My  only  blifs!  my  fource  of  joy  !’ 

Then  you  could  prize  me  dearer  than  your  foul ! 

Could  kits,  and  dance  me  on  your  knees ; 

And  fwear,  not  wine  itfelf  would  pleafe, 

Had  not  the  lip  of  Love  drft  touched  the  flowing  bowl ! 

“  Mud  thofe  fweet  days  return  no  more? 

Mud  1  for  aye  your  lots  deplore, 

Baniflied  your  heart,  and  from  your  favour  driven? 

Ah  !  no  ;  my  fears  that  lmile  denies  ; 

That  heaving  bread,  thofe  fparkling  eyes 
Declare  me  ever  dear,  and  all  my  faults  forgiven, 

“  Again  beloved,  edeemed,  carefled, 

Cupid  fhall  in  thine  arms  be  prefled, 

Sport  on  thy  knees,  or  on  thy  bofom  tleep  *. 

My  torch  thine  age-druck  heart  fliall  warm ; 

My  hand  pale  winter’s  rage  difarm, 

And  Youth  and  Spring  fliall  here  once  more  their  revels  keep.” 

A  feather  now  of  golden  hue 
He  fmiling  from  his  pinion  drew : 

This  to  the  poet’s  hand  the  bov  commits  ; 

And  flraight  before  Anacreon’s  eyes 
The  faired  dreams  of  fancy  rife, 

And  round  his  favoured  head  wild  inipiration  flits. 

His  bofom  glows  with  amorous*  fire  ; 

Eager  he  grafps  the  magic  lyre ; 

Swift  o’er  the  tuneful  chords  his  fingers  move  : 

The  feather  plucked  from  Cupid’s  wing 
Sweeps  the  too-long  negleded  dring, 

While  foft  Anacreon  tings  the  power  and  praife  of  Love. 
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Soon  as  that  name  was  heard,  the  woods 
Shook  off  their  fnows ;  the  melting  floods 
Broke  their  cold  chains,  and  winter  fled  away. 

Once  more  the  earth  was  decked  with  flowers ; 

Mild  zephyrs  breathed  through  blooming  bowers  ; 

High  towered  the  glorious  fun,  and  poured  the  blaze  of  day. 

Attracted  by  the  harmonious  found, 

Sylvans  and  fauns  the  cot  furround, 

And  curious  crowd  the  minftrel  to  behold  : 

The  wood-nymphs  hafte  the  fpell  to  prove ; 

Eager  they  run  ;  they  lift,  they  love, 

And,  while  they  hear  the  ftrain,  forget  the  man  is  old, 

Cupid,  to  nothing  conftant  long, 

Perched  on  the  harp  attends  the  fong, 

Or  ftifles  with  a  kifs  the  dulcet  notes  : 

Now  on  the  poet's  breaft  repofes, 

Now  twines  his  hoary  locks  with  rofes, 

Or  borne  on  wings  of  gold  in  wanton  circle  floats. 

Then  thus  Anacreon- — “  I  no  more 
At  other  fhrines  my  vows  will  pour, 

Since  Cupid  deigns  my  numbers  to  infpire  : 

From  Phoebus  or  the  blue-eyed  maid 
Now  flmll  my  verfe  requeft  no  aid, 

For  Love  alone  fhall  be  the  patron  of  my  lyre. 

“  In  lofty  ftrain,  of  earlier  days, 

I  fpread  the  king's  or  hero's  praife, 

And  ftruck  the  martial  chords  with  epic  fire : 

But  farewell,  hero  !  farewell,  king ! 

Your  deeds  my  lips  no  more  fhall  fing, 

For  love  alone  fhall  be  the  fubjedt  of  my  lyre.” 


APRIL. 

From  Elegiac  Sonnets,  and  other  Poems,  by  Charlotte  Smith, 

GREEN  o’er  the  copfes  Spring’s  fofl.  hues  are  fpreading* 

High  wave  the  reeds  in  the  tranfparent  floods; 

The  oak  its  fear  and  fallow  foliage  fliedding, 

From  their  mofs'd  cradles  start  its  infant  buds. 

Pale  as  the  tranquil  tide  of  Summer’s  ocean, 

The  willow  now  its  flender  leaf  unveils; 

And  thro'  the  fky,  with  fwiftly  fleeting  motion. 

Driven  by  the  wind,  the  rack  of  April  fails. 

The% 
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Then,  as  the  guft  declines,  the  healing  fhowers 
Fall  frefh  and  noifelefs  ;  while,  at  dole  of  day. 

The  low  fun  gleams  on  moift  and  half  blown  flowers, 

That  promife  garlands  for  approaching  May. 

Bleft  are  yon  peafant  children,  (imply  Tinging, 

Who  thro'  the  new-fprung  grafs  rejoicing  rove; 

More  bleft !  to  whom  the  time  fond  thought  is  bringing 
Of  friends  expe&ed,  or  returning  love. 

The  penfive  wanderer  bleft,  to  whom  reflection 

Points  out  fome  future  views  that  footh  his  mind; 

Me  how  unlike! — whom  cruel  recollection 
But  tells  of  comfort  I  (hall  never  find ! 

Hope,  that  on  Natures  youth  is  ftill  attending, 

No  more  to  me  her  fyren  fong  (hall  hng; 

Never  to  me  her  influence  extending, 

Shall  I  again  enjoy  the  days  of  fpring! 

Vet,  how  I  loved  them  once  thefe  fcenes  remind  me, 

When  light  of  heart,  in  childhood's  thoughtless  mirth* 

I  reck’d  not  that  the  cruel  lot  aflign’d  me 

Should  make  me  curfe  the  hour  that  gave  me  birth. 

Then,  from  thy  wild-wood  banks,  Aruna  !  roving, 

Thy  thymy  downs  with  fportive  fteps  I  fought ; 

And  Nature's  charms,  with  artlefs  tranfport  loving* 

Sung  like  the  birds,  unheeded  and  untaught. 

But  now  the  fpring-tide's  pleafant  hours  returning, 

Serve  to  awaken  me  to  fharper  pain ; 

Recalling  fcenes  of  agony  and  mourning. 

Of  baffled  hopes  and  prayers  preferr’d  in  vain, 

Thus  fhene  the  Sun,  his  vernal  rays  difplaying. 

Thus  did  the  woods  in  early  verdure  wave ; 

While  dire  difeafe  on  all  I  loved  was  preying, 

And  flowers  feemed  riling  but  to  ftrew  her  grave. 

Now,  'mid  reviving  blooms,  I  coldly  languifh, 

Spring  feems  devoid  of  joy  to  me  alone  ; 

Each  found  of  pleafure  aggravates  my  anguifh, 

And  fpeaks  of  beauty,  youth,  and  fweetnefs  gone! 

Yet,  as  ftern  duty  bids,  with  faint  endeavour 
I  drag  on  life,  contending  with  my  woe ; 

Tho’  confcious  mifery  ftill  repeats,  that  never 
My  foul  one  pleafurable  moment  know. 

Loft 
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Loft  in  the  tomb,  when  Hope  no  more  appeafes 
The  feftered  wounds  that  prompt  the  eternal  figh, 
Grief,  the  moft  fatal  of  the  heart’s  difeafes, 

Soon  teaches,  whom  it  fattens  on,  to  die. 

The  wretch  undone,  for  pain  alone  exifting, 

The  abjedt  dread  of  Death  lhall  fure  fubdue; 

And  far  from  his  decifive  hand  refifting, 

Rejoice  to  bid  a  world  like  this,  adieu ! 


A  DESCRIPTIVE  ODE, 

Suppofed  to  have  been  ’written  under  the  Ruins  of  Rufus* s  Cajile ,  among  the 
Remains  of  the  ancient  Church ,  on  the  IJle  of  Portland . 

[From  the  fame.'] 

CHAOTIC  pile  of  barren  ftone. 

That  Nature’s  hurrying  hand  has  thrown, 

Half  finilh’d,  from  the  troubled  waves; 

On  whole  rude  brow  the.  rifted  tower 
Has  frown’d  thro’  many  a  ftormy  hour, 

On  this  drear  lite  of  tempeft-beaten  graves. 

Sure  Defolation  loves  to  fhroud 
li  is  giant  form,  within  the  cloud 

That  hovers  round  thy  rugged  head  ; 

And  as  thro’  broken  vaults  beneath,  . 

The  future  ftorms,  low  muttering,  breathe, 

Hears  the  complaining  voices  of  the  dead. 

Here  marks  the  fiend,  with  eager  eyes, 

Far  out  at  lea  the  fogs  arile, 

That  dimly  fiiade  the  beacon'd  ftrand ; 

And  li  liens  the  portentous  roar 
Of  l’ullen  waves,  as  on  the  lhore, 

Monotonous,  they  burft,  and  tell  the  ftorm  at  hand. 

Northward  the  Demon’s  eyes  are  call, 

O’er  yonder  bare  and  fterile  wafte; 

Where,  born  to  hew  and  heave  the  block, 

Man,  loft  in  ignorance  arid  toil, 

Becomes  afiociate  to  the  foil, 

And  his  heart  hardens,  like  his  native  rock. 

■  On  the  bleak  hills,  with  flint  o’erfpread, 

No  bloffoms  rear  the  purple  head ; 

No  flirub  perfumes  the  Zephyr’s  breath; 

But  o’er  the  cold  and  cheerless  down, 

Grim  Defolation  l'eems  to  frown, 

Blafting  the  ungrateful  foil  with  partial  death. 
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Here  the  fcatlied  trees,  with  leaves  half  dref^ 

Shade  no  foft  fongfter’s  fecret  neffc, 

Whole  fpring-notes  foothe  the  penfive  ear ; 

But  high  the  croaking  cormorant  flies, 

And  mews  and  hawks,  with  clamorous  cries. 

Tire  the  lone  echo  of  thefe  caverns  drear. 

Perchance  among  the  ruins  grey, 

Some  widow’d  mourner  loves  to  firay, 

Marking  the  melancholy  main, 

Where  once,  afar  Ihe  could  dii’cern, 

O’er  the  white  waves  his  fail  return, 

Who  never,  never  now,  returns  again.! 

On  thefe  tone  tombs,  by  ftorms  up-torn, 

The  hopelefs  wretch  may  lingering  mourn. 

Till  from  the  ocean,  rifing  red, 

The  mifty  moon,  with  lurid  ray, 

Lights  her,  reiudtant,  on  her  way, 

To  deep  in  tears  her  folitary  bed. 

Hence  the  dire  fpirit  oft  furveys 
The  (hip,  that  to  the  weftern  bays, 

With  favouring  gales  purfues  its  courfe; 

Then  calls  the  vapour  dark,  that  blinds 
The  pilot — calls  the  felon  winds, 

That  heaves  the  billows  with  refiftlefs  force. 

Commixing  with  the  blotted  Ikies, 

High  and  more  high  the  wild  waves  rife, 

Till,  as  impetuous  torrents  urge, 

D  riven  on  yon  fatal  bank  accurft, 

The  veflel’s  mafiy  timbers  burft, 

And  the  crew  finks  beneath  the  infuriate  furge. 

There  finds  the  weak  an  early  grave, 

While  youthful  ftrength  the  whelming  wave 
Repels  ;  and  labouring  for  the  land, 

With  fliorten’d  breath  and  upturn’d  eyes, 

Sees  the  rough  (bore  above  him  rife, 

Nor  dreams  that  rapine  meets  him  on  the  ftrand. 

And  are  there,  then,  in  human  form, 

Monfters  more  favage  than  the  ftorm, 

Who  from  the  gafping  lufferer  tear  “ 

The  dripping  weed  ;  who  dare  to  reap 
The  inhuman  harveft  of  the  deep, 

From  half-drowned  victims,  whom  the  tempefts  fpare? 

Vol.  XXXIX.  Iv  Ah  ? 
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Ah  !  yes,  by  avarice  once  oppreft, 

No  pity  moves  the  ruftic  bread; 

Callous  he  proves — as  thofe  who  haply  wait, 
Till  I  (a  pilgrim  weary  worn) 

To  my  own  native  land  return, 

With  legal  toils  to  drag  me  to  my  fate! 


OCCASIONAL  ADDRESS, 

Written  for  the  Benefit  of  a  difirejfed  Flayer ,  detained  at  Brighthelmfione 

for  Debt ,  November ,  1792. 

\From  the  fame.] 

WHEN  in  a  thoufand  fwarms,  the  fummer  o’er, 

The  birds  of  pafiage  quit  our  Englifh  fhore, 

By  various  routes  the  feather’d  myriad  moves ; 

The  Beccafica  feeks  Italian  groves, 

No  more  a  Wheat  ear  ;  while  the  foaring  files 
Of  lea-fowl  gather  round  the  Hebrid-ifles. 

But  if  by  bird-lime  touch’d,  unplum’d,  confin’d. 

Some  poor  ill  fated  ftraggler  ftays  behind, 

Driven  from  his  tranlient  perch,  beneath  your  eaves 
On  his  unlhelter’d  head  the  temped  raves, 

While  drooping  round,  redoubling  every  pain, 

Mis  mate  and  neftlings  atk  his  help  in  vain. 

So  we,  the  bulkin  and  the  lock  who  wear, 

And  “  ftrut  and  fret”  our  little  feafon  here, 

Difmifs’d  at  length,  as  Fortune  bids  divide — 

Some  (lucky  rogues  !)  fit  down  on  Thames's  fide; 

Others  to  Liffey’s  wedern  banks  proceed, 

And  fome — driven  far  a-field,  acrofs  the  Tweed  1 
But,  pinion’d  here,  alas  !  I  cannot  fly : 

The  hapless,  unplum’d,  lingering  ftraggler  I ! 

Dnlefs  the  healing  pity  you  bellow, 

Shall  imp  my  (batter'd  wings,  and  let  me  go. 

Hard  is  his  fate,  whom  evil  liars  have  led 
To  feek  in  fcenic  art  precarious  bread, 

While  Hill,  thro’  wild  viciffitudes  afloat, 

An  hero  now,  and  now  a  Sans  Culotte  ! 

That  eleemofynary  bread  he  gains 
Mingling — with  real  diftrefifes — mimic  pains. 

See  in  our  group,  a  pale,  lank  Falllafl’  flare ! 

Much  needs  he  fluffing: — while  young  Ammon  there 
Rehearfes — in  a  garret — ten  feet  fquare! 

And  as  his  foft  Statira  fighs  confent, 

Roxana  comes  not — but  a  dun  for  rent  l 
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Here  biivTing  Edgar,  in  his  blanket  roll'd. 

Exclaims — with  too  much  reafon,  “  Tom's  a-c©ld  1” 
And  vainly  tries  his  forrows  to  divert, 

While  Goneril  or  Regan — wadi  his  fliirt ! 

Lo!  frebi  from  Calais,  Edward!  mighty  king! 
Revolves — a  mutton  chop  upon  a  bring ! 

And  Hotfpur,  plucking  “  honour  from  the  moon,” 
Feeds  a  lick  infant  with  a  pewter  fpoon  ! 

More  bleb  the  Hfher,  who  undaunted  braves 
In  his  fmall  bark,  the  impetuous  winds  and  waves; 
For  though  he  plough  the  fea  when  others  deep, 

He  draws,  like  Glendower,  fpirits  from  the  deep ! 

And  while  the  ftorm  howls  round,  amidb  his  trouble, 
Bright  moonbiine  bill  illuminates  the  cobble ! 

Pale  with  her  fears  for  him,  fome  fair  poijfarde 
Watches  his  nearing  boat ;  with  fond  regard 
Smiles  when  bie  fees  his  little  canvafs  handing, 

And  clafps  her  dripping  lover  on  his  landing. 

More  bleb  the  peafant,  who,  with  nervous  toil, 
Hews  the  rough  oak,  or  breaks  the  ftubborn  foil: 
Weary,  indeed,  he  fees  the  evening  come, 

But  then,  the  rude,  yet  tranquil  hut,  his  home* 
Receives  its  rubic  inmate ;  then  are  his 
Secure  repofe,  and  dear  domebic  blifs ! 

The  orchard's  blulhing  fruit,  the  garden's  bore. 

The  pendant  hop,  that  mantles  round  the  door, 

Are  his : — and  while  the  cheerful  faggots  burn, 
u  His  lifping  children  hail  their  fire's  return !” 

But  wandering  players,  “  unhoufel’d,  unanneard,^ 
And  unappointed,  fcour  life’s  common  held, 

A  dying  fquadron  ! — difappointments  crofs  'em, 

And  the  campaign  concludes,  perhaps,  at  Horfham ! 

Oh  !  ye,  whofe  timely  bounty  deigns  to  died 
Compadion's  balm  upon  my  lucklefs  head, 
Benevolence,  with  warm  and  glowing  breab, 

And  foft,  celebial  mercy,  doubly  bleb ! 

Smile  on  the  generous  ad ! — where  means  are  given, 
To  aid  the  wretched — is  to  merit  heaven. 


ELINOR.-— A  Botany-Bay  Eclogue. 

[From  Poems  by  Robert  Southey.] 

ONCE  more  to  daily  toil,  once  more  to  wear 
The  weeds  of  infamy,  from  every  joy 
The  heart  can  feel  excluded,  I  arife 
Worn  out  and  faint  with  unremitting  woe ; 
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And  once  again  with  Wearied  fteps  I  trace 
The  hollow -founding  fhore.  The  fwelling  waves 
Gleam  to  the  morning  fun,  and  dazzle  o'er 
With  many  a  fplendid  hue  the  breezy  ftrand. 

Oh,  there  Was  once  a  time  When  Elinor 
Gazed  on  thy  opening  beam  with  joyous  eye 
Undimm’d  by  guilt  and  grief!  when  her  full  foul 
Felt  thy  mild  radiance,  and  the  rifing  day 
Waked  but  to  pleafure  !  on  thy  fea-girt  verge 
Oft  England !  have  my  evening  fteps  hole  on, 

Oft  have  mine  eyes  fUrVeyed  the  blue  expanfe, 

And  mark’d  the  wild  wind  fwell  the  ruffled  furge, 

And  feen  the  upheaved  billows’  bofomed  rage 
Rufh  on  the  rock ;  and  then  my  timid  foul 
Shrunk  at  the  perils  of  the  boundless  deep, 

And  heaved  a  figh  for  fuffering  mariners. 

Ah!  little  deeming  I  myfelf  was  doom’d 
To  tempt  the  perils  of  the  boundlels  deep, 

An  Outcaft — unbeloved  and  unbewail'd. 

Whyj  ftern  Remembrance !  muft  thine  iron  hand 
Harrow  my  foul  ?  why  calls  thy  cruel  power 
The  fields  of  England  to  my  exil’d  eyes, 

The  joys  which  once  were  mine  ?  even  now  I  fee 
The  lowly  lovely  dwelling!  even  now 
Behold  the  woodbine  clalping  its  white  walls, 

And  hear  the  fearlefs  red-breafts  chirp  around 
To  afk  their  norning  meal : — for  I  was  wont 
With  friendly  hand  to  give  their  morning  meal, 

Was  wont  to  love  their  fong,  when  lingering  mom 
Streak’d  o’er  the  chilly  landfcape  the  dim  light, 

And  thro’  the  open’d  lattice  hung  my  head 
To  view  the  fnow-drop’s  bud:  and  thence  at  eve, 
When  mildly  fading  funk  the  fummer  fun, 

Oft  have  I  loved  to  mark  the  rook’s  flow  courfe. 

And  hear  his  hollow  croak,  what  time  he  fought 
The  church-yard  elm,  whofe  wide-embowering  bough# 
Full  foliaged,  half  conceal’d  the  houfe  of  God. 

There,  my  dead  father !  often  have  I  heard 
Thy  hallowed  voice  explain  the  wondrous  workf 
Of  Heaven  to  finful  man.  Ah  !  little  deem’d 
Thy  virtuous  bofom,  that  thy  fhamelefs  child 
So  foon  fhould  fpurn  the  leffon!  fink  the  Have 
OfV  ice  and  Infamy !  the  hireling  prey 
Of  brutal  appetite  !  at  length  worn  out 
With  famine,  and  the  avenging  fcourge  of  guilt. 
Should  dare  difhonefty — yet  dread  to  die  1 


Welcome 
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Welcome  ye  favage  lands,  ye  barbarous  climes, 
Where  angry  England  fends  her  outcaft  fops— r 
I  hail  your  joylels  Ihores!  my  weary  bark 
Long  tempefl-tolt  cn  Life’s  inclement  lea. 

Here  hails  her  haven !  welcomes  the  drear  fcene, 
The  marfhy  plain,  the  briar-entangled  wood, 

And  all  the  perils  of  a  world  unknown. 

For  Elinor  has  nothing  new  to  fear 
From  fickie  Fortnne  !  all  her  rankling  lhafts 
Barh’d  with  difgrace,  and  venom’d  with  difeufe, 
Have  pierc’d  my  bolom,  and  the  dart  of  death 
Has  loll  its  terrors  to  a  wretch  like  me. 

Welcome  ye  marfhy  heaths  !  ye  pathleis  woods, 
Where  the  rude  native  reils  his  wearied  frame 
Beneath  the  fheltering  lhade  ;  where,  when  the  ftor 
As  rough  and  bleak  it  rolls  along  the  Iky, 

Benumbs  his  naked  limbs,  he  flies  to  feek 
The  dripping  fhelter.  Welcome  ye  wild  plains 
Unbroken  by  the  plough,  undelv’d  by  hand 
Of  patient  ruflic;  where  for  lowing  herds, 

And  for  the  muflc  of  the  bleating  flocks, 

Alone  is  heard  the  kangaroo’s  sad  note 
Deepening  in  diftance.  Welcome  ye  rude  climes, 
The  realm  of  Nature!  for  as  vet  unknown 
The  crimes  and  comforts  of  luxurious  hie, 

Nature  benignly  gives  to  all  enough, 

Denies  to  all  a  fuperfluity. 

What  tho’  the  garb  of  infamy  I  wear, 

Tho’  day  by  day  along  the  echoing  beach 
I  cull  the  wave-worn  lhells,  yet  day  by  day 
I  earn  in  honefly  my  frugal  food, 

And  lay  me  down  at  night  to  calm  repofe, 

No  more  condemn’d  the  mercenary  tool 
Of  brutal  luft,  while  hegves  the  indignant  heart 
With  Virtue’s  ftifled  figh,  to  fold  my  arms 
Bound  the  rank  felon,  and  for  daily  bread 
To  hug  contagion  to  my  poifon’d  breaft ; 

On  thefe  wild  fhores  Repentance’  faviour  hand 
Shall  probe  my  fecret  foul,  fhall  cleanfe  its  wounds, 
And  fit  the  faithful  penitent  for  Heaven. 
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STANZAS, 

From  the  Spani/h  of  George  of  Montemayor. 

[From  Southey's  Letters  from  Spain  and  Portugal  J 

*  AH  me !  thou  Relic  of  that  faithlefs  fair  ! 

Sad  changes  have  I  fuffered  fince  that  day, 

When,  in  this  valley,  from  her  long  loofe  hair 
I  bore  thee,  Relic  of  my  Love  !  away. 

Well  did  I  then  believe  Diana’s  truth, 

For  foon  true  Love  each  jealous  care  repreffes; 

And  fondly  thought  that  never  other  youth 

Should  wanton  with  the  maiden’s  unbound  treffes. 

Here  on  the  cold  clear  Ezla’s  breezy  fide 
My  hand  amid  her  ringlets  wont  to  rove, 

She  proffer’d  now  the  lock,  and  now  denied, 

With  all  the  baby  piayfulnefs  of  love. 

Here  the  falfe  maid,  with  many  an  artful  tear, 

Made  me  each  rifing  thought  of  doubt  difcover, 

And  vow’d  and  w'ept — till  Hope  had  ceas’d  to  fear, 

Ah  me  !  beguiling  like  a  child  her  lover. 

Witneff  thou  how  that  fondeft  falfeft  fair 

Has  figh’d  and  wept  on  Ezla’s  fhelter’d  fhore, 

And  vow’d  eternal  truth,  and  made  me  fwear. 

My  heart  no  jealouly  fhould  harbour  more. 

Ah  i  tell  me !  could  I  but  believe  thofe  eyes  ? 

Thofe  lovely  eyes  with  tears  my  cheek  bedewing, 

W  hen  the  mute  eloquence  of  tears  and  fighs 
I  felt,  and  trailed,  and  embraced  my  ruin. 

S« 

*  The  firft  ftansa  of  the  original  alludes  to  a  Spanslh  peculiarity.  The  hair  of  Diana 
was  kept  in  green  filk. 

Sad  changes  have  I  fuffered  fince  that  day. 

When  here  reclining  on  this  graffy  dope, 

1  bore  thee.  Relic  of  my  Love  !  away, 

And  faded  are  thy  tints,  green  hue  of  Hope  ! 

The  love  language  of  colours  is  given  at  large  in  the  following  extract  from  the  “  Hif- 
ioria  de  las  Guerras  civiles  de  Granada.” 

“  Mudava  trages  y  veftidos  conforme  la  paffion  que  fentia.  Unas  vezes  veltia  negro 
folo,  otras  vezes  negro  y  pardo,  otras  de  morado  y  bianco  por  moftrar  fu  fe ;  lo  pardo  y 
negro  por  monftrar  fa  trajabo.  Otras  vezes  veltia  azul  moftrando  divifa  de  rabiofos  ce- 
los  ;  oiras  de  verde  por  lignificar  fu  efperanza;  otras  vezes  de  amarillo  por  moltrar  des- 
connanza,  y  el  dia  que  hablava  con  fu  Zayda  fe  ponia  de  encamado  y  bianco,  fenal  de 
alegria  v  contento.”  ♦ 

“  altered  his  drefs  according  to  the  emotions  he  felt.  Sometimes  he  wore  black 
alone,  lometinres  black  and  grey.  At  other  times  he  was  in  purple  and  white,  to  Ihew 
his  conftancy,  or  black  and  grey,  to  exprels  his  grief ;  femetimes  in  blue,  denoting  that 
:  was  tormented  by  jealouly ;  fqmetimes  in  green,  to  fignify  hope  ;  fometimes  he  was 

*in  yellow,  to  Ihew  doubt;  and  on  the  day  on  which  he  fpoke  to  Zayda,  he  clad  hirulejC 
sn  red  and  white3  to  exprels  his  joy  and  fatisfa&ion, 
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■So  falfe  and  yet  fo  fair !  fo  fair  a  mien 
Veiling  fo  falfe  a  mind  who  ever  knew? 

So  true  and  yet  fo  wretched  l  who  has  feen 
A  man  like  me,  fo  wretched  and  fo  true  ? 

Fly  from  me  on  the  wind,  for  you  have  feen 

How  kind  the  was,  how  lov’d  by  her  you  knew  me  5 
Fly,  fly  vain  witnefs  what  I  once  have  been, 

Nor  dare,  all  wretched  as  I  am,  to  view  me! 

One  evening  on  the  river’s  pleafant  firand. 

The  Maid  too  well  beloved  fat  with  me, 

And  with  her  finger  trac’d  upon  the  fand, 

“  Death  for  Diana — not  Inconflancy  1” 

And  Love  beheld  us  from  his  fecret  Hand, 

And  mark'd  his  triumph,  laughing  to  bejiold  me, 
To  fee  me  truft  a  writing  trac’d  in  fand, 

To  fee  me  credit  what  a  woman  told  me  ! 


VERSES 

To  a  Robin  Red-breajl  who  vifits  the  windows  of  my  prifon  every  day . 

[From  Prifon  Amufe ment s,  and  other  Trifles ;  principally  written  during 
nine  months 7  Confinement  in  the  Cajile  of  York.J 

By  Paul  Positive. 

WELCOME,  pretty  little  ftranger!  * 

Welcome  to  my  lone  retreat ! 

Here,  feeure  from  every  danger, 

Hop  about,  and  chirp,  and  eat. 

Robin !  how  I  envy  thee, 

Flappy  child  of  liberty  ] 

Now  though  tyrant  Winter  howling 
Shakes  the  world  with  tempefts  round  ; 

Heaven  above  with  vapours  fcowling, 

Froft  imprifons  all  the  ground  ; — 

Robin,  what  are  thefe  to  thee? 

Thou  art  blefl  with  liberty. 

Though  yon  fair  majeftic  river  * 

Mourns  in  folid  icy  chains; 

Though  yon  flocks  and  cattle  fhiver, 

On  the  defolated  plains. 

Robin,  thou  art  gay  and  free, 

Happy  in  thy  liberty. 


*  The  Qufep 
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Hunger  never  {hall  diftrefs  thee, 

While  ray  cates  one  crumb  afford  ; 

Colds  nor  cramps  fhall  ne’er  opprefs  thee  ; 

Come  and  lhare  my  humble  board. 

Robin  !  come  and  live  with  me, 

Live — yet  ftill  at  liberty. 

Soon  fhall  fpring,  in  fmiles  and  blufhes, 

Steal  upon  the  blooming  year ; 

Then,  amid  th ’enamour’d  bufhes, 

Thy  Tweet  long  fhall  warble  clear ; — 

Then  fhall  I  too,  join’d  with  thee, 

Swell  the  hymn  of  liberty. 

Should  fome  rough  unfeeling  Dobbin, 

In  this  iron-hearted  age, 

Seize  thee  on  thy  neft,  my  Robin ! 

And  confine  the  in  a  cage ; 

Then,  poor  Robin  !  think  of  me, 

Think — and  figh  for  liberty. 

Liberty,  the  brigh tell  jewel 
In  the  crown  of  earthly  joys! 

All  fenfations  elfe  are  cruel. 

All  delights  befides  are  toys. 

None  but  captives — fuch  as  we— 

Know  the  want  of  liberty. 


ARISTODEMUS. 

A  MONODRAMA. 

[From  the  Mdnthly  Magazine.] 


- 
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ARGUMENT. 

u  The  oracle  had  demanded  a  virgin  vi&im  of  the  blood-royal,  as  the  price 
of  MelTenia’s  l'afety.  The  lot  had  fallen  on  the  daughter  of  Lycurgus, 
who  fled  with  her.  Stimulated  by  ambition,  Ariftodemus  voluntarily 
offered  his  child :  her  betrothed  hufband,  to  fave  her  life,  aflerted  that 
fhe  was  pregnant ;  Ariftodemus  immediately  ftabbed  her,  and  bade  the 
prieft  convince  himfelf  of  the  falfehood  of  this  evafion.  He  obtained 
the  crown ;  but  the  reflexion,  how  he  had  obtained  it,  never  could  be 
obliterated ;  and,  at  length,  he  flew  himfelf  upon  his  daughter’s  tomb.” 

A  Sepulchre.  Time — Night. 

YET  once  again — again  at  this  dread  hour, 

When  Nature  flumbers  in  ferene  repofe, 

And  only  murderers  wake: — -I  come  to  paufe 
O’er  thy  cold  grave,  my  child  !  Again  I  come, 

Worn 
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Worn  out  with  anguifh,  and  the  keeneff  pangs 
That  frenzying  Memory  knows.  Ye  dreadful  (hades! 
Ye  fallen  monumental  groves  of  Death! 

To  you  I  come ;  efcap’d  the  wearying  cares 
Of  empire,  and  its  loathfome  pageantry — 

Sunk  to  the  father,  comes  the  wretched  king. 

O  thou  cold  clay — once  moulded  by  the  hand 
Of  lavilh  Nature  to  perfection's  form — 

Once  animate  with  life,  and  youth,  and  love ; 

Once  my  Earine !  Again  I  come 

To  pour  my  forrows  forth,  and  call  to  view 

What  this  curfed  hand  deftroyed;  when,  wild  with  rage 

With  lavage  fuperftition,  and  the  lull 

Of  empire,  I  deftroy’d  the  faireft  work 

Of  bounteous  heaven — blalted  the  opening  bud 

Of  beauty— caft  away  the  ties  of  man — 

And  murdered  my  dear  child! 

Oh,  flie  was  dear! 

1  loved  her — how  I  loved  her  witnefs  heaven ! 

Witnefs  the  eternal  grief  that  gnaws  my  heart; 

Witnefs  the  days  in  fruitlefs  efforts  worn, 

To  check  the  bitter  thoughts  that  ftill  will  rife ; 
Witnefs  the  nights,  when  Memory — fleeplefs  fiend— 
Fevers  my  throbbing  brain.  Oh,  (lie  was  dear! 

For  (lie  was  all  a  father's  heart  could  wiffi : 

Health  bloffom’d  in  her  cheek,  and  in  her  voice 
The  foul  of  mufic  breath’d ;  her  fparkling  eye 
Spoke  each  emotion  ot  her  gentle  foul, 

Moll  eloquent.  Meffenia  never  faw 
A  maid  more  lovely  than  Earine — - 
A  happier  father,  than  her  barbarous  fire. 

Now  I  can  praife  thy  falfehood,  when  too  late, 
Androcles! — I  had  fan&ion’d  all  his  hopes. 

He  faw  her  eye  beam  love;  he  heard  her  voice 
Breathe  tendernefs ;  and  Nature  bade  him  urge 
The  fond,  falfe  plea.  Some  fury,  at  that  hour 
Poffefs’d  me — in  her  breaft  I  plung’d  the  fword, 

Gor’d  her  white  bofom,  though  her  fearful  eyes 
Look’d  up  to  me  for  aid,  though  her  clafp’d  hands 
Clung  round  my  knees  lor  fafety.  I  beheld 
Her  livid  cheek  convulfe — I  felt  her  grafp 
My  k  nees,  in  life’s  laft  ftruggle — I  beheld 
Her  ftarting  eye-balls calm,  when  thoufands  round 
.Rais’d  one  inftinClive  cry;  when  even  the  prielt 
Started,  and  Ihriek’d  with  horror — I  was  cairn— 

1  only — I — her  father ! 
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But  the  hand 

Of  Heaven  lies  heavy  on  the  murderer  now ! 

Earine!  Androcles !  look  on  me! 

Behold  me  in  the  autumn  of  my  days, 

When  had  I  known  to  feel  a  father  s  love, 

My  daughter’s  care  had  fmooth’d  the  path  of  age, 
Behold  me,  withering  like  the  blafted  oak, 

Struck  by  the  wrath  of  Heaven.  Nor  ever  night 
Defcends,  but  round  my  couch  the  furies  throng, 
Dreadful  they  fmile,  and  in  their  red  eyes  glares 
Horrible  expectation ! — 

Light’nings  come— 

Rufh  round  my  head — annihilate  my  woes  ! 

Thou  fearful  fpedre,  wherefore  dolt  thou  come  ? 
Where  doft  thou  beckon  ?  Spirit  of  my  child, 

Why  bare  that  bleeding  bread.  ?  Earine, 

Spare  me  !  Earine  !  my  murder’d  child, 

Spare  thy  poor  father — though  he  ipar’d  not  thee ! 
Thou  pointed:  to  the  lword — this  impious  fword — - 
There  is  no  hope — no  mercy;  I  obey 
The  dreadful  call — accurft,  abandon’d  wretch, 

Down  to  perdition!  ( He Jlabs  himfelf. ) 


LINES 

Found  in  a  Bower  facing  the  South, 

[From  Englijh  Lyrics 

SOFT  cherub  of  the  fouthern  breeze, 

Oh  !  thou  whofe  voice  I  love  to  hear 
When  lingTing  thro’  the  ruftling  trees, 

With  lengthen’d  fighs  it  foothes  mine  ear: 

Oh  !  thou  whofe  fond  embrace  to  meet. 

The  young  Spring  all  enamour’d  flies, 

And  robs  thee  of  thy  kiffes  fweet, 

And  on  thee  pours  her  laughing  eyes. 

Thou  at  whofe  call  the  light  Fays  flart, 
That  filent  in  their  hidden  bower 
Lie  penciling  with  tendered:  art, 

The  bloffom  thin  and  infant  flower ! 

Soft  Cherub  of  the  fouthern  breeze, 

Oh!  if  aright  I  tune  the  reed, 

Which  thus  thine  ear  would  hope  to  pleale, 
By  fimple  lay,  and  humble  meed  ; 
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And  if  aright,  with  anxious  zeal, 

My  willing  hands  this  bower  have  made, 

Still  let  this  bower  thine  influence  feel, 

And  be  its  gloom  thy  favourite  (hade ! 

For  thee  of  all  the  cherub  train, 

Alone  my  votive  mufe  would  woo; 

Of  all  that  fkim  along  the  main. 

Or  walk  at  dawn  yon  mountains  blue ; 

Of  all  that  (lumber’d  in  the  grove, . 

Or  playful  urge  the  goflamer’s  flight, 

Or  down  the  vale  or  flreamlet  move, 

With  whifper  foft,  and  pinion  light. 

I  court  thee,  thro’  the  glimmering  air, 

When  morning  springs  from  (lumbers  dill. 

And  waving  bright  his  golden  hair, 

Stands  tiptoe  on  yon  eaftern  hill. 

I  court  thee,  when  at  noon  reclined, 

I  watch  the  murmuring  infe£t  throng 
In  many  an  airy  fpiral  wind, 

Or  lilent  climb  the  leaf  along. 

I  court  thee,  when  the  flow’rets  clofe, 

And  drink  no  more  receding  light. 

And  when  calm  eve  to  foft  repofe, 

Sinks  on  the  bofom  of  the  night. 

And  when  beneath  the  moon’s  pale  beam, 

Alone  mid  fhadowy  rocks  I  roam, 

\  And  waking  vifions  round  me  gleam, 

Of  beings,  and  of  worlds  to  come. 

Smooth  glides  with  thee  my  penflve  hour, 

Thou  warm’d  to  life  my  languid  mind ; 

Thou  cheer’d  a  frame  with  genial  power, 

That  droops  in  every  ruder  wind. 

Breathe  Cherub !  breathe  !  once  foft  and  warm, 

Like  thine,  the  gale  of  Fortune  blew, 

How  has  the  defolating  dorm 

Swept  all  I  gazed  on  from  my  view! 

IJnfeen,  unknown,  I  wait  my  doom, 

The  haunts  of  men  indignant  flee, 

Hold  to  my  heart  a  lidlefs  gloom, 

And  joy  but  in  the  mufe  and  thee, 


FOR 
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FOR  THE  BLIND  ASYLUM,  LIVERPOOL. 

[ From  the  fame.\ 

Stranger,  paufe — for  thee  the  day 
Smiling  pours  its  cheerful  ray, 

Spreads  the  lawn,  and  rears  the  bovver, 
Lights  the  ftream,  and  paints  the  flower. 

Stranger,  paufe — with  foften’d  mind 
Learn  the  forrows  of  the  Blind ; 

Earth  and  feas,  and  varying  Ikies, 

Vifit  not  their  cheerlefs  eyes. 

Not  for  them  the  blifs  to  trace 
The  chifel’s  animating  grace; 

Nor  on  the  glowing  canvas  And 
The  poet’s  foul,  the  fage’s  mind. 

Not  for  them  the  heart  is  feen, 

Speaking  through  the  expreflive  mien; 

Not  for  them  are  pi&ur’d  there 
Friendlhip,  pity,  love  fincere. 

Helplefs,  as  they  flowly  flray, 

Childhood  points  their  cheerlefs  way, 

Or  the  wand  exploring  guides 
Eault’ring  heps,  where  fear  prefides. 

Yet  for  them  has  Genius  kind 
Humble  pleafures  here  aflign’d  ; 

Here  with  unexpe&ed  ray. 

Reach’d  the  foul  that  felt  no  day. 

Lonely  blindness  here  can  meet 
Kindred  woes,  and  converfe  fweet; 

Torpid  once,  can  learn  to  finite 
Proudly  o’er  its  ufeful  toil. 

He,  who  deign’d  for  man  to  die. 

Op’d  on  day  the  darken’d  eye  ; 

Humbly  copy — thou  canft  feel— 

Give  thine  alms — thou  canft  not  heal. 


THE  DREAM. 

[From  the  fame.~\ 

Stay,  gentle  fpirit  of  the  night, 

Oh  !  fly  not  thus — in  pity  flay  ! 

I  ficken  at  returning  light; 

Prolong  my  dream,  forbid  the  day  f 
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Sleeping,  I  thought,  my  Myra  fair 
Hung  fondly  on  my  arm  reclin'd, 

Nor  felt  the  while  my  heart  aware, 

The  maid  had  ever  been  unkind. 

Still  feeins  her  form  my  fight  to  blefs? 

To  fmile  and  linger  on  my  view — * 

Still  feems  her  gentle  hand  to  prefs  ; 

Still  fpeak  her  eyes  of  liquid  blue. 

Still  vibrate  on  my  liftening  ears, 

The  murmurs  that  confefs’d  her  kind$ 

Still  in  mine  eyes,  the  trembling  tears, 

Wak’d  by  her  tenderness,  I  hnd. 

The  fighs  that  from  her  bofom  Hole, 

Even  now  my  ravilh’d  fenfes  fire ; 

My  pulfes  throb,  and  all  my  foul 
Aches  with  regret,  and  fond  defire— \ 

Hear,  fpirit  kind !  thy  fuppliant  hear, 

Again,  my  longing  eyes  I  elofe; 

Oh !  prompt  again  the  vifion  dear. 

And  let  me  ever  thus  repofe. 

Ah  !  -know,  that  to  thy  fiiadowy  aid, 

Thy  mimic  power,  my  breaft  mult  owe. 

The  only  joy  the  cruel  maid 
Will  ever  on  my  love  bellow. 

'  "  1  lirM  —  — —  T  'ir~ir~~  j  1  1  ■*»  ,<u . ii 

LINES  ADDRESSED  TO  A  FOUNTAIN. 

[From  Lyric  Poems .] 

Sequester’d  Fountain !  ever  pure, 

Whofe  placid  Itreamlet  Hows, 

In  filent  lapfe,  through  glens  obfcure. 

Where  timid  flocks  repofe : 

Tired  and  difabled  in  the  race, 

I  quit  ambition’s  fruitlefs  chace, 

To  fhape  my  courfe  by  thine ; 

And,  pleas’d,  from  ferious  trifles  turn, 

As  thus,  around  thy  little  urn, 

A  votive  wreath  I  twine. 

Fair  Fountain !  on  thy  margin  green, 

May  tufted  trees  arife, 

And  fpreading  boughs  thy  bofom  Ikreen 
From  fummer’s  fervent  Ikies ; — 

Here  may  the  fpring  her  flow’rets  flrew. 

And  morning  Ihed  her  pearly  dew. 

May 
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May  health  infufe  her  balm; 

And  fome  foft  virtue  in  thee  flow, 

To  mitigate  the  pangs  of  woe, 

And  bid  the  heart  be  calm. 

,  O  !  may  thy  falutary  ftreams, 

Like  thofe  of  Lethe’s  fpring, 

That  bathe  the  filent  land  of  dreams, 

Some  drops  oblivious  bring — - 
With  that  bleft  opiate  in  my  bowl, 

Far  fhall  I  from  my  wounded  foul 
?  The  thorns  of  fpleen  remove — 

«  Forget  how  there  at  firft  they  grew. 

And,  once  again,  with  man  renew 
The  cordial  ties  of  love. 

For  what  avails  the  wretch  to  bear 
Imprinted  on  his  mind, 
r  The  leffons  of  diftruft  and  fear, 

Injurious  to  mankind  ? — 

Hopeless  in  his  difaftrous  hour, 

He  fees  the  gathering  tempeft  lower, 

The  burfling  cloud  impend — 

Tow’rds  the  wild  wafte  he  turns  his  eye. 

Nor  can  that  happy  port  defcry, 

The  bofom  of  a  friend. 

■A 

Flow  chang’d  flnce  that  propitious  time, 

When  woo’d  by  fortune’s  gale, 

Fearlefs  in  youth’s  advent’rous  prime,  -  - 

He  crowded  ev’ry  fail ! — 

The  fwelling  tide,  the  fportive  breeze, 

Lightly  along  the  halcyon  feas 
Flis  bounding  pinnace  bore — 

.  In  fearch  of  happiness,  the  while, 
lie  fleer’d  by  ev’ry  fragrant  ifle, 

And  touch’d  at  ev’ry  fliore. 

Ah  me !  to  Youth’s  ingenuous  eye 
What  charms  the  profpeft  wears ! 

Bright  as  the  portals  of  the  Iky 
The  op’ning  world  appears ; 

There  every  figure  ftands  confeft, 

In  all  the  fweet  advantage  dreft 
Of  Candour’s  radiant  robe — 

There  no  mean  cares  adrniflion  find, 

Love  is  the  bufinefs  of  mankind, 

And  Honour  rules  the  globe, 

9  •  But 
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But  if  thofe  gleams  fallacious  prove* 
That  paint  the  world  fo  fair ; 

If  Heav’n  has  plac’d  for  genTous  love 
No  foft  afylum  there ; 

If  men  fair  faith,  fair  fame  deride, 
Bent  on  the  crooked  paths  that  guide 
To  IntTeh’s  fordid  fhrine; 

Be  yours,  ye  gloomy  sons  of  Woe 1 
That  melancholy  truth  to  know, 

The  dream  of  blifs  be  mine. 


HOME.  TO 

[  From  the  fame.] 

The  Bandit  whom  the  laws  purfue. 

The  Soldier,  and  the  Gipfy  crew, 

Arabs,  and  Tartars,  ever  doom’d  to  roam— 

Whatever  their  place  of  fhelter  be, 

A  tent,  a  cave,  or  hollow  tree, 

Thither  they  hie  with  joy,  and  call  it  Home . 

There  if  a  doxy,  or  a  wife, 

Receive  the  wretch  efcap’d  from  hrife ; 

If  there  his  tatter’d  brood  around  him  cling— 

His  features  catch  a  bright’ning  fmile, 

He  refts  him  from  his  fordid  toil, 

And  in  his  narrow  confines  reigns  a  king. 

While  thus  the  poor  and  wretched  find' 

Th'  afylum  for  a  wounded  mind— 

Diftemper’d  men  there  are,  eh  rang’d  from  home, 

Cold  to  an  angel’s  kind  embrace, 

Cheerlefs  amid  a  blooming  race, 

And  dead  to  comforts  in  a  princely  dome : 

Men  in  the  lap  of  Fortune  nurft, 

With  all  her  froward  humours  curb, 

And  teased  by  wifhes  ever  on  the  wing ; 

Who  wand’ring  hill  thro’  Folly’s  maze, 

In  fearch  of  blifs  confome  their  days, 

Nor  tahe  her  genuine  draught  at  Nature’s  spring. 

Yet  fuch  the  men  who  lead  the  gay, 

The  pride  and  patterns  of  the  day,  \ 

Whose  high-priz’d  friendfhip  fools  and  hrangers  boafl ; 
Blufh,  thou!  to  court  their  barren  fame; 

Let  Home,  fweet  Borne ,  thy  prefence  claim, 

And  thofe  enjoy  thy  fmiles  who  love  thee  moh ! 

STANZAS, 
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STANZAS. 

[ From  Sonnets ,  and  other  /mail  Poems .  By  T.  Park.] 

THE  bard  who  paints  from  rural  plains* 

Mull  oft  himfelf  the  void  fupply 

Of  damfels  pure,  and  artless  fwains. 

Of  innocence  and  indullry. 

For  fad  experience  thews  the  heart 
Of  human  beings  much  the  fame ; 

Or  polidi’d  by  infidious  art. 

Or  rude  as  from  the  clod  it  came. 

And  he  who  roams  the  village  round. 

Or  drays  amid  the  harveft  fere, 

Will  hear,  as  now,  too  many  a  found 
Quiet  would  never  with  to  hear. 

The  wrangling  rudic’s  loud  abufe, 

The  coarfe,  unfeeling,  witlefs  jed; 

The  threat  oblcene,  the  oath  profufe. 

And  all  that  cultur'd  minds  deteft. 

Hence,  let  thofe  fylvan  poets  glean, 

Who  picture  life  without  a  daw;-— 

Nature  may  form  a  perfect  feene, 

But  Fancy  mud  the  dgures  draw. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  A  COUNTRY  PARSON’S  GARDEN. 

[ From  Mr.  Bidlake’s  Country  Parfon ,  a  Poem.] 

A  Garden  trim  he  owns,  with  diver  rill, 

That  ceafelefs  fports  to  mufic  all  its  own ; 

Where  nodding  flowrets  hooping  drink  their  dll, 

And  ope  gay  eyes,  refredi’d,  fantaftick  grown. 

And  there  the  gaudy  tulip’s  pomp  is  known ; 

The  blufhing  rofe,  mentor  of  virgin  pride  ; 

Woodbines  with  curnb’rous  wealth  hung  clud’ring  down. 

The  jafmine  meek  and  pure  ;  and  more  bedde, 

That  make  a  paradife  and  feent  the  fummer  tide. 

But  mod  his  lufeious  fruits  with  glittering  eye, 

That  clothe  the  funny  wall  he  will  commend, 

The  while  he  thews,  how  they  all  fruits  outvie. 

Fie  prunes  them  all,  their  growth  his  cares  attend. 

There  bids  them  fprucely  fpread,  here  bids  them  bend. 
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How  glows  the  blufhing  peach  at  his  command; 

The  nedtarine  rich,  where  fummer’s  bounties  blend, 

The  confcious  plumb  that  from  the  fpoiler’s  hand 

Loft  bloom  bemoans,  like  worth  fad-ftain’d  by  dander’s  brand. 


Securely  there  the  painted  goldfinch  breeds, 

Securely  Shelter’d  trills  the  mellow  lay; 

All  on  their  downy  couch  his  offspring  feeds, 

And  warbles  thankfulness  his  rent  to  pay. 

For,  happy  guebs  !  from  thence  no  fongflers  dray  ; 

For  there  companion,  nature’s  friend,  they  meet ; 

Their  emulative  tuneful  pow’rs  difplay ; 

The  confcious  mafler’s  daily  vifits  greet, 

And  fill  with  grateful  melody  his  bled  retreat. 

Not  all  for  pleafure,  herbs  for  ufe  defign’d. 

Within  the  garden’s  cultur’d  precindt  grow, 

To  the  main  chance  looks  forth  the  thrifty  mind, 

And  fubdance  holds  above  mere  empty  fliew, 

For  penny  fav’d,”  a  proverb  well  fuch  know. 

And  there,  with  heart  compact,  the  cabbage  bands, 
With  trickling  drops  begem’d  that  brightly  glow. 

There  nodding  onions  rang’d  like  marfhall’d  bands  ; 

And  apples  dropping  down  that  aft  the  gatherer’s  hands. 

Uprears  afparagus  his  fpiry  head  ; 

Child  of  the  fea,  fnug  cole  in  native  fand ; 

The  fluggard  carrot  fleeps  his  days  in  bed; 

The  cripple  pea,  alone  that  cannot  band, 

With  vegetable  marrow  rich  and  bland ; 

The  bean,  whofe  tempting  fweets  the  bees  invite  ; 

The  artichoke  in  fcaly  armour  grand ; 

With  more,  that  may  nice  epicure  delight, 

And  dainties  yield  to  glad  the  dckle  appetite. 

There  dretch’d  upon  his  bed  of  falts,  fupine, 

Cool  cucumber  his  creeping  arms  extends, 

Rough-coated  melon  (hoots  his  tender  vine, 

Like  worth,  whom  afpedt  rude,  ill  recommends. 

In  jedful  mood  the  maber  tells  his  friends, 

FI  ow  caulitlower,  like  dodtor’s  wig  fo  white, 

All  flower  exceeds  :  a  joke  much  mirth  that  lends. 

For  never  jed  fo  dale,  or  wit  fo  trite, 

In  little  minds  that  cannot  raife  fupreme  delight. 

There  too  the  currant  hangs  its  loaded  head ; 
Pomona’s  pearls  and  crimfon  gems  all  bright. 

Plethoric  goofeberries,  amber,  green,  or  red, 

Whofe  giant  dze  may  rivalfhip  excite, 
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With  harmlefs  pride  nice  culture's  care  requite. 

And  there  the  ftrawberry,  'mid  her  veil  of  green, 
Bafhful  with  modeft  face  thrinks  back  from  fight, 

True  virgin  beauty  blufhing  to  be  feen  : 

And  what  fo  fweet  as  chaftity  in  beauty's  mein  ? 


SONNETS, 

ATTEMPTED  IN  THE  MANNER  OF  4  CONTEMPORARY  WRITERS.' 

By  Nehemiah  Higginbottom. 

[From  the  Monthly  Magazine .] 

Sonnet  I. 

PENSIVE,  at  eve,  on  the  hard  world  I  mus’d, 

And  my  poor  heart  was  fad  :  fo  at  the  moon 
I  gaz’d,— and  figh'd,  and  figh’d  ! — For  ah  l  how  foon 
Eve  darkens  into  night.  Mine  eye  perus'd 
With  tearful  vacancy,  the  dampy  grafs, 

Which  wept  and  glitter'd  in  the  paly  ray  : 

And  I  did  paufe  me  on  my  lonely  way. 

And  mus’d  me  on  thofe  wretched  ones  who  pafs 
O'er  the  black  heath  of  sorrow.  But,  alas  ! 

Mod:  of  myself  I  thought :  when  it  befell, 

That  the  footh  spirit  of  the  breezy  wood 

Breath'd  in  mine  ear,  4  All  this  is  very  well ; 

But  much  of  one  thing  is  for  no  thing  good.' 

Ah!  my  poor  heart's  inexplicable  fwell! 


Sonnet  II.— TO  SIMPLICITY. 

O !  I  do  love  thee,  meek  Simplicity  ! 

For  of  thy  lays  the  lulling  fimplenefs 
Goes  to  my  heart,  and  foothes  each  fmall  diftrefs  ; 
Diftrefs  though  fmall,  yet  haply  great  to  me  ! 

'Tis  true  on  lady  Fortune’s  gentleft  pad 

I  amble  on  !  yet,  though  I  know  not  why, 

So  fad  I  am !  But  fhould  a  friend  and  I 
Grow  cool  and  miff ,  O  !  I  am  very  fad ! 

And  then  with  fonnets  and  with  fympathy 
My  dreamy  bofom's  myftic  woes  I  pall ; 

Now  of  my  falfe  friend  plaining  plaintively, 

Now  raving  at  mankind  in  general  ; 

But  whether  fad  or  fierce,  'tis  fimple  all, 

All  very  fimple,  meek  Simplicity  ! 


Sonnet 
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Sonnet  III.— ON  A  RUINED  HOUSE  IN  A  ROMANTIC 

COUNTRY. 

\ 

AND  this  reft  houfe  is  that  the  which  he  built, 

Lamented  Jack  !  and  here  his  malt  he  pil'd, 

Cautious  in  vain  !  Thefe  rats  that  fqueak  fo  wild, 
Squeak  not  unconfeious  of  their  father's  guilt. 

Did  ye  not  fee  her  gleaming  through  the  glade ! 

Belike  'twas  (he,  the  maiden  all  forlorn ; 

What  though  lhe  milk  no  cow  with  crumpled  horn. 

Yet  aye  lhe  haunts  the  dale  where  erh  (he  hray’d; 

And  aye  befide  her  (talks  her  amorous  knight ! 

Still  on  his  thighs  their  wonted  brogues  are  worn, 

And  through  thofe  brogues  hill  tatter'd  and  betorn, 

His  hindward  charms  gleam  an  unearthly  white ; 

As  when  thro’  broken  clouds,  at  night's  high  noon, 

Peeps  in  fair  fragments  forth  the  full-orb'd  harveh-moon ! 


LODGINGS  FOR  SINGLE  GENTLEMEN. 

[From  Colman's  Night-goxvn  and  Slippers  ;  or,  Tales  in  Verfe.J 

WHO  has  e'er  been  in  London,  that  overgrown  place, 

Has  feen  “  Lodgings  to  let "  hare  him  full  in  the  face ; 

Some  are  good,  and  let  dearly ;  while  fome,  'tis  well  known, 

Are  fo  dear,  and  fo  bad,  they  are  beh  let  alone. 

Derry  down* 

Will  Waddle,  whofe  temper  was  hudious  and  lonely, 

Hired  lodgings  that  took  Single  Gentlemen,  only ; 

But  Will  was  fo  fat  he  appear'd  like  a  ton, 

Or  like  two  Single  Gentlemen  roll’d  into  One. 

He  entered  his  rooms,  and  to  bed  he  retreated, 

But,  all  the  night  long  he  felt  fever'd  and  heated ; 

And,  though  heavy  to  weigh,  as  a  fcore  of  fat  (keep, 

He  was  not,  by  any  means,  heavy  to  deep. 

Next  night  'twas  the  fame; — and  the  next; — and  the  next; 

He  perfpired  like  an  ox ;  he  was  nervous,  and  vex'd  ; 

Week  paffed  after  week ;  till,  by  weekly  fuccehion, 

His  weakly  condition  was  pah  all  expreffion. 

In  fix  months  his  acquaintance  began  much  to  doubt  him, 

For  his  (kin  “  like  a  lady's  loofe  gown,"  hung  about  him ; 

He  fent  for  a  Do<hor,  and  cried,  like  a  ninny, 

“  1  have  loft  many  pounds  ;■ — make  me  well — there's  a  guinea/' 

L  2 
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The  Do&or  look’d  wife  : — “  a  flow  fever/’  he  faid  : 

Prefcrib’d  fudorifics, — and  going  to  bed. 

“  Sudorifics  in  bed/’  exclaimed  Will,  “  are  humbugs  ; 

I've  enough  of  them  there,  without  paying  for  drugs." 

Will  kick'd  out  the  Doctor ; — but  when  ill  indeed, 

E’en  difmiffing  the  Dodtor  don’t  always  fucceed  ; 

So,  calling  his  hoft,  he  faid — “  Sir,  do  you  know, 

I’m  the  fat  Single  Gentleman,  fix  months  ago  ? 

tc  Look’e,  landlord,  I  think,"  argued  Will,  with  a  grin, 
a  That  with  honeft  intentions  you  firfi:  took  me  in ; 

But  from  the  firfi;  night — and  to  fay  it  I’m  bold — 

I  have  been  fo  damn’d  hot,  that  I’m  fure  I  caught  cold." 

Quoth  the  landlord — “  Till  now,  I  ne’er  had  a  difpute; 

I’ve  let  lodgings  ten  years  ; — I’m  a  Baker  to  boot ; 

III  airing  your  fheets,  Sir,  my  wife  is  no  floven. 

And  your  bed  is  immediately — over  my  Oven.’’ 

u  The  Oven ! ! !’’  fays  Will-fays  the  hoft,  a  why  this  paflion  ? 
In  that  excellent  bed  died  three  people  of  fafliion. 

Why  fo  cruftv,  good  Sir?"  “  Zounds  !’’  cries  Will,  in  a  taking— 
“  Who  wouldn’t  be  crufty,  with  half  a  year’s  baking?" 

Will  paid  for  his  rooms  ;  cried  the  hoft,  with  a  fneer, 

14  Well,  I  fee  you’ve  been  going  away  half  a  year/’ 
u  Friend,  we  can’t  well  agree" — “  yet  no  quarrel" — Will  faid, 

“  For  one  man  may  die  where  another  makes  bread." 
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The  Hijiory  of  Scotland ,  from  the 
accejion  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart 
to  that  of  Mary.  With  Appen¬ 
dixes  of  Original  Tapers.  By 
John  Pinkerton.  4  to.  2  to  Is. 

PREVIOUSLY  to  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  thefe  volumes,  that 
portion  of  the  hittory  of  Scotland  to 
which  they  are  devoted,  had  not 
engaged  the  attention  of  any  writer 
of  eminence.  Yet  it  cannot  be  de¬ 
nied  that  the  fubjeft  is,  in  many 
refpeds,  worthy  of  the  pen  of  an 
hittorian  of  talent.  Living  in  the 
fame  itland,  being  for  centuries  the 
inveterate  and  brave  enemies  to 
Englifhmen,  having  much  in  com¬ 
mon  with  them,  in  their  government, 
language  and  cuftoms,  and  now 
forming  with  them  one  community, 
and  contributing  large  1}'  to  the  glory 
of  the  kingdom,  the  Scotch  and 
their  concerns  cannot  but  be  an 
objedt  of  intereft  to  an  enlightened 
reader  of  the  Britifli  annals.  That 
the  task  of  recording  their  achieve¬ 
ments  thould  have  been  undertaken 
by  one  fo  capable  as  Mr.  Pinkerton 
is,  of  performing  it  with  ability,  is 
a  gratifying  circumftance  to  the 
Scottifh  people  ;  nor  is  it  of  trivial 
importance  to  the  lover  of  litera¬ 
ture.  Extenfive  reading,  patience 
in  refearch,  and  acuteness  of  intel¬ 
lect,  are  qualities  indifpenfable  to 
an  hiftorian  ;  and  that  Mr.  Pinker¬ 
ton  pollefles  thefe  qualities,  no  per- 


fon  has,  we  believe,  ever  been  dif- 
pofed  to  deny.  In  compofition, 
arrangement,  and  other  requifites, 
he  is  by  no  means  deficient.  That 
he  ranks  in  the  firfi;  class  of  hifto- 
rians,  with  Gibbon,  Hume  and 
Robertfon,  it  would  be  too  much 
to  affirm.  In  the  fecond  clafs, 
however,  he  may  boldly  claim  an 
honourable  Ration. 

The  plan  of  the  work  the  author 
fliall  himfelf  explain.  “  It  being 
in  fome  refpe&s  new,”  fays  he,  “  it 
may  not  be  unneceffary  to  indicate 
the  caufes  of  the  arrangement.  Th* 
characters  of  the  monarchs  are  de¬ 
lineated  at  the  commencement,  not 
attheclofeof  their  reigns;  becaufe  in 
the  moft  eminent  hiftorical  produc¬ 
tions,  when  other  perfonages  afcend 
the  fcene,  they  are  thus  introduced, 
and  recommended  to  the  reader’s 
attention,  as  he  becomes  more  in- 
terefied  in  the  events  by  a  previous 
acquaintance  with  the  actors.  In 
the  other  mode,  the  mind  seems  to 
feel  fome  defeat  in  gratification, 
fome  defire  to  re-perufe  the  reign, 
in  order  to  mark  its  correspondence 
with  the  chara&er :  nor  can  any 
juft  caufe  be  affigned,  why  the 
princes  fhould,  in  this  refped,  be 
diftinguiffied  from  the  other  chief 
perfonages.  Nor  is  the  private 
perfonal  character  of  a  monarch-  al¬ 
ways  to  be  difcerned  in  the  public 
fortunes  of  his  fovereignty,  often 
the  machinations  of  minifters  and 
L  3  parties, 
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parties,  though  it  doubtlefs  has  such 
influence  as  to  deferve  great  atten¬ 
tion  :  and  modern  hiftory  not  per¬ 
mitting  fuch  variety  of  rhetoric  and 
digreffion,  as  the  ancient  elaffical 
models  afford,  it  becomes  the  more 
important  to  preferve  its  legal  wealth 
un  violated,  and  to  diverfify  the 
chronicle  of  wars  and  treaties  by 
ethic  portraiture,  by  delineations 
of  men  and  manners.  Yet  in  this 
arrangement  of  the  charaders,  it  be¬ 
comes  indifpenfable  that  the  reign 
be  firfl  compofed  with  complete 
candour,  from  the  mod  genuine  and 
unbiaffed  fources,  and  meditated  in 
all  its  relations  of  time,  place,  and 
circumftances,  before  a  juft  eftimate 
can  be  prefixed. 

“  Another  novelty  is  the  retro- 
fped,  interpofed  at  appropriated 
epochs,  of  the  ftate  of  the  country 
in  civilization,  government,  laws, 
tactics,  agriculture,  commerce,  lite¬ 
rature,  and  the  arts,  during  a  pre¬ 
ceding  period.  The  elaffical  page 
of  hiftory,  from  the  age  of  Hero¬ 
dotus  to  the  lateft  voice  of  expiring 
Rome,  is  illuminated  with  fuch 
refearches,  though  commonly  pre- 
fented  in  the  form  of  digreffions ; 
hut  they  are  certainly  deferving  of 
a  feparate  and  peculiar  nich  in  the 
temple  of  memory.  At  the  fame 
time  it  would  be  rafli  too  far  to 
depart  from  the  models  venerated 
by  the  wifdom  of  ages,  or  to  forget 
that  the  prefervation  of  national 
events  is  the  allotted  province  of 
hiftory.  Thefe  (ketches  muft  there¬ 
fore  be  kept  in  due  fubfervience  to 
the  main  defign,  leaft  by  an  inju¬ 
dicious  exuberance  of  extraneous 
matter,  the  very  nature  and  name 
of  hiftory  perifh;  and  the  grandeft 
records  of  human  inftrudion,  the 
rnoft  pleafing  pages  of  general  en- 
ertainment,  become  cumbrous  vo¬ 


lumes  of  reference,  chained  to  the 
groaning  (helves  of  libraries.  Suf¬ 
ficiently  difficult,  if  performed  with 
due  fenfe  of  its  importance,  is  the 
talk  of  the  hiftorian  ;  and  he  needs 
little  to  encroach  on  other  depart¬ 
ments  of  fcience,  upon  which  for 
him  to  dilate,  would  be  as  abfurd 
as  if  he  were  to  give  the  natural 
hiftory  of  the  animals  and  plants 
of  a  kingdom.  But  when  reftrided 
within  proper  bounds,  and  in  fome 
imitation  of  elaffical  pradice,  thefe 
(ketches  may  be  regarded  as  not 
only  among  the  moft  inftrudive  and 
interefting  parts  of  hiftory,  but  as 
an  agreeable  variety  and  relief  from 
the  lefs  diverfified  feries  of  modern 
events.  The  author  was  happy  to 
find  that  his  ideas  on  this  topic  cor- 
refponded  with  thofe  of  the  late  Mr. 
Gibbon,  who  was  pleafed  warmly 
to  exprefs  his  approbation  of  this 
part  of  the  plan,  of  its  arrangement, 
and  of  the  fpace  allotted  to  it,  as 
calculated,  not  to  encumber  and 
opprefs  the  genuine  province  of 
hiftory,  but  to  variegate,  enliven, 
and  adorn/' 

There  is  another  and  dill  more 
important  point,  that  of  impar¬ 
tiality,  on  which  Mr.  Pinkerton 
gives  the  moft  fatisfadory  affurances. 
“  It  is,"  fays  he,  “  a  trite  remark 
that  an  hiftorian  fliould.  belong  to 
no  fed,  and  no  party  :  with  what¬ 
ever  feverity  and  modefty  he  may 
eftimate  his  efforts,  ftill  his  labours, 
however  humble,  muft  in  their  very 
nature  appeal  to  pofterity  ;  and  to 
pollute  his  pages  with  the  fadion 
of  the  day,  would  be  to  violate  his 
own  dignity,  and  rejed  his  belt  re¬ 
ward.  This  work,  begun  long  be¬ 
fore  that  change  which  produced 
the  prefent  opinions  and  commo¬ 
tions  in  Europe,  was  completed  in 
a  filent  inattention  to  them;  and 
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every  fentiment  would  have  been 
the  fame,  had  the  publication  taken 
place  ten  years  ago.” 

The  copious  references  which 
appear  in  the  notes,  bear  teftimony 
to  the  diligence  and  care  with  which 
Mr.  Pinkerton  has  fought  out,  and 
availed  himfelf  of,  every  document 
that  could  throw  light  upon  his  fub- 
je6t.  He  complains,  and  we  know 
the  complaint  to  be  founded  on 
truth,  that  “  fcarce  a  ftep  could 
be  advanced,  without  fome  doubt 
arifing  in  faO,  or  in  chronology,  fo 
that  the  information  of  a  paragraph 
is  often  the  labour  of  a  differtation.” 
He  has,  however,  been  fuccefsful  in 
removing  the  numerous  obftaeles 
that  impeded  his  progrefs.  In  no¬ 
ticing  the  authorities  upon  which 
he  grounds  his  work,  he  dates  that, 
“  not  to  mention  the  innumerable 
new  materials  ufed  in  the  various 
reigns,  that  of  James  V,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  is  almoft  wholly  coinpofed  from 
the  original  letters  of  the  chief 
adlors,  and  is  perhaps  the  firft  at¬ 
tempt  of  the  kind  in  any  language, 
a  few  references  to  fuch  documents 
having  hitherto  fatisfied  the  am¬ 
bition  of  truth  and  accuracy.  On 
a  comparifon  with  preceding  ac¬ 
counts,  the  reader  will  judge  how 
much  the  modern  hiftory  of  all 
dates  might  be  verified  anc  im¬ 
proved,  by  fueh  a  plan ;  and  how 
many  grofs  errors  remain  in  the 
mod  celebrated  pages  of  hidory. 
The  talk  is  indeed  laborious,  but 
what  is  temporary  labour,  when 
compared  with  eternal  truth?”  The 
noble  fentiment  of  the  lad  fentence 
does  honour  to  the  feelings  of  Mr. 
Pinkerton,  and  ought  to  be  condant- 
ly  borne  in  mind  by  every  hidorian. 

The  fird  four  books  of  the  His¬ 
tory  contain  the  reigns  of  Robert 
the  feconcl  and  third,  the  regencies 
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of  Robert,  and  Murdoc,  dukes  of 
Albany,  and  the  reign  of  James  the 
di  d.  The  fifth  book  is  devoted  to 
the  retrofpect,  which  is  divided  into 
fix  fedfions.  1.  State  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  of  civilization.  2.  Go¬ 
vernment,  laws,  ta&ics.  3.  Agri¬ 
culture,  life  ful  arts.  4.  Commerce, 
money,  navigation.  5.  Ecclefiadic 
hidory,  literature,  language.  6. 
Ornamental  arts,  manners,  and 
drefs. 

To  attempt  an  analyfis  of  a  work 
like  this  would  be  nothing  fhort  of 
an  abfurdity.  We  fhall,  therefore, 
confine  ourfelves  to  the  feledtion  of 
fuch  extracts  as  will  at  once  amufe 
the  reader,  and  give  him  an  idea  of 
Mr.  Pinkerton's  fitnefs  for  the  talk 
which  he  has  performed.  The  ac¬ 
count  of  the  battle  of  Otterburn 
fhall  be  our  firft  extradf;  the  two 
leading  heroes  of  that  battle  being 
familiar  to  every  reader.  It  is 
needlefs  to  fay  that  the  narrative 
is  chiefly  derived  from  that  delight¬ 
ful  writer,  the  chivalrous-hearted 
Froiffart.  The  combat  was  fought 
in  1388. 

“At  the  head  of  three  hundred 
men  at  arms,  and  of  two  thoufand 
chofen  infantry,  Douglas  proceed¬ 
ed,  without  pillaging  the  country 
or  attacking  any  place;  palfed  the 
Tine  three  miles  above  Newcadle  ; 
and,  with  the  suddennefs  and  de- 
ftru&ivenefs  of  lightning,  darted  on 
the  county  of  Durham.  When  the 
diftant  flames,  and  fmoke,  of  burn¬ 
ing  villages,  had  given  the  firft 
tidings  of  the  Scotifh  arrival,  the 
earl  of  Northumberland,  then  at 
Alnwick,  fent  his  two  fons,  Henry 
and  Ralph,  to  Newcaftle,  to  afiem- 
ble  a  force  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 
while  he  fhould  gather  another  on 
the  north,  and  preclude  their  re¬ 
treat.  All  the  country  being  pil- 
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laged  to  the  gates  of  York,  and  the 
unfortified  towns  and  villages  de- 
flroyed,  Douglas  returned  with  the 
fpoil,  repaffed  the  Tine  at  the  fame 
place,  and  came  before  Newcable, 
whither  the  chief  people  of  the 
neighbouring  counties  had  crouded, 
to  gain  the  protection  of  a  walled 
city,  and  of  the  two  gallant  Percies, 
Henry,  furnamed  Hotfpur,  and 
Ilalph,  his  brother  in  birth  and 
arms.  Many  fkirmilhes  enfuing, 
at  one  of  them  Douglas  won  the 
pennon  of  Henry  Percy,  to  the 
great  mortification  of  that  undaunt¬ 
ed  leader,  and  of  his  followers  :  and 
to  add  to  the  difgrace,  Douglas 
■vaunted,  u  this  I  fhall  carry  as  a 
fign  of  thy  prowefs  to  Scotland,  and 
fhall  place  it  on  the  pinnacle  of  my 
cable  to  be  known  by  all/'  Percy 
retorted  with  an  oath,  “  Thou  fhalt 
never  bear  it  out  of  Northumber¬ 
land;  and  in  the  end  fhalt  have 
little  caufe  to  boab ;”  to  which 
Douglas  replied,  “  Then  thou  mull 
come  this  night,  and  take  it  from 
before  my  tent.”  Next  morning 
the  Scots  purfued  their  march  ; 
and,  affailing  a  cable  without  fuc- 
cefs,  wifhed  to  proceed,  but  Doug- 
las  commanded  them  to  encamp, 
in  order  to  fee  if  Percv  would  ad- 
vance  to  recover  his  pennon,  and 
that,  being  refrelhed,  they  biould 
again  attack,  the  forlrefs  in  the 
morning.  They  accordingly  forti¬ 
fied  their  bation  with  felled  trees, 
to  prevent  a  furprife  ;  and  next 
day  captured  the  cable,  and  pur¬ 
fued  their  journey  towards  the  main 
army,  till  they  came  to  Otterburn, 
a  hamlet  amid  the  wilds  of  the 
paribi  of  Elfdon,  about  thirty  miles 
north-web  of  Newcable,  and  about 
twenty  from  the  Scotifh  borders, 
which  was  to  be  a  fcene  of  celebrity 
to  the  bard  and  to  the  hiborian. 
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“  Meanwhile  Percy  wibied  to 
purfue  the  Scotifh  detachment,  but 
was  rebrained  by  the  tidings  that 
the  main  army  was  near,  and  ready 
to  fupport  Douglas  ;  till  the  cou¬ 
riers  brought  certain  intelligence 
that  they  were  far  diftant,  and  in¬ 
capable  of  effecting  a  junction  for 
fome  days.  Percy,  with  his  ufual 
irapetuofity,  inftantly  cried,  “  To 
horfe  !”  it  being  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing;  and  left  Newcable  attended 
by  fix  hundred  lances,  or  knights 
and  fquires,  and  eight  thoufand  in¬ 
fantry,  accoutred  with  the  dreadful 
long  bows  of  England.  After  a 
forced  march,  they  reached  the 
Scotifh  camp  at  Otterburn,  late  in 
the  evening.  The  Scots  had  fupped, 
fome  had  even  retired  to  reft,  fa¬ 
tigued  with  various  exertion;  and 
the  Englilh  began  to  enter  the  outer 
entrenchment,  where  the  fervants 
were  bationed,  fhouting  “  Percy  ! 
Fercy !  ”  but  they  found  it  well 
fortihed.  Some  infantry  were  or¬ 
dered  to  fupport  the  fervants,  by 
the  Scotibi  chiefs,  who  in  the  mean 
time  armed  in  habe,  and  arrayed 
their  men  under  their  banners. 
Night  was  now  advanced  ;  but  the 
moon  flione  clear  in  a  ferene  fky  of 
the  month  of  Auuub. 

“  The  Scots,  armed  and  arranged, 
proceeded,  not  towards  the  affail- 
ants,  but  around  an  eminence  ;  and 
attacking  the  enemy  in  the  rear, 
raifed  all  at  once  the  cry  of  battle, 
upon  which  the  Englibi,  in  furprize, 
turned,  brengthened  their  ranks,  and 
refounded  “Percy!”  in  anfwer  to 
the  Scotifh  acclaim  of  “  Douglas !” 
After  a  fevere  conteft,  the  Scots 
were  on  the  point  of  yielding  to 
numbers,  when  the  earl  of  Doug¬ 
las  ardently  pubied  forward  his 
banner ;  and  both  the  Percies  ad¬ 
vanced  againb  him,  with  equal  im- 
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petuofity,  fo  that  the  Scots  recoiled, 
and,  had  not  the  valour  of  the  two 
Hepburns  been  oppofed,  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  Douglas  had  been  taken. 
Douglas,  irritated  by  the  appre- 
henfion  of  difgrace,  routed  all  his 
ftrength  and  courage ;  and,  bran- 
dithing  a  two-handed  battle-axe, 
opened  the  thick  files  of  the  foe,  as 
with  a  long  avenue,  defpiling  nume¬ 
rous  blows,  and  committing  his  life 
to  the  temper  of  his  armour.  He 
had  advanced  far  from  his  bat¬ 
talions,  when  he  fell  under  three 
mortal  wounds.  But  ignorance  of 
his  fate  forbad  the  Englilh  to  tri¬ 
umph,  and  the  Scots  to  defpair. 
The  former  only  faw  that  fome 
valiant  man  at  arms  had  fallen : 
and  the  latter  were  infpirited  by  the 
earls  of  March  and  Moray  to  fol¬ 
low  a  tradt,  which  they  knew  not 
had  eondu&ed  their  leader  to  death. 
Fortune  now  began  to  favour  the 
Scots.  Ralph  Percy,  advancing  too 
far, in  returning  wasfeverely  wound¬ 
ed,  and  taken  prifoner  by  Maxwell, 
a  knight  who  followed  Moray  : 
and  the  Englifh,  exhaufted  with  a 
fatiguing  march,  and  an  obflinate 
conteft,  began  to  exhibit  fymptoms 
of  depreffion  and  defeat. 

Douglas,  faint  with  the  lofs  of 
blood,  and  fenfible  of  the  approaches 
of  death,  was  defended  by  his  valiant 
chaplain,  William  of  North  Ber¬ 
wick.  His  banner  lay  on  the 
groundfnot  far  from  him,  the  bearer 
being  flain,  when  Lindfay,  Sinclair, 
and  fome  other  knights,  prefled 
through  the  now  yielding  foe,  and 
reached  the  fpot,  and  befpoke  their 
general.  Even  trifles  in  fuch  a 
converfation  are  interefting — “  Cou- 
fln,  how  goes  it?”  faid  Sinclair. 
Douglas  anfwered,  “  But  fo,  fo. 
Praifed  be  God,  few  of  my  anceflors 
have  died  in  chambers  or  beds,— 


Avenge  me,  for  I  die. — my  heart 
faints  too  repeatedly.  Raife  again 
my  banner,  and  fliout  Douglas  S 
But  tell  neither  friend  nor  foe  how 
it  fares  with  me,  for  my  enemies 
would  exult,  and  my  friends  be  dif- 
confolate.”  The.  banner  was  erect¬ 
ed  ;  the  whole  field  relounded  with 
the  animating  cry  of  “  Douglas!” 
and  the  Scots,  excited  as  with  the 
voice  of  victory,  inftantly  formed 
one  phalanx,  and  with  levelled 
fpears  pufhed  the  enemy  to  flight. 

Henry  Percy  was  taken  prifoner 
by  Montgomery  ;  and  the  defeat 
was  complete.  Radman,  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Berwick,  was  almofl;  the  only 
Englifhman  of  note  who  efcaped  : 
and  the  Scots  purfued  the  chase  for 
five  miles,  The  number  of  the 
Englifh  flain  is  computed  at  twelve 
hundred.  Such  was  the  battle  at 
Otterburn,  which  Froiflart  repre¬ 
sents  as  the  molt  eminent  fought 
in  his  time,  for  heroic  bravery  on 
both  Tides,  and  the  real  fpirit  of  war. 
Fie  alfo  highly  applauds  the  cour- 
tefy  (hewn  by  the  Scots  to  their 
prifoner ;  and  observes  that  both 
nations  were  not  lefs  laudable  for 
their  benevolence  after  a  battle, 
than  for  their  courage  during  its 
rage.  Douglas  was  carried  to  his 
tent,  where  he  foon  expired.” 

This  defeat  was  feverely  avenged 
at  the  battle  of  Homildon  Hill,  in 
1402,  when  Henry  Percy  was  en¬ 
countered  by  another  Douglas,  but 
with  different  fuccefs.  The  ftory 
of  this  battle  contains  fuch  a  beau¬ 
tiful  trait  of  the  manners  of  the 
times,  and  alfo  of  noblenefs  of  mind, 
that  it  deferves  to  be  quoted.  After 
having  made  an  inroad  into  Eng¬ 
land,  “  Douglas  had  reached  Wool- 
er  in  his  return;  and  perceiving 
the  enemy,  l'eized  a  ftrong  poft  be¬ 
tween  the  two  armies,  called  Homil- 

doit 
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don  Hill.  In  this  method  he  rivalled 
his  predeceflbr  at  the  battle  of  Ot- 
terburn,  but  not  with  like  fiiccefs. 
The  Englifh  advanced  to  the  affault, 
and  lienry  Percy  was  about  to  lead 
them  up  the  hill,  when  March 
caught  his  bridle,  and  advifed  him 
to  advance  no  further,  but  to  pour 
the  dreadful  lhower  of  Englifh  ar¬ 
rows  into  the  enemy.  This  advice 
was  followed  with  the  ufual  fortune; 
for  in  all  ages  the  bow  was  the 
Englifh  inflrument  of  victory,  and 
though  the  Scots,  and  perhaps  the 
French,  were  fuperior  in  the  ufe  of 
the  fpear,  yet  this  weapon  was  ufe- 
lefs  after  the  diftant  bow  had  de¬ 
cided  the  combat.  Robert  the 
Great,  fenfible  of  this,  at  the  battle 
of  Banocburn,  ordered  a  prepared 
detachment  of  cavalry,  to  rufh 
among  the  Englifh  archers  at  the 
commencement,  totally  to  difperfe 
them,  and  flop  the  deadly  effufion. 
But  Douglas  now  ufed  no  fuch  pre¬ 
caution,  and  the  eonfequence  was, 
that  his  people,  drawn  up  on  the 
face  of  a  hill,  prefented  one  general 
mark  to  the  enemy,  none  of  whofe 
arrows  defcended  in  vain.  The 
Scots  fell  without  fight,  and  unre¬ 
venged,  till  a  fpirited  knight,  Swin- 
ton,  exclaimed  aloud,  “  My  brave 
countrymen  !  what  fascination  has 
feized  you  to-day,  that  you  hand 
like  deer  to  be  fhot,  inftead  of  in¬ 
dulging  your  ancient  courage,  and 
meeting  3  our  enemies  hand  to  hand  ? 
Let  thofe  who  will,  defcend  with 
me,  that  we  gain  vi&ory,  or  life, 
or  fall  like  men.”  This  being  beard 
by  Adam  Gordon,  between  whom 

and  Swinton  there  exifted  an  an- 

♦ 

cient  and  deadly  feud,  attended  with 
the  mutual  daughter  of  many  fol¬ 
lowers,  he  inflantly  fell  on  his  knees 
before  Swinton,  begged  his  pardon, 
and  defired  to  be  dubbed  a  knight 


by  him  wrhom  he  mud  now  regard 
as  the  wifefl,  and  bolded  of  that 
order  in  Britain.  The  ceremony 
performed,  Swinton  and  Gordon  de¬ 
fcended  the  hill,  accompanied  only 
by  one  hundred  men ;  and  a  def- 
perate  valour  led  the  whole  body 
to  death.  Had  a  fimilar  fpirit 
been  fhewn  by  the  Scotifh  army, 
it  is  probable  that  the  event  of 
the  day  would  have  been  difficult. 
Douglas,  who  was  certainly  defi- 
cient  in  the  mod  important  qualities 
of  a  general,  feeing  his  army  begin 
to  difperfe,  at  length  attempted  to 
defcend  the  hill ;  but  the  Englifh 
archers,  retiring  a  little,  fent  a  flight 
of  arrows  fo  fharp  and  ftrong  that 
no  armour  could  withdand ;  and 
the  Scotidi  leader  himfelf,  whofe 
panoply  was  of  remarkable  temper, 
fell  under  dve  wounds,  though  not 
mortal.  The  Englifh  men  of  arms, 
knights  or  fquires,  did  not  ftrike 
one  blow,  but  remained  fpedators 
of  the  rout,  which  was  now  com¬ 
plete.  Great  numbers  of  the  Scots 
were  flain,  and  near  five  hundred 
perifhed  in  the  river  Tweed  upon 
their  flight.  Among  the  illudrious 
captives  were  Douglas,  whose  chief 
wound  deprived  him  of  an  eye  ; 
Murdoc,  fon  of  Albany  ;  the  earls 
of  Moray  and  Angus;  and  about 
twenty-four  gentlemen  of  eminent 
rank  and  power.  The  chief  dain 
were  Swinton,  Gordon,  Livingdone 
of  Cullendar,  Ramfay  of  Dalhoufie, 
Walter  Sinclair,  Roger  Gordon, 
Walter  Scot,  and  others.  Such 
was  the  iflue  of  the  unfortunate 
battle  of  Homildon.” 

It  is  a  curious  circumdance 
that,  as  if  this  battle  had  been  fated 
to  be  the  Englifh  revenge  for  that 
of  Otterburn,  the  fuperiorit}'  of 
numbers  was,  this  time,  in  the  fame 
proportion  on  the  fide  of  the  Scots  ; 

the 
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the  Scots'  army  con  fitting  of  10,000 
men,  while  the  Englifh  was  not  more 
than  4,500  men.  In  one  point  the 
refembla.nce  was  not  perfect :  the 
Englifh  general  was  not  (lain.  Bet¬ 
ter,  however, had  it  been  that  he  had 
fallen,  than  lived,  as  he  did,  to  dis¬ 
grace  his  victory  by  an  a<5t  of  cruelty. 
“  Among  the  captives  was  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Stuart  of  Foreft;  and  Percy 
infilled  that  he,  being  a  native  of 
Tividale,  when  under  the  Englifh 
power,  fhould  be  regarded  as  a 
traitor.  Stuart,  a  man  of  wifdom 
and  eloquence,  defended  himfelf  fo 
well  that  he  was  acquitted  by  three 
fuccettive  juries  ;  but  the  malice  of 
Percy  led  him  to  appoint  a  new 
jury  of  his  followers,  and  Stuart 
was  drawn  and  quartered,  amidtt 
the  murmurs  of  the  Englifh,  who 
knew  that  his  merit  was  the  only 
caufe  of  his  death.”  A  fquire, 
named  Thomas  Ker,  was  put  to 
death  in  the  fame  illegal  manner. 
The  quarters  of  thefe  two  unfortu¬ 
nate  men  were  expofed  on  the  gates 
of  York,  art  atrocity  which,  as 
Winton,  with  a  pardonable  bitter- 
nefs  obferves,  was  foon  retaliated 
on  Percy  himfelf.” 

The  fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth 
books  contain  the  reigns  of  James 
the  fecond  and  third ;  and  the  ninth 
book  confifts  of  a  copious  retrofpect, 

1  arranged,  as  the  whole  are,  under 
fix  fections. 

There  is  fomething  exceedingly 
touching  in  the  following  account  of 
the  deep  grief  which  was  felt  by 
Margaret  of  Scotland,  and  her  con- 
fequent  untimely  death,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fome  afperfions  which  had 
been  thrown  upon  her  character  by 
a  defpicable  courtier.  She  was  the 
fitter  of  James  the  second  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  was  married  to  the  dau¬ 
phin,  afterwards  the  deteftable  Lewis 
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the  eleventh.  At  the  time  of  her 
death  fhe  was  only  in  her  twenty- 
fecond  year.  Hers  was  indeed  the 
fenfibility  of  honour  which  felt  a 
ftain  like  a  wound.  An  old  French 
writer  fays  of  her,  with  much  fim- 
plicity,  that  “  elle  etoit  belle  et 
bonne  donne.” 

“  The  fingular  fate  of  this  prin- 
cefs  may  excufe  a  digreffive  note, 
from  the  original  materials  furnhhed 
by  Duclos,  being  the  informations 
taken  in  October  1445  and  in  1446, 
concerning  the  caufe  of  her  death. 
Thefe  informations  purport  that 
certain  words,  spoken  by  the  ma¬ 
licious  Jamet  de  Tillay,  an  officer 
of  the  dauphin,  had  penetrated  fo 
deeply  the  tender  and  melancholy 
heart  of  Margaret,  as  to  occafion 
her  death.  Their  truth  ffie  denied 
on  the  perdition  of  her  foul ;  but  fhe 
would  recline  on  her  fofa,  and  ex¬ 
claim,  Oh  Jamet  l  Jamet !  you  have 
gained  your  purpofe.  If  I  die  it  is 
on  your  account,  on  account  of  the 
fair  words  you  have  fpoken  of  me, 
without  caufe  or  reafon.  At  other 
times  fhe  would  fay,  May  I  die  if 
I  ever  wronged  my  hufband!  The 
fenefchal  of  Poitou,  prefent  when 
the  latter  expreffion  efcaped,  ex¬ 
claimed,  Falfe  and  wicked  fcoundrel, 
ttie  dies  by  your  malice !  On  her 
death  bed,  her  confefibr  could  hardly 
perfuade  her  to  pardon  Jamet :  and 
the  cried  out,  Now  he  has  gained 
his  purpofe.  The  words,  fhe  faid, 
were  the  worft  that  could  be  pro¬ 
nounced  of  a  woman,  and  tended  to 
ruin  her  in  the  opinion  of  the  dau¬ 
phin.  Almoft  her  laft  expreffion 
was,  Were  it  not  for  my  conjugal 
faith,  I  fhould  repent  that  I  ever 
came  to  France. 

“  On  the  fecond  examination  in 
1446,  May — Aug.  Jamet  de  Tillay 
was  twice  queftioned ;  and  the  queen 
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of  France  herfelf  gave  a  depofition. 
Tillay  eonfefled  that,  on  entering 
the  chamber  of  the  dauphinefs  in 
the  dufk  of  the  evening,  and  per¬ 
ceiving  no  lights,  he  faid  it  was 
grande  paillardie  in  the  officers  to 
ffiew  fuch  negligence ;  denied  that 
he  accufed  lady  Pregente  of  manag¬ 
ing  Margaret’s  amours,  as  he  would 
not  wiffi  more  chaftity  in  his  own 
wife,  than  he  was  perfuaded  be¬ 
longed  to  the  dauphinefs ;  and  he 
offered  the  duel  to  any  man  who 
would  fay  that  he  had  arraigned  her 
honour:  denied  that  he  afferted  that 
Margaret’s  illnefs  arofe  from  love, 
while  he  only  faid  that  it  proceeded 
from  her  fitting  up  all  night,  making 
rondeaux  and  ballads,  and  that  ffie 
would  never  have  a  child  while  (lie 
was  fo  fond  of  four  apples  and  vine¬ 
gar.  He  denied  that  he  faid  the 
dauphin  did  not  love  his  wife  be¬ 
cause  4  les  baffes  marches  ne  se 
portoient  pas  bien/  The  queen’s  de¬ 
pofition  proves  Tillay  to  have  been  a 
malicious  meddling  fellow,  capable 
of  any  falfehood.  His  fecond  exami¬ 
nation  bears  that  Margaret  would 
compofe  twelve  rondeaux  in  a  day  ; 
that  ffie  fometimes  was  laced  too 
tight,  at  other  times  too  loofe.  The 
fatal  words  at  length  appear  to  have 
been  4  Avez  vous  point  vue  cette 
dame  la?  Elle  a  mieux  maniere 
d’une  paillarde  que  d’une  grande 
maitreffe.’  ‘  Have  you  feen  that 
lady?  ffie  has  more  the  appearance 
of  a  harlot  than  of  a  great  princefs/ 
He  denied  that  he  had  faid  them,  and 
offered  the  duel ;  afferting  that  no 
lady  could  have  more  of  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  high  birth.  But  the  words 
were  confirmed  by  another  witnefs.” 

With  the  haughty,  powerful  and 
turbulent  ariftocracy,  the  monarchs 
of  Scotland  were  engaged  in  per¬ 
petual  contefts,  and  were  often  its 


vidims.  The  family  of  Douglas 
were  long  the  moft  formidable  and 
the  moft  infolent  of  the  nobles. 
With  what  unbounded  contempt  the 
royal  authority  was  treated,  a  fiugle 
anecdote  will  evince. 

After  having  enteredf  with  the 
two  moft  potent  nobles  of  the  north 
of  Scotland,  into  a  league,  44  oblig¬ 
ing  all  the  parties  to  mutual  defence 
againft  every  injury,”  and  the  flight- 
eft  aftertion  of  the  laws  was  con- 
fidered,  in  fuch  cafes,  as  an  inex¬ 
piable  injury,  44  Douglas  had  per¬ 
fuaded  or  overawed  moft  of  his 
vaffals,  efpecially  thofe  in  Galloway, 
Kyle,  Garrick,  Cunningham,  and 
the  diftrids  adjacent,  into  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  attendance,  and  aid, 
even  againft  the  fovereign  himfelf. 
But  a  few  of  the  more  moderate 
and  prudent,  were  averfe  to  fuch 
illegal  ties;  and  among  thefe  was 
diftinguifhed  Maclelan,  guardian  to 
the  heir  of  Bombv,  and  a  near  re- 
lation  of  fir  Patrick  Gray,  who 
was  fon  of  lord  Gray,  and  captain 
of  the  king’s  guard,  an  office  of  the 
greateft  confidence.  The  earl  of 
Douglas,  irritated  at  Maclelan’s 
obftinacy  in  reditude,  fuddenly  be- 
fieged  his  houfe,  took  it,  conveyed 
the  owner  to  the  caftle  of  Douglas, 
and  threw  him  into  ftrid  durance. 
Upon  hearing  this,  fir  Patrick  Gray 
laid  the  affair  before  the  king,  and 
inftantly  obtained  a  mild  letter, 
rather  of  fupplication  than  of  com¬ 
mand,  requefting  Douglas  to  deliver 
the  prifoner  to  Gray.  The  earl  was 
fitting  at  dinner  in  the  caftle  of 
Douglas,  when  he  was  told  that 
Gray,  a  familiar  fervant  of  the  king, 
was  at  the  gate ;  and,  in  fome  fur- 
prize,  arofe  to  receive  him  with 
much  apparent  civility,  and  invited 
him  to  partake  of  the  repaft. 
During  the  enjoyments  of  the  table, 

Douglas 
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Douglas  was  revolving  what  Gray's 
commiffion  could  be;  and  gueffing 
the  truth  gave  a  fecret  order,  in 
confequence  of  which  the  prifoner 
was  led  to  a  green  be  fide  the  caftle, 
where  his  head  was  (truck  off,  and 
taken  away,  and  a  cloth  was  fpread 
over  the  body.  The  meal  ended, 
Gray  produced  the  royal  letter, 
which  was  received  with  all  the 
respect  of  fraud  ;  and  the  earl  hav¬ 
ing  perufed  it  faid,  ‘  l  am  beholden 
to  you  for  bringing  me  fo  gracious 
a  letter  from  the  king,  especially 
confidering  how  matters  stand  be¬ 
tween  us  at  prefent.  The  demand 
/hall  instantly  be  granted,  and  the 
more  favourably  for  your  fake.’  He 
then  took  Gray  by  the  hand,  and 
led  him  to  the  green,  where  remov¬ 
ing  the  cloth,  Douglas  coldly  faid, 

*  Sir  Patrick,  you  are  come  a  little 
too  late.  This  is  your  liffer’s  fon, 
but  he  wants  the  head.  Take  his 
body,  and  do  with  it  what  you  will.’ 
Gray  replied  in  anguifh,  ‘  My  lord, 
fince  you  have  taken  his  head,  you 
may  difpofe  of  his  body  then  call¬ 
ing  for  his  horfes,  he  mounted,  and 
faid,  ‘  My  lord,  if  1  live,  you  (hall 
be  rewarded  for  your  prefent  la¬ 
bour,  according  to  your  demerits/ 
Douglas,  enraged  at  this  threat, 
called  for  his  horfe  ;  but  fir  Patrick 
by  the  goodnefs  of  his  led  steed  ef- 
caped  the  purfuit,  which  extended 
near  to  Edinburgh.” 

This  bale  and  bloody  monfter  did 
not  efcape  with  impunity.  He  was 
/lain  by  the  hands  of  the  king 
(James  II.)  and  fir  Patrick  Gray, 
at  a  conference  in  Sterling  Caftle, 
at  which  he  provoked  his  fate,  by 
treating  his  fovereign  with  his 
wonted  contumely.  It  is,  however, 
melancholy  to  know  that,  fo  impo¬ 
tent  were  the  laws,  the  king  was 
compelled  to  refort  to  humiliating 


arts,  in  order  to  draw  within  his 
power  this  audacious  criminal,  who 
deferved  to  be  feized  in  the  face  of 
day,  and  hanged  upon  the  higheft 
gibbet  in  the  Scottifh  kingdom. 

From  the  retrofpect  of  the  firft 
period,  which  reviews  fixty  years, 
and  still  more  from  that  of  the 
fecond  period,  which  contains  fifty- 
one  years,  a  multitude  of  curious 
particulars  might  be  quoted,  did  our 
limits  permit.  We  can  afford  fpace 
for  only  two  or  three,  from  the  fe¬ 
cond.  The  times  delcribed  are 
thofe  between  the  years  1437  and 
1488. 

“  A  poem  written  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  James  III,  or  be¬ 
ginning  of  that  of  James  IV,  prefents 
curious  intelligence  concerning  the 
manners  of  the  citizens.  A  queftion 
is  propofed,  why  the  wealth  of  bur- 
geffes  commonly  expires  with  their 
immediate  heirs?  The  reafons  af- 
figned  are,  that  their  fathers  begin 
in  rigid  poverty,  ‘  with  good  luck, 
and  a  halfpenny,  and  a  lamb/kin 
then  proceed  to  the  fituation  of  a 
pedlar,  who,  when  his  pack  becomes 
worth  forty  Scotti/h  pounds,  buys  a 
large  horfe,  then  a  cart.  The  next 
/luge  is  a  fhop  in  town  ;  with  a 
counter,  chefts,  and  Flemifh  coffers, 
lie  becomes  a  merchant,  and  'goes 
to  fea  with  exports  and  imports  ; 
marries  a  rich  wife;  his  cupboard 
of  plate  is  worth  three  thoufand 
pounds;  his  gowns  and  other  gar¬ 
ments  are  gay,  filk  on  Sundays, 
green  or  grey  cloth  at  other  times ; 
while  his  wife  is  arrayed  in  fcarlet. 
He  dies;  and  his  heir  fucceeds  to 
opulence  unacquired  by  labour.  The 
fon  is  nurtured  in  luxury,  wears  rich 
rings,  and  is  difgufted  to  hear  that 
his  father  sold  fheep  /kins:  keeps 
many  lervants,  /’pends  his  time  in 
the  tavern,  or  playing  at  hazard;  till 

finking 
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finking  into  penury,  he  becomes  the 
follower  of  fome  lord’s  fon  at  court. 

“  In  the  fame  poem  the  mal-ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice  is  repeatedly 
mentioned,  as  a  chief  caufe  of  the 
oppreftion  of  the  poor.  The  coroners, 
the  juftices,  the  ferjands  or  mairs, 
derived  their  impious  emoluments 
by  extortion,  on  various  pretexts, 
from  the  more  thriving  yeomen,  till 
they  reduced  them  to  poverty,  or 
forced  them  to  leave  their  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  when  their  fuccefiors  fuffered 
the  same  fate.  Bribes  alone  could 
fecure  an  audience ;  an  honeft  farmer 
would  be  accufed  of  theft  or  rapine ; 
and  the  fines  impofed  was  mealured 
by  the  profperity  of  his  induftry. 
The  very  laws  intended  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  poor  were  converted 
into  inftruments  of  their  oppreffion ; 
while  the  repeated  ftatutes  for  the 
due  adminiftration  of  juftice  were 
eluded  during  the  regal  fway,  and  fell 
afleep  during  a  minority.  Even  fo 
late  as  Mary’s  reign,  the  balance  of 
juftice  was  commonly  uled  in  weigh¬ 
ing  which  bribe  was  heavieft.” 

Drefs  was  in  early  times  a  fubject 
of  grave  legiflation.  “  The  fumptuary 
law  of  James  II.  ordained  that  no 
burghers,  except  bearing  a  munici¬ 
pal  office,  ffiall  wear  gowns  of  filk, 
or  fcarlet  cloth,  or  decked  with 
mertrick  furs.  The  regulation  is  ex¬ 
tended  to  their  wives  and  daughters ; 
who  are  moreover  to  ufe  no  gowns 
with  long  trains,  except  on  holidays; 
and  to  wear  4  ffiort  kerchiefs  with 
little  hoods,  as  are  ufed  in  Flanders, 
England,  and  other  countries.’  In¬ 
ferior  barons  and  gentlemen  are 
alike  reftricted.  None  of  the  clergy 
are  to  wear  gowns  of  fcarlet,  or 
mertrick  furs,  except  they  be  digni¬ 
taries  of  a  cathedral,  or  collegiate 
church,  or  doctors;  or  fuch  as  may 
yearly  fpend  two  hundred  marks,  or 


Englifh  nobles.  And  with  regard 
to  the  commons,  4  that  no  labourers 
nor  hufbandmen  wear  on  the  work 
day  other  than  grey  or  white  ;  and 
on  the  holiday  only  light  blue,  green, 
or  red;  and  their  wives  the  same, 
and  kerchiefs  of  their  own  making ; 
and  that  it  exceed  not  the  price  of 
forty  pence  the  eln.  And  that  no 
woman  come  to  church,  or  market, 
with  her  face  muffalled ,  or  covered, 
that  the  may  not  be  known,  under 
the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the.  head 
drefs.’  This  fapient  ftatute  was 
ena&ed  in  1458.  By  a  previous 
ftatute  of  1455,  the  drefs  of  the 
earls,  other  lords  of  parliament, 
commiffioners  of  burghs,  and  advo¬ 
cates,  had  been  regulated  with  equal 
care.  In  1476,  James  III.  ordered 
that  4  confidering  the  great  penury 
of  the  realm,  and  the  expence  of 
exporting  filk,  none  ffiould  wear  it 
in  doublets,  gowns,  or  cloaks,  whofe 
revenue  was  under  one  hundred 
pounds,  Scotiffi  money,  in  landed 
rent,  except  knights,  minftrels,  and 
heralds:  and  that  women,  whofe 
huffiands  came  not  within  the  above 
deferiptions,  ffiould  not  ufe  filk  in 
linings,  but  only  in  making  the  col¬ 
lar  and  beeves.’  ” 

The  diftertation,  under  the  fection 
of  government,  on  the  conftitution 
of  the  Scotiffi  parliament,  difplays 
an  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  fub¬ 
ject,  but  it  is  not  fufceptible  of  the 
procefs  of  abridgement,  and  it  is 
too  long  to  be  copied  entire. 

In  the  fection  of  manners,  Mr. 
Pinkerton  juftly  obferves  that  the 
order  of  knighthood  was  “  an  infti- 
tution  forming  a  kind  of  fraternal 
fociety  throughout  Europe,  and 
which  contributed  not  a  little  to 
diveft  war  of  its  horrors,  abate  na¬ 
tional  animofity,  and  to  promote  the 
intercourfe  and  confequent  civiliza- 
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tion  of  remote  kingdoms.”  The 
ancient  oath  adminiftered  in  Scot¬ 
land  has  been  preferved ;  and  it  is 
impoffible  to  deny  that  he  who 
ffri&ly  performed  the  duties  which 
it  impofed  on  him  mull  have  been 
a  noble  being. 

“  1.  I  (hall  fortify  and  defend  the 
chriftian  religion  to  the  uttermoft  of 
my  power.  2.  I  fhall  be  loyal  and 
true  to  my  fovereign  lord  the  king; 
to  all  orders  of  chivalry,  and  to  the 
noble  office  of  arms.  3.  I  ffiall  for¬ 
tify  and  defend  jultice  at  my  power ; 
and  that  without  favour  or  enmity. 
4.  I  ffiall  never  flee  from  my  fove¬ 
reign  lord  the  king;  nor  from  his 
lieutenants,  in  time  of  affray  or 
battle.  5.  I  ffiall  defend  my  native 
realm  from  all  aliens  and  flrangers. 
6.  I  fli all  defend  the  juft  action  and 
quarrel  of  all  ladies  of  honour,  of 
all  true  and  friendlefs  widows,  of 
orphans,  and  of  maidens  of  good 
fame.  7.  I  ffiall  do  diligence,  where- 
foever  I  hear  that  there  are  any 
murderers,  traitors,  or  maflerfull 
robbers,  who  opprefs  the  king's 
lieges,  and  poor  people,  to  bring 
them  to  the  law  at  my  power.  8.  I 
ffiall  maintain  and  uphold  the  noble 
ftate  of  chivalry,  with  iiorfe,  ar¬ 
mour,  and  other  knightly  habili¬ 
ments;  and  ffiall  help  and  fuccour 
thofe  of  the  fame  order,  at  my 
power,  if  they  have  need.  9.  T  ffiall 
enquire  and  leek,  to  have  the  know¬ 
ledge  and  underflanding  of  all  the 
articles  and  points  contained  in 
the  books  of  chivalry. — All  thefe 
premifes  to  obffirve,  keep,  and  fulfill, 
oblige  me  ;  fo  help  me  God  by  my 
own  hand,  and  by  Gud  himfelf.” 

The  whole  of  the  fecond  volume, 
comprehending  fix  books  of  hiftory, 
and  one  ot  retrofpect,  is  devoted  to 
the  reign  of  James  the  fourth,  and 
the  long  and  buiy  minority  and  too 


brief  reign  of  James  the  fifth.  James 
the  fourth,  as  is  well  known,  periffied 
at  the  fatal  battle  of  Flodden,  leav¬ 
ing  as  his  succeffor,  an  infant  only 
eighteen  months  of  age.  The  fitu- 
ation  of  Scotland,  on  the  death  of 
its  fovereign,  and  the  flaughter  and 
rout  of  its  army,  is  thus  forcibly 
defcribed  by  Mr.  Pinkerton.  “  No 
event  more  immediately  calamitous 
than  the  defeat  at  Flodden  darkens 
the  Scotiffi  annals.  Shrieks  of 
defpair  refounded  through  the  king¬ 
dom.  Wives,  brothers,  daughters, 
ruffied  into  the  ftreets  and  high¬ 
ways,  tearing  their  hair,  indulging 
all  the  diftraction  of  forrow  ;  while 
each  invoked  fome  favourite  name, 
a  huffiand,  a  fon,  a  father,  a  brother, 
a  lover,  now  blended  in  one  bloody 
mafs  of  deftruction.  While  the 
pleafing  labours  of  the  harveft  were 
abandoned,  while  an  awful  filence 
reigned  in  the  former  fcenes  of  rural 
mirth,  the  caflle  and  the  tower 
echoed  to  the  lamentations  of  noble 
matrons  and  virgins  ;  the  churches 
and  chapels  were  filled  with  melan¬ 
choly  proceffions,  to  deprecate  the 
divine  vengeance,  and  to  chaunt 
with  funeral  mufic  the  maffes  of  the 
flain.  Nor,  amid  the  pangs  of  pri¬ 
vate  diftrefs,  was  the  monarch  for¬ 
gotten  :  the  valiant,  the  affable,  the 
great,  the  good ;  who  in  an  evil 
hour  had  facrificed  to  precipitation, 
a  reign  of  virtue  ;  who  in  the  vigour 
of  his  life  had  fallen  in  a  foreign 
land,  and  whofe  mangled  body  was 
the  prey  of  his  enemies.  The  na¬ 
tional  forrow  was  heightened  by 
terror  at  the  fcene  which  feemed 
ready  to  open,  of  fervitude ;  and  of 
ruin.  France,  itfelf  endangered, 
could  afford  no  aid;  the  Engliffi 
monarch  might  little  regard  the  ties 
of  bkiod,  but  might  wreft  from  his 
infant  nephew  a  kingdom  left  de- 

fencelefs 
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fencelefs  by  the  lofs  of  its  peers  and 
belt  warriors.  Even  now  the  philo¬ 
sopher,  and  the  hiftorian,  may  re¬ 
gard  this  crifis  as  the  molt  fatal 
which  ever  attacked  the  profperity 
of  Scotland.  The  reign  of  James  IV. 
is  allowed  to  have  been  the  period 
of  the  higheft  national  succefs,  and 
a  Summit,  from  which  the  public 
fortune  was  gradually  to  decline,  till, 
in  the  prefect  century,  it  again  be¬ 
gan  to  afcend.  The  defeat  at  Fiod- 
deo,  the  death  of  the  king,  left  the 
country  a  prey  to  foreign  influence 
and  intrigue,  which  continued  till 
Scotland  ceafed  to  form  a  feparate 
kingdom :  her  finances  were  ex- 
haufted;  her  leaders  corrupted ;  her 
dignity  degraded ;  her  commerce  and 
her  agriculture  neglected.  Hence¬ 
forth  her  hiftoric  page  afpires  little 
to  glory ;  but  Still  continues  deeply 
to  intereft  by  the  peculiarity,  and 
variety,  and  even  by  the  tragical 
nature,  of  its  events/' 

Had  the  reign  of  James  the  fifth 
been  protracted  fora  Sufficient  period 
after  his  arrival  at  manhood,  he 
might  perhaps  have  Succeeded  in 
rooting  out  the  manifold  abufes 
which  grew  up  during  his  long  mi¬ 
nority  ;  for  he  was  a  monarch  of 
undaunted  courage,  and  of  no  ordi¬ 
nary  mind.  Even  when  he  was 
only  twelve  years  old,  u  he  rode 
well,  tilted  at  the  glove  with  a  fpear 
not  unfkilfully,  fung  with  force  and 
precision,  danced  with  elegance;  and 
his  eonverfation  did  honour  to  his 
preceptor,  Gawin  Dunbar,  a  man  of 
Science,  being  replete  with  mafcu- 
line  fenfe  and  information.  In  no¬ 
thing  would  he  permit  bimfelf  to 
be  regarded  as  a  boy.  Dr.  Magnus, 
in  requefting  Wolfey  to  fend  an  or¬ 
namented  buckler  to  James,  who 
defired  to  have  one,  on  hearing  that 
his  uncle  Sometimes  used  that  piece 


of  defenfive  armour,  informs  the 
cardinal  that  it  mult  be  of  manly 
Size,  for'  the  young  king  had  no 
puerile  weapons,  nor  decorations, 
even  his  fword  being  a  yard  long 
before  the  hilt,  and  yet  he  could' 
draw  it  as  well  as  any  man.  With 
hawks  and  hounds  he  was  delighted; 
nor  was  he  a  flranger  to  any  noble 
exercife  or  amufement.” 

The  character  of  this  monarch  is 
ably  drawn  by  INI r.  Pinkerton,  and 
we  will  Select  it,  as  a  Specimen  of 
the  talent  which  he  manifefts  in 
this  fpecies  of  delineation  : 

“  James  V.  was  now  aged  Sixteen 
years  and  about  three  months.  Of 
this  monarch  all  our  early  hiltorians 
prefent  one  uniform  character;  and 
their  general  voice  proclaims  his 
excellence.  His  education,  as  ufual 
with  princes  who  afcend  the  throne 
in  infancy,  had  been  neglected  or 
erroneous  ;  corrupted  by  flattery  ; 
rendered  deficient  in  its  talks  from 
the  preceptor’s  fear  of  difpleafing. 
Yet  his  mind  was  great,  his  affec¬ 
tions  warm,  his  difcernment  acute. 
His  vices  were  few,  and  never  inter¬ 
rupted  the  happinefs  of  his  people. 
His  propenfity  to  vague  amour  was 
palliated  by  his  general  affability  ; 
his  ffernnefs  to  the  nobles  bv  his 
favour  to  the  common  people,  which 
was  fo  eminent  that  he  received 
from  his  affectionate  fubje&s  the 
glorious  appellation  of  King  of  the 
Poor.  To  the  voice  of  poverty,  to 
the  prayer  of  diftrefs,  the  gates  of 
his  palace  ftood  ever  open :  with 
one  hand  he  raifed  the  indigent, 
while  with  the  other  he  cruflied  the 
proud  oppreffor.  In  the  knowledge 
of  the  laws  and  euftoms  of  his  king¬ 
dom  he  was  fo  completely  verfed, 
that  his  decifions  were  as  exact  as 
they  were  expeditious;  and  from 
horfeback  he  often  pronounced  de¬ 
crees 
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erees  worthy  of  the  fageft  feat  of 
juftice.  Of  indubitable  valour,  of 
remarkable  ftrength  of  conftitution, 
be  expofed  his  life,  and  health, 
without  hefitation,  at  any  feafon 
when  it  became  neceffary  to  curb 
the  marauding  borderers,  or  high¬ 
landers,  rendered  lawleis  during  the 
diforders  of  a  long  minority.  The 
dangers  of  the  wildernefs,  the  gloom 
of  night,  the  tempefts  of  winter, 
could  not  prevent  his  patient  ex¬ 
ertions  to  protect  the  helplefs,  to 
punilh  the  guilty,  to  enforce  the 
obfervance  of  the  laws.  A  ftranger 
to  pride,  he  defpifed  it  in  others  ; 
and  his  fpeech  was  ever  fprinkled 
with  humanity. (1) 

“  The  faults  of  his  government, 
though  not  minute,  are  more  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  times,  than  to  the 
character  of  the  monarch.  His 
avarice  naturally  arofe  from  the 
penury  of  his  education,  the  diffipa- 
tion  of  his  finances,  and  even  of  the 
furniture  of  his  palaces,  by  the  un¬ 
principled  duke  of  Albany.  But 
his  amafled  treafure  was  employed 
in  the  confiruction  of  magnificent 
works  of  architecture,  and  of  a 
navy,  and  of  other  plans  of  general 
utility  and  glory.  His  political  de- 
figns  were  long  ftudied ;  yet  as  he 
died  in  his  thirtieth  year  he  could 
not  have  acquired  the  experience  of 
age;  and  the  period  of  his  reign 
prefented  combinations  too  intricate 
for  the  molt  fkilful  prudence  to  fore¬ 
fee  or  define.  The  progrefs  of  the 
proteftant  religion  was  dubious ;  and 
dangerous  it  is  for  a  prince  to  em¬ 
brace  a  new  fyftem  before  it  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  great  majority  of  his 
fu'bjects.  Untaught  by  the  glorious 
concord  between  his  father  and  the 
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nobles,  James  entertained  a  fixed 
enmity  againft  the  ariftocracy,  which 
had  effected  great  ufurpations  during 
his  minority ;  and  his  attachment 
to  the  eminent  clergy,  who  alone 
could  balance  their  power,  was  un¬ 
avoidable. 

“  Of  the  person  and  domeftic  life 
of  James  V,  the  features  are  well 
known.  His  frame  was  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  fize,  and  rebuff,  capable  of  every 
exertion  of  agility  or  fatigue.  In 
elegance  of  form  and  countenance, 
he  equalled  any  prince  of  his  time. 
His  oval  face,  blue  eyes  of  piercing 
fplendour,  aquiline  nofe,  yellow  hair, 
and  fmall  beard  forked  in  the  fafhion 
of  that  period,  impreffed  the  be¬ 
holders  with  ideas  of  fweetnefs  join¬ 
ed  with  majefty.  In  drefs  he  was 
rather  elegant  than  magnificent: 
yet  his  palaces  were  replete  with 
decoration.  The  repast  of  a  peafant 
he  would  (hare  ;  and,  even  from  a 
fumptuous  board,  the  royal  meal 
was  plain  and  frugal;  nor  did  he 
entruft  his  dignity  to  the  intempe¬ 
rance  of  wine.  Eminently  patient 
he  was  of  labour,  of  hunger  and 
thirft,  of  heat  and  cold.  His  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  arts  was  decided :  he 
reared  palaces  of  good  architecture, 
and  compofed  fome  fugitive  pieces 
of  poetry,  though  it  be  doubtful  if 
any  have  reached  our  times.(2)  He 
replenifhed  his  country  with  artil¬ 
lery  and  military  weapons ;  and  the 
beauty  of  his  gold  coins  befpeaks 
his  attention  even  to  the  minuted 
improvements,  to  be  gained  by  the 
employment  of  foreign  artifts.  The 
Scottifli  navy,  ruined  by  Albany, 
began  to  refume  fome  importance : 
and  the  fubfequent  voyage  of  James 
to  the  Orkneys  and  Hebrides,  ac- 


/'!')  A  forcible  expression  of  Lesley,  “  sermo  humanitate,  tanquam  sale,  aspeisus. 

(2)  Sir  D.  Lindsay,  a  contemporary,  avouches  the^royal  poetry,  in  his  “  Answer  to 
She  king’s  flyting.”  Drummond  says,  many  of  his  verses  were  extant  in  his  tune.  _ 
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companied  by  men  of  (kill,  in  order 
to  examine  the  danger  and  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  circumjacent  feas,  will 
ever  deferve  the  applaufe  of  the 
phiiofopher,  as  an  enterprize  equally 
rare  and  meritorious-/' 

One  anecdote  more,  which  is 
highly  characterise  of  the  femi- 
barbarous  pomp  of  the  nobles  of 
that  age,  we  lhall  tranferibe  from 
the  account  of  the  fifth  James’s 
reign.  The  occurrence  took  place 
in  1533- 

“  James,  accompanied  by  the 
queen-mother  and  the  papal  ambaff 
fador,  journied  through  different  re¬ 
gions  of  his  realm.  His  progrefs 
deferves  fome  attention,  as  illustra¬ 
tive  of  the  manners  of  the  times. 
Hunting  was  his  favourite  amufe- 
ment ;  and  great  was  the  {laughter 
of  deer,  roes,  foxes,  and  of  wolves, 
an  animal  then,  and  long  after,  not 
infrequent  in  the  Scotifh  forefts.  In 
Athole  he  was  entertained  with  An¬ 
gular  magnificence,  by  the  earl  of 
that  defignation.  In  the  midft  of  a 
fair  meadow,  a  palace  was  con- 
ffrlicted  of  green  wood,  entwined 
with  the  verdant  boughs  of  birch : 
it  was  of  a  quadrangular  form,  and 
each  corner  was  ftrengthened  by  a 
maffy  and  lofty  tower.  The  tur- 
retted  gate  was  not  wanting;  nor 
the  fecurity  of  the  ditch,  draw¬ 
bridge,  and  portcullis.  The  floors 
were  ftrewn  with  odoriferous  flowers 
and  bloffoms ;  the  walls  were  en¬ 
lightened  by  numerous  windows  of 
fine  glafs,  and  adorned  with  filken 
tapeftry.  Nor  did  the  enchantment 
of  the  genii  of  the  foreft  fail  to  fup- 
ply  all  that  could  appeafe  or  pamper 
the  appetite  of  the  royal  hunter, 
and  his  woodland  train.  Meat  and 
game  of  every  defeription  abounded ; 
and  the  ditches  were  filled  with  the 
moil  delicate  fiih.  Wines,  white, 


claret,  mufcadel,  and  malmfey,  by- 
pocras,  brandy,  and  the  wholefome 
beverages  from  malt,  gratified  thirft, 
or  excited  hilarity.  The  deffert  was 
crowned  with  the  choiceft  fruits  and 
confections ;  and  the  vefiels  and 
linen  were  worthy  of  a  palace  :  nor 
were  the  luxuries  of  nocturnal  re¬ 
po  fe,  half  the  life  of  man,  unknown 
to  the  fairy  manfion.  The  officers 
of  the  household  and  of  the  kitchen 
were  numerous,  and  felected  with 
care.  Here  Athole  treated  his  royal 
gueft  for  three  days  and  nights :  and 
the  expence  of  the  entertainment, 
enormous  for  the  time,  was  com¬ 
puted  at  three  thoufand  pounds. 
The  wonder  of  the  papal  ambaffador 
was  yet  further  increafed,  when, 
upon  the  departure  of  James,  the 
whole  edifice  prefented  one  confla¬ 
gration  ;  and  the  monarch  only  ob¬ 
served,  with  a  fmile,  4  It  is  the  cuff 
tom  of  our  highlanders  to  burn  their 
lodgings/  ” 

From  the  retrofpect  of  the  period 
comprifed  between  the  years  1488 
and  1542,  much  important  informa¬ 
tion  may  be  procured.  A  few  brief 
Specimens  will  fhow  the  richnefs  of 
the  Source  whence  they  are  obtained. 

44  John  Mair,  in  his  defeription  of 
Scotland,  1521,  prefents  fome  par¬ 
ticulars  worthy  of  commemoration. 
He  mentions  Leith  as  the  chief  port, 
arid  obferves  that,  between  it  and 
Edinburgh,  there  was  a  Small  but 
rich  village,  famous  for  the  woollen 
manufacture,  and  from  which  the 
heft  cloths  in  Scotland  derived  their 
name.  Perth  was  the  only  fortified 
town,  the  Scots  being  little  verfed 
either  in  fortification  or  fiege ;  but 
difplaying  great  promptitude  in  re¬ 
pelling  an  enemy.  The  ecclefiaflic 
polity  was  far  inferior  to  that  of 
England,  there  being  often  thirty 
hamlets  attached  to  one  parifh 

church. 
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church,  diftant  from  fome  of  them 
four,  five,  or  even  ten  miles;  but 
every  laird  had  his  chapel  and  chap¬ 
lain,  and  fome  more.  The  cures 
were  few,  but  rich;  and  generally  ad- 
miniftered  by  deputies.  The  houfes 
of  the  farmers  were  fmall,  becaufe 
they  only  rented  by  the  year,  at  the 
moft  for  four  or  five ;  so  that,  though 
(lone  was  common,  there  was  no 
defire  to  erect  good  houfes,  to  plant 
trees  or  hedges,  or  to  enrich  the 
ground  ;  and  Mair  juftly  expreffes 
his  regret  for  the  confequent  lofs 
and  difgrace  to  the  kingdom  at 
large :  he  adds  that,  if  perpetual 
leafes  were  granted,  the  rent  might 
be  tripled,  and  yet  the  tenants  be¬ 
come  rich ;  and  the  homicides  which 
followed  their  removal  be  avoided, 
for  a  tenant  of  fpirit  would  kill  his 
fucceflor  to  defpite  the  lord.  Nor 
would  the  lords  have  caufe  to  al¬ 
lege  that,  in  cafe  of  long  leafes,  the 
tenants  being  independent  would  not 
arife  with  them  in  arms,  for  a  law 
might  pafs  ordaining  in  fuch  de¬ 
faults  the  lofs  of  the  leafe ;  and 
better  it  were  that  the  fuperiors 
could  not  so  fpeedily  recur  to  force. 
Mair  repeats  an  advice  of  Robert 
the  Great  on  his  death-bed,  that  the 
Scotilh  kings  fliould  attempt  to  re¬ 
tain  all  the  ifles  in  their  own  hands, 
as  abounding  with  cattle  and  war¬ 
riors  ;  and  the  detached  govern¬ 
ment  being  moft  pernicious  to  the 
interefts  of  the  monarchy :  the  pof- 
feffors  to  be  recompenfed  by  other 
lands.  He  blames  the  farmers  for 
their  contempt  of  manufactures,  and 
of  citizens,  whom  they  regarded  as 
effeminate ;  while  they,  leaving 
the  agricultural  operations  to  fer- 
vants,  affected  to  ride  eonftantly 
with  their  lords,  perhaps  a  refpedt 
neceffary  to  fecure  their  brief  leafes. 
The  nobles  he  equally  cenfures  for 
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perpetual  feuds  with  their  neigh¬ 
bours;  and  a  complete  neglect  of 
the  education  of  their  fons.  Mair 
clofes  his  interefting  remarks  by 
delcribing  the  highlanders  as  partly 
poffeffed  of  cattle  and  horfes,  of 
which  laft  two  or  three  hundred, 
wild  and  unbroken,  would  be  brought 
to  Perth  or  Dundee,  and  fold  for 
two  francs  each ;  but  the  others, 
more  lavage,  only  hunted  or  fol¬ 
lowed  their  chiefs  in  their  conftant 
expeditions  and  conflicts.  They 
wore  caligce ,  or  troufe,  reaching  only 
to  the  middle  of  the  leg,  a  mantle, 
and  a  fiiirt  ftained  with  faffron;  their 
weapons  a  bow  and  arrows,  a  broad 
fword,  fmall  halbert,  large  dagger 
of  one  edge ;  armour,  mail  of  iron 
rings  ;  but  the  common  people  wore 
in  battle,  jackets  of  quilted  lineng 
waxed  or  pitched,  and  covered  with 
deer’s  lkin ;  while  the  lowlanders, 
like  the  Englilh,  fought  in  Ihort 
clothes. 

“  There  being  no  manufa&ures, 
the  poor  were  chiefly  occupied  in  the 
numerous  menial  trains  of  the  great; 
or  in  the  more  ufeful  employments 
of  agriculture  and  pafturage.  The 
cottagers  and  fervants  of  farmers 
were  aimoft  as  rich  as  their  mailers, 
and  far  lefs  harafled  with  care. 
Even  at  a  much  later  period,  the 
merchants  were  few  and  poor ;  and 
one  hundred  pounds  fterling  was 
efteemed  wealth.  The  tradefmen 
were  loft  in  the  popular  penury :  and 
only  three  trades  flourilhed, — coarfe 
cloth,  armour,  and  linen.” 

This  picture  of  fociety  is  not  an 
attractive  one,  yet  it  is  the  brighteft 
which  could  then  be  drawn ;  for  it 
principally  delineates  the  lowlands  : 
that  of  the  highlands  is  darkened 
with  deeper  lhades.  John  Elder,  a 
fugitive  traitor,  who,  after  the  death 
of  James  the  fifth,  endeavoured  to 
M  2  perfuadt 


if$4  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


perfuade  Henry  the  eighth  to  fub- 
due  Scotland,  gives,  in  a  memorial 
addrefled  to  the  latter  monarch, 
fome  curious  information  as  to  the 
manners  and  fituation  of  the  high¬ 
landers.  In  explaining  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  Redjhanks ,  which  was 
given  to  the  highlanders,  he  thus 
exprefies  bimfelf:  —  “  Moreover, 
wherefore  they  call  us  in  Scotland 
Red-fhanks,  and  in  your  Grace’s 
dominion  of  England  Rough-footed 
Scots,  pleafe  it  your  Majefty  to  un¬ 
derhand,  that  we,  of  all  people,  can 
tolerate,  fuffer,  and  away  bell  with 
cold  ;  for  both  fummer  and  winter, 
(except  when  the  froft  is  moil  vehe¬ 
ment,)  going  always  bare  legged 
and  bare  footed;  our  delight  and 
pleafure  is  not  only  in  hunting  of 
red  deer,  wolves,  foxes,  and  graies, 
whereof  we  abound  and  have  great 
plenty ;  but  alfo  in  running,  leaping, 
iwimming,  fhooting,  and  throwing 
of  darts.  Therefore,  in  fo  much  as 
we  ufe,  and  delight,  so  to  go  always, 
the  tender  delicate  gentlemen  of 
Scotland  call  us  Hed-Jhanks. 

“  And,  again,  in  winter,  when 
the  frotl  is  moll  vehement,  (as  I 
have  faid,)  which  we  cannot  fuffer 
bare  footed,  so  well  as  fnow,  which 
can  never  hurt  us,  when  it  comes  to 
our  girdles,  we  go  a  hunting;  and 
after  that  we  have  flain  red  deer, 
we  flay  off  the  skin  by  and  by,  and 
fetting  of  our  bare  foot  on  the  infide 
thereof,  for  want  of  cunning  fboe- 
makers,  by  your  Grace’s  pardon,  we 
play  the  cobblers,  compaffing  and 
meafuring  so  much  thereof  as  (hall 
reach  up  to  the  ancles ;  pricking 
the  upper  part  thereof  with  holes, 
that  the  water  may  repafs  where  it 
enters,  and  ffretehing  it  up  with  a 
ftrong  thong  of  the  same  above  our 
faid  ancles.  So,  and  pleafe  your 
noble  Grace,  we  make  our  fhoes* 
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Therefore,  we  ufing  fuch  a  manner 
of  (hoes,  the  rough  hairy  fide  out¬ 
ward,  in  your  Grace’s  dominion  of 
England,  we  be  called  Rough  footed 
Scots” 

It  may  not  be  unamufing  to  con¬ 
trail  with  thefe  rude  habiliments, 
with  the  deer-skin  /hoes  and  faffron- 
tinted  fhirt  of  the  highlanders,  the 
gorgeous  drefs  which  was  worn  in 
the  lowlands,  by  the  fovereign  and 
the  richer  clafles.  The  two  extremes 
will  thus  be  at  once  before  us. 

“  James  IV,  on  meeting  his  bride 
at  Dalkeith,  in  Augufl  1503,  was 
clothed  in  a  jacket  of  crimson  vel¬ 
vet,  bordered  with  cloth  of  gold ; 
his  Iture,  apparently  a  kind  of 
hood,  hung  behind  his  back ;  his 
beard  was  fomewhat  long,  having 
in  his  haffe  forgotten  to  clip  it  dole 
with  fciffars.  The  vifit  at  New- 
battel  prefented  him  in  a  jacket  of 
black  velvet,  bordered  with  crimfon 
velvet,  furred  with  white;  on  ano¬ 
ther  he  was  dreffed  in  a  gown  of 
tawney  velvet,  furred  with  black, 
and  the  collar  of  his  fine  fhirt  was 
embroidered  with  gold  ;  on  another, 
in  a  demi-gown  of  black  velvet, 
furred  with  martin,  and  the  rest  of 
his  apparel  was  alfo  black.  When 
he  conveyed  Margaret  into  Edin¬ 
burgh,  feated  on  horfe-back  behind 
him,  he  appeared  in  a  jacket  of  cloth 
of  gold,  bordered  with  purple  vel¬ 
vet,  furred  with  black,  a  doublet  of 
violet  fatin,  fcarlet  liofe,  the  collar 
of  his  fhirt  fludded  with  precious 
flones  and  pearls,  his  fpurs  gilt  and 
long.  At  the  marriage,  he  was 
dreffed  in  a  gown  of  white  damask, 
figured  with  gold,  and  lined  with 
farfnet,  a  jacket  of  crimfon  fatin, 
with  fleeves,  and  bordered  with 
black  velvet,  under  which  was  a 
doublet  of  cloth  of  gold,  and  his 
fhirt  was  embroidered  with  gold 

thread; 
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thread  ;  his  hofe  fcarlet,  his  bonnet 
black,  with  a  rich  balay,  or  ruby, 
and  a  fword.  When  he  appeared 
at  church,  two  days  after,  his  beard 
had  been  cut  clofe  with  fcilTars. 

The  drefs  of  James  V.  is  fimilar, 
except  that  the  doublet  is  brought 
low,  fo  as  to  (how  a  larger  portion 
of  the  fhirt;  and  the  embroidered 
collar  is  transferred  from  the  latter 
to  the  former. 

To  fuc.h  minute  defcriptions  of 
the  male  drefs  little  can  be  added. 

Lindfav  mentions  brodikins ,  or  a. 

•/ 

kind  of  half-boots  :  rufifet  hofe,  a 
fhirt  exquifitely  wrought  with  the 
needle,  a  little  bonnet,  a  hat  high 
or  flat,  perfumed  gloves,  fcarpens, 
flippers,  garters  knotted  in  a  rofe,  a 
handkerchief  with  gold  taffels  at  the 
corners,  are  among  the  ornaments 
of  a  beau.  To  the  winter  drefs  be¬ 
longed  a  cloke  and  hood,  double 
flioes,  and  mittens  or  worded  gloves. 

Of  the  drefs  of  a  lady,  Henryfon 
gives  an  idea  by  mentioning,  in  a 
religious  poem,  the  complete  attire 
as  confiding  of  hood,  fhift,  kirtle, 
(or  gown  and  petticoat)  tied  with 
laces,  and  adorned  with  mails  or 
fpangles,  an  upper  gown  or  robe 
puffed  and  furred  and  adorned  with 
ribbons,  a  belt,  a  mantle  or  cloke  in 
bad  weather,  a  hat,  tippet,  patelet , 
perhaps  fmall  ruffs,  a  ribbon  about 
the  neck,  fleeves,  gloves,  flioes  and 
hofe.  The  hair  was  long,  and 
plaited  on  what  was  called  a  head- 
lace.  The  farthingale,  or  fmall 
hoop,  and  long  trains  fweeping  the 
hreets ;  the  ule  of  veils,  which  had 
continued  fince  the  reign  of  James 
II.  in  dedance  of  the  legiflature,  and 
the  golden  chains  of  the  ladies,  are 
frequent  objedts  of  fatire.  The  veil, 
when  thrown  backward,  refembled 
a  fail  in  the  wind,  the  bofom  began 
to  b$  more  expofed,  the  waifl  was 
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rendered  fmall  by  tight  lacing,  while 
a  busk  became  neceffary ;  and  the 
gown  of  the  belle  was  often  raifed* 
in  walking,  not  without  coquetry  to 
fliow  her  hofe  of  fome  wanton  hue ; 
while  her  mincing  is  likened  by  the 
old  fatirift  to  that  of  a  bridled  cat. 
Dunbar’s  ladies  have  their  yellow 
hair  combed  down  over  the  fhoulders 
with  great  nicety,  kerchiefs  of  crifp , 
crape  or  lawn,  green  mantles.  A 
damfel  in  the  ftory  of  Squire  M  el- 
drum  has  a  kirtle  of  fcarlet  cloth, 
an  enameled  circlet  of  gold  on  her 
head,  belt  and  brooches  adorned  with 
diver,  her  fhift  embroidered  with 
dlk  and  gold.  The  progrefs  of 
luxury  was  far  more  rapid  than  that 
of  induflry.” 

The  progrefs  of  knowledge  feems 
to  have  been  flower,  if  poffible,  than 
that  of  induftry.  The  following 
is  truly  what  Mr.  Pinkerton  terms 
it,  “  a  curious  fpecimen  of  the  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  age,”  and  it  fpeaks 
volumes  as  to  the  date  of  mental 
cultivation  among  the  higher  orders. 
It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  fay,  that 
the  vagabonds,  whom  James  so 
gravely  recommends  to  the  bounty 
of  the  Danifh  monarch,  were  a  band 
of  gypdes,  though  it  is  wonderous 
how  they  contrived  to  live  for 
“  fome  months  in  a  decent  and 
catholic  manner.” 

u  A  dngular  letter  of  James  IV. 
is  preferved,  written  in  1506  to  the 
king  of  Denmark.  It  mentions 

that  Anthony  Gawino,  an  earl  from 
little  Egypt,  and  his  attendants,  a 
miferable  train,  had  vidted  Scotland, 
by  the  command  of  the  apoftolic 
fee ;  where  having  refided  fome 

months,  in  a  decent  and  catholic 
manner,  he  wifhed  to  pals  to  Den¬ 
mark.  James  recommends  him  to 
his  uncle’s  mumdcence;  and  adds 
that  ihefe  wandering  Egyptians 
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muft  be  better  known  to  the  Danifti 
king  than  to  himfelf,  as  Egypt  is 
nearer  to  Denmark,  and  greater 
numbers  of  its  people  frequented 
that  kingdom  than  Scotland.” 

To  each  volume  is  added  a  col¬ 
lection  of  curious  and  important  do¬ 
cuments.  The  two  volumes  con¬ 
tain  fifty-four  of  thefe  papers.  One 
of  the  mod  curious  of  thofe  which 
are  in  the  firft  volume  is,  a  contem¬ 
porary  account  of  the  murder  of 
James  the  firft,  fuppofed  to  be 
written  about  the  year  1440.  All 
the  circumftances  are  related  with  a 
truth  and  fpiritof  defcription  which 
almoft  bring  the  fcene  before  the 
view  of  the  reader.  Mr.  Pinkerton 
has  narrated  the  fall  of  James  the 
firft  with  much  ability;  but  we  muft 
own  that  we  prefer  the  Ample  and 
forcible  tale  of  the  older  writer. 
The  whole  piece  is  of  confiderable 
length;  but,  though  we  cannot  give 
it  complete,  we  muft  indulge  our- 
felves  with  two  quotations.  The 
fuperftition  of  the  firft  quotation  may 
excite  a  fmile;  it, however, heightens 
exceedingly  the  dramatic  effect  of 
this  terrible  narrative. 

u  After  this  the  king  fodanly 
avifid  made  a  folempne  feft  of  the 
Criftynmes  at  Perth,  which  is  clepid 
Sant  Johnftowne,  which  is  from 
Edenbourgh  on  that  other  fide  of 
the  Scotteth  see,  the  which  is  vul¬ 
garly  clepid  the  Water  of  Lethe. 
Yn  the  myddis  of  the  way  thare 
arofe  a  woman  of  Yreland,  that 
clepid  herfelfe  as  a  futhfayer.  The 
which  anone  as  fhe  faw  the  kyng, 
fhe  cried  with  lowde  voife,  faying 
thus,  ‘  My  lord  kyng,  and  ye  pafe 
this  water,  ye  fhall  never  turne 
ayane  on  lyve/  The  k}mg  herying 
this  was  aftonyed  of  her  wordis ; 
for  bot  a  litill  tofore  he  had  red  )n 
m  prophefie,  that  yn  the  felfe  fame 


vere  the  kyng  of  Scottes  (hold 
fiayne.  And  therwithall  the  kyng 
as  he  rode  clepid  to  him  oone  of 
his  knyghlis,  and  gave  hym  yn 
comaundment  to  torne  ayane  to 
fpeke  with  that  woman,  and  afk  of 
here  what  ffieo  wold,  and  what 
thyng  ffieo  ment  by  her  lowd  cry- 
yingr  And  ffieo  began,  and  told 
hym  as  ye  hafe  bord  of  the  kynge 
of  Scottes,  yf  he  pafied  that  water. 
As  now  tbe  kynge  afkid  her  how 
ffieo  knew  that  ?  And  ffieo  faid  that 
Huthart  told  her  so.  ‘  Sire,  quod 
I10,  men  may  calant  y  tak  non  liede 
ofyond  woman’s  wordes,  for  ffieo  ny^s 
bot  a  drunkine  fule,  and  wot  not 
what  ffieo  laith/  And  so  with  his 
folk  paffid  the  water,  clepid  the 
Scottiflie  See,  toward  Saynt  John- 
neffowne,  bott  iiii  myles  from  the 
cuntreth  of  the  Wild  Scottes  ;  where, 
yn  a  clofe  of  Blakfriars,  without 
the  faid  towne,  the  kyng  held  a 
gret  feft. 

“  Where  upon  a  day,  as  the  kyng 
plaid  at  the  chefles  with  oone  of  his 
knyghtis,  whom  yn  playing  wife  he 
clepid  kyng  of  Love,  for  he  was  a 
lufti  man,  full  amorous,  and  much 
medeled  hym  with  love’s  arte.  And 
as  hit  came  the  kyng  to  mynd  of 
the  prophecie  fpokyn  tofore,  the 
kyng  faid  to  this  knyght,  ‘  Sir 
kyng  of  Love/  quod  he,  ‘  hit  is  nat 
long  agone  fith  I  redd  a  prophecie, 
fpokyne  of  tofore,  that  I  faw  how 
that  thisyere  ffiuld  a  kyng  be  flayne 
in  this  land  And  ye  wote  wele  fir 
Alexander,  there  be  no  mo  kynges 
yn  this  reume  bot  ye  and  I ;  and 
therfor  I  cownefell  you  that  ye  be 
well  ware,  for  I  let  you  wit  that  I 
ftiall  ordeyne  for  my  lure  keeping 
fuffieiently,  1  trull  to  God,  fo  I  am 
imdir  youre  kynghood  and  yn  the 
fervice  o(love/  And  thus  the  kyng 
ys  his  folas  plaid  with  the  knight. 

Withy  n 
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a  Withyn  (hort  tyme  after  this,  the 
kyng  beyngin  hischambur,  talkying 
andplayng  with  the  lordes,  knyghtis 
and  fquyres,  that  were  abowte 
hyme,  fpak  of  many  dyvers  maters. 
Amonges  was  ther  a  fquyer  that 
was  right  acceptable  to  the  kyng, 
that  fpeke,  and  faid,  ‘  For  fothe, 
my  lord,’  quod  he,  4  me  drcmed 
varelye  to  nyghte  that  fir  Robert 
Grame  fhuld  hafe  flayne  you/  And 
that  heryng,  the  Erie  of  Ot'keney 
thoo  warnyd  the  fquyer,  that  he 
fhuld  hald  his  peace,  and  tell  nane 
fuch  tales  yn  the  kynges  prefence. 
And  therwith  the  kyng  herying  this 
fquyers  dreme,  remembered  hym- 
felfe,  how  that  fame  nyght,  how  (3) 
had  a  fweyvyn  flepying,  and  femyd 
to  hym  varaly  that  a  cruell  ferpent, 
and  an  horribill  tode,  affailid  hym 
furioufly  yn  his  kynge’s  chamber; 
and  how  he  was  fore  afright  and 
aferd  of  hym,  and  that  he  had  no- 
thyng  wherwith  he  myght.  focour 
and  defend  himfelfe,  bot  oonly  a 
paire  of  tonges  that  ftudyn  yn  the 
chymneth. 

“  And  many  other  tokyns,  and 
tailes,  lie  he  to  this,  the  which  now 
may  well  be  demyd  by  varay  demon- 
hracions,  and  alfo  pronoflicacions 
to  the  kyng,  of  his  deth  and  mur- 
dur,  had  he  or  the  tyme  of  his  deth 
fell.  Also  oone  of  kynge's  traitours, 
clepid  Criltofere  Chawmebur,  that 
was  a  fquyer  of  the  Duke’s  hous  of 
Albayne,  iii  times  he  drugh  hym  to 
the  kynge’s  prefence,  for  he  wold 
hafe  play nelyopynd, and  told  hym  of 
the  purpos  of  all  the  traitours,  that 
wer  aboute  to  murdure  hyme,  be- 
caufe  that  the  kyng  withowt  any 
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caufe  hated  hym  rightfully .(4)  And 
thus,  as  hit  is  faid  by  the  old  wife 
fadirs,  many  years  or  we  were 
borne,  what  thyng  that  destyned  to 
a  perfon,  be  hit  late,  be  hit  fone,  at 
the  lafl  ever  hit  cumyth. 

“  Thus,  after  this  cane  fall  ap» 
poroch  the  nyght,  yn  the  which  the 
faid  James  Stward  kyng  of  Scottes 
fhuld  falfely  hym  unwettyng,  fuf- 
fure  his  horribill  deth  by  murdure •; 
this  which  is  pite  that  any  gentile 
or  gode  man  to  thynk  upon.  So 
both  afore  foper,  and  long  aftire 
ynto  quarter  of  the  nyght,  in  the 
which  the  Erie  of  Atbetelles,  and 
Robert  Stward,  were  aboute  the 
kyng;  where  thay  were  occupied 
att  the  playng  of  the  cheffe,  atte 
the  tables,  yn  redying  of  Romans, 
yn  fyngyng  and  pypyng,  yn  harp- 
yng  ;  and  in  other  honeft  folaces,  of 
grete  pleafance  and  difport.  Ther¬ 
with  came  the  faid  woman  of  Yre- 
land,  that  clepid  herfelfe  a  dyve- 
nourefe,  and  entred  the  kynges 
courte,  till  that  the  came  ftreght  to 
the  kynges  chambur  dore,  where 
theo  flood,  and  abode  bycaufe  that 
hit  was  thitte.  And  fall  flieo  knokyd 
till  at  the  laft  the  usther  opynd  the 
dure ;  marvelyng  of  that  woman's 
beyng  there  that  tyme  of  the  nyght, 
and  atkying  here  what  flieo  wold  i 
‘  Let  me  yn,  Sire/  quod  the,  4  for  I 
haf  fu m  what  to  fay,  and  to  tell  unto 
the  kyng;  for  I  am  the  fame  wo¬ 
man  that  noght  long  agone  defirid  to 
haf  fpokyn  with  hym,  at  the  Lith, 
when  he  fhuld  pafle  theScottifli  See/ 
The  ufher  went  yn,  and  told  hym  of 
this  woman.  4  Yea/  quod  the  kyng, 
4  let  hir  cume  to-morow/  bycaufe 


(3)  Heo  ?  .  j  tj  t*. 

(4)  This,  and  seveial  other  sentences,  are  most  obscurely  expressed.  F.  it  appears, 

that  something  is  omitted  after  the  words,  “  murdure  him.”  Probably  the  lost  clause 
of  the  sentence  should  be,  that  Chawmebur  “  could  not  procure  an  audience,  because 
that  the  king  hated  him.”  E.  A,  R. 
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that  he  was  occupied  with  fuch 
difportes  at  the  tyme,  hym  iit  not  to 
entend  her  as  thenne.  The  usfher 
came  ayain  to  the  chamber  dore,  to 
the  faid  woman  ;  and  there  he  told 
hir  that  the  kyng  was  befye  in 
playng;  and  bid  her  cum  foo  ayane 
upon  the  morow.  4  Well/  faid  the 
woman,  4  hit  thall  repent  yow  all, 
that  ye  will  nat  let  me  fpeke  nowe 
with  the  kyng/  Therat  the  usfher 
lugh,  and  held  herbot  a  fule,ehargyng 
her  to  go  her  way.  And  therwith- 
all  flieo  went  thens. 

44  Withyn  an  owre  the  king  alkid 
the  voidee,  and  drank,  the  travers 
yn  the  chambure  edraw,  and  every 
man  depairted  and  went  to  rift. 
Then  Robert  Stward,  that  was 
ryght  famylier  with  the  kyng,  and 
had  all  his  commandementes  yn  the 
chamber,  was  the  laft  that  departid; 
and  he  knewe  well  the  falfe  purveid 
treifon,  and  was  confentid  therto, 
and  therfor  left  the  kynges  cham- 
burs  doore  opyne ;  and  had  brufted 
and  blundird  the  lokes  of  hem,  yn 
fuch  wise  that  no  man  myght  finite 
hem.  And  about  mydnyght  he 
laide  eertayne  plaunches,  and  hur- 
delles,  over  the  diches  of  the  diche 
that  environd  the  gardyne  of  the 
chambure,  unon  which  the  faid  trai- 
tours  entred.  That  is  to  fay  the 
forfaid  ftr  Robert  Grame,  with 
other  of  his  covyue,  ynto  the 
nowmbre  of  thre  hundreth  per- 
fons ;  the  kyng  that  fame  tyme  ther 
ilondyng  in  his  nyght  gowne,  all 
unclothid  fave  bis  fhirt,  his  cape, 
his  combe,  his  coverchif,  his  furred 
pynfons  (flippers)  upon  the  forme, 
and  the  foote  flieete ;  so  stondyng 
afor  the  chymney  playng  with  the 
qweene,  and  other  ladis  and  gentil- 
women  with  here;  cafte  offe  his 
nyght  gowne,  for  to  have  gone  to 
bedd. 


44  But  he  harkvnd,  and  hard  grete 
noife  without,  and  grete  clateryng 
of  harnych,  and  men  armyd,  with 
grete  fight  of  torches.  Than  he 
remembryd  hym,  and  ymagynd 
anone  that  hit  fhuld  be  [the]  falfe 
traitours  knyght,  his  deedy  enemy, 
fir  Robert  Grame.  And  fodenly 
the  qwene,  with  all  the  other  ladis 
and  gen  til  women,  rane  to  the 
chawmber  dure,  and  fonde  hit 
opyne;  and  they  wold  have  fhitt 
hit,  hot  the  lokes  were  so  blunderid, 
that  they  nethir  cowth  ne  myght 
fhut  hit.  The  kyng  prayd  hem  to 
kepe  the  fame  dore  as  wele  as  they 
myght,  and  he  would  do  all  his 
myght  to  kepe  hym  to  withftond 
the  falfe  malice  of  his  traitours  and 
enemys;  he  fuppoifyng  to  have  bres* 
ten  the  farreinents  of  the  chaumbur 
wyndos,  bot  thay  were  so  fqware, 
and  ftrongli  fowdid  yn  the  ftonys 
with  moltyne  lede,  that  thay  myght 
not  be  breftyne  for  hym,  withoutyn 
more  and  ftrenger  helpe.  For  which 
caufe  he  was  ugly  aftonyed,  and  in 
hys  mynd  kouth  thynk  on  none 
other  focoure,  but  ftart  to  the  chym¬ 
ney,  and  toke  the  tonges  of  yren 
that  men  righted  the  fire  with,  yn 
time  of  neede;  and  undir  his  fete  he 
myghtily  breft  up  a  plaunch  of  the 
chaumber  flore,  and  therwithall  co¬ 
vered  hym  ayane,  and  entred  adowne 
lowe  beneth  amongis  th’  ordure  of 
the  privay,  that  was  all  of  hard 
ftone,  and  none  wyndow  ne  isfliue 
therupon,  fave  a  litill  fquare  hole, 
even  at  the  fide  of  the  bothum  of 
the  pryvay,  that  at  the  makyng 
therof  old  tyme  was  levid  opyne  to 
clenfe  and  firme  the  faid  privay. 
By  the  which  the  kyng  myght  well 
efcapid ;  bot  he  maid  to  let  ftop  hit 
well  iii  days  afore  hand  with  ftone, 
becaufe  that  whane  he  playd  there 
at  the  pawme,  the  ballis  that  he 

plaid 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


plaid  withe  ofte  ranne  yn  at  that 
fowle  hole,  foT  ther  was  ordenyd 
withowt  a  fair  playng  place  for  the 
kyng. 

“  And  fo  ther  for  the  kyng  nether 
refchows,  ne  remedie,  hot  ther  he 
mull  abide,  ellas  the  while !  The 
traitours  without  laid  at  the  cham- 
bur  dors,  and  at  the  privay  dore 
alfo,  with  wawis,  with  levours,  and 
with  axes,  that  at  the  laft  they  brak 
up  all,  and  entred,  (by  caufe  the 
durs  were  not  faft  (butte)  with 
fwerdis,  axis,  glavis,  billes,  and 
other  terribill  and  fereful  wepons, 
Amonges  the  grete  prese  of  the 
which  traitours,  ther  was  a  faire  lady 
fore  hurt  yn  in  the  bak ;  and  other 
gentilwemen  hurt  and  fore  wondid. 
With  the  which  the  ladis,  and  all 
the  wemen,  made  a  forowfull  Ikrye, 
and  rane  away  for  the  hidos  fere  of 
the  boiflous  and  mereiles  men  of 
armes.  The  traitours  furiously 
paffed  forth  ynto  the  chaumbures, 
and  founde  the  qwene  fo  difmaid  and 
abafiid  of  that  horribill  and  ferfull 
guvernance,  that  the  cowth  nether 
fpeke,  ne  withdraw  here.  And  as 
fho  llode  ther  fo  allonyd,  as  a  cry- 
ature  that  had  loft  here  kyndlyrea- 
fon,  oone  of  the  traitours  wowndid 
here  full  vilanylly,  and  wold  have 
flayne  here,  ne  had  not  bene  oone 
of  fir  Robert  Grame’s  fones,  that 
thus  spek  to  hym  and  faid,  ‘  What 
woll  you  dow,  for  lhame  of  youre 
felfe  to  the  qwene  ?  Sheo  is  hot  a 
womane.  Let  us  go  and  feek  the 
kyng/  And  then  not  witying  wele 
what  fheo  did,  or  fhuld  do,  for  that 
ferful  and  terribill  affray,  fledd  yn 
her  kirtiil,  her  mantell  hangyng 
aboute  hir;  the  other  ladyes  yn  a 
corner  of  the  ehaumbur,  cryyng  and 
wepyng,  all  diffract  made  a  pitous 
and  lamentable  noyfe  with  full  bevy 
lokyng  and  chere.” 


The  king  might  yet  have  efcaped, 
had  he  not  betrayed  himfelf.  Think¬ 
ing  that  the  traitors  were  gone,  he 
called  for  alii  dance,  and  was  over¬ 
heard  by  them.  Two  of  the  band 
fuccelfively  defcended  to  murder  him, 
but  he  feized  them,  and  trampled 
them  under  foot.  Sir  Robert  Grame 
himfelf  then  went  down,  and  at¬ 
tacked  him.  In  this  part  of  the 
narrative  there  is  a  beautiful  trait. 
After  having  wounded  his  fovereign, 
Grame,  moved  by  his  entreaties, 
and  perhaps  by  his  bravery,  relents 
from  his  bloody  purpofe,  and  is  in¬ 
clined  to  fpare  him.  “  And  then  the 
faid  Grame,  feyng  bis  kyng  and  fo- 
veran  lord  ynfortuned  with  fo  much 
defeyfe,  angwelh,  and  forowe,  wold 
hafe  fo  levyd,  and  done  hym  no 
more  harme.  The  other  traitors 
above,  perceyvyng  that,  fayd  onto 
the  lavd  fir  Robert,  4  We  behote 
the  faithfully,  but  yf  thou  flay  hym, 
or  thow  depart,  thow  fhalt  dye  for 
hym  on  owre  handys  fone  dowtlefe/ 
And  then  the  faid  Hr  Robert,  with 
the  other  two  that  defcendid  firfl 
downe,  fell  upon  that  noble  prynce, 
and  yn  full  horribill  and  cruel!  wife 
they  murdrid  hym.  Ellas  for  for ow, 
that  fo  ynmeafurably  cruelte  and 
vengance  fhuld  be  done  to  that 
worthy  prynce,  fer  hit  was  reportid 
by  true  perfons  that  fawe  hym  dede 
that  he  had  fixtene  dedely  woundes 
yn  his  brelte,  withoutyn  many  and 
other  y  dyverfe  places  of  his  body.” 

This  crime  was  overtaken  by 
fpeedy  vengeance.  The  whole  of 
the  affafllns  being  taken,  and  put  to 
death  with  the  molt  horrible  tor¬ 
tures.  The  conduct  of  Sir  Robert 
Grame,  and  the  fufferings  which  he 
endured,  are  defcribed  in  a  molt 
forcible  manner. 

u  After  this  fir  Robert  Grame, 
with  many  other  traitours  of  his 
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coveene,  beyng  in  captyvyty,  were 
led  to  the  tow ne  of  Strivellen,  and 
thar  were  they  tourmented  and  put 
to  the  deth.  The  said  fir  Robert 
Grame  ftondynge  there,  at  the  wher 
he  was  tofore  enditit  of  treifon  afore 
the  juftice  and  the  lawe  there,  upon 
his  araynment,  faid  playnely  that 
thay  had  no  lawe  to  do  hym  to  deth, 
for  he  faid  he  had  not  offendit,  bot 
flayne  the  kyng  his  dedely  enmye ; 
for  by  his  letturs,  fealed  with  his 
feale  of  armes,  long  tyme  afore  he 
had  defyed  the  kyng,  and  renounced 
his  legeaunce,  for  caufes  reafonables 
as  he  faid.  And  yf  thay  wold  do 
hym  lawe  after  the  flatutyes  of 
armes,  they  fhuld  delyver  hym,  and 
let  hym  go  qwite,  bicaufe  the  kyng 
wold  have  deftruyd  hym  yf  he  had 
myght.  And  thus  yn  that  he  faid 
he  did  no  wrong  nor  fynne,  bot  ooly 
that  he  floughe  Goaes  criature,  his 
enemye.  All  thes  reafons  nether 
couth  ne  myght  fuffice  for  his  ex- 
cufe,  the  which  he  perceyvyed  wel 
yn  all  wife  of  thare  wirchynges. 
This  fame  fir  Robert  Grame,  with 
manly  hart  and  wele  avifid,  as  a 
mane  wele  ynftruft  in  lawe  and  let- 
ture,  faid  thes  wordes  Handy ng  at 
the  bare  afore  the  judges,  all  the 
peple  there  afiembled  for  that  caufe 
the  felfe  tyme.  4  O  ye  all  fo  fynfull, 
wreched,  and  mercilefs  Scottisflie 
folke,  without  prudens,  and  full  re- 
plet  of  unavifid  folie,  I  know  wele 
that  I  (hall  no  we  dye,  and  ma  note 
efcape  your  venomous  judiciall 
handes ;  for  by  will,  and  not  be 
right  ne  lawe,  ye  have  dampned  my 
bodye  to  the  dethe,  the  which  God 
fuffrethe  me  at  this  tyme  to  refave  of 
you,  for  no  defairt  of  this  accufation 
that  ye  condempne  meynne  nowe,bct 
for  other  offences  and  trefpas,  that 
I  yn  the  vayne  tymes  of  my  youth 
have  difpleafid  hym  ynne.  Yil 


doubt  y  nat  that  ye  fhall  fe  the  daye 
and  the  tyme,  that  ye  fhall  pray  for 
my  foule,  for  the  grete  goode  that  I 
have  done  to  you,  and  to  all  this 
reaume  of  Scotland,  that  I  have 
thus  flayne  and  delyverya  you  of  fo 
cruell  a  tirant,  the  gretteil  enemye 
the  Scotts  or  Scotland  myght  have, 
confideryng  his  unflaunchable  eove- 
tife,  yn  his  youth,  ayenft  all  nature, 
his  tirannye  ynmeafurable,  without 
pity  or  mercy  to  fibbe  or  to  freme, 
to  hie  or  to  lawe,  to  poure  or  to 
riche.’ 

44  All  thes  thynges  the  faid  fir 
Robert  Grame,  with  many  other 
ynconvenyences,  he  reherfid  there 
ayanft  the  kyng ;  the  which  reher- 
fale  wolle  be  ynne  Scotland  many 
a  yere  hereafter.  For  he  was  a 
mane  of  grete  hart  and  manhode, 
and  full  discrete,  and  a  grete  legifler 
of  lawe  pofitive,  and  canone,  and 
civille  bothe,  Yit  for  all  that,  at 
the  laft  he  was  dampned  there  by 
the  juges  of  the  death.  This  was 
the  fentance  of  the  jugesment 
there  fhould  be  brought  a  cart,  yn 
the  midward  of  the  whiche  there 
fhulde  be  fette  faft  a  tree  uperight, 
longer  than  a  mane,  and  with  that 
fame  knyf  that  he  lloughe  the  kyng 
withall,  was  his  band  all  upon 
heghe  nalid  fall  to  the  tree,  and  fo 
was  he  had  thorough  oute  the  towne. 
That  edoone  the  hangmane  was 
commanaid  with  that  fame  knyfe, 
to  kut  of  that  hande  frome  the 
arme.  After  that  he  was  nalid  na- 
kynd,  as  he  was  firft  borne  of  his 
modir,  drawen  thurghe  the  towne 
withowt  coerture  of  any  part  of  his 
body,  as  nature  brought  him  forth 
from  his  modirs  wombe,  and  yn  the 
fame  wife  ladd  thorgh  all  the  flretes 
of  the  towne ;  and  the  to.urment- 
ours  on  every  fide  hym,  withe 
hookid  ynftruments  of  yryne,  fuyre 
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bote  all  red  glowyng,  thay  pynchyd 
and  twynched  bis  tbeghis,  bis 
legges,  his  armes,  his  Tides,  his 
bake,  his  Ihulders,  his  neke,  his 
wombe,  and  over  all  his  body,  that 
was  full  seke  and  pitous  to  loke 
upon,  where  they  fuppoifid  mod  to 
anoye  him  and  greve,  that  hit  was 
to  any  mans  kynd  to  foroful  and 
pitous  Tight,  and  to  abhomynable  to 
fe.  With  the  ymportible  payne  of 
turment,  he  cried  then  pitoufly 
withe  dedeiy  voice,  tor  the  pangs 
and  pahons  that  he  To  fuffird,  fayng 
to  them  that  thay  did  that  dunfe  to 
to  him  ayenTt  the.  lawe:  ‘  this  that 
ye  done  to  me  is  oonly  by  rigoure  of 
ynmeafurable  tyrannye.  Ail  the 
warld  may  clepe  you  Scottes  tirants, 
for  manekynd  may  not  withe  the 
life  fuftur  ne  yndure  the  paynefull 
and  tiranuous  tourmentrye  that  ya 
put  me  unto*  I  doute  me  full  lore 
that,  and  ye  contynae  thus  youre 
tourmentes  upon  my  wretched  per- 
fon,  that  for  the  payne  ye  will  con- 
flrayne  me  to  renye  my  Creature. 
And  yf  I  fo  doo  1  appell  you  afor 
God,  the  hie  and  cbyf  juge  of  all 
manekynde  after  there  delertes  at 
the  unvverfal  dome,  that  ye  bene 
the  varay  caufe  of  the  Ioffe  of  mv 
fade.’ 

“  Thurghe  the  which  fpeche  fome 
of  the  lordes,  fo  abidyng  upon  the 
execucion  of  this  laid  fir  Robert 
Grame,  moevid  ol  pite  let  tak  him 
doune.  And  as  he  was  all  nakyd 
lappid  yn  a  rough  Scottisffie  mantel], 
and  caff;  him  ayane,  with  a  grete 
violence,  ynto  fore  and  full  hard 
prifone. 

“  In  the  meaue  tyme  many  of 
the  other  traitours  were  boweld  all 
qwik,  and  afterward  were  quarterd, 
as  wele  thay  that  receyvid  the  faid 
fir  Robert,  as  thay  that  were  with 
liym,  whan©  the  exfecuthm  of  the 


OF  BOOKS. 

faid  traifon  was  done,  and  many  of 
tha  that  were  with  hym  att  the  day 
of  the  kyng  conleflid,  whane  they 
were  fpokyne  to  go  with  the  faid 
fir  Robert  Grame,  hit  was  not  told 
unto  hem  of  no  purpos  that  was 
takyn  for  to  deftruve  the  kyng,  and 
put  him  to  dethe;  but  it  was  faid 
unto  hem  that  thay  ffiuld  go  with 
hym,  to  ravislhe  a  fair  ledy  oute  of 
the  kynges  houfe,  whame  the  faid 
Tir  Robert  Stuward  fhould  have 
weddid  the  next  day  folowyng. 

“  And  after  this  they  ledd  aft- 
founes  the  faid  fir  Robert  Grame 
to  the  place  where  he  fhuld  dye. 
And  fodeyngly  thay  droughe  away 
the  mantall  to  the  which  all  his 
woundes  were  hardyned,  and  clave 
fait  with  his  blode  dried  therto; 
forwith  the  faid  payne  he  fell  downe 
yn  a  fwonyng,  and  fo  lay  along  on 
the  ground  more  than  a  quarter  of 
an  owre.  And  then  he  revivid  and 
qwykened  ayane,  feyng  that  ryvyng 
away  fo  fodeirly  and  rudely  of  that 
mantell  was  to  him  gretter  payne 
than  any  other  that  (he)  fuffird 
afore.  And  after  this,  for  the  more 
grefe  and  forow  to  hyme,  thay 
boweld  his  fonne  all  quyke,  and 
quarterd  hym  afore  his  eene,  and 
drew  owt  his  hart  of  his  body:  the 
which  harte  lepe  thrife  more  than 
a  fote  of  heghte,  after  hit  was 
drawen  owte  of  his  body.” 

To  remove  the  painful  feelings 
which  muft  be  excited  by  the  con¬ 
templation  of  fuch  a  barbarous 
fpectacle,  we  will  give,  from  the 
Appendix  to  the  fecond  volume,  an 
extract  of  a  different,  kind.  It  is 
an  account  of  an  interlude,  which 
was  played,  in  1540,  at  Linlithgow, 
before  the  king  and  queen,  “and  the 
hoole  counfaile  fpiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral.  The  hoole  matier  whereof 
concluded  upon  the  declaration  of 
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tiie  noughtinefs  in  religion,  the  pre- 
fumpcion  of  bufhops,  the  collufion 
<of  the  fpirituall  courts,  called  the 
Confiftory  Courts  in  Scotlande ;  and 
myfufing  of  priefts/'  The  account 
is  given  bv  fir  William  Eure  to  the 
lord  privy  feal  of  England,  and  was 
obtained  from  a  Scotfman  who  was 
prefent  at  the  acting  of  the  piece. 

“  In  the  firfle  entres  comes  in 
Solaice  (wliofe  part  was  but  to 
make  mery,  fing  balletts  with  his 
ffellowes,  and  drink  at  the  interluyds 
of  the  play)  who  fhewede  firfte  to 
all  the  audiance  the  play  to  be 
played,  which  was  a  generall  thing, 
meanying  nothing  in  fpeciall  to  dif- 
pleas  no  man,  praying  therfor  no 
man  to  be  angre  with  the  fame. 

“  Next  come  in  a  king,  who  paffed 
to  his  throne,  having  no  fpeche  to 
thc-nde  of  the  play;  and  tbene  to 
ratifye  and  approve,  as  in  playne 
parliament,  all  things  doon  by  the 
refte  of  the  players  whiche  repre- 
fented  the  three  eftctes.  With  hym 
come  his  courtiers.  Placebo,  Pik- 
thanke,  and  Flaterye,  and  fuch 
alike  garde :  one  fwering  he  was 
the  luftiefl,  fta;  keft,  beft  proportion- 
net,  and  molt  valiaunte  man,  that 
ever  was.  An  other  fwear  he  was 
the  belle  with  longe  bo  we,  crofe 
bowe,  and  culveren,  in  the  world. 
An  other  fwere  he  was  the  beft  juf- 
ter,  and  man  of  armes  in  the  world; 
and  so  furthe  during  thair  partes. 
Therafter  came  a  man,  armed  in 
harnas,  with  afwarde  drawen  in  his 
hande,  a  busshope  a  Burges- 
man,  and  Experiance,  clede  like  a 
Doctor :  who  fete  thayme  all  down 
on  the  Deis,  under  the  king.  After 
thayme  came  a  poor  man,  who 
did  goe  upe  and  downe  the  fcaffald, 
making  a  hevie  complaynte  that  he 
was  heryed  through  the  courtiers 
taking  his  fewe  in  one  place,  and, 


after,  his  tacks  in  an  other  place ; 
wher  throughe  he  had  fcayled  his 
houfe,  his  wife  and  childeren  beg- 
gying  thair  brede ;  and  foe  of  many 
thowfaund  in  Scotlande,  whiche 
wolde  make  the  ky  rig’s  grace  lofe 
of  men  if  his  grace  Hod  neide.  Say¬ 
ing  thair  was  noe  remedye  to  be 
gotten,  for  thoughe  he  wolde  fuyte 
to  the  kyng’s  grace,  he  was  naither 
acqueynted  with  controuller  nor 
treafourer;  and  withoute  thaym 
myght  noe  man  gete  noe  goodenefs 
of  the  kyng.  And  after  he  fpered 
for  the  king;  and  whene  he  was 
fhewed  to  the  man  that  was  king  in 
the  playe,  he  aunfuered  and  faid  he 
was  noe  king,  for  ther  is  but  one 
king,  who  mede  all  and  gouerneth 
all ;  whoe  is  eternall ;  to  whome  he 
and  all  ertheley  kings  are  but  offi¬ 
cers;  of  the  whiche  they  mufle  make 
recknyng.  And  so  furthe  much 
meere  to  that  effecte.  And  thene 
he  looked  to  the  king,  and  faide  he 
was  not  the  king  of  Scotlande,  fur 
ther  was  an  other  king  in  Scotlande, 
that  hanged  John  Armeftrang  with 
his  fellowes,  and  Sym  the  larde, 
any  many  other  mae,  which  had 
pacified  the  countrey,  and  ffanched 
thifte.  But  he  had  lefte  one  thing 
undon,  whiche  pertanynede  as  well 
to  his  charge  as  thother.  And 
whene  he  was  afked  what  that  was, 
he  made  a  long  narracion  of  the  op- 
preffion  of  the  poor,  by  the  taking 
of  the  corfe  prefaunte  beilfes;  and 
of  the  herying  of  poor  men  by  the 
confffirye  lawe,  and  of  many  other 
abuffions  of  the  fpiritualtie,  and 
churche ;  with  many  long  ilories 
and  uuctoraties. 

“  And  then  the  Busshop  raife, 
and  rebuked  hym,  faying  it  effered 
not  to  hym  to  fpeake  fuch  matiers; 
commaunding  to  him  fcilence,  or 
els  to  fuller  dethe  for  it,  by  thair 

lawe* 
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lawe.  Tberafter  roife  the  Man  of 
A rmes,  alledging  the  coiitrarie,  and 
commaunded  the  poor  man  to 
fpeake,  laying  their  abufion  had 
been  over  longe  differed,  withowte 
any  lawe.  Thene  the  poor  man 
fhewed  the  grete  abufion  of  Buf- 
fhopes,  Prelettes,  Abbotts,  reving 
mens  wifs,  and  doughters,  and  hold¬ 
ing  thaym;  and  of  the  maynteyn- 
ing  of  their  childer;  and  of  thair 
over  bying  of  lords  and  barrons 
eldefte  fones  to  ther  dough  ters,wher- 
throughe  the  nobilitie  of  the  blode 
of  the  realme  was  degenerate.  And 
of  the  greate  fuperfluous  rents  that 
pertayned  to  the  churche,  by  reafon 
of  over  muche  temporall  lands  given 
to  thayme;  whiche  thaye proved  that 
the  king  might  take,  booth  by  the 
canon  lawe,  and  civile  lawe.  And 
of  the  greate  abomynable  vices  that 
reiagne  in  clofters ;  and  of  the  com¬ 
mon  bordelles  that  was  keped  in 
cloftures  of  nunies.  All  this  was 
provit  by  Experience.  And  alfoe 
was  (hewed  thoffice  of  a  bufshop, 
and  producit  the  Newe  Tellament, 
with  the  auctorities  to  that  effecte. 
And  then  roife  the  Man  of  Armes 
and  the  Burges;  and  did  faye  that 
all  that  was  producit,  by  the  poor 
man  and  Experience  was  reafon- 
able,  of  veritie,  and  of  goode  effecte; 
and  very  expediant  to  be  reaffirmed 
withe  the  confent  of  parliament. 
And  the  Busshop  faid  he  wold  not 
confent  thereunto.  The  Man  of 
Armes  and  Burges  faid  they  were 
twoe,  and  he  but  one,  wherfor  thair 
voice  fhuld  have  moofte  effecte. 
Therafter  the  King  in  the  playe 
ratefied,  approued,  and  confermed, 
all  that  was  rehearfed." 

In  his  preface,  Mr.  Pinkerton  ex- 
preffes  his  with  to  be  encouraged  to 
complete  the  hiftory  of  Scotland, 
and  he  (ketches  out  a  plan  for  its 
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completion.  So  long  a  period  has 
elapfed  fince  the  publication  of  the 
volumes  now  before  us,  during  which 
nothing  lias  been  faid  of  a  continua¬ 
tion,  that  we  fear  that  the  author 
has  abandoned  his  defign.  If  this 
be  so,  we  do  not  hefitate  to  fay, 
that  literature  has  fuftained  a  lofe, 
which  it  may  be  fometime  before  a 
writer  of  equal  merit  arife  to  re¬ 
pair. 


Travels  in  Hungary ,  with  a  short  ac¬ 
count  of  Vienna  in  the  year  1793. 

By  Robert  Townfon,  L.  L.  D.  4 to* 

UNGARY  is  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  blighted  jewels  in  the 
Auftrian  crown.  The  fidelity  and 
bravery  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
natural  riches  and  capabilities  of 
their  country,  combine  to  render  it 
a  poffeffion  which  a  wife  fovereign 
would  preferve  and  improve  with 
unremitting  care.  The  Auftrian 
princes,  however,  have  too  often 
acted  the  part  of  the  “  bafe  Judean" 
with  refpect  to  this  noble  kingdom, 
and,  though  they  have  not  loft  the 
“  pearl,"  they  have  been  indebted 
for  their  keeping  it  lefs  to  their  own 
merits  than  to  the  forbearance  or 
forgivenefs  of  their  injured  fubjects. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  new  era 
has  at  length  arrived,  and  that  the 
events  of  the  laft  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  have  taught  the  ruler  of  the 
Auftrian  empire  the  wifdom  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  and  of  paying  fome  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  wifhes  and  the  feelings 
of  the  Hungarian  people. 

Of  almoft  every  other  part  of 
Europe,  defcriptions  without  end 
have  been  given.  The  ftates  of 
central  Europe,  at  lead,  have  been 
defcribed  even  to  wearinefs.  Hun¬ 
gary  has  had  but  a  fmall  portion 
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of  travellers,  it  is  almoft  a  terra  in¬ 
cognita;  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Town- 
fort's  book  makes  a  valuable  addition 
to  our  fcanty  flock  of  knowledge. 
For  the  purpofe  of  diffufing  that 
knowledge,  we  will  prefent  our 
readers  with  a  rapid  analyfis  of  its 
contents ;  following,  in  the  firft 
place,  the  traveller  uninterruptedly 
through  his  tour,  and  referving  to 
the  conclufion,  the  political  and 
Hatiflical  information  which  he  has 
gathered  together.  The  mineralo- 
gical  and  botanical  details,  which 
occupy  a  confiderable  portion  of  the 
volume,  we  (hall  leave  untouched. 

Mr.  Townfon  palled  the  winter 
at  Vienna.  His  refidence  there 
adds  little  to  what  we  knew  before 
of  that  capital.  In  Mr.  Fichtel’s 
collection  he  favv  a  foffil  thigh  bone, 
exactly  five  feet,  Englifh  meafure, 
in  length,  and  four  feet  round  the 
knee.  This  gigantic  bone  he  con* 
fiders  as  being  that  of  an  elephant; 
it  mo  ft  probably  belonged  to  a 
mammoth. 

The  markets  of  Vienna  contain 
fome  curious  efculent  articles,  and 
are  well  fupplied,  the  inhabitants, 
as  he  informs  us,  being  noted  for 
their  propenfity  to  gluttony.  “  I 
have  fome  times/'  fays  he,  44  feen  a 
fcore  of  wild  hogs,  and  a  dozen  of 
flags  in  the  game  market  at  the 
fame  time,  and  hares  literally  by 
cart  loads,  with  abundance  of  phea- 
fants  and  partridges,  and  fometimes 
the  ptarmigan  and  the  hazel  grous. 
The  fmall  birds  are  there  by  my¬ 
riad  sc,  Even  birds  unclean,  and  for¬ 
bidden  by  Mofes,  as  hawks,  mag¬ 
pies,  jays,  butcher  birds,  and  nut¬ 
crackers.  Even  the  bullfinch  and 
robin  are  not  fpared." 

The  tame  hogs  are  of  a  peculiar 
breed;  handfome,  of  a  mild  difpo- 
fition,  and  exclufive  of  their  briflles, 


they  have  a  coarfe  kind  of  wool, 
like  that  of  a  wild  hog.  They  come 
from  the  Turkifh  frontier,  from 
Bofnia  and  Servia,  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  length  of  the  journey, 
they  are  fo  fat  when  they  reach 
Vienna,  that  they  are  fcareely  able 
to  walk. 

Among  the  delicacies,  44  a  defi¬ 
ciency  in  which  might  caufe  a  re¬ 
volution,  or  be  eonfidered  as  a  fuf- 
ficient  caufe  of  delivering  up  the 
city  if  befieged,"  the  livers  of  geefe 
hold  a  diflingui filed  place.  Some 
Jew  poulterers  make  them  grow  to 
an  enormous  fize  by  a  particular 
mode  of  cramming,  refufing  water, 
and  keeping  the  geefe  alinofl  im¬ 
movable.  The  difeafed  liver,  thus 
procured,  the  people  of  Vienna 
confider  as  a  dainty!  Frogs  are 
another  delicacv.  44  It  is  the  hind 
legs  which  are  chiefly  in  requefl: 
two  pairs  cofl  about  three  half¬ 
pence  ;  they  are  therefore  by  no 
means  a  cheap  difh.  The  fore  legs 
and  livers  are  moflly  ufed  for  foup.” 
Thefe  animals  are  brought  from 
the  country,  thirty  or  forty  thoufand 
at  a  time,  and  kept  in  large  holes 
called  confervatories,  The  rear  of 
thefe  delectable  tid-bits  is  clofed  by 
the  fnail.  44  It  is  not  eaten  through 
economy,  as  feven  of  them,  at  the 
troiteurs ,  are  charged  the  fame  as 
a  plate  of  veal  or  beef.  They  are 
eaten  boiled,  fried  in  butter,  and 
fometimes  fluffed  with  force  meat. 
The  fliminefs  remains  after  being 
dreffed,  yet  they  are  eonfidered  as  a 
delicacy!  but  de  gustibus  non  e&t 
disputandum ” 

Places  of  recreation  are  numerous. 
The  language  which,  on  this  head, 
is  ufed  by  Mr.  Townfon,  gives  us 
no  favourable  idea  of  the  morals  of 
the  people  of  Vienna.  44  Of  thofe 
kinds  of  reforts,  which  ferve  as 

places 
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places  of  relaxation  and  debauch  to 
the  inferior  ranks  of  life,  and  to 
thofe  of  groffer  tafte,  where  mufic, 
dancing,  feafting,  and  women  of  the 
town,  are  to  be  had  at  cheap  rates, 
this  city  and  its  fuburbs  abound. 
Thefe,  the  public  amufements,  the 
pleafures  of  the  table,  and  what  the 
French  call  la  physique  de  l’ amour, 
are  the  great  fources  of  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  opulent  part  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  city,  as  they  are  in¬ 
deed  of  the  inhabitants  of  other  great 
towns  where  affluence  abounds/' 
The  concluding  claufe  of  the  fen- 
tenee  feerns  rather  to  have  been 
prompted  by  an  affectation  of  can¬ 
dour  than  by  juflice. 

Among  the  amufements  is  “  the 
Hetze,  or  le  combat  des  animaux.  It 
is  not  the  low  vulgar  alone  who 
come  here,  but  gentlemen  and  ladies . 
and  it  is  generally  a  Sunday  even¬ 
ing’s  amufement,  as  a  delajjement  after 
the  religious  duties  of  the  day/' 
Mr.  Townfon  properly  expreffes  his 
difgufl  at  thefe  fports.  “  Where  a 
few  difpirited  oxen,"  fays  he,  “  under 
the  name  of  wild  Hungarian  bulls, 
and  half  humanized  bears,  are  turned 
out  to  be  lugged  by  the  ears  by 
dogs,  I  fee  nothing  but  cruelty." 
He  did,  however,  witnefs  one  com¬ 
bat  of  a  more  dignified  kind.  il  I 
went  there  to  fee  the  bos  ferns ,  or 
wild  bull.  He  came  on  the  arena 
with  great  dignity  and  compofure ; 
a  good  many  dogs,  I  think  not  lefs 
than  eight  or  ten,  were  fet  upon 
him ;  he  did  not  move,  but  kept  his 
place,  his  head  to  the  ground,  and 
with  his  fhort  horns  defended  him- 
felf  admirably  well ;  the  fneaking 
curs  that  attacked  him  behind  he 
kicked  down:  it  would  have 
grieved  me  much  to  fee  him  over¬ 
powered.  He  had  no  fiercenefs, 
nothing  but  grandeur  in  his  looks  ; 
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he  was  brought  young  from  Poland^ 
and  is  now  tame.  Other  animals 
were  turned  out,  but  they  were  all 
more  anxious  to  get  back  to  their 
dens  than  to  fight/' 

A  more  delightful  fcene  is  pre- 
fented  in  the  hot  houfes  of  the  im¬ 
perial  garden  of  Schoenbrun,  which 
are  thought  to  be  the  fineft  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  “  One  range  is  ninety  yards 
long,  and  thirty  feet  high  within ; 
another  range  is  nearly  as  high,  and 
above  a  hundred  yards  long;  part 
of  this  is  a  green-house ;  and  three 
more  ranges  of  hot  houfes,  each 
about  eighty  yards  long,  but  much 
lower  than  the  former ;  and,  laflly, 
two  or  three  fmall  green  houfes/' 
Here  flounfh,  in  all  their  native 
pride,  the  rareft  and  molt  beautiful 
of  the  tropical  palms  and  fhrubs. 
a  The  corypha  umbraculifera  ex¬ 
tends  its  large  leaves  twelve  or  four¬ 
teen  feet  around ;  the  caryota  urens 
afcends  to  the  height  of  fixteen  or 
eighteen  feet;  the  cocos  nucifera 
and  clacis  guineenjis  grow  with 
great  luxuriancy;  and  many  rare 
fhrubs,  natives  of  the  fame  favoured 
climate,  though  not  so  peculiarly 
indicative  of  their  country,  are 
here  equally  exuberant.  The  citha « 
rexylum  quadr angular e  is  twenty 
feet  high ;  bignonia  leucoxylon , 
malpighia  glabra ,  and  the  coffee 
tree,  fixteen  feet ;  and  the  ruitzia 
caciniata,  carolinea  princeps  and 
infgnis,  with  others  lefs  rare,  twelve 
to  fourteen.  The  rhapis  flabellifor ~ 
mis  has  a  jlipes  above  ten  feet  high ; 
the  hernandia  fonora  and  helicteres 
apctala ,  with  their  large  leaves,  con¬ 
tribute  their  part  to  beautify  this 
extenfive  collection/' 

“  What  adds  greatly  to  the  plea- 
fure  of  walking  in  thefe  houfes,  is 
the  fight  of  a  variety  of  rare  birds 
flying  about  as  in  fflll  liberty,  and 
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the  hearing  them  fing,  perched  on 
the  very  trees  which  afforded  them 
food  or  fhelter  in  their  native  coun¬ 
try.  How  pleafing  it  was  to  fee 
the  little  fpittacus  pullarius  perched 
on  a  beautiful  mimofa  in  full  flower, 
and  the  aftrild  butyracea,  and  other 
loxia,  playing  under  the  great 
leaves  of  the  bernandia  fonora  and 
helicteres  apetala!  The  aftrild  is 
very  numerous,  having  bred  here. 
Some  nightingales  are  likewise  kept. 
These  birds  deftroy  ants  and  other 
infect*  which  are  so  noxious  in  hot 
houfes.  Here  is  likewife  a  long¬ 
tailed  dove  or  two  from  the  Cape. 
There  are  many  more  loxia  and 
other  rare  birds  in  cages,  and  two 
or  three  Simia,  but  chained."  In 
the  garden  there  is  also  a  plot  of 
ground  for  North  American  plants,  a 
feafon  for  aquatic  plants,  a  menagerie, 
and  an  aviary,  both  of  which  are 
well  flocked.  It  is  a  curious  fact, 
that  the  aponageton  dijlichon ,  a 
plant  of  the  Cape,  bore,  in  the  ba- 
jfon,  the  intenfe  fevere  winter  of 
1793,  when  the  Danube  was  frozen 
over,  and  the  ice  did  not  difl’olve 
till  the  beginning  of  March. 

Early  in  May,  Mr.  Townfon  de¬ 
parted  on  his  journey.  Had  he 
paid  any  attention  to  the  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  the  people  of  Vienna, 
he  would  have  left  Hungary  unvi- 
ftted;  for  they  defcribed  the  coun¬ 
try  to  him  as  being  little  better 
than  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  its  in¬ 
habitants  as  a  half-favage  race. 
The  fight  of  the  kingdom,  however, 
on  his  firft  entering  it,  gave  the  lie 
to  their  affertions.  “  It  is  well  cul¬ 
tivated  ;  it  is  chiefly  corn  land,  and 
lbme  pafture.  Its  gentle  elevations 
fit  it  for  the  vine,  which  is  planted 
on  the  banks  expofed  to  the  fun." 

.(Edinburgh,  or  Edinburg,  was 
the  firft  place  at  which  Mr.  Town¬ 


fon  paufed.  It  is  an  old  irregularly 
built  town,  with  a  population  of 
about  12,000  inhabitants,  who  carry 
on  a  confiderable  trade  in  horned 
cattle,  hogs,  honey,  and  wine.  There 
is  a  mine  of  excellent  coal,  not  more 
than  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  town, 
but  a  ftupid  prejudice,  common  on 
the  continent,  prevents  this  fuel 
from  being  ufed,  except  in  a  few 
manufactures. 

In  the  vicinity  of  ;Edinburgh,Mn 
Townfon  paid  a  vifit  to  Count  Sze- 
cheny,  whofe  fon,  only  ten  years 
old,  fpoke  correctly  and  fluently  the 
Hungarian,  German,  Latin,  French, 
and  Italian  languages,  and  had  fome 
knowledge  of  the  Croatian  dialect. 
The  Hungarian  nobles  are  generally 
excellent  linguifts.  Prince  Ester- 
hazy  has  a  palace  here,  and  an  es¬ 
tate,  the  revenue  from  which  is 
ufually  eftimated  at  eighty  or  ninety 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and  which, 
in  favourable  years,  has  rifen  to 
107,000  pounds.  The  management 
is  expenfive  and  troublefome,  as  it 
is  in  all  Hungarian  eftates ;  fcarcely 
lefs  so  than  that  of  a  manufactory. 
This  is  always  the  cafe  “  where 
the  glebce  adfcriptio  exifts,  and  where 
the  rents  of  lands  are  paid  in  per- 
fonal  fervices  and  the  produce  of 
the  foil."  The  glebse  adfcriptio  is 
abolilhed,  but  the  other  evil  ftill 
remains. 

From  ^Edinburgh,  Mr.  Townfon 
proceeded  on  his  way,  by  means  of 
a  forefpan,  which  is  an  order  to  the 
judges  of  the  peafants,  to  furnifli 
horfes  at  a  certain  rate  ;  a  favour 
which  fhould  be  granted  only  to 
the  military,  and  to  perfons  travel¬ 
ling  for  the  public  fervice;  but 
which,  like  all  other  government 
privileges,  is  perverted  to  private 
ends.  As,  however,  the  payment 
for  the  horfes  is  rather  more  than 
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the  peafant  could  earn  by  them, 
the  hardfhip  is  lets  than  it  appears 
to  be.  The  judges  of  the  peafants, 
fometimes  appointed  by  the  lord, 
fometimes  by  the  peafants,  and 
fometimes  by  both,  are  themfelves 
peafants,  liable  to  be  beaten  by  the 
military,  and  are  thankful  for  two¬ 
pence  or  threepence  from  the  travel¬ 
ler,  when  they  have  been  expeditious 
in  procuring  the  horfes.  A  flick  is 
their  enfign  of  authority. 

In  his  way  to  Bud  a,  Mr.  Townfon 
pafled  through  Kaab,  Dotis,Komom, 
Gran,  Viflegrade  and  St.  Andree. 
Raab  contains  about  iwelve  or 
thirteen  thoufand  inhabitants,  and 
offers  nothing  remarkable  to  the 
traveller,  except  a  monument  erected 
by  Charles  VI,  to  expiate  the  dread¬ 
ful  crime  of  the  hofl  having  been 
knocked  down  and  trampled  on, 
as  it  was  carrying  to  a  sick  perfon. 
Dotis  is  built  on  a  rock  of  variegated 
red  marble,  and  has  fome  manufac¬ 
tories  of  coarfe  cloth  and  rude  pot  ¬ 
tery.  Komom  is  worthy  of  notice 
only  for  its  flying  bridge  over  the 
Danube.  Its  population  is  five  thou¬ 
fand  perfons.  The  flying  bridge  is 
but  “  an  improved  kind  of  ferry¬ 
boat  ;  a  floor  or  ftage,  with  a  rail 
round  it,  is  built  upon  two  narrow 
barges,  which  are  at  a  little  diflance 
from  each  other,  in  acrofs  bar,  fup- 
ported  by  two  fhort  mails  or  polls ; 
there  is  a  groove,  with  a  Aiding  pul¬ 
ley,  to  this  is  fattened  the  cable, 
which  prevents  it  from  being  carried 
down  with  the  Itream ;  and  the  other 
end  of  the  cable  is  fattened,  higher  up 
in  the  river,  to  a  row  of  boats,  which 
are  moored  with  anchors,  but  yet 
admit  of  a  lateral  movement;  it  is 
then  driven  over  by  the  flream.  They 
are  large,  and  can  carry  over  ten  or 
fifteen  carriages,  and  a  hundred  paf* 
fengers  at  a  time." 

Gran  has  between  fiye  and  fix 
Vol.  XXXIX. 
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thoufand  inhabitants,  and  its  arch- 
bifhop  is  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county,  primate  and  chancellor  of 
Hungary,  has  the  exclufive  right  of 
crowning  the  king,  and  can  create 
nobility  upon  his  own  domains.  He 
is  alfo  a  prince  of  the  German  em¬ 
pire,  and  has  many  other  privileges. 
Among  his  duties  is  that  of  bring¬ 
ing  two  thoufand  men  into  the  field, 
under  two  banners,  whenever  the 
nobility  are  called  upon  to  defend 
their  country. 

Viflegrade  and  St.  Andree  afford 
fpw  materials  for  defcription.  The 
former  has  a  caflle  on  an  eminence, 
which  was  once  the  Windfor  of 
Hungary,  but  which  is  now  ruined, 
and  inhabited  only  by  bats  and  owls. 
By  an  act  of  Ladiflea  the  fecond, 
the  venerated  crown  of  Hungary 
was  ordered  to  be  kept  here. 

“  I  know  of  no  dress,"  fays  Mr. 
Townfon,  “  more  becoming  for  a 
man  than  the  Hungarian; — long 
breeches,  fhort  jackets  turned  up 
with  fur,  and  fhort  boots,  with  fpurs. 
But  this  is  not  the  drefs  of  the 
common  peafants:  thefe  generally 
wear  grey  linen  trowfers,  with  boots, 
or  elfe  a  kind  of  fandals ;  a  fhort 
fhirt,  covering  the  upper  part  of  the 
body  only,  and  a  wide  coat,  made 
out  of  fheep-fkins,  which  is  thrown 
loofe  over  the  fhoulders.  The  drefs 
of  the  women  is  much  like  that  of 
the  Germans,  and  no  ways  becom¬ 
ing.  Whilft  waiting  for  my  horfes, 
I  was  amufed  by  a  new  paflime. 
*  *  *  Thirty  or  forty,  moflly  grown 
up  girls,  were  drawn  up  in  two  lines, 
oppoflte  to  one  another,  and  twelve 
or  fifteen  yards  diflant.  The  girls 
of  each  party  held  one  another  by 
the  band,  and  in  this  manner  fwung 
their  arms  to  a  flow-timed  fong : 
from  time  to  time  they  changed 
places,  the  girls  of  one  party  going 
Under  the  arms  of  the  others,  who 
N  gave* 
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gave  them  a  hearty  thump  on  the 
back  as  they  paffed  under.  The 
longs  were  queftions  and  anfwers, 
concerning  things  in  which  country 
people  are  interested.  One  party, 
for  example,  alked  the  other  what 
they  wifhed  for  above  all  things, 
and  what  would  make  them  happy  ? 
They  anfwered,  a  pleafant  garden, 
well  docked  with  fruit,  a  good  farm, 
well  flocked  with  cattle,  and  a 
young  and  faithful  husband.  AH 
thefe  girls,  I  thought,  though  I  had 
taken  my  ufual  portion  of  wine, 
which,  giving  warmth  to  the  cold, 
like  youth,  makes  one  lefs  fevere  in 
criticising  female  beauty,  had  few 
perfonal  charms;  and  their  dress 
was  not  becoming.  The  hair  on 
the  Tides  was  plaited  tight,  and 
brought  into  the  hair  behind,  which 
was  likewife  plaited,  and  hung  down 
behind,  as  with  the  Swifs  girls.  The 
neck  was  covered  with  a  white  hand¬ 
kerchief;  and  a  variegated  body 
and  petticoat  with  a  white  apron, 
formed  the  reft  of  their  drefs.  The 
petticoat  was  fhort,  to  lhow  their 
yellow  leather  boots,  with  low  iron 
heels.  The  latter  are  of  great  ufe 
in  dancing,  like  the  fpurs  of  the 
men,  for  making  a  noife.” 

There  is  a  curious  circumftanre 
to  which  Hungarian  horfes  are  ex- 
clufively  fubject.  It  can  fcarcely 
be  called  a  difeafe ;  but  is  rather, 
perhaps,  an  effort  of  nature  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  formation  of  difeafe.  It  is 
a  fpontaneous  bleeding  fro|h  the 
back,  Tides  or  neck,  from  whence 
only  a  few  drops  exude. 

The  bagpipe  is  as  common  in 
Hungary,  as  it  is  in  feveral  other 
parts  of  Europe.  It  is  difficult  to 
account  for  the  widely-fpread  at¬ 
tachment  to  this  deteftable  inftru- 
ment.  Mr.Townfon  fpeaksofits  ear- 
fplitting  tones  with  adegree  of  hatred 
in  which  we  cordially  participate. 


Buda,  or,  according  to  the  fpel~ 
ling  of  Mr.  Townfort,  Bude,  does  not 
prepoflefs  the  traveller  by  its  ap¬ 
pearance  on  his  entering  it;  the 
Jews  occupying  the  firft  part  of  the 
town,  and  poverty  and  filth  being, 
of  courle,  the  prevailing  objects. 
The  population  of  Buda  is  twenty 
thoufand  perfons ;  that  of  Peft, 
which  is  united  to  Buda  by  a  bridge 
of  boats  acrofs  the  Danube,  is  ftx- 
teen  thoufand.  The  city  is  long 
and  narrow.  It  has  a  ftately 
palace,  a  fine  and  fpac\ous  hofpital 
for  invalids,  ufed  as  barracks,  an 
univerftty,  with  an  income  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  a-year,  a  good  bo¬ 
tanical  garden,  an  obfervatory,  two 
theatres,  a  few  coffee-houfes,  and 
many  baths.  Near  one  of  the  baths 
is  a  pond  of  water  of  confiderable 
heat,  which  is  full  of  fifh.  The 
place  is  badly  off  for  hofpitals ;  that 
called  the  Burger’s  hofpital,  which 
is  almoft  the  only  one,  being  the 
worft  in  Europe. 

The  Hetze,  or  combat  of  animals, 
is  exhibited  at  Buda,  with  even 
more  fpirit  than  in  the  Auflrian 
capital.  At  one  of  thefe  exhibitions, 
Mr.  Townfon  faw  “  a  bold  attempt 
of  one  of  tiie  keepers  to  wreftle  with 
an  ox.  As  foon  as  the  keeper  came 
upon  the  arena,  the  ox  ran  at  him. 
The  man,  who  was  not  above  the 
middle  Tize,  feized  his  antagonift  by 
the  horns,  who  pufhed  him  indeed 
from  one  fide  of  the  arena  to  the 
other,  but  could  not  tofs  him.  After 
the  battle  had  lafted  for  fome  time, 
and  the  ox  had  got  the  keeper  near 
the  fide  of  the  arena,  and  might 
have  hurt  him,  fome  affiftants  came 
out,  difengaged  him  from  the  wall, 
and  gave  him  his  dagger,  which  he 
immediately  ftruck  between  the 
cervical  vertebrae  of  his  antagonift, 
which  inftantly  fell  lifelefs  to  the 
ground.”  Another  keeper  difplayed 
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bis  fkill  in  fpearing  a  wild  boar, 
which  attacked  him.  Not  the  leaft 
amufing  part  of  the  entertainment 
appears  to  have  been  a  duck  hunt, 
by  a  white  Greenland  bear.  “  In 
the  middle  of  the  arena  there  was  a 
fmall  pool  of  water  with  a  duck  in 
it.  As  foon  as  the  bear  came  to 
the  edge  of  the  pool  the  duck  laid 
itfelf  flat  and  motionlefs  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water :  the  bear  leaped 
in,  the  duck  dived,  and  the  bear 
dived  after  it ;  but  the  duck  efcaped 
through  its  fuperior  diving.” 

At  Peft  a  fair  is  held  which  lafts 
eight  or  ten  days,  and  is  the  greateft 
in  the  kingdom.  It  is  attended  by 
numbers  of  Jews,  Greeks,  and  Ar¬ 
menians,  who  have  moft  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country  in  their 
hands.  Among  the  principal  articles 
of  fale  are  horfes,  driven  hither  in 
flocks  from  the  great  pufztas,  or 
commons,  and  perfectly  wild,  they 
never  having  had  a  halter  round 
their  necks.  When  the  purchafer 
has  fixed  upon  one  in  the  fold  in 
which  they  are  confined,  it  is  at 
once  a  difficult  and  dangerous  talk 
to  catch  and  fecure  the  animal. 
The  operation  of  catching  is  per¬ 
formed  with  a  long  noofed  rope, 
hanging  from  the  end  of  a  long 
pole,  which  is  flipped  over  the  head 
or  round  the  legs  of  the  horfe. 
“  The  keepers  now  endeavour  to 
haul  it  a  little  afide,  to  put  a  halter 
about  its  head,  which  it  refills ;  then 
three  or  four  flout  fellows  fly  upon 
it,  and  feize  it  by  the  ears,  head  and 
neck :  they  can  often  then  put  on 
the  halter;  but  the  ftronger  and 
more  fpirited  are  obliged  to  be 
thrown  down  firft.  The  leading  it 
away  gives  often  no  lefs  trouble. 
For  this  purpofe  the  buyer  has  at 
hand  a  ftrong  fteady  horfe,  and  thefe 
two  are  fattened  together  by  the 
head>  with  a  very  Ihort  rope;  he 
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is  even  then  often  very  trouble- 
fome.” 

About  three  or  four  miles  from 
Peft  is  the  field  of  Rakofch,  where 
of  old,  the  nation  afiembled  to  hold 
their  diets  and  elect  their  fove- 
reigns.  The  fatal  battle  of  Mokatfch 
in  1 526,  put  an  end  to  thefe  meet¬ 
ings  ;  but  the  plain  is  ftill  venerated 
by  the  fpirited  Hungarians. 

Having  taken  the  precaution  of 
providing  himfelf  with  a  furefpan , 
Mr.  Townfon  departed  from  Buda. 
His  firft  bufinefs  was  to  fearch  for 
an  extinct  volcano,  which  was  faid 
to  be  in  the  mountains  of  Matran, 
but  which  had  no  exiftence.  He 
then  continued  his  journey  to  Erlau, 
through  a  well-cultivated  country. 
The  bilhop  of  Erlau,  who  has  a 
revenue  of  twenty- the ufand  pounds 
a-year,  independent  of  an  eftate 
which  produces  half  that  fum,feems 
to  have  been  one  of  the  moft  ftupid 
and  bigotted  of  his  order.  One  cir- 
cumftance  will  fufficiently  prove 
this.  His  predeceflor,  a  man  of 
tafte,  built  an  elegant  villa,  and  laid 
out  the  grounds  with  great  elegance ; 
all  of  which  he  deftroyed  when  he 
took  poffeffion  of  the  bifliopric. 
Such  was  the  bigotry  of  this 
wretched  creature,  that  he  fcrupled 
to  purchafe  a  quadrant  from  an  here¬ 
tical  Englilh  maker,  before  he  had 
quieted  his  confidence  by  obtaining 
permiffion  from  Rome.  In  Erlau, 
Mr.  Townfon  difeovered  nothing 
uncommon  except  the  bilhop, 

Deflrous  of  vifiting  that  part  of 
Hungary  which  lies  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Theis,  that  being  the 
rudeft  part  of  the  kingdom,  where 
he  could  beft  fee  the  uncoritami- 
nated  Hungarians,  Mr.  Townfon 
directed  his  fteps  to  that  quaner. 
The  country  between  Erlau  and  the 
Theis  is  flat,  with  corn  and  pafture 
lands,  and  here  and  there  a  Ullage. 

N  2  Dung 
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Dung  is  thrown  into  corners,  or 
made  into  wells,  to  get  rid  of  it;  a 
e  ire  urn  fiance  which  fpeafcs  volumes 
as  to  the  Hate  of  agricultural  know- 
led  ge.  The  Hungarian  breed  of 
horfes  is  fmall ;  the  llallions,  and 
often  the  brood  mares,  are  brought 
from  other  countries.  Cattle  and 
Iheep  are  hired  out  at  a  certain  rate. 
On  the  banks  of  the  Theis,  at 
Poroflo,  are  magazines  for  ftoring 
the  rock  fait,  which  is  brought 
down  the  river  from  the  county  of 
Marmarufs,  on  floats  of  pine  trees. 
The  Marmaruflian  mines  are  efti- 
mated  to  yield  annually  600,000 
cwt.  From  Furel,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Theis,  to  Debretzin,  is  fifty 
miles,  during  the  whole  of  which 
difiance  there  is  notafmgle  village. 
It  is  a  boundlefs  wafle,  fown  here 
and  there  with  corn,  while  the  reft 
is  appropriated  to  the  feeding  of 
cattle.  The  vultures  are  numerous, 
and  fo  bold  as  to  drive  away  the 
dogs  which  feed  upon  the  dead  car- 
cafes  of  the  cattle. 

Debretzin  is  a  difmal  ill-built 
place,  containing  thirty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  moft  of  whom  are  Cal- 
vinifts,  gloomy  in  their  manners 
and  in  their  drefs.  The  principal 
college  of  that  feet  is  here.  It  is 
a  wretched  building,  fomevvhat 
worfe  in  appearance  than  a  decayed 
Englifh  almshoufe.  The  ftudents 
are  numerous.  The  town  is  “  famous 
for  its  foap  manufactories,  its  bread, 
guba,  pipes,  and  its  quarterly  fairs/' 
The  mode  in  which  they  make  their 
bread,  we  have  inferted  in  the  de¬ 
partment  of  ufeful  projects.  Guba 
is  a  fabric  which  exactly  imitates 
a  fheepfkin,  and  is  worn  chiefly  by 
fhepherds  and  herdfmen.  There  is 
alfo  an  imperial  falt-petre  manufac¬ 
tory  at  this  place.  Nor  fhould  it 
be  forgotten  that  juftice  is  an  article 
of  fale  here;  the  judges  of  the  Dif- 


tri&ual  Court  of  Juftice,  being  in 
the  habit  of  taking  bribes,  under 
the  foftened  name  of  incidents . 

From  Debretzin,  in  the  hope, 
which  was  not  realized,  of  viewing 
fome  geological  curiofities,  Mr. 
Townfon  pufhed  forward  to  Grofs 
Wardein,  which  he  tells  us  is  “  one 
of  the  prettied  towns  in  Hungary, 
and  in  every  refpect  the  reverfe  of 
Debretzin."  AH  at  this  place  was 
gaiety  and  merriment;  every  one, 
it  being  Sunday,  was  engaged  in 
mufic  and  dancing, orxn  riding  about. 
The  next  day  he  “  attended  a  coun¬ 
try  meeting,  and  was  received  with 
every  mark  of  civility  and  atten¬ 
tion.  It  was  a  very  brilliant  aftem- 
bly ;  the  gentlemen  were  all  iu 
elegant  Hungarian  drefies.  The 
debates  were  carried  on  in  the  Hun¬ 
garian  language."  The  bufinefs 
concluded  with  a  dinner ;  for  Hun¬ 
gary  has  one  point  of  resemblance 
to  England,  namely,  that  a  dinner 
feems  to  be  a  fort  of  necefsary  ap¬ 
pendage  to  the  tranfaction  of  public 
bufinefs. 

About  four  or  five  miles  from  the 
town  are  hot  baths,  where  men  and 
women  may  be  feen  almoft  in  a 
ftate  of  nudity.  A  fwarm  of  VVal- 
lachians  were  bathing  when  Mr. 
Townfon  arrived,  and  he  compares 
their  appearance  to  that  of  pigs  in 
a  horfe  pond. 

“  I  vifited,"  fays  he,  “  the  prifons, 
and  I  found  them  but  too  full.  The 
W allachians  are  the  moft  unculti¬ 
vated  and  ferocious  people  of  Hun¬ 
gary,  and  juftice  is  obliged  to  be 
adminiftered  to  them,  in  all  its 
horrors.  In  1785 -they  rebelled  in 
Tranlylvania,  and  with  great  cruelty- 
murdered  many  of  the  nobility. 
Their  priefts,  whom  they  call  popes , 
are  uncommonly  brutifh,  and  it  is 
calculated,  that  in  twenty  execu¬ 
tions  there  is  always  a  pope.  Now, 

*  or 
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or  till  within  a  few  years,  the  mod 
frightful  punifhments  were  inflicted 
on  them,  flaying,  empaling,  &c.  &c. 
But  the  molt  (hocking  punifhments 
I  have  read  of,  were  thofe  which 
were  inflicted  on  the  leaders  of  the 
peafants’  war  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fixteenth  century  in  the  Banat. 
They  are  too  frightful  to  detail. 
The  chief,  as  king,  was  fet  upon  a 
red  hot  iron  throne,  and  an  iron 
crown  was  put  upon  his  head,  and 
a  fceptre  of  the  fame  in  his  hand, 
both  red  hot.  In  this  (late,  half 
roafted,  nine  of  his  principal  accom¬ 
plices,  nearly  ftarved  to  death  with 
hunger,  were  let  loofe  upon  him, 
with  threats  of  inftant  death,  if 
they  did  not  fly  upon  and  eat  their 
pretended  king.  Six  obeyed,  and 
fell  upon  him  and  ate  him.  Three 
others,  who  would  not,  were  imme¬ 
diately  cut  to  pieces.  Yet,  under 
all  this  torment,  the  unfortunate 
man  never  murmured.”  It  is  to  this 
vidtim  of  cruelty  that  Johnfon  al¬ 
ludes,  in  the  words,  “  Luke's  iron 
crown,"  in  his  tranflatiou  of  Juve¬ 
nal's  tenth  Satire. 

In  his  way,  from  Debretzin  to 
Tokay,  Mr.  Townfon  puffed  through 
the  diftrift  of  the  Haydukes,  who 
are  about  two-and-twenty  thoufand 
in  number,  the  defendants  of  fome 
troops  who  fettled  here  a  century 
before.  They  have  their  own  ma- 
giftrates,  and  are  not  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  country.  He  alfo 
met  a  large  party  of  zigueners,  or 
gypfeys,  who  abound  in  Hungary, 
lead  the  fame  vagabond  life  as  elfe- 
where,  and  have  vainly  been  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  reclaimed  to  a  civil¬ 
ized  life.  They  fwarm  in  fuch  a 
manner  that,  “  when  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  country  of  the  Buccovine  was 
lately  ceded  to  Auftria,  of  feveoty 
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thoufand  inhabitants,  one  thoufand 
were  gypfies.” 

Tokay,  fltuated  on  a  fine  foil,  at 
the  confluence  of  two  rivers,  is,  ne- 
verthelefs,  a  little  paltry  town.  The 
celebrated  wine,  which  bears  its 
name,  is  produced  by  a  hilly  diftridl, 
extending  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
northward,  but  of  a  much  narrower 
breadth.  “  But  the  wine  generally 
known  in  foreign  countries  by  the 
name  of  Tokay,  is  a  particular  kind, 
and  made  only  in  fmall  quantities 
in  different  parts  of  tkis  diftrid:,  and 
is  fold  even  here  very  dear;  it  is 
here  called  Aujbruche ,  and  is  made 
by  mixing  a  portion  of  lufcious  half 
dried  and  (hrivelled  grapes  with 
the  common  ones."  Mr.  Townfon 
defcribes  very  fully  the  mode  of 
cultivating  the  grape,  and  making 
the  wine,  which  is  followed  in  this 
diftridt.  At  Tokay  is  another  ma¬ 
gazine  for  ftoring  the  fait  from  the 
mines  of  Marmarufs. 

From  Tokay,  through  a  pleafant 
country,  the  traveller  took  the  road 
to  Cafchan,  the  capital  of  Upper 
Hungary,  pafling  by  Moad,  Tolfchva, 
and  Telkobanya.  Tolfchva,  like 
many  parts  of  Hungary,  fwarms 
with  Jews,  of  whom  Mr.  Townfon 
gives  a  character  which  is  by  no 
means  favourable.  He  goes  fo  far, 
indeed,  as  to  hint  that  their  expul- 
flon  from  a  date  might  be  a  politic 
meafure.  At  Telkobanya,  “  the 
peafants,”  fays  Mr. Townfon,  “  were 
met  at  the  judge’s  cottage  to  adjufl; 
fome  differences  concerning  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  a  field  or  farm.  I  have  often 
admired  the  refpectable  conduct  of 
the  Hungarian  peafantry;  I  never 
obferved  in  them  any  oi  that  fero¬ 
city  of  which  they  are  accufed  in 
Auftria,  nor  that  mean  and  fneaking 
difpolition,  though  they  treat  their 
Js  g  fuperiors 
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fuperiors  with  great,  refpeft,  which 
one  might  expect  to  find  in  a  pea- 
fantry  hardly  emerged  from  a  hate 
of  bondage.” 

The  principal  ftreet  of  Cafchan 
44  is  very  broad  and  pretty  regular, 
and  contains  fome  very  good  houfes 
of  the  nobility,  and  an  elegant  coffee 
lioufe,  over  which  are  the  affembly 
rooms.  The  inhabitants  are  only 
eftimated  at  about  fix  thoufand. 
The  principal  church  is  the  only 
thing  worth  feeing  here  ;  it  is  in 
Gothic  tafte,  and  in  great  preferva- 
lion.”  The  fuite  of  affembly  rooms 
is  fine ;  but  there  are  more  eaters 
than  dancers,  the  latter  of  whom 
Mr.  Townfon  ludicroufly  defcribes 
as  dancing  “  in  the  German  ffyle, 
at  the  rate  of  three  miles  and  a 
half  to  four  miles  an  hour.” 

Near  the  village  of  Czernewitza, 
a  fliort  day’s  journey  from  Cafchan, 
are  the  celebrated  opal  mines.  They 
were  examined  by  Mr.  Townfon, 
who  procured  leveral  valuable  fpe- 
cimens.  At  the  period  when  he 
faw  them  the  working  of  them  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  fufpended. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  the  Car¬ 
pathian  Alps,  Mr.  Townfon  turned 
afide  to  Akteleg,  to  view  two  famous 
caverns ;  one  of  which  is  faid  to  be 
interminable,  while  in  the  other, 
water  freezes  during  the  hummer, 
and  ice  thaws  in  the  winter.  The 
mouth  of  the  firfl  of  thefe  is  fituated 
at  the  bottom  of  the  precipice  about 
a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high.  “  This 
entrance  is  about  two  yards  broad, 
but  fo  low  that  I  was  obliged  to 
bend  confiderably  to  get  in.  I  de¬ 
scended  rapidly  for  a  fliort  diflance, 
and  then  I  found  myfelf  in  an  im- 
menfe  cave,  with  a  very  lofty  vault; 
this  has  in  different  parts  commu¬ 
nication  with  other  caves  and  paf- 


fages,  and  thefe  again  with  others. 
Some  of  thefe  caverns  are  over  one 
another ;  in  fome  places  I  came  to 
confiderable  ftreams  of  water;  in 
one  great  cave,  my  guide  conduced 
me  over  a  hill  formed  of  great 
blocks  of  (tone,  which  moft  pro¬ 
bably  had  fallen  down  from  the 
roof;  in  one  place  I  had  to  get 
down  a  hole  like  the  funnel  of  a 
chimney;  then  I  was  led  into  a 
cave  where  large  flalatites,  as  thick 
as  my  body,  hung  pendant  from  the 
roof,  and  I  was  fliewn  others  where 
the  fides  were  ornamented  in  the 
manner  of  the  moft  curious  Gothic 
workmanfhip.  In  fome,  the  ftala- 
tites  were  fo  thick  and  clofe  toge¬ 
ther,  that  we  were  in  danger  of 
lofing  one  another  if  we  feparated 
but  a  few  yards.  Here  aged  ftala- 
tites,  overloaded  with  their  own 
weight,  had  fallen  down,  and  lay 
proftrate ;  and  there  an  embryo 
ftalatite  was  juft  (hooting  into  ex- 
iftence.  The  moft  curious  cavern 
was  one  apparently  of  modern  date; 
the  Tides,  and  particularly  the  roof, 
feemed  as  if  recently  feparated;  and 
it  was  probably  fo,  for  I  think  moft 
of  thefe  caverns  have  been  formed 
by  the  falling  in  of  the  rock.  Very 
white  and  (lender  ftalatites  were  only 
found  here.”  In  this  cavern  Mr. 
Townfon  and  his  guide  loft  their 
way,  and  might  have  perifhed,  had 
not  Mr.  Townfon  happily  made 
marks  in  particular  places,  which 
enabled  them  to  recover  the  road. 
“  So  complete  a  labyrinth  as  thefe 
caverns  are  in  fome  places,  is  not, 
I  am  lure,  to  be  found  but  in  fimilar 
caverns :  large  open  paffages  proved 
cul  de  faesy  while  our  road  was  over 
and  under,  through  and  amongft 
grotto  work  of  the  moft  intricate 
nature.  I  firmly  believe,  that 

though 
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though  a  man  fhould  have  lights 
and  food  enough  to  laft  him  a  month, 
he  would  not  be  able  to  find  his  way 
out.” 

The  other  cavern  is  situated  near 
Szilitze.  It  has  no  natural  beauty 
to  recommend  it ;  and  Mr.  Townfon 
is  ftrongly  difpofed  to  dilbelieve  the 
marvellous  qualities  which  are  at¬ 
tributed  to  it  by  common  report. 
Ice  he  did  indeed  find  in  fummer, 
but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  had 
been  formed  in  the  winter,  and  that 
it  was  then  thawing. 

Acrofs  a  mountainous  country, 
containing  mines  of  antimony  and 
copper,  Mr.  Townfon  continued  his 
journey  through  Lofenan,  Schmol- 
nitz,  and  Iglo,  to  Leutchau,  the 
county  of  Zips.  The  latter  town  is 
tolerably7  well  built,  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  between  four  and  five  thou- 
fand  inhabitant?.  Here,  for  the  firft 
time,  he  was  treated  with  rudenefs. 
The  town  magiftrates,  a  motley  col¬ 
lection  of  taylors,  ihoemakers,  and 
other  tradefmen,  miftook  him  for  a 
a  French  fpy,  and  demonftrated 
their  loyalty  by  a  fuperabundance 
of  impertinence.  He  was,  however, 
refcued  from  their  clutches  by  the 
deputy  lieutenant,  to  whom  he  was 
furnilhed  with  letters  of  intro¬ 
duction. 

The  next  day  he  attended  the 
county  meeting,  where  the  nobility 
endeavoured  to  compenfate  him,  by 
their  civilities,  for  the  recent  infult 
which  he  had  fuffered.  “  The  bu- 
finefs  of  the  meeting  was  tranfacted 
in  the  Latin  language ;  nothing  very 
important  was  agitated,  though 
often,  befides  the  county  bufinefs, 
(for  it  has  the  care  of  the  police  oi 
the  county,  and,  when  it  forms  itfelf 
into  a  court  of  juftice,  tries  civil 
and  criminal  caufes,)  affairs  of  great 
weight  are  here  canvaffed ;  for  the 
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orders  of  the  fovereign,  though  they 
may  concern  the  whole  kingdom, 
come  before  it,  being  fent  to  the 
county  magiftrates  to  be  enforced ; 
and  though  it  can  by  no  means  put 
a  veto  upon  the  royal  mandates,  yet 
it  greatly  impedes  defpotifm  by  its 
fpirited  remonftranees  and  delays. 
Jofeph  the  fecond  found  this.  From 
them  it  was  he  received  the  very 
bold  remonftranees  on  his  ur.confti- 
tutional  proceedings ;  and  now  that 
the  court  of  Vienna,  alarmed  at  the 
prevalence  of  dangerous  opinions,  is 
endeavouring  to  diminifh  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs,  tliefe  are  not  lefs  adive 
in  maintaining  that  moft  valuable 
privilege.  The  annexed  fpirited 
remonftranees  of  the  counties  of 
Abanjvar  and  Bihar,  will  fully  de- 
monftrate  this,  and  at  the  fame  time 
(hew  their  political  confequence. 
They  are  of  more  real  importance 
than  the  diets  of  many  countries. 

“  The  county  magiftracy  confifts 
of  a  count  or  lord  lieutenant,  a 
deputy  lieutenant,  who  has  fome- 
times  an  adjund;  a  notary,  a  re¬ 
ceiver  or  treafurer,  afifeal,  the  judges 
and  deputy  judges  of  the  nobles,  the 
fworn  afleffors  and  the  eommiffaries. 
Except  the  lord  lieutenant,  who  is 
appointed  by  the  fovereign,  when 
his  poll  is  not  hereditary ,  they  are 
all  elected  every  three  years  by  the 
county.  The  meeting,  I  think,  only 
lafted  one  forenoon,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded,  as  fuch  things  generally 
are,  by  a  very  good  dinner.” 

From  Leutchau  Mr.  Townfon 
journeyed  on  to  Kefmark,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Carpethian  Alps.  In  ex- 
curfions  among  thofe  alps,  he  fpent 
a  confiderable  time ;  frequently  fleep- 
ing  in  the  open  air,  under  the  fhelter 
of  a  block  of  granite.  The  objeds 
of  his  fearch  being  chiefly,  if  not  en¬ 
tirely  mineralogical  and  botanical, 
N  4  he 
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lie  paid  little  attention  to  pic¬ 
turesque  beauty ;  and  has  given  us 
none  of  thofe  glowing  defcriptions 
which  adorn  the  pages  of  other 
travellers.  The  higheft  peaks  of 
thefe  alps  are  the  Lomnitzer  and 
the  Krivan,  which  he  afcertained  to 
be  2,880  and  2,781  yards  above  the 
level  of  the  fea.  Within  500  yards 
of  the  fummit  of  the  Krivan  is  a 
gold  mine,  now  no  longer  worked, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  molt 
elevated  in  Europe.  Thefe  alps  are 
frequented  by  a  clafs  of  men  called 
gold  hunters,  who  walle  their  time 
and  their  refources  in  wandering 
among  the  rocks  in  fearch  of  gold. 
It  is  not  often  that  they  find  as 
much  as  will  pay  them  for  their 
trouble ;  but,  like  alchymifts,  they 
fiill  perfift  in  their  darling  purfuit. 
Bears  are  common ;  they  never  are 
the  firft  aflailants,  at  leaft  as  far  as 
regards  mankind;  but  they  prey 
upon  the  cattle,  and  eat  the  corn  in 
the  fields.  They  are  faid  “  to  draw 
the  handing  corn  through  their  fore 
paws,  then  rub  the  detached  ears 
between  them,  blow  away  the  chaff, 
and  eat  the  grain.” 

The  Pinns  Pmnilio ,  called  here 
the  Krumholz,  grows  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  abundantly.  “'No  one  who 
has  not  made  a  trial  can  form  an 
idea  of  the  difficulty  of  making 
one's  way  through  this,  and  the 
confequent  tardy  progrefs.  The 
branches  of  this  tree  extend  many 
yards,  in  all  directions,  juft  along 
the  ground ;  they  are  fometimes 
fupported  by  the  unevennefs  of  the 
foil ;  fometimes  by  blocks  of  ftone, 
and  fometimes  by  branches  of  the 
fame ;  fo  that  one  mult  often  get 
down  between  them,  at  other  times 
walk  upon  them”  It  is,  therefore, 
not  without  reafon,  that  a  man  in 
thefe  mountains  is  never  feen  with¬ 


out  a  hatchet  in  his  hand.  It  is 
even  faid  that,  “  they  dance  with 
them  in  their  hands,  and  in  the 
midft  of  the  danee  throw  them  up 
in  the  air,  and  catch  them  again 
with  great  dexterity.” 

An  ingenious  and  cheap  contriv¬ 
ance,  for  beating  and  breaking  flax, 
is  in  ufe  near  Kefmark.  Stamps, 
fuch  as  are  employed  for  breaking 
ore,  only  made  entirely  of  wood,  and 
acting  on  a  wooden  floor,  are  ap¬ 
pended  to  a  corn  mill;  velocity  of 
motion  rather  than  weight  being 
required.  “  The  owners  of  the 
flax  manage  it  themfelves,  and  all 
they  have  to  do  is  to  put  it  under 
the  ftamps,  turn  it  about,  and  take 
it  out  again.  The  douceur  to  the 
owner  of  the  mill  is  very  trifling.” 

Mr.  Townfon  made  an  excurfiora 
to  the  celebrated  fait  mines  of 
Wieliczka,  in  Galicia,  but  his  de- 
fcription  adds  nothing  to  what  was 
before  known  of  them.  Nor  is  his 
brief  nptice  of  Cracow  more  fraught 
with  information. 

From  Cracow  Mr.  Townfon  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  Pribilini,  Neufolhn, 
Schemnitz,  Kremnitz,  Koningflberg, 
and  Tyrnau  to  Preflburgh.  Before 
he  leaves  the  Alpine  diftri&s,  he 
thus  ftates  the  impreffion  which  was 
made  upon  his  mind  by  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  fociety.  “  Let  me  paufe 
and  anfwer  fome  queftions  which  I 
fancy  I  hear  fome  philanthropift, 
in  a  country  far  remote  from  this, 
propofe  to  me ;  and  fuch  as  I  have 
often  alked  of  others  returning  from 
amongft  fome  fuppofed  uncultivated 
people,  and  which  I  have  even  often 
put  to  myfelf,  when  from  an  ele¬ 
vated  fituation  I  have  enjoyed  a 
very  diftant  view ;  queftions  fuch  as 
thefe:  Plow  do  men  live  there ?  In 
fuch  a  climate,  in  fuch  a  frightful 
country,  and  under  fuch  laws ;  do 

men 
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men  really  live,  and  is  it  poffible 
that  they  are  happy?  Fortunately 
for  mankind,  they  do  not  feel  half 
the  evils  for  which  they  are  pitied, 
and  each  nation  in  its  turn  looks 
with  pity  or  contempt  on  the  other. 
Though  this  valley  is  high,  and 
wine,  and  tobacco,  the  riches  of 
other  parts  of  Hungary,  fail ;  yet 
it  is  as  well  cultivated  and  as  well 
peopled  as  any  part  of  Hungary. 
From  the  high  fituations  1  was 
often  in,  I  had  always  the  pleafing 
fight  of  a  well  peopled  country  be¬ 
low  me,  and  frequently  could  count 
at  one  glance  near  a  fcore  of  vil¬ 
lages.  From  a  gentleman  engaged 
in  drawing  up  the  confcription  lifts, 
and  meafuring  the  county,  by  order 
of  the  emperor  Jofepb,  I  received 
this  account: — “  In  the  county  of 
Liptau  it  was  found  that  there  were 
57,000  acres  of  1,300  fquare  fa¬ 
thoms  each,  and  likewife  57,000 
fouls ;  and  in  this  estimate  the  land 
lying  in  fallow,  which  is  one  third 
of  the  whole,  is  reckoned.”  And 
public  inftrudion,how  is  that? — Not 
worfe  than  in  other  countries ;  moft 
of  the  villages  have  their  minifters 
and  their  fchoolmafters,  and  this  is 
more  than  can  be  faid  of  feme  other 
countries,  which  boaft  much  of  their 
advantages.  But  education,  on 
which  every  thing  in  fociety  de¬ 
pends,  how  it  is  neglected  every 
where !  What  are  our  principles  for 
conduct  but  an  heterogeneous  mafs 
of  falfe  religion,  falfe  philofophy, 
and  erroneous  knowledge  of  the 
world,  fupported  by  abfurd  dogmas, 
and  filly  maxims  and  proverbs  ? 
Man,  it  grieves  me  to  fee  thee  thus 
negle&ed,  whilft  premiums  are  given 
for  an  exuberant  growth  in  goofe- 
berries !” 

At  Tepla  is  a  warm  fpring,  “  so 
loaded  with  calcareous  earth;  that 
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the  very  Cray  fifh,  found  in  the 
rivulets  formed  by  it,  are,  while 
alive,  encrufted.”  They  are,  how¬ 
ever,  very  good. 

Neufolha  is  a  pretty  well  built 
town  by  a  river,  amongft  hills  co¬ 
vered  with  wood.  At  fome  diftance 
from  it  are  the  copper  mines  of 
Herren-Grund  which,  like  many 
others  of  the  kind,  are  now  worked 
with  lofs.  The  procefs  is  carried 
on  according  to  the  method  of  Baron 
Born,  to  whom  Mr.  Townfon  de¬ 
votes  a  biographical  notice  of  a  few 
pages. 

“  I  was  lodged,”  fays  Mr.  Town¬ 
fon,  “  at  the  Crayfilh  inn,  where  I 
was  much  impofed  on;  but  I  con- 
foled  myfelf  that  I  had  always 
dined  out,  and  therefore  had  no  great 
bill;  that  Prince  Bethlin  lived  in 
this  houfe  when  he  was  called  to 
to  the  crown  of  Hungary  ;  and  that 
the  bill  was  written  in  Latin.  The 
word  cornua  plagued  me  exceedingly 
to  find  out  what  it  meant,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  at  laft 
to  the  author,  the  innkeeper.  It 
meant  what  in  Vienna-German  is 
called  kipjte ;  a  fmall  kind  of  roll, 
fhaped  fomewhat  like  a  horn.  Great 
licences  are  taken  with  the  Latin 
language  in  Hungary;  nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  hear  words 
ufed  in  fpeaking  Latin,  which  are 
only  known  to  thofe  who  fpeak  the 
Hungarian,  Sclavonian,  or  German 
languages.  Schmutzidum  tempus,  for 
inflance,  is  the  common  term  ufed 
to  exprefs  bad  rainy  weather; 
schmutzig  is  a  German  word,  and 
fignifies  dirty;  it  is  therefore  as  if 
an  Enghfhman  in  fpeaking  Latin 
fhould  lay,  dirty dum  tempus. 

“  The  country  between  Neufolha 
and  Prefburg  is  rich  in  mines.  The 
traveller  vilited  thofe  of  Schemnitz 
aud  Kremnite,  which  are  the  moft 
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celebrated,  and  where  the  bufinefs 
is  Carried  on  with  much  (kill,  and  in 
an  extenfive  manner.  At  Schem- 
nitz  is  a  mining  academy,  which 
appears  to  be  excellently  conducted  ; 
the  dudents  being  provided  by  the 
government  with  a  variety  of  teach¬ 
ers,  and  with  all  the  apparatus  of 
which  they  (land  in  need  for  ex¬ 
periments. 

Faffing  by  Neitra,  a  confiderable 
town,  on  a  rifing  ground,  half  fur- 
rounded  by  a  river,  and  through  a 
Hat  well-cultivated  corn  country, 
Mr.Townfon  reached  Tyrnau.  This 
is  a  well-built  regular  town,  one  of 
the  fird  in  the  kingdom,  and  has  a 
population  of  7,000  fouls.  From 
the  number  of  its  churches  and  con¬ 
vents,  it  has  often  been  called  the 
Little  Lome. 

Two  dages  more  brought  the 
traveller  to  Prefburg,  which  may  be 
confidered  the  metropolis  of  the 
kingdom.  It  contains  28,000  inha¬ 
bitants,  of  whom  one-fourth  are 
Lutherans.  The  city  is  handfomely 
built,  and  (lands  in  a  fine  fituation 
on  the  banks  of  the  Danube.  It  is 
abundantly  provided  with  all  thofe 
means  of  killing  time,  which  are  fo 
neceffary  to  the  unhappy  perfons 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  manner  in 
which  time  may  be  employed,  and 
%vho,  of  courfe,  look  upon  him  as 
their  mod  formidable  foe. 

In  October  Mr.  Townfon  quitted 
this  kingdom.  “  Here  I  bid/'  fays 
he,  “  farewell  to  my  favourite  Hun¬ 
gary;  and  though  the  country  be¬ 
fore  me,  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube, 
was  remarkably  pleafant,  and  af¬ 
forded  the  mod  beautiful  profpeets, 
I  could  not  leave  that  behind  with¬ 
out  regret ;  and  I  frequently  looked 
back  to  thank  its  generous  inha¬ 
bitants  for  the  friendly  reception 
they  had  given  me,  and  to  with  them 


every  kind  of  public  profperity. 
The  Hungarians  are  a  noble  race  of 

V- 

men;  and,  of  the  variety  of  nations 
amongd  whom  I  have  travelled,  the 
one  I  efteem  the  mod.  This  fmall 
tribute  of  praife  I  owe  them,  and  I 
pay  it  with  pleafure.” 

At  the  period  when  Mr.Townfon 
wrote,  neither  the  Audrians  nor  the 
Auftrian  government  were  liked  by 
the  Hungarians.  The  removal  of 
the  court  to  Vienna,  the  being  go¬ 
verned  by  a  fovereign,  not  elective 
but  hereditary,  not  a  native  but  a 
foreigner,  the  almoft  continued  ab- 
fence  of  that  fovereign,  the  numer¬ 
ous  attempts  made  to  infringe  the 
privileges  of  Hungary,  the  neglect 
to  call  a  diet  for  a  long  feries  of 
years,  and  many  other  caufes,  com¬ 
bined  to  render  the  Hungarians  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  Audrianfway. 

According  to  the  Hungarian  con- 
ditution,  the  power  of  the  king  is 
confined  within  narrow  limits.  At 
his  accelfion  he  fwears  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  the 
diploma  or  coronation  oath  contains 
a  claufe,  allowing  his  fubjects  to 
take  up  arms  againd  him,  if  he  in¬ 
fringes  them.  This  article  is,  how¬ 
ever,  proteded  againd.  He  has  the 
right  of  deciding  on  war  and  peace, 
of  prelenting  four  candidates  from 
whom  a  palatine  is  to  be  chofen, 
of  bedowing  the  great  offices  in 
church  and  date,  of  creating  nobi¬ 
lity,  coining  money  and  pardoning 
criminals,  and  of  interpofing  his 
veto  in  affairs  of  legiflation.  Here 
ends  his  authority;  the  making 
of  laws  and  the  raifing  of  fupplies 
being  referved  for  the  diet. 

It  mud  not  be  imagined,  never- 
thelefs,  that  a  diet  is  any  thing  in 
the  nature  of  an  Englidi  parliament. 
It  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  purely  aris¬ 
tocratic  body,  in  which  the  people 
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have  no  fhare  whatever.  It  is  com- 
pofed  of  magiftrates,  which  clafs 
formerly  confifted  only  of  the  high 
officers  of  the  crown,  but  in  which, 
though  deemed  an  innovation, 
princes,  counts  and  barons  are  now 
included, of  archbilhops  and  biffiops, 
lord  lieutenants  of  counties,  abbots, 
prelates,  deputies  of  the  chapters, 
deputies  from  the  counties,  and  de¬ 
puties  from  the  free  towns.  The 
deputies  of  the  counties  are  only 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  nobility, 
and  thofe  of  the  free  towns,  almoft 
looked  upon  as  intruders,  are  gene¬ 
rally  chofen  among  the  order  of 
nobles,  though  this  is  the  fault  of 
thofe  who  choofe  them.  The  diet 
is  divided  into  two  tables  or  houfes, 
which,  notwithftanding,  form  but 
one  body,  and  vote  together.  Diets 
were  originally  annual,  but  after¬ 
wards  triennial;  and  they  were  not 
to  fit  for  a  longer  term  than  two 
months. 

“  The  nobility,  which  is  com- 
pofed  of  titled  and  untitled,  the 
former  of  which  may  be  confidered 
as  the  real  nobility,  and  the  latter 
only  as  gentlemen,  have  the  exclu- 
five  privilege  of  enjoying  all  the 
pofts  of  honour,  and  of  filling  all 
the  public  offices,  and  are  the  exclu - 
Jive  owners  of  the  foil ,  except  what 
lies  within  the  precincts  of  the  free 
towns;  and  a  burgher  or  a  peafant 
may  as  well  think  of  poffeffing  the 
throne,  as  of  poffeffing  one  inch  of 
land,  without  being  firft  ennobled. 
Their  perfons  likewife  are  privileged, 
except  in  a  few  cafes,  as  high  trea- 
fon,  murder,  &c.  They  cannot  be 
arrested  till  they  have  been  legally 
tried  and  convicted.  And  the  fim- 
pleft  kind  of  knight  fervice  is  the 
only  duty  they  owe  to  the  ftate.” 
Formerly,  when  the  insurrection ,  or 
levy,  was  perpetually  called  into  the 
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field,  from  which  not  even  the  high 
clergy  were  exempt,  the  duty  was 
not  a  light  one ;  but,  now  that  hand¬ 
ing  armies  have  fuperfeded  this  irre¬ 
gular  force,  the  nobles  contribute 
nothing  to  the  fupport  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  except  when  they  pleafe 
to  affift  the  monarch  by  a  voluntary 
gift.  The  whole  of  the  burthen 
falls  upon  the  burgeffes  and  pea- 
fants.  A  fiate  of  things  more  hate¬ 
ful  than  this  cannot  eafily  be  con¬ 
ceived. 

u  The  burghers,  being  under  the 
more  particular  care  of  the  fove- 
reign,  and  having  their  own  magif¬ 
trates,  are  pretty  independant  of  the 
nobility,  and  have  only  to  bear  the 
burdens  of  government.  But  this 
is  not  the  cafe  of  the  peafants ; 
theirs  is  a  harder  lot:  for  living 
upon  the  efiates  of  the  nobility,  they 
are  under  their  immediate  care  and 
direction,  and  may  be  greatly  mo- 
lefted  and  injured  by  their  feverity; 
though  likewife  affifted  by  their 
protection  and  generofity. 

In  the  public  acts,  the  citizens 
and  peafants  are  emphatically  deno¬ 
minated  the  misera  contribuens  plebs. 
“  Thefe  pay  a  tax  which  is  called 
a  contribution,  part  into  the  military 
cheft,  and  part  into  the  county 
chest ;  from  the  firft,  the  military 
ftationed  in  the  province  are  paid, 
and  from  the  latter,  the  expenfes 
of  the  government  of  the  country, 
the  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges, 
and  the  damages  fuftained  by  the 
peafants  by  fire,  ftorms  and  inun¬ 
dations  ;  and  likewife  the  expenfes 
of  the  deputies  or  reprefentatives 
of  the  county,  that  is  of  the  nobility, 
when  attending  the  diet/'  Every 
article  on  the  farm,  not  forgetting 
the  cultivator  himfelf  and  his  chil¬ 
dren,  is  taxed  at  a  certain  fum, 
(fixteen  hogs  paying  as  one  peafant,) 
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and  if  the  peafant  follow  any  trade, 
he  pays  an  additional  fum. 

The  peafants  were,  in  earlier 
times,  free  to  leave  their  landlords 
at  pleafure.  Under  the  reign  of 
Uledisl  as,  thofe  who  had  taken  a 
part  in  the  rebellion  were  deprived 
of  this  right,  and  the  nobility  ulti¬ 
mately  fucceeded  in  extending  the 
deprivation  to  the  whole  of  the 
peafantry,  and  eftablifhing  the  glebce 
adscript io,  or  in  plain  terms,  re¬ 
ducing  the  people  to  abject  llavery. 

In  1764,  the  emprefs  Therefa 
promulgated  her  edict,  called  “  The 
Urbarium;  or  contract  between  the 
landlord  and  tenant  as  fixed  by 
law.”  In  many  points  this  was 
favourable  to  the  peafantry,  yet  it 
contains  numerous  reftrictions  and 
punifhments,  which  prove  in  what 
low  eftimation  they  had  long  been 
held.  It  fixes  with  much  exactnefs 
the  quantum  of  perfonal  fervice 
which  the  tenant  muft  perform,  in 
part  payment  of  his  landlord.  A 
mode  of  payment  of  the  moft  omi¬ 
nous  kind,  and  the  abfurdity  of 
which,  even  as  regards  the  mailer, 
is  admirably  illuflrated  by  a  fact, 
which  Mr.  Townfon  lias  recorded ; 
namely,  that  a  great  landed  pro¬ 
prietor  in  Bohemia,  declared  it  to 
be  his  intereft  to  accept  fixpence  a 
day  from  his  peafants,  and  give  nine- 
pence  a-day  to  others,  for  voluntary 
labour. 

Among  the  multifarious  innova¬ 
tions,  by  which  the  rath  but  well 
meaning  Jofeph  II,  difcontented  his 
Hungarian  fubjects,  there  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  fome  which  wifdom  and 
humanity  muft  approve.  Among 
thefe  was  the  fuppreftion  of  the 
glebce  adscriptio,  or  villanage  of  the 
peafants,  which  was  brought  about 
in  1785,  by  a  royal  mandate.  It 
was  his  with  to  raife  the  labouring 


clafs  in  the  fcale  of  fociety,  and  the 
wrifh  does  him  honour.  But  the 
meafure  excited  murmurs,  as  being 
illegal,  becaufe  it  was  not  an  act  of 
the  diet,  but  of  the  royal  will.  The 
murmurs  fwelled  into  clamours  as 
he  purfued  his  fcheme.  One  branch 
of  that  fcheme  was  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  general  land-tax,  by  which 
the  lands  held  by  the  nobles  were 
to  be  equally  taxed  with  thofe  which 
were  held  by  the  commonalty;  an¬ 
other  was  the  commutation,  for  a 
fum  of  about  eighteen  per  cent,  of  all 
dues  from  the  peafant  to  his  lord, 
in  labour  and  produce,  and  of  all 
taxes  to  the  fovereign,  for  a  fum  of 
twelve  per  cent.  The  ftorm,  revived 
by  thefe  and  his  other  proceedings, 
became  at  laft  fo  formidable,  that, 
on  his  death-bed,  he  revoked  all  his 
edicts,  except  thofe  which  extended 
toleration  to  the  Protestants,  and 
fupprefted  the  bondage  of  the  pea¬ 
fants. 

Shortly  after  the  acceffion  of 
Leopold,  a  diet  was  held,  in  which 
provifion  was  made  againft  any 
future  attempts  on  the  part  of  the 
fovereign.  The  Hungarian  nobles 
fecured  their  difgraceful  privilege 
of  being  the  only  perfons  who  gave 
no  afliftance  to  their  country ;  the 
freedom  of  the  peafants  was,  how¬ 
ever,  recognized,  not  merely  as  a 
matter  of  favour,  but  of  ancient 
right.  The  toleration  of  the  Pro- 
teftants  was  alfo  confirmed  in  the 
fulleft  manner.  It  is  honourable  to 
the  liberality  of  the  Hungarians, 
that  this  laft  article  was  voted  by 
an  immenfe  majority,  of  which  180 
were  Magnates,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  them  Catholics.  Nor  was 
it  a  bare  toleration  that  was  granted, 
but  “  a  right  to  fill  all  the  public 
offices,  and  a  feat  in  the  legislative 
councils.”  .  .  , 
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The  population  of  Hungary  was  for 
a  long  time  ftrangely  under-rated  ; 
none  of  the  ftatiftical  writers  efti- 
inating  it  at  more  than  3,170,000. 
But  late  and  more  accurate  inqui¬ 
ries  have  corrected  this  miftake. 
The  lowed;  eftimate  now  makes  the 
number  of  people  to  be  7,008,574; 
while  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
diet,  which  probably  had  before  it 
the  confcription  lifts,  and  other  au¬ 
thentic  documents,  eftimates  the 
total  number  at  nearly  eight  millions. 
Tranfylvania  is  faid  to  contain  a 
million  and  a  half  of  inhabitants, 
and  Sclavonia  and  Croatia  each 
fomething  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
million. 

The  inhabitants  of  Hungary  are 
a  very  mixed  people.  The  Sclavo- 
nian  race  is  the  moft  numerous ; 
the  Hungarians,  ftrictly  fo  called, 
form  about  a  third  part  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  ;  and  the  Germans  a  ninth. 
«  Thefe  different  people  do  not  live 
promifcuoufly  together,  but  feparate ; 
and  in  one  diftrict  the  traveller  only 
meets  with  Hungarians,  and  in  an¬ 
other  diftrict  only  with  Sclavonians ; 
it  is  likewife  fo  with  the  Germans 
and  Wallachians.” 

The  revenue  which  is  drawn  from 
this  country  by  the  monarch,  is 
calculated  at  eighteen  or  nineteen 
millions  of  guilders,  which  is 
1,800,000/.  or  1.900,000/.  To  this 
muft  be  added  the  voluntary  gift 
fometimes  given  by  the  diet.  The 
diet  of  1792  voted  four  millions  of 
guilders,  1000  horfes,  and  5000  ie- 
cruits,  for  carrying  on  the  war.  The 
fum  derived  from  Hungary  appears 
to  be  about  one  fifth  of  the  whole 
Auftrian  revenue. 

Commerce  is  in  a  languid  ftate, 
and  manufactures  have  fcarcely  an 
exiftence.  “  The  local  fituation  of 
Hungary  is  unfavourable ;  it  is 
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chiefly  furrounded  with  countries 
which  ftand  in  no  need  of  its  pro¬ 
duce.  It  has  fine  rivers,  but  thefe 
run  in  a  different  direction  from  the 
courfe  of  its  commerce,  the  Auf¬ 
trian  provinces,  which  are  the  mar¬ 
kets  for  four-fifths  of  its  exporta¬ 
tion  ;  whilft  they  run  towards  Tur¬ 
key.  And  land  carriage  is  rendered 
very  expenfive  by  the  badnefs  of 
the  roads,  and  territorial  tolls;  a 
thing  feverely  felt  upon  raw  pro¬ 
duce.  An  Hungarian  writer  fays, 
that  good  wine,  which  is  bought  for 
fix  (hillings,  has  an  additional  ex- 
penfe  upon  it  of  eight  (hillings, 
when  it  reaches  the  port  of  Triefte  ; 
and  that  corn,  which  is  bought  for 
two  (hillings  has  an  expenfe  of  fix  ; 
tobacco,  that  cofts  twelve  (hillings 
a  hundred  weight,  likewife  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  fix.”  The  exports  are 
about  1,600,000/.  per  annum,  almoft 
wholly  in  raw  produce :  cattle, 
grain,  wool,  minerals  and  wine  are 
the  leading  articles.  The  imports 
are  about  1,100,000/.  fo  that  there 
is  a  yearly  balance  of  half  a  million 
in  favour  of  Hungary. 

The  (landing  military  forces  of 
the  kingdom  are  87,400,  and  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  Tschaikiften ,  which  is  a 
kind  of  river  guard  or  militia.  A 
confiderable  part  of  this  force  con- 
fifts  of  the  regiments  of  frontier, 
militia.  The  diftrid  in  which  they 
are  railed  is  called  the  Military 
Frontiers,  and  commences  at  the 
moft  weftern  corner  of  Dalmatia  on 
the  Adriatic,  whence  it  runs  through 
Croatia,  Sclavonia,  the  Banot  of 
Temefwar,  and  Tranfylvania,  into 
the  Buccovine,  thus  girdling  the 
Auftrian  poffeffions  on  the  fide  of 
Turkey.  This  territory  has  about 
420,000  inhabitants,  of  whom  a 
fifth  are  military.  “  As  this  is1 
quite  a  military  government,  there- 
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are  no  civil  magiftrates,  but  mili¬ 
tary  ones:  a  regimental  diftridt  may 
be  confidered  as  a  county,  and  it 
has,  inftead  of  a  lord  lieutenant,  a 
colonel ;  and  a  diftridt  of  a  company, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  a  pro- 
cejfas ,  inftead  of  a  judex  nobilium , 
a  captain ;  and  fo  likewife  with  the 
inferior  officers,  who  fupply  the 
places  of  inferior  civil  magiftrates. 
Over  each  of  the  principal  divifions 
there  is,  or  was  in  the  time  of  the 
emprefs  Therefa,  a  brigadier.  Thefe 
military  magiftrates  have  men  of 
the  law  to  aflift  them.” 

u  On  the  military  frontiers  there 
are  no  nobility,  and  the  king  is  the 
only  allodial  poffeffor  of  the  foil ;  as 
fuch  he  has  divided  this  diftridt  into 
parcels,  which  he  has  granted  as 
fiefs,  on  the  confideration  of  the 
occupier  rendering  military  fer- 
vices. 

“  The  fmalleft  portions  of  land 
are  130  yards  long,  by  eighty  broad ; 
of  thefe,  if  the  land  be  good,  eight; 
if  middling,  ten ;  and  if  of  the  in¬ 
ferior  kind,  twelve  form  a  fief  for 
a  foot  foldier.  Before  the  cavalry 
was  laid  afide,  a  horfeman  who 
equipped  himfelf  had  sixteen  of  the 
beft  kind,  and  fo  on  in  proportion  of 
the  lefs  productive;  but  he  had 
only  twelve  if  equipped  by  govern¬ 
ment. 

“  The  dues  of  each  holder  of  a 
fee  oblige  him  to  devote  his  fons, 
except  the  eldeft,  who  is  to  look 
after  the  farm,  to  the  military  fer- 
vice.  If  the  father  be  old,  he  may 
keep  his  youngeft  fon  with  him 
likewife.  This  military  ferviee  is 
in  lieu  of  rent  for  the  land,  and  the 
feudatories  pay  taxes  like  other 
fubjects. 

“  The  laws  of  fiefs  here  are: — 
They  cannot  be  difpofed  of  at  plea- 
fure,  the  confent  of  the  fuperior 


officer  is  requifite.  Any  perfon,  who 
has  been  in  quiet  pofleffion  of  one 
for  twenty  years,  becomes  proprietor 
of  it.  Thofe  who  quit  them  in  time 
of  war  lofe  them.  They  are  here¬ 
ditary  in  the  male  line  only,  and 
brothers  have  equal  rights ;  and 
they  may  be  ftiared  between  them, 
if  the  fhares  do  not  bv  this  divifion 
become  too  fmall. 

“  If  a  fon  marry  away  during  the 
life  of  his  father,  he  has  no  right  to 
a  part  of  the  land,  only  of  the 
moveables.  If  a  fon  be  conftantly 
engaged  out  of  the  diftridt,  in  civil 
or  clerical  employment,  he  cannot 
poflefs  the  fief  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  but  mull  within  three  years 
difpofe  of  it  to  one  capable  of  ren¬ 
dering  military  ferviee ;  but  fhould 
the  fon  be  engaged  as  an  officer,  or 
as  a  prieft  or  paftor  within  the  dif¬ 
tridt,  then  he  can  poffefs  it,  by  keep¬ 
ing  upon  it  thofe  who  can  render 
the  required  ferviee. 

“  If  a  widow  marry  one  who  be¬ 
longs  to  the  military  diftridt  without 
land,  the  liufband  poffeftes  the  fief 
to  the  exclufion  of  her  children ; 
and  the  children  of  this  marriage 
inherit  equal  fhares  with  thofe  of 
the  former  marriage ;  but  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  moveables,  they  each 
fhare  thofe  of  their  natural  parents. 

“  A  daughter  likewife,  if  flie  have 
no  brother,  by  forming  a  limilar 
marriage  may  keep  the  fief. 

a  If  a  widow  have  no  children 
the  muft  marry ;  and  if  the  marry 
one  who  already  poflefies  a  fief,  flie 
lofes  hers.  If  file  cannot  marry, 
file  is  free  from  ferviee  one  year ; 
but  then  muft  get  a  perfon  who  can 
manage  the  fief  and  render  the  re¬ 
quired  ferviee. 

“  The  clergy,  without  any  refpect 
to  their  religion,  whether  catholic 
or  not,  have  no*  difpepfation  from 
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fervice ;  but  the  church  lands  are 
free. 

“  The  officers  are  not  paid  for 
their  fervice  by  fiefs,  but  receive  pay 
like  thofe  of  the  regular  troops, 
though  they  have  fome  gratuities 
befides ;  there  are,  therefore,  no 
great  feudatories:  And  here  this 
government  effentially  differs  from 
ancient  feudal  governments. 

“  The  Tfchaikifts  have  a  fmall 
diftridt  in  the  corner  of  land  formed 
by  the  jun&ion  of  the  Theis  and 
the  Danube.  They  derive  this  name 
by  ferving  on  board  of  ffiips  and 
boats.  Saika  is  an  Illyrian  word, 
and  fignihes  a  (hip." 
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Such  is  the  picture  of  Hungary 
in  1793,  as  drawn  by  Mr.  Townfon. 
Since  that  period  other  works  have 
been  publifhed  on  the  fame  fubjedt; 
from  which  we  may,  perhaps,  in  a 
future  volume  of  the  Annual  Re- 
gifler,  endeavour  to  extract  fome 
additional  information.  We  can¬ 
not  praife  the  flyle  of  Mr.  Townfon; 
but,  as  he  pleads  an  abfenee  of 
eight  years  from  his  native  country 
in  excufe  for  his  inaccuracies  of 
language,  we  will  not  vifit  him  with 
any  harfhnefs  of  cenfure. 
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^ITUATION  of  Europe  at  the  Commencement  of  \  797.  Advantages  reaped 
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Bills  of  the  preceding  Seffion,  Recommends  extreme  Moderation,  Threat . 
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Grounds  on  which  he  and  his  Friends  originally  fupported  the  Minifry. 
Denies  that  Circumfances  had  changed.  States  the  Danger  to  be  dreaded 
from  a  Peace.  Protefs  againfi  the  Relinquijhment  of  the  Netherlands. 
Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Guildford.  Reply  of  Lord  Grenville  to  Earl 
Fitzwilliam.  He  denies  that  Minifer&had  ever  entertained  the  Sentiments 
attributed  to  them ,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  replies.  The  Amendment  is 

negatived 
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negatived .  L  roteft  entered  on  the  Journals  by  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  Rupture 
of  ihe  Negotiation.  Mejfage  fent  in  conference  to  the  t<wo  Houfes  by  his 
MajeJty*  Mr.  Sheridan's  Idea  of  the  Importance  of  the  Negotiation.  The 
InftruCiions  to  Lord  Malmeflury  called  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers ,  Addrefs 
moved  by  Lord  Grenville .  He  declares  the  Reflation  of  the  Miniftry  to 
treat  whenever  the  Enemy  are  pacifically  dfpofed.  Amendment  pro. 
pojed  by  the  Earl  of  Guildford .  He  feverely  cenfures  the  Miniftry, 
lenor  of  the  Amendment.  Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Derby.  The  Earls  of 
Liverpool y  and  Errol ,  and  Lord  Auckland,  fptak  in  favour  of  the  Ad~ 
drefs.  Lord  Auckland  owns  that  he  never  expelled  the  Negociation  to 
fucceed ;  but  confented  to  it  as  an  Experiment.  P redid s  that  France  will 
foon  be  incapable  of  continuing  the  War.  Speeches  of  the  Earl  of  Abing . 
don  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  The  latter  endeavours  to  prove  that  the 
Id  in  fieis  make  ufe  of  contradictory  Affertions.  He  is  anfwered  by  Lord 
Spencer  and  the  Lord  Chancellor ,  The  latter  animadverts  feverely  on  the 
Amendment,  and  declares  the  Country  to  be  in  a  State  of  Profperity . 
The  Amendment  is  negatived .  Earl  Fitzwilliam  cenfures  the  Minfiers 
for  their  Change  of  Principle ,  and  moves  an  Amendment.  He  is  replied 
to  by  Lords  Spencer  and  Grenville.  His  Amendment  is  negatived.  De. 
bate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Eloquent  Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Er- 
fkine  begins  to  f peak,  but  is  taken  ill.  Mr.  Fox  exerts  himfelf  with  his 
ufual  Talent  againfi  the  Addrefs ,  and  moves  an  Amendment.  Reply  of 
Mr.  Dundas.  He  defends  fome  of  his  former  Exprejfions.  Speech  of 

Mr.  Grey.  The  Amendment  is  negatived  j  and  the  Addrefs  carried  by 
a  great  Majority.  r  . 


CHAP.  II. 

Continuation  of  Motions  made  by  the  Oppofition  to  procure  Peace,  and  the  Re¬ 
moval  of  the  Minfiers.  The  Earl  cf  Oxford  moves  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty  to  negociate  with  the  Republicans.  *  Character  of  his  Speech.  He 
is  willing  to  give  up  every  point  to  the  Enemy.  Lord  Grenville  replies  by 
moving  that  the  Addrefs  of  the  $oth  of  December  fhould  be  read.  Lord 
Oxford  is  fupported  by  the  Dukes  of  Norfolk  and  Bedford ,  the  Marquis  of 
Lanfdowne ,  and  the  Earl  of  Guildford  ,*  and  oppofed  by  Earl  Spencer,  the 
Earls1  of  Coventry ,  Carlfie,  Warwick ,  and  Darnley,  and  Lords  Douglas 
and  Boringdon.  Arguments  of  the  Peers  on  each  Side.  Remark  of  Lord 
Grenville.  Reply  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  The  Motion  is  negatived.  De* 
bate  in  confequence  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  moving  aCenfure  on  Lord  Kenyon. 
Speech  of  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefier.  Lord  Oxford Jiands  alone  on  a  Divfion. 
Public  Meetings  held  to  Petition  for  Peace.  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  moves  an 
Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  to  difmifs  Mr,  Pitt  from  his  Councils.  His  Charges 
againfi  the  Miniftry.  He  cenfures  them  on  account  of  the  Treaty  of  Pilnitz. 
Reply  of  Lord  Grenville.  He  denies  the  Participation  of  the  Britijh  Ca- 
oinet  in  the  Treaty  of  Pilnitz.  Debate  on  the  Motion »  Gjfer  of  Lord  Rom » 
ney,  I  he  Motion  is  negatived  by  a  large  Majority ,  Formation  of  a  sort 

of  neutral  P arty.  Motion  to  smooth  the  way  to  a  Negociation ,  made  in  the 
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Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Pollen.  Arguments  ufed  by  hit v  in  fupport  of 
his  Motion.  Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt .  Speech  of  Mr.  Addington.  Of  Mr.  Fox. 
Rejoinder  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Suggefion  of  Colonel  Fullarton.  Mr.  Pollen’ s 
Motion  is .  negatived.  Alderman  Combe  moves  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefy  to 
dfm'fs  his  Minifers .  Plis  Sentiments  oti  Inf  ruff  ions  from  Govftituents  to 
Members  of  Parliament.  The  Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Have  kins  Brovene, 
and  others.  Debate  on  the  Subjeff.  The  Motion  is  negatived  by  a  large 
Majority .  The  Duke  of  Bedford  moves  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefy  to  change 
his  Minifers .  Speech  of  the  Duke.  Severe  Language  of  the  Addrefs.  It 
is  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton ,  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  and  other 
Peers.  The  Conduff  of  the  Minifers  is  vindicated  by  Lords  Grenville  f 
Auckland \  and  others.  After  a  long  Debate ,  the  Motion  is  rejeffed  by  a 
Majority  of  Ninety. one.  Protef  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  in  which  he  is 
joined  by  Lord  Chedvoorth.  Peace  having  been  made  by  the  Emperor ,  the 
Minifers  re five  to  make  another  Effort  to  conclude  a  Peace  with  the  Di. 
reffory.  Lord  Malmefury  is  fent  over  to  Life ,  as  the  Britifh  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary.  Captious  Objeffion  of  the  Direffory  to  Lord  Malmefury  being  ap¬ 
pointed  the  Negociator.  Opening  of  the  Negotiation.  Projeff  of  a  Treaty . 
The  Direffory  demand  the  Ref  oration  of  the  Veffels  taken  at  Toulon.  They 
follow  up  thisy  by  the  monfrous  and  alfurd  Demand ,  that  Great  Britain , 
as  a  Preliminary ,  Jhould  furrenaer  all  her  Conquefs.  The  Negociation  is 
continued  without  any  Progrefs  being  made.  Various  Conferences.  The 
French  Plenipotentiaries  are  removedy  and  others  fubfituted  in  their  fead. 
Repetition  of  the  Demand  that  Great  Britain  Jhould  furrender  her  Con¬ 
quefs.  Lord  Malmefury  is  ordered  by  the  Direffory  to  quit  the  French 
Territory .  Spirited  Language  of  Lord  Malmefury.  Declaration  of  his 
Majefy  y_  on  the  Rupture  of  the  Negotiation.  [36 

CHAP.  III. 

Debates  and  Proceedings  on  Military  and  Naval  Subjeffs.  Committee  of 
Supply,  A  Hundred  and  Twenty  Thoufand  Seamen  voted.  Complaint  of 
General  Tarleton  on  the  Depredations  committed  by  the  Enemy.  The  Army 
Efi mates  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Windham.  Objections  made  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Tarleton.  Mr.  Fox  enquires  ref  peeling  the  Treatment  of  the  Maroons. 
Reply  of  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards .  He  attacks  Mr.  Wilberforce.  Sarcaf- 
tic  Obfervation  of  Mr.  Fox.  Additional  Articles  of  the  Army  Efimates 
brought  forward y  and  voted.  Army  Extraordinaries  voted.  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  propofes  an  Increafe  of  Pay  to  the  Privates  and  Non-commffioned  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Army.  The  Members  of  the  Oppofiion  cenfure  the  manner  in 

which  the  Increafe  had  been  notified  to  the  Soldiery .  Mr.  Windham  moves 
an  Increafe  of  Pay  to  the  Subalterns .  He  vindicates  the  Government  with 
refpeff  to  Army  Arrears.  Allowance  voted  to  the  Yeomanry  Cavalry.  Mr. 
Pitt  moves  a  Committee  to  confider  that  part  of  the  King’ s  Speech  relative 
to  an  Invafon.  He  propofes  to  raife  Fifteen  Thoufand  Men  for  the.  Regu¬ 
lars  and  Navy ,  by  a  Levy  on  the  Parifhes  ;  to  call  out  a  fupplementary 
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Militia  of  Sixty  four  Thoufand  Mem  ;  to  eftablifh  a  Provffioual  Cavalry 
of  Twenty  Thoufand  Men  ;  and  to  embody  the  Gamekeepers .  The  Plan  is 
JlrenuouJly  oppofed  by  Mr .  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan ,  Mr.  Curwen ,  and  others, 
as  expenfive  and.  like-wife  unneceffary ,  there  being  no  real  Fear  of  an  Inva- 
fton.  They  cenfure  [eve  rely  the  Con  dud  of  the  laft  Parliament.  Mr. 
Dundas  and  Mr,  Pitt  reply.  The  Gamekeepers*  Bill  is  ftrongly  oppofed  by 
many  Members,  and  at  length  dropped  by  the  MiniJhrs.  The  Pam/h  Quota 
Bill  is  pajfed  'without  Oppoftion.  M  r.  Cur-wen  oppofes  the  Re-committin gof 
the  Militia  Bill.  Mr.  Pitt  gives  ft  ranger  Affurances  than  before,  that  an 
Jnvaffion  is  intended.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox ,  in  which  he  feverely  reprobates 
the  Conduct  op  hoe  TvJin ift ry .  i  he  M ilitia  Bill  is  pajfed.  Mir.  Fox  and 

General  Tarleton  oppofe  the  Cavalry  Bill.  The  former  defcribes  it  as 
abfurd  and  impracticable.  He  attacks  the  Conduct  of  the  Government 
with  ref  pec  t  to  Ireland.  Reply  of  Mr.  Ryder  and  Mr.  Wilberforce ,  the 
latter  of  whom  brings  a  heavy  Charge  againft  the  Oppoftion  Party.  Mr. 
Sheridan  repels  the  Charge  in  an  angry  Speech.  The  Cavalry  Bill  is 
pajfed.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brings  in  Bills  to  explain  and 
amend  the  three  Adis.  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Biddulph  move  for  the  Repeal  of 
the  Militia  and  Cavalry  Adis.  The  Motions  are  negatived;  and  the  ex¬ 
planatory  Adis  puffed.  By  the  amended  Adis ,  Catholics  are  allowed  to 
ferve  as  privates  in  the  Proviftonal  Cavalry  and  Supplementary  Militia „ 
Mr.  Wilberforce  brings  in  a  Bill  to  allow  Catholics  to  ferve  as  Officers,  and 
Mr.  W .  Smith  moves  a  Claufe  to  admit  Proteftant  Diffienters .  The  ' 
Bill,  with  M r.  Smith’s  Claufe,  paftes  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Peers ,  Lord  Kenyon  moves  that  the  Bill Jhould  be  read  that  Day 
three  Months.  V iolcnt  and  illiberal  Speech  of  the  Bifhop  of  Bochefter  in  [up- 
port  of  Lord  Kenyon’s  Motion .  The  Bill  is  thrown  out .  An  Adi  paffies  for 
raffing  a  Militia  in  Scotland.  Riots  in  confequence  in  feveral  Parts  of  that 
Country.  The  Meafures  taken  to  repel  Invaffion  are  fuppofed  by  fame  Per - 
fons  to  be  inefficient  for  the  Purpofe.  Colonel  Wood  gives  Notice  of  a  Mo¬ 
tion  for  Enquiry  into  this  Subfedi.  He  fuf pends  his  Intention  for  fame  time t 
and  at  length  moves  for  the  Eftablijhment  of  a  Military  Council .  The 
Motion  is  oppofed  by  the  Minifters ,  and  finally  withdrawn  by  Colonel  Wood. 
Motions  in  both  Houfes  for  an  Enquiry  into  the  recent  Attempt  on  Ireland «, 
Arguments  employed  on  both  Sides.  The  Motions  are  negatived.  Condudi 
of  Spain .  The  Spanish  Monarch  forms  a  Treaty  with  the  Diredtory ,  and 
declares  W ar  againft  England.  Futility  of  the  Spanifh  Manifefto.  Bri - 
tffih  Counter-declaration.  The  Addreffies  on  the  War  carried  unanimoufly 
in  both  Houfes.  Debate  on  the  Vote  of  Thanks  to  Sir  J- .  Jervis.  Motion- 
In  favour  of  La  Fayette.  It  is  negatived .  f  $© 

CHAP.  IV. 

Financial  Buftnefs  of  the  Seffion.  Mr.  Pitt  brings  forward  a  Plan  for 
funding  a  large  Quantity  of  Navy  and  Exchequer  •  Bills.  Terms  to  be 
offered  to  the  Holders.  Mr.  Pitt  alludes  to  a  new  Plan  of  iffiuing  Navy 
and  Exchequer  Bills.  Queftion  put  by  Mr.  Huffey.  Mr,  Fox  attacks 
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the  Plan.  He  fiates  the  Profits  made  by  fome  of  the  Bill -holders  fa 
be  immenfe,  and  mentions  fome  of  the  Objections  to  the  prefent  Mea- 
fure .  Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  confiders  the  Plan  to  be  highly  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  Public.  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Huffey  again  controvert  his 
Arguments.  On  the  ficond  Debate  Mr.  Fox  again  oppofes  the  Scheme.  It 
is  however  adopted .  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt ,  to  prevent  Navy 
Bills  from  being  ijfued  at  a  longer  Date  than  three  Months.  Obfervation 
of  Mr.  Huffey.  The  Bill paffies .  Mr.  Pitty  refolves  to  raife  a  Loan  by 
an  open  Subfcription.  Terms  which  he  offers.  The  Loan  is  rapidly  filled. 
The  Eafi  India  Company  fubfcribes  two  Millions ,  of  which  it  agrees  to 
pay  the  Interefi .  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brings  forward  the 
Budget.  Statement  of  the  Supplies  and  of  the  Ways  and  Means.  Amount 
of  Interefi  to  be  provided.  Mr.  Pitt  explains  the  Caufe  of  the  Increafe  of 
the  Navy  Debt  beyond  his  Efiimates .  Detail  of  the  various  new  Taxes. 
He  informs  the  Houfe  that  he  has  furnifhed  Affifiance  to  the  Emperor } 
without  the  knowledge  of  Parliament s  and  calls  for  a  Continuance  of  the 
Confidence  of  the  Houfe.  Remarks  of  Mr.  Grey y  and  Mr.  Fox ,  on 
Mr.  Pitt’s  financial  Statements.  Mr.  Fox  feverely  attacks  the  Mea¬ 
sure  of  fending  Money  fecretly  to  the  F.mperory  and  attributes  it  to  an  In¬ 
tention  of fuperfeding  the  Authority  of  the  Commons .  The  Refolutions  moved 
by  Mr.  Pitt  are  carried .  When  the  Report  is  brought  ups  Mr.  Fox 
again  reprobates  the  Conduit  of  Mr.  Pitt  with  great  Severity.  Reply  of 
Mr.  Pitt o  Sir  W.  Pulte?iey  agrees  with  the  Oppofition  in  cenfuring 

the  Mini/ler.  Speech  of  Mr.  Grey ,  who  moves  to  pofipone  the  reading  of 
the  Refolutions .  Afperity  of  Mr.  Wilberforce .  Mr.  Grey’s  Motion  is 
negatived  by  a  large  Majority.  Mr.  Fox  brings  forward  a  Motion  of 
Cenfure  againfi  the  M infers .  Mr.  Pitt  vindicates  himself.  Mr.  Bragge 
moves  an  Amendment ,  which  is  firenuoufiy  oppofed  by  the  Oppofition.  It  is 
however  carried  by  a  large  Majority.  Mr.  Fox  moves  two  Amendments 
which  are  negatived.  Mejfage  from  his  Majefiy  relative  to  giving  further 
fuccour  to  the  Emperor.  Debates  in  confequence.  Taxes  agreed  to.  In 
the  Houfe  of  Lords ,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  moves  two  Amendments  to  the 
Loan  Bill }  which  are  negatived.  £97 


CHAP.  V, 

\  •  ' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moves  the  Appointment  of  a  Committee ,  to 
enquire  into  the  financial  State  of  the  Nation.  Debate  on  the  Quefiiony  whe- 
ther  the  Committee  Jhould  be  appointed  by  Ballot.  Motion  made  by  Mr. 
Sheridan  to  add  Mr.  Fox  to  the  Committee.  It  is  negatived '.  Mr.  Har - 
rifon  moves  to  enquire  whether  fome  Reduction  cannot  be  effected  in  Sinecure 
Places ,  Penfions  and  ufelefs  Offices,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Mr.  Windham  oppofe  the  Motion ,  and  infifi  on  the  neceffity  of  Sinecures » 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  fupport  the  Motion .  Altercation  between  Mr. 
I  ox  and  Mr.  Roje.  Dr.  Laurence  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  oppofe  the 
Motion y  as  not  being  fufficiently  fpecific.  It  is  negatived  by  a  large  Majo¬ 
rity.  Mr,  Pitt  is  compelled  to  bring  forward  a  fecond  Budget .  His  regret 
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m  this  Occafon.  Statement  of  the  Supplies.  Of  the  Ways  and  Means . 
Terms  of  the  Loan .  They  are  confejfed  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  be  unfavorable . 
He  intimates  that  fame  Allowance  mujl  be  made  to  the  Holders  of  the  Loyalty 
Loan .  New  Taxes  propofed.  Mr.  Fox  replies  with  much  Severity ,  and 
prediBs  that  more  will  be  called  for.  Mr.  Grey  accufes  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  of  having  mif applied  a  Sum  of  Money.  Tax  on  Newf papers 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Sheridan .  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  abandons  cer¬ 
tain  Taxes ,  and propofes  others.  He  moves  a  Loan  to  the  Emperor.  It  is 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  others.  The  Emperor  having 
made  Peace ,  the  Loan  is  dropped .  Mr.  Pitt  brings  forward  a  Refolution 
to  indemnify  the  Lojfes  on  the  Loyalty  Loan .  Language  of  the  Bankers . 
The  Refolution  is  frongly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Dent  and  others,  but  is  at  length 
carried.  It  is  again  vigor oufy  oppofed ,  on  the  fecond  reading,  by  Mr. 
Sheridan.  The  Speaker  decides  that  thofe  who  are  inter  (fed  ought  not  to 
vote .  The  Refolution  is  carried  by  a  Majority  of  only  one  ;  and,  therefore , 
Mr.  Pitt  declines  aBing  on  it.  Marriage  Portion  of  80*000 /.  voted  to  the 
Princefs  Royal.  >  Remarks  of  Mr.  Cur  wen.  Vote  of  Credit  pajfed  for 
half  a  Million .  [  2 1 9 

CHAP.  VI. 

Hifory  of,  and  Debates  upon ,  the  Stoppage  of  Cajh  Payments  at  the  Bank, 
Prefumed  Caufes  of  the  Stoppage .  Correfpondence  between  the  Bank  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer .  The  Bank  Dire  Bars  apply  to  Mr.  Pitt,  to 
know  how  long  they  may  go  on  paying  Cajh .  Anfwer  of  the  Minifer » 

Order  oj  Council  iffued  on  the  Twenty  fixth  of  February.  Meeting  of  the 
Merchants  and  Bankers  to  fupport  the  Credit  of  the  Bank.  The  Order  of 
Council  is  communicated  to  the  Parliament.  Motions  in  the  Two  Houfes  to 
prevent  further  Remittances  to  the  Emperor  till  the  Order  of  Council  has 
heen  enquired  into.  The  Motions  are  negatived  in  both  Houfes .  Lord 
Grenville  moves  for  a  Secret  and  SeleB  Committee ,  to  inquire  into  the  Debts 
and  Funds  of  the  Bank .  Debate  upon  the  SubjeB.  The  M infers  at¬ 

tacked  for  their  ConduB.  Violent  Language  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  He 
moves  an  Amendment.  Speech  of  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne.  The  Amend¬ 
ment  is  negatived,  and  the  Motion  carried.  Debate  in  the  Commons » 
Mr.  Pitt  moves  for  a  Secret  Committee.  Long  and  eloquent  Speech  of 
Mr.  Fox,  calling  for  a  thorough  Enquiry,  and  J'everely  cenfuring  the  Mi¬ 
nifer.  He  is  joined  by  fome  Members  not  ufually  in  Oppoftion.  Argu¬ 
ments  of  the  Oppoftion  Members.  An  Amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Sheridan . 
Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Amendment  negatived,  and  the  original  Motion 
carried.  Refolution  for  Enquiry  moved  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  agreed  to. 
Altercation  on  the  Appointment  of  a  Committee ♦  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox . 

Condemnation  of  the  mode  by  Ballot.  Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Of  Mr « 
Sheridan .  Defence  of  the  Ballot.  Motion  of  Mr.  Fox  negatived.  Com¬ 

mittee  by  Ballot  refolved  upon.  Bill  to  authorize  the  Bank  to  iffue  [mall 
Notes.  Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird  brings  in  a  Bill  to  authorize  Bankers  and 
ManufaBurers  to  ijfue  J 'mall  Notes.  It  is  agreed  to.  Reports  brought  up 
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from  Lords''  mid  Commons  Committees.  Subflance  of  them.  The  Tube  of 
Bedford  moves  for  a  Selett  Committee  of  Enquiry,  A  Secret  Committee  by 
Ballot  propofed  by  Lord  Grenville .  Debate  on  the  Subjett.  Lord  Gren* 
ville’s  Motion  is  agreed  to.  Papers  moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  Members  in  Oppoftion.  Obfervations  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  The  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  moves  for  a  Bill  to  continue  the  Rjlrittion.  Speech 
of  Mr.  Fox.  Opinions  of  the  Solicitor -General  on  the  Batik  and  other 
Subjetts.  Animadverfons  upon  them  by  Mr.  Sheridan .  Motion  of  Mr. 
Sheridan ,  for  repaying  the  Advances  made  to  the  Government  by  the 
Bank.  The  Previous  Quefion  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox. 
He  deprecates  an  Extenfon  of  Paper  Circulation ,  and  a  forced  Paper  Cur¬ 
rency.  Reply  of  Mr.  Sheridan  to  Mr.  Pitt .  The  Previous  Ouefion  h 
carried.  [132 

CHAP.  VII. 

Bill  to  continue  the  Order  in  Gouncil  brought  in.  Quef  ion  put  by  Mr.  Fox . 

The  fecond  Reading  oppofed  hy  Mr .  Hobhoufe  and  others.  Mr,  Grey  alludes 
to  advances  recently  made  to  the  Emperor.  Reply  to  him.  The  Speaker 
leaving  the  Chair  oppofed  by  Mr.  Nicholls.  The  Indemnity  to  the  Bank 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Fox  and  other  Members.  The  Government  charged  with 
exercifng  an  undue  Influence  over  the  Bank.  The  Claufe  of  Indemnity 
fupported  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  others.  Mr.  Pitt  denies  any  Interference  in  the 
Affairs  of  the  Bank.  The  Oppoftion  fill  exprefs  their  Doubts .  Mr.  Fox 
contends }  that  Dividend  W arrant s  Jhall  be  paid  in  S pecie.  Debate  on  the 
Duration  of  the  Bill.  Speech  of  Sir  William  Pulteney.  He  hints  at  a  Plan 
capable  of  producing  great  Beneft.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  Difpute  on  the 
Extenfon  of  a  Paper  Circulation.  Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt .  Reply  of  Mr.  Fox. 
Debate  on  the  Claufe  to  iffue  Specie  for  paying  the  Army.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  charged  vjith  fnifler  Intentions.  Angry  Altercation  upon 
this  Occafion.  Another  Debate  on  the  Duration  of  the  Bill.  Pleafantry  of 
Mr.  Sheridan.  Mr.  Fox  moves  for  the  Bill  to  expire  on  the  firfl  of  May y 
inflead  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  June.  The  Motion  negatived.  Claufe 
inferted  as  to  how  far  Bank  Notes  ffould  operate  as  a  IcgalTender .  Claufe 
refraining  the  Advances  of  the  Bank  to  the  Government .  Mr.  Nicholls 
moves  a  Claufe  to  limit  the  Debts  of  the  Bank.  It  is  rejetted.  Debate 
on  a  Claufe  allowing  the  Bank  to  repay  three-fourths  of  any  Caff  which 
it  might  receive.  It  is  oppofed  by  Mr.  Fox,  defended  hy  Mr.  Pitt ,  and 
others,  and  adopted.  An  Addition  moved  by  Mr.  Sheridan ,  and  negatived. 
Motion  of  Sir  William  Pulteney,  to  obtain  the  Opinion  of  the  Bank  Direc¬ 
tors,  is  negatived.  Claufe  rejetted  relative  to  Difirefs  for  Pent.  Claufe 
moved  by  Sir  William  Pulteney,  is  rejetted.  A  Claufe  moved  by  Mr.  Fox 
is  inferted  with  an  Amendment.  Laf  Debate  on  the  Duration  of  the  Bill. 
Attack  of  Sir  W illiam  Pulteney  on  the  Bank.  The  Bill  is  paffed.  It  is  fent 
to  the  Peers ,  and  paffes  there  without  a  Debate.  Motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan 
for  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  Propriety  of  further  Grants  to  the  Em¬ 
peror.  His  Speech.  Mr.  Pitt’s  reply.  The  Motion  is  negatived.  Reports 
of  the.  Secret  Committees  prefented  to  the  two  Houfe s .  They  are  made  the 
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G  round-work  of  an  Attack  upon  the  M  infers.  A  Series  of  Reflations  againft 
the  M infers  moved  in  the  Lords  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  in  the  Com - 
rnons  by  Mr.  Grey.  Summary  of  the  Re/olutions.  Violent  Speech  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford.  He  attacks  the  Report  of  the  Committee.  Sharp  Replies 
of  Lord  Grenville ,  and  others ,  to  his  Language  refpeCting  the  Miniferial 
Lords ,  and  the  Committee.  Speeches  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool ,  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  and  Lord  Auckland.  The  Previous  Quefion  is  carried  on  the  Refolu- 
tions.  Speech  of  Mr.' Grey.  Reply  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
The  Reflations  are  rejected.  Sir  William  Pulteney  moves  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  efablifh  a  new  Bank.  Excellent  Speech  from  him  upon 
this  Subjed .  Speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  The  Motion  is  negatived.  A  Bill 
brought  in  to  extend  the  Period  of  the  Ref ri  St  ion.  It  is  paffed  without 
any  Debate.  [ 1 56 

CHAP.  VIIL 

Debates  relative  to  our  Weft  and  Eaft  Indian  Pojfefjjons.  Addrefs  moved 
by  Mr.  W.  Smith  for  a  Copy  of  the  Colonial  Laves  relative  to  Slaves. 
Meafures  adopted  by  the  Friends  of  the  Slave  Trade ,  to  ward  off  an  Abo¬ 
lition.  Mr.  Ellis  moves  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty ,  to  give  Directions  to 
the  Governors  of  the  Weft  India  IJlands  to  recommend  to  the  Colonial  Af- 
femblies  to  take  fuch  Steps  as  may  lead  ultimately  to  an  Abolition .  Argu¬ 
ments  tifed  by  Mr.  Ellis.  He  thinks  it  imgoffible  to  prevent  Smuggling. 
Suppofcd  Caufs  of  the  Mortality  among  the  Negroes.  He  afferts  that  the 
Colonial  Affemblies  are  favourable  to  the  Negroes .  Meafures  propofed  by 

him.  Mr.  Barham  feconds  the  Motion .  Speech  of  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards. 

His  bold  Affertions  refpeCting  the  Colonial  Legiflatures.  Mr.  Dundas  alfo 
f up  ports  the  Motion.  The  Motion  is  oppofed  by  Mr.  Wilberforce.  Strong 

Arguments  urged  by  him  againjl  it.  He  fates  the  Danger  of  continuing 
the  Importation  of  Slaves.  The  Motion  is  Jlrenuoufly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt , 
Air.  Fox ,  Mr.  W.  Smith ,  and  others.  Pointed  Speech  of  Mr.  W ,  Smith. 
The  Motion  is  carried.  Mr.  Wilberforce  moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  abolifi  the  Trade.  He  is  vehemently  oppofed  by  Mr.  Ellis ,  Mr. 
Sewef  Colonel  Gafcoigne ,  Air.  Barham ,  Sir  William  Young ,  and  Mr. 
Bryan  Edwards.  Arguments  advanced  by  them.  The  Motion  is  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Pitt ,  Mr.  Fox ,  and  many  other  Alembers.  It  is,  however \ 
rejected  by  a  Majority  of  fix.  Mr.  B.  Edwards  moves  for  a  Bill  to 
prevent  Slaves  from  being  fold  for  Debt.  It  is  paffed.  The  Colonial  Affem¬ 
blies  take  no  Notice  of  it,  though  they  had  been  ajfertcd  to  be  anxious  for  it. 
The  Slave-Carrying  Bill  revived.  Mr.  W.  Smith  moves  for ,  and  obtains , 
an  ACl  to  regulate  the  Height  between  the  Decks  of  Slave  Ships.  St.  Do¬ 
mingo ,  Mr.  St.  John  moves  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty ,  to  withdraw  the 
Troops  from  that  If  and.  He  attacks  Minifters  feverely.  Mr.  Dundas 
vindicates  the  Conduct  of  himftlf  and  his  Colleagues.  His  Attack  on  Mr. 
Burke.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  Speech  of  Dr.  Laurence ,  The  Motion  is  re¬ 
jected  by  a  large  Majority.  Declaration  of  Mr.  Dundas  with  reJpeCi  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  ACt  pa  fed  for  enlarging  the  Stock  of  the  Eaft  India 
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Company .  Bill  to  allow  the  Company  to  adminijler  Oaths t  rejetted.  Att 
to  regulate  the  Trade  of  Foreign  Countries  with  India.  Speech  of  Mr. 
Dundas.  Motion  of  Mr.  Biddulph ,  on  the  Indian  Judicature .  Penfon 
Claufe  oppofed  hy  Major  Metcalf.  Vindicated  by  Mr.  Dundas.  Indian 
Budget  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Dundas.  Second  Budget  brought  forward 
by  him  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  Sejjion.  [  1 8  l 

CHAP.  IX. 

Proceedings  relative  to  Domeftic  Concerns.  Mr.  Abbott  brings  forward  a 
Plan  for  the  better  Promulgation  of  the  Statutes.  He  fates  the  abfolute 
NeceJJity  of  the  Meafure.  Reflations  adopted  by  the  Two  Houfes  on  this 
Subject.  Mr.  Adair  again  brings  in  his  Bill  to  relieve  Qjiakers  in  Tythe 
Cafes y  and  to  admit  their  Affirmation  on  criminal  Trials.  It  is  oppofed  by 
the  Solicitor  and  Attorney  General \  and  finally  rejetted.  Mr.  Parker 
Coke  brings  in  a  Bill  to  authorize  the  Removal  of  Caufes  from  local  Ju* 
rifdittions  to  the  Country  at  large.  He  withdraws  it.  Mr.  Fox  moves 
the  Repeal  of  the  Treafon  and  Sedition  Bills.  He  makes  an  eloquent  Speech 
on  the  Qccajlon.  Reply  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.  Mr.  Fox  is  cenfured  by 
fome  of  the  Members.  Reply  of  Mr.  Fox.  The  Motion  is  negatived  by  a 
large  Majority.  Mr.  Grey  brings  forward  a  Plan  for  a  Reform  in  Par * 
liament.  He  accufes  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  having  grofily  violated  its 
Duties .  The  Motion  is  feconded  by  Mr.  Erjkine.  Speech  of  the  Chan - 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  reply.  He  maintains  that  Parliament  has  the 
full  Confidence  of  the  People.  Clofing  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  The  Motion 
is  rejetted  by  a  Majority  of  a  Hundred  and  Sixty-five.  Att  paffied  for 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  fmnmon  Parliament  at  fourteen  Days  Notice. 
Objettions  of  Sir  IV.  Pulteney  anfwered  by  Mr.  Pitt.  A  Bill  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Pitt  for  a  Reform  of  the  P  or  Laws.  Account  of  fome  of  its 
leading  Claufes ,  It  is  feverely  cenfured  by  Mr.  Sheridany  and  fuffiered  to 
drop  to  the  ground  by  its  Framer.  Atts  paffied  relative  to  the  Export 
and  Import  of  Corn.  Atts  paffied  to  alter  the  Laws  of  Affize.  XJnfucceffi- 
ful  Claim  of  Mr.  Lujhington  for  Reimhurfement  of  the  Merchants  who 
had  loft  by  importing  Grain.  Sir  John  Sinclair  brings  in  a  Genes ai  In - 
clofure  Bill.  It  paffies  the  Commons ,  but  is  rejetted  in  the  Lords .  Mr. 

Mainwaring  brings  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  Forefialling,  Jobbing  and  Re¬ 
grating.  Arguments  for  and  againfi  it.  Mr.  Dundas ,  Mr.  Pitt  and 
others  oppofe  it ,  and  it  is  rejetted.  Earl  Moira  announces  a  Motion  for  a 
Committee  on  the  Debtor  Laws.  It  is  oj'ten  pofiponed  in  confequence  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor* s  Illnefs.  Reafons  why  the  Prefence  of  Lawyers  is 
prejudicial  in  fuch  Difcuffions.  Speech  of  Lord  Moira  on  bringing  for¬ 
ward  his  Motion.  He  fiates  the  Hardfhips  fujfered  from  the  Laws  of 
mefne  Procefs  and  Execution.  The  Meafure  is  oppofed  by  Lord  Kenyon. 
Agitation  of  his  Lordfhip  in  Confequence  of  his  having  received  an  Anony¬ 
mous  Letter.  His  Arguments  againfi  Lord  Moira's  Motion.  The  Motion 
is  rejetted.  Clofe  of  the  Seffion.  [20 1 
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CHAP.  X. 

Mutiny  in  the  Fleets .  Alarm  and  feelings  of  the  Country  upon  this  occafion „ 
Obfervations  on  the  Conduit  of  the  Seamen.  Cevfure  of  the  Minifiers . 
Alleged  Origin  of  the  Mutiny .  io'r/?  Manifeftation  of  the  Dif content  of  the 
Sailors ,  in  anonymous  Petitions  to  Earl  Howe  for  an  Increafe  of  Pay . 
Petitions  fuppofed  to  be  merely  meant  to  excite  Alarm .  Breaking  out  of  the 
Mutiny  at  S pithead,  by  the  Sailors  refufng  to  weigh  Anchor .  Committee 
of  Delegates  chofen  by  the  Seamen ,  and  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  adminiflered  to 
all  the  Crews.  Petitions  of  the  Seamen  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty .  Statement  of  their  Claims.  The  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  hajlen  to  Portf mouth.  Their  firfi  Anfwer  to  the  Petitions.  The 
Seamen  fill  dijfatisfied.  New  Claims.  Further  Conceffions  granted  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty .  Interview  of  fame  of  the  Admirals  with  the 

Delegates.  Danger  of  Admiral  Gardner.  Lord  Bridport' s  Flag  f  ruck 
by  the  mutinous  Seamen ,  who  alfo  make  preparations  for  Defence.  A  Re¬ 

conciliation  at  length  effected.  The  Fleet  drops  down  to  St.  Helen's ,  but 
is  detained  there  by  contrary  Winds .  The  Seamen  fill  in  a  fate  of  Sullen - 
lennefs  and  Irritation.  Proceedings  at  Plymouth .  Arts  employed  to  in¬ 
duce  the  Seamen  to  Mutiny  again.  Order  iffued  by  the  Lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty.  Second  Mutiny  in  the  Channel  Fleet.  Admiral  Colpoys  reffs 
the  Attempt  of  the  Delegates  to  board  his  Ship.  Five  Seamen  killed • 
Admiral  Colpoys  made  Prifoner ,  and  threatened  with  Death .  Alarm  ex¬ 

cited  at  Portsmouth  by  the  fecond  Mutiny.  Earl  Howe  brings  down  the 
King's  Pardon ,  and  tbe  Adi  for  increafing  the  Pay .  He  fucceeds  in 
bringing  back  the  Men  to  their  Duty.  Sailing  of  the  Channel  Fleet . 
Subfequent  mutinous  proceedings  at  Portf  mouth  and  Plymouth.  Debates  in 
Parliament  on  the  Subject  of  the  Mutiny.  Calls  made  for  Information  by 
feveral  of  the  Opppoftion  Members.  Mr.  Pitt  brings  forward  a  Bill  for 
an  Increafe  of  Pay  to  the  Sailors.  He  is  feverely  attacked  by  Mr.  Fox, 
and  Mr.  Sheridan  ;  the  latter  of  whom ,  however ,  cenfures  the  Conduit  of 
the  Seamen.  Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Sheridan  propofes  the  Appointment 
of  a  joint  Committee  of  both  Houfes .  Remarks  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Bill  for  the 
Increafe  of  Pay  pajfes  the  Commons.  Debate  in  the  Lords ,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  brings  forward  a  Vote  of  Cenfure  upon  the  Minifers,  for  their  De¬ 
lay  in  applying  to  the  Houfe  on  the  Subjell  of  the  Mutiny.  Reply  of  Mr * 
Pitt.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox.  The  Minijlers  vindicated  by  Mr.  Dundas.  The 
Motion  is  negatived  by  a  large  Majority .  [218 

CHAP.  XL 

Hijlory  of  the  Mutiny  continued.  Breaking  out  of  the  Mutiny  in  the  Med¬ 
way.  The  Mutineers  remove  the  Ships  to  the  Nore.  Dif  ref  pell  fhewn 
to  Admiral  Buckner.  The  Concefjhns  granted  to  the  Seamen  at  the  other 
Ports  rejeded  by  thofe  at  the  Nore .  Exorbitant  Demands  of  the  Mu¬ 
tineers.  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  refufe  to  grant  them,  or  to  go  to 
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Sheernefs.  They  are  at  length  induced  to  go,  hut  their  Journey  is  fruit - 
lefs.  The  Mutineers  prevail  on  the  Lancafer  to  make  common  Caufe  with 
them .  Their  piratical  Adis.  They  blockade  the  Entrance  of  the 
Thames.  The  great  eft  pari  of  Admiral  Duncan’s  Squadron  joins  them. 
The  Clyde  and  St.  Fiorenzo  efcape.  Alarm  excited  in  the  neighbouring 
Counties  and  the  Capital.  Fall  of  the  Stocks.  Proceedings  in  Parliament. 
Mr.  Sheridan  propofes  the  Appointment  of  a  Commiffion  to  negociate  with 
the  Mutineers.  He  withdraws  his  Motion  at  the  Requef  of  the  Minifers. 
He  cenfures  the  Mutineers  with  much  Severity.  Proclamation  declaring 
certain  Ships  to  be  in  a  fate  of  Rebellion .  Mejfage  from  the  Throne  to  the 
two  Houfes .  Debates  on  the  Addrefs.  Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt,  declaring 
the  Necejjity  of  new  Laves  to  ftp  profs  the  Mutiny.  Speech  of  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  who  demurs  to  a  Part  of  the  Addrefs.  Reply  of  Mr.  Dundas,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  Addrefs  unanimoufy  carried.  Mr. 
Pitt  brings  in  a  Bill  for  the  better  Prevention  and  Punijhmcnt  of  Attempts 
to  f educe  the  Land  and  Sea  Forces.  His  Speech.  The  Meafure  con- 
fdered  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  not  to  be  fufficiently  ftrong.  He  recom¬ 
mends  the  Penalty  of  Death.  Remarks  on  his  Propofol.  His  Suggefiion 
is  adopted  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Qbfervations  of  Mr.  Hobhoufe  and  Mr.  JV. 
Smith.  Speech  of  Mr.  Tierney.  The  Bill  pajps  immediately  through 
both  Houfes.  A  Bill  brought  in,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for  refraining  Intcrcourfe 
with  the  rebellious  Seamen.  Objections  urged  by  Sir  John  Sinclair. 
Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Bill  oppofed  by  Sir  Ft  ■ ancis  Burdett  and  Mr. 
Sturt.  Violent  Speech  of  the  latter  Member.  The  Bill  is  pajfed.  Aft 
pajfed  to  prevent  the  A dminif  ration  of  unlawful  Oaths. ?  Narrative  of 
the  Mutiny  refumed.  The  Government  determines  to  aft  with  the  utmof 
Rigour.  Prudence  of  this  Determination .  Preparations  for  the  Attack 

of  the  Rebels.  Zeal  of  Individuals  and  Public  Bodies.  The  Eaf  India 
Company  invite  their  Officers  to  affif  the  Government.  Refolution  pffied 
by  the  Merchants  and  Ship  Owners  of  the  Metropolis.  The  Mutineers 
begin  to  be  alarmed.  They  difpatch  Lord  Northejk  to  Town  with  a 
Letter  to  his  Majefiy .  Terms  propofed  by  them.  The  Lords  of  the  Ad¬ 

miralty  refufe  to  lifien  to  them .  Obfervations  on  Revolters .  Situation 
of  the  Mutinous  Seamen.  A  Part  of  the  Crews  at  the  Nore  averfe  from 
Mutiny .  Precautions  taken  againf  them .  Mutiny  begins  to  break  up. 
Subm  ffion  of  the  Lancafier  and  Naiad.  Efcape  of  the  Serapis,  Dif- 
covery,  and  Firm.  Alarms  and  Debates  in  the  Mutinous  Squadron. 
The  Mutineers  attempt  to  negociate,  but  are  not  lifened  to.  Breaking  up 
of  the  Mutiny.  Efcape  of  the  ltepulfe,  Leopard,  and  Ardent .  Sur¬ 
render  of  all  the  remaining  Veffiels.  Trial  and  Execution  of  Parker. 
Mutiny  in  Admiral  Duncan’s  Squadron  ,*  begins  in  the  Trent  Frigate. 
The  Admiral  puts  to  Sea ,  hut  is  abandoned  by  all  but  two  of  his  Ships. 
His  Speech  to  the  Crew  of  his  Ship.  He  puts  a  Stop  to  a  Conf piracy  on 
board  of  the  Venerable.  Bad 'State  of  Lord  St.  Vincent’s  Squadron. 
Two  Mutinies  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Spirited  Conduit  of  General 
Dundas.  7  he  Mutineers  are  put  down  by  the  Threat  of  uf  ng  Force 
againjl  them.  Plot  on  Board  of  the  Pompee.  The  Her  mime  carried  into 
a  Spani/h  Port  by  her  Crew.  Conclufon .  [23 4 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Narrative  of  Naval  and  Colonial  Operations,  I  he  l*  tench  land  a  Body  of 
Galley  Slaves  and  Malefadors  at  Fijh guard,  in  Pembrokcjhire.  In- 
ftrudions  given  to  the  Commander  of  this  Expedition,  The  Invaders  are 
“ compelled  to  lay  dawn  their  Arms,  The  Directory  cenfured,  by  many  in 
France ,  for  this  Affair.  Tvoo  of  the  Frigates  which  conveyed  the  French 
are  captured.  The  Republican  Projells  for  invading  England.  Plan 
for  uniting  in  the  Channel  the  Fleets  of  France ,  Spain ,  and  Holland. 
"State  of  the  Spani/h  and  Englifh  Fleets.  Admiral  Cordova  fails  from 
Carthagena  to  Cadiz.  Believing  Sir  John  Jervis  to  have  only  a  very 
fmall  Force ,  he  fails  towards  him  to  give  him  Battle.  Sir  John  Jervis 
determines  alfo  to  bring  the  Spaniards  to  Afhon.  Strange  Conduit  of  the 
Captain  of  the  Spani/h  look-out  Frigate.  Battle  off  Cape  St.  V lucent’ s. 
Part  of  the  Spani/h  Squadron  cut  off  from  the  main  Body,  and  put  to 
Flight.  Glorious  Condud  of  Commodore  Nelfon.  He  engages  feveral  of 
the  Enemy.  The  San  Ifidro  and  Salvador  del  Mundo  Jlrike  to  Captain 
Colling  wood.  Nelfon  carries  the  San  Nicolas  and  the  San  Jofef  by  board¬ 
ing.  The  Spanijh  Squadron  retreats.  Confequences  of  this  Vidory. 
Honours  and  Rewards  befowed  on  the  V 'dors.  Sir  John  Jervis  created 
Earl  St.  Vincent.  Nelfon,  who  had  already  been  made  a  Rear-Admiral , 
receive  s  the  Order  of  the  Bath •  'Tvoo  Bombardments  of  Cadiz,  Gallant 
Adion  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelfon.  He  forms  a  Plan  for  the  C  apt  me  of  Santa 
Cruz.  Defcription  of  Santa  Cruz .  Nelfon  is  fent  again]}  Santa  Cruz 
with  a  f mall  Force.  Failure  of  the  fir  ft  Attempt .  Nelfon  makes  a fecond 
Attempt ,  in  which  he  himfelf  commands.  His  right  Arm  is  Jhattered  by 
a  Grape-Shot.  Gallantry  of  Captain  Trowbridge.  The  Affailants  are 
unable  to  accomplijh  their  Purpofe.  Generofity  of  the  Spanijh  Governor. 
Lofs  fuftained  by  the  Britijh .  Efforts  made  by  the  Batavian  Government 
to  fit  out  a  Fleet.  Charader  of  Admiral  de  Winter  and  Admiral  Dun¬ 
can.  Intrepid  Condud  of  the  Latter .  The  Batavian  Government  orders 
its  Fleet  to  fail.  Admiral  Duncan  fails  in  purfuit  of  it.  Battle  of  Cam- 
pel-down.  Admiral  Duncan  gets  between  the  Dutch  Squadron  and  the 
Land.  The  Dutch  completely  defeated,  and  a  confiderable  Part  of  their 
Fleet  captured.  Admiral  Duncan  made  a  Vif count.  Events  in  the  Wefi 
Indies.  Infamous  Condud  of  the  French  in  the  Invafion  of  Anguilla. 
Capture  of  the  Force  employed  by  them  on  that  Expedition.  Situation  of 
the  Britijh  Wefi  India  Ifiands.  Conf piracy  dif covered  at  Dominica. 

Dffatisf adion  of  the  Colonifis  at  the  Plan  of  raffing  five  Black  Regiments. 
Expedition  againfi  Trinidad.  Defirudion  of  the  Spanijh  Fleet  there. 
Surrender  of  the  IJland.  Attack  projeded  on  Porto  Rico  .  Defcription  of 
the  City  of  San  Juan.  The  Britijh  effed  a  Landing.  Their  Attempt  is 
unfuccefsful.  St.  Domingo.  Lofs  of  Men  and  Money  fuftained  through 
our  Poffejfion  of  that  IJland.  Lieutenant-General  Simcoe  appointed  Go¬ 
vernor.  He  introduces  a  Reform  into  the  Finances,  Military  Operations. 
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French  Pofis  carried  in  the  Vicinity  of  Port  au  Prince .  Touijfant  driven 
hack .  Rigaud  attacks  Irois ,  and  is  defeated.  Touijfant  is  repulfed  at  St, 
Marc ,  and  likewife  driven  beyond  the  river  Art  ebonite.  Return  to  Eng - 
land  of  General  Simcoe.  Machinations  of  the  Fre?ich  in  Canada .  Exe¬ 
cution  of  the  Emiffary,  Maclean »  Capture  of  Foul  Point ,  in  the  If  and  of 
Madagafcar .  C  2  5  4 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Continental  Affairs ,  The  Republicans ,  /a  confequence  of  the  fate  of  Affairs 
in  France s  refolve  to  open  a  Negotiation  with  the  Emperor.  Letter  of 
Buonaparte ,  defcribing  the  critical  ftuation  in  which  he  food.  He  im - 
plores  immediate  fuccours.  He  anticipates  his  being  compelled  to  raife  the 

Blockade  of  Mantua .  Number  of  wounded  Generals .  His  f  tuation 

amended  by  the  V idory  of  Arcole ,  but  not  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  render  it 
unneceffary  for  the  French  to  negotiate •  Threat  previoufy  ufed  by  the 

Diredory  with  refped  to  the  Defrudion  of  Triefe ,  and  the  other  Aufrian 
Efablifhments  on  the  Adriatic .  Moderate  tone  of  the  Letter  addrejfed  to  the 
Emperor  by  the  Dire  dory.  Contraf  of  it  with  that  ufed  to  the  Briti/h 
Ambaffador.  Arguments  employed  by  the  Diredory  to  induce  the  Emperor 
to  agree  to  their  Propoftion  for  an  Armifice .  Infrudions  given  to  the \ 

Diredory  by  General  Clarke.  He  is  to  avoid  any  relinquifhment  of  Terri¬ 
tory  as  much  as  pofftble .  The  Armifice  not  to  laf  for  lefs  than  fix  Months . 
Further  Infrudions  given  by  M.  Delacroix.  Steps  to  be  taken  with  re¬ 
gard  to  Piedmont ,  Lombardy ,  Venice^  and  the  Papal  States.  Defgns  on 
Piedmont,  Hints  given  as  to  the  propriety  of  revolutionizing  Venice. 
General  Clarke  commiffioned  to  make  Obfervations  at  Vienna.  Four  Plans 
fetched  out  to  indemnify  Aufria  for  the  Cefion  of  the  Low  Countries.  To 
exclude  England  from  the  Negotiations  confdered  as  an  objed  of  the  utmof 
importance .  Language  to  be  held ,  by  General  Clarke ,  to  the  German 
Princes ,  in  cafe  they  Jhould  be  alarmed  by  the  Conclufon  of  the  Armiftice . 
Arrival  of  the  French  Negotiator  in  Italy .  The  Emperor  appoints  the 

Baron  de  Vincent  to  confer  with  him ,  and  names  Vicenza  as  the  place  of 
conference.  The  Negotiators  do  not  meet  till  January .  General  Buona¬ 
parte  ebjeds  to  the  fgning  of  an  Armifice  before  the  Surrender  of  Mantua , 
Reaforis  affigned  by  him  for  his  Oppoftion.  General  Clarke  perffls  in 
thinking  a  Sufpenfon  of  Arms  advifable.  He  contends  that  the  chance  of 
War  is  doubtful ,  and  that  Mantua  may  be  relieved.  Advantages  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Armifice  by  the  French.  Impolicy  of  fubverting  the 
Papal  power  at  the  prefent  period.  The  Affifiance  of  the  Pope  likely  to 
become  neceffary  to  confolidate  the  Revolution.  Forcible  defcription  given 
by  General  Clarke ,  of  the  internal  fate  of  France.  The  Diredory  is 
fill  refolved  to  agree  to  an  Armifice.  Its  Readinefs  to  abandon  the  Ita¬ 
lians.  Contemptuous  Charader  drawn  of  the  Italians  by  M.  Delacroix • 
Reafons  of  M.  Delacroix  for  believing  that  the  Emperor  may  be  induced  to 
lifen  to  pacific  Overtures.  Afferted  Movements  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  in 
favour  of  France 8  The  Aufrian  Cabinet  offers  to  agree  to  a  partial 
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Jafpenjiott  of  Arms.  This  Propofal  is  rejeffed  by  the  Republicans.  The 
Dire  dory  furnijhes  General  Clarke  <with full powers  to  conclude  a  Preliminary 
T reaty,  Injl ruffians  given  to  him  on  this  occafion .  Articles  relative  to 
Auftriay  the  Empire ,  the  aggrandizement  of  Auftria ,  the  Exclufion  of  Eng •- 
land)  and  the  feizing  on  Bavaria.  Stipulation  in  favour  of  Rebels . 
Profound  Secrecy  to  be  obferved .  The  Negotiations  are  broken  off.  [280 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Confequences  of  the  Abandonment  of  the  Mediterranean  by  the  Rritifh.  The 
Meafure  cenfured  by  Lord  Nelfon  and  by  Mr.  Burke.  Peace  recommended 
to  the  Neapolitan  Court  by  the  Bmtifh  Cabinet .  Intended  Treaty  between 
Naples  and  Rome ,  and  Military  Movements  of  the  combined  Force  of  the 
two  States .  Buonaparte  declares  that ,  unlefs  Peace  be  made  with  Na¬ 
ples  y  he  mnjl  have  an  additional  Reinforcement  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
Men.  He  recommends  to  temporife  with  the  Roman  Court .  The  Direffory 
declares  that  it  will  not  modify  the  ojfenfive  Conditions  formerly  propofed  to 
the  Pope }  but  confents  to  adopt  the  temporifing  Syftem.  It  fuddenly  changes 
its  Syftem ,  and  refolves  to  negotiate.  The  Change  fuppofed  to  be  the  Work 
of  Buonaparte.  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  M.  Cacault  y  claiming  the  Merit  of 
having  infpired  the  Direffory  with  pacific  Feelings .  Previous  Proceedings 
of  M.  Cacault  at  Rome.  He  labours  to  perfuade  the  Papal  Miniftry  of 
the  good  Intentions  of  his  Employers.  Anfwer  of  the  Cardinal ,  Secretary 
of  State.  Contradiff  ion  in  the  Reasoning  of  M.  Cacault.  The  Court  of 
Rome  not  difpofed  to  avail  itfelf  of  the  new  Overtures  made  by  the  Di- 
reffory.  Hopes  of  that  Court.  It  dif patches  an  Envoy  to  Vienna  to  folicit 
Aid  from  the  Auftrian  Cabinet.  Abfurd  Demands  made  by  that  Cabinet . 
It  at  length  promifes  to  affift  the  Pope.  General  Colli  fent  to  command  his 
Army.  The  Direffory ,  irritated  by  the  Rejeffion  of  its  Advances ,  deter¬ 
mines  to  defray  y  if poffibles  the  Papal  Authority.  Curious  Letter  to  Buo¬ 
naparte  on  this  Subjeff.  Buonaparte  refolves  to  attack  the  Roman  States . 
His  Manfefto  from  Bologna ,  announcing  the  Rupture  of  the  Armiftice .  He 
publifhes  a  Proclamation  denouncing  Vengeance  on  all  Towns  and  Villages 
in  which  the  Alarm-bell /hall  be  rung.  A  Proclamation  of  another  kindy 
in  favour  of  the  expatriated  French  Priefts .  Their  Subfiftence  fecured. 
His  mode  of  vindicating  this  Meafure  to  the  Direffory.  He  writes  to  Car¬ 
dinal  Mattel  to  fet  the  Pope  at  eafe  with  refpeff  to  his  perfonal  Safety . 
Backward  State  of  the  Papal  Preparations  to  refift  the  Invaders.  Want 
of  Energy  and  W ifdom  in  the  Court  of  Rome.  It  relies  upon  Sermons  and 
Proclamations.  Specimen  of  thofe  Proclamations .  Buonaparte  comsnences 

his  March.  The  Papal  Army  attempts  to  make  a  Stand  on  the  River 
Senioy  but  is  routed  with  confiderable  Lofs.  The  Citizens  of  Faenqa  Jhut 
their  Gates ,  ring  the  Alarm-belly  and  refolve  to  refift.  The  French  Army 
break  pen  the  Gates ,  but  Buonaparte  fpares  the  Town.  He  harangues 
the  Monks  and  Priefts.  The  French  Army  purfues  its  March  towards 
Ancona .  Capture  of  twelve  hundrod  Men  on  the  Heights  near  that 
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Town,  Ancona furTenders .  Large  Quantities  of  Cannon  and  Arms  taken 
there,  A  Detachment  of  Cavalry  Jent  to  feize  the  Treafure  of  the  Santa 
Cafay  at  Loretta,  A  Part  of  the  Treafure  conveyed  away  by  General 
Colli.  The  Relics  are  Jent  to  Paris  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Arts.  Ludi¬ 
crous  Defcription  of  them.  The  French  crofs  the  Apennines ,  and  are  joined 
by  a  Divifon  from  Leghorn.  Confernation  in  Rome .  Cardinal  Mattei 
writes  to  Buonaparte  in  behalf  of  the  Pope,  The  Court  of  Naples  alfo 
interferes.  Buonaparte  grants  five  Days  for  the  Arrival  of  a  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  the  Pope ,  The  Pope  fends  four  Negotiators.  Threat  of  the 
French  General.  The  Treaty  is figned  at  Tolentino.  Conditions  of  it.  They 
are  in  fame  Points  lefs  offenfive  than  thofe  which  were  propofed  by  the 
Diredory.  Reafons  that  induced  Buonaparte  to  difplay  Jo  much  Modera¬ 
tion.  What  were  his  firfi  Intentions.  The  Interference  of  the  King  of 
Naples  beneficial  to  the  Pope.  Sarcajiical  Reply  of  the  French  General  to 
the  Neapolitan  Envoy.  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Diredory ,  on  the 
Subjed  of  the  Treaty.  A  complimentary  Letter  addreffed  by  him  to  the 
Pope.  He  fits  off  to  join  his  Army  in  the  Venetian  States.  M.  Monge 
■dif patched  by  him  to  compliment  the  little  Republic  of  San  Marino ,  and 
offer  an  Addition  of  Territory.  Wife  Reply  of  the  Government  of  San 
Marino.  The  French  General  confers  feme  Favours  on  that  Republic.  He 
orders  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Native  Place  of  V irgil  to  be  indemnified  for 
their  LoffeSy  and  a  Column  to  be  eroded  in  honour  of  the  Poet.  [297 


CHAP.  XV. 


Campaign  againfl  the  Emperor  on  the  Side  of  Italy.  Pofitions  of  the  Auftrians 
and  French  previous  to  the  Opening  of  the  Campaign.  Adions  at  Lovadina 
cind  other  Places.  Powerful  Reinforcements  fent  to  Buonaparte  by  the 
Diredory.  Mutiny  quelled  by  Bcrnadotte.  Strength  of  Buonaparte’s 
Army.  'The  Interior  of  France ftripped  of  Troops ,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  make  a  great  Effort.  Exertions  of  Buonaparte  to  have  his  Army  well 
Officered.  Dijheartened  State  of  the  Auftrian  Army.  The  Archduke 
Charles  placed  at  the  Head  of  it.  Tardy  putting  in  Motion  of  the  Rein¬ 
forcements  intended  for  him .  Eagernefs  of  the  Diredory  for  the  Opening  of 
the  Campaign.  It  promijes  that  the  Armies  on  the  Rhine  f hall  be  put  in 
Motion  to  fecond  the  Army  of  Italy.  Plan  of  the  French  General,  Pro¬ 
clamation  addreffed  by  Buonaparte  to  his  Army  on  the  Day  on  which  he 
■commenced  the  Campaign.  Amount  of  Contributions  drawn  from  Italy. 
Contemptuous  Language  life d  with  refped  to  the  Hottfe  of  Aufiria .  Revo¬ 
lutionary.  Appeal  to  the  People.  Inftrudions  of  the  Diredory.  The  Princi¬ 

ples  of  the  French  Government  the  fame  as  under  the  reign  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  Infractions  of  Buonaparte  to  Joubert ,  refpeding  his  Condud  in  the 
Tyrol.  Firfi  Movements  of  the  French  Armies.  Serrurier  and  Guyeux 
compel  Hohenzollern  to  retreat  behind  the  Piave.  Operations  of  Maffena  in 
the  Country  of  Cadore.  General  Lufignan  defeated ,  and  made  Prifoner 
with  a  Part  of  his  Army .  Retreat  of  General  Sporck.  Pofition  of  the 
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Auflrians  behind  the  Tagliamento .  The  Archduke  retires  from  it  after  a 
fight  A  Si  ion.  He  takes  Pof  behind  the  Ifonzo .  The  Pof  not  tenable 

in  confequence  of  the  Drynefs  of  the  Weather.  Capture  of  Gradifca  by 
Bernadotte.  Buonaparte  diffatifed  with  Bernadotte.  Retreat  of  the 
Archduke  to  Wippach .  Triejte  and  the  Mines  of  Idria  taken  poffejfon  of 
by  the  French.  Inflammatory  Proclamation  of  Buonaparte  to  the  People  of 
the  Province  of  Goritzia.  Dfcription  of  the  Chain  of  Mountains  on  the 
German  Frontier.  Plan  of  the  Archduke  to  turn  the  left  Flank ,  and 
fall  on  the  Rear  of  the  invading  Force.  Movements  in  confequence. 
The  Plan  is frufl rated  by  Maffena  having  obtained  poffejfon  of  the  Pafs 
of  Tarvis.  Mif conduit  of  General  Qejkay.  The  Archduke  fends  Orders 
to  recover  the  Pafs .  Gallantry  of  General  Gontreuil .  He  drives  the 
French  from  Saffnitz.  They  advance  with  fuperior  Forces  and  recover 
that  Place .  The  Column  of  General  Bayalitfch  furrounded  and  made 
Pr  if  oners.  The  Archduke  refolves  to  fall  back  on  his  Reinforcements . 

Preparations  for  Defence  at  Vienna.  Camps  and  Works  formed.  Pa - 
tmiotifm  of  the  Citizens  and  Peafants.  Hungarian  Levy  in  Mafs  called, 
out*.  Impolitic  Conduit  of  the  Auflrian  Cabinet  at  the  Outfet  of  the  War , 
The  French  Army  advances  to  Klagenfert .  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the 

Archduke  Charles ,  making  Overtures.  Anfwer  of  the  Archduke .  Proclama ~ 
tion  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Carinthians .  Abufe  of  England.  Falfe  Afl'tr- 

tions  of  Buonaparte.  Cruelties  committed  by  the  Republican  Soldiers », 
The  Army  of  the  Archduke  purfued  by  Buonaparte.  Indecifive  Combats  at 
Freifach ,  Neumarkt ,  and  Hundsmarkt .  The  French  advance  to  Juden - 
berg,  Knittelfeldt ,  and  Leoben.  Operations  in  the  Tyrol,  Joubert 
defeats  Kerpen ,  and  compels  him  to  retreat  towards  Botzen .  After  an 
objQinate  Contefl  he  alfo  drives  back  Laudohn  to  the  Valley  of  Moran* 
Kerpen  defeated  a  fecond  Time  at  Claufen.  He  falls  back  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sterzing .  Joubert  enters  Brixen.  Error  committed 

by  Kerpen .  Joubert  fails  in  an  Attempt  to  drive  Kerpen  over  the 
Mountains.  His  embarraffed  Situation.  The  Tyroleans  rife  in  Mafs * 
Advantages  obtained  over  the  French  by  Laudohn.  Kerpen  advances  againfl 
them.  Joubert  impedes  his  Progrefs  by  burning  the  Bridges.  He  fuc~ 
ceeds  in  effeliing  a  Junction  with  the  main  Body  of  the  French  Army.- 
The  French  driven  from  the  Italia7i  Tyrol.  Laudohn  advances  to  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Verona.  Situation  of  Buonaparte .  His  Intentions . 
The  Emperor  refolves  to  treat.  He  fends  two  Generals  to  propofe  ait 
Armiftice.  An  Armiflice  concluded  for  fix  Days.  Line  occupied  by  the 
French  Army.  Recapture  of  Triefle ,  and  Fiume  by  Colonel  Caflmir . 
The  French  injift  on  re-.entering  Triefle.  '  [316 


CHAP,  XVI. 

Brief  Campaign  in  Germany.  Strength  and  Situation  of  the  Imperial 
and  French  Armies  during  the  Winter.  Judicious  Advice  given  by  the 
Archduke  Charles .  It  is  neglected.  French  and  Auflrian  Generals ,  and 
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Portions  on  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine ,  at  the  Period  of  Hoflilities  being 
recommenced .  Plan  for  the  Campaign  of  1797  the  fame  as  that  of  1796. 

Unaccountable  Delay  in  the  ppening  of  the  Campaign.  The  NeceJJity  of 
making  a  Diverfion  in  favour  of  Buonaparte ,  compels  the  Directory  to 
order  the  Generals  on  the  Rhine  to  take  the  field .  Lower  Rhine.  Ge¬ 

neral  Kray  folicits  an  Armifiice%  in  confequence  of  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms , 
on  the  fide  of  Italy ,  but  it  is  refufedy  except  on  hard  conditions .  Inju¬ 

dicious  difirihuticn  of  W erneck' s  force .  The  Army  of  Refer ve  cannot  be 
fent  to  his  AJJifiance .  Defcription  of  the  Pofition  held  by  the  Aujlrians  to 
majk  the  Bridge-head  of  Neuwied.  The  right  hand  Centre  of  the  French 
Army  y  under  Hochey  crofs  the  Rhine  at  Neuwied .  Attack  of  the  Repub - 

licans  upon  the  Aufirian  Pofition .  They  carry  by  Affault  the  greatefi  part 
of  the  Entrenchments .  Gallant  Defence  made  by  two  of  the  Redoubts.  The 
Aujlrians  are  entirely  defeated .  They  are  again  attacked^  at  Dierdorfy  and 
compelled  to  retreat.  Championnety  with  the  French  left  Wing  advances 
from  the  Sieg .  He  defeats  the  Aujlrians  at  Uckerath  and  Altenkirchenf 
and  joins  Hoche.  Heavy  Lofs  fufiained  by  the  Aujlrians  in  thefe  various 
Engagements.  Hoche  purfues  the  retreating  Aujlrians .  Error  com¬ 

mitted  by  him.  The  Aufirian  Army  falls  back  to  Wetzlar ,  with  fame  lofs. 
Hoche  endeavours  to  reach  the  Mayn  before  his  Aufirian  opponent .  Ope- 
rations  of  Lefebvrey  with  the  Republican  left  Wing.  Defeat  of  an  Auf- 
trian  Divifion  at  Wifbaden.  Lefebvre  advances  to  Frankfort.  Retreat  of 
We  meek.  Intelligence  arrives  of  the  Preliminaries  of  Peace  being  fignedy 

which  terminates  the  Campaign  in  this  Quarter.  Upper  Rhine.  Army  of 
Moreau  not  quite  ready.  It  is,  however }  ordered  to  commence  its  Opera¬ 
tions.  Meafures  taken  by  Moreau.  The  Aujlrians  deceived  as  to  the  point 
of  Attack.  Moreau  refolves  to  attempt  the  Pajfage  of  the  Rhine  oppofite 
Kilfiet .  Difpofitions  for  that  Purpofe.  He  fails  in  ejfeliing  the  Pajfage 

by  Surprife.  Effelis  a  landing  by  Force ,  and  drives  the  Aujlrians  from 
Dierjheim .  The  Aujlrians  immediately  endeavour  to  recover  the  V diage y 
but  are  foiled.  They  repeat  the  Attempt  feveral  times  with  the  fame  ill 
fuccefs.  Final  Defeat  of  the  Aujlrians  after  a  terrible  firuggle.  The 
Republican  Army  advances  into  the  Interior .  The  Aujlrians  fufiain 

a  heavy  Lofs  in  their  Retreat.  Further  Progrefs  of  the  French. 
Latour  marches  to  oppofe  them.  News  arrives  of  the  figning  of  the 
Preliminaries.  Negotiations  for  Peace .  The  Armifiice  prolonged. 
Lofty  Language  of  Buonaparte.  Arrival  of  the  Imperial  Plenipotentiary 

with  full  powers.  Artful  Conduit  of  Buonaparte.  DifcuJJion  of  minor 
points .  The  feat  of  Negociation  declared  Neutral  Ground.  The  first 
Propofitions  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  and  of  Buonaparte.  Dijhouourable 
Conduit  of  the  Aufirian  Cabinet.  Three  Projells  of  a  Treaty  difpatched 
to  Vienna.  Intentions  of  Buonaparte  in  cafe  of  their  being  rejelled.  His 
Anger  at  the  Inaction  of  the  Armies  on  the  Rhine .  The  Preliminaries  are 
agreed  upon.  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Direliory  y  announcing  the  Sig¬ 
nature  of  the  ArticleSy  and  explaining  the.  Reafons  for  his  Conduit.  Con¬ 

tents  of  fame  of  the  Articles.  Buonaparte  requefis  to  be  recalled.  The  Di - 
rellory  declines  to  confent  to  his  quitting  the  Army y  and  authorizes  him 
to  attack  the  Venetian  Government.  T339 
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Declining  ' State  of  Venice  for  a  long  Period.  The  Venetian  Government 
refufes  to  join  the  Coalition  againff  France.  It  recognizes  the  French  Re¬ 
public  at  the  Moment  of  its  Efiablijhment.  Efforts  of  Pefaro  to  induce  it 
to  put  its  Territories  in  a  State  of  Defence.  They  are  momentarily  fucceff- 
fuly  but  are  foon  rendered  abortive.  The  Venetian  Government  receives  a 
French  Ambaffador .  Afferted  Defigns  of  France  againff  Venice  at  this 
Period .  A  Venetian  Envoy  appointed  to  re  fide  at  Bafil.  He  furnijhes 
Intelligence  to  the  Government  refpeliing  the  Feelings  of  the  French  towards 
Venice.  Anger  of  the  French  at  the  Re  fide  nee  of  Lewis  XVIIIth  at 
Verona.  The  Venetians  fend  an  Ambaffador  to  Paris.  Addrefs  of  the 
Prefident  of  the  National  Convention  to  M.  Querini ,  the  Ambaffador. 
Entrance  of  Buonaparte  into  the  Venetian  States.  Jefuitical  Inffruliions 
given  to  him  by  the  Direliory.  Lewis  the  Eighteenth  is  fent  away  from 
Verona.  Proclamation  of  Buonaparte  on  entering  the  Venetian  Territory » 
The  Directory  injlrulis  Buonaparte  to  rafc  a  Loan  from  Venice ,  and  to 
lay  Verona  under  Contribution.  Strange  Language  of  Buonaparte  with 
ref  pelt  to  Verona.  A  Pretext  made  for  quarrelling  with  the  V fnetians, 
in  Confequence  of  Beaulieu  having  feized  on  Pefchiera.  Infolent  Conduit 
of  Buonaparte  io  the  Proveditor .  Buonaparte3 s  own  Account y  acquitting 
the  Venetian  Government  as  to  the  Seizure  of  Pefchiera.  The  Direliory  f 
hovj ever,  make  the J'eizure  of  Pefchiera  a  Reafon  for  infifting  on  certaui 
Demands.  Buonaparte  thinks  it  more  prudent  to  delay  for  the  prefent  bring¬ 
ing  thofe  Demands  forward.  His  Account  of  his  Conduit.  His  Dfiike  of 
the  Venetian  Government.  Inceffant  Requifiiions  made  upon  the  V enetians. 
Enormous  Amount  of  the  Sums  thus  obtained.  Barbarous  Conduit  of  the 
French  towards  the  Venetians.  Specif  c  Charges  of  Cruelty  brought 
againff  them.  Proof  afforded  by  their  Officers ,  of  the  licentious  State  of 
the  French  Soldiery.  Injults  offered  to  the  Venetian  hfignia.  The  V me- 
tian  Fortreffes  feized  by  the  French.  Sclavonian  Troops  expelled from  Ve¬ 
rona.  Speech  of  Buonaparte .  The  Venetians  arm  to  defend  the  Capital y 
and  appoint  an  extraordinary  Proveditor  to  refide  at  Brefcia.  Diffreffs  of 
the  Venetian  Finances.  Angry  Remonjlrances  of  the  French  Envoy  re- 
f pelting  the  Venetian  P reparations.  Humble  Reply  of  the  Senate.  Pe¬ 
faro  appointed  as  Deputy  io  confer  with  the  French  Envoy.  Conference , 

in  which  Pefaro  vindicates  his  Government ,  and  expreffes  its  Fears.  M. 
Lallemant  bears  Teffimony  to  the  pacific  Intentions  of  the  Venetian  Go¬ 
vernment.  Plan  of  the  Direliory  for  an  Alliance  between  France ,  Spain , 
Turkey ,  and  Venice.  It  is  rejelled  by  the  Senate.  Alliance  of  P ruff i a 
offered.  Conduit  of  the  French  during  the  remainder  of  the  Year  1 79 6. 
Arrogance  of  Buonaparte *  Seizure  of  the  Caffle  of  Bergamo.  [361 
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New  Plan  adopted  agaufl  the  Venetian  Government.  Infur  red  ion  fomented 

in  the  Provinces  beyond  the  Mincio .  Meeting  at  Milan  of  Revolutions  ft  s9 
conffing  partly  of  Venetians .  Secret  Societies  formed  in  various  Cities „ 

Emiftaries  fent  to  excite  the  Valleys  to  Injurredion.  Treachery  of  Lan - 
drieuXy  the  chief  Mover  of  the  Revolution.  Buonaparte  believed  not  to 
be  concerned  in  the  revolutionizing  Projed.  His  real  Intentions  with 
refped  to  Venice .  The  Diredory  fuppofed  to  be  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Plot 

for  defraying  the  Venetian  Government .  Language  ufed  by  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  Letter  of  Battaglia  to  Buonaparte ,  and  Anfwer  of 
the  Latter.  The  Revolution  ft  s  begin  their  Operations  on  the  Departure  of 
Buonaparte.  The  French  Governor  of  Bergamo  expels  the  Venetian  Ma - 
gif  rates,  and  a  Democratic  Government  is  efablifhed.  The  Bergamafcans 
fend  fr  Afftfiance  to  Milan.  Curious  Paforal  Letter  of  the  Bifhop  of  Ber¬ 
gamo.  Amnefiy  publijhed  by  Battaglia .  A  Revolution  takes  place  at 
Brefcia.  Danger  of  the  Bo  defat.  Condud  of  the  Bjocp.  Sanguinary 
Proclamation  publijhed  in  the  Name  of  Battaglia.  Purprfe  of  it.  It  is 

believed  to  have  been  a  Forgery  of  the  Revolution  fs.  Steps  taken  by  the 
Venetian  Government.  Anjwer  of  the  Dire  dory  to  the  Venetian  Ambaf 
fador.  I n formation  given  to  his  Government  by  the  Ambaffador.  Advice 
given  by  M.  Lallemant .  Senate  convoked  to  confder  of  an  immediate 
Change  in  the  Government.  An  immediate  Change  negatived ,  but  a  flow 
one  voted.  Two  Deputies  appointed  to  confer  with  Buonaparte.  Report 
given  of  the  Conferences  by  the  two  Deputies.  Buonaparte  recommends  an 
Alliance  with  France.  His  jefuitical  Condud.  He  demands  a  Monthly 
Loan.  The  Senate  decrees  that  the  Loan fhall  be  granted.  Salo  and  Crema 
revolutionized.  Treacherous  Condud  of  the  French  at  the  latter  place. 
The  Peafants  of  the  Valleys  ef  the  Brefcian  and  Bergamafco  rife  in  Support 
of  the  Government.  They  are  defeated  in  an  Attack  on  the  Revolution  fs 
of  Bergamo.  Recovery  of  Salo.  Defeat  of  the  Brefcians  at  Salo.  The 
People  of  the  Province  of  Verona  take  up  Arms  to  reduce  the  Infur  gent  s . 
Blockade  of  Brefcia.  Wavering  Condud  of  the  Senate.  M.  Thu  gut 
advifes  the  fupporting  of  the  In  furred  ion.  Obfervations  on  his  Advice. 
The  French  ajftfl  the  Revellers,  hfolent  Proclamation  of  Lahoz.  The 
Peafants  of  the  Valleys  are  defeated.  Salo  recovered  by  the  Infur  gents . 
The  Peafants  of  the  Veronefe  return  to  their  own  Province.  C  3  7  ^ 


cha  p.  xix. 


Buonaparte  affeds  to  confder  the  arming  of  the  People  to  be  dangerous  to  his 
Army.  lie  fends  J  n  not  to  Venice  to  infijt  upon  the  Venetian  Government 
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difarming  its  Subjects.  Infolent  Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Doge  on  this 
occafion .  Lallemant  prefents  a  Note  to  the  Senate ,  oj  tt:e  fame  tenor  as 
the  Letter ,  and  calling  for  the  Releafe  of  all  Prf oners  of  State.  San¬ 
guinary  Orders fent  to  Kilmaine.  Shameful  Conduct  of  Junot .  Feats  oj 

the  Senate .  Its  humble  A nfwer  to  Junot.  Two  Deputies  appointed  to  confer 
with  Buonaparte.  Letter  of  the  Doge  to  him.  Junot  infifts  on  the  Releafe  of 
the  Prf  oners  as  a  preliminary.  A  part  of  them  are  relafed.  Application  to 
the  Directory.  Jefuitical  Conduct  of  the  Directory.  Bribe  taken  by  Barr  as , 
to  favour  the  Venetian  Republic.  Scandalous  Proceedings  on^  this  Subject. 
Events  which  helped  to  precipitate  the  Ruin  of  Venice.  Contejl  at .  Ve¬ 
rona.  Oppoftte  Accounts  of  it  given  by  the  two  Parties.  i  he  Citizens 
of  Verona  take  Prf  oners  the  French  Guards  at  the  Gates,  and  let  in  a 
Body  of  P  enfant  s.  The  Magi  ft  rates  endeavour  to  negociate  with  the 
French  Commander.  His  Demands.  They  are  rejefied.  7  he  Magif- 
t rates  withdraw  from  the  City.  The  Contejl  continues  for  a  Week. 
Advance  of  the  French  Columns  towards  Verona.  Variety  of  Shrmijhcs. 
Severe  Adi  ion  at  Croce  Bianca .  The  Sclavonians  and  Pe  of  anti  are  de¬ 

feated.  Verona  is  compelled  to  fur  render.  Three  of  the  leading  Inhabit - 
‘ ants  are  put  to  Death  by  the  French.  Enormities  committed  at  Verona , 
and  in  its  Neighbourhood ,  by  the  Conquerors.  Laugier  attempts  to  enter 
the  Port  of  Venice  by  force.  He  is  killed  by  a  Shot  from  the  Fort  of  Lido . 
The  Venetian  Deputies  arrive  at  the  Head.  Quarters  of  Buonaparte ,  at 
Gra/z.  His  unprom jing  Reception  of  them.  His  Conference  with  the 
Deputies.  Arguments  ufed  by  them.  He  threatens  to  be  an  Attila  to 

Venice .  Conjlernation  of  the  Deputies.  Second  Conference.  Inful ts 

offered  to  the  Deputies.  He  manifefts  his  Determination  to  change  the 
form  of  Government .  Alteration  in  the  Tone  of  the  Auftrian  Cabinet. 

Rage  of  Buonaparte  on  being  fully  informed  of  the  Conteft  at  V erona ,  and 
the  Death  of  Laugier.  Letter  of  the  Deputies  rrquefting  another  Inter¬ 
view,  and  An fwer  of  Buonaparte.  Refult  of  the  Interview.  Decla¬ 
ration  of  War  iffued  by  Buonaparte.  The  Terra  Firma  revolutionized. 
Firmnefs  of  Angelo  Juftiniani.  Situation  and  Refources  of  V enice.  PufiL 
lanimity  of  the  Venetian  Government.  Loft  Meeting  of  the  Senate.  An. 
illegal  Body,  named  a  Conferenza,  is  efablijked.  Its  pitiful  Condudl . 
Meeting  of  the  Great  Council  in  the  midft  of  a  Military  Force.  It  appoints 
three  Deputies  to  fettle  with  Buonaparte  the  Changes  which  are  to  be 
made.  Anfwer  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Deputies.  Armifice  granted.  Se¬ 
cond  Meeting  of  the  Great  Council.  It  votes  for  fubmit ting  to  the  Wijhes 
of  Buonaparte.  Arrejl  of  the  Jnquiftors  of  State,  and  the  Governor  of 
the  Fort  of  Lido.  Cowardice  or  Treachery  of  the  Conferenza.  It  decides 
to  offer  no  Ref  fiance  in  cafe  of  the  Advance  of  the  French.  A  Vote  paffed 
for  dif miffing  the  Sclavonians .  Treaty  concluded  with  Buonaparte  at 
Milan  by  the  Venetian  Deputies.  Obfervations  upon  it.  Intrigues  of 
Villetard  at  Venice.  The  Government  abdicates .  Infurredlion  in  Venice. 
A  Provifional  Municipality  appointed.  Situation  of  Venice  fubfcquently 
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noafe .  ConduB  of  the  French  in  the  Genoefe  Territory *  The  French  Di¬ 
rectory  ref  olives  to  overturn  the  Genoefe  Government .  Salicetti  demands 
the  Garrifoning  of  Savona,  and  a  Loan  of  thirty  Millions  of  Livres .  The 
Geneofe  are  deterred  from  yielding  hy  the  Menaces  of  the  Allied  Powers . 
Vengeance  taken  hy  the  French .  Scheme  of  the  French  for  feizing  Genoa . 
It  is  fr uprated.  DiffatisfaClion  of  Buonaparte  with  it,  Defgns  of  the 
Directory  againft  Genoa.  Speech  of  M.  Faypoult  to  the  Genoefe  Govern¬ 
ment .  Infractions  of  the  Directory  to  Buonaparte ,  with  RefpeCi  to  Genoa, 

Harfh  Meafures  againf  the  Genoefe .  Buonaparte  begins  a  Quarrel  with 
the  Government.  Demands  made  hy  him  and  M.  Faypoult .  Satisfaction 
given  to  the  French.  Nelfon  vindicates  his  ConduCt .  Attemp  t  to  fend 
Gaunt  Girola  from  Genoa.  P reclamation  iffued  hy  the  Government  to 

exculpate  the  French.  Reafon  ajfgned  hy  Buonaparte  for  the  Genoefe 
dif  iking  the  French.  Plan  of  Attack  upon  Genoa ,  It  is  frf pended . 
Artful  ConduCt  of  Buonaparte .  Plan  refumed  and  again  fufpendcd. 
Reafons  for  f uf pending  it.  Unjufi  ConduCt  of  the  Genoefe  to  the  Britifh . 

Difpute  refpeCiing  the  Seizure  of  a  Tartan .  Nelfon  s  Ship  is  fired  at  hy 
the  Genoefe.  Bafenefsofthe  French.  The  Genoefe  Ports  are  fhut  againft 
the  Englifh.  Capraja  feized  hy  the  Fvglifh.  A  Convention  concluded  at 
Parts ,  with  the  Directory ,  hy  the  Genoeje  Envoy.  The  Terms  of  it  are 
highly  difadvaniageous  to  the  Genoefe.  Protection  afforded  hy  it  to  Con - 
fpirators .  DiffatisfaCion  occafioned  hy  no  Guarantee  being  given  to  the 
Genoefe  Territory .  Buonaparte  offers  a  Part  of  thatTerritory  to  the  King 
of  Sardinia,  fuhfequently  to  the  figning  of  the  Convention •  The  Revolu¬ 
tion  iff  s  begin  to  aCl  with  the  utmoft  Audacity.  Formation  of  Clubs.  En¬ 
tertainment  given  to  Madame  Buonaparte  hy  the  Revolutionary  Party. 
Confequent  Breach  of  the  Law.  Caufes  which  delayed  for  a  while  the 
Fall  of  Genoa.  Language  of  Buonaparte.  Conference  of  the  Deputies  of 
the  Senate  with  M.  Faypoult.  Haughty  Language  of  M.  Faypoult.  The 
InfurreClion  againft  the  Government  breaks  out,  Weaknefs  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  Revolters  are  defeated  hy  the  People.  The  Beafants  rally 
round  the  Government .  Demands  of  Buonaparte .  Approach  of  a  Divi- 
Jion  of  the  Army  of  Italy.  It  encamps  in  the  Valley  of  Polcevera.  v- 
tahlijhment  of  a  Provifional  Government .  A  Confiitution  prepared  and  ac¬ 
cepted.  Name  of  the  Republic  changed  to  the  Ligurian  Republic* 
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